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LIFE 

OP 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

EDMUND   BURKE. 


EDMUND  BURKE  was  the  second  Sliackleton  and  the  illustrious  pupil  of 
son  of  a  respectable  attorney  at  Dublin,  his  venerable  father. 
and  his  mother  came  of  the  ancient  family        Before  Edmund  Burke  led  this  school, 
of  the  Nagles.     He  was  bom  on  the  1st  his  elder  brother  died ;  which  event,  is 
of  January,  (old  style,)  in  the  year  1730;  said  to  haVe  occasioned  his  removal  to 
and  when  very  young,  was  sent  to  the  Trinity  College,  Dublin ;    but  this  is  a 
school  of  Balytore,  in*  the  north  of  Ire-  mistake,  for  he  was  now  of  an  age  to  be 
land,  then  kept  by  Abraham  Shackleton,  transplanted  thither,  and  as  his  original 
a  member  ot  tlie  Society  of  Friends,  or,  destination  was  the  law,  tlie  change  that 
as  thev  are  commonly  called,  Cluakers.  had  occurred  made  no  alteration  in  the 
Shackleton  was  a  classical    scholar  of  views  of  his  father.     At  college  he  had 
considerable  eminence,  and  a  man  of  en-  Goldsmith  for  one  of  his  cotemporaries, 
larged  mind,  who  devoted  himself  to  the  who  has  been  frequently  heard  to  de- 
improvement  of  his  pupils  with  indefati-  clare  that  Burke  gave  no  extraordinary 
gable  application  and  conscientious  in-  promise  of  superior  talents  while  at  the 
tegrity.     His  seminaiy  was  the  nursery  university.      But  veracity  was  unfbrtu- 
ot  many    great    characters,  who    have  nately  not  among  the  leading  virtues  of 
figured  conspicuously  at  the  bar,  in  the  Goldsmith ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
church,  and  the  senate.      Here  Burke  whenever  literary  reputation  came  in  the 
laid   in  a  solid  foundation  of  learning  ;  way  of  that  ingenious,  but  eccentric,  man, 
and,  besides  Greek  and  Latin,  his  ex-  envy  always  got  the  better  of  good  nature, 
ercises  in  which    gave  him   a  decided  Goldsmith  could  not  endure  the  praises 
superiority  over  all  liis  contemporaneous  bestowed  upon  another  for  talents  which 
students,  he  applied  to  the  reading  of  the  he  fancied  no  one  possessed  in  a  higher 
finest  English  authors  both  in  prose  and  degree  than  himself.     All  his  intimates 
verse.     Of  his  early  habits  or  favorite  were  sensible  of  this  failing,  but  as  it 
pursuits  at  this  period  of  his  life,  how  ever,  was  a  weakness  without  malevolence, 
we  know  but  Uttle ;  for  those  writers  who  his   harmless  vanity  only  excited  their 
have  professed  to  give  the  most  ample  mirth,  and  no  one  ever  thought  it  worth 
and  eiuict  memoir  01  this  great  man,  were  his  while  to  resent  his  petulance.     The 
totally  ignorant  of  his  private  history,  observation  of  Goldsmith,  therefore,  re- 
and  even  unacquainted  with  his  person :  specting  the  academical  honors  of  his 
whence  their  accounts  of  his  youthful  friend,  is  in  itself  undeserving  of  notice  ; 
occupations  may  safely  be  passed  over  but  since  it  has  been  brought  forward, 
as  the  fictions  of  conjectural  biography,  truth  requires  that  it  should  be  repelled  ; 
Yet  it  is  certain  that  the  attainments  of  and  this  is  easily  done,  for  the  late  Dr. 
Burke,  while  at  the  school  of  Balytore,  Thomas  Leland,  a  much  better  judge  of 
were  extensive  and  valuable  ;  and  it  is  learning  than  Goldsmith,  never  mention- 
equally  honorable  to  him  and  bis  precep-  ed  the  name  of  Edmund  Burke  without 
tcM",  that  through  life  they  mutually  re-  a  fond  recurrence  to  the  brilliant  emana- 
spected  each  other,  which  was  manifest-  tions  of  his  opening  genius,  witnessed 
M  by  the  correspondence  carried  on  be-  inter  sylvas  acaderm,  when  he  was  himself 
tween  the  son  and  successor  of  Abraham  a  fellow  and  tutor  of  Trinity  College. 
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A  little  before  he  left  the  university,  unsuccessful  need  not  to  be  wonde 

Burke  gave  a  happy  display  of  his  ta-  at ;  and  it  would  have  been  surprisi 

lent  for  imitative  composition,  in  a  series  indeed,  if  the  event  had  proved  oth 

of  essavs,  written  so  closely  in  the  man-  wise,  considering  the  youth  of  the  can 

ner  of  Charles  Lucas,  a  political  apothe-  date,  and  his  being  a  total  stranger  to 

cary  of  Dubhn,  that  while  they  impoflNiil  university.     But  though  we  have  not 

upon  the  admirers-  of  that  noisy  patriot,  means  of  refuting  the  story,  entirely, 

they  at  the  same  time  turned  the  prin-  direct  proof,  the  improbability  of  it  n 

cipfes  of  their  idol  into  ridicule,  by  expo-  easily  be  shown  ;  for  in  the  year  17 

sing  the  consequences  which  necessarily  Adam  Smith  was  elected  professor 

flowed  from  them.     This  Lucas  was  a  logic,  and  the  year  following  he  remoi 

turbulent  demagogue,  who  aftected  the  to  the  chair  of  moral  philosophy,  tl 

character  of  a  reformer,  and  so  far  sue-  vacant    by    the  death    of  Dr.    Fran 

ceeded,  as  first  to  become  an  object  of  Hutcheson. 

prosecution,  which  made  him  popular ;        It  must  have  been  on  this  occasi 

then  he  procured  a  doctor's  degree  from  therefore  that  Burke  became,  if  ever 

a  Scotch  university  ;  next  got  himself  did  become,  candidate  for  a  professors! 

chosen  an  alderman  of  Dubhn  ;   after  at  Glasgow,  and  yet  lie  was  at  this  ti 

which  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the  Irish  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  wi 

House  of  Commons,  and  then  sunk  again  out  a  degree,  in  any  faculty,  to  warn 

into  his  original  obscurity  and  contempt,  his  pretensions.    But  farther,  when  Sm 

Victory  over  such  an  opponent  as  this  pubhshed  in  1 759,  his  "  Theory  of  Mo 

could  hardly  be  productive  of  gloiy,  and  Sentiments,"  Hume  wrote  him  a  lo 

therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wonaered  that  letter,  in  wliich  amon^  other  literaty 

these  early  efiusions  of  Burke's  versa-  telligence,  hespeaksofBuRKE,  asanin; 

tile  powers  should  long  since  have  been  nious  young  Irishman,  hitherto  unkno 

consigned  to  oblivion  :    neither  perhaps  and  recently  started  into  notice,  yet  wi 

is  it  to  be  regretted,  that  hitherto  none  out  once  adverting  to  his  having  beei 

of  the  hunters  of  literary  rehcs  should  competitor  for  the  logical  professorshif 

have  succeeded  in  bringing  them  to  light,  circumstance  which  he  would  hardly  hi 

It  is  deserving  of  remark,  however,  Uiat  omitted  to  mention,  if  it  had  only  b( 

the  only  controversies  in  which  Burke  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  his  men 

has  been  known  to  have  engaged,  had  memory. 

for  their  object  the  detection  of  sophistry,        Early  in  1753,  Burke  was  in  Lond< 

and  the  prevention  of  anarchy.  as  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple,  wh 

He  was  now  in  his  twentieth  year,  and  he  appUed  to  the  law  with  his  won 

from  tliis  period  to  his  settlement  in  Eng-  assiduity  ;  but  as  his  finances  were 

land,  a  chasm  occurs  in  his  history  which  tremely  narrow,  he  had  recourse  to 

we  have  not  tlie  means  of  filling  up  satis-  genius  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  J 

factorily.     Some  of  his  biographers  as-  tune,  in  other  words,  he  laboured  for 

sert,  that  he  came  to  London  direct  from  booksellers,  and  wrote  a  variety  of  pie< 

college,  while  others  assert,  that  he  went  chiefly  in  the  fleeting  periodical  works 

first  to  Glasgow,  where  he  offered  him-  the  day,  though  now  it  would  be  utt« 

self  as  a  candidate  for  the  professorship  impossible  to  ascertain  any  of  these  fi 

of  logic  in  that  university,  being  induced  tive  productions  of  his  pen  ;  for  such  \ 

so  to  do  by  seeing  a  placard  aiHxed  to  the  the  flexibility  of  his  powers,  in  adapt 

gate  of  the  old  college,  inviting  a  com-  his  style  to  the  occasion,  that  his  perfoi 

petition  for  the  vacant  chair,  although  the  ances,  unlike  those  of  his  great  fri« 

successor  was  already  privately  chosen.  Johnson,  are  not  to  be  traced  by  the  a 

Burke,  it  seems,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  ficial  construction  of  the  sentences  or 

tale,  was  ignorant  of  this  esoteric  method  singular  tenuity  of  the  reasoning.    W] 

of  determining  an  academical  appoint-  Burke  was  thus  endeavouring,  with  1 

ment,  and  therefore  tendered  his  services,  dable  diligence  to  eke  out  a  scanty  m? 

in  the  mere  confidence  of  his  qualifica-  tenance  by  the  eflbrts  of  his  pen,  the  p 

tions  for  the  place,  without  making  any  lie  attention  was  drawn  to  the  writi 

inquiry  as  to  forms,  or  exerting  what  in-  and-  character  of  Bolinbroke,  who  1 

terest  he  could  make  among  the  electors,  but  recently  quitted  a  scene  where 

That  under  such  circumstances  he  was  had  played  many  parts,  with  more  epl 
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door  than  credit.  This  man,  as  if  he  had  which  all  men  are  personally  interested, 
owed  mankinS  a  grudge  for  those  disap-  and  of  which  there  are  few  who  camiot 
pointraents,  which  were  solely  owing  to  form  a  correct  opinion.  The  sceptical 
ois  own  want  of  principle,  left  behind  pretender  to  philosophy,  in  his  attempts 
him  a  magazine  of  mischief,  entrusted  to  to  overthrow  all  reli^on,  whether  natural 
the  care  of  one  of  his  most  hopeful  pupils,  or  revealed,  drew  his  arguments  entirely 
for  pablieation.  Mallet,  the  heir  to  this  from  the  abuses  which  superstition,  fa- 
precaoos  deposit,  gave  out  such  reports  naticism,  and  craO,  have,  in  various  ages, 
of  the  contents,  as  by  exciting  the  fears  devised  and  established  as  of  divine  pre- 
of  the  pious,  and  the  expectations  of  scription.  This  fallacious  mode  of  rea- 
seeptics,  were  best  adapted  to  fill  his  sonmg,  indeed,  was  not  new,  but  it  was 
pockets  at  the  expense  of  credulity.  On  artful^  adapted  to  cheat  people  of  li^bt 
the  day  when  the  cargo  of  infidehty  was  minds  out  of  their  faith,  by  persuading 
to  be  opened  to  the  public.  Mallet,  with  them  that  the  corruptions  so  prominently 
onbloslung  impudence,  dared  to  exclaim  exhibited,  were  the  necessary  consequen- 
in  the  shop  of  tne  publish^,  while  looking  ces  of  the  doctrines  which  they  had  oeen 
at  bis  watch,  '<In  naif  an  hour.  Christian-  accustomed  to  regard  as  of  sacred  autho- 
itj  will  tremble."  Though  this  impious  rily.  Bolinbroke^s  rhetorical  genius  gave 
boast  soon  terminated  in  disgrace  and  him  many  advantages  in  throwing  a  do- 
mortification,  it  is  certain  that  me  friends  lusive  glare  over  his  parodoxes  ;  and  it 
of  r^igion  were  for  a  time  greatljr  alarm-  was,  therefore,  reasonable  to  apprehend 
ed,  not  for  the  cause  of  trum,  which  they  that  the  boldness  of  his  assertions,  and 
knew  to  be  impregnable,  but  for  the  wef-  the  examines  adduced  for  their  support, 
fare  of  society.  A  host  of  writers,  there-  would  furnish  the  licentious  with  ai^- 
fore,  came  forward  to  refute  the  sophistry  ments,  which  though  they  had  not  wit 
contained  in  the  posthumous  works  of  enough  to  find  them  out  by  their  own  ex- 
Bolinbroke ;  which  in  a  short  space  sunk  ertions,  they  might  be  able  to  apply  with 
into  contempt  While,  however,  they  yet  destructive  effect,  to  stagger  the  prind- 
hovered  above  the  chaos  of  night,  and  ap-  pies  of  others.  As  an  antidote  to  this 
peared  portentous  of  incalci3able  evils,  poison,  therefore,  Mr.  Burke  adopted 
Mr.  BuRKB,  then  young  and  unknown  Bolinbroke^s  own  plan  of  reasoning,  and 
to  the  world,  hit  upon  a  method  of  at-  employed  it  to  shew  that  the  same  ener- 
tack,  that  evinced  nis  own  incompara-  gies  which  were  used  lor  the  destruction 
ble  powers,  and  completely  exposed  the  of  religion,  might  be  directed  with  equal 
empty  pretensions  oi  the  deceased  infi-  success  for  the  subversion  of  government; 
deL  Early  in  I75g^  he  published,  "  A  and  that  specious  arguments  might  be  ad- 
Vindication  of  JNatural  Society  ;  or  a  duccd  against  those  things,  which  they 
View  of  the  Miseries  and  Evils  arising  who  doubt  of  everything  else,  will  never 
to  Mankind  from  every  species  of  Arti-  permit  to  be  questioned. 

ficia!  Sodety.    In  a  letter  to  Lord With  this  view  the  "Vindication  of 

By  a  late  Noble  Writer."    The  style  of  Natural  Society"  came  out,  to  convince 

Bolinbroke,  lofty,  declamatory  and  rapid,  mankind,  that  if  Revelation  is  an  impos- 

b  not  easy  of  inutation,  y^  so  closely  ture,  the  assodation  of  men  in  greater  or 

was  it  caught  in  the  present  instance,  lesser  communities  is  an  evil ;  and  that 

that  many  persons  were  decdved  into  if  the  one  be,  as  the  unbelievers  sav  it  is, 

the  belief^  that  the  pamphlet  was  a  genu-  a  tyranny  over  minds,  the  other  is,  in  an 

ine  production  of  this  celebrated  noble-  equal  or  rather  a  greater  degree,  a  pemi- 

raan ;  and  some  there  were  who  actually  cious  despotism  over  persons. 

praised  it  above  his  best  performances.  To  support  this  paradox,  which  redu- 

It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  by  men  ces  mankind  at  once  to  the  savage  state, 

of  deeper  judgment,  that  the  anonymous  it  was  indispensable  that  the  author  should 

aothor  had  a  better  object  in  view,  than  be  dogmatic  in  his  assertions,  vehement 

that  of  availing  himself  of  a  popular  name  in  his  language,  and  copious  in  his  illus- 

to  impose  an  ingenious  fraua  upon  the  trations,  otherwise  he  would  have  failed 

miblic.     They  saw  in  this  imitation  of  in  his  design,  and  his  imitation,  instead 

Bolinbroke,  tne  best  confutation  of  his  of  counteracting,    would    rather    have 

deloflive  mode  of  reasoning,  by  the  appli-  strengthened  the  sophisms  of  Bolinbroke. 

cttioo  of  it  to  a  point  of  experience,  in  Yet  it  ia  too  remarkable  to  be  passed 
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over  in  silence,  that  at  a  Bubae^uent  pe-  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  the  former  is  th^ 

riod,  when  the  French  anarchists  were  source  of  the  Sublime,  as  the  latter  is  of 

busily  engaged  in  the  work  of  demoraliza-  the  Beautiful. 

tion,  some  of  their  ardent  admirers  in  this  Under  the  head  of  Society,  the  author 
country,  presumed  to  republish  the  "Ym-  considers  three  passions,  as  those  wliich 
dication  of  Natural  Society,"  as  a  piece  cause  the  greatest  part  of  the  pleasure, 
of  serious  argument,  and  thus  endeavour-  which  we  take  in  tne  fine  arts,  namely, 
ed  to  pervert  the  ironjr  into  a  weapon  of  Sympathy,  Imitation,  and  Ambition.  The 
deadly  malignity  against  the  principles  second  part  of  the  in(]uiry  opens  with  a 
which  it  was  constructed  to  defend.  The  definition  of  the  passion,  caused  by  the 
ravages  of  war,  and  the  other  calamities  great  and  sublime  in  nature,  and  which 
whic^the  auUior  of  the  tract  has  so  forci-  m  its  highest  degree  is  astonishment,  or 
bly  pourtrayed,  these  visionaries,  to  call  "that  state  of  the  soul  wherein  all  its  mo- 
them  by  no  worse  a  name,  would  fain  as-  tions  are  suspended,  with  some  degree  of 
cribe  to  the  social  state  and  the  legislative  horror."  This  leads  the  author  to  the 
principle,  as  the  necessary  results  of  what  consideration  of  Terror,  as  being  in  some 
they  are  pleased  to  deem  an  unnatural  mode  or  other,  the  great  instrument  in 
compact,  and  an  arbitrary  imposition,  producing  the  Sublime,  by  exalting  small. 
All  this  might  have  passed  as  the  dream  and  increasing  the  effects  of  large,  objects, 
of  political  madness,  had  it  not  been  This  position  is  illustrated  by  many  ap- 
for  the  barefaced  impudence  of  pressing  posite  examples,  particulariy  by  the  noble 
Burke  into  a  service  which  no  man  ever  description  of  Death,  in  Milton,  a  portrait 
held  in  greater  abhorrence,  and  which  he,  which  is  justly  said  to  *<  astonish  with  its 
in  this  early  production  of  his  pen,  actually  gloomy  pomp  and  expressive  uncertain- 
held  up  to  public  ridicule.  ty."    The  inquirer  then  enters  more  fully 

While  the  imitation  of  Bolinbroke  en-  and  minutely,  into  a  discussion  of  the  dif- 
gaffed  the  public  attention,  and  continued  ference  between  Clearness  and  Obscuri- 
to  be  the  subject  of  general  discourse,  the  ty,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  latter 
Author  was  busily  employed  in  conduct-  generates  more  sublime  ideas  than  the 
ing  through  the  press,  a  performance  of  former.  "It  is  our  ignorance  of  things," 
another  description,  entitled, "  A  PhUoso-  says  he,  "that  causes  all,  our  admiration, 
phical  Inquiry  mto  the  Origin  of  our  Ideas  and  chieflv  excites  our  passions.  Know- 
of  the  Subhme  and  Beautiful."  This  ledge  and  acquaintance  make  the  most 
elegant  disquisition  which  appeared  with-  striKing  causes  afiect  but  little.  U  is  thus 
out  a  name  at  the  beginning  of  1757,  is  with  the  vulgar,  and  all  men  are  as  the 
divided  into  five  parts;  the  first  is  unvoted  vulgar  in  what  they  do  not  understand, 
to  an  examination  of  the  passions  imme-  The  ideas  of  eternity  and  infinity,  are 
diately  connected  with,  and  excited  by,  among  the  most  afiecting  we  have  ;  and 
the  two  objects  of  investigation  ;  in  the  yet  perhaps  tliere  is  nothing  of  which  we 
second  and  third  the  Author  enters  into  realty  unaerstand  so  little,  as  of  infinity 
a  minute  discussion  of  the  properties  of  and  eternity."  Having  fixed  this  princi- 
those  things  in  nature,  which  produce  in  pie  firmly  by  uncontested  experience,  and 
us  ideas  of  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful,  an  appeal  to  universal  feeling,  the  author 
The  fourth  is  directed  to  the  physical  resolves  all  general  privations  into  causes 
cause  by  which  those  properties  in  things  of  the  Sublime ;  such  as  Vacuity,  Dark- 
arc  fitted  to  raise  correspondent  affections  ness,  Solitude,  Silence,  and  Extent  To 
in  the  mind ;  and  in  the  last  he  considers  the  idea  of  Vastness,  he  refers  in  some 
the  operation  of  words.  degree  another  impression,  that  of  Infinity 

The  inquiry  opens  by  establisliing  the  which  arises  when  we  do  not  see  the 

doctrine  of  a  distinction  between  positive  bounds  of  any  large  object,  or  when  its 

and  relative  pain  and  pleasure  ;afler  which  parts  are  so  continued  to  any  indefinite 

the  passions  are  recluced  to  two  heads,  number,  that  the  imagination  meets  nc 

those  ofself-preservation,  and  those  of  so-  check  to  hinder  its  extending  them  a1 

ciety.     To  tne  first  of  these  principles  are  pleasure. 

referred  all  the  passions  which  have  their  Having  examined  extension,  the  authoi 

origin  in  positive  pain,  and  relative  plea-  proceeds  to  consider  Light  and  Colours 

sure ;  while  to  the  latter  are  assigned  all  He  observes  that  in  general.  Darkness  ii 

the  relative  pams  and  positive  pleasures,  a  more  sublune  idea  3ian  Light,  becau8< 
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tlie  latter  unless  it  be  unusually  splendid,  us ;  we  may  every  moment  strike  against 

is  of  too  common  occurrence  to  anect  the  some  dangerous  obstructions ;  we  may 

mind.    On  the  same  principle  he  makes  fall  down  a  precipice,  the  first  step  wa 

duskycoloursjor  at  least  those  which  are  take;  and  if  an  enemy  approach,  we 

▼ery  strong,  causes  of  the  Sublime  in  pre-  know  not  in  what  qusirter  to  defend  our- 

ference  to  those  which  are  light  and  oril-  selves;  in  such  a  case,  strength  is  no 

liant.  sure  protection ;  wisdom  can  only  act  by 

We  are  next  called  to  the  other  senses,  guess ;  the  boldest  are  staggered  j  and  he 

the  principal  of  which  is  Hearing ;  and  who  would  pray  for  nothing  else  is  forced 

here,  conformable  to  the  general  doctrine,  to  prajr  for  light. 

pieat  loudness  is  stated  to  be  ^rand  in  the  Having  largeljr  ex()licated  the  physical 

highest  degree,  while  intermitting  sounds,  cause  of  the  passion,  in  which  the  princi- 

the  cries  of  animals,  and  sudden  silence  pie  of  sublimity  ori^ginates,  the  inquirer 

are  considered,  according  to  circumstan-  proceeds  to  a  consideration  of  Love,  as 

ces,  as  accessory  causes  of  the  Sublime,  the  passion  naturally  produced  by  Beau* 

The  fourth  part  of  the  Inquiry  treats  of  ty :  and  here  among  various  remarks  of 

the  connexion  which  subsists  between  uncommon  force  and  elegance,  is  one  on 

certain  qualities  in  bodies,  and  particular  the  contrast  between  small  and  vast  ob- 

emotions  of  the  human  mind,  in  brder  to  jects,  which  cannot  easily  be  paralleled 

discover  the  efficient  cause  of  the  Sublime  by  anything  in  the  writings  of  ancient  or 

and  Beautiful.    In  the  course  of  this  ab-  modem  phirosophers. 

struse  disquisition,  the  bodily  efiects  of  The  fifth  part  on  the  influence  of  Words, 

Pain  and  Terror   are  described,  from  is  no  less  argumentative  and  original  than 

whence  arises  a  question,  how  anything  the  rest  of  the  Inquiry.  In  this  part,  words 

allied  to  such  hnpressions  can  be  produc-  are  divided  into  three  clases. — The  first 

tive  of  delight.    In  answer  to  this,  the  class  comprehends  those  which  are  a^gre- 

author  observes,  that  inaction  is  a  very  ^ates,  or  such  as  represent  many  simple 

noxious  principle,  and  the  cause  of  many  ideas  united  by  nature  to  form  one  deter- 

dangerous  distempers  by  the  languor  it  minate  composition,  as  man,  horse,  tree, 

occasions ;  that  exercise  which  resembles  &c.    The  second  class  consists  of  words, 

labor  and  pain,  in  being  an  exertion  of  the  which  stand  for  one  simple  idea  of  such 

contracting  power  of  the  muscles,  is  the  compounds  and  no  more,  as  red,  blue, 

best  cure  for  dejection  and  spleen,  and  round,  square,  and  the  Hke ;  these  are 

that  therefore  it  is  accompamed  with  a  called  simple  abstract  words.    The  third 

degree  of  pleasure.                    ^  class  is  formed  by  an  arbitrary  union  of 

Afler  this  the  nature  of  Vision  comes  both  the  others,  and  of  the  various  rela- 
under  examination,  in  order  to  shew  how  tions  between  them,  in  greater  or  less  de- 
bodies  of  vast  dimensions,  are  capable  of  grees  of  complexity  ;  as  virtue,  honor, 
excitmg  the  contraction  or  tension  of  the  persuasion,  magistrate,  and  the  like, 
nerves ;  which  property  is  attributed  to  These  last  are  the  compound  abstract 
the  impressions  made  on  the  eye,  by  the  words,  of  whidi  the  author  says,  that  not 
rays  reflected  back  upon  it  nom  those  being  real  essences,  they  harldly  cause 
objects.                                     *  any  real  ideas.  This,  however,  is  a  doubt- 

The  Inquiry  is  next  directed  to  the  ful  position,  and  somewhat  paradoxical, 

nature  of  Succession,  and  the  uniformity  for  surely,  though   determinate  images 

of  Sounds  in  order  to  explain  their  eflects,  cannot  be  raised  in  the  mind  by  such 

and  the  analogy  between  them  and  visi-  terms,  simply  expressed,  it  seems  too  far 

ble  things.    Our  author  now  enters  into  from  a  just  conclusion,  that  no  ideas 

contact  with  Locke  on  the  subjectof  Dark-  whatever  are  suggested  by  them.    Virtue 

ness,  which  that  great  writer  says,  does  for  instance  is  a  word  that  cannot  excite 

not  naturally  convey  an  idea  of  terror,  -an  image,  or  be  embodied,  as  it  were,  to 

Mr.  Burke,  on  the  contrary,  maintains  the  mind's  eye,  yet  where  is  the  person 

that  there  is  an  association  which  makes  of  understanding,  who  is  destitute  of  an 

obscurity  terrible,  and  he  supports  his  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the  expression, 

opinion  by  an  appeal  to  experience ;  for  though  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  give  a 

in  utter  darkness,  it  is  impossible  to  know  precise  definition  of  it. 

in  what  degree  of  safety  we  stand ;  we  There  is  another  questionable  assertion 

are  ignorant  of  the  objects  that  surround  in  this  part,  and  that  is  where  the  inge- 
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nioos  author  says, "  So  little  does  Poetry  European    SettlemeDts    n    Amerid 

depend  for  its  effect  on  the  power  of  which  the  public  voice  lonff  ooociarre 

raimng  sensible  images,  that  I  am  con-  ascribing  to  Mr.  Burke,  wwiovt  any  c 

vinced  it  would  lose  a  very  considerable  tradiction  of  it  on  his  part;  dcmt  was  k 

part  of  its  energy,  if  this  were  the  necea-  sometime  alter  his  demise,  that  his  li 

sary  result  of  all  description — because  to  the  work  was  called  in  question.    T 

that  union  of  af&cting  words,  which  is  the  performauice  was  worthy  of  his  i 

the  most  powerful  of  ail  poetical  instru-  few  persons  who  have  read  it  caren 

ments,  would  frequently  lose  its  force  will  venture  to  deny;  and  certain  i 

along  with  its  propriety,  and  consistency,  that  the  ablest  judges  of  Kteraiy  com 

if  the  sensible  images  were  always  ex-  sition,  and  those  me  most  intimate  n 

dted.**  Mr.  Burks,  very  readily  acquiesced 

In  opposition  to  this  doctrine,  it  is  suffi-  the  general  opinion  of  its  ongin.    1 

cient  to  adduce  the  authority  of  Longi-  Abbe  Raynal,  in  particular,  waa  bo  s 

nns^  to  whom  alone,  as  a  pnilosophioJ  sible  of  the  value  of  this  histoiy  of 

critic,  is  Burke  inferior.    That  elegant  European  Colonies  in  America,  as  to 

writer  in  his  section  on  imagery,  says,  corporate  almost  the  whole  of  it  in 

*'  Visions,   which   by  some   are   callea  own  elaborate  and  philosophical  work 

images,    contribute   very   much  to  the  the  Indies.    Another  publication,  but 

weight,  magnificence,  and  force  of  com-  a  more  permanent  character,  which  at  t 

position.    The  name  of  an  image  is  gene-  period  did  credit  to  the  fertile  genius  I 

rally  given  to  any  idea,  however  repre.  indefatigable  industrv  of  Burkb,  was  i 

sented  to  the  mind,  which  is  communica-  Annual  Remster.    There  is  reason  to  I 

ble  to  others  by  discourse :  but  a  more  lieve,  that  the  idea  of  this  valuable  co 

particular  sense  of  it  has  now  become  piiation,  suggested  itself  during  the  p 

prevalent :  when  for  instance,  the  imagi-  gress  of  the  preceding  history,  occasioB 

nation  is  so  warmed  and  affected,  that  by  the  difficulties  which  the  author  fou 

you  seem  to  behold  yourself,  the  very  in  his  research,  after  the  facts  necessf 

things  you  are  describing,  and  to  display  for  the  elucidation  of  his  subject     Up 

them  to  the  life,  before  the  eyes  of  an  au-  this  he  drew  up  the  plan  of  a  yea 

dience.    Rhetorical  and  poetical  images,  volume,  to  contain  a  digested  record 

however,  have  a  different  object;   the  foreign  and  domestic  events ;  an  arran| 

design  of  the  latter  is  surprise,  Uiatof  the  ment  of  public  papers  with  other  doc 

former  is  perspicuity."  mentaiy  matter ;  and  extracts  from  m 

Thus  tne  greatest  critic  of  antiquity,  books  of  importance,  illustrative  of  t 

held  imagery  to  be  the  highest  efiect  oi  literary,  scientific,  and  politicsd  history 

mental  exertion  ;  whereas  our  illustrious  the  times.     The  plan  being  submitted 

modern  will  not  allow  that  Poetry  can  Dodsley,  was  readily  adopted  by  tli 

with  any  propriety  be  called  an  art  of  active  publisher,  and  in  the  month 

imitation  ;  in  which  opinion,  we  believe,  June  1759,  the  first  volume  made  its  a 

he  has  had  but  few  if  any  followers.    Nor  pearance,  all  the  original  matter  of  whi 

indeed  has  the  principal  doctrine  of  his  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Burke,  who  co 

admirable  work,  that  of  making  Terror  tinned  to  Vrite  the  historical  part,  and 

the  great  cause  of  the  Sublime,  been  superintend  the  whole  collection  for  mai 

suiSered  to  pass  without  contradiction,  years  afterwards, 
and  some  wnters  of  late,  have  held  it  up        These  laborious  exertions,  which  h 

to  ridicule  in  a  manner,  which  shows  for  their  object,  the  attainment  of  i 

more  malignity  than  acumen.     To  the  honorable  independence,  produced  a  d 

second  edition  of  the  Inquiry,  the  author  bility  in  the  frame  of  Mr.  Burke,  th 

prefixed  an  excellent  discourse  concern-  gave  great  alarm  to  his  fiiends.     Amen 

ing  Taste,  which  faculty  he  does  not  pre-  these  was  Dr.  Christopher  Nugent,  aph; 

sume  to  describe  by  a  formal  definition,  sician,  and  brother  to  Dr.  Thomas  N 

though  he  ascribes  to  it  the  general  power  gent,  an  author  by  profession,  but  chiet 

of  forming  a  judgment  on  works  of  imagi-  known  to  the  literary  world  by  his  exec 

nation  and  the  arts.  lent  translations.    Both  these  gentlemt 

In  the  same  year  with  this  original  were  the  countrymen  of  Burke,  gre 

Treatise,  came  out,  a  compilation  in  two  admirers  of  his  talents,  and  zealous^  i 

volumes,  entitled,  **An  Account  of  the  promoting  his  interests.    On  perceivia 
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^inroad  which  an  incessant  application  fined  himself  to  a  subject  of  genera}  in  . 
to  study  had  made  in  his  constitution,  &e  terest.  He  entered  into  the  question  of 
benevolent  physician  earnestly  intreated  peace  with  ardour,  and  m  some  able 
faim  to  quit  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  pamphlets,  endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
and  take  apartments  in  his  house.  This  the  minds  of  ministers,  the  necessity  of 
proposition  was  comphed  with,  and  the  adding  to  our  colonial  strength  in  the 
good  efl^ts  of  it  soon  appeared  in  the  West  Indies,  by  extending  our  posses^ 
renovation  of  health  and  strength.  But  sions  in  the  vicinity.  Most  of  the  tracts 
another  consequence  resulted  from  it,  and  which  he  published  on  this  occasion  are 
that  was  a  sympathetic  afiection  between  now  lost,  or  forgotten ;  since  up  to  thi» 
the  invalid,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Nu-  period,  and  beyond  it,  he  never  affixed  hi» 
gent ;  which,  within  a  short  space,  terrai-  name  to  any  of  his  publications.  But  the 
nated  in  a  mariiage  ;  and  though  the  performances  of  wnich  we  are  speaking^ 
young  lady  had  not  a  shilling  of  portion,  were  known  to  Johnson,  through  whom 
a  happier  couple  never  existed,  insomuch  the  author  became  introduced  to  Mr. 
that  to  the  end  of  his  days,  Mr.  Burkr  William  Fitzherbert,  the  father  of  lord 
was  wont  to  say  to  his  fnends,  that "  In  St  HeleaBT  ThTs*  gentleman  who  was 
all  the  anxious  moments  of  his  pubhc  life,  member  of  parliament  for  the  town  of 
every  care  vanished  when  he  entered  his  Derby,  broughTMr.  Burke  acquainted 
own  housa"  with  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  and 
But  though  this  alliance  was  not  lucra-  lord  Vemey,  at  the  very  ume  when  the 
tive,  it  was  extremely  fortunate,  by  bring-  former  of  those  noblemen  became  the 
ing  our  author  into  an  extensive  cu-cle^xtf  head  of  a  party,  which  in  a  short  time 
acouaintance.  consisting  of  persbttsin*^  efiected  a  change  in  the  administration, 
highest  stations,  and  others  of  established!  The  measures  of  Mr.  Georfire  Grenville. 
credit  in  the  world  of  letters.  The  bene*  particularly  in  regard  to  the  imposition 
fit  of  these  connexions  was  quickly  felt,  of  a  Stamp  Duty  in  America,  giving 
and  when  the  earl  of  Halifax  was  appoint-  general  offence,  occasioned  his  dismissal 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  October,  1761^  to  Som  office  at  the  beginning  of  1765 ;  and 
the  viceroy alty  of  Ireland^  Mr.^BuRKR  in  the  new  arrangement  wluclTOclTpftce, 
obtained  a  situation  in  his  suRe  as  one  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  was  made 
his  secretaries.  The  government  of  loard  first  lord  of  toe  treasury; -jThis  was  a 
Halifax  lasted  only  a  few  months^  he  being  brilliant  prospect;  to  Mrr  6urke,  for  he 
recalled  the  following  suugflffigrU^  an  was  immediately  appointejijTixatfi.a£pre- 
active  part  m theadminislrafion  ai^home :  tary  to  the  prime  imnister.  as  his  brother 
and  MnlBuRKE  returned  with Hm, having  William  was  to  general  Conway,  one  of 
previously  secured  a  pension  of  two  "bun-  the  secretaries  of  state.  The  same  year, 
dred  a  year,  on  the  Irish  establishment.  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  was  elected  into 
It  does  not  app^  that  he'enjoyed  any  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Wcndovef r 
preferment  in  England,  at  this  time,  though  m  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  interest  oi 
liis  friend  William  Gerard  Hamilton  con-  lord  Vemey.  This  administration  was 
tinned  in  favour  with  Lord  Halifax,  and  formed  under  the  mediation  of  the  duke 
was  appointed  his  under  secretary  of  state,  of  Cumberland,  with  the  co-operation  of 
Thatgendeman  is  said  to  have  soon  after-  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  who  it  was  ex- 
wards  quarrelled  with  Burke  ;  who  in  pected  would  have  taken  the  lead  in  the 
consequence  threw  up  his  pension,  and  new  cabinet  But  the  old  statesman  de- 
onoe  more  had  recourse  to  bis  pen  for  a  clined  the  distinction,  when  the  honour 
support  The  feehngsofthe  public,  were  was  ofiered  to  him,  and  the  report  went 
at  tnis  period  much  agitated  by  the  ascen-  current  at  the  time,  that  during  the  settle- 
dency  of  lord  Bute,  and  the  prospect  of  a  ment,  he  plainly  told  the  marquis  of  Rock- 
peace,  so  that  the  field  of  pohtics  pi^ent-  ingham,  that  he  must  be  first  lord  of  the 
ed  an  abundance  of  matter  for  the  exer-  treasury,  and  that  when  his  lordship  ob- 
dse  of  a  mind  stored  with  reading,  inured  jected  to  the  appointment,  on  the  ground 
to  writing,  and  fertile  in  argument  .  of  inexperience,  his  grace  facetiously  an- 
BuRKB,  however,  had  the  good  sense  swered:  '^It  does  not  signify,  marquis, 
and  magnanimity,  notwithstanding  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  you  must  be ; 
neglect  which  he  had  experienc^  to  care  shall  be  taken  to  appoint  proper  per- 
avoid  the  vulgar  topic  of  the  day,  and  couf  sons  to  assist  your  lordship  in  the  business 
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of  yotir  department ;  and  as  to  the  dispo-  upon  principle,  rednced  the  <]uestion  toCj 
sal  of  the  places  in  your  lordship's  power,  seiWiis  dilemma.  The  administration  U 
if  you  are  not  qualified  there,  I  am  ready  which  Mr.  Burke  belonged,  were  there 
to  undertake  that  part  of  your  oflSce  my-  fore  involved  in  difficulties,  out  of  whid 
self"  it  was  pcarcely  possible  to  escape,  withou 
But  though  this  administration  was  giving  offence  at  home  or  abroad.  Some 
formed  on  broad  principles,  and  compri-  thine,  however,  was  to  be  done,  and  tb 
Bed  men  whose  integrity  could  not  be  method  adopted  appeared  no  doubt  in  th< 
called  in  question,  it  was  far  from  giving  minds  of  the  projectors  best  calculated  U 
satisfaction  to  the  people,  who  were  then,  allay  the  ferment  that  had  been  excited 
as  they  had  been  indeed  for  the  space  of  and  to  pacify  all  parties  on  both  sides  ol 
four  years  prior,  in  a  state  of  high  politi-  the  Atlantic  But  they  were  mistaken 
cal  fever.  Much  scurrility  was  thrown  for  though  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aci 
out  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the  mem-  was  conciliatory,  the  act  which  accompfr 
bers,  and  among  the  rest  the  two  Burkes  nied  it,  asserting  the  right  of  parliament  tc 
came  in  for  then- share  of  abuse.  It  was  legislate  for  the  colonies  in  everything 
roundly  averred  that  Edmund  was  a  con-  only  added  fresh  fuel  to  the  fire.  Thew 
cealed  Jesuit,  and  that  William  had  borne  was  certainly  much  inconsistency  in  thif 
arms  in  the  rebellion  of  1745 ;  though  it  proceeding,  m  which  light  it  was  viewec 
was  well  known  that  the  former  was  edu-  by  the  Americans,  who  had  senre  enougl 
cated  first  in  a  Protestant  seminary,  and  to  perceive  that  it  was  in  fact  nothing 
next  in  the  college  of  Dublin,  and  tfiat  his  more  than  a  temporary  piece  of  policy 
brother  was  not  more  than  twelve  years  in^anded  to  last  iust  as  long  and  no  longei 
old  at  the  period  when  he  was  said  to  ti^  as  }t  suited  the  purposes  of  the  con* 
have  joined  the  standard  of  the  Preten-  tnvers.  There  were  various  opinions  at 
der.  This  miserable  calumny  arose  from  to  the  direct  author  of  this  goodly  scheme 
the  circumstance  of  the  marriage  of  £d-  but  the  common  one  hitherto  has  been 
MUND  Burke  into  a  Roman  Catholic  that  it  emanated  from  the  active  mind  of 
family,  but  all  the  branches  of  his  own,  Mr.  Buree,  who  certainly  considered  i' 
as  well  as  himself^  were  members  oTTKe  one  of  the  beneficial  acts  of  the  party  witl 
Established  Church.  ~  whom  he  was  connected.  Others,  how- 
The  procfloliings  of  this  administration  ever,  entertained  a  different  opinion  of 
belong  properly  to  history,  and  could  not  its  merits,  and  the  administration  fron 
well  be  compressed  into  a  narrative  of  whence  it  proceeded  became  so  unpopu 
this  brief  description.  It  was  soon  obvi-  lar,  that  within  the  space  of  twelve  monthi 
ous,  however,  that  the  fabric,  whatever  it  was  compelled  to  ^ve  place  to  a  set  oi 
might  be  the  intentions  of  those  who  pro-  men  formeid  under  the  auspices  of  Mr 
jected,  or  of  the  persons  who  composed  Pi^tr  Hi"  became  a  peer,  and  keeper  oi 
it,  was  too  feeble  to  last  long ;  and  the  ffie  privy  seal.  This  change  was  a  grea 
death  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  within  blow  to  Mr.  Burke,  who  retired  fron 
four  months  afler  its  formation,  gave  it  a  ofiice  without  Tiaving  secured  a  pension 
shock  that  could  not  be  repaired.  During  but  in  this  disinterested  conduct  he  die 
its  existence  much  vigour  was  manifest-  not  stand  alone,  for  the  whole  body  of  hif 
ed,  and  many  designs  were  laid  for  the  collea^es  threw  up  their  places  on  the 
correction  of  abuses,  the  encouragement  same  independent  principle.  The  neni 
of  trade,  and  above  all  for  the  conciliation  cabinet  gave  as  little  satisfaction  to  the 
of  the  American  colonies.  But  in  pursu-  nation  as  that  which  had  been  so  ungra- 
ing  the  last  measure  the  new  ministers  ciously  dismissed  ;  and  the  earl  of  Chat- 
were  very  unfortunate.  The  Grenville  ham,  who  had  been  so  long  the  populai 
Earty  were  for  enforcing  the  Stamp  Duty  favourite,  was  now  made  the  object  of 
y  coercion,  not  so  much  perhaps  in  re-  contiiual  abuse  in  pamphlets  ana  news- 
gard  to  the  lucrative  advantages  of  that  ^pers.  Even  his  brother-in-law,  ear! 
particular  branch  of  revenue,  as  from  a  Temple,  not  only  refused  to  take  a  pari 
desire  to  carry  forward  a  general  system  in  this  motley  administration,  but  publish' 
of  colonial  taxation.  Mr.  Pitt,  and  his  ed  a  severe  diatribe  on  the  conduct  of  his 
numerous  adherents,  on  the  contrary  de-  noble  relative,  who  was  charged  by  him 
nied  the  right  of  the  British  parliament  to  in  plain  terms  with  aiming  at  a  perpetual 
tax  the  cmonies  at  all,  an'd  this  conflict,  dictatorship. 
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It  was  soon  seen,  and  pretty  ^nerally  of  his  eloquence,  with  unceasing  vigour 

admitted,  that  whatever  errors  mi^ht  have  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  at  the 

been  committed  by  the  former  mmisters,  same  time  followed  up  his  attacks  with 

little,  if  anything  was  gained  by  their  re-  equal  power  through  the  medium  of  the 

moval ;   and  though  the  talents  of  the  prejt 

prime  mover  of  the  machine  were  un-  Immediately  after  his  dismissal  from^ 
questionably  great,  they  were  rendered  in  office,  he  published  "  A  Short  History  of 
a  considerable  degree  inefficient,  by  the  a  late  Short  Administration,"  which  was 
confessed  imbecility  of  several  of  his  as-  printed  on  a  broad  sheet,  and  very  widely 
sociates.     The  description   which   Mr.  distributed  throughout  the  empire,  in  order 
BuRKB,  some  years  afterwards  in  a  fa-  to  make  the  nation  sensible  of  the  great 
mous  speech  gave  of  this  heterogeneous  loss  it  had  sustained,  by  the  extinction  of  -jf 
composition,  though  highly  ludicrous,  was  measures,  which  had  *  been  partially  com-  '  "^ 
perfectly  correct    Having  defended  the  menced  for  the  encouragement  oi  trade, 
phalanx  to  which  he  belonged,  and  be-  and  the  restoration  of  tran^Juillity. 
stowed  some  encomiums  upon  the  per-  On  the  rising  of  parUament  this  year, 
sonal  character  of  thevenerable  lord  Chat-  Mr.  Burke  finding  himself  disengaged 
ham,  he  proceeded  to  animadvert  upon  his  from  public  business,  visited  his  native 
public  conduct  at  the  period  in  question,  island,  where  he  renewed  many  of  those 
"  For  a  wise  man,  he  seemed  to  me  at  the  agreeable  connexions,  which  he  had  form- 
time,"  says  Mr.  Burke,  "to  be  governed  ed  in  his  earlier  years,  and  which,  to  his 
too  much  by  general  maxims.    I  speak  honor,  he  cherished  through  life,  with  sin- 
with  the  fi-eedom  of  history,  and  I  hope  cere  and  warm  af!ection,  even  when  his 
without  ofience.     One  or  two  of  these  friends  became  opposed  to  him  in  politi- 
maxims,  flowing  from  an  opinion,  not  the  cal  sentiments. 

most  indulgent  to  our  unnappy  species.  On  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  in 

and  surely  a  little  too  general,  led  him  1768.  Mr.  Burkk  was  again  returned  for 

into  measures,  that  were  greatly  mischie-  Wendover,  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarka- 

vous  to  himself ;    and,  for  that  reason  ble,  that  Mr.  Fox,  who  now  came  into  the 

among  others,  perhaps  fatal  to  his  coun-  house  of  commons  for  the  first  time,  began 

try ;   measures,  the  effects  of  which,  I  his  oratorical  career  by  encountering  the 

am  afraid,  are  for  ever  incurable.    He  formidable  powers  of  the  roan,  with  wliom 

made  an  administration  so  chequered  and  he  not  Ion  g  afterwards  formed  an  alliance, 

speckled ;  he  put  together  a  piece  of  join-  Mr.  Fox  was  now  an  adherent  of  the  mi- 

ery,  so  crossly  indented  and  whimsically  nisters,  and  an  opponent  of  those  doctrines 

dove- tailed ;  a  cabinet  so  variously  inlaid ;  which  he  at  a  maturer  age  zealously  de- 

such  a  piece  of  diversified  mosaic;  such  fended.    The  great  question  which  then 

a  tessellated  pavement  without  cement,  divided  the  public,  was  the  right  of  par- 

bere  a  bit  of  black  stone,  and  there  a  bit  liament  to  expel  Wilkes  for  his  libels.- 

of  white;  patriots  and  courtiers;  king's  Burke  took  the  popular  side  of  the  argu- 

friends  and  republicans ;  whigs  and  to-  ment,  and  Fox  as  strenuously  maintained, 

ries;  treacherous  friends  and  open  ene-  thatthe  voice  of  the  people  was  only  to  be 

mics ;  that  it  was  indeed  a  very  curious  heard  in  the  house  of  commons.    The 

show,  but  utteriy  unsafe  to  touch,  and  nation  was  thrown  into  a  violent  ferment 

unsure  to  stand  on.      The  colleagues,  by  this  impoUtic,  though  perfectly  legal, 

whom  he  had  assorted  at  the  same  boards,  measure,  and   while   it   engrossed  the 

stared  at  each  other,  and  were  obliged  thoughts  of  all  parties,  a  writer  made  his 

to  ask,  *Sir,  your  name? — Sir,  you  have  appearance,  who  through  the  medium  of 

the  advantage  of  me ;  Mr.  Such-a-one—  a  newspaper,  and  covered  with  a  mask 

I  beg  a  thousand  pardons.* — ^I  venture  to  that  has  never  been  removed,  blew  up  the 

say,  it  did  so  happen,  that  persons  had  a  flame  to  the  utmost  daring  of  sedition. 

«ngle  office  divined  between  them,  who  It  was  very  evident  that  the  letters  of 

had   never  spoke  to  each  in  their  lives  Junius  proceeded  fi-om  one,  who  was  well 

until  they  found  themselves,  they  knew  acquainted  with  the  members  of  adminis- 

not  how,  pigging  together,   hea!ds  and  tration,  and  owed  them  a  grudge  for  in- 

points,  in  tne  same  truckle  bed."  juries,  either  real  or  imagined,  which  the 

Against  this   administration  while  it  author  had  received  from  them.     The 

last^  Mr.  Burke  directed  tiie  artillery  asperity  he  felt  running  through  these 
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cd  when  a  deputation  of  mcrchanta  came  Burkk,  when  it  came  to  hia  tuni  to  ipetki 

from  Bristol  to  invito  Mr.  Burkk  to  be-  manfully  refused  to  admit,  and  tor  M 

come  a  candidate  for  the  representation  dblng  he    assigned  reasons,  which  the 

of  that  opulent  city.    This  was  an  unex-  ^iter  of  this  sketch  happens  to  know, 

poctod  oner,  but  one  that  was  too  honor-  atoned  conviction  home  to  many  of  hii 

able  and  important  to  be  slighted.  hearers,  though  they  were  before  of  ■ 

Courtesy,  however,  required  an  atten-  different  opinion.    The  substance  of  hii 

tion  to  forms,  and  Mr.  Burkk  went  to  argrument  was  this:  '* Government  and 

consult  his  fnends,  who  were  then  sat  legiiiation  are  matters  of  reason  and  judg- 

down  to  dinner,  upon  the  line  of  conduct  mont,  and  not  of  indination ;  but  wbd 

be  should  pursue.    There  was  but  one  sort  of  reason  is  that,  in  which  thedeter- 

opinion  on  the  matter,  for  all  present  were  mination  precedes  the  discussion,  Inwhidi 

attached  to  lord  Rockingham,  and  the  one  set  ofmcn'deiiberaie  and  another  de> 

present  was  an  opportunity  of  strength-  cide  7  and  where  those  who  fonAtKe-een- 

ening  the  common  cause  m  which  they  elusion  are  perhaps  three  hundred  milei 

were  all  concerned.     Accordingly  a  com-  distant  from,  those _glitt_liear  tm  aigo- 

pliance  with  the  Whigs  of  Bristol  was  roents?    ^Parliament'*  said  Mr.  i^URKl, 

unanimously    recommended,    and    Mr.  **is  not  a  congress  of  ambassadors  from 

Burke,  after  taking  a  short  repast,  threw  different  and  hostile  interests ;  which  in- 

himselt  into  a  post  chaise,  and  travelling  terests  each  must  maintain,  as  an  agent 

night  and  day,  reached  the  place  of  his  and  advocate,  against  other  agents  and 

destination  on  the  13th  of  October,  which  advocates;  but  parliament  is  a  deliben- 

was  the  sixth  day  of  the  poll     The  can-  tive  assembly  of  one  nation,  with  one  in- 

didates  were  lord  Clare,  (afterwards  earl  terest,  that  of  the  whole;  where  not  local 

Nugent)  and  Mr.  Brickdale  on  the  Tory  purposes,  not  local  prejudices  ought  to 

or  High  Church  interest,  and  Mr.  Cruger  guiae,  but  the  general  good,  resulting  from 

and  Mr.  Burke  supported  by  the  dissen-  Uie  general  reason  of  the  whole." 

ters  who  then  formM,  as  they  ever  have  To  this  sound,  constitutional  doctrine, 

done,  a  commanding  influence  in  the  cor-  Mr.  Burke  invariably  adhered  throngh 

poration  and  representation  of  that  great  the  whole  of  his  parliamentary  histoiy, 

city.     The  contest  on  this  occasion  was  though  some  perhaps  will  be  inclined  Ui 

unu8uall3r  severe,  but  it  terminated  afler  a  think  that  in  submitting  to  be  a  partizan 

scrutiny,  in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  he  deviated  nearly  as  much  on  the  othef 

popular  candidates.  hand  fi'om  the  true  principle  of  patriotism, 

Mr.  Burkr*8  speeches  to  the  electors  which  ought  to  distinguish  all  the  mem- 
were  very  much  and  deservedly  admired,  bers  of  a  national  council.  It  is  a  ques- 
8o,  that  though  he  was  the  second  in  the  tion  not  easily  answered,  whedier  the  man 
return,  he  entirely  eclipsed  his  colleague,  who  enlists  in  the  trammels  of  a  party,  has 
Crusjer  was  an  American  jnerchant,  who  more  claim  to  pubUc  respect,  than  he  who 
by  running  away  with  the  daughter  of  an  takes  the  dictum  of  his  constituents  for  the 
eminent  banker,  had  acquired  considera-  absolute  rule  of  his  conduct  Certain  it 
ble  property  at  Bristol,  which  with  his  is,  however,  that  though  the  one  has  more 
being  a  native  of  New  York,  procured  scope  for  the  display  of  his  powers  than 
him  an  interest  that  he  was  far  from  being  the  other,  it  is  with  an  ill  grace  he  profes- 
entitled  to,  either  on  the  score  of  princi-  ses  to  be  independent,  wliile  to  use  the 
pie  or  of  ability.  Of  the  extent  of  his  language  of  Goldsmith  concerning  his 
talent  he  gave  a  curious  specimen,  when  friend  Burke,  "He  gives  up  to  party  what 
aflcr  an  eloquent  harangue  made  on  the  was  meant  for  mankind." 
Exchangi^  by  his  associate,  finding  that  a  One  of  the  first  acts  of  this  great  man 


the  beginning  of  the  election,  but  at  the  was  a  renunciation  of  the  right  of  parlia- 

dose  of  it  he  was  somewhat  better  pre-  ment,  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies,  and 

pared,  and  told  his  constituents  tiiat  their  allowing  to  the  provincial  assemblies  the 

will  should  be  his  rule,  and  that  in  all  privilege  of  making  such  grants  as  should 

^ngs  he  should  VQi^'j^Cflxdingjo  their  suit  their  respective  circumstances.    Tlus 

directions.     This  sUvish  pniicipinWr.  scheme,  feasible  as  it  might  appear  to  the 
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projector  and  his  friends,  failed,  however,  particularly  those  of  Bristol,  that  they  set 
to  make  an  impression  upon  the  house,  every  engine  at  work  to  prevent  a  mea- 
and  therefore  all  the  propositions  founded  sure,  whidi  was  called  for  by  the  exigency 
upon  it,  were  rejected  hy  a  great  majority,  of  the  times,  as  much  as  by  the  principle 
When,  in  the  course  of  the  same  session,  of  natural  justice.    Burke  was  instructed 
the  measure  of  introducing  German  troops  by  the  electors  of  Bristol  to  oppose  the 
was  adopted  without  the  consent  of  par-  bill,  but  he  had  the  manliness  to  venture 
liament,  Mr.  Burke  lifted  up  his  voice  nptrn  riffkingJhnjr fiiflplnagiiirO|  rnthcr  thnn 
with  powerful  eloquence  against  the  un-  pursue,  out  of  mere  policy,  a  line  of  con- 
constitutional  proceeding,  and  in  answer  duct  which  his  conscience  disapproved, 
to  Wedderburne,  the  solicitor  general,  He  wrote  two  letter^on  the  subject  one  to 
whb  defended  it  in  an  elaborate  speech,  the  heads  of  a  private  commercial  housa^ 
which  he  concluded  by  moving  the  pre-  and  the  other  to  the  master  of  the  compa- 
vioos  question;    he  observed,  that  the  nyofm^jcftiant  adventurers^  in  both  which 
leamed!^gentleman  had  ransacked  history,  he  laid  doivhi  the  most  solid  maxims  of 
statutes  and  journals,  and  had  taken  a  trade,  and  advanced  the  most  satisfactory 
very  long  journey,  as  was  usual  with  him,  reasons  in  support  of  the  legislative  grant, 
through  which  he  did  not  wish  to  follow  which  they  reprobated, 
him,  but  he  was  always  glad  to  meet  him  These  arguments,  however,  were  thrown 
on  lus  return  home.  '* Let  us"  said  Burke,  away  upon  minds  that  viewed  every  object 
'*  strip  offthis  learned  foliage  entirely  from  through  the  discoloured  medium  ofpreju- 
his  argument ;  let  us  unswathe  this  Egyp^  dice  and  self-interest.    Two  other  stej)s 
tian  corpse,  and  bereave  it  of  its  salt,  gum,  of  Mr.  'Burke,  which  while  they  did  lum 
and  mummy,  and  see  what  sort  of  a  dry  honour,  save  great  ofience  to  the  good 
skeleton  it  is  underneath — nothing  but  a  people  of  Bristol ;  where  the  part  he  took 
precedent  I    The  gentleman  asserts,  that  m  regard  to  lord  Beauchamp's  bill  for  the 
a  bill  only  can  dedare  the  consent  of  par-  Rehef  of  Debtors,  and  his  vigorous  sup- 
liament — ^not  an  address — ^not  a  resolution  port  of  sir  George  Savile's  act  in  behalf 
of  the  bouse ; — yet  he  thinks  that  a  reso-  of  the  Roman  Catholics.     This  last  mea- 
lution  of  the  house  would,  in  this  case,  be  sure,  though  nothing  more  than  what  had 
better  than  a  bill  of  indemnity :  so  that  been  long  called  for  by  every  principle  of 
we  find  a  bill  is  nothing,  a  resolution  is  humanity,  policy,  and  right,  produced  in 
notUng — nay,  I  fearour  liberty  is  nothing:  England   and   Scotland,  that  shameful 
and  that  ere  long,  our  rights,  freedom,  and  combination  of  sectarian  bigotry,  which, 
spirit,  nay  this  house  itself  will  vanish,  in  under  the  specious  name  of  the  Protes- 
a  previous  question."  tant  Association,  brought  an    indelible 
After  opposing  in  vain,  the  measures  stain  upon  the  couptiy,  m  the  riots  of  the 
tRkftn  hy  government  for  the  subjugation  year  1780.     Just  before  the  occurrence 
ofthe colonies, Mf.BuRKEbe^intorelax  of  those  dreadful  outrages,  Mr.  BumsE 
in  his  eflbrts,  and  even  to  be  less  regular  brought  forward,  and  carried  his  motion 
in  his  attendance  in  the  house  ;  in  justifi-  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "For  the  better 
cation  of  which  conduct,  and  at  the  same  regulation  of  his  majesty's  civil  establish- 
time  to  express  his  entire  sense  of  the  ments,  and  of  certain  public  offices ;  for 
question  then  at  issue,  he  wrote  at  the  the  limitation  of  pensions,  and  tfa|£|^up- 
beginnme  of  1777,  a  letter  to  the  sheriffs  pression  of  sundry  useless,  expensi^and 
of  BfisUH,  whidi  was  soon  afterwards  inconvenient  places,  and  for  applying  the 
printed  with  the  consent,  and  most  proba-  monies  savecf  thereby  for  the  pubUc  ser- 
biy  at  the  desire  of  the  author.    Hitherto  vice." 

perfect  harmony  had  subsisted  between  But  though  successful  in  this  popular 

nim  and  his  constituents,  but  within  a  object,  it  had  not  the  effect  of  securing 

short  time  after  this,  a  serious  difierence  his  return  for  Bristol  at  the  election  which 

arose,  which  instead  of  being  healed,  be-  took  place  in  the  same  year.    On  his  arri- 

came  wider  by  the  attempts  made  at  ex-  val  in  that  city  after  the  dissolution  of  par- 

planation.    The  first  occasion  of  dislike  liament,  he  found  an  opposition  raised 

given  by  Burkk  to  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  afi;ainst  him,  which,  neither  the  f>ower  of 

was  his  voting  in  favour  of  the  act  for  ex-  his  eloquence  nor  the  interest  of  his  friends 

tending  the  Insh  trade.  Such  was  thenar-  could  overcome.     The  speech  of  Mr. 

row  ^rit  of  the  English  merchants,  but  Burke  on  the  hustings,  in  vindication  of 
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his  parliamentary  oondoct,  was  indeed  a  America,  I  trust,  as  not  the  enemy  id 

masterly  piece  of  declamation,  bat  it  made  England,  1  am  sure,  as  the  friend  of  fDa» 

so  httle  impression  upon  the  hearers,  that  kino,  on  the  resolution  of  the  house  d 

after  a  short  struggle  he  deemed  it  pni-  commons,  carried  by  a  majority  of  niBe> 

dent  to  retire  from  the  contest     A  seat,  teen  at  two  o'clock  this  morning,  in  a  veij 

however,  was  already  provided  for  him  by  full  house.    It  was  the  declaration  of  tw« 

his  great  patron,  and  M alton,  which  he  hundred  and  thirty-four ;  I  think  it  wai 

had  originally  c^uitted  for  Bristol,  now  re-  the  opinion  of  the  whole.    I  trust  it  wil 

turned  him  without  any  difficulty.     It  lead  to  a  speedy  peace  between  the  twt 

merits  observation  in  this  place,  that  not-  branches  of  the  English  nation,  perhafN 

withstanding  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Burke  to  a  general  peace  ;  and  that  our  hapu 

by  the  electors,  the  CUipomie  bed^i  of  Oris-  ness  may  be  an  introduction  to  that  oi  tn 

tol,  for  IBe^most  part,  adhered  inflexibly  world  at  large.    1  most  sincerely  congn 

to  him,  and  of  this  attachment  they  gave  tulate  you  on  the  event.    I  wish  I  couk 

a  striking  proof  not  long  aflefwajrds,  in  say,  that  I  had  accomplished  my  commif 

choosing  his  brother  Richyd  to  be  their  sion.    Difficulties  remain.     But  as  Mi 

Recorder  on  the#death  6f  Dunning,  lord  Laurens  is  released  from  hisconfinemaiii 

Ashburton.  and  has  recovered  his  health  tolerably,  h 

The  American  War,  after  seven  years  may  wait,  I  hope,  without  a  great  deal  o 

unsuccessful  struggle,  was  now  drawing  inconvenience,  for  the  final  adjustmei 

to  that  point  which  many  sagacious  per-  of  his  troublesome  business.    He  is  a 

sons  had  foreseen  and  predicted.  exceedingly  agreeable   and    honoonibl 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1782,  gene-  man.    I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  th 

ral  Conway  moved  in  the  commons,  a  honour  of  his  acquaintance.    He  speak 

resolution  <*That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  of  you  as  I  do,  and  is  perfectly  seneib! 

house,  that  a  further  continuance  of  an  of  your  warm  and  friendly  interpositio 

oflfensive  war  in  America,  for  the  purpose  in  his  favour, 

of  subduing  by  force,  the  revolted  colo-  "I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

pies,  is  totdly  impracticable,  inasmuch  as  With  the  highest  possible 

it  weakens  that  force  which  we  ought  to  esteem  and  regard,  dear  sir, 

employ  against  our  European  enemies,  Your  most  faithful  and 

ana  which  is  contrary  to  his  majesty's  de-  obedient  humble  servant, 

claration  in  his  most  gracious  speech  from  EDMUND  BURKE 

solution,  afler  a  long  and  warm  debate,  *'*     ' 

was  carried  by  a  mi^rity  of  two  hundred  "General  Burgoyne  presents  his  be 

and  thirty-four,  against  two  hundred  and  compliments  to  you  witn  his  thanks  i 

fMfcfcen  ;  and  the  next  day,  Mr.  Burke  your  obligmg  attentions  towards  him." 
communicated   the   intelligence  to   Dr. 

Franklin,  who  had  a  little  before  request-  Encouraged  by  the  advantage  whi 

ed  his  interest  in  negociating  the  exchange  they  had  gained  in  carrying  this  resol 

of  iV^  Henry  Laurens,  then  in  the  Tower,  tion,  the  opposition  renewed  their  attac 

fo|||p|ieraI  Burgoyne,  who  had  been  taken  upon  the  ministry  with  such  vigour,  tl 

prisoner  at  Saratoga.    In  answer  to  the  on  the  20th  of  March,  lord  North  i 

doctor,  then  at  Paris,  Mr.  Burke  wrote  nounced  his  own  resignation,  and  that 

the  following  letter : —  his  colleagues  in  the  presence  of  an  < 

ceedingly  full  house.      During  the  i 

**  Dear  Sir,  joumment  which  followed  this  notifi 

Your  most  obliging  letter  demanded  tion,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  v 

an  early  answer.     It  has  not  received  intrusted  with  the  arrangement  of  a  n 

the  acknowledgment  which  was  so  justly  administration,  in  which  Mr.  Burke  U 

due  to  it    But  Providence  has  well  sup-  his  part  as  pay-master  of  the  forces,  m 

plied  my  deficiencies;  and  the  delay  of  the  a  seat  in  the  privy  council, 

answer  has  made  it  much  more  satisfac*  The  first  measure  that  occupied 

tory  than  at  the  time  ofmy  receipt  of  your  attention  of  parliament  afler  the  reo 

letter,  I  dared  to  promise  myself  it  could  was  the  passing  of  an  act  in  favour  of! 

be.    I  congratulate  you,  as  the  friend  of  land,  which  was  followed  by  a  bill  to 
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(pialify  revenue  officers  for  Toting  at  elec-  he  came  in  for  his  share  of  obloquy  ibr 

tioiis ;  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  Mr.  the  part  which  he  now  acted.    Attempts 

BmucB  brought  in  his  great  plan  of  re-  have  been  made  to  palliate  and  even  to 

fimn  in  the  civil  expenditure,  by  which,  defend  the  conduct  of  these  great  men  on 

according  to  his  statement,  an  actual  this  occasion ;  but  no  dispassionate  mind 

saving  was  to  be  efiected  of  seventy- two  has  ever  been  jet  able  to  reconcile  it  with 

thousand  pounds  a  year,  with  a  certain  the  pure  principle  of  political  integrity. 

prospect  of  increase.  If  the  pertinacity  of  lord  North,  wl3e  m 

Seme  members  objected  to  the  bill,  that  power,  to  carry  on  the  American  war, 

it  fell  short  of  the  original  outline ;  but  the  arose,  as  was  said,  from  the  influence  of 

author  of  it  entered  into  the  grounds  of  high  authority,  he  was  not  a  man  worthy 

the  alterations,  stating,  that  they  had  been  of  the  public  confidence,  and,  therefore,  a 

made  in  com[Miance  with  the  opinions  of  junction  with  him  was  a  reproach  to  the 

others,  or  firom  a  fuller  consideration  of  party  who  had  uniformly  opposed  him : 

the  fMuticular  cases  ;  at  the  same  time  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  line  he  pur- 

pledmng  himself,  that  he  would  be  ready  sued  was  on  his  part  as  voluntaiy  and 

at  alltimes  to  obey  the  call  for  prosecuting  inic[uitous,  as  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends 

a  more  complete  and  extensive  system  of  mamtained  it  to  be,  then  it  is  impossible 

Reform.  to  iustify  the  alliance  which  they  made 

This  bill  was  followed  by  another  for  witn  the  man,  who,  according  to  their  ao- 

the  regulation  of  the  firamer's  own  oflice,  count  was  deserving  of  the  block. 

but  the  lateness  of  the  season,  would  not  The  truth  is,  and  no  sophistiy  can  repd 

allow  time  for  the  completion  of  all  the  its  force,  that  the  project  of  a  coalition 

plans   of  regulation  and  retrenchment  sprung  from  the  single  motive  of  ambition, 

which  he  had  projected,  and  these  with  and  the  desire  of  pace.    Separately  the 

the  other  designs  of  the  new  ministiy,  two  parties  were  unable  to  attain  the  ob- 

were  entirely  frustrated  by  the  demise  of  ject,  which  each  had  in  view,  and  there- 

the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  on  the  1st  fore,  in  defiance  of  all  public  principle^ 

of  July,  1782.     This  unfortunate  event  they  had  recourse  to  this  measure  ofan 

discovered  the  feeble  texture  of  the  ad-  union,  in  full  confidence,  that  they  should 

ministration,  of  which  that  amiable  noble-  be  able,  without  difficulty,  to  command 

man  was  the  head ;  for  lord  Shelbume,  a  majority  in  the  house.    They  did  so, 

afterwards  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  being  but  their  triumph  was  of  short  duration, 

appointed  premier,  without  consulting  the  and  thej  found  that  the  good  sense  of  the 

fitockingham  division  of  the  cabinet  the  people  is  not  to  be  imposed  upon,  even 

principus  of  that  party  immediately  re-  by  the  most  splendid  talents,  wnen  those 

simiea  their  offices.     These  were,  lord  talents  are  palpably  employed  in  recond- 

Jofan  Cavendish,  chancellor  of  the  ex-  ling  gross  contradictions.    The  views  of 

chequer,  who  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  the  coalesced  ministers  were  seen  through, 

Bdr.  Fox,  secretary  of  state,  whose  place  and  though  a  temporary  ascendancy  in 

was  filled  up  by  lord  Sidney ;   and  Mr.  the  house  of  commons  was  obtained,  by 

BuRKB,  who  gave  way  to  his  old  fiiend  them,  sufficient  to  give  them  assurance, 

colonel  Barrd.  the  hollowness  of  the  foundation  was 

After  tiie  conclusion  ofthe  general  peace  soon  discovered.     The  celebratfed  bill, 

of  1783,  a  political  manoeuvre  was  played,  brought  in  and  carried  through  Che  lower 

which,  though  it  had  the  efiect  of  restoring  house  by  Mr.  Fox,  for  the  better  govem- 

Mr.  BuRKK  and  his  colleagues,  for  a  short  ment  of  British  India,  was  thrown  out  by 

time,  to  the  reins  of  power,  brought  upon  the  peers,  and  in  December  of  the  same 

them  a  torrent  of  abuse,  and  the  double  year,  a  new  administration  was  formed 

charge  of  duplicity  and   inconsistency,  under  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  then  no  more 

This  was  the  famous  coalition  between  than  twenty-four  years  of  age.    Thema- 

them  and  lord  North,  the  very  statesman  joritqr  of  the  house  of  commons,  however, 

whose  measures  his  new  associates  had  continued  on  the  side  of  the  dismissed 

for  so  many  years  reprobated  with  exces-  ministers,  who,  on  that  account,  made 

sive  violence  and  repeated  threats  of  im-  themselves  sure  of  displacing  their  ad- 

peachment   Mr.  Burke,  indeed,  had  not  versaries,  that  from  day  to  day,  they  pe- 

marked  hia  hostility  to  that  nobleman  with  remptorily  called  upon  the  young  chan- 

the  same  virulence  as  Mr.  Fox,  but,  still  cellor  of  the  exchequer  to  resign  a  seat, 
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which,  as  they  said,  he  presumptuously  in  this  instance  ;  on  the  contraiy,  the 
held  in  contempt  of  parliament  The  character  of  lord  Shelburne,  renders  the 
situation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  under  such  pecuhar  story  of  his  proposition  for  a  coahtion 
circumstances,  and  opposed  by  so  for-  with  lord  North,  extremely  probable,  and 
midable  an  array  of  numbers  and  abili-  it  is  very  likelv  that  the  latter  nobleman, 
ties,  was  arduous  and  unparalleled.  But  finding  himself  an  object  of  equal  interest 
he  remained  inflexible  at  his  post,  and  to  both  pailies,  tliought  it  his  wisest  way 
endured  the  pelting  of  the  merciless  storm  to  join  tne  strongest  side,  which  certainly 
with  undaunted  firmness,  till  the  month  was  the  Rockingham  division, 
of  May  in  the  following  year,  when  a  It  has  been  said,  but  upon  what  autho- 
dissolution  of  parhament  gave  him  a  sig-  rlty,  does  not  appear,  that  Mr.  Burke 
nal  victory  over  his  antagonists,  who  were  hesitated  about  taking  a  step,  the  hazard- 
now  humbled  in  their  turn  to  a  minority,  ous  nature  of  which  he  instantly  perceiv- 
Thus,  it  was  Mr.  Burke's  fortune  to  be  ed,  and  freely  represented  to  Mr.  Fox, 
reduced  again  to  the  ranks  of  opposition,  who  exerted  all  his  eloquence  to  dissipate 
after  taking  a  part  in  three  aaministra-  his  friend's  apprehensions, 
tions,  neither  of^  which  lasted  a  year,  and  The  next  great  event  in  the  public  Ufe 
from  all  ofwhich  he  retired  without  having  of  Mr.  Burke,  was  the  lengthened  and 
secured  either  a  reversionary  grant  or  laborious  impeachment  of  Warren  Has- 
pension.  tings,  governor-general  of  Bengal.    The 

In  relation  to  this  portion  of  his  life,  we  primary  motive  which  gave  rise  to  this 

cannot  avoid  extracting  a  curious  anec-  extraordinary  prosecution,  has  never  been 

dote  told  by  Dr.  Priestley,  who  was  at  yet  clearly  developed,  but  that  it  origina- 

that  time  on  terms  of  particular  intimacy  ted  with  Mr.  Burke  is  certain,  and  that 

with  Mr.  Burke.    "It  was  early  in  tlie  he  entered  upon  the  subject  in  a  hostile 

year  1783,"  says  the  doctor,  "when  I  spirit  cannot  possibly  be  doubted.    He 

lived  at  Birmingham,  that  Mr.  Burke,  brought  forward  in  parliament,  charges 

accompanied  by  his  son,  called  and  spent  against  Mr.  Hastings,  a  considerable  time 

a  great  part  of  the  afternoon  with  me.  previous  to  the  return  of  (hat  gentleman 

After  much  general  conversation,  he  took  from  India ;  and  immediately  on  his  arri- 

me  aside  to  a  small  terrace  in  the  garden  val  in  1 785,  the  pledge  which  had  been 

in  which  the  house  stood,  to  tell  me  that  made  to  bring  him  before  the  highest  tri- 

lord  Shelburne,  who  was  then  prime  mi-  bunal  of  the  country,  was  redeemed  by 

nister,  finding  his  influence  diminished,  his  accuser,  and  ultimately  carried  into 

and  of  course  his  situation  uncertain,  had  effect  by  the  house  of  commons.     In  the 

naade  proposals  to  join  lord  North.    Ha-  meantime,  the  governor  and  his  friends 

ving  had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  were  not  inactive  in  repelling  the  accusa- 

the  principles  and  character  of  his  lord-  tions  that  were  from  day  to  day  volumi- 

ship  than  Mr.  Burke,  I  seemed  (as  he  nously  heaped  up  by  the  prosecutor :  but, 

must  have  thought,)  a  httle  incredulous  unfortunately  for  Mr.  Hastings,  the  pub- 

on  the  subject.    But  before  I  could  make  he  mind  had  been  already  prejudiced  by 

any  reply,  he  said,  *I  see  you  do  not  be-  statements,  which  few  men  even  in  the 

lieve  me,  but  you  may  depend  upon  it,  senate,  much  less  therefore  in  the  nation 

he  has  made  overtures  to  him,  and  in  at  large,  were  qualified  by  information  to 

writing :'  and  without  any  reply,  I  believe,  comprehend  and  appreciate.    This  was  a 

on  my  part,  (for  I  did  not  give  much  credit  serious  disadvantage  to  the  accused  party, 

to  the  information)  we  returned  to  tlie  rest  who  saw  that  under  such  circumstances, 

of  the  company.    However,  it  was  not  the  most  justifiable  and  even  praisewor- 

much  more  than  a  month,  or  six  weeks,  thy  acts,  were  hable  to  be  perverted  into 

after  this,  before  he  himself  did  the  very  crimes,  by  the  subtile  power  of  rhetoric, 

thing,  that  whether  right  or  wrong,  expe-  appealing  to  the  passions,  and  operating 

dient  or  inexpedient,  (for  there  were  vari-  upon  the  credulitv  of  ignorance.     Such 

ous  opinions  on  the  subject,)  he  at  that  was  tlie  case  in  this  instance,  for  at  that 

time  mentioned,  as  a  thing  so  atrocious,  period,  when  it  might  have  been  expected 

as  hardly  to  be  credible."  that  the  people  of  this  country  were  tole- 

^^owever  inconsistent  the  conduct  of  rably  well  informed  on  the  subject  of  In- 

Mr.  Burke  may  have  been,  there  is  no  dian  history  and  politics,  nothing  in  fact 

reason  for  calling  in  question  his  veracity,  was  less  understood.    The  nation  had 
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but  JQst  emerged  out  of  a  disgraceful  war,  Yet  it  is  painful  to  reflect  upon  the 
and  the  loss  of  the  American  colonies  harsh  manner  in  which  he  behaved  to- 
made  the  pubUc  very  readily  believe  what  wards  the  eminent  person,  against  whom 
was  boldly  asserted,  that  an  iniquitous  all  these  exertions  were  du-ected,  and 
sjTstem  of  oppression  and  rapacity  had  whose  ruin  was  evidently  sought.  On 
l>een  carried  on  in  Hindostan,  which  not  one  occasion  during  the  trial,  perceiving 
only  stained  the  national  character,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  neglected  the 
would  have  the  efiect  of  putting  an  end  xisual  obeisance  to  the  court  at  his  entry, 
to  our  dominion^  in  the  East  for  ever.  Mr.  Burke  commanded  him  to  kneel,  m 

To  remove  this  impression  was  almost  a  tone  of  voice,  and  with  a  sternness  of 

impossible,  for  the  nature  of  the  tenure  aspect,  that  made  the  whole  assembly 

on  which  our  Oriental  possessions  were  turn  from  him  with  disgust.    Even  some 

held,  could  not  all  at  once  be  made  intel-  of  his  own  party  felt  ashamed  for  him, 

Ugible  to  minds  habituated  to  European  and  Fox  whispered  privately  to  one  oi 

laws,  customs,  and  manners.    Mr.  Has-  his  friends,  in  tnat  cntical  moment,  that 

tings  had  the  whole  weight  of  British  he  would  rather  have  been  Hastings  than 

Incua  to  sustain  during  the  recent  war,  Burke.    As  the  trial  proceeded,  me  ora- 

and  while  the  attention  of  ministers  was  torical  attractions,  which  threw  at  the 

directed  to  the  single  object  of  subjugating  beginning  a  splendour  around  it,  began 

the  refractory  states  oi  America,  the  so-  to  lose  their  efiect:  and  many  who  had 

vemor-general  of  Bengal  was  compeUed  voted  for  the  prosecution,  now  regretted 

to  find  resources  there,  for  the  security  of  their  having  done  so,  when  they  saw  how 

the  important  charge  witb  which  he  was  little  the  evidence  agreed  with  the  charges, 

intrusted.    He  was  in  reality  abandoned  A  year  had  scarcely  expired,  when  the 

to  his  fate  by  the  government  at  home,  conduct  of  Mr.  Burke  came  under  the 

but  by  virtue  of  his  local  knowledge,  consideration  of  the  house  of  commons, 

personal  interest,  and  indefatigable  exer-  and  he  was  censured  in  a  resolution,  for 

tions,  he  was  enabled  not  only  to  pre-  going  beyond  the  powers  delegated  to 

serve  our  Indian  territories,  but  actually  him,  by  charging  Mr.  Hastings  witJi  the 

to  strengthen  them  by  further  acauisi-  murder  of  Nundcomar,  though  nothing 

tions ;  in  consequence  of  which,  all  the  of  that  kind  was  to  be  found  among  the 

attempts  of  the  French  to  dispossess  us  articles  of  accusation. 

on  the  eastern,  as  they  did  on  the  west-  Even  when  the  trial  drew  towards  a 

era,  continent  were  completely  frustrated,  close,  and  every  one  anticipated  what 

Mr.  Burke  and  his  friends,  however,  would  be  the  result,  the  asperity  of  Mr. 

chose  to  overlook  all  this  splendid  ser-  Burke,  instead  of  }rielding,  increased  to 

vice,  and  having*  some  cause  to  be  dis-  a  degree  that  confirmed   many  in  the 

pleased  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Has-  opinion  which  they  had  long  formed,  that 

tings  towards  themselves,  they  were  de-  the  prosecution  originated  in  private  and 

termined  to  immolate  him  at  the  shrine  not  m  public  motives. 

of  party,  by  an  impeachment  for  pecula-  Afrer  the  council  for  Mr.  Hastings  had 

tion,  tyranny,  and  other  high  crimes  and  gone  through  with  the  defence  of  their 

misdemeanors.    Even  a  condensed  nar-  client,  during  which  they  were  often  in- 

cative  of  the  proceedings  that  took  place  terrupted  by  questions  and   objections, 

in  the  house  of  commons  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Burkb  entered  upon  his  reply,  in  the 

would  far  exceed  the  hmits  of  the  present  course  of  which,  he  alternately  soared  to 

memoir;  and  of  the  trial  itself,  which  be-  the  height  of  sublimity,  and  again  sunk 

gan  on  the  12th  of  February,  1788,  and  into  tlie  very  depth  of  vulgar  abuse.     Of 

terminated  on  the  23d  of  April,  1795,  the  latter  he  gave  a  proof  in  saying  "That 

nothing  like  an  abstract  could  possibly  the  insignificance  of  the  prisoner  ought 

be  given  vrithout  running  into  details  of  not  to  induce  tlieir  lordships  to  suppose 

an  inordinate  length.  him  incapable  of  mischief ;  for  though  his 

During  every  stage  of  the  business,  Mr.  origin  was  low,  mean,  and  vulgar ;  though 

Burke,  who  of  course  was  the  leading  he  was  trained  in  the  most  base  and  sor- 

manager,  evinced  an  Herculean  strength  did  habits, yet  when  invested  with  a  power 

of  mind,  and  an  industry  that  must  have  to  which  his  mind  was  not  equal,  he  was 

had  a  serious  effect  upon  his  bodily  health  capable  of  more  complete,  more  extensive 

and  constitution.  devastation,  than  any  of  the  greatest  con- 
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querors  and  tyrants  who  have  oppressed  call  upon  you.  When  the  devouring 
mankind."  It  is  surpiising  that  a  man  so  flames  shall  have  destroyed  this  perish- 
well  informed  as  Burke,  should  have  able  globe,  and  it  sinks  into  the  abyss  of 
thought  such  scurrility  necessary  to  his  Nature,  from  whence  it  was  commanded 
cause ;  but  it  is  more  surprising  that  he  into  existence  by  the  Great  Author  of  it ; 
should  venture  to  speak  thus  of  Mr.  Has-  then,  my  lords,  when  all  nature,  kings 
tings,  who  was  at  least  as  well  born  and  and  judges  themselves,  must  answer  for 
educated  as  himself,  being  a  branch  of  an  their  actions,  there  will  be  found  what 
ancient  stock,  and  brought  up  at  West-  supersedes  creation  itself,  namel^r,  Eter- 
minster  school.  Even  had  his  origin  been  nal  Justice!  It  was  the  attribute  of 
as  low  as  his  accuser  represented  it,  the  the  great  God  of  Nature  before  worlds 
circumstance  ofhis  birth  ought  not  to  have  were;  it  will  reside  with  liim  when  they 
been  mentioned  to  his  disparagement,  and  perish ;  and  the  earthly  portion  of  it  com- 
that  too  in  the  presence  of  many  persons,  mitted  to  your  care,  is  now  solemnly  de- 
among  both  the  peers  and  the  managers,  posited  in  your  hands  by  the  commons 
who  had  no  more  right  to  boast  of  their  of  England.  I  have  done." 
lineage  than  Mr.  Hastings.  In  the  same  We  must  now  turn  to  another  pro- 
bad  taste  Mr.  Burke  compared  the  ac*  minent  period  in  the  political  life  of  Mr. 
cused  to  the  keeper  of  a  pigstye,  and  in  Burke,  out  it  is  one  which  all  his  admi- 
another  part  of  nis  speecn  to  the  Devil,  rers  and  biographers  hitherto  have  been 
"Mr.  Hastings,"  he  said,  "was  worse  desirousof  throwing  into  shade,  as  though 
than  Satan,' for  the  evil  spirit  showed  the  only  the  talents  and  virtues  of  a  great 
kingdoms  of  the  world  to  the  Great  Au-  man  were  to  be  noticed,  and  his  failings 
thor  of  our  sacred  religion,  in  order  that  were  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  This  would 
he  might  enjoy  them  ;  but  he,  (turning  to  be  to  pervert  the  end  of  history,  which  is 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar)  gave  the  provin-  moral  improvement,  and  no  dependence 
ces  of  Hindostan  into  me  possession  of  could  be  placed  on  the  delineation  of  any 
men  appointed  by  himself,  for  the  pur-  character,  if  the  bright  side  of  it  alone 
pose  of  destroying  them."  were  to  be  exhibited  to  public  view.  Such 

Many  other  things  in  the  same  strain  a  course  may  be  adopted  properly  enough, 

disgraced  the  speech  and  the  orator,  but  in  regard  to  private  persons,  but  the  actions 

in  the  conclusion  Burke  rose  to  an  ele-  of  statesmen  are  the  materials  of  history ; 

gance  of  language  and  dignity  of  spirit,  and,  therefore,  must  be  faithfully  repre- 

worthy  of  his  genius.  sented,  to  guard  posterity  from  delusion. 

"My  lords,"  said  he,  "  the  commons  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1788,  the 

wait  the  issue  of  this  cause  with  trem-  suspension  of  the  royal  functions  render- 

bling  solicitude.    Twenty-two  years  have  ed  a  meeting  of  parliament  indispensable, 

they  been  employed  in  it,  seven  of  which  to  provide  for  the  exigency  of  the  case, 

have  passed  m  this  trial.    They  behold  Mr.  Fox,  the  leader  of  the  opposition,  and 

the  dearest  interests  oftheir  country  deeply  the  confidential  friend  of  the  prince  of 

involved  in  it;  they  feel  that  the  very  ex-  Wales,  happened  to  be  then  in  Italy,  but 

istence  of  this. constitution  depends  upon  a  messenger  being  despatched  to  apprize 

it     Your  lordships^  justice  stands  pre-  him  of  the  necessity  of  his  presence,  he 

eminent  in  the  world,  hut  it  stands  amidst  hastened  home  witnout  delay,  and  im- 

avast  heap  of  ruins,  which  surround  it  in  mediately  began  an  active  opposition  to 

every  comer  of  Europe.    If  you  slacken  the  mimster.    Mr.  Burke  was  equally 

justice,  and  thereby  weaken  the  bonds  of  zealous  and  enterprising  on  this  occasion, 

society,  the  well-tempered  authority  of  but  the  conduct  of  the  two  leaders  of  the 

this  court,  which  I  trust  in  God  will  con-  hostile  ranks  was  so  impetuous,  that  Mr. 

tinueto  the  end  of  time,  must  receive  a  Pitt  had  soon  an  opportunity  of  throwing 

fatal  wound,  that  no  balm  can  cure,  that  them  into  confusion,  and  of  establishing 

no  time  can  restore.  an  imperishable  credit  for  himself,  upon 

*My  lords,  it  is  not  the  criminality  of  the  very  ground  which  they  took  to  ac- 
the  prisoner,  it  is  not  the  clwms  of  the  complish  his  overthrow.  Mr.  Fox  claim- 
commons,  to  demand  judgment  to  be  ed  for  the  heir-apparent  the  indefeisible 
{Missed  upon  him,  it  is  not  the  honour  and  right  of  assuming  tne  exercise  of  the  regal 
di^ty  of  this  court,  and  the  welfare  of  authority,  whenever  there  should  be  a 
millions  of  the  human  race,  that  alone  suspension  of  moral  power  in  the  sove- 
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TCign  to  dischaige  the  functions  of  his  ventured  to  pronounce  the  malady  hope- 
oflice.       This  was  strange  doctrine  to  less.    This  judgment  was  oppo«ied  by 
come  from  aWhigi  and,  if  admitted,  would  Dr.  Willis,  whose  whole  practice  having 
subvert  at  once  the  principles  laid  down  been  directed  to  mental  diseases,  gave 
at  the  Revolution,  and  those  which  set-  superior   weight  to  his   opinion.    iMr. 
tied  the  house  of  Bninswicic  on  the  throne.  Burke,  however  strenuously  contended 
Yet  preposterous  as  it  was,  Mr.  Burke  that  Willis  was  no  better  than  an  empiric, 
defended  it  with  his  wonted  energy,  and  and  that  Dr.  Warren  was  an  oracle,  upon 
assailed  the  minister  in  virulent  language,  whose  decision  the  fullest  reliance  ought 
for  (Hresuming  to  say,  in  opposition  to  it,  to  be  placed.     One  important  benefit  that 
that  the  prince  of  Wales  nad  no  more  resulted  from  these  contentions,  was,  the 
li^t  to  take  upon  himself  the  regency,  delay  which  they  necessarily  occasioned, 
without  a  previous  call  from  parliament,         In  the  mean  time  the  state  of  the  royal 
than  the  humblest  individual  in  the  coun-  patient  began  to  amend,  and  while  his 
try.    Had  Mr.  Burke  been  satisfied  with  condition  was  represented  as  hopeless, 
attacking  the  officers  of  the  crown,  tome  by  the  eager  politicians,  who  were   an- 
allowance  might  have  been  made  for  his  ticipatin^  the  attainment  of  power,  under 
intemperance ;  but  when  he  ventured  to  the  bemgnant  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  the 
speak  of  the  afflicted  monarch  in  the  sudden  intelligence  burst  upon  mem,  that 
coarsest  terms  of  disrespect,  the  members  no  regency  would  take  place,  for  that  the 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  commons,  king  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  dis- 
who  were  accustomed  to  hear  him  with  charge  his  public  duties.     Thus  termina- 
ddicht,  felt  a  thrill  of  horror,  and  involnn-  ted  the  expectations,  but  not  the  labours, 
taiijy  uttered  an  expression  of  abhorrence,  of  Mr.  Burke  ;  for  a  new  and  wonderful 
This,  however,  had  not  the  salutary  efiect  scene  was  now  opening  upon  the  great 
of  restraining  the  passions  of  the  orator  theatre  of  the  world,  to  call  his  genius 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation.    On  into  a  wider  sphere  of  action,  and  a  nobler 
the  contrary,  he  went  on  from  day  today,  display  of  his  powers,  than  any  in  which 
as  long  as  the  question  of  the  regency  he  had  hitherto  been  engaged.     At  the 
lasted,  in  the  same  imprudent  manner,  time  when  the  British  nation,  and  its  de- 
neverraentioningthe  calamitous  situation  pendencies,  exhibited  the  most  glowing 
of  the  king,  but  with  an  air  that  carried  spirit  of  loyalty  towards  their  soverei^, 
the  appearance  of  triumph,  rather  than  a  spectacle  of  quite  an  opposite  dcscnp- 
of  commiseration.    At  one  time  he  spoke  tion  was  going  on  in  France.    The  seeds 
of  the  malady  as  a  judgment,  and  said  ofaRevolution  had  long  been  sown  there, 
that  "  The  Almighty  had  hurled  the  king  and  now  the  sanguinary  harvest  began  in 
from  his  throne ;"  with  an  allusion  not  the  degradation  of  the  mildest  monarch 
very  delicately  expressed  to  the  case  of  that  ever  sat  on  a  throne ;  whose  only 
Nebuchadnezzar.     This    conduct  gave  fault  lay  in  yielding  too  flexibly  to  the  ever 
universal  ofience,  and  while  it  lowered  the  varying  and  turbulent  passions  of  a  capri- 
orator  in  the  public  opinion,  did  injury  to  cious  people.     Mr.  Burke,  from  his  ao- 
the  par^  with  whom  he  acted,  and  to  quaintance  with  the  French  character  in 
the  cause  which  he  so  imprudently  ad-  general,  and  his  observations  on  the  mis- 
vocated.     At  length  Mr.  Fox  took  the  chievous  tendency  of  metaphysical  prin- 
alarm,  and  would  have  retraced  his  steps,  ciples,  when  applied  to  the  science  of 
by  Qualifying  the  langui^e  that  had  been  government,  could  not  avoid  seeing  the 
usea,  ana  reducing  the  hi^  claims  which  consequences  of  this  fermentation  on  its 
had  been  set  up  by  himself  and  his  friends,  first  appearance.    While,  therefore,  num- 
But  it  was  too  late,  forthe  minister  finding  hers  in  England  and  elsewhere  were  look- 
bis  strength,  and  probably  irritated  at  the  ing  with  surprise  to  the  mutations  which 
coarse  manner  in  which  he  had  been  the  professors  of  the    new  philosophy 
treated,  was  determined  to  bring  the  ques-  were,  with  surprising  dexterity,  bringing 
tion  of  right  to  an  issue.    The  opposition  about  from  day  to  day,  at  Paris,  the  pene- 
then  endeavoured  to  make  it  out  that  the  trating  mind  of  our  illustrious  statesman 
case  of  the  king  was  irremediable,  and  to  was  engaged  in  examining   the    secret 
support   th  s  conclusion,  they  adduced  springs  and  practical  influence  of  these 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  was  marvellous  changes.     Instead  of  being 
the  only  one  of  the  court  physicians,  that  dazzled  by  these  false  lights,  and  misled 
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by  them,  as  too  many  were,  into  a  desire  warning  his  countrymen  againtt  tile  dan- 
of  following  them,  he  stood  with  firmness  gerous  influence  of  French  principles. 
(HI  the  solidground  of  experimental  truth,  He  first  drew  the  attention  of  the  senate 
and  pointed  out  the  deceitful ness  of  that  to  this  great  subject  at  the  commence- 
Serbonian  bog,  which  was  the  object  of  ment  of  the  session  in  1790,  when  the 
general  wonder.  At  a  very  early  period  anny  estimates  came  under  consideratioii. 
of  the  Revolution  he  expressed  his  senti-  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Fox,  in  opposing 
ments  upon  it,  to  several  of  his  friends,  the  military  establishment  as  bemg  too 
abroad  and  at  home.  One  of  his  cor-  high,  adverted  to  the  state  of  Franee,  and 
respondents  in  France  having  solicited  his  in  terms  of  exultation  eulogized  the  Revo- 
opinion  more  in  detail,  Mr.  Burke  drew  lution  that  had  taken  place.  Mr.  Burke 
up  a  long  letter  in  compliance  with  his  rose  upon  this,  and  though  he  considered 
desire ;  but  finding  that  the  subject  con-  the  proposed  establishment  as  unnecee- 
tinued  to  be  pregnant  with  fresh  matter  sarily  high,  because  England  had  nothing 
every  week,  and  that  as  he  proceeded  in  to  apprehend  from  the  powers  of  Europe, 
watching  the  agitated  elements,  the  more  one  of  the  roost  formiaable  of  them  hav- 
alarming  the  prospect  became,  he  extend-  ing  been  blotted  out  of  the  map,  jet  he 
ed  his  observations,  till  that  which  was  could  not  avoid  noticing  and  difiering 
meant  for  an  epistle  became  a  volume,  with  the  principles  professed  by  his 
He  now  thought,  and  justly,  that  the  in-  friend.  So  far  from  agreeing  that  the  ez- 
iluenza  of  revolutionary  pnnciples  called  amples  of  France  were  objects  for  imita^ 
for  a  powerful  antidote,  on  which  account,  tion,  he  reprobated  them  as  extremely 
and  neither  with  a  view  to  profit  nor  pernicious,  and  even  more  dangerous 
popularity,  he  sent  his  *^  Reflections  on  than  all  her  hostility.  In  the  reign  of  the 
the  French  Revolution,"*Tb"TJKr~pre8S.  fourteenth  Louis,  they  set  an  example  of 
The  effect  produeed  was  so  electrical,  splendid  despotism ;  in  that  of  the  sue- 
that  in  a  few  months  several  thousand  teenth  Louis,  they  had  set  one  infinitely 
copies  were  sold ;  and  though,  as  was  to  more  dangerous ;  they  had  shown  the 
be  expected,  a  host  of  antagonists  rose  up  way  to  innovation  and  destructive  speco- 
in  arms  against  the  author,  all  agreed  in  lation ;  they  had  set  an  example  by  the 
paying  a  tribute  to  his  genius.  Among  establishment  of  a  bloody,  ferocious,  and 
the  rest.  Dr.  Samuel  Parr  having  had  oc-  tyrannical  democracy ;  they  had  destroy- 
casion  in  one  of  his  fugitive  tracts  to  notice  ed  in  the  space  of  two  months,  more 
this  performance,  expressed  himself  in  than  ages  would  restore ;  they  had  madly 
this  remarkable  manner:  "Upon  the  pulled  down  their  monarchy — destroyed 
first  perusal  of  Mr.  Burke's  booK,  I  felt,  their  church— annihilated  their  laws — 
like  many  other  men,  its  magic  force ,  ruined  the  discipline  of  their  army — ^put 
and,  like  many  other  men,  I  was  at  last  an  end  to  their  conmierce ;  and  by  the 
delivered  from  the  illusions  which  had  exertions  of  a  desperate  faction,  establish- 
*  cheated  my  reason,'  and  borne  me  on-  ed,  in  the  place  of  order,  anarchy  and 
ward  from  admiration  to  assent  But,  confusion.  They  had  an  army  without 
though  the  dazzling  spell  be  now  dissolv-  a  head,  accountable  to  no  one,  making 
ed,  I  still  remember  with  pleasure  the  their  own  will  the  law,  to  which  the 
gay  and  celestial  visions,  when  my  *  mind  national  assembly  were  forced  to  sub- 
m  sweet  madness  was  robbed  of  itself.'  mit; — and  yet,  this  Revolution,  this  army, 
I  still  look  back,  with  a  mixture  of  pity  was  to  be  compared  to  the  British  Re- 
and  holy  awe,  to  the  wizard  himself,  who  volution.  "  It  was,  however,"  said  Mr. 
having  lately  broken  his  wand  in  a  start  Burke,  "  a  false  comparison  ;  for  the 
of  phrenzy,  has  shortened  the  term  of  Revolution  in  Englana  was  against  -a 
his  sorceries ;  and  of  drugs  so  potent  to  king,  who  was  taking  the  first  steps  to 
'bathe  the  spirits  in  delight,'  I  must  still  make  himself  absolute;  the  Revolution 
acknowledge,  that  many  were  culled  from  in  France  was  against  a  king  who  was 
the  choicest  and  most  virtuous  plants  of  taking  the  first  steps  to  make  hijs  pe^e 
Paradise  itself."  free.  The  Revolution  lifEn^ant^S^ 
The  phrenzy  to  which  the  philosophical  not  carried  on  for  the  subversion  of  the 
divine  nere  alluded,  was  the  conduct  of  Constitution,  but  for  its  preservation  ;  all 
Mr.  Burke  in  the  house  of  commons,  order,  and  all  the  ties  of  civil  government 
where  he   seized   every  opportunity  of  were  not  destroyed,  but  strengthened; 
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and  England  held  up  her  head  prouder  on  enjoy  hi&  little  popularity^  and  the  mean 

that  erent,  than  she  had  ever  done  before,  applause  of  his  clubs. 
England  by  her  Revolution  maintained        The  schism  now  became  more  extend- 

her  natural  aristocracy,  as  well  as  the  aris-  ed,  and  the  opposition  were  divided  into 

tocracy  of  the  people  ;  France  in  her  Re-  two  parties,  one  headed  by  Fox,  and  the 

volution  had  destroyed  aristocracy,  and  other  by  Burke.    In  less  than  a  month 

involvdZriiers'eir  in  depth  of  ruin."    Mr.  after  the  angry  discussion  here  mentioned, 

Burke  further  observed,  "  That  he  could  the  former  brought  forward  a  motion  for 

not  well  tell  what  they  had  done ;  but  they  the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test 

had  by  their  Revolution  destroyed  every  Acts,  which  Burke  opposed,  and  in  his 

bond  of  Bociel  order  and  regular  govern-  speech  again  drew  a  fearful  picture  of 

ment     They  had  separated  the^jjegpje  the  state  of  France,  which  country  he  still 

from  their  king — ^tenants  froifi  theirland^  thought  was  the  most  miserable   upon 

lords==B6tvanis    from   their    masters —  earth.    In  justification  of  the  vote,  which 

and  in  a  word,  done  a  deed  without  a  he  meant  to  give  on  the'present  occasion, 

name."  he  said  that  some  parties  here  had,  like 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply,  endeavoured  to  the  French^  got  possession  of  the  words 
soflen  down  the  warmth  of  his  friend  by  National  Rights,  and  on  this  they 
a  moderate  explanation;  but  Sheridan  relied  as  their  strongest  hold.  **But," 
appeared  to  take  a  delight  in  widen-  said  Mr.  Burke,  **  I  have  from  my  ear- 
ing the  breach,  for  he  immediately  con-  liest  years  turned  with  aversion  from 
denmed  the  speech  of  Burke,  as  dis-  all  these  chimerical  and  abstract  rights, 
graceful  to  an  Enghshman,  as  supporting  wliich  have  for  some  time  past  con- 
despotism,  and  as  libelling  those  who  founded  human  reason,  and  disturbed 
were  virtuously  engaged  in  obtaining  the  the  imagination  of  statesmen.  At  the 
rights  of  men.  age  of  twenty,  I  thought  that  all  abstract 

It  was  impossible  to  sit  silent  under  rights,  natural  rights,  and  such  nonsense, 
such  an  attack,  and  it  was  not  in  the  nature  were  unfit  for  men  to  hear ;  and  now,  that 
of  Burke  to  bear  a  blow  of  this  kind  with-  my  hair  is  silvered  by  age,  I  am  more 
out  a  retort  He  rose,  and  said,  "  That  and  more  confu-med  in  my  abhorrence 
for  some  time  he  had  apprehended  that  and  disgust  of  them.  Natural  rights  are 
the  affairs  of  France  would  be  productive  dangerous  topics  of  discussion,  for  they 
of  a  division  amon^  many  in  tnat  house,  supersede  all  social  duties.  They  are 
who  had  frequentfy  acted  together ;  he  paramount  to  the  compact  which  mtro- 
had  not,  however,  expected  that  upon  a  duced  into  the  community  new  rights  and 
separation  being  about  to  take  place  be-  other  ideas.  They  bring  us  back  to  that 
tween  himself  and  that  honourable  gen-  stage  of  savage  helplessness,  when,  what- 
Ueman  whom  he  used  to  call  his  friend,  ever  may  be  our  rights,  we  enjoy  them 
that  he  would  have  treated  him  so  harshly,  but  precariously,  depending  on  casual 
so  unjustly,  and  so  unbecomingly,  as  he  circumstances  for  the  miserable  indul- 
had  done,  in  imputing  to  him  a  conduct,  gence  of  beastly  appetite  and  ferocious 
of  which  he  had  never  been  guilty.  He  passion.  Society  annihilates  all  those 
was  no  supporter  of  despotism,  but  a  natural  rights,  and  draws  to  its  mass  all 
6rm  defender  of  a  well-mixed  monarchy,  the  component  parts  of  which  these  rights 
He  was  no  libeller  of  freemen,  or  any  are  maae  up.  It  takes  in  all  the  virtue 
other  class  of  men,  but  he  reprobated,  as  of  the  good,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
he  a] wa3rs  would  do,  the  conduct  offero-  wisej  it  gives  life,  support,  and  action, 
cioos,  bloody,  and  desperate  democracies.'*  to  every  faculty  of  the  soul,  and  secures 
Mr.  Burke  then  proceeded  to  observe,  the  possession  of  every  comfort  which 
^  That  there  were  persons  in  this  country,  these  proud  and  boasting  natural  rights 
who  would  be  happy  to  promote  innova-  impotently  hold  out,  but  cannot  ascertain, 
tion,  and  he  cautioned  the  house  against  Society  finds  protection  for  all — ^it  gives 
thenL  He  entreated  them  to  be  on  their  defence  to  the  weak — employment  to  the 
guard,  and  to  maintain  as  sacred  the  industrious — consolation  to  the  distress- 
ground  of  the  Constitution."  Mr.  Burke  ed;  it  nurses  the  infant,  and  it  soothes 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  from  hence-  the  dying.  In  all  the  stages  of  the  life  of 
forward  he  would  never  have  any  inter-  man,  where  either  the  instilment  of  prin- 
course  with  Sheridan,  but  leave  him  to  ciples    or  the   consolations  of  hope  are 
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wanting,  society  is  ready ;  and  to  confer  such  an  eflect  upon  the  nerves  of  "h/Lx, 
this  succour,  an  esteJiUshed  religion  is  Fox,  that  he  let  drop  some  tears,  while 
a  powerful  and  necessary  instrument"  he  endeavoured  to  appease  the  initated 
Upon  these  sofid  principles,  Mr.  Burke  mind  of  his  old  associate.  But  neither 
resisted  the  claims  of  the  Dissenters  in  the  concessions  which  he  made,  nor  the 
the  present  case,  and  defended  the  bul-  interposing  kindness  of  others,  could  bring 
waiKS  which  had  been  framed  for  the  about  a  reconciliation ;  and  from  that  mo- 
security  of  the  national  church.  Though  ment  these  two  great  men  became  almost 
it  was  evident  that  the  bond  of  union  no  as  much  stranjgers,  as  if  there  had  never 
longer  subsisted  between  the  two  leaders  been  the  least  intimacy  between  them, 
of  me  opposition,  the  forms  of  courtesy  Without  goins  so  fiir  as  to  say,  that 
were  still  kept  up  tUl  the  next  session,  when  the  conduct  m  Mr.  Burke  on  this  memo- 
the  bill  for  the  government  of  Canada  ble  occasion  was  free  from  blame,  much 
having  brought  the  subject  of  the  Revo-  must  be  allowed  to  the  warmth  of  his 
lution  again  mto  discussion,  Mr.  Burke,  feelings,  and  to  much  praise  he  is  entitled, 
in  an  elaborate  speech,  entered  on  the  on  the  ground  of  general  patriotism.  He 
general  principles  of  legislation,  repeated  certain^  had  reason  to  complain,  if  not 
what  he  had  before  observed  on  natural  of  Mr.  Fox,  yet  of  those  with  whom  that 
rights,  and  expressed  his  conviction,  that  gentleman  maintained  the  most  familiar 
ti^e  was  a  league  formed  in  this  country,  intercourse.  These  subalterns  were  in 
the  design  of  wluch  was  to  subvert  the  the  constant  habit,  through  various  chao- 
Constitution.  nels,  of  impeachmg  Mr.  Burke  before 

Mr.  Fox,  after  declaring  his  opinion,  the  bar  of  the  public,  and  accusing  him  of 

that  the  French  Revolution  was  one  of  a  dereliction  ofprinciples;  while  Mr.  Fox 

the  most  glorious  events  in  the  history  was  panegyrised  for  his  firmness,  in  ad- 

of  mankind,  proceeded  to  denounce  the  hering  to  tiie  sound  Whig  doctrine  of 

doctrines  of  Mr.  Bu&ke  as  inimical  to  "  The  Rights  of  the  People." 

liberty,  and  contrary  to  the  sentiments  Upon  this,  Mr.  Burke  orew  up  and  pub- 

formerly  maintained  by  his  right  honour-  lished  his  "  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the 

able  fnend.      This  charge  of  inconsis-  Old  Whigs,"  in  which,  after  taking  such 

tency,  or  rather  of  apostacy,  provoked  a  a  review  of  his  |>olitical  life  as  was  neces- 

reply,  in  the  course  oi  which,  Mr.  Burke  sary  to  his  justification  from  the  charge 

said,   *^  Mr.  Fox  has  treated  me  with  of  apostacy,  he  entered  into  an  histo- 

harshness  and  malignity ;  after  harassing  rical  discussion  of  the  fundamental  prin- 

me  with  his  light  troops  in  the  skirmishes  ciples  on  which  the  English  Revolution 

of  order,  he  has  brought  the  heavy  artil-  was  established. 

lery  of  his  own  great  abilities  to  destroy  In  the  mean  time  his  active  mind  was 

me."  intent  upon  the  proceedings  going  on  in 

Mr.  Burke  then  went  over  the  ground  France,  and  evenr  day  brought  a  mekn- 

again,   and    maintained    that   the   new  choly  proof  of  the  correctness    of  the 

French  system  was  replete  with  anarchy,  opinion  which  at  the  beginning  he  had 

impiety,  vice,  and  misenr ;  that  the  prin-  formed   and   expressed,    of  the   awful 

ciples  which  he  now  aavanced  were  in  change  that  had  taken  place.    He  was 

Eerfect  unison  with  the  creed  which  he  much  affected  by  the  condition  of  the 

ad  always  professed,  and  to  which  he  French  dergy,  who  were  among  the  first 

would  inflexibly  adhere  as  Ions  as  he  sufierers  by  the  Revolution.    For  those 

lived.   "Hitherto,"  said  he,  "Mr.  Fox  exilesofthis  venerable  order,  who  sought 

and  myself  have  often  differed  upon  slight  and  found  an  asylum   in  this  country, 

matters^  without  a  loss  of  friendship  on  Mr.  Burke  exerted  himself  with  benevo- 

either  side ;  but  there  is  something  in  this  lent  alacrity ;  and  while  his  calumniators 

cursed  French  Revolution  that  envenoms  were  courting  an  alliance  with  the  perse- 

every  tiling."    Mr.  Fox  upon  this  whis-  cutors,  he  employed  all  the  means  that 

pered,  "  There  is  no  loss  otfriendship  be-  were  in  his  power  to  relieve  the  afflicted, 

tween  us."    But  Mr.  Burke,  instead  of  This  Uberali^  procured  him  the  thanks 

being  softened  by  this  conciliatory  remark,  of  the  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  of  France, 

exclaimed,  "  There  is !  I  know  the  price  convejred  to  him  by  the  archbishop  of 

of  my  conduct :  our  friendship  is  at  an  Aix ;  in  return  for  which  Mr.  Burke 

end !"    This  unexpected  declaration  had  wrote  to  that  prelate  the  following  letter : 
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London,  July  15, 1791.  and  the  cleigy  of  the  noblesse,  although 
Sn,  these  two  classes  be  for  the  present  con- 
It  is  with  great  satisfaction  to  me,  demned  to  {>a8sive  courage,  which  gives 
that  the  generous  victims  of  injustice  and  so  much  ^ory  to  the  one  and  the  other, 
tyranny  accept  in  good  part  the  homage  I  shall  present  to  the  bishop  of  St  Paul 
which  I  have  ofiered  to  their  virtues,  de  Leon  your  fine  and  a^^ting  address ; 
It  is  a  distinction  which  I  would  not  have  perhaps,  he  has  aheady  received  it  I  am 
had  occasion  to  merit  from  the  clergy  of  sure  that  he  will  remain  fixed ;  if  I  may 
France  in  the  time  of  their  credit  and  iudjge  fiom  the  little  I  have  seen  of  him, 
splendour.  Your  church,  the  intell^ence  ne  is  a  most  estimable  and  a  most  amiable 
or  which  was  the  ornament  of  the  Chris-  man.  He  has  been  received  here  by  our 
tian  world  in  its  prosperity,  is  now  more  hi^h  clergy,  and  by  many  others,  not  cer- 
brilliaat  in  the  moment  of  its  misfortunes,  tainly  in  the  manner  due  to  his  rank  and 
to  the  eyes  who  are  capable  of  judging  merit,  but  with  a  respect  for  the  one  and  th6 
of  it  iHever  did  so  great  a  number  of  other,  with  which,  from  his  natural  good* 
men  display  a  constancy  so  inflexible,  ness,  he  seems  to  be  satisfied, 
a  disinterestedness  so  manifest,  a  humi-  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  to  the  complal- 
hty  so  magnanimous,  so  much  dignity  in  sance  of  your  lordship,  that  I  owe  the 
their  patience,  and  so  much  elevation  in  chefs-d'ceuvres  of  ingenuity,  intelligence, 
their  sentiment  of  honour.  Ages  have  and  superior  eloquence,  varied  as  the 
n(rf  fumiriied  so  mai^  noble  examples  as  occasions  require,  in  tl^  diff^ent  dis- 
France  has  produced  in  the  space  of  two  courses  and  fetters  which  I,  from  time  to 
years.  It  is  odious  to  search  m  antiquity  time,  rec^ve.  They  are  the  works  of  a 
for  the  meiit  we  admire,  and  to  be  insen-  great  statesman,  ofa  great  prelate,  and  of  a 
sible  to  that  which  passes  under  our  eyes,  man  versed  in  the  science  of  Eulministration. 
France  is  in  a  deplorable  situation,  both  We  cannot  be  astonished  that  the  state, 
in  its  political  and  moral  state ;  but  it  the  clergy,  the  finances,  and  the  trade  oi 
seems  to  be  in  the  order  of  the  general  the  kingdom  should  be  ruined,  when  the 
economy  of  the  world,  that  when  the  author  of  these  works,  instead  of  having 
greatest  and  most  detestable  vices  domi-  an  important  share  in  the  councils  of  his 
neer,  the  most  eminent  and  distinguished  country,  is  persecuted  and  undone.  The 
virtues  raise  their  heads  more  proudly,  proscnption  of  such  men  is  enough  to 
Such  is  not  the  time  for  mediocrity.  We  cover  a  whole  people  with  eternal  re- 
may  have  some  diversity  in  our  opinions,  proach.  Those  who  persecute  them 
but  we  have  no  difference  in  principles,  nave,  by  this  one  act,  done  more  injury 
There  is  but  one  kind  of  honour  and  to  their. country  in  depriving  it  of  tneir 
virtue  in  the  world ;  it  consists  in  sacrifi-  services,  than  a  million  of  men  of  their 
cing  every  other  consideration  to  the  senti-  own  standard  can  ever  repair,  even  when 
ments  of  our  duty,  of  right,  and  of  piety,  they  shall  be  disposed  to  build  upon  the 
It  is  this  which  tlie  clergy  of  France  have  ruins  they  have  made. 
done.  I  will  not  examine  scrupulously  by  Maintain,  sir,  the  courage  which  you 
what  motives  men  like  you  have  thouchtit  have  hitherto  shown  |  and  be  persuaaed, 
your  duty  to  support  all  that  you  nave  thatthoughthe  world  is  not  worthy'of  you 
done.  All  that  I  see,  I  am  forced  toad-  and  your  colleagues,  we  are  not  insen- 
mire.  The  rest  is  out  of  my  reach— out,  sible  of  the  honour  which  you  do  to  our 
perhaps,  of  the  reach  of  those,  who  are  common  nature, 
better  instructed  than  me.  One  thing  I  see  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
distinctly,  because  the  bishops  of  franco  ^^7  truly,  Sue 
have  proved  it  by  thar  example ;  and  that  Ediiund  Burke. 
is,  that  they  have  made  known  to  all  the 

orders  and  all  the  classes  of  citizens,  the  This  letter  was  answered  by  the  arch- 
advantages  which  even  religion  can  der  bishop  in  another,  equally  eloquent  and 
rive  from  the  alliance  of  its  own  proper  expressive  of  hboal  sentiments, 
dignity  with  the  character  which  illustri- 
ous birth  and  the  sentiment  of  honour  August  7, 179L 
gives  to  man.  Sir, 

It  is  with  ffood  reason,  that  in  France  Yoa  haye  been  pleased  to  address 

thenoUeMeaioiildbeproiidoftheclergy,  to  me  an  opinion  that  does  me  honour 
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and  f  cannot  conceal  the  impression,  that  secute  those  who  practise  what  they  be 

the  suffrage  of  the  man,  the  most  cele*  lievc  in  religion,  and  who  wish  to  preaenr< 

brated  for  talents,  virtues,  and  success,  the  worship  of  their  fathers  !     We  reat 

has  made  on  my  heart    Give  me  leave,  in  the  Constitution,  that "  No  one  oughl 

above  all,  to  acknowledge  with  an  int©-  to  be  disturbed  for  his  reUgious  opmions;' 

rest  infinitely  superior  to  all  personal  con*  we  read  in  the  laws  concerning  religiofl. 

sideration,  the  eulogy  which  you  have  oaths,  deprivations,  infamous  penaltiea 

made  on  the  respectable  order  of  which  and  exile  ;  and  it  is  on  the  overthrow  ol 

I  have  the  honour  to  partake  the  mis-  their  new  Constitution  that  they  found  the 

fortunes.     The  first  orator  of  England  civil  Constitution  of  the  clergy.    What 

has  become  the  defender  of  the  clergy  of  has  become  of  all  those  natural  laws, 

France.    Yours  is  the  voice  that  has  so  which  were  to  serve  for  the  basis  of  all 

long  directed,  and  balanced  the  opinion  their  laws  ?     We  are  the  men  whom, 

of  a  nation,  of^  which  France  ought  rather  they  wish  to  accuse  with  prejudices,  who 

to  be  the  rival  by  its  progress  m  intelli-  plead  this  day  the  rights  of  liberty.    The 

gence,  than  by  its  poUticalinterest    Oh !  cause,  sir,  that  we  have  defended,  is  the 

mat  the  dark  clouds  which  overhang  my  noble,  just,  and  holy  cause  of  liberty, 

countnr  may  not  for  ever  obscure  the  humanity,  and  religion.     The  cleigy  d 

rays  of  light  which  the  sciences,  letters,  France  have  demonstrated  what  it  wa»— 

and  the  arts  bestow  !    We  are  in  a  time  persuasion  without  fanaticism — courage 

of  trouble ;  we  attend  only  to  the  noise  of  without   excess — and  resistance  without 

our  discussions ;  we  read  only  the  pro-  trouble,  and  without  insurrection.    We 

ductions  of  party ;  and  how  many  wise  have  suffered  all  kinds  of  loss ;  we  have 

men  and  enlightened  citizens  remain  in  endured  all  sorts  of  rigour;  and  we  remain 

silence !     We  can  no  longer  judge  for  tranquil  and  firm,  because  nothing  is  so 

ourselves,  and  a  foreign  observer  only  can  unconquerable  as  the  probity  which  sup- 

decide  for  us,  what  ought  to  be  the  judg-  ports  itself  on  religion.    Behold  that  of 

ment  of  posterity.  which  they  cannot  judge  in  the  world! 

When  my  colleagues,  in  addressing  They  conceive  that  honour  is  the  only  sen- 

themselves  to  you,  chose  me  for  their  organ,  timent  which  influences  men  of  all  oon- 

Iwas  penetrated  with  their  sentiments,  ditions  to  the  accomplishment    of  the 

and  with  those  of  the  ministers  of  all  most  sacred  duties.    God  forbid  that  1 

ranks,  whom  nothing  can  separate  from  should  weaken  this  noble  instinct,  whicli 

their  consciences.    I  spoke  for  them  with  comes  to  the  aid  of  reason,  which  ralliee 

the  feeling  which  they  gave  me  ;  and  the  warrior  in  the  day  of  combat,  and 

the  noble  thoughts,  the  touching  expres-  which  can  animate  to  the  love  of  the 

sions,  I  can  boldly  say,  were  only  the  public  weal  when  it  does  not  mislead  us  in 

daily  impressions  which  the  knowledge  the  pursuit!     But  you  have  better  defined 

of  their  virtues  inspires.    It  is  wanting  this  simple  and  true  sentiment,  "which 

to  their  glory  that  you  should  see  them,  as  I  con  sists  m  the  habitual  impression  of  oui 

have  seen  them,  simple  in  their  conduct,  duty,  of  right  and  of  piety."    This  senti- 

tranquil  in  their  adversity,  and  content  with  ment  ought  to  be  in  general  that  of  good 

having  fulfilled  their  duty.    The  church  citizens,  and  there  are  no  morals  m  a 

of  France  is  the  stranded  bark  which  country  where  it  is  not  acted  upon.    If 

the  waters  have  left  after  the  tempest,  they  wish  to  destroy  religion  in  France, 

and  every  one  of  us  in  the  shipwreck  con-  it  will  be  the  first  example  of  an  empire 

templates  with  astonishment  those  new  without  religion  ;  and  no  one  has  proved, 

heavens,  and  this  new  earth,  which  were  sir,  with  more  eloquence  than  yourseli^ 

unknown  before.    By  what  destiny  must  how  much  it  imports  to  attach  the  prin- 

it  be,  that  after  having  supported,  all  my  dples  of  human  society  to  something  too 

life,  those  maxims  of  Christian  charity,  high  for  man  to  outrage  or  destroy.     They 

of  which  the  first  ages  of  the  church  gave  must  consecrate  by  religion,  respect  foi 

us  both  lessons  and  examples,  I  see  myself  the  laws;  for  what  must  the  laws  be, 

the  victim  of  intolerance  and  persecution !  wliich  an  entire  people  obey  only  throu^ 

It  is  in  the  eighteenth  century — ^it  is  in  a  constraint,  and  not  by  inclination  ?    The^ 

nation  that  boasts  of  its  philosophy— it  is  will  soon  perceive  that  the  force  to  which 

even  in  the  moment  that  they  announce  they  yiela  is  only  the  force  which  the} 

the  Revolution  of  Liberty,  that  they  per-  give ;  this  force  will  weaken  of  itself  b} 
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general  corrnption,  and  the  state  is  no  plated  with  that  entire  composuro,  that 

more  !  nothing  but  the  innocence,  integrity,  and 

You  have  reason,  sir,  to  encourage  us  usefulness  of  his  Ufe,  and  an  unafiected 

in  the  laborious  career  to  which  we  are  submission  to  the  will  of  Providence,  could 

doomed.     It  is  the  writings  of  such  men  bestow.    In  this  situation  he  had  every 

as  you,  which  maintain  in  all  nations  a  consolation  from  family  tenderness,  whicn 

wholesome  morality.  We  cannot  help  be-  his  owii  kindness  to  his  family  had  indeed 

lieving  that  our  fellow-citizens  will  sooner  well  deserved. 

or  later  do  us  the  justice  which  we  re-  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  was,  on  very  many 

ceive  from  foreigners ;  and  that  we  shall  accounts,  one  of  the  most  memorable  men 

revive,  in  more  peaceable  times,  the  prin-  of  his  time.    He  was  the  first  English- 

ciples  of  rdigion  and  humanity.  men  who  added  the  praise  of  the  elegant 

I  do  not  speak  to  you,  sir,  of  those  arts  to  the  other  glories  of  his  country, 
other  writings,  in  which  I  am  desirous  of  In  taste,  in  grace,  m  facility,  in  happy  in- 
showing  how  useful  would  b6  the  lights  vention,  and  in  the  richness  and  harmony 
of  a  long  and  peaceable  administration,  of  colouring,  he  was  equal  to  the  greatest 
It  does  not  belong  to  me  to  judge  of  the  masters  of  the  renowned  ages.  In  por- 
use  which  may  be  made  of  them,  and  it  trait  he  went  beyond  them ;  for  he  corn- 
must  not  astonish  us,  that  men  are  un-  municatedto  that  description  of  the  art,  in 
grateful  for  truths  which  come  from  us,  which  English  artists  are  the  most  en- 
who  have  no  passion  for  revolutions.  gaged,  a  variety,  a  fancy,  and  a  dignity 

Accept,  sir,  the  testimonies  of  the  vene-  derived  from  the  higher  branches,  which 

ration  and  attachment,  which  well-inten-  even  those  who  professed  them  in  a  su- 

tioned  men  ought  to  feel  for  the  enlightened  perior  manner,  did  not  always  preserve 

and  virtuous  c?  all  countries.   I  cannot  tell  when  they  dehneated  individual  nature. 

you  how  sensible  we  have  been  to  the  His  portraits  remind  the  spectator  of  the 

attention,  which  the  clergy  of  England  invention  of  iiistory,  and  the  amenity  of 

have  shown  towards  one  of  our  most  landscape.     In  painting  portraits,  he  ap- 

virtuous  and  respectable  colleagues.  You  peared  not  to  be  raised  upon  that  platform, 

are  equally  just  to  his  character  in  society,  but  to  descend  upon  it  from  a  higher  sphere, 

as  to  his  principles  and  courage ;  and  His  paintings  illustrate  his  lessons,  and 

such  are  the  regrets  of  his  diocese,  that  his  lessons  seem  to  be  derived  from  his 

they  consider  his  absence  as  a  pubUc  ca-  paintings. 

lamity.  He  possessed  the  theory  as  perfectly 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  as  the  practice  of  his  art.    To  be  such  a 

&c  &c  kc,  painter,  he  was  a  profound  and  pene- 
trating philosopher. 

On  the  23d  of  February  1792,  died  Sir  In  full  happiness  of  foreign  and  domes- 
Joshua  Reynolds,  the  old  and  constant  tic  fame,  admired  by  the  expert  in  art, 
friend  of  Edmund  Burke,  who,  on  the  and  by  the  learned  in  science,  courted  by 
impulse  of  the  moment,  drew  up  a  beau-  the  great,  caressed  by  sovereign  powers, 
fifulsketchofhischaracter,  for  the  public  and  celebrated  by  distinguished  poets, 
papers.  This  eulogium,  which  has  been  his  native  humility,  modesty,  and  candour 
compared  to  that  of  Apelles,  by  Pericles,  never  forsook  him,  even  on  surprise  or 
we  here  insert,  as  alike  honourable  to  the  provocation ;  nor  was  the  least  degree  of 
merits  of  the  deceased,  and  the  feelings  of  arrogance  or  assumption  visible  to  the 
the  survivor : —  most  scrutinizing  eye,  in  any  part  of  his 

conduct  or  discourse. 

Last  ni^ht,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  His  talents  of  every  kind — powerful 

his  age,  died,  at  his  house  in  Leicester  from  nature,  and  not  meanly  cultivated  by 

Fields,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  letters — his  social  virtues  m  all  the  rela- 

His  illness  was  long,  but  borne  with  a  tions  and  all  the  habitudes  of  life,  ren- 

mild  and  cheerfiil  fortitude,  without  the  dered  him  the  centre  of  a  very  great  and 

least  mixture  of  anything  irritable  or  que-  unparalleled  variety  of  agreeable  socie- 

ruloas,  agreeably  to  the  placid  and  even  ties,  which  will  be  dissipated  by  his  death. 

tenor  of  his  whole  life.    He  had  from  He  had  too  much  merit  not  to  excite 

the  banning  of  his  malady  a  distinct  some  jealousy,  too  much  innocence  to 

view  of  his  dissolution,  which  he  contem-  provoke  any  enmity.    The  loss  of  no 
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man  of  his  time  can  be  felt  with  more  quence  of  whidi  was,  that  instead 

aincere,  general,  and  unmixed  sorrow.  one  governor  they  hsM  seven  himch 

Hail  and  Farewell  I  tyrants." 

With   such  an  instance   before  tfc 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  gave  a  striking  eyes,  Mr.  Burke  said,  his  advice  m 

testimony  of  the  steadiness  of  his  attach-  **Be  wise  by  experience;  hold  fasti 

ment  to  Mr.  Burke,  by  appointing  him  blessings  you  enjoy,  and  trust  to  no  tb 

one  of  his  executors,  and  bequeathmg  to  retical  remedies.*' 

him  iS2,000,  in  addition  to  a  like  sum  Soon  afler  this,  Mr.  Fox  came  form 

which  he  had  lent  to  faim  some  time  be-  with  a  motion  in  favour  of  the  Unitad 

fore,  and  the  bond  for  wUch  he  directed  Dissenters ;  which  Mr.  Burke  also  i 

to  be  cancelled.  posed,  not  upon  intolerant  grounds,  1 

It  has  been  said,  and  at  one  time  the  from  a  persuasion  that    the  daimai 

report  was  pret^  generally  credited,  that  were  dangerous  subjects,  who  aimed  at) 

the  published  discourses  of  Sir  Joshua,  downfall  of  every  system  which  wasdi 

upon  the  principles  of  the  art  which  he  to  the  country,  and  whose  reliAon  i 

adorned,  were  in  a  great  measure  indebted  connected  with  political  prindmes  h 

for  their  elegance  to  the  pen  ofBuRKE;  but  tile  to  the  welfare  of  the  establishmi 

this  assertion  has   been  so  completely  both  civil  and  religious.    Tills  chai 

disproved  by  those  who  possessed  the  roused  the  members  around  him,  (foe 

best  means  of  information,  as  to  be  no  still  sat  on  the  opposition  bench,)  to 

longer  worthy  of  credit  excessive  degree  of  animosi^.    In  i 

This  was  a  busy  year  to  Mr.  Burke,  swer  to  those  who  demanded  prooft 

who,  besides  his  private  avocations,  and  what  he  alleged,  Mr.  Burke  narrated  I 

the  multiplicity  of  nis  correspondence,  felt  proceedings  of  some  late  meetings  ti[\ 

himself  bounato  stand  forward  against  Unitarian  Dissenters,  which  demonstra) 

the  innovations  proposed  by  his  old  as-  unequivocally  their  connexion  with  < 

sociates.    Eariy  m  the  session,  Mr.,  now  French  cannibals.    This  expression  bei 

Earl  Grey,  introduced  his  motion  for  a  caught  up  by  the  supporters  of  the  modi 

Parliamentary  Reform,  which  ill-timed  proctucea  a  repetition  on  the  part  of  ll 

measure  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Burke  in  Burke,  who  said.  Gentlemen  might  < 

s.  very  powerful  speech.    He  began  by  out,  "  Hear !  hear !"    as  long  as  tft 

companng  his  situation  to  that  of  a  worn-  thought  proper ;  he  had,  however,  assc 

out  invalid  in  the  battles  of  the  state,  and  ed  no  more  than  what  he  could  prov 

who  was  now  left  to  guard  the  citadel  for  he  could  show,  by  documents,  tl 

of  the  constitution.    After  this  exordium  the  French  cannibals,  after  having  tc 

he  waived  the  general  subject  as  ofiering  out  the  hearts  of  those  they  had  murden 

nothing  new,  but  he  showed  the  danger  squeezed  the  blood  into  their  wine  a 

of  the  discussion,  by  exhibiting  prc^s  drank  it. 

that  there  was  an  avowed  party  m  the  As  the  name  of  Dr.   Priestley  n 

country  whose  object  was  to  overthrow  brou^t  up  in  the  course  of  this  deba 

and  change  the  constitution.    Upon  being  Mr.  Burke  took  occasion  to  bestow  soi 

urged  by  the  most  clamorous  calls,  to  severe  censures  upon  the  principles 

produce  his  evidence,  he  entered  into  par-  that  restless  polemic.    This  will  accoi 

ticular  details,  and  named  several  socio-  for  the  angry  t<Hie  in  which  the  doc 

ties  recentlyformed  on  revolutionary  prin-  ever  after  spoke  of  his  old  acquaintanc 

ciples.    *<  When  sudi  persons,**  said  he,  but  when  he  circulated  the  story  that  ]N 

"the  advocates  for  Paine's  doctrines,  the  Burke,  on  hearing  of  the  riots  at  I 

sohcitors  of  a  confederacy  with  the  most  mingham,  ran  about  in  an  ecstacy  of  j 

infamous  foreign  dubs,  were  also  the  ad-  congratulating  every  body  he  met,  he  v 

vocates  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  it  guilty  himself  of  the  very  ofience  agai 

was  high  time  to  sound  the  alarm  of  dan-  chanty,  which  he  attempted  to  fasten  u|) 

ger  to  the  constitution.    In  France,  the  another,  for  he  had  no  authority  whate^ 

advocates  of  Reform,  at  the  very  moment  to  adduce  in  proof  of  what  he  related, 

their  king  was  carrying  into  efiect  a  real  Such  was  the  serious  aspect  c^ the  tim 

and  substantial  cmmge  for  the  national  that  parliament  assembled  again  at  i 

good,  snatched  the  crown  from  his  head,  end  of  the  same  year,  to  adopt  measu 

and  overturned  his  throne;  the  conse-  for  the  security  of  the  country,  the  pei 
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ef  wU<^  was  threatened  by  societies  aifili-  and  to  admire  a  monarchical  form  of  go- 

ated  on  the  preteidt  of  Reform,  but  palpa-  vernment     In  the  mean  time  the  ranks 

Wy  intended  to  bring  about  a  Revolution,  of  opposition  became  thinner  every  day, 

similar  to  that  of  France.    In  the  debates  and  many  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Fox  fol- 

tfaat  arose  upon  the  address,  Fox  and  She-  lowed  the  example  of  Burke,  when  he 

ridan  ridiculed  the  alarm  that  had  been  crossed  the  floor  of  the  house,  and  declar- 

excited,  and  condemned  the  speech  from  ed  that  he  quitted  the  camp  for  ever, 

the  throne,  as  a  libel  upon  the  people.  On  taking  a  retrospect  of  these  tem- 

BvRKE,  in  reply,  maintained  that  with'  the  pestuous  scenes,  and  considering  the  mar- 

same  justice  Cicero  might  have   been  vellous  events,  that  for  a  series  of  years 

charged  with  libelling  all  Rome,  when  he  resulted  from  the   revolutionary  abyss 

announced  theconspuracy  of  Cataline  and  then  opened  in  France,  one  cannot  help 

ids  companions,  and  their  intention  to  admiring  the  penetrating  genius  of  the 

bom  the  city,  and  massacre  the  senate.  man  who  first  detected  the  deceitful  mass 

Against  Uie  proposition  of  Mr.  Fox  that  lay  beneath,  and  foretold  the  desolar 
for  a  negociation  with  the  French  repub-  tion  which  the  eruption  would  produce. 
ticans,  he  entered  his  solemn  protest  in  Mr.  Burke  might  truly  be  called  theCas- 
tius  energetic  lanmiage :  **  Stained  with  sandra  of  his  day,  for  every  speech  that 
crimes^  bkisting  and  damning  all  the  courts  he  uttered,  and  every  line  Uiat  he  wrote  on 
of  Europe,  ought  France  to  be  acknow-  the  subject  of  France,  received  in  the  issue, 
ledped  ?  Ou^ht  she  to  be  acknowledged  the  stamp  of  an  oracle.  It  is  true,  that 
wimout  waiting  (in  the  words  of  Hamlet)  his  zeal  on  this  subject,  sometimes  carried 
for  the  whetting  of  the  axe  ?"  Ought  she  him  to  great  lengths,  but  if  in  a  few  in- 
to be  acknowl^ged  in  the  teetn  of  all  stances,  as  whenhe  exhibited  a  dagger  ta 
her  decrees  of  universal  hatred  to  mo-  illustrate  the  character  and  faith  of  repulK 
narchies,  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  com-  Ucan  ami^,  he  appeared  too  theatncal  i 
mission  of  regicide  ?  Oh !  if  she  were,  the  the  intes;nty  of  the  motive  must  be  admit- 
nation  might  depend  upon  it,  that  the  ted,  and  much  allowance  therefore  is  due 
murder  of  the  king  of  France  would  only  to  the  enthusiasm  by  which  he  was  ani- 
be  EMreUminaiy  to  the  murder  of  the  king  mated.  Atthis  critical  period,  the  thoughts 
of  England  !"  of  Mr.  Burke  were  directed  wholly  to  the 

Mr.  Burke  then  proceeded  to  declare,  genei-al  weUare,  while  Mr.  Fox  courted 

that  as  soon  as  Great  Britain  acknow-  the  applause  of  the  multitude.    The  cool- 

ledged  the  existing  state  of  things  in  France^  ness  tnat  had  subsisted  between  these  two 

by  a  formal  negociation,  from  that  moment,  great  men  for  three  years,  was  not  ho  w- 

rebus  extanHbus,  she  must  bow  the  neck  to  ever  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  all 

that  country.    This  was  a  consequence  hopes  of  reconciliation,  till  this  session  of 

which  he  insisted  would  be  the  result  of  parliament    Efforts  indeed  had  actually 

such  policy.  **  In'her  system  of  conduct,"  oeen  made,  to  bring  about  a  union  of  parties 

observed  the  orator,  "France  has  fol-  forthepublicbenent,but  they  were  all  ren- 

lowed  that  of  Mahomet,  who,  affecting  to  dered  nugatory  by  the  obstinacy  of  Mr. 

preach  peace,  carried  liis  Koran  in  one  Fox,who  even  refbsed  to  consult  the  most 

band,  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  to  punish  respectable  members  of  the  opposition, 

all  who  would  not  acknowledge  his  mis-  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  ajdopted  in 

sion.    Thus  has  acted  the  French  repub-  the  senate. 

lie    It  has  published  a  declaration  of  the  It  seemed  therefore  evident,  that  he  was 

ri^ts  of  man,  and  propagated  them  by  setting  up  for  himself^  and  as  he  espoused 

the  sword."  the  cause  of  the  French  abroad,  and  that 

Mr.  Fox,  however,  was  not  to  be  driven  of  the  republican  faction  at  home,  there 

fifom  his  purpose  by  these  arguments,  was  reason  enough  to  apprehend  the  most 

though  they  were  confirmed  by  the  glar-  serious   consequences   from   his  ascen- 

ing  evidence  of  facts  on  every  side.    He  dency.    Burke  knew  that  revolutionary 

persevered  in  maintaining  that  there  was  principles   must  produce   revolutionary 

no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  practices ;    and  it   was   this  conviction 

revolutionary  doctrines  which  were  then  which  made  him  so  active  in  exposing  the 

rapidly  spreading  over  the  country,  and  danger  of  that  friendship  with  regicides, 

he  stffl  continued  to  palliate  the  conduct  which  his  opponents  assiduously  sought 

of  the  Frendi  repubhcans,  though  at  the  and  earnestly  recommended.    At  the  end 

■MiiA  tiiyiA  he  piofeflsed  to  abhor  regictde,  of  this  stormy  sesdon,  Mx.  &q^il^  ^s^\« 
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up,  and  communicated  to  the  Duke  of  tncnds,  assisted  by  a  servant,  was  cai 

Portland,  a  narrative  of  the  proceedings  inp  him  into  anotlicr  room,  he  faintly  « 

of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  ca!)ul,  in  which  many  "  God  bless  you,"  f(;ll  back,  and  expi 

extraordinary  facts  were  developed,  full  without  a  groan.    His  remains  were 

enouuh  to  justify  the  separation  that  had  terrcd,  on  tlie  15th,  in  the  church  of  B 

taken  place,  and  the  necessity  of  giving  consficld  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  wh 

support  to  the  government  for  the  preser-  parish  he  had  long  resided,  on  an  est 

vation  of  the  constitution.  which  is  said  to  have  been  given  him  by 

In   1794,  Mr.  Burke   had  two  severe  marquis  of  Rockingham.     But  it  is 

trials,  in  the  death  of  his  brother,  followed  traordinary,  and  little  to  the  credit  of 

by  tliat  of  his  only  son  Richard,  who  was  age,  tliat  as  yet  no  monument  has  Im 

his  colleague  in  tlie  representation  of  Mai-  raised  to  his  memonr.     Mr.  Burke  in 

ton.    The  next  year  he  retired  from  par-  person  was  about  five  feet  ten  incha 

liament ;  and  soon  after  received  the  grant  Height,  erect,  and  well  formed  ;  his  cd 

of  a  pension  for  himself  and  fiis  wife,  tenance  was  pleasing,  but  being  very  ni 

payable  out  of  the  civil  list     But  this  sighted,  his  action  in  public  speaking  1 

mark  ofthe  royal  favour,  though  bestowed  much  of  its  eiTect    Of  his  talents  tb 

when  he  was  no  longer  in  a  situation  to  cannot  be  two  opinions ;  his  knowlec 

assist  ministers  by  his  vote,  brought  upon  was  so  various  that  he  could  conve 

him  a  load  of  illiberal  abuse ;  and  two  upon  all  subjects,  and  that  with  sud 

peers  did  themselves  no  honour  by  the  grasp  of  mind  and  felicity  of  expresai 

manner  of  their  noticing  Mr.  Burke  and  as  delif^hted  the  hearer,  vvho,  on  parti 

hispcnsion  in  the  House  of  Lords.  from  him  naturally  exclaimed,  "  W] 

These  illiberal  attacks,  (for  such  they  a  wonderful  man !" 
unquestionably  were,)  produced  a  spirit-        As  an  orator  he  stood  confessedU 

ed  retort  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord  the  very  first  class,  but  he  had  the  fa 

Fitzwilliam.     In  this  tract  the  venerable  of  prolixity,  and  too  generally  overioai 

author  gave  abundant  proof,  that  neither  his  argument  with  an  exuberance  of  ill 

age  nor  misfortune  had  weakened  his  trative  imagery.     His  metaphors  w 

mental  energies ;  and  if  those  who  so  wan-  sometimes  incongruous,  and  his  langai 

tonly  provoked  him  did  not  writhe  under  was  occasionally  so  low  as  to  excite  a 

the  scourge,  their  nerves  must  have  been  prise  and  disgust    In  his  manners  he  ¥ 

of  a  peculiar  construction.  urbane  and  generous,  very  communi 

Tne  next  and  last  performance  which  live  of  his  advice,  and  ready  to  patron 

Mr.  Burke  gave  to  the  public,  was  a  merit.     Of  this  he  gave  a  proof  in 

series  of "  Letters  on  the  Proposals  for  liberality  to  Barry  the  painter,  whom 

Peace  with  the   Regicide  Directory  of  took  under  his  protection  in  Dublin,  i 

France  ;^'  and  of  all  his  works  this  may  sent  him   at  his  own  expense  to  Iti 

fairly  challenge  the  pre-eminence  for  a  While  there,  the  most  friendly  correspa 

comprehensive  view  of  foreign  and  do-  ence  passed  between  them,  and  throt 

mestic  policy,  strength  of  reasoning,  and  life  Mr.  Burke  behaved  kindly  to 

powerful  appeals  to  the  understanding.  ingenious  countr)rman,  althougn  the  1 

The  design  of  it  was  as  exalted  as  the  haviour  of  Barry  was  far  firom  being  so 

execution  was  masterly ;  being  no  less  as  he  could  approve, 
than  to  rouse  the  nation  from  a  state  of        The  literary  character  of  Mr.  Bub 

despondency  under  difficulties,  to  confi-  is  above  all  praise.     Though  he  wr 

dence  in  its  resources,  and  a  vigorous  ex-  rapidly,  not  a  line  dropped  from  his  j 

ertion  of  its  powers,  in  a  struggle,  the  but  what  bore  the  striking  impress  of^ 

glorious  termination  of  which  our  politi-  powerful  mind,  and  in  truth  he  can  bar 

cal  Nestor  foresaw  and  foretold.  be  said  to  have  written  a  single  page  wi 

At  length  these  incessant  labours  ope-  out  communicating  to  the  most  enlight 

rated  upon  the  constitution  of  M  r.  Burke  cd  reader  something  new,  either  in  thou 

m  a  manner  that  soon  gave  indications  or  illustration.    Wisdom  and  eloquen 

of  a  rapid  decay.     Still,  amidst  all  his  which  others  attain  with  labour,  were 

bodily  weakness,  his  mind  preserved  its  him  the  habitual  and  ordinary  march 

vigour,  and  on  the  seventh  of  July,  1797,  his  ideas ;  whence  his  style  constantly 

He  conversed  with  animation  on  the  great  hibits  such  a  superabundance  of  argiim 

subject  which  had  so  long  occupied  his  and  imagery,  that  while  our  attentioi 

thonghtfl.    The  next  day,  while  ono  of  his  pursuing  the  track  of  his  reasoniT*" 
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danger  of  losing  ourselves  amidst  the  regulation  of  their  conduct  in  perilous 

irious  beauties  with  which  it  is  en-  times,  were  driven  about  by  every  wind 

and  embellished.    The  same  cha-  that  blew,  having  no  point  of  certain  dis- 

stics  distinguished  the  oratory  of  tinction,  nor  any  principles  upon  which 

URKE,  that  are  still  perceived  in  his  they  could  depend  for  their  guidance  and 

»sitions;  but  thougn  he  rarely,  if  security,  amiast  the  sea  of  revolutionary 

ailed  to  delight  his  hewers  by  his  strife,  from  which,  as  they  and  others 

3r  and  his  matter,  he  too  frequently  vainly  flattered  themselves,  a  new  world 

jned  the  effect  of  his  elocution  by  of  perfection  was  about  to  arise.     Most 

jppingat  the  right  period  of  his  ar-  of  these  visionaries  have  dropped  into 

it ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  oblivion,  and  the  few  that  remain  are  so 

hose  who  had  been  charmed  and  little  known,  that  their  very  names  will 

iccd  by  the  former  part  of  the  speech,  in  a  short  space  be  forgotten.    Burke, 

iSj  at  the  close  of  it,  languid,  tired,  on  the  contrary,  has  leftan  imperishable 

diffeient  memorial ;  every  day  increases  its  value, 

omestic  life  Mr.  Burke  exhibited  and  future  ages  will  have  recourse  to  it 

.  striking  contrast  to  his  associates,  for  the  maxims  of  political  wisdom  in  the 

is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  how  a  government  and  direction  of  life.    What- 

i  of  his  philosophical  principles  and  ever  may  be  thought  of  those  infirmities 

rate  habits  could  endure  a  connexion  which  he  possessed  in  common  with  the 

len,  most  of  whose  time  was  dissi-  rest  of  mankind,  or  of  the  errors  into 

to  use  no  worse  term,  in  midnight  which  he  occasionally  fell,  he  had  the 

r  over  the  bottle,  or  at  the  gaming-  singular  merit  of  dissolving  the  links  of 

To  reconcile  private  vice  wiUi  party,  at  a  critical  period,  when  that  party 

virtue  is  a  task  which  no  casuist  began  to  assume  the  dangerous  part  of 

t  ventured  to  undertake  in  a  free  a  taction,  under  a  leader  whose  ambition, 

upartial  spirit ;  nor  would  any  one  admitting  no  restraint, 

5  in  the  proof  that  the  union  is  "  Sprung  upwards,  like  a  pyramid  of  fire 

JBUL  were  it  not  from  a  desire  to  Into  the  wild  expanse,  and  through  the  shock 

particularcharacters,  whose  morals  g^  ^.^^^'""S  elements,  on  all  sidesround 

"^     ,        .              -xL  lu         r      '  Environ'd,  won  his  way." 

Ben  at  vanance  with  the  professions  m  i  •      !•      /•         V.           ..•       i 

they  set  up  in  the  face  ofthe  world.  taking,  therefore,  a  retrosoective  glance 

ice  was  well  aware  of  this,  and  f  ^^^  P^^  .f  ?"'  »^^»«"«^1  ^^^'^IJ'  ^"^ 

►re,  in  one  of  his  political  sermons,  looking  steadfastly  upon  the  opposite  con- 

k  Occasion,  sharply,  to  reprobate  ^f  ^  ^^^^^^  ™?°  J^^^  distingmshed  hem- 

micious  ma^m,  that  patriotism  and  f  ^Y««  when  the  horrors  of  the  RevoluUon 

icy  could  exist  in  the  same  person,  ^^d  nearly  broken  in  upon  the  shores  of 

I  thb  in  reference  to  the  leaSers  of  P"tam,  one  cannot  help  adminng  the  m- 

tty  to  which  he  belonged,  and  he  F^P^d  sp";t  that  first  and  last  opposed 

A  most  devoutly  an3  sincerely,  the  torrent,  and  for  so  domg  brought  upon 

rhUe,  by  their  oratorical  powers,  himself  the  hatred  ot  his  compeers.    Not 

:reat  men  were  upholding  aW  pro-  *"  the  least  mtunidated  by  their  taunts  and 

;g  the  same  doctnnes  with  himself,  T^Tf  ^f '  ^^  ^T"^"^  *"'  ''''"'^•'  T'* 

c|  essential  to  human  happiness  ^y  ^^at  firmness  became  a  main  instru- 

mdered  them  altogether  n^atory  "^^n^  of  rousing  the  nation  to  that  resist- 

most  scandalous  conduct  in  the  ^"^^  ^»nf  anarchy,  which  uUimately 

7  transactions  of  life.  ^V«  Pe«J<^  ^  ^^^  ^X^^  t    ^-  t^^  k    \k" 

L  the  French  Revolution  broke  ^"^  f  F^^P^;  ^5  admirably  painted  by  the 

was  seen  that  pubUc  and  private  POft,  he  stood 

~rX              *^*  J        -iU     *  "  Among  innumerable  raise,  unmov'd, 

jannot  be  separated,  without  en-  unshaken,  unaeduc'd,  unterrified  ; 

ing    the    fundamental    pnnciples  His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal ; 

rhich  all  social  order  must  stand,  Nor  number,  nor  example,  with  him  wrought 

'flie   consummation  of  which  the  To  swerve  from  Truth,  or  change  his  cons^am 

ifindividuals  can  alone  be  secured.  Though  single.    From  amidst  them,  fonh^e 

lat  storm,  Burkb  appeared  im-  Long  way  through  hostile  scorn,  which  he  sus- 

lile,like  the  rock  whose  basis  is  ^     tain'd                       .      ,      ^ 

i^  Ju«.  r^..»^«^;^n  «r  afar»al  mf\rn  Supenof,  HOT  of  msolence  feared  aught : 

m  the  foundataon  of  eternal  mora-  ^^g  ^.^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^  ^^^^  he  turr.'d 

■6  the  poutical  sophists  ot  the  day,  q^  ujo^e  proud  towns  to  s.vifi  desUucUon 

nottimg  stable  in  their  minds  for  hurPd." 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  READER. 


Ths  late  Mr.  Buike,  from  a  principle  of  disposed  in  chronol<^cal  order,  with  the  ez- 
onaffected  humili^)  which  they,  who  were  the  cepticm  of  the  Preface  ta  Brissot's  Addresa, 
most  intimately  acquainted  with  his  character,  which  having  appeared  in  the  Author's  life- 
best  know  to  have  been  in  his  estimation  one  time,  and  from  delicacy  not  being  avowed  by 
of  the  most  important  moral  duties,  never  him-  him,  did  not  come  within  the  plan  of  this 
self  made  any  cdlectioo  of  the  various  publi-  edition,  but  has  been  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
cati(xis  with  \^ich,  during  a  period  of  forty  last  volume,  on  its  being  found  deficient  in  just 
years,  he  adorned  and  enriched  the  literature  bulk. 

of  this  country.     When,  however,  the  rapid        The  several  posthumous   publications,  as 

and  unexampled  demand  for  his  "  Reflecti(»is  they  firom  time  to  time  made  their  appearance, 

on  the  Rev(^ution  ci  France,"  had  unequivo-  were  accompanied  by  approprieite  pre&ces. 

cally  testified  his  celebrity  as  a  writer,  some  These,  however,   as    they   were  principally 

of  bis  fi^eods  so  far  prevailed  upon  him,  that  intended  for  temporary  purposes,  have  been 

he  permitted  them  to  put  forth  a  regular  edition  omitted.    Some  few  explanations  only,  which 

of  his  works.    Accoidingly,  three  volumes  in  they  contained,  seem  here  to  \fe  necessary, 
qoarto  appeared  under  that  title  in  1792,  print-        The  "  Observations  <m  the  Conduct  o(  the 

ed  for  the  late  Mr.  Dodsley.    That  edition,  Minority  in  the  Sessicm  of  1793,"  had  been 

therefore,  has  been  made  the  foundation  of  the  written  and  sent  by  Mr.  Burke  as  a  paper 

present,  for  which  a  fcMin  has  been  chosen  entirely  and  strictly  confidential ;  but  it  crept 

better  adapted  to  public  convenience.    Such  surreptitiously  into  the  world,  through  the  fraud 

errours  of  the  press  as  have  been  discovered  and  treachery  of  the  man  whom  he  had  em* 

in  it  are  here  rectified ;  in  other  respects  it  is  ployed  to  transcribe  it,  and,  as  usually  happens 

faithfully  fbUowed,  except  that  in  <Mie  instance,  in  such  cases,  came  forth  in  a  very  mangled 

an  accident  of  little  moment  has  occasioned  a  state,  under  a  false  title,  and  without  the  in- 

sUght  deviation  from  the  strict  chrcmological  troductory  letter.    The  friends  of  the  Author, 

arrangement ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  a  without  waiting  to  consult  him,  instantly  ob- 

speech  of  conspicuoiis  excellence,  on  his  de-  tained  an  injunction  from  the  Court  of  Chan- 

dming  the  poll  at  Bristol,  in  1780,  is  here,  for  eery  to  stop  the  sale.    What  he  himself  felt, 

the  first  time,  inserted  in  its  proper  place.  op  receiving  intelligence  of  the  injury  done 

As  the  activi^  of  the  Author's  mind,  and  him  by  one,  from  whom  his  kindness  deserved 

the  lively  interest  which  he  took  in  the  welfare  a  very  difierent  turn,  will  be  best  conveyed  in 

of  his  country,  ceased  only  with  his  life,  many  his  own  words.    The  following  is  an  extract 

subsequent  productions  issued  from  his  pen,  of  a  letter  to  a  friend,  which  he  dictated  on 

which  were  received  in  a  manner  correspond-  this  subject  firpm  a  sick  bed: 
ing  with  his  distinguished  reputation.     He 

wrote  also  various  tracts,  of  a  less  popular  "Bathy  I5tk  Feb.  1797. 

descriptioQ,  which  he  designed  for   private        ''Mr  Dear  Laurencs, — On  the  appear- 

ciradation,  in  quarters  where  he  supposed  ance  of  the  advertisement,  all  newspapers,  and 

they  might  produce  most  benefit  to  the  com-  all  letters  have  been  kept  back  from  me  till 

monity;  but  which,  with  some  other  papers,  this  time.     Mrs.  Burke  opened  your's,  and 

have  been  printed  since  his  death,  from  copies  finding  that  all  the  measures  in  the  power  of 

which  he  left  behind  him  fairly  transcribed, .  Dr.  King,  yourself,  and  Mr.  Woodford,  had 

awl  most  of  them  corrected  as  for  the  press,  been  taken  to  suppress  the  pul^cation,  she 

AH  these,  now  first  collected  together,  form  ventured  to  deliver  me  the  letters  to-day,  which 

the  "tr^'^'-  of  the  last  volume.     They  are  were  read  to  me  in  my  bed,  about  two  o'dodi^ 

Vol.  I.— 1 


IV  ADVERTISEMENT. 

*'  This  affair  does  vex  me ;  but  I  am  not  in  it,  might  have  seemed  an  abandonment  of  d 

a  state  of  health  at  present  to  be  deeply  vexed  principles  which  it  contained.     The  AvOhoi 

at  any  thing.     Whenever  this  matter  comes  therefore,  discovering  that,  with  the  exceptio 

into  discussion,  I  authorize  you  to  contradict  of  the  introductory  letter,  he  bad  not  in  bt 

the  infamous  reports,  which  (I  am  informed)  kept  any  clean  copy,  as  he  had  supposed,  coi 

have  been  given  out ;  that  this  paper  had  been  rected  one  of  the  pamphlets  with  hu  own  hux 

circulated  through  the  Ministry,  and  was  in-  From  this,  which  was  found  preserved  withbi 

tended  gradually  to  slide  into  the  press.    To  other  papers,  his  friends  afterwards  thou^i 

the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  never  had  a  clean  their  duty  to  give  an  authentic  edition, 

copy  of  it  but  one,  which  is  now  in  my  posses-  The  *'  Thoughts  and  Details  on  Scarci^' 

sion ;  I  never  communicated  that,  but  to  the  were  originally  presented  in   the  ibrm  of  i 

Duke  of  Portland,  from  whom  I  had  it  back  Mnmorial  to  Mr.  Pitt.     The  Author  propose 

again.    But  the  Duke  will  set  this  matter  to  afterwards  to  recast  the  same  matter  in  a  na 

rights,  if  in  reality  there  were  two  copies,  and  shape.    He  even  advertised  ther  intended  woif 

he  has  one.     1  never  shewed  it,  as  they  know,  under  the  title  of  "  Letters  on  Rural  CEIcom 

to  any  one  of  the  Ministry.    If  the  Duke  has  mics,  addressed  to  Mr.  Arthur  Young;''  \n 

really  a  copy,  I  believe  his  and  mine  are  the  he  seems  to  have  finished  only  two  or  tbe 

only  ones  that  exist,  except  what  was  taken  detached  fragments  of  the  first  letter.    Thes 

by  fraud  from  loose  and  incorrect  papers  by  being  too  imperfect  to  be  printed  alone,  hi 

S            » to  whom  I  gave  the  letter  to  copy,  friends  inserted  them  in  the  Memorial,  wher< 

As  soon  as  I  began  to  suspect  him  capable  of  they  seemed  best  to  cohere.     The  Memorn 

any  such  scandalous  breach  of  trust,  you  know  had  been  fairly  copiedf  but  did  not  appear  b 

with  what  anxiety  I  got  the  loose  papers  out  have  been  examined  or  corrected,  as  boom 

of  his  hands,  not  having  reason  to  think  that  trifling  errours  of  the  transcriber  were  percq)' 

he  kept  any  other.    Neither  do  I  believe  in  tiUe  in  it.    The  manuscript  of  the  fiagmenti 

fact  (unless  he  meditated  this  villainy  Icng  was  a  rou^  drafl  from  the  Author's  own  haad 

ago)  that  he  did  or  does  now  possess  any  clean  much  blotted  and  very  confused, 

copy.  I  never  communicated  that  paper  to  any  The  ^' Third  Letter  on  the  Proposals  fii 

one  out  of  the  very  small  circle  of  those  private  Peace  "  was  in  its  progress  through  the  pres 

friends,  from  whom  I  concealed  nothing.  when  Mr.  Burke  died.    About  one  half  of  i! 

"  But  I  beg  you  and  my  friends  to  be  cautious  was  actually  revised  in  print  by  himself,  tboa^ 

how  you  let  it  be  understood,  that  I  disclaim  any  not  in  the  exact  order  of  the  pages  as  they  no«i 

thing  but  the  mere  act  and  intention  of  publica-  stand.    He  enlarged  his  first  draft,  and  atptp 

tion.   I  do  not  retract  any  one  of  the  sentiments  rated  one  great  member  of  his  subject,  for  thi 

contained  in  that  Memorial,  which  was  and  is  purpose  of  introducing  some  other  matter  be- 

my  justification,  addressed  to  the  friends,  for  tween.    The  different  parcels  of  manuscript, 

whose  use  alone  I  intended  it.  Had  I  designed  designed  to  intervene,  were  discovered.    Otae 

it  for  the  public,  I  should  have  been  more  exact  of  them  he  seemed  to  have  gone  over  himself, 

and  full.  It  was  written  in  a  tone  of  indignation,  and  to  have  improved  and  augmented.     Thfe 

in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Whig  other,  (fortunately  the  smaller,)  was  much  more 

Club,  which  were  directly  pointed  against  my-  imperfect,  just  as  it  was  taken  from  his  mouth 

self  and  others,  and  occasioned  our  secession  by  dictation.    No  important  change,  none  at 

fr(»n  that  club ;  which  is  the  last  act  of  my  all  affecting  the  meaning  of  any  passage,  has 

life  that  I  shall  under  any  circumstances  repent,  been  made  in    either,   though   in  the  more 

Many  temperaments  and  explanations  there  imperfect  parcel,  some  latitude  of  discretioB 

would  have  been,  if  I  had  ever  had  a  notion  in  subordinate  points  was  necessarily  used, 

that  it  should  meet  the  public  eye."  There  is,  however,  a  considerable  memba>, 

for  the  greater  part  of  which,  Mr.  Buiite^ 

In  themean  time  a  large  impression,  amount>-  reputation  is  not  responsible:  this  is  tiie  in* 

ing,  it  is  believed,  to  three  thousand  copies,  had  quiry  into  the  condition  of  the  higher  classes, 

been  dispersed  over  the  country.     To  recall  Thesummary  of  the  whole  topic  indeed,  nearly 

these  was  impossible ;  to  have  expected  that  as  it  stands,  was  found,  together  with  a  margi* 

any  admowledged  production  of  Mr.  Burke,  nal  reference  to  the  bankrupt-list,  in  his  owb 

full  of  matter  likely  to  interest  the  future  histo-  hand-writing ;  and  the  actual  conclusion  of  die 

rian,  could  remain  for  ever  in  obscurity,  would  letter  was  dictated  by  him,  but  never  received 

have  been  folly ;  and  to  have  passed  it  over  in  his  subsequent  correction.    He  had  also  pre- 

silent  neglect,  on  the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other,  served,  as  materials  for  this  branch  of  Um 

to  have  then  made  any  considerate  changes  in  subject,  some  scattered  hints,  documents,  and 
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parte  of  a  correspondence  on  the  state  of  the  pctmphlet  which  was  supposed  to  come  irom 
country.  He  was,  however,  prevented  from  high  authority,  and  was  circulated  by  Ministers 
working  on  them,  by  the  want  of  some  authen-  with  great  industry,  at  the  time  of  its  appear- 
tic  and  official  information,  for  which  he  had  ance  in  October,  1795,  immediately  previous  to 
been  long  anxiously  waiting,  in  order  to  ascer-  that  Session  of  Parliament  when  his  Majesty 
tain,  to  the  satis&ction  of  the  puUic,  what  for  the  first  time  declared,  that  the  appearance 
with  his  usual  sagacity  he  had  fully  antici-  of  any  disposition  in  the  enemy  to  negotiate 
pated  from  his  own  personal  observation,  to  his  for  general  peace,  should  not  fail  to  be  met 
own  private  ctnviction.  At  length  the  reports  with  an  earnest  desire  to  give  it  the  fullest  and 
of  the  different  Committees,  which  had  been  speediest  effect.  In  truth,  the  answer,  which 
appointed,  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  is  full  of  spirit  and  vivacity,  was  written  in  the 
ainpiy  furnished  him  with  evidence  for  this  latter  end  of  the  same  year,  but  was  laid  aside 
purpose.  Accordingly  he  read  and  considered  when  the  question  assumed  a  more  serious 
them  with  attenticn ;  but  for  any  thing  beyond  aspect,  from  the  commencement  of  an  actual 
this  the  seascm  was  now  past.  The  Supreme  negotiation,  which  gave  rise  to  the  series  of 
Disposer  <rf*all,  against  whose  inscrutable  coun-  printed  letters.  Afterwards,  he  began  to  re- 
■els  it  is  vain  as  well  as  impious  to  murmur,  write  it,  with  a  view  of  accommodating  it  to 
did  not  permit  him  to  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  new  purpose.  The  greater  part,  however, 
the  task  whidi  he  meditated.  It  was  resolved,  still  remained  in  its  original  state ;  and  several 
therefore,  by  one  of  his  friends,  after  much  heroes  of  tho  Revolution,  who  are  there  cele- 
hesitation,  and  under  a  very  painful  responsi-  brated,  having  in  the  interval  passed  off  the 
Inlity,  to,make  such  an  attempt  as  he  could  public  stage,  a  greater  liberty  of  insertHm  and 
at  sup[4ying  the  void ;  especially  because  the  alteration  than  his  friends,  on  consideration, 
insufficiency  of  our  resources  for  the  continu-  have  thought  allowable,  would  be  necessary  to 
ance  of  the  war  was  understood  to  have  been  adapt  it  to  that  place  in  the  series  for  which  it 
the  principal  objection  urged  against  the  two  was  ultimately  designed  by  the  Author.  This 
former  '^  Letters  on  the  Proposals  for  Peace."  piece,  therefore,  addressed,  as  the  title  origi- 
In  performing  with  reverential  diffidence  this  nally  stood,  to  his  noble  friend.  Earl  Fitz- 
dnly  of  friendship,  care  has  been  taken  not  to  william,  will  be  given  the  first  in  the  sup- 
attribute  to  Mr.  Burke  any  sentiment  which  is  pleraental  volumes,  which  will  be  hereafter 
Dot  most  ezf^icitly  known,  from  repeated  con-  added  to  complete  this  edition  of  the  Author's 
versations,  and  from  mudi  correspondence,  to  works. 

have  been  decidedly  entertained  by  that  illustri-  The  tracts,  most  of  them  in  manuscript, 

oos  man.    One  passage  of  nearly  three  pages,  which  have  been  already  selected  as  fit  for 

containing  a  censure  of  our  defensive  system,  this  purpose,  will  probably  furnish  four  or  five 

is  borrowed  firom  a  private  letter,  which  he  volumes  more,  to  be  printed  uniformly  with 

began  to  dictate,  with  an  intention  c^  compris-  this  edition.    The  principal  piece  is  entitled 

ing  in  it  the  short  result  of  his  opinions,  but  ''An  Essay  towards  an  Abridgment  of  the 

wfaidi  he  afterwards  abandoned,  when,  a  little  English  History;"  and  reaches  firom  the  earliest 

time  before  his  death,  his  health  appeared  in  period  down  to  the  conclusion  of  the  reign  of 

nme  degree  to  amend,  and  he  hoped  that  King  John.     It  is  written  with  much  depth 

Providence  might  have  spared  him  at  least  to  of  antiquarian  research,  directed  by  the  mind 

complete  the  larger  public  letter,  which  he  of  an  intelligent  statesman.    This  alone,  as 

then  proposed  to  resume.  far  as  can  be  conjectured,  will  form  more  than 

In  the  preface  to  the  former  edition  of  this  one  volume.    Another  entire  volume  also,  at 

letter,  a  fourth  was  mentioned  as  being  in  least,  will  be  filled  with  his  letters  to  public 

possession  of  Mr.  Burke's  friends.    It  was  in  men   on    public   affairs,  especially  those  of 

finct  announced  by  the  Author  himself,  in  the  France.    This  supplement  will  be  sent  to  the 

conclusion  of  the  second,  which  it  was  then  press  without  delay. 

designed  to  follow.   He  intended,  he  said, ''  to  Mr.  Burke's  nK)re  familiar  correspondence 

proceed  next  on  the  question  of  the  facilities  will  be  reserved,  as  authorities  to  accompany 

possessed  by  the  French  Republic,  from  the  a  narrative  of  his  life,  which  will  conclude  the 

vdermdMaU  of  other  ruOions,  and  particularly  whole.   The  period  during  which  he  flourished 

of  Auj  for  obtaining  her  ends  ;  aiid,  as  his  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  of  our  annals. 

notions  were  c(mtroverted,  to  take  notice  of  It  comprehended  the  acquisition  of  one  empire 

what,  in  thac  way,  had  been  recommended  to  in  the  east,  tlie  loss  of  another  in  the  west,  and 

him.'*     The  v^iicle  which  he  had  chosen  the  total  subversion  of  the  ancient  system  of 

for  this  part  of  his  plan  was  an  answer  to  a  Europe  by  the  French  Revolution ;  with  all 
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wfaieh  e?enti,  die  history  of  hii  life  it  neco»-  boon  hitherto  kept  back,  notwitbaCaadfaig  r» 

farily  and  intimately  connected,  as  indeed  it  peated  inquiries  and  applications.   It  is,  ther* 

also  is,  much  more  than  ia  generally  known,  ibre,  once  more  earnestly  requested,  that  d 

with  the  state  of  literature  and  the  elegant  arts,  persons  who  call  themselves  the  friends  or  ad 

Such  a  subject  of  biography  cannot  be  dismis-  mirers  of  the  late  Ekhmmd  Bixrke,  will  hafi 

Bed  with  a  slight  and  rapid  touch ;  nor  can  it  the  goodness  to  transmit,  without  delay,  anj 

be  treated  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it,  from  the  notices  of  that,  or  of  any  other  kind,  whidi 

information,  however  authentic  and  extensive,  may  happen  to  be  in  their  poeoessiop,  or  wiihii 

which  the  industry  of  any  one  man  may  have  their  reach,  to  Messrs.  Rivington ;  a  resped 

accumulated.     Many  important  communicar-  and  kindness  to  his  menory,  which  will  ix 

tions  have  been  received,  but  some  materials,  thankfully  acknowledged  by  those  firieads  ti 

which  rriate  to  the  pursuits  of  his  eariy  years,  whom,  in  dying,  he  comnnttsd  Am  sacrsd  Inri 

and  which  are  known  to  be  in  existence,  have  of  his  reputation. 


k 
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A  HEW   Edition  of  the  Woiks  (^  Mr.  The  orthography  has  been  in  many  cases 

Barke  having  been  called  for  by  the  Public,  altered,  and  an  attempt  made  to  reduce  it  to 

the  opportuni^  has  been  taken  to  make  some  some  certain  standard.     The  rule  laid  down 

slight  changes,  it  is  hoped  for  the  better.  for  the  discharge  of  this  task  was,  that  when- 

A  different  distribution  of  the  contents,  ever  Mr.  Burke  could  be  perceived  to  have 
while  it  has  made  the  volumes  more  nearly  been  uniform  in  his  mode  of  spelling,  that  was 
equal  in  their  respective  bulk,  has,  at  the  considered  as  decisive ;  but,  where  he  varied, 
same  time,  been  fortunately  found  to  produce  a  (and  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  by  dic> 
more  methodical  arrangement  of  the  whole,  tation,  and  leaving  to  others  the  superinten- 
The  first  volume  c(Mitains  those  literary  and  dance  of  the  press,  he  was  peculiarly  liaUe  to 
philosophical  vroxks  by  which  Mr.  Burke  was  variations  of  this  sort)  the  best  received  au- 
known,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  thorities  were  directed  to  be  followed.  The 
public  life  as  a  statesman,  and  the  political  reader,  it  is  trusted,  will  find  this  object,  too 
pieces  which  were  written  by  hiin  between  mudi  disregaided  in  modem  books,  has  here 
the  time  of  his  first  becoming  connected  with  been  kept  in  view  throughout.  The  quotaticms 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  his  being  which  are  interspersed  through  the  works  of 
chosen  Member  for  Bristol.  In  the  second  Mr.  Burke,  and  which  were  frequendy  made 
are  comprehended  all  his  speeches  and  pamph-  by  him  firom  memory,  have  been  generally 
lets  firom  his  first  arrival  at  Bristol,  as  a  can-  compared  with  the  cxiginal  authors.  Several 
didate,  in  the  year  1774,  to  his  farewell  address  mistakes  in  printing,  of  one  word  for  another, 
from  the  hustings  c£  that  city,  in  the  year  by  which  the  sense  was  either  perverted  or 
1780;  and  also  what  he  himself  puUished  obscured,  are  now  rectified.  Two  or  three 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  India.  The  remain-  anall  insertions  have  also  been  made  from  a 
ing  two  comprize  his  works  since  the  French  quarto  copy  corrected  by  Mr.  Burke  himself, 
revolution,  with  the  excepticn  of  the  Letter  to  From  the  same  source  something  more  has 
Lord  Kenmare  on  the  Penal  Laws  against  been  drawn  in  the  shape  of  notes,  to  which  are 
Irish  Catholics,  which  was  probably  inserted  subscribed  his  initials.  Of  this  number  is  the 
where  it  stands  from  its  relati<m  to  the  subject  ejq>lanation  of  that  celebrated  phrase,  "  the 
of  the  Letter  addressed  by  him,  at  a  later  swinish  multitude:"  an  explanation  which  was 
period,  to  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe.  With  the  uniformly  given  by  him  to  his  fidends,  in  con- 
same  exception,  too,  strict  regard  has  been  versation  on  the  subject  But  another  note 
paid  to  chronok^cal  order,  whkh,  in  the  last  will  probably  interest  the  reader  still  more,  as 
edition,  was  in  some  instances  br^en,  to  insert  being  strongly  expressive  of  that  parental  affec- 
pieces  that  were  not  discovered  till  it  was  too  tion  which  formed  so  amiable  a  feature  in  the 
hte  to  introduce  them  in  their  proper  places.  character  of  Mr.  Burke.    It  is  in  "  Reflec- 

In  the  Appendix  to  the  Speech  on  the  Nabob  tions  on  the  Revolution  in  France,"  Vol.  HI. 
of  Arcot's  Debts,  the  references  were  found  to  where  he  points  out  a  considerable  passage  as 
be  confiised,  and,  in  many  places,  erroneous,  having  been  supplied  by  his 'Most  son."  Se- 
Tiua  probably  had  arisen  from  the  circum-  veral  other  parts,  possibly  amounting  all  toge- 
■tance  that  a  larger  and  differently  constructed  ther  to  a  page  or  thereabout,  were  indicated  in 
Appendix  seems  to  have  been  CMriginally  de-  the  same  manner ;  but,  •  as  they  in  general 
signed  by  Mr.  Burke,  which,  however,  he  consist  of  single  sentences,  and  as  the  mean- 
afterwards  abridged  and  altered,  while  the  ing  of  the  mark  by  which  they  were  distin- 
■peecfa  and  the  notes  upon  it  remained  as  they  guished  was  not  actually  expressed,  it  has 
wwe.  The  text  and  the  documents  that  sup-  not  been  thought  necessary  to  notioe  them 
port  it  hK99  Unongtioat  been  accommodated  to  particularly. 
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PREFACE. 


Before  the  philosq)hical  worics  o£  Lord  are  the  doctrines  which,  sometimes  concealed, 

BouiTGBROKE   had   appeared,  great  things  sometimes  openly  and  fully  avowed,  are  fomid 

were  expected  from  the  leisure  of  a  man,  who  to  prevail  throughout  the  writings  of  Lord 

from  the  splendid  scene  of  action,  in  which  his  Bolinobroke  ;  and  such  are  the  reasonings 

talents  had  enabled  him  to  make  so  conspicu-  which  this  noble  writer  and  several  others  have 

MIS  a  figure,  had  retired  to  employ  tliose  tsilents  been  pleased  to  dignify  with  the  name  of  phi- 

in  the  investigation  of  truth.    Philosophy  be-  losophy.    If  these  are  delivered  in  a  specious 

;an  to  congratulate  herself  upon  such  a  prose-  manner,  and  in  a  style  above  th6  common,  thay 

yte  from  the  world  of  business,  and  hoped  to  cannot  want  a  number  of  admirers  of  as  mudi 

lave  extended  her  power  under  the  auspices  of  docility  as  can  be  wished  for  in  disciples.    To 

nich  a  leader.    In  the  midst  of  these  pleasing  these  the  editor  of  the  fi>llowing  little  piece  has 

:xpectati(Mis,  the  works  themselves  at  last  ap-  addressed  it:  there  is  no  reason  to  conceal  the 

reared  in  full  body,  and  with  great  pomp,  design  of  it  any  longer. 
I*hose  who  searched  in  them  for  new  discover-         The  design  was,  to  shew  that,  without  the 

ies  in  the  mysteries  of  nature ;  those  who  ex-  exertion  of  any  considerable  forces,  the  same 

;>ected  something  which  might  explain  or  direct  engines  which  were  employed  for  the  destruc- 

the  operations  of  the  mind;  those  who  hoped  tion  of  religion,  might  be  employed  with  equal 

to  see  morality  illustrated  and  enforced ;  those  success  for  the  subversion  of  government ;  and 

who  looked  for  new  helps  to  socie^  and  go-  that  specious  arguments  might  be  used  against 

remment ;  those  who  desired  to  see  the  cha-  those  things  which  they,  who  doubt  of  every 

racters  and  passions  of  mankind  delineated ;  thing  else,  will  never  permit  to  be  questioned. 

in  ^ort,  all  who  consider  such  things  as  phi-  It  is  an  observation  which  I  think  Isocrates 

losc^hy,  and  require  some  of  them  at  least,  in  makes  in  one  of  his    orations   against    the 

every  philosophical  work,  all  these  were  cer-  sophists,  that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  maintain  a 

tainly  disappointed ;  they  found  the  landmarks  wrong  cause,  and  to  support  paradoxical  opi- 

of  science  precisely  in  their  former  places',  nions  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  common  auditory, 

and  they  thought  they  received  but  a  poor  re-  than  to  establish  a  doubtful  truth  by  solid  and 

compense  for  this  disappointment,  in  seeing  conclusive  arguments.    When  men  find  that 

every  mode  of  religion  attacked  in  a  lively  something  can  be  said  in  favour  of  vdiat,  on 

manner,  and  the  foundation  of  every  virtue,  the  very  proposal,  they  have  thought  utterly 

and  of  all  government,  sapped  with  great  art  indefensible,  they  grow  doubtful  of  their  own 

and  much  ingenuity.    What  advantage  do  we  reason ;  they  are  thrown  into  a  sort  of  pleasing 

d^ve  frcHn  such  writings  ?    What  delight  can  surprize ;  they  run  along  with  the  speaker, 

a  man  find  in  employing  a  capacity  which  chaurmed  and  captivated  to  find  such  a  plentiful 

might  be  usefully  exerted  for  the  noblest  pur-  harvest  of  reasoning,  where  all  seemed  barren 

poaes,  in  a  sort  of  sullen  labour,  in  which,  if  and  unpromising.    This  is  the  fairy  land  of 

the  author  could  succeed,  he  is  obliged  to  own,  philosophy.    Aim!  it  very  frequently  happens, 

diat  nothing  could  be  raxxe  fatal  to  mankind  that  those  pleasing  impressions  on  the  iraagina- 

than  his  success  ?  tion,  subsist  and  produce  their  effect,  even 

I  cannot  conceive  how  this  sort  of  writers  after  the  understanding  has  been  satisfied  of 

propose  to  compass  the  designs  they  pretend  to  their  unsubstantial  nature.    There  is  a  sort  of 

have  in  view,  by  the  instruments  which  they  gloss  upon  ingenious  falsehoods,  that  dazzles 

empk^.    Do  they  pretend  to  exalt  the  mind  of  the  imagination,  but  which  neither  belongs  to, 

nan,  by  proving  him  no  better  than  a  beast  ?  nor  becomes  the  sober  aspect  of  truth.    I  have 

Do  they  think  to  enforce  the  practice  of  virtue,  met  with  a  quotation  in  Lord  Cdce's  reports 

\j  denying  that  vice  and  virtue  are  distin-  that  pleased  me  very  much,  though  I  do  not 

goiriied  by  good  or  ill  fortune  here,  or  by  hap-  know  from  whence  he  has  taken  it :  ^'  Interdum 

pineas  or  misery  hereafter  ?    Do  they  imagine  /ucata  falnta^  (says  he,)  in  muUu  est  proba^ 

ihtj  shall  increase  our  piety,  and  our  reliance  biliary  et  aape  rationibtu  vinat  nudam  veritatem,** 

oi  God,  by  exploding  his  providence,  and  in-  In  such  cases,  the  writer  has  a  certain  fire  and 

iHtiiig  that  he  is  neither  just  nor  good  ?    Such  alacrity  inspired  into  him  by  a  consciousness, 
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that  let  it  fare  how  it  will  with  the  subject,  his  sensible  of  our  blindness.    And  this  wa  mus 

ingenuity  will  be  sure  of  applause ;  and  this  do,  or  we  do  nothing,  whenever  we  examinn 

alacrity  becomes  much  greater  if  he  acts  upon  the  result  of  a  reas(»i  which  is  not  our  own 

the  offensive,  by  the  impetuosity  that  always  Even  in  matters  which  are,  as  it  were,  jusi 

accompanies  an  attack,  and  the  unfortunate  within  our  reach,  what  would  become  of  th( 

propensity  which  mankind  have  to  the  finding  work!,  if  the  practice  of  all  moral  duties,  anc 

and  exaggerating  faults.    The  editor  is  satis-  the  foundations  of  society,  rested  upon  havini 

fied  that  a  mind,  which  has  no  restraint  from  a  their  reasons  made  clear  and  demonstrative  U 

sense  of  its  own  weakness,  of  its  subordinate  every  individual  ? 

rank  in  the  creation,  and  of  the  extreme  danger  The  editor  knows  that  the  subject  of  this 

of  letting  the  imaginati(m  loose  upon  some  letter  is  not  so  fully  handled  as  obviously  il 

sufa^ts,  may  very  plausibly  attack  every  thing  might ;  it  was  not  his  design  to  say  aQ  thai 

the  most  excellent  and  venerable ;  that  it  would  could  possibly  be  said.    It  had  been  inexcus* 

not  be  difficult  to  criticise  the  creation  itself;  able  to  fill  a  large  volume  with  the  abuse  of 

and  that  if  we  were  to  examine  the  divine  reason ;  nor  would  such  an  abuse  have  beet 

fabrics  by  our  ideas   of  reason  and  fitness,  tolerable  even  for  a  few  pages,  if  s(Mne  unde^ 

and  to  use  the  same  method  of  attack  by  whicli  plot  of  more  consequence  than  the  apparenl 

wxne  men  have  assaulted  revealed  religion,  we  design,  had  not  been  carried  on. 

might  with  as  good  colour,  and  with  the  same  Some  persons  have  thought  that  the  advas- 

success,  make  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  tages  of  the  state  of  nature  ought  to  have  been 

in  his  creation  appear  to  many  no  better  than  more  flilly  displayed.    This  had  undoubted!; 

foolishness.    There  is  an  air  of  plausibility  been  a  very  ample  subject  for  declamation; 

which  accompanies  vulgar  reasonings  and  no-  but  they  do  not  consider  the  character  of  the 

lions  taken  from  the  beaten  circle  of  ordinary  piece.     The  writers  against  religion,  whilst 

experience,  that  is  admirably  suited  to  the  they  oppose  every  system,  are  wisely  careful 

narrow  capacities  of  some,  and  to  the  laziness  never  to  set  up  any  of  their  own.    If  some  in- 

of  others.     But  this  advantage  is  in  great  accuracies  in  calculation,  in  reascming,  or  u 

measure  lost,  when  a  painful,  comprehensive  method,  be  found,  perhiqis  these  will  not  be 

survey    of  a  very  complicated  matter,   and  looked  upon  as  faults  by  the  admirers  of  Lord 

which  requires  a  great  variety  of  considera-  Bolinobboke  ;  who  wilT,  the  editor  is  afiidd, 

tions,  is  to  be  made ;  when  we  must  seek  in  a  observe  much  more  <^  his  Lordsh^)*s  charac- 

profound  subject,  not  only  for  arguments,  but  ter  in  such  particulars  of  the  Ibllowing  letter, 

for  new  materials  of  argument,  their  measures  than  they  are  like  to  find  of  that  rapid  torrent 

and  their  method  of  arrangement ;  when  we  of  an  impetuous  and  overbearing  eloqu^x^, 

must  go  out  of  the  sphere  of  our  ordinary  ideas,  and  the  variety  of  rich  imagery  finr  which  that 

and  when  we  can  never  walk  sure,  but  by  being  writer  is  jusdy  admired. 
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A  LSTTER  TO  LORD  *  *  *  *.  aggravate  and  inflame  the  old.    Besides  this, 

the  mind  d'man  itself  is  too  active  and  restless 

Bhai.!.  I  venture  to  say,  my  Lord,  that  in  a  principle  ever  to  settle  on  the  true  point  of 

our  late  conversation,  you  were  inclined  to  the  quiet.    It  discovers  every  day  some  craving 

party  whidi  you  adopted  rather  by  the  feelings  want  in  a  body,  which  really  wants  but  little, 

of  your  good  nature,  than  by  the  conviction  of  It  every  day  invents  some  new  artificial  rule  to 

your  judgment?  We  laid  open  the  foundations  guide  that  nature  i?diich,  if  left  to  itself,  were 

of  socie^,  and  you  feared,  that  the  curiosity  the  best  and  surest  guide.    It  finds  out  imagi- 

of  this  search  might  endanger  the  ruin  of  the  nary  beings  prescribing  imaginary  laws ;  ukl 

whole  &bric.   Tou  would  readily  have  allowed  then,  it  raises  imaginary  terrours,  to  support  a 

my  principle,  but  you  dreaded  Uie  consequen-  belief  in  the  beings,  and  an  obedience  to  the 

ces  ;  you  thought,  that  having  once  entered  laws.    Many  things  have  been  said,  and  very 

npoa  these  reasonings,  we  might  be  carried  well  undoubtedly,  on  the  subjection  in  whidi 

insensibly  and  irresistibly  farther  than  at  first  we  should  preserve  our  bodies  to  the  govem- 

we  could  either  have  imagined  or  wished.  But  ment  of  our  understanding ;  but  enough  has  not 

for  my  part,  my  Lord,  I  dien  thou^t,  and  am  been  said  upon  the  restraint  which  our  bodily 

still  of  the  same  opinion,  that  errour,  and  not  necessities  ought  to  lay  on  the  extravagant 

truth,  of  any  kind,  is  dangerous ;  that  ill  con-  sublimities  and  eccentric  rovings  of  our  minds, 

elusions  can  only  flow  from  false  propositions ;  The  body,  or,  as  some  love  to  call  it,  our  infe- 

and  that,  to  know  whether  any  proposititm  be  riour  nature,  is  wiser  in  its  own  plain  way, 

true  or  false,  it  is  a  preposterous  method  to  and  attends  its  own  business  more  directly 

examine  it  by  its  apparent  consequences.  than  the  mind  with  all  its  boasted  subtilty. 

These  were  the  reasons  which  induced  me  In  the  'state  of  nature,  without  question, 

to  go  so  far  into  that  enquiry ;  and  they  are  the  mankind  was  subjected  to  many  and  great  in- 

reasons  which  direct  me  in  all  my  enquiries,  conveniences.   Wantof  union,  want  of  mutual 

I  had  mdeed  often  reflected  on  that  subject  assistance,  want  of  a  common  arbitrator  to 

before  I  could  prevail  on  myself  to  communi-  resort  to  in  their  difierences.     These  were 

cate  my  reflections  to  any  body.    They  were  evils  which  they  could  not  but  have  felt  pretty 

generally  melancholy  enough ;  as  those  usually  severely  on  many  occasions.     The  original 

are  which  carry  us  beyond  the  mere  surface  of  children  of  the  earth  lived  with  their  brethren 

things ;  and  which  would  undoubtedly  make  the  of  the  other  kinds  in  much  equality.     Their 

lives  of  all  thinking  men  extremely  miserable,  diet  must  have  been  confined  almost  wholly  to 

if  the  same  philosophy  which  caused  the  grief,  the  vegetable  kind ;  and  the  same  tree,  which 

did  not  at  the  same  time  administer  the  comfort,  in  its  flourishing  state,  produced  them  berries. 

On  considering  political  societies,  their  ori-  in  its  decay  gave  them  an  habitation.    The 

gin,  their  c<»istitution,  and  their  eflTects,  I  have  mutual  desires  of  the  sexes  uniting  their  bodies 

sometimes  been  in  a  good  deal  more  than  doubt,  and  affections,  and  the  children,  which  are  the 

whether  the  Creator  did  ever  really  intend  man  results  of  these  intercourses,  introduced  first 

for  a  state  of  happiness.    He  has  mixed  in  his  the  notion  of  society,  and  taught  its  conve- 

cop  a  number  of  natural  evils,  (in  spite  of  the  niencies.     This  society,  founded  in  natural 

boasts  of  stoicism  they  are  evils,)  and  every  appetites  and  instincts,  and  not  in  any  positive 

endeavour  which  the  art  and  policy  of  mankiiul  institution,  I  shall  call  natural  aocieti/.    Thus 

has  used  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  far  nature  went  and  succeeded ;  but  man  would 

this  day,  in  order  to  alleviate,  or  cure  them,  has  go  farther.    The  great  errour  of  our  nature  is, 

only  served  to  introduce  -  new  mischiefs,  or  to  not  to  know  where  to  stop,  not  to  be  satisfied 
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with  any  reasonable  acquirement;  not  to  com-  airt  of  liberty  aa  daily  raise  our  ardour  fi 
pound  with  our  condition ;  but  to  lose  all  we  more.  The  miseries  derived  to  mankind  fin 
have  gained  by  an  insatiable  pursuit  after  more,  superstition,  under  the  name  of  rdigioo,  an 
Man  found  a  considerable  advantage  by  this  of  ecclesiastical  Qrranny,  under  the  name  c 
union  of  many  persons  to  form  one  family ;  he  church  government,  have  been  clearly  and  ok 
therefore  judged  that  he  would  find  his  account  fully  exposed.  We  begin  to  think  and  to  a( 
proportionably  in  an  vanon  of  many  &milies  from  reason  and  from  nature  alone.  This  i 
into  one  body  politic.  And  as  nature  has  true  of  several,  but  still  is  by  far  the  majorit 
formed  no  bond  of  union  to  hold  them  together,  in  the  same  old  state  of  blindness  and  daveiy 
he  supplied  this  defect  by  law».  and  much  is  it  to  be  feared  that  we  sha 

This  is  poliUccd  aodety.  And  hence  the  perpetually  relapse,  whilst  the  real  producti? 
sources  of  what  are  usually  called  states,  civil  cause  of  all  this  superstitious  folly,  enthusi 
societies,  or  governments ;  into  some  form  of  astical  nonsense,  and  holy  tyranny,  hokis  i 
which,  more  extended  or  restrained,  all  man-  reverend  place  in  the  estimation  even  of  tho« 
kind  have  gradually  fallen.  And  since  it  has  who  are  otherwise  enlightened, 
so  happened,  and  that  we  owe  an  implicit  Civil  government  borrows  a  strength  froo 
reverence  to  all  the  institutions  of  our  ancestors,  ecclesiastical;  and  artificial  laws  receive! 
we  shall  consider  these  institutions  with  all  sanction  from  artificial  revelations.  The  ideal 
that  modesty  with  which  we  ought  to  conduct  of  religion  and  government  are  closdy  connect- 
ourselves  in  examining  a  received  q>inion ;  but  ed  ;  and  whilst  we  receive  government  as  i 
with  all  that  freedom  and  candour  which  we  thing  necessary,  or  even  useftd  to  oar  well- 
owe  to  truth  ni^erever  we  find  it,  or  however  it  being,  we  shall  in  spite  of  us  draw  in,  as  i 
may  contradict  our  own  notions,  or  oppose  our  necessary,  though  undesirable  consequence,  an 
own  interests.  There  is  a  most  absurd  and  artificial  religion  of  some  kind  or  other.  To 
audacious  method  of  reasoning  avowed  by  this  the  vulgar  will  always  be  voluntary  daves; 
aome  bigots  and  enthusiasts,  and  through  fear  and  even  those  of  a  rank  of  understanding  supe> 
assented  to  by  some  wiser  and  better  men ;  it  Hour,  will  now  and  then  involuntarily  fed  iti 
is  this :  they  argue  against  a  fair  discussion  of  influence.  It  is  therefore  of  the  devest  coo- 
popular  prejudices,  because,  say  they,  thou^  cemment  to  us  to  be  set  right  in  this  point ; 
they  would  be  found  without  any  reasonable  and  to  be  well  satisfied  whether  civil  govem- 
support,  yet  the  discovery  might  be  productive  ment  be  such  a  protector  fi'cnn  natural  evils, 
of  Uie  most  dangerous  consequences.  Absurd  andsuch  anurseand  increaserofbIeasuigB,as 
and  blasphemous  notion !  as  if  all  happiness  those  of  warm  imaginations  promise.  In  sodi 
was  not  connected  with  the  practice  of  virtue,  a  discussion,  far  am  I  firom  proposing  in  the 
which  necessarily  depends  upon  the  knowledge  least  to  reflect  en  our  most  wise  form  of  gn- 
of  truth ;  that  is,  upoa  the  knowledge  of  those  vemment ;  no  more  than  I  would  in  tHp  fiver 
unalterable  relations  which  Providence  has  or^  parts  of  my  philos<^ical  writings  mean  to 
dained  that  every  thing  shcnild  bear  to  every  object  to  the  piety,  truth  and  perfectioii  of  pv 
other.  These  relations,  which  are  truth  itself,  most  excellent  dburch.  Both  I  am.seankAB 
the  foundation  c£  virtue,  and  consequently,  the  have  their  foundations  on  a  rock.  No  disco* 
only  measures  of  happiness,  should  be  likewise  very  of  truth  can  prejudice  them.  On  the  con- 
the  only  measures  by  which  we  should  direct  trary,  the  more  closely  the  origin  of  religion 
our  reascHiing.  To  these  we  should  conform  and  government  are  examined,  the  moredraify 
in  good  earnest ;  and  not  think  to  force  nature,  their  excellencies  must  appear.  They  oorae 
and  the  whole  order  of  her  system,  by  a  com-  purified  firom  the  fire.  My  business  is  not  wfh 
pliance  with  our  pride,  and  folly,  to  conform  to  them.  Having  entered  a  protest  against  aU 
our  artificial  regulations.  It  is  by  a  cxxaSormity  objections  from  these  quarters,  I  may  the  mon 
to  this  method  we  owe  the  discovery  of  the  few  fireely  enquire  firom  history  and  experience, 
truths  we  know,  and  the  little  liberty  and  ration-  how  far  policy  has  contributed  in  all  times  to 
al  lu^piness  we  enjoy.  We  have  something  alleviate  those  evils  which  Providence,  that 
fairer  play  than  a  reasoner  could  have  expected  perhaps  has  designed  us  for  a  state  of  imper- 
formerly ;  and  Ve  derive  advantages  firom  it  fection,  has  imposed ;  how  far  our  physical 
which  are  very  visible.  skill  has  cured  our  constitutional  disorders; 

The  fabric  of  superstition  has  in  this  our  and  whether  it  may  not  have  introduced  new 

age  and  nation  received  much  ruder  shocks  ones,  curable  perhaps  by  no  skill, 
than  it  had  ever  felt  before ;  and  through  the        In  looking  over  any  state  to  form  a  judgment 

chinks  and  breaches  of  our  prison,  we  see  such  on  it ;  it  presents  itself  in  two  li^ts,  tfie  extw 

CUmmerings  of  light,  and  feel  such  refreshing  nal  and  the  internal.    The  first,  that  relation 
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^hich  it  bears  in  point  of  friendship  or  enmity  vastatioo,  by  which  they  are  formed,  and  all 
to  odier  states.  The  second,  that  relation  which  that  oppression  by  which  they  are  maintained, 
its  component  parts,  the  governing  and  the  We  know  little  of  Sesostris,  but  that  he  led 
governed,  bear  to  each  other.  The  first  part  out  of  Egypt  an  army  of  above  700,000  men ; 
of  the  external  view  of  aU  states,  their  relation  that  he  over-ran  the  Mediterranean  coast  as  far 
as  friends,  makes  so  trifling  a  figure  in  history,  as  Colchis ;  that  in  some  places  he  met  but 
that  I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  it  affords  me  but  little  resistance,  and  of  course  shed  not  a  great 
litde  matter  on  which  to  expatiate.  The  good  deal  of  blood;  but  that  he  found  in  others,  a 
offices  done  by  one  nation  to  its  neighbour;*  people  who  knew  the  value  of  their  liberties, 
the  support  given  in  public  distress ;  the  relief  and  sold  them  dear.  Whoever  considers  the 
aSbrded  in  general  calamity ;  the  protection  army  this  conqueror  headed,  the  space  he 
granted  in  emergent  danger:  the' mutual  return  traversed,  and  the  exposition  he  frequently 
of  kindness  and  civility,  would  afford  a  very  met,  with  the  natural  accidents  of  sickness, 
ample  and  very  pleasing  subject  for  histwy.  and  the  dearth  and  badness  of  provision  to 
But,  alas !  all  the  history  of  all  times,  con-  which  he  must  have  been  subject  in  the  vari- 
ceriiing  all  nations,  does  not  afford  matter  ety  of  climates  and  countries  his  march  lay 
enough  to  fill  t«i  pages,  thou^  it  should  be  through;  if  he  knows  anything,  he  must  know, 
spun  out  by  the  wire-drawing  amplification  of  that  even  the  conqueror's  army  must  have  su& 
a  Guicciardini  himself.  The  glaring  side  is  fered  greatly ;  and  that,  of  this  immense  num- 
that  of  enmity.  War  is  the  matter  which  fills  ber,  but  a  very  small  part  could  have  returned 
an  history,  and  consequently  the  only  or  almost  to  enjoy  the  plunder  accumulated  by  the  loss 
the  only  view  in  whidi  we  can  see  the  external  of  so  many  of  their  companions,  and  the  da* 
of  political  society,  is  in  a  hostile  shape ;  and  vastation  of  so  considerate  a  part  of  the  world, 
die  only  actions,  to  which  we  have  always  Considering,  I  say,  the  vast  army  headed  by 
seen,  and  still  see  all  of  them  intent,  are  such  this  conqueror,  whose  unwieldy  weight  was  al- 
as t^id  to  the  destruction  of  one  another,  most  alone  sufficient  to  wear  down  its  strength, 
War,  says  Machiavel,  ought  to  be  the  only  it  will  be  far  from  excess  to  suppose  that  one 
study  of  a  prince ;.  and  by  a  prince,  he  means  half  was  lost  in  the  expedition.  If  this  was 
every  sort  of  state,  however  constituted.  He  the  state  of  the  victorious,  and,  from  the  cir- 
ooght,  says  this  great  political  doctor,  to  con-  cumstances,  it  must  have  been  this  at  the 
sider  peace  only  as  a  breathing-time,  which  least ;  the  vanquished  must  have  had  a  much 
gives  him  leisure  to  contrive,  and  furnishes  heavier  loss,  as  the  greatest  slaughter  is  always 
ability  to  execute  military  plans.  A  medita-  in  the  flight,  and  great  carnage  did  in  those 
tion  on  the  conduct  of  political  societies  made  times  and  countries  ever  attend  the  first  rage 
old  Hobbes  imagine  that  war  was  the  state  of  of  conquest.  It  will  theref<»-e  be  very  reas<xi- 
natnre ;  and  tmfy,  if  a  man  judged  of  the  in-  able  to  allow  on  their  account  as  much  as, 
divkhials  of  our  race  by  their  conduct  when  added  to  the  losses  of  the  conqueror,  may 
united  and  packed  into  nations  and  kingdoms,  amount  to  a  milli<ni  of  deaths,  and  then  we 
he  mi^  imagine  that  every  sort  of  virtue  was  shall  see  this  conqueror,  the  oldest  we  have  oa 
wmatnral  and  foreign  to  the  mind  of  man.  the  rec<n'ds  of  history,  (though,  as  we  have 
The  first  accounts  we  have  of  mankind  are  observed  before,  the  chronology  of  these  remote 
but  so  many  accounts  of  their  butcheries.  AU  times  is  extremely  uncertain,)  opening  the 
empirea  have  been  cemented  in  blood ;  and  in  scene  by  a  destructicm  of  at  least  one  million 
those  early  periods  when  the  race  of  mankind  of  his  species,  unprovoked  but  by  his  ambition, 
began  first  to  form  themselves  into  parties  and  virithout  any  motives  but  pride,  cruelty,  and 
combinations,  the  first  eflTect  of  the  combina-  madness,  and  without  any  benefit  to  himself; 
tioo,  and  indeed  the  end  for  which  it  seems  (for  Justin  expressly  tells  us  he  did  not  main- 
purposely  formed,  and  best  calculated,  is  their  tain  his  conquests ;)  but  solely  to  make  so  many 
monial  destruction.  All  ancient  history  is  people,  in  so  distant  countries,  feel  experiment- 
dark  and  uncertain.  One  thing  however  is  ally,  how  severe  a  scourge  Providence  intends 
dear.  There  were  conquerors,  and  conquests  for  the  human  race,  when  he  gives  one  man  the 
in  those  days;  and  consequentiy,  all  that  de-  power  over  many,  and  arms  his  naturally  im- 

•  Had  his  Lordshh)  lived  to  our  days,  to  have  P^^°*»  f"<|  ^®«^^«  ^S^'  "^^^  *!»«  hands  of  mil- 
seen  the  noble  reliefgiven  by  this  nation  to  the  hons,  who  know  no  common  prmciple  of  action, 
diatmebd  Portuguese,  he  had  perhaps  owned  but  a  blind  obedience  to  the  passions  of  their 
this  part  of  his  argument  a  little  weakened,  but  ^q^ 

we  no  not  think  ourselves  entitled  to  alter  his         mu..  ««-♦ ..  .-i,«  £»»<»  ;n  «k«  «*• 

LeidsUpt  words,  but  that  we  are  bound  to         The  nejrt  personage  who  figures  m  the  tra- 

lUlow  mm  exactly.  gedies  of  this  ancient  theatre  is  Semiramis  i 
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for  we  have  no  particulars  of  Ninus,  but  that  thousand  breadies  were  made  for  nun  to  enter, 

he  made  immense  and  rapid  conquests,  which  and  give  the  last  hand  to  this  scene  of  miseiy 

doubtless  were  not  compassed  without  the  usual  and  destruction.    His  icingdom  was  rent  and 

cama<re.    We   see  an   army  of  above  three  divided ;  which  served  to  employ  the  more  dis- 

millions  employed  by  this  martial  queen  in  a  tinct  parts  to  tear  each  other  to  pieces,  and 

war  against  the  Indians.    We  see  the  Indians  bury  the  whole  in  blood  and  slaogfater.    The 

arming  a  yet  greater ;  and  we  behold  a  war  kings  of  S}Tia  and  of  Egypt,  the  kings  of 

cocitinued  with  much  fury,  and  with  various  Pergamus  and  Macedon,  without  intermissioo 

success.      This  ends    in  the    retreat  of  the  worried  each  other  for  above   two    hundred 

queen,  with  scarce  a  third  of  the  troops  em-  years ;  until  at  last  a  strong  power  arising  io 

ployed  in  the  expedition  ;  an  expedition,  which  the  west,  rushed  in  upon  them  and  silenced 

at  this  rate  must  have  cost  two  millions  of  their  tumults,  by  involving  all  the  contending 

souls  on  her  part ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  parties  in  the  same  destruction.    It  is  little  to 

judge  that  the  country  which  was  the  seat  of  say,  that  the  contentions  between  the  succes- 

war  must  have  been  an  equal  sufierer.    But  I  sors  of  Alexander  depopulated  that  part  of  the 

am  content  to  detract  from  thb,  and  to  suppose  world  of  at  least  two  millions. 

that  the  Indians  lost  only  half  so  much,  and  The  struggle  between  the  Macedonians  and 

then  the  account   stands  thus :   In  this  war  Greeks,  and  before  that,  the  disputes  of  the 

alone,  (for  Semiramis  had  other  wars,)  in  this  Greek  commonwealths  among  themselves,  fw 

single  reign,  and  in  this  one  spot  of  the  globe,  an  unprofitable  superiority,   form  one  of  the 

did  three  millions  of  souls  expire,  with  sJl  the  bloodiest  scenes  in  history.    One  is  astonished 

horrid  and  shocking  circumstances  which  at-  how  such  a  small  spot  could  furnish  men  suffi- 

tend  aQ  wars,  and  in  a  quarrel,  in  which  none  cient  to  sacrifice  to  the  pitiful  ambiticm  of  pos- 

of  the  sufferers  could  have  the  least  rational  sessing  five  or  six  thousand  more  acres,  or  two 

c<xicem.  or  three  more  villages :  yet  to  see  the  acrimcxiy 

The  Babylonian,  Assyrian,  Median,  and  and  bitterness  with  which  this  was  disputed 

Persian  monarchies  must  have  poured  out  seas  between  the  Athenians  and  Lacedemonians ; 

of  blood  in  their  formation,  and  in  their  de-  what  armies  cut  olf;  what  fleets  sunk  and 

Btruction.     The  armies  and  fleets  of  Xerxes,  burnt ;  what  a  number  of  cities  sacked,  and 

their  numbers,  the  glorious  stand  made  against  their   inhabitants  slaughtered,  and  captived; 

them,  and  the  unfortunate  event  of  all  his  one  would  be  induced  to  believe  the  decision  of 

mighty  preparations,  are  known  to  every  body,  the  fate  of  mankind  at  least,  depended  upon  it! 

In  this  expedition,  draining  half  Asia  of  its  But  these  disputes  ended  as  all  such  ever  have 

inhabitants,  he  led  an  army  of  about  two  mil-  done,  and  ever  will  do ;  in  a  real  weakness  of 

lions  to  be  slaughtered,  and  wasted,  by  a  thou-  all  parties ;  a  momentary  shadow,  and  dream 

sand  fatal  accidents,  in  the  same  place  ^vhere  of  power  in  some  one  ;  and  the  subjecticm  of 

his  predecessors  had  before  by  a  similar  mad-  all  to  the  yoke  of  a  stranger,  who  loiows  how 

ness  consumed  the  flower  of  so  many  kingdoms,  to  profit  of  their  divisions.     This  at  least  was 

and  wasted  the  force  of  so  extensive  an  empire,  the  case  of  the  Greeks ;  and  sure,  from  the 

It  is  a  cheap  calculation  to  say,  that  the  Per-  earliest  accounts  of  them,  to  their  absorption 

sian  empire  in  its  wars,  against  the  Greeks  into  the  Roman  empire,  we  cannot  judge  that 

and  Scythians,  threw  away  at  least  four  mil-  their  intestine  divisions,  and  their  foreign  wars 

lions  of  its  subjects,  to  say  nothing  of  its  other  consumed  less  than  three  millions  of  their  in« 

wars,  and  the  losses  sustained  in  Uiem.  These  habitants. 

were  their  losses  abroad ;  but  the  war  was  What  an  Aceldama,  what  a  field  of  blood 
brought  home  to  them,  first  by  Agesilaus,  and  Sicily  has  been  in  ancient  times,  whilst  the 
afterwards,  by  Alexander.  I  have  not,  in  this  mode  of  its  government  was  controverted  be- 
retreat,  the  books  necessary  to  make  very  exact  tween  the  republican  and  tyrannical  parties, 
calculations ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  give  more  and  the  possession  struggled  for  by  the  natives, 
than  hints  to  one  of  your  Lordship's  erudition,  the  Greeks,  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  Ro- 
You  will  recollect  his  uninterrupted  series  of  mans,  your  Lordship  will  easily  recollect.  Yoa 
success.  You  will  run  over  his  battles.  You  will  remember  the  total  destruction  of  sudi 
will  call  to  mind  the  carnage  which  was  made,  bodies  as  an  army  of  300,000  men.  You  will 
You  will  give  a  glance  at  the  whole,  and  you  find  every  page  of  its  history  dyed  in  blood, 
will  agree  with  me ;  that  to  form  this  hero  no  and  blotted  and  confounded  by  tumults,  rebel- 
less  than  twelve  hundred  thousand  lives  must  lions,  massacres,  assassinations,  proscriptions, 
have  been  sacrificed;  but  no  sooner  had  he  and  a  series  of  horrour  beyond  the  hiisUHriei 
^M  himself  a  sacrifice  to  his  vices,  than  a  perhaps  of  any  other  nation  in  the  worid; 
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UknI^  the  histories  of  all  nations  are  made  up  same  fate.  The  merciless  genius  of  Sylla 
of  similar  matter.  I  once  more  excuse  myself  had  its  full  scope ;  and  the  streets  of  Athens 
in  point  of  exactness  for  want  of  bodes.  But  were  not  the  only  ones  which  ran  with  blood. 
I  shall  estimate  the  daughters  in  this  island  At  this  period,  the  sword,  glutted  with  foreign 
but  at  two  millions ;  which  your  Lordship  will  slaughter,  turned  its  edge  upon  the  bowels  of 
find  much  short  of  the  reality.  the  Roman  republic  itself;  and  presented  a 
Let  us  pass  by  the  wars  and  the  conse-  scene  of  cruelties  and  treasons  enough  almost 
quences  of  Uiem,  which  wasted  Grecia-Magna,  to  obliterate  the  memory  of  all  the  external  de- 
befbre  the  Rcnnan  power  prevailed  in  that  vastations.  I  intended,  my  Lord,  to  have  pro- 
part  of  Italy.  They  are  perhaps  exaggerated;  coeded  in  a  sort  of  method  in  estimating  the 
therefore  I  shall  only  rate  them  at  one  million,  numbers  of  mankind  cut  off*  in  these  wars 
Let  us  hasten  to  open  that  great  scene  which  which  we  have  on  record.  But  I  am  obliged 
establishes  the  Roman  empire,  and  forms  the  to  alter  my  design.  Such  a  tragical  unifor- 
grand  catastrophe  of  the  ancient  drama.  This  mity  of  havoc  and  murder  would  disgust  your 
empire,  whilst  in  its  infancy,  began  by  an  efiu-  Lordship  as  much  as  it  would  me ;  and  I  c(h>- 
sion  of  human  blood  scarcely  credible.  The  fess  I  already  feel  my  eyes  ache  by  keeping 
neighbouring  litde  states  teemed  for  new  de-  them  so  long  intent  on  so  bloody  a  prospect.  I 
struction :  the  Sabines,  the  Samnites,  the  shall  observe  little  on  the  Servile,  the  Social, 
JEqui,  the  Volsci,  the  Hetrurians,  were  l^roken  the  Gallic  and  Spanish  wars ;  nor  upon  those 
by  a  series  of  slaughters  which  had  no  inter-  with  Jugurtha,  nor  Antiochus,  nor  many  others 
rupti<xi,  for  some  hundreds  of  years ;  slaugh-  equally  important,  and  carried  on  with  equal 
ters  which  upon  all  sides  consumed  more  than  fury.  The  butcheries  of  Julius  Coesar  alone, 
two  millions  of  the  wretched  people.  The  are  calculated  by  somebody  else ;  the  numbers 
Gauls  rushing  into  Italy  about  this  time,  added  he  has  been  a  means  of  destroying  have  been 
the  total  destruction  of  their  own  armies  to  reckoned  at  1,200,000.  But  to  give  your 
those  of  the  ancient  inhabitants.  In  short,  it  Lordship  an  idea  that  may  serve  as  a  standard, 
were  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  more  horrid  by  which  to  measure,  in  some  degree,  the 
and  bloody  picture,  if  that  the  Punic  wars  others ;  you  will  turn  your  eyes  on  Judea ;  a 
that  ensued  soon  iifler  did  not  present  one,  that  very  inconsiderable  spot  of  the  earth  in  itself, 
far  exceeds  it.  Here  we  find  that  climax  of  though  ennobled  by  the  singular  events  which 
devastation  and  ruin,  which  seemed  to  shake  had  their  rise  in  that  country. 
the  whole  earth.  The  extent  of  this  war  This  spot  happened,  it  matters  not  h^re  by 
which  vexed  so  many  nations,  and  both  ele-  what  means,  to  become  at  several  times  ex- 
roents,  and  the  havoc  of  the  human  species  tremely  populous,  and  to  supply  men  for  slaugh- 
caused  in  both,  really  astonishes  beyond  ex-  ters  scarcely  credible,  if  other  well-known  and 
pression,  when  it  is  nakedly  considered,  and  well-attested  ones  had  not  given  them  a  colour, 
those  matters  which  are  apt  to  divert  our  atten-  The  first  settling  of  the  Jews  here,  was  att^id- 
tion  from  it,  the  characters,  actions,  and  de-  ed  by  an  almost  entire  extirpation  of  all  the 
signs  of  the  persons  concerned,  are  not  taken  former  inhabitants.  Their  own  civil  wars, 
into  the  account.  These  wars,  I  mean  those  and  those  with  their  pet^  neighbours,  con- 
called  the  Punic  wars,  could  not  have  stood  sumed  vast  multitudes  almost  every  year  for 
the  human  race  in  less  than  three  millions  of  several  centuries ;  and  the  irrupti<»is  of  the 
the  species.  And  yet  this  forms  but  a  part  kings  of  Babylon  and  Assyria  made  immense 
only,  and  a  very  small  part,  of  the  havoc  cans-  ravages.  Yet  we  have  their  history  but  par- 
ed by  the  Roman  amJsition.  The  war  with  tially,  in  an  indistinct  confused  manner ;  so 
Mitbridates  was  very  little  less  bloody;  that  that  I  shall  only  throw  the  strong  point  of  light 
prince  cut  off  at  one  stroke  150,000  Romans  upon  that  part  which  coincides  with  Roman 
by  a  massacre.  In  that  war  Sylla  destroyed  history,  and  of  that  part  only  on  the  point  of 
300,000  men  at  Cheronea.  He  defeated  Mith-  time  when  they  received  the  great  and  filial 
ridates'  army  under  Dorilaus,  and  slew  300,000.  stroke  which  made  them  no  more  a  nation;  a 
This  great  and  unfortunate  prince  lost  another  stroke  which  is  allowed  to  have  cut  ofif  litde 
300,000  bef(Nre  Gyzicum.  In  the  course  of  the  loss  than  two  millions  of  that  people.  I  say 
war  he  had  innumerable  other  losses ;  and  hav-  nothing  of  the  loppings  made  from  that  stock 
ing  many  intervals  of  success,  he  revenged  whilst  it  stood  ;  nor  from  the  suckers  that  grew 
than  severely.  He  was  at  last  totally  over-  out  of  the  old  root  ever  since.  But  if  in  this 
tlvown ;  and  he  crushed  to  pieces  the  king  of  inconsiderable  part  of  the  globe,  such  a  car- 
AmMma  his  alfy  by  the  greatness  of  his  ruin,  nage  has  been  made  in  two  or  three  sh<M^ 
AH  iHio  had  ooonexioiis  with  him  qbared  the  reigns,  and  that  this  great  carnage,  great  as  ii. 
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M,  makes  but  a  minute  part  of  what  the  histo-  on  those  torrenti  of  lilent  and  ing^orioas  blood 
ries  of  that  people  inform  us  they  suffered ;  which  have  glutted  the  thirsty  aands  of  Afrie, 
what  shall  we  judge  of  countries  more  extend-  or  discoloured  the  polar  mow,  or  fed  the  savage 
ed,  and  which  have  waged  wars  by  far  more  forests  of  America  for  so  many  ages  of  con- 
considerable  ?  tinual  war.  Shall  I,  to  justify  my  cakidationi 
Instances  of  this  sort  compose  the  uniform  from  the  charge  of  extravagance,  add  to  die 
of  history.  But  there  have  been  periods  when  account  those  skirmishes  which  happen  in  ill 
no  less  than  universal  destruction  to  the  race  wars,  without  being  singly  of  sufficient  dignity 
of  mankind  seems  to  have  been  threatened,  in  mischief,  to  merit  a  place  in  history,  favk 
Such  was  that,  when  the  Groths,  the  Vandals,  which  by  their  frequency  compensate  for  this 
and  the  Huns  poured  into  Gaul,  Italy,  Spain,  comparative  innocence;  shall  I  inflame  the 
Greece,  and  Africa,  carrying  destruction  be-  account  by  those  general  massacres  ^diidi have 
fore  them  as  they  advanced,  and  leaving  horrid  devoured  whde  cities  and  nations ;  diosa 
desarts  every  way  behind  them.  Vcutum  wasting  pestilences,  those  consuming  femines, 
ubiqiu  silentiuin,  uereti  eoUes ;  Jumantia  procul  and  all  those  furies  that  follow  in  the  train  of 
fecto,  nemo  exptoratarUnu  obvnUy  is  what  Ta-  war?  I  have  no  need  to  exaggerate;  and  I 
oituf  callsyooes  victoruB.  It  is  alwa3rs  so ;  but  have  purposely  avoided  a  parade  o€  elotpienoe 
vras  here  emphatically  so.  From  the  north  (m  this  occasicm.  I  should  despise  it  upon  any 
proceeded  the  swarms  of  Groths,  Vandals,  occasion ;  else  in  menti<Hiing  these  slaughtns, 
Huns,  Ostrogoths,  who  ran  towards  the  south  it  is  obvious  how  much  the  whole  might  be 
into  Africa  itself,  which  suffered  as  all  to  the  heightened,  by  an  affTccting  descripticm  of  1h» 
north  had  done.  About  this  time,  another  tor-  horrours  that  attend  the  wasting  of  kingdoooB, 
rent  of  barbarians,  animated  by  the  same  fury,  and  sacking  of  cities.  But  I  do  not  write  to 
and  encouraged  by  the  same  success,  poured  the  vulgar,  nor  to  that  which  only  governs  die 
out  of  the  south,  and  ravaged  all  to  the  north-  vulgar,  their  passicms.  I  go  upon  a  naked  and 
east  and  west,  to  the  remotest  parts  of  Persia  moderate  calculation,  just  enough,  without  a 
on  one  hand,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Loire  or  pedantical  exactness,  to  give  your  Lordship 
further  on  the  other ;  destroying  all  the  proud  some  feeling  of  the  effects  of  political  society, 
and  curious  monuments  of  human  art,  that  not  I  charge  the  whole  of  these  effects  on  politiod 
even  the  memory  might  seem  to  survive  of  society.  I  avow  the  charge,  and  I  shall  pr^ 
the  former  inhabitants.  What  has  been  done  sently  make  it  good  to  your  L(»dship*8  satis- 
since,  and  what  will  continue  to  be  done  while  faction.  The  numbers  I  particularized  are 
the  same  inducements  to  war  continue,  I  shall  about  thirty-six  millions.  Besides  those  killed 
not  dwell  upon.  I  shall  only  in  oae  word  men-  in  battles  I  have  said  something,  not  half  what 
tioQ  the  horrid  effects  oi  bigotry  and  avarice,  the  matter  would  have  justified,  but  something 
in  the  conquest  of  Spanish  America ;  a  con-  I  have  said,  concerning  the  consequences  of 
quest  on  a  low  estimaticm  efl[ected  by  the  mur-  war  even  more  dreadful  than  that  monstrous 
der  of  ten  millions  of  the  species.  I  shall  carnage  itself  which  shodcs  our  humanity,  and 
draw  to  a  conclusion  of  this  part,  by  making  a  almost  staggers  our  belief.  So  that  allowing  mo 
general  calculation  of  the  whole.  I  think  I  in  my  exuberance  one  way,  (or  my  defkneocy 
have  actually  mentioned  above  thirty-six  mil-  in  the  other,  you  will  find  me  not  unreasonaUe. 
lions.  I  have  not  particularized  any  more.  I  I  think  the  numbers  of  men  now  upon  earth  are 
don*t  inretend  to  exactness ;  therefore,  for  the  computed  at  five  hundred  millions  at  the  most 
sake  of  a  general  view,  I  shall  lay  together  all  Here  the  slaughter  of  mankind,  on  vrhtX  yoa 
those  actually  slain  in  battles,  or  who  have  will  call  a  small  calculation,  amounts  to  up- 
perished  in  a  no  less  miserable  manner  by  the  wards  of  seven^  times  the  number  of  soids 
other  destructive  consequences  of  war  from  this  day  on  the  globe :  a  point  which  may  fur- 
the  beginning  o£  the  vrodd  to  this  day,  in  the  nish  matter  of  reflection  to  one  less  inclined  to 
four  parts  of  it,  at  a  thousand  times  as  much ;  draw  consequences  than  your  Lordship, 
no  exaggerated  calculation,  allowing  for  time  I  now  come  to  shew  that  political  socie^  is 
and  extent.  We  have  not  perhaps  spdce  of  justly  diargeable  with  much  the  greatest  part 
the  five-hundredth  part ;  I  am  sure  I  have  not  of  this  destruction  of  the  species.  To  give 
of  what  is  actually  ascertained  in  history ;  but  the  fairest  play  to  every  side  of  the  question,  I 
how  much  of  these  butcheries  are  only  express-  will  own  that  there  is  a  haughtiness,  and  fierce- 
ed  in  generals,  what  part  o£  time  history  has  ness  in  human  nature,  which  will  cause  imiu- 
never  reached,  and  what  vast  spaces  c^  the  merable  Inroils,  place  men  in  what  situation 
habitable  globe  it  has  not  embraced,  I  need  not  you  please ;  but  owning  this,  I  still  insist  in 
mantion  to  your  Lordship.    I  need  not  enlarge  diarging  it  to  political  reguhtkns,  tint  ihoab 
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brcnls  are  so  &equent|  so  cruel,  and  attended  own,  to  the  wont  and  bladcest  purposes ;  and 

with  cxmsequences  so  deplorable.    In  a  state  what  is  at  once  lamentable,  wad  ridiculouS| 

of  nature,  it  had  been  impossible  to  find  a  these  wretches  engage  under  those  banners 

number  of  men,  sufficient  for  such  slaughters,  with  a  fury  greater  than  if  they  were  animated 

agreed  in  the  same  bloody  purpose ;  or  allow-  by  revenge  for  their  own  proper  wrongs. 

ing  that  they  might  have  come  to  such  an  It  is  no  less  worth  observing,  that  this  arti- 

agreement,  (an  impossible  supposition,)  yet  the  '  ficial  division  of  mankind,  into  separate  socie- 

means  that  simple  nature  has  supplied  them  ties,  is  a  perpetual  source  in  itself  of  hatred 

with,  are  by  no  means  adequate  to  such  an  and  dissension  among  them.     The  names 

end;  many  scratches,  many  bruises  undoubt-  which  distinguish  them  are  enough  to  blow  up 

ediy  would  be  received  upon  all  hands ;  but  hatred,  and  rage.    Examine  history ;  consult 

onty  a  few,  a  very  few  deaths.    Society,  and  present  experience ;  and  you  will  find,  that  far 

peptics,  which  have  given  us  these  destructive  the  greater  part  of  the  quarrels  between  several 

views,  have  given  us  also  the  means  of  satis-  nations,  had  scarce  any  other  occasion,  than, 

fying  tfiem.    From  the  earliest  dawnings  of  that  these  nations  were  different  combinations 

polity  to  this  day,  the  inventions  of  men  have  d  people,  and  called  by  different  names ;  to 

been  diarpening  and  improving  the  mystery  of  an  Englishman,  the  name  of  a  Frenchman,  a 

morder,  fnmi  the  first  rude  essa3rs  of  dubs  and  Spaniard,  an  Italian,  much  more  a  Tui^,  or  a 

stones,"  to  the  present  perfection  of  gunnery,  Tartar,  raises  of  course  ideas  of  hatred,  and 

caanotieering,  bombanting,  mining,    and  all  contempt.  If  you  would  inspire  this  compatriot 

these  species  of  artificial,  learned,  and  refined  of  ours  vnth  pity  or  regard,  fi)r  one  of  these ; 

cmehy,  in  which  we  are  now  so  expert,  and  would  you  not  hide  that  distinction  ?    Toa 

which  make  a  principal  part  of  what  politi-  would  not  pray  him  to  compassionate  the  poor 

cians  have  tan^t  us  to  believe  is  our  principal  Frenchman,  or  the  unhi4>py  German.    Far 

gkxy.  fit>m  it ;  you  would  speak  of  him  as  tifareigner, 

How  &r  mere  nature  would  have  carried  us,  an  accident  to  which  all  are  liable.  You  would 

we  may  judge  by  the  example  of  those  ani-  represent  him  as  a  man,  one  partaking  with  us 

mals,  who  still  fdlow  her  laws,  and  even  <^  of  the  same  common  nature,  and  subject  to  the 

those  to  vdiom  die  has  given  dispositions  more  same  law.     There  is  something  so  averse 

fierce,  and  arms  more  terrible  than  ever  she  firom  our  nature  in  these  artificial  political  dis- 

iatended  we  should  use.    It  is  an  inccMitestible  tinctions,  that  we  need  no  other  trumpet  to 

troth,  that  d^ere  is  more  havoc  made  in  <m&  kindle  us  to  war,  and  destructi<Ni.    But  there 

year  by  men,  of  men,  than  has  been  made  by  is  something  so  benign  and  healing  in  the  gene- 

aU  die  liooB,  tf gers,  panthers,  ounces,  leopards,  ral  voice  of  humanity,  that  maugre  all  our  r»> 

hyenas,  ihinooeroses,  elephants,  bears,   and  gulations  to  prevent  it,  the  simple  name  of  man 

wolves,  upaa  their  several  species,  since  the  applied  properiy,  never  fiuls  to  work  a  salutary 

beginning  of  the  world ;  diough  these  agree  ill  effect. 

enough  with  each  other,  and  have  a  much  This  natural  unpremeditated  efifect  of  policy 

greater  proportion  of  rage  and  fury  in  their  on  the  unpossessed  passi<nis  of  mankind,  ap- 

eoofwrition  than  we  have.    But  with  respect  pears  on  other  occasions.    The  very  name  of 

to  you,  ye  legislators,  ye  civilizers  of  man-  a  politician,  a  statesman,  is  sure  to  cause  ter- 

kiad !  ye  Oipheuses,  Moseses,  Minoses,  So-  rour  and  hatred ;  it  has  always  connected  with 

Umm,  Theseoses,  Lycm^oses,  Numas!   with  it  the  ideas  of  treachery,  cruel^,  fi^ud  and 

respect  to  yon  be  it  spok«i,  your  regulations  tyranny ;  and  those  writers  who  have  faithfully 

have  done  more  misdiief  in  cold  blood,  than  unveiled  the  mysteries  of  state-fireemasoniy, 

an  die  rage  of  die  fiercest  animals  in  their  have  ever  been  held  in  general  detestation,  for 

greatest  terrours,  or  (ones,  has  ever  done,  or  even  knowing  so  perfectly  a  theory  gt>  detesta- 

ever  could  do!  ble.    The  case  of  Machiavel  seems  at  fiorst 

These  evib  are  not  accidental.    Whoever  sight  something  hard  in  that  respect.    He  is 

wiD  take  the  pains  to  ocHisider  the  nature  of  obliged  to  bear  the  iniquities  of  those  whose 

society,  will  find  they  result  directly  from  its  maxims  and  rules  of  government  he  published. 

oonstitotkn.     For  as  wbordmation,  or,   in  His  speculation  is  m(»re  abhorred  than  their 

odier  words,  die  reciprocation  of  tyranny,  and  practice. 

riavery,  is  reqaisito  to  si^port  these  societies.  But  if  there  were  no  other  arguments  against 
the  intovst,  the  amtntira,  the  malice,  or  the  artificial  society  than  this  I  am  going  to  men- 
revenge,  nay  even  the  whim  and  caprice  of  one  tion,  methinks  it  ou^t  to  fall  by  this  one  only. 
Rilii^  man  among  them,  is  enough  to  ana  all  AU  writers  on  the  science  of  policy  are  agreed, 
d»  rest,  widMot  any  private  views  of  their  and  they  agree  with  experience,  that  fSl  ^ 

yoL.L-4 
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▼erunents  must  frequently  infringo  the  rules  of  moved  merely  by  the  will  of  the  Supreme,  an^ 

justice  to  support  themselves ;  that  truth  must  all  that  are  subjected  to  them,  directed  in  the 

give  way  to  dissimulation ;  honesty  to  con-  same  manner,  merely  by  the  occasional  wiU  of 

▼enience ;  and  humanity  itself  to  the  reigning  the  magistrate.    This  form,  as  it  is  the  most 

interest.    The  whole  of  this  mystery  of  ini-  simple,  so  it  is  infinitely  the  most  general, 

quity  is  called  the  reason  of  state.    It  is  a  Scairce  any  part  of  the  world  is  exonpted  from 

reason  wluch  I  own  I  cannot  penetrate.  What  its  power.     And  in  those  few  places  where 

sort  of  a  protection  b  this  of  the  general  right,  men  ei^oy  what  they  call  liber^,  it  is  cootinu-- 

that  is  maintained  by  infringing  the  rights  of  ally  in  a  tottering  situati(»i,  and  makes  greater 

particulars?     What  sort  of  justice  is  this,  and  greater  strides  to  that  gul{^  o£  despotism 

which  is  enibrccd  by  breaches  ef  its  own  laws?  w^ich  at  last  swallows  up  every  species  of 

Those  paradoxes  I  leave  to  be  solved  by  the  government.    The  manner  <^  ruling  being  di> 

able  heads  of  legislators  and  politicians.    Ffxr  rected  merely  by  the  will  of  the  wosJcest,  and 

my  part,  I  say  what  a  plain  man  would  say  oa  generally  the  worst  man  in  the  society,  become* 

such  an  occasion.    I  can  never  believe,  that  the  most  foolish  and  capricious  thing,  at  th» 

any  institution  agreeable  to  nature,  and  proper  same  time  that  it  is  the  most  terrible  and  de- 

for  mankind,  could  find  it  necessary,  or  even  structive,  that  weU  can  be  conceived.    In  a 

expedient  in  any  case  whatsoever,  to  do,  what  despotism  the  principal  person  finds,  that  lei 

the  best  and  worthiest  instincts  of  mankind  the  want,  misery,  and  indigence  of  his  aubject* 

warn  us  to  avoid.    But  no  wcmder,  that  what  be  what  they  will,  he  can  yet  possess  aban> 

is  set  up  in  opposition  to  the  state  of  nature,  dantly  of  eveiy  thing  to  gratify  bis  most  insa- 

should  preserve  itself  by  trampling  upon  the  tiabk}  wishes.    He  does  more.    He  finds  thai 

law  of  nature.  these  gratifk:ati(»s  increase  in  proportion  to- 

To  prove  that  these  sorts  of  policed  socle-  the  wretcliedness  and  slaveiy  of  bis  subjects, 
ties  are  a  violation  offered  to  nature,  and  a  Thus  encouraged,  both  by  passion  and  inte-^ 
constraint  upon  the  human  mind,  it  needs  only  rest,  to  trample  on  the  public  weUare,and  by  his 
to  look  upon  the  sanguinary  measures,  and  station  placed  above  both  shame  and  fear,  h» 
instrumenta  q£  violence  which  are  every  where  proceeds  to  the  most  horrid  and  shocking  out- 
used  to  support  them.  Let  us  take  a  review  rages  upon  mankind.  Their  persons  become' 
of  the  dungeons,  whips,  chains,  raclcs,  gibbets,  victims  of  his  suspicions.  The  slig^itest  dis-* 
with  which  every  society  is  abundantly  stored,  pleasure  is  death ;  and  a  disagreeable  aspect 
by  which  hundreds  of  victims  are  annually  is  often  as  great  a  crime  as  high  treason.  In 
offered  up  to  suppOTt  a  dozen  or  two  in  pride  the  court  of  Nero,  a  person  of  leamiBg,  of 
and  madness,  and  millions  in  ac  abject  servi-  unquestioned  merit,  and  of  unsuspected  k>yahy^ 
tude  and  dependence.  There  wa<  a  time,  when  was  put  to  death  for  no  other  reason  tium  thai 
I  looked  with  a  reverential  awe  on  these  myste-  he  had  a  pedantic  countenance  which  displeased 
ries  of  policy ;  but  age,  experience,  and  phi-  the  emperor.  This  very  monster  of  mankind 
losophy,  have  rent  the  veU ;  and  I  view  this  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  his  reiga  to  be  a 
§ancium  sanctonimj  at  least,  without  any  enthu-  person  of  virtue.  Many  of  the  greatest  tyranta 
elastic  admiration.  I  acknowledge  indeed,  the  on  the  records  of  history  have  begun  their  reigna 
necMsity  of  such  a  proceeding  in  such  institu-  in  the  fairest  manner.  But  the  truth  is,  this 
tions ;  Imt  I  must  have  a  very  mean  opinion  unnatural  power  corrupts  both  the  heart  and 
of  institutions  where  9uch  proceedings  are  the  understanding.  And  to  prevent  the  least 
necessary.  hope  c^  amendment,  a  king  is  ever  sunrounded 

It  is  a  misfortune,  that  in  no  part  of  the  by  a  crowd  of  infamous  flatterers,  who  find 

gk>be  natural  liberty  and  natural  religion  are  their  account  in  keeping  him  from  the  least 

to  be  found  pure,  and  free  from  the  mixture  of  light  of  reason,  till  all  ideas  of  rectitude  and  jus- 

pditical  adulterations.  Yet  we  have  implanted  tice  are  utterly  erased  from  his  mind.    When 

m  us,  by  Providence,  ideas,  axioms,  rules,  of  Alexander  had  in  his  fury  inhumanly  butchered 

what  is  pious,  just,  fair,  honest,  which  no  po-  one  of  his  best  friends  and  bravest  captains;  on 

litical  craft,  nor  learned  sophistry,  can  entirely  the  return  of  reason  he  began  to  conceive  an 

expel  from  our  breasts.    By  these  we  judge,  borrour  suitable  to  the  guilt  of  such  a  mvrder. 

and  we  cannot  otherwise  judge  of  the  several  In  this  jimcture,  his  council  came  to  his  as- 
artificial  modes  of  religion  and  society,  and     sistance.    But  what  did  his  council?    They 

determine  of  them  as  they  approach  to,  or  found  huu  out  a  philosopher  who  gave  him 
lecede  fitMn  this  standard.  comfort.    And  in  what  manner  did  this  phi- 

The  simplest  form  of  government  is  detpo-     losophcr  comfort  him  fer  the  loss  of  soch  & 
*"  ~  wbeie  all  the  inferiour  orbs  of  power  are    man,  and  heal  his  oonscieoce,  fiagrant  with  thft 
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smart  of  such  a  crime  ?    You  have  the  matter  anarchy ;  indeed  it  is  so  abhorred  and  doteil 

at  length  in  Plutarch.  He  told  him;  ^^  that  let  a  ed,  by  all  who  live  under  ibrms  tliat  have  a 

tovereign  do  what  he  wiU^  all  his  actions  are  just  milder  appearance,  that  there  is  scarce  a  ra- 

and  lawfidy  because  ikof  are  his."    The  palaces  tional  man  in  Europe,  that  would  not  preler 

of  all  princes  abound  with  such  courtly  philoso-  death  to  Asiatic  despotism.    Here  then  we 

phers.   The  consequence  was  such  as  might  be  have  the  acknowledgment  of  a  great  philoso- 

ejq>ected.    He  grew  every  day  a  monster  mwe  pher,  that  an  irregular  state  of  nature  is  pr»- 

abandoned  to  unnatural  lust,  to  debauchery,  to  ferable  to  such  a  govenmient ;  we  have  the 

drunkenness,  and  to  murder.  And  yet  this  was  consent  of  all  sensible  and  generous  men,  who 

originally  a  great  man,  of  uncommon  capacity,  carry  it  yet  further,  and  avow  that  death  itself 

and  a  strong  propensity  to  virtue.     But  un-  is  preferable ;  and  yet  this  species  of  govern- 

bounded  power  proceeds  step  by  step,  until  it  ment,  so  justly  condemned,  and  so  generally 

has  eradicated  every  laudable  principle.  It  has  detested,  is  what  infinitely  the  greater  part  of 

been  remarked,  that  there  is  no  prince  so  bad,  mankind  groan  under,  and  have  groaned  under 

whose  favourites  and  ministers  are  not  worse,  fiom  the  beginning.    So  that  by  sure  and  un- 

There  is  hardly  any  prince  without  a  favourite,  contested  principles,  the  greatest  part  of  the 

by  whom  he  is  governed  in  as  arbitrary  a  man-  governments  on  earth  must  be  concluded  ty- 

ner  as  he  governs  the  wretches  subjected  to  rannies,  impostures,  violations  of  the  natural 

him.    Here  the  tyranny  is  doubled.     There  rights  of  mankind,  and  worse  than  the  most 

are  two  courts,  and  two  interests ;  both  very  disorderly  anarchies.    How  much  other  fbrmi 

different  from  the  interests  of  the  people.   The  exceed  this,  we  shall  consider  immediately, 
favourite  knows  that  Uie  regard  of  a  tyrant  is  as        In  all  parts  of  the  world,  mankind,  howeror 

inconstant  and  capricious  as  that  of  a  woman ;  debased,  retains  stiQ  the  s&oae  of  feeling  ;  the 

and  concluding  his  time  to  be  short,  he  makes  weight  of  tyranny,  at  last,  becomes  insupport" 

haste  to  fill  up  the  measure  c£  his  iniquity,  in  aUe ;  but  the  remedy  is  not  so  easy ;  in  general, 

rapine,  in  luxury,  and  in  revenge.   Every  av&>  the  only  remedy  by  which  they  attempt  to  cure 

nue  to  the  throne  is  shut  up.    He  oppresses,  the  t3rranny,  is  to  change  the  tyrant.    This  is, 

and  ruins  the  people,  whilst  he  persuades  the  and  always  was  the  case,  for  Uie  greater  part, 

prince,  that  those  murmurs,  raised  by  his  own  In  some  countries,  however,  were  found  men  of 

ofjpression  are  the  efiects  of  disaffection  to  the  more  penetration ;  who  discovered, "  that  to  Uve 

prince's  government.   Then  is  the  natural  vio-  by  one  nuxrCs  vxU^  was  the  cause  of  aU  men's 

lence  of  despotism  inflamed,  and  aggravated  by  misery."   They  therefore  changed  their  fimner 

hatred  and  revenge.    To  deserve  well  of  the  method,  and  assembling  the  men  in  their  se- 

state  is  a  crime  against  the  prince.    To  be  veral  societies,  the  most  respectable  for  their 

popular,  and  to  be  a  traitor,  are  considered  as  understanding  and  fi>rtunes,  they  confided  to 

•ynoaymous  tenns.  Even  virtue  is  dangerous,  them  the  charge  of  the  public  welfare.    This 

as  an  aspiring  quality,  that  claims  an  esteem  originally  formed  what  is  called  an  arigtocraiey. 

by  itself,  and  indepeiiuient  of  the  countenance  They  hoped,  it  would  be  impossible  that  sudi 

of  the  court.   What  has  been  said  of  the  chief,  a  number  could  ever  join  in  any  design  against 

is  true  of  the  inferiour  officers  of  this  species  the  general  good ;  and  they  promised  themselves 

cf  government ;  each  in  his  province  exercis-  a  great  deal  of  security  and  happiness,  frcmi 

iog  the  same  tjrranny,  and  grinding  the  people  the  united  counsels  of  so  many  idile  and  ex- 

by  an  <^)pressi(Mi,  the  more  severely  felt,  as  it  perienced  persons.    But  it  is  now  found,  by 

is  near  them,  and  exercised  by  base  and  subor-  abundant  experience,  that  an  aristoeraofj  and  a 

dinate  persons.    For  the  gross  of  the  people ;  despotism,  diifer  but  in  name ;  and  that  a  people, 

they  are  considered  as  a  mere  herd  of  cattle ;  who  are  in  general  excluded  from  any  share  of 

and  really  in  a  little  time  become  no  better;  the  legislative  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 

all  principle  of  honest  pride,  all  sense  of  the  as  much  slaves,  when  twenty,  independent  (^ 

dignity  of  their  nature,  is  lost  in  their  slavery,  them,  govern,  as  when  but  one  domineers. 

The  day,  says  Homer,  which  makes  man  a  The  tyranny  is  even  more  felt,  as  every  indi- 

slave,  tidces  away  half  his  worth ;  and  in  fact,  vidual  of  the  nobles  has  the  haughtiness  of  a 

he  loses  every  impulse  to  action,  but  that  low  sultan ;  the  people  are  more  miserable,  as  they 

and  base  one  <^  fearii— In  this  khid  of  govern-  seem  on  the  verge  of  liberty,  from  which  they 

ment,  human  nature  is  not  only  abused,  and  are  for  ever  debaj'red ;  this  fallacious  idea  of 

insulted,  but  it  is  actually  degraded  and  sunk  liber^,  whilst  it  presents  a  vain  shadow  of  hap- 

into  a  ^>ecies  of  brutality.   The  consideration  piness  to  the  subject,  binds  faster  the  chains  of 

of  this  made  Mr.  Locke  say,  with  great  justice,  his  subjection.    What  is  lefl  undone,  by  the 

that  a  government  of  this  kind'was  worse  tlian  natural  avarice  and  pride  of  those  who  are 
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raised  Above  the  others,  is  coti4)lcted  by  tlicir  met  with  no  where  elsew    Hi^,  low,  met, 
■UBpicioofli  and  their  dread  of  losing  an  autlio-  women,  clergy,  and  laity,  are  all  alike.    The 
rity,  which  has  no  support  in  the  common  utility  ruling  nobility  are  no  less  afraid  o€  one  another, 
of  the  nation.    A  Genoese,  or  a  Venetian  re-  than  they  are  of  the  people ;  and  fi^r  that  reaaoo, 
public,  is  a  concealed  detpotism ;  where  you  find  politically  enervate  their  own  body  by  the  sanw 
the  same  pride  of  the  rulers,  the  same  base  effeminate  luxury,  by  which  they  corrupt  their 
subjection  of  the  people,  the  same  bloody  max-  subjects.      They  are  impoverished  by  every 
ims  of  a  suspicious  policy.   In  one  respect,  the  means  which  can  be  invented ;  and  they  ara 
ariitoenu^  is  worse  than  the  detpotiam,  A  body  kept  in  a  perpetual  terrour  by  the  horrours  oTa 
politic,  whilst  it  retains  its  authority,  never  state-inquisition.    Here  yoa  see  a  people  de- 
changes  its  maxims ;  a  de»p<rii»m,  whidi  is  this  prived  <£  all  rational  freedom,  and  tyrannized 
day  horrible  to  a  supreme  degree,  by  the  caprice  over  by  about  two  thousand  men ;  anid  yet  this 
natural  to  the  heart  of  man,  may,  by  the  same  body  of  two  thousand,  are  so  far  from  enjoying 
caprice  otherwise  exerted,  be  as  lovely  the  next;  any  liberty  by  the  subjection  of  the  rest,  that 
in  a  succession,  it  is  possible  to  meet  with  some  they  are  in  an  infinitely  severer  state  of  slaveiy ; 
good  princes.    If  there  have  been  Tibcriuses,  they  make  themselves   the  most  degenerate 
Caligulas,  Neros,  there  have  been  likewise  the  and  unhappy  of  mankind,  for  no  other  purpose 
sereoerdays  of  Vespasians,  Tituses,  Trajans,  than  that  they  may  the  more  eflectually  contri- 
and  Antooines ;  but  a  body  politic  is  not  influ-  bute  to  the  misery  of  a  whole  nation.   In  short, 
enced  by  caprice  or  whim ;  it  proceeds  in  a  the  regular  and  methodical  proceedings  of  an 
regular  manner ;  its  succession  is  insensible ;  ariatocraq/^  are  more  intolerable  than  the  v&y 
and  every  man  as  he  enters  it,  either  has,  excesses  of  a  despotiamf  and  in  general,  much 
or  soon  attains  the  spirit  of  the  whole  body,  further  firom  any  remedy. 
Never  was  it  known,  that  an  aristocracy j  which  Thus,  my  Lord,  we  have  pursued  aritloeraiy 
was  haughty  and  tyrannical  in  one  century,  through  its  whole  progress ;  we  have  seen  the 
became  easy  and  nuki  in  the  next.    In  effect,  seeds,  the  growth,  and  the  fruit.   It  could  boast 
the  yoke  of  this  species  of  government  is  so  none  of  the  advantages  of  a  dapotiamy  misera- 
galling,  that  whenever  the  people  have  got  the  ble  as  those  advantaiges  were,  and  it  was  over* 
least  power,  they  have  shaken  it  off  with  the  loaded  with  an  exuberance  of  mischief,  un- 
utmost  indignation,  and  established  a  popular  known  even  to  deapodsm  itself.    In  effect,  it 
form.    And  when  they  have  not  had  strength  is  no  more  than  a  disorderly  tyranny.    This 
enough  to  support  themselves,  they  have  thrown  form  therefore  could  bo  little  approved,  even  in 
themselves  into  the  arms  of  cie^xilism,  as  the  speculation,  by  those  who  were  datable  of 
more  eligible  of  the  two  evils.    This  latter  was  thinking,  and  could  be  less  borne  in  practice  by 
the  case  of  Denmartc,  who  sought  a  refuge  from  any  who  were  capable  c(  feeling.    Howevw, 
the  oppression  of  its  iK>bility,  in  the  strong  hold  the  fruitful  policy  of  man  was  not  yet  exhausted, 
of  arbitrary  power.    Poland  has  at  present  the  He  had  yet  another  farthing-candle  to  supply 
name  of  republic,  and  it  is  one  of  the  artatocrof  the  deficiencies  of  the  sun.   This  was  the  thirJ 
tic  f(Nin ;  but  it  is  well  known,  that  the  little-  form,  knowji  by  political  writers  under  the  name 
finger  of  this  government,  is  heavier  than  the  of  demoeraa/.    Here  the  peq>le  transacted  all 
loins  ofarbitraiypowerin  most  nations.    The  puMic  business,  or  the  greater  part  irf"  it,  in 
pe(^le  are  not  ody  politically,  bat  personaHy  their  own  persons :  their  laws  were  made  by 
riaves,  and  treated  with  the  utmost  indignity,  themsehres,  and  upon  any  failure  of  duty,  their 
The  republic  of  Venice  is  somewhat  more  officers  were  accountable  to  themselves,  and  to 
moderate ;  yet  even  here,  so  heavy  is  the  aria-  them  only.    In  all  appearance,  they  had  se- 
tocrO&e  ycke,  that  the  nobles  have  been  obliged  cured  by  this  method  the  advantages  of  order 
to  enervate  the  spirit  of  their  subjects  by  every  and  good  government,  vdthout  paying  their 
sort  of  debauchery ;  they  have  denied  them  the  liber^  for  ^e  purchase.    Now,  my  Lord,  we 
liberty  of  reason,  and  they  have  made  them  are  come  to  the  master-piece  of  Grecian  rdin»- 
amends,  by  what  a  base  scMil  will  think  a  more  ment,  and  Roman  solidity,  a  pi^ular  govem- 
valuable  liberty,  by  not  oidy  allowing,  but  en-  ment.    The  earliest  and  most  celebrated  re- 
Gouraging  them  to  corrupt  themselves  in  the  pubKc  of  this  model,  was  that  of  Athens.    It 
most  scandalous  manner.  They  ocmsider  their  was  constructed  by  no  less  an  artist,  than  the 
subjects,  as  the  farmer  does  the  hog  he  keeps  to  celebrated  poet  and  philosopher,  Solon.    But 
foast  upon.    He  holds  him  fast  in  his  stye,  but  no  sooner  was  this  political  vessel  launched 
allows  him  to  wallow  as  much  as  he  pleases  in  from  the  stocks,  than  it  overset,  even  in  the 
his  beloved  filth  and  gluttony.   So  scandalously  life-time  of  the  builder.    A  tyranny  immedi- 
debauched  a  people  as  that  oi  Venice,  is  to  be  ately  supervened ;  not  by  a  foreign  oooqueet} 
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not  by  accident,  but  hj  die  very  nature  and  nuBo  termone  exeepHa,  fttrfttf  $ein>leniimn.  t»* 
constitiitioD  of  a  demaracy.  An  artful  man  mislus  est.**  Yet  in  that  worst  season  of  this 
Decame  popular,  the  people  had  power  in  their  worst  c£  monarchical'"  tyrannies,  modesty, 
hands,  and  they  dev^ved  a  considerable  share  discretion,  and  a  coolness  of  temper,  fbtmed 
of  their  power  upon  their  favourite ;  and  the  some  kind  of  security  even  for  the  highest 
only  use  he  made  of  this  power,  was  to  plunge  merit  But  at  Athens,  the  nicest  and  best 
those  who  gave  it  into  slavery.  Accident  studied  behaviour  was  not  a  sufficient  guard 
restored  their  libertjr,  and  the  same  good  for-  for  a  man  of  great  capacity.  Some  of  their 
tone  produced  men  of  uncomm<«^ilities  and  bravest  commanders  were  obliged  to  fly  their 
imcomnxMi  virtues  among  them.  But  these  country,  some  to  enter  into  the  service  of  its 
abilities  were  su&red  to  be  of  little  service  enemies,  rather  than  abide  a  popular  deter- 
either  to  their  possessors  or  to  the  state.  Some  mination  on  their  ctmduct,  lest,  as  one  of  them 
of  these  men,  for  vehose  sakes  alone  we  read  said,  their  giddiness  might  make  the  people 
their  histoiy,  they  banished ;  others  they  im-  condenm  where  they  meant  to  acquit ;  to  throw 
prisoned ;  and  all  they  treated  with  various  in  a  black  bean  even  when  they  intended  a 
circumstances  of  the  most  shameful  ingrati*  white  one. 

tude.  Republics  have  many  things  in  the  spirit  The  Athenians  made  a  veiy  rapid  progress 
of  absolute  mcmarchy,  iHit  none  more  than  this;  to  the  most  enormous  excesses.  The  people 
a  shining  merit  is  ever  hated  or  suspected  in  a  under  no  restraint  soon  grew  dissolute,  luxuri- 
popular  assonbly,  as  well  as  in  a  court;  and  ous,  and  idle.  They  renounced  all  labour,  and 
all  services  done  the  state,  are  looked  upon  as  began  to  subsist  themselves  from  the  public 
dangerous  to  die  rulers,  whether  sultans  or  revenues.  They  lost  all  coacem  for  their 
senators.  The  Oatrcuitm  at  Athens  was  built  common  honour  or  safety,  and  could  bear  no 
upon  this  principle.  The  giddy  people,  whom  advice  that  tended  to  reform  them.  At  this 
we  have  now  under  consideration,  being  elated  time  truth  became  offWisive  to  those  lords  the 
with  some  flashes  of  success,  which  they  owed  people,  and  most  highly  dangerous  to  the 
to  nothing  less  than  any  merit  of  their  own,  speaker.  The  orators  no  longer  ascended  the 
began  to  tyrannize  over  their  equals,  who  had  rostrum^  but  to  corrupt  them  further  with  the 
associated  with  them  fw  their  common  defence,  most  fulsome  adulation.  These  orators  were 
With  their  prudence  they  renounced  all  ap-  all  bribed  by  foreign  princes  cm  the  one  side  or 
pearance  of  justice.  They  entered  into  wars  the  other.  And  besides  its  own  parties,  in  this 
fashty  and  wantonfy.  If  they  were  unsuccess-  city  there  were  parties,  and  avowed  ones  too, 
fid,  instead  of  growing  wiser  by  their  misfbr-  for  the  Persians,  Spartans,  and  Macedonians, 
tone,  they  threw  the  whole  blame  of  their  own  supported  each  of  diem  by  one  or  more  dema- 
niiacoBduct  on  the  ministers  yi^o  had  advised,  gogues  pensioned^and  bribed  to  this  iniquitous 
and  the  geaerals  who  had  ccmducted  those  service.  The  people,  forgetful  of  all  virtue 
wars ;  m^  by  degrees  they  had  cut  ofi*  all  and  public  spirit,  and  intoxicated  with  the  flat- 
who  coidd  serve  them  in  their  councils  or  their  teries  of  their  orators  (these  courtiers  (^  repuh- 
batdes.  If  at  any  time  these  wars  had  an  lies,  and  widowed  with  the  distinguishing  cha- 
happy  iasae,  it  was  no  less  difficult  to  deal  with  racteristics  of  all  other  courtiers)  this  people,  I 
tiiem  on  aoeouat  of  their  pride  and  insolence,  say,  at  last  arrived  at  that  pitdi  of  madness, 
Forioas  in  their  adversi^,  tyrannical  in  their  that  they  coolly  and  deliberately,  by  an  express 
aDcceaaes,  a  commander  had  more  trouble  to  law,  made  it  capital  for  any  man  to  propose  an 
concert  his  defence  before  the  people,  than  to  application  of  the  immense  sums  squandered 
plan  the  operatioos  of  the  campaign.  It  was  in  public  shows,  even  to  the  most  necessary 
not  oncomman  for  a  general,  imder  the  horrid  purposes  of  the  state.  When  you  see  the 
de^pcAtm  of  the  Roman  emperors,  to  be  ill  people  of  this  republic  banishing  and  murder- 
received  in  proporticm  to  the  greatness  of  his  ing  their  best  and  ablest  citizens,  dissipating 
services.  Agricda  is  a  strong  instance  of  the  public  treasure  with  the  most  senseless 
diis.  No  man  had  done  greater  things,  nor  extravagance,  and  spending  their  whole  time, 
with  more  honest  ambition.  Yet  on  his  return  as  spectators  or  actors,  in  playing,  fiddling, 
to  oeurt,  he  was  obliged  to  enter  Rome  with  dancing  and  singing,  does  it  not,  my  Lord, 
al  the  secrecy  of  a  crimiimL  He  went  to  the  strike  your  imagination  widi  die  image  c^  a 
palaee,  not  like  a  victorious  commander  who  sort  of  complex  Nero?  And  does  it  not  strike 
had  merited  and  might  demand  the  greatest  you  with  the  greater  horrour,  when  you  observe, 

rewards,  bat  Uke  an  c^ender  who  had  come  to        *  «  .    ^      .. :«  jii:*:»„  «»:.o»s    «wum» 

^    1            _i      i»    u«       •—        TT*  ♦  Sciant  quibus  moiis  ilucita  mirari,  posse 

nppiicate  a  pardon  fiir  bis  crimes.    ±lis  re-  ^^^^  gy^,  malisprincij^us.magnos  viros,  fcc 

— '*      aanrerable :  **  Bnxi  oaeulo,  tt  gee  43  to  the  end  of  it. 
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not  one  man  only,  but  a  whole  city,  grown  A  republic,  as  an  ancient  {Moeopher  has  ob> 

drunk  with  pride  and  power,  running  with  a  senred,  is  no  one  species  of  government,  but  a 

rage  of  folly  into  the  same  mean  and  senseless  magazine  of  every  species ;  here  you  find  every 

debauchery  and  extravagance  ?     But  if  this  sort  <^  it,  and  that  in  the  worst  form.    As 

people  resembled  Nero  in  their  extravagance,  there  is  a  perpetual  change,  one  rising  and  the 

much  more  did  they  resemble  and  even  exceed  other  falling,  you  have  all  the  violence  and 

him  in  cruelty  and  injustice.    In  the  time  of  wicked,  policy,  by  which  a  beginning  power 

Pericles,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  times  in  must  always  acquire  its  strength,  and  all  the 

the  history  of  that  commonwealth,  a  King  of  weakness  by  which  falling  states  are  brought  to 

Egjrpt  sent  them  a  donation  of  com.    This  a  complete  destruction.     Rome  has  a  more 

they  were  mean  enough  to  accept.    And  had  venerable  aspect  than  Athens ;  and  she  con- 

the  Egyptian  prince  intended  the  ruin  of  this  ducted  her  affairs,  so  far  as  related  to  the  ruin 

city  of  wicked  bedlamites,  he  could  not  have  and  oppression  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 

taken  a  more  effectual  method  to  do  it,  than  by  world,  with  greater  wisdom  and  more  uniform, 

such  an  ensnaring  largess.    The  distribution  ity.    But  the  domestic  oeconomy  of  these  two 

of  this  bounty  caused  a  quarrel ;  the  majwi^  states  was  nearly  or  altogether  the  same.    An 

set  on  foot  an  enquiry  into  the  title  of  the  citi-  internal  dissension  constantly  t(Mre  to  pieces 

zens ;  and  upon  a  vain  pretence  of  illegitimacy,  the  bowels  of  the  Roman  commonwealth.  You 

newly  and  occasionally  set  up,  they  deprived  find  the  same  C(»fusion,  Jhe  same  factions, 

of  their  share  of  the  royal  donation  no  less  which  subsisted  at  Athens,  the  same  tumults, 

than  five  thousand  of  their  own  body.    They  the  same  revolutions,  and  in  fine,  the  same 

went  further ;  they  disfranchised  them ;  and  davery ;  if  perhaps  their  former  conditi<»i  did 

having  once  begun  with  an  act  of  injustice,  not  deserve  that  name  altogether  as  well.    All 

they  could  set  no  bounds  to  it.    Not  content  other  republics  were  of  the  same  character, 

with  cutting   them   off  firom  the    rights   o£  Florence  was  a  transcript  of  Athens.  And  the 

citizens,    they   plundered   these   unfortunate  modem  republics,  as  they  approach  more  or  less 

wretches  of  all  their  substance ;  and  to  crown  to  the  democratic  form,  partake  more  or  less  of 

this  master-piece  of  violence  and  tyranny,  they  the  nature  of  those  which  I  have  described, 

actually  sold  every  man  of  the  five  thousand  as  We  are  now  at  the  close  of  our  review  of 

slaves  in  the  public   market.     Observe,  my  the  three  simple  forms  of  artificial  society,  and 

Lead,  that  the  five  thousand  we  here  speaJc  of,  we  have  shewn  them,  however  they  may  differ 

were  cut  off  from  a  body  of  no  more  than  nine-  in  name,  or  in  some  slight  circumstances,  to 

teen  thousand ;  for  the  entire  number  of  citizens  be  all  alike  in  effect ;  in  effect,  to  be  all  tyran- 

was  no  greater  at  that  time.    Could  the  tyrant  nies.    But  suppose  we  were  inclined  to  make 

who  wished  the  Roman  people  but  one  neck ;  the  most  ample  concessions ;  let  us  concede 

could  the  tyrant  Caligula  himself  have  done,  Athens,  Rome,  Carthage,  and  two  or  three 

nay,  he  could  scarcely  wish  for,  a  greater  mis-  more  of  the  ancient,  and   as  many  of  the 

chief,  than  to  have  cut  off,  at  one  stroke,  a  modem  commonwealths,  to  have  been,  or  to  be, 

fiMirth  of  his  people?    Or  has  the  cmelty  of  firee  and  happy,  and  to  owe  their  fi^edom  and 

that  series  of  sanguine  tyrants,  the  Caesars,  happiness  to  their  political  constitution.    Yet 

ever  presented  such  a  piece  c^  flagrant  and  allowing  all  this,  what  defence  does  this  make 

extensive  wickedness  ?    The  whole  history  of  for  artificial  society  in  general,  that  these  in- 

this  celebrated  republic  is  but  (me  tissue  of  considerable  spots  of  the  globe  have  for  some 

rashness,  folly,  ingratitude,  injustice,  tumult,  short  space  of  time  stood  as  exceptions  to  a 

violence,  and  tyranny,  and  indeed  of  eveiy  charge  so  general  ?    But  when  we  call  these 

species  of  wickedness  that  can  well  be  imar  governments  free,  or  concede  that  their  citi- 

gined.      This  was  a  city  of  wise  men,  in  zens  were  happier  than  those  which  lived  un- 

which  a  minister  could  not  exercise  his  fhno-  der  different  forms,  it  is  merely  ex  abundanH. 

tions;  a  warlike  people,  among  whom  a  ge-  For  we  should  be  greatly  mistaken,  if  we  really 

neral  did  not  dare  either  to  gain  or  lose  a  bat-  thought  that  the  majority  of  the  people  whid^ 

tile ;  a  learned  nation  in  which  a  philosq>her  filled  these  cities,  enjoyed  even  that  nominal 

could  not  venture  on  a  free  enquiry.    This  was  political  freedom  of  which  I  have  spoken  so 

the  city  which  banished  Themistocles,  starved  much  already.    In  reality,  they  had  no  part  of 

Aristides,  forced  into  exile  Miltiades,  drove  it.    In  Athens  there  were  usually  from  ten  to 

out  Anaxagoras,  and  poisoned  Socrates.  This  thirty  thousand  freemen :  this  was  the  utmost, 

was  a  city  which  changed  the  form  of  its  go-  ,  But  the  slaves  usually  amounted  to  four  hmn 

▼emment  with  the  moon ;  eternal  conspiracies,  dred  thousand,  and  sometimes  to  a  great  many 

revoltttioDa  daily,  nothing  fixed  and  established  more.     The  fireemen  of  Sparta  and  Rome 
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wereHot  more  numeroos  In  proportion  to  those  upon  which  all  artificial  legiaktlvo  power  li 

wiioin  they  held  in  a  slavery,  even  more  terrible  founded.    It  was  observed,  that  men  had  un* 

than  die  Athenian.  '  Thereibre  state  the  mat-  governable  passions,  which  made  it  necessary 

let  fairly:  ihe  free  states  never  formed,  though  to  guard  against  the  violence  they  might  <^er 

fhey  were  taken  altogether,  the  thousandth  part  to  each  other.    They  appointed  govemours 

of  the  habitable  globe;  the  freemen  in  these  over  them  for  this  reason!  but  a  worse  and 

states  were  never  the  twentieth  part  of  the  more  perplexing  difficulty  arises,  how  to  be 

people,  and  die  time  they  subsisted  is  scarce  defended  against  the  govemours  ?    Quis  cu$» 

tiny  thhig  in  that  immense  ocean  of  duration  todiet  ipBoa  custodes?     In  vain  they  change 

in  which  time  and  slavery  are  so  nearly  com-  from  a  single  person  to  a  few.    These  few 

mensurate.    TTherefore  call  these  free  states,  have  the  passions  of  the  one,  and  they  unite  to 

or  popular  governments,  or  what  you  please ;  strengthen  themselves,  and  secure  the  gratifi- 

when  we  consider  the  majority  of  their  inhst-  cation  of  their  lawless  passions  at  the  expense 

bitants,  and  regard  the  natural  ri^ts  of  man-  of  the  general  good.    In  vain  do  we  fly  to  the 

kind,  they  must  appear  in  reality  and  truth,  many.    The  case  is  worse ;  their  passions. are 

no  better  than  pitiful  and  oppressive  oligar-  less  under  the  government  of  reason,  they  are 

diies.  augmented  by  the  contagion,  and   defended 

After  BO  &ir  an  examen,  wherein  nothing  against  all  attacks  by  their  multitude, 

has  "been  exaggerated ;  no  fact  produced  which  I  have  purposely  avoided  the  menticm  of  the 

camiot  be  proved,  and  none  which  has  been  mixed  form  of  government,  for  reasons  that 

produced  in  anywise  forced  or  strained,  while  will  be.  very  obvious  to  your  Lordship.    But 

thousands  have,  for    brevity,  been  omitted ;  my  caution  can  avail  me  but  little.     You  will 

after  so  candid  a  discussion  in  all  respects ;  not  fail  to  urge  it  against  me  in  favour  ef  po* 

what  slave  so  passive,  what  bigot  so  blind,  litical  society.    You  will  not  fail  to  shew  how 

whaX  enthusiast  so  headlong,  what  politician  so  the  errours  of  the  several  simple  modes  are 

hardened,  as  to  stand  up  in  defence  of  a  system  corrected  by  a  mixture  of  all  of  them,  and  a 

calculated  for  a  curse  to  mankind?  a  curse  proper  balance  of  the  several  powers  in  such  a 

under  which  they  smart  and  groan  to  this  hour,  state.    I  confess,  my  Lord,  that  this  has  been 

without  thoroughly  knowing  Che  nature  of  the  long  a  darling  mistake  of  my  own ;  and  that  of 

ilisease,  and  wanting  understanding  or  courage  all  the  sacrifices  I  have  made  to  truth,  this  has 

to  supply  the  remedy.  been  by  far  the  greatest.    When  I  confess  that 

I  need  not  excuse  mjTself  to  your  Lordship,  I  thiiik  this  notion  a  mista!ke,  I  know  to  whom 

nor,  I  think,  to  any  honest  man,  for  the  zeal  I  I  am  speaking,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  reasons 

have  shewn  in  this  cause ;  for  it  is  an  honest  are  like  liquors,  and  there  are  some  of  such  a 

zeal,  and  in  a  good  cause,    I  have  defended  nature  as  none  but  strong  heads  can  bear, 

natural  religicm  against  a  confederacy  of  athe-  There  are  few  with  whom  I  can  communicate 

ists  and  divines.    I  now  plead  for  natural  soci-  so  freely  as  with  Pope.  But  Pope  cannot  bear 

ety  against  politicians,  and  for  natural  reason  every  truth.    He  has  a  timidi^f  which  hinders 

against  all  three.    When  the  w(M'ld  is  in  a  fitter  the  full  exertion  of  his  faculties,  almost  as 

teaxper  than  it  is  at  present  to  hear  truth,  or  effectually  as  bigotry  cramps  those  of  the  ge- 

«d>en  I  shall  he  more  indifferent  about  its  neral  herd  of  mankind.    But  whoever  is' a 

temper;  my  thoughts  may  become  more  public,  genuine  follower  of  truth^  keeps  his  eye  steady 

In  the  mean  time,  let  them  repose  in  my  own  upon  his  guide,  indifferent  whither  he  is  led, 

bosom,  and  in  the  bosoms  of  such  men  as  are  provided  that  she  is  the  leader.     And,  my 

fit  to  be  initiated  in  the  sober  mysteries  (^ truth  Lord,  if  it  be  properly  considered,  it  were  in- 

and  reason.     My  antagonists  have  already  finitely  better  to  remain  possessed  by  the  whole 

done  as  much  as  I  could  desire.    Parties  in  legion  of  vulgar  mistakes,  than  to  reject  some, 

religion  and  politics  make  sufficient  discoveries  and  at  the  same  time  to  retain  a  fondness  for 

concerning  each  other,  to  give  a  sober  man  others  altogether  as  absurd  and  irrational.  The 

a  proper  caution  against  them  all.    The  mo-  first  has  at  least  a  consistency,  that  makes  a 

narchic,  and  aristocratical,  and  popular  parti-  man,  however  erroneously,  uniform  at  least; 

sans  have  been  jointly  laying  their  axes  to  the  but  the  latter  way  of  proceeding  is  such  an  in^ 

root  of  all  government,  and  have  in  tlieir  turns  consistent  chimera  and  jumble  of  philosophy, 

proved  eadi  other  absuid  and  inconvenient,  and  vulgar  prejudice,  that  hardly  any  thing 

In  vain  you  tell  me  that  artificial  government  is  more  ridiculous  can  be  conceived.     Let  us 

good,  but  that  I  fall  out  only  with  the  abuse,  therefore  freely,  and  without  fear  or  prejudice, 

The  thing!  the  thing  itself  is  the  abuse  !  Ob-  examine  this  last  contrivance  of  policy.    And 

fenre,  my  Lord,  I  pray  you,  that  grand  errour  without  considering  how  near  the  quick  our 


S6  A  VINDICATION  OF  . 

iostnimeiits  may  come,  let  us  search  it  to  tho     jarring  interests  may  chance  to.preyaii;  and  89 
bottom.  tiiey  prevail,  the  balance  is  overset,  now  upon 

First  then,  aJQ  men  are  agreed  that  this  junc-  one  side,  now  upon  the  other.  The  govern- 
tion  of  regal,  aristocratic,  and  popular  power,  ment  is  one  day,  arbitrary  power  in  a  single 
must  form  a  very  complex,  nice,  and  intricate  person ;  another,  a  juggling  confederaf^  of  a 
machine,  which  being  c(»nposed  df  such  a  few  to  cheat  the  prince  and  enslave  the  people ; 
variety  of  parts,  with  such  opposite  tendencies  and  the  third,  a  firantic  and  unmanageable  de- 
and  movements,  it  must  be  liable  on  every  ao-  mocracy.  The  great  instrument  of  all  these 
cident  to  be  disordered.  To  speak  without  changes,  and  what  infuses  a  peculiar  venom 
metaphor,  such  a  government  must  be  liable  to  into  all  of  them,  is  party.  It  is  of  noconse* 
frequent  cabals,  tixmults,  and  revolutions,  from  quence  what  the  principles  of  any  party,  or 
its  very  c(»istitiition.  These  are  undoubtedly  what  their  pretensions  are ;  the  spirit  which 
as  iU  effects  as  can  happen  in  a  society ;  for  in  actuates  all  parties  is  the  same ;  the  spirit  of 
such  a  case,  the  closeness  acquired  by  com-  ambition,  of  sel^interest,  of  oppression,  and 
munity,  instead  of  serving  for  mutual  defence,  treachery.  This  spirit  entirely  reverses  all  the 
serves  only  to  increase  the  danger.  Such  a  principles  which  a  benevolent  nature  has  erect- 
system  is  like  a  city,  where  trades  that  require  ed  within  us ;  all  honesty,  all  equal  justice,  and 
constant  fires  are  much  exercised,  where  the  even  the  ties  of  natural  society,  Uie  natural 
houses  are  built  of  c(»nbustible  materials,  and  affections.  In  a  v/ord,  my  Lord,  we  have  all 
where  they  stand  extremely  close.  seen,  and  if  any  outward  considerations  were 

In  the  second  place,  the  several  constituent  worthy  the  lasting  concern  of  a  wise  man,  we 
Darts  having  their  distinct  rights,  and  these  have  some  ofus^ett,  such  qypression  from  party 
many  of  them  so  necessary  to  be  determined  government  as  no  other  tyranny  can  parallel, 
with  exactness,  are  yet  so  indeterminate  in  We  behold  daily  the  most  important  rights, 
their  nature,  that  it  becomes  a  new  and  con-  rights  upon  which  all  the  others  depend,  we 
stant  source  of  debate  and  confusion.  Hence  behold  these  ri^ts  determined  in  the  last  re- 
it  is,  that  whilst  the  business  of  government  sort,  without  the  least  attention  even  to  the 
should  be  carrying  on,  the  question  is,  Who  appearance  or  cobur  of  justice ;  we  behold 
has  a  right  to  exercise  this  or  that  function  d[  this  without  emotion,  because  we  have  grown 
it,  or  what  men  have  power  to  keep  their  up  in  the  constant  view  of  such  practices ;  and 
offices  in  any  fiuict3<m  7  Whilst  this  contest  we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  a  man  requested 
continues,  arul  whilst  the  balance  in  any  sort  to  be  a  knave  and  a  traitor,  with  as  much  in- 
continues,  it  has  never  any  remission ;  all  difference  as  if  the  most  ordinary  favour  were 
manner  of  abuses  and  villanies  in  officers  re-  asked ;  and  we  hear  this  request  refused,  not 
main  unpunished ;  the  greatest  frauds  and  rob-  because  it  is  a  most  unjust  and  unreasonable 
beries  in  the  public  revenues  are  conmiitted  in  desire,  but  that  this  worthy  has  already  en- 
defiance  of  justice ;  and  abuses  grow,  by  time  gaged  his  injustice  to  another.  These  and 
and  impunity,  into  customs ;  until  they  pre-  many  more  points  I  am  far  from  spreading  to 
scribe  against  the  laws,  and  grow  too  inveterate  their  full  extent.  You  are  sensible  that  I  do 
often  to  admit  a  cure,  unless  such  as  may  be  not  put  forth  half  my  strength ;  and  you  cannot 
as  bad  as  the  disease.  be  at  a  loss  for  the  reason.    A  man  is  allowed 

Thirdly,  the  several  parts  of  this  species  of  sufficient  freedom  (^thought,  provided  he  knows 

government,  though  lAited,  preserve  the  spirit  how  to  choose  his  subject  (Hroperly.   You  may 

which  each  form  has  separately.  Kings  are  am-  criticise  freely  upon  the  Chinese  constitution, 

bitiotts;  the  nobility  haughty;  and  the  populace  and  observe  with  as  much  severity  as  you 

tamultuous  and  ungovernable.    Each  party,  please  upon  the  absurd  tricks,  or  destructive 

however,  in  appearance  peaceable,  carries  on  bigotry  of  the  bonzees.     But  the  scene  is 

a  design  upon  the  others ;  and  it  is  owing  to  changed  as  you  come  homeward,  and  atheism 

this,  that  in  all  questions,  whether  concerning  or  treason  may  be  the  names  given  in  Britain, 

foreign  or  domestic  affairs,  the  whole  generally  to  what  would  be  reason  and  truth  if  asserted 

turns  more  upon  some  party-matter  than  upon  of  China.     I  submit  to  the  condition,  and 

&e  nature  of  the  thing  itself;  whether  such  a  though  I  have  a  notorious  advantage  before 

step  will  diminish  or  augment  the  power  of  the  me,  I  wave  the  pursuit.   For  else,  my  Lord,  it 

crown,  or  how  far  the  privileges  of  the  subject  is  very  obvious  what  a  picture  mi^t  be  drawn 

are  like  to  be  extended  or  restricted  by  it.  of  the  excesses  of  party  even  in  our  own  nation. 

And  these  questions  are  constantly  resolved,  I  could  shew,  that  the  same  faction  has  in  one 

without  any  considerati<m  of  the  merits  of  the  reign  promoted  popular  seditions,  and  in  the 

cause,  merely  as  the  parties  who  uphold  these  next  been  a  patron  oS  tyranny;  I  could  shew^ 
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Btfetjr  at  all  tunes,  and  hare  very  frequently  deviated  fiwn  the  {rfain  rule  of  o«r  ^alwe,  vii 

with  equal  perfidy  made  a  market  of  their  own  tunied  our  reason  against  itself^  in  Ifa^t  propor> 

erase,  and  their  own  associates.   I  could  riiew  tion  have  we  increased  the  iblUes  and  miserisa 

how  Tehem^tly  they  have  contended  for  names,  of  msnliind.    The  man  deq>ly  we  penelratv 

and  how  silently  they  have  passed  over  things  into  the  labjrrinth  oC  art,  the  Hfrdier  we  find 

of  the  last  importance.    And  I  could  demon-  ounehres  from  those  «ids  for  which  we  entered 

stnte,  that  they  have  had  the  opportunity  of  it  This  has  happened  in  afaiosteveiy  q>eeies 

doing  an  this  mischief,  nay,  that  they  thenn  of  artificial  society,  and  in  aH  times.     W« 

selves  had  timr  origin  and  growth  from  that  Ibond,  or  we  thoi^t  we  fijund,  an  inoonvo* 

ceoplez  tbrm  of  government,  which  we  are  nience  in  having  every  man  the  judge  of  hia 

wiseljr  taught  to  look  upon  as  so  great  a  ble^  own  cause.    Therefore  judges  were  set  up,  at 

sing.    Revolve,  my  Lord,  our  history  fitwn  the  first  with  discretionary  powers.    But  it  wan 

conquest.    We  scarce  ever  had  a  prince,  who  soon  found  a  miserable  slavery  to  have  our 

by  fraud,  or  violence,  had  not  made  some  in-  Uves  and  properties  precarious,  9fid  hanginf 

fringemeiU  on  the  constitution.    We  scarce  upon  the  arbitrary  determination  of  any  oon 

ever  had  a  parliament  which  knew,  when  it  man,  or  set  of  men.    We  flew  to  laws  as  a 

attempted  to  set  limits  to  the  royal  authority,  remedy  for  this  evil    By  these  we  persuaded 

how  to  set  limits  to  its  own.    Evib  we  have  oursehres  we  mi^t  know  with  some  certainty 

had  continually  calling  for  reformation,  and  upon  what  ground  we  stood.    But  k>!  dilfer- 

reformations  more  grievous  than  any  evihk  ences  arose  vpaa  the  sense  and  interpietatioQ 

Oar  boasted  liberty  sometimes  trodden  down,  of  these  laws.    Thus  we  were  brought  back  tn 

sometimes  giddily  setup,  and  ever  precariously  our  old  incertitude.    New  laws  were  made  to 

fluctuating  and  unsettled;  it  has  only  been  kept  eipound  the  old;  and  new  diflkulties  arose 

alive  by  &e  blasts  of  continual  ieods,  wars,and  upon  the  new  Uws ;  as  words  multiplied,  op- 

ceospirades.  In  no  country  in  Europe  has  the  portunities  of  cavilUng  upon  than  multiplied 

scaflbid  so  often  Uusfaed  with  the  Mood  of  its  also.    Then  recourse  was  had  to  notes,  oom- 

nobility.    Confiscations,  banishments,  attain-  ments,  glosses,  reports,  reaponM  pmdtnbtmf 

ders,   executions,  make  a  large  part  of  the  learned  readings:  ea^e  stood  against  eagle: 

history  of  sndi  of  our  fiuniiies  as  are  not  utterly  authority  was  set  up  against  autlrarity.    Some 

extingnished  by  them.  Formerly  indeed  things  were  allured  by  the  modem,  others  reverenced 

had  a  more  ferocious  appearance  than  they  the  antient.    The  new  were  more  enlightened, 

have  at  this  day.    In  these  early  and  unrefined  the  old  were  more  veneraUe.    Some  adopted 

ages,  the  jarring  ports  of  a  certain  chaotic  the  comment,  others  stuck  to  the  texL    The 

constitution  supported  their  several  pretensions  confiision  increased,  the  mist  thickened,  until  it 

by  the  sword.    Experience  and  policy  have  couM  be  discovered  no  longer  what  was  aDowed 

since  taught  other  methods.  or  forbidden,  what  things  were  in  property,  and 

A.                   •.     .      t     ■             V.  what  common.  In  this  uncertainty,  (imnert^in 

At  nunc  res  agiturtenui  pulmone  mbetSL  ^vcn  to  the  professon,  an  EgypUan  darknesf 

But  how  fiur  eorruption,  venality,  the  contempt  to  the  rest  of  mankind,)  the  contending  parties 

of  honour,  the  oblivion  of  all  du^  to  our  coun-  felt  themselves  more  cnectoally  ruined  by  the 

try,  and  the  most  abandoned  pidihc  prostitution,  dday  than  they  coukl  have  been  by  the  iiijusti^ 

are  preferable  to  the  more  glaring  and  riolent  of  any  decision.   Our  inheritances  are  become 

eflecis  of  ftetion,  I  wifl  not  presume  to  deter-  a  prize  for  disputation ;  and  disputes  and  lit^ 

aune.  Sure  I  am  that  they  are  very  great  evils,  gations  are  become  an  inheritance. 

I  have  done  with  the  &rms  of  govemmenL  The  professors  of  artificial  hiw  have  always 
Daring  the  course  of  my  enquiry  you  may  have  walked  hand  in  hand  with  the  ixofessors  of  arti- 
observed  a  very  nuderial  diffinrence  between  ficial  theology.  As  their  end,  in  confounding 
ntjr  manner  of  reasoning  and  that  which  is  in  the  reascm  of  man,  and  abridging  his  natural 
use  amongst  the  abettors  of  artificial  society,  freedom,  is  exacdy  the  same,  they  have  adjusted 
They  Ibtm  their  plans  upon  what  seems  most  the  means  to  that  end  in  a  way  oatirely  similar, 
^ig^le  to  their  imaginations,  for  the  ordering  The  divine  thunders  out  his  anaihanas  with 
sf  mankind.  I  discover  the  mistakes  in  those  mwe  noise  and  terrour  against  the  breach  of 
Haas,  fiom  the  real  known  consequences  which  one  of  bis  positive  institutions,  or  the  nef^ect 
have  resulted  fitmi  them.  They  have  mlisted  of  some  of  his  trivial  forms,  than  against  the 
"Bason  to  fight  against  itself,  and  employ  its  neglect  or  breach  of  those  duties  and  command- 
whole  fbroe  to  prove  that  it  is  an  insuffident  ments  of  natural  religion,  which  by  these  forms 
gvide  to  them  in  thn  ooaduck  of  their  lives,  and  mstitutioos  he  pretends  to  enforce.   Tha 
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kw7erhaihiiionn§,aiid  his  poeitiTO  institn*  deep  for  me;  I  Mkaofivledeed  it;  boA  iljnf 

tkm  too,  and  he  adheres  to  them  with  a  vene-  too  deep  even  for  youwehres:  yoa  ba:^  ■■» 

ratkn  altogether  as  reli|riou8.   The  worst  cause  the  way  so  intricate,  that  yoa  are  youiielwi 

eannot  be  so  prejudicial  to  the  litigant,  as  his  lost  in  it ;  yoa  err,  and  yoa  punish  me  fer  yoof 

•dTocate*s  or  attorney's  ignorance  or  neglect  of  errours. 

these  forms.   A  law-suit  is  like  an  ill-managed        The  deUy  of  the  law  is,  yoor  Lorikhip  will 

dispute,  in  which  the  first  object  is  soon  out  of  tell  me,  a  trite  topic,  and  which  of  its  abosM 

tight,  and  the  parties  end  upon  a  matter  wholly  have  not  been  too  severely  fek  not  to  be  com- 

foreign  to  that  on  which  they  began.  In  a  law-  plained  of?    A  man's  property  is  to  seive  fcr 

■uit  the  question  is,  who  has  a  right  to  a  certain  the  purposes  of  his  sqiport ;  ud  therefore  to 

house  or  form?   And  this  question  is  daily  de-  delay  a  determinatioD  ooocerning  that,  is  tiie 

termined,  not  upon  the  evidence  of  the  right,  worst  injustice,  because  it  oMa  off  the  v«y 

but  upon  the  observance  or  neglect  of  some  end  and  purpose  for  which  I  applied  to  tte 

forms  of  woids  in  use  with  the  gentlemen  of  judicature  for  relief.    Quite  contrary  in  the 

the  robe,  about  which  there  is  even  among  case  of  a  man's  life ;  there  the  determmatioa 

themselves  such  a  disagreement,  that  the  most  can  hardly  be  too  much  protracted.     Mistakes 

•xperienced  veterans  in  the   profession  can  in  this  case  are  as  often  falleo  into  as  naay 

■ever  be  positively  assured  that  they  are  not  other,  and  if  the  judgment  is  suddea,  the  bus- 

mistaken.  takes  are  the  most  irretrievable  of  all  otbcrk 

I^  us  expostulate  with  these  learned  sages.  Of  this  the  gentlemen  of  the  robe  are  them- 

these  priests  of  tlie  sacred  temple  of  justice,  selves  sensible,  and  they  have  brought  it  into 

Are  we  judges  of  our  own  property  ?    By  no  a  maxim.    De  morte  homima  nuUa  est  emcMio 

means.    You  then,  who  are  initiated  into  the  longa.    But  what  could  have  induced  them  to 

mysteries  of  the  blindfold  goddess,  inform  me  reverse  the  rules,  and  to  contradict  that  reaaoa 

whether  1  have  a  i  igl)(  to  eat  the  bread  I  have  which  dictated  them,  I  am  utterly  unable  to 

earned  by  the  hazard  of  my  life,  or  the  sweat  guess.     A  point  concerning  jMroperty,  vrtudi. 

of  my  brow  ?    The  grave  doctor  answers  me  ought,  for  the  reasons  I  just  mentioned,  to  be 

in  the  aflirmative ;  the  reverend  serjeant  replies  most  speedily  decided,  frequently  exercises  the 

in  the  negative ;  the  learned  barrister  reasons  wit  of  successions  of  lawyers,  for  many  gene- 

upon  one  side  and  upon  the  other,  and  concludes  rations.    MuUa  vir&m  voivens  durando  $aaih 

nothing.    What  shall  I  do  ?    An  antagonist  vincU.    But  the  question  concerning  a  man's 

■tarts  up  and  presses  me  hard.    I  enter  the  life,  that  great  question  in  which  no  delay  oaj^ 

field,  and  retain  these  throe  persons  to  defend  to  be  counted  tedious,  is  commonly  determined 

my  cause.   My  cause,  which  tiyo  farmers  from  in  twenly-four  hours  at  the  utmost.    It  is  not 

the  plough  codd  have  decided  in  half  an  hour,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  injustice  and  absurdity 

takes  the  court  twenty  years.    I  am  however  should  be  inseparable  companions, 
at  the  end  of  my  labour,  and  have  in  reward        Ask  of  politicians  the  end  for  wfaidi  lavn 

for  all  my  toil  and  vexati(Hi,  a  judgment  in  my  were  originally  designed ;  and  they  will  answer, 

fovour.    But  hoU — a  sagacious  commander  in  that  the  laws  were  designed  as  a  protection  for 

the  adversary's  army,  has  found  a  flaw  in  tho  the  poor  and  weak,  against  the  oppreeskm  of 

proceeding.  My  triumph  is  turned  into  mourn-  tlie  rich  and  powerful.    But  surely  no  pretence 

ing.    I  have  used  OTf  instead  of  andj  or  some  can  be  so  ridiculous ;  a  man  might  as  vrdl  tdl 

mistake,  small  in  appearance,  but  dreadful  in  me  he  has  taken  off  my  load,  because  he  hss 

its  consequences,  and  have  the  whole  of  my  changed  the  burden.    If  the  poor  man  is  not 

success  quashed  in  a  writ  of  errour.   1  remove  able  to  support  his  suit,  according  to  the  vcxa- 

my  suit ;  1  shift  from  court  to  court ;  I  fly  from  tious  and   expensive  manner  established  in 

equity  to  law,  and  from  law  to  equity ;  equal  civilized  countries,  has  not  the  rich  as  great 

uncertainty  attends  me  every  where  ;  and  a  an  advantage  over  him  as  the  strong  has  over 

mistake  in  which  I  had  no  share,  decides  at  the  weak  in  a  state  of  nature?     But  we  wffl 

once  upon  my  hbcrty  and  property,  sending  not  place  the  state  of  nature,  which  is  the  reign 


me  from  the  court  to  a  prison,  and  adjudging  W  God,  in  competition  with  political  society, 

my  family  to  beggaiy  and  famine.    I  am  inno-  which  is  the  absurd  usurpaticm^of  man.    In  a 

cent,  gentlemen,  of  the  darkness  and  uncer-  state  of  nature,  it  is  true,  that  a  man  of  superiow 

tainty  of  your  science.     I  never  darkened  it  force  may  beat  or  rob  me ;  but  then  itiTtnie, 

with  absurd  and  contradictory  notions,  nor  that  I                                                    "»»"«, 
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may  rob  me  In  another  way.    I  cannot  defend  labours.    In  a  state  of  artificial  society,  it  fai  a 

myself;  for  money  is  the  only  weapon  with  law  as  constant  and  as  invariable,  that  those  who 

which  we  are  allowed  to  fight.  And  if  I  attempt  labour  most,  enjoy  the  fewest  things ;  and  that 

to  avMige  myself,  the  whole  force  of  that  society  those  who  labour  not  at  all,  have  the  greatest 

is  ready  to  complete  my  ruin.                  »  number  of  enjo3rments.  A  constitution  (^things 

A  good  parson  once  said,  that  where  mystery  .  this,  strange  and  ridiculous  beyond  expressi(xi. 

begins,  reUgicxi  ends.    Cannot  I  say,  as  truly  We  scarce  believe  a  thing  when  we  are  told  it, 

at  least  of  human  laws,  that  where  mystery  which  we  adtually  see  before  our  eyes  every 

begins,  justice  ends  ?  It  is  hard  to  say ,  whether  day  without  being  in  the  least  surprised.    I 

the  doctors  d*  law  or  divinity  have  made  the  suppose  that  there  are  in  Great  Britain  upwards 

greater  advances  in  the  lucrative  business  of  of  an  hundred  thousand  people  employed  in  lead, 

mystery.   The  lawyers,  as  well  as  the  theologi-  tin,  iron,  copper,  and  C(^  mines ;  these  unhi^py 

ans,  have  erected  another  reason  besides  natu-  wretches  scarce  ever  see  the  light  of  the  sun ; 

ral  reason;  and  the  result  has  been,  another  they  are  buried  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth; 

justice  besides  natural  justice.    They  have  so  there  they  work  at  a  severe  and  dismal  task, 

bewildered  the  w(x-ld  and  themselves  in  un-  without  the  least  prospect  of  being  delivered 

meaning  forms  and  ceremonies,  and  so  per-  from  it;  they  subsist  upon  the  coarsest  and 

plezed  the  {Vainest  matters  with  metaphysical  worst  sort  of  fare ;   they  have  their  health 

jargon,  that  it  carries  the  highest  danger  to  a  miserably  impaired,  and  their  lives  cut  short, 

man  out  of  that  profession,  to  make  the  least  by  being  perpetually  confined  in  the  close  va- 

step  without  their  advice  and  assistance.   Thus  pour  of  these  malignant  minerals.   An  hundred 

by  confining  to  themselves  the  knowledge  of  the  thousand  more  at  least  are  tortured  without 

foundation  <^all  men*s  lives  and  properties,  they  remission  by  the  suffocating  smoke,  intense 

have  reduced  all  mankind  into  the  most  abject  fires,  and  constant  drudgery  necessary  in  refin* 

and  servile  dependence.  We  are  tenants  at  the  ing  and  managing  the  products  of  those  mines, 

will  of  these  gentlemen  for  every  thing ;  and  a  If  any  man  informed  us  that  two  hundred  thou- 

metapbysical  quibble  is  to  decide  whether  the  sand  innocent  persons  were  condemned  to  so 

greatest  villain  breathing  shall  meet  his  deserts,  intolerable  slavery,  how  should  we  pity  the 

or  escape  with  impunity,  or  whether  the  best  unhappy  sufferers,  and  how  great  would  be  our 

man  in  the  society  shall  not  be  reduced  to  the  just  indignation  against  those  who  inflicted  so 

bwest  and  most  despicable  condition  it  affords,  cruel  and  ignominious  a  punishment!    This  is 

In  a  word,  my  Lord,  the  injustice,  delay,  pueri-  an  instance,  I  could  not  wish  a  stronger,  of  the 

Uty,  false  refinement,  and  sifected  mystery  of  the  numberless  things  which  we  pass  by  in  their 

law  are  such,  that  many  who  live  under  it  come  common  dress,  yet  which  shock  us  when  they 

to  admire  and  envy  the  expedition,  simplicity,  are  nakedly  represented.      But  this  number, 

and  equality  of  arbitrary  judgments.    I  need  considerable  as  it  is,  and  the  slavery,  with  all 

insist  the  less  on  this  article  to  your  Lordship,  its  baseness  and  horrour,  which  we  have  at 

as  you  have  firequently  lamented  the  miseries  home,  is  nothing  to  what  the  rest  of  the  w(»rld 

derived  to  as  firom  artificial  law,  and  your  can-  affords  of  the  same  nature.     Millions  daily 

door  is  the  more  to  be  admired  and  applauded  bathed  in  the  poisonous  damps  and  destructive 

in  this,  as  jrour  Lordship's  noble  house  has  effluvia  of  lead,  silver,  copper,  and  arsenic 

derived  its  wealth  and  its  honour  fi'om  that  To  say  nothing  of  those  other  employments, 

professioo.  those  stations  of  wretchedness  and  contempt, 

Before  we  finish  our  examination  of  artificial  in  which  civil  society  has  placed  the  numerous 

society,  I  shall  lead  your  Lordship  into  a  closer  enfans  perdiis  of  her  army.  Would  any  rational 

consideration  of  the  relations  which  it  gives  man  submit  to  one  of  the  most  tolerable  of  these 

birth  to,  and  the  benefits,  if  such  they  are,  which  drudgeries,  for  all  the  artificial    enjoym^its 

KsuU  from  these  relations.    The  most  obvious  which  policy  has  made  to  result  from  them  ? 

divisioo  of  society  is  into  rich  and  poor;  and  By  no  means.  And  yet  need  I  suggest  to  your 

k  is  no  less  obvious,  that  the  number  of  the  Lordship,  that  those  who  find  the  means,  and 

former  bear  a  great  disproportion  to  those  of  those  who  arrive  at  the  end,  are  not  at  all  the 

the  latter.    The  whole  business  of  the  poor  is  same  persons.    On  considering  the  strange  and 

to  administer  to  the  idleness,  folly,  and  luxury  unaccountable  fancies  and  contrivances  of  arti* 

of  the  rich;  and  that  of  the  rich,  in  return,  ficial  reason,  I  have  somewhere  called  this 

n  to  find  the  best  methods  of  confirming  the  earth  the  Bedlam  of  our  system.  Looking  now 

slavery  and  increasing  the  burden3  of  the  poor,  upon  the  effects  of  some  of  those  fancies,  may 

In  a  state  of  nature,  it  is  an  invariabfe  law,  that  we  not  with  equal  rea^ion  call  it  likewise  the 

a  man's  aeqnisitiQiui  are  in  prooortion  to  his  Newgate  and  the  Bridewell  of  the  uoivene? 


10  VINDICATION  OF 

Aideed  tke  bUndoeti  of  ooe  put  of  mankiiid  are  they  who  know  flDoagh  of  ih&m  to  kaoii 

eo-openting  with  the  phrenzy  and  villany  of  the  little  value  of  the  posseaBon  of  audi  tfaiagi, 

die  other,  has  been  the  real  builder  of  this  and  of  all  that  they  possess ;  and  happy  they 

re^iectable  &bric  of  political  society :  and  as  who  have  been  sniiched  from  that  post  of  du* 

die  blindness  <^  mankind  has  caused  their  ger  which  they  occupy,  with  the  remains  «f 

davery,  in  return  their  state  of  davery  is  made  their  virtue ;  loss  of  honours,  weahh,  titkf, 

a  pretence  for  continuing  them  in  a  state  of  and  even  the  loss  of  one's  country,  is  notUng 

bliiidness ;  for  the  politician  will  tell  you  grave-  in  balance  with  so  great  an  advantage. 

ly,  that  their  life  of  servitude  disqualifies  the  Let  us  now  view  the  other  species  of  As 

greater  part  of  the  race  of  man  for  a  search  rich,  those  who  devote  their  time  and  forlnasi 

€f  truth,  and  supplies  them  with  no  other  than  to  idleness  and  pleasure.    How  much  happkr 

mean  and  insufficient  ideas.    This  is  but  too  are  they  ?  The  pleasures  which  are  agreeaUe 

true ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  which  to  nature  are  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  there* 

I  blame  such  institutions.  fore  can  form  no  distinction  in  &vour  of  As 

In  a  misery  of  this  sort,  admitting  some  few  rich.     The  pleasures  which  art  forces  op  are 

lenitives,  and  those  too  but  a  few,  nine  parts  in  seldom  sincere,  and  never  satisfying.    What 

ten  of  the  whole  race  d'mankind  drudge  through  is  worse,  this  constant  application  to  pleasare 

life.    It  may  be  urged  perhaps,  in  palliation  of  takes  away  from  the   enjoym^it,   or  rather 

this,  that,  at  least,  the  rich  few  find  a  consider-  turns  it  into  the  nature  of  a  very  burdensoaw 

able  and  real  benefit  fi^m  the  wretchedness  of  and  laborious  business.    It  has  cooBeqaeoBm 

the  many.    But  is  this  so  in  fact  ?    Let  us  much  more  fatal.    It  produces  a  weak  ^delii- 

ezamine  the  point  with  a  little  more  attention,  dinary  state  of  body,  attended  by  all  those 

For  this  purpose  the  rich  in  all  societies  may  horrid  disorders,  and  yet  more  horrid  m^iodi 

be  thrown  into  two  classes.    The  first  is  of  of  cure,  which  are  the  result  of  liixury  on  OBS 

diose  who  are  powerful  as  wd}  us  rich,  and  hand,  and  the  weak  and  ridiculous  eflbrts  of 

ecMiduct  the  operations  of  the  vast  political  human  art  on  the  other.  The  pleasures  of  sodi 

machine.    The  other  is  of  those  who  employ  men  are  scarcely  felt  as  pleasures ;  at  the  same 

their  riches  wholly  in  the  acquisition  of  plea-  time  that  they  bring  on  pains  and  diseasesi 

Bore.    As  to  the  first  sort,  their  ccxitinual  care  which  are  felt  but  too  severely.    The  mind  has 

and  anxiety,  their  toilsome  days,  and  sleepless  its  share  of  the  misfortune ;  it  grows  la^  and 

nights,  are  next  to  proverbiaL  '  These  circum-  enervate,  unwilling  and  unable  to  search  ftr 

rtances  are  sufficient  almost  to  level  their  con-  truth,  and  utterly  uncapable  of  knowing,  modi 

dition  to  that  of  the  unhappy  majority ;  but  less  of  relishing  real  happiness.    The  poor  by 

there  are  other  circumstances  which  place  them  their  excessive  labour,  uid  the  rich  by  their 

in  a  fiu"  k>wer  condition.    Not  onij  their  un-  enormous  luxury,  are  set  upon  a  levd,  and 

<derstandings  labour  continually,  which  is  the  rendered  equally  ignorant  of  any  knofHedge 

severest  labour,  but  their  hearts  are  torn  by  which  might  c(Hiduce  to  their  haziness.    A 

<he  worst,  most  troublesome,  and  insatiable  c^  dismal  view  of  the  interior  of  all  civil  sodaljl 

ttU  passions,  by  avarice,  by  ambition,  by  fear  The  lower  part  broken  and  ground  down  kf 

and  jealousy.    No  part  of  the  mind  has  rest,  the  most  cruel  oppression  ;   and  the  ridi  kf 

Power  gradually  extirpates  fi'om  the  mind  every  their  artificial  method  (^life  Ivingkig  wotaa 

humane  and  gentle  virtue.    Pity,  benevolence,  evils  on  themselves,  than  their  tyranny  coold 

friendship  are  things  almost  unknown  in  high  possibly  inflict  on  those  below  theuk.    Very 

8tati<ms.     Ver<B  amiciiUe  rarisrime  invemuntur  difierent  is  the  prospect  of  the  natural  state. 

iniis  qui  in  honoribtu  reque  publico  veraantwr,  Here  there  are  no  wants  which  nature  gifa% 

aays  Cicero.     And  indeed,  courts  are  the  and  in  this  state  men  can  be  soisiUe  of  wi 

achools  where  cruelty,  pride,  dissimulation  and  other  wants,  which  are  not  to  be  8U{^ed  fay  a 

treachery  are  studied  and  taught  in  the  most  very   moderate   degree  of  labour;   tberaftro 

vicious  perfection.    This  is  a  point  so  clear  there  is  no  slavery.     Neither  is  then  aiiy 

and  acknowledged,  that  if  it  did  not  make  a  luxury,  because  no  single  man  can  supply  the 

necessary  part  of  my  subject,  I  should  pass  it  materials  of  it.    Life  is  simple,  and  therefiie 

by  entirely.    And  this  has  hindered  me  from  it  is  happy. 

<krawing  at  full  length,  and  in  the  most  striking  I  am  conscious,  my  Lord,  that  yonrpolitidaB 

colours,  this  shocking  picture  of  the  degene*  will  urge  in  his  defence,  that  this  unequal  atato 

racy  and  wretchedness  of  human  nature,  in  that  is  highly  useful.    That  without  dooming 

part  which  is  vulgariy  thought  its  happiest  and  part  of  mankind  to  extraordinary  toil,  the 

most  amiable  state.    You  know  from  what  which  cultivate  life  could  not  be 

originals  T  could  copy  such  pictures.    Happy  But  I  demand  of  this  politician,  how 
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ctmo  to  beneeeMri^?    Heansww^  that  civil  educated  under  another  ftna,  than  that  this  It 

soeiety  could  not  wdU  exist  without  them.    So  of  worse  consequences  to  mankind.    For  Iho 

that  these  arts  are  necessary  to  ciril  society,  free  governments,  for  the  point  of  their  spaei^ 

and  ctril  society  necessary  again  to  these  arts,  and  the  moment  of  their  duration,  have  felt 

Thns  are  we  ranning   in  a  cirde,  without  taare  confusi(m,  and  comhiitted  more  flagrant 

modesty  and  without  end,  and  making  one  acts  of  tyranny,  than  the  most  perfect  despotift 

errour  and  extravagance  an  excuse  for  the  governments  which  we  have  over  known.  Tiim 

odier.    My  sentiments  about  these  arts  and  your  eye  next  to  the  labyrinth  of  the  law,  ^nd 

their  cause,  I  have  often  discouned  with  my  the  iniquity  conceived  in  its  intricate  lecesses. 

fiieods  at  large.    Pope  has  expressed  them  in  C(»isider  the  ravages  committed  in  the  bowete 

good  verse,  ndiore  he  talks  with  so  much  force  of  all  conmumwealths  by  ambition,  by  avarice, 

of  reason  and  elegance  of  language^  in  praise  envy,  fraud,  open  injustice,   and   pretended 

of  the  state  of  nature:  friendship ;  vices  which  could  draw  little  sc^ 

Than  was  not  pride,  nor  arts  that  pride  to  aid,  po«*t  from  a  state  of  nature,  but  which  bk)SBom 

Man  walk*d  with  beast,  joint-tenant  of  the  and  flourish  in  the  rankness  of  political  societf. 

■hade.  Revolve  our  whole  discourse;  add  to  it  aH 

Ob  the  wiiole,  my  Lord,  if  political  society,  those  reflections  which  your  own  good  undov 

in  whatever  lorm,  1ms  still  made  the  many  the  standing  shaU  suggest,  and  make  a  strenuooi 

property  of  the  few ;  if  it  has  introduced  la-  eficttt  beyond  tiie  reach  of  vulgar  philosophy, 

boiDB  imnecessary,  vices  and   diseases   un-  to  confess  that  the  cause  <^  artiBcial  society  is 

known,  and  pleasures  incompatible  widi  nature ;  more  defenceless  even  than  that  of  artificial  re- 

if  in  aU  countries  it  abridges  the  lives  of  mil-  ligion ;  that  it  is  as  derogatory  from  the  honour 

hoDs,  and  renders  those  of  millions  more  utter-  of  the  Creator,  as  subversive  of  human  reason, 

fy  abject  and  miserable,  shall  we  still  worship  and  productive  of  infinitely  more  mischief  to 

so  destructive  an  idol,  and  daily  sacrifice  to  it  the  human  race. 

oar  health,  our  liberty,  and  our  peace  ?  Or  If  pretended  revelations  have  caused  warn 
rittU  we  pass  by  this  monstrous  heap  of  ab-  where  they  were  opposed,  and  slavery  where 
surd  notions,  and  alxMninable  practices,  think-  they  were  received,  the  pretended  wise  inven- 
ing  we  have  sufiiciently  discharged  our  duty  in  tions  of  politicians  have  done  the  same.  But 
exposing  die  trifling  cheats,  and  ridiculous  the  slavery  has  been  much  heavier,  the  wars 
.joggles  of  a  few  mad,  designing,  or  ambitious  ^  more  bloody,  and  both  more  universal  by 
priests?  Alas!  my  Lord,  we  labour  under  a  many  degrees.  Shew  me  any  mischief  pro- 
mortal  oonsomption,  vidiilst  we  are  so  anxiOus  duced  by  the  madness  or  wickedness  of  theolo- 
about  die  cure  of  a  sore  finger.  For  has  not  gians,  and  I  will  shew  you  an  hundred,  result- 
tius  leviadian  of  civil  power  overflowed  the  ing  firom  the  ambition  and  villany  of  conquerors 
earth  with  a  deluge  of  blood,  as  if  he  were  and  statesmen.  Shew  me  an  absurdity  in  re- 
■Mde  to  disport  and  ]^y  therein?  We  have  ligion,  and  I  will  undertake  to  shew  you  an 
diewn,  tfiat  political  society,  on  a  moderate  hundred  for  one  in  political  laws  and  institu-^ 
ttlmhrion,  has  been  the  means  of  murdering  tions.  If  you  say,  that  natural  religion  is  a 
•eteral  times  die  number  of  inhabitants  now  sufiSicient  guide  without  the  foreign  aid  oi  re-^ 
opoB  the  earth,  during  its  short  existence,  not  velaticm,  on  what  principle  should  political 
^iwards  of  four  thousand  years  in  any  accounts  'laws  become  necessary?  Is  not  the  same  rea- 
lo  be  depended  on.  But  we  have  said  nothing  son  available  in  theology  and  in  politics  ?  If 
of  the  otiier,  and  perliaps  as  bad  consequence  the  laws  o[  nature  are  the  laws  of  Grod,  is  it 
of  these  wars,  whwh  have  spilled  such  seas  of  consistent  with  the  divine  wisdom  to  prescribe 
blood,  and  rednoed  so  many  milli^nf  to  a  mer-  rules  to  us,  and  leave  the  enforcement  of  them 
eilass  slavery.  But  fliese  are  <Mily  the  cere-  to  the  foUy  of  human  institutions  ?  Will  you 
■oniea  perftcmed  in  the  poich  of  the  political  follow  truth  but  to  a  certain  point  ? 
teoipla.  Much  more  bomd  ones  are  seen  as  We  are  indebted  for  all  our  miseries  to  our 
70a  eater  it.  The  several  species  c^  govern-  distrust  of  that  guide,  which  Providence 
Bnt  via  widi  each  other  in  the  absurdity  of  thought  sufficient  for  our  condition,  our  own 
dlMr  ooostitittkns,  and  the  oppression  which  natural  reason,  which  rejecting  both  in  human 
tbsy  make  their  siidbjects  endure.  Take  them  and  divine  things,  we  have  given  our  necks  to 
iBder  what  fcrm  you  [dease,  they  are  in  effect  the  ycke  of  political  and  theological  slavery, 
bat  a  despotism,  and  they  &11,  both  in  effect  and  We  have  renounced  the  prerogative  of  man, 
lipearanfMi  too,  after  a  very  short  period,  into  and  it  is  no  w(»ider  that  we  should  be  treated 
<liat  cruel  and  detestable  species  of  tyranny;  like  beasts.  But  our  misery  is  much  greater 
which  I  ladMV  ctJl  it,  because  we  have  been  than  theirs^  as  the  crime  we  commit  in  reject- 


89  ymDlGATION  OF  NATURAL  BOCIETY. 

ing  the  lawftd«knifailoaofoi]r  reason  is  greater  or  Iban  the  present  age,  wfth  oor  present  pif- 

tfaan  any  i>^ch  they  can  commit.    If  after  all,  sions,  can  possibly  pretend  to.    For  my  part, 

you  eAuHild  confess  all  these  things,  yet  plead  Iquit  it  without  a  sigh,  and  submit  to  the  sov^ 

the  necessity  of  political  institutions,  weak  and  reign  order  without  mnrmtaring.    The  nearer 

wicked  as  diey  are,  I  can  argue  widi  equal,  we  apfHroach  to  the  goal  of  life,  the  better  we 

pertiaps  superiour  force  concerning  the  neces-  begin  to  understand  die  true  Tahie  of  our  ezi»> 

sity  of  artificial  religion ;  and  every  step  you  tenco,  and  the  real  weight  <^  our  opinions, 

advance  in  your  argument,  you  add  a  strength  We  set  out  much  in  love  with  both ;  but  we 

tomine.    So  that  if  we  are  reserved  to  submit  leave  much  behind  us«as  we  advance.    We 

our  reason  and  our  liberty  to  civil  usurpati<m,  first  throw  away  the  tales  along  with  theratdes 

we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  confonn  as  quiet-  of  our  nurses;  those  of  the  priest  keep  their 

ly  as  we  can  to  the  vulgar  notions  which  are  hold  a  little  kmger ;  those  of  our  govenxmn 

connected  with  this,  aikd  take  up  the  theology  the  longest  di  a&.    But  the  passions  which 

of  the  vulgar  as  well  as  their  politics.    But  if  prop  these  opinions  are  withchrawn  CNie  after 

we  think  this  necessity  rather  imaginary  than  another;  and  the  cool  light  of  Teason  at  the 

real,  we  should  renounce  their  dr^uns  of  so-  settiog  of  our  life,  shews  us  what  a  false 

detj,  together  with  their  visions  of  religion,  splendour  played  upon  these  objects  during  our 

and  vindicate  ourselves  into  perfect  liberty.  more  sanguine  seasons.    Happy,  my  Lord,  if 

You  are,  my  Lord,  but  just  entering  into  the  instructed  by  my  ezp^ience,  ajxl  even  by  my 

world ;  I  am  going  out  d[  it.    I  have  played  errours,  you  come  early  to  make  sudi  an  esti- 

long  enough  to  be  heartily  tired  of  the  drama,  mate  of  things,  as  may  give  freedom  and  ease 

Whether  I  have  acted  my  part  in  it  well  or  ill,  to  your  life.    I  am  Imppy  that  such  an  esti- 

posterity  will  judge  with  more  candour  than  I,  mate  proouBes  me  comfort  at  my  death. 
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PREFACE. 


I  HATE  endeavoured  to  make  this  editioii  of  our  nature  bindi  uito  a  strictlaw  aud  veiy 

something  more  fuQ  and  satisfactory  than  the  narrow  limity.    We  ou^^t  afterwards  to  re- 

frsL    I  have  sought  with  the  utmost  care,  and  examine  the  principles  by  the  effect  of  th« 

read  with  ecpial  attention,  every  thing  which  con^fKXBition,  as  well  as  the  con^xwiticxi  by  that 

has  appeared  in  public  against  my  opinions ;  I  of  the  principles.    We  ought  to  compare  our 

have  taken  advantage  of  the  candid  liberty  of  subject  with  things  of  a  similar  nature,  and 

my  firieods ;  and  if  by  these  means  I  have  been  even  with  things  of  a  contrary  nature  ;  for 

better  enabled  to  discover  the  imperfections  discoveries  may  be  and  oflen  are  made  by  the 

of  the  work,  the  indulgence  it  has  received,  contrast,  which  woukl  escape  us  on  the  single 

imperfect  as  it  was,  furnished  me  with  a  new  view.  The  greater  number  of  the  comparisons 

motive  to  spare  no  reasonable  pains  for  its  we  make,  the  more  general  and  the  more  certain 

improvem^t.    Thou^  I  have  not  found  suffi*  our  knowledge  is  l£e  to  prove,  as  built  upon  a 

cient  reason,  or  what  appeared  to  me  sufficient,  more  extensive  and  perfect  induction. 

far  making  any  matMial  change  in  my  theory,  If  an  inquiry  thus  carefully  conducted,  shoidd 

I  have  found  it  necessary  in  numy  places  to  fail  at  last  of  discovering  the  truth,  it  may 

eeqilain,  illustrate,  and  enforce   it.     I  have  answer  an  end  perhaps  as  useful,  in  discovering 

prefixed  an  iatreduetory  discourse  coQcenuBn  to  us  the  weakness  of  our  own  understanding. 

Tasle:  it  is  a  matter  curious  in  itsdf ;  and  it  If  it  do^  not  make  us  knowio|;,  it  may  malM 

leads  naturally  enough  to  the  principal  inquiry,  us  modest.    If  it  dees  not  preserve  us  firom 

This,  with  the  other  explanations,  has  made  errour,  it  may  at  least  from  the  spirit  of  errour ; 

the  work  considerably  larger ;  and  by  increas-  and  may  make  us  cautious  of  prcmouncing  with 

ing  its  bulk  has,  I  am  afraid,  added  to  its  faults ;  positiveness  or  with  haste,  when  so  much  labour 

■0  that,  notwithstanding  all  my  attention,  it  may  end  in  so  much  uncertainty, 

may  stand  in  need  of  a  yet  greater  share  of  in-  I  could  wish  that  in  examining  this  theory, 

diligence  than  it  required  at  its  first  appearance,  the  same  method  were  pursued  which  I  endea- 

They  who  are  accustomed  to  studies  of  this  voured  to  observe  in  formiag  it.    The  objeo- 

nature  will  expect,  and  they  will  allow  too  for  tions,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  proposed, 

many  faults.    They  know  that  many  of  the  either  to  the  several  principles  as  they  are 

objects  of  our  inquiry  are  in  themselves  ob-  distinctly  considered,  or  to  the  justness  of  the 

scure  and  intricate ;  and  that  many  others  have  conclusion  which  is  drawn  from  them.    But  it 

been  rendered  so  by  affected  refinements  or  false  is  common  to  pass  over  both  the  premises  and 

learning ;  they  kiH>w  that  there  are  many  im-  conclusion  in  silence,  and  to  produce  as  an 

pediments  in  the  subject,  in  the  prejudices  of  objection,  some  poetical  passage  which  does 

others,  and  even  in  our  own,  that  render  it  a  not  seem  easily  accounted  for  upon  the  princi« 

matter  of  no  small  difficulty  to  shew  in  a  clear  pies  I  endeavour  to  establish.    This  manner 

light  the  genuine  face  of  nature.    They  know  of  proceeding  I  should  think  very  improper, 

t^  whilst  the  mind  is  intent  on  the  general  The  task  wouki  be  infinite,  if  we  could  esta- 

scheme  of  things,  some  particular  parts  must  blish  no  principle  until  we  had  previously  un- 

be  neglected ;  Siat  we  must  oflen  submit  the  ravelled  ihe  complex  texture  of  every  image 

style  to  the  matter,  and  frequently  give  up  the  or  description  to  be  found  in  poets  and  orators, 

praise  of  elegance,  satisfied  with  being  clear.  And  though  we  should  never  be  able  to  reconcile 

The  characters  of  nature  are  legible,  it  is  the  effect  of  such  images  to  our  principles,  this 

true ;  but  they  are  not  plain  enough  to  enable  can  never  overturn  the  theory  itself,  whilst  it  is 

those  who  run,  to  read  them.    We  must  make  founded  on  certain  and  indisputable  facts.    A 

uae  <^  a  cautious,  I  had  aknost  said,  a  timorous  theory  founded  on  experiment,  and  not  assumed, 

method  of  proceeding.    We  must  not  attempt  is  always  good  for  so  much  as  it  explains.    Our 

to  fly,  when  we  can  scarcely  pretend  to  creep,  inability  to  push  it  indefinitely  is  no  argument 

In  considering  any  complex  matter,  we  ought  to  at  all  against  it.    This  inability  may  be  owing 

examine  every  distinct  ingredient  in  the  com-  to  our  ignorance  of  some  necessary  medium$; 

position,  one  by  one ;  and  reduce  every  thing  to  a  want  of  proper  application ;  to  many  other 

to  the  utmost  simplicity ;  since  the  condition  causes  besides  a  defect  in  the  principles  w« 
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tmfHoy.     In  retlityi  the  eubject  reqoirM  a  in  it    Tho  ow  of  mxh  inqoirieB  may  be  rerf 

much  doter  attention,  than  we  dare  claim  fi?oin  considerable.  Whaterer  tunia  the  soul  inward 

our  manner  of  treating  it.  on  itadf,  tends  to  concenter  its  forces,  and  to  fit 

If  it  should  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  it  for  greater  and  stronger  flights  of  science, 

work,  I  must  caution  the  reader  against  ima-  By  looking  urto  physical  causes,  our  miods 

gining  that  I  intended  a  full  dissertation  oa  are  opened  and  enlarged ;  and  in  this  pursuit, 

die  Sublime  and  Beautiful.    My  inquiry  went  whether  we  take  or  whether  we  lose  our  game, 

no  &rther  than  to  the  origin  of  these  ideas,  the  chace  is  certainly  of  service.    Cicero,  true 

If  the  qualities  which  I  have  ranged  under  as  he  was  to  the  academie  phikwophy,  and 

the  head  of  the  Sublime  be  all  found  consistent  consequently  led  to  reject  the  certainty  of 

with  eadi  other,  and  all  different  from  those  physical,  as  of  erery  other  kind  of  knowledge, 

which  I  place  under  the  head  of  beauty ;  and  yet  freely  confesses  its  great  importance  to  dw 

if  those  which  compose  die  class  of  the  Beau-  human  understanding ;  "  £m  animurum  nge- 

tiful  have  the  same  consistmcy  with  them-  niorwnque  noitrarum  nuturtde  q[mod  dam  quad 

selves,  and  the  same  opposition  to  those  which  pabulum  eonnderatio  omUmfia6oqm  nofsm.'* 

are  classed  under  the  denomination  (^Sublime,  If  we  can  direct  the  lights  we  derive  from 

I  am  in  little  pain  whether  any  body  chooses  to  such  exalted  speculations,  upon  the  faambkr 

foQow  the  name  I  give  them  or  not,  provided  fiekl  of  the  imagination,  ^diflst  we  investigate 

he  allows  that  what  I  dispose  under  different  the  springs,  and  trace  the  coursee  of  oar  paiH 

heads  are  in  reality  diflTerent  things  in  nature,  sions,  we  may  not  only  communicate  to  die 

The  use  I  make  of  the  words  may  be  blamed,  taste  a  sort  df  philosophical  solidity,  hiA  we 

as  too  confined  or  too  extended ;  my  meaning  may  reflect  back  on  the  severer  sciences  some 

cannot  weU  be  misunderstood.  of  flie  graces  and  elegancies  of  taste,  wkfaoot 

To  conclude;  whatever  progress  may  be  whidi the greatest^'prc&ieDCjifttfaQse sciences 

made  towards  the  discovery  of  truth  in  this  will  always  have  the  appearaaoe  of  MmstfaiBg 

matter,  I  do  not  repent  the  pains  I  have  taken  iHibersL 
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ON  TASTE. 


On  a  8iiper6cial  view,  we  may  seem  to  diS-  the  imagination  is  not  affected  acoordmg  to 

fer  very  widely  firom  eadi  other  in  our  rea8<N>-  some  invariable  and  certain  laws,  our  labour  is 

ings,  and  no  less  in  our  pleasures:  but,  not-  like  to  be  employed  to  very  little  purpose ;  as  it 

vrithstanding  this  difference,  which  I  think  to  must  be  judged  an  useless,  if  not  an  absurd 

be  rather  apparent  than  real,  it  is  probable  that  undertaking,  to  lay  down  rules  for  caprice,  and 

the  standard  both  of  reasmi  and  tasto  is  the  to  set  up  for  a  legislator  of  whims  wad  fancies, 

same  in  all  human  creatures.    For  if  there  The  term  taste,   like   all  other  figurative 

were  not  some  principles  of  judgment  as  well  terms,  is  not  extremely  accurate ;  the  thing 

as  of  sentiment  common  to  all  mankind,  no  which  we  understand  by  it,  is  far  from  a  simple 

hold  could  possibly  be  taken  either  on  their  and  determinate  idea  in  the  minds  of  most 

reason  or  their  passi(»s,  sufficient  to  maintain  men,  and  it  is  therefore  liable  to  uncertainty 

the  ordinary  correspondence  of  life.    It  ap-  and  confusicm.    I  have  no  great  opinion  of  a 

pears  inde«l  to  be  generally  admowledged,  definition,  the  celebrated  remedy  for  the  cure 

that  with  regard  to  truth  and  falsehood  there  is  of  this  disorder.     For  when  we  define,  we 

something  foced.    We  find  people  in  their  dis-  seem  in  danger  of  circumscribing  nature  with- 
putes  continually  appealing  to  certain  tests  and  ,  in  the  bounds  of  our  own  notions,  which  we 

standards,  which  are  allowed  on  all  sides,  and  often  take  up  by  hazard,  or  eml»nce  on  trust, 

are  supposed  to  be  established  in  our  common  or  form  out  of  a  limited  and  partial  considers^ 

nature.    But  there  is  not  the  same  obvious  tion  of  the  object  before  us,  instead  of  extend- 

concurrence  in  any  uniform  or  settled  princi-  ing  our  ideas  to  take  in  all  that  nature  compre- 

pies  which  relate  to  taste.    It  is  even  common-  hends,  according  to  her  manner  of  combining, 

ly  supposed  that  this  delicate  and  atrial  faculty,  We  are  limited  in  our  inquiry  by  the  strict 

wfaidi  seems  too  volatile  to  endure  even  the  laws  to  which  we  have  submitted  at  our  setting 

chains  of  a  definiticm,  cannot  be  properly  tried  out. 

by  any  test,  nor  regulated  by  any  standard.        q-^^  ^Ugm  patulumque  morablmur 

There  is  so  ccmtinual  a  call  for  the  exercise  of  orbem, 

the  reasoning  faculty,  and  it  is  so  much  strength-  Unde  pudor  proferre  pedem  vetat  aut  operis 

ened  by  perpetoal  contention,  that  certain  max-  *°^* 

ims  of  right  reason  seem  to  be  tacitly  settled  A  definition  may  be  very  exact,  and  yet  go 

among  the  most  ignorant.    The  learned  have  but  a  very  little  way  towards  informing  us  €£ 

improved  on  this  rude  science,  and  reduced  the  nature  of  the  thing  defined ;  but  let  the  vir- 

those  maxims  into  a  system.    If  taste  has  not  tue  of  a  definition  be  what  it  will,  in  the  order 

been  so  ha{^ily  cultivated,  it  was  not  that  the  of  things,  it  seems  rather  to  follow  than  to  pre- 

subject  was  baurren,  but  that  the  labourers  were  cede  our  inquiry,  of  which  it  ought  to  be  consi- 

few  or  negligent ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  there  dered  as  the  result.    It  must  be  acknowledged 

are  not  the  same  interesting  motives  to  impel  that  the  methods  of  disquisition  and    teach- 

us  to  fix  the  one,  which  urge  us  to  ascertain  ing  may  be  sometimes  different,  and  on  very 

the  other.    And  after  all,  if  men  differ  in  their  good  reason  imdoubtedly ;  but  for  my  part,  I 

opinion  concerning  such  matters,  their  differ-  am  ccmvinced  that  the    method  of  teaching 

race  is  not  attended  with  the  same  important  which  approaches  most  nearly  to  the  method  of 

consequences ;  else  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  investigation,  is  incomparably  the  best ;  since, 

the  logic  of  taste,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex-  not  content  with  serving  up  a  few  barren  and 

pression,  mi^t  very  possibly  be  as  well  digest-  lifeless  truths,  it  leads  to  the  stock  on  which 

ed,  and  we  might  come  to  discuss  matters  of  they  grew  ;  it  tends  to  set  the  reader  himself 

this  nature  with  as  much  certeinty,  as  those  in  the  track  of  invention,  and  to  direct  him 

which  seem  more  immediately  within  the  pro*  into  those  paths  in  which  the  author  has  made 

vince  of  mere  reason.    And  indeed,  it  is  very  his  own  discoveries,  if  he  should  be  so  happy 

necessary,  at  the  entrance  into  such  an  inquiry  as  to  have  made  any  that  are  valuable, 

as  oar  present,  to  make  this  point  as  clear  as  But  to  cut  offi  all  pretence  for  cavilling,  I 

poarible ;  for  if  taste  has  no  fixed  principleSi  if  mean  by  the  word  Taste  no  more  than  that 
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bculty  or  thoM  ikcuhiat  oTUm  mind,  which  regmrd to pleuora  aiiil pain.    Tbejal 
•re  affactad  with,  or  which  form  a  judgment  of,  in  calling  iwceHieM  pVwaant,  and  aooniea  wai 
Ihfl  works  f>r  imagination  and  the  alegaat  arts,  bitteraeaa  oi^ileanDL    Here  dwre  k  aodiffcv> 
Thif  id,  I  tliink,  the  m^Mt  general  idea  of  that  aity  in  their  sentiments ;  and  that  there  amtf 
word,  and  wliat  is  the  leant  connected  withanjr  appears  fully  finom  the  oooaent  of  aU  menktfai 
particular  theory.  And  my  |K>int  in  tliis  inquiry  met^ihors  which  are  taken  fiom  the  sense  of 
is,  tft  find  wlieiher  there  aro  any  principles,  taste.    A  sour  ten^ier,  bitter  expnanauij  hit- 
on  which  tlie  imaj{ination  iii  afTccted,  so  com-  ter  curses,  a  bitter  fkte,  are  terms  wefl  and 
UMJti  to  all,  n»  gnxindud.aiid  certain,  as  to  sup-  strongly  understood  bj  alL    And  we  are  aluh 
ply  tlie  means  of  reajtoning  satisiactorily  about  gether  as  well  undentood  when  we  say,  a 
tliem.    And  such  priiK:i|>les  of  taste  I  liuicy  sweet  disposition,  a  sweet  penoo,  a  street 
tlit;r«  are  ;  howevrr  paradi>xiral  it  may  seem  condition,  and  the  like.    It  is  wifeased,  that 
iff  thiMit,  who  on  a  nuiierficial  view  imagine,  custom  and  some  other  causes,  have  Bids 
tlwi  ^u'.rn  is  m<}  great  adivumity  of  tastes,  both  many  deviations  fixxn  the  natural  pfcismea  or 
in  kiml  aiul  di'gren,  tliat  nothing  can  be  more  pains  which  bdong  to  these  several  tastes; 
indtttnnninate.  but  then  the  power  of  digtingiiiahing  between 
All  the  luUural  {Kiwers  in  man,  which  I  the  natural  and  the  acquired  reJIab  remains  to 
kn/iw,  tltat  are  aMvnnant  about  external  ob-  the  very  last.    AmanireqaealfyoonMstoiie- 
JM:ts,  arn  tlie  stmses ;  the  imagination ;  and  for  the  taste  cf  tobacco  to  that  off  sugar,  and 
Qm  jivlgmttnt.    And  firiit  with  regard  to  the  the  flavour  of  vinegar  to  that  of  milk ;  bat  this 
snniH'N.     Wit  do  and  we  roust  suppose,  that  as  makes  no  confusion  in  tastes,  iriiflst  he  is 
tlin  <'^Mir>rnuitiiiii  of  tlmir  organs  are  nearly  or  sensible  that  the  tobacco  and  vinegar  are  not 
alti>g«tlurr  tho  Muiiu  in  all  men,  so  the  manner  sweet,  and  whilst  he  knows  that  h^t  akns 
of  (loriMiiving  external  objects  is  in  all  men  the  has  reconciled  his  palate  to  these  alien  plet- 
same,  liT  with  little  difl*ert'nco.    Wo  are  satis-  sures.     Even  with  sath  a  person  we  may 
Aeil  that  wliat  a{ipcani  to  be  light  to  one  eye,  speak,  and  with  suflScient  precision,  eonoem- 
apiHiars  light  to  another;   that  what   seems  ing  tastes.    But  should  any  man  be fixmd  who 
swenl  to  one  palate,  is  sweet  to  another;  that  declares,  that  to  him  tobacco  has  a  taste  like 
what  IN  dark  oiul  bitter  to  tliis  man,  is  likewise  sugar,  and  that  he  cannot  «<i«*i»piirfi  between 
dark  anil  bitter  to  that ;  and  wo  conclude  in  mUk  and  vinegar;  or  that  tobacco  and  vinegar 
the  same  manner  of  great  and  little,  hard  and  aro  sweet,  milk  bitter,  and  sugar  sour;  we  im- 
•oft,  hot  and  cold,  rotigh  and  smcralli ;  and  in-  mediately  c(mclude  that  the  organs  of  this  man 
deeil  of  all  tite  natural  qualitieM  and  aflbctions  are  out  of  order,  and  that  his  palate  is  utterly 
of  bodies,     [f  we  suflfer  ourselves  to  imagine,  vitiated.    We  are  as  fiir  from  confiarring  with 
tlial  their  sonnes  present  to  different  men  dif^  such  a  person  upon  tastes,  as  from  reasoning 
fernnt  irnagoN  of  tilings,  this  sceptical  proceed-  concerning  the  relations  of  quantity  with  one 
ing  will  make  evory  sort  of  reasoning  on  every  who  should  deny  that  all  the  parts  tc^ther 
subject  vain  and  frivolous,  even  tliat  sceptical  were  equal  to  the  whde.    We  do  not  caQ  a 
reasoning  itself  which  had  persuaded  us  to  man  of  this  kind  wrong  in  his  notions,  hot  ab- 
entertain  a  doubt  concerning  the  agreement  of  solutely  mad.     Ezcepticms  of  this  sort,  in 
our  perceptions.    But  as  there  will  bo  little  either  way,  do  not  at  aD  impeach  our  general 
doubt  that  bodies  present  similar  images  to  the  rule,  nor  make  us  conclude  that  men  have  va- 
wholo  species,  it  must  necessarily  be  allowed,  rious  principles  concerning  die  relations  of 
that  the  pleasures  and  the  pains  which  every  quantity  or  the  taste  of  things.    So  that  when 
object  excites  in  one  man,  it  must  raise  in  all  it  is  said,  taste  cannot  be  disputed,  it  can  only 
mankind,  whilst  it  operates,  naturally,  simply,  mean,  that  no  one  can  strictly  answer  what 
and  by  its  proper  powers  only ;  for  if  we  deny  pleasure  or  pain  some  particulair  man  may  6nd 
this,  we  must  imagine  that  the  same  cause  from  the  taste  of  some  particular  thing.    This 
operating  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  subjects  indeed  cannot  be  disputed ;  but  we  may  dis- 
ofthe  same  kind,  will  produce  different  effects,  pute,  and  with  sufficient  clearness  too,  con- 
which  would  be  highly  absurd.    Let  us  first  ceming  the  things  which  are  naturally  pleas- 
consider  this  point  in  the  sense  of  taste,  and  ing  or  disagreeable  to  the  sense.    But  when 
the  rather  as  die  faculty  in  question  has  taken  we  talk  of  any  peculiar  or  acquired  relish,  then 
its  name  from  that  sense.    All  men  are  agreed  we  must  know  the  habits,  the  prejudices,  or 
to  call  vinegar  sour,  honey  sweet,  and  aloes  the  distempers  of  this  particular  man,  and  we 
bitter ;  and  as  they  are  aU  agreed  in  finding  must  draw  our  conclusion  firom  those, 
these  qualities  in  those  objects,  they  do  not  in  This  agreement  <^  mankind  is  not  confined 
the  least  difier  concerning  their  eiSects  with  to  the  taste  solely.    The  principle  of  pleasoie 
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daiTedfroBin^islliemBekian.  Light  k  ngidate  their  Mingi  wad  opinkttB  by  it. 
more  {^easing  th«n  darkness.  SumiiMri  when  Soppoee  one  who  had  so  vituited  his  palate  as 
die  earth  is  dad  in  green,  y^ea  the  heaTsas  to  take  mora  pleasure  in  the  taste  of  opium 
are  serene  and  bright,  is  more  agreeable  than  than  in  diat  of  butter  or  hsoey,  to  be  prieseot- 
winter,  when  every  thing  makes  a  differrat  ed  with  a  bdus  of  squiUs ;  there  is  hardly  any 
appearance.  I  never  remember  that  any  thing  dod>t  but  that  he  would  prefer  the  butter  or 
beantiful,  whether  a  man,  a  beast,  a  bird,  or  a  honey  to  this  nauseous  morsel,  or  to  any  other 
plant,  was  ever  shewn,  Aough  it  w«re  to  an  bitter  drug  to  which  he  had  not  been  aocus- 
linadred  people,  that  they  did  not  all  iramedi-  tomed ;  which  (Mroves  that  his  palate  was  nar 
ately  agree  that  it  was  beautiful,  though  some  tnrally  like  that  of  other  men  in  all  things,  that 
mi^t  hare  thou^t  that  it  fett  Stuart  of  their  it  is  still  like  the  palate  of  other  men  in  many 
expectation,  or  that  other  things  were  still  things,  and  only  vitiated  in  some  particular 
finer.  I  believe  no  man  thinks  a  goose  to  be  points.  For  m  judging  of  any  new  thing, 
more  beautiful  than  a  swan,  or  imagines  that  even  of  a  t&rte  similar  to  that  which  he  has 
evhat  they  call  a  Friedand  hen  excels  a  pe»-  been  fivmed  by  habit  to  like,  he  finds  his  palate 
eodc.  It  must  be  observed  too,  that  the  plea-  afiected  in  the  natural  nuumer,  and  on  the 
snrea  of  the  sight  are  not  near  so  comfdicated,  common  principles.  Thus  the  {Measure  of  all 
smd  cd^used,  and  altered  by  unnatural  habits  the  senses,  of  the  sight,  and  even  of  Jhe  taste, 
and  aasociatioos,  as  the  pleasures  of  the  taste  that  roost  ambiguous  of  the  senses,  is  the 
warn ;  because  the  pleasures  of  the  sight  more  same  in  all,  hi^  and  low,  learned  and  un- 
commonly acquiesce  in  themselves;  and  are  learned. 

not  so  o^n  altered  by  considerations  which  Besides  the  ideas,  with  Uieir  anaejced  pains 

are  inl^)endent  of  the  sight  itself.    But  things  and  pleasures,  whidi  are  presented  by  the 

do  net  spontaneously  i^esent  themseves  to  tba  sense  ;  the  mind  of  man  possesses  a  sort  dfcre- 

palate  as  ^y  do  to  the  sight ;  they  are  gene-  ative  pcnver  of  its  ovm ;  either  in  representing 

ffaDy  applied  to  k,  ei&er  as  food  or  as  medi-  at  pleasure  the  images  of  things  in  the  ordet 

cine ;  sImI  from  the  qualities  which  they  pos-  and  manner  in  wiuch  they  were  received  by 

aesa  fer  nutritive  or  medicinal  purposes,  they  the  senses,  or  ia  combining  those  images  m  a 

eften  form  die  palate  by  degrees,  and  by  force  new  manner,  and  according  to    a  different 

of  these  associations.    Thus  opium  is  pleas-  order.    This  power  is  oalled  imagination;  and 

i^  to  Turks,  on  account  ef  die  agreeaUe  de-  to  this  belongs  whatever  is  csllod  wit,  fancy, 

Krinm  it  produces.    Tobacco  is  the  delight  of  kikveation,  and  the  like.    But  it  must  be  ob- 

Dutehmen,  as  it  diffuses  a  torpor  and  pleasing  served,  that  this  power  of  the  imagination  is 

■tapefaetioB.     Fermented  spirits  please  our  incapable  of  producing  any  thing  absolutely 

coBMnen  people,  because  they  banish  care,  and  new ;  it  can  only  vary  the  disposition  of  those 

•H  oonsideratien  of  ilitnre  or  present  evik.  ideas  which  it  has  received  A-om  the  senses. 

All  ef  Uwse  wouki  lie  absohitely  neglected  if  Now  the  imagination  is  the  most  extensive 

their  properties  had  originaliy  gone  no  further  province  of  pleasure  and  pain,  as  it  is  the  re- 

timn  the  taste ;  but  aU  these,  together  with  tea  gion  of  our  fears  and  our  hopes,  and  of  all  our 

•od  coffee,  and  seme  other  things,  have  passed  passions  that  are  connected  with  them;  and 

from  the  apothecary's  shop  to  our  tables,  and  whatever  is  cakTulated  to  a&ct  the  imagina- 

were  taken  for  health  long  before  they  were  tion  with  diese  commanding  ideas,  by  force  c^ 

thon^  of  for  pleasure.     The  effect  of  the  any  wiginal  natural  impression,  must  have  the 

dn^  has  made  us  use  it  fiequently ;  and  fre-  same  power  pretty  equedly  over  all  men.    For 

qoent  use,  coaibiaed  with  the  agreeable  effect,  since  the  imagination  is  only  the  representa- 

has  made  the  taste  itself  at  last  agreeable,  tion  of  the  senses,  it  can  onlv  be  pleased  or 

Bat  tins  does  not  in  the  least  per]^x  our  rea-  displeased  with  the  images,  bom  the  same 

sonnig ;  because  we  «i?ftingittah  to  the  last  the  principle  on  which  the  sense  is  pleased  or  dis- 

acqnired  from  the  aafeural  relish.    In  deseri-  i^eased  with  the  realities ;  and  consequently 

bing  the  taste  of  an  unknown  firuit,  yea  would  there  must  be  just  as  close  an  agreement  in  tbo 

•catcely  aay  that  it  had  a  sweet  aiMl  pleasant  imaginations  as  in  the  senses  of  men.    A  lit- 

flavour  tike  tobacco,  opium,  or  garlic,  although  tie  attention  will  convince  us  that  this  must  c^ 

you  spoke  to  those  vi4o  were  in  the  constant  necesiaty  be  the  case. 

use  of  tfiese  drugs,  and  had  great  pleasure  in  But  in  the  imagination,  besides  the  pain  or 

Aem.    There  is  in  all  men  a  sufficient  re-  pleasure  arising  from  the  properties  of  the 

membraace  of  tba  original  nataral  causes  of  natural  object,  a  pleasure  is  perceived  from 

pleasure,  to  enaUe  than  to  faring  all  things  o^  the  resen^lance,  which  the  imitation  has  to 

ftred  to  their  senaw  to  that  tttMX^n^  and  to  the  origiaal:  the  imagination,  I  conceivei  can 
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haye  no  pleasure  but  what  renihs  from  one  or  dieir  knovvledge  of  the  thingii  represented  «r 
other  oT  these  causes.    And  these  causes  ope-  compared   extends.     The  principle   o£  this 
rate  pretty  uniformly  upon  all  men,  because  knowledge  is  very  much  accidental,  as  it  de- 
they  operate  by  principles  in  nature,  and  which  pends  upon  experience  and  observation,  and 
are  not  derived  from  any  particular  habits  or  not  on  the  strength  or  weakness  of  any  natural 
advantages.    Mr.  Locke  very  justly  and  finely  faculty ;  and  it  is  from  this  difference  in  know- 
observes   of  wit,  that  it  is   chiefly  amver*  ledge,  that  what  we  commonly,  though  with  no 
sant  in  tracing   resemblances  :   he  remarks  great  exactness,  call  a  difference  in  taste  pr»- 
at  the  same  time,  that  tiie  business  of  judg-  ceeds.   A  man  to  wbcHn  sculpture  is  new,  sees 
ment  is  rather  in  finding  differences.    It  may  a  barber's  block,  or  some  ordinary  piece  of  st»- 
perhaps   appeur,    on   this   supposition,   that  tuaiy ;  he  is  immediately  struck  wad  {leased, 
there  is  no  material  distincti<m  between  the  wit  because  he  sees  something  like  an  human 
and  the  judgment,  as  they  both  seem  to  result  figure ;  and,  entirely  taken  t^  with  this  Uke- 
fi^m  different  operations  of  the  same  fiiculty  ness,  he  does  not  at  all  attend  to  its  defects, 
of  eonqKpring,     But  in  reality,  whether  they  No  person,  I  believe,  at  the  first  time  of  seeing 
are  or  are  not  dependant  on  the  same  power  dt  a  piece  of  imitation  ever  did.     Some  time 
the  mind,  they  dmer  so  very  materially  in  many  albsr ,  we  suppose  thiU  this  novice  lights  upon  a 
respects,  that  a  perfect  union  of  wit  and  judg-  more  artificial  work  of  the  same  nature ;  he 
ment  is  one  of  the  rarestthings  in  tiie  world,  now  begins  to  look  with  contempt  on  what  be 
When  two  distinct  objects  are  unlike  to  each  admired  at  first;  not  that  he  admired  it  even 
other,  it  is  only  what  we  expect ;  things  are  in  then  for  its  unlikeness  to  a  man,  but  fer  that 
their  common  way ;  and  therefore  they  make  general  though  inaccurate  resemblance  whidi 
no  impression  on  the  imagination:  but  when  it  bore  to  the  human  figure.    What  he  admired 
two  distinct  objects  have  a  resemblance,  we  are  at  different  times  in  these  so  different  figures,  is 
struck,  we  attend  to  them,  and  we  are  pleased,  strictly  the  same ;  and  though  his  knowledge  is 
The  mind  of  man  has  naturally  a  far  greater  improved,  his  taste  is  not  altered.  Hitherto  his 
alacrity  and  satisfaction  in  tracing  resemblances  mistake  was  firom  a  want  o£  knowledge  in  art, 
than  in  searching  for  differences :  because  by  and  this  arose  from  his  inexperience ;  but  he 
making  resemblances  we  produce  new  images ;  may  be  still  deficient  fitxn  a  want  of  knowledge 
we  unite,  we  create,  we  enlarge  our  stock ;  but  in  nature.    For  it  is  possible  that  the  man  in 
in  making  distinctions  we  offer  no  food  at  all  to  question  may  stop  here,  and  that  the  master- 
the  imagination ;  the  task  itself  is  more  severe  piece  of  a  great  hand  may  please  him  no  mora 
and  irksiMne,  and  what  pleasure  we  derive  fix>m  than  die  middling  performance    of  a  vulgar 
it  is  something  of  a  negative  and  indirect  nature,  artist ;  and  this  not  for  want  of  better  or  higher 
A  piece  of  news  is  told  me  in  the  mohiing;  relish,  but  because  all  men  donot  observe  widi 
this,  merely  as  a  piece  of  news,  as  a  fact  added  suflicient  accuracy  on  the  human  figure  to  on- 
to my  stock,  gives  me  some  pleasure.    In  the  able  them  to  judge  (voperly  of  an  imitation  of  it. 
evening  I  find  there  was  nothing  in  it.    What  And  that  the  critical  taste  does  not  dtpeod 
do  I  gain  by  this,  but  the  dissatisfiu:tion  to  find  upon  a  superiour  principle  in  men,  but  upon 
tlj^  I  have  been  imposed  upon?    Hence  it  is  superiour  knowledge,  may  s^pear  from  several 
that  men  are  much  more  naturally  mdined  to  instances.    The  story  of  ^e  antient  painter 
belief  than  to  incredulity.    And  it  is  upon  this  and  the  shoemaker  is  very  well  known.     The 
principle,  that  the  most  ignorant  and  barbarous  sho«nakor  set  the  painter  right  with  regard  to 
nations  have  firequently  excelled  in  similitudes,  some  mistakes  he  had  made  in  the  shoe  of  one 
comparisons,  metaphors,  and  allegories,  who  of  his  figures,  and  which  the  painter,  who  had 
have  been  weak  and  badcward  in  distinguish-  not  made  such  accurate  observations  on  shoes, 
ing  and  sorting  their  ideas.    And  it  is  for  a  and  was  content  with  a  general  resemblance, 
reason  of  this  kind,  that  Homer  and  the  orien-  had  never  observed.  But  this  was  no  impeacb- 
tal  writers,  though  very  fond  of  similitudes,  and  ment  to  the  taste  of  the  painter ;  it  only  shew- 
though  they  often  strike  out  such  as  are  truly  ed  some  want  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of 
admirable,   seldom  take  care  to  have  them  making  shoes.  Let  us  imagine,  that  an  anato 
exact ;  that  is,  they  are  taken  with  the  general  mist  had  come  into  the  painter's  working^room. 
resemblance,  they  paint  it  strongly,  and  they  His  piece  is  in  general  well  done,  the  figure  in 
take  no  notice  of  the  difference  which  may  be  question  in  a  gcKxi  attitude,  and  the  parts  well 
found  between  the  things  compared.  adjusted  to  their  various  movements ;  yet  die 
Now,  as  the  pleasure  of  resemblance  is  that  anatomist,  critical  in  his  art,  may  observe  the 
which  principally  flatters  the  imagination,  all  swell  of  some  muscle  not  quite  just  in  the  pe- 
men  are  nearly  equal  in  this  point,  as  fiv  as  culiar  action  of  the  figure.    Here  the  anaUK 


ON  TASTE.  41 

imst  obMrres  yi^mi  die  paiBter  hid  not  observe-  the'coMt  of  Bohemia:  wholly  taken  up  with 

«d ;  and  he  passes  by  what  the  shoemaker  had  so  interesting  an  event,  and  only  solicitous  for 

remarked.     But  a  want  of  the  last  critical  the  fate  of  his  hero,  he  is  not  in  the  least 

knowledge  in  anatomy  no  more  reflected  on  the  trouUed  at  this  extravagant  Uunder.    For  why 

natural  good  taste  ^  the  painter,  or  of'  any  should  he  be  shocked  at  a  shipwreck  on  the 

common  observer  of  his  piece,  than  the  want  coast  of  Bohemia,  who  does  not  know  but  that 

«f  an  exact  knowledge  in  the  formation  of  a  Bohemia  may  be  an  island  in  the  Atlantic 

ahoe.     A  6ne  piece  <^«  decollated  head  of  St.  ocean  ?  and  after  all,  what  reflection  is  this  on 

John  the  Baptist  was  shewn  to  a  Turkish  em-  the  natural   good   taste  of  the  person  here 

jperoor;  he  praised  many  things,  but  he  observed  supposed? 

«fie  defect;  he  observed  that  Uie  skin  did  not  So  far  then  as  taste  bel(»igs  to  the  imagina- 

abrink  from  the  wounded  part  of  the  neck,  tion,  its  principle  is  the  same  in  all  men ;  there 

The  sultan  on  this  occasi<m,  though  his  obser-  is  no  difference  in  the  manner  of  their  being 

vatioD  was  very  just,  discovered  no  more  nar  afiected,  nor  in  the  causes  of  the  affection ; 

tnral  taste  than  the  painter  who  executed  this  but  in  the  degree  there  is  a  difference,  which 

piece,  or  than  a  thousand  European  connois-  arises  from  two  causes  principally ;  either  from 

•euTB,  yriM  probably  never  would  have  made  a  greater  degree  (^natural  sensibiUty,  or  from 

the  same  observation.    His  Turicish  majesty  adoserandlonger  attention  to  the  object.   To 

iiad  indeed  been  well  acquainted  with  that  ter-  illustrate  this  by  the  procedure  of  the  senses, 

lible  spectade,  vHiich  the  others  could  only  in  which  the  same  difference  is  found,  let  us 

have  represented  in  their  imagination.    On  suppose  a  very  smooth  marble  table  to  be  set 

the  subject  of  their  dislike  there  is  a  difference  before  two  men;  they  both  perceive  it  to  be 

between  ail  these  people,  arising  from  the  dif.  smooth,  and  they  are  both  pleased  with  it  be- 

ferent  kinds  and  degrees  of  their  knowledge ;  cause  ckT  this  quality.   So  &r  they  agree.   But 

but  there  is  something  in  common  to  the  pain-  suppose  another,  and  after  that  another  taUe, 

ter,  the  shoemaker,  the  anatomist,  and  the  Tup-  the  latter  still  smoother  than  the  former,  to  be 

idA  tmperaur,  the  pleasure  arising  fipom  a  na-  set  before  them.    It  is  now  very  probable  that 

toral  object,  so  far  as  each  perceives  it  juslty  these  men,  who  are  so  agreed  upon  what  is 

imitated  ;  the  satisfaction  in  seeing  an  agree-  smooth,  and  in  the  pleasure  from  thence,  will 

able  figure ;  the  sympi^y  proceeding  from  a  disagree  when  they  come  to  settle  which  table 

striking  andaflleeting  incident.   So  far  as  taste  has  the  advantage  in  point  of  polish.    Here  is 

is  natnral,  it  is  nearly  common  to  all.  indeed  the  great  difference  between  tastes, 

In  poetry,  and  other  pieces  of  imagination,  when  men  come  to  compare  the  excess  cur  dimi- 

tiie  same  parity  may  be  observed.    It  is  true,  nution  of  things  which  are  judged  by  degree 

that  one  man  is  channed  with  Don  Bellianis,  and  not  by  measure.    Nor  is  it  easy,  when 

and  reads  Virgil  coldly :    whilst  another  is  such  a  diffwence  arises,  to  settle  the  point,  if 

transported  with  the  Eneid,  and  leaves  Don  the  excess  or  diminution  be  not  glaring.    If  we 

Beflianis  to  diiUren.    These  two  men  seem  differ  in  opinion  about  two  quantities,  we  can 

to  have  a  taste  very  different  from  each  other ;  have  recourse  to  a  common  measure,  which 

bat  in  fibct  ^y  differ  very  little.   In  both  these  may  decide  thequesti(xi  with  the  utmost  ex- 

pieces,  which  iB^ire  such  opposite  sentiments,  actness;  and  this,  I  take  it,   is  what  gives 

a  tale  exciting  admiration  is  told  ;  both  are  full  mathematical  knowledge  a  greater  certainty 

cf  action,  both  are  passionate ;  in  both  are  voy-  than  any  other.   But  in  things  whose  excess  is 

ages,  battles,  triinnphs,  and  continual  changes  not  judged  by  greater  w  nnaUer,  as  smoothness 

of  fortune.    The  admirer  of  Don  BeUianis  and  roughness,  hardness  and  sofbie6s,darimess 

perhaps  does  not  understand  the  refined  Ian-  and  light,  the  shades  of  colours,  all  these  are 

gnage  of  the  Eneid,  ndbo,  if  it  was  degraded  very  easily  distinguished  when  the  difference 

nto  the  style  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  might  is  any  way  cMisideraUe,  but  not  when  it  is 

feel  it  in  all  its  energy,  on  the  same  princif^  minute,  for  want  of  some  common  measures, 

which  made  him  an  admirer  of  Don  BeUianis.  which  perhaps  may  never  come  to  be  dis- 

In  his  fiivourite  author  he  is  not  shocked  covered.    In  these  nice  cases,  supposing  the 

widi  the  oontinual  breadiea  of  probability,  acuteness  of  the  sense   equal,  the   greater 

tile  oonfiision  of  tiroes,  die  c^ences  against  attention  and  habit  in  such  things  will  have  the 

■mnners,  die  trampling  upon  geography ;  for  advantage.    In  the  question  about  the  tables, 

be  knows  nothing  of  geography  and  dirondogy,  the  maiiile«polisher  will  unquestionabfy  de- 

•nd  he  has  never  examined  the  grounds  of  pro<  termine  the  most  accurately.    But  notwitb* 

babiUtf.    He  perhaps  reads  of  a  shipwreok  on  standing  this  want  of  a  commoQ  measure  tor 


4t  mTROmJCTION. 

fettling  many  dispcrtM  relatiw  to  the  MOMei,  tfaawfew  then  is  a  wrfficieiut  fctmdatioa  fcrt 
and  their  representative  the  imagination,  we  ooockinTe  reaaoninf  on  tfaeae  mattan. 
find  that  the  principles  are  the  same  in  all,  and  Whilst  we  cooaider  taste  aierely  tteeofdiag 
that  there  is  no  disagreement  until  we  come  to  to  its  natmv  and  species,  we  shall  find  its  prittp 
examine  into  the  pre-eminence  or  difference  of  ciples  entirely  oniferm  ;  but  the  degree  ia 
tfiings,  which  brings  us  within  the  prorince  of  which  these  principles  prevail,  10  the  sevenl 
the  judgment.  individuals  of  mankind,  is  aHogetber  as  difer^ 
So  long  as  we  are  conversant  with  the  sen-  ent  as  the  principles  themsehres  are  similn; 
siMe  qualities  of  things,  hardly  any  more  than  For  sensibility  snd  judgment,  whidi  are  die 
the  imagination  seems  concerned ;  little  more  qualities  that  compose  vdiat  we  commoolj  cdl 
also  than  the  imagination  seems  concerned  a  ta$te,  vary  exceedingly  in  various  people, 
when  the  passions  are  represented,  because  l^  From  a  defect  in  the  former  of  these  qualities, 
the  force  of  natural  sympathy  they  are  felt  in  arises  a  want  of  taste  ;  a  weakness  in  the  lat- 
all  men  without  any  recourse  to  reasoning,  and  ter,  constitutes  a  wrong  or  a  bad  one.  There 
theirjustness  recognised  in  every  breast.  Love,  arc  some  men  ibrmed  with  feelings  so  btent, 
grief,  fear,  anger,  joy,  all  these  passions  have  with  tempera  so  cold  and  phlegmoLtic,  that  they 
m  their  turns  affected  every  mind ;  and  they  do  can  hardly  be  said  to  Imb  awake  daring  the 
not  affect  it  in  an  arbitrary  or  casual  manner,  whole  course  of  their  lives.  Upon  wach  pen- 
but  upon  certain,  natural,  and  uniform  prin-  sons  the  most  striking  objects  make  but  a  &int 
ciples.  But  as  many  of  the  works  <^  imagi-  and  obecure  impression.  There  are  others  so 
nation  are  not  confined  to  the  representation  of  continually  in  the  agitation  of  gross  and  merely 
sensibleobjects,  nor  to  efforts  upon  the  passions,  sensual  pleasures,  or  so  occupied  in  die  km 
but  extend  themselves  to  the  mannera,  the  cha-  drudgery  of  avarice,  or  so  heated  in  the  cfaaoe 
racters,  the  actions,  and  designs  of  men,  their  of  honours  and  distinction,  that  their  minds, 
relations,  their  virtues  and  vices,  they  come  which  had  been  used  oootinuaJly  to  the  stonas 
within  the  province  of  the  judgment,  which  is  of  these  violent  and  tempestuous  passions,  can 
improved  by  attention  and  by  the  habit  of  hardly  be  put  in  motion  by  the  ddicate  and  re- 
reasoning.  All  these  make  a  very  consider-  fined  play  of  the  imagination.  These  men, 
able  part  of  what  are  considered  as  the  ob-  though  from  a  different  cause,  become  as  sbi^ 
jects  of  taste ;  and  Horace  sends  us  to  the  and  insensible  as  the  former ;  but  whenever 
schools  of  philosophy  and  the  world  for  our  either  of  these  happen  to  be  struck  with  any 
instruction  in  them.  Whatever  certainty  is  natural  elegance  or  greatness,  or  with  these 
to  be  acquired  in  morality  and  the  science  of  qualities  in  any  w(h4c  of  art,  they  are  moved 
life;  just  the  same  degree  of  certainty  have  vire  upon  the  same  principle, 
in  what  relates  to  them  in  the  worics  of  imit»*  The  cause  of  a  wrong  taste  is  a  delect  of 
tion.  Indeed  it  is  for  the  most  part  in  our  ricill  judgment.  And  this  may  arise  fitxn  a  natural 
in  manners,  and  in  the  observances  of  time  and  weakness  of  underatanding,  (in  whatever  d» 
place,  and  of  decency  in  general,  which  is  strengthofthatfaculty  may  consist,)  or,  which 
(Mily  to  be  learned  in  those  schools,  to  which  is  much  more  commonly  the  case,  it  may  «ve 
Horace  recommends  us,  that  what  is  called  fixMn  a  want  of  proper  and  well-dh-ected  eser- 
taste,  by  way  of  distinction,  consists;  and  cise,  which  alone  can  make  it  strong  and  ready, 
which  is  in  reality  no  other  than  a  more  refined  Besides  that  ignorance,  inattention,  prejudios, 
judgment.  On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me,  rashness,  levity,  obstinacy,  in  short,  all  those 
that  what  is  called  taste,  in  its  most  general  passions,  and  all  those  vices,  which  pervert  the 
acceptation,  is  not  a  simple  idea,  but  is  partly  judgment  in  other  mattera,  prejudice  it  no  less 
made  up  of  a  perception  of  the  primary  plear  in  this  its  more  refined  and  elegant  ptovinos. 
sores  of  sense,  of  the  secondary  pleasures  of  These  causes  produce  different  opinions  uipaa 
the  imaginaticxi,  and  of  the  conclusions  of  the  evnry  thing  which  is  an  ofcgect  of  the  under- 
reasoning  &cidty,  concerning  the  various  rela-  standing,  without  inducing  us  to  suppose  that 
tions  of  these,  and  concerning  the  human  there  are  no  settled  principles  of  reason.  And 
passions,  mannera,  and  actions.  All  this  is  indeed  on  the  whole  one  may  observe,  that 
requisite  to  form  taste,  and  the  ground-work  of  there  is  rather  less  difference  upon  matters  of 
all  these  is  the  same  in  the  hnnuin  mind ;  for  as  taste  among  mankind,  than  upon  most  of  those 
tile  senses  are  the  great  originals  ofall  oar  ideas,  which  depend  upon  the  naked  reason;  and 
and  eonseqoenUy  of  all  our  pleasures,  if  they  that  men  are  &r  better  agreed  on  the  eaoeUeiioe 
are  not  uncertain  and  aibitrary,  the  whole  of  a  description  in  Viigil,  than  on  the  trath  or 
ground-work  of  taste  is  conanoa  to  aU,  a»l  frlaehood  of  a  theory  of  Aristotle. 
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A  roctitude  of  jodgnMot  in  the  artii,  iivfaich  those  miab.    The  laost  po>werfiil  efieett  of 
maj  be  called  a  good  taste,  does  in  a  great  poetry  aad  music  have  beea  displayed,  and 
neaaiire  depend  apoa  sensibility ;  becanse  if  perhaps  are  stiii  dii^yed,  where  these  arts 
the  mind  has  no  bent  to  the  pleasures  of  the  are  but  in  areiylow  and  imperfect  state.    The 
imagination,  it  wiU  nerer  ap|4y  itself  suffix  rode  hearer  is  afiected  by  the  principles  which 
dentty  to  works  of  that  iqpeeies  to  aoquirs  a  operate  in  these  arts  even  in  their  rudest  con- 
competent  knowMge  ia  Ihem.    But,  though  dition;  aad  be  k  not  skilfiil  enough  to  perceive 
a  degree  of  sensibility  is  requisite  to  form  a  the  cksfeols;  But  as  arts  advance  tewanb  their 
good  judgment,  yet  a  good  judgment  does  not  perfection,  the  science  of  criticism  advances 
necessarily  arise  fixxn  a  quick  sensibility  of  with  equal  pace,  and  the  pleasure  of  judges  is 
pleasure  ;  it  frequently  happens  that  a  very  poor  frequently  interrupted  by  the  faults  which  are 
judgCj  merely  by  f(»rce  of  a  greater  complezicmal  discovered  in  the  most  finished  compositions, 
sensibility,  is  more  affected  by  a  very  poor  piece,         Before  I  leave  this  subject,  I  cannot  help 
than  the  best  judge  by  the  most  perfect ;  for  as  taking  notice  of  an  opinion  which  many  pep* 
every  thing  new,  extraordinary,  grand,  or  pas-  sons  entertain,  as  if  the  taste  were  a  separate 
sionate,  is  well  calculated  to  affect  such  a  per-  faculty  of  the  mind,  and  distinct  from  the  judg- 
son,  and  that  the  &ults  do  not  affect  him,  his  ment  and  imagination ;  a  species  of  instinct,  by 
pleasure  is  more  pure  and  unmixed ;  and  as  it  is  which  we  are  struck  naturally,  and  at  the  first 
merely  a  pleasure  of  the  imagination,  it  is  much  glance,  without  any  previous  reasoning,  with 
higher  than  any  which  is  derived  from  a  recti-  the  excellencies,  or  the  defects  of  a  composition, 
tode  <^  the  judgment ;  the  judgment  is  for  the  So  far  as  the  imagination  and  the  passions  are 
greater  part  employed  in  throwing  stumbling-  concerned,  I  believe  it  true,  that  Uie  reason  is 
blocks  in  the  way  oi  the  imagination,  in  dis-  little  consulted ;  but  where  disposition,  where 
sipating  the  scenes  of  its  enchantment,  and  in  decorum,  where  congruity  are  concerned,  in 
t^g  us  down  to  the  disagreeable  yoke  of  our  short,  wherever  the  best  taste  differs  from  the 
reason :  for  almost  the  only  pleasure  that  we  have  worst,  I  am  convinced  that  the  understanding 
in  judging  better  than  oUiers,  consists  in  a  sort  operates  and  nothing  else :  and  its  operation  is 
ofoonscious  pride  and  superiority,  which  arises  in  reality  far  from  being  always  sudden,  or, 
from  thinking  rightly ;  but  then,  this  is  an  indi-  when  it  is  sudden,  it  is  oflen  far  from  being 
rect  pleasure,  a  pleasure  which  does  not  imme-  right.    Men  of  the  best  taste  by  consideration 
diately  result  from  the  object  which  is  under  come  frequently  to  change  these  early  and 
eontemjdation.    In  the  morning  of  our  days,  precipitate  judgments,  which  the  mind,  from 
when  the  senses  are  unworn  and  tender,  when  its  aversion  to  neutrality  and  doubt  loves  to 
the  whole  man  is  awake  in  every  part,  and  the  form  on  the  spot.    It  is  known  that  the  taste 
gloss  <^  novelty  fresh  cqion  all  the  objects  that  (whatever  it  is)  is  improved  exactly  as  we  im- 
surround  us,  how  lively  at  that  time  are  our  prove  our  judgment,  by  extending  our  know- 
sensations,  but  how  frJse  and  inaccurate  the  ledge,  by  a  steady  attention  to  our  object,  and 
jndgmCTts  we  form  of  things?  I  despair  of  ever  by  frequent  exercise.     They  who  have  not 
receiving  the  same  degree  of  pleasure  from  the  taken  Uiese  methods,  if  their  taste  decides 
most  excellent  performances  c^genius,  which  I  quickly,  it  is  always  uncertainly;  and  their 
felt  at  that  age  from  pieces  which  my  present  quickness  is  owing  to  their  presumption  and 
jadgm«it  regards  as  trifling  and  contemptible,  rashness,  and  not  to  any  hidden  irradiation  that 
Every  trivial  cause  c£  frfeasure  is  apt  to  affect  in  a  moment  dispels  all  darkness  from  their 
the  man  of  too  sanguine  a  onnplexion:  his  ap-  minds.    But  they  who  have  cultivated  that 
petite  is  too  keen  to  suffer  his  taste  to  be  deU-  species  of  knowledge  which  makes  the  object 
cate ;  and  he  is  in  aU  respects  what  Ovid  says  of  taste,  by  degrees  and  habitually  attain  not 
of  himself  in  love,  only  a  soundness,  but  a  readiness  of  judgment, 

as  men  do  by  the  same  methods  on  all  other 

Molle  meum  levibus  cor  est  violabile  tells,  occasions.    At  first  they  are  obliged  to  spell, 

El  semper  causa  est,  cur  ego  semper  amem*  but  at  last  they  read  with  ease  and  with  ce- 
lerity, but  this  celerity  of  its  operation  is  no 

One  of  this  charact^  can  never  be  a  refined  proof,  that  the  taste  is  a  distinct  faculty.  No- 
judge  ;  never  what  the  comic  poet  calls  efe^ans  body,  I  believe,  has  attended  the  course  of  a 
/m maimm tpecUtor,  The  excellence  and  force  discussion,  which  turned  upon  matters  within 
of  a  composition  must  alwajrs  be  imperfectly  thesphereofmere  naked  reason,  but  must  have 
MfiiiMtiiil  from  its  effect  on  the  minds  of  any,  observed  the  extreme  readiness  with  which  the 
•anept  we  know  the  teiiq>er  and  character  of  whole  process  of  the  argum<mt  is  carried  on, 
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the  grounds  discovered,  the  objections  raised 
and  answered  and  the  conclusions  drawn  from 
premises,  with  a  quickness  altogether  as  great 
as  the  taste  can  be  supposed  to  work  with  ; 
and  yet  where  nothing  but  plain  reason  either  is 
or  can  be  suspected  to  operate.  To  multiply 
principles  for  every  different  i4>pearance,  is  us^ 
laM,  and  imphiiosophical  too  in  a  high  degree. 


This  matter  might  be  pursued  mudi  &r- 
ther ;  but  it  is  not  the  extent  of  the  subject 
which  must  prescribe  our  bounds,  for  wfatt 
subject  does  not  branch  out  to  infini^?it 
is  the  nature  of  our  particidar  scheme,  and 
the  single  point  of  view  in  which  we  cod- 
sider  it,  vduch  oa|^t  to  put  a  atop  to  oar  re 
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ORIGIN  OP  OUR  IDEAS  OP  THE  SUBLIME  AND  BEAUTIFUL. 


PART  I.-- SECTION  I.  liarity.    Some  degree  of  novelty  must  be  otae 

of  the  materials  in  every  instrument  which 

iroTSLTT.  works  upon  the  mind;  and  curiosity  blends 

itself  mmre  or  less  with  all  dor  passions. 

Thk  first  and  the  simplest  emotion  whidi  we  ' 

discover  in  the  human  mind,  is  Curiosity.   By  — ..- 
curiosity  I  mean  whatever  desire  we  have  for, 

or  whatever  pleasure  we  take  in,  novelty.  We  SECTION  II. 
see  children  perpetually  running  from  place  to 

place  to  hunt  out  something  new :  they  catch  PAnr  Aim  plbasubs. 
with  great  eagerness,  and  with  very  little 

dioice,  at  whatever  comes  before  them ;  their  It  seems  then  necessaiy  towards  moving  the 

attention  is  engaged  by  every  thing,  because  passions  of  people  advan<^  in  life  to  any  con- 

every  thing  has,  in  that  stage  ^life,  die  charm  siderable  degree,  that  the  objects  designed  for 

cfnovel^torecfxnmendit.  But  as  those  things  that  purpose,  besides  their  being  in  some  me»- 

^N^ch  engage  us  merely  by  their  novelty,  cannot  sure  new,  should  be  capable  of  exciting  pain  or 

attach  us  for  any  length  ol'time,curio8itjr  is  the  pleasure  from  other  causes.  Pain  and  pleasure 

most  superficial  of  all  the  afiecticms;  it  changes  are  simple  ideas,  in«^ble  (^definition.  Peo- 

its  ot^ect  perpetually ;  it  has  an  appetite  which  pie  are  wA  liable  to  be  mistaken  in  their  feelings, 

Is  very  sfaiup,  but  very  easily  satisfied ;  and  it  but  they  are  very  firequendy  wrong  in  the  names 

has  always  an  appearance  of  giddiness,  rest-  they  give  them,  and  in  their  reasonings  about 

Ifucius  nod  amcie^.  Curiosity,  fixMn  its  nature,  them.    Many  are  of  (pinion,  that  pain  arises 

is  a  very  active  principle ;  it  quickly  runs  over  necessarily  from  the  removal  of  some  pleasure ; 

the  greatest  part  of  its  objects,  and  soon  ex-  as  they  think  pleasure  does  from  the  ceasing  or 

haosts  the  variety  which  is  commonly  to  be  met  diminuticHi  of  some  pain.    Fixr  my  part,  I  am 

with  in  nature ;  die  same  things  make  frequent  rather  inclined  to  imagine,  that  pain  and  plea- 

retums,  and  they  return  with  less  and  less  o£  sure,  in  their  most  simple  and  natural  manner 

any  agreeaUe  effect.  In  idiert,  die  occurrences  of  affecting,  are  each  of  a  positive  nature,  and 

of  lifo,  by  the  time  we  come  to  know  it  a  little,  by  no  means  necessarity  dependent  oa  eadi 

woold  be  ine^MkUe  of  affecting  the  mind  with  tAher  for  their  existence.    The  human  mind  is 

any  other  sensations  than  those  of  loathing  and  oAen,  and  I  think  it  is  for  the  most  part,  in  a 

weariness,  If  many  things  were  not  adapted  to  state  neither  of  pain  nor  pleasure,  which  I  call 

affect  the  mind  by  means  of  other  powers  be-  a  state  of  indiffer«ice.    When  I  am  carried 

•ides  novdty  in  them,  and  of  other  passi(His  firom  this  state  into  a  state  (factual  pleasure, 

besides  curiosity  in  ourselves.    These  powers  it  does  not  appear  necessary  that  I  shoukl  pass 

and  passions  shall  be  considered  in  their  place,  through  the  medium  of  any  sort  of  pain.    If  in 

But  whatever  these  powers  are,  or  upon  what  such  a  state  of  indifference,  or  ease,  or  tran- 

principle  soever  they  afieot  the  mind,  it  is  quillity,  or  call  it  what  you  please,  you  were 

abaololeiy  necessary  that  th^  shocdd  not  be  to  be  suddenly  entertained  with  a  concert  of 

aacBrted  in  those  things  which  a  daily  and  vulgar  music ;  or  suppose  some  object  of  a  fine  shape, 

ase  have  brought  into  a  stale  unaffecting  fa^  .  and  bright  lively  cokwrs,  to  be  presented  before 
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you ;  or  imagine  your  smell  is  gratified  with  the  pain  and  pleasure  are  not  only  not  necessarily 
fragrance  of  a  rose ;  or  if  without  any  previous  dependent  for  their  existraice  on  their  mutial 
thirst  you  were  to  drink  of  some  pleasant  kind  diminutiixi  or  removal,  but  that,  in  reali^,  the 
of  wine,  or  to  ta«te  of  some  sweetmeat  without  dinuBUtiea  or  ceving  oC  pleasure  does  not 
being  hungry ;  in  all  the  aeveral  senses,  of  operate  Kke  poshtve  p«in ;  and  that  the  r^ 
hearing,  smelling,  and  tasting,  you  undoubtedly  moval  or  diminutiixi  c^  pain,  in  its  effect,  hai 
find  a  pleasure ;  yet  if  I  inquire  into  the  state  very  little  resemblance  to  positive  pleasure.* 
of  your  mind  previous  to  these  gratificatioiis.  The  former  of  these  propositiims  will,  I  believe, 
you  will  hardly  tell  me  that  they  found  you  in  be  much  more  readily  allowed  than  the  latta; 
any  kind  of  pain ;  or,  having  satisfied  these  because  it  is  very  evident  that  pleasure  yihai 
sevenJ  senses  with  their  several  pleasures,  will  it  has  nm  its  career,  atts  m  down  verf  nearly 
you  say  that  any  pain  has  succeeded,  thou^  where  it  found  us.  Pleasure  of  every  kind 
the  pleasure  is  absolutely  over?  Suppose,  on  quickly  satisfies;  and  when  it  is  over,  we  re- 
the  other  hand,  a  man  in  the  same  state  of  in-  lapse  into  indifference,  or  rather  we  fall  into  a 
difference,  to  receive  a  violent  blow,  or  to  drink  soft  tranquillity,  which  is  tinged  with  the  agree- 
of  some  bitter  potion,  or  to  have  his  ears  wound-  able  colour  (/  the  former  sensation.  I  own  it 
ed  with  some  harsh  and  grating  sound ;  here  is  is  not  at  first  view  so  apparent,  that  the  removal 
BO  removal  of  pleasure ;  and  y«t  here  is  felt,  of  a  great  pain  does  not  resemble  positive  plea- 
in  every  sense  which  is  affected,  a  pain  very  sure ;  but  let  us  recollect  in  what  state  we  have 
distinguishable.  It  may  be  said,  periiaps,  that  found  our  minds  upon  escaping  some  imminent 
the  pain  in  these  cases  had  its  r»e  fi-om  the  danger,  or  on  being  released  firom  the  severity 
removal  of  the  pleasure  which  the  man  enjoyed  of  some  cruel  pain.  We  hare  on  suefa  occa- 
before,  though  that  pleasure  was  of  so  low  a  sions  found,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  the 
degree  as  to  be  perceived  only  by  the  removal,  temper  of  our  minds  in  a  tenour  very  remote 
But  this  seenw  to  me  a  subtilty,  that  is  not  from  that  which  attends  the  pretence  of  posi- 
discoverable  in  nature.  For  if,  previous  to  the  tive  pleasure:  we  have  found  them  in  a  state 
pain,  I  do  not  feel  any  tuctasA  {Measure,  I  have  of  much  sobriety,  impressed  witii  a  sense  of 
no  reason  to  Judge  that  any  such  thing  exists ;  awe,  in  a  sort  of  tranquillity  riiadowed  with 
■inoe  pleasure  is  only  pleasure  as  it  is  felt,  borrour.  The  fashion  of  the  oountenanee  and 
The  same  may  be  said  of  pain,  and  with  equal  the  gesture  of  the  body  on  such  occasions  is  so 
reason.  I  can  never  persuade  mysdf  ^t  plea-  correspondent  to  this  state  of  mind,  that  any 
flure  and  pain  are  roero  relati<HiB,  which  can  person,  a  stranger  to  die  cause  of  the  appear* 
only  exist  as  they  are  contrasted ;  but  I  think  I  anoe,  would  rather  judge  as  mder  aone  eon- 
can  discern  dearly  that  there  are  positive  pains  stemation,  than  in  tiie  eajoynMit  of  any  ikiBg 
and  pleasures,  which  do  not  at  all  depend  upon  like  positive  pleasure, 
each  other.    Nothing  is  more  certun  to  my 

own  feelings  than  this.  There  is  nothing  whidb  il<  ^  orav  avifi  arri  mnvti  X«|^,  stfr*  tn  mtrfn 

I  can  distinguish  in  my  mind  with  more  dear-  ^»ra  KmroKTuvtn,  aXXsv  c|i«cto  ^f^ev, 

ness  than  the  three  states,  of  indifference,  of  ^^9os  «5  «0www,  ^Oftfio,  ff  rxu  w^twrms. 

pleasure,  and  of  pain.    Every  one  of  these  I  Iuad.  M. 
can  perceive  without  any  sort  of  idea  of  its 

«Uti«  .,  .^y  Aing  .!«.    Cai»,  u,  afflu=,ed  ^.;:J|a%^r^rtJirC!X.°'c.t.f~' 

withafitofthechdic;  this  man  is^actually  m  Juat  gains  some  frontier,  breathless,  pale, 

pain ;  stretch  Caius  upon  the  radi,  he  will  feel  amazM ; 

a  much  greater  pain :  but  does  this  pain  of  the  ^^  S^^t  all  wonder ! 
radc  arise  from  the  removd  oi  way  pleasure  ? 

or  is  the  fit  of  the  chdic  a  pleasure  or  a  pain  '^*"»  striking  appearance  cf  the  mtn  wham 

just  as  we  are  pleased  to  connder  it?  Homer  supposes  to  hare  juat  escaped  am  ine 

minent  danger,  the  sort  of  mixed  pasakn  of 

_^..  terrour  and  surprise,  with  whidi  he  affecta  (fas 

spectators,  paints  y«ry  strongly  the  manaer  io 

SECTION  III.  which  we  find  ourselveaaffecteid  upon  ocGasiaw 

any  way  similar.    For  when  we  have  wflEaNd 

TBS  DnrraswcB  ssTwrar  th»  xemotax.  *  Mr.  Locke  [Essay  on  Human  Understand. 

OF  PAor  AND  PosmTB  puBAftTXS.  ing,  1.  ii.  c.  30.  sect.  1«.]  thinks  that  the  lenovtl 

or  lessening  of  a  pain  is  conakl«red  and  ofMratat 

We  shall  carry  this  proposition  yet  a  step  S«L,?J!?-"L"*  ^  ^^  ^  *''  duninishiM  «f 

toher.    WrSdl  veiSTTprcic^  SSiSr'hJ^.^"'    '' ^  ^ -^^<^^  ^^  ^ 
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from  any  yioleiit  emotiMi,  tlM  Bind  natilrally  tiMmiMfBMimltidaw  WlMWverlliavitoQe^^ 

cQDtimies  in  something  like  the  ■aroe  condition,  oen  to  ^Mtk  of  this  apeeies  ofralatiw  plwjiira, 

after  the  cause  which  fiwtprodiKMd  it  has  ceaged  I  call  it  JM^^;  and  I  ahail  take  the  best  car* 

to  operate.     The  tossing  of  tiie  sea  remains  I  can,  to  use  tbat  word  in  no  other  sense.    I 

afier  the  storaa;  and  when  Ais  remain  of  horrour  aaa  aatisded  the  word  is  not  oommooty  used  ia 

has  entirdy  aobsided,  all  Ae  passion,  whkh  tha  this  appropriated  signification ;  but  I  thought 

accident  raised,  anihsides  along  with  it ;  and  it  better  to  take  up  a  word  abready  known,  uid 

the  miDd  returns  to  its  usuid  stale  of  iadiffiv*  to  limit  its  signification,  than  to  introduce  a 

eiice.    ia  ibort,  pleasure,  (I  aaean  any  thing  new  one,  whach  would  not  periiaps  incorporate 

either  in  &e  inward  sensation,  mt  in  the  oafr>  so  well  with  the  language.  I  should  never  have 

ward  appearance,  like  pleaflure  finm  a  positive  presumed  the  least  alteraticm  in  our  words,  ii 

cause,)  has  never,  I  imagine,  its  origin  Scam  the  nature  of  the  language,  filmed  for  the  pur- 

the  removal  of  pain  or  dax^gtK,  poses  of  business  rather  than  those  of  philoso* 

phy,  and  the  nature  of  nay  subject,  that  leads 

— — —  me  out  of  the  common  track  of  disooune,  did 

not  in  tt  manner  necesnlate  nM  to  it.    I  shal 

SECTION  ly.  make  use  of  this  liberty  with  all  possible  cau- 
tion.   As  I  make  use  of  the  word  Ddight  to 

or  SEUOHT  AKV  nxAMOKM  AM  OPPOKD  TO  express  the  sensation  which  acconqMUues  the 

XACH  OTHBX.  removal  of  pnia  er  danger ;  so  iidiett  I  speak 

of  positive  pleasure,  I  f^all  fiir  the  most  part 

But  flhaS  we  therefore  say,  diat  the  removal  call  it  simply  Pleaaun. 
of  pain  or  its  dimkiution  is  always  simply  pain- 
fid?  or  affiim  that  the  ceaeation  or  the  lessening  — ..— 
of  i^easare  is  always  attended  itself  with  a 

pleasure?   By  no  means.   What  I  advance  is  SECTION  Y. 

DO  mora  than  this ;  first,  that  there  are  pleasures 

and  pains  of  a  positive  and  mdependeat  nature ;  JOT  aitd  o&ixf. 

and  secondly,  that  the  fe^ng  which  results  firom 

the  ceasii^  or  diminution  of  pain  does  not  bear  It  must  be  observed,  that  the  cessation  of 
a  sufficient  resemblance  to  positive  pleasure,  to  pleasure  affects  the  mind  three  ways.  If  it 
hare  it  considered  as  of  the  same  nature,  or  to  simply  ceases,  afler  having  continued  a  proper 
eotide  it  to  be  known  by  the  same  name ;  and  time,  the  effect  is  mdifferenee  ,*  if  it  be  abnq>t- 
thinllyjdiatiiptm  the  same  princ^ile  the  removal  ly  brdcen  off,  there  ensues  an  uneasy  sense 
or  qualification  of  pleasure  has  no  resemblance  called  ducgppomttnmt ;  if  the  object  be  so  to* 
to  positive  pain.  It  is  certain  that  the  former  tally  lost  that  there  is  no  chance  of  enjoying  it 
feeling  (the  remofval  or  moderation  of  pain)  has  again,  a  passiixi  arises  in  the  mind,  which  is 
somethiJDg  in  it  fiurfroos  distressing  or  disagree-  called  grief.  Now  there  ia  none  of  these,  not 
able  in  its  nature.  This  feeling,  in  many  cases  even  grief,  which  is  the  most  violent,  that  I 
Boagreeable,bntin  all  so  different  from  positive  think  has  any  resemblance  to  positive  pain. 
pleasure,  has  no  name  which  I  know ;  but  that  The  person  who  grieves,  suffers  his  passion  to 
hinders  not  its  being  a  very  real  one,  and  very  grow  upon  him ;  he  indulges  it,  he  loves  it ;  but 
different  firom  all  odiers.  It  is  most  certain,  this  never  happens  in  the  case  of  actual  pain, 
that  every  species  of  satisfaotian  or  pleasure,  which  no  man  ever  willingly  endured  for  any 
how  different  soever  in  its  manner  of  affecting,  considerable  time.  That  grief  should  be  wil- 
ls of  a  positive  nature  in  the  mind  of  him  w]m>  lingly  endured,  though  fiu*  from  a  simply  pleas- 
feels  it.  The  affection  is  undoubtedly  positive;  ing  sensation,  is  not  so  difficult  to  be  under- 
hutthe  cause  may  be,  as  in  this  case  it  certainly  stood.  It  is  the  nature  of  grief  to  keep  its 
is,  a  sort  ct Privation,  And  it  is  very  leasco-  object  perpetually  in  its  eye,  to  present  it  in  its 
able  th^  we  should  distinguish  by  some  term  most  pleasurable  views,  to  repeat  all  the  cir- 
two  thin|s  so  distinct  in  nature,  as  a  pleasure  cumstances  that  attend  it,  even  to  the  last  mi- 
that  is  rach  simply,  and  without  any  relation,  nuteness ;  to  go  back  to  every  particular  en- 
frora  that  pleasure  which  cannot  exist  without  jo3rment,  to  dwell  upon  each,  and  to  find  a 
a  relation,  and  ♦!***  too  a  relaticm  to  pain.  Yoy  thousand  new  perfections  in  all,  that  were  not 
extraordinary  it  would  be,  if  these  affectiouB,  sufficiently  understood  before ;  in  grie^  the 
BO  distinguishable  in  their  causes,  so  different  jdeaswre  is  still  uppermost ;  apd  the  affliction 
in  their  eiiacts,  shouU  be  confiMmded  with  each  we  suffer  has  no  resemblance  to  absolute  pain, 
o*her,becanse  vulgar  use  baa  ranged  them  under  which  is  always  odious,  and  which  we  endeap 


48 


ON  THB  0DBLIMB 


Tour  to  ihake  off  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Odyssey  of  Homer,  which  abounds  with  so 
many  natural  and  affecting  images,  has  none 
more  striking  than  those  which  Menelaus  raises 
of  the  calamitous  fate  of  his  friends,  and  his 
own  manner  of  feeling  it.  He  owns,  indeed, 
that  he  often  gives  himself  some  intermissicm 
from  such  melancholy  reflections ;  but  he  ob- 
serves, too,  that,  melancholy  as  they  are,  they 
give  him  pleasure. 

AXX'  tumji  iravras  fttv  oivponevos  xai  axevwv, 
noXXa«c(f  ev  itcyapotet  KO^rjuevos  riiisrepoiatVt 
AXXoTt  jAcv  rt  yoia  ^peva  repnofiai^  aXXort  S* 

aVTK 

Havoiiai'  att//t7pos  it  Kopos  Kpvepoto  yooto. 


Still  in  short  intervals  of  pleasing  teo«, 
Regardful  of  the  friendly  dues  1  owe, 
I  to  the  glorious  dead,  for  ever  dear, 
Indulge  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  tear. 

Hox.  Od.  iv. 


On  the  other  hand,  when  we  recover  om 
health,  when  we  escape  an  imminent  danger, 
is  it  with  joy  that  we  are  affected  ?  The  sense 
<m  these  occasions  is  far  from  that  smooth  and 
▼duptuous  satisfaction  which  the  assured 
prospect  of  pleasure  bestows.  The  delight 
which  arises  from  the  modifications  of  pain, 
confesses  the  stock  from  whence  it  sprung,  in 
its  solid,  strong,  and  severe  nature. 


SECTION  vn. 


OV  TRX  SUBUMX. 


SECTION  VI. 

OF  TBX  PASSIONS  WHICH  BELONG   TO  SELF- 
PKESERYATION. 

Most  of  the  ideas  which  are  capable  of 
making  a  powerful  impression  on  the  mind, 
whether  simply  of  Pain  or  Pleasure,  or  of  the 
modifications  of  those,  may  be  reduced  very 
nearly  to  these  two  heads,  adf-pretervation  and 
society;  to  the  ends  of  one  or  the  other  ot 
which  all  our  passions  are  calculated  to  answer. 
The  passions  which  concern  self-preservation, 
turn  mostly  on  pain  or  danger.  The  ideas  of 
pain,  sickness  and  death,  fill  the  mind  with  strong 
emotions  of  horrour ;  hut  life  and  health,  though 
they  put  us  in  a  capacity  of  being  affected  with 
pleasure,  they  make  no  such  impression  by  the 
simple  enjoyment.  The  passions  therefore 
which  are  conversant  about  the  preservation  of 
the  individual,  turn  chiefly  on  pain  and  danger y 
and  they  are  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  pas- 
sions. '^ 


WHATXTBm  is  fitted  in  any  sort  to  enile 
the  ideas  of  pain  and  danger,  that  is  to  saj, 
whatever  is  in  any  sort  tetrible,  or  is  conve^ 
sant  about  terrible  objects,  or  operates  in  a 
manner  analogous  to terrour,  is  asouroe  of  Ae 
sublime ;  that  is,  it  is  productire  of  the  strong* 
est  emotion  which  the  mind  is  capable  of  fe^ 
ing.    I  say  the  strongest  emotion,  because  I 
am  satisfied  the  ideas  of  pain  are  modi  more 
powerful  than  those  which  enter  on  the  part  of 
{Measure.     Without  all  doubt,  the   tormenti 
which  we  may  be  made  to  suffer,  are  mudi 
greater  in  their  effect  on  the  body  and  mind, 
than  any  pleasures  which  the  most  learned  vo* 
luptuary  could  suggest,  or  tiian  the  livdiest 
imaginatitm,  and  the  most  sound  and  exquisite- 
ly sensible  body,  coukl  enjoy.    Nay,  I  am  in 
great  doubt  whether  any  man  coukl  be  fixmd, 
vidio  would  earn  alife  of  the  most  perfect  satis* 
facticm,  at  the  price  of  ending  it  in  die  tor* 
ments,  which  justice  inflicted  in  a  few  hours  on 
the  late  unfortunate  regicide  in  France.    But 
as  pain  is  stronger  in  its  operation  than  piear 
sure,  so  death  is  in  general  a  mudi  more  af- 
fecting idea  than  pain ;  because  there  are  very 
few  pains,  however  exquisite,  whidi  are  not 
preferred  to  death:  nay,  v^iat  generally  makes 
pain  itself,  if  I  may  say  so,  more  painfiil,  i», 
that  it  is  considered  as  an  emissary  of  this  king 
of  terrours.    When  danger  or  pain  press  too 
nearly,  they  are  inca|>aUe  of  giving  any  de- 
light, and  are  simply  terrible ;  but  at  certain 
distances,  and  with  cotain  modifications,  they 
may  be,  and  they  are  delightful,  as  we  every 
day  experience.    The  cause  of  this  I  shall 
endeavour  to  investigate  hereafter. 


SECTION  vm. 

OF     THE  PASSIOirS  WHICH    BXI.ONG  TO    SO- 
CIETY. 

The  other  head  under  which  I  dass  oar 
passions,  is  that  of  society,  which  may  be  di- 
vided into  two  sorts.  1.  The  society  of  the 
sexes,  which  answers  the  purpose  of  propaga- 
tion ;  and  next,  that  more  genend  society,  vrhich 
we  have  with  men  and  with  other  animals,  and 
which  we  may  in  some  sort  be  said  to  have 
even  with  the  inanimate  world.  The  passkM 
belonging  to  the  preservation  of  the  individnal, 
turn  wholly  on  pain  and  danger:  tliQae 
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bekng  to  genarationf  have  their  origin  in  grati-  them  is  not  attended  with  any  real  pleasure, 

fications  andpleanarea;  the  pleasure  meet  di<  lest,  satisfied  with  that,  we  dbould  give  our- 

rectfy  belonging  to  this  purpose  is  of  a  lively  selves  over  to  inddence  and  inaction.    On  the 

diaracter,  rapturous  and  violent,  and  confes-  other  hand,  the  generati(m  of  mankind  is  a 

sedly  the  highest  pleasure  of  sense ;  yet  the  great  purpose,  and  it  is  requisite  that  men 

absence  of  this  so  great  an  enjoyment,  scarce  should  be  animated  to  the  pursuit  of  it  by  some 

amounts  to  an  uneasiness ;  and,  except  at  par-  great  incentive.    It  is  therefinre  altendeid  with 

ticolar  times,  I  do  not  think  it  affects,  at  alL  a  very  hi^  pleasure ;  but  as  it  is  by  no  means 

When  men  describe  in  what  manner  they  are  designed  to  be  our  constant  business,  it  is  not 

afiecied  by  pain  and  danger,  they  do  not  dwell  fit  that  the  absence  of  this  pleasure  should  be 

on  die  pleasure  of  health  and  Uie  comfort  of  attended  with  any  considerable  pain.    The 

•eeuri^,  and  then  lament  the  lott  of  these  difference  between  men  and  brutes  in  this 

ntis&ctions:  the  whole  turns  upon  the  actual  point,  seems  to  be  remarkable.    Men  are  at  all 

pains  and  horroure  which  they  endure.    But  times  pretty  equally  disposed  to  the  pleasures 

if  jTou  listen  to  the  onnplaints  of  a  forsaken  of  love,  because  they  are  to  be  guided  by  rea- 

bver,  you  observe  that  he  insists  largely  oa  the  son  in  the  time  and  manner  of  indulging  them, 

pfaasuiesiwduch  he  enjoyed,  or  hoped  to  enjoy.  Had  any  great  pain  arisen  fix>m  the  want  of 

and  on  the  perfection  of  the  object  of  his  de-  this  satisfaction,  reason,  I  am  afiidd,  would 

aires;  it  is  the  lou  which  is  always  iq>permo6t  find  great  difficulties  in  the  performance  of  its 

n  his  mind.    The  violent  effects  produced  by  ofiice.    But  brutes,  who  obey  laws,  in  the  ex- 

lofe,  which  has  sometimes  been  even  wrought  ecuti(»i  of  which  their  own  reason  has  but 

op  to  madness,  is  no  objecti(m  to  the  rule  which  little  share,  have  their  stated  seasons ;  at  such 

W6  seek  to  establish.    When  men  have  suf>  times  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  sensation 

tend  their  imaginations  to  be  ItHig  affected  firom  the  want  is  very  troubles<»ne,  because 

with  any  idea,  it  so  wholly  engrosses  them  as  the  end  must  be  then  answered,  or  be  missed 

Is  shot  out  by  degrees  almost  every  other,  and  in  many,  perhaps  for  ever ;  as  the  inf?^i"fttiffl^ 

Is  break  down  every  partition  of  the  mind  returns  only  with  its  season, 
whidi  woold  confine  it.    Any  idea  is  sufiicient 

ftrthe  porpose,  as  is  evident  firom  the  infinite  — .i.-. 
larie^  of  causes,  which  give  rise  to  madness ; 

bat  this  at  most  can  only  prove,  that  the  pas-  SECTION  X. 
non  of  lore  is  capable  of  producing  very  ez- 

tnordiaaiy  edbds,  not  that  its  extraordinary  of  BCAirrr. 
worioBi  have  any  ooonection  with  positive 

piB.  The  passion  which  belongs  to  generaticm, 

merely  as  such,  is  lust  <Mily.    This  is  evident 

I  in  brutes,  whose  passions  are  mwe  unmixed, 

and  which  pursue  their  purposes  more  directly 

SECTION  IX.  than  ours.    The  only  distinction  they  observe 

with  regard  to  their  mates,  is  that  of  sex.    It 

THE  mrAi.  CAUSE  OF  THE  DnTEREifCE  BE-  is  truo,  that  they  stick  severally  to  their  own 

TWXEir    THE   PASsioirs   BELOiranro   to  species  in  preference  to  all  others.    But  this 

SEix-FKBSEETATioir,  AiTD  THOSE  WHICH  preference,  I  imagine,  does  not  arise  firom  any 

EEAAJUD  THE  sociETT  OF  THE  SEXES.  sonso  of  beauty  which  they  find  in  their  spe- 
cies, as  Mr.  Addison  supposes,  but  from  a  law 

Trb  final  canse  of  the  difference  in  charao-  of  some  other  kind,  to  which  they  are  subject ; 


tor  between  the  passions  which  regard  self-     and  this  we  may  fairly  conclude,  from  their 
1,  and  those  whidi  are  directed  to     i^iparent  want  of  choice  amcmg  those  objects 


Ike  mnkipUcatkoof  the  q|»ecies,  win  illustrate     to  which  the  barriers  of  their  species  have 
Ike  fcregoing  rsinarks  yet  fiirther;  and  it  is,  I     confined  them.    But  man,  who  is  a  creature 


»,  worthy  of  observation  even  upon  its  adapted  to  a  greater  variety  and  intricacy  of 

As  the  performance  c£  our  du-  relation,  connects  with  the  general  passion, 

ties  of  erory  kind  depends  upon  life,  and  the  the  idea  of  some  social  qualities,  whidb  direct 

^fi willing  them  widi  vigour  and  efiSicacy  de-  and  heighten  the  appetite  which  he  has  in 

ponds  npoa  hcialth,  we  are  very  stnmgly  affect-  common  with  all  other  animals ;  and  as  he  is 

sd  with  whatever  threatms  the  destruction  of  not  designed  like  them  to  live  at  large,  it  is  fit 

:  but  as  we  were  not  made  to  acquiesce  that  he  should  have  something  to  create  a  pre- 

U  «adl  iMnUit  Ui»  nmple  oigoynMiit  of  ftrence,  and  fix  his  choice;  and  this  in  general 
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iboukl  be  mom  ■eiMible  qwBQr;  as  no  oIlMr 
can  so  quickif ,  so  powerfiiUy,  or  lo  surdj 
intMkice  ita  effisct.  The  object  therefore  of 
this  Buxed  passion,  which  we  call  love,  is  dM 
hmuty  of  the  «».  Men  are  carried  to  the  sex 
in  geueral,  as  it  is  the  sex,  and  by  the  conunoa 
law  of  nature ;  but  they  are  attached  to  fNUw 
ticolars  by  personal  biau^.  I  call  beao^.  a 
social  quali^ ;  ibr  wh«re  women  and  mea,  and 
not  only  they,  but  when  other  animals  give  as 
a  sense  of  joy  and  pleasure  in  beholding  them, 
(and  there  are  many  that  do  so,)  they  inspire 
us  with  sentiments  of  tenderness  and  affection 
towards  their  persons;  we  like  to  have  them 
near  us,  and  we  enter  willingly  into  a  kind  of 
rsfauion  with  them,  unless  we  shoukl  have 
strong  reasons  to  the  contrary.  But  to  what 
end,  in  many  cases,  this  was  designed,  I  am 
unable  todiscoiver ;  for  I  see  no  greater  reason 
for  a  connection  between  man  ami  several  ani- 
mals who  are  attired  in  so  engaging  a  manner, 
than  between  him  and  some  others  who  entire- 
ly want  this  attraction,  or  possess  it  in  a  fiur 
weaker  degree.  But  it  is  probable,  that  Provi- 
dence did  not  make  even  this  distinction,  but 
with  a  view  to  some  great  end,  though  we  cao* 
not  perceive  distinctly  what  it  is,  as  his  wis- 
dom is  not  our  wisdom,  nor  our  ways  his  ways. 


well  at  aacieljr  has  its  pfeaaurea;  as  fimitht 
fimsr  obaenrataon  we  may  discern,  that  ao 
entire  life  of  soiituda  contradieta  thepurposesof 
our  being,  sinea  death  itself  is  acaicelyaa  idea 
oCmore  tecHNV. 


SECTION  xn. 

aniFATKTi  OflTATIOV,  ▲HD  ▲MBITIOir. 

Unsui  this  denominatioa  of  society,  tbo 
passions  are  of  a  complicated  kind,  and  branch 
out  into  a  variety  of  fonns  agrecnble  to  that 
variety  of  eaais  they  are  to  serve  in  the  great 
chain  of  society.  The  three  principal  Unla  ia 
thia  chain  aieyiyfl<%,Mwifarion, 


SECTION  xm. 


snfPATJsr. 


SECTION   XI. 

SOCIETT  AND  SOLITUDE. 

Thx  second  branch  of  the  social  passions  is 
that  which  administers  to  society  in  generaL 
With  regard  to  this,  I  observe,  that  society, 
merely  as  society,  without  any  particular 
heightenings,  gives  us  no  positive  pleasure  in 
the  enjoyment ;  but  absolute  and  euiire  solitude f 
that  is,  the  total  and  perpetual  exclusion  from 
all  society,  is  as  great  a  positive  pain  as  can 
almost  be  conceived.  Therefore  in  the  balance 
between  the  pleasure  of  geueral  sockb/,  and 
the  pain  of  aWlute  solitude,  pain  is  the  pre- 
dominant idea.  But  the  pleasure  of  any  par- 
ticular social  enjoyment  outweighs  very  con- 
siderably the  uneasiness  caused  by  the  want  of 
that  particular  enjoyment;  so  that  the  strongest 
sensaticHis  relative  to  the  habitudes  of  j>articu- 
lar  society  J  are  sensations  of  pleasure.  Good 
company,  lively  conversations,  and  the  endear- 
ments of  fi-iendship,  fill  the  mind  with  great 
pleasure ;  a  temporary  sditude,  oa  the  other 
hand,  is  itself  agreeable.  This  may  perhaps 
prove  that  we  are  creatures  designed  for  con- 
tsmplation  as  weii  as  action ;  since  solitiKie  as 


It  is  by  the  first  of  Oiese  pasnoBS  that  we 
carter  into  the  conoeraa  of  otben ;  that  we  are 
moved  as  they  are  moved,  and  are  never  safer* 
ed  to  be  indifferent  spectators  of  ahnost  vxf 
diing  whidi  men  can  do  or  auffer.    For  ayia- 
pathy  must  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  aubstka- 
tion,  by  which  we  are  pnt  into  the  place  of 
another  man,  and  affi»cted  ia  naaiiy  reelects  as 
he  is  affected:  so  that  this  paancn  nay  either 
partake  of  the  nature  of  thoee  which  regard 
self-preservation,  and  turning  upon  pain  aay 
be  a  source  of  the  sublime ;  or  it  may  turn  upon 
ideas  of  pleasure ;  and  then  whatever  has  been 
said  €f  the  social  affecticHis,  whethw  they  re- 
gard society  in  general,  or  onty  some  particular 
modes  of  it,  may  be  applicaUe  here.    It  is  by 
thia  principle  chiefly  that  poetiy,  painting,  and 
other  affecting  arts,  transfuse  their  pasakmafrem 
one  breast  to  another,  and  are  oAen  capahle  of 
grafting  a  ddight  on  wretdiedness,  naiseryy  and 
death  itself.    It  is  a  common  observation,  that 
objects  whid)  in  the  reality  would  shodK,  are 
in  tragical,  and  such  like  repreaeitfations,  the 
source  d*  a  very  hi^  species  of  pleasurs. 
This  taken  as  a  fact,  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  reasoning.    The  satisfaction  has  been 
commonly  attributed,  first,  to  the  oomlbrtwe 
receive  in  considering  that  ao  melancholy  a 
story  is  no  more  than  a  fiction ;  and  next,  to 
the  contemplation  of  our  own  fireedmn  from  the 
evils  which  we  see  represented.    I  am  afraid 
it  is  a  practice  moch  too  common  in  enquiries 
of  this  nature,  to  attribute  the  cause  of  fosliagi 
which  OMrely  arise  fipom  the  medmucal  aMO- 
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tore  of  oar  bodies,  or  from  tlie  natural  frame  simply  painful,  we  would  shun  with  the  greateit 

and  constitution  of  our  minds,  to  certain  con-  care  all  persons  and  places  that  could  ezcita 

dusions  of  the  reascming  faculty  on  the  objects  such  a  passion ;  as  some,  who  are  so  far  gone 

presented  to  us ;  for  I  should  imagine,  that  the  in  indolence  as  not  to  endure  any  strong  ins* 

influence  of  reason  in  producing  our  passions  pression,  actually  do.    But  the  case  is  widely 

is  nothing  near  so  extensive  as  it  is  commonly  different  with  the  greater  part  of  mankind ; 

bdieved.  there  is  no  spectacle  we  so  eagerly  pursue,  aa 

— ^-^  that  of  some  uncommon  and  grievous  calamity ; 

so  that  whether  the  misfortune  is  before  our 

SECTION  Xiy.  eyes,  or  whether  they  are  turned  back  to  it  in 

history,  it  always  touches  with  delight.    Thif 

THE  EFFECTS  OF  SYMPATHY  IN  THE  DZ8-  is  uot  an  unmixed  delight,  but  blended  with  no 

TRESSES  OF  OTHERS.  Small  uneasiness.    The  delight  we  have  in 

such  things,  hinders  us  from  shunning  scenet 

To  examine  this  point  concerning  the  effect  of  misery ;  and  the  pain  we  feel,  prompts  us  to 

cf  tragedy  in  a  proper  manner,  we  must  pre-  relieve  ourselves  in  rdieving  those  who  suffer ; 

viously  consider  how  we  are  affected  by  the  and  all  this  antecedent  to  any  reasoning,  by 

feelings  of  our  fellow-creatures  in  circumstances  an  instinct  that  works  us  to  its  own  porpoiM 

of  real  distress.    I  am  convinced  we  have  a  without  our  concurrence, 
degree  (^delight,  and  that  no  small  one,  in  the 

real  misfcHrtunes  and  pains  of  others :  for  let  the  -— i— 

afl*ection  be  what  it  will  in  appearance,  if  it 

does  not  make  us  shun  such  objects,  if  on  the  SECTION  XV. 

contrary  it  induces  us  to  approach  them,  if  it 

makes  us  dwell  upon  them,  in  this  case  I  con-  of  the  effects  of  tragedy. 

ceive  we  must  have  a  delight  or  pleasure  <^ 

some  i^ecies  or  other  in  contemplating  objects        It  is  thus  in  real  calamities.    In  imitated 

of  this  kind.     Do  we  not  read  the  authentic  distresses  the  only  difference  is  the  pleasure 

histories  <^  scenes  of  this  nature  with  as  much  resulting  from  the  effects  of  imitation  ;  for  it 

pleasure  as  romances  or  poems,  where  the  in-  is  never  so  perfect,  but  we  can  perceive  it  is 

cidents  are  fictitious?    The  prosperity  of  no  imitation,  arid  on  that  principle  are  somewhat 

empire,  nor  the  grandeur  of  no  king,  can  so  pleased  with  it.    And  indeed  in  some  cases 

tgreeably  affect  in  the  reading,  as  the  ruin  of  we  derive  as  much  or  more  pleasure  from  that 

the  state  <^  Macedon,  and  the  distress  of  its  source  than  from  the  thing  itself.    But  then  I 

tmhappy  prince.    Sudi  a  catastrophe  touches  imagine  we  shall  be  much  mistaken  if  we 

OS  in  history  as  much  as  the  destruction  of  attribute  any  considerable  part  of  our  satisfao- 

Troj  does  in  iable.    Our  delight,  in  cases  <^  tion  in  tragedy  to  the  consideration  that  tragedy 

this  kind,  is  very  gready  heightened,  if  the  is  a  deceit,  and  its  representations  no  realities. 

sufleier  be  some  excellent  person  who  sinks  The  nearer  it  approaches  the  reality,  and  the 

onder  an  unworthy  fortune.    Scipio  and  Cato  further  it  removes  us  from  all  idea  of  fiction, 

are  both  virtuous  characters ;  but  we  are  more  the  more  perfect  is  its  power.  But  be  its  power 

deeply  affected  by  the  violent  death  of  the  one,  of  what  kind  it  will,  it  never  approaches  to 

and  the  ruin  of  the  great  cause  he  adhered  to,  what  it  represents.    Choose  a  day  on  which  to 

than  with  the  deserved  triumphs  and  unhiter-  represent  the  roost  sublime  and  affecting  tragedy 

rapted  prosperity  of  the  other ;  for  terrour  is  a  we  have  ;  appoint  the  most  favourite  actors ; 

passion  wfaidi  always  produces  delight  when  it  spare  no  cost  upon  the  scenes  and  decorations ; 

does  not  ]presB  too  close  ;  and  pi^  is  a  passion  unite  the  greatest  efforts  of  poetry,  painting, 

accompanied  vritfa  pleasure,  because  it  arises  and  music ;  and  when  you  have  collected  your 

from  love  and  social  affection.    Whenever  we  audience,  just  at  the  moment  when  their  minds 

are  fiirmed  by  nature  to  any  active  purpose,  the  are  erect  with  expectation,  let  it  be  reported 

passion  which  animates  us  to  it,  is  attended  that  a  state  criminal  cf  high  rank  is  on  the  point 

with  delight,  or  a  pleasure  of  some  kind,  let  of  being  executed  in  the  adjoining  square  ;  in 

the  subject-matter  be  what  it  will ;  and  as  our  a  moment  the  emptiness  of  the  theatre  would 

Creator  has  designed  we  should  be  united  by  demonstrate  the  comparative  weakness  cf  the 

the  bond  of  sympathy,  he  has  strengthened  imitative  arts,  and  proclaim  the  triumph  of  the 

that  bond  by  a  proportionable  delight;  and  there  real  sympathy.    I  believe  that  this  notion  of 

where  oar  ^rmptthy  is  roost  wanted,  in  our  having  a  simple  pain  in  the  reality,  yet  a 

I  dirtrMns  of  otfaiera.    If  this  passioa  was  delight  in  ttie  representation,  arises  firom  benos^ 
Vou 
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that  we  do  nut  sufficiently  distinguish  what  we  cern  in  whatever  men  feel,  so  thia  affectim 
would  by  no  means  choose  to  do,  from  wliat  prompts  us  to  copy  whatever  they  do;  aod 
we  should  be  eager  enough  to  see  if  it  was  consequently  we  have  a  pleasure  in  imitating, 
once  done.   Wo  delight  in  seeing  things,  which  and  in  whatever  belongs  to  imitation  merely  as 
so  far  from  doing,  our  heartiest  wishes  would  it  is  such,  without  any  interventien  of  the  rea- 
be  to  see  redressed.     This  noble  capital,  the  souing  faculty ;  but  solely  from  our  natural  coo- 
pride  of  England  and  of  Europe,  I  believe  no  stitution,  which  Providence  has  framed  in  such 
man  is  so  strangely  wicked  as  to  desire  to  see  a  manner  as  to  find  either  pleasure  or  delight, 
destroyed  by  a  conflagration  or  an  earthquake,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  object,  in  what- 
though  he  should  be  removed  himself  to  the  ever  regards  the  purposes  of  our  being.    It  is 
greatest  distance  from  the  danger.     But  sup-  by  imitation  far  more  than  by  precept,  that  we 
pose  such  a  fatal  accident  to  have  happened,  learn  every  thing ;  and  what  we  learn  thus,  we 
what  numbers  from  all  parts  would  crowd  to  acquire  not  only  more  efiectually,  but  more 
behdd  the  ruins,  and  among  them  many  who  pleasantly.     This  forms  our  maimers,  our  opi- 
would  have  been  content  never  to  have  seen  nions,  our  lives.    It  is  one  of  the  strongest  links 
London  in  its  glory !    Nor  is  it,  either  in  real  of  society ;  it  is  a  species  of  mutual  compliance, 
or  fictitious  distresses,  our  immunity  from  them  which  all  men  yield  to  each  other,  without  con- 
which  produces  our  delight ;  in  my  own  mind  straint  to  tliemselves,  and  which  is  extremely 
I  can  discover  nothing  like  it.    I  apprehend  flattering  to  all.   Herein  it  is  that  painting  and 
that  this  mistake  is  owing  to  a  sort  of  sophism,  many  other  agreeable  arts  have  laid  one  of  the 
by  which  we  are  frequently  imposed  upon  ;  it  principal  foundations  of  their  power.     And 
arises  fi'om  our  not  distinguishing  between  what  since,  by  its  influence  on  our  manners  and  our 
is  indeed  a  necessary  condition  to  our  doing  or  passions,  it  is  of  such  great  consequence,  I 
suflering  any  thing  in  general,  and  what  is  the  shall  here  venture  to  lay  down  a  rule,  which 
cause  of  some  particular  act.    If  a  man  kills  may  inform  us  with  a  good  degree  of  certain^ 
me  with  a  sword,  it  is  a  necessary  condition  when  we  are  to  attribute  the  power  of  the  arts 
to  this  that  we  should  have  been  both  of  us  to  imitation,  or  to  our  pleasure  in  the  skill  of 
alive  before  the  fact;  and  yet  it  would  be  ab-  the  imitatOT  merely,  and  when  lo  sympathy,  or 
surd  to  say,  that  our  being  both  living  creatures  some  other  cause  in  conjuntion  with  it.   Whea 
was  the  cause  of  his  crime  and  of  my  death,  the  object  represented  in  poetry  or   painting 
So  it  is  certain,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  is  such  as  we  could  have  no  desire  of  seeing 
my  life  should  be  out  of  any  imminent  hazard,  in  the  reality,  then  I  may  be  sure  that  its  power 
before  I  can  take  a  delight  in  the  suflcrings  of  in  poetry  or  painting  is  owing  to  the  power  of 
others,  real  or  imaginary,  or  indeed  in  any  imitation,  and  to  no  cause  operating  in  the 
thing  else  from  any  cause  whatsoever.    But  thing  itself.    So  it  is  with  most  c^  the  pieces 
then  it  is  a  sophism  to  argue  from  thence,  that  which  the  painters  call  still-life.    In  these  a 
this  immunity  is  the  cause  of  my  delight  either  cottage,  a  dunghill,  the  meanest  and  most  or- 
on  these  or  on  any  occasions.    No  one  can  dinary  utensils  of  the  kitchen,  are  capable  of 
distinguish  such  a  cause  of  satisfaction  in  his  giving  us  pleasure.    But  when  the  object  of 
own  mind,  I  believe ;  nay,  when  we  do  not  the  painting  or  poem  is  such  as  we  should  run 
suffer  any  very  acute  pain,  nor  are  exposed  to  to  see  if  real,  let  it  affect  us  with  what  odd 
any  imminent  danger  of  our  lives,  we  can  feel  sort  of  sense  it  will,  we  may  rely  upon  it,  that 
for  others,  whilst  we  suffer  ourselves ;  and  often  the  power  of  the  poem  or  picture  is  more 
then  most  when  we  are  softened  by  affliction ;  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself  than  to 
we  see  with  pity  even  distresses  which  we  the  mere  eflfect  of  imitation,  or  to  a  oonsidera- 
would  accept  in  the  place  of  our  own.  tion  of  the  skill  of  the  imitator,  however  ex- 
cellent.   Aristotle  has  spoken  so  much  and  so 
—  solidly  upon  the  force  of  imitation  in  his  Poet- 
ics, that  it  makes  any  further  discourse  upon 
SECTION  XVI.  this  subject  the  less  necessary, 

IMITATIOW.  — — _ 

The  second  passion  belonging  to  society  is  SECTION  XVII. 

imitation,  or,  if  you  will,  a  desire  of  imitating,  ambitiow 
and  consequently  a  pleasure  in  it.   This  passion 

arises  from  mudi  the  same  cause  with  sympa^  Axthouob  imitation  is  one  (£  the  great 

tby.    For  as  sympathy  makes  us  take  a  con-  instruments  used  by  Providence  in  bringing  our 
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more  towaniis  its  perfection,  yet  if  men  gave  tnMme.  The  passions  belonging  to  sel^pre- 
tiiemselves  up  to  imitation  entirely,  and  each  serration  arc  the  strongest  of  all  the  passions, 
followed  the  other,  and  so  on  in  an  eternal  cin>  The  second  head  to  which  the  passions  are 
dc,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  there  never  could  be  referred  with  relation  to  their  final  cause,  is 
ai^  improvement  among  them.  Men  must  society.  There  are  two  sorts  of  societies, 
remain  as  brutes  do,  the  same  at  the  end  that  The  first  is,  the  society  of  sex.  The  passkm 
they  are  at  this  day,  and  that  they  were  in  the  belonging  to  this  is  called  love,  and  it  contains 
be^nning  of  the  world.  To  prevent  this,  God  a  mixture  of  lust ;  its  object  is  the  beauty  of 
has  planted  in  man  a  sense  of  ambition,  and  a  women.  The  other  is  the  great  society  with 
ntis£iction  arising  firom  the  contemfJation  of  man  and  all  other  animals.  The  passion  sub- 
bis  excelling  his  fellows  in  something  deemed  servient  to  this  is  called  likewise  love,  but  it 
valuable  among  them.  It  is  this  passion  that  has  no  mixture  of  lust,  and  its  object  is  beauty ; 
drives  men  to  all  the  ways  we  see  in  use  of  which  is  a  name  I  shall  apply  to  all  such  qua- 
signalizing  themselves,  and  that  tends  to  make  lities  in  things  as  induce  in  us  a  sense  of  afiec- 
whatever  excites  in  a  man  the  idea  of  this  dis-  tion  and  tenderness,  or  some  other  passion  the 
tinction  so  very  pleasant.  It  has  been  so  most  nearly  resembling  these.  The  passion  of 
strong  as  to  make  very  miserable  men  take  love  has  its  rise  in  positive  pleasure ;  it  is,  like 
comfort,  that  they  were  supreme  in  misery  ;  all  things  which  grow  out  of  pleasure,  capable 
and  certain  it  is,  that  where  we  cannot  dis-  of  being  mixed  with  a  mode  of  uneasiness,  that 
tinguish  ourselves  by  something  excellent,  we  is,  when  an  idea  of  its  object  is  excited  in  the 
begin  to  take  a  complacency  in  some  singular  mind  with  an  idea  at  the  same  time  of  having 
ii^rmities,  fc^ies,  or  defects  of  one  kind  or  irretrievably  lost  it.  This  mixed  sense  of  plea* 
other.  It  is  cm  this  principle  that  flattery  is  so  sure  I  have  not  called  pain,  because  it  turns 
prevalent ;  for  flattery  is  no  more  than  what  upon  actual  pleasure,  and  because  it  is,  both  in 
raises  in  a  man's  mind  an  idea  of  a  preference  its  cause  and  in  most  of  its  effects,  of  a  nature 
^ich  he  has  not.    Now,  whatever,  either  on  altogether  different. 

good  or  upon  bad  grounds,  tends  to  raise  a  man  Next  to  the  general  passion  we  have  for  so- 
'  vx  his  own  opinion,  produces  a  sort  of  swelling  ciety,  to  a  choice  in  which  we  are  directed  by 
and  triumph,  that  is  extremely  grateful  to  the  the  pleasure  we  have  in  the  object,  the  parti- 
hconan  mind  ;  and  this  swelling  is  never  more  cular  passion  under  this  head  called  sympathy 
perceived,  nor  operates  with  more  force,  than  has  the  greatest  extent.  The  nature  of  this 
when  without  danger  we  are  conversant  with  passion  is,  to  put  us  in  the  place  of  another  in 
terrible  objects,  the  mind  always  claiming  to  whatever  circumstance  he  is  in,  and  to  aflect 
itself  some  part  of  the  dignity  and  im[>ortance  us  in  a  like  manner  ;  so  that  this  passion  may, 
of  the  things  'which  it  contemplates.  Hence  as  the  occasion  requires,  turn  either  on  pain 
proceeds  what  Longinus  has  observed  of  that  or  pleasure :  but  with  the  modifications  men- 
glorying  sense  of  inward  greatness,  that  always  tioned  in  some  cases  in  sect.  11.  As  to  imi- 
fitts  the  reader  of  such  passages  in  poets  and  tation  and  preference,  nothing  more  need  b^ 
orators  as  are  sublime;  it  is  what  every  man  said. 

have  felt  in  himself  upon  sudi  occasions.  


SECTION  XIX. 


SECTION  XVltl.  THE   CONCLUSION. 

THE  BJECAPIT17LATI0N.  I  BELIEVED  that  an  attempt  to  range  and 

methodize  some  of  our  most  leading  passions, 

To  draw  the  whole  of  what  has  been  said  would  be  a  good  preparative  to  such  an  inquiry 

into  a  few  distinct  points  : —  The   passions  as  we  are  going  to  make  in  the  ensuing  dis- 

whidi  belong  to  self*preservation  turn  on  pain  course.     The  passions  I  have  mentioned  are 

and  danger  ;  they  are  simply  painful  when  almost  the  only  ones  which  it  can  be  necessary 

their  causes  immediately  affect  us ;  they  are  to  consider  in  our  present  design ;  though  the 

delightful  when  we  have  an  idea  of  pain  and  variety  of  the  passions  is  great,  and  worthy  in 

danger,  without  being  actually  in  such  circum-  every  branch  of  that  variety  of  an  attentive 

stances ;  this  delight  I  have  notcalled  pleasure,  investigation.    The  more  accurately  we  search 

because  it  turns  cm  pain,  and  because  it  is  dif*  into  tbe  human  mind,  the  stronger  traces  we 

ferent  enooi^  from  any  idea  of  positive  plea-  every  where  find  of  his  wisdom  who  made  it. 

Wluttever  excites  this  delight,  I  call  If  a  discourse  on  the  use  of  the  parts  of  the 
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body  may  be  considered  as  an  hymn  to  the  just,  and  founded  on  the  basis  of  sure  ei|>en* 

Creator ;  the  use  of  the  passions,  which  are  ence.    We  might  expect  that  the  artists  them* 

the  organs  of  the  mini,  cannot  be  barren  of  selves  would  have  been  our  surest  guides;  but 

praise  to  him,  n^r  unproJuciive  to  ourselves  of  the  artiils  have  been  too  much  occupied  in  the 

that  noble  and  uncommon  union  uf  science  and  practice:  the  philosophers  have  done  little; 

admiration,  which  a  contemplation  of  the  works  and  what  they  have  done,  was  mostiywitha 

of  infinite  wisdam  alone  can  a.Tord  to  a  rational  view  to  their  own  schemes  and  svstems :  and 

mind  ;  whilst,  referring  to  him  whatever  we  as  for  those  called  critics,  they  have  generallj 

find  of  right  or  good  or  fair  in  ourselves,  disco-  sought  the  rule  of  the  arts  in  the  wzong  place; 

vering  his  strength  and  wisdom  even  in  our  they  sought  it  among  poems,  pictures,  oigra- 

own    weakness  and  imperfection,  honouring  vings,   statues,  and  buildings.     But  art  can 

them  where  we  discover  them  clearly,  and  ado-  never  give  the  rules  that  make  an  art.    This 

ring  their  profundity  where  we  are  lost  in  our  is,  I  believe,  the  reason  why  artists  in  goieral, 

search,  we  may  be  inquisitive  without  imper^  and  poets  principally,  have  been  confined  in  so 

tineuce,  and  elevated  without  pride ;  we  may  narrow  a  circle ;  they  have  been  rather  imita- 

be  admitted,  if  I  may  dare  to  say  so,  into  the  tors  of  one  another  than  of  naniie  ;  and  this 

counsels  of  the  Almighty  by  a  consideration  with  so  faithful  an  uniibrmity,  and  tosor^noto 

of  his   works.     The  elevation  of  the  mind  an  antiquity,  that  it  b  hard  to  say  who  gave 

ought  to  be  the  principal  end  of  all  our  studies,  the  first  model.    Critics  follow  them,  and  ther^ 

which  if  they  do  not  in  some  measure  effect,  fore  can  do  little  as  guides.     I  can  judge  but 

they  are  of  very  little  service  to  us.     But,  be-  poorly  of  any  thing,  whilst  I  measure  it  by  no 

sides  this  great  purpose,  a  considerati(Mi  of  the  other  standard  than  itself.     The  true  standard 

rationale  of  our  passions  seems  to  me  very  ne-  of  the  arts  is  in  every  man's  power ;  and  an 

cessary  for  all  who  would  affect  them  upon  solid  easy  observation  of  the  most  common,  some- 

and  sure  principles.    It  is  not  enough  to  know  times  of  the  meanest  things  in  nature,  will  give 

them  in  general :  to  aficct  them  after  a  delicate  the  truest  lights,  where  the  greatest  sagacity 

manner,  or  to  judge  properly  of  any  work  de-  and  iiyiustry  that  slights  such  observation,  must 

signed  to  affect  them,  we  should  know  the  ex-  leave  us  in  the  dark,  or,  what  is  worse,  amuse 

actboundariesoftheirseveral  jurisdictions;  we  and  mislead  us  by  false  lights.     In  an  inquiry 

should  pursue  them  through  aU  their  variety  of  it  is  almost  every  thing  to  be  once  in  a  right 

operations,  and  pierce  into  tlie  inmost,  and  road.    I  am  satisfied  I  have  done  but  little  by 

what  might  appear  inaccessible  parts  of  our  these  observations  considered  in  themselves ; 

nature,  and  I  never  should  have  taken  the  pains  to  di- 
gest them,  much  less  should  I  have  ever  ven- 

Quod  latet  arcana  non  enarrabile  fibra.  tured  to  publish  them,  if  I  was  oiot  convinced 

that  nothing  tends  more  to  the  corruption  of 

Without  all  this  it  is  possible  fcH*  a  man,  ailer  a  science  than  to  suffer  it  to  stagnate.    These 

confused  manner,  sometimes  to  satisfy  his  own  waters  must  be  troubled  before  they  caa  exert 

mind  of  trie  truth  of  his  work ;  but  he  can  never  their  virtues.    A  man  who  wwks  beyond  the 

have  a  certain  determinate  rule  to  go  by,  nor  surface  of  things,  though  he  may  be  wrong 

can  he  ever  make  his  propositions  sufficiently  himself,  yet  he  clears  the  way  for  others,  and 

clear  to  others.    Poets,  and  orators,  and  pain-  may  chance  to  make  even  His  errors  subser- 

ters,  and  those  who  cultivate  other  branches  of  vient  to  the  cause  of  truth.    In  the  following 

the  liberal  arts,  have  without  this  critical  know-  parts  I  shall  inquire  what  things  they  are  that 

ledge  succeeded  well  in  their  several  provinces,  cause  in  U3  the  affections  of  the  sublime  and 

and  will  succeed  ;  as  among  artificers  there  beautiful,  as  in  this  I  have  considered  the  affeo- 

are  many  machines  made  and  even  invented  tions  themselves.    I  only   desire  one  &vour, 

without  any  exact  knowledgtj  of  the  principles  that  no  part  of  this  discourse  may  be  judged  of 

they  are  governed  by.     It  is,  I  own,  not  un-  by  itself,  and  independently  of  the  rest;  fori 

common  to  be  wrong  in  theory  and  right  in  am  sensible  I  have  not  disposed  my  materials 

practice  ;  and  we  are  happy  that  it  is  so.    Men  to  abide  the  test  of  a  captious  controversy,  but 

oflen  act  right  from  their  feelings,  who  after-  of  a  sober  and  even  forgiving  examination;  that 

wards  reason  but  ill  on  them  from  principle  ;  they  are  not  armed  at  all  points  for  battle,  but 

but  as  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  an  attempt  at  dressed  to  visit  those  who  are  willing  to  gi?e  a 

such  reasoning,  and  equally  impossible  to  pre-  peaceful  entrance  to  truth, 
vent  its  having  some  influence  on  our  practice, 

Burely  it  is  worth  taking  some  pains  to  have  it  the  end  of  the  first  pajit. 
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PART  n.— SECTION  L  inodM  of  astomsfaniMit  or  admintioii  and  tiiOM 

<^  terrour.    Qa/tSos  is  in  Greek,  either  fear  or 

W  TBX  PASsxoxr  CAUSED  B7  THE  SUBLIME.  Wonder ;   ittvos   is  terrible   or   respectable ; 

aideuj  to  reverence  or  to  fear.      Vereor  in 

The  passion  caused  by  the  great  and  sub*  Latin,  is  what  aiScu  is  in  Greek.     The  Ro- 

liine  in    natwrcj  when  those  causes  operate  mams    used  the    verb  stupeo,  a  term   which 

■lost  powerfully,  is  astonishment ;  and  asto-  strongly  marks  the  state  of  an  astonished  mind, 

■iaSmient  is  that  state  of  the  soul,  in  which  all  to  express  the  effect  either  of  simple  fear,  or 

its  motions  are  suspended,  with  some  degree  of  astonishment ;  the  word  aUonitut  (thunder- 

of  borrour.'*'     In  this  case  the  mind  is  so  en-  struck)  is  equally  expressive  of  the  alliance  of 

tirely  filled  with  its  object,   that  it  cannot  these  ideas  ;  and  do  not  the  French  €tonn§' 

entertain  any  other,  nor  by  consequence  reason  ment^  and  the  English  astoniakment  and  ctmaxe' 

00  dtat  object  which  employs  it.    Hence  arises  ment,  point  out  as  clearly  the  kindred  emotions 

die  great  power  of  the  sublime,  that,  far  from  which  attend  fear  and  wonder?     They  who 

being  produced    by  them,  it  anticipates  our  have  a  more  general  kno\%  ledge  of  languages, 

reasonings,  and  hurries  us  on  by  an  irresistible  could  produce,  I  make  no  doubt,  many  other 

force.    Astonisliment,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  and  equally  striking  examples, 
effect  <^  the  sublime  in  its  highest  degree; 

die  inferiour  effects  are  admiration,  revereoca  ._— . 
and  respect. 

SECTION  in. 

SECTION  n.  OBscu&iTT. 

TERROUB.  "Pq  make  any  thing  very  terrible,  obscurity^ 

seems  in  general  to  be  necessary.  When  w« 
No  passion  so  effectually  robs  the  mind  of  j^jq^  the  f^n  extent  of  any  danger,  when  we 
an  its  powers  of  acting  and  reasoning  as  fear.f  ^an  accustom  our  eyes  to  it,  a  great  deal  of 
For  fear  being  an  apprehension  of  pam  or  the  apprehension  vanishes.  Every  one  witt 
death,  it  operates  in  a  manner  that  resembles  ^e  sensible  of  this,  who  considers  how  greatly 
actual  pain.  Whatever  therefore  is  terrible,  „ight  adds  to  our  dread,  in  all  cases  of  danger, 
with  regard  to  sight,  is  sublime  too,  whether  ^^d  how  much  the  notions  of  ghosts  and  gob- 
this  cause  of  terrour  be  endued  with  greatness  n^s,  of  which  none  can  form  clear  ideas,  affect 
of  dtmensioas  or  not;  for  it  is  impossible  to  minds  which  give  credit  to  the  popular  tales 
look  on  any  thing  as  trifling,  or  contemptible,  concerning  such  sorts  of  beings.  Those  des- 
that  may  be  dangerous.  There  are  many  p^tic  governments,  which  are  founded  on  the 
animals,  who  though  far  from  being  large,  are  passions  of  men,  and  principally  upon  the 
yet  capable  of  raising  ideas  of  the  sublime,  ^^^{0^  of  fear,  keep  their  chief  as  much  as 
because  they  are  considered  as  objects  of  terw  ^^^  he  from  the  public  eye.  The  policy  has 
rour ;  as  serpents  and  poisonous  animals  of  teen  the  same  in  many  cases  of  religion.  At 
almost  all  kinds.  And  to  things  of  great  di-  ^^^^  ^y  jhe  heathen  temples  were  dark.  Even 
mensioos,  if  we  annex  an  adventitious  idea  of  j^  ^he  barbarous  temples  of  the  Americans  at 
terrour,  they  become  without  comparison  great-  this  day,  they  keep  their  idol  in  a  dark  part  of 
er.  A  level  plain  of  a  vast  extent  on  land,  is  the  hut,  which  is  consecrated  to  his  worship, 
certainly  no  mean  idea ;  the  prospect  of  such  p^r  this  purpose  too  the  druids  performed  aU 
a  plam  may  be  as  extensive  as  a  prospect  of  their  ceremonies  in  the  bosom  of  the  darkest 
the  ocean :  but  can  it  ever  fiU  the  mind  with  ^^^g^  ^j  jn  the  shade  of  the  oldest  and  most 
any  thing  so  great  as  the  ocean  itself?  This  spreading  oaks.  No  person  seems  better  to 
IS  owing  to  several  causes ;  but  it  is  owing  to  have  understood  the  secret  of  heightening,  or 
none  more  than  this,  that  the  ocean  is  an  ob-  ^  getting  terrible  things,  if  I  may  use  the  ex- 
ject  of  no  small  terrour.  Indeed  terrour  is  in  p^ession,  in  their  strongest  light,  by  the  force 
aU  cases  whatsoever,  either  more  openly  or  ^f  a  judicious  obscurity,  than  Milton.  His 
latently,  tiie  ruling  pnnciple  of  the  sublime,  description  of  death  in  the  second  book  is  ad- 
Several  languages  bear  a  stronj?  testimony  to  mirably  studied ;  it  is  astonishing  with  what  a 
die  affinity  of  these  ideas.  They  frequently  i^^  ^ith  what  a  significant  and  ex- 
OM  ihm  same  word,  to  signify  indiTerenUy  the  pressive  uncertainty  of  strokes  and  colouring, 

*  Part  I.  sect.  S,  4,  7. 

t  Part  nr.  sect  8, 4,  6,  e.  |  Fart  IV.  sect.  14,  15, 16. 
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he  has  finished  the  portrait  of  the  king  of  teiw     which  reason  I  shall  take  a  little  more  pains  in 
rours :  clearing  it  up.    The  verses  are, 

The  other  shape,  -       .      ,    .  .         j      i  

If  shape  it  might  be  calld  that  shape  had  none  Segnius  Irritant  anitnos  demlssa  per  aiires, 

Distinguishable,  in  member,  joint,  or  limb  ;  Q«am  quaj  sunt  ocuhs  subjecta  fidelibus. 

Or  substance    might  be   call'd   that   shadow  On  this  the  Abbe  du  Bos  founds  a  criticism, 

For  each"8eera'd  either;    black  he  stood  as  wherein  he  gives  painting  the  preference  to 

night ;  poetry  in  the  article  of  moving  the  passions ; 

Fierce  as  ten  furies  ;  terrible  as  hell ;  principally  on  account  of  the  greater  cleamea 

And  shook  a  deadly  dart.    What  secmHJ  his  ^  ^^^  jj^^^  j^  represents.    I  believe  this  ex- 

The  likeness  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on.  ceUent  judge  was  led  into  this  mistake  (if  it  be 

,     ,  .    ,       ..„.,,  .  .  a  mistake)  by  his  system,  to  which  he  found 

In  this  description  aU  IS  dark,  uncertain,  con-     j^  ^^^^  conformable  than  I  imagine  it  will  be 
fused,  terrible,  and  subhme  to  the  last  degree.     ^^^^  ^^  experience.    I  know  several  who  ad- 

mire  and  love  painting,  and  yet  who  regard 
the  objects  of  their  admiration  in  that  art  with 
coolness  enough  in  comparison  of  that  warmth 
with  which  they  are  animated  by  affecting 
pieces  of  poetry  or  rhetoric.  Among  the 
common  sort  of  people,  I  never  could  perceive 
that  painting  had  moch  influence  on  their  pas- 
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OF  THE   DIFFERENCE   BETWEEN   CLEARNESS 
AND  OBSCURITY  WITH    REGARD   TO    THE 

PASSIONS.  gj^^g'  j^  jg  jj^g^  ^^^  ^jjg  jjggi  gQrts  of  paint- 
It  is  one  thing  to  make  an  idea  clear,  and  ing,  as  well  as  the  best  sorts  of  poetry,  are  not 
another  to  make  it  affecting  to  the  imagination,  much  understood  in  that  sphere.  But  it  is 
If  I  make  a  drawing  of  a  palace,  or  a  temple,  most  certain,  that  their  passions  are  very 
or  a  landscape,  I  present  a  very  clear  idea  of  strongly  roused  by  a  fanatic  preacher,  or  by 
those  objects  ;  but  then  (allowing  for  the  effect  the  ballads  of  Chevy-chace,  or  the  Children  in 
of  imitation,  which  is  something)  my  picture  the  Wood,  and  by  other  little  popular  poems 
can  at  most  affect  only  as  the  palace,  temple,  and  tales  that  are  current  in  that  rank  of  life, 
or  landscape,  would  have  affected  in  the  real-  I  do  not  know  of  any  paintings,  bad  or  good, 
ity.  On  the  other  hand,  the  most  lively  and  that  produce  the  same  effect.  So  that  poetry, 
spirited  verbal  description  I  can  give,  raises  a  with  all  its  obscurity,  has  a  more  general,  as 
very  obscure  and  imperfect  idea  of  such  ob-  well  as  a  more  powerful  dominion  over  the 
jects  ;  but  then  it  is  in  my  power  to  raise  a  passions,  than  the  other  art.  And  I  think  there 
stronger  emotion  by  the  description  than  I  are  reasons  in  nature,  why  the  obscure  idea, 
could  do  by  the  best  painting.  This  experi-  when  properly  conveyed,  should  be  more  afiect- 
ence  constantly  evinces.  The  proper  manner  ing  than  the  clejEur.  It  is  our  ignorance  of 
of  conveying  the  qff^ections  of  the  mind  from  things  that  causes  all  our  admiraticm,  and 
one  to  another,  is  by  words ;  there  is  a  great  chiefly  excites  our  passions.  Knowledge  and 
insufficiency  in  all  other  methods  of  communi-  acquaintance  make  the  most  striking  causes 
cation ;  and  so  far  is  a  clearness  of  imagery  affect  but  litde.  It  is  thus  with  the  vulgar ; 
from  being  absolutely  necessary  to  an  influence  and  all  men  are  as  the  vulgar  in  what  they  do 
upon  the  passions,  that  they  may  be  consider-  not  understand.  The  ideas  of  eternity,  and 
ably  operated  upon,  without  presenting  any  infinity,  are  among  the  most  affecting  we  have: 
image  at  all,  by  certain  sounds  adapted  to  that  and  yet  perhaps  there  is  nothing  of  which  we 
purpose ;  of  which  we  have  a  sufficient  proof  really  understand  so  little,  as  of  infinity  and 
in  the  acknowledged  and  powerful  effects  of  eternity.  We  do  not  any  where  meet  a  more 
instrumental  music.  In  reality,  a  great  clear-  sublime  description  than  this  justly  celebrated 
ness  helps  but  little  towards  affecting  the  pas-  one  of  Milton,  wherein  he  gives  the  portrait 
sions,  as  it  is  in  some  sort  an  enemy  to  all  of  Satan  with  a  dignity  so  suitable  to  the  sub- 
enthusiasms  whatsoever.  ject : 


— He  above  the  rert 


In  shape  and  gesture  proudly  eminent 

SECTION  riV.l  Stood  like  a  tower  ;  his  form  had  yet  not  lost 

■•       "■  All  her  original  brightness,  nor  appeared 

THE  SAME  SDRJECT  CONTINUED.  Less  than  archangel  ruin'd,  and  th'  excess 

„  .    „         f    A_x    /•  Of  glory  obscur'd  :  as  when  the  sun  new  rifl'B 

There  are  two  verses  in  Horace  s  Art  of  j^ooks  through  the  horizontal  misty  air 

Poetry  th^t  seem  to  contradict  this  opinion,  for  Shorn  of  his  beams ;  o;r  from  behind  the  moon 
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b  dim  eclipse  disastrous  twilight  sheds  of  our  emotion :  but  when  this  grand  cause  of 

Pc%Ycx^'?ron^a?ggJ.  """"^  ''"*'^'"  °^  '^"'^'  ^«"^"'-  "^^^«  '^  appearance,  what  is  it  ?  is  it 

not  wrapt  up  in  the  shades  of  its  own  inconn 

Herc  is  a  very  noble  picture;  and  in  what  does  prehensible  darkness,  more  awful,  more  stri- 

this  poetical  picture  consist?   in  images  of  a  ^ing,  more  terrible,  than  the  liveliest  descrip- 

tower,  an  archangel,  the  sun  rising  through  tion,  than  the  clearest  painting,  could  possibly 

mists,  or  in  an  eclipse,  the  ruin  of  monarchs,  and  represent  it  ?    When  painters  have  attempted 

the  revohitions  of  kingdoms.  The  mind  is  bur-  to  give  us  clear  representations  of  these  very 

ried  out  of  itself,  by  a  crowd  of  great  and  con-  fanciful  and  terrible  ideas,  they  have,  1  think, 

iused  images ;  which  affect  because  they  are  almost  always  failed ;  insomuch  that  I  have 

crowded  and  confused.  For  separate  them,  and  been  at  a  loss,  in  all  the  pictures  I  have  seen 

you  lose  much  of  the  greatness ;  and  join  them,  of  hell,  whether  the  painter  did  not  intend  some- 

aod  you  infallibly  lose  the  clearness.    The  im-  thing  ludicrous.   Several  painters  have  handled 

ages  raised  by  poetry  are  always  of  this  obscure  sl  subject  of  this  kind  with  a  view  of  assembling 

kind ;  though  in  general  the  effects  of  poetry  as  many  horrid  phantoms  as  their  imaginations 

•re  by  no  means  to  be  attributed  to  the  images  could  suggest ;  but  all  the  designs  I  have  chanced 

it  raises  ;  which  point  we  shall  examine  more  to  meet  of  the  temptations  of  St.  Anthony,  were 

St  large  hereafter.*     But  painting,  when  we  rather  a  sort  of  odd,  wild  grotesques,  than  any 

have  allowed  for  the  pleasure  of  imitation,  can  thing  capable  of  producing  a  serious  passion. 

only  affect  simply  by  the  images  it  presents ;  In  all  these  subjects   poetry  is  very  happy. 

and  even  in  painting,  a  judicious  obscurity  in  Its  apparitions,  its  chimeras,  its  harpies-,  its 

some  things  contributes  to  the  effect  of  the  allegorical  figures,  are  grand  and  affecting ; 

picture  ;  because  the  images  in  painting  are  and  though  Virgil's  Fame,  and  Homer's  Di&- 

exactly  similar  to  those  in  nature  ;  and  in  cord,  are  obscure,  they  are  magnificent  figures. 

nature,  dark,  confused,  uncertain  images  have  These  figures  in  painting  would  be  clear  enou^, 

a  greater  power  on  the  fancy  to  form  the  grand-  but  I  fear  they  might  become  ridiculous. 

er  passions,  than  those  have  which  are  more 

clear  and  determinate.    But  where  and  when  ■     ■ 
diis  observation  may  be  applied  to  practice,  and 

how  far  it  shall  be  extended,  will  be  better  de-  SECTION  V. 
doced  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  from 

the  occasiosi,  than  from  any  rules  that  can  b«  power. 
^ven. 

I  am  sensible  that  this  idea  has  met  with  Besides  those  things  which  ctirectb/  suggest 
•ppositkn,  and  is  likely  still  to  be  rejected  by  the  idea  of  danger,  and  those  which  produce  a 
severaL  But  let  it  be  considered,  that  hardly  similar  effect  from  a  mechanical  cause,  I  know 
«ny  thing  can  strike  the  mind  with  its  great-  of  nothing  sublime,  which  is  not  some  modi- 
Dess,  which  does  not  make  some  sort  of  ap-  fication  of  power.  And  this  branch  rises  as 
proach  towards  infinity ;  which  nothing  can  do  naturally  as  the  other  two  branches,  firom  ter- 
wfailst  we  are  able  to  perceive  its  bounids ;  but  rour,  the  common  stock  of  every  thing  that  is 
to  see  an  object  distinctly,  and  to  perceive  its  sublime.  The  idea  of  power,  at  first  view, 
bounds,  is  one  and  the  same  thing.  A  clear  seems  of  the  class  of  those  indifferent  ones, 
idea  is  therefore  an(Mher  name  for  a  little  idea,  which  may  equally  belong  to  pain  or  to  plea- 
There  is  a  passage  in  the  hook  of  Job  amazingly  sure.  But  in  reality,  the  affection  arising  from 
■tdilime,  and  this  sublimity  is  principally  due  to  the  idea  of  vast  power  is  extremely  remote  from 
the  terrible  uncertainty  of  the  thing  described :  tliat  neutral  character.  For  first,  we  must  re- 
In  thmighU  from  the  visions  of  the  night,  when  member,|  that  the  idea  of  pain,  in  its  highest 
deep  deepfalUih  upon  men,  fear  came  upon  me  degree,  is  much  stronger  than  the  highest  de- 
and  tremUing,  which  made  all  my  bones  to  shake,  grce  of  pleasure ;  and  that  it  preserves  the  same 
Then  a  spirU  passed  before  my  face.  The  hair  superiority  through  all  the  subordinate  grada- 
of  my  Jlah  stood  up.  It  stood  still,  but  I  could  tions.  From  hence  it  is,  that  where  the  chances 
not  discern  the  form  thereof ;  an  image  ivas  be-  for  equal  degrees  of  suffering  or  enjoyment  are 
fore  mine  eyes;  there  toas  silence ;  and  I  heard  in  any  sort  equal,  the  idea  of  the  suffering  must 
o  voice, — Shall  mortal  man  be  more  just  than  always  be  prevalent.  And  indeed  the  ideas  of 
Crod?  We  are  first  prepared  with  the  utmost  pain,  and  above  all  of  death,  are  so  very  affectp 
solemni^  {or  the  vision ;  we  are  first  terrified,  ing,  that  whilst  we  remain  in  the  presence  of 
before  we  are  let  even  into  the  obscure  cause  whatever  is  supposed  to  have  the  power  of  in^ 

♦  Part  V.  +  Par^  I.  seiJl.  7 
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flicting  either,  it  is  imposwible  to  be  perfectly  or  rhinoceros.  Whenever  str«igth  is  only  Qse> 

free  from  terrour.    Again,  we  know  by  experi*  ful,  and  employed  for  our  benefit  or  our  plea- 

ence,  that  for  the  enjoyment  of  pleasure,  no  sure,  then  it  is  never  sublime ;  for  nothing  can 

great  efforts  of  power  are  at  all  necessary ;  nay,  act  agreeably  to  us,  that  does  not  act  in  con- 

we  know,  that  such  efforts  would  go  a  great  formity  to  our  will ;  but  to  act  agreeably  to  our 

way  towards  destroying  our  satisfaction;  for  will,  it  must  be  subject  to  us,  and  therefore  can 

pleasure  must  be  stolen,  and  not  forced  upon  never  be  the  cause  of  a  grand  and  commanding 

us ;  pleasure  follows  the  will ;  and  therefore  we  conception.    The  description  of  the  wild  aas, 

•re  generally  affected  with  it  by  many  things  of  in  Job,  is  worked  up  into  no  small  sublimity, 

a  force  greatly  inferiour  to  our  own.  But  pain  is  merely  by  insbting  on  his  freedom,  and  Us 

always  inflicted- by  a,  p6wer  in  some  way  supe-  setting  mankind  at  defiance ;  otherwise  the  de* 

riour,  because  we  neVersubmit  to  pain  willingly,  scription  of  such  an  animal  could  have  nothing 

So  that  strength^  violence,  pain,  and  terrour,  noble  in  it.     JVho  hath  loosed  (says  he,)  tht 

are  ideas  that  rush  in  upon  the  mind  together,  bands  of  the  unldassl  whose  house  J  have  mads 

Look  at  a  man,  or  any  other  animal  of  prodigious  the  wiiderness,  and  the  barren  land  his  dwd&ngs. 

strength,  and  what  is  your  idea  before  reflec-  He  scorneth  the  rmdtitude  of  the  dty^  neither  re* 

tion?    Is  it  that  this  strength  will  be  subser-  gardeth  he  the  voice  oj  the  driver.     The  rangt 

vient  to  you,  to  your  ease,  to  your  pleasure,  to  of  the  mountains  is  his  pasture.   The  magnific^it 

your  interest  in  any  sense  ?    No ;  the  emotion  description  of  the  unicorn  and  of  leviathan  in 

you  feel  is,  lest  this  enormous  strength  should  the  same  book  is  full  of  the  same  heightening 

be  employed  to  the  purposes  of  rapine*  and  circumstances:  IVill  the  urucam  be  voiUxngto 

destruction.    That  power  derives  all  its  subli-  serve  theel  canst  thou  bind  thetmicam  wiihhis 

mity  from  the  terrour  with  which  it  is  generally  band  in  the  furrow  ?  wilt  thou  trust  him  because 

accompanied,  will  appear  evidently  from  its  Jus  strength  is  great? — Canst  thou  draw  out 

effect  in  the  very  few  cases  in  which  it  may  leiriathan  vnth  an  hook? — wiU  he  make  a  coot' 

be  possible  to  strip  a  considerable  degree  oi*  nantwith  tJiee?  wilt  thou  take  him  for  a  servant 

■trenglh  of  its  ability  to  hurt.    When  you  do  for  ever?  shall  not  one  be  cast  down  even  at  tht 

this,  you  spoil  it  of  every  thing  sublime,  and  it  sight  of  Mm?    In  short,  wheresoever  we  find 

immediately  becomes  contemptible.    An  ox  is  strength,  and  in  what  light  soever  we  look  upon 

a  creature  of  vast  strength ,  but  he  is  an  inno-  power,  we  shall  all  al(»ig  observe  the  sublime 

cent  creature,  extremely  serviceable,  and  not  at  the  concomitant  of  terrour,  and  contempt  the 

all  dangerous ;  for  which  reason  the  idea  of  an  attendant  on  a  strength  that  is  subservient  and 

ox  is  by  no  means  grand.   A  bull  is  strong  too:  innoxious.    The  race  of  dogs  in  many  of  their 

but  his  strength  is  of  another  kind ;  often  very  kinds,  have  generally  a  competent  degree  of 

destructive,   seldom  (at  least  among  us)  of  strength  and  swiflness ;  and  they  exert  these 

any  use  in  our  business;  the  idea  of  a  bull  is  and  other  valuable  qualities  which  they  possess, 

therefore  great,  and  it  has  frequently  a  place  in  greatly  to  our  convenience  and  pleasure.  Dogi 

sublime  descriptions,  and  elevating  compau-i-  are  indeed  the  most  social,  affectionate,  and 

sons.    Let  us  look  at  another  strong  animal,  in  amiable  animals  of  the  whole  brute  creation; 

the  two  distinct  lights  in  which  we  may  consi-  but  love  approaches  mudi  nearer  to  contempt 

der  him.     The  horse  in  the  light  of  an  useful  than  is  commonly  imagined ;  and  accordingly, 

beast,  fit  for  the  plough,  the  road,  the  draft ;  in  though  we  caress  d(^,  we  borrow  from  then 

every  social  useful  light,  the  horse  has  nothing  an  appellation  of  the  most  despicable  kind,  when 

sublime:  but  is  it  thus  that  we  are  affected  we  employ  terms  of  reproach;  and  this  appella- 

with  him,  whose  neck  is  clothed  with  thunder^  the  tion  is  the  comnum  mark  of  the  last  vileness 

glory  of  whose  nostrils  is  terrible,  who  swalloweth  and  contempt  in  every  language.  Wolves  have 

the  ground  with  fierceness  and  rage,  neither  be-  not  more  strength  than  several  species  of  dogs; 

lieveth  that  it  is  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  ?    In  but,  on  account  of  their  unmanageable  fierce- 

this  description  the  useful  character  of  the  horse  ness,  the  idea  of  a  wolf  is  not  despicable ;  it  is 

entirely  disappears,  and  the  terrible  and  sublime  not  excluded  from  grand  descripti(M»  and  simi- 

blaze  out  together.    We  have  continually  about  litudes.      Thus  we  are  affected  by  strength, 

us  animals  of  a  strength  that  is  considerable,  which  is  natural  power.     The  power  ^idi 

but  not  pernicious.     Among  these  we  never  arises  from  institution  in  kings  and  ootmnaad- 

look  for  the  sublime ;  it  comes  upon  us  in  the  ers,  has  the  same  connection  with  terroor. 

gloomy  forest,  and  in  the  howling  wilderness.  Sovereigns  are  frequently  addressed  with  the 

in  the  form  of  the  lion,  the  tiger,  the  panther,  title  cf  dread  majesty.  And  it  may  be  observed, 

that  young  pers(ms,  little  acquainted  wiA  the 

*  Vide  Part  m.  sect  31  world,  and  who  have  not  been  used  to  approtch 


AND  BEAUTIFUL.  S> 

men  in  power,  are  commonly  struck  with  an  of  the  justice  with  which  it  is  exercised,  nor 

awe  which  takes  away  the  free  use  of  their  the  mercy  with  which  it  is  tempered,  can  wholly 

faculties.     fVken  I  prepared  my  seat  in  the  remove  the  terrour  that  naturally  arises  from  a 

ttreety  (says  Job,)  the  ytmng  nun  saw  otc,  and  force  which  nothing  can  withstand.     If  we 

hid  themselves.    Indeed,  so  natural  is  this  tinn-  rejoice,  we  rejoice  with  trembling:  and  even 

dity  with  regard  to  power,  and  so  strongly  does  whilst  we  are  receiving  benefits,  we  cannot  but 

it  inhere  in  our  constitution,  that  very  few  are  shudder  at  a  power  which  can  confer  benefits 

able  tm  conquer  it,  but  by  mixing  much  in  the  of  such  mighty  importance.  When  the  prophet 

busineas  of  the  great  world,  or  by  using  no  David  contemplated  the  wonders  of  wisdom  and 

small  violence  to  their  natural  dispositions.    I  power  which  are  displayed  in  the  ceconomy  of 

know  some  people  are  of  opinion,  that  no  awe,  man,  he  seems  to  be  struck  with  a  sort  of  divine 

no  degree  of  terrour,  accompanies  the  idea  of  horrour,  and  cries  out,  FearfuUy  andvxmderfutty 

power:  and  have  hazarded  to  affirm,  that  we  can  I  made!    An  heathen  poet  has  a  sentiment 


the  idea  of  that  great  and  tremendous  Being,  and  glorious  fabric  of  the  universe: 

as  an  example  in  an  argument  so  light  as  this ; 

though  it  frequently  occurred  to  me,  not  as  an  5"*^®  ®°^®"*'  «'  ^'®"**'»  ®'  decedentla  certis 

^u:J^,-       *      u^  *  n       .'        /.  Tempera  momemis,  aunt  qui  formidme  nulla 

objocuoo  to,  but  as  a  strong  confirmation  of,  imbuii  spectam. 

my  notions  in  this  matter.  I  hope,  in  what  I  ^  ,  ,  «  .  . 
am  going  to  say,  I  shall  avoid  presumption,  Lucretius  is  a  poet  not  to  be  suspected  of  giving 
where  it  is  aknost  impossible  for  any  mortal  to  ^^^  ^  superstitious  terrours ;  yet  when  he  sup- 
speak  with  strict  propriety.  I  say  then,  that  ^^^^  ^^^  whole  mechanism  of  nature  laid  open 
whilst  we  consider  theGodhead  merely  as  he  is  ^y  *?  ">a«cr  of  his  philosophy,  his  transport 
an  object  of  the  understanding,  which  forms  a  *«  ^!f  magnificent  view,  whidi  he  has  repre- 
complex  idea  of  power,  wisdom,  justice,  good-  ""^^**  ^  ^  colours  of  such  bold  and  lively 
neas,  all  stretched  to  a  degree  far  exceeding  P**^';^'  ^*  overcast  with  a  shade  of  secret  dread 
the  bounds  of  our  comprehension,  whilst  we  ^^  horrour: 

coiBider  the  Divinity  in  this  refined  and  ab-  His  tibi  me  rebus  qusdam  dtvina  voluptaa 
stracted  light,  the  imagination  and  passions  J^erciptt,  aique  horror,  quod  eic  Natura  tua  vi 
are  Utde  o?  nothing  affected.  But  he^e  we  ^*"  ^'^^^^^  P»tet  ex  omn.  parte  retecia. 
are  bound,  by  the  condition  of  our  nature,  to  But  the  scripture  alone  can  supply  ideas  an- 
ascend  to  these  pure  and  intellectuid  ideas,  swerable  to  the  majesty  of  this  subject.  In  the 
through  the  medium  of  sensible  images,  and  to  scripture,  wherever  God  is  represented  as  ap- 
judge  of  these  divine  qualities  by  their  evident  pearing  or  speaking,  every  thing  terrible  in 
acts  and  exertions,  it  becomes  extremely  hard  nature  is  called  up  to  heighten  the  awe  and 
to  disentangle  om:  idea  of  the  cause  from  the  solemnity  of  the  divine  presence.  The  psalms, 
efiect  by  which  we  are  led  to  know  it.  Then  and  the  prophetical  books,  are  crowded  with 
when  we  contemplate  the  Deity,  his  attributes  instances  of  this  kind.  The  earth  shook  (saya 
and  their  operation  coming  united  on  the  mind,  the  psalmist,)  the  heavens  also  dropped  at  ihs 
form  a  sort  of  sensible  image,  and  as  such  are  presence  of  the  Lord.  And,  what  is  remark- 
capable  of  afiecting  the  imagination.  Now,  able,  the  painting  preserves  the  same  charac- 
though  in  a  just  idea  of  the  Deity,  perhaps  ter,  not  only  when  he  is  supposed  descending 
ocne  of  his  attributes  are  predominant,  yet  to  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  wicked,  but  even 
onr  imagination,  his  power  is  by  far  the  most  when  he  exerts  the  like  plenitude  of  power,  in 
striking.  Some  reflection,  some  comparing,  is  acts  of  beneficence  to  mankind.  Tremble^  thou 
necessary  to  satisfy  us  of  his  wisdom,  his  jus-  earth!  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord;  at  the  pre 
tice,  and  his  goodness.  To  be  struck  with  his  sence  of  the  God  of  Jacxh ;  which  turned  the 
power,  it  is  only^iecessary  that  we  should  open  rock  into  standing  vxUer^  (he  flint  into  a  fountain 
our  eyes.  But  whilst  we  contemplate  so  vast  an  of  waters!  It  were  endless  to  enumerate  all 
object,  under  the  arm,  as  it  were,  of  Almighty  the  passages,  both  in  the  sacred  and  profane 
power,  and  invested  npon  every  side  with  om-  writers,  which  establish  the  general  sentiment 
n^>re8ence,  we  shrink  into  the  minuteness  of  of  mankind,  concerning  the  inseparable  onion 
oar  own  nature,  and  are,  in  a  manner,  annihi-  c^  a  sacred  and  reverential  awe,  with  our 
lated  before  him.  And  though  a  consideration  ideas  of  the  divinity.  Hence  the  common 
of  his  other  attributes  may  relieve  in  some  maxun,  Primus  in  orbe  deos  fecit  pernor.  This 
measure  cor  apprdiensions ;  yet  no  conviction  maxim  may  be,  as  I  believe  it  is,  false  with 
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.  .      /•     r  '^     »riw.  »..ir*r  Ibant  obacurL  mla  sub  noete,  per  tim6ram, 

ragard  to  the  origin  of  religion.    The  maker  J™^\,^dom?8  Diiis  vacuas,  et  tmima  rcgnt. 
of  the  maxim  saw  how  inseparable  these  ideas  ^^bterraneous  gods !  whose  awful  sway 

were,  without  considering  that  the  notion  ot  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^ -^^^^  shades  obey; 

tome  great  power  must  be  always  precedent  to  q  chaos,  hoar  I  and  Phlegethon  profound .   ^ 

Mir  Hread  of  it.    But  this  dread  must  necessa-  Whose  solemn  empire  stretches  wide  arouna. 

rytSfwtheideaofsuchapowerwbenitis  g[- -^.^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ooie  excited  in  the  mind.    It  is  on  this  principle  gj/e'^^^f^;;?  Eighty  secrets  to  display 

that  true  religion  has,  and  must  have,  so  large  ^^^^  ^^^^  i^i^ck  realms  of  darkness  to  lUe 
a  mixture  of  salutary  fear ;  and  that  false  reli-         day.  *^'"- 

gions  have  generally  nothing  else  but  fear  to  obscure  they  went  through  dreary  shades  tia& 

miDDort  them.     Before  the  Christian  religion         led  ^      .  .         r  .v.«  j*^ 

lupport  uieiii.    w  .      .     1  .u«  ;  j«„  ^r  tH*»  ni-     Alone  the  toaate  dominions  of  the  dead. 
had,  as  it  were,  humanized  the  idea  ot  the  ui-     Aioug  mo  wc*«*  Dbtdbn. 

vinity,  and  brought  it  somewhat  nearer  to  us, 

there  was  very  little  said  of  the  love  of  God.  

The  followers  of  Plato  have  something  of  it, 

and  only  something ;  the  other  writers  of  pagan  SECTION  VII. 
antiquity,  whether  poets  or  philosophers,  no- 
thing at  all.    And  they  who  consider  with  what  vastness. 
infinite  attention,  by  what  a  disregard  of  every 

perishable  object,  through  what  long  habits  of  Greatness*  of  dimension  is  a  powerful 

piety  and  contemplation  it  is,  any  man  is  able  ^^^^^  ^f  the  sublime.    This  is  too  evident, 

to  attain  an  entire  love  and  devotion  to  the  ^^^  j^e  observation  too  common,  to  need  acy 

Deity,  will  easily  perceive,  that  it  is  not  the  yjustration ;  it  is  not  so  common  to  consider  in 

first,  the  most  natural,  and  the  most  striking  ^hat  ways  greatness  of  dimension,  vastness  of 

effect  which  proceeds  from  that  idea.    Thus  extent  or  quantity,  has  the  most  striking  effect 

we  have  traced  power  through  its  several  gra-  po^  certainly,  there  are  ways,   and  modes, 

dations  unto  the  highest  of  all,  where  our  ima-  therein  the  same  quantity  of  extension  shall 

gination  is  finally  lost ;  and  we  fiind  terrour,  produce  greater  effects  than  it  is  found  to  do  in 

quite  throughout  the  progress,  its  inseparable  others.    Extension  is  either  in  length,  height, 

companion,  and  growing  along  with  it,  as  far  ^j,  depth.    Of  these  the  length  strikes  least; 

as  we  can  possibly  trace  them.    Now  as  power  j^j  hundred  yards  of  even  ground  will  never 

is  undoubtedly  a  capital  source  of  the  sublime,  ^q^j,.  g^jh  an  effect  as  a  tower  an  hundred 

this  will  point  out  evidently  from  whence  its  yj^^ds  high,  or  a  rock  or  mountain  of  that  alti- 

energy  is  derived,  and  to  what  class  of  ideas  tude.    I  am  apt  to  imagine    likewise,  that 

we  ought  to  unite  it.  height  is  less  grand  than  depth ;  and  that  we 

are  more  struck  at  looking  down  fi-om  a  preci- 

'——'  pice,  than  looking  up  at  an  object  of  equal 

height ;  but  of  that  I  am  not  very  positive.    A 

SECTION  VI.  perpendicular  has  more  force  in  forming  the 

sublime  than  an  inclined  plane ;  and  the  effects 

PRIVATION.  of  a  rugged  and  broken  surface  seem  strongs 

than  where  it  is  smooth  and  polished.    It  would 

All  geTieral  privations  are  great,  because  ^arry  us  out  of  our  way  to  enter  in  this  place 

they  are  all  terrible ;  Vacuitt/y  Darkness^  Soli-  jjjto  the  cause  of  these  appearances ;  but  cer- 

tude,  and  Silence.    With  what  a  fire  of  imagi-  t^in  it  is  they  afford  a  large  and  fruitful  tield 

nation,  yet  with  what  severity  of  judgment,  has  ^f  speculation.    However,  it  may  not  be  amiss 

Virgil  amassed  all  these  circumstances,  where  t^  ^^  jo  these  remarks  upon  magnitude,  that 

he  knows  that  all  tlie  images  of  a  tremendous  ^  the  great  extreme  of  dimension  is  sublime, 

dignity  ought  to  be  united,  at  the  mouth  of  hell !  g^  the  last  extreme  of  littleness  is  in  some  mea- 

where,  before  he  unlocks  the  secrets  of  the  ^^^^  sublime  likewise;  when  we  attend  to  the 

great  deep,  he  seems  to  be  seized  with  a  reli-  i„g„itg  divisibility  of  matter,  when  we  pursue 

gious  horrour,  and  to  retire  astonished  at  the  ^^^^^^  ^f^  i„to  these  excessively  smaU,  and 

boldness  ofhis  own  design:  yet  organised  beings,  that  escape  the  nicest 

Dii  qulbus  imperium  est  animarum,  umbreeque  inquisition  of  the  sense,  when  we  push  our 

r.r^?^"'**:  T>i      .V  «  I  1  -  ,      •»    -•       discoveries  yet  downward,  and  consider  those 

Et  Chaos,  et  Plegethon !   loca  node  silentta     «,^„h«^-  »«!»      .  j  *         «  j  .u^ 

latg  J     '  "  creatures  so  many  degrees  yet  smaller,  and  tn« 

Sit  mihi  fas  audita  loqui !  sit  numine  vestro 
.  Pandere  res  alia  terra  et  caligine  mersas  I  ♦  Tart  IV.  sect.  9. 
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ftiil diminishing  scale  of  existence,  in  tracing  of  some  remark}  some  complaint,  or  song; 

which  the  imagination  is  lost  as  well  as  the  which  having  struck  powerfully  on  their  disor- 

Bense,  we  become  amazed  and  confounded  at  dered  imagination  in  the  beginning  of  their 

Ifae  wonders  of  minuteness ;  nor  can  we  distin-  phrenzy,  every  repetition  reinforces  it  with  new 

guishin  its  effect  this  extreme  of  littleness  from  strength ;  and  the  hurry  of  their  spirits  unre- 

tiw  rast  itself.    For  division  must  be  infinite  strained  by  the  curb  of  reason,  continues  it  to 

as  nreil  as  additi(Hi ;  because  the  idea  of  a  per-  the  end  (^  their  lives. 

feet  unity  can  no  more  be  arrived  at,  than  that 

oft  comi^ete  whole,  to  which  nothing  may  be  — ^— . 

added. 


SECTION  IX. 


SECTION  Vin.  succEssiow  and  uiafORMiTT. 

iwFiwiTY.  StJccEssioN  and  uniform^  of  parts  are  what 

constitute  the  artificial  infinite.    1.  Succemon; 

AifOTHER  source  of  the  sublime  is  irifinity ;  which  is  requisite  that  the  parts  may  be  con* 

if  it  does  not  rather  belong  to  the  last.    Infinity  tinned  so  long  and  in  such  a  direction,  as  by 

has  a  tendency  to  fill  the  mind  with  that  sort  of  t^eir  frequent  impulses  on  the  sense  to  imprest 

delightful  horrour,  which  is  the  most  genuine  ^®  imagination  with  an  idea  of  their  progress 

effect,  and  truest  test  of  the  sublime.    There  beyond  their  actual  limits.     2.    Uniformity; 

are  scarce  any  things  which  can  become  the  because  if  the  figures  of  the  parts  should  be 

objects  of  our  senses,  that  are  really  and  in  changed,  the  imagination  at  every  change  finds 

their  own  nature  infinite.    But  the  eye  not  *  check ;  you  are  presented  at  every  alteration 

being  able  to  perceive  the  bounds  of  many  ^i^^  the  termination  of  one  idea,  and  the  be- 

things,  they  seem  to  be  infinite,  and  they  pro-  ginning  of  another ;  by  which  means  it  becomes 

duce  the  same  effects  as  if  they  were  really  so.  impossible  to  continue  that  uninterrupted  pro- 

We  are  deceived  in  the  like  manner,  if  the  gression,  which  alone  can  stamp  on  bounded 

parts  of  some  large  object  are  so  continued  to  objects  the  character  of  infinity. J    It  is  in  this 

any  indefinite  number,  that  the  imagination  kind  of  artificial  infinity,  I  believe,  we  ought  to 

Bieets  no  check  which  may  hinder  its  extend-  look  fo""  the  cause  why  a  rotund  has  such  a 

ing  them  at  pleasure.  noble  effect.    For  in  a  rotund,  whether  it  be  a 

Whenever  we  repeat  any  idea  frequently,  building  or  a  plantation,  you  can  no  where  fix 

the  mind,  by  a  sort  of  mechanism,  repeats  it  a  boundary ;  turn  which  way  you  will,  the  same 

kog  after  the  first  cause  has  ceased  to  operate.*  object  still  seems  to  continue,  and  the  imaginar 

After  whirling  about,  when  we  sit  down,  the  tion  has  no  rest.    But  the  parts  must  be  uni- 

objects  about  us  still  seem  to  whirl.    After  a  <o™>  as  well  as  circularly  disposed,  to  give  this 

long  succession  of  noises,  as  the  fall  of  waters,  figure  its  full  force  ;  because  any  difference, 

or  the  beating  of  forge  hammers,  the  hammers  whether  it  be  in  the  disposition,  or  in  the  figure, 

beat  and  the  water  roars  in  the  imagination  or  even  in  the  colour  of  the  parts,  is  highly 

long  after  the  first  sounds  have  ceased  to  affect  prejudicial  to  the  idea  of  infinity,  which  every 

it ;  and  they  die  away  at  last  by  gradations  change  must  check  and  interrupt,  at  every  al- 

which  are  scarcely  perceptible.    If  you  hold  teration  commencing  a  new  series.    On  the 

np  a  straight  pole,  with  your  eye  to  one  end,  it  same  principles  of  succession  and  uniformity, 

wiH  seem  extended  to  a  length  almost  incredi-  the  grand  appearance  of  the  ancient  heathen 

Uc-t    Place  a  number  of  uniform  and  equidis-  temples,  which  were  generally  oblong  forms, 

taot  marks  on  this  pole,  they  wiU  cause  the  with  a  range  of  uniform  pUlars  on  every  side, 

same  deception,  and  seem  multiplied  without  will  be  easily  accounted  for.    From  the  same 

cad.     The  senses,  strongly  affected  m  some  cause  also  may  be  derived  the  grand  effect  of 

one  manner,  cannot  quickly  change  their  tenour  the  aisles  in  many  of  our  own  old  cathedrals. 

or  adapt  themselves  to  other  things ;  but  they  The  form  of  a  cross  used  in  some  churches 

continue  in  their  old  channel  until  the  strength  seems  to  me  not  so  eligible  as  the  parallelogram 

of  the  first  mover  decays.    This  is  the  reason  of  die  ancients ;  at  least,  I  imagine  it  is  not  so 
of  an  appearance  very  frequent  in  madmen ; 

times  whole  years,  m  the  constant  repetition  ^ause  in  the  rotund  at  one  glance  you  see  half 

the  building.    This  I  do  not  Imagine  to  be  the 

•  Part  IV.  sect  13.            \  Part  IV.  sect.  14.  real  cause. 
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proper  for  the  outside.    For,  supposing  the  when  they  were  suflTered  to  run  to  immenae 

arms  of  the  cross  every  way  equal,  if  you  stand  distances.    A  true  artist  should  put  a  generoui 

in  a  direction  parallel  to  any  of  the  side  walls,  deceit  on  the  spectators,  and  ^ect  the  nobleaf 

or  colonnade?,  instead  ofa  deception  that  makes  designs  by  easy  methods.    Designs  that  are 

the  buililing  more  extended  than  it  is,  you  are  vast  only  by  their  dimensions,  are  always  the 

cut  off  from  a  considerable  part  (two  thirds)  of  sign  of  a  common  and  low  imagination.    No 

its  actual  length ;  and  to  prevent  all  possibility  woric  of  art  can  be  great,  but  as  it  deceives;  to 

of  progression,  the  arms  of  the  cross  taking  a  be  otherwise  is  the  prerogative  of  nabire  only. 

new  direction,  make  a  right  angle  with  the  A  good  eye  will  fix  the  medium  betwixt  an  ei- 

beam,  and  thereby  wholly  turn  the  imagination  cessive  length  or  height,  (for  the  same  objeetioi 

from  the  repetition  of  the  former  idea.     Or  sup-  lies  against  both,)  and  a  short  or  brdten  qaan- 

pose  the  spectator  placed  where  he  may  take  a  tity:  and  perhaps  it  might  be  ascertained  to  a 

direct  view  of  such  a  building,  what  will  be  the  tolerable  degree  of  exactness,  if  it  was  my  pa^ 

consequence  ?  the  necessary  consequence  will  pose  to  descend  far  into  the  particulars  of  aoy 

be,  that  a  good  part  of  the  basis  of  each  angle  art. 

formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  arms  of  the  

cross,  must  be  inevitably  lost ;  the  whole  must 
of  course  assume  a  broken  unconnected  figure ; 

the  lights  must  be  unequal,  here  strong,  and  SECTION  XI. 

there  weak ;  without  that  noble  gradation,  which  

the  perspective  always  effects  on  \wTts  dispo-  nfrnnrr  iw  pleasiko  objecti . 
sed  uninterruptedly  in  a  right  line.    Some  or  all 

of  these  objections  will  lie  against  every  figure  Ii^iwitt,  though  of  another  kind,  causM 
of  a  cross,  in  whatever  view  you  take  it.  I  "™"ch  of  our  pleasure  m  agreeable,  as  welial 
exemplified  them  in  the  Greek  cross,  in  which  ?^  ^^  ^^^'ig*'^  »"  sublime  images.  The  spring 
these  faults  appear  the  most  strongly ;  but  they  *^  *^®  pleasantest  of  the  seasons ;  and  the  ybong 
appear  in  some  degree  in  all  sorts  of  crosses.  ^^  ^^^^  animals,  though  far  from  being  com- 
Indeed  there  is  nothing  more  prejudicial  to  the  P'etely  fashioned,  afford  a  more  agreeable  sen- 
grandeur  of  buildings,  than  to  abound  in  angles ;  ^*\o"  V^^  ^^^  ^"'^  g">^"  ?  because  the  nnagi- 
a  feult  obvious  in  many;  and  owing  to  an  in-  n^tio"  is  entertained  with  the  promise  of  some- 
ordinate  thirst  for  variety,  which,  whenever  it  *^'."?  "*°''®'  anddoesnot  acquiesce  in  theprescnt 
prevails,  is  sure  to  leave  very  little  true  taste,  o^^ct  of  the  sense.    In  unfinished  sketches  of 

drawing,  I  have  often  seen  something  which 

,____  pleased  me  bey(Hid  the  best  finishing ;  and  this 

I  believe  proceeds  fi-om  the  cause  I  have  jost 

SECTION  X.  "°^  assigned. 

MAGNITUDE   XIT  BUILDINO.  -...-... 


To  the  sublime  in  building,  greatness  of  di-  SECTION  TTfT 
mensi<»  seems  requisite ;  for  on  a  few  parts, 

and  those  small,  the  imagination  cannot  rise  to  nmcuLTT. 
any  idea  of  infinity.    No  greatness  in  the  man- 
ner can  effectually  compensate  for  the  want  of  Another*  source  of  greatness  is  diOeuibl. 
proper  dimensions.    There  is  no  danger  of  When  any  work  seems  to  have  requked^ 
drawmg  men  into  exU^vagant  designs  by  this  ^ense  force  and  labour  to  effect  it,  Uie  idea  is 
nile ;  it  carries  its  own  caution  along  with  it.  g^and.    Stmiehenge,  neither  for  dbpoaition  nor 
Because  too  great  a  length  m  buildings  destroys  ornament,  has  any  thing  admirableVbut  those 
Ae  purpose  of  greatness,  which  it  was  mlended  huge  rude  masses  of  stone,  set  on  end,  and  piled 
to  promote ;  the  perspective  will  lessen  it  in  each  on  other,  turn  the  mind  on  the  imJense 
height  as  It  gams  m  length;  and  wiU  bring  it  fo^ce  necessary  for  such  a  work.    Nay,  the 
at  last  to  a  poin  ;  tummg  the  whole  figure  mto  rudeness  of  the  work  increases  this  ca.^  of 
a  sort  of  tnangle,  the  poorest  m  its  effect  of  grandeur,  as  it  excludes  the  idea  of  art  and 
almost  any  figure  that  can  be  presented  to  the  contrivance;  for  dexterity  produces  anothersort 
^e.    I  have  ever  observed,  that  colonnades  of  effect,  which  is  differen\enou«lifa>in2iL 
and  avenues  of  trees  of  a  moderate  length,  ^^          ^^ 
were  without  comparison  far  grander,  than  *  Part  IV.  sect.  4  6  6. 


AND  BEAUTIFUL.  99 

SECTION  Xni.  Howwuhe  honoured  mihemidat  of  the  -pw 

pUi  in  his  coming  out  of  the  aanctwxry  !    He 

MAomFiCEKCE.  wos  OS  the  morning  star  m  the  midst  of  a  chudj 

and  as  the  moon  at  the  full ;  cut  the  sun  shining 

Maonificence  is  likewise  a  source  of  the  upon  the  temple  of  the  Most  High,  and  as  the 

ndiiime.    A  great  prc^usion  of  things,  which  rainbow  giving  light  in  the  bright  clouds :  and 

are  s{rieadid  or  valuabie  in  themselves,  is  mag'  as  thejtawer  of  roses  in  the  spring  of  the  year^  as 

nificeiU.    The  starry  heaven,  though  it  occurs  lilies  by  the  rivers  of  watersy  and  as  thejrcmkin' 

so  very  frequently  to  oar  view,  never  fails  to  cense  tree  in  summer ;  as  fire  and  incense  in  the 

excite  an  idea  of  grandeur.    Thi^  cannot  be  censer^  and  as  a  vessel  of  gold  set  wUh  precious 

owing  to  the  stars  themselves,  separately  con-  stonnes  ;  asa  fair  olive  tree  budding  forth  fruity 

lidered.     The  number  is  certainly  the  cause,  and  as  a  cypress  which  groweth  up  to  the  clouds. 

The  apparent  disorder  augments  the  grandeur,  JVhen  he  put  an  the  robe  of  honour^  and  was 

for  the  appearance  of  care  is  higlily  contrary  to  clothed  with  the  perfection  of  glory ^  when  he  toeni 

our  ideas  of  magnificence.    Besides,  the  stars  up  to  the  holy  altar,  he  made  the  garment  of  ho^ 

lie  in  such  apparent  (infusion,  as  makes  it  im-  Une^  honourable.    He  himself  stood  by   the 

possible  on  ordinary  occasions  to  reckon  them,  hearth  of  the  altars  compassed  with  hxs  brethren 

This  gives  them  the  advantage  of  a  sort  of  in-  round  about ;  asa  young  cedar  in  UbanuSy  and 

finity.    In  worics  of  art,  this  kind  of  grandeur,  as  palm  trees  compassed  they  him  about.    So 

which  consists  in  multitude,  is  to  be  very  cau-  were  all  Vie  sons  of  Aaron  in  their  gUxy,  and  tkm 

tiousiy  admitted ;  because  a  profusion  of  ex-  oblations  of  the  Lord  in  their  hands^  ^. 
cellent  things  is  not  to  be  attained,  or  with  too 

much  difficulty;  and  because  in  many  cases  ■ 
this  splendid  confusion  would  destroy  aU  use, 

which  should  be  attended  to  in  most  of  the  SECTION   XIY. 
works  of  art  with  the  gresUest  care  ;  besides  it 

is  to  be  ccnsidered,  that  unless  you  can  produce  lioht. 
an  appearance  of  infinity  by  your  disorder,  you 

will  have  disorder  only  without  magnificence.  Hayino  considered  extension,  so  far  as  it  is 

There  are,  however,  a  sort  of  fire-works,  and  capable  of  raising  ideas  of  greatness ;  colour 

some  other  things,  that  in  this  way  succeed  comes  next  under  consideration.    AU  colours 

well,  and  are  truly  grand.    There  are  also  depend  on  light.    Light  therefore  ought  previ- 

many  descriptions  in  the  poets  and  orators,  ously  to  be  examined  ;  and  with  it  its  opposite, 

whidi  owe  dieir  suUimity  to  a  richness  and  darkness.     With  regard  to  light,  to  msike  it  a 

profusion  of  images,  in  which  the  mind  is  so  cause  capable  of  producing  the  sublime,  it 

dazzled  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  attend  to  must  be  attended  with  some  circumstances, 

that  exact  coherence  and  agreement  of  the  al-  besides  its  bare  faculty  of  shewing  other  ob- 

lusioDS,  which  we  should  require  on  every  other  jects.    Mere  light  is  too  common  a  thing  to 

occasi<m.    I  do  not  now  remember  a  more  strik-  make  a  strong  impression  on  the  mind,  and 

ing  example  of  this,  than  the  description  which  without  a  strong  impression  nothing  can  be 

is  given  of  the  king's  army  in  the  play  of  Henry  sublime.    But  such  a  light  as  that  of  the  sun, 

the  Fourth ;  immediately  exerted  on  the  eye,  as  it  overpow- 

All  furnish'd,  all  in  arms,  ers  the  sense,  is  a  very  great  idea.    Light  of 

All  pinm'd  like  ostriches  that  with  the  wind  an  inferiour  strength  to  this,  if  it  moves  with 
Baited  like  eagles  having  lately  bathed :  ^^^  celerity,  has  the  same  power ;  for  light- 
As  full  of  sptnt  as  the  month  of  May,  ».  .  _.  ^',  J  ».  r  J  ^-  . 
And  gorgeous  as  the  sun  in  midsummer,  n»ng  is  certamly  productive  of  grandeur,  which 
Wanton  as  youthful  goats,  wild  as  young  bulls  it  owes  chiefly  to  the  extreme  velocity  of  its 
T  saw  young  Harry  with  his  beaver  on  motion.  A  quick  transition  from  light  to  dark- 
Rise  from  the  ground  like  feather'd  Mercury ;  jy^^  darkness  to  light,  has  yet  a  greater 
And  vaulcefl  with  such  ease  mio  his  seat,  ir.T>*ji  ."'  •'j  f-  e 
As  if  an  angel  dropped  from  the  clouds  ©nect.  But  darkness  is  more  productive  of 
To  turn  and  wind  a  fiery  Pegasus.  sublime  ideas  than  light.     Our  great  poet  was 

In  that  excellent  book,  so  remarkable  for  the  convinced  of  this  ;  and  indeed  so  full  was  he 

vivacity  of  its  descriptions,  as  well  as  the  soli-  of  this  idea,  so  entirely  possessed  with  the 

dity  and  penetration  of  its  sentences,  the  Wis-  power  of  a  well  managed  darkness,  that  in 

dom  of  the  son  of  Sirach,  there  is  a  noble  pane-  describing  the  appearance  of  the  Deity,  amidst 

gyric  on  the  high  priest  Simon  the  son  of  Onias ;  that  profusion  of  magnificent  images,  which 

and  it  is  a  very  fine  example  of  the  point  be-  the  grandeur  of  his  subject  provokes  him  to 

^  1^ .  pour  out  upon  every  side,  he  is  far  fi-om  forget. 
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ting  the  obscurity  which  sarrouncb  the  meet 
iDcomprehensible  of  all  beings,  but 

^Wiih  the  majesty  of  darkness  round 

Circles  his  throne. 

And  what  is  no  less  remarkable,  our  author  had 
the  secret  of  preserving  this  idea,  even  when 
he  seemed  to  depart  the  farthest  from  it,  when 
he  describes  the  light  and  glory  which  flows 
from  the  divine  presence ;  a  light  which  by  its 
very  excess  is  converted  into  a  species  of  dark- 
ness. 

Dark  with  excessive  light  thy  skirts  appear. 
Here  is  an  idea  not  only  poetical  in  an  high 
degree,  but  strictly  and  philosophically  just. 
Extreme  light,  by  overcoming  the  organs  of 
sight,  obliterates  all  objects,  so  as  in  its  etfect 
exactly  to  resemble  darkness.  After  looking 
for  some  time  at  the  sun,  two  black  spots,  the 
impression  which  it  leaves,  seem  to  dance  be- 
fore our  eyes.  Thus  are  two  ideas  as  opposite 
as  can  be  imagined  reconciled  in  the  extremes 
of  both ;  and  both  in  spite  of  tlieir  opposite 
nature,  brought  to  concur  in  producing  the 
sublime.  And  this  is  not  the  only  instance 
wherein  the  opposite  extremes  operate  equally 
in  favour  of  the  sublime,  which  in  all  things 
abhors  mediocrity. 


SECTION  XVI. 


SECTION  XV. 


I.XOHT  IN   BUILDING. 


COLOUR    CONSIDERED    AS     PRODtTCTITfi    Or 

THE  SUBLIME. 

Among  colours,  such  as  are  soft  or  cheerful 
(except  perhaps  a  strong  red  which  is  cheer- 
ful) are  unfit  to  produce  grand  images.  An 
immense  mountain  covered  with  a  shining 
green  turf,  is  nothing,  in  this  respect,  to  one 
dark  and  gloomy ;  the  cloudy  sky  is  mcM-e  grand 
than  the  blue ;  and  night  more  sublime  and 
solemn  than  day.  Therefore  in  historical 
painting,  a  gay  or  gaudy  drapery  can  never 
have  a  happy  eflfect :  and  in  buildings,  when 
the  highest  degree  of  the  sublime  is  intended, 
the  materials  and  ornaments  ought  neither  to 
be  white,  nor  green,  nor  yellow,  nor  blue,  nor 
of  a  pale  red,  nor  violet,  nor  spotted,  but  of  sad 
and  fuscous  colours,  as  black,  or  brown,  or  deep 
purple,  and  the  like.  Much  of  gilding,  mosa- 
ics, painting,  or  statues,  contribute  but  little  to 
the  sublime.  This  rule  need  not  be  put  in 
practice,  except  where  an  uniform  degree  of 
the  most  striking  sublimity  is  to  be  produced, 
and  that  in  every  particular ;  for  it  ought  to  be 
observed,  that  this  melancholy  kind  of  great- 
ness, though  it  be  certainly  the  highest,  ought 
not  to  be  studied  in  all  sorts  of  edifices,  where 
yet  grandeur  must  be  studied:  in  su(^  cases 
the  sublimity  must  be  drawn  from  the  other 
sources ;  with  a  strict  caution  however  against 
any  thing  light  and  riant ;  as  nothing  so  effect- 
ually deadens  the  whole  taste  of  the  sublime. 


As  the  management  of  light  is  a  matter  of 
importance  in  architecture,  it  is  worth  inquir- 
ing, how  far  this  remark  is  applicable  to  build- 
ing. I  think  then,  that  all  edifices  calculated 
to  produce  an  idea  of  the  sublime,  ought  rather 
to  be  dark  and  gloomy,  and  this  for  two  rea- 
sons ;  the  first  is,  that  darkness  itself  on  other 
occasions  is  known  by  experience  to  have  a 
greater  effect  on  the  passions  than  light.  The 
second  is,  that  to  make  an  object  very  striking, 
we  should  make  it  as  different  as  possible  from 
the  objects  with  which  we  have  been  immedi- 
ately conversant ;  when  therefore  you  enter  a 
building,  you  cannot  pass  into  a  greater  light 
than  you  had  in  the  open  air ;  to  go  into  some 
few  degrees  less  luminous,  can  make  only  a 
trifling  change;  but  to  make  the  transition 
thoroughly  striking,  you  ought  to  pass  from  the 
greatest  light,  to  as  much  darkness  as  is  coa- 
sistent  with  the  uses  of  architecture.  At  nisht 
the  contrary  rule  will  hoM,  but  for  the  very  same 
reason ;  and  the  more  highly  a  room  is  then 
illuminated,  the  grander  will  the  passion  be. 


SECTION  XVU. 

SOUND   AND   LOUDNESS. 

The  eye  is  not  the  only  organ  of  sensation, 
by  which  a  sublime  passion  may  be  produced. 
Sounds  have  a  great  power  in  these  as  in  most 
other  passions.  I  do  not  mean  words,  because 
words  do  not  affect  simply  by  their  sounds,  but 
by  means  altogether  different.  Excessive  loud- 
ness alone  is  sufficient  to  overpower  the  soul, 
to  suspend  its  action,  and  to  fill  it  with  ter- 
rour.  The  noise  of  vast  cataracts,  raging 
storms,  thunder,  or  artillery,  awakes  a  great 
and  awful  sensation  in  the  mind,  though  we 
can  observe  no  nicety  or  artifice  in  those  sorts 
of  music.  The  shouting  of  multitudes  has  a 
similar  effect ;  and,  by  the  sole  strength  of  the 
sound,  so  amazes  and  confounds  the  imagi- 
nation, that,  in  this  staggering  and  hurry  of 
the  mind,   the  best  established  tempers  can 
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Karceiy  forbear  being  bome  down,  and  joining 
in  tlw  commrai  cry,  and  commoQ  resolution  of 

tbe  crowd. 


Quale  per  incertam  lunnm  sub  luce  maligna 
Est  iter  in  sylvis. :. 


-A  faint  shadow  of  uncertain  light, 


SECTION  xvm. 


suDDnnirEss. 


AsoDDEir  beginning,  or  sudden  cessation 
oTsoond  of  any  considerable  force,  has  the 
wne  power.     The  attention  is  roused  by  this ; 
lod  the  faculties  driven  forward,  as  it  were, 
OB  their  guard.    Whatever  either  in  sights  or 
Konds  makes  the  transition  from  one  extreme 
to  the  other  easy,  causes  no  terrour,  and  con- 
sequently can  be  no  cause  of  greatness.    In 
erery  thing  sudden  and  unexpected,  we  are  apt 
to  start ;  that  is,  we  have  a  perception  of  dan- 
ger, and  our  nature  rouses  us  to  guard  against 
it    It  may  be  observed  that  a  single  sound  of 
some  strength,  though  but  of  short  duration,  if 
repeated  after  intervals,  has  a  grand  effect. 
Few  things  are  more  awfiil  than  the  striking 
of  a  great  clock,  when  the  silence  of  the  night 
prevents  the  attention  from  being  too  much 
dissipated.     The  same  may  be  said  of  a  single 
stroke  on  a  drum,  repeated  with  pauses ;  and 
of  the  successive  firing  of  cannon  at  a  distance. 
All  the  efilects  mentioned  in  this  section  have 
very  nearly  alike. 


Like  as  a  lamp,  whose  life  doth  fade  away  j 
Or  as  the  moon  clothed  with  cloudy  night 
Doth  shew  to  him  who  walks  in  fear  and  great 
affright.  Spbnsee. 

But  light  now  appearing,  and  now  leaving  us, 
and  so  off  and  on,  is  even  more  terrible  than 
total  darkness  :  and  a  sort  of  uncertain  sounds 
are,  when  the  necessary  dispositions  concur, 
more  alarming  than  a  total  silence. 


SECTION  XIX. 

nrTERMiTTiiro. 

A  LOW,  tremulous,  intermitting  sound, 
though  it  seems  in  some  respects  opposite  to 
that  just  mentioned,  is  productive  of  the  sub- 
lime. It  is  worth  while  to  examine  this  a  little. 
The  &ct  itself  must  be  determined  by  every 
man*8  own  experience  and  reflection.  I  have 
already  observed,*  that  night  increases  our 
terrour,  noore  perhaps  than  any  thing  else ;  it 
is  our  nature,  when  we  do  not  know  what  may 
happen  to  us,  to  fear  tbe  worst  that  can  hap- 
pen ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  uncertainty  is  so 
terrible,  ^baX  we  often  seek  to  be  rid  of  it,  at 
die  hazard  of  a  certain  mischief.  Now,  some 
km,  conlbsed,  micertain  sounds,  leave  us  in 
die  sanko  fetffful  anxiety  concerning  their 
eanses,  that  no  light,  or  an  uncertain  light,  does, 
eoneenuDg  tfao  objects  that  surround  us. 

4  Section  8. 


SECTION  XX. 

THE   CRIES   or   ANIMALS. 

Such  sounds  as  imitate  the  natural  inarticu- 
late voices  of  men,  or  any  animals  in  pain  or 
danger,  are  capable  of  conveying  great  ideas ; 
unless  it  be  the  well-known  voice  of  some  crea- 
ture, on  which  we  are  used  to  look  with  con- 
tempt. The  angry  tones  of  wild  beasts  are 
equally  capable  of  causing  a  great  and  awful 
sensation. 

Kinc  exaudiri  gemitus,  irjEqueleonum 
Vincla  recusanium,  et  sera  sub  nocte  ruden 

turn  ; 
Setigerique  sues,  atque  in  praesepibus  ursi 
Saevire  j  et  formae  magnorum  ululare  luporum. 

It  might  seem  that  these  modulations  of  sound 
carry  some  connection  with  the  nature  of  the 
things  they  represent,  and  are  not  merely  arbi- 
trary ;  because  the  natural  cries  of  all  animals, 
even  of  those  animals  with  whom  we  have  not 
been  acquainted,  never  fail  to  make  themselves 
sufficiently  understood ;  this  cannot  be  said  of 
language.  The  modifications  of  sound,  which 
may  be  productive  of  the  sublime,  are  almost 
infinite.  Those  I  have  mentioned,  are  only  a 
few  instances  to  shew,  on  what  principles  they 
are  all  built. 


SECTION  XXI. 

SMELL   AND  TASTE.      BITTEAS  AND 
STENCHES. 

Smells  and  tastes',  have  some  share  too  in 
ideas  of  greatness ;  but  it  is  a  small  one,  weak 
in  its  nature,  and  confined  in  its  operations.  I 
shall  oAly  observe,  that  no  smells  or  tastes  can 
produce  a  grand  sensation,  except  excessive 
bitters,  and  intolerable  stenches.  It  is  true, 
that  these  affections  of  the  smell'  and  taste, 
when  they  are  in  their  full  force,  and  lean  di- 
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rectly  upon  the  sensory,  are  simply  painful,  and  degrees  of  labour,  pain,  angaidi,  torm^t,  ii 

acc(<mpanied  with  no  sort  of  delight ;  but  when  productive  of  the  suMime ;  and  nothing  else  in 

they   are  moderated,  as   in  a  description  or  this  sense  can   produce  it.     I  need  not  givt 

narrative,  they  become  sources  of  the  sublime,  here  any  fresh  instances,  as  those  given  in  the 

as  genuine  as  any  other,  and  upon  the  very  former  sections  abundantly  illustrate  a  remark, 

same  principle  of  a  moderated  pain.     ''  A  cup  tliat  in  reality  wants  only  an  attention  to  nature, 

of  bitterness ;"    "  to  drain  the  bitter  cup  of  to  be  made  by  every  body, 
fortune ;"  "  the  bitter  apples  of  Sodom ;"  these         Having  thus  run  through  the  causes  of  the 

are  all  ideas  suitable  to  a  sublime  description,  sublime  with  reference  to  all  the  senses,  my 

Nor  is  this  passage  of  Virgil  without  sublimi-  first  observation  (sect.  7.)  will  be  found  very 

ty,  where  the  stench  of  the  vapour  in  Albuena  nearly  true ;  that  the  sublime  is  an  idea  b^ 

conspires   so  happily  with  the  sacred  horrour  longing  to  self-preservation ;  that  it  is  therefore 

and  gloominess  of  that  prophetic  forest:  one  of  the  most  affecting  we  have;  that  its 

At  rex  soliciius  monstris  oracula  Fauni  strongest  emotion  is  an  emotion  of  distress; 

Fatidici  gei.itoris  adit,  lucosque  sub  alta  and  that  no  pleasure*  from  a  positive  cause 

Consulii  Albunea,  nemorum  quae  maxima  sacro  belongs  to  it.    Numberless  examples,  besides 

Fonte^^nat ;  stBvamque  txhalat  opaca  Mephu  y^^  mentioned,  might  be  brought  in  support 

of  these  truths,  and  many  {>erhaps  useful  con- 
In  the  sixth  book,  and  in  a  very  sublime  de-  sequences  drawn  from  tliem— 
flcription,  the  poisonous  exhalatiori  of  Acheron        g^j  ^^^^^  i„terea,  fugii  irrevocabile  tempus, 
is  not  forgot,  nor  does  it  at  all  disagree  with         Singula  dum  capii  circumvectamur  aqiore. 
the  other  images  among  which  it  is  introduced : 

Spelunca  a//a  fuit,  t?a«/oguc  m77ian/«hiatu  THE  EiO)  OP  the  second  pakt. 

Scrupea,  tuta  lacu  nigroj  nemorumque  tene- 

bn'Sy  ■ 

Quam  super  haud  ullae  poterant  impune  vo- 

lantes 
Tendere  iter  pennis,  talis  sese  haUtus  atris  PART  III. — SECTION  I. 

Faucihus  effundena  supera  ad  convexa  ferC' 

*"'•  OF   BEAUTY. 

I  have  added  these  examples,  because  some 

friends,  for  whose  judgment  I  have  great  defer-        It  is  my  design  to  consider  beauty  as  distin- 

ence,  were  of  opinion,  that  if  the   sentiment  guished  from  tlie  sublime ;  and,  in  tho  coorss 

stood  nakedly  by  itself,  it  would  be  subject,  at  of  the  inquiry,  to  examine  how  far  it  is  consis- 

first  view,  to  burlesque  and  ridicule  ;  but  this  tent  with  it.     But  previous  to  this,  we  must 

I  imagine  would  principally  arise  from  con-  take  a  short  review  of  the  opinions  already  eo- 

sidering  the  bitterness  and  stench  in  company  tertained  of  this  quality ;  which  I  think  are 

with  mean  and  contemptible  ideas,  with  which  hardly  to  be  reduced  to  any  fixed  principles ; 

it  must  be  owned  they  are  often  united ;  sudi  because  men  are  used  to  talk  of  beauty  in  a 

an  union  degrades  the  sublime  in  all  other  in-  figurative  manner,  that  is  to  say,  in  a  manner 

stances  as  well  as  in  those.    But  it  is  one  of  extremely  uncertain,  and  indeterminate.    By 

the  tests  by  which  the  sublimity  of  an  image  beauty  I  mean  that  quality,  or  those  qualities 

is  to  be  tried,  not  whether  it  becomes  mean  in  bodies,  by  which  they  cause  love,  or  some 

when  associated  with  mean  ideas:  but  whether,  passion  similar  to  it.    I  confine  this  definition 

when  united  with  images  of  an  allowed  gran-  to  the  merely  sensible  qualities  of  things,  tat 

deur,  the  whole  composition  is  supported  with  the  sake  of  preserving  the  utmost  simplici^  in 

dignity.     Things  which  are  terrible  are  always  a  subject  which  must  always  distract  us,  wbei>> 

great ;  but  when  things  possess  disagreeable  ever  we  take  in  those  various  causes  of  sym- 

qualities,  or  such  as  have  indeed  some  degree  pathy  which  attach  us  to  any  perscms  (x*  things 

of  danger,  but  of  a  danger  easily  overcome,  from  secondary  consideraticNQs,  and  not  fixjm 

they  are  merely  odiouSf  as  toads  and  spiders.  the  direct  force  which  they  have  merely  on 

being  viewed.    I  likewise  distinguish  love,  by 

■  which  I  mean  that  satisfaction  whidi  arises  to 

the  mind  upon  contemplating  any  thing  beao- 

SECTION  XXn.  '  tiful,  of  whatsoever  nature  it  may  be,  from  de- 

PKIT  IWO         PA  TV  ^^^^  ^^  '"^ '    ^^*^^  "    *°    ®"®^gy  ^  *®    "^ 

that  hurries  us  on  to  the  possession  of  certain 

Orfedingy  little  more  can  be  said  than  that  objects,  that  do  not  affect  us  as  they  are  be«u- 
the  idea  of  bodily  pain,  in  all  the  modes  and  #  Vide  Part  I.  sect  6. 
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tifol,  but  by  means  altogether  different.  We  is  from  this  absolute  indifference  and  tranquil- 
shall  have  a  strong  desire  for  a  woman  of  no  lity  of  the  mind,  that  mathematical  specula- 
remarkable  beauty ;  whilst  the  greatest  beauty  ticms  derive  some  of  their  most  considerable 
m  men,  or  in  other  animals,  though  it  causes  advantages ;  because  there  is  nothing  to  inte- 
bre,  yet  it  excites  nothing  at  all  of  desire,  rest  the  imagination ;  because  the  judgment 
Whidi  shews  that  beauty,  and  the  passion  sits  free  and  unbiassed  to  examine  the  point, 
caused  by  beauty,  which  I  call  love,  is  differ-  All  proportions,  every  arrangement  of  quantity 
ent  from  desire,  though  desire  may  sometimes  is  alike  to  the  understanding,  because  the  same 
operate  aknig  with  it ;  but  it  is  to  this  latter  tniths  result  to  it  from  all ;  from  greater,  from 
that  we  must  attribute  those  violent  aud  tern-  lesser,  from  equality  and  inequality.  But 
pestuoos  passicHis,  and  the  consequent  emo-  surely  beauty  is  no  idea  bekmging  to  mensu- 
tioQs  dt  the  body  which  attend  what  is  called  ration ;  nor  has  it  any  thing  to  do  with  calcu- 
lore  io  some  of  its  ordinary  acceptations,  and  lation  and  geometry.  If  it  had,  we  might  then 
Ml  to  the  effects  (tf  beauty  merely  as  it  is  such,  point  out  some  certain  measures  which  we 

could  demonstrate  to  be  beautiful,  either  as 

— ^—  simply  considered,  or  as  related  to  others ;  and 

we  could  call  in  those  natural  objects,  for  whose 

SECTION  n.  beauty  we  have  no  voucher  but  tlie  sense,  to 

this  happy  standard,  and  confirm  the  voice  of 

nu>FORTioir  WOT  THE  CAUSE  OF  BEAUTY  our  passious  by  the  determination  of  our  rea- 

IK  YEOETABLES.  SOU.    But  siuce  WO  liavo  not  this  help,  let  us 

see  whether  proportion  can  in  any  sense  bo 

Beautt  hath  usuaUy  been  said  to  consist  in  considered  as  the  cause  of  beauty,  as  hath  been 

certain  proportions  of  parts.  On  considering  the  so  generally,  and  by  some  so  confidently  affirm^ 

matter,  I  have  great  reason  to  doubt,  whether  ed.    If  proportion  be  one  of  the  constituents 

beauty  be  at  all  an  idea  belonging  to  propor-  <^  beauty,  it  must  derive  that  power  either 

tion.    Proportion  relates  aUnost  wholly  to  con-  fi-om  some  natural  properties  inherent  in  cer- 

venience,  as  every  idea  of  order  seems  to  do;  tain  measures,  which  operate  mechanically  ; 

and  it  must  therefore  be  considered  as  a  creo-  from  tlie  operation  of  custom ;  or  from  the  fit- 

ture  c/ the  understanding,  rather  than  a  primaiy  ness  which  some  measures  have  to  answer 

cause  acting  on  the  senses  and  imagination,  some   particular  ends  of  conveniency.     Our 

It  is  not  by  the  force  of  long  attention  and  in-  business  therefore  is  to  enquire,  whether  the 

quiry  thai  we  find  any  object  to  be  beautiful;  parts  of  those  objects,  which  are  found  beauti- 

beaoty  demands  no  assistance  from  our  reason?-  ful  in  the  vegetable  or  animal  kingdoms,  are 

ing;  even  the  will  is  unconcerned;  the  ap-  constantly  so  formed  according  to  such  certain 

pearance  of  beauty  as  effectually  causes  some  measures,  as  may  serve  to  satisfy  us  that  their 

degree  of  love  in  us,  as  the  applicaticm  of  ice  beauty  results  from  those  measures  on  the  prin- 

orfire  produces  the  ideas  of  heat  or  cold.    To  ciple  of  a  natural  mechanical  cause ;  or  from 

gain  something  like  a  satisfactory  conclusi(»i  custom ;  or,  in  fine,  from  their  fitness  for  any 

in  this  point,  it  were  well  to  examine,  what  determinate  purposes.    I  intend  to  examine 

proportioci  is ;  since  several  who  make  use  of  this  point  under  each  of  these  heads  in  their 

ttmt  word,  do  not  always  seem  to  understand  order.    But  before  I  proceed  further,  X  hope  it 

very  clearly  the  force  of  the  term,  nor  to  have  will  not  be  thought  amiss,  if  I  lay  down  the 

very  distinct  ideas  concerning  the  thing  itself,  rules  which  governed  me  in  this  inquiry,  and 

Proportion  is  the  measure  of  relative  quantity,  which  have  misled  me  in  it,  if  I  have  gone 

Since  all  quantity  is  divisible,  it  is  evident  astray.    1 .  If  two  bodies  produce  the  same  or 

that  every  distinct  part  into  which  any  quan-  a  similar  effect  on  the  mind,  and  on  examina- 

tity  is  divided,  must  bear  some  relation  to  the  tion  they  are  found  to  agree  in  some  of  their 

other  parts,  or  to  the  whole.    These  relaticxis  properties,  and  to  differ  in  others  ;  the  common 

give  an  origin  to  the  idea  of  prqiortion.   They  effect  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  properties  in 

are  discovered  by  mensuration,  and  they  are  which  they  agree,  and  not  to  those  in  which 

die  objects  of  mathematical  inquiry.     But  they  differ.    2.  Not  to  account  for  the  effect  of 

whether  any  part  of  any  determinate  quantity  a  natural  object  from  the  effect  of  an  artificial 

be  a  fourth,  or  a  fifUi,  or  a  sixth,  or  a  moiety  of  object.    3.  Not  to  account  for  the  effect  of  any 

the  whole ;  or  whether  it  be  of  equal  length  natural  object  fi-om  a  conclusion  of  our  reason 

with  any  oth«r  part,  or  double  its  length,  or  but  concerning  its  uses,  if  a  natural  cause  may  be 

one  half,  is  a  matter  merdy  indiffOTent  to  the  assigned.    4.  Not  to  admit  any  determinate 

niod ;  it  tUuida  neater  in  die  question:  and  it  quantity,  or  any  relation  of  quantity,  as  the 
Vol,  I.— 5 
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cause  of  a  certain  effect,  if  the  effect  is  produ-  SECTION  EH. 
ced  by  different  or  opposite  measures  and  rela- 
tions ;  or  if  these  measures  and  relations  may  pkoportiok  iroT  thx  cause  or  beauty  /* 
exist,  and  yet  the  effect  may  not  be  produced.  AirxMAXS. 
These  are  the  rules  which  I  have  chiefly  fol- 
lowed, whilst  I  examined  into  the  powered  pro-         That  prc^xntion  has  but  a  small  share  in 
portion  considered  as  a  natural  cause;  and  Ae  formation  ofbeauty,  is  full  as  evidoitamoDg 
these,  if  he  tliinks  them  just,  I  request  the  rea-  animals.    Here  the  greatest  vanety  of  shapes 
der  to  carry  with  him  throughout  the  following  and  dispositicHis  of  parts,  are  well  fitted  to 
discussion ;  whilst  we  enquire  in  the  first  place,  excite  this   idea.     The  swan,  confessedlj  a 
in  what  things  we  find  this  quality  of  beauty :  beautiful  bird,  has  a  neck  longer  than  the  mt 
next,  to  see  whether  in  these  we  can  find  any  of  his  body,  and  but  a  very  short  tail :  is  dui  a 
assignable    prq>ortions,  in  such  a  manner  as  beautiful  proportion  ?  we  must  allow  that  it  ii. 
ought  to  convince  us  that  our  idea  of  beauty  But  then  what  shall  we  say  to  the  peacodc, 
results  fix>m  them.    We  shall  consider  this  who  has  comparatively  but  a  short  ne<i,  wiA 
pleasing  power,  as  it  appears  in  vegetables,  in  a  tail  longer  than  the  neck  and  the  rest  of  the 
the  inferiour  animals,  and  in  man.     Turning  body  taken  together?     How  many  birds  are 
our  eyes  to  the  vegetable  creation,  we  find  no-  there  that  vary  infinitely  irom  each  of  these 
thing  there  so  beautiful  as  flowers ;  but  flowers  standards,  and  from  every  other  whidi  yoa 
are  almost  of  every  sort  of  shape,  and  of  every  can  fix;  with  proportions  diflferent,  and  often 
sort  of  disposition ;  they  are  turned  and  fash-  directly  opposite  to  each  other !  and  yet  nwoiy 
ioned  into  an  infinite  variety  of  forms  ;  and  of  these  birds  are  extremely  beautiful ;  when 
from  these  forms  botanists  have  given  them  upon  considering  them  we  find  nothing  in  any 
their  names,    which  are   almost  as  various,  one  part  that  might  determine  us  Ht  priori,  to 
What  proportion  do  we  discover  between  the  say  what  the  others  ought  to  be,  nor  indeed  to 
stalks  and  the  leaves  of  flowers,  or  between  the  guess  any  thing  about  them,  but  what  experi- 
leaves  and  the  pistils  ?    How  does  the  slender  ence  might  shew  to  be  full  of  disapp(Hntnient 
stalk  of  the  rose  agree  with  the  bulky  head  and  mistake.    And  with  regard  to  the  colours 
under  which  it  bends?  but  the  rose  is  a  beau-  either  of  birds  or  flowers,  fiwr  there  is  some- 
tiful  flower ;  and  can  we  undertake  to  say  that  thing  similar  in  the  colouring  of  both,  whether 
it  does  not  owe  a  great  deal  of  its  beauty  even  they  are  considered  in  their  ext^ision  or  grar 
to  that  disproportion ;  the  rose  is  a  large  flower,  dation,  there  is  nothing  of  proportion  to  be 
yet  it  grows  upon  a  small  shrub ;  the  flower  of  observed.    Some  are  of  but  one  single  colour; 
the  apple  is  very  small,  and  grows  upon  a  large  others  have  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow ; 
tree ;  yet  the  rose  and  the  apple  blossom  are  some  are  of  the  primary  colours,  others  are  of 
both  beautiful,  and  the  plants  that  bear  them  the  mixt ;  in  sh(Ht,  an  attentive  obaerver  may 
are  most  engagmgly  attired,  notwithstanding  soon  conclude,  that  there  is  as  little  of  propot- 
this  disproportion.    What  by  general  consent  tion  in  the  colouring  as  in  die  shapes  o£  these 
is  allowed  to  be  a  more  beautiful  object  than  objects.     Turn  next  to  beasts ;  ezamiiie  Uie 
an  orange  tree,  flourishing  at  once  with  its  head  of  a  beautiful  hcNise;  find  what  proportion 
leaves,  its  blossoms,  and  its  fruit?  but  it  is  in  that  bears  to  his  body,  and  to  his  lindbs,  and 
vain  that  we  search  here  for  any  proportion  what  relations  these  have  to  each  odi»' ;  and 
between  the  height,  the  breadth,  or  any  thing  when  you  have  settled  these  proportk»s  as  t 
else  concerning  the  dimensions  of  the  whole,  standard  of  beauty,  then  take  a  dx^  or  cat,  or 
or  concerning  the  relation  of  the  particular  any  other  animal,  and  examine  how  &r  the 
parts  to  each  other.    I  grant  that  we  may  ob-  same  proporticms  between  their   heads  and 
serve  in  many  flowers,  something  of  a  regular  their  necks,  between  those  and  the  body,  and 
figure,  and  of  a  methodical  disposition  of  the  so  on,  are  found  to  h<M ;  I  think  we  may  raf<^ 
leaves.    The  rose  has  such  a  figure  and  such  a  say,  that  they  differ  in  every  species,  y^  thi^ 
disposition  of  its  petals ;  but  in  an  oblique  there  are  individuals  found  in  a  great  many 
view,  when  this  figure  is  in  a  good  measure  species  so  differing,  that  have  a  .very  strikiDg 
lost,  and  the  order  of  the  leaves  confounded,  beauty.    Now,  if  it  be  allowed  that  very  differ- 
it  yet  retains  its  beauty ;  the  rose  is  even  more  ent,  and  even  contrary,  forms  and  dispiasitiani 
beautiful  before  it  is  full  blown ;  and  the  bud,  are  consistent  with  beauty,  it  amounts  I  belieft 
before  this  exact  figure  is  formed ;  and  this  is  to  a  concession,  that  no  certain  measureSi 
not  the  only  instance  wherein  method  and  exact-  operating  from  a  natural  principle,  are  nece»* 
ness,  the  soul  ofproportion,are  found  rather  pre-  sary  to  produce  it,  at  least  so  far  asthebnrtt 
judicial  than  serviceable  to  the  cause  of  beauty,  species  is  concerned. 
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SECTION  ly.  beauty  agreed   among  themselves  about  the 

t                                                                        •  proportions  of  the  human  body  ?  some  hold  it 

'      noPOBTiOKT  xroT  THE  CAUSE  OF  BEAUTY  lit  to  be  seven  heads ;  some  make  it  eight;  whilst 

THE  HUMAN  SPECIES.  others  extend  it  even  to  ten ;  a  vast  difierence 

in  such  a  small  number  of  divisions !    Others 
There  are  some  parts  (^  the  human  body,  take  other  methods  of  estimating  the  propcn^ 
tfaat  are  observed  to  hold  certain  proportions  to  tions,  and  all  with  equal  success.   But  are  these 
Mcfa  other ;  but  before  it  can  be  proved,  that  proportions  exactly  the  same  in  all  liandsome 
Ae  efficient  cause  of  beauty  lies  in  these,  it  men  ?  or  are  they  at  all  the  proportions  found 
uost  be  shewn,  that  wherever  these  are  found  in  beautiful  women?  nobody  will  say  that  they 
eact,  the  person  to  whom  they  belong  is  beau-  are ;  yet  both  sexes  are  undoubtedly  capable  of 
tifiil:  I  mean  in  the  effect  produced  on  the  beauty,  and  the  female  of  the  greatest;  which 
view,  either  of  any  member  distinctly  consi-  advantage  I  believe  will  hardly  be  attributed  to 
dered,  or  of  the  whole  body  together.    It  must  the  superiour  exactness  of  proportion  in  the  fair 
be  likewise  shewn,  that  these  parts  stand  in  sex.    Let  us  rest  a  moment  on  this  point ;  and 
lodi  a  relation  to  each  other,  that  the  com-  consider  how  much  difierence  there  is  between 
ptrisoo  between  them  may  be  easily  made,  and  the  measures  that  prevail  in  many  similar  parts 
that  the  affection  of  the  mind  may  naturally  of  the  body,  in  the  two  sexes  of  this  single  spe- 
result  from  it.     For  my  part,  I  have  at  several  cies  only.    If  you  assign  any  determinate  pro- 
times  very  carefiilly  examined  many  of  those  portions  ta  the  limbs  c^a  man,  and  if  you  limit 
proporti<ms,  and  found  them  hokl  very  nearly,  human  beauty  to  these  proportions,  when  you 
or  altogether  alike  in  many  subjects,  which  find  a  woman  who  differs  in  the  make  and  mea- 
were  not  only  very  different  from  one  another,  sures  of  almost  every  part,  you  must  conclude 
but  where  one  has  been  very  beautiful,  and  the  her  not  to  be  beautiful,  in  spite  of  the  sugges- 
otber  very  remote  from  beauty.    With  regard  tions  of  your  imagination ;  or,  in  obedience 
to  the  parts  in^ch  are  found  so  proportioned,  to  your  imagination,  you  must  renounce  your 
dtey  arc  often  so  remote  from  each  other,  in  rules ;  you  must  lay  by  the  scale  and  con^ass, 
litnatioD,  nature,  and  office,  that  I  cannot  see  and  look  out  for  some  other  cause  of  beauty, 
bow  they  admit  of  any  comparison,  nor  conse-  For  if  beauty  be  attached  to  certain  measures 
(jnently  how  any  effect  owing  to  proportion  can  which  operate  from  a  principle  in  nature^  why 
reflolt  from  them.   The  neck,  say  they  in  beau-  should  similar  parts  with  different  measures  oif 
tiful  bodies,  shoukl  measure  with  the  calf  of  the  proportion  be  found  to  have  beauty,  and  this  too 
leg;  it  should  likewise  be  twice  the  circum-  in  Uie  very  same  species?  but  to  open  our  view 
ference  c/the  wrist.    And  an  infinity  of  ol^er-  a  litde,  it  is  worth  observing,  that  almost  all 
fatioDS  of  this  kind  are  to  be  found  in  the  animals  have  parts  of  very  much  the  same  na- 
writings  and  conversations  of  many.   But  what  ture,  and  destined  nearly  to  the  same  purposes  ? 
rehtioQ  has  the  calf  of  the  leg  to  the  neck ;  or  an  head,  nedc,  body,  feet,  eyes,  ears,  nose,  and 
either  of  these  parts  to  the  wrist?    These  pro-  mouth ;  yet  Providence,  to  provide  in  the  best 
portioiis  are  certainly  to  be  found  in  handsome  manner  for  their  several  wants,  and  to  display 
bodies.     They  are  as  certainly  in  ugly  ones  ;  the  riches  of  his  wisdom  and  goodness  in  his 
as  any  who  will  take  the  pains  to  try  may  find,  creation,  has  worked  out  of  these  few  and  simi- 
Nay,  I  do  not  know  but  they  may  be  least  per-  lar  organs,  and  members,  a  diversity  hardly 
feet  in  some  of  the  most  beautiful.    You  may  short  of  ii^ite  in  their  disposition,  measures, 
assign  any  proportk»s  you  please  to  every  part  and  relation.    But,  as  we  have  before  ol^erved, 
of  the  hmnan  body  ;  and  I  undertake  that  a  amidst  this  infinite  diversity,  one  particular  is 
(Minter  shall  religiously  observe  them  all,  and  common  to  many  species :  several  of  the  in- 
BoCwithstanding  produce,  if  he  pleases,  a  very  dividuals  which  compose  them  are  capable  of 
1^  figure.    The  same  painter  shall  c(msider-  affecting  us  with  a  sense  of  loveliness ;  and 
aUy  deviate  from  these  proportions,  and  pro-  whilst  they  agree  in  producing  this  effect,  they 
dooe  a  very  beautiful  oae.    And  indeed  it  may  differ  extremely  in  the  relative  measures  oS 
be  observed  in  the  master-pieces  of  the  ancient  those  parts  which  have  produced  it.    These 
and  modem  statuary,  that  several  of  them  differ  considerati(xis  were  sufficient  to  induce  me  to 
very  widely  fixNn  the  proportions  of  others,  in  reject  the  notion  of  any  particular  proportions 
parts  rerj  conspicuous  and  of  great  consider-  that  operated  by  nature  to  produce  a  pleasing 
alioo ;  and  that  they  differ  no  less  from  the  effect ;  but  those  who  will  agree  with  me  with 
poportions  we  find  in  living  men,  of  forms  regard  to  a  particular  proporUon,  are  strong^ 
citremely  striking  and  agreeable.    And  after  prepossessed  in  favour  of  one  more  indefinite. 
■I,  boiv  are   the   partiaanii  of  proportional  They  im»gin9,  th^t  although  beauty  in  genenl 
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is  annexed  to  no  certain  measures  common  to  \y,  several  buildings  are  by  ik)  means  of  the  form 
the  several  kinds  of  pleasing  plants  and  ani-  of  that  particular  square,  which  are  notwitb> 
mals ;  yet  that  there  is  a  certain  proportion  in  standing  planned  by  the  best  architects,  and 
each  species  absolutely  essential  to  the  beauty  produce  an  etfect  altogether  as  good,  and  per* 
of  that  particular  kind.    If  we  consider  the  ani-  haps  a  better.     And  certainly  nothing  could  be 
mal  world  in  general,  we  find  beauty  confined  more  unaccountably  whimsical,  than  for  an  ar- 
to  no  certain  measures  ;  but  as  some  peculiar  chitect  to  model  his  performance  by  the  huraaD 
measure  and  relation  of  parts  is  what  distin-  figure,  since  no  two  things  can  have  less  resem- 
guishes  each  peculiar  class  of  animals,  it  must  blance  or  analogy,  than  a  man,  and  an  house 
of  necessity  be,  that  the  beautiful  in  each  kind  or  temple :  do  we  need  to  observe,  that  their 
will  be  found  in  the  measures  and  proportions  purposes  are  entirely  different?     What  I  am 
of  that  kind;  for  otherwise  it  would  deviate  from  apt  to  suspect  is  this:  that  these  analc^es 
its  proper  species,  and  become  in  some  sort  were  devised  to  give  a  credit  to  the  works  of 
monstrous :  however,  no  species  is  so  strictly  art,  by  shewing  a  conformity  between  them  and 
confined  to  any  certain  proportions,  that  there  the  noblest  works  in  nature ;  not  that  the  latter 
is  not  a  considerable  variation  among  the  in-  served  at  all  to  supply  hints  for  the  perfection 
dividuals ;  and  as  it  has  been  shewn  of  the  of  the  former.    And  I  am  the  more  fully  cod- 
human,   so  it  may  be  shewn  of  the  brute  vinced,  that  the  patrons  of  proportion  have 
kinds,  that  beauty  is  found  indifferently  in  all  transferred  their  artificial  ideas  to  nature,  and 
the  proportions  which  each  kind  can  admit,  not  borrowed  from  thence  the  proportions  they 
without  quitting  its  common  form ;  and  it  is  this  use  in  works  of  art ;  because  in  any  discussion 
idea  of  a  common  form  that  makes  the  propor-  of  this  subject  they  always  quit  as  soon  as  pos- 
tion  of  parts  at  all  regarded,  and  not  the  ope-  sible  the  open  field  of  natural  beauties,  the  ani- 
ration  of  any  natural  cause :  indeed  a  little  mal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  and  fortify  them- 
consideration  will  make  it  appear,  that  it  is  not  selves  within  the  artificial  lines  and  angles  of 
measure  but  manner  that  creates  all  the  beauty  architecture.     For  there  is   in    mankind  an 
which  belongs  to  shape.    What  light  do  we  unfortunate  propensity  to  make  themselves, 
borrow  from  these  boasted  proportions,  when  we  their  views,  and  their  worics,  the  measure  of 
study  ornamental  design  ?   It  seems  amazing  to  excellence  in  every  thing  whatsoever.     Ther^ 
me,  that  artists,  if  they  were  as  well  convinced  £>re  having  observed  that  their  dwellings  were 
as  they  pretend  to  be,  that  proportion  is  a  prin-  most  commodious  and  firm  when  they  wore 
cipal  cause  of  beauty,  have  not  by  them  at  all  thrown  into  regular  figures,  with  parts  answer^ 
times  accurate  measurements  of  all  sorts  of  able  to  each  other ;  they  transferred  these  ideas 
beautiful  animals  to  help  them  to  proper  pro-  to  their  gardens ;  they  turned  their  trees  into 
portions,  when  they  would  contrive  any  thing  pillars,  pyramids,  and  obelisks ;  they  formed 
elegant,  especially  as  they  frequently  assert,  their  hedges  into  so  many  green  walls,  and 
that  it  is  from  an  observation  of  the  beautiful  in  fashioned  their  walks  into  squares,  trian^es, 
nature  they  direct  their  practice.    I  know  that  and  other  mathematical  figures,  with  exactness 
it  has  been  said  long  since,  and  echoed  back-  and  symmetry;  and  they  thought,  if  they  were 
ward  and  forward  from  one  writer  to  another  a  not  imitating,  they  were  at  least  improving  nar 
thousand  times,  that  the  proportions  of  building  ture,  and  tesu^ing  her  to  know  her  business, 
have  been  taken  from  those  of  the  human  body.  But  nature  has  at  last  escaped  from  their  dis- 
To  make  this  forced  analogy  complete,  they  cipline  and  their  fetters ;  and  our  gardens,  if 
represent  a  man  with  his  arms  raised  and  ex-  nothing  else,  declare,  we  begin  to  fed  diat 
tended  at  full  length,  and  then  describe  a  sort  mathematical  ideas  are  not  the  true  measures 
of  square,  as  it  is  formed  by  passing  lines  of  beauty.    And  surely  they  are  full  as  little  so 
along  the  extremities  of  this  strange  figure,  in  the  animal,  as  in  the  vegetaUe  worid.    For 
But  it  appears  very  clearly  to  me,  that  the  is  it  not  extraordinary,  that  in  these  fine  de- 
human  figure  never  supplied  the  architect  with  scriptive  pieces,  these  innumeraUe  odes  and 
any  of  his  ideas.    For  in  the  first  place,  men  elegies  which  are  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  world, 
are  very  rarely  seen  in  this  strained  posture  ;  it  and  many  of  which  have  been  the  entertain- 
is  not  natural  to  them ;  neither  is  it  at  all  be-  ment  of  ages,  that  in  these  pieces  which  de- 
coming.     Secondly,  the  view  of  the  human  scribe  love  with  such  a  passionate  energy,  and 
figure  so  disposed,  does  not  naturally  suggest  represent  its  object  in  such  an  infinite  variety 
the  idea  of  a  square,  but  rather  of  a  cross ;  as  of  lights,  not  one  word  is  said  (^proportion,  i 
that  large  space  between  the  arms  and  the  it  be,  what  some  insist  it  is,  the  principal  coin- 
ground,  must  be  filled  with  s<Hnething  before  it  ponent  of  beauty ;  whilst  at  the  same  time, 
can  Biake  any  body  think  of  a  square.    Third-  several  other  qualities  are  rery  fratjuently  nd 
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wunly  mendoned  ?    But  if  proportion  has  not  no  means  wait  until  custom  had  settled  an  idea 
diis  power,  it  may  appear  odd  how  men  came  of  proportion,  before  we  decided  concerning  its 
origiitally  to  be  so  prepossessed  in  its  favour,  beauty  or  ugliness :  which  shews  that  the  ge- 
lt arose,  I  imagine,  from  the  fondness  I  have  neral  idea  df  beauty  can  be  no  more  owing  to 
joBt  menti(»ied,  which  men  bear  so  remarkably  -customary  than  to  natural  proportion.    Defoiw 
to  their  own  works  and  notions ;  it  arose  from  mity  arises  from  the  want  of  the  common  pro- 
Use  reasonings  on  the  effects  of  the  customary  portions ;  but  the  necessary  result  of  their  ex- 
figure  of  animals ;  it  arose  from  the  Platonic  istence  in  any  object  is  not  beauty.    If  we 
theory  of  fitness  and  aptitude.    For  which  rea-  suppose  proportion  in  natural  things  to  be  rela- 
m,  in  the  next  section,  I  shall  consider  the  tive  to  custom  and  use,  the  nature  of  use  and 
eftcts  c/  custom  in  the  figure  of  animals ;  and  custom  will  shew,  that  beauty,  which  is  apon- 
aft«rwards  the  idea  of  fitness :  since  if  propor-  tive  and  powerful  quality,  cannot  result  from  it. 
tioD  does  not  operate  by  a  natural  power  attend-  We  are  so  wonderfully  formed,  that,  whilst  we 
log  some  measures,  it  must  be  either  by  custom,  are  creatures  vehemently  desirous  of  novel^, 
or  the  idea  of  utility ;  there  is  no  other  way.  we  are  as  strongly  attached  to  habit  and  custom. 

But  it  is  the  nature  of  things  which  hold  us  by 

■  custom,  to  affect  us  very  little  whilst  we  are  in 

possession  of  them,  but  strongly  when  they  are 

SECTION  V.  absent.    I  remember  to  have  frequented  a  cer- 
tain place,  every  day  for  a  long  time  together; 

FROPORTIOir  FURTHER   CONSIDERED.  ^^j  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  f^^  ^^  g„^^ 

Ir  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  great  deal  of  the  pleasure  in  it,  I  was  affected  with  a  sort  of 

prejudice  in  favour  of  proportion  has  arisen,  weariness  and  disgust ;  I  came,  I  went,  I  re- 

oot  so  much  from  the  observation  of  any  certain  turned,  without  pleasure ;  yet  if  by  any  means 

meaflures  found  in  beautiful  bodies,  as  from  a  I  passed  by  the  usual  time  of  my  going  thither, 

wrong  idea  ofthe  relation  which  deformity  bears  I  was  remarkably  uneasy,  and  was  not  quiet 

to  b^uty,  to  which  it  has  been  considered  as  till  I  had  got  into  my  old  track.     They  who  use 

the  oppaatB ;  on  this  principle  it  was  conclud-  snuff*,  take  it  almost  without  being  sensible  that 

ed,  that  where  the  causes  of  deformi^  were  they  take  it,  and  the  acute  sense  of  smell  is 

removed,  beauty  must  naturally  and  necessarily  desulened,  so  as  to  feel  hardly  any  thing  from 

be  introduced.    This  I  believe  is  a  mistake,  so  sharp  a  stimulus ;  yet  deprive  the  snufi^taker 

For  d^ormity  is  opposed  not  to  beauty,  but  to  of  his  box,  and  he  is  the  most  uneasy  mortal  in 

the  CTwyfefe,  common  form.    IS  one  of  the  legs  the  world.    Indeed  so  far  are  use  and  habit 

of  a  man  be  found  shorter  than  the  other,  the  from  being  causes  of  pleasure,  merely  as  such, 

isdefiirmed;  because  there  is  something  that  the  effect  of  constant  use  is  to  make  all 

toeomplete  the  whole  idea  we  form  dr  things  of  whatever  kind  entirely  unaff*ecting. 

a  mao ;  and  this  has  the  same  effTect  in  natural  For  as  use  at  last  takes  off*  the  painful  effTect  of 

fimks,  as  inffiming  and  mutilation  produce  from  many  things,  it  reduces  the  pleasurable  effect 

accidents.    So  if  the  back  be  humped,  the  man  in  others  in  the  same  manner,  and  brings  both 

b  dfefimned ;  because  his  back  has  an  unusual  to  a  sort  of  mediocri^  and  indiffTerence.    Very 

figore,  and  what  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  justly  is  use  called  a  second  nature ;  and  our 

wamt  disease  or  mi^Mrtune ;  so  if  a  man's  neck  natural  and  common  state  is  one  of  absolute 

be  oonsiderabiy  longer  at  shorter  than  usual,  indifference,  equally  prepared  for  pain  or  plea- 

«e  say  he  is  deformed  in  that  part,  because  sure.    But  when  we  are  thrown  out  of  this 

men  are  not  onunonly  made  in  that  manner,  state,  or  deprived  of  any  thing  requisite  to 

Bat  soreiy  every  hour's  experience  may  con-  maintain  us  in  it ;  when  this  chance  does  not 

▼inee  us,  that  a  man  may  have  his  legs  of  aa  happen  by  pleasure  from  some  mechanical 

tqptl  length,  and  re8end>ling  each  other  in  aU  cause,  we  are  always  hurt.    It  is  so  with  the 

re^wets,  and  his  neck  of  a  just  size,  and  his  second  nature,  custom,  in  all  things  which  re- 

hadk  qpiit?  straight,  without  having  at  the  same  late  to  it.    Thus  the  want  of  the  usual  propor- 

lime  the  least  perceivable  beauty.  Indeed  beau-  tions  in  men  and  other  animals  is  sure  todis- 

1^  is  so  &r  fitxn  belonging  to  the  idea  of  custom,  gust,  though  their  presence  is  by  no  means  any 

diat  in  reali^  what  affects  us  in  that  manner  is  cause  of  real  pleasure.    It  is  true,  that  the  pro- 

extremely  rare  and  oncomnKm.    The  beautiful  porti(»is  laid  down  as  causes  of  beauty  in  the 

•trflies  OB  as  modi  by  its  novelty  as  the  deform-  human  body,  are  firequently  found  in  beautifid 

ad  itadf.    It  tsdms  in  diose  species  of  animals  ones,  because  they  are  generally  found  in  all 

widi  wfaidi  we  are  acquainted ;  and  if  one  of  mankind ;  but  if  it  can  be  shewn  too,  that  they 

reprMented,  we  shoukl  by  are  found  wtdiout  beauty,  and  that  beau^  fip»' 
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quently  exists  without  them,  and  that  this  beau-  need  say  little  on  the  trunk  of  the  d^ihaot,  tt 

ty,  whore  it  exists,  always  can  be  assigned  to  such  various  usefulness,  and  which  is  lo  fir 

other  less  equivocal  causes,  it  will  naturally  from  contributing  to  his  beauty.    How  wel 

lead  us  to  conclude,  that  proportion  and  beauty  fitted  is  the  wolf  for  running  and  leaping!  boir 

are  not  ideas  of  the  same  nature.    The  true  admirably  is  the  lion  armed  for  battle !  but  wil 

opposite  to  beauty  is  not  disproportion  or  d^  any  one  therefore  call  the  elephant,  the  wo)^ 

formity,  but  ugliness;  and  as  it  proceeds  from  and  the  lion,  beautiful  animals  ?    I  believe  no* 

causes  opposite  to  those  of  positive  beauty,  we  body  will  think  the  form  of  a  man's  leg  so  wel 

cannot  consider  it  until  we  come  to  treat  of  adapted  to  running,  as  those  of  an  horse,  a 

that.    Between  beauty  and  ugliness  there  is  a  dog,  a  deer,  and  several  other  creatures;  it 

sort  of  mediocrity,  in  which  the  assigned  pro-  least  they  have  not  that  appearance :  yet,  I  be> 

portions  are  most  commonly  found;  but  this  lieve,  a  well-fashioned  human  leg  will  be  alkm*- 

has  no  effect  upon  the  passions.  able  far  to  exceed  all  these  in  beau^.    If  tl» 

fitness  of  parts  was  what  constituted  the  lovo- 

■  liness  of  their  form,  the  actual  employmootof 

them  would  undoubtedly  much  augment  it ;  but 

SECTION  VI.  this,  though  it  is  sometimes  so  upon  another 

principle,  is  far  from  being  always  the  case. 

FITNESS  ROT  THE  CAUSE  OF  BEJLUTT.  A  bird  on  the  wing  is  not  so  beautiful  as  whea 

it  is  perched ;  nay,  there  are  several  of  the  do> 

It  is  said  that  the  idea  of  utility,  or  of  a  partes  mestic  fowls  which  are  seldom  seen  to  fly,  and 

being  well  adapted  to  answer  its  end,  is  the  which  are  nothing  the  less  beautiful  on  that 

cause  of  beauty,  or  indeed  beauty  itself.    If  it  account ;  yet  birds  arc  so  extremely  difiereot 

were  not  for  this  opinion,  it  had  been  impossi-  in  their  form  firom  the  beast  and  human  kindi, 

ble  for  the  doctrine  of  proportion  to  have  held  that  you  cannot,  on  the  principle  of  fitneaii 

its  ground  very  long ;  the  world  would  be  soon  allow  them  any  thing  agreeable,  but  in  consid* 

weary  of  hearing  of  measures  which  related  to  oration  of  their  parts  being  designed  for  quiti 

nothing,  either  of  a  natural  principle,  or  of  a  other  purposes.    I  never  in  my  life  chanced  to 

fitness  to  answer  some  end ;  the  idea  which  see  a  peacock  fly ;  and  yet  before,  very  loag 

mankind  most  commonly  conceive  of  propor-  before  I  considered  any  aptitude  in  his  form  ii 

tion,  is  the  suitableness  of  means  to  certain  the  aerial  life,  I  was  struck  with  the  extrens 

ends,  and,  where  this  is  not  the  question,  very  beauty  which  raises  that  bird  above  many  of 

seldom  trouble  themselves  about  the  effect  of  the  best  flying  fowb  in  the  world ;  though,  fir 

different  measures  of  things.     Therefore  it  any  thing  I  saw,  his  way  of  living  was  much 

was  necessary  for  this  theory  to  insist  that  not  like  that  of  the  swine,  which  fed  in  the  fiuna- 

only  artificial,  but  natural  objects  took  their  yard  along  with  him.    The  same  may  be  said 

beauty  fit>m  the  fitness  of  the  parts  for  their  of  cocks,  hens,  and  the  like ;  they  are  of  tilt 

several  purposes.    But  in  framing  this  theory,  flying  kind  in  figure :  in  their  manner  of  mo- 

I  am  apprehensive  that  experience  was  not  svf-  ving  not  very  different  firom  men  and  beastik 

ficiently  consulted.    For,  on  that  principle,  the  To  leave  these  foreign  examples ;  if  beauty  m 

wedge-like  snout  of  a  swine,  with  its  tough  our  own  species  was  annexed  to  use,  wm 

cartilage  at  the  end,  the  little  sunk  eyes,  and  would  be  much  more  lovely  than  women ;  ami 

the  whole  make  of  the  head,  so  well  adapted  to  strength  and  agility  would  be  considered  as  tilt 

its  oflices  of  digging  and  rooting,  would  be  only  beauties.    But  to  call  strength  by  ths 

extremely  beautiful.    The  great  bag  hanging  name  of  beauty,  to  have  but  one  denominatiai 

to  the  bill  of  a  pelican,  a  thing  highly  usefd  to  for  the  qualities  c£  a  Venus  and  Hercules,  M 

this  animal,  would  be  likewise  as  beautiful  in  totally  different  in  almost  all  respects,  is  surely 

our  eyes.     The  hedgehog,  so  well  secured  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas,  or  abuse  of  wordh 

against  all  assaults  by  his  prickly  hide,  and  the  The  cause  of  this  confusion,  I  imagine,  pro* 

porcupine  with  his  missile  quills,  would  be  ceeds  from  our  frequently  perceiving  tiie  parti 

then  considered  as  creatures  of  no  small  ele-  of  the  human  and  other  animal  bodies  to  be  •! 

gance.    There  are  few  animals  whose  parts  once  very  beautiful,  and  very  weU  adapted  la 

are  better  contrived  than  those  of  a  monkey ;  their  purposes ;  and  we  are  deceived  by  • 

he  has  the  hands  of  a  man,  joined  to  the  springy  sophism,  whidi  makes  us  take  that  for  a  eaoM 

limbs  of  a  beast ;  he  is  admirably  calculated  which  is  only  a  concomitant :  this  is  ^tfae  sopb* 

for  running,  leaping,  grappling,  and  climbing ;  ism  of  the  fly ;  who  imagined  he  raised  a  grtil 

and  yet  there  are  few  animals  whidi  seem  to  dust,  because  he  stood  upon  the  chariot  dal 

have  less  beauty  in  the  eves  of  all  mankind.  I  really  raised  it.    The  stonui^,  tlie  hiifii  Ai 
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finr,  ti  wett  as  other  puts,  are  incomparably 
iiladafited  to  dieir  purposes ;  yet  they  are  far 
In  hinBg  any  beaii^.    Again,  many  things 
in  rery  beautiiul,  in  which  it  is  impossible  to 
disearii  any  idea  of  use.    And  I  appeal  to  the 
first  and  most  natural  feelings  di   mankind, 
whether,  on  beholding  a  beautiful  eye,  or  a 
weil4a8hi<»ed  mouth,  or  a  well-tumed  leg,  any 
ideas  of  their  being  well  fitted  for  seeing, 
eating,  or  running,  e^er  present  themselves. 
What  idea  of  use  is  it  that  flowers  excite,  the 
■est  beautiful  paul  of  the  vegetable  world  ?  It 
it  true,  that  the  infinitely  wise  and  good  Crea- 
tor has,  of  his  bounty,  frequently  joined  beauty 
to  those  things  which  he  has  msuie  useful  to  us : 
hat  this  does  not  prove  that  an  idea  of  use  and 
beauty  are  the  same  thing,  or  that  they  are  any 
my  dependent  on  each  other. 


SECTION  VIL 

THX  REAL  EFFECTS  OF  FITITESS. 

Wbeh  I  excluded  proportion  and  fitness  from 
any  share  in  beauty,  I  did  not  by  any  means 
mteod  to  say  that  they  were  of  no  value,  or  that 
they  ought  to  be  disregarded  in  works  of  art. 
Works  of  art  are  the  proper  sphere  of  their 
power ;  and  here  it  is  that  they  have  their  fiill 
eSect     Whenever  the  wisdom  of  our  Creator 
intended  that  we  should  he  affected  with  any 
thing,  he  did  not  confide  the  execution  of  his 
design  to  the  languid  and  precarious  operation 
of  our  reason ;  but  he  endued  it  with  powers 
and  properties  that  prevent  the  understanding, 
and  even  the  will,  which  seizing  upon   the 
senses  and  imaginati(Hi,  captivate  the  soul 
before  the  understanding  is  ready  either  to  join 
with  them,  or  to  q>pose  them.    It  is  by  a  long 
deduction,  and  much  study,  that  we  discover 
the  adorable  wisdom  of  God  in  his  works: 
when  we  discover  it,  the  effect  is  very  differ- 
ent, not  only  in  the  manner  of  acquiring  it,  but 
B  its  own  nature,  fi*om  that  which  strikes  us 
witboat  any  preparation  firom  the  sublime  or 
the  beautiful.    How  different  is  the  satisfac- 
tioo  of  an  anatomist,  who  discovers  the  use  of 
die  muscles  and  of  the  skin,  the  excellent  con- 
trivaiice  of  the  one  for  the  various  movements 
of  the  body,  and  the  wonderful  texture  of  the 
other,  at  once  a  general  covering,  and  at  once 
a  general  outlet  as  well  as  inlet ;  how  different 
is  this  firom  the  affection  which  possesses  an 
ordinary  man  at  the  sight  of  a  delicate  smooth 
ikin,  and  all  the  other  parts  of  beauty,  which 
require  no  investigation  to  be  perceived !    In 


the  former  case,  vi^lst  we  Iook  up  to  the 
Maker  with  admiraticm  and  praise,  the  object 
which  causM  it  may  be  odious  and  distast^ul ; 
the  latter  very  often  so  touches  us  by  its  power 
on  the  imagination,  that  we  examine  but  little 
into  the  artifice  of  its  contrivance ;  and  we  have 
need  of  a  strong  effort  of  our  reason  to  disen- 
tangle our  minds  from  the  allurements  of  the 
object,  to  a  consideration  of  that  wisdom  which 
invented  so  powerful  a  machine.  The  effect 
of  proportion  and  fitness,  at  least  so  far  as  they 
proceed  from  a  mere  consideration  of  the  work 
itself,  produces  approbation,  the  acquiescence 
of  the  understanding,  but  not  love,  nor  any  pas- 
sion of  that  species.  When  we  examine  the 
structure  of  a  watch,  when  we  come  to  know 
thoroughly  the  use  of  every  part  of  it,  satisfied 
as  we  are  with  the  fitness  of  the  whole,  we  are 
far  enough  from  perceiving  any  thing  like 
beauty  in  the  watch- work  itself;  but  let  us 
look  on  the  case,  the  labour  of  some  curious 
artist  in  engraving,  with  little  or  no  idea  of 
use,  we  shall  have  a  much  livelier  idea  of 
beauty  than  we  ever  could  have  had  from  the 
watch  itself,  though  the  master-piece  of  Gra- 
ham. In  beauty,  as  I  said,  the  effect  is  pre- 
vious to  any  knowledge  of  the  use ;  but  to  judge 
of  proportion,  we  must  know  the  end  for  which 
any  work  is  designed.  According  to  the  end, 
the  proportion  varies.  Thus  there  is  one  pro- 
portion of  a  tower,  another  of  an  house ;  one 
proportion  of  a  gallery,  another  of  an  hall,  an- 
other of  a  chamber.  To  judge  of  the  propor- 
tions of  these,  you  must  be  first  acquainted  with 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed. 
Good  sense  and  experience  acting  together, 
find  out  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  every  work  of 
art.  We  are  rational  creatures,  and  in  all  our 
works  we  ought  to  regard  their  end  and  pur- 
pose; the  gratification  of  any  passion,  how 
innocent  soever,  ought  only  to  be  of  a  second- 
ary consideration.  Herein  is  placed  the  real 
power  of  fitness  and  proportion ;  they  operate 
on  the  understanding  considering  them,  which 
o^Tproves  the  work  and  acquiesces  in  it.  The 
passions,  and  the  imagination  which  princi- 
pally raises  them,  have  here  very  little  to  do. 
When  a  room  appears  in  its  original  naked- 
ness, bare  walls  and  a  plain  ceiling;  let  its 
proportion  be  ever  so  excellent,  it  pleases  very 
little ;  a  cold  approbation  is  the  utniost  we  can 
reach;  a  much  worse-proportioned  room  with 
elegant  mouldings  and  fin^  festoons,  glasses, 
and  other  merely  ornamental  furniture,  will 
make  the  imagination  revolt  against  the  rea- 
son ;  it  will  please  much  more  than  the  naked 
proportion  of  the  first  room,  which  the  under- 
standing has  so  much  approved,  as  admirably 
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fitted  for  its  purposes.    What  I  have  here  said  This  is  to  me  a  sufficient  proof,  that  it  is  hqi 

and  befcM-e  concerning  proportion,  is  by  no  the  proper  object  of  love.    Who  ever  said  vn 

means  to  persuade  pec^Ie  absurdly  to  neglect  ought  to  love  a  fine  woman,  or  even  any  of 

the  idea  of  use  in  the  works  of  art.    It  is  oaij  these  beautiful  animals  which  please  us?  Hen 

to  shew  that  these  excellent  things,  beauty  and  to  be  affected,  there  is  no  need  of  the  coociv- 

proportion,  are  not  the  same ;  not  that  they  rence  of  our  will, 
should  either  of  them  be  disregarded. 


SECTION  X. 


SECTION  vin. 


HOW  FAR  THE   IDEA    OF    BEAUTY   MAT  BS 
THE  RECAFITULATIOir.  APPLIED     TO     THE     QUALITIES    OF    THI 

MIND. 

Oir  the  whole ;  if  such  parts  in  human  bodies 
as  are  found  proportioned,  were  likewise  con-         NoR  is  this  remark  in  general  less  applica* 
stantly  found  beautiful,  as  they  certainly  are     ble  to  the  qualities  of  the  mind.     Those  virtues 
not;  or  if  they  were  so  situated,  as  that  a  plea-     which  cause  admiraticxi,  and  are  of  the  sob- 
sure  might  flow  from  the  comparison,  which     limer  kind,  produce  terrour  rather  than  love ; 
they  seldom  are ;  or  if  any  assignable  propor*     such  as  fortitude,  justice,  wisdom,  and  the  like. 
lions  were  found,  either  in  plants  or  animals,     Never  was  any  man  amiable  by  force  of  these 
which  were  always  attended  with  beauty,  which     qualities.     Those  which  engage  our  hearts, 
never  was  the  case ;  or,  if,  where  parts  were     which  impress  us  with  a  sense  of  loveliness, 
well  adapted  to  their  purposes,  they  were  con-     are  the  softer  virtues ;  easiness  of  temper,  com- 
stantly  beautiful,  and  when  no  use  appeared,     passion,  kindness,  and  liberali^ ;  though  cer- 
there  was  no  beauty,  which  is  contrary  to  all     tainly  those  latter  are  of  less  immediate  and 
experience ;  we  might  conclude,  that  beauty     momentous  concern  to  society,  and  of  less  di^ 
consisted  in  proportion  or  utility.    But  since,     nity.    But  it  is  for  that  reason  that  they  are  so 
in  all  respects,  the  case  is  quite  otherwise ;  we     amiable.     The  great  virtues  turn  principal^ 
may  be  satisfied  that  beauty  does  not  depend  on     on  dangers,  punishments,  and  troubles,  and  are 
these,  let  it  owe  its  origin  to  what  else  it  will,     exercised  rather  in  preventing  the  worst  mis- 
chiefs, than  in  dispensing  favours;  and  are 
■  therefore  not  lovely,  though  highly  venerable. 

The  subordinate  turn  on  relief,  gratifications, 
SECTION  IX.  and    indulgencies ;    and  are  therefore  more 

lovely,  though  inferiour  in  dignity.  Those 
PERFECTION  NOT  THE  CAUSE  OF  BEAUTY,  porsous  who  Creep  iuto  the  hearts  of  most  peo- 
ple, who  are  chosen  as  the  companions  of  their 
There  is  another  notion  current,  pretty  softer  hours,  and  their  relief  Snxncaie  and 
closely  allied  to  the  former ;  that  perfection  is  anxiety,  are  never  persons  of  shining  qualities 
the  constituent  cause  of  beauty.  This  opinion  or  strong  virtues.  It  is  rather  the  sc^  green  of 
has  been  inade  to  extend  much  farther  than  to  the  soul  on  which  we  rest  our  eyes  that  are  fa- 
sensible  subjects.  But  in  these,  so  far  is  per-  tigued  with  beholding  more  glaring  objects, 
fection,  considered  as  such,  firom  being  the  It  is  worth  observing  how  we  feel  ourselves 
cause  of  beauty ;  that  this  quality,  where  it  affected  in  reading  the  characters  d'Csesar  and 
is  highest,  in  tiie  female  sex,  almost  alwa3rs  Cato,  as  they  are  so  finely  drawn  and  contrast- 
carries  with  it  an  idea  of  weakness  and  imper-  od  in  Sallust.  In  one  the  ignoacendoy  largwn- 
fection.  Women  are  very  sensible  of  this;  do;  m  the  other ^  nil larghmdo.  In  one  the mi- 
for  which  reason,  they  learn  to  lisp,  to  totter  in  seria  perfugium;  in  the  other,  maUM  permeiem, 
their  walk,  to  counterfeit  weakness,  and  even  In  the  latter  we  have  much  to  admire,  much  to 
siclmess.  In  all  this  they  are  guided  by  na-  reverence,  and  perhaps  s<nnediing  to  fear;  we 
ture.  Beauty  in  distress  is  much  the  most  respect  him,  but  we  respect  him  at  a  distance. 
affecting  beauty.  Blushing  has  little  less  pow-  The  former  makes  us  familiar  with  him;  we 
er ;  and  modesty  in  general,  which  is  a  tacit  love  him,  and  he  leads  us  whither  he  pleases. 
allowance  of  imperfection,  is  itself  considered  To  draw  things  closer  to  our  first  and  most 
as  an  amiable  quality,  and  certainly  heightens  natural  feelings,  I  will  add  a  remark  made  iqMii 
every  other  that  is  so.  I  know  it  is  in  every  reading  this  sectipn  by  an  ingoiioiB  fiiend. 
body's  mouth,  that  we  ought  to  love  perfection.     The  authority  of  a  father,  so  useful  to  our  ^^ 
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being,  and  so  justlyvenerable  upon  all  accounts,  tenrentton  of  the  senses.    We  otight  tfaeiefbre 

hinders  us  &ora  having  that  entire  love  for  him  to  consider  attentively  in  what  manner  those 

that  we  have  for  our  mothers,  where  the  pa-  sensible  qualities  are  disposed,  in  such  things 

rental  authority  is  almost  melted  down  into  the  as  by  experience  we  find  beautiful,  or  which 

mother's  fcmdness  and  indulgence.    But  we  excite  in  us  the  passion  of  love,  or  s(Mne  coi> 

generally  have  a  great  love  for  our  grandfathers  respondent  affection, 
in  whom  this  auUiority  is  removed  a  degree 

from  us,  and  where  the  weakness  of  age  mel-  — — .- 

lows  it  into  something  of  a  feminine  partiality. 

SECTION  xni. 

BEAUTIFUL  OBJECTS  SMALL. 

SECTION  XI. 

The  most  obvious  point  that  presents  itself 

HOW  FAK  THE  IDEA  OF  BEAUTT  MAT  BE     to  US  in  exunining  any  object,  is  its  extent  or 

APPLIED  TO  TiHTinB.  quantity.    And  what  degree  of  extent  {N'evails 

in  bodies  that  are  held  beautiful,  may  be  gather- 
Fbom  what  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing     ed  fi'om  the  usual  manner  of  expression  con« 
Mction  we  may  easily  see,  how  far  the  appli-     coming  it.    I  am  told  that,  in  most  languages, 
cation  of  beauty  to  virtue,  may  be  made  with     the  objects  of  love  are  spoken  of  under  diminu- 
propriety.     The  general  application  of  this     tive  epithets.    It  is  so  in  all  the  languages  of 
quality  to  virtue,   has  a  strong  tendency  to     which  I  have  any  knowledge.    In  Greek  the 
confound  our  ideas  of  things ;  and  it  has  given     lav  and  other  diminutive  terms   are  almost 
rise  to  an  infinite  deal  of  whimsical  theory ;  as     always  the  terms  of  ejection  and  tenderness, 
the  affixing  the  name  of  beauty  to  propwtion,     These  diminutives  were  commonly  added  by 
congniity,  and  perfection,  as  well  as  to  quali-     the  Greeks,  to  the  names  of  persons  with 
ties  of  things  yet  more  remote  from  our  natural     whom  they  conversed  on  the  terms  of  friend- 
ideaa  of  it,  and  fi-om  one  another,  has  tended     ship  and  familiarity.    Though  the  Romans 
to  confound  our  ideas  of  beauty,  and  left  us  no     were  a  people  of  less  quick  and  delicate  feel- 
sbindard  or  rule  to  judge  by,  that  was  not  even     ings,  yet  they  naturally  slid  into  the  lessening 
more  uncertain  and  fallacious  than  our  own     termmation  upon  tlie  same  occasions.    An- 
&Qcie8.    This  loose  and  inaccurate  manner     ciently  in  the  English  language  the  diminishing 
oT  speaking,  has  therefore  misled  us  both  in     ling  was  added  to  the  names  of  persons  and 
tbetbeoryof  taste  and  of  morals;  and  induct     things  that  were  the  objects  of  love.    Some 
us  to  remove  the  science  of  our  duties  from     we  retain  still,  as  darlings  (or  little  dear,)  and 
their  proper  basis,  (our  reason,  our  relaticxis,     few  others.    But  to  this  day,  in  ordinary  con- 
&Dd  oar  necessities,)  to  rest  it  upon  foimdations     versation,  it  is  usual  to  add  the  endearing  name 
altogether  visionary  and  unsubstantial.  of  little  to  eveiy  thing  we  love :  the  French 

and  Italians  make  use  of  these  aflfectionate 
^— —  diminutives  even  more  than  we.   In  the  animal 

creation,  out  of  our  own  species,  it  is  the  small 
SECTION  XII.  we  are  inclined  to  be  fond  of;  little  birds,  and 

some  of  the  smaller  kinds  of  beasts.    A  great 
TBc  BEAL  CAUSE  OF  BEAUTT.  beautifiil  thing  is   a   manner  of  expression 

scarcely  ever  used ;  but  that  of  a  great  ugly 
Havhio  endeavoured  to  show  what  beauty  thing,  is  very  common.  There  is  a  wide  dif- 
unot,  it  remains  that  we  should  examine,  at  ference  between  admiration  and  love.  The 
least  with  equal  attention,  in  what  it  really  sublime,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  former, 
<^onsistB.  Beauty  is  a  thing  much  too  afiecting  always  dwells  on  great  objects,  and  terrible ; 
Qotto  depend  upon  some  positive  qualities,  the  latter  .on  small  ones,  and  pleasing;  we  sub- 
•^,  since  it  is  no  creature  of  our  reason,  mit  to  what  we  admire,  but  we  love  what  sub- 
"mceit  strikes  us  without  any  reference  to  use,  mits  to  us ;  in  one  case  we  are  forced,  in  the 
^  even  where  no  use  at  all  can  be  discerned,  other  we  are  flattered,  into  compliance.  In 
*ince  tile  order  and  method  of  nature  is  gene-  short,  the  ideas  of  the  sublime  and  the  beauti- 
^  ^nsrj  different  from  our  measures  and  pro-  ful  stand  on  foundations  so  different,  that  it  is 
P|**w»8,wemustconchide  that  beauty  is,  for  hard,  I  had  almost  said  impossible,  to  think 
«»  greater  part,  some  quality  in  bodies  acting  of  reconciling  them  in  the  same  subject,  with- 
°*®^^*iucany  upon  ih»  human  mind  ir^  the  in-     out  considerably  lessening  the  effect  of  die 


76  ON  THE  SUBUME 

one  *or  the  odier  upon  the  poMions.    So  that,  whole  decreases  again  to  the  tail;  the  tnldte 

attendmg  to  their  quanti^,  beautiful  objects  a  new  direction ;  but  it  soon  yaries  its  aev 

are  comparatiTely  small.  course:  it  Mends  again  with  die  other  parti; 

and  the  line  is  perpetually  changing,  above, 

■  below,  upon  every  side.    In  this  description  I 

have  before  me  the  idea  of  a  dove ;  it  agrees 

SECTION  XIV.  very  well  with  most  of  the  conditions  of  beau- 
ty.   It  is  smooth  and  downy  ;  its  parts  are  (to 

SMOOTHNESS.  use  that  expression)  melted  into  one  another; 

you  are  presented  with  no  sudden  p^otube^ 

The  next  property  constantly  observable  in  ance  through  the  whole,  and  yet  the  whole  is 

such  objects  is  smoothness  :*  a  quality  so  essen-  continually  changing.    Observe  that  part  of  a 

tial  to  beauty,  that  I  do  not  now  recollect  any  beautiful  woman  where  she  is  perhaps  the  most 

thing  beautiful  that  is  not  smooth.    In  trees  beautiful,  about  the  neck  and  breasts;  the 
and   flowers,    smooth    leaves   are  beautiful ;     smoothness ;  the  softness  ;  the  easy  and  meor 
smooth  slopes  of  earth  in  gardens;   anooth     sible  swell;  the  variety  of  the  surface,  which  is 
streams  in  the  landscape  ;  smooth  coats  of     never  for  the  smallest  space  the  same ;  the  de- 
birds  and  beasts  in  animal  beauties ;  in  fine     ceitful  maze,  through  which  the  unsteady  eye 
women,  smooth  skins  ;  and  in  several  sorts  of     slides  giddily,  without  knowing  where  to  fix  or 
ornamental  furniture,  smooth  and  polished  sur-     whither  it  is  carried.    Is  not  this  a  demoDstra- 
feces.    A  very  considerable  part  of  the  effect     tion  of  that  change  of  surface,  continual,  and 
of  beauty  is  owing  to  this  quality ;  indeed  the     yet   hardly  perceptible   at  any  point,  whidi 
most  considerable.      For  take  any  beautiful     forms  one  of  the  great  constituents  of  beanty? 
object,  and  give  it  a  broken  and  rugged  surface ,     It  gives  me  no  small  pleasure  to  find  that  I  can 
and  however  well  formed  it  may  be  in  other     strengthen  my  theory  in   this  point,  by  the 
respects,  it  pleases  no  longer.    Whereas,  let  it     opinion  of  the  very  ingenious  Mr.  Hogarth; 
want  ever  so  many  of  the  other  constituents,     whose  idea  of  the  line  of  beauty  I  take  in 
if  it  wants  not  this,  it  becomes  more  pleasing     general  to  be  extremely  just.     But  the  idea  of 
than  almost  all  the  others  without  it.     This     variation,  without  attending  so  accurately  to 
seems  to  me  so  evident,  that  I  am  a  good  deal     the  manner  of  the  variation,  has  led  him  to 
surprised,  that  none  who  have  handled  the  sub-     consider  angular  figures  as  beautiful:  these 
ject  have  made  any  mention  of  the  quality  of     figures,  it  is  true,  vary  greatly ;  yet  they  vary 
smoothness,  in  the  enumeration  of  those  that     in  a  sudden  and  broken  manner ;  and  I  do  not 
go  to  the  forming  of  beauty.    For  indeed  any     find  any  natural  object  which  is  angular,  and  at 
ruggedness,  any  sudden  projection,  any  sharp     the  same  time  beautiful.     Indeed  few  natural 
angle,  is  in  the  highest  degree  contrary  to  that     objects  are  entirely  angular.    But  I  think  those 
idea.  which  approach  the  most  nearly  to  it  are  the 

— — ^  ugliest.    I  must  add  too,  that,  so  far  as  I  could 

observe  of  nature,  though  the  varied  line  is  that 

SECTION  XV.  •  alone  in  which  complete  beauty  is  fiNBid,  yet 

there  is  no  particular  line  which  is  always 
GHADITAL  VARIATION.  found  in  the  most  completely  beautiful,  and 

which  is  therefore  beautiful  in  preference  to  all 
BiTT  as  perfectly  beautiful  bodies  are  not     other  lines.    At  least  I  never  coukl  observe  it. 
composed  of  angular  parts,  so  their  parts  never 

continue  long  in  the  same  right  line.f     They  — — » 

vary  their  direction  every  moment,  and  they 

change  under  the  eye  by  a  deviation  continually  SEC  TION  XVI. 

carrying  on,  but  for  whose  beginning  or  end 

you  witt  find  it  difficult  to  ascertain  *%  point.  delicacy. 

The  view  of  a  beautiful  bird  will  illustrate  this 

observation.  Here  we  see  the  head  increasing  Aw  air  of  robustness  and  strength  is  very 
insensibly  to  the  middle,  from  whence  it  lessens  prejudicial  to  beauty.  An  appearance  of  defi- 
gradually  until  it  mixes  with  the  neck  ;  the  caey,  and  even  of  fragility,  is  almost  essential 
neck  loses  itself  in  a  larger  swell,  which  con-  to  it.  Whoever  examines  the  vegetable  or  ani- 
tinues  to  the  middle  of  the  body,  when  the     mal  creation,  will  find  this  observation  to  be 

founded  in  nature.    It  is  not  the  oak,  the  ash, 
*  Part  ly.  sect  .31.  -    f  Part  V.  sect  38.  or  the  ehn,  or  any  of  the  robust  trees  of  the 
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(vest,  wMch  we  consider  as  beautiful ;  they  principle  it  is,  that  the  dubious  colour  in  the 

an  awful  and  majestic;  they  inspire  a  sort  of  necks  and  tails  of  peacocks,  and  about  the 

rmreDce.    It  is  the  delicate  myrtle,  it  is  the  heads  of  drakes,  is  so  very  agreeable.    In 

I     oruge,  it  is  the  ahmmd,  it  is  the  jasmine,  it  is  reality,  the  beauty  both  of  shape  and  colouring 

tiwrioe,  which  we  look  on  as  vegetable  beau-  are  as  nearly  related,  as  we  can  well  suppose 

tin.   It  is  the  flowery  species,  so  remarkable  it  possible  for  things  of  such  different  natures 

far  its  weakness  and  momentary  duration,  that  to  be. 

pres  us  the  liveliest  idea  of  beauty  and  ele-  

gUKe.    Among  animals,  the  greyhound    is 

■ore  beautifiil  than  the  mastifl*;  and  the  deli-  SECTION  XVHI. 

cai7  of  a  gennet,  a  barb,  or  an  Arabian  horse, 

ii  much  more  amiable  than  the  strength  and  recapitulation. 

itaUlitjr  of  s(Hne  horses  oi  war  or  carriage.    I 

Deed  here  say  little  of  the  fair  sex,  where  I  On  the  whole,  the  qualities  of  beauty,  as 

beiieTe  the  point  will  be  easily  allowed  me.  they  are  merely  sensible  qualities,  are  the  fol- 

The  beauty  of  wcxnen  is  considerably  owing  to  lowing  ;   First,  to    be  comparatively  small. 

tbeir  weakness  or  delicacy,  and  is  even  en-  Secondly,  to  be  smooth.    Thirdly,  to  have  a 

iMBced  by  their  timidity,  a  quality  of  mind  variety  in  the  direction  of  the  parts ;    but, 

•oakigous  to  it.    I  would  not  here  be  under-  fi)urthly,  to  have  those  parts  not  angular,  but 

itood  to  say,  that  weduiess  betraying  very  bad  melted  as  it  were  into  each  other.    Fifthly,  to 

betlth  has  any  share  in  beauty ;  Ixit  the  ill  effect  be  of  a  delicate  fi-ame,  without  any  remarkable 

cT  this  is  not  because  it  is  weakness,  but  appearance  of  strength.    Sixthly,  to  have  its 

because  the  ill  state  of  health  which  produces  colours  clear  and  bright,  but  not  very  strong 

ncfa  weakness,  alters  the  other  conditions  of  and  glaring.    Seventhly,  or  if  it  shouki  have 

beauty ;  the  parts  in  such  a  case  collapse ;  the  any  glaring  colour,  to  have  it  diversified  with 

bright  cdour,  the  himen  purpwreum  juvenUB,  is  others.    These  are,  I  believe,  the  properties 

gone ;  and  the  fine  variation  is  lost  in  wrinkles,  on  which  beauty  depends ;  properties  that  ope- 

mdden  breaks,  and  right  lines.  rate  by  nature,  and  are  less  liable  to  be  altered 

by  caprice,  or  confounded  by  a  diversi^  of 

— — —  tastes,  than  any  other. 


SECTION  xvn.  

BE AUTT  IN  COLOXTR.  SEC  TION  XIX. 

As  to  die  colours  usually  found  in  beautiful  the  physiognomy. 
bodies,  it  may  be  somewhat  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain diem,  becai»e,  in  the  several  parts  of  na-  The  physiognomy  has  a  considerable  share 
tore,  there  is  an  infinite  variety.    However,  in  beauty,  especially  in  that  of  our  own  species. 
even  in  this  variety,  we  may  mark  out  some-  The  manners  give  a  certain  determination  to 
tiling  on  which  to  settle.    First,  the  colours  of  the  countenance ;  which  being  observed  to  cor- 
beai^ifiii  bodies  must  not  be  dusky  or  muddy,  respond  pretty  regularly  with  them,  is  capable 
bat  dean  and  fair.    Secondly,  they  must  not  be  of  joining  the  effects  of  certain  agreeable  quali- 
of  the  strongest  kind.  Those  which  seem  most  ties  of  the  mind  to  those  of  the  body.    So  that 
appropriated  to  beauty,  are  the  milder  of  every  to  form  a  finished  human  beauty,  and  to  give  it 
sort ;  light  greens ;  sofl  blues ;  weak  whites ;  its  full  influence,  theface  must  be  expressive  of 
pink  re(L ;  and  violets.    Thirdly,  if  the  colours  such  gentle  and  amiable  qualities,  as  corre- 
be  strong  and  vivid,  they  are  always  diversi-  spend  with  the  softness,  smoothness,  and  deli- 
fied,  and  the  object  is  never  of  one  strong  cacyof  the  outward  form. 
cdoiir ;  there  are  almost  always  such  a  number 

of  them,  (as  in  variegated  flowers,)  that  the  — — 
Hrength  and  glare  of  eadi   is   considerably 

abated.  In  a  fine  c(»nplexi(xi,  there  is  not  only  SECTION  XX. 
variety  in  the  colouring,  but  the  colours: 


■either  the  red  nor  the  white  are  strong  and  the  eye. 

gluing.    Besides,  they  are  mixed  in  such  a 

■inner,  and  with  such  gradations,  that  it  is         I  have  hitherto  purposely  omitted  to  speak 


fruy^^Ti"*  to  fix  the  bounds.    On  the  same     of  the  <^e,  which  has  so  great  a  share  in  the 
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beauty  of  the  animal  creation,  as  it  did  not  fall  things.    Gracefulness  is  an  idea  belonging  to 

so  easily  under  the  foregoing  heads,  though  in  posture  and  motion.    In  both  these,  to  be  grace* 

fact  it  is  reducible  to  the  same  principles.    I  fill,  it  is  requisite  that  there  be  no  appearance 

think  then,  that  the  beauty  of  the  eye  consists,  of  difficulty ;  there  is  required  a  small  infleo- 

first,  in  its  clearness ;  what  coloured  eye  shall  tion  of  the  body ;  and  a  composure  of  the  parts 

please  most,  depends  a  good  deal  on  particular  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  to  incumber  each 

fancies ;  but  none  are  pleased  with  an  eye  other,  not  to  appear  divided  by  sharp  and  sud- 

whoso  water  (to  use  that  term)  is  dull  and  den  angles.    In  this  case,  this  roundness,  this 

muddy.*     We  are  pleased  with  the  eye  in  this  delicacy  of  attitude  and  motion,  it  is  that  all  tbft 

view,  on  the  principle  upon  which  we  like  dia-  magic  of  grace  consists,  and  what  is  called  its 

monds,  clear  water,  glass,  and  such  like  trans-  je  ne  sgai  quoi;  as  will  be  obirious  to  any  ob* 

parent  substances.  Secondly,  the  motion  of  the  server,  who  considers  attentively  the  Venos 

eye  contributes  to  its  beauty,  by  continually  de  Medicis,  the  Antinous,or  any  statue gm^ 

shifting  its  direction;  but  a  slow  and  languid  rally  allowed  to  be  graceful  in  a  high  degree, 
motion  is  more  beautiful  than  a  brisk  one ;  the 

latter  is  enlivening ;  the  former  lovely.  Thirdly,  _______^ 

with  regard  to  the  union  of  the  eye  with  the 

neighbouring  parts,  it  is  to  hold  the  same  rule  QT?r«T'TmM  -v    m 

that  is  given  of  other  beautiful  ones :  it  is  not  SECTION  XXHI. 
to  make  a  strong  deviation  from  the  line  of  the 

neighbouring  parts ;  nor  to  verge  into  any  exact  elegance  awd  speciouskess. 

geometrical  figure.     Besides  all  this,  the  eye  . 

affects,  as  it  is  expressive  of  some  qualities  of  When  any  body  is  composed  of  parts  smooth 

the  mind,  and  its  principal  power  generally  a°d  Pol»shed,  without  pressmg  upon  each  other, 

arises  from  this ;  so  that  what  we  have  just  said  without  shewing  any  ruggednesa  or  confusion, 

of  the  physiognomy  is  applicable  here.  '^^  ^^  1^^  »^®  *»™®  affecting  some  regular 

shape,  I  ca\\  it  elegant.    It  is  closely  allied  to 

___^  the  beautiful,  differing  from  it  only  in  this  regu- 
larity;  which,  however,  as  it  makes  a  very 

SECTION  XXI.  material  dilference  in  the  affection  produced, 

may  very  well   constitute    another    species. 

UOLIITESS.  Under  this  head  I  rank  those  delicate  and 

regular  works  of  art,  that  imitate  no  determi- 

It  may  perhaps  appear  like  a  sort  of  repeti-  °?^®  object  in  nature,  as  elegant  buildings,  and 

tion  of  what  we  have  before  said,  to  insist  here  P\®^^^  of  furniture.     When  any  object  par^ 

upon  the  nature  of  ugUnesa ;  as  I  imagine  it  to  T^^^  ®^  ^^  above-mtotioned  qualities,  or  of 

be  in  aU  respects  the  opposite  to  those  quali-  ^^^  ^^  beautiful  bodies,  and  is  withal  of  great 

ties  which  we  have  laid  down  for  the  consti-  o"nensions,  it  is  full  as  remote  from  the  idea 

tuents  of  beauty.    But  though  ugliness  be  the  ®^  ™®'®  he&uty ;  I  call  it^nc  or  apecunu, 
opposite  to  beauty,  it  is  not  the  opposite  to 

proportion  and  fitness.    For  it  is  possible  that  — — 
a  thing  may  be  very  ugly  with  any  proportions, 

and  with  a  perfect  fitness  to  any  uses.    Ugli-  SECTION    XXTV. 
ness  I  imagine  likewise  to  be  consistent  enough 

with  an  idea  of  the  sublime.    But  I  would  by  the  beautiful  ik  feeliito. 
no  means  insinuate  that  ugliness  of  itself  is  a 

sublime  idea,  unless  united  with  such  qualities  The  foregoing  descripti<ni  of  beauty,  so  &r 

*as  excite  a  strong  terrour.  as  it  is  taken  in  by  the  eye,  may  be  greatly 

illustrated  by  describing  the  nature  of  objects, 

—  which  produce  a  similar  effect  throu^  the 

touch.    This  I  call  the  beautiful  in  Fueling. 

SECTION  XXII.  It  corresponds  wonderfully  with  what  causes 

the  same  species  of  pleasure   to  the  si^t 

GRACE.  mu  •  i.    •      •         n  .  ? 

There  is  a  chain  m  all  our  sensatuHis;  they 

GHACEFULirEss  is  an  idea  not  very  different    <Lre  all  but  different  sorts  of  feelings  calculated 

from  beauty;  it  consists  in  much  the  same     ^  ^  affected  by  various  sorts  of  objects,  bat 

all  to  be  affected  after  the  same  manner.    Al 
*  Partly,  sect.  35.  bodies  that  are  pleannt  to  the  touch,  tra  i» 
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bj  the  digiiteeMi  of  the  rasiitance  they  make.  SECTION  XXV. 

Rojituioe  is  either  to  motioD  along  the  sur-  ' 

6ee,  or  to  the  pressure  of  the  parts  on  one  the  beautiful  iir  sounds. 

nodier:  if  the  former  be  slight,  we  call  the 

nnooth ;  if  the  latter,  soft.    The  chief         In  this  sense  we  find  an  equal  aptitude  to 


pleisiBre  we  receive  by  feeling,  is  in  tlie  one  be  affected  in  a  soft  and  delicate  manner ;  and 

or  the  other  of  these  qualities ;  and  if  there  be  how  far  sweet  or  beautiful  sounds  agree  with 

I  combination  c£  both,  our  pleasure  is  greatly  our  descriptions  of  beauty  in  other  senses,  the 

increased.    This  is  so  plain,  that  it  is  rather  experience  of  every  one  must  decide.    Miltcm 

Bore  fit  to  illustrate  other  things,  than  to  be  has  described  this  species  of  music  in  one  of 

fflostrated  itself  by  an  example.      The  next  his  juvenile  poems.*    I  need  not  say  that  Mil- 

Mmrce  of  pleasmre  in  this  sense,  as  in  every  ton  was  perfectly  well  versed  in  that  art ;  and 

other,  is  the  continually  presenting  somewhat  that  no  man  had  a  finer  ear,  with  a  happier 

new ;  and  we  find  that  bodies  which  continu-  manner  of  expressing  the  affections  of  one 

tHy  vary  their  surface,  are  much  the  most  plea-  sense  by  metaphors  taken  firom  another.    The 

sant  or  beautiful  to  the  feeling,  as  any  one  that  description  is  as  follows : 

pleases  may  experience.    The  third  property        And  ever  against  eating  cares, 

in  fuch  objects  is,  that  though  the  surface  coo-  Lap  me  in  soft  Lydian  airs ; 

tia-jall V-  varies  its  du-ection,  it  never  varies  it  }?  "P^f  ^iih  many  &  winding  bout 

».ji    I        mu           1-     4-         r         .u-          J  OHinked  sweetness  long  draion  out 'y 

ttddenly.     The  application  of  any  thmg  sud-  ^iih  wanton  heed,  and  giddy  cunning, 

den,  even  though  the  impression  itself  have  The  wc//mg' voice  throuu'h  majtc*  running; 

little  or  nothing  of  violence,  is  disagreeable.  Untwisting  all  the  chains  that  tie 

The  quick   application  of  a  finger  a  little  The  hidden  soul  of  harmony. 

warmer  or  colder  than  usual,  without  notice.  Let  us  parallel  this  with  the  softness,  the  wind- 

oakes  us  start ;  a  slight  tap  on  the  shoulder,  ing  surface,  the  unbroken  continuance,  the 

not  expected,  has  the  same  effect.    Hence  it  easy  gradation  (^  the  beautiful  in  other  things; 

is  that  angular  bodies,  bodies  that  suddenly  and  aJl  the  diversities  of  the  several  senses, 

vary  the  dire<^on  of  the  outline,  affcnd  so  little  with  all  their  several  affections,  will  rather  help 

pleasure  to  the  feding.    Every  such  change  to  throw  lights  from  one  another  to  finish  ono 

is  a  sort  of  climbing  or  falling  in  miniature;  so  clear,  consistent  idea  of  the  whole,  tlian  to 

that  squares,  trian^es,  and  other  angular  figures  obscure  it  by  their  intricacy  and  variety. 

are  neither  beautiful  to  the  sight  nor  feeling.  To  the  above-mentioned  description  I  shall 

Whoever  compares  his  state  of  mind,  on  feel-  add  one  or  two  remarks.    The  first  is ;  that 

ing  soft,  smooth,  variegated,  unangular  bodies,  the  beautiful  in  music  will  not  bear  that  loud- 

with  that  in  which  he  finds  himself,  on  the  ness  and  strength  of  sounds,  which  may  be 

view  of  a  beautiful  otiject,  will  perceive  a  very  used  to  raise  other  passions ;  nor  notes  which 

striking  aDak>gy  in  the  effects  of  both ;   and  are  shrill,  or  harsh,  or  deep ;   it  agrees  best 

wfaidi  may  go  a  good  way  towards  discovering  with  such  as  are  clear,  even,  smooth,  and 

their  common  cause.     Feeling  and  sight,  in  weak.    The  second  is ;  that  great  variety,  and 

this  respect,  differ  in  but  a  few  points.    The  quick  transiticms  from  one  measure  or  tone  to 

touch  takes  in  the  pleasure  of  soflness,  which  another,  are  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the 

is  not  primarUyan  object  of  sight;  the  sight,  beautiful  in  music.    Such  transitions!  often 

oo  the  other  hand,  comprehends  colour,  which  excite  mirth,  or  other  sudden  and  tumultuous 

can  hardly  be  made  perceptible  to  the  touch:  passions;  but  not  that  sinking,  that  melting, 

the  touch  again  has  the  advantage  in  a  new  that  languor,   which   is  the    characteristical 

idea  of  pleasure  resulting  from  a  moderate  de-  effect  of  the  beautifijl  as  it  regards  every  sense. 

gree  of  warmth ;  but  the  eye  triumphs  in  the  The  passion  excited  by  beauty  is  in  fact  nearer 

infinite  extent  and  multiplici^  of  its  objects,  to  a  species  of  melancholy,  than  to  jollity  and 

But  there  is  sudi  a  similitude  in  the  pleasures  mirth.    I  do  not  here  mean  to  confine  music  to 

of  these  senses,  that  I  am  apt  to  faix;y,  if  it  any  one  species  of  notes,  or  tones,  neither  is  it 

were  possible  t^at  one  might  discern  colour  an  art  in  which  I  can  say  I  have  any  great 

by  feeling,  (as  it  is  said  some  blind  men  have  skill.    My  sole  design  in  this  remark  is,  to 

done,)  tint  the  same  colours,  and  the  same  dis-  settle  a  consistent  idea  of  beauty.     The  infi- 

pQsition  of  colouring,  which  are  found  beautiful  nite  variety  of  the  affections  of  the  soul  will 

to  die  81^,  wodd  be  found  likewise  most  suggest  to  a  good  head,  and  skilful  ear,  a 

(^atefid  to  the  touch.    But,  setting  aside  con-  ^  L^alIe<a-o. 

jectnres,  let  m  pass  to  the  other  sense;  of  x  j  ne'er  am  merry,  when  I  hear  sweet  music. 

hevil^.  SBAKSPBAftS. 
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variety  of  such  sounds  as  are  fitted  to  raise  deviates,  it  often  makes  a  strong  deviation: 

them.     It  can  be  no  prejudice  to  this,  to  clear  beauty  should  not  be  obscure ;  the  great  ougiit 

and  distinguish  some  few  particulars,  that  be-  to  be  dark  and  gloomy:  beauty  shoukl  be  light 

long  to  the  same  class,  and  are  consistent  with  and  delicate;  the  great  ought  to  be  solid,  sod 

each  other,  from  the  immense  crowd  of  differ*  even  massive.  They  are  indeed  ideas  of  avoy 

ent,  and  sometimes  contradictory  ideas,  that  different  nature,  (Hie  being  founded  oo  pain, tiM 

rank  vulgarly  under  the  standani  of  beauty,  other  on  pleasure ;  and  however  they  may  varf 

And  of  these  it  is  my  intention  to  mark  such  afterwards  from   the   direct  nature  of  tbeir 

only  of  tlie  leading  points  as  shew  the  confor-  causes,  yet  these  causes  keep  up  an  eternal 

mity  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  with  all  the  other  distinction  between  them,  a  distinctioD  never 

senses  in  the  article  of  their  pleasures.  to  be  forgotten  by  any  whose  business  it  is  to 

affect  the  passions.    In  the  infinite  variety  d 

— —  natural  combinations,  we  must  expect  to  fin; 

the  qualities  of  things  the  most  remote  imagi 

SECTION    XXVI.  nable  from  each  other  united  in  the  same  object 

We  must  expect  also  to  fmd  combinations  of 

TASTE  AND  SMELL.  the  Same  kind  in  the  works  of  art.    But  wheo 

we  consider  the  power  of  an  object  upon  oar 

This  general  agreement  of  the  senses  is  passions,  we  must  know  that  when  any  thing 

yet  more  evident  on  minutely  considering  those  is  intended  to  affect  the  mind  by  the  force  ai 

of  taste  and  smell.    We  metaphorically  apply ^  some  predominant  property,  the  afiection  pro- 

the  idea  of  sweetness  to  sights  and  sounds ;  but  duced  is  like  to  be  the  more  uniform  and  pe^ 

as  the  qualities  of  bodies  by  which  they  are  feet,  if  all  the  other  properties  or  qualities  of 

fitted  io  excite  either  pleasure  or  pain  in  these  the  object  be  of  the  same  nature,  sumI  tending 

senses,  are  not  so  obvious  as  they  are  in  the  to  the  same  design  as  the  principaL 

others,  we  shall  refer  an  explanation  of  their  If  black  and  while  blend,  soften,  and  unite 

analogy,  which  is  a  very  close  one,  to  that  A  thousand  ways,  are  there  no  black  and  white  ? 

part,  wherein  we  come  to  consider  the  common  If  the  qualities  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful  are 

efficient  cause  of  beauty,  as  it  regards  all  the  sometimes  found  united,  does  this  prove  that 

senses.    I  do  not  think  any  thing  better  fitted  they  are  the  same ;  does  it  prove  that  they  are 

to  establish  a  clear  and  settled  idea  of  visual  any  way  allied ;  does  it  prove  even  that  they 

beauty,  than  this  way  of  examining  the  similar  are  not  c^posite  and  contradictory  ?  Bladic  and 

pleasures  of  other  senses ;  for  one  part  is  some-  white  may  soften,  may  blend ;  but  they  are  not 

times  clear  in  one  of  the  senses,  that  is  more  therefore  the  same.    Not,  when  they  are  so 

obscure  in  another ;  and  where  there  is  a  clear  soflened  and  blended  with  each  other,  or  with 

concurrence  of  all,  we  may  with  more  cer-  different  colours,  is  the  power  of  bbu^  as  bbu^ 

tainty  speak  of  any  one  of  them.     By  this  or  of  white  as  white,  so  strong  as  when  each 

means,    they  bear    witness   to   each    other ;  stands  uniform  and  distinguished, 
nature  is,  as  it  were,  scrutinized;    and  we 

report  nothing  of  her  but  what  we  receive  £rom  the  end  op  the  third  part. 

her  own  information. 
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PART  rV.— SECTION  L 


OF  THE  EFFICIENT  CAUSE  OF  THE  SUBLIME 

THE  SUBLIME  AND  BEAUTIFUL  COMPARED.  AND  BEAUTIFUL. 

On  closing  this  general  view  of  beauty,  it  When  I  say,  I  intend  to  enquire  into  the 

naturally  occurs,  that  we  should  compare  it  with  eflScient  cause  of  sublimity  and  beauty,  I  would 

the  sublime ;  and  in  this  comparison  there  ap-  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  I  can  come  to 

pears  a  remarkable  contrast.     For  sublime  the  ultimate  cause.    I  do  not  pretend  that  I 

objects  are  vast  in  their  dimensions,  beautiful  shall  ever  be  able  to  explain,  why  certain  affec- 

ones  comparatively  small :  beauty  should  be  tions  of  the  body  produce  such  a  distinct  emo- 

smooth  and  polished;  the  great,  rugged  and  tion  of  mind,  and  no  other ;  or  why  the  body  is 

negligent ;  beauty  should  shim  the  right  line,  at  all  affected  by  the  mind,  or  the  mind  by  the 

yet  deviate  from  it  insensibly;   the  great  in  body.  A  little  thought  will  show  this  to  be  im- 

roany  cases  loves  the  right  line ;  and  when  it  possible.    But  I  conceive,  if  we  can 
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lAat  ifleetioiis  of  the  mind  prodoce  certain  governing  motiooa  are  communicated  at  a  time 

■rtiunn  of  the  body ;  and  what  distinct  feel-  when  we  have  not  capacity,  to  reflect  on  them ; 

■p  tad  qoalities  of  body  shall  produce  certain  at  a  time  of  which  all  sort  of  memory  is  worn 

deteminate  passions   in  the   mind,  and  no  out  of  our  minds.    For  besides  such  things  as 

fldiers,  I  fiauDkcy  a  great  deal  will  be  done;  affect  us  in  various  manners,  according  to  their 

Moething  n<^  unusefbl  towards  a  distinct  know-  natural  powers,  there  are  associations  made  at 

Mge  of  oar  passicms,  so  far  at  least  as  we  have  that  early  seas<ni,  which  we  find  it  very  hard 

Acm  at  present  under  our  consideration.   This  afterwards  to  distinguish  from  natural  effects. 

MiJifl  believe,  we  can  do.    If  we  could  ad-  Not  to  mention  the  unaccountable  antipathies 

fioee  a  step  &rther,  difficulties  would  still  which  we  find  in  many  persons,  we  all  find  it 

Koain,  as  we  should  be  still  equally  distant  impossible  to  remember  when  a  steep  became 

itn  the  first  cause.  When  Newton  firat  disco-  more  terrible  than  a  plain;  or  fire  or  water 

Tend  the  property  of  attraction,  and  settled  its  more  terrible  than  a  clod  of  earth ;  though  all 

kws,  he  found  it  served  very  well  to  explain  these  are  very  probably  either  conclusions  from 

MTersl  of  the  most  remaricable  phsenomena  in  experience,  or  arising  fi-om  the  premonitions 

Mtnre ;  but  yet  with  reference  to  the  general  of  others  ;  and  some  of  them  impressed,  in  all 

vj^em  of  things,  he  could  c<xisider  attraction  likelihood,  pretty  late.     But  as  it  must  be 

bat  as  an  eflTect ;  whose  cause  at  that  time  he  allowed  that  many  things  affect  us  afler  a  cer^ 

(fid  not  attempt  to  trace.    But  when  he  after-  tain  manner,  not  by  any  natural  powers  they 

wuds  b^an  to  aa»>unt  for  it  by  a  subtile  elas-  have  for  that  purpose,  but  by  association ;  so  it 

tie  ether,  this  great  man  (if  in  so  great  a  man  would  be  absurd,  on  the  other  hand,  to  say  that 

K  be  not  impious  to  discover  any  thing  like  a  all  things  affect  us  by  association  only ;  since 

bieaiirii)  seemed  to  have  quitted  his  usual  cau-  some  things  must  have  been  originally  and  na- 

tious  manner  of  philosophising;  since,  perhaps,  turally  agreeable  or  disagreeable,  from  which 

allowing  all  that  has  been  advanced  on  this  the  others  derive  their  associated  powers  ;  and 

subject  to  be  sufficiently  proved,  I  think  it  it  woukl  be,  I  fancy,  to  little  purpose  to  look 

leaves  us  with  as  many  difficulties  as  it  found  for  the  cause  of  our  passions  in  association, 

Of.    That  great  chain  of  causes,  which  links  until  we  fail  of  it  in  the  natural  properties  of 

one  to  another,  even  to  the  throne  of  God  him-  things. 

>df,  can  never  be  unravelled  by  any  industry  of  

oura.    When  we  go  but  one  step  beyond  the 

immediate  sensible  qualities  of  things,  we  go  SECTION  III. 
out  of  our  depth.    All  we  do  after  is  but  a 

&int  struggle,  that  shews  we  are  in  an  element  gauss  of  pain  and  fear, 
wfaidi  does  not  belong  to  us.    So  that  when  I 

ipeakof  canse,  and  efficient  cause,  I  (mly  mean  I  hate  before  observed,*  that  whatever  is 
certain  afiectioos  of  the  mind,  that  cause  cer-  qualified  to  cause  terrour,is  a  foundation  capable 
tain  dianges  in  the  body;  or  certain  powers  of  the  sublime ;  to  which  I  add,  that  not  only 
and  properties  in  bodies^  that  work  a  change  these,  but  many  things  firom  which  we  cannot 
in  the  mind.  As  if  I  were  to  explain  the  mo*  probably  apprehend  any  danger,  have  a  similar 
tioD  of  a  body  fidling  to  the  ground,  I  would  say  effisct,  because  they  operate  in  a  similar  man- 
it  was  caused  by  gravi^ ;  and  I  would  endeavour  ner .  I  observed  too,f  that  whatever  produces 
to  shew  after  what  manner  this  power  operated,  pleasure,  positive  and  original  pleasure,  is  fit 
without  attempting  to  shew  why  it  operated  in  t6  have  beauty  engrafled  on  it.  Therefore,  to 
this  manner ;  or  if  I  wcro  to  explain  the  eflfects  dear  up  the  nature  of  these  qualities,  it  may  be 
of  bodies  striking  one  another  by  the  common  necessary  to  explain  the  nature  of  pain  and 
laws  of  peicussion,  I  should  not  endeavour  to  pleasure  on  which  they  depend.  A  man  who 
aplain  how  motion  itself  is  communicated.  suffers  under  violent  bodily  pain,  (I  suppose  the 

most  violent,  because  the  effect  may  be  the 

■  more  obvious ;)  I  say  a  man  in  great  pain  has 

his  teeth  set,  his  eye-brows  are  violently  con- 

SECTION  IL  tracted,  his  forehead  is  wrinkled,  his  eyes  are 

dragged  inwards,  and  rolled  with  great  vehe- 

▲ssociATioir.  mence,  his  hair  stands  an  end,  the  voice  is 

forced  out  in  short  shrieks  and  groans,  and  the 

It  is  DO  small  bar  in  the  way  of  our  inquiry  whole  fabric  totters.    Fear  or  terrour,  which 
into  the  cause  of  our  passions,  that  the  occasicm 

of  many  of  them  are  given,  and  that  their  *  Part  I.  sect.  8.       t  Part  I.  sect  10. 
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is  an  appreheDflion  of  pain  or  death,  exhibits  deal  wkh,  he  composed  his  face,  his  gestqre, 
ezacdy  the  same  efiects,  af^roaching  in  yio-  and  his  whole  body,  as  nearly  as  he  could  into 
l«ice  to  those  just  mentioned,  in  prc^>ortion  to  the  exact  similitiMle  of  the  person  he  intended 
the  nearness  of  the  cause,  and  the  weakness  of  to  examine ;  and  then  carefully  observed  what 
the  subject.  This  is  not  only  so  in  the  human  turn  of  mind  he  seemed  to  acquire  by  this 
species :  but  I  have  more  than  once  observed  change.  So  that,  says  my  author,  he  was  ablo 
in  dogs,  under  an  apprehensitMi  of  punishment,  to  enter  into  the  di^xwitions  and  thoughts  of 
that  they  have  writhed  their  bodies,  and  yelped,  people  as  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  changed 
and  howled,  as  if  they  had  actuaDy  felt  the  into  the  very  men.  I  have  often  observed,  that 
blows.  From  hence  I  conclude,  that  pain  and  on  mimicking  the  looks  and  gestures  of  angry, 
fear  act  upon  the  same  parts  of  the  body,  and  or  placid,  or  frighted,  or  daring  men,  I  have 
in  the  same  manner,  though  somewhat  differing  inv<duntarily  found  my  mind  turned  to  that 
in  degree :  that  pain  and  fear  consist  in  an  passion,  whose  appearance  I  endeavoured  to 
unnatural  tension  of  the  nerves ;  diat  this  is  imitate ;  nay,  I  am  convinced  it  is  hard  to 
sometimes  accompanied  with  an  unnatural  avoid  it,  though  one  strove  to  separate  the  pas- 
strength,  which  sometimes  suddenly  changes  sion  from  its  correspondent  gestures.  Our  minds 
into  an  extraordinary  weakness ;  that  these  and  bodies  are  so  closely  and  intimately  con- 
effects  often  come  on  alternately,  and  are  some*  nected,  that  one  is  inci^wble  of  pain  or  pleasure 
times  mixed  with  each  other.  This  is  the  without  the  other.  Campanella,  of  whom  we 
nature  of  all  convulsive  agitations,  especially  have  been  speaking,  could  so  abstract  his  atten- 
in  weaker  subjects,  which  are  the  most  liable  tion  from  ai^  sufferings  of  his  body,  that  ho 
to  the  severest  impressions  of  pain  and  fear,  was  able  to  endure  the  rack  itself  without  much 
The  only  difference  between  pain  and  terroor  pain ;  and  in  lesser  pains  every  body  must  have 
is,  that  things  which  cause  pain  operate  on  the  observed,  that  when  we  can  employ  our  atten- 
mind,  by  the  intervention  of  the  body ;  whereas  tion  on  any  thing  else,  the  pain  has  been  for  a 
things  diat  cause  terrour,  generally  affect  the  time  suspended :  on  the  other  hand,  if  by  any 
bodily  organs  by  the  operation  of  the  mind  sug-  means  the  body  is  indisposed  to  perform  such 
gesting  the  danger ;  but  both  agreeing,  either  gestures,  or  to  be  stimulated  into  such  enio- 
primarily,  or  secondarily,  in  producing  a  ten-  tions  as  any  passion  usually  {M-oduces  in  it, 
sion,  contraction,  or  violent  emotion  of  the  that  passion  itself  never  can  arise,  though  its 
nerves,*  they  agree  likewise  in  every  thing  cause  i^ould  be  never  so  strongly  in  action ; 
else.  For  it  appears  very  clearly  to  mo,  from  though  it  should  be  merely  ment^,  and  imme- 
this,  as  well  as  from  many  other  examples,  that  diately  affecting  none  of  the  senses.  As  an 
when  the  body  is  disposed,  by  any  means  what-  opiate,  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall  suspend  the 
soever,  to  such  emotions  as  it  would  acquire  operation  of  grief,  or  fear,  or  anger,  in  spite  of 
by  the  means  of  a  certain  passion ;  it  will  of  all  our  efforts  to  the  contrary ;  and  this  by 
itself  excite  something  very  like  that  passion  in  inducing  in  the  body  a  disposition  contrary  to 
the  mind.  that  which  it  receives  from  iheae  passions. 
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CONTIVUED. 
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HOW  THE   SUBLIME  IS  PBODUCED. 


To  this  purpose  Mr.  Spon,  in  his  R^h«> 

ches  d»  Antiquity,  ;gives  us  a  cm-ious  sto^  of  Hating  considered  terrour  as  producing  an 

thecelebratedphysiognomistCampanella.  Th»  unnatural  tension  and  certain  violent  emoUons 

man,  it  seems,  had  not  only  made  very  accu-  ^^^  ^^^^^    j^  ^^j,    ^U^^  f^^  ^^^  ^ 

rate  observations  on  human  faces,  but  was  very  ^ave  just  said,  that  whatever  is  fitted  to  pro- 

expert  inraunicking  such  «ui  were  any  way  juce  such  a  tension,  must  be  productive  of  a 

remarkable     When  he  had  ammd  to  pene-  passion  similar  to  terrour,*  and  consequently 

tratemto  the  inchnations  of  those  he  had  to  ^^3^  ^e  a  source  of  the  sublime,  though  it 

*  I  do  not  here  enter  into  the  question  de-  should  have  no  idea  of  danger  coimected  with 

bated  among  physiologists,  whether  pain  be  it.    So  that  little  remains  towards  shewing  the 

the  effect  of  a  contraction,  or  a  tension  of  the  cause  of  the  sublime,  but  to  shew  that  the 

nerves.    Either  wiU  serve  my  purpose ;  for  instances  we  have  given  of  it  in  the  second 

by  tension,  I  mean  no  more  than  a  violent     ,.«-♦  «.u«^»«„«.u*k:— am^^u       . 

pulling  of  the  fibres,  which  compose  any  mus-  P*^  "^^^^'^  suchthmgs,  as  are  fitted  by  nature 

da  or  membrane,  in  whatever  way  this  is  done.  Fart  XL  sect.  3. 
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to  produce  this  sort  of  tension,  either  by  the  they  are,  may  be  scxnewhat  hard  to  settle :  but 

primary  operation  of  the  mind  or  the  body,  that  it  does  make  use  of  such,  iq)pear8  from 

With  regard  to  such  things  as  affect  by  the  hence;  that  a  long  exercise  of  die  mental 

associated  idea  of  danger,   there  can  be  no  powers  induces  a  remarkable  lassitude  of  the 

doubt  but  that  they  produce  terrour,  and  act  by  whole  body ;  and  on  the  other  hand  that  great 

some  modificatimi  of  that  passion  ;  and  that  bodily  labour,  or  pain,  weakens  and  sometimes 

terrour,  when  sufficiently  violent,  raises  the  actually  destroys  the  mental  &culties.    Now, 

emotions  of  the  body  just  mentioned,  can  as  as  a  due  exercise  is  essential  to  the  coarse 

tittle  be  doubted.    But  if  the  sublime  is  built  on  muscular  parts  of  Ae  constitution,  and  that 

tenrour,  or  some  passion  like  it,  which  has  pain  without  this  rousing  they  would  become  languid 

for  its  object,  it  is  previously  proper  to  enquire  and  diseased,  the  very  same  rule  holds  with 

bow  any  species  of  delight  can  be  derived  regard  to  those  finer  parts  we  have  mentioned ; 

Srctn  a  cause  so  ^>par«itly  contrary  to  it    I  to  have  them  in  proper  order,  they  must  be 

say  ddightj  because,  as  I  have  often  remarked,  shaken  and  worked  to  a  proper  degree, 
it  IS  v«7  evidendy  different  in  its  cause,  and 

in  its  own  nature,  fix>m  actual  and  positive  — 
pleasure. 

SECTION  vn. 

SECTION  VI.  EZKKCZSE  RECBSSAJIY  FOR  THX  FIirEK 

ORG  Aim. 

HOW  FAiir  cur  be  a  cause  of  delioht. 

As  common  labour,  which  is  a  mode  of  pain, 

Provideitce  has  so  ordered  it,  that  a  state  is  the  exercise  of  the  grosser,  a  mode  of  terrour 

of  rest  and  inacticm,  however  it  may  flatter  our  is  the  exercise  of  the  finer  puts  of  the  system ; 

indolence,  should  be  productive  of  many  incon-  and  if  a  certtfin  mode  of  pain  be  of  such  a  na* 

veniences ;  that  it  should  generate  such  disorw  ture  as  to  act  upon  the  eye  or  the  ear,  as  they 

ders,  as  may  force  us  to  have  recourse  to  some  are  the  most  delicate  organs,  the  affection  ap- 

labour,  as  a  thing  absolutely  requisite  to  make  preaches  m<Mre  nearly  to  diat  which  has  a 

03  pass  our  lives  with  tolerable  satis&ction ;  mental  oause.    In  aU  these  cases,  if  the  pain 

fi>r  tlra  nature  of  rest  is  to  suffer  all  the  parts  of  and  terrour  are  so  modified  as  not  to  be  acti;^ 

our  bodies  to  fall  into  a  relaxati<»,  that  not  ally  noxious ;  if  the  pain  is  not  carried  to  vio- 

ooly  disables  the  members  frtmi  performing  lence,  and  the  terrour  is  not  conversant  dKnit 

their  fimctions,  but  takes  away  the  vigorous  the  presoit  destruction  of  the  person,  as  these 

tone  of  fibre  which  is  requisite  fer  carrying  on  emoti(»s  clear  the  parts,  whether  fine  txc  gross, 

the  natural  and  necessary  secretions.    At  the  of  a  dangerous  and  troublesome  incumbrance, 

same  time,  that  in  this  languid  inactive  state,  they  are  capaUe  of  producing  delight ;  not 

the  nerves  are  more  liable  to  the  most  horrid  pleasure,  but  a  sortof  deli^itful  horrour,  a  sort 

convulsions,  than  when  they  are  sufficiently  oftranquiUity  tinged  with  tNTour;  vdiich,  asit 

braced  and  straigthened.    Melancholy,  dejeo-  belongs   to  self-preservation,   is  one  of   the 

ticn,  despair,  and  oAen  sdf>murder,  is  the  con-  strongest  of  all  the  passi<»is.    Its  object  is  the 

secpience  of  the  gloomy  view  we  take  of  things  sublime.*    Its  highest  degree  I  call  oatomaA^ 

in  this  rdazed  state  of  body.    The  best  remedy  meat;  the  subordinate  degrees  are  awe,  rove- 

fiMT  all  these  evils  is  exercise  or  labour;  and  rence,  and  respect,  which  by  the  veiy  etymo- 

iaboor  is  asurmoonting  of  dif^Ecufties,  an  exertion  k^  of  the  words,  shew  fix>m  what  source  they 

of  the  contracting  power  of  the  nuiscles ;  and  as  are  derived,  and  how  they  stand  diwtinguiAed 

such  resembles  pain,  which  consists  in  tension  firom  positive  pleasure, 
or  contraction,  in  every  thing  but  degree.  La* 

hour  is  Dotonly  requisite  to  preserve  the  coarser  ■ 
organs  in  a  state  fit  fi>r  their  functions ;  but  it 

is  equally  necessary  to  these  finer  and  more  SECTION  VIII. 

delicate  organs,  on  wMch,  and  by  which,  die  ^^  ^hihos  not  dakoerous  froduce  a 

imagmation  uid  perhaps   the  other  mental  ^j^^^^  ^^^  terrour. 
powers  act.    Smce  it  is  probable,  that  not  only 

the  inferiour  parts  of  the  soul,  as  the  passions  f^^  mode  of  terrour  or  pain  is  always  the 

are  called,  but  the  understanding  itself  makes  cause  of  the  sublime.    For  terrouTi  or  ano- 

use  of  some  fine  corporeal  instruments  in  its  *  pan  II.  sect  3. 

operation ;  thou^  what  they  are,  and  where  \  Part  I.  sect  7.    Fart  II.  sect  3, 
Vol.  I.— 6 
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cittted  danger,  the  foregoing  e3q>Ucati(m  is,  I  impression  at  onoe;  or,  making  but  one  iii^« 

beliere,  sufficient    It  will  require  something  pressicm  of  a  point  at  a  time,  it  causes  a  siko- 

more  trouble  to  shew,  that  such  examples  as  I  cession  of  the  same  or  others  so  quickly  as  fo 

have  given  of  tho  sublime  in  the  second  part,  make  them  seem  united ;  as  is  evident  fiomthe 

are  capable  of  producing  a  mode  of  pain,  and  common  effect  of  whirling  about  a  lighted  torcfa 

of  being  thus  allied  to  terrour,  and  to  be  ao-  or  piece  of  wood :  which  if  done  with  celerity, 

counted  for  on  the  same  principles.    And  first  seems  a  circle  of  fire, 
of  such  objects  as  are  great  in  their  dimen- 
sions.   I  speak  of  visual  objects.  ^_ 


SECTION  X. 


SECTION  IX.  uiriTT  wht  HsquisiTE  to  tasivess. 

WHT  VISUAL  OBJECTS  OF  GREAT  DIMENSIONS        It  maj  be  objected  to  this  theory,  that  Ifao 

ARE  SUBLIME.  oy*  generally  receives  an  equal  nuinber  of  laya 

at  all  times,  and  that  therefore  a  great  object 
Vision  is  performed  by  having  a  picture  cannot  affect  it  by  the  number  of  rays,  more 
formed  by  the  rays  of  light  which  are  reflected  than  that  variety  of  objects  which  the  eye  must 
from  the  object  painted  in  one  piece,  instanta-  always  discern  whilst  it  remains  open.    Bat  to 
neously,  on  the  retina,  or  last  nervous  part  of  this  I  answer,  that  admitting  an  equal  number 
the  eye.    Or,  according  to  others,  there  is  but  of  rays,  or  an  equal  quantity  of  luminous  partir 
one  point  of  any  object  painted  on  the  eye  in  cles  to  strike  the  eye  at  all  times,  yet  if  these 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  perceived  at  once ;  but  rays  frequently  vary  their  nature,  now  to  blue, 
by  moving  the  eye,  we  gather  up,  with  great  now  to  red,  and  so  on,  or  their  manner  of  ter- 
celerity,  the  several  parts  of  the  object,  so  as  to  mination,  as  to  a  nuinber  of  petty  squares,  tri- 
form one  uniform  piece.    If  the  former  opinion  angles,  or  the  like,  at  every  change,  whether  of 
be  allowed,  it  will  be  considered,*  that  though  colour  or  shape,  the  organ  has  a  sort  of  rdai- 
all  the  light  reflected  irom  a  large  body  should  ation  or  rest ;  but  this  relaxation  and  labour  so 
strike  the  eye  in  one  instant ;  yet  we  must  sup-  often  interrupted,  is  by  no  means  productive  of 
pose  that  the  body  itself  is  formed  of  a  vast  ease  ;  neither  has  it  die  effect  (^vigcMrous  and 
number  of  distinct  points,  everyone  of  which,  uniform  labour.    Whoever  has  remaiked  the 
or  the  ray  from  every  one,  makes  an  impression  different  effects  of  some  strong  exercise,  and 
on  the  retina.    So  that,  though  the  image  of  some  little  piddling  action,  will  understand 
one  point  should  cause  but  a  small  tension  of  why  a  teasing  fretful  emplojnnent,  which  at 
this  membrane,  another,    and  another,    and  once  wearies  and  weakens  the  body,  should 
another  stroke,  must  in  their  progress  cause  a  have  nothing  great ;  these  sorts  of  impulses, 
very  great  one,  until  it  arrives  at  last  to  the  which  are  rather  teasing  than  painful,  by  con- 
highest  degree ;  and  the  whole  capacity  of  the  tinually  and  suddenly  altering  their  tenour  and 
eye,  vibrating  in  all  its  parts,  must  approach  direction,preventthatfulltensi(m,  that  species 
near  to  the  nature  of  what  causes  pain,  and  of  uniform  labour,  which  is  allied  to  strong 
consequently  must  produce  an  idea  of  the  sub-  pain,  and  causes  the  sublime.     The  sum  total 
lime.    Again,  if  we  take  it,  that  one  point  only  of  things  of  various  kinds,  though  it  should 
of  an  object  is  distinguishable  at  once ;  the  equal  the  number  of  the  uniform  parts  corn- 
matter  will  amount  nearly  to  the  same  thing,  or  posing  some  one  entire  object,  is  not  equal  in 
rather  it  will  make  the  origin  of  the  sublime  its  e^ct  upon  the  organs  of  our  bodies.    Be- 
from  greatness  of  dimension  yet  clearer.    For  sides  the  one  already  assigned,  there  is  another 
if  but  one  point  is  observed  at  once,  the  eye  very  strong  reason  for  the  difference.    The 
must  traverse  the  vast  space  of  such  bodies  mind  in  reality  hardly  ever  can  attend  dili- 
with  great  quickness,  and  consequently  the  fine  gently  to  more  than  one  thing  at  a  time ;  if  this 
nerves  and  muscles  destined  to  the  motion  of  thing  be  little,  the  effect  is  little,  and  a  number 
that  part  must  be  very  much  strained ;  and  of  oUier  little  objects  cannot  engage  the  att^i- 
their  great  sensibility  must  make  them  highly  tion ;  the  mind  is  bounded  by  the  bounds  <^the 
affected  by  this  straining.   Besides,  it  signifies  object ;  and  what  is  not  attended  to^  and  what 
just  nothing  to  the  effect  produced,  whether  a  does  not  exist,  are  much  the  same  in  effect ;  bat 
body  has  its  parts  connected  and  makes  its  the  eye  or  the  mind  (for  in  this  case  there  is 

no  difference)  in  great  uniform  objects  does 

*  PartU.  sect.  7  i^^^  readily  arrive  at  their  bounds;  it  has  no 
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mt,  whilst  it  contemplates  them ;  the  image  a  pitch  as  to  be  capable  of  the  sublime ;  it  is 

is  nnch  the  same  every  where.     So  that  every  brought  just  to  the  verge  of  pain.    Even  when 

diing  great  by  its  quanti^  must  necessarily  be  the  caose  has  ceased,  the  organs  of  hearing 

aK,8ui^e  and  entire.  being  oflen  successively  struck  in  a  similar 

manner,  continue  to  vibrate  in  that  manner  for 

'    '  some  time  longer;  this  is  an  additional  help  to 

the  greatness  of  the  effect. 
SECTION  XI. 

THE  ABTIFICIAL  INFINITE. 

SECTION  xn. 

Wx  have  olKserved,  that  a  species  of  great- 
ness arises  from  the  artificial  infinite  ;  and  that  the  vibrations  must  be  similar. 
this  infinite  consists  in  an  uniform  succession 

of  great  parts :  we  observed  too,  that  the  same  Bur  if  the  vibration  be  not  similar  at  every 
aniform  succession  had  a  like  power  in  sounds,  impression,  it  can  never  be  carried  beyond  the 
Bat  because   the  effects  of  many  things  are  number  of  actual  impressions ;  for,  move  any 
dearer  in  one  of  the  senses  than  in  another,  body  as  a  pendulum,  in  one  way,  and  it  will 
lad  that  all  the  senses  bear  analogy  to,  and  continue  to  oscillate  in  an  arch  of  the  same 
iostrate  one  another,  I  shall  begin  with  this  circle,  until  the  known  causes  make  it  rest ; 
power  in  sounds,  as  the  cause  of  the  sublimity  but  if  after  first  putting  it  in  motion  in  one 
fiom  succession  is  rather  more  obvious  in  the  direction,  you  push  it  into   another,  it  can 
MDse  of  hearing.    And  I  shall  here  once  for  all,  never  reassume  the  first  direction;  because  it 
observe,  that  an  investigation  of  the  natural  can  never  move  itself,  and  consequently  it  can 
and  mechanical  causes  of  our  passions,  besides  have  but  the  eflfect  of  that  last  motion ;  whereas, 
ibe  curiosity  of  the  subject,  gives,  if  they  are  if  in  the  same  direction  you  act  upon  it  several 
discovered,  a  double  strength  and  lustre  to  any  times,  it  will  describe  a  greater  arch,  and  move 
rales  we  deliver  on  such  matters.    When  the  a  longer  time. 
ear  receives  any  simple  sound,  it  is  struck  by  — — 
I  single  pulse  of  the  air,  which  makes  the  ear- 
drum and  the  other  membranous  parts  vibrate  SECTION  XIII. 
looording  to  the  nature  and  species  of  the 

Mroke.    If  die  stroke  be  strong,  the  organ  of  THE  effect  of  succession  in  visual  ob- 

hearing  suffers  a  considerable  degree  of  ten-  jects  explained. 
ikn.    If  the  stroke  be  repeated  pretty  soon 

afier,  the  repetition  causes  an  expectation  of  If  we  can  comprehend  clearly  how  things 
mother  stroke.  And  it  must  be  observed ,  that  operate  upon  one  of  our  senses,  there  can  be  very 
expectation  itself  causes  a  tension.  This  is  little  difficulty  in  conceiving  in  what  manner 
vppMnnt  in  many  animals,  who,  when  they  they  affect  the  rest.  To  say  a  great  deal  there- 
prepare  for  hearing  any  sound,  rouse  them-  fore  upon  the  corresponding  affections  of  every 
sdves,  and  prick  up  their  ears :  so  that  here  sense,  would  tend  rather  to  fatigue  us  by  an 
die  ^ect  of  the  sounds  is  considerably  aug-  useless  repetition,  than  to  throw  any  new  light 
mented  by  a  new  auxiliary,  the  expectation,  upon  the  subject,  by  that  ample  and  diffuse 
Bat  though  after  a  number  of  strokes,  we  ex-  manner  of  treating  it;  but  as  in  this  discourse 
pect  still  more,  not  being  able  to  ascertain  the  we  chiefly  attach  ourselves  to  the  sublime,  as  it 
exact  time  of  their  arrival,  when  they  arrive,  affects  the  eye,  we  shall  consider  particularly 
diey  produce  a  sort  of  surprise,  which  increases  why  a  successive  disposition  of  uniform  parts 
this  tension  yet  further.  For  I  have  observed,  in  the  same  right  line  should  be  sublime,*  and 
diat  when  at  any  time  I  have  waited  very  ear-  upon  what  principle  this  disposition  is  enabled 
nestly  for  some  sound,  that  returned  at  inter-  to  make  a  comparatively  small  quantity  of  mat- 
vals,  (as  the  successive  firing  of  cannon,)  ter  produce  a  grander  eflTect,  than  a  much  larger 
dua^  I  fiiOy  expected  the  return  of  the  sound,  quantity  disposed  in  another  manner.  To 
when  it  came  it  always  made  me  start  a  little ;  avoid  the  perplexi^  of  general  notions ;  let  us 
^  ear-drum  suffered  a  convulsion,  and  the  set  before  our  eyes  a  colonnade  of  uniform  pil- 
whole  body  consented  with  it.  The  tension  of  lars  planted  in  a  right  line ;  let  us  talie  our  stand 
the  part  thus  increasing  at  every  blow,  by  the  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  eye  may  shoot  along 
united  fi)rces  of  the  stroke  itself,  the  expecta- 
tioo,  and  the  surprise,  it  is  worked  up  to  such  *  Part  n.  sect.  10. 


86  ON  THE  SUBLIME 

this  ookMHMde,  for  it  has  its  best  effect  in  this  so  powerfiiUy  affected  with  any  one  in^ulse, 

view.    In  our  present  situatioD  it  is  plain,  that  unless  it  be  one  of  a  prodigious  force  indeed, 

the  rays  from  the  first  round  pillar  will  cause  in  as  we  are  with  a  succession  of  similar  impulses ; 

the  eye  a  vibration  of  that  species ;  an  image  because  the  nerves  of  the  sensory  do  not  (if  I 

«f  the  piJlar  itsetf*.     The  pillar  immediatdy  may  use  the  e:q)ression)  acquire  a  habit  of  re- 

suceeeding  increases  it ;  t^at  which  follows  peating  the  same  feeling  in  such  a  manner  as 

renews  ami  enforces  tho  impressiim ;  each  in  to  c(xitinue  it  longer  than  its  cause  is  in  action ; 

its  order  as  it  succeeds,  repeats  impulse  after  besides  all  the  effects  which  I  have  attributed 

impulse,   and  stroke  after   stroke,  until  the  to  expectaticm  and  surprise  in  secL  11,  can 

eye,  long  exercised  in  <»ie  particular  way,  can-  have  no  place  in  a  bare  wall, 
not  lose  that  olgect  immediately ;   and  being 

violently  roused  by  this  ccmtinued  agitation,  — — — 

it  presents  the  mind  with  a  grand  or  sub- 
lime concepti(Mi.    But  instead  of  viewing  a  SECTION  XTV. 
rank  of  unifiwm  pillars;  let  us  si^pose  Uiat 

they  succeed  eadi  other,  a  round  and  a  square  locke's  opinion  coNCERiwrG  dahkitess 
one  alternately.     In  this  case  the  vibration  coitsidered. 

caused  by  the  first  round  pillar  perishes  as  soon 

as  it  is  formed ;  and  one  of  quite  another  sort  It  is  Mr.  Lodce^s  opinion,  that  darkness  is 
(the  square)  directly  occupies  its  place ;  which  notnaturally  an  idea  of  terrour ;  and  that  though 
however  it  resigns  as  quiddy  to  the  round  one ;  an  excessive  light  is  painfiil  to  the  sense,  thaX 
and  thus  the  eye  proceeds,  alternately,  taking  the  greatest  excess  of  darkness  is  no  ways  trou- 
up  <«e  image,  and  laying  down  anoUier,  as  Uesome.  He  observes  indeed  in  another  place, 
Icmg  as  the  building  continues.  From  whence  that  a  nurse  or  an  old  woman  having  once 
it  is  obvious,  that  at  the  last  pillar,  the  impre»-  associated  the  idea  of  ghosts  and  goblins  with 
sion  is  as  for  from  continuing  as  it  was  at  the  that  of  darkness,  night  ever  after  becomes 
very  first ;  because  in  foot,  the  sensory  can  re-  painfiil  and  horrible  to  the  imagination.  The 
ceive  no  distinct  impression  but  firom  the  last ;  authority  of  this  great  man  is  doubtless  as  great 
^d  it  can  never  of  itself  resume  a  dissimilar  as  that  of  any  man  can  be,  and  it  seems  to 
impression :  besides  every  variation  of  the  ob-  stand  in  the  way  of  our  general  principle."^ 
ject  is  a  rest  and  relaxation  to  the  organs  of  We  have  c<nisidered  darkness  as  a  cause  of  the 
sight ;  and  these  reliefo  prevent  that  powerfiil  sublime  ;  and  we  have  all  along  considered  the 
emotion  so  necessary  to  produce  the  sublime,  sublime  as  depending  on  some  modification  of 
To  produce  therefore  a  perfect  grandeur  in  such  pain  or  terrour:  so  that  if  darkness  be  no  way 
things  as  we  have  been  mentioning,  there  should  painfiil  or  terrible  to  any,  who  have  not  had 
be  a  perfect  simplicity,  an  absolute  uniformity  their  minds  early  tainted  with  superstitions,  it 
in  disposition,  shape,  and  cdburing.  Upon  this  can  be  no  source  of  the  sublime  to  them.  But, 
principle  of  succession  and  uniformity  it  may  with  all  deference  to  such  an  authority,  it  seems 
be  asked,  why  a  long  bare  wall  should  not  be  a  to  me,  that  an  association  of  a  more  general 
more  sublime  object  than  a  colonnade ;  since  the  nature,  an  association  which  takes  in  all  man- 
succession  is  no  way  interrupted;  since  the  kind,  may  make  darkness  terrible;  for  in  utter 
eye  meets  no  check ;  since  nothing  more  uni-  darkness  it  is  impossible  to  know  ^  in  what 
form  can  be  conceived  ?  A  long  bare  wall  is  degree  of  safely  we  stand ;  we  are  ignorant  of 
certainly  not  so  grand  an  object  as  a  colonnade  the  objects  that  surround  us ;  we  may  every 
of  the  same  length  and  height.  It  is  not  alto*  moment  strike  against  some  dangerous  obstnic- 
gether  difiScult  to  account  for  this  difference,  tion ;  we  may  fiiil  down  a  precipice  the  first 
When  we  look  at  a  naked  wall,  firom  the  even-  step  we  take ;  and  if  an  enemy  approach,  we 
ness  of  the  object,  the  eye  runs  along  its  whole  know  not  in  what  quarter  to  defend  ourselves ; 
space,  and  arrives  quidily  at  its  termination ;  in  sudi  a  case  strength  is  no  sure  protection ; 
the  eye  meets  nothing  which  may  interrupt  its  wisdom  can  only  act  by  guess ;  the  boldest  are 

S regress  ;  but  then  it  meets  nothing  which  may  staggered,  and  he  who  would  pray  for  nothing 

etain  it  a  proper  time  to  produce  a  very  great  else  towards  his  defence  is  forced  to  pray  for 

and  lasting  effect    The  view  of  a  bare  wall,  light. 

if  it  be  of  a  great  height  and  length,  is  un-  „^  w        t        t  t  a 

J    1 .  ji  J    u  *4U'    •        1  -J  J  Zeu  irorea,  aAAa  JTW  iuffai  v>r  n«p©j wias  Alga***** 

doubte^grand ;  but  Uns  is  only  one  idea,  and  n,,^,^  J^  ^^^^^.^  ^^  ^,  o<I^J^nJui,^ai' 

not  a  rqpetUton  of  sxmuar  ideas:  it  is  therefore  £y  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  oXsoaov. 

great,  not  so  much  upon  the  principle  of  tn^- 

nityf  as  upon  that  of  txMtoess.    But  we  are  not  *  Part  n.  sect.  8. 
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Af  to  tiie  association  of  ghosts,  and  goUim ;  nection  with  pleating  ooas.    Tboy  had  both 

snrefy  it  is  more  natural  to  think,  that  darimesB,  prohobly  their  effects  fixmi  their  natural  opera- 

bemg  originally  an  idea  of  terroor,  was  chosMi  tion. 

as  a  fit  scoie  for  snch  terrible  representations,  ..«..— 
than  Aat  such  representations  have  made  darlt- 

ness  terrible.    The  mind  of  man  very  easily  SECTION  XVI. 
slides  into  an  errour  of  the  former  sort ;  but  it 

is  Teiy  hard  to  imagine,  that  the  effect  of  an  why  DARXiOiss  is  teh&ible. 
idea  so  universally  terrUde  in  ail  times,  and  in 

an  countries,  as  darkness,  could  possUily  have  It  may  be  worth  while  to  examine  how  dark- 
been  owing  to  a  set  of  idle  stories,  or  to  any  ness  can  operate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause 
cause  of  a  nature  so  trivial,  and  d*  an  operation  pain.  It  is  observable,  that  still  as  we  recede 
ao  precarious.  fnnn  the  light,  nature  has  so  amtrived  it,  that 

—  the  pupil  is  enlarged  by  the  retiring  of  the  iris, 

in  proportion  to  our  recess.    Now,  instead  of 

SECTION  XV.  declining  from  it  but  a  little,  suppose  that  we 

withdraw  entirely  from  the  light ;  it  is  reasc«- 

DABAvEss  TERRIBLE  IN  ITS  owv  NATURE,  able  to  think,  that  the  contraction  of  the  radial 

fibres  of  the  iris  is  proporti<»uib]y  greater ;  and 
Perhaps  it  may  appear  <hi  inquiiy,  that  that  this  part  may  by  great  darkness  come  to 
biaekness  and  darlmess  are  in  some  degree  be  so  contracted,  as  to  strain  the  nerves  that 
painftd  by  their  natural  (^ration,  independent  compose  it  beyond  their  natural  tone ;  and  by 
of  any  associations  whatsoever.  I  must  ob-  this  means  to  produce  a  painful  sensation.  Such 
serve,  that  the  ideas  of  darkness  and  blackness  a  tensicoi  it  seems  there  certainly  is,  whilst  we 
are  much  the  same ;  and  they  differ  orAy  in  this,  are  involved  in  darkness ;  for  in  such  a  state 
that  blackness  is  a  m<M%  ccmfined  idea.  Mr.  whilst  the  eye  remains  open,  there  is  a  conti- 
Cheselden  has  given  us  a  very  curious  story  of  nual  nisus  to  receive  light ;  this  is  manifest  from 
a  boy,  who  had  been  bom  blind,  and  continued  the  flashes  and  luminous  appearances  which 
so  until  he  was  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  old  ;  oden  seem  in  these  circumstances  to  play  before 
he  was  then  couched  for  a  cataract,  by  which  it ;  and  which  can  be  nothing  but  the  effect  of 
<^>eration  he  received  his  sight.  Am<xig  nmny  spasms,  produced  by  its  own  efforts  in  pursuit 
remarkable  particulars  that  attended  his  first  of  its  object;  several  other  strong  impulses  will 
perceptions  and  judgments  on  visual  objects,  produce  the  idea  of  light  in  the  eye,  besides 
Cheselden  tells  us,  that  the  first  time  the  Ix^  the  substance  of  light  itself,  as  we  experience 
saw  a  black  object,  it  gave  him  great  uneasi-  on  many  occasions.  Some  who  allow  darkness 
ness ;  and  that  some  time  after,  upon  acciden-  to  be  a  cause  of  the  sublime,  would  infor,  fi'om 
taSy  seeing  a  negro  woman ,  he  was  struck  with  the  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  that  a  relaxation  may 
great  horrour  at  the  sight  The  honour,  in  this  be  productive  of  the  sublime,  as  well  as  con- 
case,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  arise  from  vulsion:  but  they  do  not  I  believe  consider  that 
any  associaticA.  The  boy  appears  by  the  although  the  circular  ring  of  the  iris  be  in  some 
account  to  have  been  particularly  observing  and  sense  a  sphincter,  which  may  possibly  be 
sensible  for  one  of  his  age ;  and  therefore  it  is  dilated  by  a  simple  relaxation,  yet  in  one  re- 
probable,  if  die. great  uneasiness  he  felt  at  the  spect  it  differs  from  most  of  the  other  sphinc- 
fint  sight  of  black  had  arisen  fi'om  its  connection  ters  of  the  body,  that  it  is  furnished  with  anta- 
with  any  other  disagreeable  ideas,he  would  have  gonist  muscles,  which  are  the  radial  fibres  of 
observed  and  mentioned  it.  For  an  idea,  dis-  die  iris  :  no  sooner  does  the  circular  muscle 
agreeable  only  by  assoctati(H),  has  the  cause  of  begin  to  relax,  than  these  fibres,  wanting  their 
its  ifl  effect  on  tiie  passions  evident  Plough  at  counterpoise,  are  f<xt;ibly  drawn  back,  and  open 
Uie  first  impression;  in  ordinary  cases,  it  is  the  pupil  to  a  considerable  wideness.  But 
indeed  frequently  lost ;  but  this  is,  because  the  thou^  we  were  not  {^prised  of  this,  I  believe 
original  associadon  was  made  veiy  early,  and  any  one  will  find,  if  he  opens  his  eyes  and 
the  consequent  im^Hression  repeated  oAen.  In  makes  an  efibrt  to  see  in  a  dark  place,  that  a 
oar  instance,  there  was  no  time  for  such  an  very  perceivable  pain  ensues.  And  I  have 
habit;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  thiidc  that  the  heard  some  ladies  remark,  that  after  having 
ill  effbcts  of  blade  on  his  imagination  were  worked  a  long  time  upon  a  ground  of  blade, 
more  owing  to  its  connection  with  any  disagree-  their  eyes  were  so  pained  and  weakened,  they 
able  ideas,  than  that  the  good  effects  of  more  could  hardly  see.  It  may  perhaps  be  objected  to 
cheerful  ooloon  were  derived  fiom  their  con-  this  theory  of  the  medianical  effect  of  dark- 
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ness,  that  the  ill  efllects  of  darimess  or  black-  dispose  a  man  to  sleep,  let  these  sounds  cease 

ness  seem  rather  mental  than  corporeal ;  and  suddenly,  and  the  person  immediately  awakes ; 

I  own  it  is  true,  that  they  do  so;  and  so  do  all  that  is,  the  parts  are  braced  up  suddenly,  and 

those  that  depend  on  the  affections  of  the  finer  he  awakes.     This  I  have  often  experienced 

parts  oi  our  system.     The  ill  effects  of  bad  myself,  and  I  have  heard  the  same  fr(Mn  ob- 

weather  appear  often  no  otherwise,  than  in  a  serving  persons.    In  like  manner,  if  a  person 

melancholy  and  dejection  of  spirits ;  though  in  broad  day  light  were  falling  a^eep,  to  ia> 

without  doubt,  in  this  case,  the  bodily  organs  troduce  a  sudden  darkness  would  preveal  lus 

suffer  first,  and  the  mind  through  these  organs,  sleep  for  that  time,  though  silence  and  dark- 
ness in  themselves,  and  not  suddenly  intro* 

— — —  duced,  are  very  favourable  to  it.    This  I  knew 

only  by  conjecture  on  the  analogy  of  the  senses 

SECTION   XVII.  when  I  first  digested  these  observations ;  but  I 

have  since  experienced  it.    And  I  have  often 

THE  EFFECTS  OF  BLACKNESS.  experienced,  and  so  have  a  thousand  others, 

that  on  the  first  inclining  towards  sleep,  we 

Blackness  is  but  a  partial  darkneaa;  and  have  been  suddenly  awi^ened  with  a  most 

therefore  it  derives  some  of  its  powers  fit>m  violent  start ;  and  that  this  start  was  generally 

being  mixed  and  surrounded  with  coloured  preceded  by  a  sort  of  dream  of  our  falling 

bodies.    In  its  own  nature,  it  cannot  be  con-  down  a  precipice :  whence  does  this  strange 

sidered  as  a  colour.    Black  bodies,  reflecting  motion  arise,  but  from  the  too  sudden  relaxa- 

none,  or  but  a  few  rays,  with  regard  to  sight,  tion  of  the  body,  which  by  some  mechanism  in 

are  but  as  so  many  vacant  spaces  dispersed  nature  restores  itself  by  as  quick  and  vigorous 

among  the  objects  we  view.    When  the  eye  an  exertion  of  the  contracting  power  of  the 

lights  on  one  of  these  vacuities,  after  having  muscles !    The  dream  itself  is  caused  by  this 

been  kept  in  some  degree  of  tension  by  the  relaxation:  and  it  is  of  too  uniform  a  nature  to 

play  of  the  adjacent  colours  upon  it,  it  sud-  be  attributed  to  any  other  cause.     The  parts 

denly  falls  into  a  relaxation;   out  of  which  it  relax  too  suddenly,  which  is  in  the  nature  of 

as  suddenly  recovers  by  a  convulsive  spring,  falling ;  and  this  accident  of  the  body  induces 

To  illustrate  this  ;   let  us  ccmsider,  that  when  this  image  in  the  mind.    When  we  are  in  a 

we  intend  to  sit  on  a  chair,  and  find  it  much  confirmed  state  of  health  and  vigour,  as  all 

lower  than  was  expected,  the  shock  is  very  dianges  are  then  less  sudden,  and  less  (m  the 

violent ;   much  more   violent  than  could  be  extreme,  we  can  seldom  complain  of  this  dis- 

thought  fi*om  so  slight  a  fall  as  the  difference  agreeable  sensation, 
between  one  chair  and  another  can  possibly 

make.    If,  after  descending  a  flight  of  stairs,  ■    ■ 
we  attempt  inadvertently  to  take  another  step 

in  the  manner  of  the  former  ones,  the  shock  is  SECTION  XVm. 
.extremely  rude  and  disagreeable;   and  by  no 

art  can  we  cause  such  a  shock  by  the  same  the  effects  of  blackness  moderated. 
means  when  we  expect  and  prepare  for   it. 

When  I  say  that  this  is  owing  to  having  the  Though  the  effects  of  black  be  painfid  ori- 

change  made  contrary  to  expectation;  I  do  ginally,  we  must  not  think  they  always  continue 

jnot  mean  solely,  when  the  mnd  expects.    I  so.     Custom  rec(Hiciles    us  to  every  thing, 

mean  likewise,  that  when  an  organ  of  sense  is  After  we  have  been  used  to  the  sight  of  black 

for  some  time  effected  in  some  one  manner,  if  objects,  the  terrour  abates,  and  the  smoothness 

it  be  suddenly  affected  otherwise,  there  ensues .  and  glossmess  or  some  agreeable  accident  of 

a  convulsive  motion ;  such  a  convulsion  as  is  bodies  so  coloured,  softens  in  some  measure 

caused  when  any  thing  happens  against  the  the  horrour  and  sternness  of  their  original 

expectance  of  the  mind.    And  though  it  may  nature ;  yet  the  nature  of  their  original  im- 

appear  strange  that  such  a  change  as  produces  pression  still  continues.     Black  will  always 

a  relaxation,  should  immediately  produce  a  have  something  melancholy  in  it,  because  the 

sudden  convulsion ;  it  is  yet  most  certainly  so,  sensory  will  always  find  the  change  to  it  fiom 

and  so  in  all  the  senses.    Every  one  knows  other  colours  too  violent ;   or  if  it  occupy  the 

that  sleep  is  a  relaxation ;  and  that  silence,  whole  compass  of  the  sight,  it  will  then  be 

where  nothing  keeps  the  organs  of  hearing  in  darkness  ;  and  what  was  said  of  darkness  will 

action,  is  in  general  fittest  to  bring  on  this  re-  be  applicable  here.  I  do  not  purpose  to  go  into 

taxation ;  yet  when  a  sort  of  murmuring  sounds  all  that  might  be  said  to  illustrate  this  theoiy 
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of  the  effectB  of  light  and  darkness;  neither  it,  subjoining  the  excepti<xis  which  may  occur 

wiii  I  examine  all  the  diflerent  effects  produced  according  to  the  judicious  rule  laid  down  by 

by  the  yarious  modifications  and  mixtures  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton  in  the  third  bodi  of  his 

these  two  causes.     If  the  fin-egoing  obser-  Opticks.   Our  position  will,  I  conceive,  appear 

Tstians  have  any  foundation  in  nature,  I  con-  confirmed  beycmd  any  reasonaMe  doubt,  if  we 

oeive  them  yecy  sufficient  to  accoimt  for  all  the  can  shew  that  such  things  as  we  have  already 

pisaenomena  that  can  arise  from  all  the  combi-  observed  to  be  the  genuine  constituents  of 

nations  of  black  with  other  colours.    To  enter  beauty,  have  each  of  them,  separately  taken, 

into  erery  particular,  or  to  answer  every  objeo-  a  natural  tendency  to  relax  the  fibres.    And  if 

tion,  would  be  an  endless  labour.    We  have  it  must  be  allowed  us,  that  the  appearance  of 

enly  foHowed  the  most  leading  roads ;  and  we  the  human  body,  when  all  these  constituents 

shall  observe  the  same  conduct  in  our  intpiiiy  are  united  together  before  the  sensory,  flirther 

into  llie  cause  of  beauty.  favours  this  opinion,  we  may  venture,  I  be- 
lieve, to  conclude,  that  the  passion  called  love 

— — —  is  produced  by  this  relaxation.    By  the  same 

method  of  reasoning  which  we  have  used  in 

SECTION  XIX.  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  sublime,  we 

may  likewise  conclude,   that  as   a  beautiful 

^HK  fOYStCAL  CAUSE  OF  LOTE.  object  presented  to  the  sense,  by  causing  a 

relaxation  of  the  body,  produces  the  passion 

When  we  have  before  us  such  objects  as  of  love  in  the  mind ;  so'  if  by  any  means  the 

«xcite  love  and  complacency ;  the  body  is  af*  passion  should  first  have  its  origin  in  the  mind, 

fected,  so  far  as  I  could  observe,  much  in  the  a  relaxation  of  the  outward  organs  will  as  cer^ 

fiiHowing  manner :  the  head  reclines  something  tainly  ensue  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the 

on  one  side ;  the  eye-lids  are  more  closed  than  cause, 

usual,  and  the  eyes  roll  gently  with  an  inclina-  ■ 
tion  to  the  object ;  the  mouth  is  a  little  opened, 

and  die  breadi  drawn  slowly,  with  now  and  SECTION  XX. 
then  a  k>w  sigh ;  the  whole  body  is  composed, 

and  the  hands  fall  idly  to  the  sides.    All  this  is  why  smoothness  is  beautifui:.. 
accompanied  with  an  inward  sense  of  melting 

and  laiiguor.     These  appearances  are  always  It  is  to  explain  the  true  cause  of  visual 

proportioned  to  the  degree  of  beauty  in  the  beauty,  that  I  call  in  the  assistance  of  the 

object,  and  of  sensibility  in  the  observer.    And  other  senses.    If  it  appears  thni  smoothness  is 

this  gradation  from  the  highest  pitch  of  beauty  a  principal  cause  of  pleasure  to  the  touch, 

and  sensibility,  even  to  the  lowest  of  medio-  taste,  smell,  and  hearing,  it  wiQ  he  easily  ad- 

crity  and  indifference,  and  their  correspondent  mitted  a  constituent  of  visual  beauty ;   espe- 

efiects,  ought  to  be  kept  in  view,  else  this  de-  cially  as  we  have  before  shewn,   that  this 

Bcription  will  seem  exaggerated,  which  it  cer-  quality  is  found  almost  wiUiout  exception  in 

tainly  is  not.    But  firom  this  description  it  is  all  bodies  that  are  by  general  consent  held 

almost  impossible  not  to  conclude,  that  beauty  beautiful.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that  bodies 

acts  by  relaxing  the  solids  of  the  whole  system,  which  are  rough  and  angular,  rouse  and  velli- 

There  are  all  ^e  appearances  of  such  a  relax-  cate  the  organs  of  feeling,  causing  a  sense  of 

ation ;  and  a  relaxation  somewhat  below  the  pain,  which  consists  in  the  violent  tension  or 

natural  tone  seems  to  me  to  be  the  cause  of  all  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres.     On  the 

positive  pleasure.    Who  is  a  stranger  to  that  contrary,  the    application  of  smooth  bodies 

manner  of  expressicMi  so  common  in  all  times  relaxes ;   gentle  stroking  with  a  smooth  hand 

and  in  all  countries,  of  being  soflened,  relaxed,  allays  violent  pains  and  cramps,  and  relaxes 

enervated,  dissc^ed,  melted  away l^  pleasure?  the  suffering  parts  from  their  unnatural  ten- 

The  miiversal  voice  of  mankind,  faithful  to  sion ;  and  it  has  therefore  very  often  no  mean 

^ir  feelings,  ctmcurs  in  affirming  this  uniform  effect  in  removing  swellings  and  obstructions, 

and  general  efiect:  and  although  some  odd  and  The  sense  of  feeling  is  highly  gratified  with 

particular  instance  may  perhaps   be   found,  smooth  bodies.    A  bed  smoothly  laid  and  soft, 

wherein  diere  appears  a  C(Hisiderable  degree  that  is,  where  the  resistance   is  every  way 

(rf*  positive  pleasure,  without  all  the  characters  inconsiderable,  is  a  great  luxury,  disposing 

of  rdaxation,  we  must  not  therefore  reject  the  to  an  universal  relaxation,  and  inducing  be- 

condusion  we  had  drawn  firom  a  concurrence  yond  any  thing  else,  that  species  of  it  called 

of  many  experiments ;  but  we  still  must  retain  sleep. 
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SECTION  XXI.  hate  affected  the  touch  when  they  Are  roBed 

badnnrard  and  forward  and  over  ooe  another, 

SWEETNESS,  ITS  HATURE.  you  will  easUy  conceive  how  sweetness,  which 

consists  in  a  salt  of  such  nature,  affects  the 
Nor  is  it  only  in  the  touch,  that  smooth  taste;  for  a  single  globe,  (though  somewhat 
todies  cause  positive  pleasure  by  relaxation,  pleasant  to  the  feeling,)  yet  by  the  regularitjr 
In  the  smell  and  taste,  we  find  all  diings  agree-  of  its  form,  and  the  somewhat  too  sudden  d^^* 
able  to  them,  and  which  are  conmumly  called  viaticm  of  its  parts  from  a  ri^t  line,  is  nothing 
sweet,  to  be  of  a  smooth  nature,  and  that  they  near  so  pleasant  to  the  toudi  as  several  globes, 
all  evidently  tend  to  relax  their  respective  sen-  where  the  hand  gently  rises  to  one  and  fells  to 
series.    Let  us  first  consider  the  taste.    Since  another ;  and  this  pleasure  is  greatly  increased 
it  is  most  easy  to  inquire  into  the  property  of  if  the  globes  are  in  motion,  and  sliding  over 
liquids,  and  since  all  things  seem  to  want  a  one  another ;  for  this  soft  variety  prevents  that      j 
fluid  vehicle  to  make  them  tasted  at  all,  I  weariness,  which  the  uniform  disposition  d      ] 
intood  rather  to  consider  tlie  liquid  than  the  the  several  globes  would  otherwise  produce.      j 
solid  parts  of  our  food.    The  vehicles  of  all  Thus  in  sweet  liquors,  the  parts  of  the  fluid 
tastes  are  uxUer  and  oil.  And  what  determines  vehicle,  though  most  probably  round,  are  yet      i 
the  taste  is  some  salt,  which  affects  variously  so  minute,  as  to  conceal  the  figure  of  their 
according  to  its  nature,  or  its  manner  of  being  component  parts  fix>m  the  nicest  inquisition  of 
combined  with  other  things.    Water  and  oil,  the  microscope ;    and  consequently  being  so 
simply  considered,  are  capable  of  giving  some  excessively  minute,  they  have  a  sort  of  flat 
pleasure  to  the  taste.    Water,  when  simple,  simplicity  to  the  taste,  resembling  the  effeds 
is  insipid,  inodorous,  colourless,  and  smooth ;  of  plain  smooth  bodies  to  the  touch ;  for  if  a 
it  is  found,  when  not  coldf  to  be  a  great  resolver  body  be  composed  of  round  parts  excessivdy 
of  spasms,  and  lubricator  of  the  fibres ;  this  smsill,  and  packed  pretty  closely  together,  the 
power  it  probably  owes  to  its  smoothness.    For  surface  will  be  both  to  the  sight  and  toudi  as  if 
as   fluidity  depends,  according  to  the  most  it  were  nearly  plain  and  smooth.    It  is  dear 
general  opinion,  on  the  roundness,  smoothness,  from  their  unveiling  their  figure  to  the  micro- 
and  weak  cohesion  of  the  component  parts  of  scope,  that  the  particles  of  sugar  are  consider- 
any  body ;  and  as  water  acts  merely  as  a  sim-  ably  larger  than  those  of  water  or  oil,  and 
pie  fluid ;  it  follows,  tliat  the  cause  of  its  fluid-  ccxisequently,   that    their   effeCsts    fixnn   their 
ity  is  likewise  the  cause  of  its  relaxing  qual-  roundness  will  be  more  distinct  and  palpable 
ity ;    namely,   the    smoothness    and  slippery  to  the  nervous  papillae  of  that  nice  organ  the 
texture  of  its  parts.    The  other  fluid  vehicle  of  tongue:    they  will  induce  that  sense  called 
tastes   is  oil.      This   too,   when  simple,   is  sweetness,  ^ich  in  a  weak  manner  we  dis- 
insipid,  inodorous,  colourless,  and  smooth  to  cover  in  oil,  and  in  a  yet  weaker  in  water ;  for, 
the  touch  and  taste.     It  is  smoother  than  insipid  as  they  are,  water  and  oil  are  in  some 
water,  and  in  many  cases  yet  more  relaxing,  degree  sweet ;   and  it  may  be  observed,  that 
Oil  is  in  some  degree  pleasant  to  the  eye,  the  insipid  things  of  all  kinds  apfuroach  OKMre  nearly 
touch,  and  the  taste,  insipid  as  it  is.    Water  to  the  nature  of  sweetness  than  to  that  of  any 
is  not  so  gratefiil ;  which  I  do  not  know  on  other  taste. 

what  principle  to  account  for,  other  than  that  

water  is  not  so  sofl;  and  smooth.   Suppose  that 

to  this  oU  or  water  were  added  a  certain  quan-  auT'TTnxr  -v-vxr 

tity  of  a  specific  salt,  which  had  a  power  of  "^^  ^  ^"^  JS^-SOi. 

putting  the  nervous  papUUe  of  the  tongue  into 

a  gentle  vibratory  motion ;  as  suppose  sugar  sweetness  relaxing. 

dissolved  in  it.    The  smoothness  of  the  oil, 

and  the  vibratory  power  of  the  salt,  cause  the         In  the  other  senses  we  have  remarked,  that 

sense  we  call  sweetness.    In  all  sweet  bodies,  smooth  things  are  relaxing.  Now  it  ought  to  ap- 

sugar,  or  a  substance  very  little  different  boai  pear  that  sweet  things,  which  are  the  smooth  of 

sugar,  is  constantly  found ;   every  species  of     taste,  are  relaxing  too.    It  is  remarkable,  that 

salt,  examined  by  the  microscope,  has  its  own     in  some  languages  sofl  and  sweet  have  bat  one 

distinct,  regular,  invariable  form.     That  of  name.    Douai  in  French  signifies  soft  as  weD 

nitre  is  a  pointed  oblong ;  that  of  sea-salt  an     as  sweet.    The  Latm  Dulcis,  and  the  Italian 

exact  cube ;  that  of  sugar  a  perfect  gbbe.    If  Dolce,  have  in  many  cases  the  same  doable 

you  have  tried  how  smooth  globular  bodies,  as     signification.    That  sweet  things  are  generally 

the  marbles  with  which  boys  amuse  themselves,     relaxing,  is  evident;  because  all  such,  espe- 
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cia%  those  whidi  are  most  oily,  tak^i  fre-  the  same  manner,  nothing  very  suddenly  va- 

quoitly,  or  in  a  Urge  quantity,  very  much  ried,  can  be  beautiful ;  because  both  are  oppo- 

enfedl>le   the  tone  of  the  stomach.     Sweet  site  to  that  agreeable  relaxation  which  is  the 

ameDs,  tdiich  bear  a  great  affinity  to  sweet  characteristic  effect  of  beauty.    It  is  thus  in 

tastes,  relax  very  remarkably.    The  smell  of  all  the  senses.    A  motion  in  a  ri^t  line,  is 

flofwers  disposes  people  to  drowsiness ;   and  that  manner  of  moving  next  to  a  very  gentle 

dus  rdaxing  effect  is  further  apparent  from  the  descent,  in  which  we  meet  the  least  resist 

prejudice  which  pe<^le  of  weak  nerves  receive  ance;  yet  it  is  not  that  manner  of  moving, 

from  their  use.    It  were  worth  while  to  exa-  which,  next  to  a  descent,  wearies  us  the  least. 

nyne,  whether  tastes  of  this  kind,  sweet  ones.  Rest  certainly  tends  to  relax :  yet  there  is  a 

tastes  that  are  caused  by  8nxx>di  oils  and  a  species  ofmotion  which  relaxes  more  than  rest; 

rdaxing  salt,  are  not  the  originally  pleasant  a  gentle  oscillatory  motion,  a  rising  and  falling. 

tastes.     For  many,  which  use  has  rendered  Rocking  sets  children  to  sleep  better  than  aS- 

such,  were  not  at.  all  agreeable  at  first.    The  solute  rest ;  there  is  indeed  scarce  any  thing 

way  to  examine  this  is,  to  try  \^at  nature  has  at  that  age,  which  gives  more  pleasure  than  to 

originally  provided  for  us,  which  she  has  un-  be  gendy  lifted  up  and  down ;  the  manner  of 

doobtedly  made  (»iginaUy  pleasant ;   and  to  playing  which  their  nurses  use  with  chiUren, 

analyse  this  provision.    MWtf  is  the  first  sup-  and  the  weighing  and  swinging  used  aflerwards 

port  of  our  childhood.    The  compcxient  parts  by  themselves  as  a  favourite  amusement,  evince 

of  this  are  water,  oil,  and  a  sort  of  a  very  sweet  this  very  sufficiently.    Most  people  must  have 

salt,  called  the  sugar  of  milk.    All  these  when  observed  the  sort  of  sense  they  have  had  (xi 

blended  have  a  great  smoothness  to  the  taste,  being  swifUy  drawn  in  an  easy  coach  on  a 

and  a  relaxing  quality  to  the  skin.    The  next  smooth  turf,  with  gradual  ascents  and  declivi- 

diing  children  covet  ia  Jruiif  and  of  firuits  those  ties.    This  will  give  a  better  idea  of  the  beau- 

principally  which  are  sweet ;  and  every  one  tiful,  and  point  out  its  probable  cause  better, 

kaows  that  the  sweetness  of  fruit  is  caused  by  than  almost  any  thing  else.    On  the  cmitrary, 

a  subtile  oil,  and  such  salt  as  that  mentioned  when  one  is  hurried  over  a  rough,  rocky,  bro- 

in  the  last  section.    Afterwards,  custom,  ha-  ken  road,  the  pain  felt  by  these  sudden  inequal- 

bit,  the  desire  of  novelty,  and  a  thousand  other  ities  shews  why  similar  sights,  feelings,  and 

Gaoses,  confound,  adulterate,  and  change  our  sounds,  are  so  contrary  to  beauty :  and  with 

palates,  so  that  we  can  no  longer  reason  with  regard  to  the  feeling,  it  is  exactly  the  same  in 

any  satisfaction  about  them.    Before  we  quit  its  effect,  or  very  nearly  the  same,  whether,  for 

thn  article,  we  must  observe,  that  as  smooth  instance,  I  move  my  hand  along  the  surface  of 

tfaiogs  are,  as  sudi,  agreeable  to  the  taste,  and  a  body  of  a  certain  shape,  or  whether  such  a 

are  frnrnd  of  a  relaxing  quality ;  so,  on  the  body  is  moved  along  my  hand.    But  to  bring 

odier  hand,  things  which  are  found  by  experi-  this  analogy  of  the  senses  home  to  the  eye :  if 

ence  to  be  of  a  strengthening  quality,  and  fit  to  a  body  presented  to  that  sense  has  such  a  wav- 

brace  the  fibres,  are  almost  univer^y  rough  ing  surface,  that  the  rays  of  light  reflected  from 

and  pungent  to  the  taste,  and  in  many  cases  it  are  in  a  continual  insensible  deviation  from 

rough  even  to  the  touch.    We  often  apply  the  the  strongest  to  the  weakest,  (which  is  always 

quality  of  sweetness,  metaphorically,  to  visual  the  case  in  a  surface  gradually  unequal,)   it 

objects.     For  the  better  carrying  on  this  re-  must  be  exactly  similar  in  its  effects  on  thp  eye 

markable  analogy  of  the  senses,  we  may  here  and  touch;  upon  the  one  of  which  it  operates 

caUsweetness  the  beautiful  of  the  taste.  directly,  on  the  other  indirectly.     And  this 

body  will   be  beautiful    if  the    lines   which 

I  compose  its  surface  are  not  continued,  even  so 

varied,  in  a  manner  that  may  weary  or  dissi- 

SECTION  XXm.  pate  the  attention.     The  variation  itself  must 

be  continually  varied. 

YABIATIOV,  VTHY  BEA17TIFUL. 


Ahotheb  principal  property  of  beautiful 
olgects  is,  that  the  line  of  their  parts  is  conti-  SECTION  XXIV. 

ntudly  varying  its  directicxi ;  but  it  varies  it  by 

a  very  insensible  deviation ;  it  never  varies  it  concerning  smallnsss. 

80  quiddy  as  to  surprise,  or  by  the  sharpness  of 

its  angle  to  cause  any  twitching  or  convulsion        To  avoid  a  sameness  which  may  arise  fr(»n 
of  the  optic  oerve.   Nothing  long  continued  in     the  too  frequent  repetition  of  the  same  reason- 
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ings,  and  of  illustrations  of  the  same  nature,  I  greeable  image.  But  should  a  man  be  found 
will  not  enter  very  minutely  into  every  parti-  not  above  two  or  three  feet  hi^,  supposing 
cular  that  regards  beauty,  as  it  is  founded  on  such  a  person  to  have  all  the  parts  of  his  body 
the  disposition  of  its  quantity,  or  its  quantity  of  a  delicacy  suitable  to  such  a  size,  and  othop- 
itself.  In  speaking  of  the  magnitude  of  bodies  wise  endued  with  the  common  qualities  of  other 
there  is  great  uncertainty,  because  the  ideas  of  beautiful  bodies,  I  am  pretty  well  convinced 
great  and  small  are  terms  ahnost  entirely  rela-  that  a  person  of  such  a  stative  might  be  consi* 
tive  to  the  species  of  the  objects,  which  are  dered  as  beautiful ;  might  be  the  dbject  of  love; 
infinite.  It  is  true,  that  having  oace  fixed  the  mi^t  give  us  very  pleasing  ideas  on  viewing 
species  of  any  object,  and  the  dimensions  ccnn-  him.  The  only  thing  which  could  possibfy 
mon  in  the  individuals  of  that  species,  we  may  interpose  to  chedc  our  pleasure  is,  that  such 
observe  some  that  exceed,  and  some  that  fall  creatures,  however  formed,  are  unusual,  and 
short  of,  the  ordinary  standard:  those  which  are  oflen  therefore  considered  as  something 
greatly  exceed,  are  by  that  excess,  provided  monstrous.  The  large  and  gigantic,  though 
tfie  species  itself  be  not  very  small,  rather  great  very  compatible  with  the  sublime,  is  contrary 
and  terrible  than  beautiful ;  but  as  in  the  ani-  to  the  beautiful.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose  a 
mal  world,  and  in  a  good  measure  in  the  vege-  giant  the  object  of  love.  When  we  let  our 
table  wOTld  likewise,  the  qualities  that  consti-  imagination  loose  in  romance,  the  ideas  we 
tute  beauty  may  possibly  be  united  to  things  of  naturally  annex  to  that  size  are  those  of  tyran- 
greater  dimensions ;  when  they  are  so  united,  ny,  cruelty,  injustice,  and  every  thing  honid 
they  constitute  a  species  something  different  Bnd  abominable.  We  paint  the  giant  ravaging 
botli  from  the  sublime  and  beautiful,  which  I  the  country,  plundering  the  innocent  traveller, 
have  before  called  ^n«,-  but  this  kind,  I  ima-  and  afterwards  gorged  with  his  half-living 
gine,  has  not  such  a  power  on  the  passions,  flesh:  such  are  Pdyphemus,  Cacus,  and 
either  as  vast  bodies  have  which  are  endued  others,  who  make  so  great  a  figure  in  ro* 
with  the  correspondent  qualities  of  the  sub-  mances  and  heroic  poems.  The  event  we 
iime  ;  or  as  the  qualities  of  beauty  have  when  attend  to  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  is  their 
tmited  in  a  small  object.  The  affection  pro-  defeat  and  death.  I  do  not  remember,  in  all 
duced  by  large  bodies  adorned  with  the  spoils  that  multitude  of  deaths  veith  which  the  Iliad 
of  beauty,  is  a  tension  continually  relieved;  is  filled,  that  the  fall  of  any  man,  remaricable  for 
which  approaches  to  the  nature  of  mediocrity,  his  great  stature  and  strength,  touches  us  with 
But  if  I  were  to  say  how  I  find  myself  affected  pity;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  authw,  so 
upon  such  occasions,  I  should  say,  that  the  well  read  in  human  nature,  ever  intended  it 
sublime  suffers  less  by  being  united  to  some  of  should.  It  is  Simoisius,  in  the  soft  bloom  of 
the  qualities  of  beauty,  than  beauty  does  by  be-  youth,  torn  fi-om  his  parents,  who  tremUe  for  a 
ing  joined  to  greatness  of  quantity,  or  any  courage  so  ill  suited  to  his  strength ;  it  is  ano- 
other  properties  of  the  sublime.  There  is  ther  hurried  by  war  fi^m  the  new  emlH^Bces  of 
something  so  overruling  in  whatever  inspires  his  bride,  young,  and  fiiir,  and  a  novice  to  the 
us  with  awe,  in  all  things  which  belong  ever  so  field,  who  melts  us  by  his  untimely  fate, 
remotely  to  terrour,  that  nothing  else  can  stand  Achilles,  in  spite  of  the  many  qualities  of 
in  their  presence.  There  lie  the  qualities  of  beauty,  whidi  Hixner  has  bestowed  <m  his 
beauty  either  dead  or  unoperative ;  or  at  most  outward  form,  and  the  many  great  virtues  with 
exerted  to  mollify  the  rigour  and  sternness  of  which  he  has  adorned  his  mind,  can  never 
the  terrour,  which  is  the  natural  concomitant  make  us  love  him.  It  may  be  observed,  that 
of  greatness.  Besides  the  extraordinary  great  Homer  has  given  the  Trojans,  whose  fate  he 
in  every  species,  the  opposite  to  this,  the  has  designed  to  excite  our  compassion,  infi* 
dwarfish  and  diminutive  ought  to  be  consi-  nitely  more  of  the  amiable  soci^  virtues  than 
dered.  Litdeness,merely  as  such,  has  nothing  he  has  distributed  among  his  Gh'edcs.  With 
contrary  to  the  idea  of  beauty.  The  humming-  regard  to  the  Trojans,  the  passion  he  chooses 
bird,  both  in  shape  and  colouring,  yields  to  to  raise  is  pity ;  pity  is  a  passion  founded  on 
none  of  the  winged  species,  of  which  it  is  the  love ;  and  these  lesser,  and  if  I  may  say  domes- 
least  ;  and  perhaps  his  beauty  is  enhanced  by  tic  virtues,  are  certainly  the  most  amiaUe. 
his  smaUness.  But  there  are  animals,  which  But  he  has  made  the  Greeks  &r  their  supe- 
when  they  are  extremely  small  are  rarely  (if  riors  in  the  politic  and  military  virtues.  The 
ever)  beautiful.  There  is  a  dwarfish  size  of  councils  of  Priam  are  weak;  the  arms  of  Heo- 
men  and  women,  which  is  almost  constantly  tor  comparatively  feeble;  his  courage  fiur  below 
so  gross  and  massive  in  ccnnparison  of  their  that  of  Achilles.  Yet  we  love  Priam  more  than 
height,  that  they  present  us  with  a  very  disa-  Agamenuion,  and  Hector  more  than  hUi  cod* 
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(fierbr  Achilles.    Admiration  is  the  passion  soul  that  feeling,  which  is  called  love.    Their 

w&ich  Homer  would  excite  in  favour  of  the  causes  have  made  the  subject  of  this  fourth 

Greeks,  and  he  has  done  it  by  bestowing  on  part. 

(faem  the  virtues  which  have  but  little  to  do 

with  love.    This  short  digression  is  perhaps  the  evd  of  the  fouhth  fart. 

lot  wholly  beside  oiht  purpose,  where  our  busi- 

is  to  shew,  that  objects  of  great  dimen-  —- _^__» 
are  inocmipatible  with  beauty,  the  more 

iiioaiii(»atibIe  as  they  are  greater;  whereas  the  PART  V.— SECTION  I. 
■Mil,  if  ever  they  fail  of  beauty,  this  fiulure  is 

BoC  to  be  attributed  to  their  size.  of  words. 

—  Natural  objects  affect  us,  by  the  laws  of 

that  connection  which  Providence  has  esta- 

SECTION  XXV.  blished  between  certain  motions  and  configurar 

tions  of  bodies,  and  certain  consequent  feelings 

OF  COLOUR.  in  our  mind.    Painting  affects  in  the  same 

manner,  but  with  the  superadded  pleasure  of 
With  regard  to  colour,  the  disquisition  is  imitation.    Architecture  affects  by  the  laws  of 
ikaost  infinite;  but  I  conceive  the  principles  nature,  and  the  law  of  reason;  6x>m  which  latter 
laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  this  part  are  result  the  rules  of  proportion,  which  make  a 
nfficient  to  account  for  the  eiiects  of  them  all,  work  to  be  praised  or  censured,  in  the  whole  or 
IS  well  as  for  the  agreeable  effects  of  transpar  in  some  part,  when  the  end  for  which  it  was 
rent  bodies,  whether  fluid  or  solid.    Suppose  designed  is  or  is  not  properly  answered.    But 
I  kwk  at  a  bottle  of  muddy  liquor,  of  a  blue  or  as  to  words ;  they  seem  to  me  to  affect  us  in  a 
red  colour:  the  blue  or  red  rays  cannot  pass  manner  very  different  from  that  in  which  we 
deaH^  to  the  eye,  but  are  suddenly  and  une-  are  affected  by  natural  objects,  or  by  painting 
qoally  stopped  1^  the    intervention  of  little  or  architecture ;  yet  words  have  as  considera- 
opaque    bodies,    which    without   preparation  ble  a  share  in  exciting  ideas  of  beauty  and  of 
change  tbe  idea,  and  diange  it  too  into  one  the  sublime  as  any  of  those,  and  sometimes  a 
disa^veable  in  its  own  nature,  conformable  to  much  greater  than  any  of  them ;  therefore  an 
the  principles  laid  down  in  sect.  24.    But  when  inquiry  into  the  manner  by  which  they  excite 
the  ray  passes  without  such  oppositicwi  through  such  emotions,  is  far  from  heing  unnecessary 
the  glass  or  liquor,  when  the  ^ass  or  liquor  are  in  a  discourse  of  this  kind, 
quite  transparent,  the  light  is  sometimes  soft- 
ened in  the  passage,  which  makes  it  more  —— ^ 
agreeable  even  as  light ;  and  the  liquor  reflect- 
ing aD  the  n,ya  of  its  proper  colour  evenly ^  it  SECTION  II. 
has  such  an  eflfect  on  the  eye,  as  smooth  opaque 

boihes  haye  on  the  eye  and  touch.    So  that  the  the  common  effect  of  poetry,  not  bt 

pleasure  here  is  c<Mnpounded  of  the  softness  of  raising  ideas  of  things. 
the  transmitted  and  the  evenness  of  the  reflected 

light.    This  pleasure  may  be  heightened  by  The  common  notion  of  the  power  of  poetry 

the  coounon  principles  in  other  things,  if  the  and  eloquence,  as  well  as  that  of  words  inordi- 

shape  of  the  glass  which  h(4ds  the  transpa-  nary  conversation,  is,  that  they  affect  the  mind 

rent  liquor  be  so  judiciously  varied,  as  to  pre-  by  raising  in  it  ideas  of  those  things  for  which 

sent  the  colour  gradually  and  interchangeably,  custom  has  appointed  them  to  stand.    To  exa- 

weakened  and  strengthened  with  all  the  variety  mine  the  truth  of  this  notion,  it  may  be  requi- 

idkich  judgment  in  affairs  of  this  nature  shall  site  to  observe  that  words  may  be  divided  into 

soggesL    On  a  review  of  all  that  has  been  said  three  sorts.    The  first  are  such  as  represent 

of  the  eflS)cts,  as  well  as  the  causes  of  both,  it  many  simple  ideas  unUed  by  nature  to  form 

wiD  appear,  that  the  sublime  and  beautiful  are  some  one  determinate  composition,  as  man, 

built  on  princi{des  Tory  different,  and  that  their  horse,  tree,  castle,  &c.    These  I  call  aggrc 

affsctions  are  aa  different :  the  great  has  ter-  gate  wards.    The  second,  are  they  that  stand 

rour  for  its  basis ;  whidi,  wiien  it  is  modified,  for  one  simple  idea  of  such  compositions,  and 

eanses  that  emotion  in  the  mind,  which  I  have  no  more ;  as  red,  blue,  round,  square,  and  the 

caDed  astonishment ;  the  beautiful  is  founded  like.   These  I  call  ampU  abstract  words.    The 

on  mere  positiTO  fdeasure,  and  excites  in  the  third,  are  those,  which  are  formed  by  an  union, 
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•n  arhitrmy  taikm  of  both  the  olhera,  and  of  rise  to  them ;  yet  the  flound,  without  any 
the  TarioUB  relatioiB  between  them  in  greater  nexed  motioo,  oontinues  to  operate  as  befera 
or  lesser  degrees  of  complexity;  as  ?irtue,  ho- 
nour,  persuasion,  magistrate,  and    the  like.  — ^-^ 
These  I  call  compound  absbract  words.  Words, 

I  am  sensible,  are  capable  of  being  classed  into  SECTION  HI. 

more  curious  distinctions ;  but  these  seem  to  oekeral  words  before  ideas. 
be  natural,  and  enough  for  our  purpose ;  and 

they  are  disposed  in  that  order  in  which  they  Mr.  Locke  has  somewhere  obsenred,  with 

are  commonly  taught,  and  in  which  the  mind  his  usual  sagacity,  that  roost  general  wordi, 

gets  the  ideas  they  are  substituted  for.    I  shall  those  belonging  to  virtue  and  vice,  good  an! 

begin  with  the  third  sort  of  words  ;  corapoimd  evil,  especially,  are  taught  before  the  particular 

abstracts,  such  as  virtue,  honour,  persuasion,  modes  of  action  to  whicn  they  belong  are  pre- 

docility.    Of  these  T  am  convinced,  that  what-  sented  to  the  mind ;  and  with  them,  the  love 

ever  power  they  may  have  on  the  passions,  of  the  one,  and  the  abhorrence  of  the  other ; 

they  do  not  derive  it  firom  any  representation  for  the  minds  of  children  are  so  ductile,  that  a 

raised  in  the  mind  (^the  things  fcv  which  they  nurse,  or  any  person  about  a  child,  by  seeming 

stand.    As  compositiwis,  they    are  not  real  pleased  or  displeased  with  any  thing,  or  even"" 

essences,  and  hardly  cause,  I  think,  any  real  any  word,  may  give  the  disposition  of  the  diild 

ideas.    Nobody,  I  believe,  immediat^y  on  a  similar  turn.    When  afterwards,  the  several 

hearing  the  sounds,  virtue,  Uberty,  ot  honour,  occurrences  in  life  come  to  be  applied  to  these 

conceives  any  precise  notions  of  the  particular  words,  and  that  which  is  pleasant  often  appears 

modes  of  action  and  thinking,  together  with  the  under  the  name  of  evil;  and  what  is  disagree- 

mixt  and  simple  ideas,  and  the  several  relations  able  to  nature  is  called  good  and  virtuous ;  a 

of  them  for  which  these  words  are  substituted ;  strange  confusion  of  ideas  and  aflTections  arises 

neither  has  he  any  general  idea,  ocHnpotmded  in  the  minds  of  many ;  and  an  i^pearance  of 

of  them ;  for  if  he  had,  then  some  of  those  no  small  contradiction  between  their  notions 

particular  ones,  though  indistinct  perhaps,  and  and  their  actions.     There  are  many  ^o  love 

confused,  might  come  soon  to  be  perceived,  yirtue  and  who  detest  vice,  and  this  not  from 

But  this,  I  take  it,  is  hardly  ever  the  case,  hypocrisy  or  affectation,  who  notwithstanding 

For,  put  yourself  upon  analysing  <Mie  of  these  very  frequently  act  ill,  and  wickedly  in  particu- 

words,  and  you  must  reduce  it  from  one  set  cS  lars  without  the  least  remorse ;  becaose  these 

general  words  to  another,  and  then  into  the  particular  occasions  never  came   into  view, 

simple  abstracts  and  aggregates,  in  a  much  when  the  passions  on  the  side  of  virtue  were  so 

longer  series  than  may  be  at  first  imagined,  warmly  affected  by  certain  words  heated  ori- 

before  any  real  idea  emerges  to  light,  before  ginally  by  the  breath  of  others ;  and  for  this 

you  come  to  discover  any  thing  like  the  first  reason,  it  is  hard  to  repeat  certain  sets  of  words, 

principles  of  such  compositions ;  and  when  you  though  owned  by  themselves  unoperative,  with- 

have  made  such  a  discovery  of  the  original  out  being  in  some  degree  affected,  especially 

ideas,  the  effect  of  the  composition  is  utterly  if  a  warm  and  affecting  tone  of  voice  aocompa- 

lost    A  train  of  thinking  of  this  sort,  is  much  nies  them,  as  stippose, 

too  long  to  be  pursued  in  the  ordinary  ways  of  „^          „                               .        . 

conver«aion,  nor  is  it  at  aU  necessary  that  it  ^ise,  valiant,  generous,  good,  and  great 

shouM.    Such  words  are  in  reality  but  mere  These  words,  by  having  no  ap{dicatian,  ought 

soimds  ;  but  they  are  sounds  which  being  used  to  be  unoperative ;  but  when  words  commonly 

on  particular  occasions,  wherein  we  receive  sacred  to  great  occasions  are  used,  we  are 

some  good,  or  suffer  some  evil;  or  see  others  affected  by  them  even  without  the  oocasioDS. 

affected  with  good  or  evil ;  or  which  we  hear  When  words  whidi  have  been  generaHy  so 

applied  to  other  interesting  things  or  events ;  applied  are  put  together  without  any  rational 

and  being  applied  in  sudi  a  variety  of  cases,  view,  or  in  sudi  a  manner  that  they  do  not 

that  we  Imow  readily  by  habit  to  what  things  righdy  agree  with  each  other,  the  style  is  adled 

they  belong,  they  prmiuce  m  the  mind,  when-  bombast.    And  it  requires  in  several  cases 

ever  they  are  afterwards  mentioned,  effects  much  good  sense  and  experience  to  be  guarded 

similar  to  those  of  their  occasions.   The  sounds  against  the  force  of  su<^  language  ;  iat  wiMB 

being  often   used   without  reference  to  any  propriety  is  neglected,  a  greater  number  of  these 

particular  occasion,  and  carrying  still  their  first  affecting  worc^  may  be  taken  into  the  servioe, 

impressions,  they  at  last  utterly  lose  their  con-  and  a  greater  variety  may  be  indulged  in  com* 

■ectixHiwith  the  particular  occasions  that  gave  bining  ihem. 
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SECTION  IV.  paxticulars  to  generals,  from  things  to  words, 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  answer  the  purposes  of 

THE  EFFECT  OF  WORDS.  life  J  uoT  is  it  necossaiy  that  we  should. 

Ir  words  have  all  their  possible  extent  of  ^— — . 

povrer,  diree  eflfects  arise  in  the  nind  of  the 

Aearer.    The  first  is,  the  wumd ;  the  second,  SECTION  V. 

^  picture f  or  representaticm  c^the  thing  signi- 
fied by  the  sound ;  the  third  is,  the  qffhstion  of  examples  that  words  may  affect 
the  BCNiI  produced  by  one  or  by  both  of  the  fore-  without  raisiito  images. 
goii^.     Compounded  otntrcuA  words,  (^  whidi 

we  have  been  speaking,  (honour,  justice,  I  find  it  very  hard  to  persuade  several  that 
liberty,  and  the  I^e,)  produce  the  first  and  their  passions  are  affected  by  words  from 
the  last  of  diese  ^ects,  but  not  the  second,  whence  they  have  no  ideas;  and  yet  harder  to 
Swgjle  abttracUf  are  used  to  signify  some  one  convince  them,  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
simple  idea  veithout  mudi  adverting  to  others  conversation  we  are  sufficiently  understood 
whidi  may  chance  to  attend  it,  as  Wue,  green,  without  raising  any  images  of  the  things  con- 
hot,  cold,  and  the  like ;  these  are  capable  of  coming  which  we  speeJc.  It  seems  to  be  an 
affecting  all  three  of  the  purposes  of  words ;  as  odd  subject  of  dispute  with  any  man,  whether 
the  aggregaU  words,  man,  castle,  horse,  &c.  he  has  ideas  in  his  mind  or  not.  Of  this,  at 
are  in  a  yet  higher  degree.  But  I  am  of  opi-  first  view,  every  man  in  his  own  forum,  ou^t 
nion,  that  the  most  general  effect  even  of  these  to  judge  without  appeal.  But,  strange  as  it 
words,  does  not  arise  from  their  forming  pic-  may  appear,  we  are  of^en  at  a  loss  to  know 
turcs  of  the  several  things  they  would  repre-  what  ideas  we  have  of  things,  or  whether  we 
sent  in  the  imagination ;  because,  on  a  very  have  any  ideas  at  all  upon  some  subjects.  It 
dfligrait  examination  of  my  own  mind,  and  get-  even  requires  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  be 
ting  others  to  consider  theirs,  I  do  not  find  that  thoroughly  satisfied  on  this  head.  Since  I  wrote 
once  in  twmity  times  any  such  picture  is  formed,  these  papers,  I  found  two  very  striking  in- 
aod  whoi  it  is,  there  is  most  commonly  a  par-  stances  of  the  possibility  there  is,  that  a  man 
ticdar  eShri  of  the  imaginaticm  for  that  purpose,  may  hear  words  without  having  any  idea  of  the 
But  the  abrogate  words  operate,  as  I  said  d*  things  which  they  represent,  aiKi  yet  afterwards 
the  compound-abstracts,  not  by  presetting  any  be  capable  of  returning  them  to  others,  corn- 
image  to  the  mind,  but  by  having  from  use  bined  in  a  new  way,  and  with  great  propriety, 
the  same  efiect  cm  being  mentioned,  that  their  energy,  and  instruction.  The  first  instance  is 
original  has  when  it  is  seen.  Suppose  we  that  of  Mr.  Blacklock,  a  poet  blind  firom  his 
were  to  read  a  passage  to  this  efiect :  '<  The  birth.  Few  men  blessed  with  the  most  perfect 
river  Danube  rises  in  a  moist  and  mountainous  sight  can  describe  visual  objects  with  more 
soil  in  the  heart  of  Giermany,  where  winding  spirit  and  justness  than  this  blind  man ;  which 
to  and  fix>,  it  waters  several  principalities,  cannot  possibly  be  attributed  to  his  having  a 
until,  turning  into  Austria,  and  leaving  the  clearer  conception  of  the  things  he  describes 
walls  of  Vienna,  it  passes  into  Hungary;  there  than  is  commcn  to  other  persons.  Mr.  Spence, 
widi  a  vast  flood,  augmented  by  the  Saave  and  in  an  elegant  preface  which  he  has  written  to 
the  Drave,  it  quits  Christendom,  and  rolling  the  works  of  this  poet,  reasons  very  ingeni- 
tfaroogh  the  barbarous  countries  which  border  ously,  and,  I  imagine,  for  the  most  part,  veiy 
CD  Tartary,  it  enters  by  many  mouths  in  the  rightly,  up(m  the  cause  of  this  extraordinary 
Mack  sea."  In  this  descripticm,  many  things  phaenomenon;  but  I  cannot  altogether  agree 
are  mentioned,  as  mountains,  rivers,  cities,  with  him,  that  some  improprieties  in  language 
the  sea,  &c.  But  let  any  body  examine  him-  and  thought,  which  occur  in  these  poems,  have 
self,  and  see  whether  he  has  had  impressed  on  arisen  from  the  blind  poet's  impeiiect  concep- 
bis  imagination  any  pictures  of  a  river,  moun-  tion  of  visual  objects,  since  such  improprieties, 
tain,  watery  soil,  Germany,  &c.  Indeed,  it  is  and  much  greater,  may  be  found  in  writers  even 
in^KMsible,  in  d»e  rapidity  and  quick  sucoes-  of  an  higher  class  than  Mr.  Blacklock,  and  who 
sion  of  words  in  conversation,  to  have  ideas  notwithstanding  possessed  the  faculty  of  seeing 
both  of  the  sound  of  the  word,  and  of  the  thing  in  its  fiiU  perfection.  Here  is  a  poet  doubtless 
represented ;  be&odes,  some  words,  expressing  as  much  affected  by  his  own  descriptions,  as 
feij  essences,  are  so  mixed  with  others  of  a  any  that  reads  them  can  be ;  and  yet  he  is  af- 
geneial  and  nominal  import,  that  it  is  imprao-  fected  with  this  strong  enthusiasm  by  things  of 
ticaUe  to  jump  firom  sense  to  thought,  fixHn  which  he  neither  has,  nor  can  possiblv  have 
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any  idea  further  than  that  of  a  bare  sound :  and  and  surely  the  man  who  says  next  summer ^  has 
why  may  not  those  who  read  his  works  be  af>  no  images  of  such  a  succession,  and  sudi  an 
fected  in  the  same  manner  that  he  was ;  with  exclusion.  In  short  it  is  not  only  of  those  ideas' 
as  little  of  any  real  ideas  of  the  things  de-  which  are  commonly  called  al^stract,  and  of 
scribed?  The  second  instance  is  of  Mr.  Saun-  which  no  image  at  sJl  can  be  foriaedf  but  even 
derson,  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  univer-  of  particular  real  beings,  that  we  converse 
sity  of  Cambridge.  This  learned  man  had  without  having  any  idea  (^  them  excited  in  the 
acquired  great  Imowledge  in  natural  philoso-  imaginaticm ;  as  will  certainly  appear  on  a 
phy ,  in  astronomy,  and  whatever  sciences  de-  diligent  examinati(xi  of  our  own  minds.  Indeed, 
pend  upon  mathematical  skill.  What  was  the  so  little  does  poetry  depend  for  its  effect  (m  the 
most  extraordinary  and  the  most  to  my  pur-  power  of  raising  sensible  images,  that  I  am 
pose,  he  gave  excellent  lectures  upon  light  and  convinced  it  would  lose  a  very  considerable 
colours  ;  and  this  man  tau^t  others  the  theory  part  of  its  energy  if  this  were  the  necessary 
fjf  those  ideas  which  they  had,  and  which  he  result  of  all  description.  Because  that  union 
himself  undoubtedly  had  not.  But  it  is  proba-  of  affecting  words,  which  is  the  most  poweifid 
ble  that  the  words  red,  blue,  green,  answered  of  all  poetical  instruments,  would  frequently 
to  him  as  well  as  the  ideas  of  the  colours  them-  lose  its  force  along  with  its  propriety  and  coo- 
selves  ;  for  the  ideas  of  greater  or  lesser  de-  sistency,  if  the  sensible  images  were  always 
grees  of  refrangibility  being  applied  to  these  excited.  There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  whde 
words,  and  the  blind  man  being  instructed  in  Eneid  a  more  grand  and  laboured  passage  than 
what  other  respects  they  were  found  to  agree  the  descriptimi  of  Vulcan's  cavern  in  Etna, 
or  to  disagree,  it  was  as  easy  for  him  to  reason  and  the  works  that  are  there  carried  <m.  Virgil 
upon  the  words,  as  if  he  had  been  fully  master  dwells  particularly  on  the  formation  of  the  thun- 
of  the  ideas.  Indeed  it  must  be  owned  he  der,  which  he  describes  unfinished  under  the 
could  make  no  new  discoveries  in  the  way  of  hammers  of  the  Cyclops.  But  what  are  the 
experiment.  He  did  nothing  but  what  we  do  principles  of  this  extraordinary  composition? 
every  day  in  common  discourse.      When  I 

wrote  this  last  sentence,  and  used  the  words  fl!? J™^^'^  torti  radios,  tres  nubis  aquosae 

-.w«*.  A^.  »«j    ^».«.^  Mm.^^^^    T  k«j  «^  Addiderant ;  rutili  tres  ignis  et  alitis  austri : 

every  dc^  and  common  discourse,  I  had  no  Fulgoresnuncterrificos,8onitumque,  metumque 

unages  m  my  mmd  of  any  succession  of  time ;  Miscebant  operi,  flammisque  sequacibus  irae. 
nor  of  men  in  conference  with  each  other ;  nor 

do  I  imagine  that  the  reader  will  have  any  such  This  seems  to  me  admirably  sublime ;  yet  if 
ideas  on  reading  it.    Neither  when  I  spoke  of  we  attend  coolly  to  the  kind  c^  sensible  images 
red,  or  blue  and  green,  as  well  as  refrangibility,  which  a  combination  of  ideas  of  this  scHt  must 
had  I  these  several  colours,  or  the  rays  of  light  form,  the  chimeras  of  madmen  cannot  appear 
passing  into  a  different  medium,  and  there  di-  more  wild  and  absurd  than  such  a  picture, 
verted  from  their  course,  painted  before  me  in  *^  Three  rays  of  twisted  showers^  three  of  watery 
the  way  of  images.    I  know  very  well  that  the  doudsy   three  of  fire,  and  three  of  the  winged 
mind  possesses  a  faculty  of  raising  such  images  south  voind ;  then  mixed  they  in  the  work  terrific 
at  pleasure ;  but  then  an  act  of  the  will  is  neces-  lightnings,  and  sound  and  fear,  and  anger,  with 
sary  to  this  ;  and  in  ordinary  conversation  or  pursuing  Jiames."    This  strange  composition 
reading  it  is  very  rarely  that  any  image  at  all  is  formed  into  a  gross  body ;  it  is  hammered 
is  excited  in  the  mind.    If  I  say  "I  shall  go  to  by  the  Cyclops,   it  is  in  part  polished,  and 
Italy  next  summer,"    I  am  well  understood,  partly  continues  rough.    The  truth  is,  if  poetry 
Yet  I  believe  nobody  has  by  this  painted  in  his  gives  us  a  noble  assemblage  of  words  corre- 
imagination  the  exact  figure  of  the  speaker  spending  to  many  noble  ideas,  which  are  con- 
passing  by  land  or  by  water,  or  both ;  some-  nected  by  circumstances  of  time  or  place,  or 
times  on  horseback,  sometimes  in  a  carriage;  related  to  each  other  as  cause  and  effect,  or 
with  all  the  particulars  of  the  journey.    Still  associated  in  any  natural  way,  they  may  be 
less  has  he  any  idea  of  Italy  the  country  to  moulded  together  in  any  form,  and  perfectly 
which  I  proposed  to  go ;  or  of  the  greenness  of  answer  their  end.     The  picturesque  conneo- 
the  fields,  the  ripening  of  the  fixiits,  and  the  tion   is  not  demanded ;  because  no  real  pic- 
warmth  of  the  air,  with  the  change  to  this  from  ture  is  formed;  nor  is  the  effect  of  the  de- 
a  different  seascxa,  which  are  the  ideas  for  scription  at  all  the  less  upon  this  account 
which  the  word  summer  is  substituted;  but  What  is  said  of  Helen  by  Priam  and  the  old 
least  of  all  has  he  any  image  firom  the  word  men  rf  his  council,  is  generally  thought  to 
neflrt;  for  this  word  stands  fi>r  the  idea  of  many  give  us  the  highest  possiUe  idea  of  that  fatal 
women,  with  the  exclusion  <^  all  but  one:  beauty. 
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0»  M/uns  Tfmms  tat  euKvtintSas  A%arov(, 
Ttff  ^  mfL^  Y^vaiKi  xoXvv  xpoivov  aXyca  Tcav- 

kami  S*  a^avarotei  ^stis  eis  tava  eoiKiv. 

They  cry'd,  no  wonder  such  celestial  oh  arms 
For  nine  Jong  years  have  set  the  world  fn  arms ; 
What  winning  graces !  what  majestic  mien  ! 
She  moTes  a  goddess,  and  she  looks  a  queen. 

^«  POPB. 

Here  18  not  <»e  word  said  of  the  particulars  of 
her  beau^;  nothing  which  can  in  the  least 
hdp  OB  to  any  predae  idea  of  her  perscm ;  but 
yet  we  are  mudi  more  touched  by  this  manner 
of  nentiooing  her  than  by  those  long  and 
Uboored  descriptions  of  Helen,  whether  handed 
down  fay  tradition,  <h:  formed  by  fancy,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  in  some  authors.  I  am  sure 
it  affects  me  mudi  more  than  the  minute  de- 
KripCioD  which  Spenser  has  given  of  Belphebe ; 
(hoQgh  I  own  that  there  are  parts  in  that 
descriptioo,  as  there  are  in  all  the  descriptions 
of  that  excellent  writer,  extremely  fine  and 
poeticaL  The  terrible  picture  which  Lucre- 
tins  has  drawn  of  religion,  in  order  to  display 
die  magnanimity  of  his  philosophical  hero  in 
ofiposing  her,  is  thou^t  to  be  designed  with 
great  bcrfdness  and  spirit : 

Humana  ante  oculos  foede  com  vita  jaceret, 
hi  terrls,  oppressa  gravi  sub  religione, 
Qua  caput  e  coeli  reglonibus  ostendebat 
Horribili  super  aspectu  mortalibus  instans ; 
Primus  Oraiua  homo  mortales  tollere  contra 
£flt  oculos  ausus. 

What  idea  do  you  derive  from  so  excellent  a 
pictve?  none  at  all,  most  certainly;  neither 
has  the  poet  said  a  single  word  which  might  in 
die  least  serve  to  mark  a  single  limb  or  feature 
of  the  phantom,  i^ich  he  intended  to  represent 
in  aQ  the  horroura  imagination  can  conceive. 
In  reality  poetry  and  riietcuric  do  not  succeed  in 
exact  description  so  weU  as  painting  does; 
dieir  business  is,  to  affect  rather  by  sympathy 
^  imitatiao ;  to  display  rather  the^  effect 
(/  diings  on  the  mind  of  the  speaker,  or  of 
odien,  than  to  present  a  clear  idea  of  the 
This  is  their  most  exten- 


lingua.  There  it  is  strictly  imitation ;  and  aU 
merely  dramatic  poetry  is  of  this  sort.  But 
descriptive  poetry  operates  chiefly  by  substitu^ 
tion;  by  means  of  sounds,  which  by  custom 
have  the  effect  of  realities.  Nothing  is  an 
imitation  further  than  as  it  resembles  some 
other  thing;  and  words  undoubtedly  have  no 
sort  of  resemblance  to  the  ideas  for  which  they 
stand. 


Bve  province,  and  that  in  which  they  succeed 
the  best 


SECTION  VI. 

^OBTRT  HOT  mUCTI.r  AH  IMITATIVE  ART. 

HiircH  we  may  obsore  that  poetry,  taken 
>B  ill  most  general  senBO,  cannot  with  strict 
propriety  be  called  an  art  of  imitation.  It  is 
bM  an  imitation  to  fiv  as  it  describes  the 
— wwaindpassiopg  of  men  which  their  wcHtis 
^  opreas ;  wfaor«  amms  mofitf  {^%r<  tnlerprete 


SECTION  VII. 

HOW  WORDS  INFLUENCE  THE  PASSIONS. 

Now,  as  words  affect,  not  by  any  original 
power,  but  by  representation,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed, that  their  influence  over  the  passions 
should  be  but  light ;  yet  it  is  quite  otherwise ; 
for  we  find  by  experience,  that  eloquence  and 
poetry  are  as  capable,  nay  indeed  much  more 
capable,  of  making  deep  and  lively  impressions 
than  any  other  arts,  and  even  than  nature  itself 
in  very  many  cases.    And  this  arises  chiefly 
fi-om  these  tluree  causes.    First,  that  we  take 
an  extraordinary  part  in  the  passions  of  others, 
and  that  we  are  easily  affected  and  brought  into 
sympathy  by  any  tokens  which  are  shewn  of 
them;  and  diere  are  no  tdcens  which  can  ex- 
press aU  the  circumstances  of  most  passions  so 
fully  as  words;  so  that  if  a  person  speaks  upon 
any  subject,  he  can  not  only  convey  the  subject 
to  you,  but  likewise  the  manner  in  which  he 
is  himself  affected  by  it.    Certain  it  is,  that 
the  influence  of  most  things  on  our  passions  is 
not  so  much  from  the  things  themselves,  as 
fi'om  our  opinions  concerning  them ;  and  these 
again  depend  very  much  on  the  opinions  of 
other  men,  conveyable  for  the  most  part  by 
words  only.    Secondly,  there  are  many  things 
of  a  very  aflecting  nature,  which  can  seldom 
occur  in  the  reality,  but  the  words  which  repre- 
sent them  oflen  do;   and  thus  they  have  an 
oppcHtunity  of  making  a  deep  impression  and 
taking  root  in  the  mind,  whilst  the  idea  of  the 
reality  was  transient;  and  to  some  perhaps 
never  really  occurred  in  any  shape,  to  whom 
it  is  notwithstanding  very  affecting,  as  war, 
death,  famine,  &c.    Besides  many  ideas  have 
never  been  at  all  presented  to  the  senses  of 
any  men  but  by  words,  as  God,  angels,  devils, 
heaven,  and  hell,  all  of  which  have  however  a 
great  influence  over  the  passions.    Thirdly,  by 
words  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  such 
condnnaHans  as  we  cannot  possibly  do  other- 
wise.    By  this  power  of  combining  we  are 
able,  by  the  addition  of  well  chosen  circum- 
stances, to  give  a  new  life  and  force  to  the  sim- 
ple object    In  painting  we  may  represent  any 
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fine  figure  we  please ;  but  wo  never  can  give  it  words,  which  being  peculiariy  devoted  to  p 

those  enlivening  touches  which  it  may  receive  sionate  subjects,  and  always  used  by  th( 

from  words.    To  represent  an  angel  in  a  pic-  who  are  under  the  influence  of  any  passi 

ture,  you  can  only  draw  a  beautiful  young  man  touch  and  move  us  more  tlian  those  which 

winged :  but  what  painting  can  furnish  out  any  more  clearly  and  distinctly  express  the  subjo^ 

thing  so  grand  as  tlie  addition  of  one  word, "  the  matter.  We  yield  to  sympathy  what  we  refu« 

angel  of  the  Ijard?''  It  is  true,  I  have  here  to  descripUon.  The  truth  is,  all  verbal  descrip 

no  clear  idea ;  but  these  words  affect  the  mind  tion,  merely  as  naked  description,  though  neve 

more  than  the  sensible  image  did ;  which  is  all  so  exact,  conveys  so  poor  and  insufficient  an 

I  contend  for.    A  picliu-e  of  Priam  dragged  to  idea  of   the  thing  described,  that    it   could 

the  altar's  foot,  and  tliere  murdered,  if  it  were  scarcely  have  the  smallest  effect,  if  the  speaker 

well    executed,   would    undoubte<lly  bo  very  did  not  call  in  to  his  aid  those  modes  of  speech 

moving;  but  there  arc  very  aggravating  cir-  that  mark  a  strong  and  lively  feeling  in  him- 

cumstances,  which  it  could  never  represent :  self.    Then,  by  the  contagion  of  our  passiooi, 

Sanguine fffldantem 7uc*5  ipse sacrflpfmrlgnes.  we  catch  a  fire  ah-eady  kindled  in  another, 

^    ,      .  ,  .,      1        1-  which  probably  might  never  have  been  struck 

As  a  further  mstanco,  let  us  consider  Uiose  lines  ^^  ,     ^  ^^  described.  Words,  by  strong. 

ofMUton,  where  he  describes  the  travels  of  the  ,     conveying  the  passions,  by  those  meant 

faUen  angels  through  their  dismal  habitation  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  mentioned,  fully  com. 

0»er  many  a  dark  and  dreary  vale  pensate  for  their  weakness  in  other  respects. 

They  pasa'd,  and  many  a  regioa  dolorous ;  j^  ^  observed,  that  very  polished  laih 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp ;  •'        ,       ,        '  •     j  r     ^u  • 

Rocks,  cavcd,    lakes,  fens,  bogs,  dens,  and  guages,  and  such  as  are  praised  for  their  supo- 

shades  of  death,  riour  clearness  and  perspicuity,  are  genera^/ 

A  universe  of  death. deficient  in  strength.    The  French  languafB 

Here  is  displayed  the  force  of  union  in  has  that  perfection  and  that  defect.    Wherew 

Rock8,caves,lakea,den8,  bogs,  fen8,and  shades;  *«  ^"^"^  ^S"*^'  ?°^  "»  gf"«f«l  *«  ^ 

guages  of  most  unpolished  people,  nave  a  grett 

which  yet  would  lose  the  greatest  part  of  their  force  and  energy  of  expression ;  and  this  is  but 

effect,  if  they  were  not  the  natural.    Uncultivated  people  are  but  ordinaiy 

Rocks,   caves,  lakes,  dens,  bogs,  fens,   and  observers  of  things,  and  not  critical  in  distin- 

Bhades —  guishing  them ;  but,  for  that  reason,  they  admin 

"~~~"  °      ***    ■  more,  amd  are  more  affected  with  what  they  see, 

This  idea  or  this  affection  caused  by  a  word,  and  therefore  express  themselves  in  a  warmer 

which  nothing  but  a  word  could  annex  to  the  and  more  passionate  manner.    If  the  afiectiflB 

others,  raises  a  very  great  degree  of  the  sub-  be  well  conveyed,  it  will  work  its  effect  without 

lime  ;  and  tliis  sublime  is  raised  yet  higher  by  any  clear  idea ;  often  without  any  idea  at  aU  of 

what  follows,  a  '*  univerae  of  Ijiieath.''*    Here  the  thing  which  has  originally  given  rise  to  it 

are  again  two  ideas  not  presentable  but  by  Ian-         It  might  bo  expected  firom  the  fertility  of  did 

guage ;  and  an  union  of  them  great  and  ama-  subject,  that  I  should  consider  poetry  as  it 

zing  beyond  conception ;  if  they  may  properly  regards  the  sublime  and  beautdul,  more  at 

be  called  ideas  which  present  no  distinct  image  large ;   but  it  must  be  observed  that  in  thii 

to  the  mind  : — but  still  it  will  be  difficult  to  light  it  has  been  often  and  well  handled  alrea^. 

conceive  how  words  can  move  the  passicms  It  was  not  my  design  to  enter  into  the  criticiaai 

which  belong  to  real  objects,  without  represent-  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful  in  any  art,  but  to 

ing  these  objects  clearly.     This  is  difficult  to  attempt  to  lay  down  such  principles  as  may 

us,  because  we  do  not  sufficiently  distinguish,  tend  to  ascertain,  to  distinguish,  and  to  form  t 

in  our  observations  upon  language,  between  a  sort  of  standard  for  them ;   which  purposes  I 

clear  expression,    and  a   strcMig    expression,  thought  might  be  best  effected  by  an  inquiry 

These  are  frequenUy  confounded  with   each  into  the  properties  of  such  things  in  nature,  as 

other,  though  they  are  in  reality  extremely  dif-  raise  love  and  astonishment  in  us ;    and  by 

ferent.    The  former  regards  the  understanding ;  shewing  in  what  manner  they  operated  to  pro- 

the  latter  belongs  to  the  passions.    The  one  duco  these  passions.    Words  were  only  so  fiir 

describes  a  thing  as  it  is ;  the  latter  describes  to  be  considered,  as  to  shew  upon  what  prinei- 

it  as  it  is  felt.    Now,  as  there  is  a  moving  pie  they  were  capable  of  being  the  r^Mweata- 

tone  of  voice,  an  impassioned  countenance,  an  tives  of  these  natural  things,  and  by  yibtX 

agitated  gesture,  which  affect  independently  of  powers  they  were  ablo  to  affect  us  ofteo  90 

the  things  about  which  they  are  exerted,  so  strongly  as   the    things  they  represeoti  aid 

there  are  words,  and  certain  dispositicms  of  sometimes  much  more  strongly. 
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1766. 


The  late  administratian  came  into  employ-  posed  and  encouraged  public  meetings  and  free 

meat,  under  the  mediation  of  the  Duke  of  consultations  of  merchants  from  all  parts  of  the 

Cmnberlandyonthetenthdayof  July  1765;  and  kingdom;   by  which  means  the  truest  lights 

was  rerooved,  upon  a  plan  settled  by  the  Earl  have  been  received;  great  benefits  have  been 

of  Chatham,  on  the  thirtieth  day  </  July  1766,  already  derived  to  manufactures  and  com- 

haTing  lasted  just  one  year  and  twenty  days.  merce ;  and  the  most  extensive  prospects  are 

In  that  space  of  time  opened  for  further  improvement. 

The  distractions  of  the  British  empire  were  Under  them,  the  interests  of  our  northern 

coo^posed,  by  the  repeal  of  the  American  stamp  and  southern  colonies,  before  that  time  jarring 

«<;  and  dissonant,  were  understood,   compared. 

But  the  constitutional  superiority  of  Grreat  adjusted,  and  perfectly  reconciled.  The  pas- 
Britain  was  preserved,  by  the  aidtfar  securing  sions  and  animosities  of  the  colonies,  by  judi- 
^  dependence  of  the  cohniee.  cious  and  lenient  measures,  were  allayed  and 

Private  houses  were  relieved  from  the  juris-  composed,  and  the  foundation  laid  for  a  lasting 

diction  of  the  excise,  by  the  repeal  of  the  cyders  agreement  among  them. 

tat.  Whilst  that  administration  provided  for  the 

The  personal  liberty  of  the  subject  was  con-  liberty  and  commerce  of  their  country,  as  the 

6naed^ihere$Uution  against  generaltoarrants.  true  basis  of  its  power,  they  consulted  its  inte- 

The  lawful  secrets  of  business  and  friend-  rests,  they  asserted  its  honour  abroad,  with 

Aip  were  rendered  invidable,  by  the  reaobttion  temper    and  with   firmness ;    by  making  an 

far  eendemmng  the  seizure  of  papers.  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia ; 

The  trade  of  America  was  set  free  from  by  obtaining  a  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills, 

injodicious  and  ruinous  impositions — its  reve-  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  proprietors ;  by  revi- 

noe  was  improved,  and  settled  upon  a  rational  ving  and  raising  from  its  ashes  the  negotiation 

finndatioiH^its  commerce  extended  with  fo-  for  the  Manilla  ransom,  which  had  been  extin- 

reign  countries ;  while  all  the  advantages  were  guished  and  abandoned  by  their  predecessors, 

■ecored  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  act  for  repealf  They  treated  their  sovereign  with  decency ; 

Mf  certain  dutteSj  and  ernxmragingi  regulatingf  with  reverence.     They  discountenanced,  and, 

ad  securing  the  trade  of  this  kingdom j  and  the  it  is  hoped,  for  ever  abolished,  the  dangerous 

Brituh  dominions  in  America.  and  unconstitutional  practice  of  removing  mili- 

Materials  were  provided  and  insured  to  our  tary  officers  for  their  votes  in  parliament.  They 

ntoufactures— 4he  sale  of  these  manufactures  firmly  adhered  to  those  friends  of  liberty,  who 

*u  increased— the  African  trade  preserved  had  run  all  hazards  in  its  cause,  and  provided 

•od  extended — the  principles  of  the  act  of  for  them  in  preference  to  every  other  claim, 

■nigation  pursued,  and  the  plan  improved —  With  the  Earl  of  Bute  they  had  no  personal 

lod  die  trade  for  bullion  rendered  free,  secure,  ccmnection ;    no  correspondence  of  councils, 

lod  pmnanent,  l^  the  act  for  opening  certain  They  neither  courted  him  nor  persecuted  him. 

porfi  m  Domimoa  and  Jamaica.  They  practised  no  corruption ;  nor  were  they 

That  administration  was  the  first  which  pro-  even  suspected  of  it.    They  sold  no  offiees^ 
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They  obtained  no  reversions  or  pensions,  cither  ing,  nor  heightened  by  the  colouring  dl 

coming  in  or  going  out,  for  themselves,  their  quence.    They  are  the  services  of  a  siDf^; 

families,  or  their  dependents.  The  removal  of  that  administratioi 

In  the  prosecution  of  their  measures  they  power,  is  not  to  them  premature;  since 

were  traversed  by  an  o{^>osition  <^  a  new  and  were  in  oflice  long  enough  to  accompliAi 

singular  character ;  an  opposition  of  place-  plans  of  public  utility ;    and,  by  their  p 

men  and  pensioners.    They  were  supported  verance   and   rescdution,   rendered   dw 

by  the  ccmfidence  of  the  nation.    And  having  smooth  and  easy  to  their  successors ;  h 

held  their  offices  under  many  difficulties  and  lefl  their  king  and  their  country  in  a  l 

discouragements,  ihey  left  them  at  the  express  better  conditi(Hi  than  they  found  then, 

command,  as  they  had  accepted  them  at  the  the  temper  they  manifest,  they  seem  to 

earnest  request,  of  their  royal  master.  now  no  other  wish,  than  that  their  sucee 

These  are  plain  facts ;  of  a  clear  and  public  may  do  the  public  as  real  and  as  Mikfi 

n&ture ;  neither  extended  by  elaborate  reason-  vice  as  they  have  dcme. 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  A  LATE  PUBLICATION,  INTITULED,  "THE  PRESENT 

STATE  OF  THE  NATION." 


"  O  Tite,  si  quid  ego  adjuvero  curamve  levasso, 
Q,uaB  nunc  te  coquit,  et  versat  sub  pectore  fixa, 
Ecquid  erit  pretii  ?"  £nn.  ap.  Cio. 

1769. 


Party  divisions,  whether  oa  the  whole  ope-  of  politics,  a  continuat    fire  has  been  kept 
rating  for  good  or  evil,  are  things  inseparable  upon  them ;    sometimes  from   the  unwieldly 
from  free  government.    This  is  a  truth  which,  column  of  quartos    and  octavos ;  sometimes 
I  believe,  admits  little  dispute,  having  been  fi'om  the  light  squadrons  of  occasional  pam- 
estaUished  by  the  uniform  experience  of  all  phlets  and  flying  sheets.    Every  month  has 
&ges.    The  part  a  good  citizen  ought  to  take  brought  on  its  periodical  calumny.   The  abuse 
io  these  divisions,  has  been  a  matter  of  much  has  taken  every  shape  which  the  ability  of  the 
deeper  controversy.    But  God  forbid,  that  any  writers  could  give  it ;  plain  invective,  clumsy 
coQtroversy  relating  to  our  essential  morals  raillery,  misrepresented  anecdote.*    Nome- 
should  admit  of  no  decision.      It  appears  to  thod  of  vilifying  the  measures,  the   abilities, 
me,  that  this  question,  like  most  of  the  others  the  intentions,  or  the  persons  which  compose 
which  regard  our  duties  in  life,  is  to  be  deter-  that  body,  has  been  omitted. 
mined  by  our  station  in  it.    Private  men  may        On  their  part  nothing  was  opposed  but  pa- 
he  wholly  neutral,  and  entirely  innocent ;  but  tience  and  character.    It  was  a  matter  of  the 
they  who  are  legally  invested  with  public  trust,  most  serious  and  indignant  affliction  to  persons, 
or  stand  on  the  high  ground  of  rank  and  dig-  who  thought  themselves  in  ccmscience  bound  to 
nity,  which  is  trust  implied,  can  hardly  in  any  oppose  a  ministry,  dangerous  from  its  very 
case  remain  indifferent,  without  the  certainly  constitution,  as  well  as  its  measures,  to  find 
of  sinking  into  insignificance ;  and  thereby  in  themselves,  whenever  they  faced  their  adver- . 
effect  deserting  that  post  in  which,  with  the  saries,  continually  attacked  on  the  rear  by  a 
Mlest  authority,  and  for  the  wisest  purposes,  set  of  men  who  pretended  to  be  actuated  by 
ihe  laws  and  institutions  of  their  coimtry  have  motives  similar  to  theirs.    They  saw  that  the 
fixed  them.    However,  if  it  be  the  office  of  plan  long  pursued  with  but  too  fatal  a  success, 
^^  who  are  thus  circumstanced,  to  take  a  was  to  break  the  strength  of  this  kingdom ;  by 
decided  part,  it  is  no  less  their  duty  that  it  firittering  down  the  bodies  which  compose  it ; 
^^iouid  be  a  sober  one.    It  ought  to  be  circimi-  by  fomenting  bitter  and  sanguinary  animosi- 
Krihed  by  the  same  laws  of  decorum,  and  ties,  and  by  dissolving  every  tie  of  social  aifeo- 
"^Janced  by  the  same  temper,  which  bound  tion  and  public  trust.    These  virtuous  men, 
^  regulate  all  the  virtues.    In  a  word,  we  such  I  am  warranted  by  public  opinion  to  call 
^t  to  act  in  party  with  all  the  moderaticm  them,  were  resolved  rather  to  endure  every 
^icb  does  not  absidutely  enervate  that  vigour,  thing,  than  co-operate  in  that  design.    A  di- 
^  quench  that  fervency  of  spirit,  without  versity  of  opinicm  upon  almost  every  principle 
^>ch  the  best  wishes  for  the  public  good  must  of  politics  had  indeed  drawn  a  strong  line  of 
^'iporate  in  empty  speculaticHi.  separaticm   between  them  and   some  others. 
It  is  {HX)bably  from  some  such  motives  that  However,  they  were  desirous  not  to  extend  the 
^J^  "^  f  very  respectable  party  in  this        ^  ^  ^^^^^  Minority.    History  of  the  Re- 
*"»g'«>m  have  been  hitherto  silent.    For  these     pg^i  of  the  Stamp- Act.  Considerations  on  Trade 
^^0  years  past,  firom  one  and  the  same  quarter     and  Finance.  Political  Register,  &c.  kc. 
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misfortune   by  unnecessary  bitterness  ;    they     mons  is  swept  into  this  grand  reservoir  of  po- 
wished  to  prevent  a  difference  of  opinion  on     litics. 

the  commonwealth  from  festering  into  ranco-         As  to  the  composition,  it  bears  a  striking 
rous  and  incurable  hostility.   Accordingly  they     and  whinuical  resemblance  to  a  funeral  8e^ 
endeavoured  that  all  past  controversies  should     mon,  not  only   in  the    pathetic  prayer  with 
be  forgotten ;    and  that   enough  for    the  day     which  it  ccmcludes,  but  in  the  style  and  tenouf 
should  be  the  evil  thereof.    There  is  however     of  the  whole  performance.     It  ispiteouslydole* 
a  limit  at  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  a     ful,  nodding  every  now  and  then  towards  dolr 
virtue.  Men  may  tolerate  injuries,  whilst  they     ness;  well  stored  with  pious  frauds,  and,  like 
are  only  personal  to  themselves.    But  it  is  not     most  discourses  of  the  sort,  much  better  caku- 
the  first  of  virtues  to  bear  with  moderation  the     lated  for  the  private  advantage  of  the  preacha 
indignities  that  are  offered  to  our  country.    A     than  the  edification  of  the  hearers, 
piece  has  at  length  appeared,  from  the  quarter         The  author  has  indeed  so  involved  his  sub- 
of  all  the  former  attacks,  which  upon  every     ject,  that  it  is  frequently  far  from  being  easy 
public    consideration    demands    an    answer,     to  comprehend  his  meaning.     It  is  happy  for 
Whilst  persons  more  equal  to  this  business     the  public  that  it  is  never  difficult  to  fathOTahis      | 
may  be  engaged  in  affairs  of  greater  moment,  I     design.     The  apparent  intention  of  this  author      j 
hope  I  shall  be  excused,  if,  in  a  few  hours  of  a     is  to  draw  the  most  aggravated,  hideous,  and      j 
time  not  very  important,  and  from  such  mate-  deformed  picture  of  the  state  of  this  country, 
rials  as  I  have  by  me,  (more  than  enough  how-     which  his  querelous  eloquence,  aided  by  the 
ever  for  this  purpose,)  I  undertake  to  set  the     arbitrary  dominion  he  assumes  over&ct,  is  car 
facts  and  arguments  of  this  wonderful  perfor-     pable  of  exhibiting.    Had  he  attributed  our 
mance  in  a  proper  light.    I  will  endeavour  to  misfortunes  to  their  true  cause,  the  injudicious 
state  what  this  piece  is ;  the  purpose  for  which  tampering  of  bold,  improvident,  and  visionary 
I  take  it  to  have  been  written  ;  and  the  effects  ministers  at  one  period,  or  to  their  supine  neg- 
(supposing  it  should  have  any  effect  at  all)  it  ligence  and  traitorous  dissensions  at  another, 
must  necessarily  produce.  the  complaint  had  been  just,  and  might  have 
This  piece  is  called,  Thepresent  State  of  the  been  useful.     But  far  the  greater  and  much 
Nation.    It  maybe  considered  as  a  sort  of  the  worst  part  of  the  state  which  he  exhibits  is 
digest  of  the  avowed  maxims  of  a  certain  poll-  owing,  according  to  his  representati(»i,  not  to 
tical  school,  the  effects  of  whose  doctrines  and  accidental  and  extrinsic  mischiefs  attendant  on 
practices  this  countrywill  feel  long  and  severely,  the  nation,  but  to  its  radical  weakness  and 
It  is  made  up  of  a  farrago  of  almost  every  topic  constituti(Hial  distempers.    All  this  however  is 
which  has  been  agitated  in  parliamentary  de-  not  without  purpose.    The  author  is  in  h(^es, 
bate,  or  private  conversation,  on  national  affairs  that,  when  we  are  fallen  into  a  fanatical  ter- 
for  tfjese  last  seven  years.     The  oldest  contro-  rour  for  the  national  salvation,  we  shall  then 
versies  are  hauled  out  of  the  dust  with  which  be  ready  to  throw  ourselves,  in  a  swt  of  preci- 
time  and  neglect  had  covered  them.  Arguments  pitate  trust,  some  strange  disposition  of  the 
ten  times  repeated,  a  thousand  times  answered  mind  jumbled  up  trf"  presumption  and  despair, 
before,  are  here  repeated  again.    Public  ac-  into  the  hands  of  the  most  pretending  and  for- 
counts  formerly  printed  and  re-printed  revolve  ward  undertaker.   One  such  undertaker  at  least 
once  more,  and  find  their  old  station  in  this  he  has  in  readiness  for  our  service.    But  let 
sober  meridian.  All  the  common-place  lamen-  me  assure  this  generous  person,  that  however 
tations  upon  the  decay  of  trade,  the  increase  he  may  succeed  in  exciting  our  fears  for  the 
of  taxes,  and  the  high  price  of  labour  and  pro-  public  danger,  he  will  find  it  hard  indeed  to 
visions,  are  here  retailed  again  and  again  in  engage  us  to  place  any  ccxifidence  in  the  system 
tile  same  tone  with  which  3iey  have  drawled  he  proposes  for  our  security, 
through  columns  of  (Gazetteers  and  Adverti-         His  undertaking  is  great.     The  purpose  of 
sers  for  a  century  together.    Paradoxes  which  this  pamphlet,  and  at  which  it  aims  directly  or 
affront  conimon  sense,  and  uninteresting  barren  obliquely  in  every  page,  is  to  persuade  the  pub- 
truths    which    generate   no   conclusion,    are  lie  of  three  or  four  of  the  most  difficult  points 
thrown  in  to  augment  unwieldly  bulk,  without  in  the  world— that  all  the  advantages  of  the  late 
adding  any  thing  to  weight.    Because  two  ac-  war  were  on  the  part  of  the  Bourbon  alliance-,, 
cusations  are  better  than  one,  contradictions  that  the  peace  of  Paris  perfectly  consulted  the 
are  set  starmg  one  another  in  the  face,  without  dignity  and  interest  of  this  country ;  and  that 
even  an  attempt  to  reconcile  them.  And  to  give  the  American  stamp-act  was  a  master-piece  of 
the  whole  a  sort  of  portentous  air  of  labour  policy  and  finance ;  that  the  only  good  minister 
ana  information,  the  table  of  the  house  of  com-  this  nation  has  ei^ed  since  his  majes^s 
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teoannoD,  is  tiie  Earl  of  Bute ;  and  the  only     speculatioa  into  national  measures,  cannot  fiul 

COod  mamgen  of  reyenue  we  have  seen  are     of  hastening  and  completing  our  ruin. 

horiDespeoBor  and  Mr.  Oeorge  Gh^nviile  ;  This  author,  after  having  paid  his  complin 
9jad  under  the  description  (^men  of  virtue  and  ment  to  the  shewy  appearances  <^  the  late  war 
^ity,  he  holds  them  out  to  us  as  the  only  per-  in  our  favour,  is  in  the  utmost  haste  to  tell  you 
■008  fit  to  put  our  afiairs  in  order.  Let  not  the  that  these  appearances  werefaUacUnu,  that  they 
reader  mistake  me :  he  does  not  actually  name  were  no  more  than  an  imposition. — I  fear  I 
these  persons;  but,  having  highly  applauded  must  trouble  the  reader  with  a  pretty  long 
tfaeirconduct  in  all  its  parts,  and  heavily  cen-  quotation,  in  order  to  set  before  him  the  more 
sired  every  other  set  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  he  clearly  this  author's  peculiar  way  of  conceiv- 
then  reconmiends  us  to  his  men  of  virtue  and  ing  and  reasoning : 
ability.  '^Happily  (the  K.)  was  then  advised  by 

Such  is  the  author's  scheme.  Whether  it  ministers,  who  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be 
win  answer  his  purpose,  I  know  not  But  dazzled  by  the  glare  of  brilliant  appearances ; 
sorely  that  purpose  ought  to  be  a  wonderfully  but,  knowing  them  to  hefaUadouB,  they  wisely 
good  one,  to  warrant  the  methods  he  has  taken  resolved  to  profit  of  their  splendour  before  our 
to  compass  it.  If  the  facts  and  reasonings  in  enemies  should  also  discover  the  imposition. — 
tiiis  piece  are  admitted,  it  is  all  over  with  us.  The  increase  in  the  exports  was  found  to  have 
The  continuance  of  our  tranquillitjr  depends     been  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  demands  of  our 

apoo  die  compassion  of  our  rivals.    Unable  to  own  fleets  and  armies,  and,  instead  of  bringing 

lecureto  ourselves  the  advantages  of  peace,  we  wealth  to  the  nation,  was  to  be  paid  for  by  q>- 

ire  at  the  same  time  utterly  unfit  for  war.    It  pressive  taxes  upon  the  people  of  En^and. 

is  impossible,  if  this  state  of  things  be  credited  While  the  British  seamen  were  consuming  on 

abroad,  that  we  can  have  any  alliance ;  all  na-  board  our  men  of  war  and  privateers,  foreign 

tioQs  will  fly  from  so  dangerous  a  connection,  ships  and  foreign  seamen  were  employed  in 

lest,  instead  of  being  partakers  of  our  strength,  the  transportation  of  our  merchandize;    and 

they  should  only  become  sharers  in  our  ruin,  the  carrying  trade,  so  great  a  source  of  wealth 

If  it  is  believed  at  home,  all  that  firmness  of  and  marine,  was  entirdy  engrossed  by  the  new- 

ndnd,  and  dignified  national  courage,  which  trcd  nations.    The  number  of  British  ships 

used  to  be  the  great  support  of  this  isle  against  annually  arriving  in  our  ports  was  reduced  1756 

tbe  powers  of  the  world,  must  melt  away,  and  sail,  containing  92,559  tons,  on  a  medium  of 

&il  within  us.  the  six  years'  war,  compared  with  the  six  years 

In  such  a  state  of  things  can  it  be  amiss,  if  I  of  peace  preceding  it. — The  conquest  of  the 
aim  at  hoUing  out  some  comfort  to  the  nation  ;  Havannah  had,  indeed,  stopped  the  remittance 
another  sort  of  comfort  indeed,  than  that  which  of  specie  fi*om  Mexico  to  Spain ;  but  it  had 
this  writer  provides  for  it ;  a  comfort,  not  from  not  enabled  England  to  seize  it :  on  the  con- 
its  physician,  but  from  its  constitution ;  if  I  trary,  our  merchants  suffered  by  the  detention 
ittempt  to  shew  that  all  the  arguments  upon  of  the  galleons,  as  ^eir  correspondents  in  Spain 
which  he  founds  the  decay  of  that  constitution,  toere  c^sabled  from  paa/ing  them  far  their  goods 
*Dd  the  necessity  of  that  physician,  are  vain  sent  to  Arherica.  The  loss  of  the  trade  to  old 
sad  fiivolous  ?  1  will  fellow  the  author  closely  Spain  vms  a  farther  bar  to  an  inflxue  of  specie ; 
ifl  his  own  long  career,  through  the  war,  the  and  the  attempt  upon  Portugal  had  not  only 
peace,  flie  finances,  our  trade,  and  our  foreign  deprived  us  of  an  import  of  bullion  from  thence, 
politics :  not  for  the  sake  of  the  particular  but  the  payment  of  our  troops  employed  in  its 
measures  i^ich  he  discusses ;  that  can  be  of  defence  was  a  firesh  drain  opened  for  the  dimi- 
00  use ;  they  are  all  decided ;  their  good  is  all  nution  of  our  circulating  specie. — The  high 
enjoyed,  or  their  evil  incurred :  but  for  the  sake  premiums  given  for  new  loans  had  sunk  the 
of  die  principles  of  war,  peace,  trade,  and  price  of  the  oki  stock  near  a  third  (^  its  original 
finances.  These  principles  are  of  infinite  m(v  value,  so  that  the  purchasers  had  an  obligation 
ment.  Theymust  come  again  and  again  under  from  the  state  to  re-pay  them  with  an  addition 
consideration ;  and  it  imports  the  public,  of  all  of  33  per  cent,  to  their  capital.  Every  new 
ftings,  that  those  dP  its  ministers  be  enlarged,  loan  required  new  taxes  to  be  imposed ;  new 
ind  just,  and  well  confirmed,  up<Mi  all  these  taxes  must  add  to  the  price  of  our  manufactures 
subjects.  What  noticms  this  author  entertains,  and  lessen  their  consumption  amang  foreigners. 
we  shall  see  presently  ;  notions  in  my  opinion  The  decay  of  our  trade  must  necessarily  scsco- 
▼ery  irrational,  and  extremely  dangerous ;  and  mn  a  detrease  of  thepubUc  revenue ;  and  a  de- 
which,  if  they  should  crawl  €rom  pamphlets  ficiency  of  our  funds  must  either  be  made  up 
into  counsels,  and  be  realised  from  private  by  fi-esh  taxes,  which  wouW  only  add  to  li» 
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calaraity,  or  our  national  credit  must  be  de-  any,  even  the  most  essential  points,  since  vie* 
Btroyed,  by  shewing  the  public  creditors  the  tory  and  defeat,  though  by  different  ways, 
inability  of  the  nation  to  re-pay  them  their  equally  conduct  us  to  our  ruin  ?  Subjection 
fnincipal  money.— Bounties  had  already  been  to  France  without  a  struggle  will  indeed  be 
given  for  recruits  which  exceeded  the  year's  less  fi>r  our  honour,  but  on  every  principle  of 
wages  of  the  ploughman  and  reaper ;  sind  as  our  author  it  must  be  more  for  our  advantage, 
these  were  exhausted,  and  huhandry  stood  still  According  to  his  representation  <^  things,  die 
for  uxmt  of  homdsy  the  manufacturers  were  questi(m  is  (mly  concerning  the  most  easy  &11. 
next  to  be  tempted  to  quit  the  anvil  and  loom  France  had  not  discovered,  our  statesman  tells 
by  higher  offers. — Frcmce^  bankrupt  France^had  us,  at  the  end  of  that  war,  the  triumphs  of  de- 
no  stich  ealamides  impending  over  her ;  her  dia-  feat,  and  the  resources  which  are  derived  from 
tresses  were  great,  but  they  were  immediate  and  bankruptcy.  For  my  poor  part,  I  do  not  won- 
temparary ;  her  want  of  credit  preserved  her  from  der  at  their  blindness.  But  the  English  minis- 
a  great  increase  of  debt,  and  the  loss  of  her  tdtra-  ters  saw  further.  Our  author  has  at  length  let 
marine  dominions  lessened  her  expenses.  Her  foreigners  also  into  the  secret,  and  made  them 
colonies  fiad,  indeed,  pid  themselves  into  the  hcmds  altogether  as  wise  as  ourselves.  It  is  their 
of  the  English ;  but  the  property  of  her  subjects  own  fault  if  {vulgato  imperii  arcano)  they  are 
had  been  preserved  by  copitulaHons,  and  a  way  imposed  upon  any  longer.  They  now  are  ap- 
operiedfor  making  her  those  remittances,  which  prised  of  the  sentiments  which  the  great  can- 
the  war  had  before  suspended,  with  as  much  se-  didate  for  the  government  c^  this  great  empire 
curity  as  in  the  time  of  peace. — ^Her  armies  in  entertains ;  and  they  wiU  act  accordingly. 
Germany  had  been  hitherto  prevented  from  They  are  taught  our  weakness  and  their  own 
seizing  upon  Hanover  ;  but  they  continued  to  advantages. 

encamp  on  the  same  ground  on  which  the  first  He  tells  the  world,f  that  if  France  carries 
battle  was  fought ;  and,  as  it  must  ever  happen  on  the  war  against  us  in  Germany,  every  loss 
fh)m  the  policy  of  that  government,  the  last  she  sustains  contributes  to  the  achievement  of 
troops  she  sent  intothefidd  were  always  found  to  her  conquest.  If  her  armies  are  three  years 
be  the  best,  and  her  frequent  losses  only  served  to  unpaid,  she  is  the  less  exhausted  by  expense. 
jm  her  regiments  with  better  soldiers.  The  con-  If  her  credit  is  destroyed,  she  is  the  less  op- 
guest  of  Hanover  became  therefore  every  cam--  pressed  with  debt.  If  her  troops  are  cut  to 
paign  mare  probable.  It  is  not  to  be  noted,  that  pieces,  they  will  by  her  policy  (and  a  wonder- 
die  French  troops  received  subsistence  only,  ful  policy  it  is)  be  improved,  and  will  be  sup- 
fbr  the  last  three  years  of  the  war ;  and  that,  plied  with  much  better  men.  If  the  war  is 
although  large  arrears  were  due  to  them  at  its  carried  on  in  the  colonies,  he  tells  them  that 
conclusion,  the  charge  was  the  less  during  its  the  loss  of  her  ultramarine  dominions  lessens 
continuance.'' 'i'  her  e]q>enses,|  and  ensures  her  remittances : 

If  any  one  be  willing  to  see  to  how  much 
greater  lengths  the  author  carries  these  ideas.  Per  damna,  per  csdes,  ab  ipso 

he  will  recur  to  the  boc^.    This  is  sufficient  Ducit  opes  animumque  ferro. 

for  a  specimen  oi  his  manner  of  thinking.    I 

believe  one  reflection  uniformly  obtrudes  itself         If  so,  what  is  it  we  can  do  to  hurt  her? — it 

upon  every  reader  of  these  paragraphs.    For  will  be  all  tmimposxtum,vM  faUadous.    Why 

what  purpose  in  any  cause  shall  we  hereafter  the  result  must  be — Ocddit,  ocddit  apes  omnis 

contend  with  France  ?  can  we  ever  flatter  our-  eifortuna  nostri  nominis. 
selves  that  we  shall  wage  a  more  successful         The  only  way  which  the  author's  principles 

war  ?    If,  on  our  part,  in  a  war  the  most  pros-  leave  for  our  escape,  is  to  reverse  our  condition 

pcrous  we  ever  carried  on,  by  sea  and  by  land,  into  that  of  France,  and  to  take  her  losing 

and  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  attended  with  cards  into  our  hands.    But  though  his  princi- 

the  unparalleled  circumstance  of  an  immense  pies  drive  him  to  it,  his  politics  will  not  suffer 

increase  of  trade  and  augmentation  of  revenue  ;  him  to  walk  on  this  ground.     Talking  at  our 

if  a  continued  series  of  disappointments,  dis-  ease  and  of  other  countries,  we  may  bear  to  be 

graces,  and  defeats,  followed  by  public  bank-  diverted  with  such  speculations ;  but  in  Eng- 

ruptcy,  on  the  part  of  France ;  if  all  these  still  land  we  shall  never  be  taught  to  look  upon  the 

leave  her  a  gainer  on  the  whole  balance,  will  it  annihilation  of  our  trade,  the  ruin  of  our  credit, 

not  be  dowfiright  phrenzy  in  us  ever  to  look  the  defeat  of  our  armies,  and  the  loss  of  our 

her  \ji  the  face  again,  or  to  contend  with  her  ultramarine  dominions,  (whatever  the  author 

♦  P.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  t  P-  9,  10.  t  P.  9. 
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may  think  of  them,)  to  be  the  high  road  to  whole  course  of  the  8iegeofCluebec;ofGene- 

prosp^ty  and  greatness.  ral  Monckton,  who  was  shot  through  the  body 

liie  reader  does  not,  I  hope,  imagine  that  I  there,  whether  Franco  "  put  her  colonies  into 

mean  seriously  to  set  about  the  refiitation  of  the  hands  of  the  English." 

these  oningenious  paradoxes  and  reveries  with-  Though  he  has  made  no  exception,  yet  I 

out  imaginatioD.    I  state  them  only  that  we  would  be  liberal  to  him ;  perhaps  he  means  to 

may  discern  a  little  in  the  questions  of  war  confine  himself  to  her  colonies  in  the  West 

and  peace,  the  most  weighty  of  all  questions,  Indies.    But  surely  it  will  fare  as  ill  with  him 

what  is  the  wisdom  of  those  men  who  are  held  there  as  in  North  America,  whilst  we  remem- 

out  to  us  as  the  (mly  hope  of  an  expiring  nation,  ber  that  in  our  first  attempt  at  Martinico  we 

The  present  ministry  is  indeed  of  a  strange  were  actually   defeated ;   that    it  was  three 

character :   at  once  indolent  and  distracted,  months  before  we  reduced  Guadaloupe ;  and 

Bat  if  a  ministerial  system  should  be  formed,  that  the  conquest  of  the  Havannah  was  achieved 

actuated  by  such  maxims  as  are  avowed  in  this  by  the  highest  conduct,  aided  by  circumstances 

piece,  the  vices  of  the  present  ministry  would  of  the  greatest  good  fortune.    He  knows  the 

become  their  virtues ;  their  indolence  would  be  expense  both  of  men  and  treasure  at  which  we 

the  greatest  of  all  pij>lic  benefits,  and  a  dis-  bought   that    place.    However,  if  it  had  so 

traction  that  entirely  defeated  every  one  of  pleased  the  peacemakers,  it  was  no  dear  pur- 

their  schemes  would  be  our  only  security  from  chase ;  for  it  was  decisive  of  the  fortune  of  the 

destruction.  war  and  the  terms  of  the  treaty :  the  duke  of 

To  have  stated  these  reasonings  is  enough,  Nivemois  thought  so ;  France,  England,  Eii- 

I  presume,  to  do  their  business.    But  they  are  rope,  considered  it  in  that  light ;  all  the  world, 

accompanied  with  facts  and  records,   which  except  the  then  friends  of  the  then  ministry, 

may  seem  of  a  little  more  weight.    I  trust  how-  who  wept  for  our  victories,  and  were  in  haste 

ever  that  the  facts  of  this  author  will  be  as  far  to  get  rid  of  the  burthen  of  our  conquests, 

from  bearing  the  touchstone,  as  his  arguments.  This  author  knows  that  France  did  not  put 

On  a  little  inquiry,  they  will  be  found  as  great  those  colonies  into  the  hands  of  England ;  but 

an  imposition  as  the  successes  they  are  meant  he  well  knows  who  did  put  the  most  valuable 

to  depreciate ;  for  they  are  all  either  false  or  of  them  into  the  hands  of  France, 

fallaciously  a{^Iied ;  or  not  in  the  least  to  the  In  the  next  place,  our  author]:  is  pleased  to 

purpose  for  which  they  are  produced.  consider  the  conquest  of  those  colonies  in  no 

First,  the  author,  in  order   to  support  his  other  light  than  as  a  convenience  for  the  remit- 

&Toufite  paradox,  that  our  possession  of  the  tances  to  France,  which  he  asserts  that  the 

French  colonies  was  of  no  detriment  to  France,  war  had  before  suspended,  but  for  which  a  way 

has  thought  proper  to  inform  us,*  that  "  they  was  opened  (by  our  conquest)  as  secure  as  in 

put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  English."  time  of  peace.    I  charitaUy  hope  he  knows 

He  uses  the  same  assertion,  in  nearly  the  same  nothing  of  the  subject.    I  referred  him  lately 

words,  in  another  place  ;f  "  her  colonies  had  to  our  commauKlers,  for  the  resistance  of  the 

put  themselves   into  our  hands."     Now,  in  French  colonies ;  I  now  wish  he  would  apply 

justice  not  only  to  fact  and  common  sense,  toourcustomrhouse  entries,  and  our  merchants, 

but  to  the  incomparable  valour  and  perseve-  for  the  advantages  which  we   derived  from 

ranee  of  our  military  and  naval  forces  thus  them. 

anhand8<nnely  traduced,  I  must  teU  this  au-  In  1761,  there  was  no  entry  of  goods  from 

thor,  that  the  French  colonies  did  not  "  put  any  of  the  conquered  places  but  Guadaloupe ; 

themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  English."  in  that  year  it  stood  thus: 
They  were  compelled  to  submit;  they  were 

subdued  by  dint  ^  English  vak>ur.    Will  the  Imports  firom  Guadaloupe,  value,     £.482,179 

five  years'  war  carried  on  in  Canada,  in  which  — 

feU  one  of  the  principal  hopes  of  this  nation,  In  1782,  when  we  had  not  yetdeli- 

and  all  the  battles  lost  and  gained  during  that  vered  up  our  conquests,  the  ac- 

anxious  period,  convince  this  author  of  his  count  was 

mistake?     Let  him  enquire  of  Sir  Jefiery  Guadaloupe,  ~    .    -    -    .   £.513,244 

Amherst,  under  vi^ose  conduct  that  war  was  Martinico,    ....--  288,425 

carried  on ;  <^  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  whose 

steadiness   and  presence  of  mind  saved  our  Total  imports  in  1762,  value,    £.801,669 

fleet,  and  were  so  eminently  serviceable  in  the  

•P. ».                 \?.6  tP.9. 


106  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PRESENT 

In  1763,  after  we  had  delivered  up  and  this  corrective  ought  to  be  applied  to  aft 

the  sovereignty  of  these  islands,  general  balances  of  our  trade,  which  are  formed 

but  kept  open  a  conununication  on  the  ordinary  principles, 
with  them,  the  imports  were,  If  possible,  this  was  more  emphaticaDy  tree 

Gaudaloupe, £.412,303  of  the  French  West  India  islands,  whilst  they 

Martinico,     -     -----     344,161  continued  in  our  hands.     That  none,  or  only  a 

Havannah, 249,386  very  contemptible  part  of  the  value  of  this  pro- 

duce,  could  be  remitted  to  France,  the  atrthor 

Total  imports  in  1763,  value,  £.1,006,850  will  see,  perhaps  with  unwillingness,  but  with 

the  clearest  conviction,  if  he  considers,  that  in 

Besides,  I  find  in  the  account  of  bullion  im-  the  year  1763,  ajier  loe  had  ceased  to  export  to 
ported  and  brought  to  the  bank,  that  during  the  isles  <^  Guadaloupe  and  Martinico,  and  to 
that  period  in  which  the  intercourse  with  the  the  Havannah,  and  after  the  colonies  were  free 
Havannah  was  open,  we  received  at  that  one  to  send  all  their  produce  to  Old  France  and 
shop,    in    treasure,    from    that    one    place,  Spain,  if  they  had  any  remittance  to  make ;  he 
£.559,810 ;  in  the  year  1763,  £.389,460 ;  so  will  see,  that  we  imported  from  those  places, 
that  the  import  from  these  places  in  that  year  in  that  year,  to  the  amount  of  £.1,995,300. 
amounted  to  £.1,396,300.  So  far  was  the  whole  annual  produce  of  diese 
On  this  state  the  reader  will  observe,  that  I  islands  from  being  adequate  to  the  payments 
take  the  imports  from,  and  not  the  exports  to,  of  their  annual  call  upon  us,  that  this  mighty 
these  conquests,  as  the  measure  of  the  advan-  additional  importation  was  necessary,  though 
tages  which  we  derived  from  them.    I  do  so  for  not  quite  sufficient,   to   disdiarge  the    debts 
reasons  which  will  be  somewhat  worthy  the  c(»itracted  in  the  few  years  we   held  them, 
attention  of  such  readers  as  are  fond  of  this  The  property,  therefore,  of  their  whole  pro- 
species  of  inquiry.    I  say  therefore  I  choose  duce,  was  ours  ;  not  only  during  the  war,  but 
the  import  article,  as  the  best,  and  indeed  the  even  fw  more  Aan  a  year  after  the  peace.  The 
only  standard  we  can  have,  of  the  value  of  the  author,  I  hope,  will  not  again  venture  upon  so 
Wast  India  trade.    Our  export  entry  does  not  ^ash  and  discouraging  a  proposition,  c<MicerD- 
comprehend  the  greatest  trade  we  carry  on  ing  the  nature  and  effect  of  those  conquests,  as 
with  any  of  the  West  India  islands,  the  sale  to  call  them  a  convenience  to  the  remittances 
of  negroes :  nor  does  it  give  any  idea  of  two  of  France ;  he  sees  by  this  account,  that  what 
other   advantages  we  draw  from  them ;  the  \^q  asserts  is  not  only  without  fouiidati<xi,  but 
remittances  for  money  spent  here,  and  the  gyen  impossible  to  be  true, 
payment  of  part  of  the  balance  of  the  North         As  to  our  trade  at  that  time,  he  labours  with 
American  trade.    It  is  therefore  quite  ridicu-  all  his  might  to  represent   it   as  absolutely 
lous,  to  strike  a  balance  merely  on  the  face  of  ruined,  or  on  the  very  edge  of  ruin.   Indeed,  as 
an  excess  of  imports  and  exports,  in  that  com-  usual  with  him,  he  is  often  as  equivocal  in  his 
merce  ;  though,  in  most  foreign  branches,  it  expression,  as  he  is  clear  in  his  design.    Some- 
is,  on  the  whole,  the  best  method.  If  we  should  times  he  more  than  insinuates  a  decay  of  our 
take  that  standard,  it  would  appear,  that  the  commerce  in  that  war ;  sometimes  he  admits  an 
balance  with  our  own    islands  is,    annually,  increase  of  exports;  but  it  is  in  order  to  depre- 
saveral  hundred  thousand  pounds  against  this  ciate  the  advantages  we  might  appear  to  derive 
country.*    Such  is  its  aspect  on  the  custom-  from  that  increase,  whenever  it  should  come  to 
house  entries ;  but  we  know  the  direct  con-  \^  proved  against^  him.    He  tells  you,f  "  that 
trary  to  be  the  fact.     We  know  that  the  West  jt  was  chiefly  occasioned  by  the  demands  of  our 
Indians  are  always  indebted  to  our  merchants,  own  fleets  and  armies,  and,  instead  of  bring- 
and  that  the  value  of  every  shilling  of  West  i^g  wealth  to  the  nation,  was  to  be  paid  for  by 
India  produce  is  English  property.    So  that  oppressive  taxes  upon  the  people  of  England." 
our  import  from  them,  and  notour  export,  ought  Never  was  any  thing  more  destitute  of  founda- 
always  ^  be  considered  as  their  true  value ;  tion.    It  might  be  proved  with  the  greatest 

ease,  from  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  goods 

♦  Total  imports  from  the  West  In-  exported,  as  well  as  from  the  situation  df  the 

dies  in  1764,    .    .    .     .    •  ^•2*909,41 1  places  to  which  our  merchandize  was  sent,  and 

Exports  to  ditto  m  ditto,    .    .    .        896,511  ^^ich  the  war  could  no  wise  affect,  that  the 

Excess  of  unports,     ....     £.2,012,900  supply  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  coiJd  not  have 

T    .1-       LI--   *u ^f  ».«♦:««  been  the  cause  of  this  wonderful  increase  ot 

In  this,  which  IS  the  common  way  of  statmg  "^'^"         *^ 

the  balance,  it  will  appear  upwards  of  two 

millions  aga'mst  us,  which  is  ridiculous.  *  ^-  "• 


STATE  OP  THE  NATION.  107 

tnde;    ha  cause  was  evident  to  the  whole  year  1761,  the  British  shipping  amounted  to 
werid;  the  ruin  of  the  trade  of  France,  and  627,567  tons— the  foreign   to   no  more  than 
cor  possession  of  her  colonies.    What  wonder-  180,102.  The  medium  of  his  six  years  British, 
fid  e^cts  this  cause  {Npoduced,  the  reader  will  2,449,666  tons>~foreign  only  906,690.     This 
■ee  below  ;*  and  he  will  form  on  that  account  state  (his  own)  demonstrates  that  the  neutral 
some  judgDoent  of  the  author's  candour  or  in-  naticms  did  not  entirely  engross  our  navigation, 
formation.  I  am  willing  from  a  strain  of  candour  to  ad- 
Admit  however  that  a  great  part  of  our  ex-  mit  that  this  author  speaks  at  random ;  that  he 
port,  tfaoo^  nothing  is  more  remote  from  fact,  is  only  slovenly  and  inaccurate,  and  not  &lla- 
wis  owing  to  the  supply  of  our  fleets  and  cious.    In  matters  c^  account,  however,  this 
armies ;  was  it  not  something  ? — ^was  it  not  want  of  care  is  not  excusable ;  and  the  difler^ 
pecoiiarty  fortunate  for  a  nation,  that  she  was  ence  between  neutral  nations  entirely  engross- 
abte  from  her  own  bosom  to  contribute  largely  ing  our  navigation,  and  being  only  suhsidiary 
to  tfie  soj^ly  of  her  armies  militating  in  so  to  a  vastly  augmented  trade,  makes  a  most  ma* 
many  distant  countries  ?    The  author  allows  terial  diflerence  to  his  argument.    From  that 
tiiat  France  did  not  enjoy  the  same  advantages,  principle  of  fairness,  though  the  author  speaks 
But  it  is  remarkable  throughout  his  whole  book,  otherwise,  I  am  willing  to  suppose  he  means 
fliat  those  circumstances  which  have  ever  been  no  more  than  that  our  navigation  had  so  de* 
considered  as  great  benefits,  and  decisive  proofi  clined  as  to  alarm  us  with  the  probable  loss  of 
of  national  superiority,  are,  when  in  our  hands,  this  valuable  object.    I  shall  however  shew, 
takon  either  in  diminution  of  some  other  appa-  that  his  whole  proposition,  whatever  modifica- 
rmt  advantage,  or  even  sometimes  as  positive  tions  he  may  please  to  give  it,  is  without 
miafortunes.    The  optics  of  that  politician  must  foundation;  that  our  navigation  was  not  de- 
be  of  a  strange  conformation,  who  beholds  creased ;  that,  an  the  contrary,  it  was  greatly 
erery  thing  in  this  distorted  diape.  increased  in  the  war ;  that  it  was  increased  by 
So  &r  as  to  our  trade.    With  regard  to  our  the  war  ^  and  that  it  was  probable  the  same 
BiTigation,  he  is  still  more  uneasy  at  our  situa-  cause  would  continue  to  augment  it  to  a  stiU 
tioD,  and  still  more  fallacious  in  his  state  of  it.  greater  height ;  to  what  an  height  it  is  hard  to 
lo  his  text,  he  affirms  it ''  to  have  been  entirdy  say,  had  our  success  continued, 
engrossed  by  the  neutral  nations."!      This  he  But  first,  I  must  observe,  I  am  much  less 
UBorts  roundly  and  bddly,  and  without  the  solicitous  whether  his  fact  be  true  or  no,  than 
IwMt  coDcem ;  although  it  cost  no  more  than  a  whether   his    principle    is  well    established, 
nngle  glance  of  the  eye  upon  his  own  margin  Cases  are  dead  things,  principles  are  living  and 
to  see  &  foO  refutation  of  tins  assertion.    His  productive.    I  then  affirm  that,  if  in  time  of 
0^  account  proves  against  him,  that  in  the  war  our  trade  had  the  good  fortune  to  increase, 

1754.  £'      »•   d. 

*  Total  export  of  British  goods,  value, 8,317,606  15    8 

Ditto  offorelgn  goods  in  Ume, 2,910,836  14    9 

Ditto  ofdilto  out  of  time, 659,435    2  10 

Total  exports  of  all  kinds, 11,787,829  12  10 

Total  imports, 8,093,472  15    0 

Balance  in  favour  of  England, £.3,694,355  17  10 

1761. 

Total  earoort  of  British  goods, 10,649,581  12  6 

Ditto  offorelgn  goods  in  time, 3,653,692  7  1 

Ditto  ofditto  out  of  time, 355,015  0  2 

Total  exports  of  all  kinds, 14,558,288  19    9 

Total  imports, 9,294,915    1    6 

Balance  in  favour  of  England, £.5,263,373  19    3 

Here  is  the  state  of  our  trade  in  1761,  compared  with  a  very  good  year  of  profound  peace  :  both 
•'e  taken  from  the  authentic  entries  at  the  custom-house.  How  the  author  can  contrive  to  niake 
^  increase  of  the  export  of  English  produce  agree  with  his  account  of  the  dreadful  want  of  hands 
i"  England,  p.  9,  unless  he  supposes  manufactures  to  be  made  without  hands,  I  really  do  not  see 
It  is  painful  to  be  so  frequently  obliged  to  set  this  author  right  in  matters  of  fact.  This  statement 
*•'•  fully  refute  all  that  he  has  said  or  insinuated  upon  the  difficulties  and  decay  ol  our  trade, 

P- 6,7,  and  9. 

t  P.  7.    See  also  p.  18. 
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uid  at  the  same  time  a  large,  nay  the  largest,  The  fair  account  of  the  matter  is  this.    Qui 

proportion  of  carriage  had  been  engrossed  by  trade  had,  as  we  have  just  seen,  increased  to 

neutral  nations,  it  ought  not  in  itself  to  have  so  astonishing  a  degree  in  1761,  as  to  employ 

been  considered  as  a  circumstance  of  distress.  British  and  foreign  ships  to  the  anKxint  of 

War  is  a  time  of  inconvenience  to  trade;  in  707,669  tons,  which  is  149,500  nwro  than  we 

general  it  must  be  straitened,  and  must  find  its  employed  in  the  last  year  of  the  peace. — Thug 

way  as  it  can.    It  is  often  happy  for  nations  our  trade  increased  more  than  a  fifth ;  our  Bri- 

that  they  are  able  to  call  in  neutral  navigation,  tish  navigation  had  increased  likewise  with 

They  all  aim  at  it.  France  endeavoured  at  it,  this  astonishing  increase  of  trade,  but  was  not 

but  could  not  compass  it.    Will  this  author  able  to  keep  pace  with  it ;  and  we  added  about 

■ay,  that  in  a  war  with  Spain,  such  an  assist-  120,000  ton  of  foreign  shipping  to  the  60,000, 

ance  would  not  be  of  absolute  necessity  ?  that  which  had  been  employed  in  the  last  year  of 

it  would  not  be  the  most  gross  of  all  follies  to  the  peace.    Whatever  happened  to  our  ship 

refuse  it?  P^Qg  ^  ^®  former  years  of  the  war,  this  woijd 

In  the  next  place,  his  method  of  stating  a  be  no  true  state  of  the  case  at  the  time  of  the 

medium  of  six  years  of  war,  and  six  years  of  treaty.    If  we  had  lost  something  in  the  bcgin- 

peace,  to  decide  this  question,  is  altogether  un-  ning,  we  had  then  recovered,  and  nwre  than 

fiiir.    To  say,  in  derogation  of  the  advantages  recovered,  all  our  losses.    Such  is  the  ground 

of  a  war,  that  navigation  is  not  equal  to  what  <^  the  d(4eful  complaints  of  the  author,  that  the 

k  was  in  time  of  peace,  is  what  hitherto  has  carrying  trade  was  whoUy  engrossed  bytheneu- 

Dever  been  heard  of.    No  war  ever  bore  that  tral  nations. 

test  but  the  war  which  he  so  bitterly  laments.  I  have  done  fairly,  and  even  very  moderately, 

One  may  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  an  ave-  in  taking  this  year,  and  not  his  average,  as  the 

rage  estimate  of  an  object  in  a  steady  course  standard  of  what  might  be  expected  in  future, 

of  rising  or  of  falling,  must  in  its  nature  be  an  had  the  war  continued.    The  author  will  be 

unfair  one ;  more  particularly  if  the  cause  of  compelled  to  allow  it,  unless  he  undertakes  to 

the  rise  or  fall  be  visible,  and  its  continuance  shew;  first,  that  the  possession  of  Canada, 

in  any  degree  probable.     Average  estimates  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  Grenada,  the  Havan- 

are  never  just  but  when  the  object  fluctuates,  nah,  the  Philippines,  the  whole  Afirican  trade, 

and  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  it  should  the  whole  East  India  trade,  and  the  vthxAe 

not  continue  still  to  fluctuate.     The  author  Newfoundland  fishery,  had  no  certain  inevit- 

chooses  to  allow  nothing  at  all  for  this :  he  has  able  tendency  to  increase  the  British  shipping ; 

taken  an  average  of  six  years  of  the  war.    He  unless,  in  the  second  place,  he  can  prove  that 

knew,  fcNT  every  body  knows,  that  the  first  three  those  trades  were,  or  might,  by  law  or  indui- 

years  were  cm  the  whole  rather  unsuccessful ;  gence,  be  carried  on  in  foreign  vessels ;  and 

and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  ill  success,  unless,  thirdly,  he  can  demonstrate  that  the 

trade  sunk,  and  navigation  declined  with  it ;  premium  o[  insurance  on  British  ships  was 

but  that  grand  delusion  of  the  three  last  years  rising  as  the  war  continued.    He  can  prove 

turned  the  scale  in  our  favour.    At  the  begin-  not  one  of  these  points.    I  will  shew  him  afiict 

ning  of  that  war,  (as  in  the  commencement  of  mwe  that  is  mortal  to  his'assertions.    It  is  the 

every  war,)  traders  were  struck  with  a  sort  of  state  of  our  shipping  in  1762.    The  author  had 

panic.    Many  went  out  of  the  freighting  busi-  his  reasons  for  stopping  short  at  the  preceding 

ness.    But  by  degrees,  as  the  war  continued,  year.    It  would  have  appeared,  had  he  pro- 

the  terrour  wore  off;   the  danger  came  to  be  ceedod  farther,  that  our  tonnage  was  in  a  course 

better  appreciated,  and  better  provided  against ;  of  uniform  augmentation,  owing  to  the  fi^igfat 

our  trade  was  carried  on  in  large  fleets,  under  derived  from  our  foreign  conquests,  and  to  the 

regular  convoys,  and  with  great  safety.    The  perfect  security  of  our  navigation  from  our 

freighting  business  revived.    The  ships  were  clear  and  decided  superiority  at  sea.     This,  I 

fewer,  but  much  larger;  and  though  the  num-  say,  would  have  appeared  firom  the  state  of  the 

ber  decreased,  the  tonnage  was  vastly  aug-  two  years: 
mented;   insomuch  that  in  1761  the  British 

shipping  had  risen  by  the  author's  own  account  1761.  British,    -         -        527,557  tons. 

527,557  tons.— In  the  last  year  he  has  given  1762.  Ditto,       -         -        559,537  Uam. 

us  of  the  peace  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  1761.  Foreign    -         -        180,102  tons. 

494,772;  that  is,  in  the  last  year  of  the  war  it  1762.  Ditto,       -         -        129,502  tons, 
was  32,785  tons  more  than  in  the  correspondent 

year  of  his  peace  average.  No  year  of  the  peace  The  two  last  years  of  the  peace  were  in  no 

exceeded  it  except  one,  and  that  but  little.  degree  equal  to  these.  Much  of  the  navigation 
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«f  176S  was  also  "owing  to  the  war ;  this  is  one.    But,  as  the  world  is  yet  deluded  on  the 

nanifest  from  the  large  part  of  it  employed  in  state  of  that  war,  other  arguments  are  neces- 

tbe  carriage  fix>m  the  ceded  islands,  with  which  sary ;  and  the  author  has  in  my  opinion  very  ill 

^  oommonicatioD  still  continued  open.    No  supplied  them.    He  tells  of  many  things  we 

ncfa  circmnstances  of  glory  and  advantage  have  got,  and  of  which  he  has  made  out  a  kind 

ever  attended  upon  a  war.    Too  happy  will  be  of  bill.    This  matter  may  be  brought  within  a 

oar  lot,  if  we  should  again  be  forced  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  if  we  come  to  consid^ 

war,  to  beh<M  anything  that  shall  resemble  the  requisites  of  a  good  peace  under  some  plain 

Am;  and  if  we  were  not  then  the  better  for  distinct  heads.    I  apprehend  they  may  be  re- 

dtem,  it  is  not  in  the  (xdinary  course  of  God's  duced  to  these :  1.  Stability ;  2.  Indemniilca- 

profidence  to  mend  our  condition.  tion ;  3.  Alliance. 

In  vain  does  the  author  declaim  on  the  high  As  to  the  first,  the  author  more  than  ob- 
prenumiiB  given  for  the  loans  during  the  war.  scurely  hints  in  several  places,  that  he  thinks 
His  long  note  swelled  with  calculations  on  that  the  peace  not  likely  to  last.  However,  he  does 
nbject  (even  supposing  the  most  inaccurate  of  furnish  a  security ;  a  security,  in  any  light,  I 
tfl  cakolatioiis  to  be  just)  woukl  be  entirely  fear,  but  insufficient ;  on  his  hypothesis,  surely 
dvown  away,  did  it  not  serve  to  raise  a  won-  a  very  odd  one,  "  By  stipulating  for  the  entire 
dei&l  opinion  of  his  financial  skill  in  those  who  possession  of  the  continent,  (says  he,)  the  re- 
are  not  less  surprised  than  edified,  when,  with  stored  French  islands  are  become  in  some 
a  Boleinn  &ce  aiid  mystoious  air,  they  are  told  measure  dependent  on  the  British  empire ;  and 
that  two  and  two  make  four.  For  what  else  do  the  good  faith  of  France  in  observing  the  treaty 
we  leam  from  this  note  ?  That  the  more  ex-  guaranteed  by  the  value  at  which  she  estimates 
pease  is  incurred  by  a  nation,  the  more  money  their  possession."!  This  author  soon  grows 
will  be  required  to  defray  it;  that,  in  propor-  weary  of  his  principles.  They  seldom  last  him 
tion  to  the  continuance  c^that  expense,  will  be  for  two  pages  together.  When  the  advantages 
the  continuance  of  borrowing ;  that  the  in-  of  the  war  were  to  be  depreciated,  then  the 
crease  of  borrowing  'and  the  increase  of  debt  loss  of  the  ultramarine  colonies  lightened  the 
wiD  go  hand  in  hand  ;  and  lastly,  that  the  more  expenses  of  France,  facilitated  her  remittances, 
noney  you  want,  the  harder  it  will  be  to  get  and  therefore  her  coUmiats  put  them  into  our 
it;  and  that  the  scarcity  of  the  commodity  will  hands.  According  to  this  author's  system,  the 
enhance  the  price.  Who  ever  doubted  the  actual  possession  of  those  colonies  ought  to 
trath,  or  the  insignificance,  of  these  proposi-  give  us  little  or  no  advantage  in  the  negotiation 
tions  ?  what  do  they  prove  ?  that  war  is  expen-  for  peace  ;  and  yet  the  chance  of  possessing 
five,  and  peace  desirable.  They  contain  them  on  a  future  occasion  gives  a  perfect  secu- 
noddng  more  than  a  common-place  against  rity  for  the  preservation  of  that  peace.l  The 
war;  ihe  easiest  of  all  topics.  To  bring  th^n  conquest  of  the  Havannah,  if  it  did  not  serve 
lioine  to  his  purpose,  he  ou^t  to  have  shewn,  Spain,  rather  distressed  England,  says  our 
that  oar  enemies  had  money  upon  better  terms ;  author.§  But  the  molestation  which  her  gal- 
whicfa  he  has  not  shewn,  neither  can  he.  I  leons  may  suffer  from  our  station  in  Pensacola 
diall  speak  more  fully  to  this  point  in  another  gives  us  advantages,  for  which  we  were  not  al- 
pboe.  He  ou^t  to  have  shewn,  that  the  money  lowed  to  credit  the  nation  for  the  Havannah 
they  raised,  upcm  whatever  terms,  had  pro-  itself;  a  place  surely  full  as  well  situated  fat 
cured  than  a  more  lucrative  return.  He  knows  every  external  purpose  as  Pensacola,  and  of 
that  our  expoKiiture  purchased  commerce  and  more  internal  benefit  than  ten  thousand  Pensa- 
oonqnest:  theirs  acquired  nothing  but  defeat  colas. 

and  bankruptcy.  The  author  sets  very  little  by  conquests  ;||  I 

Thus  the  author  has  laid  down  his  ideas  on  suppose  it  is  because  he  makes  them  so  very 

die  eobject  of  war.    Next  follow  those  he  en-  lightly.    On  this  subject  he  speaks  with  the 

tertains  on  that  of  peace.    The  treaty  c^  Paris  greatest  certainty  imaginable.    We  have,  ac- 

opcn  ^  whole  has  his  approbation.  Indeed,  if  cording  to  him,  nothing  to  do,  but  to  go  and 

his  account  of  the  war  be  just,  he  might  have  take  possession,  whenever  we  think  proper,  of 
ipared  hinnelf  all  further  trouble.    The  rest  is 

•irawn  on  as  an  inevitable  conchision.*    If  the  t  P.  17.                        ^  ^  f'     .    ^  .    ,.  ., 

l««rfIfcartK»h«.the«l«.U^e.he„„^  J Z°^^,S^^^X  t^^'t^l^JflTS. 

pw  the  law ;  and  the  peace,  though  it  were  g     .^  ^1^^  disabled  from  paying  them  for  their 

■ocb  wone  than  it  is,  had  still  been  a  good  goods  sent  to  America."    State  of  the  Nation, 

p.  7. 

♦  P.  13,18.  IIP.  12,  13. 
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the  Frendi  and  Spanish  setdemeiits.    It  were  our  colonies.    He  is  the  wise  minister,  he  is 

better  that  he  had  examined  a  little  what  ack  the  truefriend  to  Britain,  who  shall  be  able  to 

vantage  the  peace  gave  us  towards  the  inva-  restore  it. 

sum  ofthese  colonies,  which  we  did  not  possess        To  return  to  the  security  for  the  peace.  The 
before  the  peace.    It  would  not  have  been  author  tells  us,  that  the  original  great  purposes 
amiss  if  he  had  consulted  the  public  ezperi-  of  the  war  were  more  than  accomplished  by 
ence,   and  our  commanders,  concerning  the  the  treaty.      Surely  he  has  experience   and 
absdute  certain^  of  those  conquests  on  which  reading  enough  to  know  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
he  is  pleased  to  fiiund  our  security.    And  if,  war,  events  may  happen,  that  render  its  origi- 
after  all,  he  should  have  discovered  them  to  be  nal  very  far  from  being  its  principal  purpose, 
be  so  very  sure,  and  so  very  easy,  he  might.  This  original  may  dwindle  by  circumstances, 
1^  least,  to  preserve  c(msistency,  have  looked  a  so  as  to  become  not  a  puipoae  of  the  seccmd 
few  pages  back,  and  (no  unpleasing  thing  to  cm:  even  the  third  magnitude.    I  trust  this  is  so 
him)  listened  to  himself,  where  he  says, "  that  obvious,  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  put 
the  most  successful  enterprise  could  not  com-  cases  for  its  illustration.    In  that  war,  as  soon 
pensate  to  the  nation  for  the  waste  <^  its  peo-  as  Spain  entered  into  the  quarrel,  the  secuirity 
pie,  by  carrying  on  war   in  unhealthy  cli-  of  North  America  was  no  longer  the  sole  nor 
mates."*     A  position  which  he  repeats  again,  the  foremost  object.     The  FamUif    Compact 
p.  9.    So  that,  according  to  himself  his  secu-  had  been  I  know  not  how  long  before  in  agita- 
rity  is  not  worth  the  suit ;  according  to  fact,  he  tion.    But  then  it  vraa  that  we  saw  produced 
has  onty  a  chance,  God  knows  what  a  chance,  into  day-light  an  action  the  most  odious  and 
of  getting  at  it;  and  therefore,  according  to  most  formidable  of  all  the  conspiracies  against 
reason,  the  giving  up  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  liberties  of  Europe,  that  ever  has   been 
possessions,  in  hopes  to  conquer  them  back,  jQwned.    The  war  with  Spain  was  the   first 
under  any  advantage  of  situation,  is  the  most  fruits  of  tliat  league ;  and  a  securi^  against 
ridiculous  security  that  ever  was  imagined  for  that  league  ought  to  have  been  the  fundamental 
the  peace  of  a  nation.  It  is  true  his  friends  did  point  of  a  pacification  with  the  powers  who 
not  give  up  Canada;  they  could  not  give  up  compose  it.    We  had  materials  in  our  hands  to 
every  thing ;  let  us  make  the  most  of  it.  We  have  have  constructed  that  security  in  such  a  mai>- 
Canada,  we  know  its  value.    We  have  not  the  ner  as  never  to  be  shaken.    But  how  did  the 
French  any  longer  to  fight  in  North  America ;  virtuous  and  able  men  of  our  author  labour  for 
and,  from  this  circumstance,  we  derive  consi-  this  great  end  ?    They  took  no  one  step  to- 
deraUe  advantages.    But  here  let  merest  a  wards  it.    On  the  contrary  they  countenanced, 
little.  The  author  touches  upon  a  string,  which  and  indeed,  as  far  as  it  depended  on  them,  re- 
sounds under  his  fingers  but  a  tremulous  and  cognised  it  in  all  its  parts ;  for  our  plenipotoif 
melancholy  note.    North  America  was  once  tiary  treated  with  those  who  acted  for  the  two 
indeed  a  great  strength  to  this  nation,  in  oppor-  crowns,  as  if  they  had  been  different  ministers 
tunity  of  ports,  in  ships,  in  provisicms,  Id  men.  of  the  same  monarch.    The  Spanish  minister 
We  found  her  a  souxmI,  an  active,  a  vigorous  Deceived  his  instructions,  not  from  Madrid ; 
member  of  the  empire.    I  hope,  by  wise  ma-  but  from  Versailles. 

nagement,  die  will  again  become  so.  But  (me        This  was  not  hid  firom  our  ministers  at  home, 

of  our  capital  present  misfortunes  is,  her  diactxk-  and  the  disoovery  ou^t  to  have  alarmed  them, 

tent  and  disobedience.  Towhichoftheauthcnr's  if  the  good  of  their  country  had  been  the  ob- 

favourites  this  discontent  is  owing,  we  all  ject  of  their  anxiety.    They  could  not  but 

know  but  too  sufficiently.  It  would  be  a  dismal  have  seen  that  the  whole  Spanish  noonarchy 

event,  if  this  foundation  of  his  security,  and  was  melted  down  into  the  cabinet  of  Versailles, 

indeed  of  all  our  public  strength,  should,  in  re-  But  they  thought  this  circumstance  an  advan- 

ality,  become  our  weakness ;  and  if  all  the  tage ;  as  it  enabled  them  to  go  through  with 

powers  of  this  empire,  which  ought  to  fall  with  their  work  the  more  expeditiously.    Kxpedi- 

a  compacted  weight  upon  the  head  of  our  ene-  tion  was  every  thing  to  them ;  because  France 

mies,  should  be  dissipated  and  distracted  by  a  might  happen  during  a  protracted  negotiati<Mi  to 

jealous  vigilance,  or  by  hostile  attempts  upon  discover  the  great  imposition  of  our  victories, 

one  another.  Ten  Canadas  cannot  restore  that  '  In  the  same  spirit  they  negotiated  the  terms 

security  for  the  peace,  and  for  every  thing  of  the  peace.  If  it  were  thought  adviseable  not 

vahiable  to  this  country,  which  we  have  lost  to  take  any  positive  security  fr<Hn  Spain,  the 

along  with  the  affection  and  the  obedience  of  most  obvious  principles  of  policy  dictated  that 

the  burthen  of  the  cessions  ought  to  &11  upon 

«  P.  0.  France;  and  that  every  thing  which  was  of 
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gnee  and  &voiir  should  be  given  to  Spain,  country ;   because  he  would  have  performed 
Sfaia  oouhi  not,  on  her  part,  have  executed  a  real  service ;  ten   thousand  times  more  real 
capital  article  in  the  family  compact,  which  service,  than  all  the  ceconomy  of  which  this 
obliged  her  to  compensate  the  lasses  of  Franco,  writer  is  perpetually  talking,  or  aU  the  little 
At  least  she  could  not  do  it  in  America ;  for  tricks  of  finance  which  the  expertest  juggler  of 
she  was  expressly  precluded  by  the  treaty  of  the  treasury  can  practice,  could  amount  to  in  a 
Utrecht  fr<n&  ceding  any  territory  or  giving  any  thousand  years.    But  the  occasion  is  lost ;  the 
advantage  in  trade  to  diat  power.    What  did  time  is  gone,  perhaps,  for  ever, 
our  minisiMS  ?     They  took  from  Spain  the  ter-  As  to  the  third  requisite,  aUianeet  there  too 
ritwy  of  Florida,  an  object  of  no  value  excq>t  the  author  is  silent.    What  strength  of  that 
to  shew  our  dispositions  to  be  quite  equal  at  kind  did  they  acquire  ?    They  got  no  one  new 
least  towards  both  powers ;  and  they  enabled  ally ;  they  stript  the  enemy  of  not  a  single  okl 
France  to  comprasate  Spain  by  the  gift  of  one.     They  disgusted  (how  justly,  or  unjustly, 
Louisiana!  loading  us  with  all  the  harshness,  matters  not)  every  ally  we  had;  and  from  that 
leaving  the  act  of  kindness  with  France,  and  time  to  this,  we  stand  friendless  in  Europe, 
opening  thereby  a  door  to  the  fulfilling  of^  this  But  of  this  naked  condition  of  their  country,  I 
the  most   consolidating  article  of  the  family  know,  some  people  are  not  ashamed.    They 
compact.     Accordingly  that  dangerous  league,  have  their  system  of  politics ;  our  ancestors 
thus  abetted  aiMi  authorised  by  the  English  grew  great  by  another.    In  this  manner  these 
ministry  without  an  attempt  to  invalidate  it  in  virtuous  men  concluded  the  peace  ;  and  their 
any  way,  or  in  any  of  its  parts,  exists  to  this  practice  is  only  consonant  to  their  theory, 
boar;  and  has  grown  stronger  and  stronger  Many  things  more  might  be  observed  on  this 
every  hour  of  its  existrace.  curious    head    of  our   author's   speculations. 
A3  to  the  second  C(nnponent  of  a  good  peace.  But,  taking  leave  of  what  the  writer  says  in  his 
eompenaalion,  I  have  but   litde  trouble ;  the  serious  part,  if  he  be  serious  in  any  part,  I 
author  has  said  nothing  upon  that  head.    He  shall  only  just  point  out  a  piece  of  his  plea- 
has  nothing  to  say.    After  a  war  of  such  ex-  santry.    No  man,  I  believe,  ever  denied  that 
pense,  diis  ought  to  have  been  a  capital  con-  the  time  for  making  peace  is  that  in  which  the 
sideration.      But  <m    what  he  has  been  so  best  terms  may  be  obtained.    But  what  that 
prudently  silent,  I  think  it  is  right  to  speak  time  is,  together  with  the  use  that  has  been 
j^inly.    All  our  new  acquisitions  together,  at  made  of  it,  we  are  to  judge  by  seeing  whether 
this  time,  scarce  afford  matter  of  revenue  either  terms  adequate  to  our  advantages,  and  to  our 
at  home  or  abroad,  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessities,  have  been  actually  obtained. — ^Here 
expense  of  their  establishments ;  not  one  shil-  is  the  pinch  of  the  question,  and  to  which  the 
Irag  towards  the  reduction  of  our  debt.    Gua-  author  ought  to  have  set  his  shoulders  in  ear- 
daloupe  or  Martinico  alone  would  have  given  nest.    Instead  of  doing  this,  he  slips  out  of  the 
us  material  aid ;  much  in  the  way  of  duties,  harness  by  a  jest ;  and  sneeringly  tells  us,  that, 
mneh  in  the  way  of  trade  and  navigation.    A  to  determine  this  point,  we  must  know  the  se- 
good  ministry  woukl  have  considered  how  a  crets  of  the  French  and  Spanish  cabinets,* 
renewal  of  the  j^neTtto  might  have  been  ob-  and  that  parliament  was  pleased  to  approve 
tained.    We  had  as  much  right  to  ask  it  at  the  the  treaty  of  peace  without  calling  for  the  cor- 
treaiy  of  Paris  as  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  respondence    concerning  it.     How  just  this 
We  had  iDCCNanparaUy  more  in  our  hands  to  sarcasm  on  that  parliament  may  be,  I  say  not ; 
purdiase  it.    Floods  of  treasure  would  have  but  how  becoming  in  the  author,  I  leave  it  to 
poured  into  this  kingdom  from  such  a  source ;  his  fHends  to  determine, 
and,  under  prefer  management,  no  small  part  Having  thus  gone  through  the  questions  of 
of  it  wouki  have  taken  a  public  direction,  and 

have  fructified  an  exhausted  exchequer.  *  Something  however  has  transpired  in  the 

,-  ..          .         ,    ,          r- c            •    *    J  quarrels  among  those  concerned  m  that  trans* 

If  this  gentleman's  hero  of  finance,  mstead  IcHon.    It  seems  the  good  Genius  of  Britain  so 

of  flying  firom  a  treaty,  which,  though  he  now  much  vaunted  by  our  author,    did  his  duty 

defends,  he  couW  not  approve,  and  would  not  nobly.    Whilst  we  were  gaining  such  advan- 

ottice,  which  removed  him  from  the  manutao-  ggt  ^^^1,  les  ratifications  du  Roi  d'An^leterre  a 

tore  of  the  treaty,  had,  by  his  credit  with  the  voatre  grand  etonnement,  et  a  eelut  de  Inen 

then  great  director,  acquired  for  us  these,  or  d>autre8.    Je  dois  cela  au  Iwntes  du  Roi  d'An- 

•n«f  «F  *k^^  ^k:..^  ♦kl  .«^.A^;»»  «f  n^^Am.  gleterre,  a  celles  de  Milord  Bute,  a  Mons.  le 

any  of  these  objects,  the  possession  of  Guada-  6  ^^^^  ^^  y.       ^  j^^^^  j^  D^^  ^e  Nivernols, 

loupe  or  Martmico,  or  the  renewal  of  the  -4««-  gt  en  fin  a  mon  scavoir  faire."     Lettres,  fcc.  *x 

ento,  he  might  haye  hekl  his  head  high  in  his  Chev.  D'Eon,  p.  51. 
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war  and  peace,  the  autlior  proceeds  to  state  Mr.  G.  did  in  fact  provide  no  more  tliau 
our  debt,  and  tiie  interest  which  it  carried,  at  £J2,150,000.  for  the  discharge  of  these  bills  in 
the  time  of  the  treaty,  with  the  unfairness  and  two  years.    It  is  much  to  be  wisdied  that  these 
inaccuracy,  however,  which  distinguish  all  his  gentlemen  would  lay  their  heads  together,  that 
assertions,  and  all  his  calculations.    To  detect  tiiey  would  consider  well  this  matter,  and  agree 
every  fallacy,  and  rectUy  every  mistake,  would  upon  something.    For  when  the  scan^  pro- 
be endless.    It  will  be  enough  to  point  out  a  vision  made  for  the  unfunded  debt  is  to  be 
few  of  than,  in  order  to  shew  how  unsafe  it  is  vindicated,  then  we  are  told  it  is  a  very  mtaU 
to  place  any  thing  like  an  im|dicit  trust  in  such  part  of  that  debt  which  carries  interest.    But 
a  writer.  when  the  public  is  to  be  represented  in  a  miser- 
The  interest  of  debt  contracted  during  the  able  condition,  and  the  consequences  ot  the 
war  is  stated  by  the  author  at  £.2,614,892.  The  late  war  to  be  laid  before  us  in  dreadful  colours, 
particulars  appear  in  pages  14  and  15.  Among  then  we  are  to  be  told  that  the  unfunded  debt 
them  is  stated  the  unfunded  debt,  £.9,975,017.  is  within  a  trifle  of  ten  millions,  and  so  large 
supposed  to  carry  interest  on  a  medium  at  3  a  portion  of  it  carries  interest  that  we  must  not 
per  cent,  which  amounts  to  £.299,250.    We  compute  less  than  3 /wr  cent,  upcm  the  leAoJe. 
are  referred  to  the  Conaderatxoni  on  Vie  Trade  In  the  year  1764,  parliament  voted  £.650,000. 
and  Finances  of  the  Kingdom,  p.  22,  for  the  towards  the  disdiarge  <jS  the  navy  det>t.     This 
particulars  of  that  unfounded  debt.    Turn  to  sum  could  not  be  applied  sdely  to  the  discharge 
the  work,  and  to  the  place  referred  to  by  the  of  bilks  carrying  interest ;  because  part  of  the 
author  himself,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  see  a  debt  due  on  seamen's  wages  must  have  been 
clear  detection  of  a  capital  fidlacy  of  this  arti-  paid,  and  some  bills  carried  no  interest  at  all. 
cle  in  his  account.  You  will  there  see  that  this  Notwithstanding  this,  we  find  by  an  account  of 
unfunded  debt  consists  of  the  nine  following  the  journals  of  the  house  of  commons,  in  the 
articles :  the  remaining  subsidy  to  the  Duke  of  following  sessions,  that  the  navy  delrt,  carrying 
Brunswick ;  the  remaining  dedommagement  to  interest,  was,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1764, 
the  Landgrave  of  Hesse;  the  German  de-  no  more  than  £.1,687,442.  lam  sure  therefore 
mands ;  the  army  and  ordnance  extraordina-  that  I  admit  too  much  v^en  I  admit  the  navy 
ries  ;  the  deficiencies  of  grants  and  funds ;  Mr.  debt  carrying  interest  after  the  creatioa  of  the 
Touchet's  daim ;  the  debts  due  to  Nova  Scotia  i^&vy  annuities  in  the  year  1763,  to  have  been 
and  Barbadoes;  Exchequer  bills;  and  Navy  £.2,200,000.     Acki  the  exchequer  bills;  and 
debt.    The  extreme  fallacy  of  this  state  cannot  the  whole  unfunded  debt  carrying  interest  will 
escape  any  reader  who  will  be  at  the  pains  to  be  four  millions  instead  often ;  and  the  annual 
compare  the  interest  money,  with  which  he  interest   paid  fiv  it  at  4  per  cent,  will  be 
affirms  us  to  have  been  loaded,  in  his  State  of  £.160,000.  instead  of  £.299,250.     An  enxmr 
the  Natum^  with  the  items  of  the  principal  debt  dS  no  small  magnitude,  and  which  could  not 
to  which  he  refers  in  his  Considerations.    The  have  been  owing  to  inadvertency, 
reader  must  observe,  that  of  this  long  list  of  The  misrepresentation  of  the  increase  of  the 
nine  articles,  only  two,  the  exchequer  bills,  and  peace  establishment  is  still  more  eztraordinafy 
part  of  tlie  navy  debt,  carried  any  interest  at  than  that  of  th^  interest  of  the  unfunded  debt. 
all.    The  first  amounted  to  £.1,800,000;  and  The  increase  is  great  undoubtedly.   However, 
this  undoubtedly  carried  interest.    The  whole 

navy  debt  indeed  amounted  to  £.4,576,915 ;  but  lefl  neither  assignees  nor  representatives.    The 

of  this  only  a  part  carried  interest.     The  au-  Precise  amount  of  such  sums  cannot  be  ascer- 

thor  of  the  Considerations,  &c.  labours  to  prove  Slllf^/,  ^?,???'  ^5"  i**!^*^  be  reckoned  less 

,,.               .  ^.        ,o        1  Tt*    ^  ,         F»"'"  than  13  or  14  hundred  thousand  pounds.    On 

this  very  point  m  p,  18 ;  and  Mr.  G.  has  always  31st  Dec.  1754,  when  the  navy  debt  was  reduced 

defended  hio&elfupon  the  same  ground,  for  the  nearly  as  low  as  it  could  be,  it  still  amounted 

insufficient  provision  he  made  for  the  discharge  '®  1,296,567^.  IBs.  lljd.  consisting  chiefly  of 

of  that  debt.    The  reader  may  see  their  own  ""cleajR^^ch  could  not  then  be  discharged  ; 

*u    •»    c     •*  *                       ^  s^ch  articles  will  be  larger  now,  in  proportion 

authority  tor  it.»  to  the  increase  of  the  establishment ;  and  an 

allowance  must  always  be  made  for  them  in 

♦  **  The  navy  bills  are  not  due  till  six  months  judging  of  the  state  of  the  navy  debt,  thoueli 

afler  they  have  been  issued ;  six  months  also  of  they  are  not  distinguishable  in  the  account.    In 

the  seamen's  wages  by  act  of  parliament  must  providing  for  that  which  is  payable,  the  princi- 

be,  and  in  consequence  of  the  rules  prescribed  pal  object  of  the  legislature  is  always  to  dis- 

by  that  act,  twelvemonths'  wages  generally,  and  charge  the  bills,  for  they  are  the  greatest  arti- 

onenmuch  more  are  retained ;  and  there  has  been  cle  ;  they  bear  an  interest  of  4  per  cent. ;  and, 

besides  at  all  times  a  large  arrear  of  pay,  which,  when  the  quantity  of  them  is  large,  they  are  a 

though  Icept  in  the  account,  could  never  be  heavy  incumbrance  upon  all  money  transsf- 

claimed,  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  due  having  tlons.'' 
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the  author  finds  no  fault  with  it,  and  urges  it 
ooiy  as  a  matter  of  argument  to  suf^rt  the 
strange  chimerical  pn^Misals  he  is  to  make  us 
ia  the  close  of  his  yrotk  fcMr  the  increase  of  reve- 
Qoe.  The  greater  he  made  that  establishment, 
the  stranger  he  e3q>ected  to  stand  in  argument : 
bat,  whatever  he  expected  or  proposed,  he 
riKMiki  haye  stated  the  matter  fairly.  He  tells 
OS  that  this  establishment  is  near  £.1,600,000. 
more  than  it  was  in  1762,  1753,  and  other 
yean  of  peace.  This  he  has  done  in  his 
usual  manner,  by  asserti<m,  without  troubling 
himself  either  with  proof  or  probability.  For 
he  baa  not  given  us  any  state  of  the  peace  esta- 
blishment in  the  yeaiB  1763  and  1754,  the  time 
whidi  he  means  to  compare  with  the  present. 
As  I  am  oUiged  to  force  him  to  that  precision, 
from  which  he  always  flies  as  from  his  most 
dsagerous  enemy,  I  have  been  at  the  trouUe 
to  seardi  the  journals  in  the  period  between  the 
two  last  ware:  and  I  find  that  the  peace  esta- 
Idishment,  consisting  of  the  navy,  the  ordnance, 
ud  the  several  incidental  expenses,  amoimted 
to  £5,346,694.  Now  is  this  writer  wild 
eoougfa  to  imagine,  that  the  peace  establish- 
loent  of  1764  and  die  subsequent  years,  made 
up  for  the  same  articles,  is  £  .3,800,000.  and 
upwards?  His  assertion  however  goes  to  this. 
But  I  must  take  the  liberty  c^  correcting  him 
io  this  gross  mistake,  and  from  an  authority  he 
caoDot  refiise,  from  his  favourite  work,  and 
staudiog  authority,  the  Comiiderations.  We 
^  there,  p.  43,*  die  peace  establishment  of 
1764  and  1765  stated  at  £.3,609,700.  This  is 
Dcv  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  less  than 
that  given  in  The  State  of  the  Nation.  But 
even  from  this,  in  order  to  render  the  articles 
^ich  compose  the  peace  establishment  in  the 
two  periods  conespendent,  (for  otherwise  they 
c^onot  be  compareid,)  we  must  deduct  first,  hiJs 
articles  of  the  deficiency  of  land  and  malt,  which 
3°*(}unt  to  £.300,000.  They  certainly  are  no 
part  of  the  establishment ;  nor  are  they  included 


in  that  sum,  which  I  have  stated  above  for  the 
establishment  in  the  time  of  the  former  peace. 
If  they  were  proper  to  be  stated  at  all,  they 
ought  to  be  stated  in  both  accoimts.  Wc  must 
also  deduct  the  deficiencies  of  funds,  £.202,400. 
These  deficiencies  are  the  difference  between 
the  interest  charged  on  the  public  for  monies 
borrowed,  and  the  produce  of  the  taxes  laid  fi)r 
the  discharge  of  that  interest.  Annual  provi- 
sion is  indeed  to  be  made  for  them  by  parlia- 
ment: but  in  the  inquiry  before  us,  which  is  only 
what  charge  is  brought  on  the  public  by  inter- 
est paid  or  to  be  paid  for  money  borrowed,  the 
utmost  that  the  author  should  do,  is  to  bring 
into  the  account  the  full  interest  for  all  that 
money.  This  he  has  done  in  p.  16;  and  he 
repeats  it  in  p.  18,  the  very  page  I  am  now 
examining,  £.2,614,892.  To  comprehend  af- 
terwards in  the  peace  establishment  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  fund  created  for  payment  of  that 
interest,  would  bo  laying  twice  to  the  account 
of  the  war  part  of  the  same  sum.  Suppose  ten 
millions  borrowed  at  4  per  cent,  and  the  fimd 
for  payment  of  the  interest  to  produce  no  more 
than  £.200,000.  The  whole  annual  charge  on 
the  public  is  £.400,000.  It  can  be  no  more. 
But  to  charge  the  interest  in  one  part  of  the 
account,  and  then  the  deficiency  in  the  other, 
would  be  charging  £.600,000.  The  deficiency 
of  funds  must  therefore  be  also  deducted  from 
the  peace  establishment  in  the  Considerations ; 
and  then  the  peace  establishment  in  that  author 
will  be  reduced  to  the  same  articles  with  those 
included  in  the  sum  I  have  already  menti(med 
for  the  peace  establishment  before  the  last  war, 
in  the  year  1753,  and  1754. 

Peace  establishment  in  the  Consi- 
derations,     £.3,609,700 

Deduct  deficiency  of  land  and 
malt, 300,000 

Ditto  of  fimds     -    -    -    202,400 

602,400 


Navy 

Army 

Ordnance        .... 

The  four  American  governments 

Oeaeral  surveys  in  America    • 

FoundiiM;  Hospital 

To  the  African  committee 

For  the  civil  establishment  on  } 

the  coast  of  Africa  ) 

Militia 

Deficiency  of  land  and  malt 
Deficiency  of  funds 
IKxtraordinaries  of  the  army^ 

and  navy  ) 


I,4d0,900 

1,968,600 

174,600 

i9,aoo 

1,600 
88,000 
18,000 

5,500 

100,000 
800,000 
903,400 

35,000 


3,107,300 


Peace  establishment  before  the  late 
war,  in  which  no  deficiencies  of 
land  and  malt,  or  funds  are  in- 
cluded      2,346,594 


Difference  £.760,706 


Total  £  .3,609,700 


Being  about  half  the  sum  which  our  author  has 

been  pleased  to  suppose  it. 
Let  us  put  the  whole  together.  The 

author  states, 
Difference  of  peace  establishment 

before  and  since  the  war    -     -     1,500,000 
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InterMt  of  debt  contracted  by  the 


war 


The  real  difference  in 
the  peace  establish- 
ment is    -    -    -      -      700,706 

The  actual  interest  of 
the  funded  debt,  in- 
cluding that  charg- 
ed on  the  sinking 
fund     -     2,315,643 

The  actual  in- 
terest of  un- 
funded debt 
at  most,       160,000 

Total  interest  of  debt 
contracted  by  the 
war 2,476,642 


£^,614,892 
4,114,892 


Increase  of  peace  establishments, 
and  interest  of  new  debt,    -     - 


8,296,348 


Errour  of  the  author,  £  .878,544 
It  is  true,  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
have  been  found  considerably  greater  than  the 
author  of  the  Considerations  was  pleased  to 
foretel  they  would  be.  The  author  of  The  Pre- 
sent Stale  avails  himself  of  that  increase,  and, 
finding  it  suit  his  purpose,  sets  the  whole  down 
in  the  peace  establislunent  of  the  present  times. 
If  this  is  allowed  him,  his  errour  perhaps  may 
be  reduced  to  £.700,000.  But  I  doubt  the 
author  of  the  Considerations  will  not  thank  him 
for  admitting  £.200,000  and  upwards  as  the 
peace  establishment  for  extraordinaries,  when 
that  author  has  so  much  laboured  to  confine 
them  within  £35,000. 

These  are  some  of  the  capital  fallacies  of 
the  author.  To  break  the  thread  of  my  dis- 
course as  little  as  possible,  I  have  thrown  into 
the  margin  many  instances,  though  God  knows 
far  from  the  whole,  of  his  inaccuracies,  incon- 
sistencies, and  want  of  common  care.  I  think 
myself  obliged  to  take  some  notice  of  them,  in 
order  to  take  off  from  any  authori^  this  writer 
may  have ;  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  deference 
which  careless  men  are  apt  to  pay  to  one  who 
boldly  arrays  his  accounts,  and  marshals  his 
figures,  in  perfect  confidence  that  their  correct- 
ness win  never  be  examined.* 

*  Upon  the  money  borrowed  in  1760,  the  pre- 
mium of  one  per  cent,  was  for  21  years,  not  for 
520 ;  this  annuity  has  been  paid  eight  years  instead 
of  seven  ;  the  sum  paid  is  therefore  £.640,000 
Instead  of  560,000 ;  the  remainins  term  is 
worth  10  years  and  a  quarter  instead  ori  1  years  jf 

1  Sm  Snarl  and  DamoiTra. 


However,  for  argunoMit,  I  am  oonileBt  to 
take  his  state  of  it.  The  debt  was  and  is  enor- 
mous. The  war  was  expensive.  The  best 
oBOMioiny  had  not  perhaps  been  used.  But  I 
must  observe,  that  war  and  oeconomy  are  things 
not  easily  reconciled ;  and  that  the  attempt  of 
leaning  towards  parsimony  in  such  a  state  may 
be  the  worst  management,  and  in  the  end  the 
worst  oBconomy  in  the  world,  hazarding  the  total 
loss  of  all  the  charge  incurred,  and  of  every 
thing  akmg  with  it. 

"Bat  eid  bono  all  this  detail  of  oar  debt?  has 
the  author  given  a  single  light  towards  any 
material  reduction  of  it  ?  Not  a  glimmering. 
We  shall  see  in  its  place  what  sorted  thing  he 
proposes.  But  before  he  c<Hnmences  his  ope- 
rations, in  order  to  scare  the  public  imagina- 
tion, he  raises  by  art  magic  a  thick  mist  before 
oar  eyes,  through  which  glare  the  most  ghastly 
and  horrible  phantoms : 

Hunc  igitur  terrorem  animi  tenebrasque  ne- 

cesse  est, 
Non  radii  solis,  neque  lucida  tela  die! 
Discutiant,  sed  naturae  species  ratioque. 

Let  us  therefore  calmly,  if  we  can  ibr  the  fright 
into  which  he  has  put  us,  appreciate  those 

its   value  is   £.830,000  instead  of  £.880,000; 
and   the  whole   value   of  that    premium    is 
£.1,160,000,  instead  of  £.1,440,000.    The  Uke 
erronrs  are  observable  in  his  computation  on  the 
additional  capital  of  three  j9cr  cent,  on  the  loan 
of  that  year.    In  like  manner,  on  the  loan  of 
1762,  the  author  computes  on  five  years'  pay- 
ment instead  of  six  ;  and  says  in  express  terms, 
that  take  5  firom  19,  and  there  remains  13.  These 
are  not  errours  of  the  pen  or  the  "preaa  ;  the  se- 
veral  computations  pursued  in  this  part  of  the 
work  with  great  diligence  and  earnestness  prove 
them  errours  upon  much  deliberation.     Thus 
the  premiums  in  1759  are  cast  up  £.90,000  too 
little,  an  errour  in  the  first  rule  of  arithmetic. 
"  The  annuities  borrowed  In  1756  and  1759  are," 
says  he,  "  to  continue  till  redeemed  by  parlia- 
ment."    He  does  not  take  notice  that  the  first 
are  irredeemable  till  February  1771,  the  other 
tillJuly  1782.    In  this  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
miums Ir  computed  on  the  time  which  they  have 
run.    Weakly  and  ignorantly;  for  he  might 
have  added  to  this,  and  strengthened  his  argu- 
ment, such  as  it  is,  by  chargmg  also  the  value 
of  the  additional  one  per  cent,  from  the  day  on 
which  he  wrote  to,  at  least  that  day  on  which 
these  annuities  become  redeemable.    To  make 
ample  amends,  however,  he  has  added  to  the 
premiums  of  15  per  cent,  in  1759,  and  three 
per  cent,  in  1760,  the  annuity  paid  for  them 
since  their  commencement ;  the  fallacy  of  which 
is  manifest ;  for  the  premiums  in  these  cases 
can  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  additional 
capital  for  which  the  public  stands  engaged,  and 
is  just  the  same  whether  five  or  500  years'  an- 
nuity has  been  paid  for  it.    In  private  life,  no 
man  persuades  himself  that  he  has  borrowed 
£.300,  because  he  happens  to  have  paki  SO 
years'  interest  on  loan  of  £.100. 
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dreadfiil  and  defixmad  gorgoni  and  hydru, 
which  iobabtt  the  joyicM  regiom  of  an  imagi* 
Bttkn,  firuitful  in  nothing  but  the  prodnction 
ofmoDstera. 

His  whole  representatipn  is  founded  on  the 
suppoeed  operation  of  our  debt,  upon  our  nianu« 
Cacbiree,  and  our  trade.  To  this  cause  he 
attributes  a  certain  auppoeed  deamess  of  the 
neoeasaries  of  life,  which  must  con^>el  our 
manufacturers  to  emigrate  to  cheaper  countries, 
particularljr  to  France,  and  with  them  the  ma- 
no&ctare.  Thence  ccMisumption  declining, 
and  with  it  revenue.  He  will  not  permit  the 
teal  balance  of  our  trade  to  be  estimated  so 
highas£je,500,000;  and  the  interest  of  the 
debt  U>  foreigners  carries  off  £.1, £00,000 
of  that  balance.  France  is  not  in  the  same 
condition.  Then  fi^ow  his  wailings  and 
hmentings,  wfaidh  he  renews  over  and  over, 
according  to  his  custom— «  declining  trade, 
and  decreasing  specie — on  the  point  of  b^* 
conung  trifantary  to  France-M)f  losing  Iro- 
land—of  having  the  colonies  torn  away  from  us. 
The  first  thinff  upon  which  I  diall  observe  is,'*' 
what  he  takes  ror  granted  as  the  clearest  of  all 
propositions,  the  emigration  of  our  manufto- 
tures  to  France.  I  undertake  to  say  that  this 
assertion  is  totally  groundless,  and  I  challenge 
the  author  to  bring  any  sort  of  proof  of  it.  If 
living  is  cheaper  in  France,  that  is,  to  be  had 
fiv  less  specie,  wages  are  propCMrtionably  lower. 
No  monufiusturer,  let  the  living  be  what  it  will, 
was  ever  known  to  fly  tor  refuge  to  low  wages. 
Moneyis  the  ftstthingwhich  attracts  him.  Ac- 
cordingly our  wages  attract  artificers  firom  all 
parts  of  the  world.  From  two  shillings  to  <»e 
shilling,  is  a  fiill,  in  aB  men's  imaginations, 
which  no  caJculation  upon  a  difference  in  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  can  compensate. 
But  it  will  be  bard  to  prove,  that  a  French 
arUfieer  is  better  fed,  clothed,  lodged,  and 
wanned,  than  <me  in  England ;  for  that  is  the 
sense,  and  the  <»ily  sense,  of  living  cheaper, 
if,  in  truth  and  fact,  our  artificer  fares  as  well 
in  an  these  respects  as  oae  in  the  same  state  in 
France  ■■how  stands  the  matter  in  point  of 
opinion  and  prejudice,  the  springs  by  which 
people  in  that  class  of  life  are  chiefly  actuated? 
The  idea  of  our  common  pec^e,  concerning 
French  liring,  isdreadful ;  altogether  as  dread- 
fid  as  our  anchor's  can  possibly  be  of  the  state 
of  his  own  country ;  a  way  of  thinking  that 
wiU  baldly  ever  pre^^  on  them  to  desert  to 
Pruiea.t 

*P.ao,  81,  S3. 

fin  a  course  of  years  a  few  manufactu- 
rers  have  been  tempted  abroad,  not  by  cheap 
iving,  but  by  immense  premiums,  to  set  up  as 

Vol.  I.. 


But,  leaving  the  author's  speculations,  the 
fiu;t  is,  that  they  have  not  deserted ;  and  of 
course  the  manu&cture  cannot  be  departed,  or 
departing,  with  them.  I  am  not  indeed  able  to 
get  at  all  the  details  of  dur  manufactures; 
though,  I  think,  I  have  taken  full  as  much 
pains  for  that  purpose  as  our  autfa<Mr.  Some  I 
have  by  me ;  and  they  do  not  hitherto,  thank 
God,  support  the  author's  oomphiint,  imless  a 
vast  increase  of  the  quantity  of  goods  manu- 
iactured  be  a  proof  of  losing  the  manufacture. 
On  a  view  of  the  registers  in  the  west  riding  of 
Y(xk8hire,  for  three  years  before  the  war,  and 
for  the  three  last,  it  appears,  that  the  quanti- 
ties of  cloths  entered  were  as  follow: 


1762, 
1763, 
1764, 


Pieces  broad. 
60,724 
66,368 
66,070 


Pieces  narrow. 
72,442 
71,618 
72,384 


172,162 


216,464 


1766, 
1766, 
1767, 


Pieces 
broad. 
64,660 
72,676 
102,428 


S  years,  ending  1767,    -   229,663 
3  years,  ending  1764,   -    172,162 


Pieces 

narrow. 
77,419 
78,893 
78,819 

236,131 

216,464 


Increase,      67,611    -     18,677 


In  this  manner  this  capital  branch  of  manu- 
facture has  increased,  under  the  increase  of 
taxes ;  and  this  not  fimn  a  declining,  but  fixnn 
a  greatly  flourishing  period  of  commerce.  I 
may  say  the  same  on  the  best  authority  of  the 
fabric  c^  thin  goods  at  Halifaz ;  of  the  bays  at 
Rochdale ;  and  of  that  infinite  varie^of  a(fani- 
rable  manufactures  that  grow  and  extend  every 
year  among  the  spirited,  inventive,  and  enter* 
prising  traders  of  Manchester. 

A  trade  sometimes  seems  to  perish  when  it 
only  assumes  a  different  form.  Thus  the 
coarsest  wooUens  were  formerly  exported  in 
great  quantities  to  Russia.  The  Russians 
now  supply  themselves  with  these  goods.  But 
the  ezp<Nrt  thither  of  finer  cloths  luis  increased 
in  proportion  as  the  other  has  declined.  Pos- 
sibly some  parts  of  the  kingdcnn  may  have  feh 
something  like  a  languor  in  business.    Objects 

masters,  andto  inuroduce  the  manufacture.  This 
must  happen  in  every  country  eminent  for  the 
skill  of  Its  artificers,  and  has  nothing  to  do  wtlh 
taxes  and  the  price  cf  provisions. 
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like  trade  and  manufitcture,  whidi  the  reiy  temporary  excise  granted  in  ^  reign  of  ChaiiM 

attempt  to  confine  would  certainly  destroy,  fre*  the  Second,  whose  object  is  that  of  most  of  the 

qaently  change  their  place ;  and  thereby,  hx  new  impositions,  from  two  averages,  each  of 

from  being  lost,  are  oflen  highly  improved,  eight  years. 
Thus  some  manufactures  have  decayed  in  the 

west  and  south,  which  have  made  new  and  Average,  first  period,  eight  years  end- 
more  vigorous  shoots  when  transjdanted  into  ingl754,    .......    £.625,317 

the  north.    And  here  it  is  impossible  to  pass  Ditto,  seomd  period,  eight  years  end- 
by,  thon^  the  author  has  said  nothing  upon  it,  ing  1767,      .......      638^6^ 

the  vast  addition  to  the  mass  of  British  trade,  ._i_ 
which  has  been  made  by  the  improvement  of  Increase,  £.lS,gg5 
Scotland.  What  does  he  think  of  the  coa>-  ...^_ 
merce  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  of  the  manu-  I  have  taken  these  averages  as  including  in 
facturra  of  Paisley  and  all  the  adjacent  coun-  each  a  war  and  a  peace  period ;  the  first  be> 
try  ?  has  this  any  thing  like  the  deadly  aspect  fore  the  imposition  of  the  new  duties,  the  other 
and  fadea  Hippocratica  which  the  false  diag-  since  those  impositions  ;  and  such  is  the  stale 
noetic  of  our  state  (^ysician  has  given  to  our  of  the  oldest  branch  of  the  revenue  from  con- 
trade  in  general  ?  has  he  not  heard  of  the  iron  sumption.  Besides  the  acquisition  of  so  mudi 
works  of  such  magnitude  even  in  their  cradle  new,  this  article,  to  speak  of  no  other,  has 
which  are  set  up  on  the  Carrcm,  and  which  at  rather  increased  under  the  pressure  of  all  those 
the  same  time  have  drawn  nothing  from  Shef*  additional  taxes  to  which  the  author  is  pleased 
field,  Birmingham,  or  Wolverhampton?  to  attribute  its  destruction.    But  as  the  author 

This  might  perhaps  be  enough  to  shew  the  has  make  his  grand  effort  against  those  mode- 
entire  falsity  of  the  complaint  concerning  the  rate,  judicious,  and  necessary  levies,  which 
decline  of  our  manufactures.  But  every  step  support  all  the  dignity,  the  credit,  and  the 
we  advance,  this  matter  clears  up  more ;  and  power  of  his  country,  the  reader  will  excuse  a 
the  false  terrours  of  the  author  are  dissipated,  little  further  detail  on  this  subject ;  that  we 
and  fade  away  as  the  light  appears.  <<  The  may  see  how  little  oppressive  those  taxes  are 
trade  and  manufactures  of  this  country  (says  on  the  shoulders  of  the  public,  widi  which  he 
he)  going  to  ruin,  and  a  diminution  of  our  reve-  labours  so  earnestly  to  load  its  imagination. 
nuefrom  consumption  must  attend  the  loss  of  so  For  this  purpose  we  take  the  state  of  that  sp^ 
many  seamen  and  artificers."  Nothing  more  cific  article  upon  which  the  two  capital  Irar- 
true  than  the  general  observation :  nothing  thens  of  the  war  leaned  the  most  immediately, 
more  fabe  than  its  applicaticm  to  our  circum-  by  the  additional  duties  on  malt,  and  upon 
stances.  Let  the  revenue  cm  consumption  beer, 
apeak  fi>r  itself:  Barrels. 

Average  of  strong  beer,  brewed  in 

Average  of  net  excise,  since  the  new  eight  years  before  the  additi<mai 

duties,  three  years  ending  1767,  £.4,590,734  malt  and  beer  duties,      .    .    -    3,895,059 

Ditto  before  the  new  duties,  three  Average  ofstrongbeer,  eight  years 

years  ending  1759,    -    -    -    -    3,261,694        amce  the  duties, 4,060,726 

Average  increase,  £.1 ,329,040  Increase  in  the  last  period,      165,667 

Here  is  no  diminution.     Here  is,  on  the  Here  is  the  effect  of  two  such  daring  taxes 

contrary,  an  immense  increase.    This  is  ow-  as  Sd.  by  the  bushel  additional  on  malt,  and 

ing,  I  shall  be  told,  to  the  new  duties,  which  Ss.  by  the  barrel  additional  oa  beer.     Two 

may  increase  the  total  bulk,  but  at  the  same  impositions  laid,  without  remission  one  upon 

time  may  make  some  diminution  of  the  pro-  the  neck  of  the  other;  and  laid  upon  an  object 

duce  of  the  old.    Were  this  the  fact,  it  would  which  before  had  been  immensely  loaded.  They 

be  hr  from  supporting  the  author's  complaint,  did  not  in  the  least  impair  the  consumption:  it 

It  might  have  proved  Uiat  the  burthen  lay  rather  has  grown  under  them.    It  appears  that,  upon 

too  heavy ;  but  it  would  never  prove  that  the  the  whole,  the  people  did  not  feel  so  much  in- 

rmenuefrom  consumption  was  impaired,  which  convenience  fitun  Uie  new  duties  as  to  oUige 

it  was  his  business  to  do.   But  what  is  the  real  them  to  take  refuge  in  the  private  brewery, 

fact  ?  Let  us  take,  as  the  best  instance  for  the  duite  the  contrary  happened  in  both  these 

purpose,  the  produce  of  the  old  heredttaiy  and  respects  in  the  reign  of  King  William ;  and  it 
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opened  from  much  slighter  impositions.*  jKMts  was  between  44  and  45  millions.    In  the 

'  Unpeople  can  I<Hig  ccnsume  a  commodity  for  three  years  preceding  the  war,  it  was  no  more 

Mhicfa  they  are  not  well  abte  to  pay.    An  than  from  35  to  36  millions.    The  average 

enlightened  reader  laughs  at  the  inconsistent  balance  of  the  former  period  was  £.3,706,000; 

ehimera  of  our  anthor,  of  a  people  universally  of  the  latter,  something  above  four  millions.  It 

kxorious,  and  at  the  same  time  oppressed  with  va  true,  that  whilst  ^e  impressions  of  the 

tues  and  declining  in  trade.    For  my  part,  I  author's  destructive  war  continued,  our  trade 

euDot  look  on  these  duties  as  the  author  does,  was  greater  than  it  is  at  present.    One  of  the 

Be  aees  nothing  but  the  burthen.    I  can  per-  necessary  consequences  of  the  peace  was,  that 

eiive  the  burthen  as  well  as  he ;  but  I  cannot  France  must  gradually  recover  a  part  of  those 

■void  contemplating  also  the  strength  that  sup-  markets  of  which  she  had  been  originally  in 

ports  it.    From  thence  I  draw  the  most  com-  possession.    However,  after  all  these  deduo- 

firtaUe  assurances  of  the  future  vigour,  and  tions,  still  the  gross  trade  in  the  worst  year  of 

Ihe  ample  resources,  of  this  great  misrepre-  the  present  is  better  than  in  the  best  year  of 

Mated  country ;  and  can  never  prevail  on  my-  any  former  period  of  peace.    A  very  great 

•etf  to  make  complaints  which  have  no  cause,  part  of  our  taxes,  if  not  the  greatest,  has  been 

■I  order  to  raise  hopes  which  have  no  founda-  imposed  since  the  beginning  of  the  century.  On 

tion.  the  author's  principles,  this  continual  increase 

When  a  representation  is  built  on  truth  and  of  taxes  must  have  ruined  our  trade,  or  at  least 

Htnre,  one  member  supports  the  other,  and  entirely  checked  its  growth.    But  I  have  a 

■ntnal  li^ts   are  given  and    received  from  manuscript  of  Davenant,  which  contains  an 

every  part.     Thus,  as  our  manufacturers  have  abstract  of  our  trade  for  the  years  1703  and 

■oC  deserted,  nor  the  manufacture  left  us,  nor  1704 ;   by  which  it  appears,  that  the  whole 

die  consumption  declined,  nor  the    revenue  export  from  England  did    not   then    exceed 

mik;  so  neither  has  trade,  which  is  at  once  £.6,552,019.     It  is  now   considerably  more 

Ifae  result,  measure,  and  cause  of  the  whole,  in  than  double  that  amount.    Yet  England  viras 

be  least  decayed,  as  our  author  has  thought  then  a  rich  and  flourishing  nation. 

proper  sometimes  to  affirm,  constantly  to  sup-  The  author  endeavours  to  derogate  from  the 

poee,  as  if  it  were  the  most  indisputable  of  all  balance  in  our  favour  as  it  stands  on  the  en- 

propositicms.    The  reader  will  see  below  the  tries,  and  reduces  it  from  four  millions  as  it 

BQoiparative  state  of  our  tradef  in  three  of  the  there  appears  to  no  more  than  £.2,500,000. 

beet  years  before  our  increase  of  debt  and  His  observation  on  the  looseness  and  inaccu- 

tuee,  and  with  it  the  three  last  years  since  the  racy  of  the  export  entries  is  just ;  and  that  the 

■dior^  date  of  our  ruin.  errour  is  always  an  errour  of  excess,  I  readily 

In  the  last  three  years  the  whole  of  our  ex-  admit.    But  because,  as  usual,  he  has  wholly 

omitted  some  very  material  facts,  his  conclusi(m 

*  Although  the  public  brewery  has  consider-  is  as  erroneous  as  the  entries  he  complains  of. 

lUy  increased  in  this  latter  period,  the  pro-  On  this  point  of  the  custom-house  entries  I 

Ince  of  the  malt  lax  has  been  something  leas       ,„       ^       e       u    ♦•  !♦  rri.- :»-«^ 

than  in  ihe  former  j  this  cannot  be  attributed  to  ^^^  "^^  a  few  observations.   1st,  The  inao- 

Ow  new  malt  tax.    Had  this  been  the  cause  of  curacy  of  these  entries  can  extend  only  ta 

dM  lessened  consumption,  the  public  brewery,  Free  Goods,  that  is,  to  such  British  products 

-    much  more  burthened,  must  have  felt  it  ^nd  manufactures,   as  are  exported  without 

■—     The  cause  of  this  dimmiuion  of  the  malt  '                     '^ 


tax,  I  uke  to  have  been  principally  owing  to  drawback  and  without  bounty  ;  which  do  not 

the  greater  dearness  of  corn  in  the  second  pe-  in  general  amount  to  more  than  two-thurds  at 

riod  than  in  the  first,  whicii,  in  all  its  conse-  the  very  utmost  of  the  whole  export  even  <^ 

loences,  affected  the   peonle  in  the  country  ^^  f^^^  products.    The  valuable  articles  of 

■vch  more  than  those  m  the  towns.    But  the  iC    i    ♦u       u         u-v^ ^    ....... 

revenue  from  consumption  was  not  on   the  co™»  ™^^'    leather,  hops,  beer,  and    many 

ivliole  impaired,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  fore-  others,  do  not  come  under  this  objection  of  m- 

foin^  page.  accuracy.  The  article  ofCERTincATS  Goods 

t  Total  imports,  value.  Exports,  ditto 

1733.       -     £.7,889,369       -     £.11,694,912  1764.       -      £.10,319,946      -    £.16,164,683 

1753.  -          8,625,039       -          13,243,604  1765.       -          10,889,742        -        14,650,607 

1754.  -          8,093,472        -          11,787,828  1766.       -          11,475,823        -        14,034,964 


Total,        £.24,607,870       -         35,726,344             Total,          £.32,685,613       -  44,740,003 
24,607,870                                   32,685,618 

Exports  exceed  unports,    11,118,474                                 Exports  exceed,  12,054,490 

Medium  balance,  £.8,706,158  .    Medium  balance  for  8  last  years,  £.4,0td,l6» 
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r»-eiportod,  a  vut  branch  of  our  oommerce,  beneficial  branch  of  commerce?  BOthing  Imi. 
admits  of  no  errour,  (except  some  smaller  Examine  our  imports  from  thence ;  it  Boenf, 
frauds  which  cannot  be  estimated,)  as  they  upon  this  vulgar  idea  of  exports  and  unports,  to 
have  all  a  drawback  of  duty,  and  the  exporter  turn  the  balance  against  you.  But  your  ex- 
must  therefore  correctly  specify  their  quantity  ports  to  Newfoundland  are  your  own  goods, 
and  kind.  The  author  therefore  is  not  wai^  Your  import  is  your  own  food ;  as  much  yoor 
ranted  from  the  known  errour  in  some  of  the  own,  as  that  you  raise  with  your  pkH^^  outof 
entries,  to  make  a  general  defaloatiim  from  the  your  own  soil;  and  not  your  loss,  but  yoor 
whole  balance  in  our  favour.  This  errour  mm ;  your  riches,  not  your  pover^.  But  flo 
cannot  affect  more  than  half,  if  so  much,  of  the  udlacious  is  this  way  of  judging,  that  neil^Mr 
export  article.  2dly,  In  the  account  made  up  the  export  nor  import,  nor  botib  together,  supply 
at  the  iniqpector  general's  office,  they  estimate  any  idea  approaching  to  adequate  tii  tw 
only  the  original  cost  of  British  products  as  branch  o£  business.  The  vessels  in  that  trade 
they  are  here  purchased ;  and  on  foreign  goods,  go  straight  from  Newfoundland  to  the  foreijpi 
only  the  prices  in  the  country  from  whence  market;  and  the  sale  there,  not  the  uapott 
they  are  sent.  This  was  the  method  esta-  here,  is  the  measure  of  its  value.  Thattrade^ 
blished  by  Mr.  Davenant;  and,  as  far  as  it  which  is  one  o£  your  greatest  and  best,  is 
goes,  it  certainly  is  a  good  one.  But  the  hardly  so  much  as  seen  in  the  custtnn-hoase 
profits  (rf'the  merchant  at  home,  and  of  our  &o  entries;  and  it  is  not  x^  less  annual  value  to 
tories  abroad,  are  not  taken  into  the  account:  this  nation  than £.400,000.  6thly,  The  quali^ 
which  profit  on  such  an  immense  quantity  of  of  your  imports  must  be  considered  as  weU  as 
.  goods  exported  and  re-e3q>orted  cannot  fail  of  the  quantity.  To  state  the  whole  of  the  foreign 
being  very  great:  five  per  cent,  upon  the  whole,  import  at  h8»t  is  exceedingly  absurd.  AH  the 
I  should  think  a  very  moderate  allowance.  3dly,  iron,  hemp,  flax,  cotton,  Spanish  wo<d,  raw 
It  does  not  comprehend  the  advantage  arising  silk,  woollen  and  linen  yam,  which  we  iaqp<xt, 
from  the  employment  of  600,000  tons  of  ship-  are  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  the  matter 
ping,  which  must  be  paid  by  the  foreign  coo-  6C  a  merely  luxurious  consumption ;  which  is 
sumer,  and  which^  in  many  bulky  articles  of  the  idea  too  generally  and  loosely  annexed  to 
commerce,  is  equal  to  the  value  (rf*  the  cc«nmo-  our  import  article.  These  above-mentioned 
dity.  This  can  scarcdy  be  rated  at  less  than  are  materials  of  industry,  not  of  luxury,  which 
a  million  annually.  4thiy,  The  whole  imp(Mt  are  wrou^t  up  here,  in  many  instances,  to  ten 
from  Ireland  and  America,  and  fit>m  the  West  times,  and  more,  of  their  original  value.  Evoi 
Indies,  is  set  against  us  in  the  ordinary  way  of  where  they  are  not  subservient  to  our  exporta, 
striking  a  balance  of  imports  and  exports;  they  still  add  to  our  internal  wealth,  wfaidi 
whereas  the  import  and  export  are  both  our  consists  in  the  stock  of  useful  commodities,  as 
own.  This  is  just  as  ridiculous,  as  to  put  much  as  in  gcAd  and  silver.  In  looking  over 
against  the  general  balance  o£  the  nation,  how  the  specific  articles  of  our  export  and  import,  I 
nuich  more  goods  Cheshire  receives  from  have  often  been  astonished  to  see  (or  how  mall 
London,  than  London  from  Cheshire.  The  a  part  of  the  supply  of  our  consumption,  either 
whole  revolves  and  circulates  through  this  luxurious  or  convenient,  we  are  inddMed  to 
kingdom,  and  is,  so  far  as  it  regards  our  profit,  nations  prop^ly  foreign  to  us. 
in  the  nature  of  home  trade,  as  much  as  if  the  These  consi<terations  are  entirely  passed 
several  countries  of  America  and  Ireland  were  over  by  the  author;  they  have  been  but  too 
all  pieced  to  Cornwall.  The  course  of  exchange  much  neglected  by  most  who  have  speculated 
with  all  these  places  is  fully  sufficient  to  de-  on  this  subject.  But  they  ou^t  never  to  be 
monstrate  that  this  kingdom  has  thewhde  ad-  <xnitted  by  those  who  mean  to  come  to  any 
vantage  of  their  commerce.  When  the  final  thing  like  the  true  state  of  the  British  tr«de. 
profit  upon  a  whole  system  of  trade  rests  and  They  compensate,  and  they  more  than  con- 
centers in  a  certain  place,  a  balance  struck  in  pensate,  every  thing  which  the  author  can  cut 
that  place  merely  on  the  mutual  sale  of  com-  off  with  any  a{>pearance  dC  reaaoa  for  the  over- 
modities  is  quite  fallacious.  5thly,  The  cus-  entry  of  British  goods ;  and  they  restore  to  us 
tom-house  entries  furnish  a  most  defective,  and  that  balance  of  four  millions,  vdiidi  the  author 
indeed  ridiculous  idea,  cf  the  most  valuable  has  thought  proper  on  such  a  very  poor  and 
brandi  of  trade  we  have  in  the  world,  that  with  limited  comprehension  of  th©  object  to  r^uce 
Newfoundland.     Observe  what    you   export  to  £.2,600,000. 

thither;  a  little  spirits,  provision,  fishing  lines.        In  general  this  author  is  so  circumstanced, 

and  fishing  hooks.    Is  this  eBBport  the  true  idea  that  to  support  his  theory  he  is  obliged  to  a»- 

of  the  Newfoundland  trade  in  the  light  of  a  sume  his  facts :  aqd  th^,  if  you  allow  his 
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fan,  ibey  wfSt  not  support  his  oooohnionsi. 

Whtf  if  ail  he  says  of  the  state  of  this  balance 

mn  kf»  ?  did  not  the  same  objections  always 

fie  to  emtom-hoose  entries  ?  do  &ey  de&lcate 

man  from  die  entries  of  1766  than  fitMn  those 

tf  1754?  If  they  prove  as  rained,  we  were 

ihvays  mined.     Some  rarens   have  always 

indeed  croaked  oat  this  kind  of  song.    They 

kf«  a  maUgnaat  deli|^  in  presaging  nii»- 

dkie^  when  diey  are  not  employed  in  doing 

k:  thej  are  mnerable  and  disappointed  at 

eicffy  instance  of  the  pid>lic  prosperity.    They 

sftnookoB  like  the  malevolent  being  of  the 

poet: 


"Trfconlda  consplcit  arcem 


JmboUb,  opibiuiqua,  et  NMta  pace  vlrentem ; 
YaBQM  tense  lacrymaa  quia  nil  lacrymabile 
cemiL 

It  is  in  this  ^iritthat  some  have  locked  upon 
Aose  accidents  that  cast  an  occasional  dan^ 
opoa  trade.  Their  imaginations  entail  iheae 
accidents  upoD  as  in  perpetuity.  We  have 
had  some  bad  harvests.  This  most  very  dis- 
adrantageously  afiect  the  balance  of  trade, 
ad  die  navigation  of  a  people,  so  large  a  part 
cf  whoae  commerce  is  in  grain.  Bat,  in 
knowing  the  cause,  we  are  moraOy  certain, 
(hat,  according  to  the  coarse  of  events,  it  can- 
not k»g  nAsist.  In  die  tivee  last  years,  we 
have  ezporled  scarcely  any  grain;  in  good 
years,  tlsat  export  hath  been  worth  twelve  hun- 
(kedthotaand  pounds  and  more;  in  the  two 
lait  years,  fkr  from  exporting,  we  have  been 
to  import  to  die  amount  perhaps  <^  our 
exportatiott.  So  that  in  thb  article  the 
DOst  be  £j!,000,000  against  us ;  that 
ii,  one  million  in  the  ceasing  of  gain,  the  other 
ia  the  increase  of  expenditore.  Blit  none  ef 
the  andior's  promises  or  iMPOjeets  ooold  have 
prevented  this  miafortone ;  and,  tfaoric  God,  we 
do  not  want  him  or  them  to  relieve  us  from  it; 
ahfaoo^,  if  his  friends  should  now  come  into 
power,  I  doubt  not  bat  they  will  be  ready  to 
take  credit  fcr  any  increase  of  trade  or  excise 
that  may  arise  from  the  happy  circumstance 
of  a  good  harvest 

This  connects  with  his  loud  laments  and 
Bwlaacfaoly  prognostieatioOB  eonceming  the 
fai^  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  the 
products  of  labour.  With  all  his  others,  I 
deny  diis  fact;  and  I  again  call  upon  him  to 
prove  it.  Take  average  and  not  accident,  die 
grand  and  first  necessary  of  life  is  cheap  in 
dus  country;  toad  tiiM  too  as  weighed,  not 
against  Miour,  whidi  is  its  true  counterpoise, 
bat  against  money.  I>oes  he  call  the  price  of 
wheat  «l  dus  day,  hotwm»  S^and  lOrfiUinigs 


per  quartM"  in  London,  dear?^  He  most  knoir 
that  fiiel  (an  object  of  die  highest  order  m  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  of  the  first  necessi^  in 
almost  every  kind  of  manufacture)  is  in  many 
of  oar  provinces  dieaper  than  in  any  part  of 
the  globe.  Meat  is  on  the  whole  not  exceiK 
sively  dear,  whatever  its  price  may  be  at  par- 
ticular times  and  fitMn  paiticular  accidents.  If 
it  has  had  any  thing  like  an  uniform  rise,  diis 
eitfianoem«it  may  easily  be  proved  not  to  be 
owing  to  the  increase  of  taxes,  but  to  aniform 
increase  of  consonqition  and  e-money.  Dimi* 
nish  the  latter,  and  meat  in  your  markets  wfll 
be  sufficiently  cheap  in  account,  but  mudh 
dearer  in  effect:  because  fewer  will  be  in  a 
condition  to  buy.  Thus  your  apparent  plen^ 
will  be  real  indigence.  At  presoot,  even 
under  temporary  disadvantages,  the  use  of  flesh 
is  greater  here  than  any  where  else ;  it  is  coo- 
tinned  without  any  interruption  of  Lents  or 
meagre  days ;  it  is  sustained  and  growing  even 
with  the  increase  of  our  taxes.  But  somd 
have  the  art  of  converting  even  the  signs  of 
national  proi^eri^  into  symptoms  of  decay 
and  ruin.  And  our  author,  who  so  loudly  dis- 
claims popularity,  never  fails  to  lay  hold  of 
the  most  vulgar  popular  prejudices  and  1m>> 
raours,  in  hopes  to  captivate  the  crowd.  Even 
those  peevish  dispositions  which  grow  out  of 
some  transitory  siiSering,  those  passing  clouds 
which  float  in  our  changeable  atmosphere; 
are  by  him  industriously  figured  into  frightful 
shapes,  in  order  first  to  terrify  and  then  to 
govern  the  populace. 

It  was  not  enou^  for  the  audior's  purpose  to 
give  this  false  and  discouraging  picture  of  the 
state  of  his  own  country.  It  did  not  fulfy 
answer  his  end,  to  exaggerate  her  burthens,  to 
depreciate  her  successes,  and  to  vilify  her  cha- 
racter. Nothing  had  been  d(Hie,  unless  the 
situation  of  France  were  exalted  in  proportion 
as  that  of  England  had  been  abased.  The 
reader  will  excuse  the  citation  I  make  at 
length  firom  his  book;  he  out-does  himsdf 
vapaa  this  occasion.  His  confidence  is  indeed 
unparalleled,  and  altogether  of  the  heroic  cast: 

"  If  our  rival  nations  were  in  the  same  cir- 
cumstances with  otvselves,  the  augmentation 
of  our  taxes  vxndd  produce  no  ill  conaequenoea: 
if  we  were  obliged  to  raise  our  prices,  they 
must,  fi-om  the  same  causes,  do  the  like,  and 
could  take  no  advantage  by  under-selling  and 
ander-working  us.  But  the  alarming  consider- 
ation to  Grreat  Britain  is,  Aat  France  is  net 
in  Vie  same  condition.    Her  distresses,  during 

'''  It  is  dearer  !n  some  places,  and  radker 
cheaper  in  others ;  bat  k  must  soon  OX  corns  to 
a  level. 
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the  war,  were  great,  but  they  were  immediate ; 
her  want  of  credit,  as  has  been  said,  compelled 
her  to  impoverish  her  people,  by  raising  the 
greatest  part  of  her  supplies  within  the  year ; 
but  the  burthens  she  imposed  on  them  toere,  in  a 
great  measure^  temparcay^  and  must  be  greatly 
diminished  by  a  few  years  of  peace.  She  could 
procure  no  considerable  loans,  therefore  she 
has  mortgaged  no  such  oppressive  taxes  as  those 
Great  Britain  has  imposed  in  perpetuity  far 
payment  of  interest.  Peace  must,  therefore, 
soon  re-establish  her  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, especially  as  the  comparative  lightness 
of  taxes,  and  the  cheapness  of  living,  in  that 
country,  must  make  France  an  asylum  for 
British  manufacturers  and  artificers/'  On 
this  the  author  rests  the  merit  of  his  whole 
■ystem.  And  on  this  point  I  will  join  issue 
with  him.  If  France  is  not  at  least  in  the 
some  conditionj  even  in  that  very  condition 
which  the  author  falsely  represents  to  be  ours, 
if  the  very  reverse  of  his  proposition  be  not 
true,  then  I  will  admit  his  State  of  the  Nation 
to  be  just;  and  all  his  inferences  from  that 
state  to  be  logical  and  conclusive.  It  is  not 
stH^rising,  that  the  author  should  hazard  our 
opinion  of  his  veracity.  That  is  a  virtue  on 
which  great  statesmen  do  not  perhaps  pique 
themselves  so  much :  but  it  is  somewhat  extra- 
ordinary, that  he  should  stake  on  a  very  poor 
calculation  of  chances,  all  credit  for  care,  for 
accuracy,  and  for  knowledge  o(  the  subject  of 
which  he  treats.  He  is  rash  and  inaccurate, 
because  he  thinks  he  writes  to  a  public  igno- 
rant and  inattentive.  But  he  may  find  himself 
in  that  respect,  as  in  many  others,  greatly  mis- 
taken. 

In  order  to  contrast  the  light  and  vigorous 
condition  of  France  with  that  of  England, 
weak,  and  sinking  under  her  burthens,  he  states 
in  his  tenth  page,  that  France  had  raised 
je.50,314,378  tjterling  by  taxes  wUhin  the  several 
y/iars  from  the  year  1756  to  1762  both  inclusive. 
An  Englishman  must  stand  aghast  at  such  a 
representation:  To  find  France  able  to  raise 
within  the  ye^  sums  litde  inferiour  to  aH  that 
we  were  able  even  to  borrow  on  interest  with  all 
the  resources  of  the  greatest  and  most  esta- 
blished credit  in  the  world !  Europe  was  filled 
with  astonishment  when  they  saw  England 
borrow  in  one  year  twelve  millions.  It  was 
thought,  and  very  justly,  no  small  proof  of  na- 
tional strength  and  financial  skill,  to  find  a  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  this  sum. 
The  interest  of  this,  computed  with  the  one  per 
cent,  annuities,  amounted  only  to  £.600,000  a 
year.  This,  I  say,  w^s  thought  a  surprising 
effort  even  of  credit.    But  this  author  talks,  as 


oTa  thing  not  worth  proving,  and  bat  just  irorth 
observing,  that  France  in  one  year  raised  rat- 
teen times  that  sum  without  borrowing,  and 
continued  to  raise  sums  not  far  from- equal  to  it 
for  several  years  together.  Suppose  some  Jacob 
Henriques  had  proposed,  in  the  year  17&,  to 
prevent  a  perpetual  charge  on  the  nation  by 
raising  ten  miUionsvrithin  the  year.  He  would 
have  been  considered,  not  as  a  handi  finander, 
who  laid  a  heavy  hand  on  the  pubUc ;  but  as 
a  poor  visionary,  who  had  run  mad  oo  siqiplies 
and  taxes.    They  who  know  that  the  whde 
land  tax  of  England,  at  4s.  in  the  pound,  raises 
but  two  millions ;  will  not  easily  apprehend  thit 
any  such  sums  as  the  author  has  ccmjored  up 
can  be  raised  even  in  the  most  <^ulent  nations. 
France  owed  a  large  debt,  and  was  encumbered 
with  heavy  establishments,  before  that  war. 
The  author  does  not  formally  deny  that  she  bof' 
rowed  something  in  every  year  of  its  caoHi- 
nuance;   let  him  produce  the  funds  far  this 
astonishing  annual  addition  to  all  her  vast 
preceding  taxes,  an  additicm  equal  to  the  whole 
excise,  customs,  land  and  malt  taxes  of  En^and 
taken  together. 

But  what  must  be  the  reader's  astcmishment, 
perhaps  his  indignation,  if  he  should  find  that 
this  great  financier  has  fallen  into  the  most  un- 
accountable of  all  errours,  no  less  an  errour  than 
that  of  mistaking  the  identical  sums  borrmoed 
by  FVance  upon  interest^  far  S!uppfies  raised 
within  the  year.  Can  it  be  conceived  that  any 
man  only  entered  into  the  first  rudiments  of 
finance  should  make  so  egregious  a  Uunder; 
should  write  it,  should  print  it ;  should  carry  it 
to  a  second  editicm :  should  take  it  not  coUater- 
ally  and  incidentally,  but  lay  it  down  as  the 
corner-stone  of  his  whde  system,  in  such  an 
important  point  as  the  coo^parative  states  <^ 
France  and  England  ?  3ut  it  will  be  said,  that 
it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  ill-informed.  Not 
at  all.  A  man  of  any  loose  general  knowledge, 
and  of  the  most  ordinary  sagacity,  never  ccniki 
have  been  misinformed  in  so  gross  a  manner; 
because  he  would  have  immediately  rejected  so 
wild  and  extravagant  an  account^ 

The  fact  is  this :  the  credit  of  France,  bad 
as  it  might  have  been,  did  enable  her  (not  to 
raise  within  the  year)  but  to  borrow  the  very 
sums  the  author  mentions;  that  is  to  say, 
1,106,916,261  livres,  making,  iq  the  author's 
computation,  £.50,314,378.  The  credit  of 
France  was  low ;  but  it  was  not  annihilated. 
She  did  not  derive^  as  our  author  chooses  to 
assert,  any  advantages  firom  the  debility  o€  her 
credit.  Its  consequence  was  the  natural  one: 
E^e  borrowed;  but  lEAie  b(Mrrowed  iqxxi  had 
terms,  indeed  on  the  most  esirtHtant  OBury. 
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Ib  sp«akiiig  of  a  foreign  revenue,  the  very  Every  body  knows  that  the  principal  of  the 

pretence  to  accuracy  would  be  the  most  inao-  debt  is  but  a  name ;  the  interest  is  the  (Mily  thing 

curate  thing  in  the  world.    Neither  the  author  ^ich  can  distress  a  nation.    Take  this  idea, 

nor  I  can  with  certain^  authenticate  the  infbr-  whidi  will  not  be  disputed,  and  compare  the 

inati(Hi  we  ccxnmunicate  to  the  public,  nor  in  interest  paid  by  England  with  that  paid  by 

an  afiair  of  eternal  fluctuation  arrive  at  per-  France: 

feet  exactness.    AU  we  can  do,  and  this  wo  interest  paid  by  France,  funded  and 

maybee^jectedtodo,  istoavoidgrosserrouTB  unfunded,  for  perpetuity  or  on 

and  blunders  of  a  capital  nature.    We  cannot  u^^g^  ^^r  the  tax  of  10  per  cent.  £.6,600,000 

order  the  proper  ofliccr  to  lay  the  accounts  Interest  paid  by  England,  as  stated 

before  the  house.    But  the  reader  must  judge  by  the  author,  p.  27    -    -    -    -£.4,600,000 

on  the  probability  of  the  accounts  we  lay  before  

hino.    The  author  speaks  of  France  as  raising  interest  paid  by  France  exceeds 

her  supplies  for  war  by  taxes  within  the  year ;  ^^^     y  ^^  England    -     -    -    .1,900,000 
and  of  her  debt,  as  a  thing  scarcely  wwthy  of 

notice.    I  affirm  that  she  borrowed  large  sums  The  author  cannot  complain,  that  I  state  the 

in  every  year ;  and  has  thereby  accumulated  an  interest  paid  by  England  as  too  bw.    He  takes 

immense  debt.    This  debt  continued  after  the  it  himself  as  the  extremest  term.  Nobody  who 

war  infinitely  to  embarrass  her  affairs ;  and  to  knows  any  thing  of  the  French  finances  will 

find  some  means  for  its  reduction  was  then  and  affirm  that  I  state  the  interest  paid  by  that 

has  ever  since  been  the  first  object  of  her  poli-  kingdom  too  high.   It  might  be  easily  proved  to 

cy.    But  ^le  has  so  little  succeeded  ii>all  her  amount  to  a  great  deal  more :  even  Uiis  is  near 

efibrts,  that  the  perpetual  debt  of  France  is  at  two  millions  above  what  is  paid  by  England, 

this  hour  little  short  of  £.100,000,000.  sterling;  There  are  three  standards  to  judge  of  the 

and  she  stands  charged  with  at  least  40,000,000  good  conditions  of  a  nation  with  regard  to  its 

of  English  pounds  <hi  life-rents  and  tontines,  finances.    1st,  The  relief  of  the  people.    2d, 

The  annuities  paid  at  this  day  at  the  Hotel  de  The  equality   of  supplies  to  establishments. 

ViBc  of  Paris,  which  are  by  no  means  her  sole  Sd,  The  state  of  public  credit.    Try  France  on 

payments  of  that  nature,  amount  to  139,000,000  all  these  standards. 

of  livres,  that  is,  to  6,318,000  pounds ;  besides  Although  our  author  very  liberally  adminis- 

hUiets  au  porteuTj  and  various  detached  and  ters  relief  to  the  people  of  France,  its  govem- 

unfimded  dd!>ts,  to  a  great  amount,  and  which  ment  has  not  been   altogether  so  gracious, 

bear  an  interest.  Since  the  peace,  she  has  taken  off  but  a  single 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  the  interest  payable  vingHemef  or  shilling  in  the  pound,  and  some 

on  her  debt  amounted  to  upwards  of  seven  mil-  small  matter  in  the  capitation.  But,  if  the  gov- 

tions  sterling.    M.  de  la  Verdy,  the  last  hope  emment  has   relieved  them  in  one  point,  it 

of  the  Frendi  finances,  was  called  in,  to  aid  in  has  only  fourthened  them  the  more  heavily  in 

the  reduction  of  an  interest,  so  light  to  our  au-  another.    The  TaiUe,*  that  grievous  and  de- 

thor,  so  intolerably  heavy  upon  those  who  are  structive  imposition,  which  all  their  financiers 

to  pay  it.     After  many  unsuccessful  efforts  lament,  without  being  able  to  remove  oe  to 

towiEmls  reccMiciling  arbitrary  reduction  with  replace,  has  been  augmented  no  less  than  six 

public  credit,  he  was  obliged  to  go  the  plam  millions  of  livres,  or  270,000  pounds  English. 

high  road  of  power,  and  to  impose  a  tax  of  10  A  further  augmentation  of  this  or  other  duties 

per  cent,  upon  a  very  great  part  of  the  capital  is  now  talked  of;  and  it  is  certainly  necessary 

debt  of  that  kingdom ;  and  this  measure  of  pre-  ;to  their  affairs:  so  exceedingly  remote  from 

sent  ease,  to  the  destruction  of  future  credit,  either  truth  or  verisimilitude  is  the  author's 

produced  about  £.500,000  a  year  which  was  amazing  assertion,  that  tiie  burthens  of  France 

carried  to  their  Caiae  cPamortissement  or  sink-  in  the  war  were  in  a  great  meaeure  temporary^ 

ing  fund.    But  so  unfaithfully  and  unsteadily  omd  must  be  greatly  diminished  by  a  few  yean 

has  this  and  all  the  other  articles  whidi  compose  of  peace. 

that  fund  been  applied  to  their  purposes,  that  In  the  next  place,  if  the  people  of  France 

they  have  given  the  state  but  very  little  even  of  are  not  lightened  of  taxes,  so  neither  is  the 

presoit  reli^,  since  it  is  known  to  the  whole  state  disburthened  of  charges,    I  speak  from 

world  that  she  is  behindhand  on  every  one  of  very  good  information,  that  the  annual  income 
her  establishments.   Since  the  year  1763,  there 

hjsbeennooperaUonrfanyconseqi^^^^^  ^  A  tax  rated  by  the  intendant  In  each  gene- 

Frendi  finances :  and  m  this  enviable  condition  y^lity  on  the  presumed  fortune  of  every  person 

is  France  at  present  with  regard  to  her  debt,  below  the  degree  of  a  gentleman. 
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«f  ilntfialeHftttkisdaTaOBiaiaoiorKvra,     «f  France  aarrB  in  the  army  on  rery  iMer 
0r  £.1 .350,000  ateriipg.  Aort  of  a  pgonsioo  far     pay,  aad  to  die  ottor  rain  of  their  fortunes;  li 
ikeir  ordinarT  peace  cstabUifaiDeBt ;  so  far  are     ifaoae  who  are  not  noUe,  have  their  lands  hoa* 
they  from  the  atten^a  or  erea  hope  to  dt»-     vfly  taxed.    Doea   he    not   know  diat  wins, 
charge  any  pan  of  the  capital  of  their  eaor-     brandy,  8oa|»,  candka,  leather,  salt>petre,  §■»• 
BBoosdebt.    Indeed  under  such  extreme  strait-     powder,  are  taxed  in  France?    Has  be  not 
neas  and  distraction  labours  the  whole  body  of     heaid  that  goremment  in  France  has  msde  t 
their  finances,  so  &r  does  dieir  charge  outran     monopoly  oif  tfiat  great  artide  of  soft  ?  tkst 
their  supply  in  erery  particular,  that  no  man,     they  cnnpri  the  people  to  take  a  certain  qon* 
I  beUere,  who  has  considered  their  affiurs  with     tity  of  it,  and  at  a  certain  rate,  both  rate  tnd 
any  degree  of  attention  or  infarmation,  but     quantity  fixed  at  the  arbitrary  pleasure  of  i» 
must  hourly  look  for  some  extraordinary  con-     hnposer  ?^  that  they  pay  in  France  the  2\dir, 
vtibion  in  that  whole  system;  the  eiktX  of     an  arbitrary  imposition  on  presumed  {m^)ei^1 
which  on  France,  and  eren  on  all  Europe,  it  is     that  a  tax  is  laid  in  &ct  and  name,  on  the  sanM 
difficuh  to  conjecture.  arhterary  standard,  upon  the  aoquisiticns  of 

In  the  third  point  of  view,  their  credit.  Let  their  mAatry?  aiad  that  in  France  a  heavy 
the  reader  cast  his  eye  on  a  table  of  the  price  capOataon-laar  is  also  paid,  fixmi  the  hi^iest  to 
of  French  funds,  as  they  stood  a  few  weeks  the  very  poorest  sort  of  people?  have  wetues 
ago,  compared  with  the  state  of  some  of  our  of  such  wei^tt,  or  any  thing  at  all  of  the  ooah 
l^igltsh  stocks,  even  in  their  present  low  oon-  pulsion,  in  the  article  of  aaU?  do  we  pay  asj 
ditMn:  loiUa^e,  any  faeml^-ta*,  any  mduttnf'Uia?  <k» 

we  pay  any  captfcition  far  whatsoever?  I  be- 
lieve the  people  of  London  wouki  fidl  into  an 
agony  to  \mUx  of  such  taxes  proposed  upon 
£em  as  are  paid  at  Paris.  Thete  is  not  a 
sin^  article  of  provision  far  man  or  beast, 
whKfa  enters  that  great  city,  and  is  not  ezcised; 
com,  hay,  meal,  butcher's-meat,  fish,  fowls, 
every  thhig.  I  do  not  here  mean  to  caaaxre 
the  policy  ^  taxes  laid  on  the  consumption  of 
great  luxurious  cities.  I  rally  state  the  &ct 
This  state  ofdie  funds  of  France  and  Eng-  We  shouki  be  with  difficulty  brought  to  hear 
land  is  sufficient  to  convince  even  prejudice  of  a  tax  of  50s.  upon  every  ox  sold  in  Smitb- 
and  obstinacy,  that  if  France  and  F.nghnd  are  fiekL  Tet  this  tax  is  paid  in  Paris.  Wine, 
not  in  the  same  condition  (as  the  author  die  lower[sort  of  wine,  little  better  than  Elnglish 
affirn»  they  are  not)  the  difference  is  infinitely  small  beer,  pays  2d.  a  botde.  We  indeed  tax 
to  the  disadvantage  of  France.  This  depre-  oar  beer :  bat  the  imposition  on  small  beer  is 
ciation  of  their  funds  has  not  much  the  air  of  very  far  firom  heavy.  In  no  part  of  F.n^and 
a  nation  lightening  burthens  and  discharging  are  eatables  of  any  kind  the  ol^ect  of  taxatioB. 
debts.  In  almost  every  othor  country  in  Europe  they 

Such  is  the  trae  comparative  state  of  the  are  excised,  more  or  less.  I  have  by  me  the 
two  kingdoms  in  those  capital  points  of  view,  state  of  the  revenues  <£  many  of  the  principal 
Now  as  to  the  nature  of  the  taxes  which  pro-  nations  on  the  continent;  and,  on  conif>aring 
vide  for  this  debt,  as  well  as  for  their  ordinary  them  with  ours,  I  think  I  am  fairly  warranted 
establishments,  the  auth<x-  has  thought  proper  to  assert,  thatEngland  is  the  mostlightly  taxed 
to  affirm  that  ''they  are  comparatively  Ught;"  of  any  of  the  great  states  of  Europe.  They 
that  "  she  has  mcnrtgaged  no  such  oppressive  whose  unnatural  and  sulla[i  joy  arises  fixxn  a 
taxes  as  ours :"  his  efirMitery  <«  this  head  is  contemplation  of  the  distresses  q£  their  coun- 
intolerable.  Does  the  author  recollect  a  single  try,  will  revolt  at  this  position.  But  if  I  am 
tax  in  England  to  which  something  parallel  in  called  upon,  I  will  prove  it  beycmd  all  possibi- 
nature,  and  as  heavy  in  burthen,  does  not  exist  U^  o£  dispute;  even  though  this  {Mroof  should . 
in  France ;  does  he  not  know  that  the  lands  of  deprive  these  gentlemen  of  the  singular  satis- 
the  noblesse  are  still  under  the  load  of  the 

greater  part  of  the  old  feudal  charges,  fi-om  *  Before  the  war  it  was  sold  to,  or  rather  forced 
which  the  gentry  of  England  have  been  relieved  on,  the  consumer  at  11  sous,  or  about  6d.  the 
for  upwards  of  100  years,  and  which  were  in     Bp"nd- What  U  is  at  present,  I  am  not  infbnned. 

!_:  J  11       1.  Ji  1 *u  Even  this  will  appear  no  trivial  imposition.    In 

kmd,  as  weU  as  burthen,  much  worse  than  our  London,  salt  may  be  had  at  a  penny  tohinc  per 
modern  land  tax  ?  Besides  that  all  the  gentry    pound  from  the  last  retailer. 


nuvcH. 

5  ptT  CtHtm       •        -        -        . 

4  per  eenl.  (nut  taxed) 

5  ptr  oenL  ditto    •    - 

.  63. 
57. 
4». 

BRITISH. 

Bank  ttoAj  5i   -    - 
4  per  cent.  cons.    -    - 
3  per  oenL  cons.    -    - 

159. 
100. 

88. 
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Actkm  of  ooDskiering  their  oountrf  u  undone ;  pinited  uiUtion.    It  if  tonetbing  tfant  rays 

and  though  the  best  civil  govenuDent,  the  best  out  of  darkness,  and  inqiireB  notbii^  but  gloom 

constituted,  and  the  best  managed  revenue  that  and  melancholy.    Meii  in  this  deplorable  state 

ever  the  world  beheld,  should  be  thoroughly  of  mind,  find  a  oomfbit  in  spreading  the  con- 

▼indicated  finom  their  perpetual  damours  and  lagion  of  their  spleen.    They  find  an  adran- 

oooqilaints.    As  to  our  neii^bour  and  rival  tags  too ;  for  it  is  a  general  popular  emur  to 

France,  in  addition  to  yrbat  I  have  here  sn^  imagine  the  loudest  oomphuners  for  the  puMic 

gested,  I  say,  and  when  the  au&or  dioases  fiot^  to  be  the  most  anxious  ^  its  welfiure.   fifsuch 

mally  to  deny,  I  shall  formally  prove  it,  that  poisons  can  answer  the  ends  of  rdief  and  profit 

hersidtjectspaymore  than EngbuDd,  on  acorn-  to  tfaemsdvee,   th«y  are  apt  to  be  careless 

putation  of  the  wealth  of  both  countries ;  that  enoo^  about  either  the  means  or  the  oonse- 

her  taxes  are  dknto  injudiciously  and  more  quences. 

oppressively  imposed ;  more  vexatiously  ooV*  Whatever  this  oomplaioant's  motives  may 
lec^;  come  in  a  snwUer  proportion  to  the  be,  the  effects  can  by  no  possibility  be  other 
royal  cofiera,  and  are  less  applied  by  far  to  the  than  those  M^ich  he  so  stnxiglyi  and  I  hope 
public  service.  I  am  not  <»ie  of  those  who  truly,  disclaims  all  intention  of  producing.  To 
diooee  to  take  the  author^s  word  for  this  ha|^  verify  this,  the  reader  has  only  to  ccmsider  how 
and  flourishing  condition  of  the  French  finances,  dreadful  a  picture  he  has  drawn  in  his  92d  page 
rather  than  attend  to  the  changes,  the  violent  of  the  state  of  this  kingdom ;  such  a  picture  as, 
pusdies  and  the  despair  of  all  her  own  financiers.  I  believe,  has  hardly  been  applicable,  without 
Does  he  choose  to  be  referred  for  the  easy  and  8(xne  exaggeratkm,  to  the  most  degenerate  and 
faaf^y  condition  of  die  mtyect  in  France  to  the  undone  commonwealth  that  ever  existed.  Let 
remooBtrances  of  their  own  pariiaments,  written  this  view  of  things  be  compared  with  the  pros- 
with  such  an  eloquence,  feeling,  and  energy  as  pect  of  a  remedy  whidi  be  proposes  in  the  page 
I  have  not  seen  exceeded  in  any  other  writings^  directly  opposite  and  the  subsequent.  I  believe 
The  author  may  say,  their  complaints  are  ei^  no  man  living  codd  have  imagined  it  possiUle, 
aggerated,  and  the  efiedsof  foction.  I  answer,  except  for  the  sake  of  burlesquing  a  subject,  to 
that  they  are  the  representations  of  numerous,  proipoBe  remedies  so  ridiculously  disprc^rtioi^ 
grave,  and  most  respectable  bodies  of  men,  ate  to  the  evil,  so  fiill  of  uncertainty  in  their 
Vfoa  the  affairs  of  their  own  oountiy.  But,  operation,  and  depending  for  their  success  in 
lowing  that  discontent  and  faction  may  per-  eveiy  step  upon  the  happy  event  of  so  many 
vert  the  judgment  of  such  venerable  bodies  in  new,  dangerous,  and  visionary  projects.  It  is 
France,  we  have  as  good  a  ri^t  to  suppose  not  amiss,  that  he  has  thought  proper  to  give 
that  the  same  causes  may  fiiJl  as  probably  have  tfie  puUic  s<xne  little  notice  of  what  they  may 
produced  finm  a  private,  however  respectable  expect  from  his  fiiends,  when  our  affiiirs  riiaA 
person,  that  fii^tful,  and,  I  trust  I  have  riiewn  be  committed  to  their  management.  Let  us 
groundless  representation  of  our  own  affairs  in  see  how  the  accounts  of  disease  and  remedy  are 
En^and.  balanced  in  his  State  of  the  Nation.  In  the 
The  andior  is  so  conscious  of  the  dangerous  first  place,  on  the  side  of  evils,  he  states,  "  an 
effects  of  that  representation,  that  he  thinks  it  impoverished  and  heavily  bnrthened  public.  A 
necessary,  and  veiy  necessary  it  is,  to  guard  declining  trade  and  decreasing  specie.  The 
against  them.  He  assures  us,  "  that  he  has  power  d[  the  crown  never  so  much  extended 
not  made  that  display  of  the  difficulties-«f  his  over  the  great;  but  the  great  without  influence 
eountry,  to  expose  her  counsels  to  the  ridicule  over  the  k>wer  sort.  Piurliament  losing  its  re- 
of  other  states,  or  to  provoke  a  vanquished  verence  with  the  people.  The  voice  of  the 
enemy  to  insult  her;  nor  to  excite  the  pe<^e's  multitude  set  up  against  the  sense  of  the 
mge  against  their  govemours,  or  siidE  them  into  legislature;  a  people  luxurious  and  licen- 
a  despondency  of  the  puUic  welfare.'*  I  rea-  tious,  impatient  of  rule,  and  despising  all  au- 
dily  admit  this  ^lology  for  his  intentions.  God  thority.  Grovemment  relaxed  in  every  sinew, 
forbid  I  should  think  any  man  capable  of  enter-  and  a  corrupt  selfish  spirit  pervading  the  whole, 
taining  so  execrable  and  senseless  a  design.  An  (pinion  of  many,  that  the  fiHrm  of  govem- 
The  true  cause  (^  his  drawing  so  shocking  a  ment  is  not  worth  contending  for.  No  attacb- 
picture  is  no  more  than  this ;  and  it  ought  ment  in  die  bulk  of  the  people  towards  the  cour 
rather  to  claim  our  pity  than  excite  our  indig-  stitution.  No  reverence  for  the  customs  of  our 
nation ;  he  finds  himself  out  of  power ;  and  this  ancestors.  No  attachment  but  to  private  inter- 
condition  is  intolerable  to  him.  The  same  sun  est,  nor  any  zeal  but  for  sdfish  gratifications, 
whicb  gilda  all  nature,  and  exhUantea  the  Trade  and  manufactures  going  to  ruin.  Great 
whole  creation,  does  not  shine  upon  disap-  Britain  in  danger  of  becoming  tributary  to 


1^  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PRESENT 

France,  and  the  descent  of  the  crown  dependent  This  estimate  which  he  gives,}  is  the  great 
on  her  pleasure.  Ireland,  in  case  of  a  war,  to  groundwork  of  his  plan  for  the  national  redemp- 
become  a  prey  to  France ;  and  Great  Britain,  ti<» ;  and  it  ought  to  be  well  and  firmly  laMJ, 
unable  to  recover  Ireland,  cede  it  by  treaty,  or  what  must  become  of  the  superstructure? 
(the  author  never  can  think  of  a  treaty  without  One  would  have  thought  the  natival  method  in 
making  cessions,)  in  order  to  purchase  peace  a  plan  of  reformation  would  be,  to  take  the 
Sat  herself.  The  colonies  left  exposed  to  the  present  existing  estimates  as  they  stand;  and 
ravages  of  a  domestic,  or  the  conquest  of  a  then  to  show  what  may  be  practicably  and 
loreign  enemy." — Gloomy  enough,  God  knows,  safely  de&lcated  from  them.  This  wouM,  I 
The  author  well  observes,*  thai  a  mind  not  say,  be  the  natural  course ;  and  what  woidd  be 
totally  devoid  of  feeling  cannot  look  upon  such  a  expected  from  a  man  of  business.  But  this 
prospect  without  horrour  ,*  and  an  heart  capable  author  takes  a  very  differoit  method.  For  the 
qf  humanity  must  be  unable  to  bear  its  descrip-  ground  of  his  speculation  ci  a  pres«it  peace 
Aon.  He  ought  to  have  added,  that  no  man  of  establishment,  he  resorts  to  a  former  specula- 
common  discretion  ought  to  have  exhibited  it  tion  of  the  same  kind,  which  was  in  the  mind 
to  the  public,  if  it  were  true ;  or  of  common  of  the  minister  of  the  year  1764.  Indeed  it 
honesty,  if  it  were  false.  never  existed  any  where  else.§     "  The  |dan," 

But  now  for  the  comfort ;  the  day-star  which  says  he,  with  his  usual  ease,  "  has  been  al- 
ia to  arise  in  our  hearts ;  the  author's  grand  ready  formed,  and  the  outline  drawn,  by  the 
scheme  for  totally  reversing  this  dismal  state  administration  of  1764.  I  shall  attempt  to 
<^  things,  and  making  us  *'  happy  at  home  and  fill  up  the  void  and  obliterated  parts,  and  trace 
respected  abroad,  formidable  in  war  and  flourish-  its  operation.  The  standing  expense  (rf*tfae 
ing  in  peace.^f  present  (his  projected)  peace  establishment. 

In  this  great  work  he  proceeds  with  a  facility  improved  by  the  experience  of  the  two  last  yearSj 

equally  asUxiishing  and  pleasing.    Never  was  may  be  thus  estimated  f*  and  he  estimates  it  at 

financier  less  embarrassed  by  the  burthen  of  £3,468,161. 

establishments,  or  with  the  difficulty  of  finding  Here  too  it  would  be  natural  to  expect  some 
ways  and  means.  If  an  establishment  is  reasons  for  condemning  the  subsequent  actual 
troublesome  to  him,  he  lops  olT  at  a  stroke  just  establishments,  which  have  so  much  trans- 
as  much  of  it  as  he  chooses.  He  mows  down,  gressed  the  limits  of  his  plan  of  1764,  as  well 
without  giving  quarter,  or  assigning  reason,  as  some  arguments  in  favour  of  his  new  pro- 
army,  navy,  ordnance,  ordinary,  extraordina-  ject ;  which  has  in  some  articles  exceeded,  in 
ries ;  nothing  can  stand  before  him.  Then,  others  fallen  short,  but  on  the  whole  is  much 
when  he  comes  to  provide,  Amalthea's  horn  is  below  his  old  one.  Hardly  a  word  on  any  of 
in  his  hands ;  and  he  pours  out  with  an  inex-  these  points,  the  only  points  however  diat  are 
haustible  boun^,  taxes,  duties,  loans,  and  in  the  least  essentisd ;  for  unless  you  assign 
revenues,  without  uneasiness  to  himself,  or  rneasons  for  the  increase  or  diminution  ai  the 
burthen  to  the  public.  Insomuch  that,  when  several  articles  of  public  charge,  the  playing  at 
we  consider  the  abundance  of  his  resources,  establishments  and  estimates  is  an  amusement 
we  cannot  avoid  being  surprised  at  his  extra-  of  no  higher  order,  and  of  much  less  ingenuity, 
ordinary  attention  to  savings.  But  it  is  all  the  than  Questions  and  ammandsy  or  IVhat  is  my 
exuberance  of  his  goodness,  thought  like?    To  bring  more  distinctly  under 

This  book  has  so  much  of  a  certain  tone  of  the  reader's  view  this  author's  strange  method 

power,  that  one  would  be  almost  tempted  to  of  proceeding,  I  will  lay  before  him  the  three 

think  it  written  by  some  person  who  had  been  schemes ;  viz.  the  idea  of  the  ministors  in  1764, 

high  in  office.    A  man  is  generally  rendered  the  actual  estimates  of  the  two  last  years  as 

somewhat  a  worse  reasoner  for  having  been  given  by  the  author  himself,  and  lastly  the  new 

a  minister.    In  private,  the  assent  of  listening  project  of  his  political  millennium ; 

and  obsequious  friends ;  in  public,  the  venal  _ 

cry  and  prepared  vote  of  a  passive  senate,  con-  "^^  ^  establishment  for  1764, 

firm  him  in  habits  of  begging  the  question  with  ^  .^^  Considerations,  p.  4S,     *jE3,e09,700 

impunity,  and  asserting  without  thinking  him-  Medium  of  1767  and  1768,  as 

self  obliged  to  prove.    Had  it  not  been  for  ^y  ^^^®  ^  ^^  Nation,  p.  29 

some  such  habits,  the  author  could  never  have  ^^^  30,        -        -        -        -        3,919,376 

expected  that  we  should  take  his  estimate  for  a  ^'^^^nt  peace  establishment,  as 

peace  establishment  solely  on  his  word. 

}P.  33.  §P.  83. 

_                               _  II  The  figures  in  the  Considerationa  are  wronc 

♦  P-  31.                       t  P'  33.  east  up ;  it  should  be  £.8,608  700. 
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bj  die  project  ia  State  of  the  Still,  however,  his  present  establiahmeat 
Natkm,  p.  S8,  -  -  -  £3,466,161  differs  from  its  arche^rpe  of  1764,  by  being. 
It  s  not  from  any  thing  our  anther  has  any  ^«>"«*^  "^^^  "»  particular  parts,  upon  the 
iHieie  said,  that  you  are  enabled  to  find  the  ^^^^  **^'  £.141,000  smaller.  It  is  improved, 
sound,  much  less  the  justification,  of  the  im-  ^«  '®^  ^*  ^7  *^«  experience  of  the  two  last 
maat  difference  between  these  several  sys-  7®*"-  ^^  ^^^  ^a^e  concluded  that  the 
tenv:  you  must  compare  them  yourself,  article  P®**^  establishment  of  these  two  years  had 
bv  vtide ;  no  very  pleasing  employment,  by  ^  ^^ss  than  that  of  1764,  in  order  to  suggest 
the  way,  to  compare  the  agreement  or  disa.  f^  *®  ^^^^"^  h."  improvements,  which  enabled 
peement  of  two  chimeras.  I  now  only  speak  him  to  reduce  it.  But  how  does  that  turnout? 
flf  the  comparison  of  his  own  two  projects.  As  Peace  establishment||  1767  and 
to  the  latter  of  them,  it  differs  from  the  former,  1768,  medium,  £.3,919,376 
by  having  some  of  the  articles  diminished,  and  Ditto,  estimate  in  the  Considei> 
others  increased.*  I  find  the  chief  article  of  ations,  for  1764,  3,609,700 
rednction  arises  fitm  the  smaller  deficiency  of  ^— __^ 
knd  and  malt,  and  of  the  annuity  funds,  which  Difference  £  .309,676 
he  brings  down  to  £.296,561  in  his  new  esti-  A  vast  increase  instead  of  diminution.  The 
mate,  from  £.602,400,  vdiich  he  had  allowed  experience  then  of  the  two  last  years  ought 
for  those  articles  in  the  Considerations.  With  naturally  to  have  given  the  idea  of  an  heavier 
ioB  reduetionf  owing,  as  it  must  be,  merely  to  a  establishment ;  but  this  writer  is  able  to  dimi- 
naller  defici«icy  of  funds,  ho  has  nothing  at  nish  by  increasing,  and  to  draw  the  effects  of 
ill  to  do.  It  can  be  no  woik  and  no  merit  of  subtraction  from  the  operations  of  addition, 
his.  But  with  regard  to  the  increaaej  the  mat-  By  means  of  these  new  powers,  he  may  cen- 
ter is  very  different.  It  is  all  his  own ;  the  tainly  do  whatever  he  pleases.  He  is  indeed 
pnUic  is  loaded  (for  any  thing  we  can  see  to  moderate  enough  in  the  use  of  them,  and 
the  contrary)  entirely  groHa,  The  chief  arti-  condescends  to  settle  his  estaUishments  at 
des  of  the  increase  are  on  the  navy,t  and  on  £3,468,161  a  year. 

the  army  and  ordnance  extraordinaries ;  the  However,  he  has  not  yet  done  with  it ;  he 

navy  being  estimated  in  his  State  of  the  .A/a-  has  further  ideas  of  saving,  and  new  resources 
Am  £JBOjOOO  a  year  more,  and  the  array  and 

Qidnance  extraordinaries  £.40,000  more,  than  that  he  cannot  abide  by  the  plan  of  the  Consl- 

1    .    J  ^1 . » ,.  x^  «ii^„  fiv.  ♦k.»^  ;«  ♦!.«»  derations  in  tliis  point,  nor  is  he  willing  wholly 

he  had  thought  proper  to  aUow  for  them  m  tliat  ^^  ^j^^  j^  „p     g  J^^^  ^'„  enormous  difference  as 

estimate  in  hw  Consideroftons,  which  he  makes  that  between  £.33,000  and  £.300,000  puts  him 

Ae  foondatioD  of  his  present  project.    He  has  to  a  stand.    Should  he  adopt  the  latter  plan,  of 

livea  no  sort  of  reason,  stated  no  sort  of  ne-  increased  expense,  he  must  then  confess  that  he 

^  '^  -^                          »                                 .  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  eeregiously  trifled 

eessity,  for  this  addiUonal  allowance,  either  in  ^-^^^^  ^^^  p„^,jj^. .  ^j  ^^^^  ^^^^  jj^^g  ^jj  ^^^^  f^j^,^ 

Am  one  article  or  the  other.    What  is  still  promises  of  reduction  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

Urooter,  he  admits  that  his  allowance  for  the  If  he  stuck  to  the  £.35.000,  he  was  sure  that 

irn^and  ordnance  extras  is  too  great,  and  e^ery  one  must  expect  from  him  some  account 

^  --»                                   n^^j^^l .+  how   this  monstrous  charge  came  to  continue 

expreasly  refers  you  to  the    Connderatuma.l  ^^^^  gj^^.^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^y^^^  ■^^  ^^  ^.j^^jy  u^ne- 

where,  &r  (irom  giving  £.75,000  a  year  to  that  cessary ;  how  all  those  successions  of  ministers 

the  State  of  the  Nation  has  done,  (his  own  included)  came  to  pay  it,  and  wh^  his 


the  author  apprehends  his  own  scanty  provi-  er^Jt  friend  in  Parliament   and  his  partisans 

•    ~««~»  »KK    ^    ,     ,     -    ^             •  J      ui  Without  doors,  came  not  to  pursue  to  rum,  at 

8100  of  £55,000  to  be  by  far  too  considerable,  jgj^gt  j^  ^jg,  shame,  the  authors  of  so  ^ound- 

sod  thinks  it  may  well  admit  of  further  reduo-  less  and  scandalous  a  profusion.    In  this  strait 

tion8.6     Thus,  according  to  his  own  princi-  he  took  a  middle  way  ;  and,  to  come  nearer  the 

nl—  tk;.  «*••»  ««w.nnofni<it  fallfi  into  ft  vicioufl  '^^l  ^tale  of  the  service,  he  outbid  the  Consi- 

ples,  this  great  oeconomist  tails  mto  a  vicious  ^^^^^^        ^^  one  stroke.  £.40,000  ;  at  the  same 

prodigality ;  and  is  as  tar  m  his  estimate  from  ji^e  he  hints  to  you,  that  you  may  expect  some 

a  consistency  with  his  own  principles  as  with  benefit  also  from  the  original  plan.    But  the 

the  real  nature  of  the  services.  author  of  the  Considerations  will  not  suffer  him 

to  escape  it.    He  has  pinned  him  down  to  his 

*  Considerations,  p.  43.    State  of  the  Nation,  £.35,000:  for  that  is  the  sum  he  has  chosen, 

p.  82.  not  as  wnat  he  thinks  will  probably  be  requir- 

t  Ibid.  ibid.                                t  P*  ^4.  ed,  but  as  making  the  most  ample  allowance  for 

\  The  author  of  the  State  of  the  Nation,  p.  every  possible  contingency.    See  that  author, 

»4,  informs  us,  that  the  sum  of  £.75,000,  allow-  p.  42  and  43.                         .      .            v      -• 

ed  by  him  for  the  extras  of  the  army  and  ord-  ||  He  has  done  great  injustice  to  the  esta- 

oai.ce,  is  far  Jess  than  was  allowed  for  the  same  blishment  of  1768 ;  but  I  have  not  here  time  for 

•errice  in  the  years  1767  and  1769.    It  is  so  un-  this  discussion ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  this  argu- 

doubted  ly,  ana  by  at  least  £.900,000.    He  sees  ment. 
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of  ref?eiiiM.  These  additknial  saviDgi  are 
principany  two :  Ist,  It  is  to  be  hoped^*  sajihe, 
that  the  sum  of  £.260,000  (whidi  in  the  eeti- 
mate,  he  aOows  for  the  deficiency  of  huMl  and 
mah)  wiU  be  less  by  £^7,924.t 

td,  That  the  sum  of  £  .20,000  allowed  for  the 
Foundling  Hospital,  and  £.1,800  for  Ameri- 
can iorveys,  will  soon  cease  to  be  necessary, 
as  the  senrices  will  be  completed. 

What  follows  with  regard  to  the  resources,! 
u  very  well  worthy  the  reader's  attention. 
"Of  this  estimate,"  says  he,  **  upwards  of 
£.300,000  will  be  fiy  the  plantation  service; 
and  that  sum,  I  hope j  the  people  of  Ireland  and 
the  colonies  might  be  induced  to  take  ofi*  Great 
Britain,  and  defray  between  them,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  £.200,000  by  the  colonies,  and 
£.100,000  by  Ireland." 

Such  is  the  whole  of  this  mighty  scheme. 
Take  his  reduced  estimate,  and  his  further  re- 
ductions, and  bis  resources  all  together,  and 
the  result  wUl  be ;  He  will  certaittb/  lower  the 
provision  made  for  the  navy.  He  wiU  cut  off 
largely  (God  knows  what  or  how)  from  the 
army  and  ordnance  extraordioaries.  He  may 
beeapededto  cutoffmore.  He  Acpet  that  the 
deficiencies  on  land  and  malt  will  be  less  than 
UBoal ;  and  he  hope$  that  America  and  Ireland 
might  be  itidueed  to  take  off  £.300,000  of  our 
annual  charges. 

If  any  of  tiieseH(^es,  Mights,  Insmuations, 
Expectations  and  Inducements,  should  &il  him, 
there  will  be  a  formidable  gaping  breach  in  his 
whole  project.  If  all  of  &em  should  fail,  he 
has  left  the  nation  without  a  glimmering  of 
hope  in  this  thick  night  of  terrours  whidi  he 
has  thought  fit  to  spread  about  us.  If  every  one 
of  them,  which,  attended  with  success,  would 
signify  any  thing  to  our  revenue,  can  have  no 
effect  but  to  add  to  our  distractions  and  dangers, 
we  shall  be  if  possible  in  a  still  worse  condition 
from  his  projects  of  cure  than  he  represents  us 
hem  our  original  disorders. 

*  P.  34. 

\  In  making  up  this  accorxnt,  he  falls  into  a 
surprising  errour  of  arithmetic.  '*  The  defi- 
ciency of  the  land  tax  in  the  year  1754  and 
1755,*  when  it  was  at  2s.  amounted  to  no  more, 
on  a  mediutn,  than  £.49,373 ;  to  which,  if  we 
add  half  the  «#m,  it  will  give  us  £.79,05aa9  the 
peace  deficiency  at  3«. 

Total,  -  .  .  £.4»,S73 

Add  the  half,  •  .  34,086 

£.74,ess 
Which  he  makes  £.79,098.  This  is  indeed  in 
disfavour  of  his  argument  j  but  we  shall  see  that 
he  has  ways,  by  other  errours,  of  reimbursing 
hlmselC 
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Before  we  examine  into  the  coMeyiates  of 
these  schemes,  and  the  probability  ti  Ihtm 
savings,  let  us  suppose  them  ail  real  and  al 
safe,  and  then  see  what  it  is  they  amoiint  to, 
and  how  he  reasooa  on  them : 


Deficiency  on  land  and  malt, 
less  by  .        -        - 

Foundling  Hospital 
American  surveys,      - 


£37,000 

30fiOO 

1,800 


This  is  the  amount  of  the  only  artides  of 
saving  b»  qtecifiea;  and  yet  he  chooaea  to 
assert  *'  (hat  we  may  venture  on  the  credit  of 
them  to  reduce  the  standing  expenses  of  the 
estimate  (firoai£ .3,4*8,161)  te£.3,300,fl00;"§ 
that  is,  for  a  saving  of  £.68,000,  he  is  not 
ashamed  to  ii^e  credit  for  a  defalcatian  fixxn 
his  own  ideal  estabbshment  in  a  sum  of  no 
less  than  £.168,161 1  Suppose  eren  that  we 
were  to  take  up  the  estimate  of  the  Consider- 
ati<»is,  (whidi  is  however  abandoned  in  the 
State  of  the  Nation,)  and  reduce  his  £.76/)00 
extraordinaries  to  the  original  £J^fiOO,  stiE 
all  these  savings  joined  together  give  as  but 
£.98,800;  that  is,  near  £.70,000  abort  of  the 
cre^t  he  caUs  for,  and  for  which  he  has  neither 
given  any  reason,  nor  furnished  any  data  wbaJb- 
soever  for  othons  to  reason  upon. 

Such  are  his  savings,  as  operating  on  his 
own  projectof  a  peace  nrtablishmenL  Let  us 
now  consider  theon  a»  they  affect  the  existing 
establishment  and  our  actual  servioes.  He  teOs 
US,  the  sum  allowed  w  his  estimate  for  the 
navy  is  "  £.69,321  lesa  than  the  grant  for  thai 
service  in  1767;  but  in  that  grant  £.90,000 
was  induded.  for  the  purchase  ol  hemp,  and  a 
saving  of  about  £.25,000  was  nude  in  that 
year."  The  author  has  got  some  secret  in 
aritbnetie.  These  two  sums  put  together 
amount,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  computing,  to 
£.56,000,  and  not  to  £.69,321.  On  what  prin- 
ciple has  he  chosen  t»  take  credit  for  j&J4,S21 
more?  Te  yfbeJL  this  strange  inaoeuracy  is 
owing,  I  cannot  posaMy  comprehend  ;  nor  is  it 
veiQr  material,  where  the  logic  is  so  bad,  and 
the  poh(^  so  enreneoua,  wheter  the  anthmetic 
be  just  or  otherwise.  But  in  a  scheme  for 
making  this  nation  "  happy  at  home  and  re- 
spected abroad,  formidable  in  war  and  fioorish- 
ing  in  peace,"  it  is  surely  a  little  unfortunate 
for  us,  that  he  haa  picked  out  the  Navyi,  m  the 
very  first  object  of  his  eBConominal  eapen- 
ments.    Of  afl  the  public  services,  that  of  the 
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nurj  is  tks  OM  in  which  tamperiiig  may  be  of  the  effect  of  leaieiiing  the  bill  for  extraordi- 

ifat  peatert  danger,  which  can  worst  be  sufH  naries,  which,  if  not  this  year,  yet  in  the  next 

plied  upon  an  emergency,  and  of  which  any  we  must  certainly  feel.     Care  has  not  been 

bakn  (faawa  after  it  the  longest  and  heaviei^  wanting  to  introduce  csconomy  into  that  part 

train  of  consequences.    I  am  far  from  saying,  of  the  service.    The  author's  great  friend  has 

tbit  this  or  any  service  ought  not  to  be  con-  made,  I  admit,  some  regulations ;  his  imme- 

daeied  with  oBcooomy.    But  I  will  never  suffer  diata  successors  have  made  more  and  better. 

&0  Bscred  name  of  ceconomy  to  be  bestowed  This  part  will  be  handled  more  ably  and  more 

opoo  arbitrary  defieilcatiaii  of  diarge.    The  minutely  at  another  time:  but  no  one  can  cut 

author  tdls  us  himself, ' '  that  to  suffer  the  navy  down  this  bill  of  extraordinaries  at  his  pleasure, 

to  rot  in  harbour  for  want  of  repairs  and  ma-  The  author  has  given  us  nothing,  but  his  word, 

rinoi,  would  be  to  invite  destruction.^'  It  would  for  any  certain  or  oonsideraUe  reduction ;  and 

be  ao.    When  the  author  talks  therefore  of  this  we  ought  to  be  the  more  cautious  in  taking, 

wrings  on  the  navy  estimate,  it  is  incumbent  as  he  has  promised  great  savings  in  his  Con^ 

OB  him  to  let  UB  know,  not  v/hat  sums  he  will  sideratiotu,  which  he  has  not  chosen  to  abide 

oa  offf  biA  what  brandi  of  that  service  he  by  in  his  State  of  the  Notion, 

dieaiB  superfluooB.    Instead  o^  putting  us  off  On  this  head  also  of  the  American  extraor- 

vitb  unmeanii^  generalities,  he  ought  to  have  dinaries,  he  can  take  credit  for  nothing.    As 

a^ed  what  naval  force,  what  naval  works,  and  to  his  next,  the  lessening  of  the  deficiency  of 

what  naval  stores,  with  the  lowest  estimated  the  land  and  malt  tax,  particularly  of  the  malt 

apease,  are  necessary  to  keep  our  marine  in  tax;  any  person  the  least  conversant  in  that 

I  eooditioa  commensurate  to  its  great  ends,  subject  cannot  avoid  a  smile.    This  deficiency 

And  du8  too  not  ibr  the  contracted  and  deceit-  arises  from  charge  of  collection,  from  anticipa- 

fill  space  of  a  single  year,  but  for  some  reas<»i-  Xioa,  and  from  defective  produce.    "WhaX  has 

tUo  term.     Evecy  body  knows  that  many  the  author  said  on  the  reduction  of  any  head 

charges  cannot  be  in  their  nature  regular  or  of  this  deficiency  upon  the  land  tax?  On  these 

ummL    In  the  year  1767  a  stock  of  hemp,  &c.  points  he  is  absohitely  silent.    As  to  the  defi- 

Wis  to  be  laid  in ;  that  diarge  intermits,  but  it  ciency  on  the  malt  tax,  which  is  chiefly  owing 

doss  not  end.    Other  charges  of  other  kinds  to  a  defective  produce,  he  has,  and  can  have 

take  their  place.    Great  worics  are  now  carry-  nothing  to  propose.    If  this  deficiency  should 

iog  on  at  PcMrtMiMOUtfa,  but  not  of  greater  mag-  be  lessened  by  the  increase  of  malting  in  any 

oitele  than  utility ;  and  they  must  be  provid^  years  more  than  in  others,  (as  it  is  a  greatly 

for.  A  year's  estimate  is  therefore  no  just  idea  fluctuating  object,)  how  much  of  this  obligation 

at  all  of  a  permanent  peace  establishment.  Had  shall  we  owe  to  this  author's  ministry?  will  it 

the  aotbor  opmed  this  matter  upon  these  plain  not  be  the  case  under  any  administration? 

pnBciples,  a  judgment  might  have  been  formed,  must  it  not  go  to  the  general  service  of  the 

how  ht  he  Ind  contrived  to  reconcile  national  year,  in  some  way  or  other,  let  the  finances  be 

dsAnoe  with  public  oaconomy.  Till  he  has  done  in  whose  hands  they  will  ?  But  why  take  credit 

it,  ttioM  iHko  had  rather  depend  on  any  man's  for  so  extremely  reduced  a  deficiency  at  all? 

reason  ^M"  the  greatest  man's  authority,  wifl  I  can  tell  him  he  has  no  rational  ground  for  it 

Bot  give  him  credit  on  this  head,  for  the  saving  in  the  produce  of  the  year  1767 ;  and  I  suspect 

of  a  single  shilling.    As  to  those  savings  which  will  have  full  as  little  reason  from  the  produce 

are  already  made,  or  in  course  of  being  made,  of  the  year  1768.    That  produce  may  indeed 

whether  ri^t  or  wnmg,  he  has  nothing  at  all  to  become  greater,  and  the  deficiency  of  course 

do  with  them ;  they  can  be  no  part  aS  his  pro-  wUl  be  less.    It  may  too  be  far  otherwise.    A 

ject,  considered  as  a  plan  of  reformation.    I  fair  and  judicious  financier  will  not,  as  this 

gnatly  fear  tK«*  the  errour  has  not  lately  been  writer  has  done,  for  the  sake  of  making  out  a 

on  the  side  of  profiieion.  specious  account,  select  a  favourable  year  or 

Another  head  is  the  saving  on  the  army  and  two,  at  remote  periods,  and  ground  his  calcu- 

ofdnance  extraordinaries,  particularly  in  the  lations  on  those.    In  1768  he  will  not  take  the 

American  branch.    What  or  how  much  reduo-  deficiencies  of  1753  and  1764  for  his  standard. 

tion  may  be  made,  ncme  of  us,  I  believe,  can  Sober  men  have  hitherto  (and  must  continue 

with  any  fairness  pretend  to  say;  very  little,  this  course,  to  preserve  this  character)  taken 

I  am  convinced.    The  state  of  America  is  indifferently  the  mediums  of  the  years  imme- 

extremely  mnet^ ;  more  troops  have  been  diately  preceding.    But  a  person  who  has  a 

sent   thither ;    new   dispositions   have  been  scheme  from  which  he  promises  much  to  the 

made ;  and  this  augmentation  of  number,  and  public  ought  to  be  still  more  cautious ;   he 

change  of  dispoeitigp,  ha?  rarely,  I  believe,  should  grwuid  his  speculation  rather  on  the 
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lowwtmadtiBiis;  beeraMalliiswiefaenieBare  tbe  one  and  the  otlMrbdoiigeqaaHjCaa  indeed 

known  to  be  subject  to  eome  defect  or  failure  all  the  rest  do)  to  the  present  administratiai, 

not  foreseen;  and  which  thenlbre  every  pru-  to  any  administratioD ;  because  they  are  Ifas 

dent  oppoeer  will  be  ready  to  allow  for,  in  order  gift  of  time,  and  not  the  bounty  of  the  exch^ 

to  lay  his  foundation  as  low  and  as  solid  as  quer. 

possible,    duite  contrary  is  the  practice  of  I  have  now  done  with  all  the  minor  prepa- 

■ome  politicians.    They  first  propose  savings,  ratory  parts  of  the  author's  scheme,  the  sevoal 

ifdiich  they  well  know  cannot   be  made,   in  articles  of  saving  which   he  proposes.     At 

order  to  get  a  reputation  for  ceconomy.  In  due  length  comes  the  capital  (^>eration,  his  new 

time  they  assume  another,-  but  a   different  resources.    Three  hundred  thousand  pounds  a 

method,  by  providing  for  the  service  they  had  year  from  America  and  Ireland. — Alas!  alas! 

before  cut  off  or  straitened,  and  which  they  if  that  too  should  fail  us,  what  will  become  of 

can  then  very  easily  prove  to  be  necessary,  this  poor  undone  nation?    The  author,  in  a 

In  the  same  spirit  they  raise  magnificent  ideas  tone  of  great  humility,  hopes  they  may  be 

of  revenue  on  funds  which  they  know  to  be  induced  to  pay  it.    Well,  if  that  be  aD,  we 

insufficient.  Afterwards,  who  can  blame  them,  may  hope  so  too :  and  for  any  light  he  is  pleased 

if  they  do  not  satisfy  the  public  desires  ?  They  to  give  us  into  the  ground  of  this  hope,  and  tiie 

are    great   artificers ;   but  they  cannot  work  ways  and  means  of  this  inducement,  here  is 

without  materials.  a  speedy  end  both  of  the  questi<»i  and  the 

These  are  some  of  the  little  arts  of  great  revenue, 
statesmen.  To  such  we  leave  them,  and  fol-  It  is  the  constant  custom  of  this  author,  in  all 
low  where  the  author  leads  us,  to  his  next  his  writings,  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  he  has 
resource,  the  Foundling  Hospital.  Whatever  given  yon  a  revenue,  whenever  he  can  point 
particular  virtue  there  is  in  the  mode  of  this  out  to  you  where  you  may  have  naoney,  if  you 
saving,  there  seems  to  be  nothing  at  all  new,  can  contrive  how  to  get  at  it ;  and  this  seems 
and  indeed  nothing  wonderfully  important  in  it.  to  be  the  master-piece  of  his  financial  ability. 
The  sum  annually  voted  for  the  support  of  the  I  think,  however,  in  his  way  of  proceeding,  be 
Foundling  Hospital  has  been  in  a  former  par-  has  behaved  rather  like  an  harsh  step-dame, 
liament  limited  to  the  establishment  of  the  than  a  kind  nursing  mother  to  his  countiy.  Why 
children  tlien  in  the  hospital.  When  they  are  stop  at  £.300,000  ?  If  his  state  (^things  be  at 
apprenticed,  this  provision  will  cease.  It  will  all  founded,  America  and  Ireland  are  modi 
therefore  fall  in  more  or  less  at  different  times ;  better  able  to  pay  £.600,000,  than  we  are  to 
and  will  at  length  cease  entirely.  But,  until  it  satisfy  ourselves  with  half  that  sum.  However, 
does,  we  cannot  reckon  upon  it  as  the  saving  let  us  forgive  him  this  one  instance  of  tender- 
on  the  establishment  of  any  given  year:  nor  ness  towards  Ireland  and  the  colonies, 
can  any  one  conceive  how  the  author  comes  to  He  spends  a  vast  deal  of  time,*  in  an  endea- 
mention  this,  any  more  than  some  other  vour  to  prove,  that  Ireland  is  able  to  bear 
articles,  as  a  part  of  a  new  plan  of  ceconomy  greater  impositions.  He  is  of  opinion,  that 
which  is  to  retrieve  our  affairs.  This  charge  the  poverty  of  the  lower  dass  of  people  there 
wiU  indeed  cease  in  its  own  time.  But  will  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  a  want  of 
no  other  succeed  to  it?  Has  he  ever  known  judicious  taxes;  that  a  land  tax  will  enrich 
the  public  free  from  some  contingent  charge,  her  tenants ;  that  taxes  are  paid  in  England 
either  for  the  just  support  of  royal  dignity,  or  which  are  not  paid  there;  that  the  colony  trade 
for  national  magnificence,  or  for  public  charity^  is  increased  above  £.100,000  since  the  peace; 
or  for  public  service  ?  does  he  choose  to  flatter  that  she  ought  to  have  further  indulg^ice  in 
his  readeis  that  no  such  wiU  ever  return  ?  or  that  trade ;  and  ought  to  have  further  privile^ 
does  he  m  good  earnest  declare,  that  let  the  in  the  woollen  manufacture.  From  these  pre- 
reason,  or  necessity,  be  what  they  will,  he  is  mises,  of  what  she  has,  what  she  has  not,  and 
resolved  not  to  provide  for  such  services  ?  what  she  ought  to  have,  he  infers  that  Ireland 

Another  resource  of  ceconomy  yet  remains,  will  contribute  £.100,000  towaids  the  extrior- 
for  he  gleans  the  field  very  closely,  £.1,800  for  dinaries  of  the  American  establishment, 
the  American  surveys.  Why  what  signifies  a  I  shall  make  no  objections  whatsoever,  logi- 
dispute  about  trifles  ?  he  shall  have  it.  But  cal  or  financial,  to  this  reasoning :  many  oocur ; 
while  he  is  carrying  it  off,  I  shall  just  whisper  but  they  would  lead  me  firom  my  purpose,  from 
in  his  ear,  that  neither  the  saving  that  is  which  I  do  not  intend  to  be  diverted,  because 
allowed,  nor  that  which  is  doubted  of,  can  at  it  seems  to  me  of  no  small  importance.  It  will 
all  belong  to  that  future  proposed  administra- 
tion, whose  touch  is  to  cure  all  our  evils.  Both  «  F.  86* 
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be  just  enough  to  hint,  yrhai  I  dare  say  many  think  it  the  worst  bargain  in  the  worid.   They 

readers  have  before  observed,  that  when  any  would  look  upon  the  one  as  whoQy  vitiated  and 

man  proposes  new  taxes  in  a  country  with  poisoned  by  the  other ;  and,  if  they  could  not 

which  he  is  not  personally  conversant  by  resi-  be  separated,  would  infallibly  resist  them  both 

dence  or  office,  he  ought  to  lay  open  its  situa-  together.  Here  would  be  taxes  indeed,  aniounl>- 

ti<Hi  much  mwe  minutely  and  critically  than  ing  to  an  handsome  sum;  £.100,000  very  effect* 

Ms  author  has  done,  or  than  perhaps  he  is  ually  voted,  and  passed  through  the  best  and 

able  to  do.    He  ought  not  to  content  himself  most  authentic  forms;  but  how  to  becoUected? 

with  saying  that  a  single  article  of  her  trade  is  -^This  is  his  perpetual  manner.    One  of  his 

increased  £.100,000  a  year;  he  ought,  if  he  projects  depends  for  success  upon  another  pro- 

irgues  from  the  increase  of  trade  to  the  increase  ject,  and  this  upon  a  third,  all  of  them  equally 

of  taxes,  to  state  the  whole  trade,  and  not  one  visionary^    His  finance  is  like  the  Indian  phi* 

branch  of  trade  only;  he  ought  to  enter  fiilly  losophy ;  his  earth  is  poised  on  the  horns  of  a 

into  the  state  of  its  remittances,  and  the  course  bull,  his  bull  stands  upon  an  elephant,  his  ele- 

if  its  exchange ;  he  ought  likewise  to  examine  phant  is  supported  by  a  ttntoise ;  and  so  on 

fvfaether  all  its  establishments  are  increased  or  for  ever. 

diminished ;  and  whether  it  incurs  or  discharges  As  to  his  American  £.200,000  a  year,  he  is 
debts  annually.    But  I  pass  over  all  this ;  and  satisfied  to  repeat  gravely,  as  he  has  done  an 
am  content  to  ask  a  few  plain  questions.  hundred  times  before,  that  the  Americans  are 
Does  the  author  then  seriously  mean  to  pro-  able  to  pay  it.    Well,  and  what  then?  does  he 
pose  in  parliament  a  land  tax,  or  any  tax  for  lay  open  any  part  of  his  plan  how  they  may  be 
£.100,000  a  year  upon  Ireland?    If  he  does,  compelled  to  pay  it,  without  plunging  ourselves 
and  if  fatally,  by  his  temerity  and  our  weak-  into  calamities  that  outweigh  tenf(4d  the  pro- 
ness,  he  should  succeed;  then  I  say  he  will  posed  benefit?  or  does  he  shew  how  they  may  be 
throw  the  whole  empire  from  one  end  of  it  to  induced  to  submit  to  it  quietly  ?  or  does  he  give 
the  other  into  mortal  convulsions.    What  is  it  any  satisfaction  concerning  the  mode  of  levying 
that  can  satisfj|the  furious  and  perturbed  mind  it,  in  commercial  colonies  one  of  the  most  im- 
of  this  man ;  is  it  not  enough  for  him  that  such  portant  and  difficult  of  all  considerations?  No- 
projects  have  alienated  our  colonies  from  the  thing  like  it.    To  the  stamp  act,  whatever  its 
mother  country,  and  not  to  propose  violently  to  excellencies  may  be,  I  think  he  will  not  in 
tear  our  sister  kingdom  also  from  our  side,  and  reality  recur,  or  even  choose  to  assert  that  he 
to  convince  every  dependent  part  of  the  empire,  means  to  do  so,  in  case  his  minister  should 
that,  when  a  litde  money  is  to  be  raised,  we  come  again  into  power.    Ifhedoes,  Iwillpre- 
havenosortofregardtotheirancientcustoms,  diet  that  some  of  the  fastest  friends  of  that 
their  (pinions,  their  circumstances,  or  their  minister  will  desert  him  upon  this  point.  ~  As 
affections  ?    He  has  however  a  douceur  for  to  port  duties,  he  has  damned  them  all  in  the 
Ireland  in  his  pocket ;  benefits  in  trade  by  open-  lump,  by  declaring  them  "  contrary  to  the  first 
ing  the  woollen  manufacture  to  that  nation.  A  principles  of  colonization,  and  not  less  prejudi- 
very  ri^t  idea  in  my  opinion ;  but  not  more  cial  to  the  interests  <^  Great  Britain  than  to 
strong  in  reason,  than  likely  to  be  opposed  by  those  of  the  colonies."*     Surely  this  sin^e 
the  most  powerful  and  most  violent  of  all  local  observati(»i  of  his  ought  to  have  taught  him  a 
prejudices  and  popular  passions.  First,  a  fire  is  little  caution;  he  ought  to  have  begun  to  doubt, 
ah-eady  kindled  by  his  schemes  d*  taxation  in  whether  there  is  not  something  in  the  nature 
America ;  he  dien  proposes  one  which  will  set  of  conomercial  colonies,  which  renders  them  an 
&n  Ireland  in  a  blaze ;  and  his  way  of  quench-  unfit  object  of  taxation ;  when  port  duties^  so 
ing  both  is  by  a  plan  which  may  kindle  perhaps  large  a  fund  of  revenue  in  all  countries,  are  by 
ten  times  a  greater  flame  in  Britain.  himself  found,  in  this  case,  not  only  improper, 
WiU  the  author  pledge  himself,  previously  but  destructive.    However  he  has  here  pretty 
to  his  pn^Kisal  of  such  a  tax,  to  carry  this  en-  well  narrowed  the  field  of  taxation.    Stamp 
Urgement  of  the  Irish  trade ;  if  he  does  not,  act,  hardly  to  be  resumed.    Port  duties,  mis- 
then  the  tax  will  be  certain ;  the  benefit  will  be  chievous.    Excises,  I  believe,  he  will  scarcely 
less  than  problematical.  In  this  view,  his  com-  think  worth  the  collection  (if  any  revenue  should 
pensation  to  Ireland  vanishes  into  smoke ;  the  be  so)  in  America.    Land  tax  (notwithstand- 
tax,  to  their  prejudices,  will  appear  stark  naked  ing  his  opinion  of  its  immense  use  to  agricul- 
in  the  light  of  an  act  of  arbitrary  power  and  ture)  he  wifl  not  directly  propose,  before  he 
oppression.    But,  if  he  should  propose  the  has  thought  again  and  again  cm  the  8ubje<^ 
benefit  and  tax  together,  then  the  people  of  Ire- 
uid,  a  very  hi^  and  spirited  peoplcj  would  P.  87. 
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Indeed  he  Tery  readily  recommends  it  for  Ire-        Then  what  does  he  get  by  this  method  on 
land,  and  seems  to  think  it  not  improper  for     the  side  of  acquiescence  ?  will  the  pe<^  d 
America;  because,  ho  observes,  they  already     America  relish  this  course,  of  giving  and  graB(> 
raise  most  of  their  taxes  internally,  including     ing  and  applying  their  money,  the  better  iw- 
this  tax.  A  most  curious  reason  truly !  because     cause  their  assemblies  are  made  commissionen 
their  lands  are  already  heavily  burthened,  he     of  the  taxes?    This  is  far  worse  than  aD  his 
thinks  it  right  to  burthen  them  still  further.  But     former  projects ;  fi>r  here,  if  the  aswmfalies 
he  will  recdlect,  ibr  surely  he  cannot  be  igno-     shall  refuse,  or  delay,  or  be  negligent,  or  firau- 
rant  of  it,  that  the  lands  of  America  are  not,  as     dulent,  in  this  new-imposed   duty,  we  are      ^ 
in  England,  let  at  a  rent  certain  in  money,  and     wholly  without  remedy ;  and  neith^  otff  ca»-      - 
therefore  cannot,  as  here,  be  taxed  at  a  certain     torn-house  officers,  nor  our  tnx^,  nor  our      ^ 
pound  rate.    They  value  them  in  gross  among     armed  ships  can  be  of  the  least  use  in  the  goIp      d 
themselves ;  and  none  but  themselves  in  their     lection.    No  idea  can  be  more  contemptible  (I 
several  districts  can  value  them.     Without     will  not  call  it  an  oppressive  one,  the  hardmen      | 
their  hearty  concurrence  and  co-operation,  it  is     is  lost  in  the  foQyJ  than  that  c^  proposing  to      . 
evident,  we  cannot  advance  a  step  in  the  as-     get  any  revenue  from  the  Americans  bitt  by 
sessing  or  collecting  any  land  tax.    As  to  the     their  freest  and  most  cheerful  oMisent    Moit 
taxes  vHiich  in  some  places  the  Americans  pay     monied  men  know  their   own  interest  ri^ 
by  the  acre,  ^y  are  merely  duties  of  regula-     well ;  and  are  as  able  as  any  financier,  in  dw 
tion:  they  are  small;  and  to  increase  them,     valuati(mof  risks.    Y^I  think  thi^  financier 
notwithstanding  the  secret  virtues  of  a  land     will  scarcely  find  that  adventurer  hurdyooougb, 
tax,  would  be  the  most  effectual  means  of  pre-     at  any  premium,  to  advance  a  shilling  vqxio  a 
venting  that  cultivation  they  are  intended  to     vote  of  such  taxes.    Let  him  name  the  manor 
promote.    Besides,  the  whole  country  is  hea-     set  of  men,  that  would  do  it.     This  is  the  only 
vily  in  arrear  already  for  land  taxes  and  quit     proof  of  the  value  of  revenues ;  what  would  an 
rents.    They  have  different  methods  (^  taxa-     interested  man  rate  them  at  ?    His  subscrip- 
tion in  the  different  provinces,  agreeable  to     tion  woukl  be  at  ninety-nine  j>er  cent,  discount 
their  several  local   circumstances.    In  New     the  very  first  day  of  its  opening.    Here  is  our 
England  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  their  reve-     only  national  securi^  from  ruin ;  a  security 
nue  is  raised  by  f acuity  taxes  and  capitcetiona.     upon  which  no  man  in  his  senses  <would  voa- 
Such  is  the  method  in  many  others.    It  is  ob-     ture  a  shilling  of  his  fortune.    Yet  he  pots 
vious  that  parliament,  unassisted  by  the  colonies     down  those  articles  as  gravely  in  his  supply  for 
themselves,  cannot  take  so  much  as  a  single  step     the  peace  establishm^it,  as  if  the  moaaey  had 
in  this  mode  of  taxation.   Then  what  tax  is  it     been  all  fairly  lodged  in  the  exdiequer. 
he  will  impose  ?    Why,  after  all  the  boasting 

speeches  and  writings  of  his  faction  for  these         American  revenue,      -        -        £  J200,000 
fouryears,  after  all  the  vain  expectations  which        Ireland,  -  -        -  100,000 

they  have  held  out  to  a  deluded  public,  this 

their  great  advocate,  after  twisting  the  subject  Very  handsome  indeed !  but  if  supply  is  to  be 
every  way,  after  writhing  himself  in  every  pos-  got  in  such  a  manner,  ferewell  the  lucrative 
ture,  after  knocking  at  every  door,  is  obliged  mystery  of  finance!  If  you  are  to  be  credited 
fairly  to  abandon  every  mode  of  taxation  what-  for  savings,  without  shewing  how,  why,  or 
soever  in  America.  He  thinks*  it  the  best  with  what  safety,  they  are  to  be  made ;  and  for 
method  for  parliament  to  impose  the  sum,  and  revenues,  without  specifying  on  what  articles, 
reserve  the  account  to  itself,  leaving  the  mode  or  by  what  means,  or  at  what  eiq)ense,  they  are 
of  taxation  to  the  colonies.  But  how  and  in  to  be  collected ;  there  is  not  a  derk  in  a  public 
what  proportion?  what  does  the  author  say?  office  who  may  not  outbid  this  author,  or  his 
O,  not  a  single  syllable  on  this  the  most  mate-  friend,  for  the  department  of  hanceOor  of  the 
rial  part  of  the  whole  question.  Will  he,  in  exchequer;  not  an  apprentice  in  the  city,  that 
parliament,  undertake  to  settle  the  proportions  will  not  strike  out,  with  the  same  advantages, 
of  such  payments  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Nevis,  the  same,  or  a  much  larger,  plan  of  supply, 
in  no  fewer  than  six  and  twenty  different  coun-  Here  is  the  whole  of  what  bekmgs  to  the 
tries,  varying  in  almost  every  possible  circum-  author's  scheme  for  saving  us  from  impendmg 
atance  one  from  another  ?  if  he  does,  I  tell  him,  destruction.  Take  it  even  in  its  most  &vouiw 
be  adjourns  his  revenue  to  a  very  long  day.  able  point  of  view,  as  a  thing  within  possible 
If  he  leaves  it  to  themselves  to  settle  these  lity;  and  imagine  what  must  be  the  wisdom  of 
proportions,  he  adjourns  it  to  doomsday.  this  genUeman,  or  his  opinion  of  ours,  who 

*  P.  37,  38.  could  first  think  of  representing  this  natioo  in 
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iS    Mha  ftate,  tm  do  friend  can  look  upon  but  ctn  make  them  more  dangerous,  but  thati  aa 

i^V     wkk  koROor,  and  acarce  an  enemy  without  they  are  ahready  in  general  compoeed  of  hif 

S     CHfMBMn,«nd  afterwards  of  ditrerting  them-  disciples  and  instruments,  they  may  add  to  the 

V     NbM  with  such  inadequate,  impracticable,  puUic  calamity  of  their  own  measures,  the 

■  psarile  methods  for  our  relief  ?    If  these  had  adoptionof  his  projects.    But  be  the  roinistera 

■  kea  die  dreams  of  some  unknown,  unnamed,  what  they  may,  the  author  knows  that  they 
I       Md  nameless  writer,  they  would   excite  no  could  not  avoid  applying  this  £.450,000  to  the 

akna;  dieir  weakness  had  been  an  antidote  to  senrice  of  the  establishment,  as  faithfully  aa 

fteir  malignity.    But  as  they  are  universally  he,  or  any  other  minister,  could  do.  I  say  they 

Mieved  to  be  written  by  the  hand,  or  what  could  not  avoid  it,  and  have  no  merit  at  all  for 

■MnntB  to  the  same  thing,  under  the  imme-  the  application.      But   supposing    that  they 

£ite  direction,  of  a  person  ^o  has  been  in  should  greatly  mismanage  this  revenue.    Here 

is  managemoit  of  the  highest  afiairs,  and  may  is  a  good  deal  of  room  fbr  mistake  and  prodi- 

axB  be  in  the  same  situation,  I  think  it  is  not  to  gali^  before  you  come  to  the  edge  of  ruin, 

be  reckoned  among  our  greatest  consolaticms,  The  difference  between  the  amount  (rf*  that  real 

tbt  the  yet  remaining  power  of  this  kingdom  and  his  imaginary  revenue  is,  jC. 150,000  a  year, 

H  to  be  en^iloyed  in  an  att«npt  to  realize  no-  at  least ;  a  tderable  sum  for  them  to  play  with: 

tkas  that  are  at  once  so  frivolous,  and  so  fuU  this  might  compensate  the  difference  between 

of  danger.    That  consideration  will  justify  me  the  author's  oeconomy  and  their  profusion ;  and 

kdwdUng  a  little  longer  on  the  difficulties  of  still,  notwithstanding  their  vices  and  ignorance, 

As  nation,  and  the  s<Juti(His  of  our  author.  the  nation  might  be  saved.    The  author  ought 

I  am  then  persuaded  that  he  cannot  be  in  also  to  recollect,  that  a  good  man  would  hardly 

As  least  alarmed  about  our  situation,  let  his  deny,  even  to  the  worst  of  ministers,  the  means 

oateiy  be  what  he  pleases.    I  will  give  him  a  oi.domg  their  duty ;  especially  in  a  crisis  when 

nason  for  my  opinion,  which,   I  think,  he  our  being  depended  on  supplymg  them  with 

cuBoC  dispute.    All  that  he  bestovrs  upon  the  some  means  or  other.    In  such  a  case  their 

Htion,  whidi  it  does  not  possess  without  him,  penury  of  mind,    in   discovering  resources, 

iiid supposing  it  all  sure  money,  amounts  tone  would  make  it  rather  the  more  necessary,  not 

nore  than  a  sum  of  £.  900,000  a  year.    This,  to  strip  such  poor  providers  of  the  littlo  stock 

he  thinks,  will  do  the  business  OHnpletely  ,and  they  had  in  hand. 

reader  us  flourishing  at  home,  and  respectable  Besides,  here  is  another  subject  of  distress, 
abroad.  If  the  option  between  glory  and  shame,  and  a  very  serious  one,  which  puts  us  again  to 
if  our  salvation  or  destruction,  depended  on  this  a  stand.  The  author  may  possibly  not  come 
mm,  it  is  impossible  that  he  should  have  been  into  power,  (I  only  state  the  possibility :)  he 
active,  and  made  a  merit  of  that  activity,  in  may  not  always  continue  in  it ;  and  if  the  con- 
taking  offa  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the  land  tax,  trary  to  all  this  should  fortunately  for  us  happen, 
whidi  came  up  to  his  grand  desideratum,  and  what  insurance  on  his  life  can  be  made  for  a 
upwards  of  £.100,000  more.  By  this  manoeuvre,  sum  adequate  to  his  loss  ?  Then  we  are  thus 
be  left  oar  trade,  navigation,  and  manufactures,  unluckily  situated,  that  the  chance  of  an  Ame- 
on  the  verge  of  destruction,  our  finances  in  rican  and  Irish  revenue  of  £.300,000  to  be 
rain,  oar  credit  expiring,  Ireland  on  the  point  managed  by  him,  is  to  save  us  from  ruin  two 
of  being  ceded  to  France,  the  colonies  of  being  or  three  years  hence  at  best,  to  make  us  happy 
torn  to  pieces,  the  succession  of  the  crown  at  at  home  and  glorious  abroad ;  and  the  actual 
Ae  mercy  of  our  great  rival,  and  the  kingdom  possession  of  £.400,000  English  taxes  cannot 
itaelf  on  the  very  point  of  becoming  tributary  so  much  as  protract  our  ruin  without  him.  So 
to  that  haughty  power.  All  this  for  want  of  we  are  staked  on  four  chances ;  his  power,  its 
£900,000 ;  for  I  defy  the  reader  to  point  out  permanence,  the  success  of  his  projects,  and 
any  other  revenue,  or  any  other  precise  and  the  duration  of  his  life.  Any  one  of  these  fail- 
deioed  scheme  of  politics,  which  he  assigns  ing,  we  are  gone.  Propria  hoc  n  dormafmsserU ! 
for  oar  rodenqition.  This  is  no  unfair  representation ;  ultimately  all 
I  know  that  two  things  may  be  said  in  his  hangs  on  his  life,  because,  in  his  account  of 
ddenca,  as  bad  reasons  are  always  at  hand  in  every  set  of  men  that  have  held  or  supported 
an  indifferent  cause  ;  that  he  was  not  sure  the  administration,  he  finds  neither  virtue  nor  abi- 
mooey  wodd  be  applied  as  he  thinks  it  ought  lity  in  any  but  himself.  Indeed  he  pays 
to  be,  by  the  present  ministers.  I  think  as  ill  (through  their  measures)  some  compliments 
of  them  aa  he  does  to  the  fiilL  They  have  done  to  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Despenser.  But  to  the 
very  near  as  much  mischief  as  they  can  do,  to  latter,  this  is,  I  suppose,  but  a  civility  to  (rid 
a  eoostitution  so  robust  aa  this  is.  Nothing  acquaintance:  to  the  former,  a  little  stroke  of 
Vol.  I.— 9 
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politics.    We  may  therefore  fairly  say,  that  insist,  that  we  should  put  this  revenue  to  the 

our  only  hope  is  his  Hie ;  and  he  has,  to  make  account  of  hit  plans  or  his  power ;  and  for  a 

it  the  more  so,  taken  care  to  cut  off  any  resource  very  plain  reason :  we  are  already  near  two  yean 

which  we  possessed  independent  of  him.  in  possession  of  it.    By  what  means  we  came 

In  the  next  place  it  may  be  said,  to  excuse  to  that  possessi(Hi,  is  a  pretty  long  story ;  how- 

any  appearance  of  inconsistency  between  the  ever,  I  shall  give  nothing  more  than  a  Aott 

author's  actions  and  his  declarations,  that  he  abstract  of  the  proceeding,  in  order  to  see 

thought  it  right  to  relieve  the  landed  interest,  whether  the  authw  will  take  to  himself  any 

and  lay  the  burthen  where  it  ought  to  lie,  on  part  in  that  measure. 

the  colonies.     What!  to  take  off  a  revenue  so  The  fact  is  this;  the  East  India  compaiqr 
necessary  to  our  being,  before  any  thing  what-  had  for  a  good  while  sdicited  the  ministry  for 
soever  was  acquired  in  the  place  of  it  ?  In  a  negotiation,  by  which  they  proposed  to  pay 
prudence,  he  ought  to  have  waited  at  least  for  largely  for  some  advantages  in  their  trade,  and 
the  first  quarter's  receipt  of  the  new  anonynK>us  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter.    This  had  been 
American  revenue,  and  Irish  land  tax.  Is  there  the  former  method  of  transacting  with  that 
something  so  specific  for  our  disorders  in  Ame-  body.     Ciovemment  having  only  leased  the 
rican,  and  something  so  poisonous  in  English  monopoly  for  short  terms,  the  companj  has 
money,  that  one  is  to  heal,  the  other  to  destroy  been  obliged  to  resort  to  it  frequently  for  renew- 
us  ?    To  say  that  the  landed  interest  could  not  als.     These  two  parties  had  always  negotiated 
continue  to  pay  it  for  a  year  or  two  longer,  is  (on  the  true  principle  of  credit)  not  as  govern- 
more  than  the  author  will  attempt  to  prove,  ment  and  subject,  but  as  equal  dealers,  on  the 
To  say  that  they  loould  pay  it  no  longer,  is  to  footing  of  mutual  advantage.     The  public  had 
treat  the  landed  interest,  in  my  opinion,  very  derived  great  benefit  from  such  dealing.    But 
scurvily.    To  suppose  that  the  gentry,  clergy,  at  that  time  new  ideas  prevailed.     The  minis- 
and  freeholders  of  England  do  not  rate  the  try,  instead  of  listening  to  the  proposals  of  that 
commerce,  the  credit,  the  religion,  the  liberty,  company,  chose  to  set  up  a  claim  of  the  crown 
the  independency  of  their  country,  and  the  sue-  to  their  possessions.    The  (Mriginal  plan  seems 
cession  of  their  crown,  at  a  shilling  in  the  to  have  been,  to  get  the  house  o£  conmi(X)s  to 
pound  land  tax!  They  never  gave  him  reason  compliment  the  crown  with  a  sort  of  juridical 
to  think  so  meanly  of  them.  And,  if  I  am  rightly  declaration  of  a  title  to  the  company's  acquisi- 
informed,  when  diat  measure  was  debated  in  tions  in  India ;  which  the  crown,  on  its  part, 
parliament,  a  very  different  reason  was  assigned  with  the  best  air  in  the  wcM-ld,  was  tobratow 
by  the  author's  great  friend,  as  well  as  by  others,  upon  the  public.    Then  it  would  come  to  the 
for  that  reduction:  one  very  different  from  the  turn  of  the  house  of  comm(m8  again  to  be 
critical  and  almost  desperate  state  of  our  finan-  liberal  and  grateful  to  the  crown.    The  civil 
ces.    Some  people  then  endeavoured  to  prove,  list  debts  were  to  be  paid  off;  with  perhaps  a 
that  the  reduction  might  be  made  without  detri-  pretty  augmentation  of  income.     All  this  was 
ment  to  the  national  credit,  or  the  due  support  to  be  done  on  the  most  public-spirited  princi- 
of  a  proper  peace  establishment ;  otherwise  it  pies,  and  with  a  politeness  and  mutual  inter- 
is  obvious  that  the  reduction  could  not  be  de-  change  of  good  offices,  that  could  not  but  have 
fended  in  argument.    So  that  this  author  can-  charmed.    But  what  was  best  of  aQ,  these  civi- 
not  despair  so  much  of  the  commonwealth,  lities  were  to  be  without  a  farthing  of  diarge  to 
without  this  American  and  Irish  revenue,  as  either  of  the  kind  and  obliging  parties. — The 
he  pretends  to  do.    If  he  does,  the  reader  sees  East  India  company  was  to  be  covered  with 
how  handsomely  he  has  provided  for  us,  by  infamy  and  disgrace,  and  at  the  same  time  was 
voting  away  one  revenue,  and  by  giving  us  a  to  pay  the  whole  bill. 

pamphlet  on  the  other.  In  consequence  of  this  scheme,  the  terrours 

I  do  not  mean  to  blame  the  relief  which  was  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  were  hung  over  than, 

then  given  by  parliament  to  the  land.    It  was  A  judicature  was  assered  in  parliament  to  try 

grounded  on  very  weighty  reasons.  The  admi-  this  question.    But  lest  this  judicial  character 

nistration  contended  only  for  its  continuance  should  chance  to  inspire  certain  sUiUkmh  ideas 

for  a  year,  in  order  to  have  the  merit  of  taking  of  law  and  right,  it  was  argued,  that  the  judi- 

off  the  shilling  in  the  pound  immediately  before  cature  was  arbitrary,  and  ought  not  to  detw- 

the  elections ;  and  thus  to  bribe  the  freeholders  mine  by  the  rules  of  law,  but  by  their  opinion 

of  England  with  their  own  money.  of  policy  and  expediency.    Nodiing  enseeded 

It  is  true,  the  author,  in  his  estimate  of  ways  the  violence  of  some  of  the  managers,  except 

and  means,  takes  credit  for  £.400,000  a  year,  their  impotence.    They  were  bewildered  bj 

Indian  revenue.  But  he  wiU  not  very  positively  their  passions,  and  by  their  want  of  knowledge 
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orwantof  ooosideratioo  of  the  Bul]9e(it.    The  people  turned.    The  company  was  held  well 

tame  they  advanced,  the  further  they  found  able  to  pay  £.400,000  a  year  to  government ; 

themselves  from  their  object.— All  things  ran  but  banloiipts,  if  they  attempted  to  divide  the 

into  confusion.      The    ministers    quarrelled  fifUi  part  of  it  among  themselves.    Anexpoat 

among  themselves.      They   disclaimed   c«e  facto  law  was  brought  in  with  great  precipitfr> 

aootber.  They  suspended  violence,  and  shrunk  tion,  for  annulling  this  dividend.    In  the  bill 

from  treaty.      The  inquiiy  was  almost  at  its  was  inserted  a  clause,  which  suspended  for 

last  gasp ;  when  some  active  persons  of  the  about  a  year  the  right,  which,  under  the  public 

company  were  given  to  understand,  that  this  faith,  the  company  enjoyed,  of  making  their 

hostile  proceeding  was  only  set  up  in  terrorem  ;  own  dividends.    Such  was  the  disposition  and 

that  government  was  &r  from  an  intention  of  temper  of  the  house,  that  although  the  plain  face 

seizing  upcm  the  possessions  of  the  company,  of  facts,  reason,  arithmetic,  aU  the  authority, 

Administration,  they  said,  was  sensible,  that  parts,  and  eloquence  in  the  kingdom,  were 

the  idea  was  in  every  light  full  of  absurdity ;  against  this  bill ;  though  all  the  chancellors  of 

and  that  such  a  seizure  was  not  nK>re  out  of  the  exchequer,  who  had  held  that  office  from 

their  power,  than  remote  from  tlieir  wishes ;  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  opposed  it ;  yet  a 

and  therefore,  if  the  ccxnpany  would  come  in  a  few  place-men  of  the  subordinate  departments 

liberal  manner  to  the  house,  tliey  certainly  sprung  out  of  their  ranks,  took  the  lead,  and, 

could  not  fail  of  putting  a  speedy  end  to  this  by  an  opinion  of  some  sort  qf  secret  support, 

disagreeable  business,  and  of  opening  the  way  carried  the  bill  with  a  high  hand,  leaving  the 

to  an  advantageous  treaty.  then  secretary  of  state  and  the  chancellor  of 

On  this  hint  the  company  acted :  they  came  the  exchequer  in  a  very  moderate  minority.    In 

at  once  to  a  resolution  of  getting  rid  of  the  diffi-  this  distracted  situation,  the  managers  of  the 

colties  which  arose  from  the  complication  of  bill,  notwithstanding  their  triumph,  did  not 

their  trade  with  their  revenue ;  a  step  which  venture  to  propose  the  payment  of  the  civil 

defiled  them  of  their  best  defmsive  armour,  list  debt.     The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 

and  put  them  at  (voce  into  the  power  of  admi**  was  not  in  good  humour  enough,  after  his 

nistrati(»i.     They  threw  their  whole  stock  of  late  defeat  by  his  ovm  troops,  to  co-operate 

every  kind,  the  revenue,  the  trade,  and  even  in  such  a  design ;  so  they  made  an  act,  to 

their  debt  from  government,  into  one  fund,  lock  up    the  money  in  the  exchequer  until 

^ich  they  counted  on  the  surest  grounds  they  should  have  time  to  look  about  them, 

would  amount  to  £.800,000,  with  a  large  pro-  and  settle  among  themselves  what  they  were 

bable  surplus  for  the  payment  of  debt.     Then  to  do  with  it. 

they  agreed  to  divide  this  sum  in  equal  por-  Thus  ended  this  unparalleled  transaction. 

tiona  between    themselves   and   the    public.  The  author,  I  believe,  will  not  claim  any  part 

£^400,000  to  each.    This  gave  to  the  proprie-  of  the  glory  of  it:  he  will  leave  it  whole  and 

^  of  that  fiind'an  annual  augmentation  of  no  entire  to  the  authors  of  the  measure.     The 

faon  than  £.80,000  dividend.    They  ought  to  money  was  the  voluntary  free  gifl  of  the  com« 

^eire  from  government £.120,000fer  the  loan  pany;    the    rescinding- bill  was    the  act  of 

of  their  capital.    So  that,  in  fact,  the  whole,  legislature,  to  which  they  and  we  owe  submis* 

which  on  this  plan  they  reserved  to  themselves,  sion  :  the  author  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 

from  their  vast  revenues,  from  their  extensive  one  or  with  the  other.    However,  he  cannot 

^e,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  risks  avoid  rubbing   himself  against  this  subject 

^  mighty  expenses  which  purchased  these  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  stirring  controver- 

Bdvantages,    amounted    to    no  *more    than  sies,  and  gratifying  a  certain  pruriency  of  taxa- 

£i80,00O,  whilst  govemmoit  was  to  receive,  tion  that  seems  to  infect  his  blood.  It  is  merely 

M I  said,  £.400,000.  to  indulge  himself  in  speculations  of  taxing, 

This  proposal  was  thought  by  themselves  that  he  chooses  to  harangue  on  this  subject, 

lihend  mdeed ;  and  they  expected  the  highest  For  he  takes  credit  for  no  greater  sum  than 

<H>phuise8  for  it.     However,  their  reception  the  public  is  already  in  possession  of.   Ho  does 

^BS  very  different   from  their  expectations,  not  hint  that  the  company  means,  or  has  ever 

V^heo  they  brou^t  up  their  plan  to  the  house  shewn  any  disposition,  if  managed  with  com- 

of  commons,  the  offer,  as  it  was  natural,  of  mon  prudence,  to  pay  less  in  future ;  and  he 

^^,000,  was  very  well  relished.    But  no-  cannot  doubt  that  the  present  ministry  are  as 

^g could  be  more  disgustful  than  the  £.80,000  well  inclined  to  drive  them  by  their  mock  in- 

which  the  company  had  divided  among  them-  quiries,  and  real  rescinding  bills,  as  he  An 

Bolves.  A  violent  tempest  of  public  indignation  possibly  be  with  his  taxes.    Besides,  it  is  ob- 

^  fovy  rose  against  them.     The  heads  of  vious,  that  as  great  «  sum  might  have  beep 
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drawn  from  that  company,  without  affecting  tame  end  may  not,  and  must  not,  be  ounpassed, 

property,  or  shaking  the  constitution,  or  endan-  according  to  its  circumstances,  by  a    great 

gering  the  principle  of  public  credit,  or  running  diversity  (^  ways.     Thus  in  Great  Britain 

into  his  golden  dreams  of  cockets  on  the  Gan-  some  of  our  establishments  are  apt  for  the  sup- 

ges,  or  visions  of  stamp  duties  on  Perwanna^s,  port  of  credit.    They  stand  therefore  upon  a 

DiuUdcs,    Kistbundees,   and    Huabulhookum*.  principle  of  their  own,  distinct  from,  and  in 

For  once,  I  will  disappoint  him  in  this  part  of  some  respects  contrary  to,  the  relati(Mi  between 

the  dispute ;  and  only  in  a  very  few  wcvds  re-  prince  aixl  subject    It  is  a  new  species  of 

OMnmend  to  his  consideration,  how  he  is  to  get  contract  superinduced  upon  the  old  contract  of 

offi*  the  dangerous  idea  of  taxing  a  public  fund,  the  state.    The  idea  of  power  must  as  much  as 

if  he  levies  those  duties  in  England ;  and  if  he  possible  be  banished  from  it ;  for  power  and 

is  to  levy  them  in  India,  what  provision  he  has  credit  are  things  adverse,  incompatible ;  Non 

made  for  a  revenue  establishment  there ;  sup-  bene  amveniurUf  nee  m  una  aede  marantwr.  Such 

posing  that  he  undertakes  this  new  scheme  of  establishments  are  our  great  monied  compa- 

finance  independently  of  the  company,  and  nies.     To  tax  them  would  be  critical  and  dan- 

against  its  inclinations.  gerous,  and  contradictory  to  the  very  purpose 

So  much  for  these  revenues;  which  are  no-  of  their  institution ;  which  is  credit,  and  cannot 

thing  but  his  visions,  or  already  the  national  pos-  therefore  be  taxation.    But  the  nation,  when  it 

sessions  without  any  act  of  hid.    It  is  easy  to  gave  up  that  power,  did  not  give  up  the  advan- 

parade  with  a  high  talk  of  parliamentary  rights,  tage;    but  supposed,  and   with  reason,  that 

of  the  universality  of  legislative  powers,  and  of  government  was  overpaid  in  credit,  for  what  it 

imiform  taxation.    Men  of  sense,  when  new  seemed  to  lose  in  authority.    In  such  a  case 

projects  come  before  them,  always  think  a  dis-  to  talk  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  is  quite 

course  proving  the  mere  right  or  mere  power  idle.   Other  establishments  supply  other  modes 

of  acting  in  the  manner  proposed,  to  be  no  of  public  contribution.   Our  {rodrn^  c(»npanies, 

more  than  a  very  unpleasant  way  of  mis-  as  well  as  individual  importers,  are  a  fit  subject 

spending  time.    They  must  see  the  object  to  of  revenue  by  customs.     Some  establishments 

be  of  proper  magnitude  to  engage  them ;  they  pay  us  by  a  monopob/  of  their  consumption  and 

must  see  the  means  of  compassing  it  to  be  next  their  produce.     This,  nominally  no  tax,  in 

to  certain ;  the  mischiefs  not  to  counterbalance  reality  comprehends  all  taxes.   Such  establisb- 

the  profit ;  they  will  examine  how  a  proposed  ments  are  our  colonies.    To  tax  them  would 

imposition  or  regulation  agrees  with  the  opin-  be  as  erroneous  in  policy,  as  rigorous  in  equity, 

ion  of  those  who  are  likely  to  be  afiected  by  Ireland  supplies  us  by  furnishing  troops  in 

it ;  they  will:  not  despise  the  consideraticm  even  war ;  and  by  bearing  part  of  our  fixreign  esta- 

of  their  habitudes  and  prejudices.    They  wish  blishment  in  peace.     She  aids  us  at  sdl  times 

to  know  how  it  accords  or  disagrees  with  the  by  the  money  that  her  absentees  £^>end  among 

true  spirit  of  prior  establishments,  whether  of  us ;  which  is  no  small  part  of  the  rental  of  that 

government  or  (^  finance ;  because  they  well  kingdom.    Thus  Ireland  contributes  her  part, 

know,  that  in  the  complicated  oeconomy  o£  Some  objects  bear  port  duties.      Some  are 

great  kingdoms,  and  immense  revenues,  which  fitter  for  an  inland  excise.    The  mode  varies, 

in  a  length  of  time,  and  by  a  variety  of  acci-  the  object  is  the  same.    To  strain  these  fix)m 

dents,  have  coalesced  into  a  sort  of  body,  an  their  cdd  and  inveterate  leanings,  might  impair 

attempt  towards  a  compulsory  equality  in  all  the  old  benefit,  and  not  answer  the  end  of  the 

circumstances,  and  an  exact  practical  defini-  new  project.  Among  all  the  great  men  of  anti- 

tion  of  the  supreme  rights  in  every  case,  is  the  quity,  Procniates  shall  never  be  my  hero  of 

most  dangerous  and  chimerical  of  all  enter-  legislation ;  with  his  iron  bed,  the  allegory  of 

prises.    The  old  building  stands  well  enough,  his  government,  and  the  type  of  some  modem 

though  part  Grothic,  part  Grecian,  and  part  policy,  by  which  the  long  limb  was  to  be  cut 

Chinese,  until  an  attempt  is  made  to  square  it  short,  and  the  short  tortured  into  length.  Such 

into  uniformity.     Then  it  may  come  down  was  the  state-bed  of  uniformity!    He  woaM,  I 

upon  our  heads  all  together,  in  much  uniformity  conceive,  be  a  very  indiflTerent  fiurmer,  who 

of  ruin ;  and  great  will  be  the  fall  thereof,  complained  that  his  sheep  did  not  plough,  or 

Some  people,  instead  of  induiing  to  debate  his  horses  yield  him  wool,  though  it  wodd  be 

the  matter,  only  feel  a  sort  of  nausea,  when  an  idea  full  of  equality.    They  may  think  this 

they  are  told,  that "  protection  calls  for  supply,"  right  in  rustic  oeconomy,  who  think  it  avail- 

w»d  that  " all  the  parts  ought  to  contribute  to  able  in  the  politic; 

for  rfH^*'**'^  '"^fvi  ^^T  Y^TT  <i"i  Baviumnon  odit,  amet tuacannim^  Btovi ! 

lor  great  and  grave  deliberation !    As  if  the  Atque idem jungat vilpes,  ^ mu^tfiroS/ 
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As  the  author  has  stated  this  Indian  taxation  however  it  might  improve  the  platform,  can 

Sx  no  visible  purpose  relative  to  his  plan  of  add  nothing  to  die  authority  of  the  legislature ; 

npplj ;  80  he  has  stated  many  other  projects  much,  I  fear,  it  will  have  a  contrary  operation : 

with  IS  Utile,  if  any  distinct  end ;  unless  per-  for,  authxmty  depending  on  opinion  at  least  as 

baps  to  shew  you  how  full  he  is  of  projects  for  much  as  on  duty,  an  idea  circulated  among  the 

liie  public  good ;  and  what  vast  expectations  people  that  our  c(»istituti(Hi  is  not  so  perfect  as 

may  be  formed  of  him  or  his  friends,  if  they  it  ought  to  be,  before  you  are  sure  of  mending 

ibouki  be  translated  into  administration.    It  is  it,  is  a  certain  method  of  lessening  it  in  the 

abo  from  some  opinion  that  these  speculati(xis  public  opinion.    Of  this  irreverent  opinion  of 

may  one  day  beoMne  our  public  measures,  that  parliament,  the   author  himsdif  complains  in 

I  ihink  it  worth  while  to  trouble  the  reader  at  one  part  of  his  book ;  and  he  endeavours  to 

an  about  them.  increase  it  in  another. 

Two  of  them  stand  out  in  hi^  relievo  be-  Has  he  well  considered  what  an  immense 

yood  the  rest.    The  first  is  a  change  in  the  operation  any  change  in  our  constitution  is  ? 

iDternal   representation  of  this   country, .  by  how  many  discussions,  parties,  and  passions, 

eolarging  our  number  of  constituents.    The  it  will  necessarily  excite ;  and,  when  you  open 

aeooDd  is  an  additim  to  our  representatives,  it  to  inquiry  in  one  part,  where  the  inquiry  wiQ 

b]rnew  American  members  of  Parliament.    I  stop?  Experience  shews  us,  that  no  time  can 

pasB  over  here  all  ccxisiderations  how  far  such  be  fit  for  such  changes  but  a  time  of  general 

a  system  will  be  an  improv^nent  of  our  ccMisti-  confusion;  when  good  men,  finding  every  thing 

tutkn  according  to  any  sound  theory.     Not  already  broken  up,  think  it  right  to  take  advan- 

tbat  I  mean   to    condemn   such   speculative  tage  of  the  (^portunity  of  such  derangement  in 

inquiries  concerning  this  great  object  of  the  favour  of  an  useful  alteration.    Perhaps  a  time 

national  attention.      They  may  tend  to  dear  of  the  greatest  security  and  tranquillity  both  at 

doubtful  points,  and  possibly  may  lead,  as  they  home  and  abroad  may  likewise  be  fit ;  but  will 

hare  oAen  done,  to  real  improvements.    What  the  author  affirm  this  to  be  just  such  a  time  ? 

I  object  to,  is  their  introduction  into  a  discourse  Transferring  an  idea  of  military  to  civil  pru- 

relating  to  the  immediate  state  of  our  affairs,  dence,  he  ought  to  know  how  dangerous  it  is  to 

and  recommending  plans  of  practical  govern-  make  an  alteration  of  your  disposition  in  the 

menL    In  this  view,  I  see  nothing  in  them  but  face  of  an  enemy. 

what  is  usual  with  the  author;  an  attempt  to  Now  comes  his  American  representation, 
raise  discontent  in  the  people  of  England,  to  Here  too,  as  usual,  he  t^ikes  no  notice  o£  any 
balance  those  discontents  the  measures  of  his  difficulty,  nor^  says  any  thing  to  obviate  those 
fiiends  bad  already  raised  in  America.    What  objections  that  must  naturally  arise   in  the 
other  reason  can  he  have  for  suggesting,  that  minds  of  his  readers.    He  throws  you  his 
we  are  not  ha^y  enough  to  enjoy  a  sufficient  politics  as  he  does  his  revenue ;  do  you  make 
nnmber  of  voters  in  England  ?    I  believe  that  something  of  them  if  you  can.     Is  not  the 
moat  sober  thinkers  on  ^is  subject  are  rather  reader  a  litde  astonished  at  the  proposal  of  an 
of  opinion,  thait  our  &ult  is  on  the  other  si^e ;  American  representation  from  that  quarter  ? 
and  that  it  would  be  more  in  the  spirit  of  our  It  is  proposed  merely  as  a  project'*'  of  specula- 
constitution,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  pattern  tive  improvement ;   not  from  the  necessity  in 
flf  our  best  laws,  by  lessening  the  number,  to  the  case,  not  to  add  any  thing  to  the  authority 
add  to  the  weight  and  independency  of  our  of  parliament,  but  that  we  may  aflford  a  greater 
▼oters.    And  truly,  considering  the  immense  attention  to  the  concerns  of  the  Americans, 
and  dangerous  charge  of  elections ;  the  prosti-  and  give  them  a  better  opportunity  of  stating 
tote  and   daring  venality,  the  corruption  of  their  grievances,  and  of  obtaining  redress.    I 
manners,  the  idleness  wad  proffigacy  of  the  am  glad  to  find  the  author  has  at  length  dis- 
iower  sort  of  voters,  no  prudent  man  would  covered  that  we  have  not  given  a  sufficient 
propose  to  increase  such  an  evil,  if  it  be,  as  I  attention  to  their  concerns,  or  a  proper  redress 
fear  it  is,  out  of  our  power  to  administer  to  it  to  their  grievances.     His  great  friend  would 
nay  remedy.    The  autlior  proposes  nothing  once  have  been  exceedingly  displeased  with 
fiuther.   If  he  has  any  improvements  that  may  any  person,  who  should  tell  him,  that  he  did 
balance  or  may  lessen  this  inconvenience,  hie  not  attend  sufficiently  to  those  concerns.    He 
has  thought  proper  to  keep  them  as  usual  in  thought  he  did  so,  when  he   regulated  the 
his  own  breiast.     Since  he  has  been  so  re-  colonies  over  and  over  again :  he  thought  he 
served,  I  should  have  wished  he  had  been  as  did  so,  when  he  formed  two  general  systems  of 
cautious  with  regard  to  the  project  itself.  First, 
because  he  observes  justly,  that  his  scheme,  *  F.  89,  40. 
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revenue ;  one  of  port-duties,  and  the  other  of  them  have  well  aired  themselves  with  their  two 
internal  taxaticm.     These  S3rstems  supposed,  voyages  of  6,000  miles, 
or  ought  to  suppose,  the  greatest  attention  to,         However,  in  order  to  facilitate  every  thing 
and  the  most  detailed  information  of,  all  their  to  the  author,  we  will  suppose  them  aJl  once 
affairs.   However,  by  contending  for  the  Ame-  more  elected,  and  steering  again  to  did  Elng- 
rican  representation,  he  seems  at  last  driven  land,  with  a  good  heart,  and  a  fair  westerly 
virtually  to  admit,  that  great  caution  ought  to  wind  in  their  stem.     On  their  arrival,  they 
be  used  in  the  exercise  of  all  our  legislative  find  all  in  a  hurry  and  bustle ;  in  and  out ;  oxi- 
rights  over  an  object  so  remote  from  our  eye,  dolence  and  congratulation ;  the  crown  is  de* 
and  so  little  connected  with  our  immediate  mised.     Another  parliament  is  to  be  called, 
feelings ;  that  in  prudence  we  ought  not  to  be  Away  back  to  America  again  <hi  a  fourdi 
quite  so  ready  with  our  taxes,  until  we  can  voyage,  and  to  a  third  election.     Does  the 
secure    the    desired    representation    in  Par-  author  mean  to  make  our  kings  as  immOTtal  in 
liament.    Perhaps  it  may  be  some  time  before  their  personal  as  in  their  politic  character  ?  or, 
this  hopeful  scheme  can  be  brought  to  perfect  whilst  he  bountifully  adds  to  their  life,  wiU  he 
maturity,  although  the  author  seems  to  be  no  take  from  them  their  prerogative  of  dissohrii^ 
wise  aware  of  any  obstructions  that  lie  in  the  parliaments,  in  favour  of  the  American  union? 
way  of  it.    He  talks  of  his  union,  just  as  he  or  are  the  American  representatives  to  be  per- 
does  of  his  taxes  and  his  savings,  with  as  much  petual,  and  to  feel  neither  demises  of  the  crown^ 
tangfroid  and  ease,  as  if  his  wish  and  the  nor  dissolutions  of  parliament? 
enjoyment  were  exactly  the  same  thing.    He         But  these  things  may  be  granted  to  him, 
appears  not  to  have  troubled  his  head  with  the  without  bringing  him  much  nearer  to  his  poinL 
infinite  difficulty  of  settling  that  representation  What  does  he  think  of  re-election  ?   is  the 
on   a   fair  balance  of  wealth  and  numbers  American  member  the  only  one  who  is  not  to 
throughout  the  several  provinces  of  America  take  a  place,  or  the  only  one  to  be  exempted 
and  the  West  Indies,  under  such  an  infinite  from  the  ceremony  of  re-election  ?    How  wifl 
variety  of  circumstances.  It  costs  him  nothing  this  great  politician  preserve  the  rights  c^eleo- 
to  fight  with  nature,  and  to  conquer  the  order  tors,  the  fairness  of  returns,  and  the  privilege 
of  Providence,  which  manifestly  opposes  itself  of  the  house  of  commons,  as  the  sole  judge  of 
to  the  possibility  of  such  a  parliamentary  union,  such  contests  ?  It  would  undoubtedly  be  a  glo- 
But  let  us,  to  indulge  his  passion  for  pro-  rious  sight  to  have  eight  or  ten  petitions,  or 
jects  and  power,  suppose  the  happy  time  arri-  double  returns,  from  Boston  and  Barbadoes, 
ved,  when  the  author  comes  into  the  ministry,  fi-om  Philadelphia  and  Jamaica,  the  members 
and  is  to  realize  his  speculations.    The  writs  returned,  and  the  petitioners,  with  all  their 
are  issued  for  electing  members  for  America  train  of  attorneys,  solicitors,  mayors,  select 
and  the  West  Indies.  Some  provinces  receive  men,  provost-marshals,  and  above  five  hundred 
them  in  six  weeks,  some  in  ten,  some  in  twenty,  or  a  thousand  witnesses,  come  to  the  bar  of  the 
A  vessel  may  be  lost,  and  then  some  provinces  house  of  commons.    Possibly  we  might  be  in- 
may  not  receive  them  at  all.    But  let  it  be,  temipted  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  pleasing 
that  they  all  receive  them  at  once,  and  in  the  spectacle,  if  a  war  should  break  out,  and  our 
shortest  time.    A  proper  space  must  be  given  constitutional  fleet,  loaded  with  members  of 
■for  proclamation  and  for  the  election;    some  parliament,  returning  ofiScers,  petitions,  and 
weeks  at  least.    But  the  members  are  chosen ;  witnesses,  the  electors  and  elected,  shouki  be- 
and,  if  ships  are  ready  to  sail,  in  about  six  come  a  prize  to  the  French  or  Spaniards,  and 
more  they  arrive  in  London.    In  the  mean  be  conveyed  to  Carthagena  or  to  La  Vera 
time  the  parliament  has  sat,  gnd  business  far  Cruz,  and  from  thence  perhaps  to  Mexico  or 
advanced,  without  American  representatives.  Lima,  there  to  remain  until  a  cartel  for  mem- 
Nay  by  this  time,  it  may  happen,  that  the  pai^  bers  of  parliament  can  be  settled,  ot  until  the 
liament  is  dissolved ;  and  then  the  members  war  is  ended. 

ship  themselves  again,  to  be  again  elected.         In  trudi,  the  author  has  little  studied  this 

The  writs  may  arrive  in  America,  before  the  business;  or  he  might  have  known,  that  some 

poor  members  of  a  parliament  in  which  they  of  the  most  considerable  provinces  of  America, 

never  sat,  can  arrive  at  their  several  provinces,  such  for  instance  as  Connecticut  and  Massa- 

A  new  interest  is  formed,  and  they  find  other  chusetts  Bay,  have  not  in  each  of  them  two 

members  are  chosen  whilst  they  are  on  the  men  who  can  afford,  at  a  distance  from  their 

high  seas.     But,  if  the  writs  and  members  estates,  to  spend  a  thousand  pounds  a  year, 

arrive  together,  here  is  at  best  a  new  trial  of  How  can  these  provinces  be  representeid  at 

skill  among  the  candidates,  after  one  set  of  Westminster?    If  their  province  pays  them. 
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diey  are  American  agents,  with  salariM,  and  tions  would  be  very  simple,  and  mutuallj  bene- 

not  independent  mendbers  of  parliament.    It  is  ficial  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  if  the 

true,  that  formerly  in  England  members  had  old  navigation  laws  were  adhered  to."'*'    That 

salaries  from  their  constituents ;  but  they  all  "  the  transportation  should  be  in  all  cases  in 

had  salaries,  and  were  all,  in  this  way,  upon  a  ships  belonging  to  British  subjects."      That 

par.    If  these  American  representatives  have  "  even  British  ships  should  not  be  generatly 

no  salaries,  then  they  must  add  to  the  list  of  received  into  the  colonies  from  any  part  <^ 

ourpensionersanddependantsat  court,  or  they  Europe,    except    the    dominions   of   Great 

must  starve.    There  is  no  alternative.  Britain."     That  "  it  is  unreasonable  that  com 

Enou^  of  this  visionary  union ;  in  which  and  such  like  products  should  be  restrained  to 
much  extravagance  appears  without  any  fancy,  come  first  to  a  British  port."  What  do  all 
and  the  Judgment  is  shocked  without  any  thing  these  fine  observations  signify  ?  Some  of  them 
to  refresh  the  imagination.  It  looks  as  if  the  condemn,  as  ill  practices,  things  that  were 
author  had  dropped  down  from  the  moon,  with-  never  practised  at  alL  Some  recommend  to 
(Mit  any  knowledge  of  the  general  nature  of  this  be  done,  things  that  always  have  been  done, 
globe,  of  the  general  nature  of  its  inhabitants,  Others  indeed  convey,  though  obliquely  and 
without  the  least  acquaintance  wiih  the  affairs  loosely,  some  insinuations  highly  dangerous  to 
of  this  country.  Grovernor  Pownal  has  handled  our  commerce.  If  I  could  prevail  on  myself 
the  same  subject.  To  do  him  justice,  he  treats  to  think  the  author  meant  to  ground  any  prac- 
it  upon  far  more  rational  principles  ot  specula-  tice  upon  these  general  propositions,  I  should 
tion ;  and  much  more  like  a  man  of  business,  think  it  very  necessary  to  ask  a  few  questions 
He  thinks  (erroneously,  I  conceive;  but  he  about  some  of  thenf.  For  instance,  what  does 
does  think)  that  our  legislative  rights  are  in-  he  mean  by  talking  of  an  adherence  to  the  old 
complete  without  such  a  representation.  It  is  navigaticm  laws  ?  does  he  mean,  that  the  par- 
no  wonder^  dierefore,  that  he  endeavours  by  ticular  law,  12  Car.  IL  c.  19,  commonly  called, 
every  means  to  obtain  it.  Not  like  our  author,  "  The  Act  of  Navigation,"  is  to  be  adhered 
who  is  always  on  velvet,  he  is  aware  6[  some  to,  and  that  the  several  subsequent  additions, 
difficulties ;  and  he  proposes  some  solutions,  amendments,  and  exceptions,  ought  to  be  all 
But  nature  is  too  hard  for  both  these  authors;  repealed  ?  ^so,he  will  make  a  strange  havoc 
and  America  is,  and  ever  will  be,  without  in  the  whole  system  of  our  trade  laws,  which 
actoal  representation  in  the  house  of  commons ;  have  been  universally  acknowledged  to  be  fuU 
nor  will  any  minister  be  wild  enough  even  to  as  well  founded  in  the  alterations  and  excep- 
prt^Kise  such  a  representation  in  parliament;  tions,  as  the  act  of  Charles  the  Second  in  the 
however  he  may  choose  to  throw  out  that  pro-  original  provisions ;  and  to  pursue  full  as  wisely 
ject,  together  with  others  equally  far  tcom  his  ^e  great  end  of  that  very  politic  law,  the  in- 
real  opinions  and  remote  from  his  designs,  crease  of  the  British  navigation.  I  fancy  the 
merely  to  fall  in  with  the  different  views,  and  writer  could  hardly  propose  any  thing  more 
captivate  the  afiections,  of  different  sorts  of  alarming  to  those  immediately  interested  in 
men.  that  navigation  than  such  a  repeal.    If  he  does 

Whether  these  projects  arise  from  the  au-  not  mean  this,  he  has  got  no  farther  than  a 
Ihor's  real  political  principles,  or  are  only  nugatory  proposition,  which  nobody  can  con« 
orou^t  out  in  subservience  to  his  political  tradict,  and  for  which  no  man  is  the  wiser, 
views,  they  compose  the  whole  of  any  thing  That  "  the  regulations  for  the  colony  trade 
that  b  alike  precise  and  defmite,  which  the  would  be  few  and  simple  if  the  old  navigation 
aathor  has  given  us  to  expect  fi^m  that  admi-  laws  were  adhered  to,"  I  utteHy  deny  as  a 
nistration  which  is  so  much  the  subject  of  his  fact.  That  they  ought  to  be  so,  sounds  well 
praises  and  prayers.  As  to  his  general  propo-  enough ;  but  this  proposition  is  of  the  same 
sitioDs,  that  "  Uiere  is  a  deal  of  difference  be-  nugatory  nature  with  some  of  the  former.  The 
tween  impossibilities  and  great  difficulties ;"  regulations  for  the  colony  trade  ought  not  to 
that  "  a  great  scheme  cannot  be  carried,  unless  be  more  nor  f^wer,  nor  more  nor  less  complex, 
made  the  business  olt  successive  administra-  than  the  occasion  requires.  And,  as  that  trade 
tions ;"  that  "  virtuous  and  able  men  are  the  is  in  a  great  measure  a  system  of  art  and  ro- 
fittest  to  servetheir  country ;"  all  this  I  look  on  strictitm,  they  can  neither  be  few  nor  simple, 
as  no  more  than  so  much  rubble  to  fill  up  the  It  is  true,  that  the  very  principle  may  be  de- 
spaces  between  the  regular  masonry.  Pretty  stroyed,  by  multiplying  to  excess  the  means  of 
much  in  the  same  light  I  cannot  forbear  consi-  securing  it.  Never  did  a  minister  depart  inorQ 
dering  his  detached  observations  on  commerce ; 
■Qcfa  as,  that  "  the  system  for  cc^ony  regula-*  *  F  89 
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iwrMted  the  oosBts,  and  gave  to  the  coUeGtioo    reseDtful  people,  who  thought  themselves  deeply 
of  revenue  the  air   of  hostile  contribution,     injured,  and  that  they  were  contending  fiir  every 
About  the  same  time  that  these  regulations     thing  that  was  valuable  in  the  world, 
seemed  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  the  only        In  England,  our  ministers  went  on  without 
trade  from  whence  the  plantations  derived  any     the  least  attention  to  these  alarming  diqxisi- 
specie,  an  act  was  made,  putting  a  stop  to  the     tions ;  just  as  if  they  were  doing  the  most  corn- 
future  emission  of  paper  currency,  which  used     nu>n  things  in  the  most  usual  way,  and  among 
to  supply  its  place  among  them.   Hand  in  hand     a  people  not  only  passive  but  pleased.    They 
with  this  went  another  act,  for  obliging  the     took  no  one  step  to  divert  the  dangerous  spirit 
colonies  to  provide  quarters  for  sddiers.    In-     which  began  even  then  to  appear  in  the  oc^o- 
stanUy  followed  another  law,  for  levying  through-     nies,  to  compromise  with  it,  to  mollify  it,  or  to 
out  all  America  new  port  duties,  upon  a  vast     subdue  it.    No  new  arrangements  were  made 
variety  of  commodities  of  their  consumption,     in  civil  government ;  no  new  powers  or  iostnio- 
and  scHue  of  which  lay  heavy  upon  objects  ne-     tions  were  given  to  govemours  ;  no  augmenta- 
cessary  fi>r  their  trade  and  fishery.    Immedi-     tion  was  made,  or  new  disposition,  of  forces, 
ately  Ufxm  the  heels  of  these,  and  amidst  the     Never  was  so  critical  a  measure  pursued  with 
uneasiness  and  confusion  produced  by  a  crowd     so  little  provision  against  its  necessary  cons^ 
of  new  impositions  and  regulations,  some  good,  quences.     As  if  all  common  prudence  had 
some  evil,  some  doubtful,  all  crude  and  ill-  abandoned  the  ministers,  and  as  if  they  meant 
considered,  came  another  act,  for  imposing  an  to  plunge  themselves  and  us  headlong  into  that 
universal  stamp  duty  on  the  colonies ;  and  this  gulph  which  stood  gaping  before  them ;  by 
was  declared  to  be  little  more  than  an  experi-  giving  a  year's  notice  of  the  project  of  their 
ment,  and  a  foundation  of  future  revenue.    To  stampnact,  they  allowed  time  for  all  the  discon- 
render  these  proceedings  the  more  irritating  to  tents  of  that  country  to  fester  and  come  to  a 
the  colonies,  the  principal  argument  used  in  bead,  and  for  all  the  arrangements  which  fac- 
favour  of  their  ability  to  pay  such  duties  was  tious  men  could  make  towards  an  opposition  to 
the  liberality  of  the  grants  of  their  assemblies  the  law.    At  the  same  time  they  carefully  con- 
during  the  late  war.  Never  could  any  argument  cealed  from  the  eye  of  parliament  those  remon- 
be  more  insulting  and  mortifying  to  a  people  strances  which    they  had  actually  received; 
habituatedtothegrantingof  their  own  money,  and  which  in  the  strongest  manner  indicated 
Taxes  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue  had  the  discontent  of  some  of  the  colonies,  and 
hitherto  been  sparingly  attempted  in  America,  the  consequences  which  might  be  expected ; 
Without  ever  doubting  the  extent  of  its  lawful  they  concealed  them,  even  in  defiance  of  an 
power,  parliament  always  doubted  the  propriety  order  of  council,  that  they  should  be  laid  before 
of  such  impositions.    And  the  Americans  on  parliament.  Thus,  by  concealing  the  true  state 
their  part  never  thought  of  contesting  a  right  c^  the  case,  they  rendered  the  wisdom  of  the 
by  which  they  were  so  little  aflTected.    Their  nation  as  improvident  as  their  own  temerity, 
assemblies  in  the  main  answered  all  the  pur-  either  in  preventing  or  guarding  against  the 
poses  necessary  to  the  internal  occonomy  of  a  mischief.    It  has  ipdeed,  from  the  beginning 
free  people,  aixl  provided  tor  all  the  exigencies  to  this  hour,  been  the  uniform  policy  of  this  set 
of  government  which  arose  among  themselves,  of  men,  in  order,  at  any  hazard  to  obtain  a 
In  the  midst  of  that  happy  enjoyment,  they  present  credit,  to  propose  whatever  might  be 
never  thought  o£  critically  setJing  the  exact  pleasing,  as  attended  with  no  difficulty ;  and 
limits  of  a  power,  which  was  necessary  to  their  aflerwards  to  throw  all  the  disappointment  of  the 
union,  their  safety,  their  equality,  and  even  wild  expectations  they  had  raised,  upon  those 
their  liberty.     Thus  the  two  very  difficult  who  have  the  hard  task  of  freeing  the  public 
points,  superiority  in  the  presiding  state,  and  from  the  consequences  of  their  peraicious  pro- 
freedom  in  the  subordinate,  were  <ni  the  whole  jects. 

sufficiently,  that  is,  practically,    reconciled;         Whilst  the  commerce  and  tranquillity  of  the 

without  agitating  those  vexatious  questions,  whole  empire  were  shaken  in  this  manner,  our 

which  in  truth  rather  belong  to  metaphysics  affairs  grew  still  more  distracted  by  the  internal 

than  politics,  and  which  can  never  be  moved  dissensions  of  our  n^inisters.    Treachery  and 

without  shaking  the  foundations  of  the  best  ingratitude  was  charged  from  one  side ;  despo- 

4j|ovemments  that  have  ever  been  constituted  by  tism  and  tyranny  from  the  other ;  the  vertigo  of 

human  wisdom.     By   this   measure  was  let  the  regency  bill;  the  awkward  reception  of  the 

loose  that  dangerous  spirit  o£  disquisition,  not  silk  bill  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  the  in- 

in  the  coolness  of  philosophical  inquiry,  but  considerate  and  abrupt  rejection  of  it  in  the 

inflamed  with  all  the  passions  of  an  haughty  house  of  lords;  the  strange  and  violent  tumulti 
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irose  in  coosequence,  and  which  were  dislike  to  their  predecessors  in  office.  As  Utds 

"  more  serious,  by  being  charged  by  the  could  it  be  owing  to  personal  cowardice,  and 

I  upon  one  ano^r ;  the  report  of  a  dread  of  consequences  to  themselves.    Minis- 

I  and  brutal  treatment  of  the ,  by  a  tens,  timorous  from  their  attachment  to  place 

Her  at  the  same  time  odious  to  the  people ;  and  power,  will  fear  more  from  the  conse« 

al  coDspired  to  leave  the  public,  at  the  close  of  quences  of  one  court  intrigue,  than  from  a  thou- 

Aeaesion  of  1765,  in  as  critical  and  perilous  sand  difficulties  to  the  commerce  and  credit  of 

asilnation,  as  ever  the  nation  was,  or  could  be,  their  country  by  disturbances  at  three  thousand 

■  atime  when  she  was  not  immediately  threa-  miles  distance.    From  which  of  these  the  mi- 


by  her  neighbours.  nisters  had  most  to  apprehend  at  that  time,  is 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  in  these  circum-     known,  I  presume,  universally.    Nor  did  they 


that  a  new  administration  was  formed,  take  that  resolution  from  a  want  of  the  fullest 
Prnfewing  even  industriously,  in  this  public  sepse  of  the  inconveniences  which  must  ncces- 
■itter,  to  avoid  anecdotes ;  I  say  nothing  of  sarily  attend  a  measure  of  concession  from  the 
those  &inous  reconciliations  and  quarrels,  sovereign  to  the  subject.  That  it  must  increase 
vfaidk  weakened  the  body  that  should  have  been  the  insolence  of  the  mutinous  spirits  in  Ame- 
Ihe  natural  support  of  this  administration.  I  rica,  was  but  too  obvious.  No  great  measure 
na  no  risk  in  affirming,  that,  surroimded  as  indeed,  at  a  very  difficult  crisis,  can  be  pur^ 
diey  were  with  difficulties  of  every  species,  sued,  which  is  not  attended  with  some  mis- 
■Dfting  but  the  strongest  and  most  uncomipt  chief;  none  but  conceited  pretenders  in  public 
mse  of  their  duty  to  the  public  could  have  pre-  business  will  hold  any  other  language:  and 
nUed  opon  some  of  the  persons  who  composed  none  but  weak  and  unexperienced  men  wUl  be- 
lt to  undertake  the  king's  business  at  such  a  lieve  them,  if  they  should.  If  we  were  found  in 
tiae.  Their  preceding  character,  their  mea^  such  a  crisis,  let  those  whose  bold  designs,  and 
nres  while  in  power,  and  the  subsequent  con-  whose  defective  arrangements,  brought  us  into 
dKtofmanyof  them,  I  think,  leave  no  room  it,  answer  for  the  consequences.  The  business 
to  charge  ^is  assertion  to  flattery.  Having  of  the  then  ministry  evidently  was,  to  tsike  such 
ndertaken  the  commonwealth,  what  remained  steps,  not  as  the  wishes  of  our  author,  or  as 
tat  dwm  to  do  ?  to  piece  their  conduct  upon  the  their  own  wishes  dictated,  but  as  the  bad  situ- 
broken  ciiain  of  former  measures?  If  they  had  ation  which  their  predecessors  had  left  them, 
been  so  inclined,  the  ruinous  nature  of  those  absolutely  required. 

netnres,  which  began   instantly  to  appear.         The  d^obedience  to  this  act  was  universal 
would  not  have  permitted  it.    Scarcely  had  throughout  America  ;  nothing,  it  was  evident, 
diejrenteredintoofficejwhenletters  arrived  from  but  the  sending  a  very  strong  military,  backed 
aD  parts  of  America,  making  loud  complaints,  by  a  very  strong  naval  force,  would  reduce  the 
btdud  by  strcHig  reasons,  against  several  of  seditious  to  obedience.    To  send  it  to  one 
^  principal  regulati(Ais  of  the  late  ministry,  town,  would  not  be  sufficient ;  every  province 
M  threatoung  destruction  to  many  valuable  of  America  must  be  traversed,  and  must  be 
bnndies  of  commerce.    These  were  attended  subdued.  I  do  not  entertain  the  least  doubt  but 
with  rq>re8entati(His  from  many  merchants  and  this  could  be  done.    We  might,  I  think,  with- 
c^tal  manu&cturers  at  home,  who  had  all  their  out  much  difficulty  have  destroyed  our  colonies, 
iaterests  invoked  in  the  support  (^lawful  trade,  This  destruction  might  be  effected,  probably 
and  in  Ae  suppressicMi  of  every  sort  of  contra-  in  a  year,  or  in  two  at  the  utmost.  If  the  ques- 
bmd.    Whibt  these  things  were  under  consi-  tion  was  upon  a  foreign  nation,  where  every 
deration,  that  conflagrati(xi  blazed  out  at  once  successful  stroke  adds  to  your  own  power,  aiul 
in  North  America ;  an  universal  disobedience,  takes  from  that  of  a  rival,  a  just  war  with 
and  open  resistance  to  the  stamp  act ;  and,  in  such  a  certain  superiority  would  be  undoubt- 
in  consequence,  an  universal  stop  to  the  course  edly  an  advisable  measure.    But  four  mUlion 
of  justice,  and  to  trade  and  navigation,  through-  of  debt  due  to  our  merchants,  the  total  cessation 
out  that  great  important  country ;  an  interval  of  a  trade  annually  worth /our  miUion  more,  a 
daring  which  the  trading  interest  of  England  large  foreign  traffic,  much  home  manufacture, 
lay  under  the  most  dreadful  anxiety  which  it  a  very  C2q)ital  immediate  revenue  arising  from 
ever  fek.  colony  imports,  indeed  the  produce  of  eve^ 
The  repeal  of  that  act  was  proposed.  It  was  one  of  our  revenues  greatly  depending  on  this 
madh  too  serious  a  measure,  and  attended  with  trade,  all  these  were  very  weighty  accumulated 
too  ntany  difficulties  upon  every  side,  for  tiie  considerations,  at  least  well  to  be  weighed,  be- 
then  ministry  to  have  undertaken  it,  as  some  fore  that  sword  was  drawn,  which  even  by  its 
pahry  writers  have  asserted,  from  envy  and  victories  must  produce  all  the  evil  effects  cf 
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A^gnatcitintkBd  defeat.  How  puUic  ere-  These  were  «)nie<£  the  motives  dnrarn  from 
dk  unit  have  soffered,  I  need  not  aaj.  If  the  principles  oToooveiueDcefiir  tfaatrepeaL  When 
eaoditioa  of  the  oataon,  at  the  ckee  cf  our  the  object  caoie  to  be  moce  nanawiy  in^tected, 
fomfm  war,  was  what  this  author  represents  every  motive  ooncurred.  These  cokmies  were 
it,  socfa  a  civil  war  would  have  been  a  bad     evinfendy  ibonded  in  subservience  to  the  com- 

ooocfa  on  which  to  r^xise  our  wearied  virtue,  meroe  of  Ghreat  Britain.    From  this  principle, 

Far  fiom  being  able  to  have  entefed  into  new  the  whole  system  of  our  laws  concerning  them 
^ansflfoKooomy,  we  must  have  bonched  into     became  a  system  of  restriction.     A  double 

a  new  «ea,  I  fear  a  boundless  sea,  of  ei^tense.  monopoly  was  established  on  the  part  <^  the 

Such  an  addition  of  debt,  with  such  a  dimino-  parent  country ;  1.  A  monopoly  of  their  whole 
tion flf  revenue  and  trade,  wouldhave  lefi.  us  in  import,  which  is  to  be  altogether  &om  Great 
no  want  i£ 9,  State <tf  the  Nation  to  aggravate     Britain;  2.  A  monopoly  of  aO  their  export, 

the  picture  of  our  distresses.  ^diich  is  to  be  no  where  but  to  Great  Britain, 

Our  trade  felt  this  to  its  vitals;  and  our  then  as  &r  as  it  can  serve  any  pnqrase  here.     On 

mimsters  were  not  ashamed  to  say,  that  they  the  same  idea  it   was  contrived  that   they 

sympathized  with  the  feelingi  of  our  merchant,  should  send  ail  their  products  to  us  raw,  and 
The  univeisal  alarm  of  the  whole  trading  body  in  their  first  state;  and  that  they  should  take 
of  Eng^bmd  will  never  be  ^"gVil  at  by  them  ev«y  thing  fitxn  us  in  the  last  stage  of  manu- 
as  an  lU-grounded  or  a  pretended  panic    The     iacture. 

universal  desire  c£  that  body  will  alwajrs  have  Were  ever  a  people  uader  such  circom- 
great  wei^  with  them  in  eveiy  consid^ation  stances,  that  is,  a  people  who  were  to  export 
connected  with  commerce ;  neither  ought  the  raw,  and  to  receive  manufactured,  and  this, 
opinion  of  that  body  to  be  slighted  (notwith-  not  a  few  luxurious  articles,  but  all  articles, 
standing  the  contemptuous  and  indecent  Ian-  even  to  those  of  the  grossest,  most  vulgar,  and 
ga&ge  of  this  author  and  his  associates)  in  any  necessary  consumption,  a  people  who  were  in 
consideration  whatsoever  of  revenue.  Nothing  the  hands  of  a  general  monopolist,  were  ever 
among  us  is  more  quickly  or  deeply  affected  such  a  people  subjected  of  a  possibility  of 
by  taxes  t^any  kind  than  trade  ;  and  if  an  Ame-  becoming  a  just  Object  of  revenue  ?  All  the 
ricantax  wasarealreiief  toEo^and,  no  part  ends  of  their  foundation  must  be  supposed 
of  the  cooununity  wodd  be  sooner,  or  mare  utterly  contradicted  before  they  could  become 
materially  relieved  by  it  than  our  merchants,  such  an  olject  Every  trade-law  we  have 
But  they  well  know  that  the  trade  of  En^and  made  must  have  been  eluded,  and  become  use- 
must  be  more  burthened  by  one  penny  raised  in  less,  before  they  could  be  in  sach  a  conditi<HL 
America,  than  by  three  in  England ;  and  if  The  partisans  of  the  new  system,  who,  mi 
that  penny  be  raised  with  the  uneasiness,  the  most  occasions,  take  credit  for  fuU  as  much 
discontent,  and  the  confusion  of  America,  more  knowledge  as  they  possess,  think  proper  od 
than  by  ten.  this  occasicm  to  counterfeit  an  extraordinary 

If  the  opinion  and  wish  of  the  landed  interest  degree  af  ignorance,  and  in  consequence  of 'it 

is  a  motive,  and  it  is  a  fair  and  just  (xie,  £or  to  assert,  "  that  the  balance  (between  the  colo- 

taking  away  a  real  and  large  revenue,  the  nies  and  Great  Britain)  is  unknown,  and  that 

desire  of  the  trading  interest  of  England  ou^  no  important  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from 

to  be  a  just  ground  for  taking  away  a  tax,  of  premises  so  very  uncertain."!    Now  to  what 

little  better  than  q>eculation,  which  was  to  be  can  this  ignorance  be  owing?  were  die  navi- 

coUected  by  a  war,  which  was  to  be  kept  up  gation  laws  made,  that  this  balance  shoukl  be 

with  the  perpetual  discontent  of  those  who  unknown  ?  is  it  from  the  course  of  exchange 

were  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  the  value  of  that  it  is  unknown,  which  all  the  world  knows 

whose  produce,  even  afler  the  ordinaary  charges  to  be  greatly  and  perpetually  against  the  cdo- 

d*  cdlection,  was  very  uncertain  ;*  afier  the  nies  ?  is  it  from  the  doubtful  nature  of  the  trade 

extraordinary  f  the  dearest  purchased  revenue  we  carry  on  with  the  colonies  ?  are  not  these 

that  ever  was  made  by  any  nation.  schemists  well  apprised,  that  the  colonists, 

particularly  those  of  the  northern  provinces, 

♦  It  Is  Observable,  that  the  partisans  of  Ame-  ^^^''^J"'^!  ^''°"'  ?^  ^"**^'  ^?  ?""** 

tJcan  taxation,  when  they  have  a  mind  to  repre-  ™^*^»  ™"*  ^  ^«^  ™  "^®'°™  to  us  ?  that  a 

sent  this  tax  as  wonderfully  beneficial  to  Eng-  gr^&t  part  of  their  foreign  balance  is,  and  must 

land,  state  it  as  worth  £.100,000  a  year ;  when  be  remitted  to  London?    I  shall  be  ready  to 

tSrlSS.i>XiX''»"£.SSKi!*''U^''i?  «*»»  that  the  col«.ie,  oaght  to  be  t.«d  U, 

Is  very  difficult  to  compute  what  its  produce 

might  have  been.  \  Considerations,  p.  74. 
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ctaatrj,  when  I  know  that  respectaUe  antiiaritiM,  ancient  or  modern,  or 

■•  out  of  debt  to  iti  conmerce.    This  rest  upon  the  clearest  nuucims,  drawn  from  the 

wafiHnidiMBiegroimd  to  his  theories,  ezperieoceofother  states  and  empires,  will  be 

—siii  ate  a  discorery  to  the  public,  if  lisble  to  the  greatest  errours  imaginable.    The 

'liCH  riiew  this  by  any  medium.    But  he  teUs  object  is  whoUy  new  in  the  world.     It  is  sin- 

"  tfieir  seas  are  covered  with  ships,  gular :  it  is  grown  up  to  this  magnitude  and 

i  Arir  rivers  floating  with  commerce."'''  importance  within  the  memory  of  man ;  nothing 

'^^  trae.    But  it  is  with  oiar  ships  that  the  in  history  is  parallel  to  it.     All  the  reasonings 

«  eorered ;  and  their  rivers  float  with  about  it,  that  are  likely  to  be  at  all  solid,  must 

oommerce.    The  American  merchants  be  drawn  from  its  actual  circumstances.    In 

■•  mr  ftctors ;  all  in  reality,  most  even  in  this  now  system  a  principle  of  commerce,  of 

ibml    The  Americans  trade,  navigate,  culti-  artificial  commerce,  must  predominate.    This 

VMi,  with  English  capitals ;  to  their   own  commerce  must  be  scoured  by  a  multitude  of 

),  to  be  sure ;  for  without  these  capi-  restraints  very  alien  from  the  spirit  of  liberty ; 

dieir  {Roughs  woukl  be  stopped,  and  their  and  a  powerftd  authority  must  reside  in  the 

I  wind-boond.    But  he  who  fliinishes  the  princiiMd  state,  in  order  to  enforce  them.    But 

opita]  most,  on  the  wfaide,  be  tfie  person  the  people  who  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  these 

piiaci|ially  benefited ;  tfie  person  who  worics  restraints  are  descendants  (^^n^shmen ;  and 

^OB  it  profits  on  his  part  too ;  but  he  profits  in  of  an  high  and  free  spirit.    To  hold  over  them 

a  Bobofdinate  way,  as  our  colonies  do ;  that  is,  a  government  made  up  of  nothing  but  restraints 

■s  the  servant  of  a  wise  and  indulgent  master,  and  penalties,  and  taxes  in  the  granting  of 

■d  no  otherwise.    We  have  all,  except  the  which  they  can  have  no  share,  will  neither  be 

ftaiBum;  without  whidi,  even  slaves  will  not  wise  nor  long  practicable.     People  must  be 

Unmt.  governed  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  their  tem- 

Vdie  author's  principles,  which  are  the  com-  per  and  disposition ;  and  men  of  free  character 

nolicna,  be  right,  that  the  price  of  our  and  spirit  must  be  ruled  with,  at  least,  some 

is  so  greatly  enhanced  by  our  ccmdescension  to  this  spirit  and  this  character. 

I ;  then  the  Americans  already  pay  in  that  The  British  colonist  must  see  something  which 

wqr  a  riuure  of  our  impositions.    He  is  not  will  distinguish  him  from  the  colonists  of  other 

•riismed  to  assert,  that  "  France  and  China  nations. 

■ay  be  said,  on  the  same  principle,  to  bear  a  Those  reasonings,  which  infer  from  the  many 

part  of  oar  charges,  {or  they  consume  our  com-  restraints  under  which  wo  have  already  laid 

■odities.''-}-      Was  ever  such  a  method  of  America,  to  our  right  to  lay  it  under  still  more, 

reasoning  heard  of?  Do  not  the  laws  absdutely  and  indeed  under  all  manner  of  restraints,  are 

eonfine  die  colonies  to  buy  from  us,  whether  conclusive ;   conclusive  as  to  right ;  but  the 

fiveign  nadoos  sell  cheaper  or  not  ?   On  what  very  reverse  as  to  policy  and  practice.     We 

edier  idea  are  all  our  pn^ibitions,  regulati<»is,  ought  rather  to  infer  fiT>m  our  having  laid  the 

goarda,   penalties,  and   finfeitures,  framed?  colonies  under  many  restraints,  that  it  is  rea- 

To  secure  to  us,  not  a  commercial  preference,  sonable  to  compensate  them  by  every  indulgence 

iriueh  stands  in  need  of  no  penalties  to  enforce  that  can  by  any  means  be  reconciled  to  our 

it;  it  finds  its  own  way ;  but  to  secure  to  us  a  interest.     We  have  a  great  empire  to  rule, 

trade,  which  is  a  creature  of  law  and  institu-  composed  of  a  vast  mass  of  heterogeneous 

Ikm.    What  has  this  to  do  with  the  principles  governments,  all  more  or  less  free  and  popular 

cf  a  foreign  trade,  which  is  under  no  mono-  in  their  forms,  all  to  be  kept  in  peace,  and  kept 

poly,  and  in  whidi  we  cannot  raise  the  price  out  of  conspiracy,  with  one  another,  all  to  be 

of  our  goods,  without  hazarding  the  demand  held  in  subordination  to  this  country ;  while  the 

fiir  then?    None  but  the  authors  of  such  mea-  spirit  of  an  extensive  and  intricate  and  trading 

sores  could  ever  think  of  making  use  of  such  interest  pervades  the  whole,  always  qualifying, 

Mumenta.  suid  often  controlling,  every  general  idea  of 

Whoever  goes  about  to  reason  on  any  part  constitution  and  government.    It  is  a  great  and 

of  the  policy  of  this  country  with  regard  to  difficult  object ;   and  I  wish  we  may  possess 

America,  upon  die  mere  abstract  principles  of  wisdom  and  temper  enough  to  manage  it  as  we 

government,  or  even  upon  those  of  our  own  ought.    Its  importance  is  infinite.    I  believe 

ancient  constitution,   will   be   oflen   misled,  the  reader  will  be  struck,  as  I  have  been,  with 

Those  who  reeort  for  arguments  to  the  most  org  singular  fact.    In  the  year  1704,  but  sixty- 
five  years  ago,  the  whole  trade  with  our  planta- 

♦  Conrideratiomi,  p.  79.  ^ions  was  but  a  few  thousand  pounds  more  in 

t  Considerations,  p.  74.  die  export  article,  and  a  durd  less  in  the  import. 
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«ifii  diat  which  we  nofw  euiy  cd  with  fim  id  ffae  fint  inrtance  tat  soppfy,  bat  in  die  hat 

nnde  H*"^  of  Jftmaka:  ezigenoe  §ar  oantranl,)  it  is  obnom,  that  the 

EzpoitB.        Imports,  presiding  waabonty  of  Giieat  Britain,  as  the 

Total  Engliah  plaota-  bead,  the  aibiler,  and  director  of  the  vHiole 

tioos  in  1704,     <-     £ASAft85  -  £^14,491  empire,  would  vaniafa  into  an  empty  name, 

ffiiP^W,  1707,                 467,681  -  1,S4S,7^  without  operatioo  or  energy.    With  the  habi- 
tual exercise  of  such  a  power  in  the  otdinaiy 

From  the  same  infivmation  I  find  that  oar  course  of  supply,  no  trace  of  freedom  could 

dealing  with  moat  of  the  European  nations  is  remain  to  America.*    If  Great  Britain  were 

bat  litde  increased ;  these  nations  have  been  stripped  of  this  right,  every  princqile  of  uni^ 

pretty  ?—««*  at  a  stand  since  that  time ;  and  and  sobordinatian  in  the  empire  was  gone  for 

we  have  rivals  in  their  trade.    This  cdiaay  in-  ever.    Whedier  all  this  can  be  reconciled  in 

tercourse  is  a  new  worid  of  commerce  in  a  legalspecolatkHUjisamatterofnooonieqaence. 

manner  created ;  it  stands  upon  principles  of  It  is  reconciled  in  policy ;  and  politics  ought  to 

its  own ;  principles  hardty  worth  endangering  be  adjusted,  not  to  human  reasonings,  but  to 

for  any  little  consideration  of  extorted  revenue,  human  nature ;  of  which  the  reason  is  but  a 

The  reader  sees,  that  I  do  not  enter  so  fuQy  part,  and  by  no  means  the  greatest  part, 
into  this  matter  as  obviously  I  might.  I  have  Founding  the  repeal  on  this  basb,  it  was 
already  been  led  into  greater  lengths  than  I  judged  proper  to  lay  before  parliament  the  whde 
intended.  It  is  enough  to  say,  that  before  the  deUul  of  the  American  affairs,  as  fidly  as  it 
mimsteisof  1766  bad  determined  to  propose  the  had  been  laid  before  the  ministry  themselves^ 
repeal  of  the  stamp  act  in  parliament,  they  had  Ignorance  of  those  affairs  had  misled  pariia^ 
the  whole  of  the  American  constitution  and  ment.  Knowledge  alone  could  bring  it  into 
commerce  very  iiilly  before  them.  They  con-  the  right  road.  Every  paper  of  (^fice  was  laid 
sidered  maturely ;  they  decided  wUh  wisdom :  upon  die  table  of  the  two  houses ;  every  deno- 
let  me  add,  with  firmness.  For  diey  resolved,  mination  oi  men,  either  of  America,  or  con- 
as  a  preliminary  to  that  repeal,  to  assert  in  the  nected  with  it  by  office,  by  residence,  by  corn- 
fullest  and  least  equivocal  terms  the  unlimited  merce,  by  interest,  evoi  by  injury ;  mm  of  civil 
legislative  right  of  this  country  over  its  colo-  and  military  capacity,  officers  of  the  revenue, 
nies;  and,  having  done  this,  to  propose  the  merchants,  manufacturers  ofevery  species,  and 
repeal,on  principles,  not  of  constitutional  right,  from  every  town  in  England,  attended  at  the 
but  on  those  of  expediency,  of  equity,  of  lenity,  bar.  Such  evidence  never  was  laid  before  par- 
and  of  the  true  interests  present  and  futiue  of  liament  If  an  emulation  arose  ayong  the 
that  great  object  for  whic^  alcxie  the  colonies  ministers  and  members  of  parliament,  as  the 
were  founded,  navigation  and  commerce.  This  author  righdy  observes,!  for  the  repeal  of  this 
plan,  I  say,  required  an  uncommon  degree  of  act,  as  well  as  for  the  other  regulati(»s,  it  was 
firmness,  when  we  consider  that  some  of  those  not  on  the  confident  assertions,  the  airy  specu- 
persons  who  might  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  laticms,  or  the  vain  promises  cf  ministers,  that 
promoting  the  repeal,  violendy  withstood  the  it  arose.  It  was  the  sense  of  parliament  on  the 
declaratory  act;  and  they  who  agreed  with  evidence  before  them.  No  one  so  much  as  sus- 
administration  in  the  principles  of  that  law,  pects  that  ministerial  allurements  or  terrours 
equally  made,  as  weQ  the  reasons  oa  which  had  any  share  in  it. 

the  declaratory  act  itself  stood,  as  those  on  Our  author  is  very  much  displeased,  that  so 

which  it  was  opposed,  grounds  for  an  opposi-  much  credit  was  given  to  the  testimony  of  mer- 

tion  to  the  repeal.  chants.    He  has  an  habit  of  railing  at  them; 

If  the  then  ministry  resolved  first  to  declare  and  he  may,  if  he  pleases,  indulge  himself  in 
the  ri^t,  it  was  not  from  any  opinion  they 

entertained  of  its  future  use  in  regular  tax-  *  I.do  not  here  enter  into  the  unsatisfactory 

m,    ...                |.  „ ^  ,i_, X  disquisition  concerning  representation  real  or 

ation.    Their  opmions  were  M  and  decl^  preiumed.   I  only  say,  thai  a  great  people,  who 

against  the  ordinary  use  of  such  a  power.   But  have  their  property,  withoat  any  reserve,  in  all 

it  was  plain,  that  the  general  reasonings  which  cases,  disposed  of  by  another  people  at  an  im> 

were  employed  against  that  power  went  direcUy  ^ense  distance  from  them,  will  not  think  them- 

r  /  1     ■  1  .•       .  l1        j      ^       *  Jp  selves  in  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.    It  will  be 

to  our  whole  legislative  right ;  and  one  part  of  j^ard  to  shew  to  those  who  are  in  such  a  state, 

it  could  not  be  yielded  to  such  arguments,  with^  which  of  the  usual  parts  of  the  definition  or  dc- 

out  a  virtual  surrender  of  all  the  rest.  Besides,  scription  of  a  free  people  are  applicable  to  them  ; 

if  that  very  specific  power  of  levying  money  in  »»<* »'  ^i"**'*??*'  Plf  ««»*^'  »«'•  ^"«  to  attempt  to 

M  UMI.I,  «ci;r  BiTBvu    1^  ^  •    A                 J**  prove  that  they  have  no  right  to  be  comnre* 

the  colomes  were  not  retamed  as  a  sacred  trust  g^nded  in  such  a  descripaon.                      ^ 

in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  (to  be  used,  not  f  p.  si. 
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iL  It  win  not  do  areat  mischief  to  that  re^>ect' 
able  set  of  men.  The  substance  of  their  tes- 
tunoiqr  was,  that  their  debts  in  America  were 
▼ery  great :  that  the  Americans  decUned  to  pay 
them,  or  to  renew  their  wders,  whilst  this  act 
continued;  that,  under  diese  circumstances, 
they  despaired  of  the  recovery  of  their  debts, 
or  the  renewal  of  their  trade  in  that  country: 
that  they  apprehended  agenenJ  failure  of  mer- 
cantile credit.  The  manufacturers  deposed  to 
the  same  general  purpose,  with  this  addition, 
that  many  of  them  had  discharged  several  of 
their  artifitsers ;  and,  if  the  law  and  the  resist- 
ance to  it  sfaoukl  contioue,  must  dismiss  them  all. 
This  testmumy  is  treated  with  great  con- 
tempt by  our  auUior.  It  must  be,  I  suppose, 
because  it  was  contradicted  by  the  plain  nature 
of  things.  Suppose  then  tliat  Jbo  raerdiants 
bad,  to  gratify  this  author,  given  a  contrary 
eridence  ^  and  had  deposed,  thai  while  America 
remained  in  a  state  of  resistance,  whitet  four 
mUUon  of  debt  remained  unpaid,  whilst  the 
coarse  of  justice  was  suspended  for  want  of 
stamped  paper,  so  that  no  debt  could  be  reco' 
vered,  whilst  there  was  a  total  stop  to  trade, 
because  every  ship  Was  subject  td  seizure  for 
want  of  stamped  clearances,  and  while  die 
colonies  were  to  be  declared  in  rebellion,  and 
sobdued  by  armed  force,  that  in  these  circunn 
stances  they  would  still  continue  to  trade  cheer- 
fidly  and  finrlessly  as  before ;  would  not  such 
witnesses  provoke  universal  indignation  for 
their  folly  or  their  widcedness,  and  be  deser- 
vedly hooted  from  the  bar  ;'*'  would  any  human 


*  Here  the  author  has  a  note  altogelner  in 
his  usual  strain  of  reasoning ;  he  finds  out  that 
somebody,  hi  the  course  of  this  multifarious 
evidence,  had  said,  *<that  a  very  considerable 
part  of  the  orders  of  1765  transmitted  from  Ame* 
rica  had  been  afterwards  suspended ;  but  that 
in  case  Uie  stamp  act  was  repealed,  those  orders 
were  to  be  executed  in  the  present  year  1766 ;»' 
and  thai,  on  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  "  the 
exports  to  the  colonies  would  be  at  least  double 
the  valae  of  the  exports  of  the  past  year."  He 
then  triumphs  exceedingly  on  their  having  (hllen 
short  of  it  on  (he  state  of  the  custodi-house  en- 
tries.  I  do  not  well  know  what  conclusion  he 
draws  applicable  to  his  purpose,  from  these 
facta.  He  does  not  deny  that  all  the  orders 
which  came  from  America  subsequent  to  the 
disturbances  of  the  stamp  act  were  on  the  con- 
dition of  that  act  being  repealed ;  and,  he  does 
not  assert  that,  notwithstanding  that  act  should 
be  enforced  by  a  strong  hand,  still  the  orders 
would  be  executed.  Neither  does  he  quite  ven- 
ture to  say  that  this  decline  of  the  trade  in  1766 
was  owing  to  the  repeal.  What  does  he  there- 
fine  infer  from  it,  favourable  to  the  enforcement 
of  that  law  ?  It  only  comes  to  this,  and  no  more ; 
those  merchants,  who  thought  our  trade  would 
be  doubled  In  the  subsequent  year,  were  mis- 


faith  have  given  credit  to  such  assertions?  The 
testimony  of  the  merchants  was  necessary  for 
the  detail,  and  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  the 
feeling  of  the  house ;  as  to  the  general  reasons^ 
they  spdce  abundantly  for  themselves. 
Upon  these  principfos  was  the  act  repealed, 

taken  in  their  speculations.  So  that  the  stamp 
act  was  not  to  be  repealed  unless  this  specula- 
tion of  theirs  was  a  probable  event.  But  it  waa 
not  repealed  in  ord'e)r  to  double  our  trade  in  that 
year,  as  every  body  knows,  (whatever  some 
merchants  might  have  said,)  but  lest  in  that 
vear  we  should  have  no  trade  at  all.  The  fact 
IS,  that,  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  year 
1765,  that  is,  until  about  the  month  of  October, 
when  the  accounts  of  the  disturbances  came 
thick  upon  us,  the  American  trade  went  on  as 
usual.  Before  this  time,  the  stamp  act  could 
not  affect  it.  Afterwards,  the  merchants  fell 
into  a  great  consternation ;  a  general  stagnation 
in  trade  ensued.  But  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  ministry  favoured  the  repeal  of  the 
stamp  act,  several  of  the  bolder  merchants  ven- 
tured to  execute  their  orders  ;  others  more  timid 
hung  back :  in  this  manner  the  trade  continued 
in  a  state  of  dreadful  fluctuation  between  the 
fears  of  those  who  had  ventured,  for  the  event 
of  their  boldness,  adtl  the  anxiety  of  those 
whose  trade  was  suspended,  until  the  royal 
assent  was  finally  given  to  the  bill  of  repeal. 
That  the  trade  of  1766  was  not  equal  to  that  of 
1765,  could  not  l>e  owing  to  the  repeal ;  it  arose 
from^quite  diiferent  causes,  of  which  the  author 
seema  not  to  be  uware:  Ist,  Our  conquests 
during  the  war  had  laid  open  the  trade  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  West  indies  to  our  colonies 
much  more  largely  than  they  had  ever  enjoyed 
it ;  this  continued  for  some  time  after  the  peace : 
but  at  length  ic  was  extremely  contracted,  and 
in  some  places  reduced  to  nothing.  Such  in 
particular  was  the  state  of  Jamaica.  On  the 
taking  the  Havannah  all  the  stores  of  that  island 
were  emptied  into  that  place,  which  produced 
unusual  orders  for  goods,  for  supplying  their 
own  consumption,  as  well  as  for  further  specu- 
lations of  trade.  These  ceasing,  the  trade  stood 
on  its  own  bottom.  This  is  one  cause  of  the 
diminished  export  to  Jamaica;  and  not  the 
childish  idea  of  the  author,  of  an  impossible 
contraband  from  the  opening  of  the  ports.  5Jd, 
The  war  had  brought  a  great  influx  of  cash 
into  America,  for  the  pay  and  provision  of  the 
troox)6 ;  and  this  an  unnatural  increase  of  trade, 
which,  as  its  cause  failed,  must  in  some  degree 
return  to  its  ancient  and  natural  bounds.  3d, 
When  the  merchants  met  from  all  parts,  and 
compared  their  accounts,  they  were  alarmed  at 
the  immensity  of  the  debt  due  to  them  from 
America.  They  found  that  the  Americans  had 
over-traded  then-  abilities.  And,  as  they  found 
too  that  several  of  them  were  capable  of  making 
the  state  of  political  events  an  excuse  foi  their 
failure  in  commercial  punctuality,  many  of  our 
merchants  in  some  degree  contracted  their  trade 
from  that  moment.  However,  it  is  idle,  in  such 
an  immense  mass  of  trade,  so  liable  to  fluctua- 
tion,  to  infer  any  thing  from  such  a  deficiency 
as  one  or  even  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
In  1767,  when  the  disturbances  subsided,  this 
deficiency  was  made  up  again. 
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and  it  produced  all  the  good  effect  which  was  trade  as  the  primary  end,  and  reremie  ImtMa 

ezpectmi  from  it :  quiet  was  restored  ;  trade  very  subordinate  coDmdrauticm.    Wljere  trads 

generally  returned  to  its  ancient  channels ;  time  was  likely  to  suffer,  they  did  not  hesitate  ftt 

and   means  were    furnished    for   the    better  an  instant  to  prefer  it  to  taxes,  whose  prodns 

strengthening  of  government  there,  as  well  as  at  best  was  contemptible,  in  coropartsaaof  ths 

for   recovering,   by  judicious  measures,  the  object  which  they  mi^t  ondangor.    The  oAk 

affections  of  the  people,  had  that  ministry  con-  of  their  principles  was,  to  suit  the  reveme  to 

tinned,  or  had  a  ministry  succeeded  with  dispo-  the  okgect.    Where  the  difficidty  of  CQttectiM^ 

sitions  to  improve  that  opportunity.  from  die  nature  of  the  coontry,  and  of  die  rev^ 

Such  an  administration  did  not   succeed,  nue  establishment,  is  sorery  notorioii8,iti*ai 

Instead  of  profiting  of  that  season  of  tranquil-  their  policy  to  hold  out  as  few  ten^itatioM  to 

lity,  in  the  very  next  year  they  chose  to  return  smuggling  as  possible,  by  keying  the  dutioias 

to  measures  of  the  very  same  nature  with  those  nearly  as  they  could  cm  a  balance  with  the  riiL 

which  had  been  so  solemnly  condemned ;  thou^  On  these  principles  they  made  many  aUeradooi 

upon  a  smaller  scale.    The  effects  have  been  in  the  port  duties  of  1764,  both  in  the  mode  lad 

correspondent.    America  is  again  in  disorder;  in  the  quantity.    The  author  basnet  attempted 

not  indeed  in  the  same  degree  as  formerly,  nor  to  prove  them  erroneous.  He  oonqilainsenNi^    1 

any  thing  like  it.    Such  good  effects  have  at-  to  shew  that  he  is  in  an  ill  humour,  notthatUs    1 

tended  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  that  the  adversaries  have  done  amiss.  * 

colonies  have  actually  paid  the  taxes  ;  and  they        As  to  the  regulations  v^di  were  merely  re-     4 

have  sought  their  redress  (upon  however  im-  lative  to  commerce,  many  were  then  nude;     j 

proper  principles)  not  in  their  own  violence,  as  and  they  were  all  made  upon  this  principle,  .<| 

formerly  \*  but  in  the  experienced  benignity  of  that  many  of  the  colonies,  and  those  some  of     j 

parliament.     They  are  not  easy  indeed,  nor  the  most  abounding  in  people,  were  so  situated     « 

ever  will  be  so,  under  this  auth<H^s  schemes  of  as  to  have  very  few  means  of  traffic  vridi  this     ■ 

taxation ;  but  we  see  no  Umger  the  same  gene-  country.    It  became  therefixre  our  interest  to 

ral  fiiry  and  confusion,  which  attended  their  let  them  into  as  much  foreign  trade  as  could  be     ' 

resistance  to  the  stam[>-act.    The  author  may  given  them  without  interfering  wi&  our  own; 

rail  at  the  repeal,  and  those  who  proposed  it,  and  to  secure  by  every  method  the  return  to 

as  he  pleases.    Those  honest  men  suffer  all  the  mother  country.  Without  some  such  scheme 

his  obloquy  with  pleasure,  in  the  midst  of  the  of  enlargement,  it  was  obvious  that  any  benefit 

quiet  which  they  have  been  the  means  of  giving  we  could  expect  frtxn  these  cokxiies  most  be 

to  their  country ;  and  wouM  think  his  praises  extremely  limited.    Accordingly  many  ftdli- 

for  their  perseverance  in  a  pernicious  scheme,  ties  were  given  to  their  trade   with  tibe  fb- 

a  very  bad  compensation  for  the  disturbance  of  reign  plantations,  and  with  the  southern  parts 

our  peace,   and  the  ruin  of  our  commerce.  ofEurc^.    As  to  the  ccmfining  the  returns  to 

Whether  the  return  to  the  system  of  1764,  for  this  country,  administration  saw  the  misdii^ 

raising  a  revenue  in  America,  the  discontents  and  folly  of  a  plan  of  indiscriminate  restraint 

which  have  ensued  in  consequence  of  it,  the  They  applied  their  remedy  to  that  part  where 

general  suspension  of  the  assemblies  in  c(nise-  the  disease  existed,  and  to  that  €xi3y ;  on  this 

quence  of  these  discontents,  the  use  of  the  mili-  idea  tiiey  establi^ed  regulatioDs,    &r  more 

tary  power,  and  the  new  and  dangerous  com-  likely  to  check  the  dangerous  clandestine  trade 

missions  which  now  hang   over  them,   will  with  Hamburgh  and  H^land,  than  this  author's 

produce  equally  good  effects,  is  greatly  to  be  friends,  or  any  of  their  {wvdecesson  had  ever 

doubted.    Never,  I  fear,  will  this  nation  and  done. 

the  colonies  fall  back  upon  their  true  centre  c£         The  friends  of  the  author  have  a  method 

gravity,  and  natural  point  of  repose,  until  the  surely  a  little  whimsical  in  all  this  sort  of  dis- 

ideasd*  1766  are  resimied,  and  steadily  pursued,  cussions.    They  have  made  an  ionomerable 

As  to  the  regulations,  a  great  subject  of  the  multitude  of  commercial  regulations,  at  wfaidi 

author's  accusation,  they  are  of  two  sorts;  one  the  trade  of  England  exclaimed  with  one  voice, 

of  a  mixed  nature,  of  revenue  and  trade;  the  and  many  of  which  have  been  altered  on  the 

other  simply  relative  to  trade.    With  regard  to  unanimous  opinion  of  that  trade.    StiU  they 

the  former  I  shall  observe,  that,  in  all  delibera-  go  on,  just  as  before,  in  a  sort  of  droning  pane- 

tions  concerning  America,  the  ideas  of  that  gyric  on  themselves,  talking  of  these  regula- 

administration  were  principally  these  ;  to  take  tions  as  prodigies  of  wisdom;  and,  instead  of 

appealing  to  those  who  are  most  aflfected  and 

•  The  disturbances  have  been  in  Boston  only ;  *®  ^>«st  judges,  they  turn  round  in  a  petpetoal 

and  were  not  in  consequence  of  the  late  dutieSi  circle  of  their  ownreasonii^  and  pretenoes; 
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AifAMid]roiiav«rfipoia  one  of  their  own  pam-     <£h;  uidthat  ahnoet  ereiy  rettrictiooononr 
to  another:   ''See/'  say  they, ''this     comraunicatioQ  with  our  neighbours  there,  is  a 


in  the  Regulations  of  the  Colo-  restriction  unfavourable  to  ourselves. 

"  See  this  satisfiictorily  proved  in  The  Such  were  the  principles  that  guided,  aiti 

."    By  and  by  we  shall  have  the  authority  that  sanctioned,  these  regida^ 

;  "  See  for  Uus  The  State  of  the  Na-  tions.    No  man  ever  said,  that,  in  the  multi- 

I  wish  to  take  another  method  in  vin-  plicity  of  regulations  made  in  the  administr»> 

the  (^posite  system.    I  refer  to  the  tion  of  their  predecessors,  none  were  useful : 

of  mcffchants  for  these  regulations ;  some  certainly  were  so ;  and  I  defy  the  author 

t$  dMir  dianks  when  they  were  obtained ;  and  to  shew  a  commercial  regulation  <^  that  period, 

to  1km  atroog  and  grateful  sense  they  have  ever  which  he  can  prove,  from  any  authority  except 

■Me  exprMsed  of  the  benefits  received  under  his  own,  to  have  a  tendency  beneficial  to  oom- 

liMt  administration.  merce,  that  has  been  repealed.    So  far  were 

Afl  adminiBtrationB  have  in  their  onnmercial  that  ministry  fi^m  being  guided  by  a  spirit  of 

liguiatioai  beeo  generally  aided  by  the  opinion  contradiction  or  of  innovation. 


rfsome  mendiants;  too  firequently  by  that  of  a  The  author's  attack  aa  that  administration, 
far,  and  Ihoae  a  sort  of  favourites :  they  have  for  their  neglect  of  our  claims  on  foreign 
bsM  direded  1^  the  opinion  of  one  or  two  powers,  is  by  much  the  most  astonishing  in- 
■wthants,  who  were  to  merit  in  flatteries,  and  stance  he  has  given,  or  that,  I  believe,  any 
to  be  paid  incontracts;  who  frequently  advised,  man  ever  did  give,  of  an  intrepid  efirontery. 
MC  fir  Che  general  good  of  trade,  but  for  their  It  relates  to  the  Manilla  ransom ;  to  the  Canada 
frivaia  advantage.  During  the  administration  bills ;  and  to  the  Russian  treaty.  Codd  one 
cf  which  this  author  con^^ins,  the  meetings  imagine,  that  these  very  things,  which  he  thup 
«f  Morahanta  iqx>n  the  business  of  trade  were  chooses  to  object  to  others,  have  been  the  prin- 
■■MTOus  and  public ;  sometimes  at  the  house  cipal  subject  of  charge  against  his  &vourita 
sf  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham ;  sometimes  ministry  ?  Instead  of  deariog  them  of  these 
It  Mr.  Dowdesw^'s;  sometimes  at  Sir  charges,  he  appears  not  so  much  as  to  have  heaiti 
Qeorge  Saviile's,  an  house  always  open  to  ofthem;  but  throws  them  directly  upon  the  admip 
ofwy  deUberation  fiivourable  to  the  liberty  or  nistration  which  succeeded  to  that  of  his  friends. 
Ihe  eomnierce  of  bis  country.  Nor  were  these  It  is  not  always  very  pleasant  to  be  obliged 
■eetiDgs  confined  to  the  merchants  of  London,  to  produce  the  detail  of  this  kind  of  transactions 
Meicfaaots  and  manufacturers  were  invited  to  the  public  view.  I  will  ccmtent  myself  there- 
from aU  the  considerable  towns  in  England,  fore  with  giving  a  short  state  of  facts,  which, 
Tliey  oonlerred  with  the  ministers  and  active  when  the  author  chooses  to  contradict,  he  idiaU 
■enibcfs  of  parliament.  No  private  views,  see  inroved,  more,  perhaps,  to  his  conviction 
■0  local  interests  prevailed.  Never  were  points  than  to  his  liking.  The  first  fact  then  is,  that 
in  trade  settled  upon  a  larger  scale  of  informa-  the  demand  for  the  Manilla  ransom  had  been 
tion.  They  idw  attended  these  meetings  well  in  the  author's  favourite  administration,  so 
know,  what  ministers  they  were  who  heurd  the  neglected,  as  to  appear  to  have  been  little  less 
■Mst  patiently,  vAko  comprehended  the  most  than  tacidy  abandoned.  At  home,  no  counte- 
desriy,  and  who  provided  the  most  wisely,  nance  was  given  to  the  claimants ;  and  when 
Let  then  this  aittfaor  and  his  fiiends  still  con-  it  was  mentioned  in  parliament,  the  then  leader 
tinae  in  poasewnon  of  the  practice  of  exalting  did  not  seem,  at  least,  a  very  sanguine  adw^ 
Ifaeir  own  abilities,  in  their  pamphlets,  and  in  cate  in  favour  of  thedaim.  These  thingB  made 
dw  nevirspapers.  They  never  will  persuade  it  a  matter  of  small  difficulty  to  resume  and 
the  pidriic,  tfiat  the  merchants  of  Enghuid  were  press  that  negotiation  with  Spain.  However, 
in  a  general  confederacy  to  sacrifice  their  own  so  clear  was  our  right,  that  the  then  ministers 
iaterests  to  those  of  North  America,  and  to  resolved  to  revive  it;  and  so  little  time  wask)st, 
destroy  the  vent  of  their  own  goods  in  favour  that  though  that  administration  was  not  com- 
cf  the  manufactures  of  France  and  Holland.  pleted  until  the  9th  of  July  1765,  on  the  20th  of 
Had  the  firiends  of  this  author  taken  these  the  following  August,  Gen.  Conway  trans- 
means  of  information,  his  extreme  terrours  of  mitted  a  strong  and  full  remonstrance  on  that 
contraband  in  the  West  India  islands  wouki  subject  to  the  Earl  of  Rochefort.  The  argu- 
have  been  greatly  quieted,  and  his  objections  ment,  on  which  the  court  of  Madrid  most  r^ 
to  the  opening  of  the  ports  woukl  have  ceased,  lied,  was  the  dereliction  of  that  claim  by  the 
He  wodd  have  learned,  frmn  the  most  satisfeo-  preceding  ministers.  However,  it  was  rtill 
tory  analysis  of  the  West  India  trade,  that  we  pushed  with  so  much  vigour,  that  the  Spaniards, 
have  the  advantage  in  every  essential  article  from  a  positive  denial  to  pay,  offered  to  refer 
Vol.  I.— 10 
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Hm  denand  to  ariiitratioo.    That  proposition  tion  has  been  since  pitmded  (or,  it  k  not  waj 

was   rejected;   and  the  demand  being  still  present  business  to  examine, 

pressed,  thwe  was  all  the  reason  in  the  world  3.  The  proprietors  had  absolutely  despaired 

to  esqiect  its  being  brou^t  to  a  favourable  of  being  paid,  at  any  time,  any  proportioo  of 

issue ;  when  it  was  thought  proper  to  change  the  their  demand,  until  the  change  <£  that  ministry, 

ndministration.    WbethCT  under  their  circum-  The  merchants  were  checked  and  discounts- 

stances,  and  in  the  time  they  continued  in  nanced;  they  had  often  been  U^,  by' some  in 

"power,  more  ooidd  be  done,  the  reader  wifl  authority,  of  the  cheap  rato  at  which  these 

judge ;  who  will  hear  with  astonishment  a  Canada  bills  had  been(Nm»red ;  yet  the  author 

charge  of  mniasness  from  those  very  men,  can  talk  (^  the  composition  of  them  as  a  necee- 

whose  inactivity,  to  call  it  by  no  worse  a  name,  sity  induced  by  the  change  in  administralion. 

laid  the  chief  difficulties  in  die  way  irf"  the  re-  They  found    themselves  indeed,  before  that 

▼ived  negotiatJoo.  change,  undw  a  necessity  of  hinting  somevdiat 

As  to  the  Canada  biUs,  this  authw  thinks  of  bringing  the  matter  into  pariiament ;  but 

proper  to  assert,  "  that  the  proprietors  found  they  were  soon  silenced,  and  put  in  mind  of 

themselves  undel'  a  necessity  of  compounding  the  fiite  which  the  Newfoundland  business  had 

their  demands  upcm  the  French  court,  and  ao-  there  met  with.    Nothing  struck  them  more 

eepting  terms  which  they  had  often  rejected,  than  the  strong  contrast  brtween  the  spirit,  and 

and  v^ich  the  Earl  of  Halifax  had  declared  he  method  of  proceeding,  of  the  two  administrar 

wouU  sooner  forfeit  his  hand  than  sign."*  tions. 

When  I  know  that  the  Earl  d"  Halifax  says  so,  4.  The  Earl  of  Hali&x  never  did,  nor  oouki, 

the  Earl  of  Halifax  shall  have  an  answer ;  but  refine  to  sign  this  convention ;  because  tfaiscon- 

I  persuade  myself  that  his  kxdship  has  given  vention,  as  it  stands,  never  was  b^bre  him.| 

no  authority  for  this  ridiculous  rant.    In  the  The  author's  last  charge  on  that  minastiy, 

mean  time,  I  shall  only  speak  of  it  as  a  common  widi  regard  to  forei^  afikirs,  is  the  Russian 

ooncem  of  that  ministry.  treaty  of  commerce,  which  the  author  thi^afift 

In  the  first  place  then  I  observe,  that  a  con-  to  assert,  was  concluded  "  on  terms  the  £ai4 

vention,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills,  of  Buckinghamshire  had  refiised  to  accept  of, 

was  concluded  under  die  administration  of  1766 ;  and  which  had  been  deemed  by  former  minis- 

when  nothing  was  concluded  under  that  of  the  tors  disadvantageous  to  the  nation,  and  by  the 

favowites  of  this  Mithor.  merchants  unsafe  and  unprQfitable.''§ 

S.  This  transaction  was,  in  every  step  of  it,  Both  the  asserti<»is  in  this  paragraph  are 
carried  on  in  concert  with  tlie  persons  into-  equally  groundless.  The  treaty  then  condnded 
rested,  and  was  terminated  to  their  entire  satis-  by  SirGeorge  Macartoey  was  not  on  the  terms 
fiiction.  They  would  have  acquiesced  perhaps  which  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  had  re- 
in terms  somewhat  lower  than  those  which  fused.  The  Earl  of  Buckin^uunahire  never  did 
were  obtained.  The  author  is  indeed  too  kind  refine  terms,  because  the  business  never  came 
to  them.  Hewitt,  however,  let  them  speak  for  .  to  die  point  of  refusal,  or  acceptance ;  all  that 
themselves,  and  shew  what  their  own  opinion  he  did  was,  to  receive  the  Russian  prtgeet  for 
was  of  the  measures  pursued  in  their  favour.f  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  to  transmit  it  to 
In  what  manner  the  execution  of  the  conven-  England.    This  was  in  Noveniber  1764 ;  and 

he  left  Petersburgh  the  January  folbwing,  be- 

*  P.  94.  foro  he  could  even  receive  an  wrawer  from  his 

t  "  They  are  happy  in  having  found,  in  your  own  court.  The  conclusion  of  the  treaty  fell 
aeal  for  the  dignity  ofthis  nation,  the  means  of  to  his  successor.  Whoever  wiU  be  at  the 
liquidating  their  claims,  and  of  concluding  with  ♦.^,ui^  ♦^  -^  -.u  ..  .  7^  T\J^ 
the  court  of  France  a  convention  for  the  final  sa.  twable  to  compare  it  with  the  treaty  of  1784, 
tisfaction  of  their  deinlands  ;  and  have  given  us,  ^»^)  I  believe,  confess,  that,  if  tile  former  mi- 
commission,  in  their  names,  and  on  their  behalf,  nisters  couki  have  obtained  such  terms,  they 
most  ecHrnestly  to  entreat  your  acceptance  of  were  criminal  in  nnt  srirAntwitf  »kAm 
theirgratefuIacknowledgmenis.-WhStherthey  %.^"?^  u  *^T^T  ?* 
consider  themselves  as  Britons,  or  as  men  more  ^^  "*®  merchants  "  deemed  them  unsafe 
particularly  profiting  by  your  generous  and  spi-  and  unprofitable.''  What  merchants  ?  As  no 
rited  interposition,  they  see  great  reasons  to  be  treaty  ever  was  more  maturely  considered  so 
ihankiul.  for  having  been  supported  by  a  minis-  the  opinion  of  the  Russia  mer^ants  in  Loi^ 
ter,  in  whose  public  affections,  in  whose  wis-  ^^              «*«  **«ooi»  u*«7i wi«m«  la  Aj«iaon 


dom  and  activity,  both  the  national  honour,  and 
the  interest  of  individuals,  have  been  ai  once  so 


^      ^             ^       ^.  t  See  the  Convention  Itself  printed  by  Owen 

well  supported  and  secured."    Thanks  of  the  and  Harrison,  Warwick-lane,  17«6:  narticu- 

Canada  merchants  to  General  Conway,  Lon-  larly  the  articles  two  and  thirteen, 

don,  April  38«  1766.  ^  p.  23. 
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wu  &11  alcing  taken ;  and  all  the  instructioiia  kin^  and  the  public,  aa  another  Duke  of  Bully. ; 

salt  over  were  in  exact  conformity  to  that  and  he  concludea  the  whole  performance  with 

opinion.    Our  minister  there  made  no  step  a  very  devout  prayer. 

without  having  previously  consulted  our  mer-  The  prayers  of  politicians  may  sometimea 

chants  resident  in  Petersburgfa,  who,  before  the  be  sincere ;  and  as  this  prayer  is  in  substance, 

signing  of  the  b-ea^,  gave  the  moai  full  and  that  the  author,  or  his  friends,  may  be  soon 

unanimous  testimony  in  its  favoUr.    In  their  brought  into  power,  I  have  great  reason  to 

address  to  our  minister  at  that  court,  among  believe  it  is  very  much  from  the  heart.    It 

other  things,  they  say,  "  It  may  afford  some  must  be  owned  too  that  afler  he  has  drawn  such 

additional  satisfaction  to  your  excellency,  to  a  picture,  such  a  shocking  picture,  of  the  state 

receive  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  entire  c£  this  country,  he  has  great  fiiith  in  thinking 

and  reaeroed  tg^obatun  tf  every  artiele  in  this  the  means  he  prays  for  sufficient  to  relieve  us : 

treahr,  from  us  who  are  so  immediately  and  so  after  the  character  he  has  given  of  its  inhabi- 

nearly  ccMicemed  in  its  consequences."     This  tants  of  all  ranks  and  classes,  he  has  great  cha* 

was  signed  by  the  consul  general,  and  eveiy  rity  in  caring  much  about  them ;  and  indeed, 

British  merchant  in  Petersburgh.  no  less  hope,  in  being  of  opinion,  Uiat  such  a 

The  approbation  of  those  immediatdy  con-  detestable  nation  can  never  become  the  care  of 
corned  in  the  consequences  is  nothing  to  this  Providence.  He  has  not  evcm  found  five  good 
author.  He  and  his  friends  have  so  much  ten-  men  in  our  devoted  city, 
deraess  for  people's  interests,  and  understand  He  talks  indeed  of  men  of  virtue  and  abili^. 
them  so  much  better  than  they  do  themselves,  But  where  are  his  men  of  virtue  and  ability  to 
Ifaat,  whilst  these  pditicians  are  contending  be  found  ?  Are  they  in  the  present  ackninis- 
for  the  best  of  possible  terms,  the  claimants  are  tration  ?  never  were  a  set  of  people  more  black- 
obliged  to  go  without  any  terms  at  all.  ened  by  this  author.  Are  they  among  Uie  party 

G^ofthe  first  and  justest  complaints  against  of  those  (no  small  body)  who  adhere  to  the 
the  administo'ation  of  the  author's  friends,  was  system  of  1766  ?  these,  it  is  the  great  purpose 
the  want  of  vigour  in  their  fore^  negotiations,  of  this  book  to  calumniate.  Are  they  the  pei^ 
Their  immediate  successors  endeavoured  to  sons  who  acted  with  bis  great  friend,  since  the 
correct  that  errour,  along  with  others;  and  change  in  1762,  to  his  removal  in  176&? 
Aere  was  scarcely  a  fweign  court,  in  which  scarcely  any  of  these  are  now  out  of  employ- 
the  new  spirit  that  had  arisen  was  not  sensibly  ment ;  and  we  are  in  possession  of  his  desido- 
ielt,  acknowledged,  and  sometimes  complained  ratum.  Yet  I  think  be  hardly  means  to  select, 
of.  Ob  their  coming  into  administration,  they  even  some  of  the  highest  of  them,  as  examples 
feund  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  entirely  at  a  fit  for  the  reformation  of  a  corrupt  world, 
stand ;  instead  of  demolition,  they  found  con-  He  observes,  that  the  virtue  of  the  moet  exeift- 
straction ;  for  the  Frencli  were  then  at  work  plary  prince  that  ever  swayed  a  sceptre  "  can 
OB  the  repair  <^  the  jettees.  On  the  remoiH  never  warm  or  illuminate  Uie  body  of  his  pe<^ 
strances  of  General  Conway,  some  parts  of  pie,  if  foul  mirrors  are  placed  so  near  him  as  to 
these  jettees  were  immednitely  destroyed,  refract  and  dissipate  the  rays  at  their  first 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  personally  surveyed  emanation."*  Without  observing  upon  the 
the  place,  and  obtained  a  fuller  knowledge  of  propriety  of  this  metaphor,  or  i^ing  how 
its  true  state  and  condition  than  any  of  our  mirrors  come  to  have  lost  their  old  quality  of 
mimsters  had  done ;  and,  in  consequence,  had  reflecting,  and  to  have  acquired  that  of  refrao 
larger  offers  from  the  Duke  of  Choiseul  than  ting,  and  dissipating  rays,  and  how  far  their 
bad  ever  been  received.  But,  as  these  were  foulness  will  account  for  diis  change ;  the  re- 
riiort  of  our  just  expectations  under  the  treaty,  mark  itself  is  common  and  true :  no  less  true, 
he  rejected  them.  Our  then  ministers,  know-  and  equally  surprising  firom  him,  is  that  which 
ing  that,  in  their  administration,  the  people's  immediately  precedes  it  ;t  **  it  is  in  vain  to  en- 
minds  were  set  at  ease  upon  aO  the  essential  deavour  to  check  the  progress  of  irreligion  and 
poiots  <^  public  and  private  liberty,  and  that  licentiousness,  by  punii^ing  such  crimes  in 
00  project  of  theirs  could  endanger  the  concord  one  individual^  if  others  equally  culpable  are 
of  the  empire,  were  under  no  restraint  from  rewarded  with  the  honours  and  emoluments  of 
pursuing  every  just  demand  upon  foreign  the  state."  I  am  not  in  the  secret  of  the  au- 
oations.  thor's  manner  of  writing ;  but  it  appears  to  me. 

The  author,  towards  the  end  of  this  work,  that  he  must  intend  these  reflections  as  a  satire 

falls  into  reflections  upon  the  state  of  public  upon  the  administration  of  his  happy  years, 
morals  in  this  country  t  he  draws  use  from  this 

'kwtrme,  by  recommending  his  friend  to  the  *  P.  46.                        \  F*  46. 


t50  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PRESENT 

Were  erer  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  the  Uance  to  a  water  spout ;  Cmr  tbey  are  both  wil: 

state  more  lavishly  squandered  upon  persons  and  there  is  some  likeness  between  a  sumoMl 

scandalous  in  their  lives  than  during  that  po-  evening's  breeze  and  an  hurricane ;  they  in 

riod?     In  these  scandalous  lives,  was  there  both  wind:  but  who  can  con^Nire  oordktu^ 

anything  more  scandalous  than  the  mode  of  bances,  our  situation,  or  our  finances,  to  those  of 

punishing  one  culpable  individual  1     In  that  France  in  the  time  of  Henry?    Ghreat  BritiiB 

individual,  is  any  thing  more  culpable  than  his  is  indeed  at  this  time  wearied,  but  not  broken, 

having  been  seduced  by  the  example  of  some  with  the  efforts  of  a  victcxious  fiMreiga  «v; 

<^  those  very  persons  by  whom  he  was  thus  not  sufficiently  relieved  by  an  inadequate  peace, 

persecuted  ?  but  somewhat  benefited  by  that  peace,  and 

The  author  is  so  eager  to  attack  others,  that  infinitely  by  the  consequences  of  that  war.  The      ^ 

he  provides  but  indifferently  for  his  own  de-  powers  of  Eun^  awed  by  our  victories,  and 

fence.     I  believe,  without  going  beyond  the  lying  in  ruins  upon  every  side  of  us.  Burthened     '* 

page  I  have  now  before  me,  he  is  very  sensi-  indeed  we  are  with  d^t,  but  abounding  with 

b)o,  that  I  have  sufficient  matter  of  further,  resources.  We  have  a  trade,  not  pecfaaps  equal 

and,  if  possible,  of  heavier,  diarge  against  his  to  our  wishes,  but  more  than  ever  we  pos* 

fi'iends,  upon  his  own  principle.    But  it  is  be-  sessed.    In  effect,  no  pretender  to  the  crown; 

cause  the  advantage  is  too  great,  that  I  decline  nor  nutriment  for  such  desperate  and  destmC" 

making  use  of  it.    I  wish  the  author  had  not  tive  factions  as   have  formerly  daksa  this 

thought  that  all  methods  are  lawful  in  party,  kingdom. 

Above  all,  he  ought  to  have  taken  care  not  to  As  to  our  finances,  the  author  trifles  with 

wound  his  enemies  through  the  sides  of  his  us.    When  Sully  came  to  those  of  France,  in 

country.    This  he  has  done,  by  making  that  what  order  was  any  part  of  the  &iancEal  sys- 

monstrous  aud  overcharged  picture  of  the  dis*  tem  ?  or  what  system  was  th^re  at  all  ?   Tb«re 

tresses  of  our  situation.    No  wonder  that  he,  is  no  man  in  office  who  must  not  be  sensible 

who  finds  this  country  in  the  same  condition  that  ours  is,  without  the  act  of  any  p^tm^ing 

with  that  of  France  at  the  time  of  Henry  the  minister,  the  most  regular  and  ord&Ay  system 

Foioth,  could  also  find  a  resemblance  between  perhaps  that  ever  was  known ;   the  best  se> 

his  political  friend  and  the  Duke  of  Sully.    As  cured  against  all  firauds  in  the  collection,  and 

to  those  personal  resemblances,  people  will  all  misapplication  in  the  expooditure  of  public 

oflen  judge  of  them  from  their  affections :  they  money. 

may  imagine  in  these  clouds  whatsoever  figures  I  admit  that,  in  this  flourishing  state  of 

they  please ;  but  what  is  the  conformation  of  things,  there  are  appearances  enough  to  excite 

that  eye  which  can  discover  a  resemblance  of  uneasiness  and  apprehension.     I  admit  there 

this  country  and   these  times  to  those  with  is  a  canker-worm  in  the  rose ; 
which  the  author  compares  them  ?    France,  a 

country  just  recovered  out  of  twenty-five  years     Z 1 T  "!l®^l*\  ^^  *^P!®  ?®PP"?™  . 

of  the  most  cruel  and  desolating  civil  war  that  ^''^^[  *"*'^  *"^""^»  ^"^  '"^  '^'^^  f  ^^''"  *"«^ 

perhaps  was  ever  known.    The  kingdom,  under  This  is  nothing  else  than  a  spirit  <^  disconr 

the  veil  of  momentary  quiet,  full  of  the  most  nection,  of  distrust,  and  of  treachery  among 

atrocious  political,  operating  upon  the  most  fu-  public  men.    It  is  no  accidental  evil ;  nor  has 

rious  fanatical  factions.   Some  pretenders  even  its  effect  been  trusted  to  the  usual  fiuilty  of  na- 

to  the  crown ;  and  those  who  did  not  pretend  ^ure ;  the  distemper  has  been  inoculated.    The 

to  the  whole,  aimed  at  the  partition  of  the  authcH*  is  sensible  of  it,  and  we  lament  it  to- 

monarchy.     There  were  almost  as  many  com-  gether.    This  distemper  is  alone  sufficient  to 

petitors  as  provinces;  and  all  abetted  by  the  take  away  considerably  from tho  benefits  (^ our 

greatest,  the  most  ambitious,  and  most  enter-  constitution  and  situation,  and  perhaps  to  ren- 

prising  power  in  Europe.    No  place  safe  from  der  their  continuance  in-ecarious.  If  these  evil 

treason ;  no,  not  the  bosoms  on  which  the  most  dispositions  should  spread  much  farther,  they 

amiable  prince  that  ever  lived   reposed  his  must  end  in  our  destruction ;  for  nothing  can 

head ;  not  his  mistresses ;  not  even  his  queen,  save  a  people  destitute  of  public  and  private 

As  to  the  finances,  they  had  scarce  an  exis-  faith.    However,  the  author,  for  the  present 

tencA,  but  as  a  matter  of  plunder  to  the  mana-  state  of  things,  has  extended  the  charge  by 

gers,  and  of  grants  to  insatiable  and  ungrateful  much  too  widely ;  as  men  are  but  too  apt  to 

courtiers.  take  the  measure  of  all  mankind  firom  their  own 

How  can  our  author  have  the  heart  to  describe  particular  acquaintance.    Barren  as  this  age 

this  as  any  sort  of  parallel  to  our  situation  ?  may  be  in  the  growth  of  honour  and  virtue,  the 

To  be  sure,  an  April  shower  has  some  resem-  country  docs  not  want,  fA  this  moment,  as 
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Mav,  tad  tboae  not  a  few  emnples,  as  were  for  they  cannot  acquire  the  reputation  of  lAof 

jMriMwn,  of  an  unshaken  adherence  to  prin-  Hnd  of  abiU^  without  losing  all  the  other  r»- 

i|^  and  attachment  to  connecticm,  against  putati<Ni  they  possess. 

fray  almrement  of  interest.  Those  examples  They  will  be  charged  too  with  a  dangerous 
M  not  furnished  by  the  great  alone ;  nor  by  spirit  of  exclusion  and  proscription,  for  being 
toss,  friiose  acting  in  pi:d)lic  affairs  may  ren-  unwilling  to  mix  in  schemes  of  administration, 
ite  k  suspected  that  they  make  sudi  a  charac-  which  have  no  bond  of  uni<ni,  or  principle  of 
tareae  of  the  rounds  in  their  ladder  of  ambi-  confidence.  That  charge  too  they  must  suffer 
tioB ;  but  by  men  more  quiet,  and  nunre  in  the  with  patience.  If  the  reason  of  the  thing  had 
Aade,  on  whom  an  unmixed  sense  of  honour  not  spoken  loudly  enough,  the  miserable  exam- 
done  ooukl  operate.  Such  examples  indeed  pies  of  the  several  administrations  constructed 
ve  not  fumidied  in  great  abundance  among  upon  the  idea  of  systematic  discord  would  be 
lliose  who  are  the  subjects  of  the  author's  pane-  enough  to  frighten  them  from  such  monstrous 
uric.  He  must  look  for  them  in  another  camp,  and  ruinous  conjunctions.  It  is  however  false, 
HeiHio  complains  of  the  ill  efiects  of  a  divided  that  the  idea  of  an  united  administration  car- 
•nd  heterogeneous  administration,  is  not  justi-  ries  with  it  that  of  a  proscription  of  any  other 
fisUe  in  labouring  to  render  odious  in  the  eyes  party.  It  does  indeed  imply  the  necessity  of 
of  the  public  those  men,  whose  principles,  having  the  great  strong  holds  of  government  in 
whose  maxims  of  policy,  and  whose  personal  well-united  hands,  in  order  to  secure  the  pre- 
character,  can  alone  administer  a  remedy  to  dominance  of  right  and  uniform  principles;  of 
this  capital  evil  of  the  age;  neither  is  he  c<n)-  having  the  capital  offices  of  deliberation  and 
ntent  with  himself,  in  constantly  extolling  execution  of  those  who  can  deliberate  with 
ftose  whom  he  knows  to  be  &e  audiors  of  the  mutual  confidence,  and  who  will  execute  what 
very  misdiiefofwhidihecomi^ins,  and  which  is  resolved  with  firmness  and  fidelity.  If  this 
die  whole  nation  feels  so  deeply.  system  cannot  be  rigorously  adhered  to  in  prao- 
Tht  persons  who  are  the  objects  of  his  dis-  tice  (and  what  system  can  be  so?)  it  ought  to 
Hke  and  complaint  are  many  of  them  of  the  first  be  the  constant  aim  of  good  men  to  approach  as 
fiunifies,  and  weightiest  properties,  in  the  nearly  to  it  as  possible.  No  system  c^  that  kind 
kingdom ;  but  infinitely  more  distinguished  for  can  be  fcHmed,  which  will  not  leave  room  fully 
tfieir  untainted  honour  public  and  inrivate,  and  sufficient  for  healing  coalitions :  but  no  coali- 
tbeir  zealous  but  sober  attachment  to  the  coo-  tion,  which,  under  the  specious  name  of  inde- 
stitutioo  of  their  country,  than  they  can  be  by  pendency,  carries  in  its  bosom  the  unreconciled 
any  birth,  or  any  station.  If  they  are  the  principles  of  the  original  discord  of  parties, 
friends  of  any  one  great  man  rather  than  ever  was,  or  will  be,  an  healing  coalition.  Nor 
another,  it  is  not  that  they  make  his  aggran-  will  the  mind  of  our  Sovereign  ever  know  re- 
dizement  the  end  of  their  union ;  or  because  pose,  his  kingdom  settlement,  or  his  business 
Ibey  know  him  to  be  the  most  active  in  caba^  order,  efficiency,  or  grace  with  his  people,  until 
ling  for  his  connections  the  largest  and  spee-  things  are  established  upon  the  basis  of  some 
diest  emduments.  It  is  because  they  know  him,  set  of  men,  who  are  trusted  by  the  public,  and 
by  personal  experience,  to  have  wise  and  en-  who  can  trust  one  another. 
krged  ideas  of  the  public  good,  and  an  invinci-  This  comes  rdther  nearer  to  the  mark  than 
ble  constancy  in  adhering  to  it ;  because  they  the  author's  description  of  a  proper  administra- 
are  convinced,  by  the  wh^le  tenour  of  his  ao-  tion,  under  the  name  of  men  of  ability  and  virm 
tions,  that  he  wiD  never  negotiate  away  their  fue,  which  conveys  no  definite  idea  at  all ;  nor 
hoooor  or  his  own :  and  Uiat,  in  or  out  of  does  it  apply  specifically  to  our  grand  national 
power,  change  of  situation  will  make  no  alte-  distemper.  All  parties  protend  to  these  quali- 
ration  in  his  conduct.  This  will  give  to  such  ties.  The  present  ministry,  no  favourites  of 
a  person,  in  such  a  body,  an  authority  and  re-  the  author,  will  be  ready  enough  to  declare 
Bpcd  that  no  minister  ever  enjoyed  amcmg  his  themselves  persons  of  virtue  and  ability ;  and 
venal  dependants,  in  the  highest  plenitude  of  if  they  choose  a  vote  for  that  purpose,  porhi^ 
his  power ;  such  as  servility  never  can  give,  it  would  not  be  quite  impossible  for  them  to 
Budi  as  ambition  never  can  receive  or  relish.  procure  it.  But,  if  the  disease  be  this  distrust 
This  body  will  oflen  be  reproached  by  their  and  disconnection,  it  is  easy  to  know  who  are 
adversaries,  for  want  of  ability  in  their  political  sound,  and  who  are  tainted ;  who  are  fit  to  re- 
transactions  ;  they  will  be  ridiculed  for  missing  store  us  to  health,  who  to  continue,  and  to 
many  fiivourable  conjunctures,  and  not  profiting  spread  the  contagion.  The  present  ministry 
of  several  brilliant  opportunities  (^fortune ;  but  being  made  up  of  draughts  from  all  parties  in 
they  must  be  contented  to  endure  that  reproach ;  the  kingdom,  if  they  should  profess  any  adhe- 
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prindplM  I  hate  slated  may  in  all  events  be 
TMj  serviceable  to  their  country ;  in  one  case, 
by  fumisfaing  (if  their  Sovereign  shouid  be  so 
aidvned)  an  administration  formed  upon  ideas 
very  different  firom  those  which  have  for  8<Mne 
time  been  unfortunately  fashionable.  But,  if 
this  should  not  be  the  case,  they  may  be  still 
serviceable ;  for  tfie  example  of  a  large  body  of 
men,  steadily  sacrificing  ambition  to  princ^e, 
can  never  1m  without  use.    It  will  certainly 


be  prolifie,  and  draw  others  to  an  imHadoa. 
Vera  gloria  radioea  agity  alque  eHeanpropagOtur, 
I  do  not  think  myself  of  consequence  enough 
to  inutate  my  au^or,  in  trouUing  tfie  world 
with  the  prayers  or  wishes  I  may  form  for  die 
pid>lic:  fiill  as  Btlle  am  I  di^Msed  U>  imitste 
his  professions;  tflose  professions  are-  k»g 
since  worn  out  in  Ae  political  service.  If  the 
woi^  will  not  speak  for  the  author,  his  ows 
declarations  deserve  but  little  credit. 


APPENDIX. 


So  much  misplaced  industry  has  been  used 
by  the  author  of  The  State  of  the  Nation,  as 
well  as  by  other  writers,  to  infuse  discontent 
into  the  people,  on  account  of  the  late  war,  and 
of  the  effects  of  our  nati(Hial  debt ;  that  nothing 
ought  to  be  omitted  which  may  tend  to  disabuse 
the  public  up<Hi  these  subjects.  When  I  had 
gone  througb  the  foregoing  sheets,  I  recollected, 
that,  in  pages  58, 69,  60, 1  only  gave  the  com- 
parative states  of  the  duties  collected  by  the 
excise  at  large ;  together  with  the  quantities 
of  strong  beer  brewed  in  the  two  periods  which 
are  &ere  compared.  It  might  be  still  thought, 
that  some  other  articles  of  popular  consump- 
tion, of  general  ccmvenience,  and  connected 
with  oar  manufactures,  might  possibly  have 
decUned.  I  therefore  now  think  it  right  to  by 
before  the  reader  the  state  of  the  produce  of 
three  csipital  duties  on  sudi  artides;  duties 
which  have  6^u«[it]y  been  made  the  subject 
of  popular  comfiJaint.  The  duty  on  candles ; 
that  on  soap,  paper,  Ice. ;  and  that  on  hides. 

Average  of  net  produce  of  duty  on 

Soap,  &c.  for  eight  years,  ending 

1767,    -    - £.264,902 

Average  of  ditto  for  eight  yearS} 

ending  1754, 228,114 

Average  increase,  £.36,788 

Average  of  net  produce  of  duty  on 
Cancfles  for  8  years,  ending  1767,    £.165,789 

Average  ditto  for  eight  years,  end- 
ing 1754,    136,716 

Average  increase,  £.19,073 


Average  of  net  produce  of  duty  oo 

hides,  8  years,  ending  1767,    -      £.189,216 
Ditto  8years,  ending  1754,    ...    168,900 

Average  increase,  £.21,016 

This  increase  has  not  arisen  fircns  any  addi- 
tional duties.  None  have  been  impc»ed  en 
these  articles  during  the  war.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  biuthens  of  the  war,  and  the  late  dear- 
ness  of  provisions,  the  c(»sun^onof  all  these 
articles  has  increased,  and  the  revenue  along 
with  it. 

There  is  another  point  in  The  State  ef  die 
Nation,  to  which,  I  fear,  I  have  not  been  so 
full  in  my  answer  as  I  ought  to  have  beo^  and 
as  I  am  well  warranted  to  be.  The  author 
has  endeavoured  to  throw  a  suspicion,  or  some- 
time more,  on  that  salutary,  and  indeed  neces- 
sary measure  of  opening  the  ports  in  Jamaica. 
"  Orders  were  given,*'*  says  he,  "  in  Augu$tf 
1765,  for  the  free  admission  (rf'^ianish  vessels 
into  all  the  colonies."  He  then  observes,  that 
the  exports  to  Jamaica  foil  £^,904  short  of 
those  of  1764 ;  and  that  die  exports  of  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  1766,  fell  ^ort  of  those  c€  1765, 
about  eigh^  pounds ;  from  whence  he  wisdy 
infers,  that  this  dedine  of  exports  being  smev 
the  relaxation  of  the  laws  of  trade,  there  is  a 
just  groimd  of  suspicion,  that  the  colonies  have 
been  supplied  with  foreign  commodities  instead 
of  British. 

Here,  as  usual  with  him,  the  autbor  buSds 
on  a  fact  which  is  absolutely  false ;  and  n^ich, 
being  so,  renders  his  whole  hypothesis  abaurd 
and  impossible.    He  asserts,  that  the  order  for 

*  His  note,  p.  93. 
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Spcmisfa  veaselg  was  given  in  Au^  from  the  appearance  of  things  in  a  single  year, 

gmtf  17116.    That  order  was  not  tigned  ai  the  I  shouki  from  this  increase  of  export  infer  the 

tmmry  board  vntU  the  IBth  deaf  •/ the  Nooemr-  beneficial  effects  of  that  measare.    In  truth,  it 

hrfiimmng ;  and  therefore  se  he  from  aflfect-  is  not  wanting.   Nothing  but  the  thickest  igno- 

iigtfae  exports  of  the  year  1766,  that,  suppo-  ranee  of  the  Jamaica  trade  could  have  made 

rivanpoflsUile  diligence  in  the  commissioners  any  one  entertain  a  fancy,  that  the  least  iH 

ofOie  costoms  in  expediting  that  order,  and  efl^  on  oar  commerce  couki  foUow  from  this 

ttery  aiivantitge  of  vessels  ready  to  sail,  and  opening  of  the  ports.    But,  tf  the  author  argues 

the  most  (avoidable  wind,  it  would  hardly  even  the  effect  of  regulations  in  the  American  trade 

arrive  in  Jamaica  within  the  limits  of  that  year,  from  the  export  of  the  year  in  which  tliey  are 

This  order  conkl  therefore  by  no  possibility  made,  or  even  of  the  following ;  why  did  he 
be  a  cause  of  the  decrease  of  exports  in  1796.  not  apply  this  rule  to  his  own?  Be  had  the 
If  it  had  any  mischievous  operation,  it  coukl  same  paper  before  him  which  I  have  now  before 
not  be  before  1766.  In  that  year,  according  to  me.  He  must  have  seen  that  in  his  standard 
our  authtNT,  the  exports  fell  short  of  the  prece-  year,  (the  year  1764,)  the  principal  year  of  his 
ding,  just  aghb/  pounds.  He  is  welcome  to  new  regulations,  the  export  fell  no  less  than 
that  diminution ;  and  to  all  the  consequences  ^.128,^  short  of  that  in  1763!  Did  the  ex- 
he  can  draw  from  it.  port  trade  revive  by  these  regulations  in  1765, 

But,  as  an  auxiliary  to  account  for  this  dread-  during  which  year  they  continued  in  their  full 

fid  kiss,  he  brings  in  the  Free-port  act,  which  force  ?  It  fell  about  £.40,000  still  lower.   Here 

he  observes  (for  his  convenience)  to  have  been  is  a  fall  of  £.168,000;  to  account  for  which) 

amde  in  spring,  1766 ;  but  (for  his  convenience  wouki  have  become  the  author  much  better  than 

likewise)  he  forgets,  that,  by  the  e:q>ress  pro-  piddling  for  an  £.80  fall  in  the  year  1766  (the 

vision  of  the  act,  the  regulation  was  not  to  be  only  year  in  which  the  order  he  objects  to  could 

in  force  in  Jamaica  until  the  November  fol-  operate,)  or  in  presuming  a  fall  of  exports  from 

kiwing.    Miraculous  must  be  the  activity  of  a  regulation  which  took  place  only  in  Novem- 

that  contraband  whose  operation  in  America  ber  1766 ;  whose  effects  couki  not  appear  until 

coukl,  before  the  end  of  that  year,  have  re-acted  the  following  year ;  and  which,  when  they  do 

qpoo  England,  and  checked  the  exportation  appear,  utterly  overthrow  all  his  flimsy  reasons 

fixrni  hence !  unless  he  chooses  to  suppose,  that  and  affected  suspicions  upon  the  effect  of  open- 

tbe  merchants,  at  whose  solicitation  this  act  ing  the  ports. 

had  been  obtained,  were  so  frighted  at  the  ac-  This  author,  in  the  same  paragraph,  says, 

oompUshment  of  their  own  most  earnest  and  that  "  it  was  asserted  by  the  American  faetore 

anxious  desire,  that,  before  any  good  or  evil  and  agents j  that  the  commanders  of  our  ships 

efiect  from  it  could  happen,  they  immediately  of  war  and  tenders,  having  custom-house  com- 

put  a  stop  to  all  further  exportation.  missions,  and  the  strict  orders  given  in  1764 

It  is  obvious  that  we  must  look  for  the  true  for  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  trade  in  the 

efiect  of  that  act  at  the  time  of  its  first  possible  colonies,  had  deterred  the  Spaniards  from  tra- 

operation,  that  is,  in  the  year  1767.    On  this  ding  with  us ;  that  the  sale  of  British  manufao- 

idea  how  stands  the  account?  tures  in  the  West  Indies  had  been  greatly  les- 
sened, and  the  receipt  of  large  sums  of  specie 

1764,  Exports  to  Jamaica,     -      £456,528  prevented." 

1765,  ---------    415,624  If  the  American  f adore  and  agente  aaeerted 

1766,  -     ------     --  415,544  this,  they  had  good  ground  for  their  assertion. 

1767,  (firstyear  of  the  Free-port  act)  467,681  They  knew  that  the  Spanish  vessels  had  been 

driven  from  our  ports.    The  author  does  not 

This  author,  for  the  sake  of  a  present  momen-  positively  deny  the  fact.    If  he  should,  it  will 

tary  credit,  will  hazard  any  future  and  perma-  be  prov^.    When  the  factors  connected  this 

Dent  disgrace.     At  the  time  he  wrote,  the  measure  and  its  natural  consequences,  with  an 

account  dt  1767  could  not  be  made  up.    This  actual  fall  in  the  exports  to  Jamaica,  to  no  less 

wasthe  very  firstyear  of  the  trial  of  the  Free-  an  amount  than  £.128,450  in  one  year,  and 

port  act ;  and  we  find  that  the  sale  of  British  with  a  further  fall  in  the  next,  is  their  assertion 

conxnodities  is  so  far  from  lessened  by  that  act,  very  wonderful  ?     The  author  himself  is  full  as 

that  the  export  of  1767  amounts  to  £.52,000  much  alarmed  by  a  fall  of  only  £.40,000;  for, 

more  than  that  of  either  of  the  two  preceding  giving  him  the  frtcts  which  he  chooses  to  coin, 

years,  and  is  £.11,000  above  that  of  his  stan-  it  is  no  more.    The  expulsicm  of  the  Spanish 

dard  year  1764.    If  I  could  prevail  on  myself  to  vessels  must  certainly  have  been  one  cause,  if 

argye  in  finvour  of  a  great  commercial  scheme  not  <^  the  first  declension  of  the  exports,  yet 
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of  their  continuance  in  their  reduced  state,  moment  he  chooses  it,  he  shall  see  the  ver|r 

Other   causes   had    their  operation,  without  same  thing  asserted  by  governors  of  provincef^ 

doubt.    In  what  degree  eadi  cause  produced  by  commanders  of  men  of  war,  and  by  officcis 

its  eflfect,  it  is  hard  to  determine.    But  the  &ct  of  the  customs ;   persons  the  most  bound  la 

of  a  fall  of  exports  upon  the  restraining  plan,  and  duty  to  prevent  contraband,  and  the  most  lute* 

of  a  rise  upon  the  taking  place  of  the  enlarging  rested  in  the  seizings  to  be  made  in  cods^ 

plan,  is  established  beyond  all  contradiction.  quence  of  strict  regulation.    I  suppress  them 

This  author  says,  that  the  fticts  relative  to  for  the  present ;  wishing  that  the  author  may 

the  Spanish  trade  were  asserted  by  American  not  drive  me  to  a  more  full  discussion  of  thii 

faction  and  agenta;  insinuating,  that  the  minis-  matter  than  it  may  be  altogether  prudent  to 

try  of  1766  had  no  better  authority  for  their  enter  into.    I  wish  be  had  not  made  any  of 

plan  of  enlargement  than  fuchassertiong.  The  these  discussions  necessary. 


THOUGHTS 

ON  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS. 


Hoe  Teio  ooenlnim,  intaadnum,  domeflticam  malum,  non  modo  non  existit,  T«rum  etiam  opprimit. 

antiqttam  perspicere  atque  ezplorare  potueria.— Cia  - 

1770. 


It  18  an  andertaking  of  aome  degree  of  deli-  not  primarily  mled  by  laws ;  leaa  hy  violenee. 
cacy  to  examine  into  the  caoae  of  poblic  dia-  Whatever  original  enei^  may  be  aupposed 
onien.    If  a  man  happena  not  to  succeed  in  either  in  force  or  regulation,  the  operation  of  ^ 
such  an  inquiry,  he  will  be  thought  weak  and  both  ia,  in  truth,  merely  instrumental.  Nations 
Tisionary ;  if  he  touches  the  true  grieranoe,  are  governed  by  the  same  methods,  and  on  the 
there  is  a  danger  that  he  may  come  near  to  same  principles,  by  which  an  individual  with- 
peraoos  of  weight  and  consequence,  who  win  out  authority  is  often  able  to  govern  those  who 
ntber  be  exasperated  at  the  discovery  of  their  are  his  equals  or  his  superiours ;  by  a  know- 
OTours,  tlian  thankful  for  the  occasion  of  cor-  ledge  of  their  temper,  anid  by  a  judicious  ma- 
recting  them.  If  he  shoukl  be  obliged  to  blame  nagement  of  it ;  I  mean, — when  public  aflaini 
the  &?oarites  of  the  people,  he  will  be  consi-  are  steadily  and  quietly  conducted ;  and  when 
dered  as  the  tool  of  power;  if  he  censures  those  government  is  nothing  but  a  continued  scuffle 
in  power,  he  will  be  looked  on  as  an  instrument  between  the  magistrate  and  the  multitude ;  in 
of  faction.    But  in  all  exertions  of  duty  some-  which  sometimes  the  one  and  sometimes  the 
thing  is  to  be  hazarded.    In  cases  of  tumult  other  is  uppermost ;  in  which  they  alternately 
and  disorder,  our  law  has  invested  every  man,  yieM  and  prevail,  in  a  series  of  ccmtemptible 
in  some  sort,  with  the  authority  of  a  niagi»-  victories,  and  scandalous  submissions.     The 
trate.   When  the  affairs  of  the  naticm  are  dis-  temper  of  the  peq>le  among  whom  he  pro- 
tracted, private  people  are,  by  the  spirit  of  that  sides  ought  therefore  to  be  the  first  study  kA  a 
law,  justified  in  stepping  a  little  out  of  their  statesman.    And  the  knowledge  of  this  temper 
ndmaiy  sphere.     They  enjoy  a  privilege,  of  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  for  him  to  attain, 
somewhat  more  dignity  and  effect,  than  that  if  he  has  not  an  interest  in  being  ignorant  of 
of  idle  lamentation  over  the  calamities  of  their  what  it  is  his  duty  to  learn. 
country.    They  may  look  into  them  narrowly ;        To  complain  cH  the  age  we  live  in,  to  mur- 
tbey  may  reason  upon  them  liberally ;  and  if  mur  at  the  present  posseasors  of  power,  to 
they  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  the  lamool  the  past,  to  conceive  extravagant  hq)eB 
trae  source  of  the  mischief,  and  to  suggest  any  of  the  future,  are  the  common  dispositions  d" 
probable  method  of  removing  it,  though  they  the  greatest  part  of  mankind ;    indeed   the 
niay  displease  the  rulers  for  the  day,  they  are  necessary  efiects  of  the  ignorance  and  levity 
certainly  of  service  to  the  cause  of  government,  of  the  vulgar.    Such  complaints  and  humours 
Crorenunent  is  deeply  interested  in  every  thing  have  existed  in  all  times ;  yet  as  all  times  have 
^ch,  even  through  the  medium  of  some  tem-  noi  been  alike,  true  political  sagacity  manifests 
porary  uneasiness,  may  tend  finally  to  compose  itself,  in  distinguishing  that  complaint  which 
the  minds  of  the  subject,  and  to  conciliate  their  only  characterizes  Ithe  general  infirmity  of  hu- 
affections.    I  have  nothing  to  do  here  with  the  man  nature,  from  those  which  are  sympttMUs 
*l*tract  vahie  of  the  voice  of  the  people.    But  of  the  particular  distemperature  of  our  own  air 
as  long  as  reputaticm,  the  most  precious  po»-  and  season. 

Masion  of  every  individual,  and  as  kng  as  '    Nobody,  I  believe,  will  consider  it  merely  as 

opinion,  die  great  support  of  the  state,  depend  the  language  of  splem  <»:  disa{^intment,  if  I 

entirely  upon  that  voice,  it  can  never  be  con-  say,  that  there  is  something  particidariy  alann- 

iidered  as  a  thing  of  little  consequence  either  ing  in  the  present  conjuncture.  There  is  hardly 

to  individuals  or  to  goveraments.  Naticoa  are  a  nun,  in  or  out  of  power,  who  holds  any  other 
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language.  That  government  is  at  once  dreaded  have,  in  their  opinion,  been  able  topndnt 

and  contemned  ;  that  the  laws  are  despoiled  of  this  unnatural  ferment  in  the  nation, 

all  their  respected  and  salutary  terrourt ;  that  Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  unnatural  Ami 

their  inaction  is  a  subject  of  ridicule,  and  their  the  present  convulsions  of  this  country,  if  lb 

exertion  of  abhorrence ;  that  rank,  and  office,  above  account  be  a  true  one.    I  confess  I  rial 

and  title,  and  all  the  solemn  plausibilities  of  assent  to  it  with  great  reluctance,  udaaHjm 

the  world,  have  lost  their  reverence  and  efiect ;  the   owopulsion  of  the  clearest  and  fimort 

that  our  foreign  politics  are  as  much  deranged  proofs;  because  their  account  resolves  itnlf 

as  our  domestic  oeconomy ;  that  our  depen-  into  this  short  but  discouraging  propoaitiaB^ 

dencies  are  slackened  in  their  affection,  and  *<  That  we  have  a  very  good  ministry,  bntthgt 

loosened  from  their  obedience ;  that  we  know  we  are  a  very  bad  people  ;*'  that  we  set  oi»> 

neither  how  to  yield  nor  how  to  enforce ;  that  selves  to  bite  the  hand  that  feeds  us ;  that  with 

hardly  any  thing  above  or  below,  abroad  or  at  a  malignant  insanity  we  oppose  the  measuieii 

home,  is  sound  and  entire ;   but  that  discon-  and  ungratefully  vilify  the  persons,  of  thost 

nection  and  confusion,  in  offices,  in  parties,  in  whose  sole  object  is  our  own  pjiace  and  pn^ 

families,  in  parliament,  in  the  nation,  prevail  perity.    If  a  few  puny  libellers,  acting  under  a 

beyond  the  disorders  of  any  former  time;  these  knot  of  factious  politicians,  without  virtne, 

are  facts  universally  admitted  and  lamented.  parts,  or  character,  (such  they  are  oodsUui^. 

This  state  of  things  is  the  more  extraordk-  represented  by  these  gentlemen,)  are  saffida^ 

nary,  because  the  great  parties  which  formerly  to  excite  this  disturbance,  very  perverse  ■miK 

divided  and  agitated  the  kingdom  are  known  be  the  disposition  of  that  poofiej  among  wham 

to  be  in  a  manner  entirely  diraolved.  No  great  such  a  disturbance  can  be  excited  by  sodi 

external  calamity  has  visited  the  naticm;  no  means.    It  is  besides  no  small  aggravatim  of 

pestilence  or  famine.    We  do  not  labour  at  the  public  misfortune,  that  the  disease,  on  diil 

present  under  any  scheme  of  taxation  new  or  hypothesis,  appears  to  be  without  remedy.    If 

oppressive  in  the  quantity  or  in  the  mode,  the  wealth  ofthe  nation  be  the  cause  of  its  tnr* 

Nor  are  we  engaged  in  unsuccessful  war ;  in  bulence,  I  imagine  it  is  not  pr(^>osed  to  intio* 

which,  our  misfortunes  might  easily  pervert  our  duce  poverty,  as  a  constable  to  keep  the  peaos* 

judgment ;  and  our  minds,  sore  firom  the  loss  If  our  dominions  abroad  are  the  roots  which 

of  national  glory,  might  feel  every  bk>w  of  fos'  feed  all  this  rank  luxuriance  of  sedition,  it  is 

tune  as  a  crime  in  government.  not  intended  to  cut  them  off  in  order  to  fiunish 

It  is  impossible  that  the  cause  of  this  strange  the  fruit.    If  our  liberty  has  enfe^ed  the  ez^ 

distemper  should  not  sometimes  become  a  si;^  cutive  power,  there  b  no  design,  I  hope,  tocal 

ject  of  discourse.   It  is  a  compliment  due,  and  in  the  aid  of  deq|>otism,  to  fill  up  the  deficien* 

which  I  willingly  pay,  to  those  who  administer  cies  of  law.  Whatever  may  be  intended,  disss 

our  affairs,  to  take  notice  in  the  first  place  of  things  are  not  yet  professed.    We  aeem  there> 

their  speculation.    Our  ministers  are  of  opi-  fore  to  be  driven  to  abscdute  despair;  for  ws 

nion,  that  the  increase  of  our  trade  and  manu-  have  no  other  materials  to  woik  upon,  but 

factures,  that  our  growth  by  colonization,  and  those  out  of  which  God  has  been  pleased  to 

by  conquest,  have  concurred  to  accumulate  im-  form  the  inhalHtants  of  this  island.    If  these  bs 

mense  wealth  in  the  hands  of  some  individuals ;  radically  and  essentially  vicious,  all  that  can 

and  this  again  being  dispersed  among  the  pe(^  be  said  is,  that  those  men  are  vwy  unhappy,  to 

pie,  has  rendered  them  universally  proud,  fen>-  whose  fortune  or  duty  it  falls  to  administer  dis 

cious,  and  ungovernable ;  that  the  insolence  of  affiiirs  of  this  untoward  people.  I  hear  k  indeed 

some  from  their  enormous  wealth,  and  the  sometimes  asserted,  that  a  steady  porseveranos 

boldness  of  others  from  a  guilty  poverty,  have  in  the  present  measures,  and  a  rigorous  punish" 

rendered  them  capable  of  the  most  atrocious  mentd'  those  who  oppose  them,  will  in  come 

attempts ;  so  that  they  have  trampled  upon  all  of  time  infallibly  put  an  end  to  these  disorden. 

subordination,  and  violently  borne  down  the  But  this,  in  my  opinicm,  is  said  without  mach 

unarmed  lawsc^  a  free  gt^remment;  barriers  observation  of  our  present  disposition,   and 

too  feeble  against  the  furyc^  a  populace  so  without  any  knowledge  at  all  of  the  gmaenlnar 

fierce  and  licentious  as  ours.    They  contend,  ture  of  mankind.    If  the  matter  of  which  this 

that  no  adequate  provocation  has  been  given  nation  is  composed  be  so  very  fermentable  as 

for  so  spreading  a  diBC(Hitent;  our  affairs  bar  these  gentlemen  describe  it,  leaven  never  will 

ying  been  c<xiducted  throughout  with  remark-  be  wanting  to  work  it  up,  as  long  as  disctxitent, 

able  temper  and  ctNOSommate  wisdom.    The  revenge  and  ambition,  have  existence  in  the 

wicked  industry  of  soma  libellers,  joined  to  the  world.    Particular  punishments  are  the  cure 

intrigues  of  a  few  disappointed  politicians,  for  accidental  distempers  in  the  state ;  they 
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imdier  tiian  allay  those  heats  which  cated  on  the  Stuarts.  A  great  change  has  taken 

from  the  settled  mismanagement  of  the  place  in  the  affairs  of  this  country.    For  in  the 

■Bent,  or  from  a  natural  indisposition  in  silent  lapse  of  events  as  material  alterations 

inople.    It  is  of  the  utmost  moment  not  to  have  been  insensibly  brought  about  in  the  policy 

'"  Bustakes  in  the  use  of  strong  measures :  and  character  of  governments  and  nations,  as 

IB  is  Aen  only  a  virtue  when  it  ac-  those  which  have  been  marked  by  the  tumult 

die  most  perfect  wisdom.    In  truth,  of  public  revolutions. 

y  is  a  sort  of  natural  corrective  of  It  is  very  rare  indeed  for  men  to  be  wrong  in 
Mr  wad  ignormnce.  their  feelings  concerning  public  misconduct ;  as 
Iim  not  one  of  tiiose  whothinkthat  the  peo-  rare  to  be  right  in  their  speculation  upon  the 
fb  are  never  in  the  wrong.  They  have  been  cause  of  it.  I  have  ccmstantly  observed,  that 
M^  frequently  and  outrageously,  both  in  other  the  generality  of  people  are  fifty  years,  at  least, 
and  in  this.  But  I  do  say,  that  in  all  behindhand  in  their  politics.  There  are  but 
between  diem  and  their  rulers,  the  very  few,  who  are  capable  of  comparing  and 
ion  is  at  least  upcm  a  par  in  favour  of  digesting  what  passes  before  their  eyes  at  dif* 
Ai  people.  E^qierience  may  perhaps  justify  ferent  times  and  occasions,  so  as  to  form  the 
■i  in  going  former.  Where  popular  disccMi-  whole  into  a  distinct  system.  But  in  books 
IM  him  been  very  prevalent,  it  may  well  be  every  thing  is  settled  for  them,  without  the  exer- 
rfbaed  and  snpported,  that  there  has  been  ge-  tion  of  any  considerable  diligence  or  sagacity. 
Malf  something  found  amiss  in  the  constitu-  For  which  reason  men  are  wiae  with  but  little 
Ikn,  or  in  the  conduct  of  government  The  reflection,  and  good  with  little  self-denial,  in 
pwple  have  no  interest  in  disorder.  When  the  business  ofaU  times  except  their  own.  We 
4e]r  do  wrong,  it  is  their  errour,  and  not  their  are  very  uncomipt  and  tolerably  enlightened 
oane.  Bat  with  the  gorreming  part  of  the  state,  judges  of  the  transactions  of  past  ages ;  where 
k  ii  frr  otherwise.  They  certainly  may  act  ill  no  passions  deceive,  and  where  the  whole  train 
lyierign,  as  wdl  as  by  mistake.  **  La  r6oO'  of  circumstances,  from  the  trifling  cause  to  the 
Uaw  91U  mrtoad  doM  lea  granda  iiata  ne  tout  tragical  event,  is  set  in  an  orderly  series  before 
fmtMK^eet  du  haxard^  m  du  caprice  deapeu-  us.  Few  are  the  partisans  of  departed  tyrwa- 
IIk.  RUh  ne  rivokeXee  grands  dPunnycmme  ny;  and  to  be  a  Whig  on  the  business  of  an 
mamongoiivenieaiMit  foible  etd6rang6.  Pcur  hundred  years  ago,  is  very  consistent  with 
k  pspohce,  ce  n^eei  jamau  par  envie  cPaUaquer  every  advantage  of  present  servility.  This 
ffeBe  m  mmUvef  tnede  par  impatience  de  aof^f'  retrospective  wisdom,  and  historical  patriotism, 
^."*  Tliese  are  the  words  of  a  great  man ;  are  things  c^  wonderflil  convenience :  and  serve 
of  a  wkiiifnr  of  state ;  and  a  zealous  asserter  admirably  to  reconcile  the  old  quarrel  between 
«f  ■wamnhj  They  are  applied  to  the  aytiem  speculation  and  practice.  Many  a  stem  repub- 
OwMiift'sjii  which  was  adopted  by  Henry  the  lican,  after  gorging  himself  with  a  full  feast  of 
TkM  of  France,  and  to  the  dreadful  conse-  admiration  of  the  Grecian  commonwealths  and 
ffmem  it  produced.  What  he  says  of  rev(^  of  our  true  Saxon  constitution,  and  discharging 
htisM,  is  equally  true  of  all  great  disturbances,  all  the  splendid  bile  of  his  virtuous  indignation 
IT  this  presnmption  in  favour  cS  the  subjects  <m  King  John  and  King  James,  sits  down  per- 
ifrinst  die  trustees  of  power  be  not  the  more  fectly  satisfied  to  the  coarsest  work  and  home- 
prohaUe,  I  am  sure  it  is  the  more  comfortable  liest  job  of  the  day  he  lives  in.  I  believe  there 
^psenliftion ;  because  it  is  more  easy  to  change  was  no  professed  admirer  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
M  adauBiBtration  than  to  reform  a  people.  among  the  instruments  of  the  last  King  James ; 
Upon  a  supposition,  therefore,  that  in  the  nor  in  the  court  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  was 
■peui^  of  the  cause  the  [resumptions  stand  there,  I  dare  say,  to  be  found  a  single  advocate 
HaaBj  balanced  between  the  parties,  there  for  the  &vourites  of  Richard  the  Second. 
•eesH  sufficient  ground  to  entitle  any  perscm  to  No  complaisance  to  our  court,  or  to  our  age, 
t  Ur  bearing,  who  attempts  some  other  scheme  can  make  me  believe  nature  to  be  so  changed, 
that  easy  one  which  is  &ahionable  in  but  that  public  liberty  will  be  among  us,  as 
lahionable  companies,  to  account  for  the  among  our  ancestors,  obnoxious  to  some  person 
diaeontents.  It  is  not  to  be  argued  that  or  other ;  and  that  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
ore no  grievance,  because  our  grie-  nished  for  attempting  at  least,  some  alterati(Hi 
are  not  of  the  same  sort  with  those  under  to  the  prejudice  of  our  constitution.  These 
vhieh  we  laboured  formerly;  not  precisely  attempts  will  naturally  vary  in  their  mode,  ao- 
dHse  niiidi  we  bore  from  the  Tudors,  or  vindi-  cording  to  times  and  circumstances.  For  am- 
bition, though  it  has  ever  the  same  general 
♦  Mem.  de  Sully,  torn.  i.  p.  188.  views,  has  not  at  all  times  the  same  means. 
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nor  the  same  paiticdar  objects.  A  great  deal  an  influenoe  which  converted  the  verj  anta|>i>- 
of  die  furniture  of  ancient  tyranny  is  worn  to  nist,  into  the  instrument,  of  power ;  which  con- 
rags  ;  the  rest  is  entirely  out  of  fiishion.  Be-  tained  in  itself  a  perpetual  priociple  of  growth 
sidBS,  there  are  few  statesmen  so  very  clumsy  and  renovation ;  and  which  the  distresses  and 
and  awkward  in  their  business,  as  to  fall  into  the  prosperity  of  the  country  equally  tended  to 
the  identical  snare  which  has  proved  fiUal  to  augment,  was  an  admirable  substitute  for  a 
their  predecessors.  When  an  arbitrary  impo-  prarogative,  that,  being  only  the  ofl&pring  of 
sition  is  attempted  upon  the  subject,  undoubt-  antiquated  prejudices,  had  moulded  in  its  ori- 
edly  it  will  not  bear  on  its  forehead  the  name  ginal  stamina  irresistible  principles  at  decay 
of  Ship-vumey.  There  is  no  danger  that  an  and  dissolution.  The  ignorance  of  the  people 
extension  of  the  Fonat  knot  should  be  the  is  a  bottom  but  (or  a  temporary  system ;  the 
chosen  mode  of  opfHressioa  in  this  age.  And  interest  of  active  men  in  the  state  is  a  fbunda- 
wlien  we  bear  any  instance  of  ministerial  rapa-  tion  perpetual  and  infallible.  However,  some 
city,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of  (xrivate  circumstances,  arising,  it  must  be  confessed, 
life,  it  will  certainly  not  be  the  exaction  of  two  in  a  great  degree  from  accident,  prevented  the 
hundred  pulletB,  from  a  woman  of  fiuhion,  for  ^ects  of  this  influence  for  a  long  time  Sroax 
leave  to  lie  with  her  own  husband.*  breaking  out  in  a  manner  capable  of  exciting 

Every  age  has  its  own  manners,  and  its  any  serioos  ap|»ehensions.   Although  govem- 

politics  dependent  upon  them ;  and  the  same  ment  was  strong  and  flourished  exceedingly, 

attempts  will  not  be  made  against  a  ooostitu-  the  court  had  drawn  far  less  advantage  than 

tion  fully  formed  and  matured,  that  were  used  one  would  imagine  from  this  great  source  of 

to  destroy  it  in  the  cradle,  or  to  resist  its  growth  power, 

during  its  infancy.  At  die  revolution,  the  crown,  deprived,  for 

Against  the  being  of  pariiament,  I  am  satis-  the  ends  of  the  revolution  itself,  of  many  prero- 

fied,  no  designs  have  ever  been  entertained  gatives,  was  found  too  weak  to  struggle  against 

since  the  revolution.     Every  one  must  per-  all  the  difficulties  which  pressed  so  new  and 

ceive,  that  it  is  strongly  the  interest  of  the  unsettled  a  government  The  court  was  obliged 

court,  to  have  some  second  cause  interposed  therefore  to  delegate  a  part  of  its  powers  to 

between  the  ministers  and  the  people.    The  men  of  such  interest  as  could  suppcrt,  and  of 

gentlemen  of  the  house  of  comm<nis  have  an  such  fldelity  as  woukl  adhere  to,  its  establisb- 

interest  equally  strong,  in  sustaining  the  part  of  ment.    Such  men  were  able   to  draw  in  a 

that  intermediate  cause.    However  they  may  greater  number  to  a  ccncurrence  in  the  con^ 

hire  outtheusu/rue/oftheir  voices,  they  never  mon  defence.    This  connexion,  necessary  at 

wiU  part  with  the/ee  and  inherUamee.     Acoor-  first,  continued  long  afler  convenient ;  and  pro- 

dingly  those  who  have  been  of  the  most  known  periy  conducted  might  indeed,  in  all  situations, 

devotion  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  court,  be  an  useful  instrument  of  government.    At 

have  at  the  same  time  been  most  forward  in  the  same  time,  through  the  intervention  of  men 

asserting  a  high  authority  in  the  house  of  com-  of  popular  weight  and  character,  the  people 

mens.   When  they  knew  who  were  to  use  that  possessed  a  security  for  their  just  portion  of 

authority,  and  how  it  was  to  be  employed,  they  importance  in  the  state.    But  as  the  title  to 

thought  it  never  could  be  carried  too  far.    It  the  crown  grew  stronger  by  long  possession, 

must  be  always  the  wish  of  an  unconstitutional  and  by  the  constant  increase  of  its  influence, 

statesman,  that  a  house  of  commons  who  are  these  helps  have  of  late  seemed  to  certain 

entirely  dependent  upon   him,  should    have  persons  no  better  than  incumbrances.     Tho 

every  right  of  the  people  entirely  dependent  powerful  managers  for  government  were  not 

upon  their  pleasure.     It  was  soon  discovered,  sufficiently  submissive  to  the  pleasure  of  the 

that  the  fcvms  of  a  free,  and  the  ends  of  an  possessors  of  immediate  uid  personal  fiivour, 

arbitraiy  government,  were  things  not  alto-  sometimes  from  a  confidence    in  their  own 

gether  incompatible.  strength  natural  and  acquired ;  sometimes  from 

The  power  of  the  crown,  almost  dead  and  a  fear  of  ofiending  their  fiiends,  and  weaken- 

rotten  as  Prerogative,  has  grown  up  anew,  with  ing  that  lead  in  the  country,  which  gave  them  a 

much  more  strength,  and  &r  less  odium,  under  consideration  independent  of  the  court.     Men 

the  name  of  Influence.    An  influence,  which  acted  as  if  the  court  could  receive,  as  w^  as 

operated  without  noise  and  without  violence ;  confer,  an  obligation.    The  influence  of  go- 
vernment, thus  divided  in  appearance  between 

♦  "  Uxor  Hugonis  de  Nerlll  dat  Domino  Regl  jhe  court  and  the  leaders  of  parties,  became  in 

ducemas  Gallinas,  eo  quod  possit  lacere  una  _                                •         .l     ..    lu             i 

nocte  cum  Domino  suo  Hugone  de  Nevill."  Mad-  "*°y  *^**^  *°  accession  rather  to  the  popular 

dox.  Hist.  Exch.  c.  xiii.  p.  336.  than  to  the  royal  scale)  and  some  part  of  that 
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influence  which  would  otherwise  have  been  and  conlidence ;  the  other  merely  ostensible  to 

possessed  as  in  a  sort  of  mortmain  and  unalien-  peilbrm  the  official  and  executory  duties  of 

able  domain,  returned  again  to  the  great  ocean  goremment.      The  latter  were  adone  to  be 

from  whence  it  arose,  aiHl  circidated  among  the  rraponsible ;   whilst   the  real   advisers,  who 

people.    This  method  therefore  of  governing,  enjoyed  all  the  power,  were  effectually  removed 

by  men  of  great  natural  intcnrest  or  great  fitxn  all  the  danger. 

acquired  consideration,  was  viewed  in  a  yery  Secondly,  A  party  tinder  them  leaden  toot  to 

inridious  light  by  the  true  lovers  of  absolute  be  firmed  in  fiaxnar  of  the  court  againd  the 

mooarchy.    It  is  the  nature  of  despotism  to  mmiatry  :  this  party  was  to  have  a  large  share 

abhor  power  held  by  any  means  but  its  own  mo*  in  the  emoluments  of  government,  and  to  hdd 

mentary  pleasure ;  and  to  annihilate  all  inter-  it  totally  separate  from,  and  independent  of, 

mediate  situations  between  boundless  strength  ostensible  administration. 

OD  its  own  part,  and  total  debility  on  the  part.  The  third  point,  and  that  on  which  the  suc- 

of  the  people.  cess  of  the  whole  scheme  ultimately  depended, 

To  get  rid  of  all  this  intermediate  and  inde-  was  to  bring  parliament  to  an  acquieacence  in 

pendent  importance,  and  to  secure  to  the  court  thia  Project.    Parliament  was  therefore  to  be 

thevnIimitedandunemUroHeduaeifitaevmvaal  taught  by  degrees  a  total  indifference  to  the 

m/iiunee,  wukr  the  eole  direction  vfite  own  prim  persons,  rank,  influence,  abilities,  connections, 

vatefaoour,  has  for  some  years  past  been  the  and  character,  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown. 

great  object  of  policy.   If  this  were  compassed.  By  means  of  a  discipline,  on  which  I  shall  say 

the  inflnence  of  the  ciown  mist  of  course  pro.  more  hereafter,  that  body  was  to  be  habituated 

duoe  all  the  effects  which  the  most  sanguine  to  the  most  (^posite  interests,  and  the  most 

partisans  of  the  court  could  possibly  desire,  discordant  politics.    All  connections  and  de« 

Government  might  then  be  carried  on  without  pendencies  among  sul^ects  were  to  be  entirely 

any  concurreKice  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  dissolved.     As  hidierto  business  had   gone 

without  any  attention  to  the  dignity  of  the  through  the  hands  of  Whigs  or  Tories,  men  of 

greater,  or  to  the  affi^ctions  of  the  lower  sorts,  talents  to  conciliate  the  people,  and  engage  to 

A  new  project  was  therefore  devised,  by  a  cer-  their  conBdence,  now  the  method  was  to  be 

tain  set  of  intriguing  men,  totally  different  from  altered ;  and  the  lead  was  to  be  given  to  men 

Ibe  system  of  administration  which  had  pro-  of  no  sort  of  consideration  or  credit  in  the 

vailed  smce  the  accession  of  the  House  of  country.     This  want  of  natural  importance 

BraiBwick.     This  project,  I  have  heard,  was  was  to  be  their  very  title  to  delegated  power, 

fint  ooDceived  by  some  persons  in  the  court  of  Members  of  parliament  were  to  be  hardened 

Frederick  Prince  of  Wales.  into  an  insensibility  to  pride,  as  well  as  to  duty. 

The  cariiest  attempt  in  the  execution  of  this  Those  high  and  haughty  sentiments,  which 
design  was  to  set  up  for  minister,  a  pereon,  in  are  the  great  support  of  independence,  were  to 
raak  indeed  respectable,  and  very  ample  in  be  let  down  graduafly.  Point  of  honour  and 
fiirtune;  bat  who,  to  the  moment  of  this  vast  precedence  were  no  more  to  be  regarded  in 
Md  sodden  elevation,  was  little  known  or  con-  parliamentary  decorum,  than  in  a  Turkish 
■idered  in  the  kingdom.  To  him  the  whole  army.  It  was  to  be  avowed  as  a  constitu- 
Dation  was  to  yield  an  immediate  and  implicit  tional  maxim,  that  the  king  might  appoint  one 
nbmissioo.  But  whether  it  was  for  want  of  of  his  footmen,  or  one  of  your  footmen,  for 
firmness  to  bear  up  against  the  first  opposi-  minister ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be,  and  that  he 
tion ;  or  that  thfaigs  were  not  yet  folly  ripened,  wouto  be,  as  well  foUowed  as  the  first  name  for 
or  that  this  method  was  not  found  the  most  eli-  rank  or  wisdom  in  the  nation.  Thus  parlia- 
giWe;  that  idea  was  soon  abandoned.  The  ment  was  to  kwk  on,  as  if  perfectly  uncon- 
aotrumental  part  of  the  project  was  a  little  cemed,  while  a  cabal  of  the  closet  and  back- 
altered,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  time,  and  to  stairs  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  national 
Iving  things  more  gradually  and  more  surely  to  administration, 
the  one  great  end  proposed.  With  such  a  degree  of  acquiescence,  any 

The  first  part  of  the  reformed  plan  was  to  measure  of  any  court  might  weU  be  deemed 

draw  a  Une  whidi  Owuid  uparcUe  the  court  from  thoroughly  secure.    The  capital  objects,  and 

^mimttry.    Hitherto  these  names  had  been  by  much  the  most  flattering  charactenstws  of 

looked  upon  as  synonymous;  but  for  the  future,  arbitrary  power,  would  be  obtained.    Every 

court  and  administration  were  to  be  considered  thing  would  be  drawn  fi^m  its  holdings  m  the 

ts  things  totally  distinct.    By  this  operation,  country  to  the  personal  favour  and  mdinaUon 

two  ^tems  rf  administration  were   to  be  of  theprince.    ThUfavour  wouldbe  the^e 

fcnned;c«ewhidi  should  be  in  the  real  secret  introduction  to  power,  and  the  only  tenure  by 
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which  it  was  to  be  held:  so  thai  no  penon  now  beheld  an  opportunitr  {by  a  certain  aoii 

locking  towanis  another,  and  aU  looking  towanfa  efatatasmen  never  long  undiaoorered  or  unem- 

the  court,  it  was  impossible  but  that  the  motive  pk>yed)  of  ^Irawing  to  themselves,  by.  the  ag- 

vdiich  solely  influenced  every  man's  hopes  must  grandiaement  of  a  court  fectioa,  a  degree  of 

come  in  time  to  geveni  every  man's  conduct:  power  which  they  could  never  hope  to  derive 

till  at  last  the  servili^  became  universal,  in  from  natural  influence  or  from  hooooraUe  ser- 

spite  of  the  de«d  letter  of  any  laws  or  institu-  vice;  and  which  it  was  impossible  they  could 

tions  whatsoever.  hold  with  the  least  security,  whilst  the  system 

How  it  should  happen  that  any  man  could  of  administration  rested  upon  its  former  boU 

be  tempted  to  venture  ugpaa  such  a  praject  of  tom.    In  order  to  facilitate  the  execution  of 

government,  may  at  first  view  appear  suipri-  their  design,  it  was  necessary  to  make  many 

sing.    But  the  fact  is,  that  (^portunites  very  alterations  in  political  arrangement,  and  asig- 

inviting  to  such  an  attempt  have  oflfered ;  and  nal  diange  in  the  opinions,  habits,  and  con- 

the  scheme  its^  was  not  destitute  of  some  nections  of  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  at 

arguments  not  wholly  implausible  toreooBmnend  (hat  time  acted  in  public. 

it.    These  opportuniUes  and  these  arguments,  In  the  first  place,  they  proceeded  gradually, 

tiie  use  that  has  been  made  of  both,  the  plan  but  notslowly,todeshroy  every  thing  of  strength 

for  carrymg  this  new  8ch«ne  of  govonraent  which  did  not  derive  its  principal  nourishment 

into  executi<m,  and  the  effects  which  it  has  fimn  the  immediate  pleasure  of  the  court.   The 

produced,  are  in  my  opinion  worthy  of  our  greatest  wei^t  of  popular  opinion  and  party 

serious  consideration.  connection  were  then  with  tlw  didce  of  New- 

His  majesty  came  to  the  throne  of  &ess  castle  and  Mr.  Pitt.    Neither  of  these  held 

kingdoms  with  more  advantages  than  any  of  his  their  importance  by  the  nsioleaare  of  the  court; 

predecessors  since  the  rerolution.    Fourth  in  they  were  not  therefore  thought  to  be  so  proper 

descent,  and  third  in  succession  of  his  royal  as  others  for  the  services  which  were  required 

fiynUy,  even  the  zealots  of  horeditary  ri^t,  in  by  that  tennre.    It  happened  very  &vourably 

him,  saw  sosoething  to  flatter  their  favourite  for  the  new  system,  that  under  a  forced  coali- 

prejudices ;  and  to  justify  a  transfer  of  their  tion  there  rankled  an  incurable  alienation  and 

attachments,  without  a  change  in  their  princi*  disgust  between  the  parties  which  composed 

pies.    The  person  and  cause  of  the  Pretender  the  administrati<m.  Mr.  Pittvras  first  attacked. 

were  become  contemptible ;  his  title  disowned  Not  satisfied  with  removing  him  firmn  power, 

(hroo^out  Eurc^,  his  party  disbanded  in  they  endeavoured  by  various  artifices  to  ruin 

England.    His  majesty  came  indeed  to  the  his  character.    The  othw  party  seemed  rather 

inheritance  of  a  mighty  war;  but,  victorious  pleased  to  get  rid  of  so  oppressive  a  support; 

in  every  part  of  Uie  gl<^,  peace  was  always  not  perceiving,  that  their  own  foil  was  prepared 

in  his  power,  not  to  negotiate,  but  to  dictate,  by  his,  and  involved  in  it.  Many  other  reasons 

No  foreign  habitudes  (n*  attachments  withdrew  prevented  them  firom  daring  to  look  their  trae 

him  from  the  cultivation  of  his  power  at  home,  situation  in  the  face.     To  the  great  Whig 

His  revenue  for  the  civil  establishment,  fixed  fomilies  it  was  extremdy  disaf^eable,  and 

(as  it  was  then  thought)  at  a  large,  but  definite  seemed  almost  unnatural  to  oppose  the  adnu- 

sinn,  was  ample,  without  being  invidious.  His  niatraticHi  of  a  prince  of  the  bouse  of  Bruns- 

influence,  by  fidditions  firom  conquest,  by  an  wick.     Day  after  day  they  hesUaled,   and 

augmentation  of  debt,  by  an  increase  of  mili-  doubted,  and  lingered,  eqiecting  that  other 

tary  and  naval  establishment,  much  strength-  counsels  would  take  place ;  and  were  slow  to 

ened  and  extended.    And  coming  to  the  throne  be  persuaded,  that  all  which  had  been  done  by 

in  the  prime  and  full  vigour  of  yoodi,  as  from  the  cabal,  was  the  effect,  not  of  humour,  but 

affection  there  was  a  strong  dislike,  so  from  of  system.    It  was  more  strongly  and  evidently 

dread  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  averseness,  the  interest  of  the  new  court  fibction,  to  get  rkl 

from  giving  any  thing  like  offence  to  a  monarch,  of  the  great  Whig  connections,  than  to  destroy 

against  whose   resentment   opposition   could  Mr.  Pitt.    The  power  of  that  gentleman  was 

not  look  for  a  refuge  in  any  sort  of  reversi<Ma-  vast  indeed  and  merited ;  but  it  was  in  a  great 

ary  hope.  degree  personal,  and  therefore  transient.  Theits 

These  singular  advantages  inspired  his  ma-  was  rooted  in  the  country.    For, .  with  a  good 

jesty  only  with  a  more  ardent  desire  to  pre-  deal  less  of  popularity,  they  possessed  a  for 

serve  unimpaired  the  spirit  of  that  national  more  natural  and  fixed  influence.    Long  poa- 

freedom,  to  whidi  he  owed  a  situation  so  fiiU  session  of  government ;  vast  prc^rty ;  d»Iiga- 

of  glory.    But  to  others  it  suggested  sentiments  tions  of  fiivours  given  and  received ;  connection 

of  a  very  different  nature.    They  thought  they  of  office ;  ties  of  blood,  of  aUiance,  <i  friend- 
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ikjff  (tfaings  at  that  time  supposed  of  some  tory  to  EKMne  considerable  enterprise.  Throogh* 

fine;)  the  name  of  Whig,  dear  to  the  ma-  out  it  was  a  satire,  though  in  terms  managed 

jritj  of  the    people;  the  zeal  early  begun  anddecent  enough,  on  the  politics  of  the  former 

wd  steadily  cootinued  to  the  royal  &mily :  all  reign.    It  was  indeed  written  with  no  small  art 

fhae  together  formed  a  body  of  power  in  the  and  address. 

■don,  which  was  criminal  and  devoted.    The  In  this  piece  appeared  the  first  dawning  of 

fwt  ruling  principle  of  the  cabal,  and  that  the  new  system ;  there  first  appeared  the  idea 

vlich  animiUed  and  harmonized  all  their  pro-  (then  only  in  speculation)  of  geparctting  the 

QBM&ifS,  how  various  soever  they  may  have  court  Jrom   the   admimstradon ;    of  carrying 

Inb,  was  to  signify  to  the  world,  that  the  every  thing  from  national  connection  to  per- 

ttvt  wouid  fH-oceed  upon  its  own  proper  forces  sonal  regards ;  and  of  forming  a  regular  party 

■^;  and  that  the  pretence  of  bringing  any  for  that  purpose,  under  the  name  d*  lang^n 

ftia  into  ita  service  was  an  af&cxit  to  it,  and  men. 

Mt  a  support.      Therefore  when  the  chie&  To  recommend  this  system  to  the  people,  a 


removed,  in  order  to  go  to  the  root,  the  perspective  view  of  the  court  gorgeously  paint- 
party  was  put  under  a  proscription,  so  ed,  and  finely  illuminated  fi-om  within,  was  ex- 
■Hral  and  severe  as  to  take  their  hard-earned  hibited  to  the  gaping  multitude.  Party  was  to 
■Nad  from  the  lowest  officers,  in  a  manner  be  totally  done  away,  with  all  its  evU  works, 
■kidi  had  never  been  known  before,  even  in  Corruption  was  to  be  cast  down  fi'om  court,  as 
|BBenl  revolutians.  But  it  was  thought  neces-  A£b  was  from  heaven.  Power  was  thencefor- 
■17  efiectually  to  destroy  all  dependencies  but  ward  to  be  the  chosen  residence  of  public  spirit ; 
Mi ;  and  to  ^ew  an  example  of  the  firmness  and  no  one  was  to  be  supposed  under  any  sinis- 
mk  rifour  with  whidi  the  new  system  vras  to  ter  influence,  except  those  who  had  the  mis- 
bo  mpported.  fortune  to  be  in  disgrace  at  court,  which  was 
Tfaus  for  the  time  were  pulled  down,  in  the  to  stand  in  lieu  of  all  vices  and  all  corruptions. 
fmoBB  of  the  Whig  leaders  and  of  Mr.  Pitt  A  scheme  of  perfection  to  be  realized  in  a 
(ii  spite  c^  the  services  of  the  one  at  the  ac-  monarchy  far  beyond  the  visionary  republic  of 
of  the  royal  family,  aiul  the  recent  Plato.  The  whole  scenery  was  exactly  dis-^ 
of  the  other  in  the  war)  the  tux)  oniy  posed  to  captivate  those  good  souls,  whose 
tfor  the  ifnportance  of  the  people ;  power  credulous  morality  is  so  invaluable  a  treasure 
mmgjrom  popularity ;  and  power  arising  Jrom  to  crafly  politiciai^.  Indeed  there  was  where- 
mmutioH.  Here  and  there  indeed  a  few  indi-  withal  to  charm  every  body,  except  those  fow 
Tidaals  were  left  standing  who  gave  security  who  are  not  much  pleased  with  profossions  of 
far  ihair  total  estrangement  from  the  odious  supernatural  virtue,  who  know  of  what  stuff 
of  party  connection  and  personal  such  professions  are  made,  for  what  purposes 
;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  most  they  are  designed,  and  in  what  they  are  sura 
have  religiously  kept  their  faith.  Such  constantly  to  end.  Many  iimocent  gentlemen, 
a  change  ooidd  not  however  be  made  without  a  who  had  been  talking  prose  all  their  lives  with- 
■i^ty  iiiock  to  government.  out  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter,  began  at 
To  reooncile  the  minds  of  the  people  to  all  last  to  open  their  eyes  upon  their  own  merits, 
Aen  moreroenta,  principles  ^correspondent  to  and  to  attribute  their  not  having  been  lords  of 
hem  had  been  preached  up  with  great  zeal,  the  treasury  and  lords  of  trade  many  years  be- 
Efvry  one  must  remember  that  the  cabal  set  fore,  merely  to  the  prevalence  of  party,  and  to 
Mt  with  the  most  aiitonishing  prudery,  both  the  ministerial  power,  which  had  j&ustrisited 
■oral  and  political.  Those  who  in  a  few  the  good  intentions  <^  the  court  in  fo.vour  of 
■onAa  a^r  soused  over  head  and  ears  into  their  abilities.  No^  was  the  time  to  unlock 
the  deepest  and  dirtiest  pits  of  comipticm,  cried  the  sealed  fountain  <^  royal  bounty,  which  had 
•M  violeotly  against  the  indirect  practices  in  been  infamously  monopolized  and  huckstered, 
Ike  electing  imd  managing  of  parliaments,  and  to  let  it  flow  at  large  «poa  the  whole  peo- 
vkidi  had  fonoaerly  prevailed.  This  marvel-  |4e.  The  time  was  come,  to  restore  royalty 
km  abhorrence  whidi  the  court  had  suddenly  to  its  original  splendour.  Mettre  le  Rojf  hare 
taken  to  all  influence,  was  not  cmly  circulated  depage^  became  a  sort  of  watch-word.  And  it 
k  eonrersation  throof^  the  kingdom,  but  pom-  was  constantly  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  runners 
yomijr  announced  to  the  public,  with  many  of  the  court,  that  nothing  could  preserve  the 
ilber  extraordinary  things  in  apamphlet*  which  balance  of  the  constitution  fix>m  being  over- 
had  all  d»e  appearance  of  a  manifesto  prepara-  turned  by  the  rabble,  or  by  a  faction  of  the 

nobility,  but  to  firee  the  sovereign  eflectually 

•  Sentiments  of  an  honeet  Man  froiP  that  ministerial  tvranny  under  whioh  dm 
Vol.  I.— 11 
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royal  dignity  had  been  oppressed  in  the  person  truly,  if  such  was  the  condition  of  the  last 

of  his  majesty's  grandfather.  reign,  and  the  effects  were  also  such  as  we 

These  were  some  of  the  many  artifices  used  have  described,  we  ought,  no  less  for  the  sake 

to  reconcile  the  people  to  the  great  change  of  the  sovereign  whom  we  love,  than  for  our 

which  was  made  in  the  persons  who  composed  own,  to  hear  arguments  convincing  indeed,  be- 

the  ministry,  and  the  still  greater  which  was  fi>re  we  depart  from  the  maxims  of  that  reign, 

made  and  avowed  in  its  constitution.    As  to  or  fly  in  the  face  of  this  great  body  of  strong 

individuals,  other  methods  were  employed  with  and  recent  experience, 
them ;  in  order  so  thoroughly  to  disunite  every        One  of  the  principal  topics  which  was  thai, 

party,  and  even  every  family,  that  no  concertf  and  has  been  since,  much  employed  by  tbat 

order  f  or  fffed^  might  cqtpecar  in  any  future  oppo-  political  school,*  is  an  effectual  terrour  of  the 

tUion.    And  in  this  manner  an  administration  growth  of  an  aristocratic  power,  prejodicial  to 

without  c(Mmection  with  the  people,  or  with  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  the  balance  of  the 

(me  another,  was  first  put  in  possession  of  constitution.     Any  new  powers  exercised  in 

government.   What  good  consequences  follow-  the  house  of  lords,  or  in  the  house  of  commons; 

ed  from  it,  we  have  all  seen ;  whether  with  or  by  the  crown,  ought  certainly  to  excite  Ae 

regard  to  virtue,  public  or  private ;  to  the  ease  vigilant  and  anxious  jealousy  of  a  free  people, 

and  happiness  of  the  sovereign ;  or  to  the  real  Even  a  new  and  unprecedented  course  of  ao 

strength  of  government.    But  as  so  much  stress  tion  in  the  whole  legislature,  without  great 

was  then  laid  on  the  necessi^  of  this  new  pro-  and  evident  reason,  may  be  a  subject  of  just 

ject,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  take  a  view  of  the  uneasiness.    I  will  not  siflirm,  that  there  may 

effects  of  this  royal  servitude  and  vile  durance,  not  have  lately  appeared  in  the  house  of  lords 

which  was  so  deplored  in  the  reign  of  the  late  a  disposition  to  some  attempts  derogatory  to 

monarch,  and  was  so  carefully  to  be  avoided  the  legal  rights  of  the  subject.    If  any  sudi 

in  the  reign  of  his  successor.     The  effects  have  really  appear^,  they  have  arisen,  not 

were  these.  from  a  power  properly  uistocratic,  but  frcnn 

In  times  full  of  doubt  and  danger  to  his  per-  the  same  influence  which  is  charged  with  ha- 

son  and  family,  George  the  Second  maintained  ving  excited  attempts  of  a  similar  nature  in  the 

the  dignity  of  his  crovm  ccmnected  with  the  house  of  commons ;  which  house,  if  it  should 

liber^  of  his  people,  not  only  unimpaired,  but  have  been  betrayed  into  an  unfortunate  quarrel 

improved,  for  the  space  of  thirty-three  years,  with  its  constituents,  and  involved  in  a  charge 

He  overcame  a  dangerous  rebellion,  abetted  by  of  the  very  same  nature,  could  have  neither 

foreign  force,  and  raging  in  the  heart  of  his  power  nor  inclination  to  repel  such  attempts  in 

kingdoms ;  and  thereby  destroyed  the  seeds  of  others.     Those  attempts  in  the  house  of  k)rds 

all  future  rebellion  that  could  arise  upon  the  can  no  more  be  called  aristocratic  proceedings, 

same  principle.     He  carried  the  glory,  the  than  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  coui^ 

power,  the  commerce  of  England,  to  an  height  of  Middlesex  in  ^e  house  of  commom  can 

unknown  even  to  this  renowned  nation  in  the  with  any  sense  be  called  democratical. 
times  of  its  greatest  prosperity :  and  he  lefl  his        It  is  true,  that  the  peers  have  a  great  influ- 

succession  resting  on  the  true  and  only  true  ence  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  every  part  of  the 

foundations  of  all  national  and  all  regal  great-  public  concerns.    While  they  are  men  of  pro- 

ness ;   affection  at  home,  reputation  abroad,  perty,  it  is  impossible  to  prevrait  it,  except  by 

trust  in  allies,  terrour  in  rival  nations.    The  such  means  as  must  prevent  all  property  from 

most  ardent  lover  of  his  country  cannot  wish  its  natural  operation :  an  event  not  easily  to  be 

for  Gh^at  Britain  a  happier  fate  than  to  cchi-  compassed,  while  property  is  power ;  nor  by 

tinue  as  she  was  then  lefl.    A  people  emulous  any  means  to  be  wished,  while  the  least  notion 

as  we  are  in  affection  to  our  present  sovereign,  exists  of  the  method  by  which  the  spirit  of 

know  not  how  to  form  a  prayer  to  heaven  for  a  liberty  acts,  and  of  the  means  by  which  it  is 

greater  blessing  upon  his  virtues,  or  a  higher  preserved.    If  any  particular  peers,  by  their 

state  of  felicity  and  glory,  than  that  he  should  uniform,  upright,  constitutional  conduct,  by 

live,  and  should  reign,  and,  when  Providence  their  public  and  their  private  virtues,  have  ao- 

ordains  it,  should  die,  exactly  like  his  illustrious  quired  an  influence  in  the  country ;  the  people, 

predecessor.  on  whose  &vour  that  influence  depends,  and 

A  great  prince  may  be  obliged  (though  such  from  whom  it  arose,  will  never  be  duped  into 

a  thing  cannot  happen  very  crflen)  to  sacrifice  an  opinion,  that  such  greatness  in  a  peer  u  the 
his  private  inclination  to  his  public  interest. 

t^Ti^  T't^.'^t  "^  •?!?  '  ^        *  8«.  the  p.lUic.1  writing,  of  th.  tet.  Dt. 

iWint  impliM  a  condition  of  aemlity;   and  Brown,  md  many  othet& 
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of  an  aristocracy,  when  they  know  like  the  scheme  of  Harrington's  political  chib, 
mi  feel  it  to  be  the  effect  and  pledge  of  their  and  not  a  business  in  which  the  nation  bad  a 
•ra  inportaDce.  real  concern.  As  a  powerful  party,  and  a  party 
I  am  no  firiend  to  oristocnu^,  in  the  sense  ccmstructed  on  a  new  principle,  it  is  a  very 
at  least  in  vdiich  that  word  is  usually  under^  inviting  object  of  curiosity, 
tfood.  If  it  were  not  a  bad  habit  to  moot  cases  It  must  be  remembered,  that  since  the  revo- 
«n  the  supposed  ruin  of  the  constitution,  I  lution,  until  the  period  we  are  speaking  of,  the 
ahouM  be  free  to  declare,  that  if  it  must  perish,  influence  of  the  crown  had  been  always  em- 
I  would  rather  by  far  see  it  resdved  in  any  ployed  in  supporting  the  ministers  of  state,  and 
other  fi>rm,  than  lost  in  that  austere  and  inso-  in  carrying  on  the  public  business  according  to 
lent  domination.    But,  whatever  my  dislikes  their  opinions.    But  the  party  now  in  question 
nay  be,  my  fears  are  not  upon  that  quarter,  is  formed  upon  a  very  diJ9erent  idea.    It  is  to 
The  question,  on  the  influence  of  a  court,  and  intercept  the  favour,  protection  and  confidence 
of  a  peerage,  is  not,  which  of  the  two  dangers  of  the  crown  in  the  passage  to  its  ministers ; 
ii  die  most  ^igible,  but  which  is  the  most  im-  it  is  to  come  between  them  and  their  impor- 
■unent.    He  is  but  a  poor  observer,  who  has  tance  in  parliament ;  it  is  to  separate  them  from 
sot  seen,  that  the  generality  of  peers,  far  from  all  their  natural  and  acquired  dependencies ;  it 
supporting  themselves  in  a  state  of  indepen-  is  intended  as  the  control,  not  the  support,  of 
4eat  greatness,  are  but  too  apt  to  fdl  into  an  administration.    The  machinery  of  this  system 
oUivioa  of  their  proper  dignity,  and  to  run  is  perplexed  in  its  movements,  and  false  in  its 
hesdkxig  into  an  abject  servitude.    Would  to  principle.    It  is  formed  on  a  supposition  that 
QoA  it  were  true,  that  the  fault  <^  our  peers  the  king  is  something  external  to  his  govem- 
were  too  much  spirit!  It  is  worthy  of  some  ob-  ment ;  and  that  he  may  be  honoured  and  ag- 
lervalion,  that  these  gentlemen,  so  jealous  of  grandized,  even  by  its  debility  and  disgrace, 
tristocracy,  make  no  complaints  of  the  power  The  plan  proceeds  expressly  on  the  idea  of 
of  those  peers  (neither  few  nor  inconsiderable)  enfeebling  the  regular  executory  power.     It 
wbo  are  always  in  the  train  of  a  court,  and  proceeds  on  the  idea  of  weakening  the  state  in 
whose  whole  weight  must  be  considered  as  a  order  to  strengthen  the  court.  The  scheme  de- 
portion  of  the  settled  influence  of  the  crown,  pending  entirely  on  distrust,  on  disconnection, 
This  is  all  safe  and  right;  but  if  some  peers  on  mutability  by  principle,  on  Systematic  weak- 
(I  un  very  sorry  they  are  not  as  many  as  they  ness  in  every  particular  member ;  it  is  impos- 
ngbt  to  be)  set  themselves,  in  the  great  con-  sible  that  the  total  result  should  be  substantial 
eere  of  peers  and  commons,  against  a  back-  strength  of  any  kind. 

■(airs  influence  and  clandestine  government.  As  a  foundation  of  their  scheme,  the  cabal 
<h«i  the  alarm  begins ;  then  the  constitution  have  established  a  sort  of  rota  in  the  court, 
ii  in  danger  of  being  forced  into  an  aristocracy.  All  sorts  of  parties,  by  this  means,  have  been 
I  rest  a  little  l<Higer  on  this  court  topic,  be-  brought  into  administration,  from  whence  few 
caose  it  was  much  insisted  upon  at  the  time  of  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  without 
the  great  change,  and  has  been  since  frequently  disgrace ;  none  at  all  without  considerable 
nvived  by  many  of  the  agents  of  that  party:  k>sse8.  In  the  beginning  of  each  arrangement 
fcr,  fHiilst  they  are  terrifying  the  great  and  no  professions  of  confidence  and  support  are 
opulent  with  the  horrours  of  mob-government,  wanting,  to  induce  the  leading  men  to  engage, 
they  are  by  other  managers  attempting  (though  But  while  the  ministers  of  the  day  appear  in 
latberto  with  little  success)  to  alarm  the  people  all  the  pomp  and  pride  of  power,  while  they 
with  a  phantom  of  tyranny  in  the  nobles.  All  have  all  their  canvass  spread  out  to  the  wind, 
thta  is  done  upon  their  favourite  principle  of  and  every  sail  filled  with  the  fair  and  prospe- 
ifisunion,  of  sowing  jealousies  am<Hig  the  dif-  rous  gale  of  royal  &vour,  in  a  short  time  they 
ferent  orders  of  the  state,  and  of  disjointing  the  find,  they  know  not  how,  a  current,  which  sets 
aatural  strength  of  the  kingdom ;  Uiat  it  may  directly  against  them ;  which  prevents  all  pro- 
he  rendered  incapable  of  resisting  the  sinister  gross ;  and  even  drives  them  backwards.  They 
designs  of  wicked  men,  who  have  engrossed  grow  ashamed  and  mortified  in  a  situation, 
4e  royal  power.  which,  by  its  vicinity  to  power,  only  serves 
TfaoB  much  of  the  topics  chosen  by  the  cour-  to  remind  them  the  more  strongly  of  their  in- 
tien  to  recommend  their  system ;   it  will  be  significance.     They  are  obliged  either  to  ex&> 


to  open  a  little  vaare  ai  large  the  cute  the  orders  of  their  inferiours,  or  to  see 

aatnre  of  that  party  which  was  Ibrmed  for  its  themselves  opposed  by  the  natural  instruments 

lopport.    Without  this,  the  whole  would  have  of  their  oflice.    With  the  loss  of  their  dignity 

been  no  better  than  a  visionary  amusement,  they  lose  their  temper.     In  their  turn  they 
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grow  troublesome  to  that  cabal  which,  whether  distrust,  and  then  to  quarrel  with  his  fiiendB; 

it  supports  or  opposes,  equally  disgraces  and  amcmg  whom,  by  the  same  arts,  they  excite  t 

equally  betrays  tlicm.    It  is  soon  found  noces-  similar  diffidence  of  him ;   so  that  in  this  nui* 

sary  to  get  rid  of  the  heads  of  administration ;  tual  fear  and  distrust,  he  may  suffer  himself  to 

but  it  is  of  the  heads  only.    As  there  always  be  employed  as  the  instrument  in  the  chai^ 

are  many  rotten  members  belonging  to  the  best  which  is  brought  about.    Afterwards  they  are 

connections,  it  is  not  hard  to  persuade  several  sure  to  destroy  him  in  his  turn,  by  setting  up  in 

to  continue  in  office  without  their  leaders.    By  his  place  some  perscm  in  whom  he  had  him^if 

this  means  tlie  party  goes  out  much  thinner  reposed  the  greatest  confidence,  and  who  serves 

than  it  came  in ;  and  is  only  reduced  in  strength  to  carry  off  a  oxisiderable  part  of  his  adhe- 

by  its  temporary  possession  of  power.     Be-  rents. 

sides,  if  by  accident,  or  in  course  of  changes,  When  such  a  person  has  broke  in  this  man- 
that  power  should  be  recovered,  the  junto  have  ner  with  his  connections,  he  is  soon  compelled 
thrown  up  a  retrenchment  of  these  carcasses,  to  commit  some  flagrant  act  of  iniquitous  per- 
which  may  serve  to  cover  themselves  in  a  day  sonal  hostility  against  some  of  them,  (such  u 
of  danger.  They  conclude,  not  unwisely,  that  an  attempt  to  strip  a  particular  fHend  of  his 
such  rotten  members  will  become  the  first  ob-  family  estate,)  by  which  the  cabal  hope  torak> 
jects  of  disgust  and  resentment  to  their  ancient  der  the  parties  utterly  irreconcilaible.  In  trud^ 
connections.  they  have  so  contrived  matters,  that  pe<^ 
They  contrive  to  form  in  the  outward  admi-  have  a  greater  hatred  to  the  subordinate  instnt* 
nistration  two  parties  at  the  least ;  which,  nients  than  to  the  principal  movers, 
whilst  they  are  tearing  one  another  to  pieces,  As  in  destroying  their  enemies  they  make 
are  both  competitors  for  the  favour  and  {nroteo-  use  of  instruments  not  immediately  belonging 
tion  of  the  cabal;  and,  by  their  emulation,  con-  to  their  corps,  so  in  advancing  their  own 
tribute  to  throw  every  thing  more  and  more  friends  they  pursue  exactly  the  same  method, 
into  the  hands  of  the  interiour  managers.  To  promote  any  c^  them  to  considerable  rank 
A  minister  of  state  will  sometimes  keep  him-  or  emolument,  they  commonly  take  care  tint 
self  totally  estranged  from  all  his  colleagues ;  the  recommendation  shall  pass  through  the 
will  differ  from  them  in  their  councils,  will  hands  of  the  ostensiUe  ministry:  such  a  reoom- 
privately  traverse,  and  publicly  oppose,  their  mendation  might  however  appear  to  the  world, 
measures.  He  will,  however,  continue  in  his  as  some  proof  of  the  credit  of  ministers,  and 
emplo3rmont.  Instead  of  suffering  any  mark  of  some  means  of  increasing  their  strength.  To 
displeasure,  he  will  be  distinguished  by  an  prevent  tliis,  the  persons  so  advanced  are 
unbounded  profusion  of  court  rewards  and  directed,  in  all  companies,  industriously  to 
caresses ;  because  he  docs  what  is  expected,  declare,  that  they  are  under  no  obligations 
and  all  that  is  expected,  fi^m  men  in  office,  whatsoever  to  administration ;  that  they  have 
He  helps  to  keep  some  form  of  administraticm  received  their  office  firom  another  quarter ;  that 
in  being,  and  keeps  it  at  the  same  time  as  they  ore  totally  free  and  independent, 
weak  and  divided  as  possible.  When  the  faction  has  any  job  of  lucre  to 
However,  we  must  take  care  not  to  be  mis-  obtain,  or  of  vengeance  to  perpetrate,  their 
taken,  or  to  imagine  that  such  persons  have  way  is,  to  select,  for  the  execution,  those  veiy 
any  weight  in  their  opposition.  When,  by  persons  to  whose  habits,  friendships,  princi- 
them,  administration  is  convinced  of  its  insi^  pies,  and  declarations,  such  proceedings  are 
nificancy,  they  are  soon  to  be  convinced  (^ their  publicly  known  to  be  the  most  adverse;  at 
own.  They  never  are  suffered  to  succeed  in  once  to  render  the  instruments  the  more  odicMis, 
their  opposition.  They  and  the  w(»-ld  are  to  and  therefore  the  more  dependent,  and  to  pro- 
be satisfied,  that,  neither  office,  nor  authori^,  vent  the  people  from  ever  reposing  a  confi- 
nor  property,  nor  ability,  eloquence,  counsel,  dence  in  any  appearance  of  private  friendship, 
skill,  or  union,  are  of  the  least  importance ;  but  or  public  principle. 

that  the  mere  influence  of  the  court,  naked  of  If  the  administratic«i  seem  now  and  then, 

all  support,  and  destitute  of  all  management,  is  from  remissness,  or  from  fear  of  making  them- 

abundantly  sufficient  for  all  its  own  purposes.  selves   disagreeable,    to   suffer  any   p<^>ular 

When  any  adverse  connection  is  to  be  de-  excesses  to  go  unpunished,  the  cs^al  immedi- 

stroyed,  the  cabal  seldom  appear  in  the  w(nrk  ately  sets  up  some  creature  of  theirs  to  raise 

themselves.     They  find  out  some  person  of  a  clamour  against  the  ministers,  as  having 

^'^^lom  the  party  entertains  an  high  (pinion,  sham^ully  betrayed  the  dignity  of  government. 

Such  a  person  they  endeavour  to  delude  with  Then  they  compel  the  ministry  to  become  ac- 

TErious  pretences.     They  teach  him  first  to  tive  in  conferring  rewards  and  hMiours  on  the 
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I  who  have  heen  the  instnuneBts  (^ their  veniency  of  public  wmngement  is  avaihtble  to 

diagraoe;  and,  after  having  first  vilified  them  remove  any  one  of  them  from  the  specific  situ- 

with  the  higher  wders  for  suffering  the  laws  to  ation  he  holds ;  and  the  sli^test  attempt  upon 

sieq»  over  the  licentiousness  of  the  populace,  one  o£  them,  by  the  most  powerful  minister, 

they  drive  them  (in  <xder  to  make  amends  for  is  a  certain  fn-eliminary  to  his  own  destruction 

tkeir  fonaer  inactivity)  to  some  act  of  atro-  C<Miscious  of  their  independence,  they  bear 

ciouB  nolraice,  which  renders  them  completely  themselves  with  a  I<^y  air  to  the  exteriour 

ibhorred  by  the  people.    They  who  remember  ministers.     Like  Janissaries,  they  dmve  a 

tiw  riots  whidi  attended  the  Middlesex  eleo-  kind  of  fi^edom  from  the  very  condition  of  theii 

tkm ;  the  opening  of  the  present  parliament ;  servitude.    They  may  act  just  as  they  please ; 

and  the  transactions  relative  to  Saint  Greorge's  provided  they  are  true  to  the  great  ruling  {nrin- 

FieUs,  will  not  be  at  a  loss  for  an  application  ciple  of  their  institution.    It  is,  therefore,  not 

of  these  remarics.  at  all  wonderful,  that  people  should  be  so  desi- 

Tfaat  this  body  may  be  enabled  to  compass  rous  of  adding  themselves  to  that  body,  in 

aD  the  ends  of  its  institution,  its  members  are  which  they  may  possess  and  reconcile  satisfiu>- 

Kareely  ever  to  aim  at  the  high  and  responsi-  tions  the  most  alluring,  and  seemingly  the  most 

bie  oflBoes  of  the  state.    They  are  distributed  contradictory ;  enjoying  at  once  all  the  spirited 

with  art  and  judgment  through  all  the  secondary,  pleasure  of  independence,  and  all  the  gross 

bot  efficient,  departments  of  office,  and  through  lucre  and  fat  emoluments  of  servitude. 

die  households  of  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  Here  is  a  sketch,  though  a  sli^t  one,  of  the 

tuBStj:  so  as  on  one  hand  to  occupy  all  the  constitution,  laws,  and  policy,  of  this  new 

tvenues  to  the  throne ;  and  cm  the  other  to  for-  court  corp<MUtion.     The  name  by  which  they 

ward  or  frustrate  the  execution  of  any  measure,  choose  to  distinguish  themselves,  is  that  of 

aeoording  to  their  own  interests.   For  with  the  king's  meUy  or  the  hin^a  JriendSf  by  an.  invidi- 

credit  and  support  which  they  are  known  to  ous  exclusion  of  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  most 

have,  though  fix-  the  greater  part  in  places  loyal  and  affectionate  subjects.     The  whole 

wfaidi  are  only  a  genteel  excuse  for  salary,  they  system,  con^irehending  the  exteriour  and  into- 

poaesB  all  t^  influence  of  the  highest  post;  hour  administratimis,  is  commonly  called  in 

and  they  dictate  publicly  in  almost  every  thing,  the  technical  language  of  the  court,  diyiMe  cabi- 

em  with  a  parade  of  superiority.    Whenever  net;  in  French  or  English  as  you  choose  to  pro- 

tbey  disarat  (as  it  o£len  happens)  from  their  nounce  it. 

aomioal  leaders,  the  trained  part  mthe  senate.  Whether  all  this  be  a  visicm  of  a  distracted 

lUtiDctively  in  the  secret,  is  sure  to  fi>llow  brain,  or  the  invention  of  a  malicious  heart,  or 

tliefli;  provided  the  leaders,  sensible  of  their  a  real  faction  in  the  country,  must  be  judged  by 

ntoatkn,  do  not  of  themselves  recede  in  time  the  appearances  which  things  have  w<»ti  for 

froB  their  most  declared  opinicms.    Thid  latter  eight  years  past.    Thus  far  I  am  certain,  that 

is  generally  the  case.    It  will  not  be  c<»ceiv-  there  is  not  a  single  public  man,  in  or  out  of 

ilile  to  any  one  who  has  not  seen  it,  what  plea-  office,  who  has  not,  at  some  time  or  other,  borne 

ave  is  taken  by  the  cabal  in  rendering  these  testimony  to  the  truth  of  what  I  have  now 

heads  of  office  thoroughly  contemptible  and  related.    In  particular,  no  persons  have  been 

ridicoiooB.    And  when  they  are  become  so,  more  strong  in  their  assertions,  and  louder  and 

^  have  dien  the  best  chance  for  being  well  more  indecent  in  their  complaints,  than  those 
Mfported.                                                            ^  who  compose  all  the  exteriour  part  of  the  pre- 

The  members  of  the  court  &ction  are  fully  sent  administraticm;  in  whose  time  that  facti(»i 

iadeoiBified  for  not  holding  places  on  the  slip-  has  arrived  at  such  an  height  empower,  and  of 

pery  bei^its  of  the  kingdom,  not  only  by  the  boldness  in  the  use  of  it,  as  may,  in  die  end, 

leid  in  afl  affairs,  but  also  by  the  perfect  secu-  perhaps  bring  about  its  total  destructicMu 

nkf  m  which  they  oijoy  less  conspicuous,  but  It  is  true,  that  about  four  years  ago,  during 

very  advantageous  situations.    Their  places  the  administration  of  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 

ire  in  exprem  legal  tenure,  or  in  ^ect  all  of  ham,  an  attenq>t  was  made  to  carry  on  govern* 

Hwm  for  life.    Whilst  the  first  and  moirt;  re-  ment  without  their  concurrence.     However, 

■pectaUe  persons  in  the  kingdom  are  tossed  this  was  only  a  transient  cloud ;  they  were  hid 

■bootUketenniaballs,  the  sport  of  a  blind  and  but  for  a   moment;   and  their   constellation 

iuolent  caprice,  no  minister  dares  even  to  cast  blazed  out  with  greater  bri^tness,  and  a  for 

IB  obUqae  glance  at  the  lowest  c£  their  body,  more  vigorous  influence,  some  time  afler  it  was 

If  an  attempt  be  made  upon  one  of  this  corps,  blown  over.     An  attempt  was  at  that  time 

ixBaadiatdy  he  flies  to  sanctuary,  and  pretends  made  (but  without  any  idea  of  proscription) 

tothe  moat  nnricriable  of  all  promises.   No  con-  to  break  their  corps,  to  discountenance  their 
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doctrines,  to  revive  connections  of  a  different  of  public  ooonsebupon  private  will  and  &Toar, 

kind,  to  restore  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  poasibly  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Eari 

Whigs,  to  reanimate  the  cause  of  liberty  by  of  Bute.    It  matters  little  whether  he  be  the 

ministerial  countenance ;  and  then  for  the  first  friend  or  the  enemy  of  that  particular  persoD. 

time  were  men  seen  attached  in  office  to  every  But  let  him  be  who  or  what  he  will,  he  abets  a 

principle  they  had  maintained  in  opposition,  faction  that  is  driving  hard  to  the  ruin  of  hit 

No  one  will  doubt,  that  such  m«i  were  abhor-  country.    He  is  sapping  the  ibundatioo  of  its 

red  and  violently  opposed  by  the  court  faction,  liberty,  disturbing  the  sources  of  its  domestic 

and  that  such  a  system  could  have  but  a  short  tranquillity,  weakening  its  government  over  its 

duration.  dependencies,  degrading  it  firom  all  its  impor- 

It  may  appear  somewhat  affected,  that  in  so  tance  in  the  syst^n  of  Europe, 

much  discourse  upon  this  extraordinary  party,  It  is  this  unnatural  infusion  of  a  ^tlm  cf 

I  should  say  so  little  of  the  Eari  of  Bute,  in^  favouritism  into  a  government  which  in  a  great 

is  the  supposed  head  of  it.    But  this  was  nei-  part  of  its  ccmstitution  is  popular,  that  has 

ther  owing  to  affectation  nor  inadvertence.    I  raised  the  present  ferment  in  the  naticxi.  The 

have  carefully  avoided  the  introduction  of  per-  people,  without  entering  deeply  into  its  prio- 

sonal  reflecti(»)s  of  any  kind.  Much  the  greater  ciples,  could  plainly  perceive  its  effects,  in 

part  of  the  topics  which  have  been  used  to  much  violence,  in  a  great  spirit  of  innovation, 

blacken  this  nobleman,  are  either  unjust  or  and  a  general  disorder  in  all  the  functions  of 

fiivolous.    At  best,  they  have  a  tendency  to  government.     I  keep  my  eye  solely  on  this 

give  the  resentment  of  this  bitter  calamity  a  system ;  if  I  speak  of  those  measures  which 

wrong  direction,  and  to  turn  a  public  grievance  have  arisen  from  it,  it  will  be  so  far  only  as 

into  a  mean,  personal,  or  a  dangerous  naticMial  they  illustrate  the  general  scheme.    This  is 

quarrel.    Where  there  is  a  regular  scheme  of  the  fountain  of  all  those  bitter  waters  of  which, 

operati(ms  carried  on,  it  is  the  system,  and  not  through  an  hundred  different  conduits,  we  have 

any  individual  person  who  acts  in  it,  that  is  drunk  until  we  are  ready  to  burst.    The  dis- 

truly  dangerous.    This  system  has  not  arisen  cretionary  power  of  the  crown  in  the  formadoo 

solely  from  the  ambition  of  Lord  Bute,  but  of  ministry,  abused  by  bad  or  weak  men,  has 

firom  the  circumstances  which  favoured  it,  and  given  rise  to  a  cistern,  which,  without  di- 

from  an  indifference  to  the  constituticm  which  rectly  violating  the  letter  of  any  law,  operates 

had  been  for  some  time  growing  among  our  against  the  spirit  of  the  wh(Je  constitutkxi. 

gentry.    We  should  have  been  tried  with  it,  if  A  plan  of  favouritism  for  our  execntory  g<^ 


the  Earl  of  Bute  had  never  existed ;  and  it  vemment  is  essentially  at  variance  with  the 
will  want  neither  a  contriving  head  nor  active  plan  of  our  legislature.  One  groat  ^id  undoubt- 
members,  when  the  Earl  of  Bute  exists  no  edly  of  a  mixed  government  like  ours,  composed 
longer.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  rail  at  Lord  of  monarchy,  and  of  controls,  on  the  part  of 
Bute,  but  firmly  to  embody  against  this  court  the  hi^er  people  and  the  lower,  is,  that  die 
party  and  its  practices,  which  can  afford  us  prince  shall  not  be  able  to  violate  the  laws, 
any  prospect  of  relief  in  our  present  condi-  This  is  useful  indeed  and  fundamental.  But 
tion.  this,  even  at  first  view,  is  no  more  than  a  nega- 
Another  motive  induces  me  to  put  the  per-  tive  advantage ;  an  armour  merely  defensive, 
sonal  consideration  of  Lord  Bute,  wholly  out  It  is  therefore  next  in  order,  and  equal  in  im- 
of  the  question.  He  communicates  very  little  portance,  that  the  discretionary  powers  vohich  art 
in  a  direct  manner  with  the  greater  part  of  our  necessarily  vested  in  the  monarchy  whe^terfor  At 
men  of  business.  This  has  never  been  his  execution  of  ^  laws^  or  for  the  nomination  to 
custom.  It  is  enough  for  him  that  he  surrounds  magistracy  and  office^  or  for  conducting  t/he 
them  with  his  creatures.  Several  imagine,  ^airs  of  peace  and  war^  or  for  ordering  the 
therefcM'e,  that  they  have  a  very  good  excuse  revenue j  should  aU  be  exercised  upon pubHcprin' 
for  doing  all  the  work  of  this  faction,  when  c^>les  and  national  grounds,  and  not  on  Vm 
they  have  no  personal  connecticm  with  Lord  UJdngs  or  pr^udicesj  the  intrigues  or  poUdes,  of 
Bute.  But  whoever  becomes  a  party  to  an  a  court.  This,  I  said,  is  equal  in  importance 
administration,  composed  of  insulated  indivi-  to  the  securing  a  government  according  to  law. 
duals,  without  faith  plighted,  tie,  or  common  The  laws  reach  but  a  very  little  way.  Coo- 
principle  ;  an  administration  constitutionally  stitute  government  how  you  please,  infinitdy 
impotent,  because  supported  by  no  party  in  the  greater  part  of  it  must  depend  up<Mi  the 
the  nation ;  he  who  contributes  to  destroy  the  exercise  of  the  powers  which  are  lefl  at  large 
connections  of  men  and  their  trust  in  one  to  the  prudence  and  uprightness  of  ministen 
another,  or  in  any  sort  to  throw  the  dependence  of  state.    Even  all  the  use  and  potoicy  of  the 
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•ftwa  depends  upon  them.     Without  them,  tCMy  system  to  be  composed  cfpenons  on  whom 
foot  oammonwealth  is  no  better  than  a  scheme  diey  have  no  dependence,  and  whom  no  proofr 
9paa  p^por ;  and  not  a  living,  actiye,  effective  of  the  public  love  and  confidence  have  recom- 
eonsdtution.    It  is  possible,  that  through  negli-  mended  to  those  powers,  upon  the  use  of  which 
feooe,  or  ignorance,  or  design  artfully  con-  the  very  being  of  the  state  depends, 
docted,  ministers  may  suffer  one  part  (^govern-  The  popular  electioii  of  magistrates,  and 
■lent  to  languid,  another  to  be  perverted  from  popular  dispositicm  of  rewards  aiui  btmours,  is 
lli  purposes,  and  every  valuable  interest  of  the  one  of  the  first  advantages  of  a  free  state. 
eoontry  to  (all  into  ruin  and  decay,  without  Without  it,  or  something  equivalent  to  it,  pen* 
possibility  of  fixing  any  single  act  on  which  a  haps  the  people  cannot  long  enjoy  the  substance 
criminal  prosecuticm  can  be  justly  grounded,  of  fi^edom ;   certainly  none  of  the  vivifying 
The  due  arrangement  of  men  in  the  active  part  energy  of  good  government.    The  firame  of 
of  the  state,  &r  from  being  foreign  to  the  pur-  our  commonwealth  did  not  admit  of  such  an 
poses  of  a  wise  government,  ought  to  be  among  actual  election ;   but  it  provided  as  well,  and 
its  very  first  and  dearest  objects.     Y\rhen,  (while  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  is  pre- 
dierefore,  the  abettors  of  the  new  system  tell  served)  better  for  all  the  effects  of  it  than  by 
«,  diat  between  them  and  their  opposers  there  the  method  of  suffrage  in  any  democratic  state 
is  Dodung  but  a  struggle  for  power,  and  that  whatsoever.    It  had  always,  until  of  late,  been 
dmefiire  we  are  no  ways  concerned  in  it ;  we  held  the  first  duty  of  Parliament,  to  rejiue  to 
BDst  tdl  those  who  have  the  impudence  to  mppart  Government^  until  power  was  in  (As 
Budt  us  in  this  manner,  that  of  all  things  we  hands  of  persons  vcho  toere  ocoepttMe  to  thepeO' 
ea^  to  be  the  most  concerned,  who  and  what  pie,  or  viMe  factions  predominaled  in  the  Court 
sort  ofmen  they  are,  that  hold  the  trust  of  every  in  which  the  naUon  had  no  confidence.    Thusall 
tbing  that  is  dear  to  us.    Nothing  can  render  the  good  effects  of  popular  electicMi  were  sup- 
du  a  point  of  indifference  to  the  nation,  but  posed  to  be  secured  to  us,  without  the  mischiefs 
wiat  must  either  render  us  totally  desperate,  attending  oa  perpetual  intrigue,  and  a  distinct 
or  Booth  us  into  the  security  of  ideots.    We  canvass  for  every  particular  c^ce  throughout 
BRBt  soilaii  into  a  credulity  below  the  milki-  the  body  of  the  people.    This  was  the  most 
■MM  of  in&ncy,  to  think  all  men  virtuous.    We  noble  and   refined  part  of  our  constitution, 
nost  be  tainted  with  a  malignity  truly  diabo*  The   people,  by   their   representatives    and 
iical,  to  believe  all  the  worid  to  be  equally  grandees,  were  intrusted  with  a  deliberative 
wicked  and  corrupt.    Men  are  in  public  life  power  in  making  laws ;  the  king  with  the  con- 
tt  in  private,  some  good,  some  evil.     The  troul  qf  his  negative.    The  king  was  intrusted 
deration  of  the  one,  and  the  depression  of  the  with  the  deliberative  choice  and  the  election 
other,  are  the  first  objects  of  all  true  policy,  to  office ;  the  people  had  the  negative  in  a  par- 
Bat  duU  form  of  government,  which,  neither  in  liamentary  refiisal  to  support.    F<Htnerly  this 
ill  direct  institutions,  nor  in  their  immediate  power  of  controul  was  what  kept  ministers  in 
tndeDcy,  has  contrived  to  throw  its  affairs  awe  of  parliaments,  and  parliaments  in  reve- 
into  the  most  trust-worthy  hands,  but  has  lefl  rence  with  the  people.   If  the  use  of  this  power 
ill  whole  executory  system  to  be  disposed  of  of  controul  on  the  system  and  persons  of  admi- 
igreeably  to  the  uncontrouled  pleasure  of  any  nistration  is  gone,  every  thing  is  lost,  parlia- 
QM  man,  however  excellent  or  virtoous,  is  a  ment  and  all.    We  may  assure  ourselves,  that 
plaa  of  polity  defective  not  only  in  that  mem-  if  parliament  will  tamely  see  evil  men  take  pos- 
ber,  but  ooosequentially  erroneous  in  every  session  of  all  the  strong  hdds  of  their  country, 
part  of  it.  and  allow  them  time  and  means  to  fortify  them- 
In  arbitrary  governments,  the  constitution  selves,  under  a  pretence  of  giving  them  a  fair 
flf  the  ministry  follows  the  ccmstitution  of  the  trial,  and  upon  a  hope  of  discovering,  whether 
iegidature.    Both  the  law  and  the  magistrate  they  will  noLbe  reformed  by  power,  and  whe- 
are  the  creatures  of  will.    It  must  be  so.  No-  ther  their  m&sures  will  not  be  better  than  their 
thing,  indeed,  will  appear  more  certain,  on  any  morals ;  such  a  parliament  will  give  counte- 
lolendrie  ooosideration  of  this  matter,  than  that  nance  to  their  measures  also,  whatever  that 
every  sort  qfgooenmient  ought  to  have  its  admi^  parliament  may  pretend,  and  whatever  those 
nistration  correspondent  to  its  legislature.     If  it  measures  may  be. 

dKmld  be  othCTwise,  things  must  &11  into  an  Every  good  political  institution  must  have  a 

hideous  disorder.    The  people  of  a  firee  com-  preventive  operation  as  well  as  a  remedial.    It 

monwealth,  who  have  taken  such  care  that  their  ought  to  have  a  natural  tendency  to  exdudt 

laws  should  be  the  result  of  general  consent,  bad  men  from  government,  and  not  to  trust  for 

cannot  be  so  soiseless  as  to  sii^er  their  execu-  the  safe^  of  the  stete  to  subsequent  punishment 
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alone :  puniahmeiit,  whidi  haa  ever  been  tardy  and  public  men,  must  be  submitted  to  ik» 

and  uncertain ;  and  which,  when  power  is  suf-  judgment  and   good  sense  of  the  people  of 

iered  in  bad  hands,  may  chance  to  fall  rather  England. 

on  the  injured  than  the  criminal.  Cunning  men  are  here  apt  to  Inreak  in,  and, 
Before  men  are  put  forward  into  the  great  without  directly  oontroyerting  the  principle,  to 
trusts  of  the  state,  they  ought  by  their  conduct  raise  objections  from  the  difficulty  under  v^uidi 
to  have  obtained  such  a  degree  of  estimation  in  the  sovereign  labours,  to  distinguish  the  geno- 
their  country,  as  may  be  some  sort  of  pledge  ine  voice  and  sentintents  of  his  people,  from 
and  security  to  the  public,  that  they  will  not  the  clamour  of  a  faction,  by  vHiich  it  is  so  easily 
abuse  those  trusts.     It  is  no  mean  security  for  counterfeited.    The  nation,  they  say,  is  gene* 
a  proper  use  of  power,  that  a  man  has  shewn  rally  divided  into  parties,  with  views  and  pas- 
by  the  general  tenour  of  his  actions,  that  the  sions  utterly  irreconcilable.   If  the  king  should 
affection,  the  good  opinion,  the  confiidence,  of  put  his  affairs  into  the  hands  of  any  one  of 
his  fellow  citizens  have  been  among  the  princi-  them,  he  is  sure  to  disgust  the  rest ;   if  he 
pal  objects  of  his  life ;  and  that  he  has  owed  select  particular  men  from  among  them  all,  it 
none  of  the  degradations  of  his  power  or  fixtune  is  an  hazard  that  he  disgusts  them  all.   Those 
to  a  settled  oontenq>t,  or  occasional  forfeiture  who  are  left  out,  however  divided  before,  will 
of  their  esteem.  aoon  nm  into  a  body  of  opposition ;  whidi,  be- 
That  man  who  before  he  comes  into  power  ing  a  coIlecticMi  ci  many  discontents  into  one 
has  no  friends,  or  who  coming  into  power  is  focus,  will  without  doubt  be  hot  and  violent 
obliged  to  desert  his  friends,  or  who  losing  it  enou^.    Faction  will  make  its  cries  resound 
has  no  friends  to  sympathize  with  him ;  he  ^o  dirough  the  nation,  as  if  the  whole  were  in  an 
has  no  sway  among  any  part  of  the  landed  or  tqproar,  when  by  far  the  majority,  and  much 
commercial  interest,  but  whose  whole  impor-  the  better  part,  will  seem  for  a  while  as  it  were 
tance  has  begun  with  his  office,  and  is  sure  to  annihilated  by  the  quiet  in  which  their  virtue 
end  with  it ;  is  a  p^^on  who  ought  never  to  and  moderation  incline  them  to  «ijoy  the  Ues- 
be  suffered  by  a  controuling  parliament  to  con-  sings  of  government.  Besides  that  the  q>inion 
tinue  in  any  of  those  situations  which  confer  of  the  mere  vulgar  is  a  miserable  ride  even  with 
the  lead  and  direction  of  all  our  public  affairs ;  regard  to  themselves,  on  account  of  their  vio- 
because  such  a  man  ha$  no  conna^ifm,  with  the  lence  and  instability.    So  that  if  you  wore  to 
•nferasf  of  the  people.  gratify  them  in  their  humour  to^lay,  that  veiy 
Those  knots  or  cabals  of  men  who  have  got  gratification  would  be  a  ground  c^  their  dis- 
together,  avowedly  without  any  pufaiic.princi-  satisfaction  on  the  next.     Now  as  all  these 
pie,  in  order  to  sell  their  ccMijunct  iniquity  at  rules  of  public  opinion  are  to  be  collected  with 
the   higher  rate,  and   are  therefore    univer-  great  difficult,  and  to  be  applied  with  etpial 
sally  odious,  ought  never  to  be  suffered  to  uncertainty  as  to  the  effect,  what  better  can  a 
domineer  in  the  state ;  because  they  have  no  king  of  England  do,  than  to  employ  sucdi  men 
connection  toiik  the  sentimentt  and  opinions  of  as  he  finds  to  have  views  and  inclinations  most 
the  people.  C(»)f(»rmable  to  his  own ;  who  are  least  infected 
These  are  considerations  which  in  my  opi-  with  pride  and  self-will,  and  who  are  least 
nion  enforce  the  necessity  of  having  some  bettw  moved  by  such  popular  humours  as  are  perpe- 
reason,  in  a  free  country,  and  a  free' parliament,  tually  traversing  his  designs,  and  disUvbing  bis 
for  supporting  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  than  service ;  trusting  that,  when  he  means  no  ill  to 
that  short  one.  That  the  king  hat  thought  proper  his  people,  he  will  bo  supported  in  his  a|^int- 
to  appoint  them.     There  is  something  very  ments,  whether  he  chooses  to  keep  or  to  diange, 
ccHirtly  in  this.    But  it  is  a  principle  pregnant  as  his  private  judgment  or  his  pleasure  leads 
with  all  sorts  of  mischief,  in  a  constitution  like  him?  He  will  find  a  sure  resource  in  the  real 
ours,  to  turn  the  views  of  active  men  firom  the  weight  and  influence  of  the  crown,  whma  it  is 
country  to  the  court.      Whatever  be  the  road  not  suffered  to  become  an  inirtrument  in  the 
to  power,  that  is  the  road  which  will  be  trod,  hands  of  a  faction. 

If  the  opinion  of  the  country  be  of  no  use  as  a  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  there  is  nodiing 

means  of  power  or  consideration,  the  qualities  at  all  in  this  mode  of  reasoning ;  because  I  will 

which  usually  procure  that  opinion  will  be  no  not  assert  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  art 

longer  cultivated.      And  whether  it  will   be  of  government.      Undoubtedly  the  very  best 

right,  in  a  state  so  popular  in  its  constitution  administration  must  encounter  a  great  deal  of 

as  ours,  to  leave  ambition  without  popular  opposition ;  and  the  very  worst  will  find  more 

motives,  and  to  trust  all  to  the  operation  of  support  than  it  deserves.    Sufficient  appear- 

pure  virtue  in  the  minds  of  kings  and  ministers,  ances  will  never  be  wanting  to  those  who  haw 
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a  rnaad  to  deceive  themselves.    It  is  a  fallacy  tial  yeomanry,  must  interpose,  to  rescue  their 
m  eoBstairt  use  with  those  who  would  level  all  prince,  themselves,  and  their  posterity. 
thmgs,  and  confound  right  with  wrong,  to  insist  We  are  at  present  at  issue  upon  this  point. 
1^^  the  inoooveniences  which  are  attached  We  are  in  the  great  crisis  of  this  contention ; 
to  evwy  dioice,  without  taking  into  considera*  and  the  part  which  men  take  one  way  or  other, 
tioB  the  different  weight  and  c(Misequence  of  will  serve  to  discriminate  their  characters  and 
ftoae  ineonveniences.     The  question  is  not  their  principles.    Until  the  matter  is  decided, 
WBeming  abtoltUe  discontent  or  joer^  satis-  the  country  will  remain  in  its  present  ctm- 
ftetioQ  in  government;  neither  of  which  can  fusion.    For  while  a  system  of  administrati<m 
be  pore  and  unmixed  at  any  time,  or  upon  any  is  attempted,  entirely  repugnant  to  the  genius 
lyrtem.    The  controversy  is  about  that  degree  of  the  people,  and  not  conformable  to  the  plan 
of  good-humour  in  the  people,  which  may  pos-  of  their  government,  every  thing  must  neces- 
sibfy  be  attained,  and  ought  certainly  to  be  sarily  be  disordered  for  a  time,  until  this  S3rstem 
looked  tcfr.    While  some  politicians  may  be  destroys  the  constitution,  or  the  constitution 
waiting  to  know  whether  the  sense  of  every  gets  the  better  of  this  system, 
individual  be  against  them,  accurately  distin-  There  is  in  my  opinion,  a  peculiar  venom 
gmdiing  the  vulgar  from  the  better  sort,  draw-  and  malignity  in  this  political  distemper  b^ 
ing  tines  between  the  enterprbes  of  a  faction  yond  any  that  I  have  heard  or  read  of.    In  for- 
tid  the  efibrts  of  a  people,  diey  may  chance  to  mer  times  the  projectors  of  arbitrary  govem- 
see  die  government,  whidi  they  are  so  nicely  ment  attacked  only  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
weighing  and  dividing,  and   distinguishing,  try;  a  design  surely  mischievous  enough  to 
tOD^  to  the  ground  in  the  midst  of  their  wise  have  satisfied  a  mind  of  the  most  unruly  ambi- 
deliberation.    Prudent  men,  when  so  great  an  tion.    But  a  system  unfavourable  to  freedom 
ol^ect  as  die  securi^  of  government,  or  even  may  be  so  formed,  as  considerably  to  exalt  the 
iti  peace,  is  at  stake,  will  not  run  the  risk  of  a  grandeur  of  the  state ;  and  men  may  find  in  the 
dedsion  which  may  be  fatal  to  it.    They  who  pride  and  splendour  of  that  prosperity  some 
csnread  the  political  sky  will  see  a  hurricane  sort  of  consolation  for  the  loss  of  their  solid 
in  a  doud  no  bigger  than  a  hand  at  the  very  privileges.    Indeed  the  increase  of  the  power 
edge  of  the  horizon,  and  will  run  into  the  first  of  the  state  has  often  been  urged  by  artful  men, 
haiboar.    No  lines  can  be  laid  down  for  civil  as  a  pretext  for  some  abridgment  of  the  public 
or  political  wisdom.    They  are  a  matter  inca-  liberty.    But  the  scheme  of  the  junto  under 
pable  of  exact  definition.    But,  though  no  man  consideration,  not  only  strikes  a  palsy  into 
CIO  (Jraw  a  stroke  between  the  confines  of  day  every  nerve  of  our  free  constitution,  but  in  the 
ud  night,  yet  light  and  darkness  are  upon  the  same  degree  benumbs  and  stupifies  the  whole 
«Ue  tolerably  distinguishable.    Nor  will  it  be  executive  power ;  rendering  government  in  all 
impossible  for  a  prince  to  find  out  such  a  mode  its  grand  operations  languid,  uncertain,  ine^ 
of  goveinroent,  and  such  persons  to  administer  fective ;  mz^ing  ministers  fearful  of  attempt- 
it,  u  win  give  a  great  degree  of  content  to  his  ing,  and  incapable  of  executing,  any  useful 
people;  without  any  curious  and  anxious  re-  plan  of  domestic  arrangement,  or  of  foreign 
leircfa  for  that  abstract,  universal,  perfect  bar-  politics.    It  tends  to  produce  neither  the  secu- 
BMojr,  whicbi  while  he  is  seeking,  he  abandons  i  ity  of  a  free  government,  nor  the  energy  of  a 
Aoie  means  of  ordinary  tranquiUity  which  are  monarchy  that  is  absolute.    Accordingly  the 
in  his  power  without  any  research  at  all.  crown  has  dwindled  away,  in  proportion  to  the 
It  is  not  more  the  duty  than  it  is  the  interest  unnatural  and  turgid  growth  of  this  excrescence 
of  a  prince,  to  aim  at  giving  tranquillity  to  his  on  the  court. 

pnremment    But  those  who  advise  him  may  The  interiour  ministry  are  sensible,  that  war 

hvrt  an  interest  in  disorder  and  confusion.    If  is  a  situation  which  sets  in  its  full  light  the 

tlie  opinion  of  the  people  is  against  them,  they  value  of  the  hearts  of  a  people ;  and  they  well 

will  naturally  wish  that  it  should  have  no  pre-  know,  that  the  beginning  of  the  importance  of 

nlence.    Here  it  is  that  the  people  must  on  the  people  must  be  the  end  of  theirs.    For  this 

their  part  shew  themselves  sensible  of  their  reason  they  discover  upon  all  occasions  the 

own  value.    Their  whde  importance,  in  the  utmost  fear  of  every  thing,  which  by  possibility 

fint  instance,  and  aflerwards  their  whole  free-  may  lead  to  such  an  event.    I  do  not  mean 

dom,  ii  at  stake.    Their  freedom  cannot  long  that  they  manifest  any  of  that  pious  fear  which 

nnrire  their  importance.  .  Here  it  is  that  the  is  backward  to  commit  the  safety  of  the  countiy 

■atoal  strength  of  the  kingdom,  the  great  to  the  dubious  experiment  of  war.  Such  a  fear, 

peers,  the  leading  landed  gentlemen,  the  opu-  being  the  tender  sensation  of  virtue,  excited, 

lent  merchants  and  manufacturers,  the  substan-  as  it  is  regulated,  by  reason,  frequently  shews 


172             THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OP 

itself  in  m  seasonable  boldness,  which  keeps  ter  treated  with  the  contempt  that  was  natural; 
danger  at  a  distance,  by  seeming  to  despise  it.  as  he  was  assured,  from  the  ambassador  of  hii 
Their  fear  betrays  to  the  first  glance  of  the  eye,  court  to  ours,  that  these  orders  of  Lord  Shd^ 
its  true  cause,  and  its  real  object.  Foreign  bume  were  not  supported  by  the  rest  of  the 
powers,  confident  in  the  knowledge  of  their  (I  had  like  to  have  said  British)  administra- 
character,  have  not  scrupled  to  violate  tlie  most  tion.  Lord  Rochford,  a  man  of  spirit,  could 
■olenm  treaties ;  and,  in  defiance  of  them  to  not  endure  this  situation.  The  consequences 
make  conquests  in  the  midst  ofa  general  peace,  were,  however,  curious.  He  returns  from 
and  in  the  heart  of  Europe.  Such  was  the  Paris,  and  comes  home  full  of  anger.  Lord 
conquest  of  Corsica,  by  the  professed  enemies  Shelbume,  who  gave  the  orders,  is  obliged  to 
of  the  freedom  of  mankind,  in  defiance  of  those  give  up  the  seals.  Lord  Rochford,  who  c^yed 
who  were  fcM-merly  its  professed  defenders.  We  these  orders,  receives  them.  He  goes,  how- 
have  had  just  claims  upon  the  same  powers :  ever,  into  another  department  of  the  same 
rights  which  ought  to  have  been  sacred  to  them  office,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  officially  to 
as  well  as  to  us,  as  they  had  their  origin  in  our  acquiesce  in  one  situation  under  what  he  had 
lenity  and  generosity  towards  France  and  Spain  officially  remonstrated  against  in  another.  At 
in  the  day  of  their  great  humiliation.  Such  I  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Choiseul  c(»isidered  this 
call  the  ransom  of  Manilla,  and  the  demand  on  office  arrangement  as  a  ccnnpliment^  to  him: 
France  for  the  East  India  prisoners.  But  here  it  was  spoken  of  as  an  attention  to  the 
these  powers  put  a  just  confidence  in  their  re-  delicacy  of  Lord  Rochford.  But  whether  the 
source  of  the  doiMe  cabinet.  These  demands  compliment  was  to  one  or  both,  to  this  natiw 
(one  of  them  at  least)  are  hastening  fast  towards  it  was  the  same.  By  this  transaction  the  con- 
an  acquittal  by  prescription.  Oblivion  begins  dition  of  our  court  lay  exposed  in  all  its  naked- 
to  spread  her  cobwebs  over  all  our  spirited  ness.  Our  office  correspondence  has  lost  all 
remonstrances.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  pretence  to  authenticity ;  British  policy  is 
branches  of  our  trade  are  also  on  the  point  of  brought  into  derision  in  those  nations,  that  a 
perishing  from  the  same  cause.  I  do  not  mean  while  ago  trembled  at  the  power  of  our  arms, 
those  branches  which  bear  without  the  hand  of  whilst  they  looked  up  with  confidence  to  the 
the  vine-dresser ;  I  mean  those  which  the  policy  equity,  firmness,  and  candour,  which  shcme  in 
<^ treaties  had  formerly  secured  to  us  ;  I  mean  all  our  negotiations.  I  represent  this  matter 
to  mark  and  distinguish  the  trade  of  Portugal,  exactly  in  the  light  in  which  it  has  heea  uni- 
the  loss  of  which,  and  the  power  of  the  cabal,  versally  received. 

have  one  and  the  same  sera.  Such  has  been  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  po- 
If,  by  any  chance,  tlie  ministers  who  stand  litics,  under  the  influence  of  a  double  cabnid. 
before  the  curtain,  possess  or  affect  any  spirit,  With  such  an  arrangement  at  court,  it  is  im- 
it  makes  little  or  no  impression.  Foreign  possible  it  should  have  been  otherwise.  Nw 
courts  and  ministers,  who  were  among  the  first  is  it  possible  that  this  scheme  should  have  a 
to  discover  and  to  profit  by  this  invention  of  the  better  effect  upon  the  government  of  our  de> 
c2(m62e  cabinet,  attend  very  little  to  their  remon-  pendencies,  the  first,  the  dearest,  and  most 
strances.  They  know  that  those  shadows  of  delicate  objects,  of  tlie  interiour  policy  of  this 
ministers  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  ultimate  empire.  The  colonies  know  that  administra* 
disposal  of  things.  Jealousies  and  animosities  tion  is  separated  from  the  court,  divided  within 
are  sedulously  nourished  in  the  outward  admi-  itself,  and  detested  by  the  nation.  The  double 
nistration,  and  have  been  even  considered  as  a  cabinet  has,  aa  both  the  parts  of  it,  shewn  the 
eaxua  tine  qtta  rum  in  its  constitution ;  thence  most  malignant  dispositions  towards  them, 
foreign  courts  have  a  certainty,  that  nothing  without  being  able  to  do  them  the  smallest  mis- 
can  be  done  by  common  counsel  in  this  nation,  chief. 

If  one  of  those  ministers  officially  takes  up  a  They  are  convinced,  by  sufficient  ei^ri- 
business  with  spirit,  it  serves  only  the  better  to  ence,  that  no  plan,  either  of  lenity  or  rigour, 
signalize  the  meanness  of  the  rest,  and  the  can  be  pursued  with  uniformity  and  perse- 
discord  of  them  all.  His  colleagues  in  office  are  verance.  Therefore  they  turn  their  eyes  entirely 
in  haste  to  shake  him  off,  and  to  disclaim  the  from  Great  Britain,  where  they  have  neither 
whole  of  his  proceedings.  Of  this  nature  was  dependence  on  friendship,  i^or  apprehension 
that  astonishing  transaction,  in  which  Lord  from  enmity.  They  look  to  themselves,  and 
Rochford,  our  ambassador  at  Paris,  remonstra-  their  own  arrangements.  They  grow  every 
ted  against  the  attempt  upon  Corsica,  in  conse-  day  into  alienation  from  this  country ;  and 
quence  of  a  direct  authority  from  Lord  Shel-  whilst  they  are  becoming  disconnected  with 
bume.    This  remonstrance  the  French  minis-  our  government,  we  have  not  the  constdatiaii 
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liind,  that  they  are  even  fneixfly  in  their  new  the  strength  of  government  with  the  rights  of 
■dependence.    Nothing  can  equal  the  futility,  the  people.    They  stand  in  a  most  distressing 
Ae  weakness,  the  rashness,  the  timidity,  ^e  alternative.    But  in  the  election  among  evils 
ptipetoal  contradiction,  in  the  management  they  hope  better  things  from  temporary  confu- 
tfoor  affairs  in  that  part  of  the  world.    A  sion,  than  from  established  servitude.    In  the 
mIbbm  might  be  written  aa  this  melancholy  meantime,  the  voice  of  law  is  not  to  be  heard. 
■Ajaet;  but  it  were  better  to  leave  it  entirely  Fierce  licentiousness  begets  violent  restraints, 
to  Ae  reflections  of  the  reader  himself  than  not  The  military  arm  is  the  sole  reliance ;  and  then, 
to  treat  it  in  the  extent  it  deserves.  call  your  constitution  what  you  please,  it  is 
In  wiiat  manner  our  domestic  CBConomy  is  the  sword  that  governs.    The  civil  power,  like 
lActed  by  this  system,  it  is  needless  to  ex-  every  other  that  calb  in  the  aid  of  an  ally 
pluB.   It  is  the  perpetual  subject  of  their  own  stronger  than  itself,  perishes  by  the  assistance 
CMiplaints.  it  receives.    But  the  contrivers  of  this  scheme 
Tie  court  party  resolve  the  whole  into  fac-  of  government  will  not  trust  solely  to  the  mili- 
tkn.    Having  said  something  before  upon  this  tary  power;  because  they  are  cunning  men. 
■Ajaet,  I  dmll  only  observe  here,  that  when  Their  restless  and  crooked  spirit  drives  them 
ihey  give  this  account  of  the  prevalence  of  to  rake  in  the  dirt  of  every  kind  of  expedient. 
6dioD,  they  present  no  very  favourable  aspect  Unable  to  rule  the  multitude,  they  endeavour 
tf  the  GOi^dence  of  the  people  in  their  own  to  raise  divisions  among  them.    One  mob  is 
fovenunent.    They  may  be  assured,  that  how-  hired  to  destroy  another ;  a  procedure  which 
ever  they  amuse  themselves  with  a  variety  at  once  encourages  the  boldness  of  the  popu- 
of  projects  for  substituting  something  else  in  lace,andjustly  increases  their  discontent.  Men 
dw  pbce  of  that  great  and  only  foundation  of  become  pensioners  of  state  on  account  of  their 
gOfvamment,die  confidence  of  the  people,  every  abilities  in  the  array  of  riot,  and  the  discipline 
Htflmpt  will  but  make  their  condition  worse,  of  confusion.     Government  is  put  under  the 
When  men  imagine  that  their  food  is  only  a  disgraceful  necessity  of  protecting  from  the 
cover  ht  poison,  and  when  they  neither  love  severity  of  the  laws  that  very  licentiousness, 
DOT  trust  the  hand  that  serves  it,  it  is  not  the  which  the  laws  had  been  before  violated  to 
Bime  of  the  roast  beef  of  Old  England,  that  repress.    Every  thing  partakes  of  the  original 
wil  persoade  them  tosit  down  to  the  table  that  disorder.  Anarchy  predominates  without  free- 
ii  tpread  for  them.    When  the  people  conceive  dom,  and  servitude  without  submission  or  sub- 
that  laws  and   tribunals,  and   even  p<^ular  ordination.    These  are  the  consequences  in- 
uwmblies,  are  perverted  from  the  ends  of  their  evitable  to  our  public  peace,  from  the  scheme 
iutitotion,  they  find  in  those  names  of  dege-  of  rendering  the  executory  government  at  once 
nertted  establidmients  only  new  motives  to  odious  and  feeble ;  of  freeing  administration 
dinoQtent.     Those  bodies,  which,  when  full  fi?om  the  constitutional  and  salutary  controul  of 
flf  life  and  beauty,  lay  in  their  arms,  and  were  parliament,  and  inventing  for  it  a  new  eoniroul, 
their  joy  and  comfort,  when  dead  and  putrid,  unknown  to  the  constitution,  an  interuntr  cabi^ 
heoome  but  the  more  loathsome  from  remem-  net ;  which  brings  the  whole  body  of  govem- 
bruoe  of  former   endearments.     A  sullen  ment  into  confusion  and  contempt. 
gloom  and  furious  dis(»der,  prevail  by  fits ;  the  After  having  stated,  as  shortly  as  I  am  able, 
MtkiQ  kwes  its  relish  for  peace  and  prosperity,  the  effects  of  this  system  on  our  foreign  affairs, 
tt  it  dkl  in  that  season  of  fulness  which  opened  on  the  policy  of  our  government  with  regard  to 
our  troubles  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  our  dependencies,  and  on  the  interiour  oeco- 
A  species  of  men  to  whom  a  state  of  order  nomy  of  the  commonwealth ;   there  remains 
wodd  become   a  sentence  of  obscurity,  are  only,  in  this  part  of  my  design,  to  say  some- 
Dowished  into  a  dangerous  magnitude  by  the  thing  <^  the  grand  principle  which  first  recom- 
heat  of  intestine  disturbances ;  and  it  is  no  mended  this  system  at  court.    The  pretence 
ifonder  that,  by  a  sort  of  sinister  piety,  they  was,  to  prevent  the  king  fifom  being  enslaved 
cherish  in   their   turn,  the   disorders  which  by  a  faction,  and  made  a  prisoner  in  his  closet, 
ire  the  parents  of  all  their  consequence.    Su-  This  scheme  might  have  been  expected  to  an- 
peificial  observers  consider  such  persons  as  the  swer,  at  least  its  own  end,  and  to  indemnify 
cause  of  the  public  uneasiness,  when,  in  truth,  the  king,  in  his  personal  capacity,  for  all  the 
they  are  nothing  more  than  the  effect  of  it.  confusion  into  which  it  has  thrown  his  govern- 
Good  men  look  upon  this  distracted  scene  with  ment.    But  has  it  in  reality  answered  this  pui^ 
nrrow  and  indignation.    Their  hands  are  tied  pose?    I  am  sure,  if  it  had,  every  affectionate 
hehind  them.    They  are  despoiled  of  all  the  subject  would  have  one  motive  for  enduring 
^ower  which  might  enable  them  to  reconcile  with  patience  all  the  evils  which  attend  it. 
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In  order  tocome  at  the  truth  in  this  matter,  from  his  majesty's  German  diMninioas, and  the 

it  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  it  somewhat  in  bishofHic  of  Oraaburg.     This  is  unqnestioiiar 

detaiL    I  speak  here  of  the  king,  and  not  of  Uy  true.    But  that  whidi  is  not  withm  the  pro- 

the  crown ;  the  interests  of  which  we  have  vince  of  parliament,  is  yet  within  the  i^tbere  of 

already  touched.    Independent  of  that  great*  every  man's  own  reflection.  IfaforeigBpriiioe 

ness  ydack  a  king  possesses  merely  by  being  resided  auMNig  us,  the  state  of  his  revenues 

a  rqiresentative  cf  the  national  dignity,  the  oouid  not  fail  of  becoming  the  sulked  of  our 

things  in  which  he  may  have  an  individual  speculation.    FiUed  with  an  anzioas  ooooeni 

interest  seem  to  be  these ; — wealth  accurai»-  for  whatever  regards  the  weUars  of  our  sov»> 

lated;  wealth  spent  in  magnificence,  pleasure,  reign,  it  is  impossible,  in  ooosidering    the 

or  beneficence;  personal  respect  and  attention;  miserable  circumstances  into  which  hie  has 

and  above  all,  private  ease  and  reposeof  mind,  been  brought,  that  this  obvious  topic  should  be 

These  compose  the  inventory  of  prosperous  entirely  passed  over.    Th^re  is  an  opinion  uni- 

circunHTtances,  whether  they  regard  a  prince  or  versal,  that  these  revalues  produce  something 

a  subject;  their  enjoyments  d^ering  only  in  not  inconsiderable,  dear  of  all  charges   and 

the  scale  upon  which  they  are  formed.  establishments.    This  produce  the  people  do 

Suppose  then  we  were  to  adc,  whether  the  not  bdieve  to  be  hoarded,  nor  perceive  to  be 

king  has  been  richer  than  his  predecessors  in  spent.     Jt  ia  aooounted  for  in  the  only  manner 

accumulated  wealth,  since  the  establishment  of  it  can,  by  supposing  thai  it  is  drawn  awaj,  for 

the  ^plan  of  favouritism?    I  believe  it  will  be  the  support  of  that  court  &ction,  tn^idi,  wfaifat 

found  that  the  picture  of  royal  indigence  which  it  distresses  the  nation,  impoverUthes  the  prince 

our  court  has  presented  until  thu  year,  has  in  every  one  of  his  resources.     I  <mce  more 

been  truly  humiliating.    Nor  has  it  been  re-  caution  the  reader,  that  I  do  not  urge  this  con- 

lievedfiom  this  unseemdy  distress,  but  by  means  sideration  concerning  the  foreign  revame,  as  if 

which  have  hazarded  the  affection  c^  the  peo-  I  su{^iosed  we  had  a  direct  right  to  ejcamine 

pie,  and  shaken  their  confidence  in  parliament,  into  Uie  eiq>enditure  of  any  part  of  it ;  but 

If  the  puMic  treasures  had  been  exhausted  in  sdely  for  the  purpose  of  diewing  bow  Utile  this 

magnificence  and  splendour,  thui  distress  would  system  of  favouritism  has  been  advantageous  to 

have  been  accounted  for,  and  in  some  measure  the  m(xiarch  himself;  which,  without  magnift* 

jostled.   Nothing  would  bem(Mre  unworthy  of  eence,  has  sunk  him  into  a  state  of  unni^ural 

tills  nation,  than  with  a  mean  and  mechanical  poverty;  at  the  same  time  that  he  poanased 

rule,  to  mete  out  the  splendour  of  the  crown,  every  means  of  affluence,  firom  ample  revenues, 

Indeed  I  have  found  very  few  persons  disposed  both  in  this  country,  and  in  olher  parts  of  his 

to  so  ungenerous  a  procedure.     But  the  gen^  dominions. 

rality  of  people,  it  must  be  confessed,  do  feel  a        Has  this  aysbem  provided  better  for  the  treat- 
good  deal  mortified,  when  they  compare  the  mmt  becoming  his  high  and  sacred  character 
wants  of  the  court  with  its  eipenses.    They  do  and  secured  the  king  from  those  diaguslB  at* 
not  behold  the  cause  of  this  distress  m  any  part  tached  to  the  necessity  of  employing  men  who 
of  the  apparatus  of  royal  magnificence.    In  ail  are  not  personally  agreeable  ?    This  is  a  topic 
this,  they  see  nothing  but  the  <^ierations  of  par-  upon  which  for  many  reasons  I  could  wish  to 
simony,  attended  with  all  the  consequences  of  be  silent ;  but  the  pretence  of  securing  against 
profiision.     Nothing  eiqiended,  nothing  saved,  sudi  causes  of  uneasiness,  is  the  ooraer-ctone 
Their  wonder  is  increased  l^  their  knowledge,  of  the  court  party.    It  has  however  ao  hap- 
Ihat  besides  the  revenue  settled  on  his  majes-  pened,  that  if  I  were  to  fix  uptni  any  one  point, 
ty's  civil  list  to  the  amount  of  £  .800,000  a  year,  in  which  this  system  has  been  more  parti<)lilai^ 
he  has  a  farther  aid,  firom  a  lai^e  pension  list,  ly  and  shamefijUy  blameabie,  the  ^fects  whidi 
near  £.90,000  a  year,  in  Ireland ;  finom  the  pro-  it  has  produced  would  justify  me  in  dioosing 
duoe  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster,  (which  we  are  for  that  point  its  tendency  to  degrade  the  per* 
tdd  has  been  gready  improved;)  from  the  reve-  8(»al  dignity  of  the  sovereign,  and  to  expose 
nne  of  the  dutdiy  of  Cornwall ;  from  the  Ame>  him  to  a  thousand  contradictions  and  mortifiea- 
rican  quit-rents ;  fitnn  the  four  and  a  half  per  tions.    It  is  but  too  evident  in  what  manner 
cent,  duty  in  the  Leeward  Islands;  this  last  these  projectors  of  royal  greatness  havefidfined 
worth  to  be  sure  considerably   more   than  all  their  magnificent  promises.   Without  reca- 
£.40,000  a  year.    The  whole  is  certainly  not  pitulating  all  the  circumstances  of  the  reign, 
touch  short  of  a  million  annually.  every  one  of  which  is  more  or  less  a  melan- 
These  are  revenues  within  the  knowledge  choly  proof  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  ad- 
•nd  cognizance  of  our  national  councils.     We  vaneed,  let  us  consider  the  language  of  the 
have  no  direct  ri^t  to  examine  into  the  receipts  court  but  a  few  jrears  ago,  concerning  most  of 


THE  FRESEJST  DISCONTENTS  175 

tin  peraoDs  now  in  the  extenial  adminktra-  most  certainly.    The  father  of  his  people  can- 

tioo :  let  me  ask,  whether  any  enemy  to  the  not  poasiMy  enjoy  repose,  while  his  family  is 

pennoal  feelings  of  the  sovoreign,  could  possi-  in  sisch  a  state  of  distraction.   Thai  what  has 

Uy  contrive  a  keener  instrument  of  mortifici^  the  crown  or  the  king  profited  by  all  this  fia»> 

tiMi,  and   degradation  of  all   dimity,   than  wrought  sdieme?    Is- he  more  rich,  or  mora 

ainost  eyexy  part  and  member  of  the  present  splraidid,  or  more  powerful,  or  more  at  his 

ttrangement?  nor,  in  the  whde  course  of  oar  ease,  by  so  many  labours  aiod  contrivanoss? 

iHstory,  has  any  compliance  wiA  the  will  of  have  they  not  beggared  his  exchequn*,   tar- 

Ae  people  ever  been  .known  to  extort  from  any  nished  the  splendour  of  bis  court,  Bank  his 

prince  a  greater  contradiction  to  all  his  ewa  dignity,  galled  his  feelings,  discomposed  the 

dedaxed  flections  uad  dislikes  than  that  which  whole  order  and  happiness  of  his  private  life  ? 

a  DOW  acbpted,  in  direct  opposition  to  every  It  will  be  very  hud,  I  brieve,  to  state  in 

thing  the  pet^le  approve  and  desire.  what  rospect  the  king  has  profited   by  that 

An  opinioo  prevsuls,  that  greatness  has  been  faction  which  presumptiously  choose  to  caU 

nore  than  raice  advised  to  sid^mit  to  certain  themsdves  kufrimda. 

caodeseensioBa  towards  individuals,  ^ich  have  If  particular  men  had  grown  into  an  attadlo 

beflB(feiiied  to  the  entreaties  of  a  nation.   For  ment,  by  the  distinguish^  hononr  of  die  soci- 

tbe  meaaest  and  most  dependent  instrument  of  ety  of  tb^r  sovereign ;  and,  by  being  the  par* 

this  system  knows,  lliat  there  are  hours  when  tdkers  of  his  amusements,  came  sometmies  to 

its  existence  may  depend  upon  bis  adherence  prefer  the  gratification  of  his  personal  indina^ 

to  it;  and  he  takes  his  advantage  acconHn^y.  tions  to  the  support  ef  his  high  character,  the 

Indeed  it  is  a  law  of  nature,  that  whoever  is  thing  would  be  very  natural,  and  it  wouU  be 

oecessary  to  vAtaX  we  have  made  our  object,  is  excusable  eoaa^.    But  the  pleasant  part  of 

swe  B  some  way,  or  in  scnne  time  or  oUier,  to  the  story  is,  that  these  king's  fiienda  have  no 

beoome  our  master.    All  this  however  is  sub-  more  ground  ifer  usurping  such  a  title,  than  a 

mitted  to,  in  (wder  to  avoid  that  monstrous  evil  resident  freeholder  in  Cumberland  or  in  Cor» 

of  govemmg  in  concurrence  with  the  c^inion  wall.    They  are  only  known  to  their  ssfverei^pi 

of  the  people.    For  it  seems  to  be  laid  down  as  by  kissing  his  hand,  for  the  offices,  pensions, 

a  maxim,  that  a  king  has  some  sort  of  interest  and  grants,  into  which  they  have  deceived  his 

in  giving  imeasiness  to  his  subjects:  that  all  benignity.    May  no  storm  ever  come,  which 

^  are  pleasing  to  them,  are  to  be  of  comae  will  put  the  fimmess  <^  their  attachment  to  the 

<liaagneeable  to  him :  that  as  soon  as  the  persc»s  pro(^;  and  which,  in  the  midst  of  confusions, 

>ivho  are  oitious  at  court  are  known  to  be  odious  and  terrours,  and  sufierings,  may  demonstrate 

to  the  peofrfe,  it  is  snatched  at  as  a  lucky  occa-  the  eternal  difference  between  a  true  and  se- 

si<n  of  showering  down  upon  them  all  kinds  of  vere  frigid  to  the  monarchy,  and  a  slippery 

emolaiBentB  and  honours.    None  are  consi-  sycophant  of  the  court !  Quantymif\fUiommTm 

dered  as  weO-widiers  to  the  crown,  but  those  ditinMt  omteus. 

^  advise  tosome  unpopular  course  of  action;  So  far  I  have  considered  the  effect  of  til* 

Done  capable  of  serving  it,  but  those  who  are  court  system,  chiefly  as  it  operates  upen  the 

<>Uiged  to  call  |tt  every  instant  upon  all  its  executive  government,  cm  the  temper  of  the 

power  for  the  sadety  of  their  lives.     None  are  people,  and  oa  the  happiness  of  the  soverei^ 

''Vposed  to  be  fit  priests  in  &e  temple  of  go-  It  remains,  that  we  should  eensider,  with  a 

Tsiament,  but  the  persons  who  are  compelled  little  attenti<»i,  its  operation  upon  parliament. 

to  fly  into  it  for  sanctuary.     Such  is  the  effect  Parliament  was  iindeed  the  great  object  ef 

^  this  refined  prcgect ;  such  is  ever  the  residt  aU  these  politics,  the  end  at  w^ich  they  aimed, 

<>f  aB  the  contrivaaoes  whidi  are  used  to  free  as  well  as  the  instrument  by  which  they  word 

in%  from  the  servitude  of  their  reasim,  and  to  operate.    But,  before  parliament  could  be 

^  the  necessity  of  ordering  their  affairs  made  subservient  to  a  system,  by  which  it  was 

aceording  to  their  evident  interests.    These  to  be  d^raded  from  the  dignity  of  a  national 

<^<"iferiTaQceB  oblige  them  to  run  into  a  real  council,  into  a  mere  member  oftfae  court,  it  must 

^  ruinoos  servitude,  in  order  to  avoid  a  sup-  be  greati^  changed  from  its  original  character, 

poied  restiauit  that  might  be  attended  with  In  speaking  of  this  body,  I  have  my  ejre 

ad?aiitage.  chiefly  on  the  house  of  commons.    I  hope  I 

If  th«efi)re  this  i^^Btem  has  so  ill  answered  shall  be  indulged  in  a  few  observations  on  the 

its  «wa  grand  pretence  of  saving  the  kingfi'om  nature  and  character  of  that  assembly;  net 

tboaeeesnty  ef  empbying  persons  disagreea-  widi  roj^  to  its  legal  farm  mdpower,  bat  to 

^tohim,  has  it  given  more  peace  and  tran-  itssptrif,  and  to  the  purposes  it  \B  mewt  to 

fBUitf  to  his  majesty's  private  hours?    No,  answer  in  the  constitution. 
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.  The  house  of  ooaunons  wai  supposed  origi*  cesses ;  and  fhey  are,  I  apprehend,  fully  ade- 

naUy  to  be  nopart  of  the  ttandmg  gmxmment  quale  to  their  object    If  not,  they  ought  to  be 

cf  this  country.    It  was  considered  as  a  oon-  made  so.    The  house  of  commons,  as  it  was 

tnndf  issuing  imnudiaUhf  6rom  the  people,  and  never  intended  for  the  sopp<Nt  of  peace  and 

speedily  to  be  resolved  -  into  the  mass  from  subordination,  is  miserably  appointed  fixr  that 

^  whence  it  arose.    In  this  respect  it  was  in  the  service  ;  having  no  stronger  weapon  than  its 

higher  part  of  government  what  juries  are  in  mace,  and  no  better  officer  than  its  Serjeant  at 

the  lower.    The  capacity  of  a  magistrate  being  arms,  which  it  can  command  of  its  own  proper 

transitory,  and  that  of  a  citizen  permanent,  the  authority.    A  vigilant  and  jealous  eye  over 

latter  capacity  it  was  hoped  would  of  course  executory  and  judicial  magistracy ;  an  anxious 

preponderate  in  all  disciasions,  not  only  b»>  care  of  public  money,  an  openness,  approocb- 

tween  the  people  and  the  standing  authority  of  ing  towards  facility,  to  puUic  complaint :  these 

the  crown,  but  between  the  people  and  the  seem  to  be  the  true  characteristics  of  a  house 

fleeting  authority  of  the  house  of  commons  of  commons.     But  an  addressing  house  of 

itself.    It  was  hoped  that,  -being  of  a  middle  commons,  and  a  petitioning  nation;  a  bouse 

nature  between  subject  and  government,  they  of  conmions  full  of  confidence,  when  the  nation 

would  feel  with  a  more  tender  and  a  nearer  is  plunged  in  despair ;  in  the  utmost  harmony 

imerest  every  thing  that  concerned  the  people,  with  ministers,  whom  the  people  regard  with 

than  the  other  remoter  and  more  permanent  the  utmost  abhorrence ;  who  vote  thanks,  when 

parts  of  legislature.  the  public  opinion  calls  upon  them  for  impeacl^ 

Whatever  alterations  time  and  the  necessary  ments ;  who  are  eager  to  grant,  when  the  ge- 

accommodation  of  business  may  have  intro>  neral  voice  demands  account;  who,  in  all  dis- 

duced,  this  character  can  never  be  sustained,  putes  between  the  people  and  administration, 

unless  the  house  of  commons  shall  be  made  to  presume  against  the  people;  who  punish  their 

bear  some  stamp  of  the  actual  disposition  of  disorders,  but  refuse  even  to  inquire  into  Ae 

the  people  at  laige.    It  would  (among  public  provocations  to  them ;  this  is  an  unnatural,  a 

misfortunes)  be  an  evil  more  natural  and  tole-  monstrous  state  of  things  in  this  constitution, 

rable,  that  the  house  of  commons  should  be  Such  an  assembly  may  be  a  great,  wise,  awfiil 

infected  with  every  epidemical  phrenzy  of  the  senate ;  but  it  is  not  to  any  pq)ular  purpose  a 

people,  as  this  would  indicate  some  consan-  house  of  c(»nmons.    This  change  firom  an  im- 

guinity,  some  sympathy  of  nature  with  their  mediate  state  of  procuration  and  delegation  to 

constituents,  than  that  ^ey  should  in  all  cases  a  course  of  acting  as  from  original  power,  is  the 

be  wholly  untouched  by  the  opinions  and  feel-  way  in  v^ivAk  aU  the  popular  magistracies  in 

ings  of  the  people  out  of  doors.    By  this  want  the  world  have  been  perverted  from  their  pur- 

of  sympathy  they  would  cease  to  be  a  house  poses.    It  is  indeed  their  greatest  and  some- 

of  commons.    For  it  is  not  the  derivation  of  times  their  incurable  corruption.    For  there  is 

the  power  of  that  house  from  the  people,  which  a  material  distinction  between  that  corruption 

makes  it  in  a  distinct  sense  their  representa-  by  which  particular  points  are  carried  against 

tive.    The  king  is  the  representative  of  the  reason,  (this  is  a  thing  which  cannot  be  {nre- 

people;  so  are  the  lords ;  so  are  the  judges,  vented  by  human  wisdom,  and  is  of  less  conse- 

Theyallare  trustees  for  the  people,  as  well  as  quence,)  and  the  corruption  of  the  principle 

the  coomions ;  because  no  power  is  given  for  itself.    For  then  the  evil  is  not  accidental,  but 

the  sole  sake  of  the  holder;  and  although  go-  settled.    The  distemper  becomes  the  natural 

vemment  certainly  is  an  institution  of  divine  habit. 

auth<Mrity,  yet  it  forms,  And  the  persons  who  For  my  part,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  con- 
administer  it,  all  originate  from  the  people.  elude  the  principle  of  parliament  to  be  totally 

A  popular  origin  cannot  therefore  be  the  cha-  corrupted,  and  therefore  its  ends  entirely  de- 
racteristical  distinction  of  a  popular  represen-  feated,  when  I  see  two  symptoms ;  first,  a  rule 
tative.  This  belongs  equally  to  all  parts  of  of  indiscriminate  support  to  all  ministers;  be- 
govemment,  and  in  all  forms.  The  virtue,  cause  this  destroys  die  very  end  of  parliament 
spirit,  and  essence  of  a  house  of  commons  con-  as  a  oontroul,  and  is  a  general  previous  sano 
sists  in  its  being  the  express  image  of  the  feel-  tion  to  misgovemment ;  and  secondly,  the  set- 
ings  of  the  nation.  It  was  not  instituted  to  be  ting  up  any  claims  adverse  to  the  right  of  free 
a  controul  upon  the  people,  as  of  late  it  has  election ;  for  this  tends  to  subvert  the  legal 
been  taught,  by  a  doctrine  of  the  most  pemi-  authority  by  which  the  house  of  ccMtnmons  sits, 
cious  tendency.  It  was  designed  as  a-controul  I  know  that,  since  the  Revolution,  along  with 
for  the  people.  Other  institutions  have  been  many  dangerous,  many  useful  powers  cf  go- 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  checking  popular  ex-  vemment  have  been  weakened.    It  is  abso- 
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htrijy  peceasary  to  hare  frequent  recourse  to     ment  is  persuaded  to  assume  the  (^ces  of 
&•  legUatore.     Parliaments  must  therefore     executive  government,  it  will  lose  all  the  conf> 


jrear,  and  for  great  part  of  the  year,  dence,  love,  and  veneration,  which  it  has  ever 
Thtb  dreaidful  disorders  of  frequent  elections  enjoyed  whilst  it  was  supposed  the  corrective 
kave  also  necessitated  a  septennial  instead  of  and  controul  of  the  acting  powers  of  the  state, 
a  triennial  duration.    These  circumstances,  I  This  would  be  the  event,  though  its  conduct  in 
■em  the  constant  habit  of  authority,  and  the  such  a  perversion  of  its  functions  should  be  to- 
■nfineqaency  of  elections,   have    tended  very  lerably  just  and  moderate;  but  if  it  should  be 
■nch  to  draw  the  house  of  commons  towards  iniquitous,  violent,  full  of  passion,  and  full  of 
llie  duuracter  of  a  standing  senate.    It  is  a  faction,  it  would  be  considered  as  the  most  in- 
diaorder  which  has  arisen  from  the  cure  of  tolerable  of  all  the  modes  of  tyranny. 
greater  disorders ;  it  has  arisen  from  the  ex-  For  a  considerable  time  this  separation  of 
treme  difliculty  of  reconciling  liberty  under  a  the  representatives   from    their   constituents 
monarchical  government,  with  external  strength  went  on  with  a  silent  progress ;  and  had  those, 
and  with  internal  tranquillity.  who  conducted  the  plan  for  their  total  separa- 
It  is  very  clear  that  we  cannot  free  ourselves  tion,  been  persons  of  temper  and  abilities  any 
entirely  from  this  great  inconvenience ;  but  I  way  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  their  design,  the 
wmkl  not  increase  an  evil,  because  I  was  not  success  would  have  been  infallible :  but  by 
•Ue  to  remove  it ;  and  because  it  was  not  in  their  precipitancy  they  have  laid  it  open  in  all 
By  power  to  keep  the  house  of  commons  reli-  its  nakedness ,  the  nation  is  alarmed  at  it :  and 
poosly  true  to  its  first  principles,  I  would  not  the  event  may  not  be  pleasant  to  the  contrivers 
argue  for  carrying  it  to  a  total  oblivion  of  them,  of  the  scheme.    In  the  last  session,  the  corps 
This  has  been    the  great  scheme  of  power  called  the  king's  friends  made  an  hardy  attempt 
m  oor  time.     They  who  will  not  conform  their  all  at  once,  to  aUer  the  right  of  electxon  itsdf, 
oooduct  to  the  public  good,  and  cannot  support  to  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  house  of  corn- 
it  by  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  have  adopted  mons  to  disable  any  person  disagreeable  to 
anew  plain.     They  have  totally  abandoned  the  them  from  sitting  in  parliament,  without  any 
Mattered  and  old  fitshioned  fortress  of  preroga-  other  rule  than  their  own  pleasure  ;  to  make 
tire,  and  made  a  lodgment  in  the  strong  hold  incapacities,  either  general  for  descriptions  of 
of  parliament  itself.     If  they  have  any  evil  men,  or  particular  for  individuals ;  and  to  take 
design  to  which  there  is  no  ordinary  legal  into  their  body,  persons  who  avowedly  had 
power  ccmunensurate,  they  bring  it  into  parlia-  never  been  chosen  by  the  majority  of  legal 
Beitf.    In  parliament  the  whole  is  executed  electors,  nor  agreeably  to  any  known  rule  of 
fiom  the  beginning  to  the  end.    In  parliament  law. 

the  power  cmT obtaining  their  object  is  absolute ;  The  arguments  upon  which  this  claim  was 

oddie  safety  in  the  proceeding  perfect;  no  founded  and  combated,  are  not  my  business 

rales  to  confine,  no  afler-reckonings  to  terriiy.  here.    Never  has  a  subject  been  more  amply 

Paitiament  cannot  with  any  great  propriety  and  more  learnedly  handled,  nor  upon  one  side 

punish  others,  for  things  in  which  they  them-  in  my  opinion  more  satisfactorily  ;  they  who 

•dves  have  been  accomplices.    Thus  the  con-  are  not  convinced  by  what  is  already  written 

trool  of  paiiiament  upon  the  executory  power  is  would  not  receive  conviction  though  one  arose 

lost;  because  parliament  is  made  to  partake  in  from  the  dead. 

every  considerable  act  of  government,    /m-  I  too  have  thought  on  this  subject :  but  my 

peachmentj  that  great  gucerdxan  of  the  pwrity  of  purpose  here,  is  only  to  consider  it  as  a  part  of 

^eonatiuaion^  it  hi  danger  of  being  lost,  even  the  favourite  project  of  government ;  to  observe 

to  the  idea  of  it.  on  the  motives  which  1^  to  it ;  and  to  trace  its 

By  this  plan  several  important  ends  are  an-  political  consequences, 

awered  to  the  cabal.    If  the  authority  of  par-  A  violent  rage  for  the  punishment  of  Mr. 

liament  supports  itself,  the  credit  of  every  act  Wilkes  was  the  pretence  of  the  whole.    This 

of  government  which  Uiey  contrive,  is  saved ;  gentleman,  by  setting  himself  strongly  in  oppo- 

but  if  the  act  be  so  very  odious  that  the  whole  sition  to  the  court  cabal,  had  become  at  once 

strength  of  parliament  is  insufficient  to  recom-  an  object  of  their  persecution,  and  of  the  po- 

moA  it,  then  parliament  is  itself  discredited;  pular  favour.    The  hatred  of  the  court  party 

and  this  discredit  increases  more  and  more  pursuing,  and  the  countenance  of  the  people 

that  indifiference  to  the  constitution,  which  it  protecting  him,  it  very  soon  became  not  at  all  a 

is  die  constant  aim  ui  its  enemies,  by  their  question  on  the  man,  but  a  trial  of  strength 

abuse  of  parliamentary  powers,  to  render  ge-  between  the  two  parties.    The  advantange  of 

neral  among  the  people.     Whenever  parlia-  the  victory  in  this  particular  contest  was  tha 
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present,  trjt  ivx  tb«  only,  dot  br  any  means  the  haomss  and  gmnhimmf  in  the  gift  of  die 

prmcipd.  object.     Its  op«raikin  upcn  th«  cha-  cruwa.    Now  the  principle  is  reversed;  and 

FBCtcr  of  the  house  of  commons  n^s  the  great  the  favour  of  the  court  is  the  only  sure  way  of 

point  in  view.     The  point  to  be  gaineil  by  the  obtaining  and  holding  those   honours  which 

cabal  was  this :  that  a  precedent  should  be  es-  ought  to  be  in  the  disposal  <^  the  peo(^. 

tablished,  tending  to  shew,  TAot /Ae.^nxi«ir  of  It  signifies  seryliuJe  bow  this  matter  may  bo 

tkejmaplt  was  «•<  so  mm  a  nod  as  the  favour  of  quibbled  away.    Example,  the  only  aigumeat 

Ae  court  even  to  popmlv  kamaurt  ami  popultr  of  effect  in  civil  life,  demonstrates  the  truth  of 

inula.    A  strenuous  resistance  to  every  ap-  my  proposition.    Nothing  can  alter  ray  opi> 

pearance  of  lawiess  power ;  a  spirit  of  intk-  nion  concerning  the  pernicious  tenden^  of 

pendence  carried  to  some  degree  of  enthusi-  this  eiam|^,  until  1  see  some  man  fi>r  hu  in- 

asm ;  an  inquisitive  character  to  discover,  and  discretion  in  the  support   of  pow^  ibr  his 

a  bold  one  to  display,  every  corruption  and  violent  and  in»imwau  servility,  rendered  in- 

every  errour  of  government;    these  are  the  capable  of  sitting  in  parliament.     For  as  it 

qualities  which  recommend  a  man  to  a  seat  in  now  stands,  the  huk  of  overstraining  popidar 

die  house  of  commons,  in  open  and  merdy  qualities,  and,  irregulaiiy  if  you  please,  asser- 

popular  elections.    An  indolent  and  submissive  ting  popular  privUc^es,  has  led  to  diaqualific*- 

disposition ;  a  disposition  to  think  charitably  tion :  the  opposite  fault  never  has  produced 

of  aU  the  actions  of  men  in  power,  and  to  live  the  slightest  punishment.    Resistance  to  pow- 

in  a  mutoal  intercourse  of  fiivours  with  them ;  er,  has  shut  the  door  of  the  house  of  commons 

an  inclination  rather  to  co«mtenance  a  strong  to  one  man ;  ofasequiooBDess  and  servili^,  to 

use  of  authority,  than  to  bear  any  sort  of  licen-  none. 

tioosness  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  these  are  Not  that  I  would  encourage  popular  disorder, 
imfavourable  qualities  in  an  open  election  for  or  any  disorder.  But  I  would  leave  sw^  o^ 
members  of  parliament.  fences  to  the  law,  to  be  punished  in  measure 
The  instinct  which  carries  the  people  to-  and  proportion.  The  laws  of  this  country  are 
wards  the  choice  of  the  former,  is  justified  by  for  the  most  part  constituted,  and  wisely  so,  ibr 
reason ;  because  a  man  of  such  a  character,  the  general  ends  of  government,  rather  thui 
even  in  its  exorbitances,  does  not  directly  con-  for  the  preservation  of  our  particular  liberties, 
tradict  the  purposes  of  a  trust,  the  end  of  which  Whatever  th^relbre  is  done  in  support  of  liber- 
is  a  controul  on  power.  The  latter  character,  ty,  by  persons  not  in  public  trust,  or  not  acting 
even  when  it  is  not  in  its  extreme,  will  execute  merely  in  that  trust,  is  liaUe  to  be  more  or  leas 
this  trust  but  very  imperfectly ;  and,  if  devi-  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law ;  and  the 
ating  to  the  least  excess,  will  certainly  fiiistrate  law  itself  is  sufficient  to  animadvert  14x10  it 
insteJEkd  of  forwarding  the  purposes  of  a  con-  with  great  severity.  Nothing  indeed  can  hi»> 
trool  on  government.  But  when  the  house  of  der  that  severe  letter  from  crushii^  us,  except 
commons  was  to  be  new  modelled,  this  principle  the  t^nperaments  it  may  receive  from  a  trul 
was  not  only  to  be  changed  but  reversed,  by  jury.  Butif  the  habit  prevails  of  ^lotn^Ae- 
Whilst  any  errours  committed  in  support  of  yond  the  law,  and  siq)er8eding  diis  judicature, 
powo*  were  left  to  the  law,  with  every  advan-  of  canying  offences,  real  or  supposed,  into  the 
tage  of  favourable  constructicMi,  of  mitigation,  legislative  bodies,  who  shall  estaUicii  theo^ 
and  finally  of  pardon ;  all  excesses  on  the  side  selves  into  oourts  of  criminal  equity,  (so  the  ttar 
of  liberty,  or  in  pursuit  of  popular  favour,  or  chamber  has  been  called  by  Lord  Bac(H>,)  all 
in  defence  of  popular  rights  and  privileges,  the  evils  of  the  $tar  chamber  are  revived.  A 
were  not  only  to  be  punished  by  the  rigour  of  large  and  liberal  construction  in  asoertaining 
the  known  law,  but  by  a  diacretionaary  proceed-  offences,  and  a  discretionary  power  in  punish- 
ing which  brought  on  the  loae  of  the  popular  ob-  ing  them,  is  the  idea  o£crimitial  equity  ;  which 
jeet  iteelf.  Popularity  was  to  be  readered,  if  is  in  truth  a  monster  in  jurisprudence.  It 
not  directly  penal,  at  least  highly  dangerous,  signifies  nothing  whether  a  court  for  this  pur* 
The  favour  of  the  people  might  lead  even  to  a  pose  be  a  connnittee  of  council  or  a  house  of 
disqualification  of  representing  them.  Their  commons,  or  a  house  of  lords ;  the  liberty  of 
odiimi  might  become,  strained  through  the  me-  the  subject  will  be  equally  subverted  by  it 
dium  of  two  or  three  constructions,  the  moans  The  true  end  and  purpose  of  that  house  of 
of  sitting  as  the  trustee  of  all  that  was  dear  to  parliament  which  entertains  stx^h  a  jurisdiction 
diem.  This  is  punishing  the  offence  in  the  will  be  destroyed  by  it. 
offending  part.  Until  this  time,  the  opinion  of  I  will  not  believe,  what  no  other  man  living 
die  people,  dirough  the  power  of  an  assembly,  believes,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  punished  £at  the 
■till  in  some  sort  popular,  led  to  the  greatest  indecency  of  his  publications,  or  the  impiety  of 
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nuasacked  closet.    If  he  had  fallen  in  a  every  thing.     He  that  will  have  a  sure  and 
riau^ter  of  libellers  and  blasphemers,  honourable  seat  in  the  house  of  commoos,  must 
,  I  eoald  well  believe  that  nothing  more  was  take  care  how  he  adventures  to  cultivate  popo* 
msuA  tfian  was  pretended.    But  when  I  see  lar  qualities  ;  otherwise  he  may  remember  the 
Aat,  for  years  together,  fidl  as  impious,  and  <M  maxim,  Brenea  et  infauttos  populi  Romeud 
perhaps  mcnre  dangerous  writings  to  religion  cmtoret.    If,  therefore,  a  pursuit  of  popularity 
nd  virtue  and  order,  have  not  been  punie^ied,  expose  a  man  to  greater  dangers  than  a  dis* 
■or  their  authors  discountenanced ;   that  die  position  to  servUity,  the  principle  which  is  the 
WMt  audacious  libels  on  royal  majesty  have  life  and  soul  of  popular  eiecticns  will  perish 
pMsed  without  notice ;  that  die  most  treason-  out  of  the  constitution. 
Ak  invectives  against  the  laws,  liberties,  and  It  behoves  the  people  of  Eln^and  to  consider 
CQBstitation  of  the  country,  have  not  met  with  how  the  house  of  commons,  under  the  operap 
Ae  i£^teat  animadversion ;  I  must  consider  tion  of  these  examples,  must  of  necessi^  be 
lltts  as  a  shodiing  and  shameless  pretence,  constituted.    On  the  side  of  the  court  will  be, 
Never  did  an  envenomed  scurrility  against  ^  honours,  offices,  emoluments ;  every  sort  of 
0Tery  thing  sacred  and  civil,  public  and  private,  personal  gratification  to  avarice  or  vani^ ;  and 
nge  through  the  kingdom  with  such  a  furiois  what  is  of  more  moment  to  most  gratlemen,  the 
vbA  unbritfled  licence.  All  this  while  the  peace  means  of  growing,  by  innumeraJ)le  petty  ser- 
of  the  nation  must  be  shaken,  to  ruin  onelibdk  vices  to  individKials,  into  a  spreading  interest 
kr,  vrid  to  tear  firom  the  populace  a  single  in  their  country.     On  the  other  hand,  let  us 
&v<Mirite.  suppose  a  person  unconnected  with  the  court, 
Nor  is  it  that  vice  merely  skulks  in  an  ob-  and  in  opposition  to  its  system.    For  his  own 
score  and  contemptible  impunity.    Does  not  person,  no  office,  or  emolument,  or  title ;  no 
the  public  behold  with  indignation,  persons  not  promotion  ecclesiastical  or  civil,  or  military, 
ody  generally  scandalous  in  their  lives,  but  the  or  naval,  for  chiklren,  or  brothers,  or  kindred, 
iikntical  persons  n^o,  by  their  society,  their  In  vain  an  expiring  interest  in  a  borough  calls 
iiBtniction,  their  example,  their  encourage-  for  offices,  or  smaU  livings,  for  the  children  of 
nent,  have  drawn  tiiis  man  into  the  very  faults  mayors,  and  aklermen,  and  capital  burgesses, 
^"'ludi  have  fumi^ed  die  cabal  with  a  pretence  His  court  rival  has  them  all.     He  can  do  an 
fcr  his  persecution,  loaded  with  every  kind  of  infinite  number  of  acts  of  generosity  and  kind- 
fcroor,  boooar,  and  distinction,  which  a  court  ness,  and  even  of  puUic  spirit.    He  can  pro- 
em bestow?    Add  but  the  crime  of  servility  cure  indemnity  from  quarters.  He  can  procure 
(the  faiam  crimen  aervitutis)  to  every  other  advantages  in  trade.    He  can  get  pardons  for 
crime,  and  the  whole  mass  is  immediately  offences.    He  can  obtain  a  thousand  favours, 
tnonmited  into  vhlue,  and  becomes  the  just  and  avert  a  thousand  evils.    He  may,  while 
«*ject  of  reward  and  honour.    When  there-  he  betrays  every  valuable  interest  of  the  king- 
fcre  I  reflect  upon  this  method  pursued  by  the  dom,  be  a  benefactor,  a  patron,  a  fiuher,  a  guar* 
Cibti  in  distributing  rewards  and  puni^ments,  dian  angel,  to  his  borough.    The  unfiHtunate 
I  most  conclude  that  Mr.  Wilkes  is  the  object  independent  member  has  nothing  to  offer,  but 
of  persecution,  not  on  account  of  what  he  has  harsh  refusal,  or  piti^  excuse,  or  despondent 
•faoe  hi  oonunon  with  others  who  are  the  objects  representation  of  an  hopeless  interest  Excq>C 
of  reward,  but  for  that  in  which  he  differs  from  from  his  private  fortune,  in  which  he  may  be 
many  of  th^n:  that  he  is  pursued  for  the  spi-  equalled,  perhaps  exceeded,  by  hid  court  com- 
rited  dispositions  which  are  blended  with  his  petitor,  he  has  no  way  of  shewing  anyone  good 
nces ;  for  his  unconquerable  firmness,  for  his  quality,  or  of  making  a  single  fi-iend.    In  the 
fwohite,  indefatigable,    strenuous    resistance  house,  he  votes  for  ever  in  a  dispirited  minority, 
against  oppression.  If  he  speaks,  the  doors  are  locked.    A  body  of 
In  this  case,  therefore,  it  was  not  the  man  bquacious  place-men  go  out  to  tell  the  world 
*at  was  to  be  punished,  nor  his  fauks  that  that  all  he  aims  at  is  to  get  into  office.    If  he 
were  to  be  discountenanced.    Opposition  to  has  not  the  talent  of  elocution,  which  is  the 
acts  of  power  was  to  be  marked  by  a  kind  of  case  of  many  as  wise  and  knowing  men  as  any 
cinl  proscription.  The  popularity  which  should  in  the  house,  he  is  liable  to  all  these  inconve- 
ariae  from  such  an  opposition  was  to  be  shewn  niences,  without  the  eclat  ^ich  attends  upon 
unable  to  protect  it.    The  qualities  by  which  any  tolerably  successful  exertion  of  eloquence. 
court  is  made  to  the  people,  were  to  render  Can  we  conceive  a  more  discouraging  post  rf 
every  fault  inexpiable,  and  every  errour  irre-  duty  than  this  'i  Strip  it  of  the  poor  reward  of 
trievaUe.     The  qualities  by  which  court  is  popularity ;  suffer  even  the  excesses  committed 
"ttfde  to  power,  were  to  cover  and  to  sanctify  in  defence  of  the  popular  interest,  to  become  a 
Vol.  I.— 12 
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grauml  for  the  majority  of  that  house  to  fonn  a  prepoeterouslj  the  law  ig  made  to  attend  on 

diaqualification  out  of  the  line  of  the  law,  and  the  judgment ;  and  the  rule  of  the  judgment  is 

at  their  pleasure,  attended  not  only  with  the  no  other  than  the  occanoncd  mil  of  the  house. 

loss  of  the  franobiae,  but  with  every  kind  of  An  arbitrary  discretion  leads,  legality  follows  ; 

personal  diagrB£e.r- If  ibis  shall  happen,  the  which  is  just  the  very  nature  and  description 

people  of  this  kingdom  may  be  assured  that  of  a  legislative  act. 

they  cannot  be  finnly  or  faithfully  served  by  This  claim  in  their  hands  was  no  barren 
any  man.  It  is  out  of  the  natare  cf  men  and  theory.  It  was  pursued  into  its  utmost  con- 
Uiings  that  they  should ;  and  their  presumption  sequences ;  and  a  dangerous  principle  has  be- 
will  be  equal  to  their  folly  if  they  expect  it.  got  a  corresp<Mident  practice.  A  systematic 
The  power  of  the  people,  within  the  laws,  must  spirit  has  been  shewn  upon  both  sides.  The 
shew  itself  sufl^cient  to  protect  evecy  represen-  electors  of  Middlesex  chose  a  person  whom  the 
tative  in  the  animated  peiformance  of  his  duty,  house  of  coounons  had  voted  incapable;  and 
or  that  duty  cannot  be  performed.  The  house  the  house  of  commons  has  taken  in  a  member 
of  commons  can  never  be  a  oontroul  on  other  whom  tlie  electors  of  Middlesex  had  not  chosexk. 
parts  of  goverament,  unlesis  they  are  con trouled  By  a  construction  on  that  legislative  power 
themsdves  by  their  constituents;  and  unless  which  had  been  assumed,  they  declared  that 
these  constituents  potseas  some  right  in  the  the  true  legal  sense  of  the  country  was  con- 
choice  of  that  house,  which  it  is  not  in  the  tained  in  the  minority,  on  that  occasion ;  and 
power  of  that  house  to  take  away.  If  they  m&-  might,  on  a  resistance  to  a  vote  of  incapacity^ 
for  this  power  (^  arbitrmiy  incapacitation  to  be  ccmtaincd  in  any  minority, 
stand,  they  have  utteriy  perverted  every  other  When  any  construction  of  law  goes  against 
power  of  the  bouse  of  commons.  The  late  the  spirit  of  the  privilege  it  was  meant  to  sup- 
proceeding,  I  will  not -say,  m  contrary  to  law;  port,  it  is  a  vicious  construction.  It  is  mate- 
it  rmut  be  so ;  for  the  power  which  is  claimed  rial  to  us  to  be  represented  really  and  bonafidey 
caxmot,  by  any  possibility,  be  a  legal  power  in  and  not  in  forms,  in  types,  and  shadows,  and 
any  limited  member  of  government.  fictions  of  law.    The  right  of  election  was  not 

The  power  whidi  tliey  claim,  of  declaring  established  merely  as  a  matter  of  farm,    to 

inci4)acities,  would  not  be  above  the  just  claims  satisfy  some  method  and  rule  of  technical  rea- 

of  a  final  judicature,  if  they  had  not  laid  it  soning.;  it  was  not  a  principle  which  might 

down  as  a  leading  principle,  that  they  had  no  substitute  a  Txtxus^  or  a  MoBviuSy  a  John  Doe  or 

rule  in  the  exercise  of  this  claim,  but  their  own  Richard  Roe,  in  the  place  of  a  man  specially 

duer^tion.    Not  one  of  their  abettors  has  ever  chosen ;  not  a  principle  which  was  just  as  weU 

undertaken  to  assign  the  principle  of  unfitness,  satisfied  with  one  man  as  with  another.    It  is 

the  species  or  degree  of  delinquency,  on  which  a  right,  the  efiect  of  which  is  to  give  to  the 

the  house  of  commons  will  expel,  nor  the  mode  people,  that  man,  and  that  man  ordyj  whom  by 

of  proceeding  uptm  it,  nw  the  evidence  upon  their  voices,  actually,  not  constructively  given, 

which  it  is  established.     The  direct  conSe-  they  declare  that  they  know,  esteem,  love,  and 

quence  of  which  is,  that  the  first  fi-anchise  of  trust.    This  right  is  a  matter  within  their  own 

an  Englishman,  and  that  on  which  all  the  rest  power  of  judging  and  feeling ;  not  an  ens  rationit 

vitally  depoMl,  is  to  be  forfeited  for  some  ofience  and  creature  of  law :  nor  can  those  devices,  by 

vrhkh  no  man  knows,  and  which  is  to  be  proved  which  any  thing  else  is  substituted  in  the  place 

by  no  known  rule  whatsoever  of  legal  evidence.  (^ such  an  actual  choice,  answer  in  the  least 

This  is  so  anomalous  to  our  whole  constitution,  degree  the  end  of  representation, 

that  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  most  trivial  right  I  know  that  the  courts  of  law  have  made  as 

which  the  subject  claims,  never  was,  nor  can  strained  constructions  in  other  cases.    Such  is 

be,  forfeited  in  such  a  manner.  the  construction  in  common  recoveries.    The 

The  whde  of  their  usurpation  is  established  method  of  construction  which  in  that  case  gives 

i^KHi  this  method  of  arguing.   We  do  not  make  to  the  persons  in  remainder,  for  their  security 

laws.    No ;  we  do  not  contend  for  this  power,  and  representative,  the  door-ke^)er,  cryer,  or 

We  only  declare  law ;  and,  as  we  are  a  tribunal  sweeper  of  the  court,  or  some  other  shadowy 

both  competent  and  supreme,  what  we  declare  being  without  substance  or  effect,  is  a  fiction 

to  be  law  becomes  law,  although  it  should  not  of  a  very  coarse  texture.    This  was  however 

have  been  so  before.    Thus  the  circumstance  sufiered,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  whole 

of  having  no  cqtpeal  from  their  jurisdiction  is  kingdom,  for  ages,  because  the  evasion  of  the 

made  to  imply  that  they  have  no  rule  in  the  old  statute  of  Westminster,  which  authorized 

exercise  of  it;  the  judgment  does  not  derive  its  perpetuities,  had  more  sense  and  utility  than 

validity  &Qta  its  conformity  to  the  law;  but  the  law  which  was  evaded.    But  an  attempt  to 
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Imi  the  r^fat  of  election  into  such  a  farce  and  an  instramental  house  of  c(xnmon8.    It  is  pre- 

■ockery  as  a  fictitious  fine  and  recovery,  will,  cisely  the  same,  whether  'the  ministers  of  the 

I  hope,  have  another  fate ;  because  the  laws  crown  can  disqualify  by  a  dependent  house  of 

which  give  it  are  infinitely  dear  to  us,  and  the  oonunons,  or  by  a  dependent  court  of  stor  cham^ 

•fisaon  is  infinitely  contemptible.  frer,  or  by  a  dependent  court  of  king's  bench. 

The  people  indeed  have  been  told,  that  this  If  once  members  (/parliament  can  be  practi- 

power  of  discretionary  disqualification  is  vested  cally  convinced  that  they  do  not  depend  on  the 

ia  hands  that  they  may  trust,  and  who  will  be  affection  or  opinion  of  the  pe<^le  for  their  poli- 

■ore  not  to  abuse  it  to  their  prejudice.    Until  I  tical  being,  they  will  give  themselves  over, 

find  something  in  this  argument  differing  fi'ora  without  even  an  appearance  of  reserve,  to  the 

that  OQ  which  every  mode  of  despotism  has  influence  of  the  court. 

keen  defended,  I  diall  not  be  inclined  to  pay  it  Indeed,  a  parliament  unconnected  with  the 

ojr  great  compliment.    The  people  are  satis-  people,  is  essential  to  a  ministry  unconnected 

fied  to  trust  themselves  with  the  exercise  of  with  the  people ;  and  therefore  those  who  saw 

fteir  own  privileges,  and  do  not  desire  this  through  what  mighty  difficulties  the  interiour 

kind  intervention  of  the  house  (/commons  to  ministry  waded,  and  the  exteriour  were  dragged, 

free  tfiem  fitxn  the  burthen.    They  are  cer-  in  this  business,  will  conceive  of  what  prodi- 

taialy  in  the  right.    They  ought  not  to  trust  gious  importance,  the  new  corps  of  king*8  men 

4m  hoow  of  commons  with  a  power  over  their  held  this  principle  of  occasional  and  personal 

fraodiises:  because  the  constitution,  which  incapacitation,  to  the  whole  body  of  their  design. 

pUoed  two  other  co-ordinate  powers  to  C(»i-  When  the  house  of  commons  was  thus  made 

troolit,  reposed  no  such  confidence  in  that  body,  to  consider  itself  as  the  master  of  its  constitu- 

It  were  a  folly  well  deserving  servitude  for  its  oits,  there  wanted  but  one  thing  to  secure  that 

panlihment,  tobe  fiill  of  (K>n&ience  where  the  house  against  all  possible  future  deviation  t<^ 

hm  are  full  of  distrust ;  and  to  give  to  a  house  wards  popularity ;  an  unimUed  fund  of  money 

of  commons,  arrogating  to  its  sole  resolution  to  be  laid  out  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the 

the  most  harsh  and  (xlious  part  of  legislative  court. 

authority,  that  degree  of  submission  which  is  To  complete   the  scheme  of  bringing  our 

doe  only  to  the  legislature  itself.  court  to  a  resemblance  to  the  neighbouring  mo- 

When  the  house  of  (^omm(ms,  in  an  endea-  narchies,  it  was  necessary,  in  effect,  to  destroy 

foot  to  obtain  new  advantages  at  the  expense  those  appropriations  of  revenue,  which  seemed 

cf  the  other  orders  of  the  state,  for  the  benefit  to  limit  the  property,  as  the  other  laws  had 

cf  the  commont  at  large,  have  pursued  strong  done  the  powers,  of  the  crown.    An  opportu- 

actsures;  if  it  were  not  just,  it  was  at  least  nity  for  this  purpose  was  taken,  upon  an  appli- 

Datnral,  that  the  constituents  should  connive  at  coition  to  parliament  for  payment  of  the  (lebts 

ill  their  proceedings;  because  we  were  our^  of  the  civil  list;  which  in  1769  had  amounted 

lehres  idtimately  to  profit.    But  when  this  to  £.513,000..  Such  application  had  been  made 

nbmiision  is  urged  to  us,  in  a  <x>ntest  between  upon  former  occasions ;  but  to  do  it  in  the  for- 

the  representatives  and  ourselves,  and  where  mer  manner  would  by  no  means  answer  the 

Mhing  can  be  put  into  their  scale  which  is  present  purpose. 

Bot  taken  fitxn  ours,  they  fancy  us  to  be  children  Whenever  the  crown  had  come  to  the  com- 

wben  they  tell  us  they  are  our  representatives,  mons  to  desire  a  supply  for  the  discharging  of 

our  own  flesh  and  blood,  and  that  all  the  stripes  debts  due  on  the  civil  list ;  it  was  always  asked 

iheygive  osare  for  ourgocxi.    The  very  desire  and  granted  with  one  of  the  three  following 

of  that  body  to  have  such  a  trust  contrary  to  (qualifications ;  sometimes  with  all  of  them. 

i«w  reposed  in  them,  shews  that  they  are  not  Either  it  was  stated,  that  the  revenue  had 

worthy  of  it.    They  certainly  will  abuse  it ;  been  diverted  from  its  purposes  by  parliament ; 

because  all  men  possessed  of  an  uncontrouled  or  that  those  duties  had  fallen  short  of  the  sum 

discretionary  power  leading  to  the  aggrandize-  for  which  they  were  given  by  parliament,  and 

Blent  and  profit  of  their  own  body  have  always  that  the  intention  of  the  legislature  had  not  been 

abuoedit:  and  I  see  no  particular  sanctity  in  fulfilled;  or  that  the  money  required  to  dis- 

oortimes,  that  is  at  all  likely,  by  a  miraculous  charge  the  civil  list  debt,  was  to  be  raised 

operatioa,  to  overrule  the  course  of  nature.  chargeable  on  the  civil  list  duties.    In  the  reign 

Bat  we  must  purposely  riiut  our  eyes,  if  we  of  dueen  Anne,  the  crown  v^-as  found  in  debt, 

consider  this  matter  merely  as  a  contest  be-  The  lessening  and  granting  away  some  part  of 

tween  the  hojse  of  commons  and  the  electors,  her  revenue  by  pariiamcnt  was  alleged  as  the 

The  true  contest  is  between  the  electors  of  the  cause  of  that  debt,  and  pleaded  as  an  ei]uit]iUe 

kmgdom  and  tiie crown;  the  crown  acting  by  ground,  such  it  certainly  was,  for  discharging 
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h.    It  does  not  ftpi^ar  Oat  the  dati«ft  whieh    ttfeMdfy ;  if  it  ever  pradueMl  bo  anidi  dear 
were  then  applied  to  the  ordinary  goveittHMM     The  prodifioiDi  and  dangeroOB  diaafihetion  to 

produced  dear  above  i(  .580,000  a  year;  b&-  tha  very  beii^  of  the  frutahlirtiment,  and  the 
cause,  when  they  were  afterwaids  granted  to    eauaa  of  a  pNlender  then  powerfoUy  abated 

Geoi^e  the  First,  iS  .120,000  was  added,  totsom^  fifxxn  abroad,  produced  many  denanda  of  an 
plete  the  whole  to  ^.700,000  a  year.    Indeed  it    artraotdinary  nature  both  abroad  and  nt  home, 

was  then  asserted,  and,  I  have  no  doubt)  traly,  Much  management  and  great  eipeaaes  were 

that  for  many  yean  the  net  produce  did  not  aecessafy.    Bat  the  dvane  of  no  prince  baa 

amount  to  abore  £.650,000.    The  Queen's  atood  upon  more  onriiaken  fiawndarionn  than 

extraordinary  charges  were  besides  very  ooft-  that  of  his  present  majes^. 
siderable ;  equal,  at  least,  to  any  wehaf  e  teown        To  have  esDceeded  the  sum  given  for  the  civil 

in  our  time.    The  application  to  parliament  iist^andtohaTeinonnnedadebtwitfaoatapecial 

was  not  for  an  absolute  grant  of  money ;  but  to  authority  of  parliament,  was,  jirisia  faae,  a  cri- 

empower  Ae  dueen  to  raise  it  by  borrowing  minal  act:  as  sodi,  numsteca  ou^  naturally 

upon  the  civil  list  funds.  rathertohavewididrawnitfromtfae  inapeetion, 

The  civil  list  debt  was  twice  paid  in  the  than  to  have  ezpoeed  it  to  the  acnitiny,  of 

reign  of  Greoi^e  the  First    The  money  was  pariiamoit.    Certainly  they  ought,  of  th<Hi»- 

gruitedupon  the  same  plan  whidi  had  been  aeives,oflfeially  to  have  comeannedwitfi  every 

followed  in  the  reign  of  Ctueen  Anne.    The  aort  of  argument,  which,  by  explaining,  coidd 

civil  list  revenues  were  then  mortgaged  fbr  the  aaeuae,  a  miUter  in  itaelf  of  presumptive  guilL 

sum  to  be  raised,  and  stood  charged  with  the  But  the  terrours  of  the  bouse  of  commona  are 

ransom  of  their  own  deliverance.  no  longer  for  nunistera. 

George  the  Second  received  an  addition  to        On  the  odier  hand  the  peculiar  diaraoler  <^ 

his  civil  list.    Duties  were  granted  fbr  the  pup-  the  house  of  eommooa,  aa  trustee  of  the  public 

pose  of  raising  £.800,000  a  year.    It  was  not  purse,  would  have  led  them  to  call  with  apono 

until  he  had  reigned  nineteen  years,  and  after  tilious  solicilade  for  every  public  aocoont,  and 

the  last  rebellion,  that  he  called  upon  parlia-  to  have  examined  into  thsm  erich  tba  moai 

ment  for  a  discharge  of  the  civil  list  debt.  The  rigorous  accuiacy. 

extraordinary  diarges  brought  on  by  the  rebel>        The  capital  use  of  an  account  is,  thitf  the 

lion,  account  folly  fbr  the  neceasitiea  of  the  leality  of  the  charge,  the  reaaoa  of  incurring 

crown.    However,  the  extraordinary  diargea  it,  and  the  juatioe  andaeeesaity  of  diadMrgiag 

of  government  were  not  thought  a  ground  fit  to  it,  should  all  appear  aatecedeat  tothepayaaettL 

be  relied  on.  No  manever  pays  first,  and  callsfor  hie  aocewrt 

A  deficiency  of  the  civil  list  duties  fbr  seve-  afierwards ;  because  be  would  thereby  let  out 

ral  years  before,  was  stated  as  the  principal,  if  of  hia  hands  the  principal,  and  indeed  «nly 

not  the  sole,  ground  on  whidi  an  application  effectual,  means  of  oompifiHiiig  a  foil  aad  £dr 

to  parliament  could  be  justified.    About  this  one.    Bttt,  in  national  busiaeo^  there  is  an 

time  the  produce  of  these  duties  had  ,follea  additional  reason  fbr  a  preaioHa  prodttotion  of 

pretty  low ;  and  even  upon  aa  average  of  ^  every  account.  It  is  a  check,  peihapa  the  osly 

whole  reign  they  never  produced  £  JOO,000  a  ene,  upon  a  oormpt  and  prod^ial  use  of  public 

year  clear  to  the  treasury.  OMBey.    An  aooeaut  after  payasent  is  to  no 

That  prince  reigned  fourteen  years  afW-  ratioasl  purpose  an  acoeuat.    However,  the 

wanfa:  not  only  no  new  demands  were  made ;  house  ef  ceausehs  tfKW^gkt  all  these  ta  be  aati- 

but  with  so  much  good  order  were  his  revenuea  <iuated  princ^es ;  they  were  of  opwion,  that 

and  expenses  regulated,  that,  although  many  the  aaost  parliamentary  wi^  of  ^ooeeding  was, 

parts  of  the  estaolidiment  of  the  court  were  to  pay  first  what  the  oourt  thought  proper  to  de- 

upon  a  larger  and  more  liberal  scale  than  they  UMUMi,  and  to  take  itsobaaoefor  an  eaaminatioa 

have  been  since,  there  was  a  considerable  stna  iallo  accounts  at  some  tiam  of  peater  leisure. 
in  hand,  on  his  disease,  amounting  to  about        The  nation  had  settled  £.800,000  a  year  on 

£.170,000  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  civil  the  crown,  as  sufficient  for  the  si^pfiDrt  ef  its 

list  of  his  present  majesty.    So  that,  if  this  dignity,  upon  the  estimate  of  its  own  ministers, 

reign  commenced  with  a  greater  charge  than  When  aunfeters  came  to  parliameat,  and  said 

usinl,  diere  was  enoogh,  and  more  than  enough,  that  this  allowance  bad  not  been  sufficient  fbr 

abundantly  to  supply  all  the  extraordinary  exs-  Ae  purpose,  and  Ihat  they  had  iacuned  a  debt 

pense.    That  the  civil  list  should  have  been  of  £.500000,  wouM  it  not  have  been  nataral  for 

exceeded  in  the  two  former  reigns,  especialfy  paiiiament  first  to  have  asked,  bow,  and  by 

in  the  reign  of  Ghorge  the  First  was  not  at  aiU  what  means,  their  af^sropriated  allowance  came 

wvprismg.    His  revenue  was  but  £.700,080,  to  be  iuufficient  1  Would  it  not  have  savoured 
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tf  MB*  ftttMtion  to  jnrtiee,  to  bum  Men  in    pajmmt  ifdebL    No  wondmr  that  it  produoes 
vfeHk  Berto^  of  adminutntion  this  debt  had    such  eficcts. 


I  originanj  incurred ;  that  they  might  dis-  Nor  was  the  houss  at  ali  more  attentive  to 

P}  and,  if  need  were,  amaad?ert  cm  the  a  provident  security  against  future,  than  it  had 

^OBOBS  who  were  found  the  most  culpable?  been  to  a  vindictive  retrospect  to  past,  mis- 

To  pot  their  hands  upon  such  articles  of  ex-  managements.    I  should  have  thought  indeed 

pnifitiire  as  they  thought  improper  or  exoe»>  that  a  ministerial  promise,  during  their  own 

■ve,  and  to  secure  in  fbture,  against  such  mis-  continuance  in  office,  might  have  been  given, 

•pplicatioa  or  exceeding?   Acoouats  for  any  tlaough  this  would  have  t^n  but  a  poor  secu- 

olher  purposes  are  but  a  matter  of  curiosity,  rity  for  the  public.    Mr.  Pelham  gave  such  an 

tad  no  genuine  parliamentary  object.    All  the  assurance,  and  he  k^t  his  word.   But  nothing 

anoonnts  vdiich  could  answer  any  parliaraen-  was  capable  of  extorting  from  our  ministers 

tMy  end  were  refused,  or  postponed  by  previ-  any  thing  which  had  the  least  resonblance  to  a 

SOB  questions.    Every  idea  of  prevention  was  promise  of  confining  the  expenses  of  the  civil 

ngeeled,  as  conveying  an  impr(^>«'  suspicion  list  within  the  limits  which  had  been  settled 

^  te  ministers  of  the  crown.  by  pariiament.    This  reserve  of  theirs  I  look 

When  every  leading  account  had  been  re-  upon  to  be  equivalent  to  the  clearest  declara- 

fiaed,  many  others  were  granted  with  sufB-  tion,  that  they  were  resdved  upon  a  contrary 

cieat  fibciU^.  course. 

Bat  with  great  candour  also,  the  house  was  However,  to  jNit  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt, 

iafiirmed,  tlmt  hardly  any  of  them  could  be  in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  after  thanking 

ready  until  the  next  session ;  some  of  them  parliament  for  the  reli^  so  liberally  granted, 

periu^l8  not  so  soon.    But,  in  order  firmly  to  the  ministers  infonn  the  two  bouses,  that  they 

wtsWiflh  die  precedent  ijf  payment  previous  to  will  endeavour  to  confine  tho  expenses  of  the 

eemmlf  and  to  form  it  into  a  settled  rule  of  civil  govemmeni<>-within  what  limits,  think 

iw howe,  the  god  in  the  ma<^ine  was  brought  you?  those  which  the  law  had  prescribed? 

down,  notiiing  less  than  the  wonder-working  Not  in  the  leastr— <'  such  limits  as  the  honour  of 

UoB  (^partieanent.    It  was  alleged,  that  it  is  the  the  croum  can  possibly  admit." 

km  of  parliament,  when  any  demand  comes  Thus  they  established  an  etrbitrvy  standard 

fion  the  crown,  that  the  house  must  go  imme-  for  that  dignity  which  pariiament  had  defined 

dittdy  into  the  committee  of  supply ;  in  which  and  limited  to  a  legal  standard.    They  gave 

^Mwrntt*^  it  was  alk>wed,  that  the  production  themselves  under  the  lax  and  indeterminate 

lad  examination  of  accomUs  would  be  quite  idea  of  the  honour  of  the  crouxfij  a  full  loose  for 

proper  and  regular.    It  was  therefore  carried,  all  manner  of  dissipation,  and  aU  manner  of 

ibt  they  shouki  go  into  the  committee  with-  corruption.  This  arbitrary  standard  they  we  jb 

«t  delay,  and  without  accounts,   in   order  not  afraid  to  hold  out  to  both  houses  ;  while  an 

to  examine  with  great  order  and  regularity  idle  and  unoperative  mcX  of  parliament,  <  sti- 

(Ungs  tfiat  oodd  not  possibly  come   before  mating  the  dignity  of  the  crown  at  jC  .SOT  ,000, 

4em.    After  this  stroke  of  orderiy  and  par-  and  ocmfining  it  to  that  sum,  adds  to  tL<)  num- 

Huaentary  wit  and  humour,  they  went  into  the  ber  of  obsolete  statutes  which  load  the  shelves 

eommittBe ;  and  very  generously  voted  the  pa]^  of  libraries  without  any  sort  of  advantage  to 

aeoL  the  peq;)le. 

There  vras  a  eireumstanco  in  that  debate  too  After  this  proceeding,  I  suppose  that  no  man 
remarimhie  to  be  overiooked.  This  debt  of  Che  can  be  so  weak  as  to  think  that  the  cfown  is 
civa  Uat  was  al  akmg  argued  upon  the  same  limited  to  any  settled  aUowanee  whatsoever. 
fcodng  as  a  debt  of  the  state,  eontracted  upon  For  if  the  ministry  has  £.8DOyO0O  a  year  by 
Sitkmal  antbority.  Its  payment  was  urged  the  law  of  the  land  (  and  if  by  the  law  of  par- 
as equally  pressmg  upon  the  public  faith  and  liament  all  the  debts  which  exoeed  it  aro  to 
honour:  and  when  the  whole  year's  account  be  paid  previous  to  the  profiliietiQn  of  any  ac- 
was  stated,  in  what  is  called  the  hudget,  die  count;  I  presume  diat  this  is  equivalent  to  an 
irinistry  valued  themselves  on  the  payment  of  income  with  no  other  limits  than  the  abilitias 
80  moch  puMic  debt,  just  as  if  they  had  dis-  of  the  subject  and  the  moderation  of  the  court ; 
charged  £.500,000  of  navy  or  exchequer  bilb.  that  is  to  say,  it  is  such  an  income  as  is  po9- 
Thougb,  in  trulh,  their  payment,  from  the  sitik-  sessed  by  every  ahaolute  mooareb  in  Europe, 
ing  fimd,  of  debt  which  was  never  contracted  It  amounts,  as  a  person  of  great  ability  said  in 
by  paitiamentary  audiority,  was,  to  all  intents  the  debate,  to  an  unlimited  power  of  draw}i»g 
and  purposes,  so  much  debt  incurred.  But  upon  the  sinking  fimd.  Its  effiset  on  the  puUio 
mch  is  tho  present  notion  of  public  credit,  and  credit  of  this  kmgdom  must  be  obvious  j  for  in 
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TMB  is  the  rinldiig  find  the  great  bottreBS  of  •!!  altertkneoo^  afUatwaida  to  be  made  in  tha 
the  rest,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  ministiy  oonstitntian,  is  a  matter  of  de^  and  diflSmlt 
to  resort  to  it  fiir  the  pajrment  of  anj  debts     research. 

which  they  maj  choose  to  incur,  under  the  If  I  wrote  vatenAy  to  please  the  popular  pa> 
name  of  the  ciril  list,  and  throng  the  medium  late,  it  would  indeed  be  as  little  trouUeaorae  to 
of  a  committee,  which  thinks  itsdf  obliged  by     me  as  to  another,  to  extol  these  remedies,  so 

law  to  vote  supplies  without  any  other  account  &mous  in  speculation,  Ixd  to  which  their  great- 

than  that  of  the  mere  existence  of  the  debL  est  admirers  have  never  attenqited  seriously  to 

Five  hundred  thonsand  pounds  is  a  serious  resort  in  practice.  I  confess  then,  that  I  Iultb 
sum.  But  it  is  nothing  to  the  proUfic  princi|4e  no  sort  of  relianoe  upon  either  a  triennial  par- 
upon  yduxh  the  sum  was  voted :  a  principle  liamoit,  or  a  place-biL  With  regard  to  the 
that  may  well  be  called,  thejrui(fid  mother*^  fixmer,  perhaps  it  might  rather  senre  to  ooun- 
oa  hundnd  nun.  Neidier  is  the  damage  to  teract,  tban  to  promote  the  ends  that  are  pro- 
public  credit  of  very  great  consequence,  whoi  posed  by  it.  To  say  nothing  of  the  homUe 
compared  with  that  which  results  to  pid)lic  mo-  «lisotders  among  the  people  attending  freq^ient 
rals  and  to  the  safety  of  the  oonstitution,'from  elections,  I  should  be  fearful  of  committing, 
the  ezhaustless  mine  of  corruption  opened  by  every  three  years,  the  independent  gentlemen 
the  precedent,  and  to  be  wrought  by  the  prin-  of  ti^  country  into  a  contest  with  the  treasury, 
ciple,  of  the  late  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  It  is  easy  to  see  which  of  the  contending  par- 
civU  Ust.  The  power  of  discretionary  disqua-  ties  wouJd  be  ruined  first.  Whoever  has  taken 
lification  by  one  law  of  parliament,  and  the  a  carefiil  view  of  puMic  proceedings,  so  as  to 
necessity  oif  paying  every  debt  of  the  civil  list  endeavour  to  ground  his  speculations  on  his 
byanotherlawof  parliament,  if  sufiered  to  pass  experience,  must  have  observed  how  prodi- 
nnnoticed,  must  establish  sudi  a  fund  of  rewards  giously  greater  the  power  of  ministry  is  in  the 
and  terrours  as  will  make  parliament  the  best  first  and  last  session  of  a  parliament,  tban  it  is 
appendage  and  support  of  airbitrary  power  that  in  the  intermediate  period,  when  members  sit 
ever  was  invented  by  the  wit  of  man.  This  is  a  little  firm  on  their  seats.  The  persons  of  the 
felt.  The  quarrel  is  begun  between  the  repre-  greatest  parliam^itary  experience,  with  whom 
sentatives  and  the  people.  The  court  faction  I  have  conversed,  did  constantly,  in  canvassing 
have  at  length  committed  them.  the  fate  of  questions,  allow  something  to  the 

In  such  a  strait  the  wisest  may  well  be  per-  court  side,  upon  account  of  the  elections  de- 

plexed,  and  the  bddest  staggered.     The  cir-  pending  or  imminent.  The  evil  c<Hi^]lained  o(^ 

cumstances  are  in  a  great  measure  new.    We  if  it  exists  in  the  present  state  of  things,  would 

have  hardly  any  lanckmarks  from  the  wisdom  hardly  be  removed  by  a  triennial  parliament: 

of  our  ancestors,  to  guide  us.    At  best  we  can  ibr,  unless    the  influence  of  govemmoat    in 

only  follow  the  spirit  of  their  proceeding  in  elections  can  entirely  be  taken  away,  the  more 

other  cases.    I  know  the  diligence  with  which  fi'equently  they  return,  the  more  they  will  ha- 

my  observations  on  our  public  disorders  have  rass  private  independence ;  the  more  generally 

been  made ;  I  am  very  sure  of  the  integrity  of  men  will  be  compelled  to  fly  to  the  settled  syiK 

the  motives  on  which  they  are  puUished:  lean-  tematic  interest  of  government,  and  to  the 

not  be  equally  confident  in  any  plan  for  the  resources  of  a  boundless  civil  list.    Certainly 

absolute  cure  of  those  disorders,  or  for  their  something  may  be  done,  and  ought  to  be  d<me, 

certain  future  prevention.   My  aim  is  to  Iving  towards  lessening  that  influence  in  elections ; 

this  matter  into  more  public  discussion.     Let  and  this  vnll  be  oeoessaiy  upon  a  plan  either 

the  sagacity  of  others  work  upon  it.     It  is  not  of  longer  or  shorter  duration  of  parliament, 

uncommon  for  medical  writers  to  describe  his-  But  nothing  can  so  perfectly  remove  the  evil, 

tories  of  diseases  very  accurately,  on  whose  as  not  to  render  such  contentions,  too  frequently 

cure  they  can  say  but  very  litde.  repeated,  utterly  ruinous,  first  to  independence 

The  first  ideas  which  generally  suggest  them-  of  fcMrtune,  and  then  to  independence  of  spirit, 

■elves,  for  the  cure  of  parliamentary  disorders,  As  I  am  only  giving  an  opinion  on  this  point, 

are,  to  shorten  the  duration  of  parliaments ;  and  and  not  at  aU  debating  it  in  an  adverse  line,  I 

to  disqualify  all,  or  a  great  number  of  place-  hope  I  may  be  excused  in  another  observation, 

men,  from  a  seat  in  the  house  of  commons.  With  great  truth  I  may  aver,  that  I  never 

Whatever  efficacy  there  may  be  in  those  reme-  remember  to  have  talked  on  this  subject  with 

dies,  I  am  sure  in  the  present  state  of  things  it  any  man  much  conversant  with  public  busi- 

is  impossible  to  apply  them.    A  restoration  of  ness,  who  considered  short  parliaments  as  a 

the  right  of  free  election  is  a  preliminary  indis-  real  improvement  of  the  constitution.    Gentle- 

pensable  to  every  other  reformation.     What  men.  warm  in  a   popular  cause,  are  ready 
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I^H  ^t^  to  •ttribute  aH  die  dedaratkns  of  sach  precluded,  of  doing  it  in  MNne  wone  and  mora 

^V   fmtm  to  oemipt  motiyee.    But  the  habit  of  dangerous  method.     Underiiand  and  obUqne 

^V    il|^  i^  «■  one  hand,  it  tends  to  corrupt  the  ways  would  be  studied.    The  science  of  erar 

^F     Hid,  furnishes  it,  on  the  other,  with  the  means  sion,  already  toleraUy  understood,  would  then 

■  «f  ketter  information.    The  authority  of  such  be  brought  to  the  greatest  perfection.     It  is  no 

■  peiBoas  will  always  have  some  weight.  It  may  inconsiderable  part  of  wisdom,  to  know  how 
r  liaBcl  upon  a  par  with  the  speculations  of  those  much  of  an  evil  ought  to  be  tolerated ;  lest,  by 
'        wiioare  less  practised  in  business;  and  who,  attempting  a  degree  of  purity  impracticable  in 

with  perhaps  purer  intentions,  have  not  so  degenerate  times  and  manners,  instead  of  cutp 
cAdual  means  of  judging.    It  is,  besides,  an  ting  off  the  subsisting  ill  practices,  new  cor- 
iAcC  of  vulgar  and  puerile  malignity  to  ima-  ruptions  might  be  produced  for  the  conceahnent 
fiw,  that  every  statesman  is  of  course  corrupt;  and  security  of  the  old.    It  were  better,  un- 
•id  that   his  opinion,  upon  every  constitu-  doubtedly,  that  no  influence  at  all  could  afiect 
tioad  point,  is  solely  formed  upon  some  sinis-  the  mind  d*  a  member  of  parliament.     But 
ler  bterest.  of  all  modes  of  influence,  in  my  opinion,  a 
The  next  fiivoorite  remedy  is  a  place-bill,  place  under  the  government  is  the  least  dis- 
Hm  same  principle  guides  in  both ;  I  mean,  graceful  to  the  man  who  holds  it,  and  by  far  the 
Ibe  opinion  which  is  entertained  by  many,  of  most  safe  to  the  country.    I  would  not  shut  out 
the  in&llibility  of  laws  and  regulations,  in  the  that  sort  of  influence  which  is  open  and  visi- 
on of  public  distempers.    Without  being  as  ble,  which  is  connected  with  the  dignity  and 
■veasonably  doubtfid  as  many  are  unwisely  the  service  of  the  state,  when  it  is  not  in  my 
C0D5dent,  1  will  only  say,  that  this  also  is  a  power  to  prevent  the  influence  of  contracts,  of 
Bitter  very  well  worthy  of  serious  and  mature  subscriptions,  of  direct  bribery,  and  those  innu- 
nflection.      It  is  not  easy  to  foresee,  what  the  merable   methods  of  clandestine  corruption, 
(&et  would  be,  of  disconnecting  with  parlia-  which  are  abundantly  in  the  hands  of  the  court, 
■cot,  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  hold  civil  and  which  will  be  appUed  as  long  as  these 
(■fikyroents,  and  of  such  mighty  and  impor-  means  of  corruption,  and  the  disposition  to, be 
laat  bodies  as  the  military  and  naval  establish-  corrupted,  have  existence  among  us.    Our  con- 
Beats.     It  were  better,  perhaps,  that  they  stitution  stands  on  a  nice  equipoise,  with  steep 
liioald  have  a  corrupt  interest  in  the  forms  of  precipices  and  deep  waters  upon  all  sides  of  it 
lbs  oooatitution,  than  that  they  should  have  In  removing  it  from  a  dangerous  leaning  to- 
•OM  at  alL    This  is  a  question  altogether  dif^  wards  one  side,  there  may  be  a  risk  of  overset- 
fercot  from  the  disqualification  of  a  particular  ting  it  on  the  other.    Every  project  of  a  mate- 
deacription  of  revenue  oflicers  from  seats  in  rial  change  in  a  government  so  complicated  as 
ftiiiament ;  or,  perhaps,  of  all  the  lower  sorts  ours,  combined  at  the  same  time  with  external 
of  them  from  votes  in  elections.    In  the  former  circumstances  still  more  complicated,  is  a  mat- 
case,  only  the  few  are  affected;  in  the  latter,  ter  full  of  difficulties;  in  which  a  considerate 
9Bij  the  inooosiderable.    But  a  great  oflScial,  man  will  not  be  too  ready  to  decide ;  a  prudent 
t  great  professional,  a  great  military  and  naval  man  too  ready  to  undertake;  or  an  honest  man 
inCsrest,  all  necessarily  comprehending  many  too  ready  to  promise.    They  do  not  respect  the 
people  of  the  first  wei(^,  ability,  wealth,  and  public  nor  themselves,  who  engage  for  more 
^nrit,  has  been  gradually  formed  in  the  king-  than  they  are  sure  that  they  ought  to  attempt, 
dom.    These  new  interests  must  be  let  into  a  or  that  they  are  able  to  perform.    These  are 
■bare  of  representation,  else  possibly  they  may  my  sentiments,  weak  perhaps,  but  honest  and 
be  inclined  to  destroy  those  institutions  of  which  unbiassed ;  and  submitted  entirely  to  the  opi- 
•bey  are  not  permitted  to  partake.    This  is  not  nion  of  grave  men,  well  affected  to  the  consti- 
a  thing  to  be  trifled  with ;  nor  is  it  every  well-  tution  of  their  country,  and  of  experience  in 
meaning  man,  that  is  fit  to  put  his  hands  to  it.  what  may  best  promote  or  hurt  it. 
Many  c^er  serious  considerations  occur.    I  Indeed,  in  the  situation  in  which  we  stand, 
do  not  open  them  here,  because  they  are  not  with  an  immense  revenue,  an  enormous  debt, 
directly  to  my  purpose ;  proposing  only  to  give  mighty  establishments,    government   itself  a 
die  reader  some  taste  of  the  diflkulties  that  great  banker  and  a  great  merchant,  I  see  no 
ittend  all  capital  changes  in  the  constitution  ;  other  way  for  the  preservation  of  a  deceit 
jittt  to  hint  the  uncertainty,  to  say  no  worse,  of  attention  to  public  interest  in  the  representar 
being  able  to  prevent  the  court,  as  long  as  it  tives,  but  the  itUerposUion  qfthe  bod^  ofthepeth 
baa  the  means  o£  influence  abundantly  in  its  pie  itsdff  whenever  it  shall  appear,  by  some 
power,  from  applying  that  influence  to  parlia-  flagrant  and  notorious  act,  by  some  capital 
;  and  perhaps,  if  the  public  method  were  innovation,  that  these  representatives  are  going 
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U><Mr«r-l«apth«feiioef  ofthelaw,  andtointio-  wintiag  to  guwinmeBt,  but  frfi  ■  ill  'mil.  WWl 

duee  an  aiiiitnuy  power.     This  interposition  ministry  rests  upon  pubtic  opimoii,  it  is  Mt 

is  a  most  unpleasant  remedy.    But,  if  it  be  a  indeed  built  upon  a  rock  of  adamant ;  itlii% 

legal  remedy,  it  is  intended  on  some  occasion  however,  some  stabUi^.    But  wben  it  stsa^ 

to  be  used ;  to  be  used  then  only,  wbcm  it  is  upon  prirate  humour,  its  structure  is  of  stoiiU^ 

evident  that  nothing  else  can  bold  the  constitu-  aiid  its  foundatioo  is  oo  quidcsand.    I  repMt 

tion  to  its  true  principles.  it  again — ^He  that  supports  every  admiairta* 

The  distempers  of  monarchy  were  the  great  tion,  subverts  all  govermnenL     The  rssson  ii 

subjects  of  apprehension  and  redress,  in  the  this*:   The  whole  business  in  which  a  oonC 

last  century ;  in  this,  the  distempers  of  pafli»-  usually  takea  an  interest  goes  on  al  prescit 

ment.    It  is  not  in  parliament  alone  that  the  equally  weQ,  in  whatever  hands,  whether  U^ 

remedy  for  parliamentary  disorders  can  be  com-  or  low,  wise  or  foolish,  srandalons  or  nfttt    ] 

pleted ;  hardly  indeed  can  it  begin  there.   Un-  Ue ;  there  is  nothing  therefiire  to  hold  itfiiaili    ; 

til  a  confidence  in  government  is  re-established,  any  one  body  of  men,  or  to  any  one  oonnslHl 

the  people  ought  to  be  excited  to  a  more  strict  scheme  of  politics.     Nothing  interposes,  to 

and  detailed  attention  to  the  conduct  <^  their  prevent  the  full  operation  of  all  the  csprioM 

representatives.      Standards,  for  judging  more  and  all  the  passions  of  a  court  upon  the  servaali 

systematically  upon  their  conduct,  ought  to  be  of  the  public     The  system  of  admimstraui 

aetded  in  the  meetings  of  counties  and  corpo-  is  open  to  continual  shocks  and  changes,  opai 

rations.     Frequent  and  correct  lists  of  the  the  principles  of  the  meanest  cabal,  and  lb 

▼oters  in  all  important  questions  ought  to  be  most  omtemptible  intrigue.    Nothing  can  k 

procured.  scAid  and  permanent.    All  good  men  at  ka^ 

By  such  means  something  may  be  done.   By  fly  with  horrour  firom  audi  a  senrice.    Men  cf 

such  means  it  may  appear  who  those  are,  that,  rank  and  ability,  with  the  spirit  which  ought  to 

by  an  indiscriminate  support  of  all  administra-  animate  such  men  in  a  free  state,  while  thtf 

tions,  'lave  totally  banished  all  integrity  and  decline  the  jurisdiction  of  dark  cabal  on  tlMir 

confidence  out  of  public  proceedings ;   have  actions  and  their  fiirtunM,  wift,  lor  both,  chaw 

confounded  the  best  men  with  the  worst ;  and  fuUy  put  themselves  upon  their  oomtry.  TlMf 

weakened  and  dissolved,  instead  of  strengthen-  will  trust  an  inquisitive  and  distinguishiag  pa^ 

ing  and   compacting,   the  general  frame  of  liament;  because  it  does  enquire,  and  does  dis' 

government.    If  any  person  is  more  concerned  tinguish.    If  they  act  wdl,  they  know,  that  ia 

for  government  and  order,  than  for  the  liberties  such  a   parliament,  they  will  be   suppoiltd 

of  his  country ;  even  he  is  equally  concerned  against  any  intrigue ;  if  they  act  iXL,  ttkty  knsv 

to  put  an  end  to  this  course  of  indiscriminate  that  no  intrigue  can  protect  them.    Thisaitnip 

support.    It  is  this  blind  and  undbtinguishing  tion,  however  awful,  is  honourable.     Bnt  jto 

support,  that  feeds  the  spring  of  those  very  one  hour,  and  in  the  adf>same  assembly,  wkh* 

disorders,  by  which  he  is  frighted  into  the  arms  out  any  assigned  or  assignable  canse,  lo  bf 

ofthe  faction  which  contains  in  itself  the  source  precipitated  firom  the  highest  autfaori^  to  thf 

of  all  duorders,  by  enfeebling  aQ  the  visible  moat  marked  neglect,  possibly  into  the  grealMt 

and  regular  authority  of  the  state.    The  dis-  peril  of  life  and  reputation,  is  a  situation  ffall  if 

temper  is  increased  by  his  injudicious  and  danger,  and  destitute  of  honour.    It  will  bf 

preposterous  endeavours,  or  pretences,  for  the  shunned  equafly  by  every  man  of  prudence,  mi 

cure  of  it.  every  man  of  spirit. 

An  exteriour  administration,  chosen  for  its        Sudi  are  the  consequences  of  the  diTision  af 

impotency,  or  after   it   is  chosen  purposely  court  fix>m  the  administration ;  andofthedivl* 

rendered  impotent,  in  order  to  be  rendered  sion  of  public  men  amtrng  themselves.   By  dia 

subservient,  will  not  be  obeyed.    The  kws  former  of  these,  ktwful  govermnent  is  undona; 

themselves  will  not  be  respected,  when  those  by  the  latter,  all  opposition  to  lawless  power  il 

who  execute  them  are  despised ;  and  they  will  rendered  impotent.     Government  may  in  a 

be  deq>ised,  when  their  power  is  not  immediate  great  measure  be  restored,  if  any  consideraMa 

firom  die  crown,  or  natural  in  the  kingdom,  bodies  of  men  have  honesty  and  res<rfatian 

Never  were  ministers  better  supported  in  pai^  enough  never  to  accept  administration,  udesi 

liament.     Parliamentary  support  comes  and  this  garrison  of  Acinus  men,  which  is  stationed, 

goes  with  office,  totally  regardless  of  the  man,  as  in  a  citadel,  to  controul  and  enslave  it,  ba 

or  the  merit    Is  government  strengthened  ?  It  entirely  broken  and  disbanded,  and  every  work 

grows  weaker  and  weaker.    The  popular  tor^  they  have  thrown  up   be  levelled   with  iha 

ren   gains  upon  it  every  hour.    Let  us  learn  ground.     The  disposition  of  public  men  to 

fro    our  experience.    It  is  not  support  that  is  keep  this  corps  together,  and  to  act  under  it, 
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or  to  oo-operato  with  it,  ia  a  toiicb-stoiie  hy  Cfffoae  it  with  united  stroogth.     Wfaeraaa, 

which  eveiy  administration  ought  in  future  to  when  they  lie  dispersed,  without  concert,  order, 

be  tried.    There  has  not  been  one  which  has  or  discipline,    comnuinication   is   uncertain, 

not  sufficiently  experienced  the  utter  incompa<»  counsel  difficult,  and  resistance  u^racticaUe 

tibility  of  that  faction  with  the  public  peace.  Where  men  are  not  acquainted   with  each 

and  with  all  the  ends  of  good  government:  other's  principles    nor   experienced  in  each 

since,  if  they  opposed  it,  they  soon  lost  every  other's  talents,  nor  at  all  practised  in  their  nm- 

power  c£  serving  the  crown ;  lif  they  submitted  tual  habitudes  and  dispcsitions  by  joint  efibrta 

to  it,  they  lost  all  the  esteem  of  their  countiy.  in  business ;  no  personal  confidence,  no  firiend- 

Until  ministers  give  to  the  public  a  full  proof  ship,  no  common  interest,  subsiding  amoAg 

of  their  entire  alienation  from  that  systmn,  how-  them ;  it  is  evidently  impossible  that  they  can 

ever  i^ausiUe  their  pretences,  we  may  be  sure  act  a  public  part  with  uniformity,  perseverance 

they  are  more  intent  aa  the  emoluments  than  or  efficacy.     In  a  oonnection,  the  most  inoon- 

the  duties  of  office^    If  they  refuse  to  give  this  sideraUe  maui  by  adding  to  the  weight  of  the 

proof,  we  know  of  what  stuff  they  are  made,  whole,  has  his  value,  and  his  use ;  out  of  it. 

In  this  particular,  it  ought  to  be  the  electors'  the  greatest  talents  are  whoU/  unservioeablo  to 

bosiness  to  look  to  their  representatives.    The  the  public*    No  man,  who  is  not  inflamed  by 

dectors  ought  to  esteem  it  no  less  oulpaUe  in  vain-glory  into  enthusiasm,  can  flattw  himself 

tfanr  member  to  give  a  single  vote  in  parlia-  that  his  sinf^e,  uflMipported,  desultory,  uasys- 

roent  to  such  an  administration,  than  to  take  an  tematic  endeavours  are  of  power  to  defeat  the 

oflke  under  it;  to  endure  it,  than  to  act  in  it.  subtle  designs  and  united  cabals  of  ambitious 

The  notorious  infidelity  and  versatility  of  mem-  citizens.    When  bad  men  oomlHne,  the  good 

bersofparliameot,  in  their  opinions  <rf'nMn  and  must  associate;   else  they  will  fall)  one  by 

things,  ought  in  a  particular  manner  to  be  con-  one,  an  nnpitied  sacrifice  in  a  contemptible 

aidwed  by  the  electors  in  the  inquiry  which  is  struggle. 

recommended  to  Aem.    This  is  one  of  the  It  is  not  enough  in  a  situation  of  trust  in  the 

principal  holdings  of  that  destructive  system,  ooramonwealth,  that  a  man  means  well  to  his 

which  has  endeavoured  to  unhinge  all  the  vir-  country ;  it  is  not  enough  that  in  his  single 

tuoos,  honourable,  and  usefbloonnectiions  in  the  person  he  never  did  an  evil  act,  but  always 

kingdom.  voted  according  to  his  conscience,  wad  even 

This  cahal  has,  with  great  success,  propa^  harangued  against  every  design  whidi  he  w^ 

gated  a  doctrine  whidi  serves  for  a  colour  to  prehended  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 

those  acts  of  treachery;  and  whilst  it  receives  his  country.    This  innoxious  and  ineffectual 

•ay  degree  of  countenance,  it  will  be  utterly  character,  that  seems  formed  upon  a  plan  of 

Noseless  to  look  for  a  vigorous  opposition  lo  apology  and  diseulpation,  falls  miserably  short 

the  court  party.    The  doctrine  is  this:  That  of  the  mark  of  public  duty.    That  duty  de- 

aU  political  connections  are  in  their  nature  fao-  manda  and  requires,  that  what  is  ri^t  shouki 

tioQB,  and  as  such  ou^t  to  be  dissipated  and  not  only  be  made  known,  but  made  prevalent ; 

deitroyed ;  and  that  the  rule  for  fixmi^g  admi-  that  what  is  evil  shouU  not  only  be  detected, 

aistrationB  is  mere  personal  alnli^,  rated  by  bat  defeated.    When  the  public  man  omits  Ic 

dw  judgment  of  this  cabal  upon  it,  and  taken  put  himself  in  a  situation  of  doing  hn  duty  with 

bjr  <hauglits  from  every  divismn  aind  denomi-  effiMst,  it  is  aa  omission  that  finstrates  the  pttr> 

nation  of  puUic  men.    This  decree  was  so-  poses  of  his  trust  ahnost  as  mudi  as  if  be  had 

lemnly  promulgated  by  the  head  of  the  court  formally  betrayed  it.     It  is  surely  no  very 

corps,  the  Bail  of  Bute  himself,  in  a  speech  tatioBal  account  of  a  man's  life,  that  he  baa 

which  he  made,  in  the  year  1766,  against  the  always  acted  right ;  but  has  taken  special  care. 

tfMa  administration,  the  only  administration  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  his  endeavours 

which  te  has  ever  been  known  directly  and  couU  not  possibly  be  productive  of  any  ooosa- 

puhlidy  to  oppose.  quenoe. 

It  is  indeed  in  no  way  wonderfiil,  that  nich  Ido  not  wonder  that  the  behaviour  of  many 

persons  rfiouki  make  such  dedaratkni*    That  parties  shouki  have  made  persons  of  tender  and 

ooanectioa  and  fection  aro  equivalent  tertnn,  is  sciupulons  virtue  somewhat  out  of  humour  with 

•n  opinion  which  has  been  carefully  inottleated  all  sorts  of  connection  in  politics.    I  admit 

at  all  times  by  unconstitutional  statesmen*  The  that  people  firequentiy  acquire  in  such  oonfede- 

teasoa  is  evident.    Whilst  men  are  linked  to-  racies  a  narrow,  bigoted,  and  prescriptive  q»i- 

gether,  they  easily  and  speedily  communicate  rit ;  that  they  are  apt  to  sink  the  idea  of  the 

the  akim  of  any  evil  design.    They  aro  ena-  general  good  in  tiiis  circumscribed  and  partial 
Wed  la  fathom  it  vrithoonDmon  counsel,  and  to    interest.    But,  whero  duty  readera  a  critkal 
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Bituation  a  necessary  one,  it  is  our  busineM  to  might  probably  consult  some  other  intereat 
keep  free  from  the  evils  attendant  upon  it ;  and  than  his  own.  Never  may  we  become  phu 
not  to  fly  from  the  situation  itself.  If  a  for-  sages  que  les  sages,  as  the  French  comedian 
tress  is  seated  in  an  unwholesome  air,  an  ofl!i-  has  happily  expressed  it,  wiser  than  all  tita 
cer  of  the  garrison  is  obliged  to  be  attentive  to  wise  and  good  men  who  have  lived  before  us. 
his  health,  but  he  must  not  desert  his  station.  It  was  their  wish,  to  see  public  and  (Mrrrate 
Every  profession,  not  excepting  the  glorious  virtues,  not  dissonant  and  jarring,  and  muto- 
one  of  a  soldier,  or  the  sacred  one  of  a  priest,  ally  destructive,  but  harmoniously  combined,  \ 
is  liable  to  its  own  particular  vices ;  which,  growing  out  of  one  another  in  a  noble  and 
however,  form  no  argument  against  those  ways  orderly  gradation,  reciprocally  supporting  and 
of  life ;  nor  are  the  vices  themselves  inevi-  supported.  In  erne  of  the  most  fortunate  pen- 
table  to  every  individual  in  those  professions,  ods  of  our  history  this  country  was  governed  by 
Of  such  a  nature  are  connections  in  politics ;  a  connection ;  I  mean  the  great  connection  of 
essentially  necessary  for  the  full  performance  Whigs  in  the  reign  of  dueen  Anne.  They 
of  our  public  duty,  accidentally  liable  to  de-  were  complimented  upon  the  principle  of  th» 
generate  into  faction.  Commonwealths  are  connection  by  a  poet  who  was  in  high  esteem 
made  of  families,  free  commonwealths  of  par-  wiih  them.  Addison,  who  knew  their  senti- 
ties  also ;  and  we  may  as  well  affirm,  that  our  ments,  could  not  praise  them  for  what  tbey 
natural  regards  and  ties  of  blood  tend  inevi-  considered  as  no  proper  subject  of  commencbib* 
tably  to  make  men  bad  citizens,as  that  the  bonds  tion.  As  a  poet  who  knew  his  business,  be 
of  our  party  weaken  those  by  which  we  are  could  not  applaud  them  for  a  thing  y/hiA  in 
hekl  to  our  country.  general  estimation  was  not  highly  reputable. 

Some  legislators  went  so  far  as  to  make  Addressing  himself  to  Britain, 
neutrality  in  party  a  crime  against  the  state. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  might  not  have  3^hy  favourites  grow  not  up  by  fortune's  sport, 

,             ...             .    •     .L        •     •  1        ^  Or  from  the  crimes  or  follies  of  a  court, 

been  rather  to  overstram  the  prmciple.     Cer-  o?i  the  firm  ba.Vis  of  desert  they  rise, 

tain  it  is,  the  best  patriots  in  the  greatest  com-  From  long-tried  faith,  and  friendship's  holy  tiea. 
monweallhs    have    always    commended    and 

promoted  such  connections.    Idem  sentire  de  The  Whigs  of  those  days  believed  that  the 

repuhlica,  was  with  them  a  principal  ground  of  only  proper  method  of  rising  into  power  was 

friendship  and  attachment ;  nor  do  I  know  any  through  hard  essays  of  practised  friendship  and 

other  capable  of  forming  firmer,  dearer,  more  experimented  fidelity.     At  that  time  it  was 

pleasing,  more  honourable,  and  more  virtuous  not  imagined,  that  patriotism  was  a  bloody 

habitudes.     The  Romans  carried  this  princi-  idol,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  chikirea 

pie  a  great  way.    Even  the  holding  of  oflices  and  parents,  or  dearest  connections  in  private 

together,  the  disposition  of  which  arose  from  Hfe,  and  of  all  the  virtues  that  rise  fitHn  those 

chance  not  selection,  gave  rise  to  a  relation  relations.     They  were  not  of  that  ingenious 

which  continued  for  life.    It  was  called  nece^-  paradoxical  morality,  to  imagine  that  a  spirit 

ntudo  sortis ;  and  it  was  looked  upon  with  a  of  moderation  was  properly  shewn  in  patientty 

sacred  reverence.    Breaches  of  any  of  these  bearing  the  sufferings  of  your  friends ;  or  that 

kinds  of  civil  relation  were  considered  as  acts  disinterestedness  was  cleairly  manifested  at  the 

of  the  most  distinguished   turpitude.      The  expense  of  other    people's   fortune.     They 

whole  people  was  distributed  into  political  so-  believed  that  no  men  could  act  with  eflect, 

cieties,  in  which  they  acted  in  support  of  sudi  who  did  not  act  in  concert ;    that    no  men 

interests  in  the  state  as  they  severally  aflTected.  could    act  in  concert,  who  did  not  act  with 

For  it  was  then  thought  no  crime,  to  endeavour  confidence ;    that     no   men    coukl   act  with 

by  every  honest  means  to  advance  to  superi-  confidence,  who  were  not  bound  tc^ther  by 

ority  and  power  those  of  your  own  sentiments  common    opinions,  comm(m  afiections,    and 

and  opinions.     This  wise  people  was  far  from  common  interests.    • 

imagining  that  those  connections  had  no  tie,  These  wise  men,  for  such  I  must  call  Lord 

and  obliged  to  no  duty ;  but  that  men  might  Sunderland,  Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Somers, 

quit  them  without  shame,  upon  every  call  of  and  Lord  Marlborough,  were  too  well  princi- 

interest.     They  believed  private  honour  to  be  pled  in  these  maxims  upon  which  the  whole 

the  great  foundation  of  public  trust;  that  friend-  fabric  of  public  strength  is  built,  to  be  bk>wn 

ship  was  no  mean  step  towards  patriotism;  <^ their  ground  by  the  breath  of  every  chiMidi 

that  he  who,  in  the  common  intercourse  of  life,  talker.     They  were  not  afi-aid  that  they  shoohl 

shewed  he  regarded  somebody  besides  himself,  be  called  an  ambitious  Junto ;   or  that  their 

when  he  came  to  act  in  a  public  situation,  resolution  to  stand  or  fall  together  ahouU,  by 
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|lieemen,  bo  interpreted  into  a  scuffle  for  any  party,I  am  not  persuaded  that  he  is  right; 
jftCM.     ^  but  I  am  ready  to  believe  he  is  in  earnest.    I 
Party  is  a  body  of  men  united,  for  promo-  respect  virtue  in  all  its  situations ;   even  when 
fiig  by  their  joint  endeavours  the  national  in-  it  is  found  in  the  unsuitable  company  of  weak- 
topest,  uponsome  particular  principle  in  which  ness.     I  lament  to  see  qualities,  rare  and 
Aey  are  all  agreed.    For  my  part,  1  find  it  valuable,  squandered  away  without  any  public 
iapossible  to  c<mceive,  that  any  one  believes  utility.  But  when  a  gentleman  with  great  visi- 
li  his  own  politics,  or  thinks  them  to  be  of  ble  emoluments  abandons  the  party  in  which  he 
my  weight,  who  refuses  to  adopt  the  means  of  has  long  acted,  and  tells  you,  it  is  because  he 
*"  --     them  reduced  into  practice.    It  is  the  proceeds  upon  his  own  judgment ;  that  he  acts 
I  of  the  speculative  philosopher    to  on  the  merits  of  the  several  measures  as  they 
the  prop^  ends  of  government    It  is  the  arise ;  and  that  he  is  oUiged  to  follow  his  own 
ess  ^  tlie  politician,  who  is  the  philoso-  conscience,  and  not  that  of  others ;  he  gives 
fher  in  action,  to  find  out  proper  means  to-  reasons  which  it  is  impossible  to  controvert, 
«iwds  those  ends,  and  to  employ  them  with  and  discovers  a  character  which  it  is  impos- 
fiftct    Therefore  every  honourable  connec-  sible  to  mistake.    What  ihall  we  think  of  him 
tioowill  avow  it  is  their  first  purpose,  to  pursue  who  never  differed  from  a  certain  set  of  men 
efwy  jost  metliod  to  put  the  men  who  hoki  until  the  moment  they  lost  their  power,  and 
tfrnr  opinions  into  such  a  condition  as  may  who  never  agreed  with  them  in  a  single  in- 
CMble  them  to  carry  their  common  plans  into  stance  afterwards?  Would  not  such  a  coinci- 
•ZBcation,  with  all  the  power  and  authority  of  dence  of  interest  and  opinion  be  rather  fortu- 
tbe  state.    As  this  power  is  attached  to  certain  nate  ?   Would  it  not  be  an  extraordinary  cast 
ntoations,  it  is  their  duty  to  contend  for  these  upon  the  dice,  that  a  man's  connections  should 
litoatioas.    Without  a  proscription  of  others,  degenerate  into  faction,  precisely  at  the  critical 
they  are  bound  to  give  to  their  own  party  the  moment  when  they  lose  their  power,  or  he  ac- 
peference  in  all  things  ;  and  by  no  means,  for  cepts  a  place  ?    When  people  desert  their  con- 
prirate  ccxisiderations,  to  accept  any  offers  of  nections,  the  desertion  is  a  manifestyocf ,  upon 
power  in  which  the  whole  body  is  not  included ;  which  a  direct  simple  issue  lies,  triable  by 
■or  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led,  or  to  be  con-  plain  men.   Whether  a  measure  of  government 
trailed,  OT  to  be  overbalanced,  in  office  or  ia  be  right  or  wrong,  is  no  matter  of  fact,  but  a 
cotncil,  by  those  who  contradict  the  very  fun-  mere  affair  of  opinion,  on  which  men  may,  as 
Omental  principles  on  which  their  par^  is  they  do,  dispute  and  wrangle  without  end.    But 
finned,  and  even  those  upon  which  every  fair  whether  the  individual  thinks  the  measure  right 
eooDection  must  stand.    Such  a  generous  con-  or  wrong,  is  a  point  at  still  a  greater  distance 
ifitioo  for  power,  on  such  manly  and  honour-  fi'om  the  reach  of  all  human  decision.    It  is 
lUe  maxims,  will  easily  be  distinguished  fi-om  therefore  very  convenient  to  politicians,  not  to 
tke  mean  and  interested  struggle  for  place  and  put  the  judgment  of  their  conduct  on  overt-acts, 
Mohnnent.     The  very  s^le  of  such  persons  cognizable  in  any  ordinary  court,  but  up<m 
viU  serve  to  discriminate   them  from  those  such  matter  as  can  be  triable  only  in  that  secret 
—ibeiless  impostors,  who  have  deluded  the  tribunal,  where  they  are  sure  of  being  heard 
iffunni  with  professions   incompatible  with  with  favour,  or  where  at  worst  the  sentence 
knman  practice,  and  have  afterwards  incensed  will  be  only  private  whipping. 
Aem  by  practices  below  the  level  oi  vulgar  I  believe  the  reader  would  wish  to  find  no 
HKtitude.  substance  in  a  doctrine  which  has  a  tendency 
It  is  an  advantage  to  all  narrow  wisdom  and  to  destroy  all  test  of  character  as  deduced  from 
■■now  morals,  that  their  maxims  have  a  plau-  conduct    He  will  therefore  excuse  my  adding 
able  air ;  and,  on  a  cursory  view,  appear  equal  something  more  toWEU'ds  the  further  clearing  up 
to  first  principles.     They  are  light  and  port-  a  point,  which  the  great  convenience  of  obscu- 
ibie.  They  are  as  current  as  copper  coin ;  and  rity  to  dishonesty  has  been  able  to  cover  with 
■boat  as  valuable.    They  serve  equally  the  some  degree  of  darkness  and  doubt 
irat  capacities  and  the  lowest ;  and  they  are.  In  order  to  throw  an  odium  on  political  con- 
st least,  as  usefiil  to  the  worst  men  as  the  best,  nection,  these  politicians  suppose  it  a  neces- 
OTthis  stamp  is  the  cant  of  Not  men,  butmea-  sary  incident  to  it,  that  you  are  blindly  to  fol- 
mm  :  a  sort  of  charm,  by  which  many  people  low  the  opinions  of  your  party,  when  in  direct 
|et  kxwe  fitwi  every  honourable  engagement,  opposition  to  your  own  clear  ideas;  a  degree 
Wlien  I  see  a  man  acting  this  desultory  and  of  servitude  that  no  worthy  man  could  bear  the 
^■Qoaiiected  part,  with  as  much  detriment  to  thought  of  submitting  to ;  and  such  as,  I  believe, 
Ui  owB  fortune  as  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  no  connections  (except  some  court  factions) 


190  CAUSB  OF  THE  PflfiSENT  DlSCX)iNTENTS. 

erer  could  be  so  senseleBsly  tyrannical  as  to  to  ineor  enmities.  To  have  both  atroBfykt 
impose.  Men  thinking  freely,  will,  in  parti-  both  selected :  in  the  one,  to  be  placable;  ii  ^ 
cular  instances,  think  differently.  But  still  as  the  other  immoveable.  To  model  our  prind- 
the  greater  part  of  the  measures  which  arise  pies  to  our  duties  and  our  situation.  To  to 
in  the  course  of  public  business  are  related  to,  fuUy  persuaded,  that  all  yirtue  which  ui  inpiM- 
or  dependent  on,  some  great  leading  general  ticable  is  spurious;  and  rather  to  run  the  nk 
mncxpUt  in  govemmmi,  a  man  must  be  pecu-  of  falling  into  faults  in  a  course  which  leadi« 
narly  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of  his  political  to  act  with  effect  and  energy,  than  to  loiter  «t 
company  if  he  does  not  agree  with  them  at  least  our  days  without  blame,  and  without  use.  Bib- 
nine  times  in  ten.  If  he  does  not  concur  in  lie  life  is  a  situation  of  power  and  energy;  he 
these  general  principles  upon  which  the  party  trespasses  against  his  duty  who  sleeps  oponkk 
is  founded,  and  which  necessarily  draw  on  a  watch,  as  well  as  he  that  goes  over  to  the 
concurrence  in  their  application,  he  ought  from  enemy. 

the  beginning  to  have  chosen  some  other,  more        There  is,  however, «  time  for  all  things  It 

ccmfbrmable  to  his  opinions.    When  the  ques-  is  not  every  conjuncture  whidi  calls  with  eqnl 

tion  is  in  its  nature fnubtful,  or  not  very  mate-  force  upon  the  activity  of  honest  men;  iMt 

rial,  the  modesty  which  becomes  an  individual,  critical  exigencies  now  and  then  arise ;  aadl 

and  (in  spite  of  our  court  moralists)  that  par-  am  mistaken,  if  this  be  not  one  of  then.  Men 

tiality  which  becomes  a  well-chosen  friendship,  will  see  die  necessity  of  honest  combinatioB; 

win  frequently  bring  on  an  acquiescence  in  the  but  they  may  see  it  ^en  it  is  too  faUe.    TiMy 

general  sentiment.      Thus  the  disagreement  may  endxMiy,  when  it  will  be  ruinous  to  the^ 

wiU  naturally  be  rare;   it  will  be  only  enough  selves,  and  of  no  advantage  to  the  oouotrj; 

to  indulge  freedom,  without  violating  concord,  when,  for  want  of  such  a  timely  union  as  majr 

or  disturbing  arrangement     And  this  is  all  enable  them  to  oppose  in  favour  cS  the  lawi, 

that  ever  was  required  for  a  character  of  the  with  the  laws  on  their  side,  they  may,  at  length, 

greatest  uniformity  and  steadiness  in  connec-  &id  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  conqn* 

tion.    How  men  can  proceed  without  any  con-  ring,  instead  of  consulting.  The  law,  for  wfaidi 

nection  at  all,  is  to  me  utterly  incomprehensi-  they  stand,  may  become  a  weapon  in  the  huids 

ble.    Of  what  sort  of  materials  must  that  man  of  its  bitterest  enemies ;  and  Uiey  will  be  cast, 

be  made,  how  must  he  be  tempered  and  put  at  length,  into  that  miserable  alternative,  b&- 

together,  who  can  sit  whole  years  in  parlia-  tvreen  slavery  and  civil  confusion,  which  no 

ment,  with  five  hundred  and  fU'ty  of  his  fellow  good  man  can  k>ok  upon  without  horroinr ;  tn 

citizens,  amid  the  storm  of  such  tempestuous  ahemative  in  which  it  is  impossible  he  shoahl 

passions,  in  the  sharp  conflict  of  so  many  wits,  take  eidier  part,  with  a  conscience  perfect  at 

and  tempers,  and  characters,  in  the  agitation  repose.    To  keep  that  situation  of  guilt  sod 

of  such  mighty  questions,  in  the  discussion  of  remorse  at  the  utmost  distance,  is  therefore, 

such  vast  and  ponderous  interests,  without  see-  our  first  obligation.    Early  activity  may  pre- 

ing  any  one  sort  of  men,  whose  character,  con-  vent  late  and  fruitless  violence.    As  yet  we 

duct,  or  disposition,  would  lead  him  to  asso-  work  in  the  light    The  scheme  of  the  enemies 

ciate  himself  with  them,  to  aid  and  be  aided,  of  public  tranquillity  has  disarranged,  it  has 

in  any  one  system  of  public  utility?  not  destroyed  us. 

I  remember  an  old  scholastic   aphcnism,         If  the  reader  believes  that  there  ivaUyexisbi 

which  says,  "  that  the  man  who  lives  wholly  sudi  a  &ction  as  I  have  described ;  a  factioo 

detached  from  others,  must  be  either  an  angel  ruling  by  the  private  indinations  of  a  court, 

or  a  devil."     When  I  see  in  any  of  these  against  the  general  sense  of  the  people ;  and 

detached  gentlemen  of  our  times  die  angelic  that  this  fiiction,  whilst  it  pursues  a  scheme  for 

purity,  power,  and  beneficence,  I  shall  admit  undermining  all  the  fbmidatioBs  of  our  fiee- 

them  to  be  angels.    In  the  mean  time  we  are  dom,  weakens  (for  the  presort  at  least)  all  the 

born  only  to  be  men.    We  shall  do  enough  if  powers  of  executory  government,  rendering  as 

we  form  ourselves  to  be  good  ones.  It  is  there-  abroad  contemptible,  and  at  home  distracted ; 

fore  our  business  carefully  to  cultivate  in  our  he  will  believe  also^  that  nothing  but  a  finn 

minds,  to  rear  to  the  most  perfect  vigour  and  combination  of  public  men  against  this  body, 

maturity,  every  sort  of  generous  and  honest  and  that,  too,  supported  by  the  hearty  eooour^ 

feeling  that  beloiu^  to  our  nature.    To  bring  rence  of  the  people  at  large  can  possibly  get 

the  dispositions  that  are  lovely  in  private  life  the  better  of  it  The  people  wiH  see  the  neoet- 

mto  the  service  and  conduct  of  the  common-  sity  of  restoring  public  men  to  an  attentioB  to 

wealth ;  so  to  be  patriots,  as  not  to  forget  we  the  public  opimon,  and  of  restoring  the  cowt^ 

are  gentlemen.    To  cultivate  fiiendships,  and  tution  to  its  original  principles.     AbofO  tif 
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tbey  vriD  endeaTour  to  keep  the  house  of  com-  selves,  they  will  be  willing  and  able  to  teach 

mans  from  assuming  a  character  which  does  the  court,  that  it  is  the  true  interest  of  the 

not  belong  to  it.    Th^  will  endeavour  to  keep  prmoe  to  have  but  one  administration;  and 

that  house,  for  its  existence,  for  its  powers,  and '.  that  one  composed  of  those  who  recommend 

its  privileges,  as  independent  of  every  other,  themselves  to  their  sovereign  through  the  opi?- 

and  as  dependent  upon  themselves,  as  possiUe.  nion  of  their  oountiy,  and  not  by  their  obsequi* 

This  fterritude  is  to  a  hofue  of  eoMmonft  (tilw  o«Mn«ai  lo  a  iavourite.    Such  men  will  serve 

<4>edienee  to  the  divine  law)  ^  petftct  A«e-  their  swrerelfB  with  aflbctioa   and  fidelity ; 

d(Kn."      For  if  th^  once  qak  tfiis  natwai,  because  his  choice  (^  them,  upaa  such  {xinci- 

rational,  and  liberal  obedience,  having  deserted  pies,  u  a  compliment  to  their  virtue.    Th^ 

the  only  proper  foundation  of  their  power,  they  will  be  able  to  serve  him  effiectually  ;  because 

must  seek  a  support  in  an  abject  and  unniUund  they  will  add  the  weight  of  the  country  to  the 

dependence  somewhero  else.    When,  through  ftvce  of  the  executory  power.    They  witt  be 

the  medtom  of  tins  just  conneetion  with  their  aUe  to  serve  their  king  with  dignity  ;  because 

constituents  the  genuine  dignity  of  die  house  tbey  wiH  never  abuse  his  name  to  the  putift- 

of  commons  is  restored,  it  will  begm  to  think  cation  of  their   private  spleen   or   avarice, 

of  casting  from  it,  with  scorn,  as  badges  of  sei^  This,  with  allowances  for  husaan  frailty,  may 

viKty,  tSi  the  6.fse  ornaments  of  illegal  powcv,  probably  be  die  general  character  of  a  minis- 

with  which  it  has  been,  fer  some  time,  (h»-  try,  whiefa   thinks  itself  accountaUe  to  the 

graced.    It  will  begin  to  diink  of  its  old  office  house  of  commons ;  when  the  house  of  coat' 

of  CoiTTKOcrL.    It  will  not  suffer,  that  last  of  mons  thinks  itself  aooountable  to  i4s  oonstitu* 

evUs,  to  predomumte  in  the  country;  men  ents.    If  other  ideas  should  prevail,   things 

without  p(^ukkr  ooiriidence,  pnAMc   opinion,  nnst  maain  in  their  present  confimion ;  until 

nalund  connection,  or  mutual  trust,  invetted  they  are  hmrried  into  aU  the  rage  of  civil  vio- 

with  an  the  powers  of  government.  lence ;  or  until  they  sink  into  tibe  dead  r^jMse 

When  they  have  laamed  this  lesson  thett->  «f  despotann. 
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PREFACE. 

The  following  speedi  has  been  much  the  Most  readers  will  recollect  the  uncommon 

subject  of  conversation ;  and  the  desire  of  ha-  pains  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  ses- 

vmg  it  printed  was  last  summer  very  general,  sion  of  the  last  parliament,  and  indeed  during 

The  means  of  gratifying  the  public  curiosity  the  whole  course  of  it,  to  asperse  the  charac- 

were  obligingly  furnished  from  the  notes  of  ters,  and  decry  the  measures,  of  those  who 

some  gentlemen,  members  of  the  last  parlia-  were  supposed  to  be  friends  to  America ;  in 

ment.  order  to  weaken  the  effect  of  their  oppositi(Hi 

This  piece  has  been  for  some  months  ready  to  the  acts  of  rigour  then  preparing  against 

for  the  press.    But  a  delicacy,  possibly  over-  the  colonies.    The  speech  contains  a  full  re- 

scrapulous,  has  delayed  the  publication  to  this  futation  of  the  charges  against  that  party  with 

time.    The  friends  of   administration  have  which  Mr.  Burke  has  all  along  acted.    In  do- 

bcen  tised  to  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  op-  ing  this,  he  has  taken  a  review  of  the  effects 

position  to  their  measures  in  America  to  the  of  all  the  schemes  which  have  been  «ucces- 

writmgs  piAlished  in  England.    The  editor  of  sively  adopted  in  the  government  of  the  planta- 

Ais  speech  kept  it  ba«*,  until  aU  the  measures  tions.    The  subject  is  interesting ;  the  matters 

df  government  have  had  their  frill  operation,  of  information   various,  and  important;  and 

und  can  be  no  longer  affected,  if  over  they  the  publicatioD  at  this  time,  the  editor  hopes, 

could  have  been  afiecfeed,  by  any  pobtk»tk».  will  not  be  (hou^t  unaeasonidile. 


SPEECH,  &c. 

DimiN o  the  last  session  of  the  last  Parlia-  man  of  prudence  as  well  as  resolution,  I  daft 

ment,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1774,  Mr.  Rose  say  he  bias  very  well  weighed  those  challfiog« 

Fuller,  member  for  Rye,  made  the  following  before  he   delivered  them.    I  had   long  the 

motion ;  that  an  act  made  in  the  seventh  year  happiness  to  sit  at  the  same  side  of  the  house, 

of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled  and  to  agree  with  the  honourable  gentlemu 

*<An  act  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  on  all  tho  American  questions.    My  seQti> 

British  colonies  and  plantations  in  America;  ments,  I  am  sure,  are  well  known  to  him;  and 

for  allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cus-  I  thought  I  had  been  perfectly  acquainted  with 

toms  upon  the  exportation  from  this  kingdom  his.     Though  I  find  myself  mistaken,  he  will 

of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  produce  of  the  still  permit  me  to  use  the  privilege  of  an  old 

said  colonies  or  plantations  ;  for  discontinuing  friendship,  he  will  permit  me  to  apply  mysdf     ^ 

the  drawbacks  payable  on  china  earthen  ware  to,  the  house  under  the  sanction  of  his  autho-      | 

exported  to  America ;  and  for  more  effectually  rity ;  and,  on  the  various  grounds  he  has  nor 

preventing  the  clandestine  running  of  goods  in  sured  out,  to  submit  to  you  the  poor  opioione 

the  said  cdonies  and  plantations ;"  might  be  which  I  have  formed,  upon  a  matter  of  im- 

read.  portance  enough  to  demajod  the  fullest  coosi> 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly ;  he  deration  I  could  bestow  upon  ih> 
moved,  "  That  this  house  will,  up<m  this  day  He  has  stated  to  the  house  two  grounds  of 
sevennight,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  deliberation;  one  narrow  and  simple,  and  merely 
the  whole  house,  to  take  into  consideration  confined  to  the  question  on  your  paper :  the 
the  duty  of  Sd.  per  pound  weight  upon  tea,  other  more  large  and  more  complicated ;  corn- 
payable  in  all  his  majesty's  dominions  in  Ame>  prehending  the  whole  series  of  the  parliamentary 
rica,  imposed  by  the  said  act ;  and  also  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  America,  their 
appropriation  of  the  said  duty."  causes,  and  their  consequences.     With  regard 

On  this  latter  motion  a  warm  and  interest-  to  the  latter  ground,  he  states  it  as  useless, 

ing  debate  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Burke  spoke  and  thinks  it  may  be  even  dangerous,  to  enter 

as  follows :  into  so  extensive  a  field  of  inquiry.    Yet,  to 

gjj^  my   surprise,  he  had  hardly  laid  down  this 

I  agree  with  tho  honourable  gentleman*  restrictive  proposition,  to  which  his  author^ 
who  spoke  last,  that  this  subject  is  not  new  in  ^^"^^  *^*?  given  so  much  weight,  when  di- 
this  house.  Very  disagreeably  to  this  house,  ""f^^y^  ^^  '^"^  ^^e  ^"P®  authority,  he  coD- 
very  unfortunately  to  this  nation,  and  to  the  **®"*'^  ^* '  "*^  declares  it  absolutely  necessary 
peace  and  prosperity  of  this  whole  empire,  no  ^^  ®"^®''  ^"**>  ^^^  ^^  *"*P^®  historical  detail, 
topic  has  been  more  famUiar  to  us.  For  nine  ^^^  ^®*^  ^^  ^^*"°^"  **™  *  ^"^®  °"'  ^  ^ 
long  years,  session  after  session,  we  have  been  "^°*^  accuracy.  In  this  perplexity  what  shall 
lashed  round  and  round  this  miserable  circle  ^®  **0'  ^"■»  "^^^  "®  "^"^  ^  submit  to  the 
of  occasional  arguments  and  temporary  expe-  **^  *^®  g^^^s  ^'  He  has  reprobated  b  one 
dients.  I  am  sure  our  heads  must  turn,  and  P"'  °*"  ^"  ^P®®^**  *®  ™^®  ^^  ^^  ^^  *>^ 
our  stomachs  nauseate  with  them.  We  have  ^^"^  ^^^^^^  *"  *®  °^**'^'  *^»  *^«'  narrowing 
had  them  in  every  shape ;  we  have  looked  at  ^®  ground  for  all  those  who  are  to  speak  after 
them  in  every  point  of  view.  Invention  is  ^^^'  **®  ^^^  ^  excursion  himself,  as  un- 
exhausted ;  reason  is  fatigued ;  experience  has  bounded  as  the  subject  and  the  extent  of  his 
given  judgment ;  but  obstinacy  is  not  yet  con-  ^^^}  a^*"liti®s. 
quered.  Si''*  When  I  cannot  obey  all  his  laws,  I  wiD 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  made  one  ^^  ***®  **®®'  ^  ^^^'  ^  ^^•^  endeavour  to  obey 
endeavour  more  to  diversify  the  form  of  this  ^"^^  ^  ^®"*  ^  ^*^®  *®  sanction  of  his  ex- 
disgusting  argument.  He  has  thrown  out  a  *™P^® '  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^  ***'  ™^®'  which,  though 
speech  composed  almost  entirely  of  challenges.  "°'  consistent  with  the  other,  is  the  most  ra- 
Challenges  are  serious  things;  and  as  he  Is  a  !^^"^*    ^®  ^*^  certainly  in  the  right  when 

he  took  the  matter  largely.    I  cannot  prevail 

•  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall,  Esq.  lately  ap  °?  myself  to  agree  with  him  in  his  censure  of 

pointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury.  his  own  ccmduct.    It  is  not,  he  will  give  me 
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^v  Inn  to  Mkj,  ^ther  osdess  cr  dangerous.    He  quarrelled  with  the  old  taxes,  as  well  as  the 

K  fenrtei  that  retrospect  is  not  wise;  and  the  new;  then  it  was,  and  not  till  then,  that  they 

V  jvoper,  the  only  proper,  subject  of  inquiry,  is  questioned  all  the  parts  of  your  legislative 

W    "sot  how  we  got  into  this  difficulty,  but  bow  power ;  and  by  the  battery  of  such  questicms 

W     ve  are  to  get  out  of  it."    In  other  words,  we  have  shaken  the  solid  structure  of  this  empire 

t      aie,  aooording  to  him,  to  consult  our  invention,  to  its  deepest  foundations. 

I       miu>  reject  our  experience.    The  mode  of         Of  those  two  propositions  I  shall,  before  I 

Miboratioa  he  recommends  is  diametrically  have  done,  give  such  convincing,  such  dam- 

tpposite  to  every  rule  of  reason,  and  every  ning  proof,  that  however  the  contrary  may  be 

prineq^   of  good    sense   established  among  whispered  in  circles,  or  bawled  in  newspaper^, 

■mfcinil.    For,  that  sense  and  that  reason,  I  they  never  more  will  dare  to  raise  their  voices 

hate  always  understood,   absolutely  to  pre-  in  this  house.    I  speak  with  great  con6dence.   I 

nnbe,  whoiever  we  are  involved  in  difficulties  have  reason  for  it.    The  ministers  are  with 

fioD  the  measures  we  have  pursued,  that  we  me.     They  at  least  are  convinced  that  the 

dKwJd  take  a  strict  review  o£  those  measures,  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  had  not,  and  that  no 

border  to  correct  our  errours  if  they  should  be  repeal  can  have,  the  consequences  which  the 

eorrigiUe;  or  at  least  to  avoid  a  dull  uniformity  honourable  gentleman  who  defends  their  mea- 

ia  BMdiief,  and  the  unpitied  calamity  of  being  sures  is  so  much  alarmed  at.  To  their  conduct, 

I        repeatedly  caught  in  the  same  snare.  I  refer  him  for  a  conclusive  answer  to  this 

Sir,  I  will  (re^y  follow  the  honourable  gen-  objection.    I  carry  my  proof  irresistibly  into 

tieman  in  bis  histcMrical  discussion,  without  the  very  body  of  both  ministry  and  parliament ; 

die  least  management  few  men  or  measures,  not  on  any  general  reasoning  growing  out  of 

fivtber  than  a^  they  shall  seem  to  me  to  de-  collateral  matter,  but  on  the  conduct  of  the 

•erre  it    But  before  I  go  into  that  large  con-  honourable  gentleman^s  ministerial  friends  on 

aderatioo,  because  I  would  omit  nothing  that  the  new  revenue  itself. 

cu  give  the  bouse  satisfaction,  I  wish  to  tread  .    The  act  of  1767,  which  grants  this  tea 
tbe  narrow  ground  to  which  alone  the  honour-  duty,  sets  forth  in  its  preamble,  that  it  was 
fkk  genderaan,  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  has  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  for 
n  strictly  confined  us.  the  support  of  the  civil  government  there,  as 
He  desires  to  know,  whether,  if  we  were  to  well  as  for  purposes  still  more  extensive.     To 
npesl  this  tax,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  this  support  the  act  assigns  six  branches  of 
tbe  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mo-  duties.    About  two  years  after  this  act  passed, 
tioo,  the  Americans  would  not  take  post  oa  the  ministry,  I  mean  the  present  ministry, 
tiiii  concession,  in  order  to  make  a  new  attack  thought  it  expedient  to  repeal  five  of  the  duties, 
on  the  next  body  of  taxes ;  and  whether  they  and  to  leave  (for  reasons  best  known  to  them- 
Dould  not  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  wine  selves)  only  the  sixth  standing.    Suppose  any 
u  loudly  as  they  do  now  for  the  repeal  of  the  person,  at  the  time  of  that  repeal,  had  thus 
doty  on  tea?  Sir,  I  can  give  no  security  on  this  addressed  the  minister,*   "Condemning,  as 
ntgect.    But  I  will  do  all  that  I  can,  and  all  you  do,  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  why  do 
that  can  be  fairly  demanded.     To  the  erpe-  you  venture  to  repeal  the  duties  upon  glass, 
noue  which  the  honourable  gentleman  repro-  paper,  and  painters' colours?     Let  your  pre- 
bates  in  one  instant,  and  reverts  to  in  the  next;  tence  for  the  repeal  be  what  it  will,  are  you 
lo  that  experience,  without  the  least  wavering  not  thoroughly  convinced,  that  your  conces- 
or  hesitation  on  my  part,  I  steadily  appeal ;  sions  will  produce,  not  satisfaction,  but  inso- 
md  would  to  Giod  there  was  no  other  arbiter  lence  in  the  Americans  ;  and  that  the  giving 
to  decide  on  the  vote  with  which  the  house  is  up  these  taxes  will  necessitate  the  giving  up 
to  conclude  this  day.  of  all  the  rest?"     This  objection  was  as  pal- 
When  parliament  repealed  the  stamp  act  in  pable  then  as  it  is  now  ;  and  it  was  as  good  , 
the  year  1766, 1  affirm,  first,  that  the  Ameri-  for  preserving  the  five  duties  as  for  retaining 
cans  did  not  in  consequence  of  this  measure  the  sixth.    Besides,  the  minister  will  recollect, 
call  upon  you  to  give  up  the  former  parliamcn-  that  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  had  but  just 
tary  revenue  which  subsisted  in  that  country ;  preceded  his  repeal ;  and  the  ill  policy  of  that 
or  even  any  one  of  the  articles  which  com-  measure,  (had  it  been  so  impolitic  as  it  has 
pose  iU     I  affirm  also,  that  when,  departing  been  represented,)  and  the  mischiefs  it  pro- 
from  the  maxims  of  that  repeal,  you  revived  duced,  were  quite  recent.  Upon  the  principles 
the  scheme  of  taxation,  and  thereby  filled  the  therefore  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  upon 
imnds  of  the  cok»ists  with  new  jealousy,  and 
al  torts  of  appr^iensions,  then  it  was  that  they  *  Lord  North,  then  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 


.  ^ 
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the  principles  of  the  minister  himself,  the     neouaary ;   and  tawanb  fintfaer  defrajng  Ai 
minister  has  nothing  at  all  to  answer.    He     expenati  o/defendkig,  protecting,  and 


stands  condemned  by  himself,  and  by  all  hit  the  said  dominions, 

associates  old  and  new,  as  a  destroyer,  in  the  You  have  heard  this  pompaas  perfmnaMlL 

first  trust  of  finance,  of  the  revenues:  and  in  Now  where  is  the  revenue  which  is  to  doll 

the  first  rank  of  honour,  as  a  betrayer  of  the  these  mighty  things  ?    Five  sixths  repealed  * 

dignity  of  his  country.  abandoned—sunk — gone — lost  for  ever.    Dmk 

Most  men,  especially  great  men,  do  not  the  poor  solitary  tee  duty  support  the  porpoiw 

always  know  their  well-wishers.    I  come  to  of  this  preandsle?     Is  not  the  supply  tfacfi 

rescue  that  noble  lord  out  of  the  hands  of  those  stated  as  effectually  abandoned  as  if  the  tss 

he  calls  his  friends ;  and  even  out  of  his  own.  duty  had  perished  in  the  general  wreck?  HtM^ 

I  will  do  him  the  justice  he  is  denied  at  home.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  precicNis  mockery — a  pw* 

He  has  not  been  this   wicked  or  imprudent  amble  without  an  act — taxes  granted  in  onto 

man.    He  knew  that  a  repeal  had  no  tendency  to  be  repealed— and  the  reasons  of  the  graM 

to  produce  the  mischiefs  which  give  so  much  still  carefully  kept  up !     This  is  raising  a  rt- 

alarm  to  his  honourable  firiend.     His  work  venue  in  America !     This  is  preservii^  diff> 

was  not  bad  in  its  principle,  but  imperfect  in  nity  in  England  !    If  you  r^peid  this  tax  ■ 

its  execution ;  and  the  moticm  on  your  paper  compliance  with  the  motion,  I  readily  edkall 

presses  him  only  to  complete  a  prefer  plan,  that  you  lose  this  fiiir  preamble.     Estknilt 

which,  by  some  unfortunate  and  unaccountable  your  loss  in  it.    The  object  of  the  act  is  gone 

errour,  he  had  left  unfinished.  already ;  and  all  you  sv^Rsr  is  the  purgmg  of 

I  hope,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  the    statute-bode   of  the    opprobrium  of  tm 

spoke  last,  is  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  satisfied  empty,  absurd,  and  fake  recital, 

out  of  the  proceedings  of  ministry  on  their  own  It  has  been  said  again  and  agam,  Aat  te 

favourite  act,  that  his  fears  fi^m  a  repeal  are  five  taxes  were  repealed  on  commercial  prinel* 

groundless.    If  he  is  not,  I  leave  him,  and  the  pies.    It  is  so  said  in  the  paper  in  my  hand;^ 

noble  lord  who  sits  by  him,  to  settle  the  mat^  a  paper  which  I  constandy  carry  about ;  wfakh 

ter,  as  well  as  they  can,  together ;  for  if  the  I  have  often  used,  and  shall  often  use  again, 

repeal  of   American  taxes  destrojrs  all  our  What  is  got  by  this  paltry  pretence  of  oommer* 

government  in  America — ^He  is  the  man ! —  cial  principles  I  know  not ;  for,  if  your  goverft- 

and  he  is  the  worst  of  all  the  repealers,  be-  ment  in  America  is  destrc^ed  by  the  r^eti  ff 

cause  he  is  the  last.  tores,  it  is  of  no  consequence  up<m  what  idettf 

But  I  hear  it  rang  continually  in  my  ears,  the  repeal  is  grounded.  Repeal  &na  tax  too  Vftm 

now  and  formilf^, — ''the  preamble!  what  wIH  commercial  principles  if  you  (dease.    Thsss 

become  of  the  preamble,  if  you  repeal  this  principles  wfll  serve  as  wdl  now  as  they  dU 

tax  ?'* — I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  so  (^n  formerly.    But  you  know  that,  eidier  your  ob- 

to  expose  the  calamities  and  disgraces  of  par-  jection  to  a  repeal  from  tiiese  supposed  oonw 

liament.     The  preamble  of  this  law,  standing  quences  has  no  validity,  or  that  this  pretenet 

as  it  now  stands,  has  the  lie  direct  given  to  it  never  could  remove  it.    This  oomniercial  ■»> 

by  the  provisionary  part  of  the  act ;  if  that  can  tive  never  was  believed  by  any  man,  either  k 

be  called  provisionary  which  makes  no  provi-  America,  whidi  this  letter  is  meant  to  sooA, 

sion.     I  should  be  afraid  to  express  myself  in  or  in  England,  which  it  is  meant  to  deoeiva 

this  manner,  especially  in  the  face  of  such  a  It  was  impossible  it  should.    Becaxve  eveiy 

formidable  array  of  ability  as  is  now  drawn  up  man,  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  detail  d 

before  me,  composed  of  Ae  ancient  household  commerce,  must  know,  that  several  of  the  arti> 

troops  of  that  side  of  ihe  house,  and  the  new  des  on  which  the  tax  was  repealed,  were  fitter, 

recruits  from  this,   if  the  matter  were  not  objects  of  duties  than  ahnost  any  other  articW 

clear  and   indisputable.      Nothing  but  truth  that  could  possibly  be  chosen ;  without  coropa- 

could  give  me  this  firmness ;  but  plain  truth  rison  more  so,  than  the  tea  that  was  left  taxed; 

and  clear  evidence  can  be  beat  down  by  no  as  infinitely  less  liable  to  be  ehided  by  contra- 

ability.    The  clerk  will  be  so  good  as  to  turn  to  band.     The  tax  upon  red  and  white  lead  was 

the  act,  and  to  read  this  favourite  preamble :  of  this  nature.    You  have,  in  this  kingdom,  an 

TVhereas  it  is  expedient  tfiat  a  revenue  should  advantage  in  lead,  that  amounts  to  a  monopoly. 
be  raised  inywr  majesty's  domitdons  in  Ameri-  When  you  find  yourself  m  this  situation  of  ad- 
ca,  for  making  a  more  certain  and  adequate  vantage,  you  sometimes  venture  to  tax  eves 
provision  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  admi- 
nistration ofjustice,  and  support  of  civil  govern-  *  ^''^  Hillsborough's  circular  letter  to  the 
men..  «.  ^  p™A««  ^.  f,  ^  if%^  oT.Sr !J?.S'.1Sr feS^^S"^'!?'^ 
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your  owe  export.    Tou  did  so,  aoon  pfter  ike  involred  in  the  comprehensiTe  energy  of  that 

last  wer ;  ^en,  upon  this  puoQiple,  you  ven-  signifioant  appellation.   I  am  not  called  upon  to 

tured  .to  impose  a  duty  on  coals.    Id  all  the  ^ilarge  to  you  on  that  danger,  which  you  thouj^t 

articles  of  American  contrahand  tr^da,  who  proper  younselves  to  aggravate,  and  to  display 

ever  heard  of  the  smugging  of  red  lead,  and  to  the  world  with  all  &e  parade  of  indiscreet 

iridte  lead?  You  might,  therefore,  well  enog^,  declamation.   The  monopoly  of  the  most  lucra- 

withoot  danger  of  contraband,  and  without  ti?e  trades,  and  the  possession  of  imperial 

injury  to  onnmerce  (if  this  were  the  whole  revenues,  had  brought  you  to  the  verge  of  beg- 

oonsideratioa)  have  ta,xed  these  commodities,  gary  and  ruin.    Such  was  your  representation 

The  same  ooay  he  said  of  glass.    Besides,  — such,  insome  measure,  was  your  case.   The 

some  of  the  things  taxed  were  so  trivial,  that  ^ent  of  ten  millions  of  pounds  of  this  conuno- 

tiie  loss  of  the  objects  themselves  and  Iheif  *  dity,  now  locked  up  by  the  operation  of  an  inju- 

utter  annihiiatirai  out  of  American  commerce,  dicious  tax,  and  rotting  in  the  warehouses  of 

woald  have  been  oomparatively  asnothing.  But  the  ccmqiany ,  would  have  prevented  all  this  dis- 

is  the  article  of  tea  sudi  an  object  in  the  trade  tress,  and  all  that  series  of  desperate  measures 

of  Bngland,  asnot  to  be  fek,  or  felt  but  sIigEv|l,  which  you  thought  yourselves  obliged  to  take 

like  white  lead,  and  red  lead,  and  painters'  oo-  in  consequence  of  it.    America  would  have 

lomrs?  Tea  is  an  olject  of  fiu*  other  importance,  furnished  that  vent,  which  no  other  part  oi  the 

Tea  is  perhaps  the  most  important  object,  world  can  furnish  but  America ;  where  tea  is 

taking  it  with  its  necessary  connections,  dfany  next  to  a  necessary  of  life ;  and  where  the  de- 

in  the  mighty  circle  of  our  commerce.   If  com-  mand  grows  upon  the  supply.  I  hope  our  dear- 

mncial  principles  had  been  the  true  motives  to  bou^t  East  India  committees  have  done  us  at 

the  repeal,  or  had  they  been  at  all  attended  to,  least  so  much  good,  as  to  let  us  know,  that 

tea  would  have  been  the  last  article  we  shoidd  without  a  more  extensive  sale  of  that  article, 

have  left  taxed  for  a  subject  of  controversy.  our  East  India  revenues  and  acquisitions  can 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  {feasant  ocMisideration ;  but  have  no  certain  connection  with  this  country, 

noth^  in  die  world  can  read  so  awful  and  so  It  is  through  the  American  trade  of  tea  that 

instructive  a  lesson,  as  the  conduct  of  ministry  .your  East  India  conquests  are  to  be  prevented 

in  this  business,  upon  the  mischief  of  not  ha-  from  crushing  you  with  their  burthen.    They 

ving  large  and  liberal  ideas  in  the  management  are  ponderous  indeed ;  and  they  must  have  that 

of  great  affairs.    Never  have  the  servants  of  great  country  to  lean  upon,  or  they  tumble  upon 

the  state  lodced  at  the  whole  of  your  eom^i-  your  head.    It  is  the  same  foUy  that  has  lose 

oated  interests  in  one  connected  view.    They  you  at  <mce  the  benefit  of  the  west  and  the  east, 

have  t^en  things,  by  bits  and  scraps,  some  at  This  folly  has  thrown  open  folding-doors  to 

one  time  and  one  pretence,  and  some  at  another,  colitraband;  and  will  be  the  means  of  giving 

just  as  they  pressed,  without  any  sort  of  regard  the  profits  .of  the  trade  c£  your  colonies,  to  every 

to  their  relations  or  dependencies.  They  never  nation  but  yourselves.    Never  did  a  people 

had  any  kind  of  system,  right  or  wrcmg ;  but  suffer  so  much  for  the  empty  words  of  a  pre- 

only  invented  occasionaUy  some  miserable  tale  amUe.    It  must  be  given  up.     For  on  what 

&r  the  day,  in  order  meanly  to  sneak  out  of  principle  does  it  stand  ?   This  famous  revenue 

difficulties,  into  which  they  had  proudly  strut-  stands,  at  this  hour,  on  all  the  debate,  as  a 

ted.   And  they  were  put  to  all  these  shifls  and  description  of  revenue  not  as  yet  known  in  (lU 

derices,  full  of  meanness  and  full  of  mischief,  the  comprehensive  (but  too  comprehensive !) 

in  order  to  pilfer  piece-meai  a  repeal  c{  an  act,  vocabulary  of  finance — a  prmwbulary  tax.    It 

whidi  they  had  not  the  generous  courage,  when  is  indeed  a  tax  of  sophistry}  a  tax  of  pedantry, 

they  found  and  felt  their  errour,  honoumbly  and  a  tax  of  disputation,  ft  tax  of  war  and  rebellion, 

fairly  to  disclaim.    By  such  management,  by  a  tax  for  any  thing  but  benefit  to  the  imposers, 

the  irresistible  operation  of  feeble  councils,  so  or  satisfaction  to  ^e  subject, 

paltry  a  sum  as  three-p^ice  in  the  eyes  of  a  Well !  but  whatever  it  is,  gentlemen  will 

financier,  so  insignificant  an  article  as  tea  in  force  the  colonists  to  take  the  teas.    You  will 

the  eyes  (^  a  philo8q>her,  have  shaken  the  pil-  force  them  ?  has  seven  years'  struggle  been  yet 

lata  of  a  commercial  empire  that  circled  the  able  to  force  them?  O  but  it  seems  '<  we  are  in 

whole  globe.  the  right.— The  tax  is  triflmg— in  effect  it  is 

Do  you  forget  that,  in  the  very  last  year,  you  rather  an  exoneration  than  an   imposition ; 

stood  (Ml  tihe  precipice  of  general  bankruptcy]?  three-fourths  of  the  duty  formerly  payable  on 

Your  danger  was  indeed  great.  You  were  dis-  teas  exported  to  America  is  taken  off ;  the 

tressed  in  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  compa-  place  of  collection  is  only  shifted ;  instes^  of 

ny;  and  you  well  know  what  sort  of  things  ari»  the  retention  of  9,  shilling  from  the  drawback 
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here,  it  is  three-pence  custom  paid  in  Ame-  reflection  upon  your  wisdom  to  persist  in  aM^ 

rica."    AU  this,  Sir,  is  very  true.    But  this  leinn  parliamentary  declaration  of  the  eipadh 

is  the  very  folly  and  mischief  of  the  act.    In-  ency  of  any  object,  for  which,  at  the  saBM  tiM} 

credible  as  it  may  seem,  you  know  that  you  you  make  no  sort  of  provision.    And  pray,  l%| 

have  deliberately  thrown  away  a  large  duty  let  not  this  circumstance  escape  you;  it  is  tot 

which  you  held  secure  and  quiet  in  your  hands,  material ;  that  the  preamble  of  this  act,  ufaidk 

for  the  vain  hope  of  getting  one  three-fourths  we  wish  to  repeal,  is  not  dedaratary  ofrig^  tf 

less,  through  every  hazard,    through  certain  some  gentlemen  se«n  to  argue  it ;  it  is  obAj  i 

litigation ,  and  possibly  through  war.  recital  of  the  eapeeUemy  of  a  certain  exercise  of 

The  manner  of  proceeding  in  the  duties  on  a  right  supposed  already  to  have  been  asMitad; 

paper  and  glass,  imposed  by  the  same  act,  was  an  exercise  you  are  now  contending  for  bj  'mji 

exactly  in  the  same  spirit.     There  are  heavy  '  and  meems,  which  you  confess,  thou^  lii0f 

excises  on  those  articles  when  used  in  England,  were  obeyed,  to  be  utterly  insufficient  for  Iheir 

On  export,  these  excises  are  drawn  back.    But  purpose.    Tou  are  tber^ire  at  this  momedliB 

instead  of  withholding  the  drawback,  which  the  awkward  situation  of  fitting  for  a  plwh 

might    have  been  done,  with    ease,  without  torn;  a  quiddity;  a  thing  that  wants,  not  oidf 

charge,  without  possibility  of  smuggling ;  and  a  substance,  but  even  a  nanra ;  for  aithio^ 

instead  of  applying  the  money  (money  already  which  is  neither  abstract  i^igl^  QOf  proftiUs 

in  your  hands)  according  to  your  pleasure,  you  enjoyment. 

began  your  operations  in  finance  by  flinging  They  tell  you.  Sir,  that  your  dignity  is  tied  to 

away  your  revenue ;  you  allowed  Uie  whole  it.    I  know  not  how  it  happenS|  but  this  digo^f 

dra^vback  on  export,  and  then  you  charged  the  .  of  yours  is  a  terrible  incumbrance  to  yon;  far 

duty  (which  you  had  before  discharged)  pay-  it  has  of  late  been  ever  at  war  with-  year  into- 

able  in  the  colonies  ;  where  it  was  certain  the  rest,  your  equity,  and  every  idea  of  yourpoliqr. 

collection  would  devour  it  to  the  bone  ;  if  any  Shew  the  thing  you  contend  for  to  be  reasoa; 

revenue  were  ever  suffered  to  be  collected  aX  shew  it  to  be  common  sense ;  i^w  it  tobe  tlie 

all.     One  spirit  pervades  and  animates  the  means  of  attaining  some  usefiil  mid ;  and  dm 

whole  mass.  I  am  content  to  allow  it  what  dignity  you  pleaie. 

Could  any  thing  be  a  'subject  of  more  just  But  what  dignity  is  derived  from  the  persev** 
alarm  to  America,  dian  to  see  you  go  out  of  ranee  in  absurdity  is  more  than  I  ever  oouid 
the  plain  high  road  of  finance,  and  give  up  discern.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  said 
your  most  certain  revenues  and  your  clearest  well — indeed,  in  most  of  his  genatU-  obsewir 
interest,  merely  for  the  sake  of  insulting  your  tions  I  agree  with  him — he  says,  that  this  sab- 
colonies  ?  No  man  ever  doubted  that  the  com-  ject  does  not  staiui  as  it  did  formerly.  Ohf 
modity  of  tea  could  bear  an  imposition  of  three-  certainly  not !  every  hour  you  continue  on  tibif 
pence.  But  no  commodity  will  boar  three-  ill  chosen  ground,  your  difficulties  thickmoD 
pence,  or  will  bear  a  penny,  when  the  general  you ;  and  Uierefore  my  conclusion  is,  remove 
feelings  of  men  are  irritated,  and  two  millions  from  a  bad  position  as  quiddy  as  you  caa. 
of  people  are  resolved  not  to  pay.  The  feel-  The  disgrace,  and  the  necessity  of  yieldii^i 
ings  of  the  colonies  were  formeriy  the  feelings  both  of  them,  grow  uponyoa  every  hoar  of  yov 
of  Great  Britain.     Theirs  were  formerly  the  delay. 

feelings  of  Mr.  Hampden  when  called  upon  But  will  you  repeal  the  act,  says  the  bonocB>> 

for  the  payment  of  twenty  shillings.    Would  able  gentleman,  at  this  instant  vdien  Aaoerica 

twenty  shillings  have  ruined  Mr.  Hampden's  is  in  open  resistance  to  your  authority,  and  that 

fortune  ?  No !  but  the  payment  of  half  twenty  you  have  just  revived  your  system  of  taxation? 

shillings,  on  the  principle  it  was  demanded,  He  thinks  he  has  driven  us  into  a  comer.    BvA 

would  have  made  him  a  slave.  It  is  the  weight  thus  pent  up,  I  am  content  to  meet  him ;  be- 

of  that  preamble,  of  which  you  are  so  fond,  and  cause  I  enter  the  lists  supported  by  my  old  an- 

not  the  weight  of  the  duty,  that  the  Americans  thority,  his  new  (riends,  the  ministers  them- 

are  unable  and  unwilling  to  bear.  selves.  The  honourable  gentleman  remembers, 

It  is  then,  Sir,  upon  the  principle  of  this  that  about  five  years  ago  as  great  disturbances 

measure,  and  nothing  else,  that  we  are  at  issue,  as  the  presmit  prevailed  in  America  on  account 

It  is  a  principle  of  political  expediency.    Your  of  the  new  taxes.    The  ministers  represented 

act  of  1767  asserts,  that  it  is  expedient  to  raise  these  disturbances  as  treasonaUe;    and  this 

a  revenue  in  America ;  your  act  of  1769,  which  house  thought  pr<^r,  on  that  representation, 

takes  away  that  revenue,  contradicts  the  act  of  to  make  a  famous  address  for  a  revival,  and 

1767 ;  and  by  something  much  stronger  than  for  a  new  application,  of  a  statute  of  Heoiy 

words,  asserts,  that  it  is  not  expedient.    It  is  a  VIII.    We  besought  the  king,  in  that  wel^ 
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conmdered  address,  to  enquire  into  treasoDt»  to  the  peace  tmdpneperUy  of  Great  Britain  ana 
and  to  bring  the  supposed  traitors  from  Ame-  her  cdoniea ;  andiore-^ettMMi  thatmuhtal  con- 
rica  to  Great  Britain  for  trial.    His  majesty  fidence  and  affection,  tipon  whieh  the  glory  and 
was  pleased  graciously  to  promise  a  compli-  ettfefy  of  the  Britieh  empire  depend^"* 
uice  with  our  request.    All  the  attempts  Gr(Hn  Here,  Sir,  is  a  canonical  book  of  ministerial 
ibis  side  of  the  house  to  resist  these  violences,  scripture;  the  general  epistle  to  the  Ameri- 
asd  to  bring  about  a  repeal,  were  treated  with  cans.    What  does  the  gentleman  say  to  it  ? 
the  utmost  scorn.     An  apprehension  of  the  Here  a  repeal  is  promised ;  promised  without 
very  consequences  now  stated  by  the  honour-  condition ;  and  while  your  authority  was  actu- 
able  gentleman,  was  then  given  as  a  reason  fur  ally  resisted.    I  pass  by  the  public  promise  of 
duitbng  the  door  against  all  hope  of  such  an  a  peer  relative  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  by  thib 
alteration.     And  so  strong  was  the  spirit  for  house.    I  pass  by  the  use  of  the  king's  name 
supporting  the   new  taxes,  that  the  session  in  a  matter  of  supply,  that  sacred  and  reserved 
conduded  with  the  following  remarkable  decla<-  right  of  the  CooKpons.    I  conceal  the  ridicu- 
ntion.     After  stating  the  vigorous  measures  lous  figure  of  parliament,  hurling  its  thunders 
which  had  been  pursued,  the  speech  from  the  at  the  gigantic  rebellion  of  America ;  and  then 
throne  proceeds:  five  days  after,  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  those 
YwL  have  autiredmeqf  your  firm  support  in  assemblies  we  affected  to.  despise;   begging 
Ae  prosecution  tf  them.       Nothing^  in  my.  them,  h^  the  intervention  of  our  ministeri^ 
optaiofi,  O0ic^  be  mare  Ukdy  to  enaUe  the  todl  sureties,    to   receive    our    submission ;    and 
di^Msed  among  my  mbjeda  in  that  part  of  the  heartily  promising  amendment.    These  might 
toarid,  fffbetuaUy  to  discourage  and  dtfeat  the  de-  have  been  serious  matters  formerly ;  but  we 
ligtts  of  the  factious  and  seditious,  than  the  are  grown  wiser  than  our  fathers.    Passing, 
hurty  concurrence  qf  eoery  branch  of  the  legist  therefore,  from  the  constitutional  consideration 
labtrejin  maintaining  the  execution  of  the  laws  to  the  mere  policy,  docs  not  this  letter  imply, 
in  eveiy  part  qfmy  dondnions.  that  the  idea  of  taxing  America  for  the  purpose 
After  this  np  man  dreamt  that  a  repeal  under  of  revenue  is  an  abominable  project ;  when  the 
this  ministry  could  possibly  take  place.    The  ministry  suppose  none  but  factious  men,  and 
honourable  gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I,  that  with  seditious  views  could  charge  them  with  it? 
the  idea  was  utterly  exploded  by  those  who  does  not  this  letter  adopt  and  sanctify  the  Ame- 
sway  the  house.  This  speech  was  made  on  the  rican  distinction  of  taxing  for  revenue?  does  it 
ninth  dajnar  May,  1769.    Five  days  af^r  this  not  formally  reject  all  future  taxation  on  that 
speech,  that  is,  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  principle  ?  does  it  not  state  the  ministerial  re- 
tfae  public  circular  letter,  a  part  of  which  I  am  jection  of  such  principle  (^taxation,  not  as  the 
g(Hiig  to  read  to  you,  was  written  by  Lord  Hill»'  occasional ,  but  the  constant  opinion  of  the  king's 
borough,  secretary  (^  state  for  the  colonies,  servants  ?  does  it  not  say,  (I  care  not  how  con- 
After  reciting  the   substance  of  the  king's  sistently,  but  does  it  not  say,)  that  their  con- 
speech,  he  goes  on  thus :  duct  with  regard  to  America  has  been  aliDc^s 
"  I  can  take  upon  me  to  assure  yoUy  notunthr  governed  by  this  policy  ?    It  goes  a  great  deal 
ttanding  insinuations  to  the  contrary ,  from  men  further.     These  exeellent  and  trusty  servants 
vxth  factious  and  seditious  views,  that  his  ma-  of  the  king,  justly  fearful  lest  they  Uiemselves 
jffy^t  present  administration  have  at  no  time  shodd  have  lost  sill  credit  with  the  world,  bring 
eotertained  a  design  to  propose  to  parliament  out  the  image  of  their  gracious  sovereign  from 
to  lay  any  further  taxes  upon  America,  for  the  the  inmost  and  most  sacred  shrine,  and  they 
purpose  of  RAISING  A  REVENUE  ;  and  pawn  him  as  a  security  for  their  promises. — 
ileitis  at  present  their  intention  to  propose,  **  His  mc^esty  relies  on  your  prudence  and  fide- 
Ae  next  sesaon  ofparUament,  to  take  ^tfte  du-  lity  for  such  an  explanation  of  his  measures." 
^  ^ipon  glass,  paper,  and  colours,  upon  conn-  These  sentiments  of  the  minister,  and  these 
^^^Uion  of  such  dudes  having  been  laid  con-  measures  of  his  majesty,  can  only  relate  to  the 
tnuy  to  the  true  principles  ofccMnmerce.  principle  and  practice  of  taxing  for  a  revenue ; 
"  Viese  have  always  been,  and  still  are  the  and  accordingly  Lord  Botetourt,  stating  it  as 
Kntxmenls  of  his  majesty's  present  servants ;  such,  did,  with  great  propriety,  and  in  the  ex- 
ond  iy  10^^  t^etr  comfiicf  in  respect  to  Ame-  act  spirit  ofliis   instructions,  endeavour  to 
rica  has  been  governed.    And  his  majesty  re-  remove  the  fears  of  the  Virginian  assembly, 
fie*  upon  your  prtidence  andjiddityfbr  sudi  an  lest  the  sentiments,  which  it  seems  (imknown 
f'plBtnation  of  his  fn^osures,  as  may  tend  tore-  to  the  world)  had  dhoays  been  those  of  the 
*i<^  (Ae  pr^udices  which  have  been  excited  by  ministers,  and  by  which  Vieir  conduct  in  re-i 
the  misr^esentations  of  those  toho  are  enemies  tpect  to  America  had  been  governed,  should  by 
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•ome  possible  revolutioii,  favourable  to  wicked  the  votes  of  American  aaBcnbSks.    Itiw 

American   taxes,  be  hereafter  counteracted.  America  that  jour  rasolotioiiB  were 

Ho  addresses  them  in  this  manner:  dared.    It  was  from  thence  that  we  knew  to 

It  may  possibly  he  objected^  that^  as  his  Ma-  certainty,  how  much  exacdj,  and  not  a 

jesty*s  present  administration  are  not  immortal,  more  nor  lees,  we  were  to  rqieaL    We 

thnr  successors  may  be  inclined  to  attempt  to  tnworthj  to  be  bt  into  the  secret  of  iw< 

undo  what  the  present  ministers  shall  have  at-  conduct    The  aaaemblieB  had  eoi{^de«lWc 

tempted  to  perform  ,*  and  to  that  objecdon  J  can  munications  from  his  majesty's  coii;SdeaCW„ 

/rive  but  tids  answer ;  that  it  is  my  firm  opimonf  vants.    We  were  nothing  hnt  instnuuuuli   0>  * 


that  the  plan  I  have  stated  to  you  tall  eertahtfy  you,  after  this,  wonder,  that  you  have  no  we^  ' 
take  place,  and  that  it  uill  never  be  departed  from;  andnorespect  in  the  eolonies?  After  tkii,«i  ' 
and  so  determined  am  I  for  ever  to  abide  by  tf,  you  surprised,  that  parliament  is  etoy  %  ' 
that  I  will  be  content  to  be  declared  infamous  f  if  and  every  where  losing  (I  feel  it  with  toatm,  ^ 
/  do  not,  to  the  last  hour  of  vof  life,  at  all  times,  I  utter  it  with  reluctance)  that  leieiMtiil  iP 
in  aU  pUuvs,  and  upon  all  occasions f  exert  every  rectioa,which  so  endearing  a  name  <rf'aiidbaril^ 
power  vnth  which  I  either  am,  or  ever  ^udl  be  ought  ever  to  carry  with  it ;  diatyouareobiyai 
legally  inveiUcd,  in  order  to  obtain  and  maintain     sdely  from  respect  to  the  bayonet ;  and  dntito 

for  the  continent  of  America  that  satisfaction  house,  the  ground  and  pillar  of  freedom,  ii  i^ 

which  I  have  been  authorised  to  promise  this  day,  self  heki  up  only  by  the  treadierous  onderp^ 

by  the  confidential  servants  of  our  gracious  sove-  ning  and  chnnsy  buttresses  of  arlHtruy  powwf 
reign,  wfto,  to  my  certain  knowledge  rates  his        Ifthisdigni^,Tidiich  is  tostandin  diefhee 

honour  so  high,  that  he  would  rather  part  with  of  just  policy  and  coounon  sense,  had  dmb 

his  crown,  than  preserve  it  by  deceit.'*'  consulted,  there  was  a  time  lor  preserving  it) 

A  glorious  and  true  character!  which  (since  and  (or  reconciling  it  with  any  concession.   IT 

wo  suffer  his  ministers  with  impunity  to  an-  in  the  session  of  1768,  that  session  dt  idkUt^ 

swer  for  his  ideas  of  taxation)  we  ought  to  rour  and  empty  menaces,  yon  had,  as  you  weie 

make  it  our  business  to  enable  his  majesty  to  often  pressed  to  do,  repealed  these  taxes;  Aen 

preserve  in  all  its  lustre.    Let  him  have  dia-  your  strong  operations  would  have  come  joati- 

ractor,  since  ours  is  no  more !   Let  some  part  fied  and  enforced,  in  case  your  concessions 

of  government  be  kept  in  respect !  had  been  returned  by  outrages.    But,  ptepaa- 

This  epistle  was  not  the  letter  of  Lord  Hills-  terously,  you  began  with  vidence ;  and  bdRire 

borough  solely ;  though  he  held  the  official  pen.  terrours  could  have  any  effect,  either  good  or  J. 

It  was  the  letter  of  the  noble  lord  upon  the  bad,  your  ministers  immediate^  begged  ptf- 

floor,!  and  of  all  the  king^s  then  ministers,  who  don,  and  promised  that  repeal  to  the  obstiinte 

(with  I  think  the  exception  of  two  only)  are  Americans  which  they  had  refised  in  an  easy, 

his  ministers  at  this  hour.    The  very  first  news  good-natured,  complying  British  pariiament. 

that  a  British  parliament  heard  of  what  it  was  The  assemblies,  which  had  been  publidy  ^ 

to  do  with  the  duties  which  it  had  given  and  avowedly  disserved  for  lAeo*  contumacy,  are 

granted  to  the  king,  was  by  the  publication  of  called  together  to  receive  your  submisskn. 

Tour  ministerial  directors  blustered  like  tragic 

♦  A  material  point  is  omitted  by  Mr.  Burke  in  *y>^*s  ^!^^  ?  "><?  ^®"  ^«nt  mumping  with  a 

this  speech,  viz.  the  manner  in  which  the  con-  ^^^  ^^g  ^  America,  cantmg  and  whining,  and 

tinent  received  this  royal  assurance.     The  complaining  of  faction,  whidi  represented  them 

™J^«Y«^i  X'"!^!"'*'.,*"  ^^^K  ^^^^^  \  *''*  as  friends  to  a  revenue  from  the  colonies.    I 

swer  to  Lord  Botetourt's  speech,  express  them-  u  «^  «  v  j    •    ».  •    u  m  u        a     u 

selves  thus :  "  We  will  not  suffer  our  present  °°P®  ^^^Y  "»  "»w  house  will  hereafter  haw 

hopes,  arising  from  the  pleasing  prospect  your  ^^^  impudence  to  defend  American  taxes  m 

lordship  hath  so  kindly  opened  and  displayed  the  name  of  ministry.     The  moment  they  do, 

Rn  vV«?«r?  «5!iln?-?.LS!!«  ^^T  "^,®?^'*'"  'H'  with  this  letter  of  attorney  m  my  hand,  I  will 

any/u/ureadmmistration  willentertam  a  wish  ♦  n  ^u •     ^u         *i.    •    j  .  "^       .l 

to  depart  from  the  pten  which  affords  the  surest  ^"^  "^®"»  "*  ."*®  authorised  terms,  they  are 

and  most  permanent  foundation  of  public  tran-  wretches,  **  with  factious  and  seditious  views ; 

quillity  and  happiness :  No,  my  lord,  we  are  enemies  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 

rrX„T»'s'^ra;rn'infS"±dr„';si  ""^  r?7  "^  *',  '^^?""  •?•  t 

servants,  will  remain  immutable  in  the  ways  of  v®"ers      of  the  mutual  affection  and  confi- 

truth  and  justice,  and  that  he  Is  incapable  of  dence  on  which  the  glory  and  safety  of  the 

deceiving  his  faithful  subjects  ;  and  we  must  British  empire  depend." 
esteem  your  lordship's  information  not  only  as         Aft«r  this  Utft^r  tha  miAcH'/^n  :«  »i/>  »w.»i  ^ 
warranted,  but  even  sanctified  by  the  royal        -^^r  this  letter,  the  question  is  no  more  on 

toord."  propriety  or  dignity.    They  are  gone  already, 

t  Lord  North.  The  faith  of  your  sovere^  is  pledged  for  the 


SPEECH  ON  AMERICAN  TAXATION.  109 

Htfeal  priBcqple.    The  general  declaration  I  dare  say  die  noUe  loid  ia  perfectly  weU 

Iha  letter  goes  to  the  whole  of  it.    You  read,  because  the  duty  of  his  particular  office 

irt  therefore  either  abandon  the  sdieme  ai  requires  he  ediould  be  so,  in  all  our  revenue 

tniBg;  or  you  must  s«ad  the  ministers  tarred  laws ;  and  in  the  policy  which  is  to  be  collected 

md  feathered  to  America,  who  dared  to  hold  out  of  them.   Now,  Sir,  when  he  had  read  this 

«■!  die  royal  faith  for  a  reqnnciation  for  afl  act  of  American  revenue,  and  a  little  recovered 

lUM  for  revenue.    Them  j^'^ust  punish,  or  fix)m  his  ast(Niishment,  I  suppose  he  made  one 

dos  fiuth  you  mui^  preserve.  The  preservation  step  retrograde  (it  is  but  one)  and  looked  at  the 

tf  dus  fiuth  is  of  mcNre  consequence  than  the  act  which  stands  just  before  in  the  statute  book. 

fctJBS  on  red  lead,  or  tuhite  leadj  or  on  brc^en  The  American  revenue  act  is  the  forty-fifth 

flMS,  or  otios-oniinarv,  or  dany-Jvne^  or  i^iie-  chapter ;  the  other  to  which  I  refer  is  the  forty- 

pqrnl,  or  hmdardy  or  fodacapf  which  you  have  fourth  of  the  same  session.    These  two  acts 

pffen  up;  or  the  three-pence  on  tea  which  you  are  both  to  the  same  purpose ;  both  revenue 

fetained.     The  letter  went  stamped  with  the  acts;  both  taxing  out  of  the  kingdom;  and  both 

pUic  authority  of  this  kingdom.    The  in-  taxing  British  manufactures  exported.   As  the 

fractions  for  the  col(uiy  government  go  under  45di  is  an  act  for  raising  a  revenue  in  America, 

■a  other  sanction ;  and  America  cannot  be-  the  44th  is  an  act  for  raising  a  revenue  in  the 

Here,  and  wiH  not  obey  you,  if  you  do  not  Isle  of  Man.    The  two  acts  perfectly  agree  in 

yiiisme  this  chamel  of  communication  sa-  all  respects,  except  one.    In  the  act  for  taxing 

crsd.    Tou  are  now  punishing  the  colonies  fw  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  noble  lord  will  find  (not, 

acting  on  distinctions,  held  out  by  diat  very  as  in  the  American  act,  four  or  five  articles) 

■inistry  which  is  here  shining  in  riches,  in  but  almost  the  vMe  body^  of  British  manu- 

finour,  and  in  power ;  and  urging  tfie  punish-  factures,  taxed  from  two  suid  a  half  to  fifteen 

■ent  of  the  very  c^ence  to  which  they  had  per  cent,  and  some  articles,  such  as  that  of 

dMBBsdves  been  the  tempters.  spirits,  a  great  deal  higher.   You  did  not  think 

Sir,  if  reasons  respecting  simply  your  own  it  imccmimercial  to  tax  the  whole  mass  of  your 

oomoierce,  v^ch  is  your  own  convenience,  manufactures,  and,  let  me  add,  your  agriculture 

mre  the  sole  grounds  of  the  repeal  of  the  five  too;  for,  I  now  recollect,  Briti^  com  is  there 

dtfies ;  vihj  does  Lord  Hillsborough,  in  dis-  also  taxed  up  to  ten  jper  cent,  and  this  too  in  the 

Aiming  in  the  name  of  the  king  and  ministry  very  head-quarters,  the  very  citadel  of  smug- 

Ihcir  ever  having  had  an  intent  to  tax  fiv  gling,  the  Isle  of  Man.    Now  will  the  noble 

Rvenne,  mention  it  as  the  means  <*  of  re-es-  lord  condescend  to  tell  me  why  he  repealed  the 

td)ti8hing  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  taxes  on  your  manufactures  sent  out  to  Am^ 

colonies?**    Is  it  a  way  of  soothing  olherty  to  rica,  and  not  the  taxes  on  the  manufactures 

unre  them  that  you  will  take  gc^  care  <^  exported  to  the  Isle  of  Man?    The  principle 

jfotneff"?    The  medium,  the  only  medium,  for  was  exactly  the  same,  the  objects  charged  infi- 

regaining  their  affection  and  confidence,  is,  nitely  more  extensive,  the  duties,  without  com- 

Aat  you. will  take  off  something  oppressive  to  parison  hi^er.    Why?  why,  notwithstanding 

diair  lunds.    Sir,  the  letter  strongly  enforces  all  his  childish  pretexts,  because  the  taxes  were 

diat  idea :  for  though  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  quietly  submitted  to  in  the  Isle  of  Man ;  and 

is  pronused  on  commercial  principles,  jret  the  because  they  raised  a  flame  in  America.   Your 

■wans  of  counteracting  "  the  insinuations  of  reasons  were  political,  not  commercial.    The 

men  with  foctious  and  seditious  views,"  is,  by  repeal  was  made,  as  Lord  Hillsborough's  letter 

a  ^nelaimer  of  the  intention  6t  taxing  for  well  expresses  it,  to  regain  **  the  confidence 

revenoe,  as  a  constant  invariable  sentiment  and  aflfection  of  the  colonies,  on  v^ich  the 

and  rule  of  conduct  in  the  government  of  glory  and  safety  of  the  British  empire  depend." 

America.  A  wise  and  just  motive  surely,  if  ever  there 

I  remember  that  the  noble  lord  on  the  floor,  was  such.    But  the  mischief  and  dishonour  is, 

not  in  a  former  debate  to  be  sure,  (it  would  be  that  you  have  not  done  what  you  had  given 

disorderly  to  refer  to  it,  I  suppose  I  read  it  the  colonies  just  cause  to  expect,  when  your 

somewhere,)  but  the  noble  lord  was  pleased  to  ministers  disclaimed  the  idea  of  taxes  for  a 

say,  that  he  did  not  ccmceive  how  it  could  revenue.    There  is  nodiing  simple,  nothing 

enter  into  the  head  of  man  to  impose  such  manly,  nothing  ingenuous,  open,  decisive,  or 

taxes  as  those  of  1767 ;  I  mean  those  taxes  steady,  in  the  proceeding,  with  regard  either 

which  he  voted  for  imposing,  and  voted  for  to  the  continuance  or  the  repeal  of  the  taxes, 

repealing;  as  bemg  taxes,  contrary  to  all  the  The  whole  has  an  air  of  littleness  and  firaud. 

principles  of  commerce,  laid  on  BritiA  Manu-  The  article  of  tea  is  slurred  over  in  the  cir- 

fadunt.  cu^aJ"  letter,  as  it  were  by  accident— nothing  is 
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said  of  a  resolution  either  to  keep  that  tax,  or  what  he  thought  necessary  upoo  the  aanmr 

to  give  it  up.    There  is  no  fair  dealing  in  any  part  of  the  subject,  I  have  given  him,  I  bap\t 

part  of  the  transaction.  satisfactory  answer.    He  next  presses  nw  bf 

If  you  mean  to  follow  your  true  motive  and  a  variety  of  direct  challenges  and  oblique  r** 

your  public  faith,  give  up  your  tax  on  tea  for  flections  to  say  something  on  the  histcHicalptft 

raising  a  revenue,  the  principle  of  which  has,  I  shall,  therefor^|^,  open  myself  My  on  tkt 

in  effect,  been  disclaimed  in  your  name;  and  important  and-dH&te  subject ;  not  for  the  ^ 

which  produces  you  no  advantage;  no,  not  a  of  telling  you  a  long  story,  (which,  I  kno«F,Mr. 

penny.    Or,  if  you  choose  to  go  on  with  a  poor  Speaker,  you  are  not  particularly  food  at,)  bat 

pretence  instead  of  a  solid  reason,  and  will  still  for  the  sake  of  the  wei^ty  instruction  that,  I 

adhere  to  your  cant  of  commerce,  you  have  ten  flatter  myself,  will  necessarily  result  from  iL 

thousand  times  more  strong  commercial  rea-  It  shall  not  be  longer,  if  I  can  help  it,  than  lo 

sons  for  giving  up  this  duty  on  tea,  than  for  serious  a  matter  requires, 
abandoning  the  five  others  that  you  have  al-        Permit  me  then.  Sir,  to  lead  your  attentian 

ready  renoimced.  very  far  back ;  back  to  the  act  of  navigation;  the 

The  American  consumpticm  of  teas  is  annu-  comer-stone  of  the  policy  of  this  country,  witb' 

ally,  I  believe,  worth  £300,000  at  the  least  far-  regard  to  its  ookmies.    Sir,  that  policy  ma, 

thing.    If  you  urge  the  American  violence  as  fironi  the  beginning,  purely  commercial ;  and 

a  justification  of  your  perseverance  in  enforcing  the  commercial  system  was  wholly  restrictive, 

this  tax,  you  know  that  you  can  never  answer  It  was  the  system  of  a  monopoly.  No  trade  wai 

this  plain  question — Why  did  you  repeal  the  let  loose  from  that  constraint,  but  merely  to 

others  given  in  the  same  act,  whilst  the  very  enable  the  colonists  to  dispose  of  what,  in  the 

same  violence  subsisted  ? — But  you  did  not  course  of  your  trade,  you  could  not  take ;  or  to 

find  the  violence  cease  upon  that  concession. —  enable  them  to  dispose  of  such  articles  as  we 

No !  because  the  concession  was  far  shortof  sa-  forced  upon  them,  and  for  which,  without  some 

tisfying  the  principle  which  Lord  Hillsborough  degree  of  liberty,  they  could  not  pay.    Hence 

had  abjured!  or  even  the  pretence  on  which  all  your  specific  and  detailed  enumeratioas : 

the  repeal  of  the  other  taxes  was  announced :  hence  the  innumeraUe  checks  and  oomIte^ 

and  because,  by  enabling  the  East  India  com-  checks :  hence  that  infinite  variety  of  paper 

pany  to  open  a  shop  for  defeating  the  Ameri-  chains  by  which  you  bind  together  this  oompli* 

can  resolution  not  to  pay  that  specific  tax,  you  cated  system  of  the  colonies.     This  principle 

manifestly  showed  a  hajikering  after  the  prin-  of  commercial  monopoly  runs  throogh  no  leas 

ciple  of  the  act  which  you  formerly  had.  re-  than  twenty-nine    acts   of  parliament,  from 

nounced.    Whatever  road  you  take  leads  to  a  the  year  1660  to  the  unfortunate  period  oC 

compliance  with  this  motion.    It  opens  to  you  1764. 

at  the  end  of  every  vista.    Your  commerce,        In  all  those  acts  the  system  of  oommerce  is 

your  policy,  your   promises,    your   reasons,  established,  as  that,  from  whence  alone  yon 

your   pretences,    your  consistency,  your  in-  proposed  to  make  the  colcmies  contribute  (I 

consistency, — all  jointly  oblige   you  to   this  mean  directly  and  by  the  operation  x£  your 

repeal.   ^    ^  superintending  legislative  power)to  the  streaifth 

But  still  it  sticks  in  our  throats,  if  we  go  so  of  the  empire.    I  venture  to  say,  that  during 

far,  the  Americans  will  go  farther. — ^We  do  that  whole  period,   a  parliamentary  reveane 

not  know  that.    We  ought,  from  experience,  from  thence  was  never  once  in  contem{datian. 

rather  to  presume  the  contraiy.    Do  w«  not  Accordingly,  in  all  the  number  of  laws  pained 

know  for  certain,  that  the  Americans  are  going  with  regard  to  the  plantations,  the  words  which  . 

on  as  fast  as  possible,  whilst  we  refiise  to  distinguish  revenue  laws,  specifically  as  sudi,  ^ 

gratify  them  ?  can  they  do  more,  or  can  they  were,  I  think,  premeditately  avoided.    I  do  not 

do  worse,  if  we  yield  this  point  ?    I  think  this  say.  Sir,  that  a  form  of  words  alters  the  nature 

concession  will  rather  fix  a  turnpike  to  prevent  <^  the  law,  or  abridges  the  power  of  the  law^ 

a  further  progress.    It  is  impossible  to  answer  giver.    It  certainly  does  not.    However,  titles 

for  bodies  of  men.    But  I  am  sure  the  natural  and  formal  preambles  are  not  always  idle  words ; 

eflect  Q^  fidelity,  clemency,  kindness  in  gover-  and  the  lawyers  frequently  argue  from  them.    I 

nours,  is  peace,  good-will,  order,  and  esteem,  on  slate  these  facts  to  show,  not  what  was  your 

the  part  of  the  governed.    I  would  certainly,  at  right,  but  what  has  been  your  settled  policy, 

least,  give  these  fair  principles  a  fair  trial ;  Our  revenue  laws  have  usually  a  HUe,  purportp 

which,  since  the  making  of  this  act  to  this  hour,  ing  their  being  granla ;  and  the  w<»ds  give  and 

they  never  have  had.  grcmt  usually  precede  the  enacting  parts.    Al- 

Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  having  spoken  though  duties  were  imposed  on  America  in 
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^Mli  «f  Kbif  Charles  the  Second,  and  in  acts  with  their  strength.  They  were  coniinned  in 
^Kii^  WiUiam,  no  one  title  of  giving  "  an  obedience  to  it,  eyen  more  by  usage  than  by 
*«i4  to  his  majesty,"  or  any  other  of  the  usual  law.  They  scarcely  had  remembered  a  time 
ilAas  to  revenue  acts,  was  to  be  found  in  any  when  they  were  not  subject  to  such  restraint. 
fi  diem  tin  1764 ;  nor  were  the  words  "  give  Besides,  they  were  indemnified  for  it  by  a  pe- 
wA  ^rant"  in  any  preamble*  until  the  6th  of  cuniary  compensation.  Their  monopolist  hap- 
'QwMB  die  Second.  However  the  title  of  this  pened  to  be  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  world. 
iBt  of  George  the  Second,  notwithstanding  the  By  his  immense  capital  (primarily  employed, 
'Wds  of  donation,  considers  it  merely  as  a  not  for  their  benefit,  but  his  own)  they  were 
ngoiatkMi  of  trade,  *'  an  act  for  the  better  se-  enabled  to  proceed  with  their  fisheries,  their 
of  the  trade  of  his  majesty's  sugar  colo-  agriculture,  their  ship-building,  (and  their  trade 
m  America."  This  act  was  made  on  a  too  within  the  limits,)  in  such  a  manner  as  got 
of  all,  and  at  the  express  desire  of  far  the  start  of  the  slow  languid  operations  of 
t  part,  of  the  colonies  themselves.  It  was  unassisted  nature.  This  capital  was  a  hot-bed 
48refore  in  some  measure  with  their  consent ;  to  them.  Nothing  in  the  history  of  mankind 
•■1  having  a  title  directly  purporting  only  a  is  like  their  progress.  For  my  part,  I  never 
mmmereuU  regula^onj  and  being  in  truth  no-  cast  an  eye  on  their  flourishing  commerce,  and 
tfng  more,  the  words  were  passed  by,  at  a  their  cultivated  and  commodious  life,  but  they 
6b0  vfbea  no  jealousy  was  entertained,  and  seem  to  me  rather  ancient  nations  grown  to 
tUngs  were  little  scrutinized.  Even  Gover-  perfection  through  a  long  series  of  fortunate 
BMsr  Bernard,  in  his  second  printed  letter,  events,  and  a  train  of  successful  industry,  ao- 
4ted  in  1763,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  **  it  cumulating  wealth  in  many  centuries,  than  the 
Has  an  act  of  prt^dbitionj  not  of  revenue.''  colonies  of  yesterday ;  than  a  set  of  miserable 
this  is  certainly  true,  that  no  act  avowedly  for  outcasts,  a  few  years  ago,  not  so  much  sent  as 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  with  the  ordmary  thrown  out,  on  the  bleak  and  barren  shore  of 
tide  and  recital  taken  together,  is  found  in  the  a  desolate  wilderness  three  thousand  miles 
itatote  book  until  the  year  I  have  mentioned  ;  from  all  civilized  intercourse, 
that  is,  the  year  1764.  All  before  this  period  All  this  was  done  by  England,  whilst  Eng- 
Mood  en  commercial  regulation  and  restraint,  land  pursued  trade,  and  forgot  revenue.  You 
The  scheme  of  a  coiony  revenue  by  British  not  only  acquired  commerce,  but  you  actually 
tnlharitj  appeared  therefore  to  the  Ameri-  created  the  very  objects  of  trade  in  America ; 
cans  in  tlie  tight  of  a  great  innovation ;  the  and  by  that  creation  you  raised  the  trade  of 
words  of  €rovemour  Bernard's  ninth  letter,  this  kingdom  at  least  four-fold.  America  had 
written  in  Nov.  1765,  state  this  idea  very  the  compensation  of  your  capital,  which  made 
strongly ;  "  it  must,"  says  he, "  have  been  sup-  her  bear  her  servitude.  She  had  another  com- 
posed tueh  an  imunxxtion  m  a  parUamentcay  pensation,  which  you  are  now  going  to  take 
fsntfioft,  would  cause  a  great  alarm^  and  meet  away  from  her.  She  had,  except  the  commer- 
with  much  appontion  in  most  parts  of  America ;  cial  restraint,  every  characteristic  mark  of  a 
it  was  quUe  new  to  the  people,  and  had  no  free  people  in  all  her  internal  concerns.  She 
einUe  bounds  set  to  it."  After  stating  the  had  the  image  of  the  British  constitution. 
weakness  of  government  there,  he  says, "  was  She  had  the  substance.  She  was  taxed  by 
this  a  time  to  introduce  so  great  a  novdty  as  a  her  own  representatives.  She  chose  most  of 
parttamentary  inland  taxation  in  America?"  her  own  magistrates.  She  paid  them  all.  She 
Whatever  the  right  might  have  been,  this  had  in  eflect  the  sole  disposal  of  her  own  in- 
mode  of  using  it  was  absolutely  new  in  policy  temal  government.  This  whole  state  of  com- 
and  practice.  merciai  servitude  and  civil  liberty,  taken  toge- 
Sir,  they  who  are  friends  to  the  schemes  of  ther,  is  certainly  not  perfect  fireedom ;  but  corn- 
American  revenue  say,  that  the  commercial  paring  it  with  the  (ordinary,  circumstances  of 
restraint  is  full  as  hard  a  law  for  America  to  human  nature,  it  was  a  happy  and  liberal  coib 
live  under.    I  think  so  too.    I  thiidc  it,  if  un-  dition. 

compensated,  to  be  a  condition  of  as  rigorous        I  know,  Sir,  that  great  and  not  unsuccessful 

servitude  as  men  can  be  subject  to.  But  Ame-  pains  have  been  taken  to  inflame  our  minds 

rica  bore  it  from  the  fundamental  act  of  navi*  by  an  outcry,  in  this  house  and  out  of  it,  that 

gation  until  1764. — ^Why  ?  because  men  do  in  America  the  act  of  navigation  neither  is, 

bear  the  inevitable  constitution  of  their  origi-  nor  ever  was,  obeyed.     But  if  you  take  the 

nal  nature  with  all  its  infirmities.    The  act  of  colonies  through,  I  affirm,  that  its  authority 

navigation  attended  the  colonies  from  their  in-  never  was  disputed ;  that  it  was  no  where  diiH 

'ancy,  grew  with  their  growth,  and  strengthened  outed  for  any  length  of  time;  and  on  the 
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whole,  that  it  was  well  observed.    Whererer  quite  orer.  When  this  huge  mcrease  of  milituy 

the  act  pressed  hard,  many  individuals  indeed  establbhment  was  resolred  on,  a  rereme  wife 

evaded  it.    This  is  nothing.   These  scattered  to   be   ibund  to  8upp<Mt  so  great  a  burth«B. 

individuals  never  denied  the  law,  and  never  Country  gentlemen,  the  great  patrons  of  (bo» 

obeyed  it.    Just  as  it  happens  whenever  the  nomy,  and  the   great  resisters  of  a  stindm| 

laws  of  trade,  whenever  the  laws  of  revenue,  armed  force,  would  not  have  entered  wkfa  mnai 

press   hard   upon  the  people  in  England ;  in  alacrity  into  the  vote  ibr  so  large  and  so  e>> 

that  case  all  your  shores  are  full  of  contraband,  pensive  an  army,  if  they  had  been  very  sin* 

Your  right  to  give  a  monopoly  to  the  East  In-  that  they  were  to  continue  to  pay  ibr  it.    But 

dia  company,  your  right  to  lay  immense  duties  hopes  of  another  kind  were  held  out  to  them; 

on  French  brandy,  are  not  disputed  in  England,  and  in  particular,  I  well  remen^r,  iJtaX  Mr. 

You  do  not  make  this  charge  on  any  man.  Townshend,   in  a  brilliant  harangue  oa  dni 

But  you  know  that  there  is  not  a  creek  from  subject,  did  dazzle  them,   by  playing  beftn 

Pentland  Frith  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  which  their  eyes  the  image  of  a  revenue  to  be  raised 

they  do  not  smuggle  immense  quantities  of  teas,  in  America. 

East  India  goods,  and  brandies.    I  take  it  for  Here  began  to  dawn  the  first  glimmeringBflC 

granted,  that  the  authority  of  Govemour  Ber-  this  new  colony  i^stem.     It  i^ipeared  more 

nard  in  this  point  is  indisputable.    Speaking  distinctly  afterwards,  when  it  was  devofared 

q(  these  laws,  as  they  regarded  that  part  of  upon  a  person  to  whom,  on  other  accounts,  dai 

America  now  in  so  unhappy  a  condition,  he  country  owes  very  great  oUigations.    I  do  bo* 

says,  "  I  believe  they  are  no  where  better  sup-  lieve,  that  he  had  a  very  serious  desire  to  ben»- 

{XMrted  than  in  this  province  ;  I  do  not  pretend  fit  the  public.    But  with  no  small  study  of  th6 

that  it  is  entirely  free  from  a  breach  of  these  detail,  he  did  not  seem  to  have  his  view,  it 

laws ;  but  that  such  a  breach,  if  discovered,  is  least  equally,  carried  to  the  total  circuit  of  <nr 

justly  punished."  What  more  can  you  say  of  afl^airs.    He  generally  considered  his  objects  in 

the  obedience  to  any  laws  in  any  country  ?  An  lights  that  were  rather  too  detaidied.  Wbetker 

obedience  to  these  laws  formed  the  acknow-  the  business  of  an  American  revenue  was  ioH 

ledgment,  instituted  by  yourselves,  for  your  su-  posed  upon  him  altogether ;  whether  it  was  6D* 

periority ;  and  was  the  payment  you  wiginally  tirely  the  result  of  his  own  speculaticm ;  or, 

imposed  for  your  protection.  what  is  more  probable,  that  his  own  ideas  raither 

Whether  you  were  right  or  wrong  in  esta-  coincided  with  the  instructions  be  had  received; 

blishing  the  colonies  on  the  principles  of  com-  certain  it  is,  that,  with  the  best  int^ntionB  m 

mercial  monopoly  rather  than  on  that  of  reve-  the  world,  he  first  brought  this  fatal  sdieine 

nue,  is  at  this  day  a  problem  of  mere  specula-  into  form,  and  establish^  it  by  act  of  partisf 

tion.    You  cannot  have  both  by  the  same  au-  ment. 

thority.    To  join  together  the  restraints  of  an  No  man  can  believe,  that  at  this  time  of  day 

universal  internal  and  external  monopdy,  with  I  mean  to  lean  on  the  venerable  memoiy  oft 

an  universal  internal  and  external  taxation,  is  great  man,  whose  loss  we  deplore  in  conunoB. 

an   unnatural  union ;  perfect  uncompensated  Our  little  party-difierences  have  been  long  ago 

slavery.     You  have  ]oag  since  decided   for  composed ;  and  I  have  acted  more  with  him, 

yourself  and  them;   and  you  and  they  have  and  certairiywith  more  pleasure  with  him,  than 

prospered  exceedingly  under  that  decisi(»i.  ever  I  acted  against  him.     Undoubtedly  Mr. 

This  nation.  Sir,  never  thought  of  departing  Grrmville  was  a  first-rate  figure  in  this  country, 

fi'om  that  choice  until  the  period  inunediately  With  «  nnsculine  understanding,  and  a  stout 

On  the  close  of  the  last  war.    Then  a  sdione  and  resolute  heart,  he  had  an  application  wh 

of  government  new  in  many  things  seemed  to  dissipated  and  unwearied.  He  took  pididic  bu- 

have  been  adopted.    I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  siness,  not  as  a  duty  which  he  was  to  folffl, 

several  symptoms  of  a  great  change,  whilst  I  but  as  a  pleasure  he  was  to  rajoy  ;  and  he 

sat  in  your  gallery,  a  good  while  before  I  had  seemed  to  have  no  delight  out  of  this  house, 

the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house.    At  that  except  in  such  things  as  some  way  related  to 

period  the  necessity  was  established  of  keep-  the  business  that  was  to  be  done  within  it.  If 

ing  up  no  less  than  twenty  new  regiments,  he  was  ambitious,  I  will  say  this  for  him,  hui 

with  twenty  colonels  capable  of  seats  in  this  ambition  was  of  a  noble  and  generous  strain, 

house.    This  scheme  was  adopted  with  very  It  was  to  raise  himself,  not  by  the  low  pimping 

general  applause  from  all  sides,  at  the  very  politics  of  a  court,  buttowin  his  way  to  power, 

time  that,  by  your  0(»quests  in  America,  your  through  the  laborious  gradations  of  public  ser- 

danger  from  fweign  attempts  in  that  part  of  vice ;  and  to  secure  himself  a  well-earned  rook 

die  world  was  much  lessened,  or  indeed  rather  in  parliament,  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its 
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ceetimAop,  and  a  perfeet  practiee  in  all  its  trade  «f  Aaierica  had  increased  far  beyond  tii^ 
boanesB.  specdiUions  of  the  most  saagwne  imaginations. 
Sir,  if  such  a  mm  fell  into  orrours,  it  most  It  swelled  out  on  e^erj  side.    It  fiUed  all  iti 
be  firom  drfects  not  intrinsical ;  they  must  be  proper  channels  to  the  bran.   It  overflowed  with 
radier  sought  in  the  particular  habits  of  his  a  rich  redundance,  and  breaking  its  banks  on 
life ;  which,  thou^  they  do  not  alter  the  ground-  the  eight  and  cm  th(B  left,  it  spresd  out  upon 
wofk  of  character,  yet  tinge  it  with  their  own  dome  places,  where  it  was  indeed  improper, 
hoe.    He  was  bred  in  a  profession.    He  was  upon  others  where  it  was  only  irregular.    It  is 
bred  to  the  law,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  oae  the  nature  of  all  greobiesB  not  to  be  exact ;  and 
of  the  first  and  noblest  of  human  sciences;  a  great  trade  will  always  be  attended  with  con» 
science  which  does  mare  to  quicken  and  inyi<-  siderable  abuses.    The  contraband  will  always 
gwate  the  understanding,  than  all  the  other  keep  pace  in  some  measure  with  the  fair  trade, 
lands  of  learning  put  together;  but  it  is  not  It  should  stand  as  a  foadaniental  maxim,  that 
apt,  except  in  persons  very  happily  bom,  to  no  vulgar  precaution  obght  to  be  employed  in 
open  and  to  liberalise  the  mind  exactly  in  the  the  cure  of  evils,  which  are  ckisely  camiected 
same  {nroportion.    Passing^  Gkuh  that  study  be  with  the  cause  of  our  prosperi^.    Perhaps  this 
did  not  go  very  largely  into  the  worU;  but  great  person  tnmed  his  eyes  somewhat  less  than 
lounged  into  business ;  I  mean  into  the  business  was  just,  towards  the  incredible  increase  of  die 
of  office;  and  the  liauted  and  fixed  methods  and  &ir  trade ;  and  looked  with  something  of  too 
ibrms  established  there.    Much  knowledge  is  exquisite  a  jealousy  towards  tfie  contraband, 
to  be  had  undoubtedly  in  that  line ;  and  there  He  certainly  felt  a  singular  degree  of  anxiety 
is  no  knowledge  wfaidi  is  not  valuable.    But  it  on  the  subject ;  and  even  begui  to  act  firom  dnU 
may  be  truly  said,  that  men  too  much  conver-  passion  earlier  than  is  commonly  imagined, 
sant  in  office,  are  rarely  minds  of  remarkable  For  whilst  he  was  first  lord  of  the  aifamral^, 
enlargement.     Their  habits  of  office  are  apt  though  not  strictty  called  up«i  in  his  official 
to  give  them  a  turn  to  think  the  substance  of  line,  he  presented  a  very  stroi^  memorial  to 
busmess  not  to  be  much  more  important  than  the  l<Nrds  of  the  treasury,  (my  Lord  Bute  was 
the  forms  in  yfbith  it  ia  conducted.     These  then  at  the  head  of  the  board ;)  heavily  ootm- 
forms  are  adapted  to  ordinary  occasions ;  and  plaining  <^the  growth  of  the  illicit  comrawce  m 
thoelbre  persons  who  are  nurtured  in  office,  America.    Some  mischief  happened  even  at 
do  admirably  weM,  as  long  as  things  go  oa  in  that  time  from  this  over-eamrat  seal.    Much 
tibeir  commcm  order;  but  when  the  high  roads  greater  happened  afterwards  when  it  operated 
are  broken  up,  and  the  waters  out,  when  a  new  with  greater  power  in  the  highest  department 
and  trooUed  scene  is  opened,  and  the  file  af>  (^  the  finances.    The  hoods  of  the  act  of  na* 
fonis  no  {srecedent,  then  it  is  that  a  greater  vigaticm  were  straitened  so  muck,  that  America 
knoniedge  of  mankind,  and  a  iar  more  ezteo*  was  on  the  point  of  having  no  trade,  either  con* 
sive  eoB^irehensioD  of  things  is  requisite  than  traband  or  legitimate.    They  found,  under  the 
ever  office  gave,  or  than  office  can  ever  give,  constractitm  and  execution  then  used,  the  act 
Mr.  Grenville  ffiought  better  of  the  wisdom  no  fcmger  tryiog  bnt  actually  strangling  them, 
ud  power  of  human  legislation  than  in  truth  All  this  coming  with  new  enumerations  of  corn- 
it  deserves.     He  conceived,  and  many  con-  modities;  with  regulations  ^iHiicfa  in  a  manner 
oeired  along  with  him,  that  the  flourishing  put  a  stop  to  the  motoal  coasting  intercourse 
trade  of  this  country  was  greatly  owing  to  law  of  the  colonies ;  with  the  appointment  of  courts 
and  institution,  and  not  quite  so  mudi  to  li«  of  axhniralty  und^  varkus  improper  circum- 
bei^ ;  for  but  too  many  are  apt  to  believe  stances ;  with  a  sudden  extinction  of  the  paper 
regidation  to  be  commerce,  and  taxes  to  be  currencies  ;widli  a  c<»ipols(H7  provision  fbr  the 
revenue.  Among  regulations,  that  which  stood  quartering  of  soldiers ;  the  people  of  America 
first  in  reputation  was  his  idol.    I  mean  the  thouj^t  Semsehes  proceeded  against  as  de- 
act  of  navigation.     He  has  often  profi»sed  it  linquents,  or  at  best  as  people  under  suspicion 
lobe  so.    The  policy  of  that  act  is,  I  readily  of  delmquency ;  and  in  such  a nu^per, as  th^ 
admit,  in  many  respects  well  understood.    But  imagined,  their  recent  services  in  the  war  did 
I  do  say,  that  if  the  act  be  suffered  to  run  the  not  at  all  merit.    Any  of  these  innumerable 
fidl  length  of  its  principle,  and  is  not  changed  regnlations,  peiiiaps,  woold  not  have  alarmed 
and  uK^ed  according  to  the  change  of  times  alone ;  some  might  be  thought  reasonable ;  flie 
and  the  fluctuation  of  circumstances,  it  must  multitude  struck  them  with  terrour. 
do  great  mischief,  and  firequently  even  defeat        But  the  grand  manosuvre  in  that  business  off 
hi  own  purpose.  new  reguhoing  the  colonies,  was  the  16th  act 
After  the  war,  and  ia  the  hurt  years  of  it,  the  of  the  fourth  of  George  HI.;  which,  besidei  con* 
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tuning  sereral  of  the  matters  to  which  T  have  been  accustomed  to  bear ;  with  this  differenM, 

just  alluded,  opened  a  new  principle :  and  here  that  the  title  was  not  the  same,  the  preambf* 

properly  began  the  second  period  of  the  policy  not  the  same,  and  the  spirit  altogether  unlike. 

•T  this  country  with  regard  to  the  colonics  ;  by  But  of  what  service  is  this  observation  to  tiie 

which  the  scheme  of  a  regular  plantation  par-  cause  of  those  that  malw  it?  It  is  a  (till  rafii* 

liamentary  revenue  was  adopted  in  theory|Md  tation  of  the  pretence  for  their  present  cnieltf 

settled  in  practice.    A  revenue  not  subsutdqi|d  to  America  ;   for  it  shews,  out  of  their  own 

in  the  plac«  of,  but  superadded  to,  a  monopoly ;  mouths,  that  our  colonies  were  backward  to 

which  monopoly  was  enforced  at  the  same  time  enter  into  the  present  vexatious  and  ruinous 

with  additional  strictness,  and  the  execution  controversy, 
put  into  military  hands.  There  is  also  another  circulation  abrotd, 

This  act.  Sir,  had  for  the  first  time  the  title  (spread  with  a  malignant  intention,  whicfa  I 

of"  granting  duties  in  the  colonies  and  planta-  cannot  attribute  to  those  who  say  the  sum 

tions  of  America ;"  and  for  the  first  time  it  was  thing  in  this  house,)  that  Mr.  Grenville  gave  dio 

asserted  in  the  preamble,  "  that  it  vrw^jtut  and  colony  agents  an  qytion  for  their  assendtiUefl  to 

necesMiy  that  a  revenue  should  be  raised  there,"  tax  themselves,  which  they  had  refused.    I  find 

Then  came  the  technical  words  of  "  giving  and  that  much  stress  is  laid  on  this,  as  a  fact.  Ho«r- 

granting,"  and  thus  a  complete  American  re-  ever,  it  happens  neither  to  be  true  nor  possible, 

venue  act  was  made  in  all  the  forms,  and  with  I  will  observe  first,  that  Mr.  Grrenville  never 

a  full  avowal  of  the  right,  equity,  policy,  and  thought  fit  to  make  this  apology  for  himself  in 

even  necessity  of  taxing  the  colonies,  without  the  innumerable  debates  that  were  had  upon 

any  formal  consent  of  theirs.     There  are  con-  the  subject.    He  might  have  proposed  to  tbe 

tained  also  in  the  preamble  to  that  act  these  colony  agents,  that  they  should  agree  in  some 

very  remarkable  words — the  commons,   &c.  modeoftaxaticmas  the  ground  ofan  ai^  ofpar- 

— "  being  desirous  to  make  aome  provision  in  liament.    But  he  never  could  have  proposed 

the  present  session  of  parliament  towards  raising  that  they  should  tax  themselves  on  requisition, 

the  said  revenue."    By  these  words  it  appeared  which  is  the  assertion  of  the  day.    Indeed, 

to  the  colonies,  that  this  act  was  but  a  beginning  Mr.  Grenville  well  knew,  that  the  colcmy  agents 

of  sorrows ;  that  every  session  was  to  produce  could  have  no  general  powers  to  consent  to  it ; 

something  of  the  same  kind ;  that  we  were  to  and  they  had  no  time  to  consult  their  assemblies 

go  on  from  day  to  day,  in  charging  them  with  for  particular  powers,  before  he  passed  his  first 

such  taxes  as  we  pleased,  for  such  a  military  revenue  act.    If  you  compare  dates,  you  wiK 

force  as  we  should  think  proper.   Had  this  plan  find  it  impossible.    Burthened  as  the  agents 

been  pursued,  it  was  evident  that  the  provin-  knew  the  colonies  were  at  that  time,  they  oodd 

cial  assemblies,  in  which  the  Americans  felt  not  give  the  least  hope  of  such  grwits.    His 

all  their  portion  of  importance,  and  beheld  their  own  favourite  govemour  was  of  opinion  ttuU.the 

8<de  image  of  freedom,  were  ipso  facto  annihi-  Americans  were  not  then  taxable  objecw}-' 
lated.    This  ill  prospect  before  them  seemed         "  Nor  was  the  time  lets  favourable  to  the 

to  be  boundless  in  extent,  and  endless  m  durar  equity  of  such  a  taxation.    I  donH  mem  to 

tion.    Sir,  they  were  not  mistaken.    The  mi-  dispute  the  reasonableness  of  America  eontri- 

nistry  valued  themselves  when  this  act  passed,  buting  to  the  charges  of  Great  Britain  when 

and  when  they  gave  notice  of  the  stamp  act,  she  is  able ;  nor,  I  hdieoe,  would  the  Jnuri- 

that  both  of  the  duties  came  very  short  of  their  cans  themselves  haoe  disputed  it,  ei  a  prx>per 

ideas  of  American  taxation.    Great  was  the  time  and  season.    But  k  ^wuld  be  eonsideredj 

applause  of  this  measure  here.    In  England  that  the  American  gooemmenia  themaeloes  haoe, 

we  cried  out  for  new  taxes  on  America,  whilst  in  the  prosecution  qf  the  late  war,  caniraeted 

they  cried  out  that  they  were  nearly  crushed  very  large  debts ;  which  it  will  take  some  years 

with  those  which  the  war  and  their  own  grants  topt^qf^and  in  the  mean  time  occasion  very 

had  brought  upon  them.  burthensome  taxes  for  that  purpose  onfy.    F^ 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  the  debate,  that  when  instance,  this  government,  which  is  as  much 

the  first  American  revenue  act  (the  act  in  1764,  b^ore-hand  as  any,  raises  every  yea-  £37,600 

imposing  the  port  duties)  passed,  the  Ameri-  sterUngfor  sinking  their  debt,  and  must  continue 

cans  did  not  object  to  the  principle.    It  is  true  it  for  four  years  longer  at  least  before  it  will  bt 

they  touched  it  but  very  tenderly.    It  was  not  cfcor." 

a  direct  attack.    They  were,  it  is  true,  as  yet        These  are  the  vrards  of  Govemour  B«nianl*8 

novices;  as  yet  unaccustomed  to  direct  attacks  letter  to  a  member  of  the  oU  ministry,  and 

upon  any  of  the  rights  of  parliament.    The  which  he  has  since  printed.    Mr.  Granvilla 

duties  were  port  duties,  like  those  they  had  could  not  have  made  this  propoaition  to  the 
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tgnts,  for  another  reascm.    He  was  of  opi- 
UOB,  which  he  has  declared  in  this  house  an 
hMfared  times,  that   the  colonies  could  not 
kgdly  grant  any  reyenue  to  the  crown;  and 
that  infinite  mi8c}i|M|>vould  be  the  conse- 
fMDce  of  such  a  pdmar.     When  Mr.  Gren- 
viBe  had  passed  the  first  revenue  act,  and  in 
tiw  same  session  had  made  this  house  come  to 
trasohition  ior  laying  a  stampKluty  on  Ame- 
rica, between  that  time  and  the  passing  the 
Manp-aet  into  a  law,  he  told  a  considerable 
and  most  respectaUe  merchant,  a  member  of 
liuB  house,  whom  I  am  truly  sorry  I  do  not 
low  see  in  his  place,  when  he  represented 
^UDst  this  iHt>Geeding,  that  if  the  stamp-duty 
was  disiyied,  he  was  willing  to  exchange  it 
6r  any  other  equally  productive;  but  that,  if 
he  objected  to  the  Americans  being  taxed  by 
parlameot,  he  mi^t  save  himself  the  trouble 
of  the  discussion,  as  he  was  determined  on  the 
measore.     This  is  the  fact,  and,  if  you  please, 
I  will  mention  a  very  unquestionable  authority 
ferit 

-Thus,  Sir,  I  have  disposed  of  this  falsehood. 
Bat  fidsdiood  has  a  perennial  spring.    It  is 
laid,  that  no  conjecture  could  be  made  of  |)ie 
disiyce  of  the  colonies  to  the  principle.    This 
is  as  untrue  as  the  other.    After  the  resolu- 
tioB  of  the  house,  and  before  the  passing  of  the 
itamp-act,  the  colonies  of  Massachusett^s  Bay 
and  New-Yoric  did  send  remonstrances,  ob- 
jectmg  to  this  mode  of  parliamentary  tazatioo. 
What  was  the  cmisequence  ?  They  were  sup- 
pressed ;  they  were  put  under  the  table ;  not- 
withstanding an  order  of  council  to  the  contrary, 
by  the  ministry  whidi  composed  the  very  coun- 
c»  that  had  made  the  order;  and  thus  the  house 
proeeeded  to  its  business  of  taxing  without  the 
least  regidar  knowledge  of  the  objections  which 
were  oMide  to  it.    But  to  give  that  house  its 
doe,  it  was  not  over  desirous  to  receive  in- 
fonnatioii,  or  to  hear  remonstrance.    On  the 
16th  of  February  1766,  whilst  the  stamp-act 
was  ODder   deliberati<xi,  they   refused   with 
■eon  even  so  much  as  to  receive  four  petitions 
presented  from  so  respectable  colonies  as  C<»i- 
■ectient,  Rhode  Ishmd,  Virginia  and  Carolina ; 
besides  one  firom  the  traders  of  Jamaica.    As 
to  the  cokNiies,  they  had  no  alternative  left  to 
dMNn,  but  to  disobey;  or  to  pay  the  taxes 
imposed  by  that  parliament  which  was  not 
•ofiered,  or  did  not  suffer  itself,  even  to  hear 
dwm  remoostrale  upon  the  subject. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  colonies  before  his 
■aajesty  tbcwight  fit  to  change  his  ministers. 
It  stands  tqpon  no  authority  of  mine.  It  is 
proved  by  uncontrovertible  recarda.  The 
hoaoonUe  gwirtoman  has  desired  some  of  us 


to  lay  our  hands  upon  our  hearts,  and  answer 
to  his  queries  upon  the  historical  part  of  this 
consideration  ;  and  by  his  manner  (as  well  as 
my  eyes  could  discern  it)  he  seemed  to  address 
himself  to  me. 

Sir,  I  will  answer  him  as  clearly  as  I  am 
a&le,  and  with  great  openness ;  I  have  nothing 
to  conceal.  In  the  year  sixty-five,  being  in  a 
very  private  station,  fiu*  enough  fnun  any  line 
of  business,  and  not  having  the  honour  of  a 
scat  in  this  house,  it  was  my  fortune,  unknow- 
ing and  unknown  to  the  then  ministiy,  by  the 
intervention  of  a  common  fiiend,  to  become 
connected  with  a  very  noble  person,  and  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury  department.  It  was 
indeed  in  a  situation  of  little  rank  and  no  con- 
sequence, suitable  to  the  mediocri^  <^  my 
talents  aiui  pretensions.  But  a  situation  near 
enough  to  enable  me  to  see,  as  well  as  others, 
what  was  going  on;  and  I  did  see  in  that 
noble  person  such  sound  principles,  such  an 
enlargement  of  mind,  such  dear  and  sagacious 
sense,  and  such  unshaken  fortitude,  as  have 
bound  me,  as  well  as  others  much  better  than 
me,  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to  him  from 
that  time  forward.  Sir,  Lord  Rockingham 
very  early  in  that  summer  received  a  strong 
representation  from  many  weighty  English 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  from  govemours 
of  provinces  and  commanders  of  men  of  war, 
against  almost  the  whde  of  the  American  conn 
mercial  regulations:  and  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  total  ruin  which  was  threatened 
to  the  Spanish  trade.  I  believe.  Sir,  the  noUe 
lord  soon  saw  his  way  in  this  business.  But 
he  did  not  rashly  determine  against  acts  which 
it  might  be  supposed  were  the  result  of  much 
deliberation.  However,  Sir,  he  scarcely  be- 
gan to  open  the  ground,  when  the  whole  vete- 
ran body  of  office  took  the  alarm.  A  violent 
outcry  of  all  (except  those  who  knew  and  feh 
the  mischief)  was  raised  against  any  altera- 
tion. On  one  hand,  his  attempt  was  a  direct 
violation  of  treaties  and  public  law. — On  the 
other,  the  act  of  navigation  and  all  the  corps  of 
trade  laws  were  drawn  up  in  array  against  it. 

The  first  step  the  noble  lord  took,  was  to 
have  thie  opini(»i  of  his  excellent,  learned,  and 
ever-lamented  fi>iend  the  late  Mr.  Yorke,  then 
attorney-general,  on  the  point  of  law.  When 
he  knew  that  formally  and  officially,  which  in 
substance  he  had  known  before,  he  immedi- 
ately despatched  orders  to  redress  the  grie- 
vance. But  I  will  say  it  for  the  then  minis- 
ter, he  is  of  that  constitution  .of  mind,  that  I 
know  he  would  have  issued,  on  the  same  criti- 
cal occasicm,  the  very  same  orders,  if  the  acts 
of  trade  had  been,  as  they  were  not,  direct^ 
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ipm»t  him ;  and  would  h«re  cheerfully  sub-  read  the  king's  speech  at  the  opening  of  tligl 

milted  to  the  equity  of  pwliament  for   his  session,  without  seeing  in  that  speech  both  ths 

indemnity.  repeal  and  the  declaratory  act  very  sufficientljr 

On  the  conclusion  of  this  business  of  the  crayoned  out.    Those  who  cannot  see  this  cm 

Spanish  trade,  the  news  of  the  troubles,  on  see  nothing. 

account  of  the  stamp-act,  arrived  in  England.  Surely  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not 

It  was  not  until  the  end  of  October  that  thew  think  that  a  great  deal  less  time  than  was  thca 

accounts  were  received.     No  sooner  had  the  employed,  ought  to  have  been  spent  in  ddip 

sound  of  that  mi^ty  tempest  reached  us  in  beration  ;  when  heconsiders  that  the  newsoC 

England,  than  tlM  whole  of  the  then  opposi-  the  troubles  did  not  arrive  till  towards  the  end 

tion,  instead  of  feeling  humbled  by  the  unhappy  of  October.    The  parliament  sat  to  fill  the  vir 

issue  of  their  measures,  seemed  to  be  infinitely  cancies  on  the  14di  day  of  Decemb^,  and  on 

elated,  and  cried  out,  that  the  ministry,  firom  business  the  14th  of  the  following  January, 

envy  to  the  glory  of  their  predecessors,  were  Sir,  a  partial  repeal,  or,  as  the  bm  Umti 

prepared  to  repeal  the  stamp-act.    Near  nine  the  court  then  was,  a  modi/ieatioiif  would  have 

years  after,  the  honourable  gentleman  takes  satisfied  a  timid,  unsystematic,  {mxrrastinating 

quite  opposite  ground,  and  now  challenges  me  ministry,  as  such  a  measure  has  since  doos 

to  put  my  hand  to  ray  heart,  and  say,  whether  such  a  ministry.    A  modification  is  the  coo- 

the  ministry  had  resolved  on  the  repeal  till  a  stant  resource   of  weak   undeciding   minds, 

considerable  time  after  the  meeting  of  parlia^  To  repeal  by  a  denial  of  our  right  to  tax  in 

ment.    Though  I  do  not  very  well  know  what  the  preamble,  (and  this  too  did  not  want  ad- 

the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  infer  from  visers,)  would  have  cut,  in  the  heroic  style, 

the  admission,  or  fixrni  the  denial,  of  this  fact,  the  Gordian  knot  with  a  sword.     Either  me»* 

on  which  he  so  earnestly  adjures  me ;  I  do  put  sure  would  have  cost  no  more   than  a  day's 

my  hand  on  my  heart,  and  assure  him,  that  debate.     But  when    the    total    repeal  waf 

they  did  tud  come  to  a  resolution  directly  to  adopted ;  and  adopted  on  principles  of  policy, 

r^Mal.    They  weighed  this  matter  as  its  diffi-  ofequity,  and  of  commerce;  this  plan  made 

culty  and  importance  required.    They  consi-  it  necessary  to  enter  into  many  and  diflkult 

dered  maturely  among  themselves.   They  con-  measures.    It  became  necessary  to  open  a 

suited  with  all  who  ooukl  give  advice  or  ia-  very  large  fieki  of  evidence  commensurate  to 

formation.   It  was  not  determined  until  a  little  these  extensive  views.    But  then  this  labour 

before  the  meeting  of  parliament ;  but  it  was  did  knight's  service.    It  opened  the  eyes  of 

determined,  and  the  main  lines  of  their  own  several  to  the  true  state  of  the  American 

|dan  marked  out,  before  that  meeting.    Two  affairs ;  it  enlarged  their  ideas ;  it  removed 

questions  arose  (I  hope  I  am  not  going  into  a  prejudices ;  and  it  conciliated  the  opinions  and 

narrative  troublesome  to  the  house)  affections  of  men.    The  noble  lofd,  who  then 

[A  cry  of,  go  on,  go  on.]  took  the  lead  in  administration,  my  honour- 

The  first  of  the  two  considerations  was,  able  fi-iend*  under  me,  and  a  right  honourable 

whether  the  repeal  should  be  total,  or  whether  gentlemanf  (if  he  will  not  r^ect  his  share, 

only  partial ;  taking  out  every  thing  burthen-  and  it  was  a  large  one,  <^  this  business)  «^ 

some  and  productive,  and  reserving  only  an  erted  the  most  laudable  industry  in  bringing 

empty  acknowledgmmt,  such  as  a  stanqi  on  before   you  the  fiiUest,  most  impartial,  and 

cards  or  dice.    The  other  question  was,  on  least-garbled  body  of  evidence  that  ever  was 

what  principle  the  act  should  be  repealed?  On  produced  to  this  house.    I  think  the  inquiry 

this  head  also  two  princifJes  were  started,  lasted  in  the  committee  tor  six  weeks ;  and 

One,  that  the  legislative  rights  of  this  country,  at  its  conclusion  this  house,  by  an  indepeo- 

with  regard  to  America,  were  not  entire,  but  dent,  noble,  spirited,  and  unexpected  majority; 

had  certain  restrictions  and  limitations.    The  by  a  majority  that  will  redeem  all  the  aeUM 

other  principle  was,  that  taxes  of  this  kind  ever  done  by  majorities  in  parliamoit;  in  the 

were  contraiy  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  teeth  of  all  the  okl  mercenary  Swiss  of  state, 

commerce  on  which  the  cdonies  were  founded ;  in  despite  of  all  the  [^)eculator8  and  augurs  oif 

and  contrary  to  every  idea  of  political  equity ;  political  events,  in  d^ance  of  the  whole  emba^ 

by  which  equity  we  are  bound,  as  much  as  tied  legion  of  veteran  pensioners  and  practised 

possible,  to  extend  the  spirit  and  benefit  o[  the  instruments  of  a  court,  gave  a  total  repeal  to 

British  constitution  to  every  part  of  the  British  the  stamp-act,  and  (if  it  had  been  so  pernuiU> 

dominions.    The  option,  both  of  the  measure,  ted)  a  lasting  peace  to  this  whole  empire, 
and  of  the  principle  of  repeal,  was  made  before 

ik»  session;  and  I  wonder  how  any  one  can  ♦Mr.  Dowdeswell.       t  General  Conway. 
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I  stale,  Sir,  these  particulars,  because  this  did  not  look  to  some  other  future  arrangement, 
act  of  ^irit  and  fortitude  has  lately  been,  in  which  warped  his  politics.    There  were  in 
dM  drculation  of  the  seascm,  and  in  some  both  houses  new  and  menacing  appearances, 
bauded  dedamatioos  in  this  house,  attribu-  that  might  very  naturally  drive  any  other, 
tad  to  timidity.    If^  Sir,  the  conduct  of  mi-  than  a  most  resolute  minister,  from  his  mea- 
Miy,  in  pn^xising  the  repeal,  had  arisen  from  sure  or  from  his  station.      The    household 
tinidity  with  regard  to  themselves,  it  wotdd  troops  openly  revolted.    The  allies  ofmini*- 
iisre  been  greatly  to  be  condemned.     Inte-  try,  (those,  I  mean,  who  supported  some  of 
rosted  timidi^  disgraces  as  much  in  the  cabi-  their  measures,  but  refused  responsibility  for 
aet,  as  personal  timidi^  does  in  the  field,  any)  endeavoured  to  undermine  their  credit. 
Bat  tkaidi^,  with  regard  to  the  well-being  of  and  to  take  ground  that  must  be  fatal  to  the 
our  country,  is  heroic  virtue.     The   noble  success  of  the  very  cause  which  they  would 
bnl  who  then  conducted  affairs,   and   his  be  thought  to  countenance.    The  question  of 
worthy  colleagues,  whilst  they   tmnbled   at  the  repeal  was  brought  on  by  ministry  in  the 
the  prospect  of  such  distresses  as  you  have  committee  of  this  house,  in  the  very  instant 
once  brou^t    upon   yourselves,    were    not  when  it  was  known  that  more  than  one  court 
afimid  steadify  to  look  in  the  face  that  glaring  negociation  was  carrying  on  with  the  heads  of 
aad  daTrJing  influence  at  which  the  eyes  of  the    opposition.     Every  thing,   upon  every 
eagles  have  blenched.    He  looked  in  the  face  side,  was  full  of  traps  and  mines.      Earth 
one  of  the  ablest,  and,  let  me  say,  not  the  below  shook ;  heaven  above  menaced ;  all  the 
■KMt   ■cnipolous    impositions,    that    perhaps  elements  of  ministerial  safety  were  dissolved. 
erer  was  in  this  house,  and  withstood  it,  un-  It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  chaos  of  plots  and 
aided  by  even  one  of  the  usual  supports  of  counter-plots ;  it  was  in  the   midst   of  this 
administration.    He  did  this  when  he  repeal-  complicated  warfare  against  public  c^^osition 
ed  the   stamp-act.    He  looked  in  the  face  a  and  private  treachery,   that  the  firmness  of 
person  he  had  long  respected  and  regarded,  that  noble  person  was  put  to  the  proof.    He 
and  whose  aid  was  then  particularly  wanting ;  never  stirred  from  his  ground ;  no,  not  an  inch. 
I  mean  Lord  Chatham.    He  did  this  when  he  He  remained  fixed  and  determined,  in  principle, 
passed  the  declaratory  act.  in  measure,  and   in  c(»Kluct.    He  practised 
It  is  now  given  out  for  the  usual  purposes,  no    managements.    He  secured  no   retreat. 
hj  the  usual  emissaries,  that  Lord  Rocking-  He  sought  no  apology. 
Ihud  did  not  consent  to  the  repeal  of  this  act        1  will  likewise  do  justice,  I  ought  to  do  it, 
UBtilhe  was  bullied  into  it  by  Lord  Chatham  ;  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  led  us  in 
and  the  reporters  have  gone  so  far  as  public-  this  house.*    Farfrcnn  the  duplicity  wickedly 
ijr  U>  assert,  in  a  hundred  companies,  that  the  charged  <»i  him,  he  acted  his  part  with  ala- 
hooourable   gentleman   under  the   gallery,*  crily  and  resolution.    We  all  felt  inspired  by 
who  pn^osed  the  repeal  in  the   American  the  example  he  gave  us,  down  even  to  myself, 
committee,  had  another  set  of  resolutions  in  the  weakest  ia  that  phalanx.    I  declare  for 
his  pocket  directly  the  reverse  of  those  he  one,  I  knew  well  enough  (it  could  not  be 
moved.    These  artifices  <^  a  desperate  cause  concealed  from  any  body)  the  true  state  of 
are,  at  this  time  spread  abroad,  with  ino-edi-  things  ;  but,  in  my  life,  1  never  came  with  so 
Ue  care,  in  every  part  of  the  town,  firom  the  much  spirits  into  this  house.    It  was  a  time 
highest  to  the  lowest  companies ;  as  if  the  for  a  man  to  act  in.    We  had  powerful  ene- 
indastry   of  the  circulation    were   to  make  mies ;  but  we  had   faithful  and   determined 
amends  for  the  absurdity  of  the  report.  friends  ;  and  a  glorious  cause.    We  had  a 
Sir,  whether  the  noble  lord  is  of  a  com-  great  battle  to  ^ht ;  but  we  had  the  means 
pkzkm  to  be  bullied  by  Lord*  Chatham,  or  by  of  fighting ;  not  as  now,  when  our  arms  are  tied 
any  man,  I  must  submit  to  those  who  know  behind  us.  We  did  fight  that  day  and  conquer. 
him.    I  confess,  when  I  look  back  to  that        I  remember,  Sir,  with  a  melanchdiy  plea- 
tisae,  I  consider  hun  as  placed  in  one  of  the  sure,   the  situation  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
most  trying  situations  in  which,  periiaps,  any  man*  who  made  the  moti<»i  Sx  the  repeal ; 
■an  ever  stood.    In  the  house  of  peers  there  in  ths^  crisis,  when  the  whole  trading  interest 
were  very  fow  oi  the  ministry,  out  of  the  of  this  empire,  crammed  into  your  lobbies, 
Boblelord'sown  particular  connection,  (except  with  a  trembling  and  anxious    expectation, 
Lord  Egmont,  who  acted,  as  far  as  I  could  waited,  almost  toa  winter's  return  oflight,  then: 
I,  an  honourable  and  manly  part,)  that  fate  from  your  resolutions.    When,  at  length 

■^General  Conway.  *  General  Conway. 
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jaa  had  determined  in  their  favour,  and  your  away  the  credit  of  those   who   would  pr»- 

doors,  thrown  open,  shewed  them  the  figure  vent  you  from  that  frantic  war  yoa  are  foii^ 

of  their  deliverer  in  the  wcll-eamed  triumph  to  wage  upon  your  colonies.    Their  cant  ii 

of  hb   important  victory,  from  the  whole  of  this ;  "  AU  the  disturbances  in  America  have 

that  grave  multitude  there  arose  an  involun-  been  created  by  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act.'^ 

tary  burst  of  gratitude   and  transport.     They  1  suppress  for  a  moment  my  indignation  at  the 

jumped  upon  him  like  children  on  a    long  falsehood,  baseness,  and  absurdity  of  this  moat 

absent  father.      They  clung  about    him  as  audacious  assertion.    Instead  of  remarking  on 

captives  about  their  redeemer.    AU  EngjhuKi,  the  motives  and  character  of  those  who  have 

an  America,  joined  to  his  applause.     Nor  issued  it  for  circulation,  I  will  clearly  lay  be- 

did  he  seem    insensible   to   the  best  of  all  fore  you  the  state  of  America,  antecedently  to 

earthly  rewards,  the  love  and  admiration  of  that  repeal ;  afler  the  repeal ;  and  since  the 

his  fellow  citizens.      Hope  tUvaUd  and  joy  renewal  of  the  schemes  of  American  taxation. 

brightened  his  crett.    I  stood  near  him ;  and  It  ia  said,  that  the  disturbances,  if  there 

his  face,  to  use  the  expression  of  the  scripture  were  any,  before  the  repeal,  were  sli^t;  and 

of  the  first  martyr,  "  his  hice  was  as  if  it  had  without  difikulty  or  inconvenience  might  have 

been  the  face  of  an  angel."    I  do  not  know  been  suppressed.    For  an  answer  to  this  a^ 

bow  others  feel ;  but  if  I  had  stood  in  that  sertion  I  will  send  you  to  the  great  author  and 

situation,  I  never  woukl  have  exchanged  it  patron  of  the  stamp-act,  who  certainly  mean- 

for    all    that  kings  in  their  profusion  could  ing  well  to  the  authority  of  this  country,  and 

bestow.    I  did  hope  that  that  day's  danger  fiilly  apprized  of  the  state  of  that,  made,  be- 

and  honour  would  have  been  a  bond  to  hold  us  fore  a  repeal  was  so  much  as  agitated  in  this 

all  together    for  ever.    But,  alas!  that,  with  house,  the  motion  which  ia  on  your  joumab; 

other  pleasing  visions,  is  long  since  vanished.  and  which,  to  save  the  clerk  the  trouUe  of 

Sir,  this  act  of  supreme  magnanimity  has  turning  to  it,  I  will  now  read  to  you.    It  was 

been  represented,  as  if  it  had  been  a  measure  for  an  amendment  to  the  address  of  the  17th 

of  an  administration,  that,  having  no  sdieme  of  December,  1765 : 

of  their  own,  took  a  middle  line,  pilfered  a  '*  To  expreat  our  jtut  resentment  and  indig' 

bit  from  one  side  and  a  bit  from  the  other,  nation  at  the  outrageous  tumults  and  insurrec- 

Sir,  they  took  no  middle  lines.     They  di&  tions  u^dch  have  been  excited  and  carried  on  in 

fored  fundamentally  from  the  schemes  of  both  North  America ;  and  at  the  resistance  £tooi,iy 

parties ;  but  they  preserved  the  objects  of  both,  open  and  rebellious  forces  to  the  execution  qf 

They  preserved  the  authority  of  Great  Britain.  Ae  laws  in  that  part  of  his  majerty's  domimoHS. 

They  preserved  the  equity  of  Great  Britain.  And  to  assure  his  majesty  j  that  hisfait/^ul  com' 

They  made  the  declaratory-act;  they  repealed  mons,  animated  toith  the  toarmest  duty  and  at' 

the  stamp-act    They  did  hoihfuUy ;  because  tadvment  to  his  royal  person  cmd  govemasetUf  will 

the  declaratory-act  was  without  qualification ;  firmly  and  ^ediuaSy  support  his  majesty  m  all 

and  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act  total.    This  such  measures  as  sAofl  be  necessary  for  preser' 

they  did  in  the  situation  I  have  described.  vingand  supporting  the  legal  depmdance  of  the 

Now,  Sir,  what  will  the  adversary  say  to  ootomes  on  t/te  mother  country^  &c  &c." 

both  these  acts  ?    If  the  principle  of  the  de-  Here  was  certainly  a  disturbance  preceding 

claratory-act  was  not  good,  the  principle  we  the  repeal ;  such  a  disturbance  as  Mr.  Gren- 

are  contending  for  this  day  is  monstrous.    If  rille  thought  necessary  to  qualify  by  the  name 

the  principle  of  the  repeal  was  not  good,  why  of  an  insurrection^  and  the  epithet  of  a  rebd- 

are  we  not  at  war  for  a  real,  substantial,  ef-  Uaus  force  :  terms  mudi  stnMiger  than  any,  by 

fective  revenue?    If  both  were  bad;  why  has  which,  those  who  then  supported  his  motion, 

this  ministry  incurred  all  the  inconveniences  have  ever  since  thought  proper  to  distinguish 

of  both  and  of  all  schemes?    Why  have  they  the  subsequent  disturbances  in  America.  They 

enacted,  repealed,  enforced,  yielded,  and  now  were  disturbances  which  seemed  to  him  and 

attempt  to  enforce  again  ?  his  friends  to  justify  as  strong  a  promise  of 

Sir,  I  think  I  may  as  well  now,  as  at  any  support,  as  hath  be«a  usual  to  give  in  the  be- 
other  time,  speak  to  a  certain  matter  of  fact,  ginning  of  a  war  with  the  most  powerful  and 
not  wholly  unrelated  to  the  guestion  under  declar^  enemies.  When  the  accounts  of  the 
your  consideration.  We,  who  would  persuade  American  govemours  came  b^)re  the  house, 
you  to  revert  to  the  ancient  policy  of  this  they  appeared  stronger  even  tfian  the  warmth 
kingdom,  labour  under  the  effect  of  this  short  of  public  imagination  had  painted  them ;  so 
current  phrase,  which  the  court  leaders  have  much  stronger,  that  the  papers  on  your  taUe 
given  out  to  all  their  corps,  in  order  to  take  bear  me  out  in  sa3ring,  that  all  the  late  distiB^ 
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WnceS)  which  have  been  at  one  time  the  mi-  which  is,  to  attribute  the  ill-effect  of  ill-judged 

■nier's  motives  for  the  repeal  of  five  out  of  six  conduct  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  used 

«f  the  new  court  taxes,  and  are  now  his  pre-  to  dissuade  us  from  it.     They  say,  that  the 

iMKes  lor  refusing  to  repeal  that  sixth,  did  not  opposition  made  in  parliament  to  the  stamp- 

noant — why  do  I  compare  them?  no,  not  to  act  at  the  time  of  its  passing,  encouraged  the 

itenth  part  of  the  tumults  and  violence  which  Americans  to  their  resistance.     This  has  even 

prevailed  long  before  the  repeal  of  that  act.  formally  appeared  in  print  in  a  regular  volume, 

Ministry  cannot  refuse  the  authority  of  the  from  an  advocate  of  that  faction,  a  Dr.  Tucker, 

eomoander  in  daef,  Greneral  Gage,  who,  in  Thi&Jpr.  Tucker  is  already  a  dean,  and  his 

Ids  letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  from  New-  earidt: labours  in  this  vineyard  will,  I  sup- 

Yoik,  thus  represents  the  state  of  things:  po«e,  raise  him  to  a  bishoprick.    But  this 

"  jR  iad^ficult  to  toy,  from  the  highest  to  the  assertion  too,  just  like  the  rest,  is  false.    In 

lowest,  toho  has  not  been  accessary  to  this  in-  all  the  papers  which  have  load»i  your  table ; 

torrection,  either  by  writing  or  mutual  agree-  in  all  the  vast  crowd  of  verbal  witneraes  that 

ments  to  oppose  the  act,by  what  they  are  plea-  appeared  at  your  bar,  witnesses  which  were 

ted  to  term  all  legal  opposition  to  it.    Nothing  indiscriminately  produced  from  both  sides  of 

^gftdual  has  been  proposed,  either  to  prevent  or  the  house ;  not  the  least  hint  of  such  a  cause 

ftuUthetumult,    The  rest  of  the  provinces  are  of  disturbance  has  ever  appeared.    As  to  the 

in  the  same  situation  (u  to  a  potitxoe  refusal  to  fact  of  a  strenuous  opposition  to  the  stamp- 

Ittke  the  ttanq>s ;  and  threaterdng  those  whoahaU  act,  I  sat  as  a  stranger  in  your  gallery  when 

Idbe  them,  to  plunder  and  murder  t][iem ;  and  the  act  was  under  consideration.    Far  from 

this  qffbir  stands  ias\\  the  provinces,  £^  uni^s  any  thing  inflammatory,  I  never  heard  a  more 

the  adL,from  its  own  nature,  enforce  itsdf,  no-  languid  debate  in  this  house.    No  more  than 

tking  but  a  very  considerable  rrdHtary  force  can  two  or  three  gentlemen,  as  I  remember,  spoke 

do  itV  against  the  act,  and  that  with  great  reserve 

It  is  remarkable,  Sir,  that  the  persons  who  and  remarkable  temper.     There  was  but  one 

formerly  trumpeted  forth  the  most  loudly,  the  division  in  the  whole  progress  of  the  bill ;  and 

violent  resolutions  of  assemblies ;  the  univer-  the  minority  did  not  reach  to  more  than  39  or 

sal  insurrections ;  the  seizing  and  burning  the  40.    In  the  house  of  lords  I  do  not  recollect 

stamped  papers ;  the  forcing  the  stamp  offi-  that  there  was  any  debate  or  division  at  all. 

cers  to  resign  their  commissions  under  the  I  am  sure  there  was  no  protest.    In  fact,  the 

gallows ;  the  rifling    and  pulling   down   the  affair  passed  with  so  very,  very  little  noise, 

booses  of  magistrates ;  and  the  expulsion  from  that  in  town  they  scarcely  knew  the  nature  of 

their  country  of  all  who  dared  to  write  or  what  you  were  doing.    The  opposition  to  the 

speak  a  sin^e  word  in  defence  of  the  powers  bill  in  England  never  could  have  done  this 

of  parliament ;  these  very  trumpeters  are  now  mischief,  because  there  scarcely  ever  was  less 

die  men  that  represent  the  whole  as  a  mere  of  opposition  to  a  bill  of  consequence. 

trifle  ;  and  dK>08e  to  date  all  the  disturbances  Sir,  the  agents  and  distributors  of  falsehoods 

from  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  which  put  an  have,   with   their   usual    industry,  circulated 

end  to  them.    Hear  your  officers  abroad,  and  another  lie  of  the  same  nature  with  the  former, 

let  them  refute  this  shameless  falsehood,  who,  It  is  this,  that  the  disturbances  arose'^^om  the 

in  all  their  correspondence,  state  the  distur-  account  which  had  been  received  in  America 

bailees  as  owing  to  their  true  causes,  the  dis-  of  the  change  in  the  ministry.    No  longer 

content  of  the  people,  from  the  taxes.    You  awed,  it  seems,  with  the  spirit  of  the  former 

have  this  evidence  in  your  own  archives — and  rulers,  they  thought  themselves  a  match  for 

it  will  give  you  complete  satisfaction ;  if  you  "'  what  our  calumniators  choose  to  qualify  by  the 

are  not  so  far  lost  to  all  parliamentary  ideas  name  of  so  feeble  a  ministry  as  succeeded. 
of  information,  as  rather  to  credit  the  lie  of    Feeble  in  one  sense  these  men  certainly  may 

the  day,  than  the  records  of  your  own  house,  be  called ;  for  with  all  their  efforts,  and  they 

Sir,  this  vermin  of  court  reporters,  when  have  made  many,  they  have  not  been  able  to 

diey  are  forced  into  day  upon  one  point,  are  resist  the  distempered  vigour,  and  insane  ala- 

sure  to  barrow  in  another ;  but  they  shall  have  crity  with  which  you  are  rushing  to  your  ruin. 

DO  refiige ;  I  will  make  them  bolt  out  of  all  But  it  does  so  happen,  that  the  falsity  of  this 

their  holes.    Conscious   tfiat  they  must  be  circulation  is  (like  the  rest)  demonstrated  by 

baffled,  when  they  attribute  a  precedent  dis-  indisputable  dates  and  records. 

tuibance  to  a  subsequent  measure,  they  take  So  little  was  the  change  known  in  America, 

other  groond,  ahnost  as  absurd,  but  very  com-  that  the  letters  of  your  govemours,  giving  an 

non  in  modem  practice,  and  very  wicked  j  account  of  these  (tisturbances  long  afler  they 
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bad  arrived  at  their  highest  pitch,  were  all  unequivocal  marka  of  acknowledgment   tad 

directed  to  ihe  old  mmittry,  and  particularly  to  gratitude.    And  to  give  him  every  advantage, 

the  Eaa-l  o/Halifax^  the  secretary  of  state  cor-  I  select  the  obnoxious  colony  of  Massachusetfi 

responding  with  the  colonies,  without  once  in  Bay,  which  at  this  time  (but  without  heariag 

the  smallest  degree  intimating  the   slightest  her)  is  so  heavily  a  culprit  befijre  parliament— 

■uspicion  of  any  ministerial  revolution  what-  I  will  select  their  {nroceedings  even  under  cu^* 

soever.     The  ministry  was  n(rt  changed  in  cumstances  of  no  small  irritation.     For,  a 

England  until  the  10th  day  of  July,  1766.    On  litde  imprudently,  I  must  say,  Govemour  Bar- 

the   14th  of  the  preceding  June,  Go^^mour  nard  mixed  in  the  administration  of  the  leni- 

Fauquier  from  Virginia   writes  thai';    and  tive  of  the  repeal  no  small  acrinoony  arising 

writes  thus  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax :  '<  Chvem-  from  matters  of  a  separate  nature.    Yet  see, 

ment  i»  set  at  defiance,  not  having  strength  Sir,  the  effect  of  that  lenitive,  though  mixed 

enough  in  her  hands  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  with  these  better  ingredients ;  and  how  this 

laws  of  the  community.    The  private  dtstresst  rugged  people  can  express  themselves  on  a 

which  every  man  feds,  increases  the  general  dis-  measure  of  concession, 

satisfaction  at  the  duties  laid  by  the  stamp-act,  "  If  it  is  not  in  our  power,^^   (say  thej  in 

which  breaks  out,  and  shews  itseff  upon  every  their  address  to  Grovemour  Bernard,)  "in» 

trifling  occasion,"     The  general  dissatisfaction  full  a  manner  as  wiU  be  expected,  to  shew  «r 

had  produced  some  time  before,  that  is,  on  the  respedfvl  gratitude  to  the  mother  country,  or  t» 

29th  of  May,   several  strong  public  resolves  make  a  dutiful  and  t^ffJectMnate  return  to  lit 

against  the  stamp- act ;  and  Uiose  resolves  are  indulgence  of  the  king  and  parliament,  it  shaii 

assigned  by  Govemour  Bernard,  as  the  cause  be  no  fcadt  of  ours ;  for  this  ux  intaul,  mi 

of  the  ingurreduma  in  Massachusett's  Bay,  in  hope  toe  shall  be  aide  fully  to  e^^" 

his  letter  of  the  15th  of  August,  still  addressed  Wouki  to  God  that  this  temper  had  been 

to  the  Earl  of  Halifax ;  and  he  continued  to  cultivated,  managed,  and  set  in  action !  other 

address  such  accounts  to  that  minister  quite  to  effects  than  those  whidi  we  have  since  felt 

the  7th  of  September  of  the  same  year.    Simi-  would  have  resulted  fr(Hn  it.    On  the  requisi- 

lar  accounts,  and  of  as  late  a  date,  were  sent  tion  for  compaisati<xi  to  those  who  had  suf- 

fipom  other  govemours,  and  all  directed  to  Lord  fercd  from  the  violence  d*  the  populace,  in 

Halifax.    Not  (me  of  these  letters  indicates  the  same  address  they  say,  "  The  reoommen- 

the  slightest  idea  of  a  change,  either  known,  da^on  enjoined  by  Mr,   Secretary  Conway** 

or  even  apprehended.  iMer,  and  in  consequence  thereof  made  to  us, 

Thus  are  blown  away  the  insect  race  of  we  will  embrace  the  Jlrst  convenient  opporhmify 

courtly  falsehoods!  thus  perish  the  miserable  to  consider  and  act  upon."    They  did  consider; 

inventions  of  the   wretched    runners   f<nr   a  they  did  act  upon  it.    They  obeyed  the  requi- 

wretched  cause,  which  they  have  fly-blown  sition.    I  know  the  mode  has  been  chicaned 

into  every  weak  and  rotten  part  of  the  country,  upon ;  but  it  was  substantially  obeyed  ;  and 

in  vain  hopes  that  when  their  maggots  had  much  better  obeyed,  than  I  fear  the  parlia- 

taken  wing,  their  importunate  buzzing  might  mentary  requisition  of  this  session  will  be, 

sound  something  like  the  public  voice !  though  enforced  by  all  your  rigour,  and  backed 

Sii^I  have  troubled  you  sufficiently  with  the  with  all  your  power.    In  a  word,  the  damages 

state  of  America  before  the  repeal.    Now  I  of  popular  fury  were  compoisated  by  legisla- 

turn   to   the   honourable  gentleman  who  so  tive   gravity.      Almost   every  other  part  of 

stoutly  challenges  us,  to  tell,  whether,  after  the  America  in  various  ways  demonstrated  their 

repeal,  the  provinces  were  quiet?    This  is  gratitude.    I  am  bold  to  say,  that  so  sudden  a 

coming  home  to  the  point.    Here  I  meet  him  calm  recovered  after  so  vident  a  st<xm  is  with- 

directly ;   and  answer  most  readily.  They  were  out  parallel  in  history.     To  say  that  no  other 

quiet.    And  I,  in  my  turn,  challenge  him  to  disturbance  should  happen  frran  any   other 

prove  when,  and  where,  and  by  whom,  and  in  cause,  is  folly.    But  as  far  as  a{x>earance8 

what  numbers,  and  with  what  violence,  the  went,  by  the  judicious  sacrifice  ^ooe  law, 

other  laws  of  trade,  as  gendemen  assert,  were  you  procured   an   acquiescence  in  all  thai 

violated  in  consequence  of  your  concession  ?  remained.      Ailer  Utaa  experience,    nobody 

or  that  even  your  other  revenue  laws  were  at-  shall  persuade  me,  when  a  whole  peo{rfe  are 

tacked  ?   but  I  quit  the  vantage  ground  on  concerned,  that  acts  of  leni^  are  not  means 

which  I  stand,  and  where  I  mig^t  leave  the  of  conciliation. 

burthen  of  the  proof  upon  him :  I  walk  down  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  haa  re- 

upon  the  open  plain,  and  undertake  to  shew,  ceived  a  fair  and  full  answer  to  his  question. 

that  they  were  not  only  quiet,  but  shewed  many  I  have  done  with  the  third  period  of  your 
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ftliey ;  dial  of  yoir  repeal ;  and  the  return  of  tehrea,  they  knew  not  how,  pigging  together, 

ytnr  ancient  syitem,  and  your  ancient  tran-  heads  and  points,  in  the  same  trodde-bed.'" 

fnU^  and  concord.    Sir,  this  period  was  not  Sir,  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement, 

W  \igi%  as  it  was  happy.    Another  scene  was  having  put  so  much  the   larger  part  of  his 

«p«ned,   and  other  actors   i^peared  on  the  enemies  and  oppoeers  into  power,  the  confu- 

it^e.    The   state,  in  the  condition  I  have  sion  was  such,  that  his  own  principles  could 

detoribed  it,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  not  possibly  have  any  effect  or  influence  in 

Lord  Chatham — a  great  and  celebrated  name ;  the  conduct  of  affairs.    If  ever  he  fell  into  a 

aoune  that  keeps  the  name  of  this  country  fit  of  the  gout,  or  if  any  other  cause  withdrew 

nipeetable  in  every  other  on  the  globe.    It  him  from  public  cares,  principles  directly  the 

my  be  truly  called,  contrary  were  sure  to  predominate.    When  he 

ntm^^  -♦  «An^.M.Kii.  « «  ha^  executed  his  plan,  he  had  not  an  inch  of 

Ciarom  ct  reneraDiie  nomen  ,        ^     .     ^     '  -_,.,       u    u  j 
Gentibus,  et  multum  nostne  quod  proderaturbi.  ground  to  stand  upon.    When  he  bad  accom- 
plished his  scheme  of  administration,  he  was 
Sir,  the  venerable  age  of  this  great  man,  no  longer  a  minister, 
his  merited  rank,  his  superiour  eloquence,  his  When  his  face  was  hid  but  for  a  moment, 
ipieadki  qualities,  his  eminent  services,  the  his  whole  system  was  <mi  a  wide  sea,  without 
mt  space  he  fills  in  the  eye  of  mankind ;  chart  or  compass.     The  gentlemen,  his  parti- 
lad,  more  than  all  the  rest,  his  fall  from  power,  cular  fi-iends,  who,  with  the  names  of  various 
viucfa,  like  death,  canonizes  and  sanctifies  a  departments  of  ministry,  were   admitted,  to 
great  diaracter,  will  not  suffer  me  to  censure  seem,  as  if  they  acted  a  part  under  him,  with 
•nj  part  of  his  conduct.    I  am  afraid  to  flatter  a  modesty  that  becomes  all  men,  and  with  a 
Ilia;  I  am  sure  I  am  not  disposed  to  blame  confidence  in  him,  which  was  justified  even  in 
him.    Let  those  who  have  betrayed  him  by  its  extravagance  by  his  superiour  abilities,  had 
their  adulation,  insult  him  with  their  malevo-  never,  in  any  instance,  presumed  upon  any 
ience.    But  what  I  do  not  presume  to  cen-  opinion  of  their  own,    E>eprived  of  his  gui- 
wre,  I  may  have  leave  to  lament.     For  a  ding  influence,  they  were  whirled  about,  the 
wise  man,  be  seemed  to  me  at  that  time,  to  be  sport  of  every  gust,  and  easily  driven  into  any 
gofemed    too  much  by  general   maxims.    I  port;  and  as  those  who  joined  with  them  in 
■peak  with  the  freedom  of  history,  and  I  hope  manning  the  vessel  were  the  most  directly  oppo- 
witboot  ofience.    One  or  two  of  these  maxims,  site  to  his  opinions,  measures,  and  character, 
flowing  from  an  opinion  not  the  most  indulgent  and  far  the  most  artful  and  most  powerful  of 
to  our  unhappy  species,  and  surely  a  litde  too  the  set,  they  easily  prevailed,  so  as  to  seize 
general,   led  him  into  measures  that   were  upon  the  vacant,  unoccupied,  and  derelict  minds 
greatly  mischievous  to  himself;  and  for  that  of  his  friends ;  and  instantly  they  turned  the 
reason,  among  others,  perfiaps  fatal   to   his  vessel  wholly  out  of  the  course  of  his  policy. 
ooontiy;  measures,  the  effects  of  which,  I  am  As  if  it  were  to  insult  as  well  as  to  betray  him, 
afraid,  are  for  ever  incurable.    He  made  an  even  long  before  the  close  o[  the  first  session 
administration,  so  checkered  and  speckled ;  of  his  administration,  when  every  thing  was 
he  pot  together  a  piece  of  joinery,  so  crossly  publicly  transacted,  and  with  great  parade,  in 
indented  and  whimsically  dove-taUed ;  a  cabi-  his  name,  they  made  an  act,  declaring  it  highly 
net   so  rariously   inlaid ;   such  a   piece  of  just  and  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in  Ame- 
diversified  Mosaic  ;  such  a  tesselated  pave-  rica.     For  even  then,  Sir,  even  before  this 
oient  without  cement ;  here  a  bit  of  black  splendid  orb  was  entirely  set,  and  while  the 
stone,  and  there  a  bit  of  white ;  patriots  and  western  horizon  was  in  a  blaze  with  hisdescend- 
ooorlters,    king's   fiiends   and    republicans  ;  ing  glory,  on  the  opposite  quarter  of  the  hea- 
whigi   and    tories  ;  treacherous   friends  and  vens  arose  another  luminary,  and,  for  his  hour, 
open   enemies :  that   it  was  indeed  a  very  became  lord  of  the  ascendant. 
coridos  show;  but  utterly  unsafe  to  touch,  Thislight  too  is  passed  and  set  for  ever.   You 
and    unsure   to  stand   on.     The   colleagues  understand,  to  be  sure,  that  I  speak  of  Charles 
whom  he  had  assorted  at  the  same  boaurds,  Townshend,  officially  the  re-producer  of  this 
stared  at  each  other,  and  were  obliged  to  ask,  fatal  scheme  ;  whom  I  cannot  oven  now  re- 
''  Sir,  your  name  ?— -Sir,  y<Hi  have  the  advan-  member  without  some  degree  of  sensibility, 
tage  of  me — Mr.  Such-a-one — I  beg  a  thou- 
sand pardons — ."    I  venture  to  say,  it  did  so  *  Supposed  to  allude  to  the  Right  Honourable 
happen,  that  personshad  a  single  oflfce  divided  Lord  North,  a..d  George  Cooke,  Esq.  who  were 
L^     .u         _a.    u  J     ^^      u    *          u  made  joint  paymasters  m  the  summer  or  1760, 
between  them,  who  had  never  spoke  to  each  ^^  j^g  removal  of  the  Rockingham  administra- 
c/lher  in  their  Uvea;  until  they  (bund  them-  tk>n. 
Vol.  I.— 14 
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In  truth,  Sir,  he  was  the  delight  and  ornament  ^eresoever  she  appeared ;   but  he  paid  bif 
of  thia  house,  and  the  charm  of  every  private  particular  devoticms  to  her  in  her  fiivoorits 
■ocie^  which  he  honoured  with  his  presence,  habitation,  in  her  chosen  temple,  the  house  of  |^ 
Perhaps  there  never  arose  in  this  country,  nor  commons.    Besides  the  characters  of  the  mdi-  E 
in  any  country,  a  man  of  a  more  pointed  and  viduals  that  compose  our  body,  it  is  impossible, 
finished  wit ;  and  (where  his  passions  were  not  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  observe,  that  tlus  house 
ccmcemed)  of  a  more  refined,  exquisite,  and  has  a  collective  character  of  its  own.    That 
penetrating  judgment.    If  he  had  not  so  great  a  character  too,  however  imperfect,  is  notim- 
■tock,  as  some  have  had  who  flourished  for-  amiable.     Like  all  great  public  coUectioBS  of 
merly,  of  knowledge  long  treasured  up,  he  knew  men,  you  possess  a  marked  love  of  virtue,  an) 
better  by  far,  than  any  man  I  ever  was  ao  an  abhorrence  of  vice.     But  among  vices, 
quainted  with,  how  to  bring  together  within  a  there  is  none,  which  the  house  abhors  in  the 
riiort  time,  all  that  was  necessary  to  establish,  same  degree  with  obtUnacsf.    Obstinacy,  Sir, 
to  illustrate,  and  to  decorate  that  side  <^  the  is  certainly  a  great  vice ;  and  in  the  change&I 
question  he  supported.    He  stated  his  matter  state  dF  political  afiairs  it  is  firequently  the 
skilfully  and  powerfully.    He  particularly  ex-  cause  of  great  mischief.    It  happens,  however, 
celled  in  a  most  luminous  explanation,  and  dis-  very  unfortunately,  that  almost  the  whde  Une 
play  of  his  subject.    His  style  of  argument  of  the  great  and  masculine  virtues,  constancy, 
was  neither  trite  and  vulgar,  nor  subtle  and  gravity,  magnanimity,  fortitude,  fidelity,  and 
abstruse.    He  hit  the  house  just  between  wind  fimmess,  are  closely  allied  to  this  disagreeable 
and  water. — ^And  not  being  trouUed  with  too  quality,  of  which  you  have  sor  just  an  abbor- 
anxious  a  zeal  for  any  matter  in  question,  he  was  rence;  and  in  their  excess,  all  these  virtues 
never  more  tedious,  nor  more  earnest,  than  the  very  easily  fall  into  it.    He,  who  paid  such  a 
preconceived  opinions,  and  present  temper  of  punctilious  attention  to  all  your  feelings,  cer-      ^ 
his  hearers  required ;  to  whom  he  was  always  tainly  took  care  not  to  shock  them  by  that  vice 
in  perfect  unison.    He  c(Miformed  exactly  to  the  which  is  the  most  disgustful  to  you. 
temper  d*  the  house ;  and  he  seemed  to  guide.         That  fear  of  displeasing  those  who  oaght 
because  he  was  always  sure  to  follow  it.  most  to  be  pleased,  betrayed  him  sometimes 
I  beg  pardrai.  Sir,  if,  when  I  ^>eak  of  this  into  the  other  extreme.    He  had  voted,  and  in 
and  of  other  great  men,  I  appear  to  digress  in  the  year  1765,  had  been  an  advocate  for  the 
saying  something  of  their  characters.    In  this  stamp-act.  Things  and  the  disposition  of  men^s 
eventful  history  of  the  revolutiims  of  America,  minds  were  changed.    In  sh<nl,  the  stamp-act 
the  characters  of  such  men  are  of  much  impor-  began  to  be  no  favourite  in  this  house.    He 
tance.      Great  men  are  the  guide-posts  and  therefore  attended  at  the  private  meeting,  in 
land-marks  in  the  state.    The  credit  of  such  \  which  the  resolutions  moved  by  a  ri^t  honour- 
men  at  court,  or  in  the  nation,  is  the  sole  caus6  able  gentleman  were  settled ;  resolutions  lead- 
of  all  the  public  measures.    It  would  be  an  ing  to  the  repeal.    The  next  day  he  voted  for 
invidious  thing,  (most  foreign,  I  trust,  to  what  that  repeal ;  and  he  would  have  spoken  fer  it 
you  think  my  dispositi(xi,)  to  remark  the  errours  too,  if  an  iUness,  (not  as  was  then  given  out, 
into  which  the  authority  of  great  names  has  a  political,)  but  to  my  knowledge,  a  very  real 
brought  the  nati(Hi,  without  doing  justice  at  the  illness,  had  not  prevented  it. 
same  time  to  the  great  qualities,  whence  that         The  very  next  sessi(»i,  as  the  fashion  of  this 
authority  arose.     The  subject  is  instructive  to  world  passeth  away,  the  repeal  began  to  be  in 
those  who  wish  to  form  themselves  on  whatever  as  bad  an  odour  in  this  house  as  the  stamp-act 
of  excellence  has  gone  befcHre  them.    There  are  had  been  in  the  session  before.    To  conform 
*  many  young  members  in  the  bouse  (such  of  late  to  the  temper  which  began  to  prevail,  and  to 
has  been  the  rapid  successicn  of  public  men)  prevail  mostly  among  those  most  in  power,  be 
whenever  saw  that  prodigy  Charles  Town-  declared,  very  early  in  the  winter,  that  a  revenue 
shend  ;  nor  <^  course  know  what  a  ferment  he  must  be  bad  out  of  America.    Instantly  he 
was  able  to  excite  in  every  thing  by  the  violent  was  tied  down  to  his  engagements  by  some, 
ebullition  <^  his  mixed  virtues  and  failings,  who  had   no  objection  to  such  experiments, 
For  fellings  he  had  undoubtedly— ^uany  of  us  when  made  at  the  cost  of  persons  for  whom 
remember  them ;  we  are  this  day  considering  they  had  no  particular  regard.   The  whole  body 
the  effect  of  them.    But  he  hsid  no  failings  of  courtiers  drove  him  onward.    They  always 
which  were  not  owing  to  a  noble  cause ;  to  an  talked  as  if  the  king  stood  in  a  sort  oF  humili- 
ardent,  generous,  perhaps  an  immoderate  pas-  ated  state,  until  something  of  the  kind  should 
sion  for  feme ;  a  passion  which  is  the  instinct  of  be  done, 
all  great  souls.    He  worshipped  that  goddess        Here  this  extraordinary  man,  then  chancel- 
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\at  of  the  exchequer,  found  himself  in  great  he  received  delight,  in  the  clouds  of  it,  which 
rtraits.  To  please  universally  was  the  object  daily  rose  about  him  from  the  prodigal  super- 
«f  his  life ;  but  to  tax  and  to  please,  no  more  stiticm  of  innumerable  admirers.  He  was  a 
ftan  to  love  and  to  be  wise,  is  not  given  to  men.  candidate  for  contradictory  honours ;  and  hii< 
However  he  attempted  it.  To  render  the  tax  great  aim  was  to  make  those  agree  in  admira- 
piktable  to  the  partisans  of  American  revenue,  tion  of  him  who  never  agreed  in  any  thing  else, 
he  made  a  preamble  stating  the  necessity  of  Hence  arose  this  unfortunate  act,  the  subject 
nch  a  revenue.  To  close  with  the  American  of  this  day's  debate ;  from  a  disposition  which, 
dkinction,  this  revenue  was  external  or  port-  after  making  an  American  revenue  to  please 
dniy ;  but  again,  to  soften  it  to  the  other  party,  one,  repealed  it  to  please  others,  and  again  re- 
it  was  a  duty  of  supply.  To  gratify  the  cobh  vived  it  in  hopes  of  pleasing  a  third,  and  of 
Mb,  it  was  laid  cm  British  manufactures ;  to  catching  something  in  the  ideas  of  all. 
aMisfy  the  merchants  of  Britain^  the  duty  was  This  revenue  act  of  1767,  formed  the  fourth 
tivia],  and  (except  that  on  tea,  which  touched  period  of  American  policy.  How  we  have  fared 
QBiy  die  devoted  East  India  company)  on  none  since  then — ^what  woful  variety  of  schemes  have 
of  the  grand  objects  of  commerce.  Tocoun-  been  adopted;  what  enforcing,  and  what  re- 
tarwwk  the  American  contraband,  the  duty  on  pealing ;  what  bullying,  and  what  submitting ; 
ttt  was  reduced  from  a  shilling  to  three-pence,  what  doing,  and  undoing ;  what  straining,  and 
Bat  to  secure  the  &vour  of  those  who  would  what  relaxing ;  what  assemblies  dissolvcKi  for 
4x  America,  the  scene  of  collection  was  not  obeying,  and  called  again  without  obedi- 
dianged,  and,  with  the  rest,  it  was  levied  in  ence ;  what  troops  sent  out  to  quell  resistance, 
the  colonies.  What  need  I  say  more  ?  TBis  and  on  meeting  that  resistance,  recalled ;  what 
fiDe-spon  sdieme  had  the  usual  fate  of  all  exqui-  shif\ings,  and  changes,  and  jumblings  of  all 
lite  policy.  But  the  original  plan  of  the  duties,  kinds  of  men  at  home,  which  lefl  no  possibility 
and  the  tnode  of  executing  that  plan,  both  arose  of  order,  consistency,  vigour,  or  even  so  much 
aingly  and  solely  from  a  love  of  our  applause,  as  a  decent  uni^  of  colour  in  any  one  public 
He  was  truly  the  child  of  the  house.  He  measure. — It  is  a  tedious,  irksome  task.  My 
never  thought,  did,  or  said  any  thing,  but  with  duty  may  call  me  to  open  it  out  some  other 
a  view  to  you.  He  every  day  adapted  himself  time  ;*  on  a  former  occasion  I  tried  your  tem- 
lo  your  disposition ;  and  adjusted  himself  be-  per  on  a  part  of  it^  for  the  present  I  shall  forbear. 
fare  it  as  at  a  looking-glass.  After  all  these  changes  and  agitations,  your 
He  had  observed  (indeed  it  could  not  escape  immediate  situation  upon  the  question  on  yoiv 
him)  that  several  persons,  infinitely  his  infe-  paper  is  at  length  brought  to  this.  You  have 
riotors  in  aU  respects,  had  formerly  rendered  an  act  of  parliament,  stating,  that ''  it  is  expe^ 
themselves  considerable  in  this  house  by  one  <2ten/  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America."  By  a 
■Kthod  akme.  They  were  a  race  of  men,  partial  repeal  you  annihilated  the  greatest  part 
(I  \xifpe  in  God  the  species  is  extinct,)  who,  of  that  revenue,  which  this  preamble  declares 
when  they  rose  in  their  place,  no  man  living  to  be  so  expedient.  You  have  substituted  no 
coidd  divine,  from  any  known  adherence  to  other  in  the  place  of  it.  A  secretary  of  state 
parties,  to  opinions,  <x  to  principles ;  from  any  has  disclaimed,  in  the  king's  name,  all  thoughts 
order  or  system  in  their  politics  ;  or  from  of  such  a  substitution  in  future.  The  princi- 
any  sequel  or  connection  in  their  ideas,  what  pie  of  this  disclaimer  goes  to  what  has  been 
part  they  were  going  to  take  in  any  debate,  left,  as  well  as  what  has  been  repealed.  The 
It  is  astonishing  how  much  this  uncertainty,  tax  which  lingers  after  its  companions,  (under 
especially  at  critical  times,  called  the  atten-  a  preamble  declaring  an  American  revenue 
tioa  of  aQ  parties  on  such  men.  AU  eyes  expedient,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  support- 
were  fixed  on  them,  all  ears  open  to  hear  them ;  ing  the  theory  of  that  preamble,)  militates  with 
each  party  gaped,  and  looked  alternately  for  the  assurance  authentically  conveyed  to  the 
their  vote,  almost  to  the  end  of  their  speeches,  colonies  ;  and  is  an  exhaustless  source  of  jea- 
While  the  house  hung  in  this  uncertainty,  lousy  and  animosity.  On  this  state,  which  I 
now  the  ftear-fdms  rose  from  this  side — now  take  to  be  a  fair  one ;  not  being  able  to  disn. 
they  rebellowed  from  the  other  ;  and  that  party  cem  any  grounds  of  honour,  advantage,  peace, 
to  whom  they  fell  at  length  from  their  tremu-  or  power,  for  adhering,  either  to  the  act  or  to 
lous  and  dancing  balance,  always  received  the  preamble,  I  shall  vote  for  the  question  which 
them  in  a  tempest  of  applause.  The  fortune  leads  to  the  repeal  of  both. 
of  such  men  was  a  temptation  too  great  to  be  If  you  do  not  fall  in  with  this  motion,  then, 
resisted  by  one,  to  whom,  a  single  whiff  of  in- 
withheld  gave  much  greater  pain«  than  *  Resolutions  in  May  1770« 
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secure  something  to  6ght  fbr,  consistent  in  able  gentleman^  for  the  repeal,  could  goto 

theory  and  valuable  in  practice.    IT  jou  must  America  without  the  attendance  o£  the  penal 

employ  your  strength,  employ  it  to  uphold  you  bills.    Alone  I  could  almost  answer  for  its  soe- 

in  some  honourable  right,  or  some  profitable  cess.    I  cannot  be  certain  of  its  reception  in 

wrong.    If  you  are  apprehensive  that  the  con-  the  bad  company  it  may  keep.    In  such  he(»* 

cession  recommended  to  you,  though  proper,  rogeneous  assortments,  the  roost  innocent  pe^ 

should  be  a  means  of  drawing  on  you  further  but  son  will  lose  the  effect  ofhis  innocency .  Thou^ 

unreasonable  claims, — why  then  employ  your  you  should  send  out  this  angel  of  peace,  yet  you 

force  in  supporting  that  reasonable  concession  are  sending  out  a  destroyii^  angei  too;  and 

against  those  unreasonable  demands.    You  will  what  would  be  the  effect  o^  tl^  conflict  of  thes9 

employ  it  with  more  grace  ;  with  better  effect ;  two  adverse  spirits,  or  which  would  predomi- 

and  with  great  probable  concurrence  of  all  the  nate  in  the  end,  is  what  I  dare  not  say :  wfae- 

quiet  and  rational  people  in  the  provinces ;  who  ther  the  lenient  measures  would  cause  Araeri- 

are  now  united  with,  and  hurried  away  by,  can  passion  to  subside,  or  the  severe  would  iof 

the  violent ;  having  indeed  differeiU  disposi-  crease  its  fury — All  this  is  in  the  hand  of  Pro> 

tions,  but  a  common  interest.    If  you  appro-  vidcnce ;  yet  now,  even  now,  I  should  ccmfide 

head  that  on  a  concession  you  shall  be  pushed  in  the  prevailing  virtue,  and  efficacious  opera> 

by  metaphysical  process  to  the  extreme  lines,  tion  of  lenity,  though  working  in  darkness,  and 

and  argued  out  of  your  whole  authority,  my  in  chaos,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  unnatural  and 


advice  is  this ;  when  you  have  recovered  your  turbid  combination.    I  should  h<^  it 

old,  your  strong,  your  tenable   position,  then  produce  order  and  beauty  in  the  end. 

face  about — stop  short — do  nothing  more — rea-  Let  us,  Sir,  embrace  some  system  (x  otb» 

son  not  at  all— oppose  the  ancient  policy  and  before  we  end  thb  sessioo.    Do  you  mean  to 

practice  of  the  en^)ire,  as  a  rampart  against  tax  America,  and  tadrawa  productive  revenue 

the  speculations  of  innovators  on  both  sides  of  fi-om  thence  ?    If  you  do,  speak  out :  name, 

Uie  question;  and  you  will  stand  on  great,  fix,  ascertain  this  revenue ;  settle  its  quantity; 

manly,  and  sure  ground.    On  this  solid  basis  define  its  objects;  provide  for   its  cdlectioa; 

fix  your  machines,  and  they  will  draw  worlds  and  then  fight  when  you  have  something  to  fight 

towards  you.  for.    If  you  nuirder — ^rob ;  if  you  kUl,  take 

Your  ministers,  in  their  own  and  his  majes*  possession :  and  do  not  appear  ia  the  character 
ty's  name,  have  already  adopted  the  American  of  madmen,  as  well  as  assassins,  violent,  vin- 
distinction  of  internal  and  external  duties.  It  dictive,  tioody,  and  tyrannical,  without  an  ob> 
is  a  distinction,  whatever  merit  it  may  have,  ject.  But  may  better  counsels  gufde  you  I 
that  was  originally  moved  by  the  Americans  Again,  and  again,  revert  to  your  old  princi- 
themselves ;  and  I  think  they  will  acquiesce  in  pies — seek  peace  and  ensure  it-^eave  America, 
it,  if  they  are  not  pushed  with  too  mudi  logic  if  she  has  taxable  matter  in  her,  to  tax  herself, 
and  too  little  sense,  in  all  the  consequences.  I  am  not  here  going  into,  the  distinctions  of 
That  is,  if  external  taxation  be  understood,  as  rights,  nor  attempting  to  mark  their  boundaries, 
they  and  you  understand  it,  when  you  please,  I  do  not  enter  into  these  metaphysical  distino 
to  be  not  a  distinction  o(  geography,  but  of  po-  tions  ;  I  hate  the  very  sound  oftl^m.  Leave 
licy  ;  that  it  is  a  power  for  regulating  trade,  the  Americans  as  they  anciently  stood,  and 
and  not  for  supporting  establishments.  The  these  distinctions,  bom  of  our  unhappy  contest, 
distinction,  whidi  is  as  nothing  with  regard  to  will  die  along  with  it.  They  and  we,  and 
right,  is  of  most  weighty  consideration  in  prac-  their  and  our  ancest(N^,  have  been  happy  under 
tice.  Recover  your  old  ground,  and  your  old  that  system.  Let  the  memory  of  all  actions, 
tranquillity— 4ry  it — I  am  persuaded  the  Ameri-  in  contradicticm  to  that  good  old  mode,  on  both 
cans  will  compromise  with  you.  When  confi-  sides,  be  extinguished  for  ever.  Be  content 
dence  is  once  restored,  the  odious  and  suspi-  to  bind  America  by  laws  of  trade ;  you  have 
cious  surnnmm  jus  will  perish  of  course.  The  always  done  it.  Let  this  be  your  reason  for 
spirit  of  practicability,  of  moderation,  and  mu-  binding  their  trade.  Do  not  burthen  them  by 
tual  convenience,  will  never  call  in  geometrical  taxes ;  you  were  not  used  to  do  so  from  the  be- 
exactness  as  the  arbitrator  of  an  amicable  set-  ginning.  Let  this  be  your  reascm  for  not  taxing, 
tlement.  Consult  and  follow  your  experience.  These  are  the  arguments  of  states  and  king- 
Let  not  the  long  story  with  which  I  have  exer*  doms.  Leave  the  rest  to  the  schools  ;  for 
cised  your  patience,  prove  firuitless  to  your  in-  there  only  they  may  be  discussed  with  safety. 
Crests.  But  if,  intemperately,  unwisely,  &tally,  you 

^or  my  part,  I  should  choose  (if  I  couM  have 

my  wUih)  that  the  prc^XNUticm  of  the  honour-  ♦  Mr.  Fuller. 
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Sophisticate  and  poison  the  very  soorce  of  go-  the  doagh  of  slavery,  which  we  are  not  able  to 

Ternment,  by  urgmg  subtle  dedactions,  and  coo-  work  on,  to  serve  them  for  their  freedom  ? 

seqaences  odious  to  those  you  govern,  from  the  If  this  be  the  case,  ask  yourselves   this 

vmlimited  and  illimitable  nature  of  supreme  so-  question,  Will  they  be  content  in  such  a  state 

vereignty,  you  wiU  teach  them  by  these  means  of  slavery  ?    If  not,  look  to  the  consequences. 

to  call  that  sovereignty  itself  in  question.  When  Reflect  how  you  are  to  govern  a  people,  viho 

you  drive  him  hard,  the  boar  will  surely  turn  think  they  ought  to  be  free,  and  tliink  they 

upon  the  hunters.    H*  that  sovereignty  and  theit  are  not    Tour  scheme  yields  no  revenue;  it 

Ireedom  cannot  be  reconciled,  which  will  they  yields   nothing  but  discontent,  disorder,  dis- 

take?    They  wffl  cast  your  sovereignty  hi  yonr  obedience;  and  such  is  the  state  of  America, 

face.    No  body  will  be  argued  into  slavery,  tiiat  after  wading  up  to  your  eyes  in  blood, 

Sir,  let  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  cafl  you  could  only  end  just  where  you  begun ;  that 

l<Mth  aS  their  abili^ ;  let  the  best  of  them  get  is,  to  tax  where  no  revenue  is  to  be  found,  to — 

up,  and  tell  me,  what  one  character  of  liberty  ttiy  voice  ^s  me ;  my  inclination  indeed  carries 

tiie  Americans  have,  and  what  one  brand  of  me  no  further — all  is  confusion  beyond  it. 

slavery  they  are  free  from,  if  they  are  bound  W'ell,  Sir,  I  have  recovered  a  little,  and 

in  their  property  and  industry,  by  all  the  re^  before  I  sit  down  I  must  say  something  to 

straints  you  can  imagine  en  commerce,  and  at  another  point  with  which  gentlemen  urge  us. 

the  same  time  are  made  packhorses  of  every  What  is  to  become  of  the  declaratory  act 

tax  you  choose  to  impose,  wi^ut  the  least  asserting  the  entireness  of  British  legislative 

share  in  granting  ihtm.    When  they  bear  the  authority,  if  we  abandon  die  practice  of  taxa- 

Irarthens  of  unlirailed  monopoly,  will  you  bring  tion  ? 

them  to  bear  the  burthens  of  unlimited  revenue  For  my  part  I  look  upon  the  rights  stated  in 

too  ?    The  Englishman  in  America  will  feel  ^at  act,  exactly  in  the  inanner  in  which  T 

that  this  is  slavery — that  it  is  legal  slavery,  wifl  vreWed  them  on  its  very  first  proposition,  and 

be  no  cempensation,  either  to  his  feelings  or  which  I  have  often  taken  the  libertjr,  with  great 

his  uad^standing.  humility,  to  lay  befwe  you.    I  look,  I  say,  on 

A  noble  lord,*  who  spoke  some  time  ago,  the  imperial  rights  of  Ghreat  Britain,  and  the 

is  full  clC  the  fire  of  ingenuous  yotrth;  uid  privileges  whidh  the  colonists  ought  to  enjoy 

when  he  has  mOdefied  the  ideas  of  a  lively  under  Uiese  rights,  to  be  just  the  most  recon- 

imagination  by  further  experience,  he  will  be  cileable  things  in  the  world.    The  parliament 

an  ornament  to  hn  country  in  either  house,  of  Gh'eat  Britain  sits  at  the  head  of  her  exten- 

He  has  said,  that  the  Americans  are  our  chil-  sive  empire  in  two  capacities :  one  as  the 

dren,  and  how  can  they  revolt  against  their  local  legislature  of  this  i^and,  providing  for 

parent?    He  says,  that  if  they  are  not  free  in  all  things  at  home,  immediately,  and  by  no 

their  present  state,  England  is  not  free ;  be-  other  instrument  ^an  the  executive  power. — 

cause  Manchester,   and    other   considerable  The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobl^  (Capacity,  is 

plat«s,   are  not  represented.    So   then,  be-  what  I  caU  her  t7Rpma/ d^otiler  ,*  in  which,  as 

cause  some  towns  in  England  are  not  repr&-  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  she  superintends  aH 

sented,  America  is  to  have  no  representative  the  several  inferiour  legislatures,  and  guides, 

at  aO.    They  are  **  our  Children  f*  but  when  and  controols  Uiein  all  wi^oot  annihilating 

children  ask  for  bread,  we  are  not  to  give  a  any.    As  all  these  provincial  legislatures  are 

stone.    Is  it  because  the  natural  resistance  of  only  co-ordinate  to  each  other,  diey  oug^t  tJl 

things,   and    the  various  mutations  of  time,  to  be  subordinate  to  her ;  else  diey  can  neither 

hinders  our  government,  or  any  scheme  ox  preserve   mutual  peace,  nor  hope  for  mutual 

government,  from  being  any  more  than  a  sort  justice,  nor   effectually  afford  mutual  assis- 

of  approximation  to  the  right,  is  it  therefore  tance.  It  is  necessary  to  coerce  the  negligent, 

that  the  colonies  are  to  recede  from  it  infi-  to  restrain  Ae  violent,  and  to  aid  the  weak  and 

mtely  ?     When  this  child  olt  ours  wishes  to  deficient,  by  the  overruling  plenitude  of  her 

assimilate  to  its  parent,  and  to  reflect  with  a  power.    She  is  never  to  intrude  into  the  place 

true  filial  resemblance  the  beauteous  counte-  of  the  others,  whilst  they  are  equal  to  the  com- 

nance  of  British  liberty;  are  we  to  turn  to  mon  ends  of  their  institution.    But  in  order  to 

them  the  shameful  parts  of  our  constituticil  ?  enable  parliament  to  answer  all  these  ends  of 

are  we  to  give  them  our  weakness  (or  their  provident  and  beneficent  superintendence,  her 

strength  ?  our  qyprobrium  for  theit  glory ;  and  powers  must  be  boundless.      The  gentlemen 

who  think  the  powers  c/t  parliament  limited, 

*  Lord  Carmarthan*  may  please  themsielvea  to  taJk  of  requisHions, 
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But  suppose  the  requisitions  are  not  obeyed  ?  miDion  of  free  grants  since  the  peace.    I  thiol 

What !     Shall  there  be  no  reserved  power  in  we  have  lost  a  great  deal  more ;  and  that  those 

the  empire,  to  supply  a  deficiency  which  may  who  look  for  a  revenue  from  the  provmces, 

weaken,  divide,    and   dissipate   the    whole  ?  never  could  have  pursued,  even  in  that  light,  a 

We    are  engaged  in  war — the  secretary  of  course  more  directly  repugnant  to  their  pw 

state  calls  upon  the  colonies  to  contribute —  poses. 

8ome**would  do  it,  I  think  most  would  cheer-  Now,  Sir,  I  trust  I  have  shewn,  first  on  that 

fully  furnish  whatever  is  demanded— one  or  narrow  ground  which  the  honourable  genderoan 

two,  suppose,  hang  back,  and,  easing  them-  measured^  that  you  are  like  to  lose  nothing  by 

selves,  let  the  stress  of  the  drail  lie  on  the  complying  with  the  motion,  except  what  you 

others— surely    it  is    proper,  that   some  au-  have  lost  already.    I  have  shewn  aflerwards, 

thority  might  legally  say — "  Tax  yourselves  that  in  time  of  peace  you  flourished  in  com- 

for  the  common  supply,  or  parliament  will  do  merce,  and  when  war  required  it,  had  suffi* 

it  for  you."     This  bKackwardness  was,  as  I  am  cient  aid  firom  the  colcmies,  while  you  pursued 

told,   actually  the   case  of  Pennsylvania  for  your  ancient  policy ;  that  you  threw  every  thing 

some  short  time  towards  the  beginning  of  the  into  confusion  when  you  made  the  stamp  act ; 

last  war,  owing  to  some  internal  dissensicms  in  and  that  you  restored  every  thing  to  peace 

the  colony.     But,  whether  the  fact  were  so,  and   order  when  you  repealed   it.     I  have 

or  otherwise,  the  case  is  equally   to  be  pro-  shewn  that  the  revival  of  the  system  of  taxa- 

vided   for  by  a  competent  sovereign  power,  tion  has  produced  the  very  worst  effects ;  and 

But  then  this  ought  to  be  no  ordinary  power ;  that  the  partial  repeal  has  produced,  not  pa^ 

nor  ever  used  in  the  first  instance.    This  is  tial  good,  but  universal  evil.    Let  Uiese  con- 

what  I  meant,  when  I  have  said  at  various  siderati(»is,  founded  on  facts,  not  one  of  which 

times,  that  I  consider  the  power  of  taxing  in  can  be  denied,  bring  us  back  to  our  reason  by 

parliament   as  an  instrument  of  empire,  and  the  road  of  our  experience, 

not  as  a  means  of  supply.                      ^  I  cannot,  as  I  have  said,  answer  for  mixed 

Such,  Sir,  is  my  idea  of  the  constitution  of  measures;  but  surely  this  mixture  of  lenity 

the  British  empire,  as  distinguished  Grom  the  would  give  the  whole  a  better  chance  of  suc- 

constitution  of  Britain ;  and  on  these  grounds  cess.    When  you  once  regain  confidence,  the 

I  think  subordination  and  liberty  may  be  suffi-  way  will  be  clear  before  3rou.     Then  you  may 

ciently  reconciled  through  the  whole ;  whether  enforce  the  act  of  navigation  when  it  ought  to 

to  serve  a  refining  speculatist,  or  a  factious  be  enforced.     You  wUl    yourselves  apesa  it 

demagogue,  I  know  not ;  but  enough  surely  for  where   it  ought  still  further  to  be  c^ned. 

the  ease  and  happiness  of  man.  Proceed  in  what  you  do,  whatever  you  do, 

Sir,  whilst  we  held  this  happy  course,  we  from  policy,  and  not  from  rancour.    Let  us 

drew  more  from  the  colonies  than  all  the  im-  act  like  men,  let  us  act  like  statesm^i.  Let  ufl 

potent  violence  of  despotism  ever  could  extort  bold  some  sort  of  consistent  cooduct. — ^It  is 

from  them.    We  did  this  abundantly  in  the  agreed  that  a  revenue  is  not  to  be  had  in  Ameri- 

last  war.    It  has  never  been  once  denied — ^and  ca.     If  we  lose  the  profit,  let  us  get  rid  <tf  the 

what  reason  have  we  to  imagine  that  the  colo-  ndium. 

nies  would  not  have  proceeded  in  supplying  On  this  business  of  America,  I  confess  I  am 

government  as  liberally,  if  you  had  not  step-  serious,  even  to  sadness.    I  have  had  but  one 

ped  in  and  hindered  them  from  contributing,  opinion  concerning  it  since  I  sat,  and  before  I 

by  interrupting  the  channel  in  which  their  sat  in  parliament.    The  noUe  lord*  will,  as 

liberality  flowed  with  so  strcMog  a  course ;  by  usual,  probably,  attribute  the  part  taken  by  me 

attempting  to  take,  instead  of  being  satisfied  and  my  friends  in  this  business,  to  a  desire  of 

to  receive  ?    Sir  William  Temple  sajrs,  that  getting  his  places.    Let  him  enjoy  this  happy 

Holland  has  loaded  itself  with  ten  times  the  and  original  idea.    If  I  deprivwl  him  of  it,  I 

impositions  which  it  revolted   from    Spain,  should  take  away  most  of  his  wit,  and  all  his 

rather  than   submit  to.    He  says  true.    Ty-  argument.    But  I  had  rather  bear  the  brunt  of 

ranny  is  a  poor  provider.    It  knows  neither  all  his  wit;  and  indeed  blows  much  heavier, 

how  to  accumulate,  nor  how  to  extract.  than  stand  answerable  to  God  for  embracing  a 

I  charge  therefore  to  this  new  and  unf^tu-  system  that  tends  to  the  destruction  of  scxne  of 

nate  system  the  loss  not  only  of  peace,  of  the  very  best  and  fairest  of  his  works.    But  I 

union,  and  of  commerce,  but  even  of  revenue,  know  the  map  of  England,  as  well  as  the  noble 
which  its  friends  are  contending  for.— It  is 

morally  certain,  that  we  have  lost  at  least  a  *  Lord  North. 
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Vwd,  or  as  any  other  person ;  and  I  know  that  the  same  road  together ;  whoever  may  acc<Mn- 
tite  way  I  take  is  not  the  road  to  preferment,  pany  us,  or  whoever  may  laugh  at  us  on  our 
My  excellent  and  h(»iourable  friend  under  me  journey !  I  h(»iestly  and  solemnly  declare, 
tm  the  floor,*  has  trod  diat  road  with  great  toil  I  have  in  all  seasons  adhered  to  the  sys- 
ftr  upwards  of  twenty  years  together.  He  is  tem  of  1766,  for  no  other  reason,  than  that  I 
■ot  yet  arrived  at  the  noble  lord's  destination,  think  it  laid  deep  in  your  truest  interests — 
However,  the  tracks  of  my  worthy  friend  are  and  that,  by  limiting  the  exercise,  it  fixes  on 
tbose  T  have  ever  wished  to  foilow;  because  I  the  firmest  foundations,  a  real,  consistent,  well- 
know  Uiey  lead  to  honour.  Long  may  we  tread  grounded  authority  in  parliament.    Until  you 

come  back  to  that  system,  diere  wiU  be  no 

*  Mr.  DowdeswelL  peace  for  England. 


MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECHES 

ON  fflS  ARRIVAL  AT  BRISTOL,   AND  AT  THE   CON- 
CLUSION OF  THE  POLL.     1774, 


EDITOR'S  ADVERTISEMENT.  Clare  declined;  and  a  considerable  body  of 

gentlemen,  who  had  wished  that  the  city  of 

We  believe  there  is  no  need  of  an  apology  Bristol  should,  at  this  critical  season,  be  repre- 

to  the  public  for  offering  to  them  any  genuine  sented  by  scnne  gentleman  of  tried  abilities  and 

speeches  of  Mr.  Burke :  the  two  contained  in  known  commercial  knowledge,    immediately 

this  publication  imdoubtedly  are  so.  The  gene-  put  Mr.  Burke  in  nomination.     Some  of  them 

nl  approbation  they  met  with  (as  we  hear)  set  off  express  for  London  to  apprise  that 

from  sill  parties  at  Bristol,  persuades  us  that  a  gentleman  of  this  event;  but  he  was  gone  to 

good  edition  of  them  will  not  be  unacceptable  Malton  in  Yoricshire.    The  spirit  and  active 

in  London :   which  we  own  to  be  the  induce-  zeal  of  these  gentlemen  followed  him  to  Mal- 

ment,  and  we  hope  is  a  justification  of  our  ton.  They  arrived  there  just  after  Mr.  Burke's 

offering  it.  election  for  that  place,  and  invited  him  to 

We  do  not  presume  to  descant  on  the  merit  Bristol. 
of  these  Speeches ;  but  as  it  is  no  less  new,  Mr.  Burke,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  first  Speech, 
tfum  booour8d>le,  to  find  a  pc^ular  candidate,  acquainted  his  constituents  with  the  h<MiouraUe 
at  a  popular  election,  daring  to  avow  his  dis-  ofier  that  was  made  him ;  and,  with  their  con- 
sent to  certain  points  that  have  been  considered  sent,  he  immediately  set  off  for  Bristol  on  the 
as  very  pqwilar  objects,  and  maintaining  him-  Tuesday  at  six  in  ^e  evening ;  he  arrived  at 
t^oD  the  manly  confidence  ofhis  own  opinion;  Bristol  at  half  past  two  in  the  afternoon  on 
so,  we  must  say,  that  it  does  great  credit  to  Thursday  the  ISth  of  October,  being  the  sixth 
the  pe<^le  of  England,  as  it  proves  to  the  world,  day  of  the  poll. 

Aal,  to  insure  their  confidence,  it  is  not  neces-  He  drove  directly  to  the  mayor's  house,  who 
sary  to  flatter  them,  or  to  affect  a  subserviency  not  being  at  home,  he  proceeded  to  the  Guiki- 
to  Uieir  passions  or  their  prejudices.  hall,  where  he  ascended  the  hustings,  and  ha- 
lt may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  at  the  ving  saluted  the  electors,  the  sheriffs,  and  the 
opening  of  the  poll  the  candidates  were  Lord  two  candidates,  he  reposed  himself  for  a  few 
Clare,  Mr.  Brickdale,  the  two  last  members ;  minutes,  and  then  addressed  the  electors  in  a 
and  Mr.  Gruger,  &  considerable  merchant  at  speech  which  was  received  with  great  and  uni- 
Rristot    On  the  second  day  of  the  poll  Lord  versal  applause  and  approbation. 
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MR.    BURKE'S    SPEECH    ON   HIS  America,  as  well  ntxvm,     I  never  mean  tm 

ARRIVAL  AT  BRISTOL.  depart  from  it,  whatever  may  be  lost  by  it     t 

avow  it.    The  forfeiture  even  of  your  &vo«r) 

OEiiTLEBfEN,  ifby  such  a  declaration  I  could  forfeit  it,  thou^ 

I  AM  come  hither  to  solicit  in  persoo,  that  the  first  object  of  my  ambition,  never  will  maks 

favour  which  my  friends  have  hitherto  endea-  me  disguise  my  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
voured  to  procure  for  me,  by  the  most  obliging,         But, — ^I  have  ever  had  a  clear  opinion^  and 

and  to  me  the  most  honourable,  exertions.  have  ever  held  a  constant  corresponding  con* 

I  have  so  high  an  opinion  of  the  great  trust  duct,  that  this  superiority  is  consistent  with  aH 

which  you  have  to  confer  on  this  occasioo;  the  liberties  a  sober  and  spirited  American  ou^t 

and,  by  long  experience,  so  just  a  diffidence  in  to  desire.    I  never  mean  to  put  any  colonist,  or 

my  abilities,  to  fill  it  in  a  manner  adequate  any  human  creature,  in  a  situation,  not  becoming 

even  to  my  own  ideas,  that  I  should  never  have  a  free-man.     To  reconcile  British  superiority 

ventured  of  myself  to  intrude  into  that  awful  with  American  liberty  shall  be  my  great  object, 

situation.    But  since  I  am  called  upon  by  the  as  far  as  my  little  Acuities  extend.    I  am  far 

desire  of  several  respectable  fellow-subjects,  as  fix>m  thinking  that  both,  even  yet,  may  not  be 

I  have  done  at  other  times,  I  give  up  my  fears  preserved. 

to  their  wishes.    Whatever  my  other  deficien-         When  I  first  devoted  myself  to  the  public 

cies  may  be,  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  to  be  s^rice,  I  considered  how  I  should  render  my- 

wanting  to  my  friends.  self  fit  for  it ;  and  this  I  did  by  endeavouring  to 

I  am  not  fond  of  attempting  to  raise  public  discover  what  it  was,  that  gave  this  country 

eiq^ectations  by  great  promises.    At  this  time,  the  rank  it  holds  in  the  world.     I  found  thai 

there  is  much  cause  to  consider,  and  very  little  our  prosperity  and  dignity  arose  principally,  if 

to  presume.     We  seem  to  be  approaching  to  a  not  solely,  from  two  sources ;  our  constitution 

great  crisis  in  our  affairs,  which  calls  for  the  and  commerce.    Both  these  I  have  spared  no 

whole  wisdom  of  the  wisest  among  us,  without  study  to  understand,   and   no  endeavour  to 

being  able  to  assure  ourselves,  that  any  wisdom  support. 

can  preserve  us  from  many  and  great  incon-         The  distinguishing  part  of  our  constitution  is 

veniences.    You  know  I  speak  of  our  unhappy  its  liberty.     To  preserve  that  liberty  inviolate, 

contest  with  America.    I  confess,  it  is  a  mat-  seems  the  particular  duty  and  proper  trust  of  a 

ter  on  which  I  look  down  as  from  a  precipice,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons.    But  the 

It  is  difficult  in  itself,  and  it  is  rendered  more  liberty,  the  only  liberty  I  mean,  is  a  lib^ly 

intricate  by  a  great  variety  of  plans  of  conduct,  connected  with  order ;  that  not  only  exists  along- 

I  do  net  mean  to  enter  into  them.    1  will  not  with  order  and  virtue,  but  which  cannot  exist 

iruspect  a  want  of  good  intention  in  framing  at  all  without  them.    It  inheres  in  gfxxi  and 

them.    But  however  pure  the  intentions  of  steady  government,  as  in  its   substance  and 

their  authors  may  have  been,  we  all  know  that  vital  principle. 

the  event  has  been  unfortunate.     The  means         The  other  source  of  our  power  is  commerce, 

of  recovering  our  affairs  are  not  obvious.    So  of  which  you  are  so  large  a  part,  and  which 

many  great  questions  of  commerce,  of  finance,  cannot  exist,  no  more  than  your  liberty,  witb- 

of  constitution,  and  of  policy,  are  involved  in  out  a  connection  with  many  virtues.    It  has 

ifais  American  deliberation,  that  I  dare  engage  ever  been  a  very  particular  and  a  very  favou- 

for  nothing,  but  that  I  shall  give  it,  without  any  rite  object  of  my  study,  in  its  principles,  and  in 

{uredilection  to  former  opinions,  or  any  sinister  its  details.    I  think  many  here  are  acquainted 

bias  whatsoever,  the  most  honest  and  in^artial  with  the  truth  of  what  I  say.    This  I  know,  that 

consideration  of  which  I  am  capable.     The  I  have  ever  had  my  house  openj  and  my  poor 

public  has  a  full  right  to  it ;   and  this  great  services  ready,  for  traders  and  manu&cturers 

city,  a  main  pillar  in  the  commercial  interest  of  every  denomination.     My  &votirite  ambi- 

ofGreat  Britain,  must  totter  on  its  base  by  the  tion  is  to  have  those  services  acknowledged, 

slightest  mistake  with  regard  to  our  American  I  now  appear  before  you  to  make  trial,  whe- 

measures.  ther  my  earnest  endeavours  have  been  so  wholly 

Thus  much,  however,  I  think  it  not  amiss  to  oppressed  by  the  weakness  of  my  abilities,  as 

lay  before  you ;  That  I  am  not,  I  hope,  apt  to  to  be  rendered  insignificant  in  the  eyes  i^  a 

take  up  or  lay  down  my  opinions  lightly.    I  great  trading  city ;  or  whether  you  chuse  to 

have  held,  and  ever  shall  maintain,  to  the  best  give  a  weight  to  humble  abilities,  for  the  sake 

of  my  power,  unimpaired  and  undiminished,  the  of  the  honest  exertions  with  which  they  are  ao- 

just,wbe,  and  necessary  constitutional  superi-  companied.    This  is  my  trial  to-day.    Myin- 

oritv  o£  Great  Britain.     This  is  necessary  for  dustry  is  not  on  trial.    Of  my  imkistry  I  am 
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■n,  u&r  as  my  coMtitutka  of  mind  and  body  No  previoufl  canvaas  was  made  forme.    I  waa 

iAnkted.  put  in  nomination  after  the  poll  was  c^ned. 

Wlwn  I  was  invited  by  many  respectable  I  did  not  appear  until  it  was  far  advanced.    If^ 

■erchants,  freeholders,  and  freemen  c^  this  under  ail  these  accumulated   disadvantageSi 

dty,  to  oflfee  them  my  services,  I  had  just  re-  your  good  opinion  has  carried  me  to  this  ha^py 

oenred  the  honour  of  an  election  at  another  point  of  success;  you  will  pardon  me,  if  I  can 

pitee,  at  a  very  great  distance  from  this.  '  I  only  say  to  you  collectively,  as  I  said  to  you 

imediately  (^ned  the  matter  to  those  of  my  individually,  simply  and  plainly,  I  thank  you^- 

worthy  constituenta  vrho  were  with  me,  and  I  am  obliged  to  yoiH— I  am  not  insensible  of 

they  uaanimoosly  advised  me  not  to  decline  it.  your  kindness. 

Tbey  tokl  me^  that  they  had  elected  me  with  This  is  all  that  I  am  able  to  say  for  the  inea* 

a  Tiew  to  the  poUic  service;  and  as  great  quea-  timable  &vour  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 

tioM  relative  to  our  commerce  and  colonies  But  I  cannot  be  satisfied,  without  saying  a  lk> 

were  inmment,  that  in  such  matters  I  might  tie  more  in  defence  of  the  right  you  have  to 

derive  authority  and  si^port  from  the  represen-  confer  such  a  favour.      The  penKm  that  ap- 

Ittioa  of  tMs  great  commercial  ci^ ;  they  de-  peared  here  as  counsel  fixr  the  candidate,  who 

fired  me  therefore  to  set  off  without  delay,  very  so  long  and  so  earnestly  solicited  your  vt^es, 

well  persuaded  that  I  never  could  forget  my  thinks  proper  to  deny,  that  a  very  great  part  of 

oUigatioos  to  then,  or  to  my  fHends,  for  the  you  have  any  votes  to  give.      He  fixes  a  atan* 

ehowe  they  had  made  of  me.    From  that  time  dard  period  of  time  in  his  own  imagination, 

to  this  mstant  I  have  not  slept ;  and  if  I  e^ouki  not  what  the  law  defines,  but  merely  what  the 

have  the  honour  of  b«ng  freely  chosen  by  3rou,  convenience  of  his  client  suggests,  by  which  he 

I  hope  I  sbaH  be  as  for  firom  slumbering  or  would  cut  ofi*,  at  one  stroke,  all  those  freedoms, 

sleeping  when  your  service  requires  me  to  be  which  are  the  dearest  privileges  of  your  corpo* 

awake,  as  I  have  been  in  coming  to  offer  my-  ration;   which  the  common  law  authorizes; 

self  a  candidate  for  your  favour.  which  your  magistrates  are  con^Ued  to  grant ; 

which  comedu^r  authenticated  into  this  court; 

— — —  and  are  saved  in  the  clearest  words,  and  with 

the  most  religious  care  and  tenderness,  in  that 

MR.    BURKE'S    SPEECH    TO    THE  very  act  of  parliament,  which  was  made  to  re* 

ELECTORS  OF  BRISTOL,  ON  HIS  gulate  the  elections  by  freemen,  and  to  prevent 

BEING  DECLARED  BY  THE  SHE-  all  possible  abuses  in  making  them. 

RIFFS,  DULY  ELECTED  ONE  OF  I  do  not  intend  to  argue  the  matter  here. 

THE      REPRESENTATIVES       IN  My  learned  counsel  has  supported  your  causa 

PARLIAMENT  FOR   THAT  CITY,  with  his  usual  abUity ;  the  worthy  sheriflfe  have 

ON    THURSDAY   THE  THIRD  OF  acted  with  their  usual  equity,  and  I  have  no 

NOVEMBER,  177i.  doubt,  that  the  same  equity,  which  dictates 

the  return,  will  guide  the  final  determination. 

•Kirri.K]ffEir,  I  had  the  honour,  in  conjuncticm  with  many  far 

1 CAVKOT  avoid  BfasftAiaa^  sCrofngly  with  wiser  men,  to  contribute  a  very  small  assia- 

Ibe  feelings  of  the  gendeman  Who  has  received  tance,  but  however  some  assistance,  to  the 

the  same  honour  that  you  have  conferred  on  forming  the  judicature  which  is  to  try  wxh 

me.    Ifhe,wlio  was  bred  and  passed  his  whole  questions.    It  would  be  unnatural  in  me,  to 

life  among  yoa ;  if  he,  who  through  the  easy  doubt  the  justice  of  that  court,  in  the  trial  of 

gradatioDs  of  acquaintance,  firieodship,  and  ea-  my  own  cause,  to  which  I  have  been  so  active, 

laefli,  has  ebtained  the  honour,  which  seems  of  to  give  jurisdiction  over  every  other. 

itself,  naturally  and  abnost  insensibly,  to  meet  I  assure  die  worthy  freemen,  and  this  corpo- 

with  those,  who,  by  the  e  .\ji  tenour  of  pleasing  ration,  that,  if  the  gendeman  perseveres  in  the 

maoDera  aiod  social  virtoes,  slide  kito  the  bve  intentions,  which  his  present  warmth  dictates 

and  ooofidenoe  of  their  fellow-citizoas ; — if  he  to  him,  I  will  attend  their  cause  with  diligence, 

ca— et  Bpoak  bnt  with  great  wnetion  <m  this  sub-  and  I  hope  with  effect.    For,  if  I  know  any 

ject,  amrrooaded  as  he  is  on  all  sides  with  his  thing  of  mysdf,  it  is  net  my  own  interest  in  it, 

old  friends ;  you  will  have  die  goodness  to  ex-  but  my  full  conviction,  thait  induces  aate  to  tell 

coae  me,  if  my  real,  onaffected  embarrassment  you— ^/  think  Aen  it  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  in 

prevents  roe  from  expressing  my  ^titude  to  the  ease. 

you  as  I  ought.  I  do  not  imagine  that  you  dad  me  rash  aa 

X  was  brou^t  hither  under  the  disadvanti^e  dedaring  mysetf,  or  very  ferward  in  trouhlinf 

of  being  miknown,  eveabysi^t,  to  any  of  you.  you.    Frem  the  beginniag  to  the  end  of  the 
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election,  I  have  kept  silence  in  all  matters  of     noor  of  your  support  f---Weil  !- 

discossioB.    I  have  never  asked  a  question  of  shall  see  you  at  the  ooupcil-hoose.'' — ^If  I 

a  voter  on  the  other  side,  or  supported  a  doubtp  then  to  deliver  them  to  ray  mJeuMfers,  pack  tbem 

ful  vote  on  my  own.    I  respected  the  abilities  into  tallies,  vote  them  off  in  court,  aiid  when  I 

of  my  managers ;  I  relied  on  the  candour  of  heard  from  the  bar— ^^  Such  a  (me  only !   and 

Che  court.   I  think  the  worthy  sheriffs  will  bear  such  a  one  for  ever ! — he  *s  my  man  !" 

me  witness,  that  I  have  never  once  made  an  "  Thank  you,  good  Sir — ^Hah !   my  wcnrChy 

atteraptto  impose  upon  their  reason,  to  surprise  friend!  thank  you  kindly— 4hat  's  an  honest 

their  justice,  (m-  to  ruffle  their  temper.    I  stood  fellow«-4iow  is  your  good  family  V* — ^WliilBt 

cm  the  hustings  (except  when  I  gave  my  thanks  these  words  were  hardly  out  of  my  mouth,  if  1 

Co  those  who  favoured  me  with  their  votes)  less  should  have  Dueled  round  at  once,  and  told 

like  a  candidate,  than  an  unconcerned  speo-  them — ^^'Get  you  g<me,  you  pack  of  worthless 

tator  of  a  public  proceeding.   But  here  the  face  fellows !  you  have  no  votes — ^you  are  usurperB ! 

of  things  is  altered.    Here  is  an  attempt  for  a  you  are  intruders  on  the  ri^ts  of  real  freemen ! 

general  masaaere  of  suffrages ;  an  attempt,  by  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  you !  you  oogifat 

a  promiscuous  carnage  ofjriends  and  foesj  to  never  to  have  been  produced  at  this  election, 

exterminate  above  two  thousand  votes,  incli:H  and  the  shetiffs  ought  not  to  have  admitted  you 

ding  seuen  hundred  polled  for  the  genUenum  to  poll." 

hmadft  who  now  oompUansy  and  who  would,        Grentlemen,  I  should  make  a  strange  figure, 

destroy  the  friends  whom  he  has  obtained,  only  if  my  conduct  had  been  of  this  sort.    I  am  not 

because  he  cannot  obtain  as  many  of  them  as  so  old  an  acquaintance  of  yours  as  the  worthy 

he  wishes.  gentlemui.    Indeed  I  cocdd  not  have  ventured 

How  he  will  be  permitted,  in  another  place,  («  sudi  kind  of  freedoms  with  you.    But  I  am 
to  stultify  and  disable  himself,  and  to  plead  bound,  and  I  will  endeavour,  to  have  justice 
against  his  own  acts,  is  another  qu^rti  m.  The  dcme  to  the  ri^ts  of  freemen ;  even  though  I 
law  will  decide  it.    I  shall  only  speak  of  it  as  should,  at  the  same  tune,  be  obliged  to  vis- 
it concerns  the  propriety  of  piri>lic  conduct  in  dicate   the  former*  part  of  my  antagonist's 
ftis  city.    I  do  not  pretend  to  lay  down  rules  conduct  against  his  own  present  inclinatifms. 
ofdecorum  for  other  gentlemen.    They  are  best        I  owe  myself,  in  all  things,  to  oi^  the  freemen 
judges  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  that  will  re-  of  this  city.    My  particular  friends  have  a  d^ 
commend  them  to  the  favcHir  of  their  fellow-  mand  on  me,  that  I  should  not  deceive  their 
citizens.    But  I  confess,  I  should  Vxk  rather  expectations.    Never  was  cai:ue  or  man  sup- 
awkward,  if  I  had  been  die  verj^^rsf  to  jiroduce  ported  with  more  ccmstancy,  more  activity, 
ihe  new  copies  of  freedom^  if  I  had  persisted  in  more  spirit     I  have  been  supported  with  a 
producing  them  to  the  last;  if  I  had  ransacked,  zeal  indeed  and  heartiness   in  my  friends, 
with  the  most  unremitting  industry,  and  the  which  (if  their  object  had  been  at  all  pro- 
most  penetrating  research,  the  remotest  cop-  portioned  to  their  endeavours)  ooukl  never  be 
ners  of  the  kingdom  to  discover  them ;   if  I  sufficiently  conunended.    They  6upp<»led  me 
were  then,  all  at  once,  to  turn  short,  and  de-  upon  the  most  liberal  principles.   They  wished 
clare,  that  I  had  been  sporting  all  this  while  that  the  members  for  Bristol  should  be  chosen 
with  the  right  of  election ;  and  that  I  had  been  for  the  city,  and  for  their  country  at  laz^e,  and 
drawing  out  a  poU,  upon  no  sort  of  rational  not  for  themselves. 

grouhds,  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  my  fel-        So  far  they  are  not  disappointed.    If  I  pos- 

low-citizens  for  a  month  together — ^I  really,  for  sess  nothing  else,  I  am  sure  I  possess  the  tem- 

my  put,  should  appear  awkward  under  such  per  that  is  fit  for  your  senrice.   I  know  nothing 

circumstances.  of  Bristol,  but  by  the  favours  I  have  received, 

It  would  be  still  more  awkward  in  me,  if  I  and  the  virtues  I  have  seen  exerted  in  it. 
were  gravely  to  look  the  sherifis  in  the  face,        I  shall  ever  retain,  what  I  now  feel,  the  moat 

and  to  tell  ^em,  they  were  not  to  determine  perfect  and  grateful  attadmientto  my  friends— 

my  cause  on  my  own  principles;  nor  to  make  and  I  have  no  enmities ;  no  resentment.    I 

the  return  upoii  those  votes,  upon  which  I  had  never  can  consider  fidelity  to  eagagemoits, 

rested  my  election.    Such  would  be  myap-  and  constancy  in  fiiendships, -but  with  the 

pearance  to  the  court  and  magistrates.  highest  approbation ;  even  when  those  noble 

But  how  should  I  appear  to  the  vdtere  them-  qualities  are  employed  against  my  own  pro> 
selves  ?    If  I  had  gone  round  to  the  citizens 

entitled  to  freedom,  and  squeezed  them  by  the        ^  „   «  .  ^^  ,  ^  u.      «  •.  •  v 

hand <«  Sir  T  htin.Ki<r  w  «,«» rf^^ T  bKaU        *  Mr.  Bnckdale  opened  his  poll,  it  seems,  with 

k!   .       Sur,  I  humbly  beg  your  vote— I  sUll  ^  j^u   ^^^^^^  very*kind  of  ffceien,  and  voted 

be  eternally  ihankfal— may  I  hope  for  the  ho-  many  hundreds  of  them. 
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The  graUonan,  who  is  not  fortu-  the  conclusion  are  perhi4>s  three  hundred  miles 

*ito  as  I  have  been  in  this  contest,  enjoys,  in  distant  from  those  who  hear  the  arguments? 

lUi  respect,  a  consolation  full  of  honour  both  To  deliver  an  opinion,  is  the  right  of  all 

VtlumselT  and  to  his  friends.    They  have  cep-  men ;  that  of  constituents  is  a  weighty  and 

Wnly  left  nothing  undone  for  his  service.  respectable  opinion,  which  a  representative 

As  fiMT  the  trifling  petulance,  which  the  rage  ought  always  to  rejoice  to  hear ;  and  which 

of  party  stirs  up  in  Utile  minds,  though  it  should  he  ought  always  most  seriously  to  consider. 

ibew  itself  even  in  this  court,  it  has  not  made  But  authorUative  instructions ;  mandates  issued, 

Jlje  slightest  impression  on  me.    The  highest  which  the  member  is  bound  blindly  and  impli- 

%itoJrsuch  clamorous  birds  is  winged  in  an  in-  citly  to  obey,  to  vote  and  to  argue  for,  th(»]gh 

'wiocor  regi<xi  of  the  air.  We  hear  them,  and  we  contrary  to  the  clearest  conviction  of  his  judg- 

look  up(»  them,  just  as  you,  gentlemen,  when  ment  and  conscience ;  these  are  things  utterly 

^'ou  enjoy  the  serene  air  on  your  lofly  rocks,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this  land,  and  which 

look  down  upon  the  gtdls,  that  skim  the  mud  of  arise  from  a  fundamental  mistake  of  the  whole 

your  river,  ^en  it  is  exhausted  of  its  tide.  order  and  tenour  of  our  constitution. 

lamsorry  I  cannot  conclude,  without  saying  Parliament  is  not  a  congress  of  ambassa- 

^  word  on  a  topic  touched  upon  by  my  worthy  dors  from  different  and  hostile  interests ;  which 

Colleague.    I  wish  that  topic  had  been  passed  interests  each  must  maintain,  as  an  agent  and 

oy ;  at  a  time  when  I  have  so  little  leisure  to  advocate,  against  other  agents  and  advocates  ; 

discuss  it.    But  since  he  has  thought  proper  but  parliament  is  a  deliberative  assembly  of 

to  throw  it  out,  I  owe  you  a  clear  explanation  one  nation,  with  <me  interest,  that  of  the  whole ; 

«f  my  poor  sentiments  on  that  subject.  where,  not  local  purposes,  not  local  prejudices 

He  tells  you,  that  '<  the  topic  of  instructions  ought  to  guide,  but  the  general  good,  resulting 

has  occasi<M)ed  much  altercation  and  unea-  from  the  general  reason  of  the  whole.    You 

sinesB  in  this  city  ;*'  and  he  expresses  himself  chuse  a  member  indeed  ;  but  when  you  have 

(if  I  uiderstand  him  rightly)  in  fiivour  of  the  chosen  him,  he  is  not  a  member  of  Bristol, 

coercive  authority  of  such  instructions.  but  he  is  a  member  of  parUamenl.     If  the 

Certainly,  gentlemen,  it  ought  to  be  the  hap-  local  constituent  should  have  an  interest,  or 

piness  and  glory  of  a  representative,  to  live  in  should  form  an  hasty  opinion,  evidently  oppo- 

the  strictest  union,  the  ck)sest  correspondence,  site  to  the  real  good  of  the  rest  of  the  cora- 

snd  the  most  unreserved  communication  with  munity,  the  member  for  that  place  ought  to  be 

his  coostituents.    Their  wishes  ought  to  have  as  far,  as  any  other,  from    any  endeavour  to 

great  weight  with  hua;  their  opinion  high  re-  give  it  effect.     I  beg  pardon  for  saying  so 

ipect;  their  business  unremitted  attenti<xi.    It  much  on  this  subject.     I  have  been  unwil- 

is  his  doty  to  sacrifice  his  repose,  his  plea-  lingly  drawn  into  it ;  but  I  shall  ever  use  a 

sores,  his  satisfactions,  to  theirs ;  and,  id)ove  respectful  frankness  of  communication  with 

all,  ever,  and  in  all  cases,  to  prefer  their  in-  you.    Tour  faithful  friend,  your  devoted  ser- 

terest  to  his  own.    But,  his  unbiassed  opinion,  vant,  I  shall  be  to  the  end  of  my  life :  a  flatp 

his  mature  judgment,  his  enlightened  con-  terer  you  do  not  wish  for.    On  this  point  of 

science,  he  ought  not  to  sacrifice  to  you ;  to  instructions,  however,  I  think  it  scarcely  pos- 

any  man,  or  to  any  set  of  men  living.    These  sible,  we  ever  can  have  any  sort  of  difference. 

he  does  not  derive  firom  your  pleasure ;  no,  nor  Perhaps  I  may  give  you  too  much,  rather  than 

from  the  law  and  the  constitution.    They  are  too  litde  trouble. 

atni8tfromPlrovidence,for  the  abuse  of  which  From  the  first  hour  I  was  encouraged  to 

be  is  deefdy  answ«rable.   Tour  representative  court  your  favour  to  this  happy  day  of  obtain- 

oiwea  you,  not  his  industry  only,  but  his  judg-  ing  it,  I  have  never  pronused  you  any  thins, 

ment ;  and  he  betrays,  instead  of  serving  you,  but  humble  and  persevering  endeavours  to  do 

if  he  sacrifices  it  to  your  opinion.  my  duty.    The  weight  of  that  duty,  I  confess, 

My  worthy  odleague  says,  his  will  ought  to  makes  me  tremble ;  and  whoever  well  consi- 

be  scdworvient  to  yours.  If  that  be  all,  the  thing  ders  what  it  is,  of  all  things  in  the  world,  will 

is  innocent.    If  government  were  a  matter  of  fly  from  what  has  the  least  likeness  to  a  posi- 

wiU  upon  ai^  side,  yours,  without  question,  tive  and  precipitate  engagement.    To  be  a 

ou^t  to  be  superiour.    But  government  and  good  member  of  parliament,  is,  let  nae  tell  you, 

l^idatioD  are  matters  of  reason  and  judgment,  no  easy  task ;  especially  at  Uiis  time,  when 

ai^  not  of  inclination;  and,  what  sort  of  reas(Hi  there  is  so  strong  a  disposition  to  run  into  the 

is  that,  in  ^ich  the  determination  precedes  the  perilous  extremes  of  servile  compliance  or 

discussion;  in  whidi  one  set  of  men  deliberate,  wild   popularity.     To  unite  circumspection 

and  another  decide ;  and  where  those  who  form  with  vigour,  is  absolutely  necessary ;  but  it  it 
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extremely  difficult.    We  are  now  members  reign,* which  fccm  the  key'-etone  that  bjndi 
for  a  rich  oomraercial  dt^ ;  this  city,  however,  together  the  noble  and  wen-constmcted  uA 
b  but  a  part  of  a  rich  commercial  nation,  the  of  our  empire  and  our  constitution.    A  c» 
interests  (^  which  are  various,  multiform,  and  stitution  made  up  of  balanced  powers  most 
intricate    We  are  members   for  that  great  ever  be  a  critical  thing.     As  such  I  mean  to 
nation,  which,  however,  is  itself  but  part  of  touch  that  part  of  it  which  comes  within  my 
a  great  empire,  extended  by  our  virtue  and  our  reach.     I  know  my  inability,  and  I  vish  for 
fortune,  to  the  farthest  limits  of  the  cast  and  support  from  every  quarter.     In  particular,  I 
of  the  west.     All  these  wide-spread  interests  shall  aim  at  the  friendship,  and  shall  cultivate 
must  be  considered ;  must  be  compared  ;  must  the  best  correspondence,  of  the  worthy  col- 
be  reconciled  if  possible.    We  are  members  league  you  have  given  me. 
for  a  free  country ;  and  surely  we  all  know,  1  trouble  you  no  farther  than  once  more  lo 
that  the  machine  of  a  free  constitution  is  no  thank  you  all;  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  favoors-, 
simple  thing ;  but  as  intricate  and  as  delicate  the  candidates,  for  their  temperate  and  poUte 
as  it  is  valuable.     We  are  members  in  a  great  behaviour ;   and  the  sheriflb,   for  a  coinduct 
and  ancient  moncarhy ;  and  we  must  preserve  which  may  give  a  model  for  all  who  are  ^ 
religiously,  the  true  legal  rights  of  the  sove-  public  stations. 
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MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH 

ON  MOVING  HIS  RESOLUTIONS  FOR  CONCILIATION 
WITH  THE  COLONIES,  MARCH  22,  1776. 

I  HOPE,  Sir,  diat  notwithstanding  the  aus-  Bill,  which  seemed  to  have  taken  its  £i^t  fo^ 

terity  of  ^e  chair,  your  good-nature  will  in-  ever,  we  are  at  this  very  imtant  nearly  a^ 

dine  you  to  some  degree  of  indulgence  towards  free  to  choose  a  plan  for  our  American  govern-* 

human  frailty.    Tou  will  not  think  it  unna-  ment,  as  we  were  an  the  first  day  of  the  8e»- 

tural,  that  those  who  have  an  object  depending,  sion.    If,  Sir,  we  incline  to  the  side  of  con- 

which  strongly  engages  their  hopes  and  fears,  ciliation,  we  are  not  at  all  embarrassed  (un- 

riiould  be  somewhat  inclined  to  superstition,  less  we  please  to  make  ourselves  so)  by  any 

As  I  came  into  the  house  full  of  anxiety  about  incongruous  mixture  of  coercion  and  restraint, 

the  event  of  my  motion,  I  found  to  my  infinite  We  are  therefore  called  upon,  as  it  were  by 

surprise,  that  the  grand  penal  Bill,  by  which  a  superiour  warning  voice,  again  to  attend  to 

we  had  passed  sentence  on  the  trade  and  sus-  America ;  to  attend  to  the  whole  of  it  together; 

tenanco  of  America,  is  to  be  returned  to  as  from  and  to  review  the  subject  with  an  unusual 

the  other  house.*  I  do  confess,  I  could  not  help  degree  of  care  and  calmness, 
looking  on  this  event  as  a  fortunate  omen.    I        Surely  it  is  an  awfiil  subject ;  or  there  is 

look  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  providential  favour;  none  so  on  this  side  of  the  ^rave.     When  I 

by  which  we  are  put  once  more  in  possession  first  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house, 

<^  our  deliberative  capacity,  upon  a  business  the  affairs  o£  that  continent  pressed  tfaem- 

8o  very  questionable  in  its  nature,  so  very  selves  upon  us,  as  the  most  important  and 

uncertain  in  its  issue.    By  the  return  of  this  most  delicate  object  o£  parliamentary  attri- 
tion.   My  little  share  in  this  great  delibera> 

♦The  Act  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  tion  oppressed  me.    I  found  myself  a  par- 

of  ihe  provinces  of  Ma8sachus«t;^.Bay   and  ^^^  -  y^^j^  ^^^^       ^  j^^  .  ^ 

New  Hampshire,  and  cotonies  of  Connecticut       ^  •  »^ijr  litgu  i  ai.,  uiu  iiavw^  uwwjn. 

and  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantailoa,  «  reason  to  rely  on  the  strength  of  my  nalu- 

in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  ral  abilities  for  the  proper  execution  of  that 

and  the  British  Islands  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  trust,  I  was  obliged  to  take  more  than  com- 

to  prohibit  such  provinces  and  coloijes  from  car-  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  mstnxt  myself  in  ever?  thine 

rying  on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  of  Newfound-  "~y  K^>       ««muvi.    .jrn^i  ui  vTvry  uung 

land,  and  other  places  therein  menUoned,  under  which  relates  to  our  cotonies.    I  was  not  less 

certain  conditions  and  limitations.  under  the  necessity  of  forming  some  fixed 
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l^itai,  ccmceniing  the  general  policy  of  the  taken  as  an    occasion  of  charging  us   with 

Brl^eo^>ire.  Somethingof  this  sort  seemed  a  predetermined  discontent,   which   nothing 

to  be  indispensable ;  in  order,  amid  so  vast  a  could  satisfy ;  whilst  we  accused  every  mea- 

iwlnation  of  passions  and  opinions,  to  concen-  9ure  of  vigoiu*  as  cruel,  and  every  proposal 

te  niy  thoughts  ;  to  ballast  my  conduct ;  to  of  lenity  as  weak  and  irresolute.    The  public, 

pmerve  me  from  being  blown  about  by  every  he  said,  would  not  have  patience  to  see  us  play 

iriad  of  fashionable  doctrine.    I  really  did  not  the  game  out  with  our  adversaries:  we  must 

tiuDk  it  safe,  or  manly,  to  have  fresh  princi-  produce  our  hand.    It  would   be   expected, 

^  to  seek  upon  every  fresh  mail  mthich  ^a,t   those   who  for  many  years   had   been 

ihoiild  arrive  from  America.  active  in  such  affairs  should  shew,  that  they 

At  that  period,  I  had  the  fortune  to  find  my-  ^^  formed  some  clear  and  decided  idea  of 

Mtf  b  perfect  concurrence  with  a  large  majo-  the    principles   of  colony    government;    and 

rity  in  this  house.    Bowing  under  £at  high  yrere  capable  of  drawing  out  something  like 

authority,  and  penetrated  with  the  #harpnesf  &  platform  of  the  ground,  which  might  be  laid 

ud  strength  of  that  early  itapression,  I  have  ^or  future  and  permanent  tranquillity. 

coQtioued  ever  since,  without  the  least  devia-  I  f^l^  the  truth  of  what  my  hon.  friend  re» 

tioo  in  my  original  sentiments.    Whether  this  presented ;  but  I  felt  my  situation  too.    His 

^  owing  to  an  obstinate  perseverance   in  application  might  have  been  made  with  a  far 

crroor,  or  to  a  religious  adherence  to  what  greater  propriety  to  many  other  gentlemen. 

appears  to  me  truth  and  reason,  it  is  in  your  No  man  was  indeed  ever  better  disposed,  or 

^uity  to  judge.  worse  qualified,  for  such  an  undertaking  than 

Sir,  Parliament  having  an  enlarged  view  of  myself.    Though  I  gave  so  far  in  to  his  opinion, 

•Ejects,  made,  during  this  interval,  more  fre-  Aa^  I  inunediately  threw  my  thoughts  into  a 

9c^  changes  in  their  sentiments  and  their  sort  of  parliamentary  form,  I  was  by  no  means 

conduct,  than  could  be  justified  in  a  particular  equally  ready  to  produce  them.    It  generally 

person  upon  the  contracted  scale  of  private  argues  some  degree  of  natural  impotence  of 

■Jitarmation.    But  though  I  do  not  hazard  any  niind,   or  some  want  of  knowledge   of  the 

(iiiov  approaching  to  a  censure  on  the  motives  world,  to  hazard  plans  of  government,  except 

offonaer  parliaments  to  all  those  alterations,  ^rom  a  seat  of  authority.    Propositions   are 

one  fact  is  undoubted ;  that  under  them  the  made,  not  cmly  ineffectually,  but  somewhat 

Mate  of  America  has  been  kept  in  continual  disreputably,  when  the  minds  of  men  are  not 

afitation.     Every  thing  administered  as  re-  properly  disposed  for  their  reception ;  and  for 

medy  to  the  public  complaint,  if  it  did  not  nay  part,  I  am  not  ambitious  of  ridicule;  not 

produce,  was  at  least  followed  by,  an  heigh-  absolutely  a  candidate  for  disgrace. 

tening  of  the  distemper;  until,  by  a  variety  Besides,  Sir,  to  speak  the  plain  truth,  I 

of  experimeots,  that  important  country  has  have  in  general  no  very  exalted  opinion  of 

been  bcou^  into  her  present  situation  ;— a  ^*^  ^'^^  ^^  pap®'  government ;  nor  of  any 

titaation  which  I  wiU  not  miscall,  which  I  politics,   in  which  the  plan  is  to  be  whoUy 

dare  not  name ;  which  I  scarcely  know  how  separated  from  the  execution.    But  when  I 

to  comprehend  in  the  terms  of  any  description.  »w,  that  anger  and  violence  prevailed  every 

In  this  posture.  Sir,  things  stood  at  the  ^^7  more  and  more ;  and  that  things  were 

beginning  of  the  session.    About  that  time,  hastening  towards  an  incurable  alienation  of 

a  worthy  member*  of  great   parliamentary  our  cobnies;  I  confess  my  caution  gave  way. 

experience,  who,  in  the  year  1766,  filled  the  I  <elt>  this  as  one  of  those  few  momenta  in 

chaw  of  the  American  committee  with  much  which   decorum  yields   to  an   higher   duty. 

ability,  took  me  aside;  and,  lamenting  the  Public  calamity  is  a  mighty  leveller;  and  there 

preMOt  aspect  of  our  politics,  told  me,  things  are  occasions  when  any,  even  the  slightest, 

were  come  to  such  a  pass,  that  our  former  c*>ance  of  doing   good,  must  be  laid  hoW  on, 

methods  of  proceeding  in  the  house  would  be  «v«n  *>y  'he  most  mconsiderable  person. 

no  longer  tolerated.    That  the  public  tribunal  To  restore  order  and  repose  to  an  empire  so 

(never  too  indulgent  to  a  long  and  unsuccess-  g^^at  and  so  distracted  as  ours,  is,  merely  in 

fill  opposition)  would  now  scrutinize  our  con-  ^^  attempt,  an  undertaking  that  would  enno- 

doct  with  unusoal  acverity.    That  the  very  We  the  flights  of  the  highest    genius,   and 

riciMitudes  umd  ihiftingB  of  ministerial  mea-  obtain  pardon  for  the  efforts  of  the  meanest 

instMd  of  convicting  their  authors  of  understanding.    Struggling  a  good  while  with 

mcy   ami  want  of  system,  would  be  ^^  thoughts,  by  degrees  I  fijlt  myself  more 

firm.    I  derived,  at  lengtfi,  some  confidence 

♦  Mr  Roea  Fuller.  from  what  in    other  circumstancoa  usually 
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produces  timidity.  I  grew  less  anxious,  even 
from  the  idea  of  my  own  insignificance.  Fot, 
judging  of  what  you  are,  by  what  you  ought 
to  be,  I  persuaded  myself,  that  you  would  not 
reject  a  reasonable  proposition,  because  it  had 
nothing  but  its  reason  to  recommend  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  being  totally  destitute  of  all 
shadow  of  influence,  natural  or  adventitious, 
I  was  very  sure,  that,  if  my  proposition  were 
futile  or  dangerous  ;  if  it  were  weakly  con- 
ceived, OT  improperly  timed,  there  was  no- 
thing exteriour  to  it,  of  power  to  awe,  dazzle,  or 
delude  you.  Ybu  will  see  it  just  as  it  is  ;  and 
you  wiU  treat  it  just  as  it  deserves. 

The  proposition  is  peace.  Not  peace 
through  the  medium  of  war;  not  peace  to  be 
hunted  through  the  labyrinth  of  intricate  and 
endless  negotiations ;  not  peace  to  arise  out 
of  universal  discord,  fomented  from  principle, 
in  all  parts  of  the  empire ;  not  peace  to  depend 
on  the  juridical  determination  of  perplexing 
questions ;  or  the  precise  marking  the  shadowy 
boundaries  of  a  complex  government.  It  is 
simple  peace ;  sought  in  its  natural  course, 
and  in  its  oidinary  haunts. — It  is  peace  sought 
in  the  spirit  of  peace  ;  and  laid  in  principles 
purely  pacific.  I  propose,  by  removing  the 
ground  of  the  difference,  and  by  restoring  the 
former  unsuspeddng  cor^idence  of  the  colonies 
in  the  mother  country j  to  give  permanent  satis- 
faction to  your  people ;  and  (far  fi-om  a  scheme 
of  ruling  by  discord)  to  reconcile  them  to  each 
other  in  the  same  act,  and  by  the  bond  of  the 
very  same  interest,  which  reconciles  them  to 
British  government. 

My  idea  is  nothing  more.  Refined  policy 
ever  has  been  the  parent  of  confusion ;  and 
ever  will  be  so,  as  long  as  the  world  endures. 
Plain  good  intention,  which  is  as  easily  dis- 
covered at  the  first  view,  as  fraud  is  surely 
detected  at  last,  is,  let  me  say,  of  no  mean 
force  in  the  government  of  mankind.  Ge- 
nuine simplicity  of  heart  is  an  healing  and  ce- 
menting principle.  My  plan,  therefore,  being 
formed  upon  the  most  simple  grounds  imagi- 
nable, may  disappoint  some  people,  when  they 
hear  it.  It  has  nothing  to  recommend  it  to 
the  pruriency  of  curious  ears.  There  is  no- 
thing at  all  new  and  captivating  in  it.  It  has 
nothing  of  the  splendour  of  the  project,  which 
has  been  lately  laid  upon  your  table  by  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband.*    It  does  not 

♦  "  That  when  the  governour"  council,  or  as- 
sembly,  or  general  court,  6f  any  of  his  majes- 
ty's provinces  or  colonies  in  America,  shall 
propose  to  make  provision,  according  to  the 
condition^  circumstances ,  and  situation^  of 
Buch  province  or  colony,  for  contributing  their 
proportion  to  the  common  defence^  such  pro- 


propose  to  fin  yoor  lobby  with  squabbling  ookiif 
agents,  who  will  require  the  interposition  oC 
your  mace,  at  every  instant,  to  keep  the  peace 
among  them.  It  does  not  institute  a  magnifioeot 
auction  c^  finance,  where  captivated  provinces 
come  to  general  ransom  by  bidding  against 
each  other,  until  you  knock  down  the  hammer, 
and  determine  a  proportion  of  payments,  beTond 
all  the  powers  of  algebra  to  equidise  and  settle. 

The  plan,  which  I  shall  presume  to  suggest, 
derives,  however,  one  great  advantage  from 
the  propositicm  and  registry  of  that  noble  lord's 
project.  The  idea  of  conciliation  is  admissive. 
First,  th«  house  in  accepting  the  resolatioa 
moved  by  the  noMe  lord,  has  admitted,  notwith- 
standing the  menacing  front  of  our  address,  not- 
withstanding ow  heavy  bill  cS  pains  and  pe- 
nalties— that  we  do  not  think  ourselves  preclih 
ded  from  all  ideas  of  free  grace  and  bounty. 

The  house  has  gone  farther ;  it  has  dedared 
conciliation  admissible,  previous  to  any  sub* 
mission  on  the  part  of  America.    It  has  even 
shot  a  good  deal  beyond  that  mark,  and  has 
admitted,  that  the  complaints  of  our  former 
mode  of  exerting  the  right  of  taxation  were 
not  wholly  unfounded.    That  right  thus  exert- 
ed is  allowed  to  have  had  something  repre- 
hensible in  it ;  something  unwise,  or  something 
grievous;  since,  in  the  midst  of  our  heat  and 
resentment,  we,  of  ourselves,  have  proposed 
a  capital  alteration ;  and,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  what  seemed  so  very  exceptionable,  have  in- 
stituted a  mode  that  is  altogether  new ;  one  that 
is,  indeed,  wholly  alien  fi-om  all  the  andent 
methods  and  forms  of  parliament. 

The  princqde  of  this  proceeding  is  large 
enough  for  my  purpose.  The  means  proposed 
by  the  noble  lord  for  carrying  his  ideas  into 
execution,  I  think  indeed,  are  very  indiffe- 
rently suited  to^the  end;  and  this  I  shall 
endeavour  to  sh«iv  you  bef(M-e  I   sit    down. 

portion  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  the 
general  court,  or  general  assembly,  of  such 
province  or  colony,  and  disposable  by  parlia- 
ment) and  shall  engage  to  make  provision  also 
for  the  support  of  the  civil  government,  and  the 
administration  of  justice,  in  such  province  or 
colony,  it  will  be  proper^  if  such  proposed 
shall  be  approved  by  hts  mmesty,  arul  the 
ttoo  houses  of  parliament^  and  for  so  long  as 
such  provision  shall  be  made  accordingly,  to 
forbear,  in  respect  of  such  province  or  colo- 
ny,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  lo 
impose  any  farther  duty,  tax,  or  assessment, 
except  such  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to 
continue  to  levy  or  impose,  for  the  regulation  of 
commerce  ;  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  last 
mentioned  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  such 
province  or  colony  respectively.'*  Resolution 
moved  by  Lord  North  in  the  committee  ;  and 
agreed  to  by  the  house,  37th  Feb.  1776. 
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,  lor  the  present,  I  take  my  ground  on  the  wei^t  and  importance.    But  whether  I  put 

•Admitted  principle.    I  mean  to  give   peace,  the  present  numbers  too  hi^  <Nr  too  low,  is  a 

Peace    implies    reccmciliati<m ;    and    where  matter  of  little  moment.    Such  is  the  strength 

tfiere  has  been  a  material  dispute,  reconciliation  with  which  population  shoots  in  that  part  of 

does  in  a  manner  always  imply  concession  on  the  world,  that  state  the  numbers  as  high  as 

the  one  part  or  on  the  other.    In  this  state  of  we  will,  whilst  the  dispute  continues,  the  e^iag** 

tilings  I  make  no  difficulty  in  affirming,  that  geration  ends.    Whilst  we  are  discussing  Iby 

the  proposal  ought    to    originate    from    us.  given  magnitude,  they  are  grown  to  it.    Whilst 

Great  and  admovdedged  force  is  not  impaired,  we  spend  our  time  in  deliberating  on  the  mode 

eith^'  in  effect  «*  in  opinion,  by  an  unwilling-  of  governing  two  millions,  we  shall  find  we 

ncsa  to   exert  itself.    The  superiour   power  have  millions  more  to  manage.   Your  children 

may  offer  peace  with  honour  and  with  safe^.  do  not  grow  faster  from  infancy  to  manhood. 

Such  an  (^er  from  such  a  power  will  be  at-  than  they  spread  from  families  to  communities 

tribated  to  magnanimity.    But  the  concessi<ms  and  from  villages  to  nations. 

of   the  we^  are  the  concessions  of  fear.  I  put  this  consideration  of  the  present  and 

When  such  a  one  is  disarmed,  he  is  wholly  the  growing  numbers  in  the  front  of  ourdelibe- 

at  the  mercy  of  his  superiour ;  and  he  loses  ration ;  because.  Sir,  this  consideration  will 

for  ever  that  time  and  those  chances,  which,  make  it  evident  to  a  blunter  discernment  than 

as  they  happen  to  all  men,  are  the  strength  yours,  that  no  partial,   narrow,  contracted^ 

ajod  resources  of  all  inferiour  power.  pinched,  occasional  system  will  be  at  all  suita- 

"/•.  The  capital  leading  questions  on  which  you  ble  to  such  an  object.    It  will  shew  you,  that 

must  this  day  decide,  are  these  two.    First,  it  is  not  to  be  considered  as  one  of  those  ndni- 

whether  you  ou^t  to  concede  ;  and  seomdly,  ma  which  are  out  of  the  eye  and  consideration 

what  your  concession  ought  to  be.     On  the  of  the  law ;  not  a  paltry  excrescence  of  the 

first  of  these  questions  we  have  gained  (as  I  state;  not  a  mean  dependent,  who  may  be 

have  just  taken  the  liberty  of  observing  to  you)  neglected  with  little  damage,  and  provoked 

some  ground.    But  I  am  sensible  that  a  good  with  little  danger.    It  will  prove,  that  some 

deal  more  is  still  to  be  d<xie.    Indeed,  Sir,  to  degree  of  care  and  caution  is  required  in  the 

enable  us  to  determine  both  on  the  one  and  the  handling  such  an  object ;  it  will  shew  that  you 

other  of  these  great  questions  with  a  firm  and  ought  not,  in  reason,  to  trifle  with  so  large  a 

precise  judgment,  I  think  it  may  be  necessary  mass  of  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  human 

to  consider  distinctly  the  true  nature  and  the  race.     You  could  at  no  time  do  so  without 

peculiar  circumstances  of  the  (^ject  which  we  guilt;  and  be  assured  you  will  not  be  able  to 

have  before  us.    Because  after  all  our  stn^-  do  it  long  with  impunity.                      .«^ 

^e,  whether  we  will  (mt  not,  we  must  govern  But  the  population  of  this  country,  the  great 

America,  according  to  that  nature,  and  to  and  growing  population,  though  a  very  im> 

those  circumstances ;  and  not  according  to  our  pcntant  consideration,  will  lose  much  of  its 

own  imaginati<nis ;  not  according  to  abstract  weight,  if  not  combined  with  other  circum- 

ideas  of  right;  by  no  means  according  to  mere  stances.    The  commerce  of  your  colonies  is 

general  theories  of  government,  the  resort  to  out  of  all  proportion  beyond  the  numbers  of  the 

which  appears  to  me,  in  our  present  situation,  people.     This  ground  of  their  commerce  in- 

no  better  than  arrant  trifling.   I  shall  therefore  deed  has  been  trod  some  days  ago,  and  with 

endeavour,  with  your  leave,  to  lay  before  you  great  ability,  by  a  distinguished  person,*  at 

some  of  the  most  material  of  these  circum-  your  bar.     This  gentleman,  afl:er  thirty-five 

stances  in  as  full  and  as  clear  a  manner  as  I  years — it  is  so  long  since  he  first  appeared  at 

am  able  to  state  them.  the  same  place  to  plead  for  the  commerce  of 

The  first  thing  that  we  have  to  consider  with  Great  Britain — ha^  come  again  before  you  to 

regard  to  the  nature  of  the  object  is — the  num-  plead  the  same  cause,  without  any  other  effect 

ber  of  people  in  the  colonies.   I  have  taken  for  of  time,  than,  that  to  the  fire  of  imagination 

some  years  a  good  deal  of  pains  on  that  point,  and  extent  of  erudition,   which  even   then 

I  can  by  no  calculation  justify  myself  in  placizig  marked  him  as  one  of  the  first  literary  charac- 

the  number  below  two  millions  of  inhabitants  tens  of  his  age,  he  has  added  a  consummate 

of  our  own  European  blood  and  colour ;  be-  knowledge  in  the  commercial  interest  of  his 

sides  at  least  600,000  others,  who  form  no  country,  formed  by  a  long  course  of  enlightened 

inconsiderable  part  of  the  strength  and  opulence  and  discriminating  experience, 

of  the  whole.     This,  Sir,  is,  I  believe,  about  Sir,  I  should  be  inexcusable  in  coming  after 
the  true  number.    There  is  no  occasion  to 

exaggerate,  where  plain  truth  is  of  so  much  *  Mr.  Olover. 
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meh  a  pefwm  with  any  detail ;  if  a  great  part 
of  the  members  who  now  fill  the  hotse  had  not 
die  misfoftune  to  be  absent  when  he  a{>peared 
at  your  bar.  Besides,  Sir,  I  propose  to  take 
tlie  matter  at  periods  of  time  somewhat  dif^ 
ferent  from  his.  There  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  a 
point  of  view,  from  whence  if  you  will  look  at 
this  subject,  it  is  impossible  that  it  should  not 

rike  an  impression  upon  you. 
I  have  in  my  hand  two  accounts ;  one  a  com- 
parative state  of  the  export  trade  of  England 
to  its  colonies,  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1704, 
and  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1772.  The  other 
a  state  of  the  export  trade  of  this  country  to  its 
colonies  alone,  as  it  stood  in  1772,  compared 
vrith  the  whole  trade  of  England  to  all  parts  of 
the  world  (the  colonies  included)  in  the  year 
1704.  They  are  from  good  vouchers ;  the  lat- 
ter period  from  the  accounts  on  your  table,  the 
earlier  from  an  original  manuscript  of  Dave- 
nant,  who  first  established  the  inspector  gene- 
ral's office,  which  has  been  ever  since  his 
time  so  abundant  a  source  of  pariiamentary 
.  information. 
,.  ^  The  export  trade  to  the  colonies  consists  of 
^  three  great  branches.  The  African,  which, 
terminating  almost  wholly  in  the  colonies, 
must  be  put  to  the  account  of  their  commerce ; 
the  West  Indian  ;  and  the  North  American. 
All  these  are  so  interwoven,  that  the  attempt 
to  separate  them,  would  tear  to  pieces  the 
contexture  of  the  whole ;  and  if  not  entirely 
destroy,  would  very  much  depreciate  the  value 
of  all  the  parts.  I  therefore  consider  these 
three  denominations  to  be,  what  in  effect  they 
are,  one  trade. 
f\^  \  The  trade  to  the  colonies,  taken  on  the 
export  side,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
that  is,  in  the  year  1704,  stood  thus : 

Exports  to  North  America,  and  the 

West  Indies £.483,265 

To  Africa 86,665 


Fron  fife  hmdred  and  odd  tlMuniii  itkH 
grown  to  six  miUioos.  It  has  jncratfled  m 
k!«  than  twelTo-lbkL  This  is  the  state  dflhi 
colony  trade,  as  compared  wUh  itself  at  tbeit 
two  periods,  within  this  century ; — and  this  ii 
matter  for  meditation.  But  this  is  not  all 
Examine  my  second  account  See  how  the 
export  trade  to  the  colonies  alone  in  1772  stood 
in  the  other  point  of  view,  that  is,  as  coopusd 
to  the  whole  trade  of  England  in  1704. 

The  whole  export  trade  of  England, 
including  that  to  the  colonies,  in 
1704 £.6^fS» 

Export  to  the  coknies  akme,  in  1772  6,024,000 

Difference    -    485,000 


569,990 

In  the  year  1772,  which  I  take  as  a  middle 

year  between  the  highest  and  lowest  of  those 

lately  laid  on  your  table,  the  account  was  as 

follows : 

To  North  America,  and  the  West 

Indies £.4,791,734 

To  Africa 866,398 

To  which  if  you  add  the  export  trade 
from  Scotland,  which  had  in  1704 
no  existence 364,000 


6,022,132 


•     The  trade  with  America  alone  is  now  wiihio 
less  than  £.500,000  of  being  equal  to  wbatthif 
great  commercial  nation,  England,  carried  on 
at  the  beginning  <^thi8  century  with  the  whole 
world !    If  I  had  taken  the  largest  year  of  those 
on  your  table,  it  would  rather  have  exceeded. 
But,  it  will  be  said,  is  not  this  American  trade 
an  unnatural  protuberance,  that  has  drawn  the 
juices  from  the  rest  of  the  body  ?  The  reverse* 
It  is  the  very  food  that  has  nourished  every 
other  part  into  its  present  magnitude.    Oar 
general  trade  has  been  greatly  augmented; 
and  augmented  more  or  less  in  almost  every 
part  to  which  it  ever  extended ;  but  with  this 
material  difference ;  that  of  the  six  millions 
vdiich  in  the  beginning  <^  the  century  consti- 
tuted the  whole  mass  of  our  export  commerce, 
the  colony  trade  was  but  one  twelfth  part ;  it 
is  now  (as  a  part  of  sixteen  millicms)  conside- 
rably more  than  a  third  of  the  whdie.     This  is 
the  relative  proporticm  of  the  impcHlance  of  the 
colonies  at  these  two  periods :  and  all  reason- 
ing concerning  our  mode  of  treating  them  must 
have  this  proportion  as  its  basis;   or  it  is  a 
reasoning  weak,  rotten,  and  s(^histical. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  prevail  on  myself  to 
hurry  over  this  great  consideration.  It  is  good 
for  us  to  be  here.  We  stand  where  we  have 
an  immense  view  of  what  is,  and  what  is  past. 
Clouds  indeed,  and  darkness,  rest  upon  the 
future.  Let  us,  however,  before  we  descend 
fiiom  this  noble  eminence,  reflect  that  this 
growth  of  our  national  prosperity  has  ha[>- 
pened  within  the  short  period  of  the  life  of 
man.  It  has  happened  within  six^-eight 
years.  There  are  Uiose  alive  whose  memory 
might  touch  the  two  extremities.  For  instance, 
my  Lord  Bathurst  might  remember  all  the 
stages  of  the  progress.  He  was  in  1704  of  an 
age  at  least  to  be  made  to  comprehend  such 
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things.     He  was  then  oM  enough  aete  patera-  1  choose.  Sir,  to  enter  into  these  minute  and 
turn  Jam  legere.,  el  tpue  tit  potent  eognotcere  particular  details;  because  generalities,  which, 
virius. — Suppose,  Sir,  that  the  angel  of  this  in  all  other  cases  wre  apt  to  heighten  and  raise 
auspicious  youth,  foreseeing  the  many  Tirtues,  the  subject,  have  here  a  tendency  to  sink  it. 
which  made  him  one  of  the  most  amiable,  When  we  speak  of  the  commerce  with  our 
as  he    is    one  of  the  most  fortunate  men  of  colonies,  fiction  lags  after  truth ;  invention  is 
his  age,  had  opened  to  him  in  vision,  that,  unfruitfUl,  and  imagination  cold  and  barren, 
when,    in    the  fourth   generation,   the    third  Sofar,  Sir,astothein^rtance(if  theobject 
prince  c^   the  house  of  Brunswick  had  sat  in  the  view  of  its  commerce,  as  concerned  in 
twelve  years  cm  the  throne  of  that  nation,  the  exports  from  England.    If  I  were  to  detail 
which  (by  the  happy  issue  of  moderate  and  the  imports,  I  could  shew  how  many  enjoy- 
healing  councils)  was  to  be  made  Great  Bri-  ments  they  procure,  which  deceive  the  burthen 
tain,  he  should  see  his  son,  Lord  Chancellor  of  life ;  how  many  materials  which  invigorate 
of  England,  turn  back  the  current  of  heredi-  the  springs  of  national  industry,  and  extend 
tary  dignity  to  its  fountain,  and  raise  him  to  an  and  animate  every  part  of  our  foreign  and 
higher  rank  of  peerage,  whilst  he  enriched  the  domestic  commerce.    This  would  be  a  curious 
family  with  a  new  one— If  amid  these  bright  subject  indeed — but  I  must  prescribe  bounds 
and  happy  scenes  of  domestic  honour  and  pros-  to  myself  in  a  matter  so  vast  and  various, 
peri^,  that  angel  should  have  drawn  up  the  I  pass  therefore  to  the  colonies  in  another 
Gurt&in,  and  unfolded  the  rising  glories  of  his  point  of  view,  their  agriculture.     This  they 
country,  and  whilst  he  was  gazing  with  admi-  have  prosecuted  with  sudi  a  spirit,  that,  bin 
ration  on   the  then  commercial  grandeur  of  sides  feeding  plentifully  their  own  growing  mul- 
England,  the  genius  should  point  out  to  him  a  titude,  their  annual  export  of  grain,  compre- 
Uttle  speck,  scarce  visible  in  the  mass  of  the  hending  rice,  has  some  years  ago  exceeded  a 
national  interest,  a  small  seminal  principle,  million  in  value.    Of  their  last  harvest,  I  am 
nther  than  a  formed  body,  and  should  tell  him  persuaded,  they  will  export  much  more.    At 
•^**  Young  man,  there  is  America — which  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  some  of  these 
this  day  serves  for  little  more  than  to  amuse  colcmies  imported  com  from  the  mother  coui^ 
you  with  stories  of  savage  men,  and  uncouth  try.    For  some  time  past,  the  okl  world  has 
nvaaners ;  yet  shall,  before  you  taste  of  death,  been  fed  fit>m  the  new.    The  scarcity  which 
sbewitself  equal  to  the  whole  of  that  commerce  you  have  felt  would  have  been  a  desolating 
which  now  attracts  the  envy  of  the  wotkl.  £unine,  if  this  child  ofyour  old  age,  with  a  true 
Whatever  England  has  been  growing  to  by  a  filial  piety,  with  a  Roman  charity,  had  not  put 
progressive  increase  of  improvement,  brought  the  full  breast  of  its  youthful  exuberance  to  the 
in  by  varieties  of  people,  by  succession  of  civili-  mouth  of  its  exhausted  parent 
zing  conquests  and  civilizing  setdements  in  a  se*-  As  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies  have 
ries  of  seventeen  hundred  years,  you  shall  see  drawn  from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had 
as  much  added  to  her  by  America  in  the  course  all  that  matter  fully  opened  at  your  bar.   you 
of  a  single  life  !*'  If  this  state  of  his  country  had  surely  thought  those  acquisitions  of  value,  for 
been  foretold  to  him,  would  it  not  require  sJl  the  they  seemed  even  to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet 
sanguine  credulity  of  youth,  and  all  the  fervid  the  spirit,  by  which  that  enterprising  employ- 
glow  of  enthusiasm,  to  make  him  believe  it  ?  ment  has  been  exercised,  ought  rather,  in  my 
Fortunate  man,  he  has  lived  to  see  it !  Fortunate  c^inion,  to  have  raised  your  esteem  and  admira- 
indeed,  if  he  lives  to  see  nothmg  that  shall  vary  tiaa.  And  pray,  Sir,  what  in  the  w<Mid  is  equal 
the  prospect,  and  cloud  Uie  setting  of  his  day!  to  it  ?  Pass  by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the 
Excuse  me,  Sir,  if  turning  from  such  thoughts  manner  in  whidi  the  pec^le  df  New  England 
I  resume  this  comparative  view  once  more,  have  <rf'late  carried  onthevidiale  fishery.  Whilst 
Tou  have  seen  it  on  a  large  scale ;  look  at  it  we  follow  them  among  the  tumUing  mountains 
on  a  small  one.    I  will  point  out  to  your  atten-  <^ice,  and  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  deep- 
tion  a  particular  instance  of  it  in  the  single  est  frozen  recesses  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  Davis's 
province  of  Pennsylvania.    In  the  year  1704  Streights,  whilst  we  are  looking  for  them  be- 
^t  province  called  for  £.11,459  in  value  of  neatb  the  arctic  circle,  we  hear  that  they  have 
your  commodities,  native  and  foreign.    This  pierced  into  the  opposite  region  of  polar  cokl, 
^f^  the  whole.    What  did  it  demand  in  1772?  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged 
^^y  nearly  fifly  times  as  much ;  for  in  that  under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  south.    Falk- 
ysar  the  export  to  Pennsylvania  was  £.607,909,  land  Island,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  ro- 
oearly  equal  to  the  export  to  all  the  colonies  mantic  an  object  for  the  grasp  of  national  am- 
^ther  in  the  first  period.                          *  bition,  ia  but  a  stage  and  resting-place  in  the 
Vol.  I.— 15 
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[nogi9m  of  their  rictorious  industry.    Nor  is  rour  is  not  always  the  efiect  of  force ;  and  aa 

the  equinoctial  heat  more  discouraging  to  them,  armament  is  not  a  victory.    If  yoa  do  pot  sofi' 

than  the  accumulated  winter  (^both  the  poles,  ceed,  you  are  without  resource;  for,C0Dc3ii* 

We  know  that  whilst  somo  of  them  draw  the  tion  failing,  force  remains  ;  but,  force  (ailing, 

line  and  strike  the  harpoon  on  the  coast  of  no  further  hope  of  reconciliation  is  left  Power 

Africa,  otiieis  run  ihe  longitude,  and  pursue  and  authority  are  sometimes  bought  by  kind* 

their  gigantic  game  along  the  coast  of  Brazil,  ness ;  but  they  can  never  be  begged  as  alms, 

No  sea  but  what  is  vexed  by  their  fisheries,  by  an  impoverished  and  defeated  violence. 
No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils.         A  further  objection  to   force  is,  that  yoa 

Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  impair  the  object  by  your  very  endeavours  to 

activity  of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  preserve  iL     The  thing  you  fought  for  is  not 

sagacity  (^English  enterprise,   ever  carried  the  thing  which  you  recover ;  but  depreciated, 

this  most  perilous  mode  of  hard  industry  to  sunk,  wasted,  and  consumed  in  the  contest. 

the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed  by  this  Nothing  less  will  content  me,  ihanwhoUAsMf 

recent  people;  a  people  who  are  still,  as  it  rica,    I  do  not  choose  to  consume  its  strength 

were,  but  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  hardened  along  with  our  own ;  because  in  all  parts  it  is 

into  the  bone  of  manhood.     "WTien  I  contem-  the  British  strength  that  I  consume.    I  do  not 

plate  these  tilings ;  when  I  know  that  the  co-  choose  to  be  caught  by  a  foreign  enemy  at 

lonies  in  general  owe  little  or  nothing  to  any  the  end  of  this  exhausting  conflict ;  and  still 

care  of  ours,  and  that  they  are  not  squeezed  less  in  the  midst  of  it.    I  may  escape;  but  I 

into  this   happy  form  by  the  constraints  of  can  make  no  insurance  against  such  an  event, 

watchful  and  suspicious  government,  but  that  Let  me  add,  that  I  do  not  choose  wholly  to 

through  a  wise  and  salutary  neglect,  a  gene-  break  the  American  spirit,  because  it  is  the 

rous  nature  has  been  suffered  to  take  her  own  spirit  that  has  made  the  country, 
way  to  perfection ;  when  I  reflect  upon  these         Lastly,  we  have  no  sort  of  expexietux  in 

effects,  when  I  see  how  profitable  they  have  favour  of  force  as  an  instrument  in  the  rule  of 

been  to  us,  1  feel  all  the  pride  of  power  sink,  our  colonies.     Their  growth  and  their  utility 

and  all  presumption  in  the  wisdom  of  human  has  been  owing  to  methods  altogether  difiereoU 

contrivances  melt,  and  die  away  within  me.  Our  ancient  indulgence  has  been  said  to  be 

My  rigour  relents.    I  pardon  s(Mnething  to  tJie  pursued  to  a  fault.    It  may  be  so.    But  we 

spirit  of  liberty.  know,  if  feeling  is  evidence,  that  our  fault 

I  am  sensible.  Sir,  that  all  which  I  have  as-  was  more  tolerable  than  our  attempt  to  mend 

serted,  in  my  detail,  is  admitted  in  the  gross  ;  it ;  and  our  sin  far  more  salutary  than  our 

but  that  quite  a  different  conclusion  is  drawn  penitence. 

from  it.  America,  gentlemen  say,  is  a  noble  These,  Sir,  are  my  reasons  for  not  enter- 
object.  It  is  an  object  well  worth  fighting  for.  taining  that  high  opinion  of  untried  force,  by 
Certainly  it  is,  if  fighting  a  people  be  the  best  which  many  gentlemen,  for  whose  sentiments 
way  of  gaining  them.  Gentlemen  in  this  in  other  particulars  I  have  great  respect, 
respect  will  be  led  to  their  choice  of  means  by  seem  to  be  so  greatly  captivated.  But  there 
their  complexions  and  their  habits.  Those  who  is  stiil  behind  a  third  consideration  concerning 
understand  the  military  art,  will  of  course  have  this  object,  which  ^serves  to  determine  my 
some  predilection  for  it.  Those  who  wield  the  (pinion  on  the  sort  of  policy  which  ought  to 
thunder  of  the  state,  may  have  more  confidence  be  pursued  in  the  management  of  America, 
in  the  efllicacy  of  arms.  But  I  confess,  possi-  even  more  than  its  population  and  its  com- 
bly  for  want  of  this  knowledge,  my  opinion  is  merce,  I  mean  its  temper  and  characUr. 
much  more  in  favour  of  prudent  management,  In  this  character  of  the  Americans,  a  love 
than  of  force ;  considering  force  not  as  an  (/  freedom  is  the  predominating  feature  which 
odious,  but  a  feeble  instrument,  for  preserving  a  marks  and  distinguishes  the  whole :  and  as  an 
people  so  numerous,  so  active,  so  growing,  so  ardent  is  always  a  jealous  affection,  your  co- 
spirited  as  this,  in  a  profitable  and  subordinate  lonies  become  suspicious,  restive,  and  untrac- 
connection  with  us.  table,  whenever  they  see  the  least  attempt  to 

First,  Sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  wrest  from  tliem  by  force,  or  shuffle  from  them 

use  qS  force  alone  is  but  temporary.     It  may  by  chicane,  what  they  think  the  only  advan- 

Bubdue  for  a  moment ;  but  it  does  not  remove  tage  worth  living  for.     This  fierce  spirit  of 

the  necessity  of  subduing  again :  and  a  nation  liberty  is  stronger  in  the  Englisli  colonies  pro- 
is  not  governed,  which  is  perpetually  to  be  ^  bably  than  in  any  other  people  of  the  earth ; 

conquered.  and   this    fi'om  a  great  variety  of  powerful 

My  next  objection  is  its  uncertainly.    Ter-  oauses  :  which,  to  understand  Uie  true  temper 
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of  Ubeir  minds,  and  the  direction  which  this  they  found  that  beat,  they  thought  themselves 
spirit  takes,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  lay  open  sick  or  sound.    I  do  not  say  whether  they 
somewhat  more  largely.  were  right  or  wrong  in  applying  your  general 
First,  the  people  of  the  colonies  are  de-  arguments  to  their  own  case.     It  is  not  easy 
scendeots  of  Englishmen.    England,  Sir,  is  a  indeed  to  make  a  monopoly  of  theorems  and 
nation,  which  still  I  hope  respects,  and  for-  corollaries.  The  fact  is,  that  they  did  thus  apply 
merly  adored,  her  freedom.     The  colonists  those  general  arguments ;  and  your  mode  of 
emigrated  from  you,  when  this  part  of  your  governing  them,  whether  through  lenity  or  in- 
character  was  most  predominant ;  and  they  dolence,  Uirough  wisdom  or  mistake,  confirmed 
took  this  bias  and  direction  the  moment  they  them  in  the  imagination,  that  they,  as  well  as 
parted  from  your  hands.    They  are  therefore  you,had  an  interest  in  these  common  principles, 
not  only  devoted  to  liberty,  but  to  liberty  ac-         They  were  further  confirmed  in  this  plea- 
cording  to  English  ideas,  and  aa  English  prin-  sing  errour,  by  the  form  of  their  provincial 
ciples.     Abstract  liber^,  like  other  mere  ab-  legislative   assemblies.     Their    governments 
stractions,  is  not  to  be  found.    Liberty  inheres  are  popular  in  an  high  degree  ;  some  are 
in  some  sensible  objects;  and  every  nation  merely  popular ;  in  all,  the  popular  represen- 
has  formed  to   itself  some   favourite   point,  tative  is  the  most  weighty  ;  and  this  share  of 
which  by  way  of  eminence  becomes  the  cri-  the  people  in  their  ordinary  government  never 
terion  of  their  happiness.    It  happened,  you  fails  to  inspire  them  with  lofty  sentiments,  and 
know,  Sir,  that  the  great  contests  for  freedom  with  a  strong  aversion  from  whatever  tends  to 
in  this  country  were  from  the  earliest  times  deprive  them  of  their  chief  importance, 
diiefly  upon  the  question  of  taxing.    Most  of        If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  this  necessary 
the  c<Mitests  in  the  ancient  commonwealths  operation  of  me  form  of  government,  religion 
turned  primarily  on  the  right  of  election  of  would  have  given  it  a  complete  effect.    Reli- 
magistrates ;  or  on  the  balance  among  the  gion,  always  a  principle  of  energy,  in  this  new 
several  orders  of  the  state.    The  question  of  people,  is  no  way  worn  out  or  impaired ;  and 
money  was  not  with  them  so  immediate.  But  their  mode  of  professing  it  is  also  one  main 
in  England  it  was  otherwise.    On  this  point  cause  of  this  free  spirit.    The  people  are  pro- 
of taxes  the  ablest  pens,  and  most  eloquent  tesiants ;  and  of  that  kind,  which  is  the  most 
tongues,  have  been  exercised  ;  the  greatest  adverse  to  all  implicit  submission  of  mind  and 
spirits  have  acted  and  suffered.    In  order  to  opinion.     This  is  a  persuasion  not  only  fa- 
give  the  fullest   satisfaction   concerning  the  vourable  to  liberty,  but  built  upon  it.    I  do  not 
importance  of  this  point,  it  was  not  only  ne-  think.  Sir,  that  the  reason  of  this  averseness 
cessary  for  those  who  in  argument  defended  in  the  dissenting  churches  from  all  that  looks 
the  excellence  of  the  English  constitution,  to  like  absolute  government  is  so  much  to  be 
insist  rm  this  privilege  of  granting  money  as  sought  in  their  religious  tenets,  as  in  their  his-  . 
a  dry  point  of  fact,  and  to  prove,  that  the  right  tory.    Every  one  knows  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
had  been  acknowledged  in  ancient  parchments,  tholic  religion  is  at  least  coeval  with  most  of 
and  blind  usages,  to  reside  in  a  certain  body  the  governments  where  it  prevails ;  that  it  has 
called  an  house  of  commons.    They  went  much  generally  gone  hand  in  hand  with  them ;  and 
further;  they   attempted  to  prove,  and  they  received  great  favour  and  every  kind  of  sup- 
succeeded,  that  in  theory  it  ought  to  be  so,  port  from  authority.     The  church  of  England 
from  the  particular  nature  of  a  house  of  com-  too  was  formed  from  her  cradle  under  the  nur- 
DKHis,  as  an  immediate  representative  of  the  sing  care  of  regular  government.    But  the  dis- 
people ;  whether  the  old  records  had  delivered  senting  interests  have  sprung   up  in  direct 
this  oracle  or  not.    They  took  infinite  pains  opposition  to  all  the  ordinary  powers  of  the 
to  inculcate,  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that,  world ;  and  could  justify  that  opposition  only 
in  all  monarchies,  the  people  must  in  effect  on  a  strong  claim  to  natural  liberty.    Their 
themselves  mediately*  or  immediately  possess  very  existence  depended  on  the  powerful  and 
the  power  of  granting  their  own  money,  or  no  unremitted  assertion  of  that  claim.    AH  pro- 
shadow  of  liberty  could  subsist.     The  colonies  testantism,  even  the  most  cold  and  passive,  is 
draw  from  you,  as  with  their  life-blood,  these  a  sort  of  dissent.    But  the  religion  most  pre- 
ideas  and  principles.    Their  love  of  liberty,  valent  in  our  porthem  colonies  is  a  refinement 
as  with  you,  fixed  and  attached  on  this  spe-  on  the  principle  of  resistance ;  it  is  the  dissi- 
cific  point  of  taxing.    Liberty  might  be  safe,  dence  of  dissent ;  and  the  protestantism  of  the 
or  might  be  endangered  in  twenty  other  par-  protestant  religion.    This  religion,  under  a 
titulars,  without  their  being  much  pleased  or  variety  of  den<Hninations,  agreeing  in  nothing 
alarmed.     Here  they  felt  its  pulse ;  and  as-  but  in  the  communion  of  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
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is  predominant  in  most  of  the  northern  pro-  provinces  it  takes  the  lead.   The  greater 

▼inces ;  where  the  church  of  England,  notwith-  ber  of  the  deputies  sent  to  the  congress  ivere 

standing  its  legal  rights,  is  in  reality  no  more  lawyers.    But  all  who  read,  and  most  do  read, 

than  a  sort  of  private  sect,  not  composing  most  endeavour  to  obtain  scxne  smattering  in  that 

probably  the  tenth  of  the  people.    The  colo-  science.     I  have  been  told  by  an    eminent 

nists  left  England  when  this  spirit  was  high ;  bookseller,  that  in  no  branch  of  bis  business, 

and  in  the  emigrants  was  the  highest  of  all :  after  tracts  of  popular  devotion,  were  so  many 

and  even  that  stream  of  foreigners,  which  has  books  as  those  on  the  law  exported  to  the 

been  constantly  flowing  into  these  colonies,  plantations.     The  colonists  have  naw^  fidlen 

has,  for  the  greatest  part,  been  composed  of  into  the  way  ofprinting  them  for  their  own  use. 

dissenters  from  the  establishments  of  their  I  hear  that  they  have  sold  nearly  as  many  of 

several  countries,  and  have  brought  with  them  Blackstone's  Commentaries  in  America  as  in 

a  temper  and  character  far  from  alien  to  that  England.    General  Gage  marks  out  this  dis- 

of  the  people  with  whom  they  miied.  position  very  particularly  in  a  letter  on  your 

Sir,  I  can  perceive  by  their  manner,  that  table.    He  states,  that  all  the  people  in  his  go- 
some  gentlemen  object  to  the  latitude  of  this  vernment  are  lawyers,  or  smatterers  in  law  ; 
description ;  because  in  the  southern  colonies  and  that  in  Boston  they  have  been  enabled,  by 
the  church  of  England  forms  a  large  body,  and  Successdil  chicane,  wholly  to  evade  many  parts 
has  a  regular  establishment.    It  is  certainly  ofoneofyour  capital  penal  constitutions.    The 
true.   There  is  however  a  circumstance  atten-  smartness  of  debate  will  say,  that  this  know- 
ding  these  colonies,  which,  in  my  opinion,  fully  ledge   ought  to  teach  them  more  dearly  the 
counterbalances  this  difference,  and  makes  the  rights  of  legislature,  their  obli^tions  to  obe- 
spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  and  haughty  dience,  and  the  penalties  of  rebellion.    All  this 
than  in  those  to  the  northward.     It  is  that  in  is  mighty  well.   But  my  '''honourable  and  lear- 
Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  they  have  a  vast  ned  friend  on  the  floor,  who  condescends  to  mark 
multitude  of  slaves.    Where  this  is  the  case  what  I  say  for  animadversion,  will  disdain  that 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  those  who  are  free,  ground.   He  has  heard,  as  well  as  I,  that  when 
are  by  far  the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their  great  IxNiours  and  great  emoluments  do  not 
freedom.    Freedom  is  to  them  not  only  an  en-  win  over  this  knowledge  to  the  service  of  the 
joyment,  but  a  kind  of  rank  and  privilege.  Not  state,  it  is  a  formidable  adversary  to  govern- 
seeing  there,  that  freedom,  as  in  ccnintries  ment.    If  the  spirit  be  not  tamed  and  broken 
where  it  is  a  common  blessing,  and  as  broad  by  these  happy  methods,  it  is  stubborn  and 
and  general  as  the  air,  may  be  united  with  litigious.  Abeunt  studio  in  mores.    This  study 
much  abject  toil,  with  great  misery,  with  all  renders    men    acute,   inquisitive,   dexterous, 
the  exteriour  of  servitude,  liberty  looks,  among  prompt  in  attack,  ready  in  defence,  full  of  re- 
them,  like  something  that  is  more  noble  and  sources.    In  other  countries,  the  people,  nxne 
liberal.    I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  to  commend  the  simple,  and  of  a  less  mercurial  cast,  judge  of 
superiour  morality  of  this  sentiment,  which  an  ill  principle  in  government  only  by  an  actual 
has  at  least  as  much  pride  as  virtue  in  it ;  but  grievance ;  here  they  anticipate  the  evil,  and 
I  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  man.     The  fact  judge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the 
is  so;  and  these  people  of  the  southern  colo-  badness  of  the  principle.    They  augur  mis- 
nies  are  much  more  strongly,  and  with   an  government  at  a  distance ;  and  snufl^  the  ap- 
higher  and  more  stubborn  spirit,  attached  to  proach  of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze, 
liberty  than  those  to  the  northward.   Such  were         The  last  cause  of  this  disobedient  spirit  in 
all  the  ancient  commonwealths;  such  were  our  the  colonies  is  hardly  less  powerful  than  the 
Gothic  ancestors ;  such  in  our  days  were  the  rest,  as  it  is  not  merely  moral,  but  laid  deep 
Poles ;  and  such  will  be  all  masters  of  slaves,  in  the  natural  constitution  of  tilings.    Three 
who  are  not  slaves  themselves.    In  such  a  thousand  miles  of  ocean  lie  between  you  and 
people  the  haughtiness  of  domination  combines  them.    No  contrivance  can  prevent  the  effect 
with  the  spirit  of  freedom,  fortifies  it,  and  of  this  distance,  in  weakening  government, 
renders  it  invincible.  Seas  roll,  and  months  pass,  between  the  order 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  add  another  circum-  and  the  execution :  and  the  want  of  a  speedy 
stance  in  our  colonies,  whiqh  contributes  no  explanation  of  a  single  point,  is  enough  to  de- 
mean part  towards  the  growdi  and  effect  of  feat  a  whole  system.  You  have,  indeed,  win- 
this  untractable  spirit.  I  mean  their  educa-  ged  messengers  of  vengeance,  who  carry  your 
tion.  In  no  country  perhaps  in  the  wotM  is  bolts  in  their  pounces  to  the  remotest  verge  of 
the  law  so  general  a  study.  The  profession 
itself  is  numerous  and  powerful ;  and  in  most  *  The  Attorney  General. 
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te  sea.  But  there  a  power  steps  in,  that  lunits  strongly  urged  to  determine  something  con- 
^  annc^ance  of  raging  passions  and  furious  ceming  it.    We  are  called  upon  to  fix  some 
fikmonts,  and  says, ''  So  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  rule  and  line  for  our  future  conduct,  which  may 
w&rther."  Who  are  you,  that  should  fret  and  give  a  little  stability  to  our  politics,  and  pre- 
nge,  and  bite  the  chains  of  nature? — Nothing  vent  the  return  of  such  unhappy  deliberations 
vone  happens  to  you,  than  does  to  all  nations,  as  the  present.    Every  such  return  will  bring 
vfaohave  extensive  empire ;  and  it  happens  in  the  matter  before  us  in  a  still  more  untractable 
dtfae  fiirms  into  which  empire  can  be  thrown,  form.     For,  what  astonishing  and  incredible 
In  lar^  bodies,  the  circulation  of  power  must  things  have  we  not  seen  already  ?  What  mon- 
be  less  vigorous  at  the  extremities.  Nature  has  sters  have  not  been  generated  from  this  unnar- 
nid  it    The  Turk  cannot  govern  Egypt,  and  tural  contention  ?    Whilst  every  principle  of 
Arabia,  and  Curdistan,  as  he  governs  Thrace ;  authority  and  resistance  has  been  pushed,  upon 
nor  has  he  the  same  dominion  in  Crimea  and  both  sides,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  there  is  no- 
Algiers,  which  he  has  at  Brusa  and  Smyrna,  thing  so  solid  and  certam,  either  in  reasoning 
D^tism  itself  is  obliged  to  truck  and  buck-  or  in  practice,  that  has  not  been  shaken.  UntU 
>tnr.    The  Sultan  gets  such  obedience  as  he  very  lately,  all  authority  in  America  seemed  to 
can.   He  governs  with  a  loose  rein,  that  he  be  nothing  but  an  emanation  from  yours.  Even 
Otty  govern  at  all ;  and  the  whole  of  the  force  the  popular  part  of  the  colony  constitution  de- 
lod  vigour  of  his  authority  in  his  centre,  is  de-  rived  all  its  activity,  and  its  first  vital  move- 
rired  from  a  prudent  relaxation  in  all  his  bor-  -  ment,  from  the  pleasure  of  the  crown.    We 
<ler8.  Spain,  in  her  provinces,  is,  perhaps,  not  thou^t,  Sir,  that  the  utmost  which  the  discon- 
so  wdl  obeyed,  as  you  are  in  yours.  She  com-  tented  colonists  could  do,  was  to  disturb  autho . 
plies  too;  she  suUnits;  she  watdies  times,  rity;  we  never  dreamt  they  could  of  themselves 
This  is  the  immutable  condition,  the  eternal  supply  it ;  knowing  in  general  what  an  operose 
law,  of  extensive  and  detached  empire.  business  it  is,  to  establish  a  government  abso- 
Theo,  Sir,  firom  these  six  capital  sources ;  of  lutely  new.    But  having,  for  our  purposes  in 
descent;  of  form  of  government;  of  religion  this  contention,  resolved,  that  none  but  an  obe- 
in  the  iKMthem  provinces  ;  of  manners  in  the  dient  assembly  should  sit,  the  humours  of  the 
iootbeni ;  of  education ;  of  the  remoteness  of  people  there,  finding  all  passage  through  the 
(itoatioD  from  the  first  mover  of  government ;  legal  channel  stopped^  with  great  violence  broke 
from  all  these  causes  a  fierce  spirit  of  liberty  out  another  way.    Some  provinces  have  tried 
has  grown  up.    It  has  grown  with  the  growth  their  experiment,  as  we  have  tried  ours  ;  and 
of  the  people  in  your  colonies,  and  increased  theirs  has  succeeded.     They  have  formed  a 
with  the  increase  of  their  wealth ;  a  spirit,  that  government  sufficient  for  its  purposes,  without 
mdiappily  meeting  with  an  exercise  of  power  the  bustle  of  a  revolution,  or  the  troublesome 
in  England,  which,  however  lawful,  is  not  re-  formality  of  an  election.     Evident  necessity, 
concileaUe  to  any  ideas  of  liberty,  much  less  and  tacit  consent,  have  done  the  business  in  an 
with  theirs,  has  kindled  this  flame,  Uiat  is  ready  instant.    So  well  they  have  done  it,  that  Lord 
to  coasume  as.  Dunmore  (the  account  is  among  the  fragments 
I  do  not  mean  to  commend  either  the  spirit  on  your  table)  tells  you,  that  the  new  institu- 
in  this  excess,  or  the  m<H-al  causes  which  pro-  tion  is  infinitely  better  obeyed  than  the  ancient 
duce  it.     Perhaps  a  more  smooth  and  accom-  government  ever  was  in  its  most  fortunate  pe- 
modating  spirit  of  freedom  in  them  would  be  riods.    Obedience  is  what  makes  government, 
more  acceptable  to  us.  Perhaps  ideas  of  liberty  and  not  the  names  by  which  it  is  called ;  not 
might  be  desired,  more  reconcileable  with  an  the  name  of  governour,  as  formerly,  or  corn- 
arbitrary  and  boundless  authority.    Periiaps  mittee,  as  at  present.     This  new  government 
we  might  wish  the  colcmists  to  be  persuaded,  has  originated  directly  from  the  people;,  and 
that  their  liberty  is  more  secure  when  held  in  was  not  transmitted  through  any  of  the  ordi- 
tnist  for  them  by  us  (as  their  guardians  during  nary  artificial  media  of  a  positive  constitution, 
a  perpetual  minority)  than  with  any  part  of  it  It  was  not  a  manufacture  ready  formed,  and 
m  their  own  hands.    But  the  question  is,  not  transmitted  to  them  in  that  condition  from 
whether  their  spirit  deserves  praise  or  blame ;  England.    ThoNevil  arising  from  hence  is  this ; 
—what,  in  the  name  of  God,  shall  we  do  with  that  the  colonists  having  once  found  the  possi- 
it?    You  have  before  you  the  object;  such  as  bility  of  enjoying  the   advantages  of  order,  in 
ii  is,  with  all  its  glories,  with  all  its  imper-  the  midst  of  a  struggle  for  liberty,  such  strug- 
fections  on  its  head.  You  see  the  magnitude ;  gles  will  not  henceforward  seem  so  terrible  to 
the  importance;  the  temper;  the  habits ;  the  the  settled  and  sober  part  of  mankmd,  as  they 
dinrders.   By  all  these  considerations,  we  are  had  appeared  before  the  trial. 


482  SPEECH  ON  CONCILIATION  WITH  AJVIERICA, 

Pursuing  the  same  plan  of  punishing  by  the  started,  that  of  giving  up  the  cdonies ;  bat  it 
denial  of  the  exercise  of  gOTemment  to  still  met  so  slight  a  reception,  that  I  do  not  think 
greater  lengths,  we  wholly  abrogated  the  ancient  myself  obliged  to  dwell  a  great  while  upon  it. 
government  of  Massachusetts.  We  were  con-  It  is  nothing  but  a  little  sally  of  anger,  like  the 
fident,  that  the  first  feeling,  if  not  the  very  pros-  forwardness  of  peevish  children,  who,  when 
pect  cf  anarchy,  would  instantly  enforce  a  com-  they  cannot  get  all  they  would  have,  are  re- 
plete submission.    The  experiment  was  tried,  sdved  to  take  nothing. 

A  new,  strange,  unexpected  face  of  things         Thefirstof  these  pdans,  to  change  the  spirit 

appeared.   Anarchy  is  found  tcJeraUe.  A  vast  as  inccmvenient,  by  removing  the  causes,  I 

province  has  now  subsisted,  and  subsisted  in  a  think  is  the  most  like  a  systematic  proceediag. 

considerable  degree  of  health  and  vigour,  for  It  is  radical  in  its  principle ;  but  it  is  attended 

near  a  twelvemcmth,  without  govemour,  with-  with  great  difficuhies,  some  of  them  litde  ^ort, 

out  public  council,  without  judges,  without  as  I  conceive,  of  impossibilities.     This  will 

executive  magistrates.    How  long  it  will  con-  appeas4)y  examii»ing  into  the  plans  which  have 

tinue  in  this  state,  or  what  may  arise  out  of  beei^roposed. 

this  unheard-of  situation,  how  can  the  wisest       ^fs  the  growing  population  of  the  colonies 
of  us  conjecture  7    Our  late  experience  has  is  evidently  one  canse  of  their  resistance,  it 
taught  us,  that  many  of  those  fundamental  prin-  was  last  session  mentioned  in  both  houses,  by 
ciples,  formerly  believed  infallible,  are  either  men  of  weight,  and  received  not  without  ap- 
not  of  the  importance  they  were  imagined  to  *  plause,  that,  in  order  to  check  this  evil,  it 
be ;  or  that  we  have  not  at  all  adverted  to  some  would  be  proper  for  the  crown  to  make  no  fur- 
other  far  more  important,  and  far  more  power-  ther  grants  of  land.    But  to  this  scheme  there 
ful  principles,  which  entirely  over-rule  those  are  two  objections.    The  first,  that  there  is 
we  had  considered  as  omnipotent.   I  am  much  already  so  much  unsettled  land  in  private  hands, 
against  any  further  experiments,  which  tend  to  as  to  afford  room  for  an  immense  future  popo- 
put  to  the  proof  any  more  of  these  allowed  lation,  although  the  crown  not  only  withhekl 
opinions,  which  contribute  so  much  to  the  pub-  its  grants,  but  annihilated  its  soil.    If  this  be 
lie  tranquillity.    In  effect,  we  suffer  as  much  the  case,  then  the  only  effect  of  this  avarice  of 
at  home,  by  this  loosening  of  all  ties,  and  this  desolation,  this  hoarding  of  a  royal  wilderness, 
concussion  of  all  established  opinions,  as  we  would  be  to  raise  the  value  of  the  possessions 
do  abroad.     For,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  in  the  hands  of  the  great  private  monopolists, 
Americans  have  no  right  to  their  liberties,  we  without  any  adequate  check  to  the  growing  and 
are  every  day  endeavouring  to  subvert   the  alarming  mischief  of  population, 
maxims  which  preserve  the  whole  spirit  of  our        But  if  you  stopped  your  grants,  what  would 
own.    To  prove  that  the  Americans  ought  not  be  the  consequence  ?  The  people  would  occupy 
to'  be  free,  we  are  obliged  to  depreciate  the  without  grants.    They  have  already  so  occu- 
value  of  freedom  itself;  and  we  never  seem  to  pied  in  many  places.    You  cannot  station  gar- 
gain  a  paltry  advantage  over  them  in  debate,  risons  in  every  part  of  these  deserts.    If  you 
without  attacking  some  of  those  principles,  or  drive  the  people  from  one  place,  they  will  carry 
deriding  some  of  those  feelings,  for  which  our  on  their  annual  tillage,  and  remove  with  their 
ancestors  have  shed  their  blood.  flocks  and  herds  to  another.    Many  of  the  peo- 

But,  Sir,  in  wishing  to  put  an  end  to  pemi-  pie  in  the  back  settJements  are  already  little 

cious  experiments,  I  do  not  mean  to  preclude  attached  to  particular  situations.  Already  they 

the  fullest  inquiry.    Far  from  it.    Far  from  have  topped  the  Apalachian  mountains.  From 

deciding  on  a  sudden  or  partial  view,  I  would  thence  they  behold  before  them  an  immense 

patiently  go  round  and  round  the  subject,  and  sur-  plain,  one  vast,  rich,  level  meadow ;   a  square 

vey  it  minutely  in  every  possible  aspect.    Sir,  of  five  hundred  miles.    Over  this  they  would 

if  I  were  capable  of  engaging  you  to  an  equal  wander,  without  a  possibility  of  restraint ;  they 

attention,  I  would  state,  that,  as  far  as  I  am  would  change  their  manners  with  the  habits  of 

capable  of  discerning,  there  are  but  three  ways  their  life  ;  would  soon  forget  a  government  by 

of  proceeding  relative  to  this  stubborn  spirit,  which  they  were  disowned ;   would  become 

^vhich  prevails  in  your  colonies,  and  disturbs  hordes  of  Englif^h  Tartars;  and,  pouring  down 

}our  government.      These  are — To  chan^^e  upon  your  unfortified   frontiers  a  fierce  and 

that  spirit,  as  inconvenient,  by  removing  the  irresistible  cavalry,  become  masters  of  youi 

causes.     To  prosecute  it  as  criminal.    Or,  to  govemours  and  your  counsellors,  your  collectors 

comply  with  it  as  necessary.    I  would  not  be  and  comptrollers,  and  of  all  the  slaves  that 

guilty  of  an  imperfect  enumeration ;  I  can  think  adhered  to  them.    Such  would,  and,  in  no  kog 

of  but  these  three.    Another  has  indeed  been  time,  must  be,  the  effect  of  attempting  to  fwbid 
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as  a  crime,  and  to  suppress  as  an  evil,  the  The  language  in  which  they  would  hear  you 

commaixl  and  blessing  of  Providence,  "  In-  tell  thera  this  tale,  would  detect  the  imposition ; 

■        crease  and  multiply."    Such  would  be  the  your  speech  would  betray  you.    An  English- 

^       kxppj  result  of  an  endeavour  to  keep  as  a  lair  man  is  the  unfittest  person  on  earth  to  argue 

of  wild  beasts,  that  earth,  which  God,  by  an  another  Englishman  into  slavery, 

express  charter,  has  given  to  the  children  of  I  think  it  is  nearly  as  little  in  our  power  to 

Bteo.    Far  different,  and  surely  much  wiser,  change  their  republican  religion,  as  Uieir  free 

has  been  our  policy  hitherto.     Hitherto  we  descent ;  or  to  substitute  the  Roman  Catholic, 

liave  invited  our  people  by  every  kind  of  bounty,  as  a  penalty;  or  the  Church  of  England,  as 

to  fixed  estaUishments.    We  have  invited  the  an   improvement.     The   mode  of  inquisition 

hosbandman  to  look  to  authority  for  his  title,  and  dragooning  is  going  out  of  fashion  in  the 

We  have  taught  him  piously  to  believe  in  the  old  world ;  and  I  should  not  confide  much  to 

mysterious  virtue  of  wax  and  parchment.    We  their  efficacy  in  the  new.    The  education  of 

hare  thrown  each  tract  of  land,  as  it  was  peo-  the  Americans   is  also  on  the  same  unalter- 

pled,  into  districts ;  that  the  ruling  power  should  able  bottom  with  their  religion.    You  cannot 

never  be  wholly  out  of  sight.    We  have  si^tled  persuade  them  to  burn  their  books  of  curious 

allweeoukl;  and  we  have  carefully  aoended  science;    to  banish  their  lawyers  from  the 

^ery  settlement  with  government.  ^  courts  of  law ;  or  to  quench  the  lights  of  their 

Adhering,  Sir,  as  I  do,  to  this  policy,  as  well  assemblies,  by  refusing  to  choose  those  per- 

as  for  the  reasons  I  have  just  given,  I  think  -  sons  who  are  best  read  in  their  privileges.    It 

this  new  project  of  hedging-in  population  to  be  would  be  no  less  impracticable  to  think  of 

oeither  prudent  nor  practicable.  wholly  annihilating  the  popular  assemblies,  in 

To  impoverish  the  colonies  in  general,  and  which  tliese  lawyers  sit.  The  army,  by  which 

in  particular  to  arrest  the  noble  course  of  their  we  must  govern  in  their  place,  would  be  far 

ntarine  enterprises,  would  be  a  more  easy  more  chargeable  to  us ;  not  quite  so  effectual ; 

task.    I  freely  confess  it    We  have  shewn  a  and  perhaps,  in  the  end,  full  as  difficult  to  be 

disposition  to  a  system  of  this  kind ;  a  disposi-  kept  in  obedience. 

lion  even  to  continue  the  restraint  after  the  With  regard  to  the  high  aristocratic  spirit 

offence ;  looking  on  ourselves  as  rivals  to  our  of  Virginia  and  the  southern  colonies,  it  has 

ook>nies,  and  persuaded  that  of  course  we  must  been  proposed,  I  know,  to  reduce  it,  by  decla- 

fain  all  that  they  shall  lose.    Much  mischief  ring  a  general  enfranchisement  of  their  slaves. 

we  may  certainly  do:    The  power  inadequate  This  project  has  had  its  advocates  and  pane- 

to  an  other  things  is  often  more  than  sufficient  gyrists ;  yet  I  never  could  argue  myself  into 

for  this.  I  do  not  k>ok  on  the  direct  aad  imme-  any  opinion  of  it.    Slaves  are  oflen  much 

diate  power  of  the  colonies  to  resist  our  vio-  attached  to  their  masters.    A   general  wild 

lence,  as  very  formidable.    In  this,  however,  offer  of  liberty,  would  not  always  be  accepted. 

I  may  be  misrtaken.  But  when  I  consider,  that  History  furnishes  few  instances  of  it.    It  is 

we  have  colonies  for  no  purpose  but  to  be  ser-  sometimes  as  hard  to  persuade  slaves  to  be 

▼iceable  to  us,  it  seems  to  my  poor  understan-  free,  as  it  is  to  compel  freemen  to  be  slaves: 

ding  a  little  preposterous,  to  make  them  unser-  and  in  this  auspicious  scheme,  we  should  have 

vic^ble,  in  order  to  keep  them  obedient.    It  both  these  pleasing  tasks  on  our  hands  at  once, 

is,  in  truth,  nothing  more  than  the  old,  and,  as  But  when  we  talk  of  enfranchisement,  do  we 

I  thought,  exploded  problem  of  tyranny,  which  not  perceive  tliat  the  American  master  may 

propoaes  to  beggar  its  subjects  into  submissi(».  enfranchise  too ;   and  arm   servile  hands   in 

But  remember,  when  you  have  completed  your  defence  of  freedom  ?    A  measure  to  which 

■ystemof  impoverishment,  that  nature  still  pro-  other  people  have  had  recourse  more  than 

ceeds  in  her  ordinary  course;  that  discontent  once,  and  not  without  success,  in  a  desperate 

will  increase  with  misery  ;  and  that  there  are  situation  of  their  affairs. 

critical  moments  in  the  fortune  of  all  states.  Slaves  as  these  unfortunate  black  people  are, 

when  they  who  are  too  weak  to  contribute  to  and  dull  as  all  men  are  from  slavery,  must 

your  prosperity,  maybe  strong  enough  to  com-  they  not  a  little  suspect  the  offer  of  freedom 

plete  your  ruin.     Spoliaiisamia  supersunt.  from  that  very  nation  which  has  sold  them  to 

The  temper  and  character,  which  prevail  in  tlieir  present  masters?    From  that  nation,  one 

our  colonies,  are,  I  am  afraid,  unalterable  by  of  whose  causes  of  quarrel  with  those  masters, 

any  human  art.    We  cannot,  I  fear,  falsify  the  is  their  refus^  to  deal  any  more  in  that  inhu- 

pedigree  of  this  fierce  people,  and  persuade  man    traffic  7    'An   offer    of    freedom   from 

them  diat  they  are  not  sprung  from  a  nation,  in  England,  would  come  rather  oddly,  shipped  to 

ivboM  veins  the  blood  of  freedom  circulates,  them  in  an  African  vessel,  which  is  refused  an 


S84  SPEECH  ON  CONCILIATION  WITH  AMERICA. 

eotiy  into  the  ports  >if  Virginia  or  Cvdina,  under  one  common  head;  whether  this  head  be 

with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred  Angola  negroes,  a  monarch,  or  a  presiding  republic.    It  does, 

It  would  be  curious  to  see  the  Guinea  captain  in  such  constitutions,  frequently  happen  (and 

attempting  at  the  same  instant  to  publish  his  nothing  but  the  dismal,  cold,  dead  miifbrmity 

proclamation  of  liber^,  and  to  advertise  his  of  servitude  can  prevent  its  happening)  that 

sale  of  riaves.  the  subordinate  parts  have  many  locsd  privi- 

But  let  us  suppose  aH  these  moral  diffical-  leges  and  immunities.  Between  these  privi- 
ties got  ov«r.  The  ocean  remains.  You  can-  leges,  and  the  supreme  oommm  authori^,  (he 
not  pump  this  dry;  andas  long  as  it  continues  line  may  be  extremely  nice.  Of  course  di»> 
in  its  present  beid,  so  long  all  the  causes  putes,  often  too,  very  Utter  disputes,  and  much 
which  weaken  authority  by  distance  will  con-  ill  blood,  will  arise.  But  though  every  privi- 
tinne.  **  Ye  gods,  arniyiilate  but  space  and  lege  is  an  exemption  (in  the  case)  from  the 
time,  and  make  two  lovers  happy  !^ — was  a  oidinary  exercise  of  the  supreme  authority,  it 
pious  and  passionate  prayer ;— but  just  as  rea-  is  no  denial  of  it.  The  daim  of  a  privil^e 
sonable,  as  many  of  die  swious  wishes  of  very  seems  rather  ea?  ts  fermim,  to  imply  a  superiour 
grave  and  sdemn  politicians.  iptmer.    For  to  talk  of  the  privileges  of  a  state 

If  then.  Sir,  it  seems  almost  desperate  to  or  of  a  person,  who  has  no  suporiour,  is  hardly 

think  of  any  alterative  course,  for  changing  any  better  than  speaking  nonsense.    Now,  in 

the  moral  causes  (and  not  quite  easy  to  re-  such  un^Nrtunate  quarrels,  among  the   ccwnpo- 

move  the  natural)  which  produce  prejudices  nent  parts  of  a  great  political  union  of  coro- 

irreconcileaUe  to  die  late  exercise  of  our  an-  munities,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  any  thing 

thority ;  but  thiU  the  spirit  in&llibly  will  con-  more  ownpletely  im[Mrudent,  than  tor  the  bead 

tinne ;    and,  continuing,  will  produce  sudi  of  the  empire  to  insist,  diat,  tf  any  privilege 

effects,  as  now  embarrass  us ;  die  second  mode  is  pleaded  against  his  wiU,  or  his  acts,  that  his 

undor  0(Hisiderati(m  is,  to  prosecute  that  spirit  whole  authority  is  denied ;  instantly  to  pro- 

in  its  overt  acts,  as  criminal.  daim  rdielUon,  to  beat  to  arms,  and  to  put 

At  this  proposition,  I  must  pause  a  moment,  the  oSeading  provinces  under  the  ban.    Will 

The  thing  seems  a  great  deal  too  big  for  my  not  this,  Sir,  very  soon  teadi  the  provinces  to 

ideas  of  jurisprudence.    It  should  seem,  to  make  no  distinctions  on  their  part  ?     Witt  it 

my  way  df  conceiving  such  matters,  that  diere  not  teach  them  that  the  government,  against 

is  a  very  wide  difference  in  reason  and  pdicy,  whidi  a  claim  of  liberty  is  tantamount  to  hi^ 

between  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  the  irregu-  treason,  ia  a  govemraent  to  which  sulNnission 

lar  cmiduct  d*  scattered  individuals,  <Mr  even  of  is  equivalent  to  slavery  ?    It  may  not  always 

bands  of  nea,  who  disturb  order  within  the  be   quite  convenient   to   impress  dependent 

state,  and  the  civil  dissensions  which  may,  communities  with  such  an  idea, 
from  time  to  time,  on  great  questi<»is,  agitate        We  are  indeed,  in  aQ  disputes  with  the 

the  several  commraiities  which   compose  a  cdonies,  by  the  necessity  of  things,  the  judge, 

great  empire.    It  lodes  to  me  to  be  narrow  It  is  true.  Sir.    But  I  confess,  that  the  cba- 

and  pedantic,  to  apply  the  ordinary  ideas  of  racter  of  judge  in  my  own  caise,  is  a  thing 

criminal  justice  to  this  great  public  contest.   I  that  frightens  me.    Instead  of  tiling  me  widi 

do  not  know  the  method  of  drawing  up  an  pride,  I  am  exceedingly  humbled  by  it.    I 

indictment  against  an  whde  people.    I  cannot  cannot  proceed  with  a  stem,  assured,  judicial 

insult  and  ridicule  the  feelings  of  millions  of  confidence,  until  I  find  myself  in  something 

my  fellow-creatures,  as    Sir  Edward  Coke  more  like  a  judicial  character.    I  must  have 

insulted  one  excdlent  individual  (Sir  Waher  these  hesitations  as  long  as  I  un  compelled  to 

Raleigh)  at  the  bar.    I  am  not  ripe  to  pass  recollect,  that,  in  my  little  reading  up<»i  sach 

sentence  on  the  gravest  public  bodies,  entrusted  contests  as  these,  the  sense  of  mankind  has, 

with  magistracies  of  great  authority  and  dig-  at  least,  as  oflen  decided  against  the  superioar 

nity,  and  charged  with  the  safe^  df  their  fel-  as  the  subordinate  power.    Sir,  let  me  add 

low-citizens,  upon  the  very  same  title  that  I  too,  that  the  opinion  of  my  having  some  al)- 

am.    I  really  Uiink,  that  for  wise  men  this  is  stract  right  in  my  favour  would  not  put  me 

not  judicious ;  for  sober  men,  not  decent ;  for  much  at  my  ease  in  passing  sentence ;  unless 

miods  tinctured  with  humanity,  not  nuld  and  I  could  be  sure,  that  there  were  no  rights  which, 

merciful.  in  their  exercise  under  certain  circumstances, 

Periiaps,  Sir,  I  am  mistaken  in  my  idea  of  were  not  die  most  odious  of  aU  wr(»igs,  and 

an  empire,  as  dis'anguished  from  a  single  state  the  most  vexatious  of  all  injustice.    Sir,  these 

or  kingd(Mn.  .  But  my  idea  of  it  is  this ;  that  considerations  have  great  weight  with  ms* 
an  empire  is  the  aggregate  of  many  states      when  I  find  things  so  circumstanced,  that  I 
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•M  tils  aamo  partj,  at  onoe  a  citU  litigant  complaint.    The  colonies  complaiD,  that  thsf 

aipJHt  me  in  point  of  ri^t,  and  a  culprit  be-  have  not  the  characteristic  muk  and  seal  of 

fim  mo ;'  whUe  I  sit  as  criminal  judge,  on  acts  British  fireedcnn.    They  con^laini  that  thejr 

cf  his,  whose  moral  quali^  is  to  be  decided  are  taxed  in  a  parliament,  in  which  they  are 

nponthe  merits  of  that  very  litigati(Hi.    M&i  not  represented.    If  you  mean  to  satisfy  them 

«re  every  now  and  then  put,  by  the  complexity  at  all,  you  must  satisfy  them  with  regard  to 

ofhoman  affairs,  into  strange  situaticMis;  but  this  complaint.    If  you  mean  to  please  any 

jiatiee  is  the  same,  let  the  judge  be  in  what  people,  you  must  give  them  the  boon  which 

lilnation  he  will.  they  ask ;  not  what  you  may  think  better  for 

There  is,  Sir,  also  a  circumstance  which  them,  but  of  a  kind  totally  different.    Such  an 

coorinees  me,  that  this  mode  of  criminal  pro-  act  may  be  a  wise  regulation,  but  it  is  no 

oeeding  is  not  (at  least  in  the  present  stage  of  concessi(xi ;  whereas  our  present  theme  is  the 

ov  contest)  altogether  expedient ;  which  is  mode  of  giving  satisfaction. 

nodung  less  than  the  conduct  of  those  very        Sir,  I  think  you  must  perceive,  that  I  am 

persons  who  have  seemed  to  adopt  that  mode,  resolved  this  day  to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do 

l>7  lately  declaring  a  r^>eUion  in  Massachu-  with  the  question  of  the  right  of  taxaticm. 

setts'  Bay,  as  they  had  formerly  addressed  to  Some  gentlemen  startle — ^but  it  is  true ;  I  put 

hate  traitors  iMtnight  hither  under  an  act  of  it  U^ly  out  of  the  question.    It  is  less  than 

Henry  the  Eighdi,  for  trial.      For  tliough  nothing  in  my  consideration.    I  do  not  indeed 

r^IKon   is  declared,   it   is  not    proceeded  wonder,  nor  will  you,  Sir,  that  gentlemen  of 

gainst  as  such ;   nor  have  any  steps  been  profound  leaniing  are  fcmd  of  disi^aying  it  (» 

bdiea  towards  Uie  apprehension  or  conviction  this  profound  subject.    But  my  consideration 

of  any  individual  ofllender,  either  on  our  late  is  narrow,  confined,  and  whdly  limited  to  the 

or  oar  former  address ;  but  modes  of  public  policy  of  the  question.    I  do  not  examine, 

coereioahave  been  adopted,  and  such  as  have  whether  the  giving  away  a  man's  money  be  a 

modi  more  resemUance  to  a  sort  of  qualified  power  excepted  and  reserved  out  of  the  geoe- 

lustili^  towards  an  independent  power  than  r^  trust  of  government ;  and  how  far  all  man- 

tbe  pomdunent  of  rebellious  subjects.     All  kind,  in  all  forms  of  polity,  are  entitled  to  an 

^  seems  rather  inconsistent;  but  it  shews  exercise  (^that  right  by  the  charter  of  nature. 

W  difiicdt  it  is  to  apply  these  juridical  ideas  Or  whether,  on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxa- 

to  our  present  case.  tion  is  necessarily  involved    in  the  general 

In  this  situation,  let  us  seriously  and  coolly  principle  of  legislation,  and  inseparable  from 

ponder.    What  is  it  we  have  got  by  all  our  the  wdinary  supreme  power.     These  are  deep 

">cDace8,whichhave  been  many  and  ferocious?  questions,  where  great  names  militate  against 

What  advantage  have  we  derived  from  the  each  other;  where  reason  is  perplexed;  and 

P^nal  laws  we  have  passed,  and  which,  for  an  appeal  to  authorities  (»ily  thickens  the  c<ni- 

^  time,  have  been  severe  and  numerous  ?  fusion.    For  high  and  reverend   authorities 

"^t  advances  have  we  made  towards  our  lift  up  their  heads  on  both  sides ;  and  there  is 

ohject,  by  the  sending  of  a  force,  which,  by  no  sure  footing  in  the  middle.     This  point  is 

"^  uid  sea,  is  no  contemptible  strength  ?  the  great  Serbonian  bogy  betiaiait  Damiata  and 

"U  the  disorder  abated?    Nothing  less. —  Mount  Camu  old,  where  amUea  whole  have 

When  I  see  things  in  this  situation,  after  such  sunk.    I  do  not  intend  to  be  overwhehned  in 

^^'i^ent  hopes,  bold  promises,  and  active  ex-  that  bog,  though  in  such  respectable  company. 

^008, 1  cannot,  for  my  life,  avoid  a  suspicion,  The  question  with  me  is,  not  whether  you 

^  the  plan  itself  is  not  correctly  right.  have  a  right  to  render  your  people  miserable  ; 

If  then  the  removal  of  the  causes  ofUiis  but  whether  it  is  not  your  interest  to  make 

"pint  of  American  liberty  be,  for  the  greater  them  happy.    It  is  not,  what  a  lawyer  tells 

pvt,  or  rather  entirely,  impracticaUo  ;  if  the  me,  I   majf  do ;  but.  what  humanity,  reason, 

jtieas  of  criminal  process  be  inapplicable,  or,  and  justice,  tell  me,  I  ought  to  do.    Is  a  po* 

if  applicable,  are  in  the  highest  degree  inex-  litic  act  the  worse  for  being  a  generous  one? 

pedient,  what  way  yet  remains  ?    No  way  is  Is  no  concession  proper,  but  that  which  is 

open,  but  the  third  and  last — to  comply  with  made  firom  your  want  of  right  to  keep  what 

the  American  spirit  as  necessary ;  or,  if  you  you  grant  ?    Or  does  it  lessen  the  grace  ot 

please  to  submit  to  it,  as  a  necessary  evil.  dignity  of  relaxing  in  the  exercise  of  an  odious 

If  we  adopt  this  mode ;  if  we  mean  to  con-  claim,  because  you  have  your  evidence-room 

efliate  and  concede ;  let  us  see  of  what  nature  full  of  titles,  and  your  magazines  stuffed  with 

the  concession  ought  to  be:  to  ascertain  the  arms  to  enforce  Uiem?  What  signify  all  those 

nature  of  our  coneessicm,  we  must  look  at  their  titles,  and  all  those  arms  ?    Of  what  avail  are 
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they,  when  the  reason  of  the  thing  tells  me,  quarrel  of  the  Americana  with  taxation  was 

that  the  assertion  of  my  title  is  the  loss  of  my  no  more  than  a  cloak  and  cover  to  this  design, 

suit ;  and  that  I  could  do  nothing  but  wound  Such  has  been  the  language  even  of  a  gentle- 

myself  by  the  use  of  my  own  weapons  ?  man'^  of  real  moderation,  and  of  a  natural 

Such  is  steadfastly  my  opinion  of  the  abso-  temper  so  well  adjusted  to  fair  and  equal  go- 

l^ite  necessity  of  keeping  up  the  concord  of  this  Temment.    I  am,  however.  Sir,  not  a  little 

empire  by  a  unity  of  ^irit,  though  in  a  diver-  surprised  lU  this  kind  of  discourse,  whenever 

sity  of  operations,  that,  if  I  were  sure  the  I  hear  it ;  and  I  am  the  more  surprised,  on 

colonists  had,  at  their  leaving  this  country,  account  of  the  arguments  which  I  constantly 

sealed  a  regular  compact  of  servitude  ;  that  find  in  company  with  it,  and  which  are  often 

they  had  solemnly  at^ured  all  the  rights  of  urged  from  the  same  mouths,  and  on  the  same 

citizens ;  that  they  had  made  a  vow  to  renounce  day. 

all  ideas  of  liberty  for  them  and  their  posterity.        For  instance,  when  we  allege,  that  it  is 

to  all  generations,  yet  I  should   hold  myself  against  reason  to  tax  a  people  under  so  many 

obliged  to  ccmform  to  the  temper  I  found  uni-  restraints  in  trade  as  the  Americans,  the  noble 

versally  prevalent  in  my  own  day,  and  to  go-  lordf  in  the  blue  riband  shall  tell  you,  that 

vem  two  million  of  men,  impatient  of  servi-  the  restraints  on  trade  are  futile  and  useless ; 

tude,  on  the  principles  of  freedom.    I  am  not  of  no  advantage  to  us,  and  of  no  burthen  to 

determining  a  point  ci  law ;  1  am  restoring  those  oa  whom  they  are  imposed ;  that  the 

tranquillity ;  and  the  general  character  and  trade  to  America  is  not  secured  by  the  acts 

situation  of  a  people  must   determine  what  of  navigation,  but  by  the  natural  and  irresis- 

sort  of  government  is  fitted  for  them.    That  tible  advantage  of  a  commercial  preference, 
point  nothing  else  can  or  ought  to  determine.        Such  is  the  merit  of  the  trade  laws  in  this 

My  idea,  therefore,  without  considering  wb&-  posture  of  the  debate.    But  when  strong  in- 

ther  we  yield  as  matter  of  right,  or  grant  as  ternal  circumstances  are  urged  against  the 

matter  of  favour,  is,  to  admit  the  ptofie  afowr  taxes ;  when  the  scheme  is  dissected ;  when 

cdame»  into  an  mterett  in  the  constitution ;  and,  experience  and  the  nature  of  things  are  brought 

by  recording  that  admission  in  the  journals  of  to  prove,  and  do  prove,  the  utter  impossibility 

parliament,  to  give  them  as  strong  an  assu-  of  obtaining  an  effective  revenue  from  the  co- 

rance  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit,  lonies;  when  these  things  are  pressed,  or  rather 

that  we  mean  for  ever  to  adhere  to  that  solemn  press  themselves,  so  as  to  drive  the  advocates 

declaration  of  systematic  indulgence.  of  colony  taxes  to  a  clear  admission  <^the  fu- 

Some  years  ago,  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  act,  tility  of  the  scheme ;  then.  Sir,  the  sleeping 

upon   its   understood  principle,  might  have  trade  laws  revive  from  their  trance ;  and  this 

served  to  shew,  that  we  intended  an  uncon-  useless  taxati<Hi  is  to  be  kept  sacred,  not  fix- 

ditional  abatement  of  the  exercise  of  a  taxing  its  own  sake,  but  as  a  counter-guard  and  secu- 

power.    Such  a  measure  was  then  suflkient  rity  of  the  laws  of  trade, 
to  remove  all  suspicion,  and  to  give  perfect        Then,  Sir,  you  keep  up  revenue  laws  which 

content.    But  unfortunate  events,  since  that  are  mischievous,  in  order  to  preserve  trade 

time,  may  make  something  further  necessary ;  laws  that  are  useless.    Such  is  the  wisdom  of 

and  not  more  necessary  for  the  satisfiiction  of  our  plan  in  both  its  members.    They  are  sepa- 

the  colonies,  than  for  the  dignity  and  consis-  rately  given  up  as  of  no  value,  and  yet  one  is 

tency  of  our  own  future  proceedings.  always  to  be  defended  for  the  sake  of  the  other. 

I  have  taken  a  very  incorrect  measure  of  But  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  nor 
the  disposition  of  the  house,  if  this  proposal  in  with  the  pamphlet  from  whence  he  seems  to 
itself  would  be  received  with  dislike.   I  think,  have  borrowed  these  ideas,   concerning  the 
Sir,  we  have  few  American  financiers.    But  inutility  of  the  trade  laws.    For  without  ido- 
our  misfortune  is,  we  are  too  acute ;  we  are  lizing  them,  I  am  sure  they  are  still,  in  numy 
too  exquisite  in  our  conjectures  of  the  future,  ways,  of  great  use  to  us ;  uid  in  former  times, 
for  men  oppressed  with  such  great  and  pre-  they  have  been  of  the  greatest.    They  do  con- 
sent evils.    The  more  moderate  am<nig  the  fine,  and  they  do  greatly  narrow,  the  maricet 
<^»posers  of  parliamentary  concession  freely  for  the  Americans.    But  my  perfect  convio 
confess,  that  they  hope  no  good  from  taxation ;  tion  of  this,  does  not  help  me  in  the  least  to 
but   they  apprehend  the  colonists  have  fui^  discern  how  the  revenue  la^fra  form  any  secu- 
ther  views ;  and  if  this  point  were  conceded,  rity  whatsoever  to  the  commercial  regulations; 
they  would  instantly  attack  the  trade  laws,  or  that  these  commercial  regulations  are  the 
These   gentlemen  are   convinced,  that  this 
was  the  intention  firAm  the  beginning ;  and  the  *  Mr.  RIee.       t  Loid  North. 
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Int  ffwnd  of  the  qnarrel;  or,  that  the  giv-     lities;  a  total  renunciation  of  every  specula, 
kt  way  in  any  one  instance  of  authority,  is     tion  of  my  own;  and  with  a  profound  reve- 
ts lose  an  that  may  remain  unconceded.  rence  for  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who 
One  fact  is  clear  and  indisputable.    The     have  left  us  the  inheritance  of  so  happy  a  con- 
public  and  avowed  origin  of  this  quarrel,  was     stitution,  and  so  flourishing  an  empire,  and 
OD  taxation.    This  quarrel  has  indeed  brought     what  is  a  thousand  times  more  valuable,  the 
OD  new  disputes  on  new  questions ;  but  cer^     treasury  of  the  maxims  and  principles  which 
tainly  the  least  bitter,  and  the  fewest  of  all,  on     formed  the  one,  and  obtained  the  other, 
the  trade  laws.     To  judge  which  of  the  two  be        During  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Spain  of  the 
the  real  radical  cause  of  quarrel,  we  have  to     Austrian  family,  whenever  they  were  at  a  loss 
see  whether  the  commercial  dispute  .  did,  in     in  the  Spanish  councils,  it  was  common  for  their 
order  of  time,  precede  the  dispute  on  taxation  ?     statesmen  to  say,  that  they  ought  to  consult  the 
There  is  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  for  it.  Next,     genius  of  Philip  the  Second.    The  genius  of 
toeoableustojudgewhether  at  this  moment  a     Philip  the  Second  might  mislead  them;  and 
dislike  to  the  trade  laws  be  the  real  cause  of     the  issue  of  their  affairs  shewed,  that  they  had 
qittrrel,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the     not  chosen  the  most  perfect  standard.    But, 
taxes  out  of  the  question  by  a  repeal.    See     Sir,  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  not  be  misled,  when, 
how  the  Americans  act  in  this  position,  and     in  a  case  of  constitutional  difficulty,  I  consult 
then  you  will  be   able  to  discern    correctly     the  genius  of  tho  English  constitution.    Con- 
what  is  the  true  object  of  the  controversy,  or     suiting  at  that  oracle  (it  was  witli  all  due  humi- 
whether  any  controversy  at  all  will  remain  ?     lity  and  piety)  I  found  four  capital  examples  in 
Unless  you  consent  to  remove  this  cause  of     a  similar  case  before  me:  those  of  Ireland, 
difference,  it  is  impossible,  with  decency,  to     Wales,  Chester,  and  Durham, 
assert  that  the  dispute  is  not  upon  what  it  is         Ireland,  before  the  English  conquest,  though 
aTowed  to  be.    And  I  would.  Sir,  reconunend  never  governed  by  a  despotic  power,  had  no 
to  jour  serious  consideration,  whether  it  be  parliament.    How  far  the  English  parliament 
prudent  to  form  a  rule  for  punishing  people,  not  itself  was  at  that  time  modelled  according  to 
on  their  own  acts,  but  on  your  conjectures  ?  the  present  form,  is  disputed  among  antiqua- 
Sorely  it  is  preposterous  at  the  very  best.    It  ries.    But  we  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world 
is  not  justifying  your  anger,  by  their  miscon-  to  be  assured,  that  a  form  of  parliament,  such 
duct;  but  it  is  converting  your  iU-will  into  their  as  England  then  enjoyed,  she  instantly  com- 
delinquency.  municatcd  to  Ireland  ;  and  we  are  equally  suro 
Butthe  colonies  will  go  further. — Alas !  alas !  that  almost  every  successive  improvement  in 
*l)en  win  this  speculating  against  &ct  and  rea-  constitutional  liberty,  as  fast  as  it  was  made 
■QQ  end? — ^What  will  quiet  these  panic  fears  here,  was  transmitted  thither.    The  feudal  ba- 
whidi  we  entertain  of  the  hostile  effect  of  aeon-  ronage,  and  the  feudal  knighthood,  the  roots  of 
ciliatory  conduct?    Is  it  true,  that  no  case  can  our  primitive  constitution,  were  early  trans- 
czist,  in  which  it  is  proper  for  the  sovereign  to  planted  into  that  soil ;  and  grew  and  flourished 
accede  to  the  desires  of  his  discontented  sub-  there.    Magna  Charta,  if  it  did  not  give  us 
jects?  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  this  case,  originally  the  house  of  commons,  gave  us  at 
to  make  a  rule  for  itself?    Is  all  authority  of  least  a  house  of  commons  of  weight  and  conse- 
^^'^me  kist,  when  it  is  not  pushed  to  the  ex-  quence.    But  your  ancestors  did  not  churlishly 
''^iDe?    Is  it  a  certain  maxim,  that,  the  fewer  sit  down  alone  to  the  feast  of  Magna  Charta. 
^^i^sesofdissati^faction  are  left  by  government,  Ireland  was  made  immediately  a   partaker. 
^  more  the  subject  will  be  inclined  to  resist  This  benefit  q{  English  laws  and  liberties,  I 
^  rebel  ?  confess,  was  not  at  first  extended  to  cUl  Ireland. 
All  these  objections  being  in  fact  no  Anore  Mark  the  consequence.    English  authority  and 
^suspicions,  conjectures, divinations,  form-  English  liberty  had  exactly  the  same  bounda- 
^  in  defiance  o^fac^  and  experience  ;  they  did  ries.    Your  standard  could  never  be  advanced 
iiot,  Sir,  discourage  me  from  entertaining  the  an    inch    before   your  privileges.    Sir  John 
idea  of  a  conciliatory  concession,  founded  on  Davis  shews  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  refusal  of 
the  principles  which  I  have  just  stated.  a  general  communication  of  these  rights,  was 
In  forming  a  plan  for  this  purpose,  I  endea-  the  true  cause  why  Ireland  was  five  hundred 
roured  to  put  myself  in  that  frame  of  mind,  years  in  subduing  ;  and  after  the  vain  projects 
which  was  the  most  natural,  and  the  most  rea-  of  a  military  government,   attempted  in  the 
sonable  ;  and  which  was  certainly  the  most  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  soon  disco- 
probable  means  of  securing  me  from  afl  errour.  vered,  that  nothing  could  make  that  country 
I  set  out  with  a  perfect  distrust  of  my  own  abi-  English,  in  civili^  and  allegiance,  but  your 


tS8  SPEECH  ON  CONCILIATI9N  WITH  AMERICA. 

laws  and  your  forms  of  legislature.    It  was  not  disorder ;  and  it  kept  the  frontier  of  England  in 

English  arms,  but  the  English  constitution,  that  perpetual  alarm.    Benefits  from  it  to  the  state, 

conquered  Ireland.    From  that  time,  Ireland  there  were  none.    Wales  was  only  known  to 

has  ever  had  a  general  parliament,  as  she  had  England  by  incursion  and  invasion, 
be^e  a  partial  parliament.    You  changed  the         Sir,  during  that  state  of  things,  parliament 

people ;   you  altered   the    religion  ;  but  you  was  not  idle.    They  attempted  to  subdue  tbe 

never  touched  the  form  or  the  vital  substance  of  fierce  spirit  of  the  Welsh  by  all  sorts  of  rigjD- 

free  government  in  that  kingdom.    You  depo-  rous  laws.    They  prohibited  by  statute  tiie 

■ed  kings  ;  you  restored  them ;  you  altered  the  sending  all  sorts  of  arms  into  Wales,  as  yoa 

succession  to  theirs,  as  well  as  to  your  own  prohibit  by  proclamation  (with  something  more 

crown;  but  you  never  altered  their  constitu-  of  doubt  on  the  legality)  the  sending  arms  to 

tion  ;  the  principle  of  which  was  respected  by  America.    They  disarmed  the  Welsh  by  sta- 

usurpation ;  restored  with   the  restoration  ik  tute,  as  you  attempted,  (but  still  with  mora 

monarchy,  and  established,  I  trust,  for  ever,  by  question  on  the  legality)  to  disarm  New  Eng- 

the  glorious  Revolution.    This  has  made  Ire-  land  by  an  instruction.    They  made  an  act  to 

land  the  great  and  flourishing  kingdom  that  it  is;  drag  offenders  from  Wales  into  England  for 

and  from  a  disgrace  and  a  burthen  intolerable  trial,  as  you  have  dcMie  (but  with  more  hard- 

to  this  nation,  has  rendered  her  a  principal  ship)  with  regard  to  America.    By  another  act, 

part  of  our  strength  and  ornament.     This  coun-  where  one  of  the  parties  was  an  Englishman, 

try  cannot  be  said  to  have  ever  formally  taxed  they  ordained,  that  his  trial  should  be  always  I7 

her.    The  irregular  things  done  in  the  confu-  English.    They  made  acts  to  restrain  trade, 

sion  of  mighty  troubles,  and  on  the  hinge  o(  as  you  do;  and  they  prevented  the  Welsh  froB 

great  revolutions,  even  if  all  were  done  that  is  the  use  of  fairs  and  markets,  as  you  do  tbn 

said  to  have  been  done,  form  no  example.    If  Americans  from  fisheries  and  foreign  ports.  In 

they  have  any  eflTect  in  argument,  they  make  short,  when  the  statute-book  was  not  quite  so 

an  exception  to  prove  the  rule.    None  of  your  much  swelled  as  it  is  now,  you  find  no  less  tlMB 

own  liberties  could  stand  a  moment  if  the  ca-  fifteen  acts  of  penal  regulation  on  the  subject  <lC 

sual  deviations  from  them  at  such  times,  were  Wales. 

BuflTered  to  be  used  as  proo&  of  their  nullity.         Here   we   rub  our  hands — A  fine  body  d 

By  the  lucrative  amount  of  such  casual  breaches  precedents    for   the   authority  or  parliamenl 

in  the  constitution,  judge  what  the  stated  and  and  the  use  of  it ! — I  admit  it  fully ;  and  pray 

fixed  rule  of  supply  has  been  in  that  kingdom,  add  likewise  to  these  precedents,  that  aU  ih$ 

Your  Irish  pensioners  would  starve,  if  they  had  while,  Wales  rid  this  kingdom  like  an  incubut  j 

no  other  fund  to  live  on  than  taxes  granted  by  that  it  was  an  unprofitable  and  oppressive  bur* 

English  authority.    Turn  your  eyes  to  those  then ;   and  that  an  Englishman  travelling  ip 

popular  grants  from  whence  all  your  great  sup-  that  country  could  not  go  six  yards  from  the 

plies  are  come ;  and  learn  to  respect  that  only  high  road  without  being  murdered, 
source  of  public  wealth  in  the  British  empire.        The  march  of  the  human  mind  is  dam. 

My  next  example  is  Wales.    This  country  Sir,  it  was  not,  until  afier  two  hundred  yoaii| 

was  said  to  be  reduced  by  Henry  the  Third.  It  discovered,  that  by  an  eternal  law,  Providenoi 

was  said  more  truly  to  be  so  by  Edward  the  had  decreed  vexation  to  violence  ;  and  povorty 

First.    But  though  then  conquered,  it  was  not  to   rapine.     Your  ancestors  did  however  ttl 

looked  upon  as  any  part  of  the  realm  of  Eng-  length  open  their  eyes  to  the  ill  husbandry  of 

land.    Its  old  constitution,  whatever  that  might  injustice.    They  found  that  the  tyranny  of  a 

have  been,  was  destroyed,  and  no  good  one  was  free  people  could  of  aU  tyrannies  the  least  be 

substituted  in  its  place.    The  care  of  that  tract  endured ;  and  that  laws  made  against  a  wholfl 

was  put  into  the  hands  of  lords  marchers — a  nation  were  not  the  most  effectual  methods  fix 

form  of  government  of  a  very  singular  kind ;  a  securing  its  obedience.    Accordingly,  in  thfl 

strange  heterogeneous  monster,  something  be-  twen^-seventh  year  of  Henry  VIII.  the  course 

tween  hostility  and  government ;  perhaps  it  has  vms  entirely  altered.    With  a  preamble  stating 

a  sort  of  resemblance,  according  to  the  modes  the  entire  and  perfect  rights  of  the  crown  of 

of  those  times,  to  that  of  commander  in  chief  al  England,  it  gave  to  the  Welsh  all  the  right! 

present,  to  whom  all  civil  power  is  granted  as  and  privileges  of  English  subjects.    A  politi- 

secondary.    The  manners  of  the  Welsh  nati<Mi  cal  (Mrder  was  established  ;  the  military  power 

followed  the  genius  of  the  government;  the  gave  way  to   the  civil;   the  marches  wew 

people  were  ferocious,  restive,  savage,  and  im-  turned  into  counties.   But  that  a  nation  shoaU 

cultivated ;  sometimes  composed,  never  paci-  have  a  right  to  English  liberties,  and  yet  no 

fied.    Wales  within  itself  was  in  perpetual  ehare  at  aU  in  the  fundamental  security  of  tbcee 
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IBMrties,  the   grant  of  their  own  property,  leges  d  your  said  county  palatine,  as  preju- 

■eoned  a  thing  so  incongruous  ;   that  eight  dicial  unto  the  commonwealth,  quietness,  rest, 

years  after,  that  is,  in  the.  thirty-fifth  of  that  and  peace  of  your  grace's  most  bounded  sub- 

reigD,  a  complete  ajid  not  ill-proportioned  re-  jects  mhabiting  within  the  same.'' 

pramitatimi   by  counties  and  boroughs  was        What  did  parliament  with  this  audacious 

fatstowed  upon  Wales,  by  act  of  pariiament.  address  ? — ^Reject  it  as  a  libel  ?    Treat  it  as 

From  that  moment,    as   by  a  charm,    the  an  afihxit  to  government?   Spurn  it  as  a  dero- 

tnmnlts  sudbsided ;  obedience  was  restored ;  gation  from  the  rights  of  legislature  ?     Did 

petce,  order,  and  civilization,  followed  in  the  they  toss  it  over  tlte  table  ?    Did  they  bum 

tnuB  of  liberty — ^When  the  day-star  of  the  it  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  7-^ 

English  constituti<Hi  had  arisen  in  their  hearts,  They  took  the  petition  of  grievance,  all  nig- 

•Hwas  harmony  within  and  without—  ged   as   it  was,  without    softening  or  tem-  , 

perament,  unpurged  of  the  original  bitterness 

Simul  alba  nautis,  and  indignation  of  complaint ;  they  made  it 

Stella  refulsit,  tjjg  yg^y  preamble  to  their  act  of  redress: 

SSudd^':;f«?ffiiumqr,l«b..,  »^  «=0"-™'«! ;'»  Finciple  to  .Jl  .g«  in  the 

£t  minax  (quoa  sic  voluere)  ponto  sanctuary  of  legislation. 

Unda  recombit.  Here  is  my  third  example.    It  was  attended 

with  the  success  of  the  two  former.    Chester, 

The  very  same  year  the  county  palatine  of  civilized  as  well  as  Wales,  has  demonstrated 

Chester  received  the  same  relief  fr(xn  its  op-  that  freedom  and  not  servitude  is  the  cure  of 

pressioDs,  and  the  same  remedy  to  its  disor-  anarchy ;  as  religion,  and  not  atheism,  is  the 

(ins.    Before  this  time  Chester  was  little  less  true  remedy  for  superstition.    Sir,  this  pattern 

(iMempered  than  Wales.    The  inhabitants,  of  Chester  was  followed  in  the  reign  of  Charles 

wiihoat  rights  themselves,  were  the  fittest  to  H.  with  regard  to  the  county  palatine  of  Dur- 

<le8tn»y  the  rights  of  others  ;  and  from  thence  ham,   which  is  my  fourth  example;      This 

Richard  ILdrewthe  standing  army  of  archers,  county  had  long  lain  out  of  the  pale  of  free 

^th  iHiich  fi>r  a  time  he  oppressed  England,  legislation.    So  scrupulously  was  the  example 

The  people  of  Chester  applied  to  parliament  of  Chester  followed,  that  the  style  of  the  pre- 

iftt  petition  penned  as  I  shall  read  to  you.  amble  is  nearly  the  same  with  that  of  the 

"To  die  King  our  sovereign  lord,  in  most  Chester   act;   and  vnthout  affecting  the  ab- 

hnmblewise  shewn  unto  your  excellent  majesty,  street  extent  of  the  authority  of  parliament,  it 

the  inhabitants  of  your  grace's  county  palatine  recognises  the  equity  of  not  suffering  any  con- 

tf  Chester;  That  where  the  said  county  pala-  siderable  district  in  which  the  British  subjects 

tn>e  of  Chester   is  and  hath   been  always  may  act  as  a  body,  to  be  taxed  without  their 

lutherto  exempt,  e^loded  and  separated  out  own  voice  in  the  grant. 

Id  from  your  high  court  of  pariiament,  to        Now  if  the  doctrines  of  policy  contained 

^re  any  knights  and  burgesses  within  the  in  these  preambles,  and  the  force  of  these 

^ court;  Ir^ reason  whereof  the  said  inhabi-  examples  in  the  acts  of  parliaments,  avail  any 

"Ms  have  hitherto  sustained  manifi>ld  disheri-  thing,  what  can  be  said  against  applying  them 

*w,  losses,  and  damages,  as  well  in  their  with  regard  to  America  ?    Are  not  the  people 

*D(l8,  goods,  and  bodies,  as  in  the  good,  civil,  of  America  as  much  Englishmen  as  the  Welsh  ? 

^ndpoiitic  governance  and  maintenance  of  the  The  preamble  of  the  act  of  Henry  VIII.  says, 

^■nmoowealth  of  their  said  country:  (2.)  And  the  Welsh  speak  a  language  no  way  resem- 

^  u  much   as  the   said  inhabitants  have  bling  that  of  his  majesty's  English  subjects. 

'^ys  hitherto  been  bound  by  the  acts  and  Are  the  Americans  not  as  numerous  ?    If  we 

**UiiteB  made  and  ordained  by  your  said  high-  may  trust  the  learned  and  accurate  Judge  Bar- 

B^,  and  your  most  noble  progenitors,  by  au-  rington'b  account  of  North  Wales,  and  t^e 

^ty  of  the  said  court,  as  far  forth  as  other  that  as  a  standard  to  measure  the  rest,  there  is 

^onntws,  eities,  and  boroughs  have  been,  that  no  comparison.    The  people  cannot  amount  to 

We  had  their  knights  aiKl  burgesses  within  above  200,000;  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  number 

yoor  said  oooit  of  parliament,  and  yet  have  in  the  colonies.    Is  America  in  rebellion  ? 

W  neither  kni^t  ne  burgess  there  for  the  Wales  was  hardly  ever  free  from  it.    Have 

^  comity  palatine ;  the  said  inhabitants,  for  you  attempted  to  govern  America  by  penal 

bek  tfanreof,  have  been  oftentimes  touched  and  statutes  ?    You  made  fifteen  for  Wales.    But 

grieved  with  acts  and  statutes  made  within  your  legislative  authority  is  perfect  with  regard 

•ile  aud  court,  as  weQ  derogatory  unto  the  to  America ;  was  it  less  perfect  in  Wales, 

—       .    .  .    i  .i.-^ — ^^,  Uberties  and  privi-  Chester,  and  Durham?    But  America  is  vir* 
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tually  represented.    What!  does  the  electric  has  had  a  dutiftd  and  beneficial  exerdse;  and 

force  of  virtual  representation  more  easily  pass  that  experience  has  shewn  the  ber^fit  of  thdr 

over  the  Atlantic,  than  pervade  Wales,  which  granUj  and  the  JiUilkj/  of  parliameniofi/  too- 

lies  in  your  neighbourhood ;  or  than  Chester  turn  as  a  method  qf  supply. 
and   Durham,  surrounded  by  abundance   of         These  solid  truths  compose  six  fundamenUl 

representation  that  is  actual  and  palpable  ?  propositions.    There  are  three  more  resolii- 

But,  Sir,  your  ancestors  thought  this  sort  of  tions  corollary  to  these.     If  you  admit  the 

virtual  representation,  however  ample,  to  be  first  set,  you  can  hardly  reject  the  others.  Bat 

totally  insufficient  for  the  freedom  of  the  in-  if  you  admit  the  first,  I  shall  be  far  fiom  sofr 

habitants  of  territories  that  are  so  near,  and  citous  whether  you  accept  or  refuse  the  last 

comparatively  so  inconsiderable.     How  then  I  think  these  six  massive  pillars  will  be  of 

can  I  think  it  sufficient  for  those  which  are  strength  sufficient  to  support  the  temple  rf 

infinitely  greater,  and  infinitely  more  remote  ?  British  concord.    I  have  no  more  doubt  than 

You  will  now,  Sir,  perhaps  imagine,  that  I  I  entertain  of  ray  existence,  that,  if  you  ad- 
am  on  a  point  of  proposing  to  you  a  scheme  mitted  these,  you  would  command  an  imm^ 
for  the  representation  of  the  colonies  in  parlia-  diate  peace  ;   and   with  but  tolerable  future 
raent.    Perhaps  I  might  bo  inclined  to  entei^  management,  a  lasting  obedience  in  America. 
tain  some  such  thought ;  but  a  great  flood  stops  I  am  not  arrogant  in  this  confident  assurance. 
me  in  my  course.     OppoauU  naiura — ^I  cannot  The  propositions  are  all  mere  matters  of  &ct; 
remove  the  eternal  barriers  of  the  creation,  and  if  they  are  such  facts  as  draw  irresistible      h 
The  thing  in  that  mode,  I  do  not  know  to  be  conclusions  even  in  the  stating,  this  is  the  power      j 
possible.    As  I  meddle  with  no  theory,  I  do  of  truth,  and  not  any  management  of  mine.  j 
not  absolutely  assert  the  impracticability  (^  such         Sir,  I  shall  open  the  whole  plan  to  ycOt      | 
a  representation.    But  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  together  with  such  observations  on  the  motions      , 
it ;  and  those  who  have  been  more  confident,  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  them  where  they  may 
have  not  been  more  successful.    However,  the  want  explanation.    The  first  is  a  resolution- 
arm  of  public  benevolence  is  not  shortened ;  "  That  the  col(»ies  and  plantations  of  Great 
and  there  are  often  several  means  to  the  same  Britain  in  North  America,  consisting  of  ^oa^ 
end.    What  nature  has  disjoined  in  one  way,  teen  separate  governments,  and  containing  two 
wisdom  may  unite  in  another.    When   we  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inhabitants,  have 
cannot  give  die  benefit  as  we  would  wish,  let  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  electing  and 
us  not  refiise  it  altogether.    If  we  cannot  give  sending  any  knights  and  burgesses,  or  others, 
Uie  principal,  let  us  find  a  substitute.    But  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court  of  parliar 
how  ?    Where  ?    What  substitute  ?  ment." — This  is  a  plain  matter  of  fact,  neces- 

Fortunately  I  am  not  obliged  for  the  ways  sary  to  be  laid  down,  and   (excepting  the 

and  means  of  this  substitute  to  tax  my  own  description)  it  is  laid  down  in  the  language  of 

unproductive    invention.       I    am    not   even  the  constitution ;  it  is  taken  nearly  verba6M 

obliged  to  go  to  the  rich  treasury  of  the  fertile  fi-om  acts  of  parliament, 
framers  of  imaginary  commonwealths ;  not  to         The  second  is  like  unto  the  first— ^*  That 

the  Republic  of  Plato,  not  to  the  Utopia  of  the  said  colonies  and  plantations  have  beeo 

More ;  not  to  the  Oceana  of  Harrington.    It  is  liable  to,  and  bounden  by,  several  subsidieSt 

before  me — It  is  at  my  feet,  and  the  rude  swain  pajrments,  rates,  and  taxes,  given  and  granted 

treads  daily  on  it  with  his  clinUed  shoon.    I  only  by  parliament,  though  the  said  colonies  and 

wish  you  to  recognise,  for  the  theory,  the  an-  plantations  have  not  their  knights  and  bur* 

cient  constitutional  policy  of  this  kingdom  with  gesses,  in  the  said  high  court  of  pariiament, 

regard  to  representation,  as  that  policy  has  of  their  own  election,  to  represent  the  coodi- 

been  declared  in  acts  of  parliament;  and,  as  to  tion  of  their  country;   by  lack  whereof  they 

the  practice,  to  return  to  that  mode  which  an  have  been  oftentimes  touched  and  grieved  by 

uniform  experience  has  marked  out  to  you,  as  subsidies  given,  granted,  and  assented  to,  io 

best ;  and  in  which  you  walked  with  security,  the  said  court,  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the 

advantage,  and  honour,  until  the  year  1763.  commonwealth,  quietness,  rest,  and  peace  of 

My  resolutions  therefore  mean  to  establish  the  subjects  inhabiting  vrithin  the  same." 
the  equity,  and  justice  of  a  taxation  of  Ame-         Is  this  description  too  hot,  or  too  cold,  too 

rica,    by  grantf  and  not  by  imposition.    To  strong,  or  too  weak?    Does  it  arrogate  too 

mark    the   legal  competency   of  the   colony  much  to  the  supreme  legislature  ?     Does  it 

assemblies  for  the  support  of  their  government  lean  too  mudi  to  the  claims  of  the  people  ?    If 

in  peace,  and  for  public  aids  in  time  of  war.  it  runs  into  any  of  these  errours,  the  fault  ii 

To  acknowledge  that  this  legal  axnpetency  not  mine.    It  is  the  language  of  your  own 
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indent  acts  of  parliament,    ybn  meua  hio  touched  and  grieved  by  the  duties  of  1767, 

Kfm,iedqu(Bpracq>U  OfMuayrutticu$,abnor'-  which  were   likewise  repealed,    and    which, 

mtss(gneM.    It  is  the  genuine  produce  of  the  Lord  Hillsborough  tells  you  (for  the  ministry) 

ancient,  rustic,   manly,  home-bred  sense  of  were  laid  contrary  to  the  true   principle  of 

this  counUy. — I  did  not  dare  to  rub  off  a  par-  commerce  ?    Is  not  the  assurance   given  by 

tide  of  the  venerable  rust  that  rather  adorns  that  noble  person  to  the  colonies  of  a  resolu* 

and  preserves,  than  destroys  the  metal.    It  tion  to  lay  no  more  taxes  on  them,  an  admis- 

woiild  be  a  profanation  to  touch  with  a  tool  the  siun  that  taxes  would  touch  and  grieve  them  ? 

stoDes  which  construct  the  sacred  altar  of  peace.  Is  not  the  resolution  of  the  noble  lord  in  the 

I  would  not  violate  with  modem   polish  the  blue  riband,  now  standing  on  your  journals, 

ingenuous  and  noble  roughness  of  these  truly  the  strongest  of  all  proofs  that  parliamentary 

constitutional  materials.    Above  all  things,  I  subsidies  really  touched  and  grieved  them? 

was  resolved  not  to  be  guilty  of  tampering,  Uie  Else  why  all  these  changes,  modifications, 

odious  vice  of  restless  and  unstable  minds.    I  repeals,  assurances,  and  resolutions  ? 
put  my  foot  in  the  tracts  of  our  forefathers ;         The  next  proposition  is — "  That,  from  the 

where  I   can   neither  wander  nor  stumble,  distance  of  the  said  colonies,  and  from  other 

Determining  to  fix  articles  of  peace,  I  was  circumstances,  no  method  hath  hitherto  been 

resolved  not  to  be  wise  hey<md  what  was  writ-  devised  for  procuring  a  representation  in  par- 

ten ;  I  was  resolved  to  use  nothing  else  than  liament  for  the  said   colonies."     This  is  an 

the  form  of  sound  words  ;  to  let  others  abound  assertion  ot  a  fact.    I  go  no  further  on  the 

io  their  own  sense ;  and  carefujjy  to  abstain  paper ;  though   in  my  private  judgment,  an 

from  all  expressions  of  my  own.    What  the  useful   representation   is    impossible ;    I    am 

law  has  said,  I  say.    In  all  things  else  I  am  sure  it  is  not  desired  by  them ;  nor  ought  it 

sileat.    I  have  no   organ  but  for  her  words,  perhaps  by  us ;  but  I  abstain  from  opinions. 
This,  if  it  be  not  ingenious,  I  am  sure  is  safe.         The  fourth  resolution   is — "  That  each  of 

There  are    indeed    words    expressive  of  the  said  colonies  hath  within  itself  a  body, 

grievance  in  this    second   resolution,   which  chosen  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  by  the  fi^e- 

those  who  are  resolved  always  to  be  in  the  men,  freeholders,    or  other   free  inhabitants 

right,  will  deny  to  contain  matter  of  fact,  as  thereof,  commonly  called  the  General  Assembly, 

applied  to  the  present  case ;  although  pariia-  or  General  Court,  with  powers  legally  to  raise, 

ment  thought  them  true,  with  regard  to  the  levy,  and   assess,   according  to  the   several 

counties  of  Chester  and  Durham.    They  will  usages  of  such  colonies,  duties  and  taxes  to- 

deny  that  the  Americans  were  ever  "  touched  wards  defraying  all  sorts  of  public  services." 
and  grieved"  with  the  taxes.    If  they  consider        This  competence  in  the  colony  assemblies 

nothing  in  taxes  but  their  weight  as  pecuniary  is  certain.    It  is  proved  by  the  whole  tenour 

iinpositions,  there  might  be  some  pretence  for  of  their  acts  of  supply  in  all  the  assemblira, 

this  denial.    But  men  may  be  sorely  touched  in  which  the  constant  style  of  granting  is, ''  an 

and  deeply  grieved  in  their  privileges,  as  well  aid  to  his  majesty  ;"   and  acts  granting  to  the 

u  in  their  purses.    Men  may  lose  little  in  crown   have   regularly   for    near   a   century 

property  by  the  act  which  takes  away  all  their  passed    the    public   offices   without   dispute, 

freedom.    When  a  man  is  robbed  of  a  trifle  Those  who  have  been  pleased  paradoxically 

00  the  hi^way,  it  is  not  the  two-pence  lost  to  deny  this  right,  holding  that  none  but  the 

that  constitutes  the  capital  outrage.    This  is  British  parliament  can  grant  to  the  croiMi,  are 

not  confined    to    privileges.     Even   ancient  wished  to  look  to  what  is  done,  not  on|j(  in 

iodolgences  withdrawn,  without  offence  on  the  the  colonies,  but  in  Ireland,  in  one  uniform 

part  ^  those  who  enjoyed  such  favours,  ope-  unbroken  tenour  every  session.    Sir,  I  am 

rate  as  grievances.    But  were  the  Americans  surprised,  that  this  doctrine  should  come  from 

then  not  touched  and  grieved  by  the  taxes,  in  some  of  the  law  servants  of  the  crown.    I  say, 

Mme  measure,  merely  as  taxes  ?    If  so,  why  that  if  the  crown  could  be  responsible,  his 

were  they  ahnost  all,  either  wholly  repealed  majesty — ^but  certainly  the  ministers,  and  even 

<M'  exceedingly    reduced  ?     Were    they    not  these  law  officers  themselves,  through  whose 

touched  and  grieved,  even  by  the  regulating  hands  the  acts  pass  biennially  in  Ireland,  or 

duties  of  the  sixth  of  Greorge  IL?    Else  why  annually  in  the  colonies,  are  in  an  habitual 

were  the  duties  first  reduced  to  one  third  in  course  of  committing   impeachable  offences. 

1764,  and  afterwards  to  a  third  of  Uiat  third  in  What  habitual  offenders  have  been  all  presi- 

the  year  1766  ?    Were  they  not  touched  and  dents  of  the  council,  all  secretaries  of  state, 

grieved  by  the  stamp  act?    I  shall  say  they  all  first  lords  of  u-ade,  all  attornies  and  all 

were,  until  that  taxis  revived.    Were  they  not  solicitors  general!    However  they  are  safe; 
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as  no  one  impeaches  them ;  and  there  is  no  be  necessary  to  go  through  all  the  testirooi^v 

ground  of  charge  against  Ihem,  except  in  their  which  yoar  own  records  have  given  to  the  tn0k 

own  unfounded  theories.  of  my  resolutions.    I  will  only  refer  you  to  tt» 

The  fifth  resolution  is  also  a  resolution  of  places  in  the  journals : 
fact—"  That  the  said  general  assemblies^gene-         y^,  3„vii._ieth  and  19th  May,  1757. 
ral  courts,  or  other  bodies  legally  qualified  as         y^^  xxviii.— June  Ist,  1758— April  26th  and 
aforesaid,  have  at  sundry  times  freely  granted  gQ^I,^  j^^g — March  26th  and 
several  large  subsidies  and  public  aids  for  his  31gj^  ^^  ^pj..j  28th,  1760- 
majesty's  service,  according  to  their  abilities,                               j^^^  q^  ^^^  20lh,  1761. 
when  required  thereto  by  letter  from  one  of  his         y^^  xxix.— Jan.  22d  and  26th,  1762-Mareb 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state;  and                               j^^jj  ^^  j.jr^|j   1753, 
that  their  right  to  grant  the  same,  and  their  '         * 
cheerfulness  and  sufficiency  in  the  said  grants,         Sir,  her©  is  the  repeated  acknowledgment  01 
have  been  at  sundry  times  acknowledged  by  parliament,  tliat  the  colonies  not  only  gave,  bat 
parliament."    To  say  nothing  of  their  great  gave  to  satiety.    This  nation  has  formally  »c- 
expenses  in  the  Indian  wars ;  and  not  to  take  knowledged  two  things ;  first,  that  the  colooiea 
their  exertion  in  foreign  ones,  so  high  as  the  bad   gone  beyond   their  abilities,  parliament 
supplies  in  the  year  1695;  not  to  go  back  to  having  thought  it  necessary  to  reimburse  them; 
their  public  contributions  in  the  year  1710 ;  I  secondly,  that  they  had  acted  legally  and  laud- 
shall  begin  to  travel  only  where  the  journals  ably  in  their  grants  of  money,  and  their  main- 
give  me  light ;  resolving  to  deal  in  nothing  but  tenance  of  tgoops,  since  the  compensatioo  ■ 
(act,  authenticated  by  parliamentary  record ;  expressly  given  as  reward  and  encouragement, 
and  to  build  myself  wholly  on  that  solid  basis.  Reward  is  not  bestowed  for  acts  that  are  unlaw- 

On  the  fourth  of  April,  1748,*  a  committee  ful ;  and  encouragement  is  not  held  out  to  thinp 

ofthishousecame  to  the  following  resolution:  that  deserve    reprehension.     My  resolutioii 

ff  —      .     ,  therefore  does  nothing  more  than  collect  into 

..  mv  *^^    .V  r  .u-  •.*  on«  proposition,   what  is   scattered  throng 

«  That  it  IS  the  opmion  of  this  committee,  journals      I  give  you  nothing  but  fS 

ThatUisjuri  andreOB^  that  the  several  i  \^^  *  ^^,  J^^^  i„  ,h^  |^  iEl 
provinces  and  colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  ^^^/^^  ^^^  acknowledged  in  detail. 

New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,   and    Rhode  ^^^  admission  of  this,   which  will  be  f» 

bland,  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  they  have  honouiuble  to  them  and  to  you,  wiU,  indeed, 

been  at  in  taking  and  securmg  to  the  crown  of  ^  ^^  ,^  ^j  ^  miserable  st<iies,  by  which 

Great  Britain,  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  and  ^^  p^^^  ^^^  misguided  people  haVe  bee. 

Its  dependencies.  engaged  in  an  unhappy  system.    The  people 

These  expenses  were  immense  for  such  coIo-  heard,  indeed,  fipom  the  beginning  of  these  dv- 

nies.     They  were  above  £.200,000  sterling;  putes,  one  thing  continually  dinned  in  dieir 

money  first  raised  and  advanced  on  their  pub-  ears,  that  reason  and  justice  demanded,  that 

lie  credit.  the  Americans,  who  paid  no  taxes,  idiouid  be 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1756,t  ^  message  compelled  to  contribute.    How  did  that  ftct  oC 

from  the  king  came  to  us,  to  this  effect — "  His  their  paying  nothing,  stand,  when  the  tuiog 

majesty,  being  sensible  of  the  zeal  and  vigour  system  began  ?    When  Mr.  Grenville  begaa 

with  which  his  faithful  subjects  of  certain  colo*  to  form  his  system  of  American  revenue,  be 

nieS  in  NcMth  America  have  exerted  themselves  stated  in  this  house,  that  the  cokmies  were 

in  defence  of  his  majesty's  just  rights  and  pos-  then  in  debt  two  million  six  hundred  thomainl 

sessions,  recommends  it  to  this  house  to  take  pounds  sterling  money ;  and  was  of  opinieo 

the  same  uito  their  consideration,  and  to  enable  they  would  discharge  that  debt  ia  four  ye»f*- 

his  majesty  to  give  them  such  assistance  as  On  this  state,  those  untaxed  people  were  actu- 

may  be  a  proper  reward  and  encotaragemeni."  ally  subject  to  the  payment  of  taxes  to  the 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1756,|  the  house  amount  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  & 

came  to  a  suitable  resolution,  expressed  in  year.     In  fact,  however,  Mr.  Grenville  w>" 

words  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  message:  mistaken.     The  funds  given  for  sinking  the 

but  with  the  further  addition,  that  the  money  debt  did  not  prove  quite  so  antple  as  both  the 

then  voted  was  an  encouragement  to  the  colonies  colonies  and  he  expected.     T^ie  calculation 

to  exert  themselves  with  vigour.    It  will  not  was  too  sanguine :  the  reduction  was  not  ooiB' 

pleted  till  some  years  after,  and  at  different 

*  Journals  of  the  House,  Vol.  xxv.  '™®*'  i"  different  colonies.     However,  the 

t  Ibid.  Vol.  xxvii.       t  Ibid.  Vol.  zxvli.  taxes  after  the  war  continued  too  grest  (0  bear 
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any  addition^  with  prudence  or  propriety ;  and  gnmtiDg  certain  dutiea  in  tlie  British  eoboiaa 

when  the  burthens  imposed  in  consequence  of  and  plantations  in  America;  Sot  allowing  a 

{bnner  requisitioos  were  dischai^ged,  our  tone  drawback  of  the  duties  of  customs  upon  the 

became  too  high  to  resort  again  to  requisition,  egqrartation  from  this  kingdom,  of  cofiee  and 

No  colony,  since  that  time,  ever  has  had  any  cocoa-nuts  of  the  produce  of  the  said  cobnies 

requisition  whatsoever  made  to  it.  or  plantations ;  (or  discontinuing  the  drawbacks 

We  see  the  sense  of  the  crown,  and  the  payable  on  china  earthenware    sported    to 

sense  of  parliament,  on  the  prodoctive  native  America ;  and  for  more  effectually  preventing 

of  a  revenue  hy  grant.    Now  search  the  same  the  clandestine  running  of  goods  in  the  said 

jounuUs  for  the  produce  of  the  revetme  by  mpo'  colonies  and  plantations. — And  that  it  may  be 

sieiaii-.- Where  is  it? — let  us  know  the  volume  premier  to  repeal  an  act,  made  in  the  fourteenth 

and  the  pag»— what  is  the  gross,  what  is  the  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  inti- 

net  produce?— to  what  service  is  it  applied?  tuled,  An  act  to  discontinue,  in  such  manner, 

— ^ow  have  you  appropriated  its  surplus  ?— •  and  ibr  such  time,  as  are  therein  mentioned, 

What,  can  none  of  the  many  skilful  indez«  the  landing  and  diacl\arging,  lading  or  shipping, 

makers,  that  we  are  now  employing,  find  wy  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the  town 

baco  of  it  ^— Well,  let  them  and  that  rest  toge-  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  pro- 

ther. — ^But  are  the  journals,  which  say  nothing  vince  of  Massachusetts'  Bay,  in  North  Ame- 

of  the  revenue,  as  silent  on  the  discontent  ?  Oh  rica. — ^And  that  it  ipay  be  proper  to  repeal  an 

no !  a  child  may  find  it.     It  is  the  melancholy  act,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign 

burthen  and  blot  of  every  page.  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  the 

I  think  then  I  am,  from  those«joumab,  justi-  isnpartial  administration  of  justice,  in  the  cases 
fied  in  the  sixth  and  last  resolution,  which  is—  of  persons  questioned  for  any  acts  done  by 
"  That  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that  them,  in  the  executicm  of  the  law,  or  for  the 
the  manner  of  granting  the  said  supplies  and  suppression  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province 
aids,  by  the  said  general  assemblies,  hath  been  Massachusetts*  Bay,  in  New  England. — And 
more  agreeable  to  the  said  colonies,  and  more  that  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  act,  made  in 
beneficial,  and  conducive  to  the  public  service,  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
than  the  mode  of  giving  and  granting  aids  in  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  the  better  regu- 
parliament,  to  be  raised  and  paid  in  the  said  lating  the  government  of  the  province  of  Mas- 
colonies."  This  makes  the  whole  of  the  fun-  saohusetts  Bay,  in  NewEngland. — And,  also, 
damental  part  of  the  plan.  The  conclusion  is  that  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  and  amend 
iiresiatible.  You  cannot  say,  that  you  were  an  act,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign 
driven  by  any  necessity  to  an  exercise  of  the  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  intituled.  An  act 
tfbnost  rights  of  legislature.  You  cannot  as-  for  the  trial  of  treasons  committed  out  of  the 
sort,  that  you  todc  on  yourselves  the  task  of  king's  dominions." 

imposing  colony  taxes,  from  the  want  of  another  I  wish.  Sir,  to  repeal  the  Boston  Port  Bill ! 

legial  body,  that  is  competent  to  the  purpose  of  because  (independently  of  the  dangerous  pre- 

supplying  the  exigencies  of  the  state  without  cedent  of  suspending  tfie  rights  of  die  subject 

wounding  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  Neither  during  the  king's  pleasure)  it  was  passed,  as  I 

is  it  true  that  the  body  so  qualified,  and  having  apprehend,  with  less  regulari^,  and  on  more 

that  competence,  had  neglected  the  duty.  partial  principles,  than  it  ought.    The  corpo- 

The  question  now,  on  all  this  accumulated  ration  of  Boston  was  not  heard  before  it  was 

matter,  is ;— whether  you  will  choose  to  abide  condemned.    Other  towns,  full  as  guilty  as  she 

by  a  profitable  experience,  or  a  mischievous  was,  have  not  had  their  ports  blocked  up.  Even 

theory ;  vihether  you  choose  to  build  on  imagi-  the  restraining  bill  of  the  present  session  does 

nation  or  fact ;  whether  you  prefer  enjoyment  not  go  to  the  length  of  the  Boston  Port  Act. 

or  hope ;  satisfaction  in  your  subjects,  or  dis-  The  same  ideas  of  prudence,  which  induced 

content?  you  not  to  extend  equail  punishment  to  equal 

If  these  [M-opositions  are  accepted,  every  guilt,  even  when  you  were  punishing,  induce 

thii^  which  has  been  made  to  enforce  a  con-  me,  who  mean  not  to  chastise,  but  to  rec<mcile, 

trary  system,  must,  I  take  it  for  granted,  fall  to  be  satisfied  with  the  punishment  already 

akxig  with  it.    On  that  ground,  I  have  drawn  pailially  inflicted. 

die  blowing  resolution,  which,  when  it  comes  Ideas  of  prudence,  and  accommodation  to 

to  be  moved,  will  naturally  be  divided  in  a  pro-  circumstances,  prevent  you  from  taking  away 

par  manner :  "  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  the  charters  of  Connecticnt  and  Rhode  Island, 

•B  act,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reifli  as  you  have  taken  away  that  of  Massaehusettt' 

of  faisprosent  majesty,  intituled,  Afi  act  for  C!(Hony,thoOt^the  crawn  basfarless  power  ift 

Vol.  I.— 16 
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the  two  former  proTinces  than  it  enjoyed  in  the  authorized  by  the  15th  chap,  of  the  4th  of 

latter ;  and  though  the  abuses  have  been  full  as  George  the  Third,  in  such  a  nuuineras  toooake 

great,  and  as  flagrant,  in  the  exempted  as  in  the  the  same  more  commodious  to  those  who  sue, 

punished.    The  same  reasons  of  prudence  and  or  are  sued,  in  the  said  courts,  and  to  provide 

accommodation  have  weight  with  me  in  re-  for  the  more  decent  maintenance  of  the  jud^ 

storing  the  charter  of  Massachusetts'  Bay.  Be-  in  the  same." 

sides.  Sir,  the  act  which  changes  the  charter  of  These  courts  I  do  not  wish  to  take  away; 

Massachusetts  is  in  many  particulars  so  excep-  they  are  in  themselves  proper  establishments. 

tionable,  that  if  I  did  not  wish  absolutely  to  re-  This  court  is  one  of  the  capital  securities  of  the 

peal,  I  would  by  all  means  desire  to  alter  it ;  as  act  of  navigation.  The  extent  of  its  jurisdictioo, 

several  of  its  provisions  tend  to  the  subversion  indeed,  has  been  increased ;  but  this  is  altog^ 

of  all  public  and  private  justice.    Such,  among  ther  as  proper,  and  is,  indeed,  on  many  accounts, 

others,  is  the  power  in  the  govemour  to  change  more  eligible,  where  new  powers  were  wanted, 

the  sheriS*  at  his  pleasure ;  and  to  make  a  new  than  a  court  absolutely  new.     But  courts  in> 

returning  officer  for  every  special  cause.    It  is  commodiously  situated,  in  eflfect,  deny  justice; 

shamefid  to  behold  such  a  regulation  standing  and  a  court,  partaking  in  the  fruits  of  its  own 

among  English  laws.  condenmation,  is  a  robber.       The  congren 

The  act  for  bringing  persons  accused  of  com-  complain,  and  complain  justly  of  this  gri^ 

mitting  murder  under  Uie  orders  of  government  vance.* 

to  England  for  trial,  is  but  temporary.    That  These  are  the  three  consequential  proposi* 

act  has  calculated  the  probable  duration  of  our  tions.    I  have  thought  of  two  or  three  niore; 

quarrel  with  the  colonies ;  and  is  accommodated  '  but  they  came  rather  too  near  detail,  and  to 

to  that  supposed  duration.    I  would  hasten  the  the  province  of  executive  government,  which  I 

happy  moment  of  reconciliation ;  and  therefore  wish  parlieunent  always  to  superintend,  never 

must,  on  my  principle,  get  rid  of  that  most  to  assume.     If  the  first  six  are  granted,  con* 

justly  obnoxious  act.  g™ity  will  carry  the  latter  three.    If  not,  the 

The  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  for  the  trial  of  things  that  remain  unrepealed,  will  be,  I  hope, 

treasons,  I  do  not  mean  to  take  away,  but  to  rather  unseemly  incumbrances  on  the  buildir^, 

confine  it  to  its  proper  bounds  and  original  than  very  materially  detrimental  to  its  strengdi 

intention;    to  make  it  expressly  for  trial   of  and  stability, 

treasons  (and  the  greatest  treasons  may  be  Here,  Sir,  I  should  close ;  but  that  I  plainly 

committed)  in  places  where  the  jurisdicti(Hi  of  perceive    some  objections  remain,  which  I 

the  crown  does  not  extend.  ought,  if  possible,  to  remove.    The  first  wffl 

Having  guarded  the  privileges  of  local  legis-  be,  that,  in  resorting  to  the  doctrine  of  oaraih 

lature,  I  would  next  secure  to  the  colonies  a  cestors,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  tfie 

fair  and  unbiassed  judicature ;  f(»r  which  pur-  Chester  act,  I  prove  too  much ;  that  the  grie* 

pose.  Sir,  I  propose  the  following  resolution:  vance  firom  a  want  of  representation  stated  in 

"  That,  from  the  time  when  the  general  assem-  that  preamble,  goes  to  the  whole  of  legislation 

bly  or  general  court  of  any  colony  or  plantation  as  well  as  to  taxation.    And  that  the  coloniee 

in  North  America,  shall  have  appointed  by  act  grounding  themselves  upon  that  doctrine,  wiH 

of  assembly,  duly  confirmed,  a  settled  salary  to  apply  it  to  all  parts  of  legislative  authority. 

the  offices  of  the  chief  justice  and  other  judges  To  this  objection,  with  all  possible  deference 

of  the  superiour  court,  it  may  be  proper,  that  and  humility,  and  wishing  as  little  as  any  man 

•  the  said  chief  justice  and  other  judges  of  the  living  to  impair  the  smallest  particle  of  our 

superiour  courts  of  such  colony,  shall  hold  his  supreme  authority,  I  answer,  tliat  the  vxtrds  art 

and  their  office  and  offices  during  their  good  be-  the  words  of  parliament,  and  not  mine ;  and,  that 

haviour ;  and  shall  not  be  removed  therefrom,  all  false  and  inconclusive  inferences,  drawn 

but  when  the  said  removal  shall  be  adjudged  by  from  them,  are  not  mine ;  for  I  heartily  disclaim 

his  majesty  in  council,  upon  a  hearing  on  com-  any  such  inference.    I  have  chosen  the  words 

plaint  from  the  general  assembly,  or  on  a  com-  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  Mr.  GrenviHO) 

plaint  from  the  govemour,  or  counsel,  or  the  surely  a  tolerably  zealous  and  very  judicious 

house  ofrepresentatives  severally,  of  the  colony  advocate  for  the  sovereignty  of  parliament, 

in  which  the  said  diief  justice  and  other  judges  formerly  moved  to  have  read  at  your  table,  in 

have  exercised  the  said  offices.*' 

The  next  resolution  relates  to  the  courts  of  *  The  Solicitor-General  informed  Mr.B.  when 

tadmiraltv  '^®  resolutions  were  separately  moved,  thatdw 

r»  •   *u-'       <<mv^-.         L               *  grievance  of  the  judges  partaking  of  the  prom 

It  u  this;—"  Thatit  maybe  proper  to  regu-  Jf  the  seizure  had  been  rSressecTbv  officii  at- 

late  the  courtf  of  admiralty,  or  vice  Bdmiralty«  cordingly  the  resoluUou  was  am«nae4. 
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eonfinnatioQ  of  his  tenets.    It  is  true,  that  of  a  great  empire  too  dear,  to  pay  for  it  all 

Lord  Chatham  considered  these  preambles  as  essential  rights,  and  all  the  intrinsic  dignity  of 

dedaring  stnmgly  in  favour  of  his  opinions,  human  nature.     None  of  us  who  would  not 

He  was  a  no  less  powerful  advocate  for  the  risk  his  life,  rather  than  fall  under  a  govern- 

priTfleges  of  the  Americans.    Ought  I  not  from  ment  purely  arbitrary.     But,  although  there 

hmce  to  presume,  that  these  preambles  are  as  are  some  among  us  who  think  our  constitution 

ftfourable  as  possible  to  both,  when  properly  wants  many  improvements,  to  make  it  a  com- 

nderstood;  favourable  both  to  the  rights  of  plete  system  of  liberty,  perhaps  none  who  are 

ptrliunent,  and  to  the   privilege    of  the  de-  of  that  opinion  would  think  it  right  to  aim  at 

pendracies  of  this  crown  ?    But,  Sir,  the  ob-  such  improvement,  by  disturbing  his  country, 

jeet  of  grievance  in  my  resolution,  1  have  not  and  risking  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  him.  In 

Ukm  from  the  Chester,  but  from  the  Durham  every  arduous  enterprise,  we  consider  what  we 

act,  which  confines  the  hardship  of  want  of  are  to  lose,  as  well  as  what  we  are  to  gain ;  and 

tepreseotation  to  the  case  of  subsidies ;  and  the  more  and  better  stake  of  liberty  every  peo- 

.  which  therefore  falls  in  exactly  with  the  case  pie  possess,  the  less  they  will  hazard  in  a  vain 

of  the  colonies.      But  whether  the  unrepre-  attempt  to  make  it  more.    These  are  the  cords 

•BUed  counties  were  dejttre,  or  de  facto,  bound,  of  man.    Man  acts  from  adequate  motives  re- 

Ae  preambles  do  not  accurately  distinguish ;  lative  to  his  interest ;  and  not  on  metaphysical 

Mr  indeed  was  it  necessary ;  for  whether  de  speculations.    Aristotle,  the  great  master  of 

jvtj  or  defactOj  the  legislature  thought  the  ex-  reasoning,  cautions  us,  and  with  great  weight 

Crtise  of  the  power  of  taxing,  as  of  right,  or  as  and  propriety,  against  this  species  of  delusive 

of  fact  without  right,  equally  a  grievance,  and  geometrical  accuracy  in  moral  arguments,  as 

oq^ly  oppressive.  Uie  most  fallacious  of  all  sophistry. 

I  do  not  know,  that  the  colonies  have,  in  any  The  Americans  will  have  no  interest  contrarv 

Sneral  way,  or  in  any  cool  hour,  gone  much  to  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  England,  when 

^yoDd  the  demand  of  immunity  in  relation  to  they  are  not  oppressed  by  the  weight  of  it ;  and 

tues.    It  is  not  fair  to  judge  of  the  temper  or  they  will  rather  be  inclined  to  respect  the  acts 

Appositions  o£  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  of  a  superintending  legislature  ;  when  they  see 

wlieD  they  are  composed  and  at  rest,  from  their  them  the  acts  of  that  power,  which  is  itself  the 

OQoduct,  or  their  expressions,  in  a  state  of  dis-  security,  not  the  rival,  of  their  secondary  im- 

trttnce  and  irritation.    It  is  besides  a  very  portance.    In  this  assurance,  my  mind  most 

fKat  mistake  to  imagine,  that  mankind  follow  perfectly  acquiesces ;  and  I  confess,  I  feel  not 

^  practically  any  speculative  principle,  either  the  least  alarm,  from  the  discontents  which  are 

^  government  or  of  freedom,  as  far  as  it  will  to  arise,  from  putting  people  at  their  ease  ; 

00  in  argument  and  logical  illation.    We  Eng-  nor  do  I  apprehend  the  destruction  of  this  em- 

fiihmen  stop  very  short  of  the  principles  upon  pire,  from  giving,  by  an  act  of  free  grace  and  in- 

^lich  we  support  any  given  part  of  our  consti«  dulgence,  to  two  millions  of  my  fellow-citizens, 

(OtioD;  or  even  the  whole  of  it  together.    I  some  share  of  those  rights,  upon  which  I  have 

Qookl  easily,  if  I  had  not  already  tired  you,  always  been  taught  to  value  myself. 

give  you  very  striking  and  convincing  instances  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  this  power  of  granting, 

cf  it.    This  is  nothing  but  what  is  natural  and  vested  in  American  assemblies,  would  dissolve 

proper.    All  government,  indeed  every  human  the  unity  of  the  empire  ;  which  was  preserved, 

bniefit  and  enjoyment,  every  virtue,  ajid  every  entire,  although  Wales,  and  Chester,  and  Dur- 

prndoit  act,  is  founded  on  compromise  and  ham,  were  added  to  it.     Truly,  Mr.  Speaker, 

barter.    We  balance  inconveniences ;  we  give  I  do  not  know  what  this  unity  means  ;  nor  has 

tad  take ;  we  remit  some  rights,  that  we  may  it  ever  been  heard  of,  that  I  know,  in  the  con- 

cqqy  others ;  and,  we  choose  rather  to  be  stitutional  policy  of  this  country.    The  very 

happy  citizens,  than  subtle  disputants.    As  we  idea  of  subordination  of  parts,  excludes  this 

■Mt  give  away  some  natural  liberty,  to  enjoy  notion  of  simple  and  undivided  unity.    England 

em]  advantages ;  so  we  must  sacrifice  some  is  the  head  ;  but  she  is  not  the  head  and  the 

civil  liberties,  for  the  advantages  to  be  derived  members  too.    Ireland  has  ever  had  from  the 

fivm  the  communion  and  fellowship  of  a  great  beginning  a  separate,  but  not  an  independent, 

Bnpire.      But  in  all  fair  dealings  the  thing  legislature ;  which,  far  from  distracting,  pro- 

boo^t  must  bear  some  proportion  to  the  pur-  moted  the  union  of  the  whole.    Every  thing 

paid.    None  will  barter  away  the  im-  was  sweetly  and  harmoniously  disposed  through 

jewel  of  his  soul.     Though  a  great  both  islands  for  the  conservation  of  English' 

is  apt  to  make  slaves  haughty,  yet  it  is  dominion,  and  the  communication  of  English 

pardttaing  a  part  of  the  artificial  importaqce  liberties.    I  do  not  see  that  the  same  prmciples 
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might  not  be  carried  into  twenty  islands,  and  on  what  grounds  can  you  deliberate  either  be> 

with  the  same  good  effect.    This  is  my  model  fore  or  after  the  prc^sition  ?  You  cannot  hear 

with  regard  to  America,  as  far  as  the  internal  the  counsel  for  aJl  these  provinces,  quarrelling 

circumstances  of  the  two  countries  are  the  each  on  its  own  quantity  of  payment,  aod  iti 

same.    I  know  no  other  unity  of  this  empire,  proportion  to  others.    If  you  should  attempt  it, 

than  I  can  draw  from  its  example  during  these  the  committee  of  provincial  ways  and  means, 

periods,  when  it  seemed  to  my  poor  understand-  or  by  whatever  other  name  it  will  delist  to 

ing  more  united  than  it  is  now,  or  than  it  is  be  called,  must,  swallow  up  all  the  time  of 

likely  to  be  by  the  present  methods.  parliament. 

But  since  I  speak  of  these  methods,  I  reed-  Thirdly,  it  does  not  give  satisfaction  to  the 

lect,  Mr.  Speaker,  almost  too  late,  that  I  pro-  complaint  of  the  colonies.     They  complun, 

mised,  before  I  finished,  to  say  something  of  that  they  are  taxed  without  their  consent;  ;oa 

the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord'*'  on  the  floor,  answer,  that  you  will  fix  the  sum  at  which  they 

which  has  been  so  lately  received,  and  stands  shall  be  taxed.    That  is,  you  give  them  the 

on  your  journals.    I  must  be  deeply  concerned,  very  grievance  for  the  remedy.    You  tell  tbom, 

whenever  it  is  my  misfortune  to  continue  a  indeed,  that  you  will  leave  the  node  to  then* 

difference  with  the  majority  of  this  house,  selves.    I  really  beg  pardon :  it  gives  me  pain 

But  as  the  reasons  for  that  difference  are  my  to  mention  it ;  but  you  must  be  sensible  that 

apology  for  thus  troubling  you,  suffer  me  to  you  will  not  perform  this  part  of  the  compact. 

state  them  in  a  very  few  words.    I  shall  com-  For,  suppose  the  cdonies  were  to  lay  thedutiei 

press  them  into  as  small  a  body  as  I  possibly  which  furnished  their  contingent,  upmi  the  inn 

can,  having  already  debated   that  matter  at  portation  of  your  manufactures ;  you  know  yoa 

large,  when  the  questiim  was  b^bre  the  com-  would  never  suffer  such  a  tax  to  be  laid.    Yoa 

mittee.  know  too,  that  you  would  not  suffer  many  other 

First,  then,  I  cannot  admit  that  proposition  modes  of  taxati(Hi.    So  that,  when  you  come 

of  a  ransom  by  auction ; — because  it  is  a  mere  to  explain  yourself,  it  will  be  (bund,  that  you 

project.    It  is  a  thing  new;  imheard  of;  sup-  will  neither  leave  to  themselves  the  quantum 

ported  by  no  experience  ;  justified  by  no  ana-  nor  the  mode ;  nor  indeed  any  thing.    The 

logy ;  without  example  of  our  ancestors,  or  whole  is  delusion  firom  one  end  to  the  other. 

root  in  the  constitution.  Fourthly,  this  method  of  ransom  by  auctioB 

It  is  neither  regular  parliamentary  taxation,  unless  it  be  univeraally  accepted,  will  plimge 

nor  colony  grant.    Experimentum  in  oorpore  you  into  great  and  inextricable  difficulties.   lo 

viH,  is  a  good  rule,  which  will  ever  make  me  what  year  of  our  Lor  dare  the  proportions  <A 

adverse  to  any  trial  of  experiments  on  what  is  payments  to  be  settled  ?    To  say  nothing  of 

certainly  the  most  valuable  of  all  subjects ;  the  the  impossibihty  that  cok>ny  agents  should  have 

peace  of  this  empire.  genenU  powers  of  taxing  the  colonies  at  their 

Secondly,  it  is  an  experiment  which  must  be  discretion;  consider,  I  implore  you,  that  tfai 

fatal  in  the  end  to  our  ccmstitution.    For  what  communicatioa  by  special  messages,  and  orders 

is  it  but  a  scheme  for  taxing  the  colonies  in  between  these  agents  and  their  constituents  ea 

the  anti-chamber  of  the  noble  lord  and  his  sue-  each  variation  of  the  case,  wh^n  the  parties 

cessors?    To  settle  the  quotas  and  proporticms  come  to  contend  together,  and  to  dispute  on 

in  this  house,  is  clearly  impossible.    You,  Sir,  tiieir  relative  pn^xutions,  will  be  a  matter  of 

may  flatter  yourself,  you  shall  sit  a  state  auc-  delay,  perplexity,  and  confusion,  that  never  cto 

tioneer,  with  your  hammer  in  your  hand,  and  have  an  end. 

knock  down  to  each  colony  as  it  bids.    But  to  If  all  the  colonies  do  not  appear  at  the  out* 

settle  (on  the  plan  laid  down  by  the  noble  lord)  Cry,  what  is  the  condition  oi  those  assemblies 

the  true  proportional  payment  for  four  or  five  vdio  ofier,  by  themselves  <ye  their  agents,  to 

and  twenty  governments,  according  to  the  ah-  tax  themselves  up  to  your  ideas  of  their  pro* 

solute  and  the  relative  wealth  oC  eadi,  and  ac-  portion  ?    The  refractcny  colonies,  who  refuse 

cording  to  the  British  proportion  of  wealth  and  all  composition,  will  remain  taxed  only  to  your 

burthen,  is  a  wild  and  chimerical  notion.  This  old  impositions,  which,  however  grievous  in 

new  taxation  must  therefore  come  in  by  the  princifAe,  are  trifling  as  to  productiim.    The 

back-door  of  the  constitution.      Each  quota  obedient  colonies  in  this  scheme  are  heavily 

must  be  brought  to  this  house  ready  formed ;  taxed ;    the   refitbctory  remain  unburthenad. 

you  can  neither  add  nor  alter.     You  must  What  will  you  do  ?    Will  you  lay  new  and 

register  it.    You  can  do  nothing  further.    For  heavier  taxes  by  parliament  on  the  disobedient  9 

Pray  cofwider  in  what  way  you  can  do  it.   Yoa 

*  Lord  North.  ard  perfectly  convinced  that  in  the  wigr  of  tar 
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ittj;  you  can  do  nothing  but  at  tbe  porta.    Now  Instead  oT  a  standing  rev«nue,  you  will  thare- 

auppose  it  is  Virginia  that  refuses  to  appear  at  fore  have   a  perpetual  quarrel.    Indeed  the 

your  auction,  while  Maryland  and  North  G»>  noUe  lord,  who  proposed  this  project  of  a  ran- 

rdina  bid  hancbomely  for  their  ransoaii  and  are  Bom  by  auction,  seemed  himself  to  be  of  that 

taxed  to  your  quota ;   How  will  you  put  these  opinion.    His  project  was  rather  designed  for 

ookmies  on  a  par?   WiU  you  tax  the  tobacco  breaking  the  union  of  the  colonies,  than  for 

of  Virginia?   If  you  do,  you  give  its  deajtb>  establishing  a  revenue.    He  confessed,  he  ap- 

wound  to  your  Engli^  revenue  at  home,  and  prebended  that  his  proposal  would  not  be  to 

to  <me  of  the  very  greatest  artides  oi  your  their  teute,    I  say,  this  scheme  of  disunion 

foreign  trade.    If  you  tax  the  import  of  that  seems  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  project;  for  I 

rebeUious  colony,  what  do  you  tax  but  your  will  not  suspect  that  the  noble  lord  meant 

own  manofiustures,  or  the  goods  of  some  oth«r  nothing  birt  merely  to  delude  the  nation  ,by  an 

obedient,  and  afaready  well  taxed  colony?  Who  airy  phantom  which  he   never  intended  to 

has  said  one  word  on  this  labyrinth  of  detail,  realixe.    But  whatever  his  views  may  be ;  as 

which  bewflders  you  more  and  more  as  you  I  propose  the  peace  and  union  of  the  colonies 

Miter  into  it  ?   Who  has  presented,  who  can  as  the  very  foundation  of  my  plan,  it  cannot 

present  you,  wkh  a  due  to  lead  yMi  out  of  it  ?  aocoid  with  one  whose  foundation  is  perpetual 

I  tiiink.  Sir,  it  is  impossible,  that  you  should  discord. 

not  ree<Aect  that  the  ockmy  bounds  are  so  i»-  C<Mnpare  the  two.  This  I  offer  to  give  yon 
plicated  in  one  another  (yon  know  it  by  your  is  plain  and  simple.  The  other  foil  of  per- 
other  experimeats  in  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  plexed  and  intricate  mazes.  This  is  mild; 
New  England  fishery)  that  yon  can  lay  no  that  harsh.  This  is  found  by  experience  effect 
possible  restraints  on  almost  any  of  tfaem  M^di  tual  for  its  purposes ;  the  other  is  a  new  pro- 
may  not  be  presently  ehided ,  if  you  do  not  con-  ject.  This  is  universal ;  the  other  calculated 
found  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  burthen  for  certain  colonies  only.  This  is  immedia;te 
those  idiom,  upoa  every  principle,  yoa  ought  in  its  conciliatocy  operation ;  the  other  remote, 
to  exonerate.  He  must  be  grossly- ignorant  of  oonting^it,  foil  of  hazard.  Mine  is  what  be- 
America,  who  thinks,  that,  without  falling  into  comes  the  dignity  of  a  ruling  people ;  gratuitous, 
this  confusion  of  all  rvles  of  equity  and  pdicy,  unconditiond,  and  not  held  out  as  matter  of 
yoa  can  restnm  any  single  colony,  especially  bargain  and  sale.  I  have  done  my  duty  in 
VirgBua  uid  Maryland,  die  central  and  most  pixqxMing  it  to  you.  I  have  indeed  tired  you 
important  of  diem  alL  by  a  long  discourse ;  but  this  is  the  misfortune 

Let  it  also  be  considered,  that,  either  in  the  of  those  to  whose  influoice  nothing  will  be 

present  confusion  you  settle  a  penmaaent  con-  oonceded,  and  who  must  win  every  inch  of 

dngent,  which  will  and  must  be  trifling ;  and  their  ground  by  argument.    You  have  heard 

Ihm  yoa  have  no  efl^ctual  revenue:  or  you  me  with  goodness.    May  you  decide  with  wis- 

ohange  die  quota  at  every  exigency;  and  then  dom !  For  my  part,  I  feel  n^  mind  greatly  dis- 

on  every  new  r^iaiation  you  will  have  a  new  burthened  by  what  I  have  done  to-day.   I  havo 

qnarrel.  been  the  less  foarfol  oi  trying  your  patience, 

R^ect  besides,  diat  when  you  have  fixed  a  because  on  this  sut^ect  I  mean  to  spare  it 
quota  for  every  cdooy,  you  have  not  provided  altc^ethw  in  foture.  I  have  this  comfort, 
for  prorapt  awl  punctual  payment.  Suqppose  that  in  every  stage  of  the  American  affairs,  I 
one,  two,  five,  ten  years  arrean.  You  cannot  have  steadily  opposed  the  measures  that  have 
issue  a  treasury  extent  against  the  lailing  produced  the  confusion,  and  may  bring  on  the 
colony.  You  must  make  new  Boston  port  destruction,  of  this  empire.  I  now  go  so  far 
biUs,  new  restraining  laws,  new  acts  for  drag-  as  to  risk  a  proposal  of  my  own.  If  I  cannot 
ging  men  to  Engluid  for  triaL  You  must  give  peace  to  my  country;  I  give  it  to  my  con- 
send  out  new  fleets,  new  armies.    All  is  to  scioice. 

b^in  again.    From  this  day  forward  the  em-  But  what  (says  the  financier)  is  peace  to  us 

pire  is  nevvr  to  know  an  hour's  tranquillity,  without  money  ?   Your  plan  gives  us  no  reve- 

An  isHestine  fire  will  be  kept  alive  in  the  nue.    No !  But  it  does— For  it  secures  to  the 

bowels  of  the  ookmies,  which  one  time  or  subject  the  power  of  REFUSAL ;  the  first  of 

other  must  consume  this  whole  entire.     I  all  revenues.    Experience  is  a  cheat,  and  fact 

dhsw  indeed  diat  the  empire  of  Germany  raises  a  liar,  if  this  power  in  the  subject  of  propor- 

har  lowBMia  and  her  troops  by  quotM  and  con-  tioning  his  grant,  or  of  not  granting  at  all,  has 

d&genli ;  but  the  revenue  of  the  empire,  and  not  been  found  the  richest  mine  of  revenue 

ihe  army  of  the  eiapire,  is  the.  worst  revenue^  ever  discovered  by  the  skill  or  by  the  for* 

tad  die  worst  am^r,  in  the  workl.  tune  of  man.    It  does  not  indeed  vote  you 
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£.152,750:  ll:2fths,nor  any  other  palby  limited  as  I  think  it  would  not  only  be  an  act  of 
sum. — But  it  gives  the  strong  box  itself,  the  injustice,  but  would  be  the  worst  oBCC»omy  in 
fund,  the  bank,  fi-ora  whence  only  revenues  can  the  woiid,  to  compel  the  colonies  to  a  sura 
arise  among  a  people  sensible  of  freedom :  certain,  either  in  the  way  of  ranscnn,  or  in  tha 
Potita  iuditur  area.  Cannot  you  in  England ;  way  of  compulsory  compact, 
cannot  you  at  this  time  of  day ;  cannot  you,  But  to  clear  up  my  ideas  on  this  8ubject>-« 
a  house  of  commons,  trust  to  the    principle     revenue  from  America  transmitted  hither — do 

which  has  raised  so  mighty  a  revenue,  and  '  not  delude  yourselves — ^you  never  can  receive 
accumulated  a  debt  of  near  140  millions  in     it — No,  not  a  shilling.  We  have  experi^ice  that 

this  country  ?    Is  this  principle  to  be  true  in  from  remote  countries  it  is  not  to  be  expected. 

England,  and  fabe  every  where  else  ?   Is  it  If,  when  you  attempted  to  extract  revemie  from 

not  true  in  Ireland !    Has  it  not  hitherto  been  Bengal,  you  were  obliged  to  return  in  loan 

true  in  the  colonies  ?    Why  should  you  pre-  what  you  had  taken  in  imposition ;   what  can 

sume,  that,  in  any  country,  a  body  duly  con-  you  expect  from  North  America  ?  ibr  certainly, 

stituted  for  any  function,  will  neglect  to  perform  if  there  ever  was  a  country  qualified  to  produce 

its  duty,  and  abdicate  its  trust  ?   Such  a  pre-  wealth,  it  is  India ;  or  an  institution  fit  for  the 

sumption  would  go  against  all  governments  in  transmissicm,  it  is  the  East^India  Company, 

all  modes.    But,  in  truth,  this  dread  of  penury  America  has  none   of  these  aptitudes.     If 

of  suf^ly,  from  a  free  assembly,  has  no  foun-  America  gives  you  taxaUe  objects,  on  which 

dation  in   nature.    For,  first,  observe,  that,  you  lay  your  duties  here,  and  gives  jrou,  at  the 

besides  the  desire  which  all  men  have  natu-  same  time,  a  surplus  by  a  foreign  sale  of  her 

rally  of  supporting  the  honour  of  their  own  commodities  to  pay  the  duties  an  these  objects 

government ;  that  sense  of  dignity,  and  that  se-  which  you  tax  at  home,  she  has  performed  her 

cority  to  property,  which  ever  attends  freedom,  part  to  the  British  revenue.    But  with  regard, 

has  a  tenidency  to  increase   the  stock  of  the  to  her  own  internal  establishments ;  she  may, 

free  conununi^.    Most  may  be  taken  where  I  doubt  not  she  will,  contribute  in  moderatioOi. 

most  is  accumulated.    And  what  is  the  soil  or  I  say  in  moderation ;  for  she  ought  not  to 

climate  where  experience  has  not  uniformly  permitted  to  exhaust  herself.    She  ought  to  bo 

proved,  that  the  voluntary  flow  of  heaped-up  reserved  to  a  war ;  the  weight  of  which,  witlm 

plenty,  bursting  from  the  weight  of  its  own  the  enemies  that  we  are  most  likely  to  have, 

rich  luxuriance,  has  ever  run  with  a  more  must  be  considerable  in  her  quarter  of  th& 

copious  stream  of  revenue,   than  could  be  globe.     There  she  may  serve  you,  and  serv» 

squeezed  from  the  dry  husks  cf  oppressed  in-  you  essentially. 

digence,  by  the  straining  of  all  the  politic  For  that  service,  for  all  service,  whether  of 
machinery  in  the  world.  revenue,  trade,  or  empire,  my  trust  is  in  her 
Next  we  know,  that  parties  must  ever  exist  interest  in  the  British  constitution.  My  bdd 
in  a  free  country.  We  know  too,  that  the  emu-  of  the  colonies  is  in  the  close  affection  which 
lations  of  such  parties,  th^ir  contradictions,  grows  from  common  names,  from  kindred  bk)od,.  , 
their  reciprocal  necessities,  their  hopes,  and  from  similar  privileges,  and  equal  protecti<Hi.'  \ 
their  fears,  must  send  them  all  in  their  turns  These  are  ties,  which,  though  light  as  air, 
to  him  that  hdds  the  balance  of  the  state,  are  as  strong  as  links  of  iron.  Let  the  colonies 
The  parties  are  the  gamesters ;  but  govern-  always  keep  the  idea  of  their  civil  rights  assch 
ment  keeps  the  table,  and  is  sure  to  be  the  ciated  with  your  government ; — they  will  clmg 
winner  in  the  end.  When  this  game  is  played,  and  grapple  to  you ;  and  no  force  under  heavea 
I  really  think  it  is  more  to  be  feared,  that  the  will  be  of  power  to  tear  them  from  their  alle> 
people  will  be  exhausted,  than  that  govern-  giance.  But  let  it  be  once  understood,  that 
ment  will  not  be  supplied.  Whereas,  what-  your  government  may  be  one  thing,  and  their 
ever  is  got  by  acts  of  absolute  power  ill  obeyed,  privileges  another ;  that  these  two  things  may 
because  odious,  or  by  contracts  ill  kept,  be-  exist  without  any  mutual  relation;  the  cemenl 
cause  constrained ;  will  be  narrow,  feeble,  is  gone ;  the  cohesion  is  loosened  ;  and  evi 
uncertain,  and  precarious.  "  Eok  would  re-  thing  hastens  to  decay  and  dissolution.  As 
tract  vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  void.**  ■  long  as  you  have  the  wisdom  to  keep  the  so- 
I,  for  one,  protest  against  compounding  our  vereign  authority  of  this  country  as  the  sane- 
demands  :  I  declare  against  compounding,  ibr  tuary  of  liberty,  the  sacred  temple  consecrated 
a  poor  limited  sum,  the  immense,  evergrowing,  to  our  c(Mnmon  faith,  wherever  the  chosen  race 
eternal  debt,  which  is  due  to  generous  govern-  and  scms  of  England  worship  freed<Hn,  they 
ment  from  protected  freedom.  And  so  may  will  turn  their  fiices  towards  vou.  The  more 
I  speed  in  the  great  object  I  propose  to  you,  they  multiply,  the  more  friends  you  will  have; 
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^  more  ardently  they  love  liberty,  the  more  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  men  as  1  have 
P^ect  will  be  their  obedience.    Slavery  they  mentioned,  have  no  substantial  existence,  are 
cut  have  any  where.    It  is  a  weed  that  grows  in  truth  every  thing,  and  all  in  all.     Magna- 
in  every  soil.    They  may  have  it  from  Spain,  nimity  in  politics  is  not  seldom  the  truest  wis- 
^y  may  have  it  from  Prussia.    But  until  you  dom;  and  a  great  empire  and  little  minds  go 
t^eoome  lost  to  all  feeling  of  your  true  interest,  ill  together.    If  we  are  conscious  of  our  situaf- 
Stti  your  natural  dignity,  freedom  they  can  tion,  and  glow  with  zeal  to  fill  our  places  as 
have  from  none  but  you.    This  is  the  com-  becomes  our  station  and  ourselves,  we  ought 
i^Mxiity  of  price,  of  which  you  have  the  mono-  to  auspicate   all  our  public  proceedings  on 
poiy.   Ttaa  is  the  true   act  of  navigation,  America,  with  the  old  warning  of  the  church, 
i^uch  binds  to  you  the  commerce  of  the  colo-  Surntm  corda  I     We  ought  to  elevate  our 
^"^i  and  through  them  secures   to  you  the  minds  to  the  greatness  of  diat  trust  to  which 
*e»lth  of  the  world.    Deny  them  this  partici-  the  order  of  Providence  has  called  us.    By 
P*^  of  freedom,  and  you  break  that  sole  adverting  to  the  dignity  of  this  high  calling,  our 
^^i  which  originally  made,  and  must  still  ancestors  have  turned  a  savage  wilderness  into 
preierve,  the  unity  of  the   empire.    Do  not  a  glorious  empire ;   and  have  made  the  moat 
^'^(^itain  so  weak  an  imagination,  as  that  your  extensive,  and  the  only  honourable  conquest! ; 
'Agisters  and  your  bonds,  your  affidavits  and  not  by  destroying,  but  by  promoting  the  weaUfa^ 
^^  aufierances,  your  cockets  and  your  clea-  the  number,  the  happiness,  of  the  human  race. 
''^Jices,  are  what  form  the  great  securities  of  Let  us  get  an  American  revenue  as  we  have 
•^^Mir  commerce.    Do  not  dream  that  your  let-  got  an  American  empire.    English  privileges 
^^  of  office,  and  your  instructions,  and  your  have  made  it  all  that  it  is ;  English  privilege! 
^^pmding  clauses,  are  the  things  that  hold  alone  will  make  it  all  it  can  be. 
^^^gedier  the  great  contexture  of  this  mysterious        In  full  confidence  of  this  unalterable  truth,  I 
^^e.  These  things  do  not  make  your  govern-  now  {quod  felix  fatutumque  sit) — ^lay  the  first 
^)ieot  Dead  instruments,  passive  tools  as  they  stone  of  the  temple  of  peace;  and  I  move  you, 
^re,  it  is  the  spirit  of  the  English  c(Hnmunion,         **  That  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  Great 
that  gives  all  their  life  and  efficacy  to  them.  Britain  in  North  America,  consisting  of  four- 
It  is  the  ^irit  of  the  English  constitution,  teen   separate  governments,  and   containing 
wfaidi,  infused  through  the  mighty  mass,  per-  two  millions  and  upwards  of  &ee  inhabitants, 
Tades,  feeds,  unites,  invigorates,  vivifies,  every  have  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  elec- 
part  of  the  empire,  even  down  to  the  minutest  ting  and  sending  any  knights  and  burgesses, 
member.  or  others,  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court 

Is  it  not  the  same  virtue  which  does  every  of  parliament.*' 
thing  fix*  us  here  in  England?    Do  you  ima-        Upon  this  resolution,  the  previous  question 

gine  then,  that  it  is  the  land  tax  act  which  was  put,  and  carried; — ^for  the  previous  ques- 

raises  your  revenue  ?  that  it  is  the  annual  vote  tion  270,  against  it  78. 
in  the  committee  of  supply,  which  gives  you  .— — 

your  army  ?  or  that  it  is  the  mutiny  bill  which        As  the  propositions  were  opened  separately 

inqures  it  with  bravery  and  discipline?    No !  in  the  body  of  the  speech,  the  reader  pei^iaps 

Sorely  no !    It  is  the  love  of  the  people ;  it  is  may  wish  to  see  the  whole  of  them  together,  in 

their  attachment  to  their  government  from  the  the  form  in  which  they  were  moved  for. 

sense  of  the  deep  stake  they  have  in  such  a  

^briona  institution,  which  gives  you  your  army  **  moted, 

and  year  navy,  and  infuses  into  both  that  libcH  <<  That  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  Great 
lal  dbedience,  without  which  your  army  would  Britain  in  North  America,  consisting  of  four- 
be  a  base  raU>le,  and  your  navy  nothing  but  teen  separate  governments,  and  omtaining 
rotten  timber.  *  two  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inhabitants. 
All  this,  I  know  well  enough,  will  sound  wild  have  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  eleo- 
and  chimerical  to  the  pro&ne  herd  of  those  ting  and  sending  any  knights  and  burgesses, 
ndgar  and  mechanical  politicians,  who  have  or  others,  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court ' 
no  place  among  us ;  a  sort  of  people  who  think  of  parliament." 

that  nothing  exists  but  what  is  gross  and  mate-         "  That  the  said  colonies  and  plantations 

rial ;  and  who  therefore,  fiur  fix)m  being  quali-  have  been  made  liable  to,  and  b(Hmden  by, 

fied  to  be  directors  of  the  great  movement  of  several  subsidies,  payments,  rates,  and  taxes, 

eo^yire,  are  not  fit  to  turn  a  vdieel  in  the  ma-  given  and  granted  by  pariiament ;  though  th0 

chine.    But  to  men  truly  initiated  and  ri^tly  said  colonies  and  plantations  have  not  their 

taught,  ttiese  ruling  and   master  principles,  knights  and  burgesses,  in  the  said  high  court 
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of  parliament,  of  their  own  election,  to  repre-  pay&Ue  on    china   earthenware  exported     to 

sent  the  condition  of  their  country,  by  hdt  America ;  and  for  more  effectually  preventLn^ 

xahtnqfj  they  have  been  oftentxmu  touched  and  the  clandestine  running  of  goods  in  the  saiV 

grieved  by  tubmdie*  given j  granUdy  and  amw  colonies  and  plantations." 
led  tD,  in  the  said  court,  m  a  maimer  prepddioiml        "  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  acf, 

to  the  cmnmoH  wealA,  qtdetnem,  reat ,  and  peace f  made  in  the  14di  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 

of  the  mtbjecta  inhabiting  within  the  tame"  sent  m^sty,  intituled,  An  act  to  discontiaue, 

"  That,  from  the  distance  of  die  said  eok>-  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  are 

nies,  and  from  other  circumstances,  no  raetkod  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  discbar* 

hath  hitherto  been  derised  for  prooning  a  ging;  lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  wares  and 

representation  in  pariiaraent  for  the  said  oolo-  merchandise,  at  the  town,  arid  within  the  ha^ 

nies."  boor,  of  Boston,  in  the  province  of  Massachu* 

"  That  each  (^the  said  cokmies  hath  within  setts'  Bay,  in  North  America." 
itself  a  body,  chosen,  in  part  or  in  the  wh<4e,         *'  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  act, 

by  the  freemen,  freeholders,  or  other  free  inha-  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre* 

bitants  thereof,  commonly  called  the  general  sent  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  the  impaP" 

assembly,  or  general  court ;  with  powers  1»>  tial  administration  of  justice,  in  cases  of  persons 

gaily  to  raise,  levy,  and  assess,  aocordiag  to  questioned  for  any  acts  done  by  them  in  the 

the  several  usages  of  such  colonies,  duties  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  ot 

and  taxes  towards  defraying  all  sorts  of  public  riots  and  tumuhs,  in  the  province  of  Massa- 

services."*  cushetts*  Bay,  in  New  England." 

'*  That  the  said  general  assewblies,  |;eneral        "  That  it  is  proper  to  repeal  an  act,  made 

courts,  or  other  bodies,  legally  qualified  as  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  na* 

aforesaid,  have  at  simdry  times  freely  granted  jesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  regda* 

several  large  subsidies  and  public  aids  for  his  ting  the  government  of  the  province  of  Masssr 

majesty's  service,  acoording  to  their  abilities,  diwietts'  Bay,  in  New  En^and." 
wImu  required  thereto  by  fetter  from  one  <^his        "  That  it  is  proper  to  explain  and  amend  an 

majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state ;  and  act,  made  in  the  85th  year  of  the  reign  of  King 

that  their  right  lo  grant  the  same,  and  their  Henry  YIII.  intituled.  An  act  for  ^e  trial  (^ 

cheerfulness  and  sufficiency  in  the  said  grants,  treasons  committed  out  of  the  King's  dooi- 

have  been  at  sundry  times  acknowied^  by  nions." 

parliament."  "  That,  fitMn  the  time  when  the  general  as- 

"  That  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  sembly,  or  general  court,  of  any  colony  or  plan* 

that  the  manner  of  granting  the  said  Mipfrfies  tation,  in  North  America,  shall  have  appointed, 

and  aids,  by  the  said  general  assemUies,  hath  by  act  of  assembly  duly  confrrmed,  a  setded 

been  more  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  salary  to  tiie  offices  of  the  chief  justice  and 
said  colonies,  and  more  beneficial  and  eondo-     jodges  of  the  superiour  courts,  it  may  be  pn^ 

cive  to  the  public  service,  than  the  mode  of  per  that  ^  sud  chief  justice  and  ofter  judges 

giving  and   granting  aids  and  s(;d>sidies  in  of  the  superiour  courts  of  such  colcmy  riiallluld 

parliament  to  be  raised  and  paid  in  the  said  his  and  their  office  and  offices  during  their 

colcmies."  good  behaviour ;   and  shall  not  be  removed 

*'  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  act,  therefixmi,  but  when  the  said  removal  shall  be 

made  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre-  adjudged  by  his  majesty  in  council,  upon  a 

sent  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  granting  hearing  on  complaint  from  Uie  general  assem- 

certain  duties  in  the  British  colonies  and  bly,  <»:  on  a  complaint  from  the  govemour,  or 
plantations  in  America ;  for  allowing  a  draw-     council,  or  the  house  of  representatives,  seve- 

back  of  the  duties  of  cutftoms,  upon  the  expor-  rally,  of  the  colony  in  wMcfa  the  said  chief 
tation  from  this  kingdom,  of  coffee  and  ooco^-  justice  and  other  judges  have  exercised  the 
nuts,  of  the  produce  of  the  said  colonies  or     said  offie»." 

plantations;  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks        "That  it  may  be  proper  to  regulate  the 

courts  of  admiralty,  or  vice-admiralty,  autho- 

*  The  first  four  motions  and  the  last  had  the     "««l  *>y  Ae  16th  chapter  of  the  4th  of  George 

previous  question  put  on  them.     The  others     III.  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  the  same 

^a?^rtS?JiI®<l'Tt»i;^-  «-•*  V ,  A       ^     "*<*«  commodious  to  those  who  sue,  or  are 

Tne  words  in  Italics,  were,  by  an  amendment  j  •    *v       -j        ^         .  .1  ^     »_ 

that  was  carried,  left  out  of  the  motion ;  which  ^®**»  ™  "*  ""^  ^^^^^  ?  "^  *>  prmidefar  m 
will  appear  in  the  journals,  though  it  ki  not  the  m«^  decent  meantgnanee  of  ^  judgn  of  At 
practke  to  insert  such  amendments  in  the  votes,     team.** 
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OKanmaSt  purpons  which  «|»pear  to  me  so  coatradicUirjf 

I  BATx  th«  honour  of  seiuliiig  joa  the  two  to  all  the  prineiplee,  not  only  of  the  oonstitii* 

last  acts  which  have  been  passed  with  regard  tional  policy  of  Great  Britain,  but  even  of  Ail 

to  the  troubles  in  America.    These  acts  are  species  of  hostile  justiee,  whioh  n^Aqierity  of 

similar  to  aU  die  rest  which  haTobeen  maide  on  war  wboUy  exUnguifdns  in  the  minnBof  a  <Mf 

Ae  same  subject.    They  operate  by  the  same  lised  peofrfe. 

principle;  and  ^ey  are  derived  fix»m  the  very  It  seems  to  hafe  in  view  two  capital  objeed ; 

same  policy.    I  think  they  complete  the  num*  iA»  first,  to  enable  admiaistnuioa  to  ooBfiae, 

bar  of  that  sort  of  statutes  to  nine.    It  aflbrds  as  long  as  it  shaU  think  proper,  inae,  when 

DO  matter  for  very  pleasing  reflection,  to  ob-  that  act  is  pleased  to  qualify  hf  4ie  name  of 

rnre,  that  our  subjects  diminirii,  as  our  laws  ptrsfes.    Those  so  qnaltfed,  I  understand  to 

increase.  be,  the  commanders  md  markiers  «f  soeh  pri- 

1£  I  hare  the  misfortone  of  differing  with  vateers  and  ^ips  of  war  belonging  to  the€ol»> 

somec^  my  feBow-citizens  on  this  great  and  ar->  nies,  as  in  the  course  of  tins  unhappy  conleit 

dnous  subject,  it  is  no  small  consolation  to  me,  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  orown.    They 

tint  I  do  not  differ  from  you.    With  you,  I  are  therefore  to  be  detuned  in  prison,  nnder 

am  perfectly  united.    We  are  heartily  agreed  the  criminal  description  of  piracy,  to  a  futora 

in  cRir  detestation  of  a  civil  war.    We  have  trial  and  ignominious  puniriwnent,  v^never 

ever  expressed  the  most  anqualified  disappro-  circumstances  shall  mijw  it  convenient  to  «>•» 

batxon  of  all  the  steps  which  have  led  to  it,  and  cute  vengeance  on  them,  under  the  colonr  «f 

cf  all  those  which  tend  to  prolong  it.    And  I  that  odious  and  inftmous  offence, 

have  no  doubt  that  we  feel  exactly  the  same  To  this  first  purpose  of  the  law,  I  iuwe  bd 

wnotions  of  grief  and  shame  on  all  its  misO'  small  dislike ;  because  the  act  does  not  (as  afl 

raUe  consequences;  whether  they  appear,  on  laws,  and  aD  equksMe  transactions  ought  to  do) 

die  one  side  or  the  other,  in  ^  riiapeof  victo-  fiuriy  describe  its  object.    The  persons,  wto 

lies  or  defeats,  of  captures  made  from  the  make  a  naval  war  upon  us,  in  eonsequenee-of 

Engliali  on  the  continent,  or  from  die  English  tiie  preeent  troubles,  may  be  rebels;  b«t  tocatt 

m  Aese   islands ;    of  legislative  regulations  and  treat  them  as  pirates,  is  conftmiding,  not 

whidiaubvert  the  liberties  cf  oar  brethren,  or  only  the  natural  distinction  of  things,  but  the 

nhtch  undermine  our  own. '  order  of  crimes ;  which,  whether  by  puttan^ 

Of  the  first  of  iSiese  statutes  (that  forthe  let-  tiiem  fiom  a  hi^r  pert  of  the  scale  to  ilia 

tsr  of  marque)  I  shall  say  Httle.    Exception-  lower,  or  from  the  lower  to  the  higher,  is  nevw 

•Ue  as  it  may  be,  and  as  I  think  it  is  in  some  done  without  dangerousljr  disordering  the  whola 

paiticnhrs,  it  seems  the  natural,  perhaps  neces-  frame  of  jurisprudenoe.    Though  ^nmcy  may 

my  result  of  the  measures  we  have  taken,  and  be,  in  ^e  eye  of  the  law,  a  leu  offence  Aaa 

the  aitoation  we  are  in.    The  other  (for  a  par-  treason ;  yet  as  both  are,  in  effect,  pmnriied 

tid  Buspension  of  the  fiobeos  Corput)  appears  widi  the  same  deatii,  the  same  for^biture,  and 

to  me  of  a  much  deeper  malignity.    During  the  same  corruption  of  blood,  I  never  wvM 

iti  piogiesB  through  the  house  of  commons,  take  fimn  ai^  fellow  creature  iriiatever,  any 

it  has  been  amended,  so  as  to  express  more  sort  of  advamage  which  he  may  derive  to  1^ 

distinctly  than  at  first  it  did,  the  avowed  senti-  safely  from  the  pHy  of  mankind,  er  to  his  repo* 

ments  of  l^iose  who  framed  it:  and  the  main  tation  from  dieir  general  feelings,  by  degradin|{ 

gmond  of  my  exception  to  it  is,  because  it  his  ofibnee,  when  I  cannot  soften  his  punish* 

does  vxpresi,  and  does  carry  Into  execatiooi  ment.    The  general  sense  of  mankind  tsHi 
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me,  that  tliose  offences,  which  may  possibly  money,  unsupported  by  friends,  three  thousand 
arise   from  mistaken  virtue,  are  not   in  the  miles  from  ail  means  of  calling  upon  or  cod- 
class  of  infamous  actions.    Lord  Coke,   the  fronting  evidence,  where  no  one  local  circum- 
oracle  of  the  English  law,  conforms  to  that  ge^ -rftance  that  tends  to  detect  perjury,  can  possi- 
neral  sense  where  he  says,  that  "  those  things'    bly  be  judged  of; — such  a  person  may  be  exe- 
which  are  of  the  highest  criminality,  may  be  of  cuted  according  to  form,  but  he  can  never  be 
the  least  disgrace."     The  act  prepares  a  sort  tried  according  to  justice, 
of  masked  proceeding,  not  honourable  to  the  1  therefore  could  never  reconcile  myself  to 
justice  of  the  kingdom,  and  by  no  means  ne-  the  bill  I  send  you ;  vehich  is  expressly  pro 
cessary  for  its  safety.    I  cannot  enter  into  it.  vided  to  remove  all  inconveniencies  from  the 
If  Lonl  Balmerino,  in  the  last  rebellion,  had  establishment  of  a  mode  of  trial,  vi^hich  has 
driven  off  the  cattle  of  twenty  clans,  I  should  ever  appeared  to  me  most  unjust  and  most  un- 
have  thought  it  would  have  been  a  scandalous  constitutional.    Far  from  removing  the  difficul- 
«nd  k>w  juggle,  utterly  unworthy  of  the  manli-  ties  which  impede  the  execution  of  so  mischie- 
ness  of  an  English  judicature,  to  have  tried  vous  a  project,  I  would  heap  new  difficulties 
him  for  felony  as  a  stealer  of  cows.  upon  it,  if  it  were  in  my  power.    All  the  an- 
Besides^  must  honestly  tell  you,  that  I  cient,  honest  juridical  principles  and  institu- 
could  not  Vole  for,  or  countenance  in  any  way,  tions  of  England  are  so  many  clogs  to  check 
a  statute,  which  stigmatizes  with  the  crime  of  &nd  retard  the  headlong  course  of  violence  and 
piracy,  these  men,  whom  an  act  of  parliament  oppression.    They  were  invented  for  this  (me 
had  previously  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  good  purpose ;  that  what  was  not  just  should 
law.    When  the  legislature  of  this  kingdom  not  be  cc»ivenient.    Convinced  of  this,  I  would 
had  ordered  all  their  ships  and  goods,  for  the  leave  things  as  I  found  them.     The  okl,  cool- 
mere  new-created  offence  of  exercising  trade,  headed,  general  law,  is'  as  good  as  any  devia- 
te be  divided  as  a  spoil  among  the  seamen  of  lion  dictated  by  present  heat, 
the  navy, — to  consider  the  necessary  reprisal  I  could  see  no  fair  justifit^le  expedience 
of  an  unhappy,  proscribed,  interdicted  people,  pleaded  to  favour  this  new  suspension  of  the 
as  the  crime  of  piracy,  would  have  appeared  in  liberty  of  the  subject.    If  the  English  in  the 
any  other  legislature  than  ours,  a  strain  of  the  colonies  can  support  the  independency,  to  which 
most  insulting  and  most  unnatural  cruelty  and  they  have  been  unfortunately  driven,  I  suppose 
injustice.    I  assure  you,  I  never  remember  to  nobody  has  such  a  fanatical  zeal  for  the  crimi- 
have  heard  of  any  thing  like  it  in  any  time  or  nal  justice  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  that  he  will 
country.  contend  for  executions  which  must  be  retaliated 
The  second  professed  purpose  of  the  act  is  tenfold  on  his  own  friends;  or  who  has  coD- 
to  detain  in  England  for  trial,  those  who  shall  ceived  so  strange  an  idea  of  English  dignity,  as 
commit  high  treason  in  America.  to  think  the  defeats  in  America  compensated 
That  you  may  be  enabled  to  enter  into  the  ^y  the  triumphs  of  Tyburn.  If  on  the  contraiy, 
true  spirit  of  the  present  law,  it  is  necessary,  the  colonies  are  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the 
gentlemen,  to  apprize  you,  that  there  is  an  act,  crown,  there  must  be  under  that  authm^,  tri- 
made  so  long  ago  as  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  bunals  in  the  country  itself,  fully  competent  to 
Eighth,  before  the  existence  or  thought  of  any  administer  justice  on  all  offenders.  But  if  there 
English  colonies  in  America,  for  the  trial  in  are  not,  and  that  we  must  suppose  a  thing  so 
this  kingdom  of  treasons  committed  out  of  the  humiliating  to  our  government,  as  that  all  this 
realm.    In  the  year  1769,  parliament  thought  vast  continent  shoiUd  unanimously  concur  in 
(NToper  to  acquaint  the  crown  with  their  con-  thinking,  that  no  ill  fortune  can  convert  resis- 
struction  of  that  act  in  a  formal  address,  where-  tance  to  the  royal  authority  into  a  criminal  act, 
in  they  intreated  his  majesty,  to  cause  persons,  we  may  call  the  effect  of  our  victory  peace,  or 
charged  with  high  treason  in  America,  to  be  obedience,  or  what  we  will ;  but  the  war  is  not 
brought  into  this  kingdom  for  trial.    By  this  ended;  the  hostile  mind  continues  in  full  vigour, 
act  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  so  construed  and  so  and  it  continues  under  a  worse  form.    If  your 
(gtpUed,  aknost  all  that  is  substantial  and  bene-  peace  be  nothing  more  than  a  sullen  pause  from 
ficial  in  a  trial  by  jury,  is  taken  away  from  the  arms ;  if  their  quiet  be  nothing  but  the  medita- 
BUbject  in  the  colonies.     This  is  however  say-  tion  of  revenge,  where  smitten  pride  smarting 
ing  too  little ;  for  to  try  a  man  under  that  act  from  its  wounds,  festers  into  new  rancour,  nei- 
is,  in  effect,  to  condemn  him  unheard.    A  pei*-  ther  the  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  nor  its  hand- 
son  is  brought  hither  in  the  dungeon  of  a  ship's  maid  of  this  reign,  will  answer  any  wise  end  of 
hold ;  thence  he  is  vomited  into  a  dungeon  on  policy  or  justice.    For  if  the  bloody  fields, 
land  ;   loaded   with  irons,  unfurnished   with  which  they  saw  and  felt,  are  not  sufficient  to 
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mibdue  the  reason  of  America,  (to  use  the  ex-     who  are  actually  exchanged  are  pardoned,  but 
pressive  phrase  of  a  great  brd  in  office,)  it  is     contend  that  you  may  justly  reserve  for  vei>- 
not  the  judicial  slaughter,  which  is  made  in     geance,  those  who  remain  unexchanged;  then 
aoother  hemisphere  against  their  universal  sense     this  unpleasant  and  unhandsome  consequence 
of  justice,  that  will  ever  reconcile  them  to  the     will  follow;  that  you  judge  of  the  delinquency 
Sritish  government.  of  men  merely  by  the  time  of  their  guilt,  and 
I  take  it  for  granted,  gentlemen,  that  we  sym-  not  by  the  heinousness  of  it;  and  you  thake 
pathize  in  a  proper  horrour  of  all  punishment  fortune  and  accidents,  and  not  the  moral  quap 
further  than  as  it  serves  for  an  example.     To  lities  of  human  acticm,  the  rule  of  your  justice, 
"^^om  then  does  the  example  of  an  execution         These  strange  incongruities  must  ever  per^ 
in  England  for  this  American  rebellion  apply  ?  plex  those,  who  confound  the  unhapptness  of 
Remember,  you  are  told  every  day,  that  the  civil  dissensions,  with  the  crime  of  treascm. 
present  is  a  contest  between  the  two  countries ;  Whenever  a  rebellion  really  ^d  trufy  esists, 
and  that  we  in  England  are  at  war  for  ow  own  which  is  as  easily  known  in  i^,  as  it  is  diffi- 
digni^  against  our  rebellious  children.    Is  this  cult  to  define  in  words,  government  has  not  en- 
true  ?     If  it  be,  it  is  surely  among  such  rebel-  tered  into  such  military  conventions ;  but  has 
lious  children  that  examples  for  disobedience  ever  declined  all  intermediate  treaty,  which 
should  be  made,  to  be  in  any  degree  instructive :  should  put  rebels  in  possesion  of  the  law  of 
fer  who  ever  thought  of  teaching  parents  then:  nations  with  regard  to  war.  Commanders  would 
duty  by  an  example  from  the  punishment  of  an  receive  no  benefits  at  their  hands,  because  they 
undut^ul  son  ?    As  well  might  the  execution  of  could  make  no  return  for  them.  Who  has  ever 
a  fugitive  negro  in  the  plantations,  be  consi-  heardof  capitulation,  and  parole  of  honour,  and 
dered  as  a  lesson  to  teach  masters  humanity  to  exchange  of  prisoners  in  tiie  late  rebellions  in 
their  slaves.    Such  executions  may  indeed  sa-  this  kingdom?    The  answer  to  all  demands  of 
tiate  our  revenge ;  they  may  harden  our  hearts,  that  sort  was,  '<we  can  engage  for  nothing; 
and  puff  us  up  with  pride  and  am^ance.  Alas !  you  are  at  the  king's  pleasure.''    We  ought  to 
this  is  not  instruction !  remember,  that  if  our  present  enemies  be,  in 

If  any  thing  can  be  drawn  from  such  exan^  reality  and  truth,  rebels,  the  king's  generals 

pies  by  a  parity  d[  the  case,  it  is  to  shew,  how  have  no  right  to  release  them  upon  any  condi- 

deep  ^eir  crime  and  how  heavy  their  punish-  tions  whatsoever ;    and  they  are  themselves 

ment  will  be  who  shall  at  any  time  dare  to  re>  answerable  to  the  law,  and  as  much  in  want  of 

sist  a  distant  power  actually  disposing  of  their  a  pardon  for  doing  so,  as  the  rebels  whom  they '*.  • 

property,  without  their  voice  or  consent  to  the  release. 

disposition ;  and  overturning  their  franchises         Lawyers,  I  know,  cannot  make  the  distinc- 

without  charge  or  hearing.     God  forbid  that  tion,  for  which  I  contend ;  because  they  have 

England  should  ever  read  this  lesson  written  in  their  strict  rule  to  go  by.    But  legislators  ought 

the  blood  of  any  tX  her  offspring !  to  do  what  lawyers  cannot ;  for  they  have  no 

War  is  at  present  carried  on  between  the  other  rules  to  bind  them,  but  the  great  princi- 
king's  natural  and  foreign  troops,  on  one  side,  pies  of  reason  and  equity,  and  the  general  sense 
and  the  English  in  America  on  the  other,  up<xi  of  mankind.  These  they  are  bound  to  obey 
the  usual  footing  of  other  wars ;  and  accordingly  and  follow ;  and  rather  to  enlarge  and  enlighten 
an  exchange  erf*  prisoners  has  been  regularly  law  by  the  liberality  of  legislative  reas(Hi,  than 
made  fi'om  the  beginning.  If  notwithstanding  to  fetter  si!nd  bind  their  higher  capacity  by  the 
this  hitherto  equal  procedure,  upon  some  pros-  narrow  constructions  of  subordinate  artificial 
pect  of  ending  the  war  with  success,  (which  justice.  If  we  had  adverted  to  this,  we  never 
however  may  be  delusive,)  administration  pre-  could  consider  the  convulsions  of  a  great  em- 
pares  to  act  against  those  as  traiiors  who  re-  pire,  not  disturbed  by  a  little  disseminated  fac- 
main  in  their  hands  at  the  end  dt  the  troubles,  tion,  but  divided  by  whole  communities  and 
in  my  opinion  we  shall  exhibit  to  the  world  as  provinces,  and  entire  legal  representatives  of  a 
indecent  a  piece  of  injustice  as  ever  civil  fury  people,  as  fit  matter  of  discussion  under  a 
has  produced.  If  the  prisoners  who  haye  been  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.  It  is  as 
exchanged,  have  not  by  that  exchange  been  opposite  to  reason  and  prudence,  as  it  is  to  hu- 
mrtuaUy  pardoned,  the  cartel  (whether  avowed  manity  and  justice. 

(M*  understood)  is  a  cruel  fraud;  for  you  have        This  act,  proceeding  on  these  principles,  that 

received  the  life  of  a  man,  and  you  ought  to  is,  preparing  to  end  the  presoit  troubles  by  a 

return  a  life  for  it,  or  there  is  no  parity  or  fair-  trial  of  one  sort  of  hostility,  under  the  name  of 

ness  in  the  transaction.  piracy,  and  of  another  by  the  name  of  treason, 

If  on  the  other  hand,  we  admit,  that  they,  and  executing  the  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
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aeoording  to  a  new  and  uncoDstitutioDal  inter-  freedom.    They  are  marked  with  too  gtroag 

pretation,  I  have  thought  evil  and  dangerous,  lines  to  slide  into  use.    No  plea,  nor  pretoice 

even  though  the  instniments  of  effecting  such  of  inctmvenienee  or  evil  example  (which  must 

porposes  had  been  merely  of  a  neutral  quality,  in  their  nature  be  daily  and  ordinary  incidents) 

But  it  really  appears  to  me,  that  tlie  means  can  be  admitted  as  a  reason  ibr  such  mighty 
which  this  act  employs  are,  at  least,  as  excep-  operations.  But  the  true  danger  is,  yrhtan 
tiooable  as  the  end.  Permit  me  to  open  my-  liberty  is  nibbled  away,  for  expedients,  and  by 
■elf  a  liltU  upon  this  subject,  because  it  is  <^  parts.  The  Babea$  Carpuaact  supposes. coo- 
importance  to  me,  when  I  am  obliged  to  sub-  trary  to  the  genius  of  most  other  laws,  thatthfr 
mit  to  the  power  without  acquiescing  in  the  lawful  magistrate  may  see  particular  men  with 
reason  of  an  act  of  legislature,  that  I  should  a  malignant  eye,  and  it  provides  for  that  iden- 
jostify  my  dissent,  by  such  arguments  as  may  tical  case.  But  when  men,  in  particular  de-> 
be  sopposed  to  have  weight  with  a  sober  man.  scriptioos,  marked  out  by  the  magistrate  him- 

The  main  <^>arative  regulation  of  the  act  is  self,  are  delivered  over  by  parliament  to  thi& 
to  suspend  the  common  law,  and  the  statute  possible  malignity,  it  is  not  the  Habeas  Corpua 
Hobeaa  Carpus,  (the  sole  securities  either  ibr  that  is  occasi<mally  suspended,  but  its  spirit 
liberty  (x- justice,)  with  regard  to  all  those  who  that  is  mistaken,  ajxl  its  principle  that  is  sub- 
have  been  out  of  the  realm,  or  on  the  high  seas,  verted.     Indeed  nothing  is  security  to  any 
within  a  given  time.     The  rest  of  the  people,  individual  but  the  common  interest  of  all. 
as  I  understand,  are  to  continue  as  they  stood         This  act  therefore,  has  this  distinguished 
before.  evil  in  it,  that  it  is  the  first  partial  su^>eiisioo 

I  ccxifess,  gentlemen,  that  this  appears  to  of  the  Habeas  Carpus  that  has  been  made. 
ne,  as  bad  in  the  principle,  and  far  worse  in  The  precedent,  which  is  always  d*  very  great 
its  consequence,  theui  an  universal  suspemioa  importance,  is  now  established.  Fw  the  first 
of  the  Habeas  Carpus  act ;  and  the  limiting  time  a  distinction  is  made  among  the  people 
qualification,  instead  of  taking  out  the  sting,  within  this  realm.  Before  this  act,  every  n»n 
does  in  my  humble  opinion  sharpen  and  enve-  putting  his  foot  on  Engli^  ground,  every  stran- 
BOm  it  to  a  greater  degree.  Liberty,  if  I  ger  owing  only  a  local  and  temporary  allegiance, 
trnderstand  it  at  all,  is  a  jvneroj  principle,  and  even  negro  slaves  who  had  been  sold  in  die 
&e  clear  right  of  all  the  subjects  within  the  cokinies  and  under  an  act  of  parliament,  be- 
realm,  or  of  none.  Partial  freedom  seems  to  me  came  as  firee  as  every  other  man  who  breadied 
^^a  most  invidious  mode  of  slavery.  But  xxdScx-  the  same  air  with  them.  Now  a  line  is  drawn, 
tunately,  it  is  the  kind  of  slavery  the  most  which  may  be  advanced  further  and  fiirther  at 
easily  admitted  in  times  of  civil  discord ;  for  pleasure,  on  the  same  argument  c^  mere  expe* 
parties  are  but  too  apt  to  forget  their  own  fu-  di^ice,  on  whidi  it  was  first  described.  There 
tare  safety  in  their  desire  of  sacrificing  their  is  no  equality  among  us ;  we  are  not  feDow- 
•nemies.  Peofde,  without  much  difficulty,  citizens,  if  the  mariner  who  lands  on  the  quajTi 
admit  the  entrance  of  that  injustice  of  which  does  not  rest  on  as  firm  legal  ground  as  the 
they  are  not  to  be  the  immediate  victims.  In  merchant  who  sits  in  his  compting-House. 
timesof  high  proceeding  it  is  never  the  faction  Other  laws  may  injure  the  conmiunity,  this 
of  the  predominant  power  that  is  in  danger ;  dissohres  it.  As  things  now  stand,  every  man 
im  no  tyranny  chastises  its  own  instruments,  in  the  West  Indies,  every  one  inhabitant  of 
It  is  the  obnoxious  and  the  suspected  who  three  unoffending  provinces  on  the  continent, 
want  the  protection  of  law ;  and  there  is  no-  every  person  coming  fi'om  the  East  Indies, 
thing  to  bridle  the  partial  violence  of  state  every  gentleman  who  has  travelled  for  his  health 
fiustions,  but  this ;  "  that  whenever  an  act  is  or  education,  every  mariner  who  has  navigated 
made  for  a  cessation  of  law  and  justice,  the  the  seas,  is,  for  no  other  offence,  under  a  tern- 
whole  people  should  be  universally  subjected  porary  proscription.  Let  any  of  these  facts 
to  the  same  suspension  of  their  franchises."  (now  become  presumptions  (^  guilt)  be  proved 
The  alarm  of  such  a  proceeding  would  then  against  him,  and  the  bare  suspicicMH  of  the 
be  universal.  It  would  cerate  as  a  sort  of  crown  puts  him  out  of  the  law.  It  is  even  by 
CaU  of  the  nation.  It  would  become  every  no  means  dear  to  me,  whether  the  negative 
man  s  immediate  and  instant  concern  to  be  proof  does  not  lie  upon  the  person  apprel^nded 
made  very  sensible  of  f^  cAsoltUe  neeeas^  of  on  suspicion,  to  the  subversion  of  all  justice, 
this  total  eclipse  of  liberty.  They  would  more  I  have  not  debated  against  this  bill  in  its 
carefully  advert  to  every  renewal,  and  more  prt>grBss  through  the  house ;  because  it  would 
powerfiilly  resist  it.  These  great  determined  have  been  vain  to  oppose,  and  impossible  to 
Bieasures  are  not  commonly  so  dangerous  to  correct  it.    It  is  some  time  since  I  have  been 
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desrly  eonTinced,  that  in  the  present  state  of  degrees,  that  artful  softening  of  all  arbitrary 

diingtf  an  opposition  to  any  measures  proposed  power,  Uie  alleged  infrequency  or  narrow  extent  ^, 

by  ministers,  where  the  name  of  America  ap»  of  its  operation,  will  be  received  as  a  sort  of   ' 

pears,  is  yain  and  6rivoIous.    You  may  be  sure  aphorism — and  Mr.  Hume  will  not  be  nngidar 

that  I  do  not  speak  of  my  opposition,  which  in  telling  us,  that  the  felicity  of  mankind  is  no 

in  aQ  circumstances  must  be  so;  but  that  of  more  disturbed  by  it,  than  by  earthquakes  or 

men  of  the  greatest  wisdom  and  authority  in  thunder,  or  the  other  more  unusual  accidents 

the  nation.    Every   thing  proposed  against  of  nature.  ; 

America  is  supposed  of  course  to  be  in  favour        The  act  of  which  I  speak  isunong  the  fruits 

of  Ghreat  Britain.    Good  and  iU  success  are  of  the  Ammcan  wur;  a  war  in  my  humble 

equally  admitted  as  reasons  for  persevering  in  opinion  productive  of  many  mischiefs,  of  a 

the  present  methods.     Several  very  prudent,  kind  which  distinguish  it  from  all  others.   Not 

and  very  well-intentioned  persons  were  of  only  our  policy  is  deranged,  and  our  .empire 

opinion,  that  during  the  prevalence  of  such  distracted,  but  our  laws  and  our  legislative 

dispositions,  all  struggle  rather  inflamed  than  spirit  appear  to  have  been  totally  perverted  by 

lessened  the  distemper  of  the  public  counsels,  it.    We  have  made  war  on  our  cdonies,  not 

Finding  such  resistance  to  be  considered  as  by  arms  only,  but  by  laws.    As  hostility  and 

factious  by  most  within  doors,  and  by  very  law  are  not  very  coneordant  ideas,  every  step 

many  without,  I  cannot  conscientiously  sup-  we  have  taken  in  this  business,  has  beenniad« 

port  what  is  against  my  opinion,  nor  prudently  by  trampling  on  some  maxim  of  justice,  w  some 

contend  with  what  I  know  is  irresistible.    Pre-  capital  principle  of  wise  government.    What 

serving  my  principles  unshaken,  I  reserve  my  ]M-ecedents  were  established,  and  what  princi» 

activity  for  rational  endeavours;  and  I  hope  pies  overturned,  (I  will  not  say  of  English  pri* 

that  my  past  conduct  has  given  suflScient  evi-  rilego,  but  of  general  justice,)  in  the  Boston 

dence,  that  if  I  am  a  single  day  from  ray  place,  Port,  the  Massachusetts*  Charter,  the  Military 

it  is  not  owing  to  indolence  or  love  of  dissipa-  Bill,  and  all  that  long  array  of  hostile  acts  <k  .  *■ 

tion.    The  stalest  hope  of  doing  good  is  su&  parliament,  by  which  the  war  with  America        ^i« 

ficient  to  recaJl  me  to  what  I  quitted  widi  has  been  begun  and  supported !  Had  the  priOi^ 

regret.    In  declining  for  some  time  my  usual  ciples  of  any  of  these  acts  been  first  exerted  oiv« 

strict  attendance,  I  do  not  in  the  least  condemn  Englidi  ground,  they  would  probably  have  es^ 

the  spirit  of  those  gentlemen,  who,  with  a  just  pired  as  so<hi  as  they  touched  it.    But  by  being 

confidence  in  their  abilities,  (in  which  I  claim  removed  from  our  persons,  they  have  rooted  in' 

a  sent  of  share  from  my  tove  and  admiration  of  our  laws ;  uid  the  hUest  posterity  will  taste 

them,)  were  of  opinion  diat  their  exertions  in  the  fruits  of  them. 

this  desperate  case  might  be  o£  scMne  service.        Nor  is  it  the  worse  effect  of  this  uonatimil 

They  dn>ught,  that  by  contracting  the  sphere  contention,  that  our  taios  are  coirnpted.  Whilst 

of  its  applicati(»i,  they  might  lessen  the  roalig-  mannen  remain  entire,  they  wiU  correct  the 

nity  of  an  eril  ]»inciple.    Perhaps  they  were  vices  of  law,  and  soften  it  at  leng^  to  their 

in  the  right.    But  when  my  opinion  was  so  own  temper.    But  we  hav«  to  lament,  that  in 

very  clearly  to  the  contrary,  for  the  reas(Mis  I  most  of  the  late  proceedings  we  see  very  few 

have  just  stated,  I  am  sure  my  attmidance  traces  of  that  generosity,  humanity,  and  di^ 

would  have  been  ridiculous.  nity  of  mind  which  fbrmerly  characterised  this 

I  must  add  in  finder  explimation  of  ray  nation.    War  suspends  the  rules  ofmoml  oblfi- 

conduct,  that  far  from  softening  the  features  of  gation,  and  what  is  long  suspended  is  in  dan- 

such  a  principle,  and  therein  removing  any  ger  of  being  totally  alwogated.     Civil  warn 

part  of  ^e  popular  odium  or  natural  terrours  strike  deepest  of  all  into  the  mannere  of  the 

attending  it,  I  should  be  sony,  that  any  thing  people.    They  vitiate  their  politics ;  they  om^ 

framed  in  contradiction  to  the  spirit  of  eur  rupt  their  morals ;  they  pervert  even  the  natu- 

constitntion  did  not  mstantly  produce  in  fact,  ral  taste  and  relish  of  equity  and  justice.    By 

the  grossest  of  the  evils,  with  which  it  was  teaching  us  to  consider  our  fellow-citisens  in  a 

pregnant  in  its  nature.    It  is  by  lying  dormant  hostile  light,  the  whole  body  of  our  nation  be^ 

a  long  time,  or  being  at  first  very  rarely  exer*  comes  gradually  less  dear  to  us.'    The  veiy 

deed,  diat  vbitrary  power  steals  upon  a  people,  names  of  aifecticm  and  kindred)  which  wem  the 

On  the  next  unconstibitional  act,  all  the  fashion-  bond  of  charity  whilst  we  agreed,  become  new 

Me  world  will  be  ready  to  say-^Tour  prophe*  incentives  to  hatred  and  rage,  when  the  cob»> 

cies  are  ridiccdous,  your  fears  are  vain,  you  munion  of  our  country  is  dissolved.    We  may 

see  how  litde  of  the  mischiefi  which  you  for*  flatter  ourselves  that  we  shall  not  fhU  into  thi* 

merly  Ibreboded  are  cone  to  pass.    Thus,  by  misfortuner   But  we  have  no  charter  of  fl9«nip^ 
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tioo,  that  I  know  of,  from  the  ordinary  frailties  moved.    Wanting  feelings  for  the  honour  of 

^-    of  our  nature.  our  country,  we  might  then  in  cold  Uood  be 

4v^     What  but  that  blindness  of  heart  which  brought  to  think  a  little  of  our  interests  as  indi> 

arises  iirom  the  phrenzy  of  civil  contention,  vidual  citizens,  and  our  private  conscience  as 

could  have  made  any  persons  conceive  the  moral  agents. 

present  situation  of  the  British  affairs  as  an        Indeed  our  affairs  are  in  a  bad  condition.    L 

object  of  triumph  to  themselves,  or  of  congra-  do  assure  those  gentlemen  who  have  prayed, 

tuiation  jto  their  sovereign  ?    Nothing  surely  for  war,  and  obtained  the  blessing  they  bav^ 

could  be  more  lamentable  to  those  who  re-  sought,  that  they  are  at  this  instant  in  veryr 

member  the  flourishing  days  <^  this  kingdom,  great  straits.      The   abused  wealth  of  thiai 

than  to  sec  the  insane  joy  of  several  unhappy  country  continues  a  litde  longer  to  feed  it^ 

people,  amid   the   sad  spectacle   which   our  distemper.     As  yet  they,  and  their  Germaxi 

affairs  and  conduct  exhibit  to  the  scorn  of  allies  of  twenty  hire  ling  states,  have  contended 

Europe."    We  behold   (and   it  seems   some  only  with  the  unprepared  strength  of  our  own, 

people  rejoice  in  beholding)  our  native  land,  infant  colonies.     But  America  is  not  subdued, 

which  used  to  sit  the  envied  arbiter  of  all  her  Not  one  unattacked  village  which  was  origj> 

neighbours,  reduced  to  a  servile  dependence  nally  adverse  throughout  that  vast  continent, 

on  their  mercy ;  acquiescing  in  assurances  of  has  yet  submitted  frcMU  love  or  terrour.    You 

friendship  which  she  does  not  trust ;   com-  have  the  ground  you  encamp  on ;  and  you  hare 

plaining  of  hostilities  which  she  dares  not  re-  no  more.    The  cantonments  of  your  troops  and 

sent ;  deficient  to  her  allies ;  lofty  to  her  sub-  your  dominions  are  exactly  of  the  same  extent. 

jects,  and  submissive  to  her  enemies;  whilst  You  spread  devastation,  but  you  do  not  enlarge 

the  liberal  government  <^  this  free   nation  is  the  sphere  of  authority, 
supported  by  the  hireling  sword  of  German         The  events  of  this  war  arc  of  so  moch 

boors  and  vassals ;  and  three  millions  of  the  greater    magnitude   than    those    who    either 

subjects  of  Great  Britain  are  seeking  for  pro-  wished  or  feared  it,  ever  looked  for,  that  this 

'^       tection  to  English  privileges  in  the  arms  of  alone   ought  to  fill  every  considerate  mind 

France !  with  anxiety  and  diffidence.    Wise  men  often 

^  These  circumstances  appear  to  me  more  like  tremble    at  the  very   things    which  fill  the 

irilocking  prodigies,  than  natural  changes  in  thoughtless  with  security.    For  many  reasons 

human  affairs.    Men  of  firmer  minds  may  see  I  do  not  choose  to  expose  to  public  view,  all 

diem  without  staggering  or  astonishment. —  the  particulars  of  the  state  in  which  you  stood 

Some  may  think  them  matters  of  congratu-  with   regard  to   foreign  powers,  during  the 

lation  and  complimentary  addresses ;   but  I  whole  course  of  the  last  year.     Whether  you 

trust  your  candour  will  be  so  indulgent  to  my  are  yet  wholly  out  of  danger  from  them,  is 

weakness,  as  not  to  have  the  worse  opinion  of  more  than  I  know,  or  than  your  rulers  can 

me  for  my  declining  to  participate  in  this  joy ;  divine.     But  even  if  I  were  certain  of  my 

and  my  rejecting  all  share  whatsoever  in  such  safety,  I  could  not  easily  forgive  those  who 

a  triumph.    I  am  too  old,  too  stiff  in  my  in-  had  brought  me  into  the  most  dreadful  perils, 

yeterate  partialities,  to  be  ready  at  all  the  because  by  accidents,  unforeseen  by  them  or 

fashicmable  evolutions  rf  opinion.    I  scarcely  me,  I  have  escaped. 

know  how  to  adapt  my  mind  to  the  feelings         Believe  me,  gentlemen,  the  way  still  bcfors 

with  which  the  court  gazettes  mean  to  impress  you  is  intricate,  dark,  and  full  of  perplexed 

the  people.    It  is  not  instantly  that  I  can  be  and   treacherous  mazes.    Those  who  think 

brought  to  rejoice,  when  I  hear  of  the  slaughter  they  have  the  clue,  may  lead  us  out  of  this 

and  captivity  of  long  lists  of  those  names  which  labyrinth.     We.  may  trust  them  as  amply  as 

have  been  familiar  to  my  ears  from  my  infancy,  we  think  proper  \  but  as  they  have  most  cer- 

and  to  rejoice  that  they  have  fallen  under  the  taiqly  a  call  for  all  the  reason  which  their  stock 

sword  of  strangerd,  whose  barbarous  appel-  can  furnish,  why  should  we  think  it  proper  to 

lations  I  scarcely  know  how  to  pronounce,  disturb  its  operation  by  inflaming  their  pas- 

The  glory  acquired  at  the  White  Plains  by  Co-  sions  ?  I  may  be  unable  to  lend  an  helping  hand 

lonel  Rahl,  has  no  charms  for  me ;  and  I  fairly  to  those  who  direct  the  state ;  but  I  should  be 

acknowledge,  that  I  have  not  yet  learned  to  ashamed  to  make  myself  one  rf  a  noisy  mul- 

delight  in  fiiading  Fort  Kniphausen  in  the  heart  titude  to  hollow  and  hearten  them  into  doubtfrd 

of  the  British  dominions.  and  dangerous  courses.    A  conscientious  man 

It  might  be  some  consolation  for  the  loss  of  would  be  cautious  how  he  dealt  in  Uood.    Ht 

our  old  regards,  if  our  reason  were  enlightened  would  feel  some  apprehension  at  being  called 

in  proportion  as  our  honest  prejudices  are  re-  to  a  tremendous  account  for  engaging  in  so 
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deep  a  play,  without  any  sort  of  knowledge  of  who  do  not  wish  for  such  9,,  separation,  would 
the  game.    It  is  no  excuse  for  presumptuous  not  dissolve  that  cement  of  reciprocal  esteem 
ignorance,  that  it  is  directed  by  insolent  pas-  and  regard,  which  can  alone  bind  together  the 
sion.    The  poorest  being  that  crawls  on  earth,  parts  of  this  great  fabric.    It  ought  to  be  our 
contending  to  save  itself  from  injustice  and  wish,  as  it  is  our  duty,  not  only  to  forbear  this 
oppression,  is  an  object  respectable  in  the  eyes  style  of  outrage  ourselves,  but  to  make  every 
of  God  and  man.    But  I  cannot  conceive  any  one  as  sensible  as  we  can  of  the  improprie^ 
existence  under  heaven,  (which  in  the  depths  and  unworthiness  of  the  tempers  which  gaVH 
of  its  wisdom  tolerates  all  sorts  of  things,)  that  rise  to  it,  and  which  designing  men  are  la- 
is  more  truly  odious  and  disgusting,  than  an  bouring  with  such  malignant  industry  to  diffuse 
impotent  helpless  creature,  without  civil  wis-  among  us.    It  is  our  business  to  counteract 
dam  or  military  skill,  without  a  consciousness  them,  if  possible;   if  possible,  to  awake  our    ^ 
of  any  other  qualification  fi>r  power  but  his  ser-  natural  regards;  and  to  revive  the  old  parti- 
▼ility  to  it,  bloated  with  pride  and  arrogance,  ality  to  the  English  name.   Without  somethinf  * 
calling  for  battles  which  he  is  not  to  fight,  con-  of  this  kind  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  ever  prao-        0 
teodJDg  for  a  violent  dominion  which  he  can  ticable  really  to  reconcile  with  those,  whose       "^ 
never  exercise,  and  satisfied  to  be  himself  affection,  afler  dl,  must  be  the  surest  hold  of 
mean  and  miserable,  in  order  to  render  others  our  government ; .  and  which  is  a  thousand    ^9^ 
contemptible  and  wretched.  times  more  worth  to  us,  than  the  mercenary      s 

If  you  and  I  find  our  talents  not  of  the  great  zeal  of  all  the  circles  of  Germany. 

and  ruling  kind,  our  conduct  at  least,  is  con-  I  can  well  conceive  a  country  completely 

formable  to  our  faculties.    No  man's  life  pays  overrun,  and  miserably  wasted,  without  aj^ 

the  forfeit  of  our  rashness.    No  desolate  wi-  proaching  in  the  least  to  settlement.    In  my 

dow  weeps  tears  of  blood  over  our  ignorance,  apprehension,  as  long  as  English  government 

Scrupulous  and  sober  in  a  well  grounded  dis-  is  attempted  to  be  supported  over  Englishmen 

trust  of  ourselves,  we  would  keep  in  the  port  by  the  sword  alone,  things  will  thus  continue. 

of  peace  and  security;   and  perhaps  iii  re-  I  anticipate  in  my  mind  the  moment  of  the 

commending  to  others  something  of  the  same  final  triumph  of  foreign  military  force.    When 

diffidence,  we  should  shew  ourselves    more  that  hour  arrives,  (for  it  may  arrive,)  then  it 

charitable  to  their  welfare,  than  injurious  to  is,  that  all  this  mass  of  weakness  and  violence 

their  abilities.  will  appear  in   its  full  light.    If  we  should 

There  are  many  circumstances  in  the  zeal  be  expelled  from    America,  the  delusi<m    of 

shewn  for  civil  war,  which  seem  to  discover  the    partizans  erf"  military   government  miglrt 

but  little  of  real  magnanimity.    The  addressers  still  continue.    They  might  still  feed  their 

offer  their  own  persons,  and  they  are  satisfied  imaginations   with  the  possible  good  oonse- 

with  hiring  Germans.   They  promise  their  pri-  quences  which  might  have  attended  ibccess. 

Tate  fortunes,  and  they  mortgage  their  country.  Nobody  could  prove  the  contrary  l^facts.  But 

They  have  all  the  merit  of  volunteers,  without  in  case  the  sword  should  do  all  that  the  sword 

-isk  of  person  or  charge  of  contribution ;  and  can  do,  the  success  of  their  arms  and  the  de- 

vHien  the  unfeeling  arm  (^  a  foreign  soldiery  feat  of  their  policy,  will  be  one  and  the  same 

pours  out  their  kindred  blood  like  water,  they  thing.    You  will  never  see  any  revenue  from 

exuh  and  triumph  as  if  they  themselves  had  America.    Some  increase  of  the  means   of 

performed  some  notable  exploit.     I  am  really  corruption,  without  ease  of  the  public  burthens, 

ashamed  of  the  fashionable  language  which  has  is  the  very  best  that  can  happen.    Is  it  for  this 

been  held  for  some  time  past ;  which  to  say  the  that  we  are  at  war ;  and  in  such  a  war  ? 

best  of  it,  is  full  of  levity.    You  know,  that  I  As  to  the  difficulties  of  laying  once  more 

aOude  to  the  general  cry  against  the  cowardice  the  foundations  of  that  government,  which,  for 

of  the  Americans,  as  U*  we  despised  them  for  the  sake  of  conquering  what  was  our  own,  has 

not  making  the  king's  soldiery  purchase  the  been  voluntarily  and  wantonly  pulled  down  by 

advantage  they  have  obtained,  at  a  dearer  rate,  a  court  faction  here,  I  tremble  to  look  at  them. 

It  is  not,  gentlemen,  it  is  not,  to  respect  the  Has  any  of  these  gentlemen,  who  are  socager 

dispensations  of  Providence,  nor  to  provide  to  govern  all  mankind,  shewn  himself  possessed 

any  decent  retreat  in  the  mutability  of  human  of  the  first  qualification  towards  government, 

afTairs.    It  leaves  no  medium  between  insolent  some  knowledge  of  the  object,   and  of   the 

victory  and  infamous  defeat.      It  tends    to  difficulties  which  occur  in  the  task  they  have 

alienate  our  minds  fiirther  and  further  from  undertaken? 

our  natural  regards,  and  to  make  an  eternal  I  assure  you,  that  on  the  most  prosperous 

rmt  and  schism  in  the  British  nation.    Those  issue  of  your  arms,  you  will  not  be  where  yon 
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•food,  when  you  called  in  war  to  supply  the  begin  s<Nnewfaere  ;  and  a  conciliatory  temper 

defect*  of  your  political  establishment.    Nor  must  precede  and  prepare  every  plan  of  re« 

would  any  disorder  or  disobedience  to  govern-  conciliation.    Nor  do  I  ccmceive  that  we  suf> 

Bent  which  could  arise  from  the  most  abject  fer   any  thing  by   thus   regulating  our  own 

oooceeaion  on  our  part,  ever  equal  those  which  minds.    We  are  not  disarmed  by  being  dis- 

will  bo  felt  after  the  most  triumphant  violence,  encumbered  of  our  passions.    Declaiming  oo 

Tou  have  got  all  the  intermediate  evils  of  war  rebellion  never  added  a  bayonet,  or  a  chargs 

.iikM^tbe  bargain.  of  powder  to  your  military  force;  but  I  am 

I  think  I  know  America.    If  I  do  not,  my  afraid  that  it  has  been  the  means  c£  taking 

ignorance  is  incurable,  for  I  have  spared  no  up  many  mudtets  against  you. 
pains  to  understand  it ;  and  I  do  most  solemn-         This  outrageous  language,  which  has  been 

ly  asaore  those  of  my  constituents  who  put  encouraged  and  kept  alive  by  every  art,  hu 

any  sort  of  confidence  in  my  industry  and  in-  already  done  incredible  mischief.    For  a  kxig 

Isgrity,  that  every  thing  that  has  been  done  time,  even  amid  the  desolations   of  war,  sod 

there  has  arisen  from  a  total  misconcepti(»i  of  the  insults  of  hostile  laws  daily  accumulated 

the  object:  that  our  means  of ori^nally  hold-  on  one  another;  tbe  American  leaders  seam 

ing  America,  that  our  means  of  reconciling  to  have  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing 

with  it  after  quarrel,  of  recovering  it   afler  up  their  people  to  a  declaraticm  of  total  inde- 

Mparation,  of  keeping  it  aAer  victory,  did  de-  pendence.    But  the  court  gazette  accomplish" 

pend,  and  must  depend,  in  their  several  stages  •d  what  the  abettors  of  independence  had  at- 

and  periods,  upon  a  total  renunciation  of  that  tempted  in  vain.    When  that  disingoiuous 

unconditional  submission,  which  has   taken  compilation,  and  strange  medley  of  railing  aad 

such  possession  <^the  minds  of  violent  men.  flattery,  was  adduced,  as  a  proof  of  the  united 

The  whole  of  those  maxims,  upon  which  we  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 

have  made  and  continued  this  war,  must  be  there  was  a  great  change  throughout  all  Ame- 

abandcmed.    Nothing  indeed  (for  I  would  not  rica.    The  tide  of  popular  affection,  which  had 

deceive  you)  can  place  us  in  our  forsaer  situ-  still  set  towards  the  parent  country,  begun 

ation.    That  hope  must  be  laid  aside.    But  immediately  to  turn ;  and  to  flow  with  great 

there    is  a  difference  between  bad  and    the  rapidity  in  a  contrary  course.    Far  from  god> 

worst  of  all.    Terms  relative  to  the  cause  of  cealing  these  wild  declarations  of  enmi^,  the 

the  war  ought  to  be  (^ered  by  the  authority  of  author  of  the  celebrated  pamphlet  whidb  pre- 

parliament.    An  arrangement  at  home  promi-  pared  the  minds  of  the  people  for  independence, 

sing  some  security  for  them  ought  to  be  made,  insists  largely  on  the  multitude  and  the  spirit 

By  doing  this,  without  the  least  impairing  of  of  these  addresses ;  and  he  draws  an  argument 

our  strength,  we  add  to  the  credit  of  our  mode-  from  them,  which  (if  the  fact  were  as  he  nip* 

ration,  which  in  itself,  is  alwajrs  strength  more  poses)  must  be  irresistible.    For  I  never  knew 

or  less.      '">  a  writer  on  the  theory  of  government  so  par- 

I  know  many  have  been  taught .  to  think,  tial  to  authority,  as  not  to  allow,  that  th« 

that  moderation,  in  a  case  like  this,  is  a  sort  hostile  mind   of  Uie  rulers  to  their  people,  did 

of  treason ;  and  that  all  arguments  for  it  are  fully  justify  a  change  c^  government ;  nor  can 

sufficiently  answered  by  railing  at  rebels  and  any  reason  whatever  be  given,  why  one  peoplo 

rebellion,  and  by  charging  all  the  present  or  should  voluntarily  yieM  any  degree  of  pre*. 

future  miseries  which  we  may  suffer,  on  the  eminence  to  another,  but  on  a  supposition  of 

resistance  of  our  brethren.    But  I  would  wish  great  afiection  and  benevolence  towards  them, 

them,  in  this  grave  matter,  and  if  peace  is  not  Unfortunately  your  rulers,  trusting  to  other 

whoUy  removed  fix)m  their  hearts,  to  consider  things,  took  no  notice  of  Uiis  great  principle 

seriously,  first,  that  to  criminate  and  recrimi-  of  connection.    From  the  beginning  of  this 

nate  never  yet  was  the  road  to  reconciliation,  affair,  they  have  done  all  they  amid  to  alie- 

in  any  difference  among  men.    In  the  next  nate  your  minds  from  your  own  kindred ;  and 

place,  it  would  be  right  to  reflect,    that  the  if  they  could  excite  hatred  enough  in  one  of 

American  English  (whom  they  may  abuse,  ihe  parties  towai^the  other,  they  seemed  to 

if  they  think  it  honourable  to  revile  the  absent)  be  of  opinion  j)|(^vey^had  gone  half  the  way 

oan,  as  things  now  stand,  neither  be  provoked  towards  recoaciliing  the  quarrel, 
at  our  railing,  or  bettered  by  our  instruction.         I  know  it  is  said,  that  your  kindness  is  only 

All  communication  is  cut  off  between  us,  but  alienated  on  account  of  their  resistance;  and 

this  we  know  with  certainty,  that  though  we  therefore  if  the  colonies  surrender  at  discretion, 

cannot  reclaim  them,  we  may  reform  ourselves,  all  sort  of  regard,  and  even  much  indulgence 

If  measures  of  peace  are  necessary,  they  must  is  meant  towards  them  in  future.    BtU  can 
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inm  who  tre  partisans  ibr  oontinoing  a  war  craft  and  credulity,  the  voice  of  reason   is 

to  eoforoe  such  a  surrender,  be  responsible  stifled ;  and  all  the  misconduct,  all  the  calam- 

(after  all  that  has  passed)  for  such  a  future  ities  of  the  war  are  covered  and  continued, 

nse  of  a  power,  that  is  bound  by  no  compacts,  If  I  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  be  little 

nd  restrained  by  no  temxir?  Will  they  tell  surprised  at  any  thing,  I  should  have  been  in 

BB  what  they  call  indulgencies  ?  Do  they  not  some  degree  astonished  at  the  continued  rage 

at  this  instant  call  the  present  war  and  all  its  of  several  gentlemen,  who,  not  satisfied  with 

horrouni,  a  lenient  and  merciful  proceeding  ?  carrying  fire  and  sword  into  America,  are  ani- 

No  conqueror,  that  I  ever  heard  of,  has  mated  nearly  with  the  same  fury  against  those 

fitifmei  to  make  a  cruel,  harsh,  and  insolent  neighbours  of  theirs,  whose  only  crime  it  is, 

ON  of  his  conquest.    No!   The  man  of  the  that  they  have  diaritably  and  humanely  wished 

BMst  declared  pride,   scarcely  dares  to  trust  them  to  entertain  more  reasonable  sentiments, 

his  own  heart,  with  this  dreadful  secret  of  and  not  always  to  sacrifice  their  interest  to 

tmbitioD.    But  it  will  appear  in  iu  time ;  and  their  passion.  All  this  rage  against  unresisting 

no  man  who  |Ht>fes8es  to  reduce  another  to  the  dissent,  convinces  me,  that  at  bottom,  they  are 

iDMleot  mercy  of  a  foreign  arm,  ever  had  any  far  from  satisfied  they  are  in  the  ri^t.    For 

>ort  of  good-will  towards  him.    The  profes-  what  is  it  they  would  have  ?    A  war  ?     They 

noo  of  kindness,  with  that  sword  in  his  hand,  certainly  have  at  this  moment  the  blessing  of 

nd  that  demand  of  surrender,  is  one  of  the  something  that  is  very  like  one ;  and  if  the 

■Boet  provoking  acts  of  his  hostility.    I  shall  war  they  enjoy  at  (nresent  be  not  sufficiently 

be  told,  that  all  dus  is  lenient  as  against  rebel-  hot  and  extensive,  they  may  shortly  have  it  as 

HoQs  adversaries.    But  are  the  leaders  of  their  warm  and  as  spreading  as  their  hearts  can 

^ctioD  more  lenient  to  those  who  submit !  desire.    Is  it  the  force  of  the  kingdom  they  call 

Lofd  Howe  and  Greneral  Howe  have  powers  fer?  They  have  it  alr^dy ;  and  if  they  choose 

Qoder  an  act  of  parliament,  to  restore  to  the  to  fight  their  battles  in  their  own  person,  no- 

iun^s  peace  and  to  free  trade  any  men,  or  dis-  body  prevents  their  setting  sail  to  America  in 

tiiet,  whidi  shall  submit.    Is  this  done  ?    We  the  next  transports.    Do  they  think,  that  the 

hare  been  over  and  over  informed  by  the  au-  service  is  stinted  for  want  of  liberal  supplies? 

dMrized  gazette,  that  the  city  of  New  York,  Indeed  they  complain  without  reason.    The 

tod  the  countries  of  Statcn  and  Long  Island  table  of  the  hcHise  of  commons  will  glut  them, 

Inve  submitted  voluntarily  and  cheerfully,  and  let  their  appetite  for  expense  be  never  so  keen, 

that  many  are  very  full  of  zeal  to  the  cause  And  I  assure  them  further,  that  those  who 

of  adrainistration.    Were  they  instantly  re-  think  with  them  in  the  house  of  commons  are 

"tored  to  trade  ?    Are  they  yet  restored  to  it  ?  full  as  easy  in  the  controul,  as  they  are  liberal 

I>  not  the  benignity  of  two  commissioners,  in  the  vote  of  these  expenses.    If  this  bo  not 

■Ktorally  most  humane  and   generous    men,  supply  or  confidence  sufficient,  iQt  them  open 

MBe  way  fettered   by  instructions,  equally  their  own  private  purse  strings  and  give,  fi-om 

ig&inst  their  dispositions  and    the  spirit  of  what  is  left  to  them,  as  largely  and  wiih  as  little 

I^HiaiDentary  faith ;  when  Mr.  Tryon,  vaun-  care  as  they  think  proper, 

ling  of  the  fidelity  of  the  city  in  which  ho  is  Tolerated  in  their  passions,  let  them  learn 

fo^eraoor,  is  obliged  to  apply  to  ministry  for  not  to  persecute  the  moderation  of  their  felbw- 

l^ve  to  protect  the  king's  loyal  subjects,  and  citizens.     If  all  the  world  joined  them  in  a  full 

to  grant  to  them  (not  the  disputed  rights  and  cry  against  rebellion,  and  were  as  hotly  in- 

prinleges  of  freedom)  but  the  common  rights  flamed  against  the  whole  theory  and  enjoyment 

of  men,  by  the  name  of  graces  ?    Why  do  not  of  freedom,  as  those  who  are  the  most  factious 

the  commissioners  restore  them  on  the  spot?  for  servitude,  it  could  not  in  my  opinion  answer 

Were  they  not  named  as  commissioners  for  any  one  end  whatsoever  in  this  contest.     T|ie 

^express  purpose?  Bui  we  see  well  enough  leaders  of  this  war  could  not  hire  (to  gratify 

to  what  the  whole  leads.     The  trade  of  Ame-  their  friends)  one  German  more,  than  they  do ; 

'•ca  18  to  be  dealt  out  in  private  indulgendea  or  inspire  him  with  less  feeling  for  the  persons, 

•d/ptKw ;  that  is,  in  job«  to  recompense  the  or  less  value  for  the  privileges,  of  their  revolted 

toceudiaries  of  war.    They  will  be  informed  brethren.  If  we  all  adopted  their  sentiments  to 

^tl>eprr>per  time  in  which  to  send  out  their  a  man,  their  allies,  the  savage  Indians,  coukl 

■•chandise.    From  a  national,  the  Ameri-  not  be  more  ferocious  than  they  are:  they  could 

**»  trade  is  to  be  turned  into  a  personal  not  murder  one  more  helpless  woman  or  child, 

■onopoly :  and  one  set  of  merchants  are  to  or  with  more  exquisite  refinements  of  cruelty, 

be  rewarded  for  the  pretended  zeal,  of  which  torment  to  death  one  more  of  their  English 

^■tother  set  are  the  dupes ;  and  thus  between  flesh  and  blood,  than  they  do  already.    The 

Vol.  I.— 17 
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public  money  is  given  to  purchase  this  alii-  ciples,  (call  them  good  or  evil,)  trouUesomo 

ance ;— and  they  have  their  bargain.  discussions  are  brought  to  some  sort  of  adjust- 

They  are  continually  boasting  of  unanimity,  ment ;  and  every  hot  controversy  is  not  a  civfl. 

or  calling  for  it.    But  before  this  unanimity  can  war. 

be  matter  either  of  wish  or  congratulation,  we         But,  if  the  cokmies  (to  bring  the  graeraX 
ought  to  be  pretty  sure,  that  we  are  engaged  in  matter  home  to  us)  could  see,  that  in  Great 
a  rational  pursuit.    Phrenzy  does  not  become  Britain  the  mass  of  the  people  is  melted  into 
a  slighter  distemper  on  account  of  the  number  its  government,  and  that  every  dispute  with  the 
of  those  who  may  be  infected  with  it.    Delu-  ministry,  must  of  necessity  be  always  a  quarrel 
sion  and  weakness  produce  not  one  mischief  the  with  the  nation;  they  can  stand  no  longer  in 
less,  because  they  are  universal.    I  declare,  the  equal  and  friendly  relation  of  feHow-citi* 
that  I  cannot  discern  the  least  advantage  which  zens  to  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom.   Humb/e 
could  accrue  to  us,  if  we  were  able  to  persuade  as  this  relation  may  appear  to  scHne,  when  it  is 
our  cdonies  that  they  had  not  a  single  friend  in  once  broken,  a  strong  tie  is  dissolved.    Other 
Great  Britain.    On  the  cootrary,  if  the  afiec-  sort  of  connections  will  be  sought.    For,  there 
tions  and  opinions  of  mankind  be  not  exploded  are  very  few  in  the  world,  who  will  not  prefer 
as  principles  of  connection,  I  conceive  it  would  an  useful  ally  to  an  insolent  master, 
be  happy  for  us,  if  they  were  taught  to  believe,         Such  discord  has  been  the  effect  of  tlie  una- 
that  there  was  even  a  formed  American  party  nimity  into  which  so  many  have  of  late  been 
in  England,  to  whom  they  couki  always  locJc  seduced  or  bullied,  or  into  the  S4>pearance  of 
for  support  I     Happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if  in  which  they  have  sunk  through  mere  despair, 
all  tempers,  they  might  turn  their  eyes  to  the  They  have  been  told  that  their  dissent  from 
parent  state ;  so  that  their  very  turbulence  and  violent  measures  is  an  encouragement  to  rebel- 
sedition  should  find  vent  in  no  other  place  than  lion.    Men  of  great  presumption  and  little 
this.    I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  (except  knowledge  will  hold  a  language  which  is  coQ* 
those  who  prefer  the  interest  of  some  paltry  tradicted  by  the  whole  course  of  history.  Gent- 
faction  to  the  very  being  of  their  country)  who  ral  rebellions  and  revolts  oS  an  whole  people 
would  not  wish  that  the  Americans  shoukl  from  never  were  encouragedy  now  or  at  any  time, 
time  to  time  carry  many  points,  and  even  some  They  are  always  provoked.  But  if  this  unheartl- 
of  them  not  quite  reasonable,  by  the  aid  of  any  of  doctrine  of  the  encouragement  of  rebellioa 
denomination  of  men  here,  rather  than  they  were  true,  if  it  were  true  that  an  assurance  of 
should  be  driven  to  seek  for  protection  against  .  the  friendship  of  numbers  in  this  country  to- 
the  fury  of  foreign  mercenaries,  and  the  waste  wards  the  colonies,  could  become  an  encou- 
of  savages,  in  the  arms  of  France.  ragement  to  them  to  break  off  all  connection 

When  any  community  is  subordinately  con-  with  it,  what  is  the  inference  ?  Does  any  body 

nected  with  another,  the  great  danger  of  the  seriously  maintain,   that,  charged  with  my 

connection  is  the  extreme  pride  and  self-com-  share  of  the  public  councils,  I  am  obliged  not 

placency  of  the  superiour,  which  in  all  matters  to  resist  projects  which  I  thiric  mischievous, 

of  controversy  will  probably  decide  in  its  own  lest  men  who  suffer  should  be  encouraged  to 

favour.    It  is  a  powerful  corrective  to  such  a  resist?    The  very  tendency  of  such  presets  to 

very  rational  cause  of  fear,  if  the  inferiour  produce  rebellion  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons 

body  can  be  made  to  believe,  that  the  party  in-  against  them.    Shall  that  reason  not  be  given? 

clination  or  political  views  of  seversd  in  the  Is  it  then  a  rule,  that  no  man  in  this  nation 

principal  state,  will  induce  them  in  some  degree  shall  open  his  mouth  in  favour  of  the  colonies, 

to  counteract  this  blind  and  tyrannical  parti-  shall  defend  their  rights,  or  complain  <£  their 

ality.    There  is  no  danger  that  any  one  acqui-  sufferings  ?    Or  when  war  finally  breaks  oat, 

ring  consideration  or  power  in  the  presiding  no  man  shall  express  his  desires  of  peace? 

state,  should  carry  this  leaning  to  the  inferiour  Has  this  been  the  law  of  our  past,  or  is  it  to 

too  far.     The  fault  o£  human  nature  is  not  of  be  the  terms  of  our  future  connection  ?  Even 

that  sort.    Power  in  whatever  hands  is  rarely  looking  no  further  than  ourselves,  can  it  be  true 

guilty  of  too  strict  limitations  on  itself.    But  royalty  to  any  government,  or  true  patriotism 

one  great  advantage  to  the  support  of  authority  towEurds  any  country,  to  degrade  their  solemn 

attends  such  an  amicable  and  protecting  con-  councils  into  servile  drawing-rooms,  to  flatter 

pection,  that  those  who  have  conferred  favours  their  pride  and  passions,  rather  tlian  to  enlighten 

obtain  influence ;  and  from  the  foresight  of  their  reason,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being 

future  events  can  persuade  men,  who  have  re-  cautioned  against  violence  lest  others  shonld 

ceived  obligations,  sometimes  to  return  them,  be  encouraged  to  resistance  ?    By  such  acqni- 

Thus  by  the  mediation  of  those  healing  prin-  escence  great  kings  and  mighty  nations  have 
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bfen  undone ;  and  if  any  are  at  this  day  in  a  hostility.     They  paid  but  little  respect  to  the 

perilous  situation  from  rejecting  truth,   and  court  jargon  of  that  day;  nor  were  they  inflamed 

Bstening  to  flattery,  it  would  rather  become  by  the  pretended  rivalship  of  the  Dutch  in 

tbem  to  reform  the  errours  under  which  they  trade ;  by  the  massacre  at  Amboyna,  acted  on 

suffer,  than  to  reproach  those  who  forewarned  the  stage  to  provoke  the  public  vengeance ;  nor 

them  (^  their  danger.  by  declamations  against  the  ingratitude  df  the 

But  the  rebels  looked  fur  assistance  from  this  United  Provinces  for  the  benefits  England  had 

country.    They  did  so  in  the  beginning  of  this  conferred  upon   them   in  their  infant  state. 

cootroversy,  most  certainly ;  and  they  sought  it  They  were  not  moved   from  their    evident 

by  earnest  applications  to  government,  which  interest  by  all  these  arts ;  nor  was  it  enough 

dignity  reject^,  and  by  a  suspension  of  com-  to  tell  them,  they  were  at  war ;  that  they  must 

Oerce,  which  the  wealth  of  this  nation  enabled  go  through  with  it ;  and  that  the  cause  of  the 

7oa  to  despise.    When  they  found  that  neither  dispute  was  lost  in  the  consequences.    The 

prayers  nor  menaces  had  any  sort  of  weight,  people  of  England  were  then,  as  they  are  now, 

but  that  a  firm  resolution  was  taken  to  reduce  called  upon  to  make  government  strong.   They 

them  to  unconditional  obedience  by  a  military  thought  it  a  great  deal  better  to  make  it  wise 

5)rce,  they  came  to  the  last  extremity.    De-  and  honest. 

^tairing  c^us,  they  trusted  in  themselves.  Not  When  I  was  among  my  constituents  at  the 
strong  enough  themselves,  they  sought  succour  last  summer  assizes,  I  remember  that  men  of 
in  France.    In  proportion  as  aJl  encouragement  all  descriptions  did  then  express  a  very  strong 
here  lessened,  their  distance  fi-om  this  country  desire  for  peace,  and  no  slight  hopes  of  attain- 
Increased.     The  encouragement  is  over ;  the  ing  it  from  the  commission  sent  out  by  my 
alienation  is  complete.  Lord  Howe.   And  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable. 
In  order  to  produce  this  favourite  unanimity  that  in  proportion  as  every  person  shewed  a 
in  delusion,  and  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  zeal  for  the  court  measures,  he  was  then  ear- 
return  to  our  ancient  happy  concord,  argu-  nest  in  circulating  an  opinion  of  the  extent  of 
ments  for  our  continuance  in  this  course,  are  the  supposed  powers  ofthatccnnmission.  When 
drawn  from  the  wretched  situation  itself  into  I  told  them  that  Lord  Howe  had  no  powers  to 
which  we  have  been  betrayed.     It  is  said,  treat,  or  to  promise  satisfaction  on  any  point 
thai  being  at  war  with  the  colonies,  whatever  whatsoever  of  the  controversy,  I  was  hardly 
oar  sentiments  might  have  been  before,  all  credited ;  so  strong  and  genersil  was  the  desire 
ties  between  us  are  now  dissolved  ;  and  all  the  of  terminating  this  war  by  the    method  of 
policy  we  have  left  is  to  strengthen  the  hands  accommodation.    As  far  as  I  coukl  discover, 
of  government  to  reduce  them.    On  the  prin-  this  was  the  temper  then  prevalent  through  the 
d|He  of  this  argument,  the  more  mischiefs  we  kingdom.     The  king's  forces,  it  must  be  ob- 
waffet  from  any  administration,  the  more  our  served,  had  at  that  time  been  obliged  to  eva- 
tiust  in  it  is  to  be  confirmed.     Let  them  but  cuate  Boston.    The  superiority  of  the  former 
once  get  us  into  a  war,  and  then  their  power  campaign  rested  wholly  with  the  colonists.    If 
is  safe,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  past  for  all  their  such  powers  of  treaty  were   to  be  wished, 
iDisc<»iduct.  whilst  success  was  very  doubtful,  how  came 
But  is  it  really  true,  that  government  is  they  to  be  less  so,  since  his  majesty's  arms 
always  to  be  strengthened  with  the  instruments  have  been  crowned  with  many  considerable 
cf  war,  but  never  furnished  with  the  means  of  advantages  ?    Have  these  successes  induced 
peace  ?    In  former  times  ministers,  I  allow,  us  to  alter  our  mind,  as  thinking  the  season  of 
have  been  sometimes  driven  by  the  popular  victory  not  the  time  for  treating  with  honour 
voice  to  assert  by  arms  the  national  honour  or  advantage  ?    Whatever  changes  have  hap- 
against  foreign  powers.    But  the  wisdom  of  pened  in  the  national  character,  it  can  scarcely 
&e  nati<m  has  been  far  more  clear,  when  those  be  our  wish,  that  terms  of  accommodation 
ministerB  have  been  compelled  to  consult  its  never  should  be  proposed  to  our  enemy,  except 
interests  by  treaty.    We  all  know. that  the  when  they  must  be  attributed  solely   to  our 
sense  </ the  nation  obliged  the  court  of  Charles  fears.    It  has  happened,  let  me  say  unfortu- 
the  Second  to  abandon  the  Dutch  war ;  a  war  nately,  that  we  read  of  his  majesty's  commis- 
next  to  the  present  the  most  impolitic  which  sion  for  making  peace,  and  his  troops  evacua- 
we  ever  carried  on.     The  good  people  of  ting  his  last  town  in  the  thirteen  colonies,  at 
England  considered  Holland  as  a  sort  of  de-  the  same  hour,  and  in  the  same  gazette.    It 
pendency  on  this  kingdom ;  they  dreaded  to  was  still  more  unfortunate,  that  no  commission 
drive  it  to  the  protection,  or  subject  it  to  the  went  to  America  to  settle  the  troubles  there 
power  of  France,  by  their  own  inconsiderate  until  several  months  after  an  act  had  beei^ 
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passed  to  put  the  oolooies  out  of  the  protecti<n  stantly  dedined  to  do  so  has  been  attributed  to 
of  this  goTeniment,  and  to  diyide  their  trading  my  incapacity  for  such  disquisiticms ;  and  I 
property,  without  a  possibility  of  restitution)  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  partly  the  cause, 
as  spoil  Bxuoog  the  seamen  of  the  navy.    The  I  never  shall  be  ashamed  to  confess^  that  where 
most  abject  submission  on  the  part  of  the  coIo-  I  am  ignorant  I  am  diffident.    I  am  indeed 
nies  could  not  redeem  them.    There  was  no  not  very  solicitous  to  clear   myself  of  this 
man  on  that  whole  continent,  or  within  three  -imputed  incapacity ;  because  men,  even  less 
thousand  miles  of  it,  qualified  by  law  to  follow  conversant  than  I  am,  in  this  kind  <^  subtle- 
allegiance  with  protection,  or  submission  with  ties,  and  placed  in  stations,  to  which  I  ought 
pardon.    A  proceeding  of  .-tbi$  /:kand  has  no  not  to  aspire,  have  by  the  mere  force  of  civil 
example  in  history.    Indqieqdebcy)  and  indcN  .discretion,  often  conducted  the  affairs  of  great 
pendency  with  an  enmity  (vidch  putting  oui^  nations  with  distinguished  felicity  and  glory, 
selves  out  of  the  queaticm  would  be   callj^  When  I  first  came  into  a  public  trust,  I 
natural  and  itasich  provoked)  was  the  inevitable  found  your  parliament  in  possession  of  an  u»- 
consequence.    How  this  came  to  pass,  the  limited  legislative  power  over  the  colonies.    I 
nation  may  be  one  day  in  a  humour  to  enquire,  could  not  open  the  statute  book,  without  seeing 
All  the  attempts  m.ade  this  session  to  give  ihe  actual  exercise  of  it,  more  or  less,  in  aS 
foller  powers  of  peace  tp  th|9  Qommanders  in  cases  whatsoever.     This  possession  passed 
America,  were  stifled  by  the  fatal  confidence  with  me  for  a  title.    It  does  so  in  aU  human 
a[  victory,  and  the  wild  hopes  of  unconditional  affairs.    No  man  examines  into  the  defects  of 
submission.    There  was  a  moment  favourable  his  title  to  his  paternal  estate,  or  to  his  esta- 
to  the  king's  arms,  when  if  any  powers  of  coo-  blished  government.    Indeed  common  sense 
cession  had  existed)  on  the  other  side  of  the  taught  me,  that  a  legislative  authority,  not 
Atlantic,  even  afler  all  our  errours,  peace  in  actually  limited  by  the  express  terms  of  its 
all  probability  might  have  been  restored.   But  foundation,  or  by  its  own   subsequent  acts, 
calamity  is  unhappily  the  usual  season  of  re-  cannot  have  its  powers  parcelled  out  by  argu- 
flection;  and  the  pride  of  men  will  not  oflen  mentative  distinctions,  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
suffer  reason  to  have  any  scope  until  it  can  be  say,  that  here  they  can,  and  there  they  cannot 
no  longer  of  service.  bind.    Nobody  was  so  obliging  as  to  produce 
I  have  always  wished,  that  as  the  dispute  to   me  any  record  of  such  distinctions,  by 
had  its  apparent  origin  frpin  things  done  in  compact  or  otherwise,  either  at  the  successive 
parliament,  and  as  the  acts  passed  there  had  formation  of  the  several  colonies,  or  during  the 
provoked  the  war,  that  the  foundations  of  peace  existence  of  any  of  them.    If  any  gentleman 
should  be  laid  in  parliament  also.    I  have  been  were  able  to  see,  how  one  power  could  be 
astonished  to  find,  that  those  whose  zeal  for  the  given  up,  (merely  on  abstract  reasoning,)  with- 
dignity  of  our  body  was  so  hot,  as  to  light  up  out  giving  up  tliO  rest,  I  can  only  say,  that 
the  flames  of  civil  war,  should  even  publicly  they  saw  further  than  I  could ;  nor  did  I  ever 
declare,  that  these  delicate  points  ought  to  bie  presume  to  condemn  any  one  for  being  dear- 
whoUy  left  to  the  crown.    Poorly  as  I  may  be  sighted,  when  I  was  blind.    I  praise  their 
thought  aflTected  to  the  authority  of  parliament,  penetration  and  learning ;  and  hope  that  their 
I  shall  never  admit  that  our  constitutional  rights  practice  has  been  correspondent  to  their  theory, 
can  ever  become  a  matter  of  ministerial  nego-  I  had  indeed  very  earnest  wishes  to  keep 
tiation.  the  whole  body  of  Uiis  authority  perfect  and 
I  am  charged  ^ith  being  an  American.    If  entire  as  I  found  it,  and  to  keep  it  so,  not  for 
warm  aflTection  towards  those  over  whom  I  our  advantage  solely ;  but  principally  for  the 
daim  any  share  of  authority,  be  a  crime,  I  am  sake  of  those,  on  whose  account  ail  just  autho- 
guilty  of  this  charge.    But  I  do  assure  you  rity  exists ;  I  mean  the  people  to  be  governed, 
(and  they  who  know  me  publicly  and  privately  For  I  thought  I  saw,  that  many  cases  might 
will  bear  witness  to  me)  that  if  ever  one  man  well  happen,  in  which  the  exercise  of  every 
lived,  more  zealous  than  another,  for  the  su-  power  comprehended  in  the  broadest  idea  of 
premacy  of  parliament,  and  the  rights  of  this  legislature,  might  become  in  its  time  and  cir- 
imperiaj  crown,  it  was  myself.    Many  others  cumstances,  not  a  little  expedient  for    the 
indeed  might  be  more  knowing  in  the  extent  peace  and  union  of  the  colonies  among  them- 
of  the  foundatiop  of  these  rights.    I  do  not  selves,  as  well  as  for  their  perfect  harmony 
pretend  tO  bean  antiqpary,  a  lawyer,  or  quali-  with  Great  Britain.    Thinking  so,  (perhaps 
fied  for  the  chair  of  professor  in  metaphysics,  erroneously,)  but  being  honestly  of  that  <^i- 
I  never  ventured  to  put  your  solid  interests  nion,  I  was  at  the  same  time  very  sure,  that 
upon  speculative  grounds.    My  having  con-  the  authority  of  which  I  was  so  jealous,  oouki 


LETTER  TO  THE  SHERIFFS  OF  BRISTOL.  $6S 

aoC   ondM*  die  totoal  circamtmBCM  of  our  indigptited  of  the  roytl  prerogatives;  and  k 

plaaDtatiotti  be  at  all  preserred  in  iny  of  itif  etxtetkb  to  all  cases  whatsoeTer.    I  am  fai' 

tneiBberS)  bat  by  the  greatest  reserve  in  its  from  certain,  that  if  several  laws,  which  I 

apptication ;   particolarty  in    those  delicate  know,  had  Ikllen  under  the  stroke  of  that 

points,  in  Which  the  feelings  of  mankind  are  sceptre,  that  the  public  Would  have  had  a  veiy 

the  most  irritable.    They  who  thought  other-  heav^  loss.    Bat  it  is  not  the  propriety  of  the 

wise,  have  found  a  few  more  difficulties  in  exercise  which  vi  in  question.    The  exercise 

their  work,  than  (I  hope)  they  were  thoroagfaly  xtsdf  is  wisely  forebof  ne.    Its  repose  may  be 

•ware  of,  when  they  undertook  the  present  the  preservatioir  of  its  existence;  and  itsexis- 

basinefls.    I  ntnst  b^  leave  to  observe,  that  it  tende  may  be  the  means  of  saving  the  consti- 

is  not  only  the  invidious  branch  of  taxation  that  tutieii  itself,  on  an  occasion  worthy  of  bringing 

will  be  tfibsiifed,  bait  that  no  other  given  part  of  it  forth.    Am  the  disputants,  whose  aocarate 

legidktive'  lights  can  be  exercised,  witboot  and  logical  reascMiings  have  brought  us  into 

regsMi  fothe'gelMral  opinion  of  those  who  are  our  preseM  condition,  thiok  it  dbsurd,  that 

to  be  ge^vemed.     That  ^neral  opinion  is  the  powers  or  members  of  any  constitution  should 

Tehicto,  and  ovgatf  of  legislative  omnipotence,  exist,'  rarely  or  eVer  to  be  exercised,  I  hope  I 

Wilhdttt  thii,  it  may  be  a  theory  to  entertain'  shall  be'  excused  in  mentioning  another  in- 

the  mind,  but  it  is  nothing  in  the  direction  of  stance,  that  ia  material.    We  know,  that  the 

allkita.    The  ooinipleteness  of  the  legislative'  convocation  of  the  clergy  had  formerly  been 

autfaofily  of  parliament  aver  thie  AiikfdMt  ia  caHed,  and  sdt  with*  nearly  as  much  i«gularity 

not  qneMioMd ;  and  yet  many  things  indubi-  to  business  as  parliament  itself.    It  is  now 

tably  mdaded  in  the  abstract  idea  of  that  eaOed  for  form  only,     it  sits  for  the  purpose 

power,  aand  which  carry  no  dMolute  in  justice^  of  making  some  poKte  ecclesiastical  compli- 

in  thenMelvea,  yet  being  contrary  to  the  opi-  ments  to  the  king ;   and  when  that  grace  ir 

itiooa  an«f  feelings  of  the  people,  can  as  litdei  said,-  retires  and  is  heard  of  no  more.     It  ia 

be  exercised,  as  if  parliament  in  diat  case  had  however  a  part  of^  eontfttatam,  and  may  be 

been  poaaesaed  ef  no  right  at  all.    I  see  no  called  out  into  act  and  energy,  whenever 

abatmet  reaaon,  which  can  be  given,  why  ther  fliere  is-  occasion  \-  Mdf  whenever  those,  who' 

same  power  which  made  and  repelled  the  Conjure  op- that  spirit,  will  choose  to  abide  tlie 

high  eoriimiasbn  cotut  and  the  star-chanritor,  eonsequen^ies.    It  is  wise  to  permit  its  legal' 

m^t  ihot  revive  tfaem  again ;    and  these  existence ;  it  is  nAach  Wiser  to'  continue  it  a- 

eomrts,  warned  by  their  former  fate,  might  legal  existence'  only.     So  truly  has  prudence 

possibly  6iieifca»  their  powers  with   some  (eonstitdted  as  ^  god  of  this  lowel'  workl) 

degree  4^  juftice.    But  tfte  madness  would  bd  the  entire  dominion  oVei<  every  exereilie  of 

as  ittii(aeationaMe,  as  the  competence  of  that  pow4r,  <iommit^  into  its  hands-;*  and  yet  l 

pariiament,  which  dioaki  attempt  such  things,  haive' lived  to  see  pnidentte  and  conformity  to 

If  any  diin]^  can  be  supposed  out  of  the  power  eircumstanees^-  wfaoHy  set-  at  mugiit  in*  our 

of  humatf  fogisbture,  it  is  religion ;  I  adaut,  late  controversies,  and  treated-  aa  if  they  were 

however,  t^t  Ihe  estaUiriied  religion  of  this  the  most  coritemptiUe  and  irrational  of  aft 

eouHtiy  haar been  three  or  four  times  Stored  thinga.    I  have hetedit a  hundred  tknea  very 

by  act  of  pariiaimenC;  and  thwefor^  that  tl  gravely  allegedv  that  in  ortler  to  keep  pdwer 

statute  binds  ev^'  in  that  case.    But  weaM9<  ^  wuiEl,  it  was  neoesswy,  by  (rt^eference,  to 

very  safely  affirm,  that  notwithstanding  diis  exevt  j|  in  those  very  points  in  which  it  was 

apparent  omnipotenee,  it  wouU  be  now  fotind  most-  likely  ti»  be  resistedv  and  the  least  likely 

as  impoorible  for  kiiq^  and'  parliament  to  alter  to  be  productive  of  imy  advantage^ 

the  eata/blished  religion  of  this  couatiy,  as  il  These  were  the  consideratioaa,  gentlemen, 

was  to  Kmg  James  alone,  when  he  attemptAi  which'  led  me  early  to  think,  that^  in  the  com- 

to  make  such  an  alteration  without  a  parlia^'  prebettsive  dominion  which  the  Divine  Provv- 

aient.    In  effect,  to  foHbw,  not  to  force  the  denco  had  put  into  our  hands,  instead  of  trou- 

puMie  inclination;  to  give  a  diretsdoO)  a  fotni,  bliag  our  understandings  with  speculations 

a  technical  <feress,  and  a  specific  sanction><  to  cenceming-the  uni^  <^  empire,  and  the>iden« 

the  general  sense  of  the  community,  i»  the  tity  or  distinction  df  legislative  powers,  and 

true  end  of  legislature.  mflaming  our  passions  with  the  heat  and- pride 

It  is  SD  wi£  regard  to  the  eiterbise'  of  all  of  controverey,  it  was  our  duty,  in  aU  sober- 

the  powers,  which  our  constitution  knows-  in  ness,<  to  conform  our  government  to  the  ohaf 

any  of  ita  partr,  and-  indeed  to  the  substantial  racter  and  circumstances  of  the  several' people 

eafalenee  of  any  of  thoparta  themselves^  The  who  compose  thb  mighty  and  struigely  diver- 

kim'a  nagiUive  tb  biUiB  ia  one  of  the  most  sified  maaa.     I  never  was  wild  enough  to 
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conceive,  that  one  method  would  serve  for  the  let  loose  as  destnictive  to  all  authoritjr,  as  die 

whole ;  that  the  natives  of  Hindostan  and  those  fanner  are  to  all  freedom ;  and  every  ^vem- 

of  Virginia  could  be  ordered  in  the  same  man-  ment  is  called  tyranny  and  usurpation  which  is 

ner;  or  that  the  Cutchery  court  and  the  grand  not  formed  on  their  fimcies.    In  this  manner 

jury  of  Salem  could  be  regulated  on  a  similar  the  stin-ers-up  of  this  contention,  not  satisfied 

plan.    I  was  persuaded  that  government  was  with  distracting  our  dependencies  and  filling 

a  practical  thing,  made  for  the  happiness  <^  them  with  blood  and  slaughter,  are  corrupting 

mankind,  and  not  to  furnish  out  a  spectacle  of  our  understandings :  they  are  endeavouring  to 

uniformity,  to  gratify  the  schemes  of  visionaiy  tear  up,  aXaag  with  [Hractical  liberty,  all  the 

politicians.    Our  business  was  to  rule,  not  to  foundations  of  human  soci^,  all  equi^  and 

wrangle ;  and  it  would  have  been  a  poor  com-  justice,  religion  and  order, 
pensatkm  that  we  had  triumphed  in  a  dispute,        Civil  fireedom,  gentlemen,  is  not,  as  many 

whilst  we  lost  an  empire.  have  endeavoured  to  persuade  you,  a  thing 

If  thane  be  one  fact  in  the  world  perfectly  that  lies  hid  in  the  depth  of  abstnise  science, 

clear,  it  is  this ;  "  That  the  disposition  of  the  It  is  a  blessing  and  a  benefit,  not  an  abstract 

people  of  America  is  wholly  averse  to  any  speculation ;  and  all  the  just  reasoning  that 

other  than  a  free  government  f*  and  this  is  can  be  upoa  it,  is  <^  so  coarse  a  texture,  as 

in(iicati(ni  enough  to  any  honest  statesman,  perfectly  to  suit  the  ordinary  capacities  of 

how  he  ought  to  adapt  whatever  power  he  those  who  are  to  enjoy,  and  of  those  who  are 

finds  in  his  hands  to  their  case.  If  any  adc  me  to  defend  it.     Far  firom  any  resemblance  to 

what  a  fi-ee  government  is,  I  answer  that,  for  those  propositions  in  geometry  and  metaphy- 

any  practical  purpose,  it  is  what  the  people  sics,  which  admit  no  medium,  but  must  be 

think  so ;  and  that  they,  and  not  I,  are  the  true  or  folse  in  all  their  latitude ;  social  and 

natural,  lawfijl,  and  competent  judges  of  this  civil  freedmn,  like  all  other  things  in  common 

matter.    If  they  practically  allow  me  a  greater  life,  are  variously  mixed  and  modified,  enjoyed 

degree  of  authority  over  them  than  is  consis-  in  very  difierent  degrees,  and  shaped  into  an 

tent  with  any  correct  ideas  of  perfect  freedom,  infinite  diversity  of  forms,  aoc(Nrding  to  the 

I  ought  to  thank  them  for  so  great  a  trust  and  temper  and  circumstances  of  eveiy  community, 

not  to  endeavour  to  prove  from  thence,  that  The  ea^reme  of  liber^  (which  is  its  abstiact 

they  have  reasoned  amiss,  and  that  having  perfection,  but  its  real  fault)  obtains  no  where, 

gone  so  ^,  by  analogy,  they  must  hereafter  nor  ought  to  obtain  any  where.     Because 

have  no  enjoyment  but  by  my  pleasure.  extremes,  as  we  all  know,  in  every  point  which 

If  we  had  seen  this  done  by  any  others,  we  relates  either  to  our  duties  or  satisfiictions  in 

should  have  concluded  them  far  gone  in  mad-  life,  are  destructive  both  to  virtue  and  onjoy- 

ness.    It  is  melancholy  as  well  as  ridiculous,  ment.    Liberty  too  must  be  limited  in  order  to 

to  observe  the  kind  of  reasoning  with  which  the  be  possessed.     The  degree  of  restraint  it  is 

public  has  been  amused,  in  order  to  divert  our  impossible  in  any  case  to  settle  precise^.  But 

minds  from  the  common  sense  of  our  American  it  ou^t  to  be  the  constant  aim  of  every  wise 

policy.    There  are  people,  who  have  split  and  public  counsel,  to  find  out  by  cautious  experi- 

anatomised  the  doctrine  of  free  government,  ments,  and  rational,  cool  endeavours,  with 

as  if  it  were  an  abstract  question  c(»ceming  how  little,  not  how  much  of  this  restraint,  the 

metaphysical  liberty  and  necessity ;  and  not  a  community  can  subsist.    For  liberty  is  a  good 

matter  of  moral  prudence  and  natural  feeling,  to  be  improved,  and  not  an  evil  to  be  lessened. 

They  have  disputed,  whether  liberty  be   a  It  is  not  only  a  private  blessing  of  the  first 

positive  or  a  negative  idea ;  whether  it  does  order,  but  the  vital  spring  and  energy  of  the 

not  consist  in  being  governed  by  laws ;  with-  state  itself,  which  has  just  so  much  life  and 

out  considering  what  are  the  laws,  or  who  are  vigour  as  there  is  liberty  in  it.    But  whether 

the  makers ;  whether  man  has  any  rights  by  liberty  be  advantageous  or  not,  (for  I  know  it 

nature ;  and  whether  all  the  property  he  en-  is  a  fashion  to  decry  the  very  fvinciple,)  none 

joys,  be  not  the  alms  of  his  government,  and  will  dispute  that  peace  is  a  blessing ;  and  peace 

his  life  itself  their  favour  and   indulgence,  must  in  the  course  of  human  affairs  be  fi«- 

Others  corrupting  religion,  as  these  have  per-  quently  bought  by  some  indulgence  and  tolera- 

verted  philosophy,  contend,  that  Christians  are  tion  at  least  to  liberty.     For  as  the  sabbath 

redeemed  into  captivity;  and  the  blood  of  the  (though  of  divine  institution)  was  made  for 

Saviour  of  mankind  has  been  shed  to  make  man,  not  man  for  the  sabbath,  government, 

them  the  slaves  of  a  few  proud  and  insolent  which  can  claim  no  hi^er  origin  or  authority, 

sinners.    These  locking  extremes,  provoking  in  its  exercise  at  least,  ought  to  conform  to  the 

to  extremes  of  another  kSid,  speculations  are  ratigenciea  of  the  time,  and  the  temper  and 


LETTER  TO  THE  SHERIFFS  OF  BRISTOL.  865 

thaneter  of  the  people,  with  wh<Mii  it  is  cod-  more  distinct  idea  of  our  poUi^  with  regard  to 

cemed ;  and  not  always  to  attempt  violently  this  most  delicate  of  all  objects.    The  cronies 

to  bend  the  people  to  their  theories  of  sub*  were  from  the  beginning  subgect  to  the  legisla- 

jection.    The  bdk  of  mankind  on  dieir  part  tare  of  Great  Britain,  on  principles  which 

ve  not  excessively  curious  concerning  any  they  never  examined;  and  we  permitted  to 

tiieories,  whilst  they  are  really  happy;  and  them  many  local  privileges,  without  asking 

one  sore  symptom  of  an  ill^iendticted  state,  is  how  they  agreed  with  that  legislative  autho- 

the  propensity  of  die  pei^to  resort  to  them.  rity.    Modes  of  administration  were  formed 

But  when  safcyects,  by  a  long  coarse  of  such  in  an  insensible  and  very  unsystematic  man- 
ill  caodact,  are  once  themu^y  inflamed,  and  ner.  But  they  gradually  adapted  themselves 
the  state  itself  violendy  distempered,  the  peo-  to  the  varying  condition  of  things.— What 
pb  ninst  have  somn  satisfaction  to  their  feel-  was  6rst  a  single  kingdom  stretched  into  an 
ingB  more  solid  than  a  sophistical  speculation  empire ;  and  an  imperial  superintendency  of 
m  law  and  government.  Such  was  our  situa*  some  kind  or  other  became  necessary.  Par- 
tioo;  and  such  a  satisfaction  was  necessary  liamoat,  from  a  mere  representative  of  the 
to  prevent  recourse  to  arms;  it  was  necessary  peq)le,  and  a  guardian  of  popular  privileges 
towaids  laying  them  down ;  it  will  be  neces-  fer  its  own  immediate  constituents,  grew  into 
^ary  to  prevent  the  taking  them  up  again  and  a  mighty  sovereignty.  Instead  of  being  a  con- 
•gain.  Of  what  nature  this  satia&ction  ought  troul  on  the  crown  on  its  own  behalf,  it  commu- 
to  be,  I  wish  it  had  been  the  disposition  of  nicated  a  s(n1  of  strength  to  the  royal  authority ; 
parliament  seriously  to  consider.  It  was  cer-  which  vras  wanted  for  the  conservation  c^  a 
tainly  a  deliberation  that  called  for  the  exer-  new  object,  but  which  could  not  be  safely 
tioD  of  all  their  wisdom.  trusted  to  the  crown  alone.     On  the  other 

lam,  and  ever  have  been  deeply  sensible,  of  hand,  the  colonies  advancing  by  equal  steps, 

the  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  strong  presiding  and   governed  by  the   same  necessity,  had 

power,  that  is  so  useful  towards  the  conserva-  formed  within  themselves,   either  by   royal 

tion  of  a  vast,  disconnected,  infinitely  diversi-  instruction,  or  royal  charter,  assemblies  so 

fied  empire,  with  that  liberty  and  safety  of  exceedingly  resembling  a  parliament,  in  aU 

the  provinces,  which  they  must  enjoy,  (in  their  forms,  functions,  and  powers,  that  it  was 

opinion  and  practice  at  least,)  or  they  will  not  impossible  they  should  not  imbibe  some  opinion 

be  provinces  at  all.    I  know,  and  have  long  of  a  similar  authority. 

foltthe  difficulty  (^  reconciling  the  unwieldiy  At  the  first  designation  of  these  assemblies, 

hau|^itiness  of  a  great  ruling  nation,  habitu-  they  were  probably  not  intended  for  any  thing 

ated  to   command,   pampered   by  enormous  more  (nor  perhaps  did  they  think  themselves 

weahb,  and  confident  firoim  a  long  course  of  much  higher)  than  the  municipal  corporations 

pnaperity  and  victory,  to  the  high  spirit  of  fi-ee  within  this  Island,  to  which  some  at  present 

depoidencies,  animated  with  the  first  glow  love  to  compare  Uiem.    But  nothing  in  |Nro- 

and  activity  of  juvenile  heat,  and  assuming  to  gression  can  rest  on  its  original  plan.    We 

themselves  as  their  birthright,  some  part  of  may  as  well  think  of  rocking  a  grown  man 

that  very  pride  which  oppresses  them.    They  in  the  cradle  of  an  infant.     Therefore  as  the 

1^  perceive  no  difficulty  in  reconciling  these  colonies  prospered  and  increased  to  a  nume- 

tempers,  (which  however  to  make  peace  must  reus  and  mighty  people,  spreading  over  a  very 

some  way  or  other  be  reconciled,)  are  much  great  tract  of  the  gld>e ;  it  was  natural  that 

above  my  capacity,  or  much  below  the  magni-  Uiey  should  attribute  to  assemblies  so  respect- 

tude  of  the  business.    Of  one  thing  I  am  per*  able  in  their  formal  constitution,  some  part  of 

fecdy  clear,  that  it  is  not  by  deciding  the  suit,  the  dignity  of  the  great  nations  which  they 

but  by  CMnpromising  the  diJOTerence,  that  peace  represented.    No  longer  tied  to  by-laws,  these 

can  he  restored  or  kept.    They  who  would  assemblies  made  acta  <^  all  sorts  and  in  all 

put  an  end  to  such  quarrels,  by  declaring  cases  whatsoever.     They  levied  money,  not 

roundly  in  favour  of  the  whole  demands  of  for  parochial  purposes,  but  upon  regular  grants 

either  party,  have  mistaken,  in  my  humble  to  Uie  crown,  following  all  the  rules  and  prin- 

opinion,  the  office  of  a  mediator.  ciples  of  a  parliament  to  which  they  approached 

Th^  war  is  now  of  full  two  years  standing;  every  day  more  and  more  nearly.    Those  who 

the  ccmtroversy  of  many  more.   In  difi*erent  pe^  think  themselves  wiser  than  Providence  and 

riods  of  the  dispute,  different  methods  d*  recon-  stronger  than  the  course  of  nature,  may  com- 

ciliation  were  to  be  pursued.  I  mean  to  trouble  plain  of  all  this  variation,  on  the  one  side  or 

you  with  a  short  state  of  things  at  the  most  im-  the  other,  as  their  several  humours  and  preju- 

portant  cKf  thfts6  periods,  in  order  to  give  you  a  dices  may  lead  them.    But  things  could  not 
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be  otherwise ;  and  English  cobnies  must  ba  puzzled  political  establishments.  Happy  are 
had  on  those  ti>rm.s,  or  not  at  all.  In  the  mean  the  rulers  which  have  the  secret  of  preserving 
time  neither  i>arty  felt  any  inconvenience  from     it! 

this  double  legislature,  to  which  they  had  been         The  whole  empire  had  reason  to  remember 

formed  by  imperceptible  habits,  and  old  cus-     with  eternal  gratitude,  the  wisdom  arui  temper 

tom,  the  great  support  of  all  the  governments     of  that  man  and  his  excellent  associates,  who, 

in  the  world.     Though  these  two  legislatures     to  recover  this  confidence,  formed  a  plan  of 

were  sometimes  found  perhaps  performing  the     pacification  in  1766.     That  plan,  beiag  built 

very  same  functions,  they  did  not  very  grossly     up<Ni  the  nature  of  man,  and  the  circumstaices 

or  systematically  clash.     In  aU  likelihood  this     aiid  habits  of  the  two  countries,  and  not  w  any 

arose  from  mere  neglect ;  possibly  from  the     visionary  speculations,  perfet^y  answered  ita 

natural    operation   of  things,  which,   led  to     end,  as  long  as  it  was  thought  propw  to  adberte 

themselves,  generally  fall   into    their  pn^r     to  it.    Without  giving  a  rude  shock  to  the 

order.    But  whatever  was  the  cause,  it  is  cer-     dignity  (well  or  ill  understood)  of  this  per> 

tain  that  a  regular  revenue  by  the  authority     liaroent,   they  gave  perfect   contrat  to  our 

of  parliament  for  the  support  of  civil  and  mili*     dependencies.    Had  it  not  been  for  the  me* 

tary  establishments,  seems  not  to  have  been     diatorial  spirit  and  talents  of  that  great  maa, 

thought  of  until  the  colonies  were  too  proud  to     between  such  clashing  pretensions  and  pta- 

submit,  too  strong  to  be  forced,  too  enlightened     sions,  we  should  then  have  rushed  headeag 

not  to  see  all  the  consequences  which  must     (I  know  what  I  say)  into  the  calamities  (£ 

arise  from  such  a  system.  that  civil'war,  in  vi^ich,  by  departing  firom  this 

If  ever  this  scheme  of  taxation  viras  to  be    'system,  we  are  at  length  involved  ;  and  we 

pushed  against  the  inclinations  of  the  people,     should  have  been  precipitated  into  that  war,  at 

it  was  evident  that  discussions  must  arise,     a  time,  when  circumstances  both  at  home  and 

which  would  let  loose  all  the  elements  that     abroad  were  far,  very  far,  more  unfavoisrable 

composed  this  double  constitution ;  would  shew     unto  us  than  they  were  at  the  breaking  out  of 

how  much  each  of  their  members  had  departed     the  present  troubles. 

from  its  original  principles ;  and  would  disco-  I  had  the  happiness  of  giving  my  first  votes 
ver  contradictions  in  each  legislature,  as  well  in  parliament  for  that  pacification.  I  was  one 
to  its  own  first  principles,  as  to  its  relation  to  of  those  almost  uncmimous  members,  who,  m 
the  other,  very  difficult  if  not  absolutely  im-  the  necessary  concessions  of  parliament,  wodd 
possible  to  be  reconciled.  as  much  as  possible  have  preserved  its  autho- 

Therefore,  at  the  first  fatal  opening  of  diis     rify,  and  respected  its  honour.    I  could  not  at 
contest,  the  wisest  course  seemed  to  be  to  put     once  tear  from  my  heart  prejudices  which  w«« 
an  end  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  immediate     dear  to  me,  and  which  bore  a  resemblancs  to 
causes  of  the  dispute;  and  to  quiet  a  discussion,     virtue.    I  had  then,  and  I  have  still  my  par- 
not  easily  settled  upon  clear  principles,  and  ari-     tialities.    What  parliament  gave  up,  I  widied 
sing  from  claims  which  pride  would  permit     to  be  given  as  of  grace,  and  fiivour,  and  affeo 
neither  party   to  abandon,   by  resorting  as     tion,  and  not  as  a  restitution  of  stolen  goods, 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  old  successful  course.     High  dignity  relented  as  it  was  soothed ;  and 
A  mere  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  tax,  with  a     a  benignity  from  old  acknowledged  greatness 
declaration  of  the  legislative  authority  of  this     had  its  full  effect  on  our  dependencies.    Oar 
kingdom,  was  then  fiilly  sufficient  to  procure     unlimited  declaration  of  legislative  autfaori^ 
peace  to  both  tndes.    Man  is  a  creature  of     produced  not  a  single  murmur.    If  this  und^ 
habit,  and  the  first  breach  being  of  very  short     fined  power  has  become  odious  since  that  time, 
continuance,  the  colonies  fell  back  exactly  into     and  full  of  horrour  to  the  colonies,  it  is  because 
their  ancient  state.    The  congress  had  used     the  tmsuspiciovs  confidence  is  lost,  and  the  par 
an  expression  with  regard  to  this  pacification,     rental  affection,  in  the  bosom  of  whose  bound- 
which  appears  to  me  truly  significant    Afler     less  authority  they  reposed  their  privileges,  k 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  "  the  colonies     become  estranged  and  hostile, 
fell,"  says  this  assembly,  "  into  their  ancient        It  will  be  asked,  if  such  was  then  my  opinion 
state  of  WMuspecting  confidence  in  the  mother     of  the  mode  of  pacification,  how  I  came  to  be 
country P    This  unsuspecting  confidence  is  the     the  very  person  who  moved,  not  only  for  a  re- 
true  centre  of  gravity  among  mankind,  about     peal  of  all  the  late  coercive  statutes,  but  for  mo- 
which  all  the  parts  are  at  rest.    It  is  this  wn-     tilating  by  a  positive  law,  the  entireness  of  the 
tuspeckng  confidence^  that  removes  all  diffi-     legislativepowerof  parliament,  and  cutting  off 
culties,  and  reconciles  aU  the  contradictions     fi"om  it  the  whole  right  of  taxation  ?   I  answer, 
which  occur  in  the  complexity  of  all  ancient    because  a  different  state  of  things  requires  a 
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difierflMi  coadocL  WbBft  the  dispute  had  gone  proeeeding,  I  caBoot  be  supposed  to  be  pep^ 

to  these  last  tfttremities,  (which  no  man  la*  sonal.    Woiild  to  God  I  could  be  sospected  of 

beared  more  to  prevent  than  I  did,)  the  con-  it    My  fault  might  be  greater,  but  the  public 

cessimis  whidi  had  8atis6ed  in  the  beginning',  calamity  woukl  be  less  extensive.    If  my  con« 

ooold  satisfy  no  longer ;  because  the  violation  duct  has  not  been  able  to  make  any  impressioa 

of  tacit  faith  requized  explicit  security.    The  on  the  warai  part  of  that  ancient  and  powerfiil 

same  cause  which  has  introduced  all  fonnal  pae^y,  wiUv  whose  support  I  was  not  honoured 

compacts  and  covenants  among  men^  made  it  at  my  eleetioa ;  on  my  side,  my'respect,regard, 

necessary.    I  mean  habite  ef  soreness,  jea*  and  duty  to  them  ia  not  at  all  lessened.    I  owe 

lousy,  and  distrust.    I  parted  with  it,  as  with  the  gend^nen  who  compoee  it  my  most  humble 

a  limb ;  but  as  a  limb  to  save  the  body ;  and  I  service  in  every  thttg.    I  hope  that  whenever 

wodd  have  parted  with  more,  if  more  had  been  any  of  them  were  pleased  to^  eommajid  me,  that 

necessary^;  aay  thing  raither  than  a  fruiUess^  they  found*  me  perfectly  equal  in  ray  obedience, 

hopeless,  unnatarai  civfl^  war.    This  mode  of  Rut  flattery  and-  friendship  are  very  different 

yielding,  would,  it  is  said,  give  way  to  inde-  things ;  and  to  mislead  is  not  to  serve  them, 

pendency  without  a  war.    I  am  persuaded  I  cannot  purchase  the  Ikvour  of  any  man  by 

from  the  nature  of  things,  and  firom  every  cmicealin^  from  him  what  I  think  hie  ruinii 

information,  that  it  wonld  have  had  a  directly  By  the  favour  of  my  fellow-eitizena,  I  am  the 

contrary  efl^ct.   But  if  it  had  this'  effect,  1  oo»>  representsAive  of  an-  honest,  well*>onlered,  vir<« 

fees  that  I  should  prefer  independency  without  tuoos  city ;  of  a*  people,,  who- preserve  more  at 

war,  to  independency  with  it ;  and  I  have  so  the  original  English  simplicity,  and  parity  of 

much  trust  in  the  inclinatiDns  and  prejudices  manners^  than^perhaps  any  other.   You  possess 

of  mankind,  and  so  little  in  any  thing  else,  amongyou  several  men  and  magistrates  of  large 

that  I  should  espect  ten-  times  mora  benefit  to  and  etiltivated  understandings ;.  fit  for  any  emr* 

this  kingdom  from  the  aflbctien  of  Amerioa,  ployment  in'  any  sphere.    I  do,  to  the  best  of 

thou^  under  a  separate  establishment,  than  niy  power,  act  so  as  to  make  myself  w<Mlhy  of 

from  her  perfect  submission  to  the  crnvm  and  bo*  honourable  a  choice.    K  I  were  ready,  on 

parliament,  accompanied  with  her  terrour,  dis-  any  call  of  my  own  vanity  or  interest,  or  to 

gust,  and  abhKMrrenoe.   Bodies  tied  U^ether  by  answer  any  election  purpose,  to-  fbrsake  prin* 

so  unnatural  a  bond  of  union  as  mutual  hatred,  ciples^  (whatever  they  are);  whioh  Ihad  formed 

are  only  connected  to  their  ruin.  at  a  mature  i^,  on-  full  reflection^  and  whidi 

One  hundred  and  ten  respectable  members  had  been  confirmed  by  long,  experience,  ] 

of  parliament  voted  for  that  concession.  Many  should  forfeit  the  oolf  thing  whioh  makee  you 

not  preaeat  when  the  motion  was  made,  were  panobn  se  many  emours-  and  imperfections  in 

of  the  sentiments  of  those  who  voted.    I  knew  me.    Not  that  I  think  it  fit  for  any  one  to  rely 

it  would  then  have  made  peace.    I  am  not  too  much  on  his  own  underetanding  ;>  or  to  be 

without  hopes  that  k  would  do  so  at  present  if>  filled  widi  a  presumption,  not  becoming  a  Chris* 

it  were  adq»ted.   No  benefit,  no  revoiue  could  tian  man,  in  his  own  personal  stability  and 

be  lost  l^  it ;  something  might  possibly  be  rectitude. 

gained  by  its  consequences.     For  be  fiiOy  I  hope  I  ami  far  from  that  vaftn*  coiifidencey 

assured,  that,  of  alt  tile  phantoms  diat  eves  wbich  ahnost  always  fails  in  trialL    I  know  my 

deluded  the  ^md  h<^>e9  of  a  credulousworld,  a  weakness  in  aU  respects,  as-  much-  at  least  ae 

parliamentary  revenue  in  the  oolomes  is  tbe  any  enemy  I  have ;  and  I  attranptto  take  so" 

most  peifecdy  chimerical.     Tour  breaking  eurity  against  it.    The  only  method  which  haa 

tiiem  to  any  subjection,  far  firom  relieving  your  ever  been  feumfc  ^feetual  to  presenve  any  man 

burthens,  (the  pretext  for  ^ie  war,)  will  never  against  the  corruption  of  nature  and  example, 

pay  that  military  force  which  will'  be  kept  up  to  ie  an  habit  of  life  and  communication^  of  coun« 

the  destruotioa  of  their  liberties  and  yeote.    I  eiie  with  the  most  virtuous  and*  publie-Spirited 

risk  notiiing  in  thie  pr^ecy.  men  of  the  age  you  hve-  in.    Such,  a  society 

Grentlemen,  you  have  nsy  opinions  on  the  cannot  be  kept  without  advantage  or  deserted 

present  state  of  puUio  afihus.    Mean<  as  they  without  shame.  For  this  rule  of  conduct  I  may 

maybe  in  themseivee,  your  partiality  has  made  be  cadlled  in  reproach'  a  party  man;  but  I  am 

them  of  some  importance.    Without  troubling  little  affected  with'  such  aspersionsi.     In  the 

myseirtb  enquire  whether  I  amunder  a  fbnrnd  way  which  they  call;  party,  I  worship  the  con- 

oUigaticn  to  it,  I  have  apleasure  in  accounting  stitution  of  your  fhtbera;  and  II  shall  never 

fbr  ray  conduct  to  my  constituentB»    I  feel  Mush  for  my  political  company..  AUreverence- 

wannly  en  this  subject,  and  I  express  myself  to  honour,  all  idea  of  what  it  is,,  will  be  lost  out 

as  I  feeL    If  I  presume  to  blame  aiiy  publio  of  the  world,  before  it  can<  be  imputed  as  a. 


^%  LETTER  TO  THE  SHERIFFS  OF  BRISTOL. 

fault  to  any  man,  that  he  has  been  closely  con-  good  oa  account  <^  the  behaviour  of  ill  men,  are 
nected  with  those  incomparable  persons,  living  of  the  party  of  the  latter.     The  common  cant 
and  dead,  with  whom  for  eleven  years  I  have  is  no  justificaticm  for  taking  this  party.   I  have 
constantly  thought  and  acted.    If  I  have  wan-  been  deceived,  say  they,  by  THthu  and  Meema; 
dered  out  of  the  paths  of  rectitude,  into  those  I  have  been  the  dupe  of  this  pretender  or  of 
of  interested  factions,  it  was  in  company  with  that  mountebank ;  and  I  can  trust  appearances 
the  Saviles,  the  I>owde8weUs,  the  Wentworths,  no  longer.    But  my  credulity  and  want  of  dis- 
the  Bentincks ;  with  the  Lenoxes,  the  Man-  cemment  cannot,  as  I  C(»ceive,  amoont  to  a 
chesters,  the  Keppels,  the  Saunders's ;  with  fair  presumption  against  any  man's  integrity. 
the  temperate,  permanent,  hereditary  virtue  of  A  conscientious  perscm  would  rather  doubt  his 
the  whole  house  of  Cavendish ;  names,  among  own  judgment,  than  condemn  his  species.  He 
which,  some  have  extended  your  fame  and  would  say,  I  have  observed  wiUiout  attention, 
empire    in   arms,   and  all   have   fought  the  or  judged  upon  erroneous  maxims;  I  trusted 
battle  of  your  liberties  in  fiekis  not  less  glo-  to  profession,  when  I  ought  to  have  attoided  to 
rious. — These   and  many  more  like  these,  conduct.    Such  a  man  will  grow  wise,  not 
grafting  public  principles  on  private  honour,  malignant,  by  his  acquaintance  with  the  world. 
have  redeemed  the  present  age,  and  would  But  he  that  accuses  all  mankind  of  corruptioD 
have  adorned  the  most  splendid  period  in  your  ought  to  remember  that  he  is  sure  to  ccwvict 
history.    Where  could  any  man,  conscious  of  only  one.    In  truth  I  should  much  rather  admit 
his  own  inability  to  act  alone,  and  willing  to  those  whom  at  any  time  I  have  disrelished  the 
act  as  he  ought  to  do,  have  arranged  himself  most,  to  be  patterns  of  perfection,  than  sedc  a 
better?   If  any  one  thinks  this  kind  of  society  consolation  to  my  own  unworthiness,  in  a  go- 
to be  taken  up  as  the  best  method  of  gratifying  neral  communion  of  depravity  with  all  about  me. 
low  personal  pride,  or  ambitious  interest,  he         That  this  ill-natured   doctrine   should  be 
is  mistaken ;  and  knows  nothing  of  the  world,  preached  by  the  missionaries  of  a  court  I  do 
Preferring  this  connection ;  I  do  not  mean  not  wonder.    It  answers  their  purpose.    But 
to  detract  in  the  slightest  degree  from  others,  that  it  should  be  heard  among  those  who  pre" 
There  are  some  of  those,  whom  I  admire  at  tend  to  be  strong  assertors<^  liberty,  is  not  only 
something  of  a  greater  distance,  with  whom  I  surprising,  but  hardly  natural.     This  moral 
had  the  happiness  also  perfectly  to  agree,  in  levelling  is  a  servile  prine^ie.    It  leads  to 
almost  all  the  particulars,  in  which  I  have  dif-  practicid  passive  obedience  far  better,  than  all 
fered  with  some  successive  administrations ,  the  doctrines,  which  the  pliant  accommodation 
and  they  are  such,  as  it  never  can  be  reputable  of  theobgy  to  power  has  ever  produced.    It 
to  any  government  to  reckon  among  its  enemies,  cuts  up  by  the  roots,  not  only  all  idea  of  forci* 
I  hope  there^are  none  of  you,  corrupted  with  ble  resistance,  but  even  of  civil  opposition, 
the  doctrine  taught  by  wicked  men  for  the  It  disposes  men  to  an  abject  submission,  not  by 
worst 'purposes,  and  received  by  the  malignant  <^inion,  which  may  be  shaken  by  au'gumentor 
credulity  of  envy  and  ignorance,  which  is,  that  altered  by  passion,  but  by  the  strong  ties  of 
the  men  who  act  upon  the  public  stage  are  all  public  and  private  interest.    For  if  all  men 
alike ;  all  equally  corrupt ;  ail  influenced  by  no  who  act  in  a  public  situation  are  equally  sel- 
other  views  than  the  sordid  lure  of  salary  and  fish,  corrupt,  and  venal,  what  reason  can  be 
pension.    The  thing,  I  know  by  experience  to  given  for  desiring  any  sort  of  change,  which, 
be  false.    Never  expecting  to  find  perfection  besides  the  evils  which  must  attend  all  changes, 
in  men,  and  not  looking  for  divine  attributes  in  can  be  productive  of  no  possible  advantage? 
created  beings,  in  my  commerce  with  my  co-  The  active  men  in  the  state  are  true  samples 
temporaries,  I  have  found  much  human  virtue,  of  the  mass.    If  they  are  universally  depraved, 
I  have  seen  not  a  little  public  spirit ;  a  real  the  commcmwealth  itself  is  not  sound.    We 
subordination  of  interest  to  duty ;  and  a  decent  may  amuse  ourselves  with  talking  as  much  as 
and  regulated  sensibility  to  honest  fame  and  we  please  of  the  virtue  of  middles  humble  life; 
reputation.    The  age  unquestionably  produces  that  is,  we  may  place  our  confidence  in  the 
(whether  in  a  greater  or  less  number  than  fw-  virtue  of  those  who  have  never  been  tried, 
rnor  times,  I  know  not)  daring  profligates  and  But  if  the  persons  who  are  continually  eme^ 
insidious  hypocrites.    What  then  ?    Am  I  not  ging  out  of  that  sphere,  be  no  better  than  those 
to  avail  myself  of  whatever  good  is  to  be  found  whom  birth  has  pltu^ed  above  it,  what  hx^ 
in  the  world,  because  of  the  mixture  of  evil  are  there  in  the  remainder  of  the  body,  ipdxidi 
that  wiU  always  be  in  it  ?    The  smalhiess  of  is  to  furnish  the   perpetual  succession  of  the 
the  quantity  in  currency  only  heightens  the  state?    All  who  have  ever  written  on  govem- 
value.    They,  who  raise  suspicions  on  the  ment,  are  unanimous,  that  among  a  people 
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generally  corrupt,  liberty  cannot  long  exist,  terest ;  but  the  separation  of  fame  and  virtue 
And  indeed  how  is  it  possible  ?  when  those  is  an  harsh  divorce.  Liberty  is  in  danger  of 
who  are  to  make  the  laws,  to  guard,  to  enforce,  being  made  unpopular  to  Englishmen.  Con- 
or to  obey  them,  are  by  a  tacit  confederacy  of  tending  for  an  imaginary  power,  we  begin  to 
manners,  indisposed  to  Uie  spirit  of  all  gene-  acquire  the  spirit  of  domination,  and  to  lose 
rous  and  noble  institutions.  the  relish  of  honest  equality.    The  principles 

T  am  aware  that  tiie  age  is  not  what  we  all  of  our  forefathers  become  suspected  to  us,  be- 
wish.  But  I  am  sure,  that  the  only  means  of  cause  we  see  them  animating  the  preseut  op- 
checking  its  precipitate  degeneracy,  is  heartily  position  of  our  children.  The  faults  which 
to  concur  with  whatever  is  the  best  in  our  time ;  grow  out  of  the  luxuriance  of  freedom,  appear 
and  to  have  some  more  correct  standard  of  judg-  much  more  shocking  to  us,  than  the  base  vices 
ing  what  that  best  is,  than  the  transient  and  un-  which  are  generated  from  the  rankness  g[  seiw 
certain  &vour  of  a  court.  If  once  we  are  able  vitude.  Accordingly  the  least  resistance  to 
to  find,  and  can  prevail  oa  ourselves  to  streng-  power  appears  more  inexcusable  in  our  eyes 
then  an  union  of  such  men,  whatever  acciden-  than  the  greatest  abuses  of  authority.  AH 
tally  becomes  indisposed  to  ill-exercised  power,  dread  of  a  standing  military  force  is  looked 
even  by  the  ordinary  operation  of  human  upon  as  a  superstitious  panic.  All  shame  of 
passions,  must  join  with  that  society,  and  can-  calling  in  foreigners  and  savages  in  a  civil 
not  long  be  joined,  without  in  some  degree  as-  contest  is  worn  oC  We  grow  indifferent  to 
similating  to  it.  Virtue  will  catch  as  well  as  the  consequences  inevitable  to  ourselves  from 
▼ice  by  contact*;  and  die  public  stock  of  honest  the  plan  of  ruling  half  the  empire  by  a  merce- 
manly  principle  will  daily  accumulate.  We  nary  sword.  We  are  taught  to  believe  that  a 
are  not  too  nicely  to  scrutinize  motives  as  long  desire  of  domineering  over  our  countrymen  is 
as  action  is  irreproachaMe.  It  is  enough,  love  to  our  country ;  and  those  who  hate  civil 
{and  for  a  worthy  man  perhaps  too  much,)  to  war  abet  rebellion,  and  that  the  amiable  and 
deal  out  its  infamy  to  convicted  guilt  and  de-  conciliatory  virtues  of  lenity,  moderation,  and 
dared  apostacy.  tenderness  to  the  privileges  of  those  who  de- 

This,  gentlemen,  has  been  from  the  begin-  pend  on  this  kingdom  are  a  sort  of  treason  to 

ning  the  rule  of  my  conduct ;  and  I  mean  to  the  state. 

continue  it,  as  long  as  such  a  body  as  I  have  It  is  impossible  that  we  should  remain  long 

described,  can  by  any  possibility  be  kept  toge-  in  a  situation,  which  breeds  such  notions  and 

tfier ;  for  I  should  think  it  the  most  dreadful  of  dispositions,  without  some  great  alteration  in 

all  offences,  not  only  towards  the  present  gene-  the  national  character.    Those  ingenuous  and 

raticm  but  to  all  the  future,  if  I  were  to  do  any  feeling  minds  who  are  so  fortified  against  all 

thing  in^ich  could  make  the  minutest  breach  other  things,  and  so  unarmed  to  whatever  aj^ 

in  this  great  conservatory  o(  free  principles,  proaches    in  the  shape  o£  disgrace,   finding 

Those  who  perhaps  have  the  same  intentions,  these  principles,  which  they  considered  as  sure 

but  are  separated  by  some  little  political  ani-  means  of  honour,  to  be  grown  into  disrepute^ 

mosities,  will  I  hope  discern  at  last,  how  little  will  retire  disheartened  and  disgusted.    Those 

conducive  it  is  to  any  rational  purpose,  to  of  a  more  robust  make,  the  bold,  able,  ambi- 

lower  its  reputation.    For  my  part,  gentlemen,  tious  men,  who  pay  some  of  their  court  to 

fixHn  much  experience,  from  no  little  thinking,  power  through  the  people,  and  substitute  the 

and  from  comparing  a  great  variety  of  things,  voice  of  transient  opinion  in  the  place  of  true 

I  am  tboroughly  persuaded,  that  the  last  hopes  glory,  will  give  into  the  general  mode  ;  and 

of  preserving  the  spirit  of  the  English  constitu-  those  superiour  understandings  which  ought  to 

ti<»i,  or  of  re-uniting  the  dissipated  roemberB  of  correct  vulgar  prejudice,  will  confirm  and  ag- 

the  Englidi  race  upon  a  common  plan  of  tran-  gravate  its  errours.    Many  things  have  been 

quillity  and  liberty,  does  entirely  depend  on  long  operating  towards  a  gradual  change  in 

their  firm  and  lasting  uni<m ;  and  above  all  on  our  principles.    But  this  American  war  has 

their  keeping  themselves  from  that  despair,  done  more  in  a  very  few  years  than  all  the 

which  is  so  very  apt  to  fall  on  those,  whom  a  other  causes  could  have  effected  in  a  century, 

violence  of  character  and  a  mixture  of  ambi-  It  is  therefore  not  on  its  own  separate  account, 

tious  views,  do  not  support  dirough  a  long,  but  because  of  its  attendant  circumstances, 

painful,  and  unsuccessfiil  struggle.  that  I  consider  its  continuance,  or  its  ending 

There  never,  gentlemen,  was  a  period  in  in  any  way  but  that  of  an  honourable  and 

which  the  stead&stness  of  some  men  has  been  liberal  accommodaticHi,  as  the  greatest  evils 

put  to  so  sore  a  trial.    It  is  not  very  difficult  which  can  befall  us.    For  that  reason  I  have 

for  well-lbrmed  minds  to  abandon  their  in-  troubled  you  with  this  long  letter.    For  that 
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nwna  I  intreat  you  again  and  again,  neither              Tour  most  obedtaat,  « 

to  be   persuaded,  shamed,  or  frighted  out  of                   And  faithful  humble  senrant,  i 

the  principles  that  have  hitherto  led  so  many                                      EDMUND  BURKS.  U 

of  you  to  ahhor  the  war,  its  cause,  and  its  coo-  Beaeon^/ldd,  AprU  3,  1777.  |i 

sequences.    Let  us  not  be  among  the  first  who  I 

renounce  the  maxims  of  our  forefathers.  P.  S.    Tou  may  oaimaunicate  diis  letter  ia  li 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  any  manner  yoo  think  proper  to  my  coMUto* 

Gentlemen,  ents. 


TWO   LETTERS 

PROM  MR.  BURKE,  TO  GENTLEMEN  IN  THE  CITY  OP  BRISTOL, 
ON  THE  BILLS  DEFENDING  IN  PARLIAMENT  RELATIYE  TO 
THE  TRADE  OP  IRELAND.  1778. 


TO  SAMUEL  SPAN,  Es^  We  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  calunitiei 

MASTER  OF  THE  sGCiiiTY  OF  mi:bchants  ^hich  haTO  been  brought  upon  this  naaon^ 

ADVEHTUREKs  OF  BRISTOL.  ^  obstmalo  adhoreoce  to  ~^'' •nd  restoo. 

tive  plans  of  government.    I  confess,  1  cannot 

Sir,  prevail  on  myself  to  take  than  up,  precisely  st 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  letter  (^  the  13th,  a  time,  when  the  most  decisive  Bzperiencehai 

in  answer  to  mine,  which  accompanied  the  taught  the  rest  of  the  world  to  lay  them  down, 

resolutions  of  the  house  relative  to  the  trade  of  The  propositions  in  question  did  not  originate 

Ireland.  from  me,  or  from  my  particular  firiends.    But 

Tou  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  best  when  things  are  so  right  in  themselves,  I  hold 

respects  to  the  society,  and  to  assure  them,  it  my  duty,  not  to  enquire  from  what  baodi 

that  it  was  altogether  unnecessary  to  remind  they  come.    I  opposed  the  American  xuem- 

me  of  the  interest  of  the  constituents.    I  have  sures  upon  the  very  same  principle  on  whicb 

never  regarded  any  thmg  else,  since  I  had  a  I  support  those  that  relate  to  Ireland.    I  wai 

seat  in  parliament.     Having  frequently  and  convinced,  that  the  evils  which  have  arisen 

maturely  considered  that  interest,  and  stated  from  the  adoption  <^  the  f<Mrmer,  would  be  infi* 

it  to  myself  in  almost  every  point  of  view,  nitely  aggravated  by  the  rejection  of  the  latter. 

I  am  persuaded,  that,  under  the  present  ciiw  Perhaps  gentlemen  are  not  yet  frilly  aware 

tumstances,  I  cannot  more  effectually  pursue  of  the  situation  of  their  country,  and  what  its 

it,  than  by  giving  all  the  support  in  my  power  exigencies  absolutdy  require.    I  find  that  we 

to  the  propositions  which  I  lately  transmitted  are  still  disposed  to  talk  at  our  ease,  and  ti 

to  the  haH.                                                        '  if  all  things  were  to  be  regulated  by  our  good 

The  fault  I  find  in  the  scheme  is, — ^diat  it  pleasure.    I  diould  consider  it  as  afatalsymp- 

fidls  extremely  'short  of  that  liberality  in  the  tom,  if,  in  our  present  distressed  and  adven* 

commercial  system,  which,  I  trust,  will  one  circumstances,  we  should  persist  in  the  erraan 

day  be  adopted.    If  I  had  not  considered  the  ^ich  are  natural  only  to  prosperity.     Om 

present  resolutions,  merely  as  preparatory  to  cannot  indeed  sufficiently  lament  the  oontin»i 

better' tilings,  and  as  a  means  of  shewing  ex-  ance  of  that  spirit  of  delusion,  by  which,  for  a 

perimentally,  that  justice   to  others   is  not  long  time  past,  we  have  thought  fit  to  measure 

always  folly  to  ourselves,  I  should  have  con-  our  necessities  by  our  inclinations.    Moder»> 

tented  mjrself  with  receiving  them  m  a  cold  tiMi,  prudence,  and  equity,  are  far  more  suitp 

and  silent  acquiescence.    Separately  consi-  able  to  our  condition,  than  lioness,  and  ooofi- 

dered,  they  are  matters  of  no  very  great  impor-  dence,   and  rigour.    We  are  threatened  by 

tance.    But  they  aim,  however  imperfectly,  at  ^lemies  of  no  small  magnitude,  whom,  if  w« 

a  right  principle.    I  submit  to  the  restraint  to  think  fit,  we  may  despise,  as  we  have  dMtpiaed 

appease  prejudice :  I  accept  the  enlargement,  others ;  but  they  are  enemies  who  can  only 

so  far  as  it  goes,  as  the  result  of  reason  andof  cease  to  be  truly  formidable,  by  our  entertainii^ 

somid  policy.  a  due  respect  for  their  power.    Ov  dangar 
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will  not  be  lessened  by  our  shutting  our  eyes  as  that  bounty  has  been  liberal,  that  we  are  to 
to  it ;  nor  will  our  force  abroad  be  increased  regard  it  as  an  evil,  which  b  to  be  met  with 
by  rendering  ourselves  feeble,  and  divided  at  in  eveiy  sort  of  corrective  ?    To  say  that  Ire- 
home,  land  Interferes  with  us,  and  therefore  must  be 
There  is  a  dreadful  schism  in  the  British  checked,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  mistaken, 
nation.    Since  we  are  not  able  to  re-unite  the  and  a  very  dangerous  principle.    I  must  beg 
empire,  it  is  our  business  to  give  all  possible  leave  to  repeat,  what  I  took  the  liberty  of  sug- 
vigour  and  soundness  to  those  parts  of  it  which  gesting  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  that  Ireland  is 
are  still  content  to  be  governed  by  our  councils,  a  country,  in  the  same  climate,  and  of  the 
Sir,  it  is  proper  to  inform  you,  that  our  mea-  same  natural  qualities  and  productions  with 
sures  mutt  be  healing.     Such  a  degree  of  this ;  and  has  consequently  no  other  me^ns  of 
strength  must  be  communicated  to  all  the  mem-  growing  wealthy  in  herself,  or,  in  other  words, 
hers  of  the  state,  as  may  enable  them  to  defend  ci  being  useful  to  us,  but  by  doing  the  very 
themselves,  and  to  co>operate  in  the  defence  of  same  things  which  we  do,  for  the  same  pur> 
the  whole.    Their  temper  too  must  be  managed,  poses.    I  hope  that  in  Great  Britain  we  shall 
and  their  good  affections  cultivated.    They  always  pursue,  without  exception,  eveiy  means 
may  then  be  disposed  to  bear  the  load  with  of  prosperity ;  and  of  course,  that  Ireland  voiU 
cheerfulness,  as  a  contribution  towards  what  interfere  with  us  in  something  or  other ;  for 
may  be  called  with  truth  and  propriety,  and  either,  in  order  to  limU  her,  we  must  restrain 
not  by   an  empty  form  of  words,  a  common  ourselves,  or  we  must  fall  into  that  shocking 
eauae.     Too  little  dependence  cannot  be  had,  conclusion,  that  we  are  to  keep  our  yet  re- 
at  this  time  of  day,  on  names  and  prejudices,  maining  dependency,  under  a  general  and  ii^ 
The  eyes  of  mankind  are  opened ;  and  commu-  discriminate  restraint,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
nities  must  be  held  together  by  an  evident  and  oppression.    Indeed,  Sir,  England  and  Ireland 
solid  interest.    Qod  forbid,  that  our  conduct  may  flourish  together.    The  world  is  large 
should  demonstrate  to  the  wwU,  that  Great  enough  for  us  both.    Let  it  be  our  core  not  to 
Britain  can,  in  no  instance  whatsoveer,  be  make  ourselves  too  little  for  it. 
brought  to  a  sense  of  rational  and  equitable  I  know  it  is  said,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
policy,  but  by  coercion  and  force  of  arms !  do  not  pay  the  same  taxes,  and  therefore  ought 
I  wish  you  to  recollect,  with  what  powers  of  not  in  equity  to  enjoy  the  same  benefits  with 
concession,  relatively  to  c(Mnmerce,  as  well  as  this.    I  had  hopes,  that  the  unhq>py  phantom 
to  legislation,  his  majesty's  commissioners  to  of  a  compulsory  equal  taxation  had  haunted  us 
the  united  col(mies  have  sailed  from  England  long  enough.    I  do  assure  you,  that  until  it  b 
within  this  week.    Whether  these  powers  are  entirely  banished  from  our  imaginations,  (where 
sufficient  Sx  their  purposes,  it  is  not  now  my  alone  it  has,  or  can  have  any  existence,)  we 
business  to  examine.  But  we  all  know,  that  our  shall  never  cease  to  do  ourselves  the  most  sub- 
resolutions  in  fovour  of  Ireland  are  trifling  and  stantial  injuries.    To  that  argument  of  equal 
insignificant,  when  compared  with  the  conces-  taxation,  I  can  only  say, — ^that  Ireland  pays  as 
sions  to  the  Americans.    At  such  a  juncture,  many  taxes  as  those  who  are  the  best  judges  of 
I  would  implore  every  man,  who  retains  the  her  powers,  are  of  opinion  she  can  bear.    To 
least  sparii  of  regard  to  the  yet  remaining  ho-  bear  more,  she  must  have  more  ability ;  and 
nour  and  security  of  this  country,  not  to  compel  in  the  order  of  nature,  the  advantage  must  pre- 
others  to  an  imitation  of  their  conduct;  or  by  cede  the  charge.     This  disposition  of  things, 
passion  and  violence,  to  force  them  to  seek,  in  being  the  law  of  God,  neither  you  nor  I  con 
the  territories  o(  the  separation,  that  freedom,  alter  it.    So  that  if  you  will  have  more  help 
and  those  advantages,  which  they  are  not  to  from  Ireland,  you  must  previotuiy  supply  her 
look  for  whilst  they  remain  under  the  wings  with  more  means.    I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
of  their  ancient  government.  that  if  men  are  suffered  freely  to  cultivate  their 
After  all,  what  are  the  matters  we  dispute  natural  advantages,  a  virtual  equality  of  con- 
wilh  so  much  warmth?  Do  we  in  these  reso-  tribution  will  come  in  its  own  time,  and  will 
lutims  Aesftno  any  thing  upon  Ireland?     Not  flow  by  an  easy  descent  through  its  own  pro- 
a  shilling.    We  only  consent  to  leave  to  them,  .per  and  natural  channels.    An  attempt  to  dis- 
in  two  or  three  instances,  the  use  of  the  na-  turb  that  course,  and  to  force  nature,  will  only 
tural  fitculties  which  Grod  has  given  to  them,  bring  on  universal  discontent,  distress  and  con- 
and  to  all  mankind.    Is  Ireland  united  to  the  fusion. 

crown  of  Ghreat  Britain  for  no  other  purpose.  You  tell  me.  Sir,  that  you  prefer  an  union 

than  that  we  should  counteract  the  bounty  of  with  Ireland  to  the  litde  regulations  which  are 

Providence  m  her  favour?    And  in  proportion  proposed  in  parliament.    This  union  is  a 
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great  question  of  state,  to  which,   when  it  are  permitted  to  deal  in  the  same  Gommodities 

comes  properly  before  me  in  my  parliamentary  at  the  same  markets.    You  know,  that  in  fiict, 

capacity,  I  shall  give  an  honest  and  unpreju-  youtrade  very  largely  where  you  are  met  by  die 

diced  consideration.  However,it  isasettled  rule  goods  of  all  nations.  You  even  pay  high  duties, 

with  me,to  make  the  most  of  my  ac<uai«ttua<ion;  on  the  import  of  your  goods,  and  afterwards 

and  not  to  refuse  to  do  a  proper  thing,  because  undersell  nations  less  taxed,  at  their  own  nwu^ 

there  is  something  else  more  proper,  which  I  kets  ;  and  where  goods  of  the  same  kind  are 

am  not  able  to  do.    This  union  is  a  business  not  charged  at  all.    If  it  were  otherwise,  yoa 

of  difficulty ;  and   on  the  principles  of  your  could  trade  very  little.    You  know,  that  ihe 

letter,  a  business  impracticable.    Until  it  can  price  of  all  sorts  of  manufacture  is  not  a  great 

be   matured    into   a    feasible   and   desirable  deal  enhanced   (except  to  the  domestic  ccn- 

scheme,  I  wish  to  have  as  close  an  union  of  sumer)   by  any  taxes  paid   in  this  country, 

interest  and  affection  with  Ireland,  as  I  can  This  I  might  very  easily  prove, 
have ;  and  that,  I  am  sure,  is  a  far  better  thing         The  same  consideration  will  relieve  yoa 

than  any  nominal  union  of  goverment.  frwn  the  apprehensicm  you  express,  with  rela- 

France,  and  indeed  most  extensive  empires,  tion  to  sugars,  and  the  difference  of  the  duties 

which  by  various  designs  and  fortunes  have  paid  here  and  in  Ireland.     Those  duties  affect 

grown  into  one  great  mass,  contain  many  pro-  the  interiour  consumer  only ;  and  for  obvious 

vinces  that  are  very  different  from  each  other  reasons,   relative  to  the  interest  of  revenue 

in  privileges  and  modes  of  government ;  and  itself,  they  must  be  proportioned  to  his  abDi^ 

they  raise  their  supplies  in  different  ways ;  in  of  payment;  but  in  all  cases  in  which  sugar  can 

different    proportions  ;    and   under   different  be  an  <^eet  of  commerce,  and  therefore  (in  this 

authorities  ;  yet  none  of  them  are  for  this  rea-  view)  </  rivalship,  you  are  sensible,  that  yoa 

son  curtailed  of  their  natural  rights ;  but  they  are  at  least  on  a  par  with  Ireland.    As  to  your 

carry  on  trade  and  manufactures  with  perfect  apprehensions  concerning  the  more  advanta^ 

equality.    In    some  way   or  other  the  true  geous  situation  of  Ireland,  for  some  branches 

balance  is  found ;  and  all  of  them  are  properly  of  commerce,  (for  it  is  so  but  for  some)  I  trust 

poised  and  harmonized.    How  much  have  you  you  will  not  find  them  more  serious.    Milfiffd 

lost  by  the  participation  of  Scotland  in  all  your  Haven,  which  is  at  your  door,  may  serve  to 

commerce  ?    The  external  trade  of  England  shew  you,  that  the  mere  advantage  of  ports  is 

has  more  than  doubled  since  that  period ;  and  I  not  the  thing  which  shifts  the  seat  of  commerce 

believe  your  internal  (which  is  the  most  advan-  from  one  part  of  the  world  to  the  other.    If  I 

tageous)  has  been  augmented  at  least  fourfold,  thought  you  inclined  to  take  up  this  m^er  on 

Such  virtue  there  is  in  liberality  of  sentiment,  local  considerations,  I  should  state  to  you,  that 

that  you  have  grown  richer  even  by  the  part-  I  do  not  know  any  part  of  the  kingdom  so  well 

nership  of  poverty.  situated  for  an  advantaigeous  conmierce  wiA 

If  you  think,  that  this  participation  was  a  Ireland  as  Bristol ;  and  that  none  would  be  so 
loss,  commercially  considered,  but  that  it  has  likely  to  profit  of  its  prosperity  as  our  city, 
been  compensated  by  the  share  which  Scot-  But  your  profit  and  theirs  must  concur.  Beg- 
land  has  taken  in  defraying  the  public  charge—  gary  and  bankruptcy  are  not  the  circumstances 
I  believe  you  have  not  very  carefully  looked  at  which  invite  to  an  intercourse  wiA  that  w  with 
the  public  accounts.  Ireland,  Sir,  pays  a  any  country;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found  in- 
great  deal  more  than  Scotland ;  and  is  perhaps  variably  true,  that  the  superfluities  of  a  rich 
as  much,  and  as  effectually  united  to  England  nation  furnish  a  better  object  of  trade  than  the 
as  Scotland  is.  But  if  Scotland,  instead  of  necessities  of  a  poor  one.  It  is  the  interest  of 
paying  little,  had  paid  nothing  at  all,  we  should  the  commercial  world  that  wealth  should  be 
be  gainers,  not  losers  by  acquiring  the  hearty  found  every  where. 

co-operation  of  an  active   intelligent  people,         The  true  ground  of  fear,  in  my  opinion,  is 

towards  the  increase  of  the  common  stock ;  this ;  that  Ireland,  from  the  vitious  system  of 

instead  of  our  being  employed  in  watching  its  internal  polity,  will  be  a  long  time  before 

and  counteracting  them,  and  their  being  em-  it  can  derive  any  benefit  from  the  liberty  now 

ployed  in  watching  and  counteracting  us,  with  granted,  or  trom  any  thing  else.     But  as  I  do 

the  peevish  and  churlish  jealousy  of  rivals  and  not  vote  advantages,  in  hopes  that  they  may 

enemies  on  both  sides.  not  be  enjoyed,  I  will  not  lay  any  stress  upon 

I  am  sure.  Sir,  that  the  commercial  experi-  this  consideration.     I  rather  wish,   that  the 

ence  of  the  merchants  of  Bristol,  will  soon  parliament  of  Ireland  may,  in  its  own  wisdom, 

disabuse  them  of  the  prejudice,  that  they  can  remove  these  impediments,   and    put   their 

trade  no  longer,  if  countries  more  highly  taxed  country  in  a  condition  to  avail  itself  of  its 


LETTERS  TO  GENTLEMEN  IN  BRISTOL. 


878 


natural  advantages.    If  they  do  not,  the  fault 
is  with  them,  and  not  with  us. 

I  have  written  this  long  letter,  in  order  to 
give  all  possiUe  satisfaction  to  my  constituents 
with  regard  to  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this 
affair.  It  gave  me  inexpressible  concern  to 
find,  that  my  conduct  had  been  a  cause  of 
uneasiness  to  any  of  them.  Next  to  my  ho- 
nour and  conscience,  I  have  nothing  so  near 
and  dear  to  me  as  their  approbation.  How- 
ever, I  had  much  rather  run  the  risk  of  dis- 
pleasing than  of  injuring  them ; — if  I  am  dri- 
ven to  make  such  an  option.  You  obligingly 
lament,  that  you  are  not  to  have  me  for  your 
advocate ;  but  if  I  had  been  capable  of  acting 
as  an  advocate  in  opposition  to  a  plan  so  per- 
fectly omsonant  to  my  known  principles,  and 
to  the  opinions  I  had  publicly  declared  on  an 
hundred  occasions,  I  should  only  disgrace  my- 
self, without  supporting  with  the  smallest 
degree  of  credit  or  effect,  the  cause  you  wished 
me  to  undertake.  I  should  have  lost  the  only 
thing  wfaidi  can  make  such  abilities  as  mine 
of  any  use  to  the  world  now  or  hereafter ;  I 
mean  that  authority  which  is  derived  from  an 
opinion,  that  a  member  speaks  the  language 
of  truth  and  sincerity ;  and  that  he  is  not  ready 
to  take  up  or  lay  down  a  great  political  sys- 
tem for  the  convenience  of  the  hour ;  that  he 
is  in  parliament  to  support  his  opinion  of  the 
public  good,  and  does  not  form  his  opinion  in 
order  to  get  into  parliament,  or  to  continue 
in  it.  It  is  in  a  great  measure  for  your  sake, 
that  I  wish  to  preserve  this  character.  With- 
out it,  I  am  sure,  I  should  be  ill  able  to  dis- 
duurge,  by  any  service,  the  smallest  part  of 
that  debt  of  gratitude  and  affection  which  I 
owe  you  ibr  the  great  and  honourable  trust 
you  have  reposed  in  me.  I  am,  with  the 
highest  regard  and  esteem. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient. 

And  humble  servant, 

£•  o» 

Beaam^fidd,  23d  AprU,  1778. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER 

TO   UESS.    ♦*****♦    ♦♦♦**♦  AHD  CO, 
BBISTOL. 

GERTLEMXir, 

It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  concern  to 
find,  that  my  vote  on  the  resolutions  relative 
to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  has  not  been  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  with  your  approbation.  I 
have  e:q>lained  at  lai^e  the  grounds  of  my 
eoodoct  on  that  occasion  in  my  letters  to  the 


Merchants  Hall:  but  my  very  sincere  regard 
and  esteem  for  you  will  not  permit  me  to  let 
the  matter  pass  without  an  explanation,  which 
is  particular  to  yourselves,  and  which,  I  hope, 
will  prove  satisfactory  to  you. 

You  tell  me,  that  the  conduct  of  your  late 
member  is  not  much  wondered  at ;  but  you 
seem  to  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  mine  ;  and 
you  lament,  that  I  have  taken  so  decided  a 
part  against  my  constituents. 

This  is  rather  an  heavy  imputation.  Does 
it  then  really  appear  to  you,  that  the  proposi- 
tions to  which  you  refer,  are,  on  the  face  of 
them,  so  manifestly  wrong,  and  so  certainly 
injurious  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  and  particularly  to  yours,  that 
no  man  could  think  of  proposing,  or  suppor* 
ting  them,  except  from  resentment  to  you,  or 
from  some  other  oblique  motive  ?  If  you  sup- 
pose your  late  members,  or  if  you  suppose 
me,  to  act  upon  other  reasons  than  we  choose 
to  avow,  to  what  do  you  attribute  the  conduct 
of  the  other  members,  who  in  the  beginning  al- 
most unanimously  adopted  those  resolutions  ? 
To  what  do  you  attribute  the  strong  part  ta- 
ken by  the  ministers,  and  dXoag  with  the  minis- 
ters, by  several  of  their  most  declared  oppo- 
nents ?  This  does  not  indicate  a  ministerial 
job ;  a  party  design ;  or  a  provincial  or  local 
purpose.  It  is  therefore  not  so  absolutely 
clear,  that  the  measure  is  wrong,  or  likely 
to  be  injurious  to  the  true  interests  of  any 
place,  or  any  person. 

Thie  reason,  gendemen,  for  taking  this  step^ 
at  this  lime,  is  but  too  obvious  and  too  urgent. 
I  cannot  imagine,  that  you  forget  the  great 
war,  which  has  been  carried  on  with  so  little 
success  (and,  as  I  thought,  with  so  little  po- 
licy) in  America  \  or  that  you  are  not  aware 
of  the  other  great  wars  which  are  impending. 
Ireland  has  been  called  upon  to  repel  the  at- 
tacks of  enemies  of  no  small  power,  brought 
upon  her  by  councils  in  which  she  has  had  no 
share.  The  very  purpose  and  declared  object 
of  that  original  war,  which  has  brought  other 
wars,  and  other  enemies  on  Ireland,  was  not 
very  flattering  to  her  dignity,  her  interest,  or 
to  the  very  principle  of  her  liberty.  Yet  she 
submitted  patiently  to  the  evils  she  suffered 
from  an  attempt  to  subdue  to  your  obedience, 
countries  whose  very  commerce  was  not  open 
to  her.  America  was  to  be  conquered,  in 
order  that  Ireland  should  not  trade  thither ; 
whilst  the  miserable  trade  which  she  is  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  to  other  places  has  been 
torn  to  pieces  in  the  struggle.  In  this  situa- 
tion, are  we  neither  to  si^er  her  to  have  any 
real  interest  in  our  quarrel,  or  to  be  flattered 
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with  the  hope  of  any  future  mewis  of  bearing  To  protect  meOi  is  to  forward,  and  not  to  i^ 
the  burthens  which  she  is  to  incur  io  defending  strain  their  improvement.  Else,  what  is  k 
herself  against  enemies  which  we  have  more,  than  to  avow  to  them,  and  to  the  worid, 
brought  upon  her  ?  that  you  guard  them  from  others,  only  to  make 

I  cannot  set  my  face  against  such  argu-     them  a  prey   to  youraelf  ?    This  fundameottl 
ments.    Is  it  quite  fair  to  suppose,  that  I  have     nature  of  protection  does  not  belong  to  free, 
no  other  motive  for  yielding  to  them,  but  a     but  to  all  governments ;  and  is  as  valid  in  Ta> 
desire  of  acting  againtt  my  constituents?  It     key  as  in  Great  Britain.    No  government 
is  for  youj  and  for  your  interest,  as  a  dear,     ought  to  own  that  it  exists  for  the  purpose  of 
cherished,  and  respected  part  of  a  valuable     chedung  the  prosperity  of  its  people,  of  that 
whole,  that  I  have   taken  my  share  in  this     there  is  such  a  principle  invcdveid  in  its  policy, 
question.    You  do  not,  you  cannot  suSa'  by        Under  the  impression  of  these  sentiments, 
it.      If  honesty  be  true  policy  with    regard     (and  not  as  wanting  every  attention  to  my 
to  the  transient  interest  of  individuals,  it  is     constituents,   ^dutch.  affection   and  gratitade 
much  more  certainly  so  with   regard  to  the     couU  inspire,)  I  voted  for  these  bills  whidi 
permanent  interests  of  communities.    I  know,     give  you  so  much  trouble.    I  voted  for  them, 
that  it  is  but  too  natural  for  us  to  see  our  own     not  as  doing  complete  justice  to  Ireland,  bat 
certain  ruin,  in  the  posmble  prosperity  of  other     u  being  sometliing  less  unjust  than  the  ge* 
people.    It  is  hard  to  persuade  us,  that  every     neral  prohibition  which  has  hitherto  prevailei 
thing  which  is  got  by  another    is  not  taken     I  hear  some  discourse,  as  if  in  one  or  tiro 
from  ourselves.    But  it  is  fit  that  we  shoukl     paltry  duties  en  materials,  Ireland  had  a  ^ 
get  the  better  of  these  suggestions,  which  come     ferenoe;  and  that  those  who  set  themselves 
from  what  is  not  the  best  and  soundest  part     against  this  act  of  scanty  justice,  assert  that 
of  our  nature,  and  that  we  should  form  to  our-     they  are   only  contending   for   an   equc£^. 
selves  a  way  of  thinking,  more  rational,  more     What  equality  ?    Do   they  forget,  that  the 
just,  and  more  religious.    Trade  is  not  a  li-     whole  woollen  manufacture  of  Ireland,  the 
mited  thing ;  as  if  the  objects  of  mutual  demand     most  extensive  and  profitable  of  any,  and  the 
and  consumption,  could  not  stretch  beyond  the     natural  staple  of  that  kingdom,  has  been  io  a 
bounds  of  our  jealousies.    Grod  has  given  the     manner  so  destroyed  by  restrictive  laws  of 
earth  to  the  children  of  men,  and  he  has  un-     ours,  and  (at  our  persuasion,  and  on  our  pro> 
doubtedly,  in  giving  it  to  them,  given  them     mises)  by  restrictive  laws  of  their  oum,  that  in 
what  is  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  their  exi-     a  few  years,  it  is  probable,  they  will  not  be 
gencies ;  not  a  scanty,  but  a  most  liberal  pro-     able  to  wear  a  coat  of  their  own  fabric  ?   Is 
vision  for  them  all.     The  author  of  our  nature     this  equality?    Do  gentlemen  forget,  that  the 
has  written  it  strongly  in  that  nature,  and  has     understood  faith  upon  which  they  were  per^ 
promulgated  the  same  law  in  his  written  word,     suaded  to  such  an  unnatural  act,  has  not  been 
that  man  shall  eat  his  bread  by  his  labour ;     kept ;  but  a  linen-manufacture  has  been  set 
and   I  am  persuaded,  that  no  man,  and  no     up,  and  highly  encouraged,  against  them  ?  Is 
combination   of  men,  for  their  own  ideas  of     this  equality?    Do  they  forget  the  state  of  the 
their  particular  profit,  can,  without  great  im-     trade  of  Ireland  in  beer,  so  great  an  article  of 
piety,  undertake  to  say,  that  he  shall  not  do     consumption,  and  which  now  stands  in  so  mis* 
so  ;  that  they  have  no  sort  of  right,  either  to     chievous  a  position  in  regard  to  their  revenue, 
prevent  the  labour,  or  to  withhold  the  bread,     their  manufacture,  and  their  agriculture  ?  Do 
Ireland  having  received  no  oornpensation,  di-     they  find  any  equality  in  all  this  ?  Yet  if  the  least 
rectly  or  indirectly,  for  any  restraints  on  their     step  is  taken  towards  doing  them  common  jus- 
trade,  ought  not,  in  justice  or  common  honesty,     tice  in  the  slightest  article  for  the  most  limited 
to  be  made  subject  to  such  restraints.     I  do     markets,  a  cry  is  raised,  as  if  we  were  going 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  right  of  the  parlia-     to  be  ruined  by  partiality  to  Ireland. 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  for  the        Gentlemen,  I  know  that  the  deficiency  in 
trade  of  Ireland.    I  only   speak  of  what  laws     these  arguments  is  made  up  (not  by  you,  but 
it  is  right  for  parliament  to  make.  by  others)  by  the  usual  resource  on  such  oo- 

It  is  nothing  to  an  oppressed  people,  to  say  casions,  the  confidence  in  military  force,  and 
that  in  part  they  are  protected  at  our  charge,  superiour  power.  But  that  ground  of  confi- 
The  military  force  which  shall  be  kept  up  in  dence,  which  at  no  time  was  perfectly  just,  or 
order  to  cramp  the  natural  faculties  of  a  peo-  the  avowal  of  it  tolerably  decent,  is  at  this 
pie,  and  to  prevent  their  arrival  to  their  ut-  time  very  unseasonable.  Late  experience  has 
most  prosperity,  is  the  instrument  of  their  shewn,  that  it  cannot  be  altogether  rdied 
servitude,  not  the  means  of  their  protection      upon ;  and  many,  if  not  of  all  our  present  diffi- 
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eukiM,  hmfe  wiseD  from  patting  our  trust  in  me,  if  Ireland  is  beneficial  to  you,  it  is  ao 

what  maj  i^ery  possibly  ftil ;  and  if  it  should  not  from  the  parts  in  which  it  is  restrained, 

fiul,  leaves  those  who  are  hurt  by  such  a  re-  but  from  those  in  which  it  is  left  free,  though 

lianoe,  without  pity.    Whereas  honesty  and  not  left  unrivalled.    The  greater  its  freedom, 

justice,  reason  and  equity,  go  a  very  great  the  greater  must  be  your  advantage.    If  you 

way  in  securing  prosperity  to  those  who  use  should  lose   in  one  way,  you  will  gain  in 

ftem ;  and  in  case  of  fiulure,  secure  the  best  twenty. 

r^reat,  and  the  most  honourable  consolations.  Whilst  I  remain  under  this  unalterable  and 

It  is  very  tnlbrtunate  that  we  shoidd  ccmsider  powerful  conviction,  you  will  not  wonder  at  the 

those  aarivab,  whom  we  ou^  to  regard  as  fel-  decided  part  I  take.    It  is  my  custom  so  to  do, 

bw-4abourers  in  a  common  cause.   Ireland  has  when  I  see  my  way  clearly  before  me ;  and 

■ever  made  a  smgle  step  in  its  progress  towards  when  I  know,  that  I  am  not  misled  by  any 

prosperity,  by  whidi  yon  have  not  had  a  share,  pasaicm,  or  any  personal  interest ;  tidiich  in 

aadper^^M  the  greatest  share,  in  the  benefit,  this  case,  I  am  very  sure,  I  am  not    I  find 

TlMt  progress  has  bean  chiefly  owing  to  her  that  disagreeable  things  are  circulated  among 

•va  natnral  advantages,  and  her  own  efforts,  my  constituents ;  and  I  wish  my  sentiments, 

which,  aflep  a  long  time,  and  by  sbw  degrees,  which  form  my  justification,  may  be  equally 

have  prevailed  in  some  measure  over  the  mis>  general  with  the  circulation  against  me.    I 

ehssvooB  systems  which  have  been  adopted,  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re- 

Fkr  onoogh  A^  is  still  from,  having  arrived  gard  and  esteem, 

eveo  at  an  ordinary  state  of  perfectiim ;  and  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient 

if  oar  jcaioasies  were  to  be  converted  into  and  humble  servant, 

potitioB,  as    systematically  as  some   wouki  E.  B. 

htve  them,  the  trade  of  Ireland  would  vanish  IFeatoitiuter,  Mb^  2, 1778. 

aot  of  the  systMn  of  commerce.    But  believe  I  send  tho  bills. 


MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH, 

ON  PRESENTING  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  (ON  THE  IITH 
FEBRUARY,  1780,)  A  PLAN  FOR  THE  BETTER  SECURITY  OF 
THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF  PARUAMENT,  AND  THE  (ECONOMICAL 
REFORMATION  OF  THE  CIVIL  AND  OTHER  ESTABLISHMENTS. 


M&.  Spsakeb,  indeed  almost  compel,  a  provident  adminis- 

I  RISE,  in  acquittal  of  my  engagement  to  tration  of  such  sums  of  public  money  as  must 

^  house,  in  obedience  to  the  strong  and  just  remain  under  discretionary  trusts  ;  that,   it 

requbitions  of  my  constituents,  and,  I  am  per-  should  render  the  incurring  debts  on  the  civil 

maded,  in  c(xiformity  to  the  unanimous  wishes  establishment  (which  must  ultimately  affect 

of  the  whole  nation,  to  sulxnit  to  the  wisdom  of  national  strength  and  national  credit)  so  very 

parliam^it,  "  A  plan  of  reform  in  the  con-  difficult,  as  to  become  next  to  impracticable. 
stitutioD  of  several  parts  of  the  public  ceco-        But  what,  I  confess,  was  uppermost  with 

noroy."  me,  what  I  bent  the  whole  force  of  my  mind 

I  have  endeavoured,  that  this  plan  should  to,  was  the  reduction  of  that  corrupt  influence, 

indiide  in  its  execution,  a  omsiderable  re-  which  is  itself  the  perennial  spring  of  all  pro- 

doctioo  of  improper  expense ;  that,  it  should  digality,  and  of  all  disorder ;  whi^  loads  us, 

flAct  a  oooversion  of  unprofitable  tUIes  into  a  more  than  millions  of  debt ;  which  takes  away 

productive  estate ;  that,  it  shoukl  lead  to,  and  vigour  fix>m  our  arms,  wisdom  from  our  coim- 
Vol.  I.— 18 
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cilsi  and  every  shadow  of  authority  and  credit  reaeDtmeot  of  the  successor ;  they  migbt  see  a 

from  the  most  venerable  parts  of  our  consti-  long,  dull,  dreary,  unvaried  vista  oi  despair 

tution.                                                              •  and  exclusion,  for  half  a  century,  before  them. 

Sir,  I  assure  you,  very  solemnly,  and  with  ~  This  is  no  pleasant  prospect  at  the  outset  <£ 

a  very  dear  conscience,  that  nothing  in  the  a  political  journey. 

world  has  led  me  to  such  an  undertaking,  but  Besides  this.  Sir,  the  private  enemies  to  ba 

my  zeal  for  the  honour  of  this  house,  and  the  made  in  all  attempts  of  this  kind  are  ineume- 

settled,  habitual,  systematic  affection  I  bear  rable;  andtheirenmity  will  be  the  more  bitter, 

to  the  cause,  and  to  the  principles  of  govern-  and  the  more  dangerous  too^  because  a  sense  of 

meut.  digni^  will  oblige  them  to-  conceal  the  caus« 

I  enter  perfectly  into  the  nature  and  conse-  of  their  resentment.    Very  few  men  of  great 
quences  cf  my  attempt ;  and  I  advance  to  it  fiunilies  and  extensive  connections,  but  will 
with  a  tremour  that  shakes  me  to  the  inmost  feel  the  smart  <^  a  cutting  reform,  in  some  dose 
fibre  of  my  frame.    I  feel,  that  I  engage  in  a  relation,  some  boeom  friend,  some  pleasant 
business,  in   itself  most  ungracious,   totally  acquaintance,  some  dear  protected  dependaDt 
wide  of  the  course  of  prudent  omduct ;  and  I  Emolument  is  taken  from  s<Mne  ;   patrooagt 
really  think,  the  most  completely  adverse  that  from  others ;  objects  of  pursuit  from  alL    Men, 
^  can  be  imagined  to  the  natural  turn  and  temper  forced  into  an  involuntary  independence,  will 
uf  ray  own  mind.    I  know,  that  all  parsimcmy  abhor  the  authors  of  a  blessing  which  in  their 
is  of  a  quality  approaching  to  unkindness ;  and  eyes  has  so  very  near  a  resemblance  to  a  curse, 
that  (on  s<nne  person  or  other)  every  reform  When  officers  are  removed,  and  the  offices  re- 
must  operate  as  a  sort  of  ptmishment.    Indeed  main,  you  may  set  the  gratitude  of  some  agabst 
the  whole  class  of  the  severe  and  restrictive  the  anger  of  others ;   you  may  of^xise  the 
virtues,  are  at  a  market  ahnost  too  high  for  friend  you  oblige  against  the  enemies  you  pro- 
humanity.    What  is  worse,  there  are  very  few  voke.    But  services  of  the  present  s<Ht  create 
of  those  virtues  which  are  not  capable  of  being  no  attachments.    The  individual  good  felt  in  a 
imitated,  and  even  outdone  in  many  of  their  public  benefit,  is  comparatively  so  small,  comes 
most  striking  effects,  by  the  worst  of  vices,  round  through  such  an  involved  labyrinth  of 
Malignity  and  envy  will  carve  much  more  intricate  and  tedious  revolutions ;  whilst  a  pre- 
deeply,  and  finish  much  more  sharply,  in  the  sent  personal  detriment  is  so  heavy,  where  it 
work  of  retrenchment,  than  frugality  and  pro-  falls,  and  so  instant  in  its  operation,  that  the 
vidence.     I  do  not,  therefore,  wonder,  that  cold  commendation  ofa  public  advantage  never 
gentlemen  have  kept  away  from  such  a  task,  was,  and  never  will  be,  a  match  for  the  quick 
as  well  from  good-nature  as  from  prudence,  sensibility  of  a  private  loss :  and  you  may  de- 
Private  feeling  might,  indeed,  bo  overborne  by  pend  upon  it.  Sir,  that  when  many  people  have 
legislative  reason ;  and  a  man  ofa  loagsi^t&i  an  interest  in  railing,  sooner  or  later,  they  will 
and  a  strong  nerved  humanity,  might  bring  bring  a  considerable  degree  of  unpopularity 
himself,  not  so  much  to  consider  from  whom  upon  any  measure.    So  tliat,  for  the  present  at 
he  takes  a  superfluous  enjoyment,  as  for  whom  least,  the  reformation  will  operate  against  the 
in  the  end  he  may  preserve  the  absolute  ne-  reformers;  and  revenge  (as  against  them  at 
cessaries  of  life.  the  least)  will  produce  all  the  effects  of  corrup- 

But  it  is  much  more  easy  to  reconcile  this  tion. 
measure  to  humanity,  than  to  bring  it  to  any  This,  Sir,  is  almost  always  the  case,  where 
agreement  with  prudence.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  plan  has  complete  success..  But  how 
little,  selfish,  pitiful,  bastard  thing,  which  some-  stands  the  matter  in  the  mere  attempt?  No- 
times  goes  by  the  name  of  a  family  in  which  thing,  you  know,  is  more  common,  than  for  men 
it  is  not  legitimate,  and  to  which  it  is  a  dis-  to  wish,  and  call  loudly  too,  for  a  reformation, 
grace ; — I  mean  even  that  public  and  enlarged  who,  when  it  arrives,  do  by  no  means  like  the 
prudence,  which,  apprehensive  of  being  di»>  severity  of  its  aspect.  Reformation  is  one  of 
ablcd  from  rendering  acceptable  services  to  those  pieces  which  must  be  put  at  some  dis- 
the  world,  withholds  itself  from  those  that  are  tance  in  order  to  please.  Its  greatest  favou- 
invidious.  Gentlemen  who  are,  with  me,  rers  love  it  better  in  the  abstract  than  in  the 
verging  towi^-ds  the  decline  of  life,  and  are  substance.  When  any  old  prejudice  of  their 
apt  to  forqa  their  ideas  of  kings  from  kings  of  own,  or  any  interest  that  they  value,  is  touched, 
former  tinies,  might  dread  the  anger  <^  a  they  become  scrupulous,  they  become  captious, 
reigning  prince; — they  who  are  more  pro-  and  every  man  has  his  separate  exception, 
vident  of  the  fiiture,  (V  by  being  young  are  Some  pluck  out  the  black  hairs,  some  the  gray; 
more  interested  in  it,  mig^t  trembU  at  the  one  point  must  be  given  up  to  one ;  another 
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point  mint  be  yielded  to  another ;  nothing  ia  we  are  accimiulating  debt  to  the  mmoant  of  at 

miffereA  to  prevail  upon  its  own  principle ;  the  least  fourteen  millions  in  the  year.    That  loss 

whole  is  so  frittered  down,  and  disjointed,  that  is  certain. 

scarcely  a  trace  of  the  original  scheme  re-  I  have  no  wish  to  deny,  that  our  successes 

mains!  Thus,  between  the  resistance  of  power,  areas  brilliant  as  any  <»ie  chooses  to  make 

and  die  unsystematical  process  of  popularity,  them ;  our  resources  too  may,  for  me,  be  as 

the  undertaker  and  the  undertaking  are  both  unfathomable  as  they  are  represented.    Indeed 

exposed,  and  the  poor  reformer  is  hissed  off  they  are  just  whatever  the  people  possess,  and 

the  stage,  both  by  friends  and  foes.  will  submit  to  pay.    Taiing  is  an  easy  busi- 

Observe,  Sir,  that  the  apology  for  my  under^  ness.    Any  projector  can  contrive  new  impo- 

taking  (an  apology,  which,  though  long,  is  no  sitions;  any  bungler  can  add  to  the  old     But 

longer  than  necessary)  is  not  grounded  on  my  is  it  altogether  wise  to  have  no  other  bounds 

want  of  the  fullest  sense  of  the  difficult  and  to  your  impositions,  than  the  patience  of  those 

invidious  nature  of  the  task  I  undertake.    I  who  are  to  bear  them  ? 

risk  odium  if  I  succeed,  and  contempt  if  I  All  I  claim  upon  the  subject  of  your  re- 

&il.    My  excuse  must  rest  in  mine  and  your  sources  is  this,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be 

conviction  of  the  absolute,  urgent  neoestity  increased  by  wasting  thMn.— I  think  I  shall  be 

there  is,  that  scHnething  of  the  kind  should  be  permitted  to  assume,  that  a  system  c£  frugality 

done.    If  there  is  any  sacrifice  to  be  made,  will  not  lessen  your  ridies,  whatever  they  mav 

either  of  estimation  or  of  fortune,  the  smallest  be  ; — ^I  believe  it  wiU  not  be  hotly  disputeof, 

is  the  best.    Commanders  in  chief  are  not  to  that  tiiose  resources  which  lie  heavy  on  the 

be  put  upon  the  forlorn  hope.    But,  indeed  it  subject,  ought  not  to  be  objects  of  preference ; 

is  necessary  that  the  attempt  should  be  made,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  the  veryjirst  choice j 

It  is  necessary  from  our  own  political  circum-  to  an  honest  representative  of  the  people, 

stances ;  it  is  necessary  from  the  operations  of  This  is  all,  Sir,  that  I  shall  say  upon  our 

the  «aemy ;  it  is  necessary  from  the  demands  circumstances  and  our  resources:  I  mean  to 

of  the  people ;  whose  desires,  when  they  do  say  a  little  more  on  the  operations  of  the  ene- 

not  militate  with  the  stable  and  eternal  rules  of  my,  because  this  matter  seems  to  me  very  natu- 

justice  and  reason  (rules  which  are  above  us,  ral  in  our  present  deliberation.    When  I  look 

and  above  them)  ought  to  be  as  a  law  to  a  to  the  other  side  of  the  water,  I  cannot  help 

house  of  commons.  recollecting  what  Pyrriius  said  <m  reconnoitring 

Aa  to  our  circumstances,  I  do  not  mean  to  the  Roman  camp,  "  These  barbarians  havo 
aggravate  the  difficulties  of  them,  by  the  nothing  barbarous  in  their  discipline."  When 
strength  of  any  colouring  whatsoever.  On  the  I  look,  as  I  have  pretty  carefully  looked,  into 
contrary,  X  observe,  and  observe  with  pleasure,  the  proceedings  of  the  French  king,  I  am  BOffy 
Uiat  our  affairs  rather  wear  a  more  promising  to  say  it,  I  see  nothing  of  the  cbu^cter  and 
aspect  than  they  did  on  the  opening  of  this  genius  of  arbitrary  finance ;  none  of  the  bold 
session.  We  have  had  some  leading  sue-  frauds  of  bankrupt  power  ;  none  of  the  wiid 
cesses.  But  those  who  rate  them  at  the  high*  struggles,  and  plunges,  of  despotism  in  dig- 
est (higher  a  great  deal  indeed  than  I  dare  to  tress ;— no  lopping  off  from  the  capital  of  debt ; 
do)  are  of  opinion,  that,  upon  the  ground  of  — no  suspensi<m  of  interest ;— 410  robbery  un- 
sucfa  advantages,  we  cannot  at  this  time  hope  der  the  name  of  loan ;— no  raising  the  value, 
to  make  any  treaty  of  peace,  which  would  not  no  debasing  the  substance  of  the  coin.  I  see 
be  ruinous  and  completely  disgraceful.  In  neither  Louis  the  Fourteenth  nor  Louis  the 
such  an  anxious  state  of  things,  ifdawnings  of  Fifteenth.  On  the  contrary,  I  b^old  with  asto- 
suocess  serve  to  animate  our  diligence,  they  nishment,  rising  before  me,  by  the  very  bands 
are  good ;  if  they  tend  to  increase  our  pre-  of  arbitrary  power,  and  in  the  very  midst  of 
sumption,  they  are  worse  than  defeats.  The  war  and  confusicAi,  a  regular,  methodical  sys- 
state  of  our  affairs  shall  then  be  as  promising  tern  of  public  credit ;  I  behold  a  fabric  laid  on 
as  any  one  may  choose  to  conceive  it :  it  is,  the  natural  and  solid  foundations  of  trust  and 
however,  but  promising.  We  must  recollect,  confidence  among  men ;  and  raising,  by  fair 
that  with  but  half  of  our  natural  strength,  gradations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the 
we  are  at  war  against  confederated  powers,  just  rules  of  symmetry  and  art.  What  a  reverse 
who  have  singly  threatened  us  with  ruin ;  we  of  things !  Principle,  method,  regularity,  ceco- 
must  recollect,  that  whilst  we  are  left  naked  on  nomy,  firugality,  justice  to  individuals,  and  oare 
one  side,  our  other  flank  is  uncovered  by  any  of  the  people,  are  the  resources  with  whieh 
alliance ;  that  whilst  we  are  weighing  and  France  m^es  war  upon  Great  Britain.  God 
bakndng  our  successes  against   our  losses,  avert  the  <Hnen !    But  if  we  should  see  any 
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genius  in  war  and  p<^tics  arise  in  France  to  I  am  not  alarmed  even  at  the  great  navy  wbich 

second  what  is  done  in  the  bureau !— I  turn  my  has  been  so  miraculously  created.    All  dme 

eyes  from  the  consequences.  things  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had  before.  With 

The  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  last  year,  all  these  things,  the  French  monarchy  has  more 

treated  all  this  with  contempt.    He  never  could  than  once  &llen  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  p^ 
conceive  it  possible  that  the  French  minister  of    lie  &ith  of  GSreat  Britain.    It  was  the  want  oC 

finance  could  go  through  that  year  with  a  loan  public  credit  which  disabled  Ffance  from  reco* 

of  but  seventeen  hundred  thousand  pounds;  vering  after  her  defeats,  or   recovering  eveo 

and  that  he  should  be  able  to  fund  that  loan  from  her  victories  and  triumphs.    It  was  apro- 

without  any  tai.     The  second  year,  however,  digal  court,  it  was  an  ill-ordered  rev«Bue,  that 
vptas  the  very  same  scene.    A  small  loan,  a  '  sapped  the  foundations  of  all  her  greatness, 

loan  of  no  tnore  than  two  millions  five  hundred  Credit  cannot  exist  under  the  arm  of  netessity. 

thousand    pounds,    is  to  carry  our   enemies  Necessity  strikes  at  credit,  I  allow,  with  a 

through  the  service  of  this  year  also.    No  tax  heavier  and  quicker  blow  under  an  arbitrary 

is  raised  to  fund  that  debt ;  no  tax  is  raised  for  monarchy,  than  under  a  limited  and  balanced 

the  current  services.    I  am  credibly  informed  government :  but  still  necessity  and  credit  ars 

that  there  is  no  anticipation  whatsoever.  Com-  natural  enemies,  and  cannot  be  long  reconciled 

pensations^   are  correctly  made.    Old  debts  in  any  situation.    From  necessity  and  comip- 

continue  to  be  sunk  as  in  the  time  of  profound  tion,  a  free  state  may  lose  the  spirit  (^  that 

peace.    Even  payments  which  their  treasury  complex  c(mstitution  which  is  the  foundation (tf 

had  been  authorized  to  suspend  during  the  time  ccMifidence.    On  the  other  hand,  I  am  far  from 

of  war,  are  not  suspended.  being  sure,  that  a  monarchy,  when  once  it  is 

A  general  reform,  executed  through  every  properly  regulated,  naay  not  for  a  longtime  fiir- 

deparlment  of  the  reventtCf  creates  an  annud  in-  nish  a  foundation  for  credit  upon  the  solidity  of 

come  of  mere  than  half  a  million,  whilst  it  fa-  its  maxims,  though  it  affords  no  ground  of  trust 

cilitates  and  simplifies  all  the  functions  of  ad-  in  its  institutions.    I  am  afi^d  I  see  in  Eng- 

minLstrati<».     The  king^s  household — at  the  l&nd  and  in  France,  something  like  a  beginning 

remotest  avenues  to  which  all  reformation  has  of  both  these  things.     I  wish  I  may  be  found 

been  hitherto  stopped,  that  household,  which  in  a  mistake. 

has  been  the  strcmg  hokl  of  prodigality,  the  This  very  short,  and  very  imperfect  state  of 
virgin  fortress  which  was  never  before  attack-  what  is  now  going  on  in  France  (the  last  cir- 
ed — has  been  not  (»ly  not  defended,  but  it  has,  cumstance  of  which  I  received  in  about  eight 
even  in  the  forms,  been  surrendwed  by  the  king  <i*ys  afler  the  registry  of  the  edict)*  I  do  not, 
to  the  ceconomy  of  his  minister.  No  capitula-  ^^i  ^y  before  yon  for  any  invidious  purpose, 
tion ;  no  reserve.  CEconomy  has  entered  in  1^  is  in  order  to  excite  in  us  the  spirit  of  a  noble 
triumph  into  the  public  splendour  of  the  mo-  emulation. — Let  the  nations  make  war  upon 
narch,  into  his  private  amusements,  into  the  each  other  (since  we  must  make  war)  not  with 
appointments  of  his  nearest  and  highest  rela-  &  ^^^  <^  vulgar  malignity,  but  by  a  competi- 
tions. (Economy  and  public  spirit  have  made  ^^n  of  virtues.  This  is  the  only  way  by 
a  beneficent  and  an  honest  spoil;  they  have  'which  both  parties  can  gain  by  war.  The 
plundered,  from  extravagance  and  luxury,  for  French  have  imitated  us ;  let  us,  through  them, 
the  use  of  substantial  service,  a  revenue  of  near  imitate  ourselves ;  ourselves  in  our  better  and 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  reform  of  hs^pier  days.  If  public  frugality,  under  whal- 
the  finances,  joined  to  this  reform  d'the  court,  f^er  ra«n,  or  in  whatever  mode  of  government, 
gives  to  the  public  nine  hundred  thousand  i^  national  strength,  it  is  a  strength  which  our 
pounds  a  year  and  upwards.  enemies  are  in  possession  of  before  us. 

The  minister  who  does  these  things  is  a         ^^t  I  ^ni  well  aware,  that  the  state  and  the 

great  man — But  the  king  who  desires  that  they  result  of  the  French  ceconomy  which  I  have 

should  be  done,  is  a  far  greater.    We  must  do  ^i^  before  you,  are  even  now  lightly  treated  by 

justice  to  our  enemies — These  are  the  acts  of  a  some,  who  ought  never  to  speak  hut  from  ift- 

patriot  king.    I  am  not  in  dread  diihe  vast  ar-  fomuition.    Pains  have  not  been  spared  to  re- 

mies  o£  France :  I  am  not  in  dread  of  the  gat-  present  them  as  impositions  on  the  public.   Let 

lant  spirit  of  its  brave  and  numerous  nobility :  nie  tell  you,  Sir,  that  the  creation  of  a  navy, 

and  a  two  years  war  without  taxing,  are  a  very 

*  rpv.. .    _  V     J       _»  .,    .  singular  species  of  imposture.    But  be  it  so. 

♦  This  term  comprehends  various retribotiond  t?«,  ™k«*  ^^a  a^^  xr^Ii  -        —         *u-    j  i 
made  to  persons  whose  offices  are  taken  away,  ^""^  ""^^  ^""^  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  *^  ^^*" 
or  who,  in  any  other  way,  siUfer  by  the  new 

arrangements  that  are  made.  ♦  Edict,  registered  29th  January,  1780. 
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lion?    Is  it  to  lower  the  estimation  of  <he  wiuefa  oomo  lar  dkMi  of  the  voluntary  OQBce»* 

crown  he  serves,  and  to  render  his  own  admi-  skms  of  tilie  kinf  of  Frasce,  are  moderaito  in- 

nistration  contemptible  ?    No !    No !    He  is  dead.    Thf^  only  fiontcnd  tibat  we  shoodd  wr 

consciooB,  that  the  sense  of  mankiad  is  so  clear  terweave  some  XBCooomy  with  the  taxes  widi 

and  decided  in  favoar  of  oeocNiomy,  and  of  the  which  we  ha^ne  chosen  to  begin  the  war.  They 

weight  and  vriue  of  its  resources,  that  he  turns  request,  aotdiat  you  is^uld  rely  upon  osooBony 

kin^lf  to  erery  species  of  fraud  and  artifice,  exclusively,  but  daat  you  should  give  it  rank 

lo  obtain  the  mere  r^Hitation  of  it.    Men  do  and  preoedenoe,  in  the  order  of  the  wtays  and 

not  affect  a  conduct  that  tends  to  their  dis-  means  of  tlas  single  session, 

credit.    Let  us,  then,  get  .the  better  of  Mon-  Bist  if  it  were  possible,  that  the  desires  of 

rnear  Neckar  in  his  own  way — Let  us  do  in  our  osostituents,  desires  wdxich  ave  at  onoe  so 

reality  wiuit  he  does  only  in  pret^ice.**— Let  us  natural,  and  so  yery  much  tampered  and  sub> 

twn  ins  French  tinsel  into  English  gold.    Is  4ued,  i^oidd  have  no  wei^  with  a  house  of 

dien  the  mere  epinicm  and  appearance  of  fru-  commons,  wthieh  has  its  eye  elsewJbese  ;  I 

gality  and  good  management  of  such  use  to  would  turn  my  eyes  to  the  very  quarter  It 

France,  and  is  ^  substance  to  be  so  mis*  «diich  theirs  are  directed.    I  would  reas<mthlf 

diievoos  to  England  f    Is  the  very  constitu*  natter  with  the  house,  on  Ibe  mere  ^kif  of 

tion  of  nature  so  idtered  by  a  sea  of  twentf  the  question ;  and  I  would  undertske  to  prove, 

infles,  that  oeconomy  should  give  power  on  the  that  an  «arly  iderelietioa  of  abuse,  is  the  direct 

continent,  and  that  proAisien  should  give  it  ialerest  of  govemaeat;  of  goversiMnt  takeai 

here  ?    For  God's  sake  let  not  this  be  the  only  abstractedly  from  its  dMties,  and  oonsidersd 

fitshion  of  France  whidi  we  refuse  to  copy.  Merely  as  a  system  intending  its  own  oonser- 

To  ^10  last  kind  of  necessity,  the  desires  of  sation. 

Ihe  people,  I  have  but  a  very  lew  w(nxls  to  say.  If  theve  is  SKy  «db  eminent  criterion,  whi^dii 

The  ministerB  seem  to  contest  this  point ;  and  abo^re  all  the  rest,  distinguishes*  wise  goven* 

affect  to  doid>t,  in^dier  the  people  do  reaftf  meat  from  an  adminiBtratioa  weak  and  iift- 

desire  a  plan  of  ceeonomy  in  tite  civil  govern-  fsrovident,  k  is  this  >~"  well  to  know  the  best 

ment.     Bir, -tfiis  is  too  ridiculous,    itisim-  time  and  manner  of  yielding,  what  it  is  impos- 

poosiUe  that  diey  idiouki  not  desire  it.    It  is  sible  to  keep." — Thore  have  been,  Sir,  and 

impoasdsle  that  a  prodigality  which  draws  its  ^lere  are,  ssany  who  choose  to  chicane  with 

resources  from  dieir  indigence,  should  be  plea-  tiaeir  situation,  rather  than  be  instructed  by  it 

fing  to  them.    Little  &Btions  of  pensioners,  Those  gentlessea  argue  against  every  desiro 

and  Ifaeir  dependants,  may  talk  another  Ian-  of  oefermation,  upon  the  principles  of  a  crisM- 

goage.    Sot  the  voice  of  nature  is  against  nal  prseecotion.    It  is  enough  for  them  to  jua- 

Ihem ;  and  it  will  be  heard.    The  peopk)  of  tify  their  adherence  to  «  pemiciotts  sy^em, 

England  will  not,  they  cannot  take  it  kindfy,  -that  it  is  not  of  their  contnnance ;  that  it  is  a« 

that  representatives  diould  refrne  to  their  coi^  iidieritanoe  of  absurdity,  derived  to  them  from 

atitnents,  what  an  absolute  sovereign  volu»>  thaar  ancestoes ;  that  they  <»»  make  out  a  loi^ 

larily  offers  to  his  subjects.    The  eKpcession  and  unfarakan  pedigree  of  mismanagers  that 

of  the   petitions  is,  that  ^*  brfor€  mng  ntw  iiave  gsae  faefiwe  them.    They  are  proud  of 

htPihenM  an  laid  upon  fJUs  eowfitnf^  fff^ctual  the  «itiqnify  cf  tbcar  house ;  «dad  they  defend 

nwosures  he  token  ^  ^d»  Aouse,  CoenfKsrs  tate,  their  enxsirs,  as  if  they  were  defendung  thekr 

ondeomdflhegromt/mteBintheeKpeiiditwecf  iaheritanoe:  afraid  of  derQg||Ming  from  their 

ptAUe  mojMg.^  aobility ;  and  carefully  a-voiding  a.  sort  of  blot 

This  has  heen  treated  by  &e  noUe  lord  in  intheir  scutcheon,  whichitbey  libink  would  do- 

the  blue  rftyand  as  a  wiki  faotioos  langui^.  grade  them  far  ever. 

It  happens,  however,  that  ^  people  in  their  It  was  tfans  that  the  unfortunate  Charles  the 

address  to  ns,  use  rimost  word  fer  word  the  First  defended  hiasself  kud.  the  practice  of  the 

9anie  terms  as  the  king  of  France  «Mes  in  ad-  8tuart  a4io  went  before  him,  and  of  all  the 

dressing  himself  to  his  people;  and  it  differs  Tudors;  his  partisans  might  have  gone  to  the 

only,  as  it  frdb  short  of  the  French  king's  idea  Plantagenetsv— They  might  have  found  bad 

ofwhat  is  dueto  his  subjects.  <*  To  oonrinee/'  .exaropies  enough,  both  abroad  and  at  home, 

■ays  be,  **  our  friithfril  subjects  cf  Cfte  denre  tee  that  could  have  shewn  an  ancient  and  illustri- 

Cfitertom  not  to  rtcur  to  neio  impoMfions,  until  sus  descent.    But  Ihere  is  a  time,  when  men 

vre  have  first  exhausted  all  the  resources  which  will  not  suffer  bad  ^ngs  because  their  ancea- 

order  and  csconomy  can  possibly  supply,"  tors  have  suffered  worse.     There  is  a  time, 

&c.  &C.  ^shen  the  luary  head  of  inveterate  abuse  will 

Theae  deaifes  of  die  peopte  of  En^d  tietther  dnw  revereaoe,  nor  obtain  protection. 


880  SPESCH  ON  (ECONOMICiUL  REFORM. 

If  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband  pleads  ble,  not  by  the  Tirulence  of  their  own  quali^j 

'*  not  guilty"  to  the  charges  brought  against  but  by  the  unapt  and  violent  nature  of  Ao 

the  present  system  of  public  oeconomy,  it  is  remedies.    A  great  part,   therefore,  of  my 

not  possible  to  give  a  fair  verdict  by  which  he  idea  of  reform,  is  meant  to  operate  gradual^; 

will  not  stand  acquitted.     But  pleading  is  not  some  benefits  will  come  at  a  nearer,  some  at 

our  present  business.    His  plea  or  his  traverse  a  more  remote  period.     We  roust  no  more 

may  be  allowed  as  an  answer  to  a  charge,  make  haste  to  be  rich  by  parsimony,  than  by 

when  a  charge  is  made.    But  if  he  puts  him-  intemperate  acquisition. 

self  in  the  way  to  obstruct  reformation,  then  In  my  (pinion,  it  is  our  duty  when  we  have 

the  faults  of  his  office  instantly  become  his  the  desires  of  the  people  befcH^  us,  to  pursue 

own.    Instead  <^  a  public  officer  in  an  abusive  them,  not  in  the  spirit  of  literal  obedience, 

department,  whose  province  is  an  object  to  which  may  militate  with  their  very  principle, 

be  regulated,  he  becomes  a  criminal  who  is  to  much  less  to  treat  them  with  a  peevish  and 

be  punished.    I  do  most  seriously  put  it  to  contentious  litigation,  as  if  we  were  adverse 

administration,  to  consider  the  wisdom  of  a  parties  in  a  suit.    It  would.  Sir,  be  most  dis- 

timely  refcnin.     Early  reformations  are  ami-  honourable  for  a  faithful  representative  of  the 

cable  arrangements  with  a  friend  in  power ;  conunons,  to  take  advantage  of  any  ioartifi- 

late  reformations  are  terms  imposed  upon  a  cial  expression  of  the  people^s   wishes,  in 

conquered  enemy :  early  reformations  are  made  order  to  frustrate  their  attainment  of  what 

in  cod  blood ;  late  reformations  are  made  un-  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  e^qpect    We 

der  a  state  of  inflammation.     In  that  state  are  under  infinite  obligations  to  our  constitu- 

of  things  the  people   behold  in  government  ents,  who  have  raised  us  to  so  distinguished  a 

nothing  that   is  respectable.     They  see  the  trust,  and  have  imparted  such  a  degree  of 

abuse,  and  they  will  see  nothing  else^They  sanctity  to  common  characters.     We  ought  to 

fiill  into  the  temper  of  a  furious  p(^ulace  pro-  walk  before  them  with  puri^,  plainness,  and 

voked  at  the  disorder  (^  a  house  of  ill  &me ;  integrity  of  heart ;  with  filial  love,  and  not 

they  never  attempt  to   correct  or  regulate ;  with  slavish  fear,  which  is  always  a  low  and 

they  go  to  work  by  the  shortest  way — They  tricking  thing.    For  my  own  part,  in  what  I 

thnie  the  nuisance,  they  pull  down  the  house,  have  meditated  upon  that  subject,  I  cannot 

This  is  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  true  indeed  take  upon  me  to  say  I  have  the  honour 

interest  of  government.    But  as  it  is  the  inte-  to  foUow  the  sense  of  the  people.    The  truth 

rest  of  government  that  reformation  should  be  is,  /  md  it  on  the  wca/j  while  I  was  pursuing 

rarly,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  people  that  it  their  interest  according  to  my  own  ideas.    I 

should  be  temperate.    It  is  their  interest,  be-  am  happy  beyond  expression  to  find  that  my 

cause  a  temperate  reform  is  permanent ;  and  intentions  have  so  far  coincided  with  theirs, 

because  it  has  a  principle  of  growth.    When-  that  I  have  not  had  cause  to  be  in  the  least 

ever  we  improve,  it  is  right  to  leave  room  for  scrupulous  to  sign  their  petition,  conceiving  it 

a  further  improvement.  It  is  right  to  consider,  to  express  my  own  opinions,   as  neaify  as 

to  look  about  us,  to  examine  the  effect  of  what  genend  terms  can  express  the  object  of  par* 

we  have  done.'— Then  we  can  proceed  with  ticular  arrangements. 

Confidence,  because  we  can  proceed  with  in-  I  am  therefore  satisfied  to  act  as  a  &ir  me- 

(elligence.    Whereas  in  hot  reformations,  in  diator  between  government  and  the  people, 

what  men,  more  zeak>us  than  considerate,  call  endeavouring  to  forma  plan  which  should  have 

making  dear  toor/c,  the  whole  is  generally  so  both  an  early  and  a  temperate  operation.    I 

crude,  so  harsh,  so  indigested;  mixed  with  so  mean,  that  it  should  be  substantial;  that  it 

much  imprudence,  and  so  much  injustice ;  so  should  be  systematic.    That  it  should  rather 

contrary  to  the  whole  course  of  human  nature,  strike  at  the  first  cause  of  prodigality  and  cor- 

and  human  institutions,  that  the  very  people  rupt  influence,  than  attempt  to  follow  them  in 

who  are  most  eager  for  it,  are  amcnig  the  first  all  their  effects. 

to  grow  disgusted  at  what  they  have  done.  It  was  to  fulfil  the  first  of  these  objects  (the 
Then  some  part  of  the  abdicated  grievance  proposal  of  something  substantial)  that  I  found 
is  called  from  its  exile  in  order  to  bec<Hne  a  myself  obliged,  at  the  outset,  to  reject  a  plan 
corrective  of  the  correction.  Then  the  abuse  proposed  by  an  honourable  and  attentive  mem- 
Msumes  all  the  credit  and  popularity  of  a  re-  ber*  of  parliament,  with  very  good  intentions 
form.  The  very  idea  of  purity  and  disinte*  on  his  part,  about  a  year  or  two  ago.  Sir,  the 
testedness  in  politics  falls  into  disrepute,  and  plan  I  speak  o£  was  the  tax  of  25  per  cent 
Is  considered  as  a  vision  of  hot  and  inexperi- 
enced men ;  and  thus  disorders  become  incura^  *  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.  member  for  Litchfield. 


l^EECH  ON  <£CON0MICAL  REFORM.  3S1 

Aoted  upon  pdaces  and  pensions  during  the  by  an  injudicious  tax.    Such  has  been  the 

continuance  <i£  the  American  war.— NoUiing,  effect  of  the  taxes  hitherto  laid  on  pensions 

Sir,  could  have  met  my  ideas  more  than  such  and  employments,  and  it  is  no  encouragement 

•  tax  if  it  was  considOTed  as  a  practical  satire  to  recur  again  to  the  same  expedient, 

tn  that  war,  and  as  a  penalty  upon  those  who  In  eflfect,  such  a  scheme  is  not  calculated  to 

4ed  us  into  it ;  but  in  any  other  view  it  appear-  produce,  but  to  prevent,  reformation.    It  holds 

■ed  to  me  very  liable  to  objections.  I  considered  out  a  shadow  of  present  gain  to  a  needy  and 

the  scheme  as  neither  substantial,  nor  peraia-  necessitous  public,  to  divert   their  attention 

Mnt,  nor  systematical,  nor  likely  to  be  a -cor-  fi-om  those  abuses,  which  in  reality  are  the 

rective   of  evil  influence.     I    have    always  great  causes  of  their  wants.    It  is  a  composi- 

thought  employments  a  very  proper  subject  of  tion  to  stay  inquiry ;  it  is  a  fine  paid  by  mis* 

regulation,  but  a  very  ill-chosen  subject  for  a  management,  £>r  the  renewal  of  its  lease. 

tax.    An  equal  tax  upon  property  is  reason-  What  is  worse,  it  is  a  fine  paid  by  industry 

able ;  because  the  object  is  of  the  same  quality  and  merit,  £ot  an  indemnity  to  the  idle  and  the 

throii^out.     The  species  is  the  same,  it  di^  worthless.    But  I  shall  say  no  more  upon  this 

iers  only  in  its  quantity:  but  a  tax  upon  sala-  topic,  because  (whatever  may  be  given  out  to 

ries  is  totally  of  a  different  nature ;  there  can  the  contraiy)  I  know  that  the  noble  lord  in  the 

be  no  equality,  and  consequently  no  justice,  in  blue  riband  perfectly  agrees  with  me  in  these 

taxing  thera  by  the  hundred,  in  ^e  gross.  sentiments. 

We  have.  Sir,  on  our  establishment,  several  After  all  that  I  have  said  on  this  subject,  I 

offices  which  perform  real  service— We  have  <am  so  s^wible,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  try  every 

also  places  that  provide  large  rewards  for  no  thing  which  may  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the 

•ervice  at  all.    We  have  stations  which  are  nation,  that  I  do  not  attempt  wholly  to  repro- 

nade  for  the  public  decorum ;  made  lor  pre-  bate  the  idea  even  of  a  tax.    Whenever,  Sir, 

-serving  die  grace   and  majesty  of  a  great  the  incumbrance  of  useless  office  (which  lies 

people — ^We  have  likewise  expensive  formali-  no  less  a  dead  weight  up<ni  the  service  ci  the 

ties,  which  tend  rather  to  the  disgrace  than  state,  than  upon  its  revenues)  shall  be  re- 

^e  omament  of  the  state  and  the  court.  This,  moved ; — when  the  remaining  offices  shall  be 

Sir,  is  the  real  ccHidition  of  our  establishments,  classed  according  to  the  just  propcnrtion   of 

To  fall  with  the  same  severity  on  objects  so  their  rewards  and  services,  so  as  to  admit  the 

perfectly  dissimilar,  is  the  very  reverse  of  a  application  of  an  equal  rule  to  their  taxaticm ; 

Teforinatiwi.    I  mean  a  reformation  framed,  as  when  the  discretionary  power  over  the  civil 

nil  serious  things  ought  to  be,   in  number,  list  cash  shall  be  so  regulated,  that  a  minister 

weight  and  measure. — Suppose,  foe  instance,  shall  no  longer  have  the  means  of  repaying 

Ihat  two  men  receive  a  salary  of  800/.  a  year  with  a  private,  what  is  taken  by  a  public  hand 

cadi. — In  the  office  of  one  there  is  nothing  at  — if  aAer  all  these  preliminary  regulations,  it 

«n  to  be  done;  in  the  other,  the  occupier  is  should  be  thought  that  a  tax  on  places  is  an 

oppressed  by  its  duties. — Strike  off  twenty-  object  worthy  S[  the  public  attention,  I  shall 

five  per  cent,  from  these  two  offices,  you  take  be  very  ready  to  lend  my  band  to  a  reduction 

firom  one  man  2002.  which  in  justice  he  ought  of  their  emoluments. 

to  have,  and  you  give  in  effect  to  the  other  Having  thus,  Sir,  not  so  much  absolutely  re- 

0002.  which  he  ought  not  to  receive.    The  jected,  as  postponed,  the  plan  of  a  taxation  of 

public  robs  the  foAner,  and  the  latter  robs  the  office, — my  next  business  was  to  find  something 

public ;  and  this  mode  of  mutual  robbery  is  which  might  be  really  substantial  and  effectual. 

die  only  way  in  which  the  office  and  the  pub-  I  am  quite  clear,  that  if  we  do  not  goto  the  very 

lie  can  make  up  their  accounts.  origin,  and  first  ruling  cause  of  grievances, 

But  the  balance  in  setding  the  account  of  we  do  nothing.  Wliat  does  it  signify  to  turn 
diis  double  injustice,  is  much  against  the  state,  abuses  out  of  one  door,  if  we  are  to  let  them  in 
The  result  is  short.  Tou  purchase  a  saving  at  another?  What  does  it  signify  to  promote 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  by  a  profusion  of  six.  ceconomy  upon  a  measure,  and  to  suffer  it  to 
Besides,  Sir,  whilst  you  leave  a  supply  of  un-  be  subverted  in  the  principle?  Our  ministers 
■ecured  money  behind,  wholly  at  the  discretion  are  far  from  being  wholly  to  blame  for  the  pro- 
of ministers,  they  make  up  the  tax  to  such  sent  ill  order  which  prevails.  Whilst  insdtu- 
places  as  they  wish  to  favour,  or  in  such  new  tions  directly  repugnant  to  good  management, 
places  as  they  may  choose  to  create.  Thus  are  suffered  to  remain,  no  effectual  <Nr  lasting 
die  civil  liat  becomes  oppressed  with  debt ;  reform  can  be  introduced. 
■nd  the  public  is  oUiged  to  repay,  and  to  re-  I  therefore  thought  it  necessary,  as  soon  as 
^mj  widi  an  heavy  interest,  what  it  has  taken  I  conceived  thoughts  of  submitting  to  yon 
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some  plan  of  reform,  to  take  a  comprehensiTe 
view  of  the  state  of  this  country ;  to  make  a 
sort  of  survey  of  its  jurisdictions,  its  estates^ 
and  its  establishments.  Something  in  every 
one  of  them  seemed  to  me  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  all  GBConomy  in  their  administration,  and 
prevented  every  possibility  of  methodizing  the 
system.  But  being,  as  I  ought  to  be  doubtful 
of  myself,  I  was  r^K)lved  not  to  proceed  in  an 
(orbUrary  manner  in  any  particular  which 
tended  to  change  the  settled  state  of  things,  or 
in  any  degree  to  affect  the  fortune  or  situation, 
the  interest  or  the  importance,  of  any  indivi- 
dual. By  an  arbitrary  proceeding,  I  mean 
one  conducted  by  the  private  opinions,  tastes, 
or  feelings,  of  the  man  who  attempts  to  regu- 
late. These  private  measures  are  not  stan- 
dards of  the  ezdiequer,  nor  balances  of  the 
sanctuary.  General  principles  cannot  be  de- 
bauched or  corrupted  by  interest  or  caprice; 
and  by  those  principles  I  viras  resolved  to 
work. 

Sir,  bdbre  I  proceed  further,  I  will  lay  these 
principles  fairly  before  you,  that  aftervrards 
you  may  be  in  a  condition  to  judge  whether 
every  object  of  regulation,  as  I  propose  it, 
comes  fairly  under  its  rule.     This  will  ex- 
ceedingly shortoi  all  discussion  between  us, 
if  we  are  perfectly  in  earnest  in  establwhing  a 
system  o£  good  management.    I  therefore  lay 
down  to  myself  seven  fundamental  rules;  they 
might  indeed  be  reduced  to  two  or  three  sim- 
ple maxims,  but  they  would  be  too  general,  and 
their  applicatioo  to  the  several  beads  of  the 
business  before  us,  would  not  be  so  distinct 
and  visiUe.    I  conceive,  then. 
Firsts  That  all  jurisdictions  which  furnish  naore 
matter  <^  expense,  more  temptations  to  op- 
pression, or  more  means  and  instruments  of 
corrupt  influence,  than  advantage  to  justice 
or  pditical  administration,  ought  to  be  abo- 
lished. 
Secondly,  That  all  puUic  estates  vdiich  are 
more  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  vexing, 
overawing,  and  influencing  those  who  hdd 
under  them,  and  to  the  jcxpeose  ^  percep- 
tion and  managemoDt,  than  <^  benefit  to  the 
revenue,  ought,  up<»  every  |Mrinciple,  both 
of  revenue  and  of  fi-eedom,  to  be  di^iosed 
of. 
Thirdly f  That  all  oflices  which  bring  more 
charge  than  proportional  advantage  to  the 
state;   that  all  oflices  which  may  be  en- 
grafted on  others,  uniting  and  simplifying 
their  duties,  ought  in  the  first  case,  to  be 
taken  away ;  and  in  the  second,  to  be  con- 
solidated. 
/W<%,  That  all  such  offices  ought  to  be 


abolished,  as  obstmct  the  prospect  «f  tke 
general  supmntendant  c^  finanee ;  wfaieh 
destroys  his  superintmidancy,  vi^iich  disiUe 
him  fi^  foreseeing  and  (nroviding  for  charges 
as  they  may  occur ;  fh>m  preventing  expeoee 
in  its  (xigin,  checking  it  in  its  progress, « 
securing  its  application  to  its  proper  pui^ 
poses.    A  minister,  under  whom  expenses 
can  be  made  without  his  knowledge,  can 
never  say  what  it  is  that  he  can'  spend,  or 
what  it  is  that  he  can  save. 
Fifihly)  That  it  is  propor  to  establish  an  is- 
variable  order  in  aU  payments ;  which  wfll 
prevent  partiality;  wludi  will  give  prefe- 
rence to  services,  not  according  to  the  im> 
portunity  of  the  demandant,  but  the  ruk 
and  order  of  their  utility  or  their  justice. 
Siwlhlyf  That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every  esta- 
bliriimoit,  and  every  part  of  an  estab&h- 
ment  (as  nearly  as  possible)  to  certamty, 
the  life  of  all  order  and  good  managemeirt. 
Seventhly  f  That  aU  sidMrdnate  treasuries,  as 
the  nurseries  of  mismanagement,  and  as 
naturally  drawing  to  themselves  as  miioh 
money  as  they  can,  keeping  it  as  long  as  th^ 
can,  and  accounting  for  it  as  late  as  they 
can,  ought  to  be  dusolved.    They  have  a 
tendency  to  perplex  and  dirtraet  the  pidilic 
accounts,  and  to  excite  a  sui^cion  of  ge- 
vemmeirt  even  beyond  the  exteai  of  their 
abuse. 

Under  tJb^  authority  and  with  the  guidanoe 
of  those  principles,  J  proceed;  wislung  that 
nothing  in  any  estaWishment  may  be  changed, 
where  I  am  not  able  to  make  a  atrtKOg,  direct, 
and  solid  application  (^  those  priadpLes,  or  of 
some  one  of  them.  An  oeconomioal  ooostitu- 
tion  is  a  necessary  basis  fiur  an  oBoonomical 
aikninistration. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  aeivereign  jurisdie' 
HoBa,  I  must  observe,  Sir,  that  "whoever  takes 
a  view  of  this  kingdom  in  a  cursory  manner, 
will  imagine,  that  he  beholds  a  solid,  oon- 
pacted,  uniform  ^tem  of  monarchy ;  in  which 
aU  inferiour  junsdictions  are  but  as  rays 
diverging  from  one  centre.  But  on  examining 
it  more  neadiy,  you  find  mu«^  eccentrioity  and 
confusion.  It  is  not  a  monarchy  in  strictness. 
But,  as  in  the  Saxon  times  thu  country  was 
an  heptarchy,  it  is  now  a  strange  sort  of  jwa- 
toarehf.  It  is  divided  into  five  several  disUnct 
principalities,  besides  the  aupreme.  There 
is  indeed  this  diSerenoe  from  the  Sazoo  times, 
that  as  in  the  itinerant  exhibitions  of  the  stage, 
for  want  of  a  complete  con^wuiy,  they  are 
obliged  to  throw  a  variety  of  parts  on  their 
chief  performer ;  ao  our  sovereign  con^eeoencb 
himself  to  act  not  on  the  principal  but  all  the 
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Hbordimte  pvrti  m  the  plaj.    H«  condes-  Probert,  a  kni|rIit-«iTaiiC,  tkibbed  hf  Iht  mMe 

eeads  to  dissqMte  the  royal  cfaaracter,  and  to  lord  in  the  Uae  riband,  and  aeot  to  saaidi  &r 

trifle  with  those  light  mibonlinate  laoqaered  revemies  and  adventures  upon  the  motintaias 

wctftnB  in  those  handi  that  sustain  the  ball,  of  Wales.    The  commission  is  remarkable ; 

representing  the  world,  or  tidiich  wield  die  and  the  efent  not  less  so.    The  commission 

trudent  that  commands  the  ocean.    Gross  a  sets  forth,  that  "  Upon  a  report  of  the  deputy 

brook,  and  you  lose  the  king  of  England ;  but  ^mdiior  (fer  there  is  a  deputy  auditor)  of  the 

you  have  some  oomfiirt  in  oomk^  again  under  principality  of  Wales,  it  appeared,  thai  his 

his  majesty,  though  **  shorn  of  his  beams,*'  maiesty's  land  revenues  in  the  said  principa- 

and  no  more  than  prince  of  Wales.     Go  to  Uty,  aregreadifdinmti^iedf* — and  "  that  upon 

the  north,  and  you  find  hnn  dwmdled  to  a  a  r<$wrt  of  the  avruq^^iefiereil  of  his  majesty's 

duke  of  L4UEacaster ;  turn  to  ihe  west  of  that  land  revenues,  upon  a  tuemotid  xj£  the  auditor 

■orth,  and  he  pops  upon  you  in  the  humble  t)f  his  majesty's  iwvenues  witian  ike  said  j»rm- 

charaeter  of  earl  of  Chester.    Travel  a  few  o^mi^,  that  his  mines  and  ibrests  have  pra- 

nniles  oai,  the  eari  of  Chester  disappears ;  and  duced  very  Uttlepnifit  either  to  the  jfubHc  revenue 

the  king  surprises  you  again  as  count  palatine  sr  to  individucU$ ;"— 4Uid  tfaerelbre  they  appoint 

of  LaMasler.     If  yen  travel  beyond  Mount  Mr.  Probert,  with  a  pension  of  three  hundred 

Edgecondk,  yoa  fiad  hun  once  more  ia  his  potmds  a  year  from  die  said  prmoipality,  to 

iacognito,  and  he  is  duke  of  Cornwall.    So  iry  whether  he  can  make  any  thing  more  of 

that,  quite  fatigued  and  satiated  with  this  dull  that  very  Uttk  which  is  stated  to  he  so  gready 

variety,  yon  are  infinity  refreshed  wh^  you  diminished.    ''  A  heggariy  aecomnt  of  empty 

reason  to  the  sphere  of  his  proper  splendour,  ftoases."    And  yet.  Sir ^  you  will  remark— ihat 

and  behold  your  amiaMe  sovereign  in  his  true,  this  diminution  from  littleness  (which  wnes 

simple,  mndisguised,  native  eharacter  of  ma-  obI^  to  prove  the  infinite  divisibility  of  matter) 

jesty.  was  not  iar  want  of  the  tender,  iati  <^icious 

In  every  one  of  these  five  principalities,  care  (as  we  see)  of  surveyors  general,  and 
duchies,  palatjnatea,  there  is  a  regular  esta-  -surveyors  particular ;  of  aiMiitOTS  and  defHity 
biisfaroeat  of  considerable  expoise,  and  most  auditors ;  not  for  want  <^  memorials,  and  re- 
doauneering  influence.  A«  his  majesty  sub-  monstrances,  and  rep<Mrts,  and  commissions, 
mits  to  appear  in  this  state  of  subordination  and  ooBstitutiaas,  and  inquisitions,  and  pen- 
to  himsdf,  his  Isyal  peers  and  faithful  com-  sions. 

mens  atUmd  his  royal  truisfbrmations;  and        Probert,  thus  armed  and  aoooutred — and 

are.  not  so  nice  as  to  refuse  to  niUde  at  those  paid,  proceeded  on  his  adventure;  but  he  was 

cmmlMi  of  emoluments,  which  console  their  no  sooner  arrived  on  the  confines  of  Wales, 

petty  metamovphoses.     Thus  every  one  of  than  all  Wales  was  in  arms  to  meet  him. 

those  principalities  has  the  apparatus  <^  a  That  nation  is  brave,  and  full  of  spirit.  Since 

kingdom,  far  the  jorisdictioa  over  a  few  pri-  the  invasicm  of  king  Edward,  and  the  massacre 

vate  estates ;  and  the  formality  and  charge  of  of  the  bards,  there  never  was  such  a  tmnult, 

the  exchequer  of  Grreat  Britkin,  iat  collecting  and  alarm,  and  uproar,  Ifarou^  the  region  of 

4ie  rents  of  a  ooontry  'squire.    Cornwall  is  Preitatyn.    Snowden  Aook  to  its  base ;  Coder 

the  best  of  them;  but  when  you  compare  tiie  Idris  was  loosened  from  its  foundations.    The 

charge  widi  the  receipt,  you  will  find  that  it  fiiry  of  litigious  war  blew  her  horn  cm  the  moun- 

fimuahes  no  exception  to  the  general  ruAe.  tams.    The  rocks  poured  down  their  goat- 

rhe  dudiy  and  csanty  palatine  of  Lancaster  herds,  and  the  deep  caverns  vomited  out  their 

do  not  yield,  as  I  bnw  reason  toi>elieve,  on  aainars.    Every  thuig  above  ground,  and  every 

an  average  ef  twenty  years,  foar  thousand  thing  aider  ground,  was  in  arsM. 
poonda  a  year,  dear  to  the  crown.     As  to        In  short,  Sir,  to  ali^from  my  Welsh  Pe- 

WaAea,  and  the  «eoBnty  palatine  efC/hester.,  I  gasus,  and  to  come  te  level  gsound ;  the  Preud? 

have  my   doubts,  whether   their  psoduotive  ChevaHer  l^rcAnxtt  went  i|o  look  four  vevenues 

escheqner  yields  any  relnms  at  all.    Yet  one  like  his  masters  upon  other  occasions ;  and 

may  say,  that  this  veseaue  is  snore  fiathfiiUy  like  his  masters,  he  found  rebellion.    But  we 

applied  to  its  ^urpsscs  than  any  of  the  sest ;  were  grown  cautions  hy  ^cperienoe.    A  civil 

aa  it  «aist  fcrihe  ssAe  purpose  ef  multiplying  war  of  paper  might  end  in  a  more  serious  war; 

afi^, and tflttending  inflwanee.  Hitnow  remonstrance  met  remonstrance,  and 

An  attempt  was  lately  made  to  improve  this  BieraxM-ial  was  opposed  to  memoriaL    The  wise 

branch  of  local  influence,  and  to  transfer  it  to  9ritons  thought  it  more  reasonable  that  the 

die  fhnd  of  general  corraptioa.    I  have  on  the  poor  wasted  decrepid  revenue  of  the  principa- 

it  behind  me,  the  constitution  <f  Mr.  John  lity,  should  die  a  natural  than  a  violent  death. 
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In  truth,  Sir,  the  attempt  waa  no  less  an  affront  of  rezing  others.    It  is  exceedingly  coobdod      i 

upon  the  understanding  of  that  respectable  for  men  to  contract  their  love  to  their  coimtiy,       ^ 

people,  than  it  was  an  attack  on  their  property,  into  an  attachment  to  its  pet^  subdivisioos; 

They  chose  rather  that  their  ancient  moss-  and  they  sometimes  even  cling  to  their  provin- 

grown  castles  should  moulder  into  decay,  under  cial  abuses,  as  if  they  were  franchises  and 

the  silent  touches  of  time,  and  the  slow  for-  local  privileges.  Accordingly,  in  places,  where 

mality  (/  an  oblivious  and  drowsy  exchequer,  there  is  much  of  this  kind  of  estate,  persons 

than  that  they  should  be  battered  down  all  at  will  be  always  found,  who  would  rather  trust 

once,  by  the  lively  efforts  of  a  pensioned  engi-  to  their  talents  in  recommending  themselves  to 

neer.    As  it  is  the  fortune  of  the  noble  lord,  power  for  the  renewal  of  their  interests,  than 

to  whom  the  auspices  of  tliis  campaign  be-  to    incumber  their  purses,   though  nerer  so 

longed,  frequently  to  provoke  resistance,  so  it  lightly,  in  order  to  transmit  independence  to 

is  his  rule  and  nature  to  yiekl  to  that  resistance  their  posterity.    It  is  a  great  mistake,  diat 

in  aU  caaes  vjhaJtaoevtr.    He  was  true  to  hinv-  the  desire  of  securing  property  is  universal 

self  on  this  occasion.   He  submitted  with  spirit  among  mankind.    Gaming  is  a  principle  inhe- 

to  the  spirited  remonstrances  of  the  Welsh,  rent  in  human  nature.    It  belcmgs  to  us  all.  I 

Mr.  Probert  gave  up  this  adventure,  and  keeps  would  therefore  Inreak  those  tables ;  I  w(M]id 

his  pension — and  so  ends  ''  the  famous  history  furnish  no  evil  occupation  for  that  spirit.  I 

of  the  revepue  adventures  of  the  bold  baron  would  make  every  man  look  every  where,  ex< 

North,  and  the  good  knight  Probert,  upon  the  cept  to  the  intrigue  d'a  court,  for  the  improve- 

mountains  of  Venodotia."  ment  of  his  circumstances,  or  the  security  of 

In  such  a  state  is  the  exchequer  of  Wales  at  his  fortune.    I  have  in  my  eye  a  very  strong 

present,  that  upon  the  report  d[  the  treasury  case  in  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  (which  lately 

itself,  its  littU  revenue  is  greatly  diminished ;  occupied  Westminster-hall,  and  the  house  of 

and  we  see  by  the  whole  of  this  strange  trans-  lords,)  as  my  voucher  for  many  of  these  refleo* 

action,  that  an  attempt  to  improve  it  produces  tions.'*' 

resistance ;  the^  resistance  produces  submis-  For  what  plausible  reason  are  these  princi- 

sion ;  and  the  whole  ends  in  pension.*  palities  suffered  to  exist  ?  When  a  government 

It  is  nearly  the  same  with  the  revenues  of  is  rendered  complex  (which  in  itself  is  no  desi- 

the  duchy  (/  Lancaster.     To  do  nothing  with  rable  thing)  it  ought  to  be  for  some  political 

them  is  extinction ;  to  improve  them  is  oppres-  end,  which  cannot  be  answered  otherwise, 

sion.    Indeed,  the  whole  of  the  estates  which  Subdivisions  in  government,  are  only  admis- 

support  these  minor  principalities,  is  made  sible  in  favour  of  the  dignity  of  inferiour  prin- 

up,  not  of  revenues  and  rents,  and  profitable  ces,  and  high  nobility ;  or  for  the  support  of 

fines,  but  of  claims,  of  pretensions,  ofvexa-  an  aristocratic  confederacy  under  s(Hne  head; 

tions,  of  litigations.    They  are  exchequers  of  or  for  the  conservation  of  the  franchises  of  the 

unfrequent  receipt,  and  constant  charge ;  a  people  in  some  privileged  province.    For  die 

system  of  finances  not  fit  for  an  oeconomist  two  former  of  these  ends,  such  are  the  subdi- 

who  would  be  rich ;  not  fit  for  a  prince  who  visicms  in  &vour  of  the  electoral  and  other 

would  govern  his    subjects  with  equity  and  princes  in  the  empire ;  for  the  latter  of  these 

justice.  purposes  are  the  jurisdiction  of  the  imperial 

It  is  not  only  between  prince  and  subject,  cities,  and  the  Hanse  towns.    For  the  latter 

that  these  mock  jurisdictions,  and  mimic  reve-  of  these  ends  are  also  the  countries  of  the 

nues  produce  great  mischief.     They   excite  States  [Pais  d^EtaU'\  and  certain  cities,  and 

among  the  people  a  spirit  of  informing,  and  orders  in  France.    These  are  all  regula^on 

delating;  a  spirit  of  supplanting  and  undermi-  with  an  object,  and  some  of  them  with  a  very 

ning  one  another.    So  that  many  in  such  cir-  good  object.    But  how  are  the  principles  of 

cumstances,  conceive  it  advantageous  to  them,  any  of  these  subdivisions  applicable  in  the  case 

rather  to  continue  subject  to  vexation  them-  before  us  ? 

selves,  than  to  give  up  the  means  and  chance  Do  they  answer  any  purpose  to  the  king? 

The  principality  of  Wales  was  given  by  patent 

♦  Here  Lord  North  shook  his  head,  and  told  to  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  on  the  ground  on 

those  who  sainear  him,  that  Mr.  Probert's  pen-  ^^j^^  j^  ^as  since  stood.— Lord  Coke  sasa- 

Bion  was  to  depend  on  his  success.     It  may  .      ,  "  "*"  •""""  **'™;        "* .  vvm^  «»g« 

be  so.    Mr.  Probert's  pension  was,  however,  no  Clously  observes  upon  it,  «  That  in  the  charter 
essential  part  of  the  question ;  nor  did  Mr.  B. 
care  whether  he  still  possessed  it  or  not.    His 

f)oint  was,  to  shew  the  ridicule  of  attempting  an  «  Case  of   Richard  Lee,   Esq.    appellant, 

mprovement  of  the  Welsh  revenue  under  its  against  Qeorge  Venables  liOrd  Vernon^respon- 

pi^esent  eetablishmenu  dentf  in  the  year  1770* 
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oTorMtiBg  die  Black  Prince  Edward  prince  of  four  thousand  pounda  a  year  at  best,  to  reoc 
Wales,  there  is  a  great  nufsUry — for  less  than  nuej  is  worth  forty  or  fifty  thousand  to  ii\fiuenee. 
an  estaleofinberitance,  so  ^rea/ a  prince  oni&2         The  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  the  county 
not  have,  and  an  absolute  state  of  inheritance  in  palatine  of  Lancaster,   answered,   I  admit, 
so  great  a  principality  as  Wales  (this  princi-  some  purpose  in  their  original  creation.   They 
palit^  being  so  dear  to  him)  he  sftouM  not  have;  tended  to  make  a  subject  imitate  a  prince, 
and  therefore  it  was  made,  sibi  et  heredibus  suis  When  Henry  the  Fourth  from  that  stair'  as- 
r^Ums  AngUoBj  that  by  his  decease,  or  attain-  cended  the  tlirone,  high-minded  as  he  was,  he 
iog  to  the  crown,  it  might  be  extinguished  in  was  not  willing  to  kick  away  the  ladder.    To 
the  crown."  prevent  that   principality  firom   being  eztin- 
For  the  sake  of  this  foolish  mystery,  of  what  guished  in  the  crown,  he  severed  it  by  act  of 
a  great  prince  cotdd  not  have  less,  and  should  parliament.    He  had  a  motive,  such  as  it  was; 
not  have  so  muehy  of  a  principaliQr  which  was  he  thought  his  title  to  the  crown  unsound,  and 
too  dear  to  be  given,  and  too  great  to  be  kept —  his  possession  insecure.    He  therefore  ma- 
and  for  no  other  cause  that  ever  I  could  find—  naged  a  retreat  in  his  duchy ;  which  Lord 
this  fixm  and  shadow  of  a  principality,  without  Coke  calls  (I  do  not  know  why)  par  multit 
any  substance,  has  been  maintained.    That  regms.    He  flattered  himself  that  it  was  prac- 
you  may  judge  in  this  instance  (and  it  serves  ticable  to  make  a  projecting  point  half  way 
for  the  rest)  of  the  difference  between  a  great  down,  to  break  his  fall  from  the  precipice  of 
and  a  little  oeconomy,  you  will  please  to  recol-  royalty ;  as  if  it  were  possible  for  one  who  had 
lect,  Sir,  that  Wales  may  be  about  the  tenth  lost  a  kingdom  to  keep  any  thing  else.    How- 
part  of  Elngland  in  size  and  population ;  and  ever,  it  is  evident  that  he  thought  so.    When 
certainly  not  a  hundredth  part  in  opulence.  Henry  the  FifUi,  united,  by  act  of  parliament, 
TweAro  judges  perform  the  whole  of  the  busi-  the  estates  of  his  mother  to  the  duchy,  he  had 
ness,  both  of  the  stationary  and  itinerant  jus-  the  same  predilection  with  his  father,  to  the 
tice  of  this  kingdom ;  but  for  Wales  there  are  root  of  his  family  honours,  and  the  same  po- 
eight  judges.    There  is  in  Wales  an  exche-  licy   in  enlarging  the  sphere  of  a  possible 
quer,  as  well  as  in  all  the  duchies,  according  retreat  from  the  slippery  royalty  of  the  two 
to  the  very  best  and  most  authentic  absurdity  great  crowns  he  held.    All  this  was  changed 
of  form.     There  are  in  all  of  them,  a  hundred  by  Edward   the  Fourth.    He  had   no  such 
more  difficult  trifles  and  laborious  fooleries,  family  partialities,  and  his  policy  was  the 
which  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  keep  reverse  of  that  of  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Henry 
alive  corrupt  hope  and  servile  dependence.  the  Fiflh.    He  accordingly  again  united  the 
These  principalities  are  so  far  from  contri-  duchy  of  Lancaster  to  the  crown.    But  when 
buting  to  the  ease  of  the  king,  to  his  wealth,  Henry  the  Seventh,  who  chose  to  consider 
or  his  digni^,  that  they  render  both  his  supreme  himself  as  of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  came  to 
and  his  subordinate  authority,  perfectly  ridicu-  the  throne,  he  brought  with  him  the  old  pre- 
kns.    It  was  but  the  other  day,  that  that  pert,  tensions,  and  the  old  politics  of  that  house. 
Actions  fellow,  the  duke  of  Lanctister,  pre-  A  new  act  of  parliament,  a  second  time,  dis- 
sumed  to  fly  in  the  face  of  his  liege  lord,  our  severed   the   duchy  of  Lancaster   from   the 
gracious  sovereign ;  and  associating  with  a  par-  crown  ;  and  in  that  line  things  continued  until 
eel  of  lawyers  as  factious  as  himself,  to  the  the  subversion  of  the  monarchy,  when  princi- 
destruction  of  all  law  and  order,  antl  in  com-  palities  and  powers  fell  along  with  the  throne. 
mittees  leading  directly  to  rebdlum— presumed  The   duchy  of  Lancaster  must  have  been 
to  go  to  law  with  the  king.    The  object  is  extinguished,  if  Cromwell,  who  began  to  form 
neither  your  business,  nor  mine.    Which  of  ideas  of  aggrandizing  his  house,  and  raising 
the  parties  got  the  better,  I  really  forget.    I  the  several  branches  of  it,  had  not  caused  the 
think  it  was  (as  it  ought  to  be)  the  king.    The  duchy  to  be  again  separated  from  the  corn- 
material  point  is,  that  the  suit  cost  about  fif^  monwealth,  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of 
teen  thousand  pounds.    But  as  the  duke  of  those  times. 

Lancaster  is  but  a  sort  c£  duke  Humphrey^  and        What  partiality,  what  objects  of  the  politics 

not  worth  a  groat,  our  sovereign  was  obliged  of  the  house  of  Iiancaster,  or  of  Cromwell, 

to  pay  the  costs  of  both.    Indeed  this  art  of  has  his  present  majesty,  or  his  majesty's 

converting  a  great  monarch  into  a  little  prince,  family  ?    What  power  have  they  within  any 

this  royal  masquerading,  is  a  very  dangerous  of    these    principalities,    which    they   have 

and  expensive  amusement;  and  one  of  the  not  within  their  kingdom?    In  what  manner 

king's   mensft  plaisirs,   which   ought   to   be  is  the  dignity  of  the  nobility  concerned  in 

reformed.    This  duchy,  which  is  not  worth  these  principalities?    What  rights  have  the 
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•nhgeeto  tfiere,  irfnch  thcgr  liaYe  aot  at  Ifawt  Sir,  tha  home  wiU  now  •••  vfaelfaer,  in 

•etfwdfy  ID  efieiy  other  part  dt  the  notieik?  pnyingibr  jodgaMjiit  agauMtheiniiior  princi- 

TheaedistiiictioHeiiitftrBogoodeQdtothe  palkm,  i  do  not  act  in  eoiifi)niiity  to  the  Laws 

king,  to  die  nobility,  or  to  the  people.    They  that  I  hai  kid  to  nysdf,  of  getting  rid  of  every 

ought  not  to  «3flt  at  afl.     If  the  caown  juriBdictionmoiiesubservionttooppre98ionand 

{eoBtrwy  to  its  natare?  hut  OMMt  confonnaUy  eqienae,  than  to  9fxif  end  of  justice  or  honest 

to  the  mhnAt  tenourof  the  aidnce  that  baa  been  polioy ;  of  {iMMiing  offices  more  expensive 

latoly  given)  ^heaid  «o  fiur  forget  its  di^uty,  than  nsefid  ;  of  combining  duties  impcK^ierly 

•a  to  contend,  thai  these  jurisdictions  and  rere-  separated ;  of  (hanging  revenues  more  veza- 

nnes  are  estates  of  prtrate  property,  I  am  rather  tious  than  prodactive,  into  ready  money;  of 

for  acting  as  if  4iat  gronndleBS  claim  were  of  m^preasjing  offices  wluch  stand  in  the  way  of 

aeme  w«ight,  than  for  giving  up  that  essential  4BOoaaB^;  and  of  cutting  off  luiking  sabwdi- 

partof  thereikrm.    I  vrairid  value  the  dear  ia-  natatKeasunes.    DisfNite  the  rules ;  controvert 

«ome,  and  give  «  clear  amuity  to  the  croam,  the  i^jplioation ;  or  give  your  hands  to  this  sa- 

tidEen  on  a  medUna  produce  for  twenty  jrears.  hitary  measore. 

If  the  crown  has  any  fiurourite  name  or  tide.  Most  of  the  same  rules  win  be  found  appli- 

if  the  subject  has  any  matter  of  local  aooom-  cable  to  wof  second  ofagect--tfte&im2ed  estate  (^ 

modatien  within  any  of  these  jariadictions,  it  Me  erauai.    A  hinded  estate  is  certainly  the 

is  meant  to  preserve  them;  and  to  improve  very  worst  which  the  crown  can  possess.    All 

them,  if  any  improvement  can  be  suggested,  aainnte  and  dispersed  possessions,  possessions 

Astotheorvwn,  reiiersions  or  titles  npcAthe  "diat  aro  ofian  of  indeterminate  value,  and 

property  of  the  people  there,  it  is  proposed  to  which  raqniro  a  continued  personal  attendance, 

convert  them  from  a  snan  Id  their  indepen-  «re  of  a  nature  more  prq>erf(Nr  private  maoage- 

4lence,  into  a  relief  from  their  burthens.    I  ment,  tfaui  public  administration.    They  are 

propose,  tberef<Mre,  to  unite  all  the  five  firinci-  fitter  for  the  cara  of  a  fiugal  land  steward,  than 

palitiea  to  the  crown,  and  to  its  ordinary  juris-  of  an  office  in  the  state.    Whatever  they  may 

diotion,— toabohsh  nil  those  cffiees  that  produce  possibly  have  been  in  odier  times,  or  in  other 

an  useless  and  diargeaUe  separation  fiom  the  eountries,  they  are  not  of  magnitude  enough 

body  of  the  people,*^to  oonqMBsato  those  «^  wiA  gs^  to  occupy  a  public  department,  nor  to 

do  not  hold  .tiioir  x>ffioes  {if  any  such  thero  an)  pnmde  for  a  public  object.    They  are  already 

at  the  pleaauro  of  the  cronnny*«>iD  jQxtinguiflh  given  up  to  parliament,  and  ^e  gift  is  not  df 

veaalious  titles  by  «n  act  of  short  limitation,*^  groat  value.    Common  prudence  cUctates  even 

to  sell  those  uaprofitable  estates  which  euppiort  in  the  management  of  private  affaiiB,  that  aH 

meless  jurisdictiona,  and  to  turn  the  tenani-  diflpersed  and  chargeable  estates  should  be  sa- 

rigfat  into  a  fee,  on  such  OKidetate  tems  as  crificed  to  the  rcdief  «f  estates  moro  coa^fMct 

w^  better  for  the  state  than  its  .preaeat  right,  and  better  circumHianffld. 

and  which  it  is  imposaihle  for  any  ffatienal  fi'it  be  objected,  that  these  lands  at  present 

tenant  to  refuse.  would  sell  at  a  low  market ;  this  is  answered. 

As  to  the  duchies,  their  jHdioial  cBOonomy  byshewing  that  money  ii  at  abi|^  pace.   The 

may  be  provided  for  without  charge.    They  one  balances  the  other.    Lands  sell  at  the  cui^ 

hajre  only  to  fall  of  oourse  into  ^e  ceranMn  rent  rate,  and  nothing  can  sell  for  more.    Bat 

County  adkninistretiDn.    A  ccnHStssion  moro  be  the  price  v^t  itmay^  a  great  object  is  al- 

or  less  made  or  omitted,  settles  the  matter  fijlly.  ways  answered,  whenever  any  proper^  is 

As  to  Wales  it  has  hiaen  proposed  to  add  a  transferred  fixKn  hands  that  are  not  fit  for  that 

judge  to  the  seveEdi  oourts  df  WesUunste^  property,  to  those  that  are.    The  buyer  and 

hall;  and  it  has  been  considered  as  an  im-  seller  must  mutually  profit  by  such  a  bai^ain; 

provemoit  in  itself.    For  my  part,  I  cannot  and,  what  rarely  happens  in  roattors  of  revenue, 

fH^tend  to  speak  upon  it  vrilh  clearness  or  with  the  relief  of  the  sul^ect  will  go  hand  in  hand 

decision ;  but  oartainly  this  arrangement  would  with  the  profit  of  the  exchequer, 

be  more  than  sufficient  for  Wales.    My  <Nrigi-  As  to  the  fare^  Umdij  in  whidi  the  crotni 

nal  thoii^t  was  toaiqipiiess  five  of  the  eight  has  {whero  diey  are  not  granted  or  prescrip- 

judges;  and  to  leave  the  chief  justice  of  Ches-  tively  heU)  the  domimon  of  the  aoU^  and  the 

ter,  with  the  two  senior  judges  ;  and,  to  facili-  veri  and  vemaon ;  that  is  to  say,  the  timber  and 

tate  the  business,  to  throw  the  twelve  counties  the  game,  and  in  ^ich  the  people  have  a  va- 

iuto  six  districts,  holding  the  sessions  altei^  liety  of  rights,  in  common  of  herbage,  and 

oately  in  the  conntiesof  whicheach  disUict  shall  other  commons,  acoording  to  the  usage  of  the 

be  eomposed.    But  on  this  I  shall  be  moro  neveral  forests ;«— I  propose  to  have  thwo  righto 

4dear9  when  I  cone  to  thofWitiGular  bill.  of  the  crown  vahied  as  maaerial  nkta  «e0 
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valued  on  an  incloenire ;  and  a  defined  portion  touched  in  its  emoluments ;  they  are  yours 

of  land  to  be  given  for  them ;  which  land  is  to  by  law ;  and  they  are  but  a  moderate  part  of 

be  aold  tor  the  public  benefit.  the  oompensaticm  which  is  giyen  to  you  for 

As  to  the  timber,  I  propose  a  survey  of  the  the  abili^  with  which  you  execute  an  ofiice  of 

lihole.    What  is  useless  for  the  naval  purposes  quite  another  sort  of  importance ;  it  is  far 

of  the  kingdom,  I  would  condemn,  and  dispose  firom   over-paying  your  diligence ;  or   more 

of  for  the  secinity  of  what  may  be  useful ;  and  than  sufiicient  for  sustaining  the  high  rank 

to  iockise  such  other  parts  as  may  be  most  fit  you  stand  in,  as  the  first  gentleman  of  Eng- 

to  furnish  a  perpetual  supf^ ;  wholly  extin-  land.    As  to  the  duties  of  your  chief  justico- 

goiriiing  for  a  very  obvious  reason,  all  right  of  ship,  they  are  very  different  from  those  for 

wmiaon  in  those  parts.  which  you  have  received  the  ofiice.     Tour 

The  forest  righti  which  extend  over  the  dignity  is  too  high  for  a  jurisdiction  over  wild 

lands  and  possessions  of  others,  being  of  no  beasts ;  and  your  learning  and  talents  too  valu- 

profit  to  the  crown,  and  a  grieyance,  as  far  jis  it  able  to  be  wasted  as  chief  justice  of  a  desert. 

goes,  to  the  subject ;  these  I  propose  to  extin-  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  myself,  that  you,  Sir, 

guish  without  charge  to  the  prq>rietors.    The  iihoukl  be  stuck  up  as  an  useless  piece  of 

several  commons  are  to  be  allotted  and  com-  antiquity. 

peosated  for,  upon  ideas  which  I  shall  here-  I  have  now  disposed   of  the  unprofitable 

afi«r  explain.    They  are  nearly  the  same  with  landed  estates  of  the  crown,  and  thrown  them 

fhe  principles  upon  which  you  have  acted  in  into  the  mass  of  private  pro|)erty ;  by  which 

private  inclosures.    I  shall  never  quit  prece-  they  will  come,  through  die  course  of  circu- 

dents  where  I  find  them   applicable.     For  lation,  and  through  the  political  secretions  of 

tftose  regidaticms  and  compensations,  and  for  the  state,  into  our  bett^  understood  and  better 

every  otbsr  part  of  the  detail,  you  will  be  so  ordered  revenues. 

indalgent  as  to  give  me  credit  for  the  present.  I  come  next  to  the  great  supreme  body  of 
The  revenue  to  be  obtained  fi-om  the  sale  the  civil  government  itself;    I  approach  it  with 
of  the  forest  lands  and  rights,  will  not  be  so  that  awe  and  reverence  with  which  a  young 
considerable,  I  believe,  as  many  people  have  physician  approaches  to  the  cure  of  the  dis- 
inagined ;  and  I  conceive  it  would  be  unwise  orders  of  his  parent.     Disorders,  Sir,   and 
to  screw  it  up  to  the  utmost,  or  even  to  suffer  infirmities,  there  are — such  disorders,  that  all 
Udders  to  inhance,  according  to  their  eager-  attempts  towards  method,  prudence,  and  fin- 
Bess,  the  purchase  of  objects,  wherein  the  ex-  gality,  will  be  perfectly  vain,  whilst  a  system 
peose  of  that  purchase  may  weaken  the  capi-  of  confusion  remains,  which  is  not  only  alien, 
tal  to  be  empbyed  in  their  cultivation.    This,  but  adverse  to  all  csconomy ;  a  system,  which 
lam  well  aware,  might  give  room  for  partiality  is  not  only  prodigal  in  its  very  essence,  but 
in  the  disposaL    In  my  opinion  it  would  be  the  causes  every  thing  else  which  belongs  to  it  to 
lesser  ev^  of  the  two.    But  I  really  conceive,  be  prodigally  conducted, 
diat  a  rule  of  fair  preference  might  be  esta-  It  is  impossible,  Sir,  for  any  pers(»i  to  be  an 
bliahed,  which  would  take  away  all  s(Mt  of  unjust  OBConomist  where  no  order  in   payments  is 
and  corrupt  partiality.    The  principal  revenue  established ;  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be 
idiich  I  propose  to  draw  firom  these  unculti-  an  (economist,  who  is  not  able  to  take  a  com- 
vated  wastes,  is  to  spring  from  the  improve-  parative  view  of  his  means,  and  of  his  ex- 
ment  and  population  df  the  kingdom;   which  penses,  for  the  year  which  lies  before  him;  it 
never  can  happen,  without  producing  an  im-  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  an  ceconomist, 
prorement  more  advantageous  to  the  revenues  under  whom  various  ofiicers  in  their  several 
of  the  crown,  than  the  rents  of  the  best  landed  departments  may  spend, — even  just  what  they 
estate  which  it  can  hold.    I  believe.  Sir,  it  please, — and  often  with  an  emulation  of  ex- 
will  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  add,  that  in  pense,  as  contributing  to  the  importance,  if 
this  sale  I  naturally  except  all  the  houses,  gar-  not  profit,  of  their  several  departments.    Thus 
dens,  and  parks,  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  much  is  certain ;  that  neither  the  present,  nor 
tneh  one  forest  as  shall  be  chosen  by  his  ma>  any  other  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  has  been 
jesty,  as  best  accommodated  to  his  pleasures,  ever  able  to  take  a  survey,  or  to  make  even  a 
By  means  of  this  parted  the  reform,  will  tderable  guess,  of  the  expenses  of  government 
foil  the  expenaiye  office  <^  surveyor  general^  for  any  one  year ;  so  as  to  enable  him  with  the 
with  al  the  influence  that  attends  it.    By  this  least  degree  of  certainty,  or  even  probability,  to 
will  fall  two  chi^ju»tice»  in  Eyre,  with  all  their  bring  his  affairs  within  compass.    Whatever 
trftia  of  d^Modoits.    You  need  be  under  no  scheme  may  be  formed  upon  them,  must  be 
apprebMman,  Sir,  that  your  office  is  to  be  made  on  a  cakulation  of  chances.    As  thingi 
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are  ciicumstanced,  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  the  times,  has  been  increased.  Royalty  itsdf 
cannot  make  an  estimate.  I  am  sure  I  serve  has  insensibly  Mowed ;  and  the  royal  house- 
the  king,  and  I  am  sure  I  assist  administra-  hold  has  been  carried  away  by  the  resistless 
tion,  by  putting  ceconomy  at  least  in  their  tide  of  mannera :  but  wilh  this  very  msUerial 
power.  We  must  daaa  aervioes;  we  must  (as  difference ; — private  men  have  got  rid  of  the 
far  as  their  nature  admits)  apprapriaie  funds ;  establishments  along  with  die  reasons  of  them ; 
or  every  thing,  however  reformed,  will  fall  whereas  the  royal  household  has  lost  all  that 
again  into  the  dd  ccxifusion.  was  stately  and  venerable  in  the  antique  man- 
Coming  upon  this  ground  of  the  civil  list,  ners,  without  retrenching  any  thing  of  die 
the  first  Uiing  in  dignity  and  charge  that  at-  cumbrous  charge  of  a  Gothic  establishmeot. 
tracts  our  notice,  is  die  rcyd  hmutkold.  This  It  is  shrunk  into  the  polished  littleness  of 
establishment,  in  my  opinion,  is  exceedingly  modern  elegance  and  personal  accommodatioo  ,* 
abusive  in  its  constitution.  It  is  formed  upon  it  has  evaporated  from  the  gross  concrete,  into 
manners  and  customs  that  have  long  since  ex-  an  essence  and  rectified  spirit  of  expense, 
pired.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  formed,  in  many  where  you  have  tuns  of  ancient  pomp  in  a  vial 
respects,  u^^feiidalprinciplea.    In  the  feudal  of  modem  luxury. 

times,  it  was  not  uncommon,  even  am<Hig  sul^         But  when  the  reason  of  old  establishmeDts 

jects,  for  the  lowest  offices  to  be  held  by  con-  is  gone,  it  is  absurd  to  preserve  nothing  but  the 

siderable  persons ;  persons  as  unfit  by  their  burthen  of  them.    This  is  superstiUousIy  to 

incapacity,   as  improper  from  their  rank,  to  embalm  a  carcass  not  worth  an  ounce  of  the 

occupy  such  employments.    They  were  held  gums  that  are  used  to  preserve  it.    ItistotiurQ 

by  patent,  sometimes  for  Kfe,  and  sometimes  precious  oils  in  the  tomb ;  it  is  to  offer  meal 

by  inheritance.    If  my  memory  does  not  de-  and  drink  to  the  dead, — not  so  much  an  honour 

ceive  me,  a  person  of  no  slight  consideration  to  the  deceased,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  survivors, 

held  the  office  of  patent  hereditary  cook  to  an  Our  palaces  are  vast  inhospitable  halls.  There 

carl  of  Warwick — The   earl  of  Warwick's  the  bleak  winds,  there  "  Boreas,  and  Eurus, 

soups,  I  fear,  were  not  the  better  for  the  dig^  and   Caurus,  and  Argestes  loud,"   howling 

nity  of  his  kitchen.    I  think  it  was  an  earl  of  through  the  vacant  lobbies,  and  clattering  the 

Gloucester,  who  officiated  as  steward  of  the  doors  of  deserted  guard-rooms,  appal  the  ima- 

household  to  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury,  gination,  and  conjure  up  the  ^rim  spectres  of 

Instances  of  the  same  kind  may  in  some  de-  departed  tyrants — the  Saxon,  the  Norman, 

gree  be  found  in  the  Northumberland  house-  and  the  Dane ;  the  stem  Edwards  and  fierce 

book,  and  other  family  records.      There  was  Henries — who  stalk  from  desolation  ta  desola- 

some  reason  in  ancient  necessities,  for  these  tion,  through  the  dreary  vacui^,  and  meian- 

ancient  customs.     Protection  was   wanted  ;  choly  succession  of  chill  and  comfortless  cham- 

and  the  domestic  tie,  though  not  the  liighest,  bers.    When  this  tumult  subsides,  a  dead,  and 

was  the  closest.  still  more  frightful  silence  would  reign  in  this 

The  king's  household  has  not  only  several  desert,  if  every  now  and  then  the  tacking  of 

strong  traces  of  this  feudaUtyt  but  it  is  formed  hammers  did  not  announce,  that  those  coQ- 

also  upon  th3  principles  of  z.  body  corporate ;  stant  attendants  upon  all  courts  in  all  ages, 

it  has  its  own  magistrates,  courts,  and  by-laws.  Jobs,  were  still  alive ;  for  whose  sake  alone  it 

This  might  be  necessary  in  the    ancient  is,  that  any  trace  of  ancient  grandeur  is  sttf- 

times,  in  order  to  have  a  government  within  fered  to  remain.      These  palaces  are  a  true 

itself,  capable  d  regulating  the  vast  and  often  emblem  of  some  governments  ;  the  inhabitants 

unruly  multitude  which  composed  and  attended  are  decayed,  but  the  govemours  and  magis- 

it.     This  was  the  origin  of  the  ancient  court  trates  still  flourish.    They  put  me  in  mind  of 

called  the  Green  C/o(A— composed  of  the  mar-  Old  Sarum,  where  the  representatives,  more 

shal,  treasurer,  and  other  great  officers  of  the  in  number  than  the  constituents,  only  serve  to 

household,  with  certain  clerks.    The  rich  sub-  inform  us,  that  this  was  (Mice  a  place  of  trade, 

jects  of  the  kingdom,  who  had  formerly  the  and  sounding  with  "  the  busy  hum  of  men," 

same  establishments  (only  on  a  reduced  scale)  though  now  you  can  only  trace  the  streets  by 

have  since  altered  their  ceconomy ;  and  turned  the  colour  of  the  corn ;  and  its  sole  manufao- 

the  course  of  their  expense  from  the  mainte-  ture  is  in  members  of  parliament, 
nance  of  vast  establishments  within  their  walls.         These  old  establishments  were  formed  also 

to  the  employment  of  a  great  variety  of  inde-  on  a  third  principle,  still  more  adverse  to  the 

pendent  trades   abroad.     Their  influence  is  living  ceconomy  of  the  age.   They  were  formed^ 

lessened ;  but  a  mode  of  accommodation,  and  Sir,  on  the  principle  of  purvaf€moe,  and  reeefi 

a  style  of  splendour,  suited  to  the  manners  of  in  kind.    In  former  days,  when  the  hoasdioM 
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was  vast,  and  the  supply  scan^  and  preca-  into  the  service  dfany  prince,  with  more  clear 

rious,  the  royal  purveyors,  sallying  forth  from  integrity,  or  with  more  zeal  and  affection  for 

under  the  Gh)thic  portcullis,  to  purchase  pro-  the  interest  of  his  master ;  and  I  must  add, 

vision  with  power  and  prerogative,  instead  of  with  abilities  for  a  still  higher  service.    (Eco- 

money,  brought  home  tlie  plunder  of  a  hundred  nomy  was  then  announced  as  a  maxim  of  the 

markets,  and  all  that  could  be  seized  from  a  reign.    This  noble  lord,  therefore,  made  seve- 

flying  and  hiding  country,  and  deposited  their  ral  attempts  towards  a  reform.    In  the  year 

spoil  in  a  hundred  caverns,   with  each  its  1777,  when  the  king's  civil  list  debts  came  last 

keeper.    There,  every  commodity,  received  in  to  be  paid,  he  explained  very  fully  the  niceessof 

its  rawest  condition,  went  through  all  the  pro-  his  undertaking.    He  toki  the  house  of  lords, 

cess  which  fitted  it  for  use.    This  inconve-  that  he  had  attempted  to  reduce  the  charges  of 

nient  receipt  produced  an  csconomy  suited  the  king's  tables,  and  his  kitchen. — The  thing, 

only  to  itself.    It  multiplied  offices  beyond  all  Sir,  was  not  below  him.    He  knew  that  there  i« 

measure ;  buttery,  pantry,  and  all  that  rabble  nothing  interesting  in  the  concerns  o(  men, 

of  places,    which,  though   profitable   to  the  whom  we  love  and  honour,  diat  is  beneath  our 

holders,  and  expensive  to  the  state,  are  ahnost  attention.—^'  Love,'^  says  one  of  our  old  poets, 

too  mean  to  mention.  *'  esteems  no  office  mean ;"  and  with  still  more 

All  this  might  be,  and  I  believe  was,  neces-  spirit,  "  entire  affection  scometh  nicer  hands." 

sary  at  first ;  for  it  is  remarkable,  that  purvey^  Frugality,  Sir,  is  founded  on  the  principle,  that 

ofiee,  afler  its  regulation  had  been  the  subject  all  riches  have  limits.     A  royal  house^dd, 

of  a  long  line  of  statutes  (not  fewer,  I  think,  grown  enormous,  even  in  the  meanest  depcurt- 

tban  twenty-six)  was  wholly  taken  away  by  ments,  may  weaken  and  perhaps  destroy  all 

the  twelfth  of  Charles  the  Second ;  yet  in  the  energy  in  the  highest  offices  of  the  state.    The 

next  year  of  the  same  reign,  it  was  found  gorging  a  royal  kitchen  may  stint  and  famish 

necessary  to  revive  it  by  a  special  act  of  par-  the  negotiations  of  a  kingdom.    Therefore  the 

liament,  for  the  sake  of  the  king's  journies.  object  was  worthy  of  his,  was  worthy  of  any 

This,  Sir,  is  curious ;  and  what  would  hardly  man's  attention. 

be  expected  in  so  reduced  a  court  as  that  of  In  consequence  cS  this  noble  lord's  resolu- 

Charles  the  Second,  and  so  improved  a  countiy  tion,  (as  he  told  the  other  bouse)  he  reduced 

as  England  might  then  be  thought.    But  so  it  several  tables,  and  put  the  persons  entitled  to 

was.     In  our  time,  (me  well-filled  and  well  them  upon  board  wages,  much  to  their  own 

covered  stage-coach  requires  more  accommo-  satisfaction.    But  unluckily,  subsequent  duties 

dation  than  a  royal  progress ;  and  every  dis-  requiring  constant  attendance,  it  was  not  possi- 

trict,  at  an  hour's  warning,  can  supply  an  army,  ble  to  prevent  their  being  fed  where  they  were 

I  do  not  say.  Sir,  that  all  these  establish-  employed— and  thus  this  first  step  towards 

ments,   whose  principle  is  gone,  have   been  oeconomy  doubled  the  expense, 

systematically  kept  up  for  influence   solely:  There  was  another  disaster  far  more  doleful 

neglect  had  its  share.    But  this  I  am  sure  of,  than  this.    I  shaU  state  it,  as  the  cause  of  that 

that  a  consideration  of  influence  has  hindered  misfortune  lies  at  the  bottom  of  almost  aQ  our 

any  one  from  attempting  to  pull  them  down,  prodigality.    Lord  Talbot  attempted  to  reform 

For  the  purposes  of  influence,  and  for  those  the  kitchen ;  but  such,  as  he  well  observed,  is 

purposes  only,  are  retained  half  at  least  of  the  the  consequence  of  having  duty  done  by  one 

household    establishments.    No  revenue,  no,  person,  whilst  another  enjoys  the  emoluments, 

not  a  royal  revenue,  can  exist  under  the  ac-  that  he  found  himself  fixistrated  in  all  his  de- 

cumidated  charge  of  ancient  establishment,  signs.    On  that  rock  his  whole  adventure  split 

modem  luxury,  and  parliamentary    political  — ^His  whole  scheme  of  CDConomy  was  dashed 

oomiptioo.  to  pieces ;  his  department  became  more  expen- 

If  dierefore  we  aim  at  regulating  this  house-  gjve  than  ever ;-— the  civil  list  debt  accumulated 

hoW,  the  question  will  be,  whether  we  ought  to  — Why  1    It  was  truly  from  a  cause,  which, 

cBconomize  by  detot2,  or  by  prmdpk  ?     The  though  perfectly  adequate  to  the  effect,  one 

example  we  have  had  of  the  success  of  an  at-  would  not  have  instantly  guessed ; — ^It  was  be- 

tempt   to  (economize   by  detail,  and   under  cauae^etum^ntintheking*skikhenv>aaamem' 

establishments  adverse  to  the  attempt,  may  ^  of  parliament.*    The  king's  dcxnestic  ser- 

imd  to  decide  this  question.^  vants  were  all  undone ;  his  tradesmen  remained 

At  the  beginning  (jf  his  majesty's  reign,  Lord 
Talbot  came  to  the  adminisUration  of  a  great  ^  y,jg  ^ord  Talbot's  speech  In  Almon's  Par- 
department  in  the  household.     I  believe  no  Uamentary  Register,  vol.  vii.  p^  79,  of  the  pro- 
over  entered  into  his  majesty's  service,  or  ceedlngs  of  the  lords. 
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unpaid,  and  became   bankrupt — beeaute   iha  the  highetA  to  the  lowest  olgects ;  all  tranno' 

tumapU  of  Ihe  }dng*s  kitchen  too*  a  member  of  tions  are  got  so  much  iBtosjstem,  that  we  maj, 

ptarHament.    His  majesty's  slumbers  were  in-  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  tea  fiirthing  value, 

terru|Hed,  hiii  pillow  was  stuffed  with  thorns,  be  infonned  at  what  rate  any  service  may  be 

and  his  peace  of  mind  entirely  broken — bccauae  supplied.    No  dealing  is  exempt  from  the  poe- 

the  king*»  turnspk  vxu  a  member  of  parliament,  sibility  of  fraud.    But  by  a  contract  <xa  a  mat- 

The  judges  were  unpaid  ;   the  justice  of  the  ter  certain,  you  have  th»  advantage — yoa  are 

kingdom  bent  and  gave  way ;  the  foreign  minis-  sure  to  know  the  ubnoefC  earient  of  the  fraud  to 

ters  renmined  inactive  uid  unprovided ;   the  which  you  are  subject.    By  a  contract  with  a 

system  of  Europe  was  dissolved ;  the  chain  of  person  in  hU  own  trader  yoa  are  sure  you  shall 

our  alliances  was  broken ;  all  the  wheels  of  go-  not  suffer  by  want  ef  a^.    By  a  ihoH  contract 

▼emment  at  home  and  abroad  were  stopped —  you  are  sure  of  making  it  the  interegl  of  the 

beeaute  the  king*»  turnspit  wa»  a  member  of  contractor  to  exert  dial  skill  for  the  satis&otioD 

parliament,  of  his  employers. 

Such,  Sir,  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  and        I  mean  to  dentate  nothing  from  the  dilig«ice 

such  the  cause  of  that  situation,  when  his  ma^-  or  integrity  of  the  present,  or  of  any  former 

jesty  came  a  second  time  to  parliament,  to  board  of  green  cloth.  By  whatricillcanmeiBben 

desire  the  payment  of  thoee  debts  which  the  ofparliament  obtain  that  low  kind  of  province? 

employment  of  its  members  in  various  offices.  What  pleasure  can  they  have  in  the  execuUoa 

risible  and  invisible ,  had  occasioned.    I  believe  of  that  kind  of  duty  ?    And  if  they  shouU  neg- 

that  a  \ike  ftito  will  attend  every  attempt  at  leet  it,  how  does  it  affect  their  interest,  whM 

OBconomy  by  deCail,  imder  similar  circum-  we  know  that  it  is  their  vote  in  parliament,  and 

stances,  and  in  every  department.    A  complex  not  their  diligence  in  cookery  or  catering,  that 

operose  office  of  account  and  controul,  is,  in  recommends  them  to  their  office,  or  keeps 

itself,  and  even  if  members  of  parliament  had  them  in  it. 

nothing  to  do  with  it,  the  most  prodigal  of  all        I  therefore  propose,  that  the  king's  tables 

things.    The  most  audacious  robberies,  or  the  (to  whatever  number  of  taUes,  or  covob  to 

flotost  si4)tle  frauds,  woidd  never  venture  open  each,  he  shall  think  proper  to  command)  should 

sooh  a  waste,  as  an  over-careful,  detailed  guard  be  classed  by  the  steward  of  the  househoU,  and 

against  them  will  infallibly  produce.     In  our  should  be  contracted  (or,  accordmg  to  their 

establishments,  we  freqaentiy  see  an  office  of  rank,  by  the  head  or  eover ; — that  ffie  estimate 

account,  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  year  expense,  and  circumstance  of  the  contract  shoidd  be  ca^ 

and  another  office  of  an  equal  expense,  to  con-  ried  to  the  treasury  to  be  iq>proved ;  and  that 

troul  that  office,  and  the  whole  iq>on  a  matter  its  faitfiful  and  satis&ctory  performance  sfaooid 

that  is  not  worth  twenty  shillings.  be  reported  there  previous  to  any  payment; 

To  avoid,  therefore,  this  minute  care  which  that  there,  and  there  only,  should  the  payment 

produces  the  consequences  of  the  roost  exten-  be  made.    I  propose,  that  men  sbouM  be  coo* 

sive  neglect,  and  to  oblige  members  of  paiiia-  tracted  with  obIj  in  their  proper  trade;  and 

ment  to  attend  to  public  cares,  and  not  to  the  that  no  member  of  parliament  shoidd  be  capa* 

servile  offices  of  domestic  management,  I  pro-  ble  of  such  contract.    By  this  plan,  almost  al! 

pose,  Sir,  to  CBConomize  by  priruiple,  that  is,  I  the  bfinite  offices  under  the  kxxi  steward  ma/ 

propose  to  put  affairs  into  that  train  which  ex-  be  spared;  to  the  extreme  simplification, and 

perience  points  out  as  the  most  effectual,  from  to  the  far  better  execution  of  every  one  of  bis 

the  nature  of  things,  and  from  the  constitution  functions.    The  king  of  Pkussia  is  so  served. 

of  the  human  mind.    In  all  dealings  where  it  is  He  is  a  great  and  eminent  (though  indeed  a 

possible,  the  principles  of  radical  (economy  very  rare)  instance  of  the  possibility  of  unitinf 

prescribe  three  things ;  first,  undertaking  by  the  in  a  mind  of  vigour  and  compass,  an  attention 

great ;  secondly,  engaging  with  persons  of  skill  to  minute  objects,  with  the  lai^est  views,  and 

in  the  subject  matter ;  thirdly,  engaging  with  the  most  complicated  plans.    His  tablee  are 

those  who  shall  have  an  immediate  and  direct  served  by  contract,  and  by  the  bead.    Let  oe 

interest  in  the  proper  execution  of  the  business,  say,  that  no  prince  can  be  ashamed  to  imitate 

To  avoid  frittering  and  crumbling  down  the  the  king  of  Prussia ;  and  particularly  to  lew 

attention  by  a  blind  unsystematic  observance  in  his  school,  when  the  problem  is — *^  The  best 

of  every  trifle,  it  has  ever  been  found  the  best  manner  of  reconciling  the  state  of  a  court  n^ 

way  to  do  all  things  which  are  great  in  the  total  the  support  of  war  ?"    Other  courts,  I  m>de^ 

amount,  and  minute  in  the  component  parts,  stand,  have  followed  him  with  effect,  and  to 

by  Si  genaral  contract.    The  principles  of  trade  tiieu- satisfaction, 
have  so  pervaded  every  species  of  dealing,  from        The  same  clue  (^principle  kaiki  us  throogh 
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ttte  labyrinth  of  the  other  departments.  What,  ingham-house  was  reprised  by  a  bargain  with 
Sir,  is  there  in  the  office  of  the  great  toardrobe  the  public  ibr  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;— 
(which  has  the  care  of  the  king's  furniture)  and  the  small  house  at  Windsor  has  been,  if 
that  may  not  be  executed  by  the  lord  chamber^  I  mistake  not,  undertaken  since  that  account 
imn  kimadf?  He  has  an  honourable  appoint-  was  brought  before  us.  The  good  works  of 
ment ;  he  has  time  sufficient  to  attend  to  the  that  board  of  works,  are  as  carefully  concealed 
duty ;  and  he  has  the  vice  chamberlain  to  as-  as  other  good  works  ought  to  be ;  they  are  per- 
sist him.  Why  shouki  not  he  deal  also  by  fectly  invisible.  But  though  it  is  the  peiieo- 
coDtract,  for  all  things  belonging  to  this  office,  tion  of  charity  to  be  concealed,  it  is,  Sir,  the 
and  carry  his  estimates  first,  and  his  report  ci  property  and  glory  of  magnificence,  to  appear 
the  execution  in  its  prop«*  time,  for  payment,  and  stand  forward  to  the  eye. 
directly  to  the  board  of  treasury  itself?  By  a  That  board,  which  ought  to  be  a  concern  <^ 
simple  operati(Hi  (containing  in  it  a  treble  con-  builders,  and  such  like,  and  of  none  else,  is 
troul)  the  expenses  of  a  department,  which  for  turned  into  a  junto  of  members  of  parliament, 
naked  walls,  or  walls  hung  with  cobwebs,  has  That  office  too  has  a  treasury,  and  a  paymas- 
in  a  few  years  cost  the  crown  150;00(M.  may  ter  of  its  own ;  and  lest  the  arduous  affairs  of 
at  length  hope  for  regulation.  But,  Sir,  the  that  important  exchequer  should  be  too  fati- 
office  and  its  business  are  at  variance.  As  it  guing,  that  paymaster  has  a  deputy  to  partake 
stands,  it  serves  not  to  furnish  the  palace  with  his  profits,  and  relieve  his  cares.  I  do  not  be- 
lts hangings,  but  the  parliament  with  its  de-  lieve,  that  either  now  or  in  former  times,  the 
pendent  members.  chief  managers  of  that  board  have  made  any 

To  what  end.  Sir,  does  the  office  of  remo-  profit  of  its  abuse.    It  is,  however,  no  good 

ving  xDordrobe  serve  at  all  ?     Why  should  a  reason  that  an  abusive  establishment  shouki 

jewd  office  exist  for  the  sole  purpose  of  taxing  subsist,  because  it  is  of  as  little  private  as  of 

the  king*s  gifls  of  plate?    Its  object  falls  natu-  public  advantage.    But  this  establishment  has 

rally  within  the  ehamberkdrCs  province ;  and  the  grand  radical  fault,  the  original  sin,  that 

on^t  to  be  under  his  care   and  inspection  pervudes  and  perverts  all  our  establishments  ;~- 

wi^KHit  any  fee.    Why  should  an  office  of  the  the  apparatus  is  not  fitted  to  the  object,  nor  the 

robes  exist,  when  that  of  groom  qf  the  stole  workmen  to  the  work.    Expenses  are  incurred 

is  a  sinecure,  and  that  this  is  a  proper  object  on  the  private  opinion  of  an  inferiour  esta- 

oT his  department?  blishment,  without  consulting   the  principal; 

AO  these  incumbrances,  which  are  them-  who  can  alone  determine  the  proportion  which 

sehres  nuisances,  produce  otlier  incumbrances,  it  ought  to  bear  to  the  other  establishments 

and  other  nuisances.     For  die  payment  of  of  the  state,  in  the  order  of  their  relative  im- 

tbese  useless  establishments,  there  are  no  less  portance. 

tfian  three  ttadess  trauurers  ,*  two  to  hold  a  I  propose,  therefore,  along  with  the  rest,  to 

purse,  and  one  to  play  with  a  stick.    The  pull  down  this  whole  ill-contrived  scaffi>lding, 

treasurer  of  the  househokl  is  a  mere  name,  which  obstructs,  rather  than  forwards  our  pub- 

The  cofferer  and  the  treasurer  of  the  chamber  lie  works ;  to  take  away  its  treasury ;  to  put 

receive  and  pay  great  sums,  which  it  is  not  the  whole  into  the  hands  of  a  real  builder,  who 

at  all  necessary  titey  should  either  receive  or  shaU  not  be  a  member  of  parliament;  and  to 

pay.     An  the  proper  officers,  servants,  and  oblige  him,  by  a  previous  estimate  and  final 

tradesmen,  may  be  enrolled  in  their  several  payment,  to  appear  twice   at    the   treasury 

departments,  and  paid  in  proper  classes  and  b^ore  the  public  can  be  loaded.     The  king's 

times  with  great  simplicity  and  order,  at  the  gardens  are  to  come  under  a  similar  regulation, 

excheqaer,  and  by  direction  from  the  treasury.  The  mint,  though  not  a  department  of  the 

The  board  of  works,  which  in  the  seven  years  household,  has  the  same  vices.    It  is  a  great 

preceding  1777,  has  cost  towards  400,0002.  ;'*'  expense  to  the  nation,  chiefly  for  the  sake  of 

and  (if  I  recollect  rightly)  has  not  cost  less  in  members  of  parliament.    It  has  its  officers  of 

proportion  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign,  is  parade  and  dignity.     It  has  its  treasury  too. 

mider  the  very  same  description  of  all  the  It  is  a  sort  of  corporate  body ;  and  formerly 

other  ill-contrived  establishments,  and  calls  was  a  body  of  great  importance ;  as  much  so 

for  the  very  same  reform.    We  are  to  seek  on  the  then  scale  of  things,  and  the  then  order 

for  the  visible  signs  of  all  this  expense. — For  of  business,  as  the  bank  is  at  this  day.    It  wa7 

all  this  expense,  we  do  not  see  a  buiUling  of  the  the  great  centre  of  money  transactions  and 

size  and  importanceof  a  pigeon-house.    Buck-  remittances  for  our  own,  and  for  other  nations ; 

until  king  Charles  the  First,  among  other  arbi- 

♦  More  exactly  iB878,616.  lOs.  1 3-4d.  trary  projects,  dictated  by  despotic  necessity, 

Vol.  I  —19 
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made  it  withhold  the  mooey  that  lay  there  ibr  are  suppressed.    There  is  taken  away  the 

remittance.    That  blow  (and  happily  too)  the  whole  estaUuhmetU  ofd^aU  in  the  hoosehold; 

mint  never  recovered.    Now  it  is  no  bank ;  no  the  treasurer ; — the  comptroOer  (for  a  comptrol- 

remittance-shop.     The  mint,  Sir,  is  a  manw-  ler  is  hardly  necessary  where  there  is  no  trea* 

faOure^  and  it  is  nothing  else ;  and  it  ought  to  surer); — the  cofferer  of  the  houaehM  ,^— the  inn- 

be  undertaken  upon  the  principles  of  a  manu-  turer  of  the  chamber; — the  matier  of  the  ham- 

facture  ;  that  is,  for  the  best  and  cheapest  exe-  hold ; — the  whole  board  of  green  doth  ,^— and  a 

cution,  by  a  contract  upon  proper  securities,  vast  number  of  subordinate  offices  in  the 

and  under  proper  regulations.  department  of  the  atewerd  of  the  hoiuehold;— 

The  artillery  is  a  far  greater  object ;  it  is  a  the  whole  establishment  of  the  great  wardr 
military  concern;  but  having  an  affinity  and  robe ;-^ihe removing vxmirobe; — diejewdqffice; 
kindred  in  its  defects  with  the  establishments  — ^the  robes; — ^the  fcoord  q/* uxwfcs , -—almost  the 
I  am  now  speaking  of,  I  think  it  best  to  speak  whole  charge  of  the  eitnl  branch  of  the  boardcf 
of  it  along  with  them.    It  is,  I  conceive,  an  ordnance  are  taken  away.    All  these  arrange- 
establishment  not  well  suited  to  its  martial,  ments  together  will  be  found  to  relieve  the 
though  exceedingly  well  calculated  for  its  par-  nation  from  a  vast  weight  of  influence,  witb- 
liamentary  purposes. — Here  there  is  a  trea^  out  distressing,  but  rather  by  forwarding  every 
nay,  as  in  all  the  other  inferiour  departments  public  service.    When  something  of  this  kind 
(^government.    Here  the  military  is  subordi-  is  done,  then  the  public  may  begin  to  breathe, 
nate  to  the  civil,  and  the  naval  confounded  Under  other  governments,  a  question  ofex- 
with  the  land  service.    The  object  indeed  is  pense  is  only  a  question  of  oeconomy,  and  it  is 
much  the  same  in  both.    But  when  the  detail  nothing  more ;  with  us  in  every  question  of 
is  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  they  had  bet-  expense,  there  is  always  a  mixture  of  OMBti- 
ter  be  separated.    For  a  reform  of  this  office,  tutional  considerations. 
I  propose  to  restore  things  to  what  (all  consi-         It  is.  Sir,  because  I  wish  to  keep  this  busi- 
derations  taken  together)  is  their  natural  order ;  ness  of  subordinate  treasuries  as  much  as  I  can 
to  restore  them  to  their  just  pr(^ortion,  and  to  together,  that  I   brought   the  ordnanee-<i^ 
their  just  distribution.    I  propose,  in  this  mili-  before  you,  though  it  is  properly  a  military 
tary  concern,  to  render  the  civil  subordinate  to  department.    Fot  the  same  reascm  I  will  now 
the  military ;  and  this  will  amiihilale  the  grea-  trouble  you  with  my  thoughts  and  propositicns 
test  part  d[  the  expense,  and  all  the  influence  upon  two  of  the  greatest  tender  treasuriet,  I 
belonging  to  the  office.    I  pr(^>ose  to  send  the  mean  the  office  cf paymaster  of  the  kmdforca, 
military  branch  to  the  army,  and  the  naval  to  the  or  treasurer  of  the  army ;  and  that  of  the  Aim- 
admiralty  :  and  I  intend  to  perfect  and  accom-  surer  of  the  navy.    The  former  of  these  has- 
plish  the  whole  detail  (where  it  becomes  too  long  been  a  great  object  of  public  suspicion 
minute  and  complicated  for  legislature,  and  and  uneasiness.    Envy  too  has  had  Us  share 
requires  exact,  official,  military,  and  mecha-  in  the  oUoquy  which  is  cast  upon  this  office, 
nical  knowledge)  by  a  commissi(Hi  of  compe-  But  I  am  sure  that  it  has  no  share  at  all  in  the 
tent  officers  in  both  departments.    I  propose  reflections  I  shall  make  upon  it,  or  in  the 
to  execute  by  contract,  what  by  contract  can  be  reformations  that  I  shall  propose.    I  do  not 
executed ;  and  to  bring,  as  much  as  possible,  grudge  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  at 
all  estimates  to  be  previously  approved,  and  present  holds  the  office,  any  of  the  effects  of 
finally  to  be  paid  by  the  treasury.  his  talents,  his  merit  or  his  fortune.    He  is 

Thus,  by  following  the  course  of  nature,  and  respectable  in  all  these  particulars.  I  follow, 
not  the  purposes  of  politics,  or  the  accumulated  the  constitution  of  the  office  without  perse- 
patch- work  of  occasional  accommodation,  this  cuting  its  holder.  It  is  necessary  in  all  mat- 
vast  expensive  department  may  be  methodized ;  ters  of  public  complaint,  where  men  frequently 
its  service  proportioned  to  its  necessities,  and  feel  right  and  argue  vnrong,  to  separate  preju- 
its  payments  subjected  to  the  inspection  of  the  dice  from  reason ;  and  to  be  very  sure,  in 
superiour  minister  of  finance ;  who  is  to  judge  attempting  the  redress  of  a  grievance,  that  W9 
of  it  on  the  result  of  the  total  collective  exi-  hit  upon  its  real  seat,  ai^  its  true  nature, 
genciesofthe  state.  This  last  is  a  reigning  Where  there  is  an  abuse  in  office,  the  first 
principle  through  my  whole  plan ;  and  it  is  a  thing  that  occurs  in  heat  is  to  censure  the  offi* 
principle  which  I  hope  may  hereafler  be  ap-  cer.  Our  natural  disposition  leads  all  our 
plied  to  other  plans.  inquiries  rather  to  persons  than  to  things.  But 

By  these  regulations  taken  together-^esides  this  prejudice  is  to  be  corrected  by  maturer 

the  three  subordinate  treasuries  in  the  lesser  thinking, 
principalities,  five  other  subordinate  treasuries        Sir,  the  profits  of  the  pay-office  (as  an  of- 
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6ce)  are  not  too  great,  in  my  opinion,  for  its  quite  able  to  ascertain.    But  it  has  veiy  gene- 

daties,  and  for  the  rank  of  the  perscm  who  has  rally  prevailed,  though  I  am  told  that  of  late 

generally  held  it.     He  has  been  generally  a  they  have  began  to  relax  from  it.    In  conse- 

perscm  of  the  highest  rank ;  that  is  to  say,  a  quence  of  forms  adverse  to  substantial  account, 

person  of  eminence  and  consideration  in  this  we  have  a  long  succession  of  paymasters  and 

house.    The  great  and  the  invidious  profits  of  their  representatives,  who  have  never  been  ad^ 

tike  pay-office  are  from  the  bank  that  is  held  in  mitted  to  account,  although  perfectly  ready  to 

iL     According  to  the  present  course  of  the  do  so. 

office,  and  according  to  the  present  mode  of  As  the  extent  of  our  wars  has  scattered  the 
accounting  there,  this  bank  must  necessarily  accountants  under  the  paymaster  into  every 
exist  somewhere.  Money  is  a  productive  thing ;  part  of  the  globe,  the  grand  and  sure  payma»- 
and  when  the  usual  time  of  its  demand  can  be  ter.  Death,  in  all  his  shapes,  calls  these  ao- 
tolerably  calculated,  it  may,  with  prudence,  be  countants  to  another  reckoning.  Death,  indeed, 
safely  laid  out  to  the  profit  of  the  holder.    It  is  domineers  over  every  thing,  but  the  forms  of 
oo  this  calculati(»i  that  the  business  of  banking  the  exchequer.    Over  these  he  has  no  power. 
proceeds.    But  no  profit  can  be  derived  from  They  are  impassive  and  immortal    The  audit 
the  use  of  money,  which  does  not  make  it  the  of  the  exchequer,  more  severe  than  the  audit 
interest  of  the  holder  to  delay  his  account.  The  to  which  the  accountants  are  gone,  demands 
process  of  the  exchequer  colludes  with  this  in-  proof  which  in  the  nature  of  things  are  difficult, 
terest.     Is  this  collusion  from  its   want  of  sometimes  impossible  to  be  had.    In  this  re- 
rigour  and  strictness,  and  great  regularity  of  spect,  too,  rigour,  as  usual,  defeats  itself.  Then, 
form?   The  reverse  is  true.  They  have  in  the  the  exchequer  never  gives  a  particular  receipt, 
exdiequer  brought  rigour  and  formalism  to  their  w  clears  a  man  of  his  account,  as  far  as  it  goes. 
ultimate  perfection.    The  process  against  ac-  A  final  acquittance  (or  a  quietuSf  as  they  term 
countants  is  so  rigorous,  and  in  a  manner  so  it)  is  scarcely  ever  to  be  obtained.    Terrours 
unjust,  that  correctives  must,  from  time  to  time,  and  ghosts  of  unlaid  accountants,  haunt  the 
be  applied  to  it.    These  correctives  being  dis-  houses  of  their  children  from  generation  to  ge- 
cretionary,  upon  the  case,  and  generally  re-  neration.    Families,  in  the  course  of  succes- 
mitted  by  the  barons  to  the  lords  of  the  trea-  sion,  fall  into  minorities ;  the  inheritance  comes 
snry,  as  the  best  judges  of  the  reasons  for  res-  into  the  hands  of  females ;  and  very  perplexed 
pite ;  hearings  are  had ;  delays  are  produced ;  affairs  are  often  delivered  over  into  the  hands 
and  thus  the  extreme  of  rigour  in  office  (as  of  negligent  guardians  and  faithless  stewards. 
OBual  in  all  human  affairs)  leads  to  the  extreme  So  that  the  demand  remains,  when  the  advan- 
of  laxity.   What  with  the  interested  delay  of  tage  of  the  money  is  gone,  if  ever  any  advan- 
the  officer ;  the  ill-conceived  exactness  of  the  tage  at  aU  has  been  made  of  it.     This  is  a 
CDtvt ;  the  applications  for  dispensations  from  cause  of  infinite  distress  to  families ;  and  be- 
tiiat  exactness ;  the  revival  of  rigorous  process,  comes  a  source  of  influence  to  an  extent,  that 
after  the  expirati(m  of  the  time ;  and  the  new  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  but  by  those  who 
rigours  producing  new  applications,  and  new  have  taken  some  pains  to  trace  it.    The  mild- 
enlargements  of  time,  sudi  delays  happen  in  ness  ot  government  in  the  employment  of  use- 
die  public  accounts,  that  they  can  scarcely  ever  less  and  dangerous  powers,  furnishes  no  reason 
be  closed.  for  their  continuance. 

Besides,  Sir,  they  have  a  rule  in  the  e.iche-  As  things  stand,  can  you  in  justice  (except 

qoer,  which,  I  believe,  they  have  founded  upon  perhaps  in  that  over-perfect  kind  of  justice 

a  very   ancient  statute,  that  of  the  51st  of  which  has  obtained,  by  its  merits,  the  title  of 

Henry  III.  by  which  it  is  provided,  "  That  the  opposite  vice*)  hisist  that  any  man  should, 

when  a  dieriff  or  bailiff  hath  began  his  ac-  by  the  course  of  his  office,  keep  a  bank  from 

count,  none  other  shall  be  received  to  account  whence  he  is  to  derive  no  advantage  ?    That  a 

until  be  that  was  first  appointed  hath  clearly  man  should  be  subject  to  demands  below,  and 

accounted,  and  that  the  sum  has  been  recei-  be  in  a  manner  refused  acquittance  above;  that 

▼ed.*'*  Whether  this  clause  of  that  statute  be  he  should  transmit  an  original  sin,  and  inhe- 

tfie  ground  of  that  absurd  practice,  I  am  not  ritance  of  vexation  to  his  posterity,  without  a 

power  of  compensating  himself  in  some  way  or 

other,  for  so  perilous  a  situation  ?    We  know, 

♦  Et  quant  viscount  ou  baUiflF  ait  commence  that  if  the  paymaster  should  deny  himself  the 

de  accompter,  nul  autre  ne  seit  resceu  de  ac-  advantages  of  his  bank,  the  public,  as  things 

center  tanque  le  primer  que  sou  assis  eit  perac-  """-e  °  "*  ""  uouu^,  «.    pu^uv,  •»  uiiu^js 

oompce,  et  que  la  somme  soit  resceu.    Stat.  5. 

ann.  dom.  1966.  *  Summum  jus  somma  injuria. 
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stand,  is  not  tho  richer  ibr  it  by  a  single  shit*  public  accoiuits,  I  should  never  dream  of  the 

ling.    This  I  thought  it  necessary  to  say,  as  to  blind  mode  of  the .  exchequer,  which  regards 

the  offensive  magnitude  of  the  profits  of  this  things  in  the  abstract,  and  knows  no  differeDce 

office ;  that  we  may  proceed  in  reformation,  on  in  the  quality  of  its  debts,  or  the  circumstances 

the  principles  of  reason,  and  not  on  the  feeiingB  of  its  debtors.    By  this  means,  it  fatigues  it- 

of  envy.  self;  it  vexes  others ;  it  often  crushes  the  poor; 

The  treasurer  of  the  navy  is,  muiaiU  nm-  it  lets  escape  the  rich ;  or  in  a  fit  of  mercy  or 
tandis,  in  the  same  circumstances.  Indeed  all  carelessness,  declines  all  means  of  recovering 
accountants  are.  Instead  of  the  present  mode,  its  just  demands.  Content  with  the  eternity 
which  is  troublesome  to  the  officer  and  unpn^  of  its  claims,  it  enjoys  its  epicwean  divinity 
filable  to  the  public,  I  propose  to  substitute  with  epicurean  langour.  But  it  is  proper  that 
something  more  effectual  thiui  rigour,  which  is  all  sorts  of  accounts  should  be  closed  some  time 
the  worst  exactor  in  the  world.  I  mean  to  r»-  or  other — by  payment ;  by  composition;  or  by 
move  the  very  temptations  to  delay;  to  facili-  oblivion.  Eigpedk  reipybUca  tU  tUJiais  UBm. 
tate  the  account ;  and  to  transfer  this  bank.  Constantly  taking  along  with  me,  that  an  ex- 
now  of  private  emolument,  to  the  public.  The  treme  rigour  is  sure  to  arm  every  thing  against 
crown  will  suffer  no  wrong  at  least  from  the  it,  and  at  length  to  relax  into  a  supine  neglect, 
pay-offices;  and  its  terrours  will  no  longer  I  propose.  Sir,  that  even  the  best,  soundest, 
reign  over  the  families  of  those  who  hold,  or  and  the  most  recent  debts,  should  be  put  into 
have  held  them.  I  propose  that  these  offices  instalments,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  ao> 
should  be  no  longer  banks  or  treamries,  but  countant  and  the  public, 
mere  qffices  of  adminuircctUm. — ^I  propose,  first.  In  proportion,  however,  as  I  am  tender  of 
that  the  present  paymaster  and  the  treasurer  the  past,  I  would  be  provident  of  the  future. 
of  the  navy,  should  carry  into  the  exchequer.  All  miMiey  that  was  formerly  imprested  to 
the  whole  body  of  the  vouchers  (or  what  they  the  two  great  pca/'OfficeSf  I  would  have  im- 
have  paid  over  to  the  deputy  paymasters,  to  prested  in  future  to  the  bank  cf  JEngknd- 
regimeutal  agents,  or  to  any  of  those  to  whom  These  (^ces  should  in  future,  receive  no  more 
they  have  and  ought  to  luive  paid  money.  I  than  cash  sufficient  for  small  payments.  Their 
propose  that  those  voudiers  shall  be  admitted  other  payments  ought  to  be  made  by  draughts 
as  actual  payments  in  their  accounts ;  and  that  on  the  bank  expressing  the  service.  A  checque 
die  persons  to  whom  the  money  has  been  paid,  account  from  both  o6ices,  of  drafts  and  re- 
shall  then  stand  charged  in  the  exchequer  in  ceipts,  should  be  annually  made  up  in  the 
their  place.  After  this  process,  they  shall  be  exdiequer,  charging  the  bank  in  the  account, 
debited  or  charged  for  nothing  but  the  money-  with  the  cai^-balance,  but  not  demanding  the 
balance  that  remains  in  their  hands.  payment  until  there   is   an   order  from  the 

I  am  conscious.  Sir,  that  if  this  balance  treasury,  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  par- 

(which  they  could  not  expect  to  be  so  suddenly  liunent. 

demanded  by  any  usual  process  of  the  exche-  As  I  did  not.  Sir,  d^iy  to  the  paymaster  the 

quer)  should  now  be  exacted  all  at  once,  not  naturalprofitsof  the  bank  that  was  in  his  bands, 

only  their  ruin,  but  a  ruin  <^  others  to  an  ex-  so  neither  would  I  to  the  bank  of  England, 

tent  which  I  do  not  like  to  think  of,  but  which  A  share  of  that  profit  might  be  derived  to  the 

I  can  well  conceive,  and  which  you  may  well  public  in  various  ways.    My  favourite  mode 

corjceive,  might  bo  the  consequence.    I  told  is  this ;  that,  in  compensation  for  the  use  of 

you.  Sir,  when  I  promised  before  the  hdy-days  this  money,  the  bank  may  take  upon  theffl- 

to  bring  in  this  plan,  that  I  never  would  suffer  selves,  first  the  charge  of  the  nurii ;  to  which 

any  man  or  description  of  men,  to  suffer  from  they  are  ahready,  by  their  charter,  obliged  to 

errours  that  naturally  have  grown  out  o£  the  bring  in  a  great  deal  of  bullion  annually  to  be 

abusive  constitution  of  those  offices  which  I  coined. 

propose  to  regulate.    If  I  cannot  reform  with  In  the  next  place,  I  mean  that  they  should 

equity,  I  will  not  reform  at  all.  take  upon  themselves  the  charge  of  remittaffco 

For  the  regulation  of  past  accounts,  I  shall  to  otir  troops  abroad.    This  is  a  species  of 

therefore  propose  such  a  mode,  as  men,  tern-  dealing  from  which,  by  the  same  charter,  the/ 

perate  and  prudent,  make  use  of  in  the  ma-  are  not  debarred.    One  and  a  quarter  per  eeni- 

nagement  of  their  private  affairs,  when  their  will  be  saved  instantly  thereby  to  the  public, 

accounts  are  various,  perplexed,  and  rf  long  on  very  large  sums  of  money.     This  will  W 

standing.    I  would  therefore,  after  their  exam-  at  once  a  matter  of  (Economy,  and  a  conside^ 

pie,  divide  the  public  debts  into  three  sorts;  able  reduction  of  influence,  by  takmg  away  » 

good ;  bad ;  and  doubtful.  In  looking  over  the  private  contract  of  an  expensive  natur«'   '^ 
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the  l>aak,  Which  is  a  great  corporati(Hi,  and  of  cal  retrospective  examination  of  die  pension 
eoiirse  receives  the  least  profits  from  the  money  list,  upon  the  principle  of  merit,  can  never  serve 
in  their  custody,  should  of  itself  refuse,  or  be  finr  my  basis.— It  cannot  answer,  according  to 
persuaded  to  refuse  this  offer  upon  those  my  plan,  any  effectual  purpose  of  oeconomy, 
terms,  I  can  speak  with  some  confidence,  that  or  of  future  permanent  reformation.  The  pro- 
one  at  least,  if  not  both  parts  of  the  condition  cess  in  any  way  will  be  entangled  and  difficult ; 
would  be  received,  and  gratefully  received,  by  and  it  will  be  infinitely  slow :  there  is  a  danger 
several  bankers  of  eminence.  There  is  no  that  if  we  turn  our  line  (^  march,  now  directed 
banker  who  will  not  be  at  least  as  good  secu-  towards  the  grand  object,  into  this  more  labo- 
ri^  as  any  paymaster  of  the  forces,  or  any  rious  than  useful  detail  of  operations,  we  shall 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  that  have  ever  been  never  arrive  at  our  end. 
bankers  to  the  public :  as  rich  at  least  as  my  The  king.  Sir,  has  been  by  the  constitution 
Lord  Chatham,  or  my  Lord  Holland,  or  either  appointed  sde  judge  of  the  merit  for  which  a 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  now  hold  the  pension  is  to  be  given.  We  have  a  right,  un- 
oflices,  were  at  the  time  that  they  entered  into  doubtedly,  to  canvass  this,  as  we  have  to  can- 
them ;  or  as  ever  the  whole  establishment  of  vass  every  act  of  government.  But  there  is  a 
1ib»  mint  has  been  at  any  period.  material  difference  between  an  office  to  be 

These,  Sir,  are  the  outlines  <^  the  plan  I  ref<Mniied,  and  a  pension  taken  away  for  deme- 

mean  to  follow,  in  suppressing  these  two  large  rit.    In  the  former  case,  no  charge  is  implied 

subordinate  treasuries.    I  now  come  to  another  against  the  holder ;  in  the  latter,  his  character 

subordinate  treasury ;  I  mean,  that  of  the  pea/-  is  e^urred,  as  well  as  his  lawful  emolument 

master  of  the  pensions ;  for  which  purpose  I  re-  affected.     The  former  process  is  against  the 

enter  the  limits  of  the  civil  establishment — I  thing  ;  the  second  against  the  person.    The 

departed  from  those  limits  in  pursuit  of  a  prin-  pensioner  certainly,  if  he  pleases,  has  a  right 

ciple ;   and  following  the  same  game  in  its  to  stand  on  his  own  defence ;  to  plead  hii  pos- 

doubles,  I  am  brought  into  those  limits  again,  session ;  and  to  bottom  his  title  in  the  compe« 

That  treasury,  and  that  office,  I  mean  to  take  tency  of  the  crown  to  give  him  what  he  holds, 

away ;  and  to  transfer  the  payment  of  every  Possessed,  and  on   the  defensive  as  he  is, 

name,  mode,  and  denomination  of  pensions,  to  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  prove  his   special 

die  excheqtter.    The  present  course  of  diversi-  merit,  in  order  to  justify  the  act  of  legal  discre- 

fying  the  same  object,  can  answer  no  good  tion,  now  turned  into  his  property,  according 

purpose  ;  whatever  its  use  may  be  to  purposes  to  his  tenure.    The  very  act,  he  will  contend, 

of  another  kind.    There  are  also  other  lists  of  is  a  legal  presumption,  and  an  implication  of 

pensions ;  and  I  mean  that  they  should  all  be  his  merit.    If  this  be  so,  from  the  natural  force 

hereafter  paid  at  one  and  die  same  place,  of  all  legal  presumption,  he  would  put  us  to 

The  whole  of  the  new  consolidated  list  I  mean  die  difficult  proof,  diat  he  has  no  merit  at  all. 

lo  reduce  to  60,000/.  a  year,  which  sum  I  in^^  But  other  questicms  would  arise  in  the  course 

tend  it  shall  never  exceed.    I  think  that  sum  (^  such  an  inquiry ;  that  is,  questions  o^  the 

win  fully  answer  as  a  reward  for  all  real  merit,  merit  when  weighed  against  the  proportion  of 

and  a  provision  for  adl  i^al  public  charity  that  die  reward ;   then  the  difficulty  will  be  much 

is  ever  like  to  be  placed  upon  the  list.    If  any  greater. 

merit  of  an  extraordinary  nature  should  emerge,  The  difficulty  will  not.  Sir,  I  am  afraid,  be 

before  that  reduction  is  completed,  I  have  left  much  less,  if  we  pass  to  the  person  really 

it  open  for  an  address  of  either  house  of  pan*  guilty,  in  tne  question  of  ah  tmmeritsd  pension ; 

liament  to  provide  for  the  case.    To  all  other  the  minister  himself.   I  adttiit  Chat  wiien  called 

demands,  it  must  be  answered,  with  regret,  to  account  for  the  ex«fcutiod  of  a  trust,  he 

but  with  firmness,  "  the  public  is  poor."  might  fairiy  be  obliged  Co  prove  ttwf  affirmative ; 

I  do  not  propose,  as  I  told  you  before  Christ-  and  to  state  die  nkerit  fbr  which  the  pulsion  is 

mas,  to  take  away  any  pension.    I  know,  that  given ;  though  on  the  pensioMr  himself,  such 

the  public  seem  to  call  for  a  reduction  c^  such  a  process  would  be  hard.  If  in  this  examination 

of  them  as  shall  appear  unmerited.  As  a  cen-  we  proceed  methodtcaflly,  and  so  as  to  avoid  all 

sorial  act,  and  punishment  of  an  abuse,  it  suspiciicm  of  partiality  and  prejudice,  we  must 

might  answer  some  purpose.    But  this   can  take  t^e  pensiitms'  in  order  of  time,  or  merely 

nake  no  part  of  my  plan.    I  mean  to  proceed  aSphabeticafly.   The  very  fbst  periston  to  which 

hf  bill;  and  I  cannot  stop  for  such  an  inquiry,  we  come  in  either  of  tliese  Ways,  may  appear 

I  know  some  gendemen  may  blame  me.    It  is  die  most  grossly  unmerited  cf  an^.    But  the 

with  great  sulmiisBion  to  better  judgments  that  minister  may  retj  possibly  shew,  that  he  knows 

I  recommend  it  to  considemticm ;  that  a  criti-  nodnng  of  the  putting  on  this  pensioii--th8t  it 
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was  prior  in  time  to  his  administration— that  than    to  tear  it  crude  and  maipe  from  ths 

the  minister  who  laid  it  on  is  dead  ;  and  then  stallc.'*' 

we  are  thrown  back  upon  the  pensioner  him-  There  is  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  among 
self,  and  plunged  into  all  our  former  difficulties,  the  people,  upon  an  article  which  I  must  class 
Abuses,  and  gross  ones,  £  doubt  not,  would  under  the  head  of  pensions.  I  mean  the  gnat 
appear ;  and  to  the  correction  of  which  I  patent  qffice$  in  Ae  exchtquer.  They  are  in 
would  readily  give  my  hand ;  but,  when  I  con-  reality  and  substance  no  other  than  pensions, 
sider  that  pensions  have  not  generally  been  and  in  no  other  light  shall  I  consider  them. 
affected  by  the  revolutions  of  ministry;  as  I  They  are  sinecures.  They  are  always  ex- 
know  not  where  such  inquiries  would  stc^,  ecuted  by  deputy.  The  duty  oS  the  principal 
and  as  an  absence  of  merit  is  a  negative  and  is  as  nothing.  They  differ  however  from  the 
loose  thing,  one  might  be  led  to  derange  the  pensions  on  the  list,  in  some  particulars.  They 
order  of  families,  founded  on  the  probable  couf  are  held  iat  life.  I  think,  with  the  public, 
tinuance  df  their  kind  of  income.  I  might  that  the  profits  df  those  places  are  grown  enor- 
hurt  chikiren ;  I  might  injure  creditors.  I  mous ;  the  magnitude  of  those  profits,  and  the 
really  think  it  the  more  prudent  course,  not  nature  of  them,  both  call  for  re^rmation.  The 
to  follow  the  letter  of  the  petitions.  If  we  nature  of  their  profits,  which  grow  out  of  the 
fix  this  mode  of  inquiry  as  a  basis,  we  shall,  £  public  distress,  is  itself  invidious  and  grievous. 
fear,  end,  as  parliament  has  often  ended  under  But  I  fear  that  reform  cannot  be  immediate, 
similar  circumstances.  There  will  be  great  I  find  myself  under  a  restriction.  These  places, 
delay ;  much  confusion ;  much  inequality  in  and  others  of  the  same  kind,  which  are  held 
our  proceedings.  But  what  presses  me  most  for  life,  have  been  considered  as  pr<^rty. 
of  all  is  this;  that  though  we  should  strike  off  They  have  been  given  as  a  provision  forchil- 
all  the  unmerited  pensions,  while  the  power  dren ;  they  have  been  the  subject  of  family 
of  the  crown  remains  unlimited,  the  very  same  settlements  ;  they  have  been  the  securi^  ojf 
undeserving  persons  might  aflerwards  return  creditors.  What  the  law  respects  shall  be 
to  the  very  same  list :  or  if  they  did  not,  other  sacred  to  me.  If  the  barriers  (^  law  should 
persons  meriting  as  little  as  they  do,  might  be  be  broken  down,  up<»i  ideas  of  convenience, 
put  upon  it  to  an  undefinable  amount  This  I  even  of  public  convenience,  we  shall  have  no 
think  is  the  pinch  of  the  grievance.  longer  any  thing  certain  amcmg  us.  If  the  dis- 
For  these  reasons,  Sir,  I  am  oUiged  to  wave  cretion  of  power  is  once  let  loose  upon  pro- 
this  mode  of  proceeding  as  any  part  of  my  perty,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  determine  whose 
plan.  In  a  plan  of  reformation,  it  would  be  power,  and  what  discretion  it  is  that  will  {h«- 
one  of  my  maxims,  that  when  I  know  of  an  vail  at  last.  It  would  be  wise  to  attend  upoo 
establishment,  which  may  be  subservient  to  the  order  of  things  ;  and  not  to  attempt  to  out- 
useful  purposes,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  run  the  slow,  but  smooth  and  even  course  of 
from  its  discretionary  nature,  is  liable  to  a  very  nature.  There  are  occasions,  I  admit,  of 
great  perversion  from  those  purposes,  I  would  public  necessity,  so  vast,  so  clear,  so  evident, 
Umit  the  quantity  of  the  power  that  might  be  ao  that  they  supersede  all  laws.  Law  being  only 
abused.  For  I  am  sure,  that  in  all  such  cases,  made  for  the  benefit  (^  the  conununity,  cannot 
the  rewards  of  merit  will  have  very  narrow  in  any  one  of  its  parts  resist  a  demand  which 
bounds ;  and  that  partial  or  corrupt  favour  will  may  comprehend  the  total  of  the  puUic  in* 
be  infinite.  This  principle  is  not  arbitrary ;  terest.  To  be  sure,  no  law  can  set  itself  up 
but  the  limitation  d  the  specific  qAuitity  must  against  the  cause  and  reason  of  all  law.  But 
be  80  in  some  measure.  I  therefore  state  such  a  case  very  rarely  happens;  and  this 
60,0002.  leaving  it  open  to  the  house  to  en-  most  certainly  is  not  sudi  a  case.  The  mere 
large  or  contract  the  sum  as  they  shall  see,  on  time  of  the  reform  is  by  no  means  worth  the 
examination,  that  the  discretion  I  use  is  sacrifice  of  a  principle  of  law.  Individuals 
scanty  or  liberal.    The  whole  amount  of  the 

pensions  of  all  denominations,  which  have        *  It  was  supposed  by  the  lord  advocate,  in  ^ 

been  laid  before  us,  amount,  for  a  period  of  seven  subsequent  debate,  tbat  Mr.  B  urke,  because  h^ 

years,  to  considerably  more  than   100,OOW.  objected  to  an  inquiry  into  the  pension  list  fbT 

rn^  »u  ♦  lu^     *i.      r  *  »  tbe  purpose  ofoBconomy  and  relief  of  the  pul>' 

a  year.     To  what  the  other  lists  amount,  uc,  woild  have  it  withheld  from  the  judgraea* 

I  know  not.    That  will  be  seen  hereafter,  ofparliamentfor  all  purposes  whatsoever.  Thi^ 

But    from  those   that  do  appear,  a  saving  learned  gentleman  certainly  misunderstood  him- 

will  accrue   to  the  publw,  at  one  time  or  ^'^  P^^"  «hewa  that  he  wished  the  whole  list  t^ 

^♦u         r  ii/\AA/^f  1  J  L^j   u  *  be  easily  accessible;  and  he  knows  that  tn^ 

other,  of  4O,O0W.  a  year,  and  we  had  bet-  public  eye  Is  of  itself  a  great  guard  againf* 

ter  in   my  opinion  to  let  it  fall  in  naturally,  abuse. 
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like  sKaclows  ;  but  the  commonwealth  is  Indeed  no  nrnn  knows,  when  he  cuts  off  the 
Qxed  and  stable.  The  difference,  therefore,  of  incitements  to  a  virtuous  ambiticm,  and  the 
to-day  and  to-morrow,  which  to  private  people  just  rewards  of  public  service,  what  infinite 
is  imnoense,  to  the  state  is  nothing.  At  any  rate,  mischief  he  may  do  his  country,  through  all 
It  is  better,  if  possible,  to  reconcile  our  ceco*  generations.  Such  saving  to  the  public  may 
nomy  with  our  laws,  than  to  set  them  at  vari-  prove  the  worst  mode  of  robbing  it.  The 
hjoce  ;  a  quarrel  which  in  the  end  most  be  crown,  which  has  in  its  hands  the  trust  of  the 
6estructive  to  bdth.  daily  pay  for  national  service,  ought  to  have  in 
My  idea,  therefore,  is, to  reducethoset>fficers  its  hands  also  the  means  for  the  repose  of  pub- 
to  fixed  salaries,  as  the  present  lives  and  rever>  lie  labour,  and  the  fixed  settlement  of  acknow- 
sions  shall  successively  fall.  I  mean,  that  the  ledged  merit.  There  is  a  time,  when  the 
t)ffice  of  the  great  auditor  (the  auditor  of  the  weather-beaten  vessels  of  the  state  ought  to 
Teceipt)  shall  be  reduced  to  3,tXX)f.  a  3rear ;  come  into  harbour.  They  must  at  length  have 
Bod  Uie  auditors  (jf  the  imprest,  and  the  rest  a  retreat  from  the  malice  of  rivals,  from  the 
of  the  principal  otfficcrs,  to  fixed  appointments  perfidy  of  political  friends,  and  the  inconstancy 
fUriySKXU.  a  year  each.  It  will  not  be  difficult  of  the  people.  Many  of  the  persons,  who  in 
to  calculate  the  value  of  this  fall  df  lives  to  the  all  times  have  filled  the  great  offices  of  state, 
public,  when  we  shall  have  obtained  a  just  have  been  younger  brothers,  who  had  originally 
account  trf*  the  present  income  of  those  places ;  little,  if  any  fortune.  These  offices  do  not 
and  we  shall  obtain  that  account  with  great  furnish  the  means  of  amassing  wealth.  There 
facility,  if  the  present  possessors  are  not  ought  to  be  some  power  in  the  crown  of  gran- 
alarmed  with  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  ting  pensions  out  of  the  reach  of  its  own  ca- 
their  fireehold  office.  prices.   An   intail  of  dependence  is  a  bad 

I  know  too,  that  it  will  be  demanded  of  me,  reward  <^  merit 

how  H  comes,  that  since  I  admit  these  offices  I  would,  therefore,  leave  to  the  crown  the 

to  be  no  better  than  pensions,  I  chose,  afler  possibility  of  ccNoferring  some  favours,  which, 

^e  principle  of  law  had  been  satisfied,  to  retain  whilst  they  are  received  as  a  reward,  do  not 

Aem  at  all?     To  this.  Sir,  I  answer,  that  operate  as  corruption.    When  men  receive 

fionceiving  it  to  be  a  fundamental  part  of  the  obligations  fit>m  die  crown,  through  the  pious 

constitution  oi  this  country,  and  of  the  reason  hands  (^fathers,  or  (^connections  as  venerable 

of  state  in  every  country,  that  there  must  be  as  the  paternal,  the  dependences  which  arise 

means    of  rewarding   public    service,  those  from  thence,  are  the  obligations  of  gratitude, 

means  will  be  incomplete,  and  indeed  wholly  and  not  the  fetters  of  servility.    Such  ties 

insufficient  for  that  purpose,  if  there  should  be  originate  in  virtue,  and  they  promote  it.   They 

no  further  reward  for  that  service,  than  the  continue  men  in  those  habitudes  of  friendship, 

daily  wages  it  receives  during  the  pleasure  of  those  political  connections,  and  those  political 

the  crown.  principles  in  which  they  began  life.    They 

Whoever  seriously  considers  the  excellent  are  antidotes  against  corrupt  levity,  instead  of 

argument  <^Lord  Somers,  in  the  banker's  case,  causes  of  it.    What  an  unseemly  spectacle 

will  see  he  bottoms  himself  upon  the  very  same  would  it  afford,  what  a  disgrace  would  it  be 

maxim  which  I  do  ;  and  one  of  his  principal  to  the  commonwealth  that  suffered  such  things, 

grounds  o£  doctrine  for  the  alienability  of  the  to  see  the  hopeful  son  of  a  meritorious  minister 

domain  in  England,*  contrary  to  the  maxim  of  begging  his  bread  at  the  door  of  that  treasury, 

the  law  in  France,  he  lays  in  the  constitutional  from  whence  his  father  dispensed  the  ceconomy 

policy  of  furnishing  a  permanent  reward  to  pub-  of  an  empire,  and  promoted  the  happiness  and 

tic  service;  of  making  that  reward  the  origin  glory  of  his  country?  Why  should  he  be  obliged 

of  families ;  and  the  foundation  of  wealth  as  to  prostrate  his  honour,  and  to  submit  his  prin- 

Wen  as  <^  honours.    It  is   indeed  the  only  ciples  at  the  levee  of  some  proud  favourite, 

genuine  unadulterated  origin  c^  nobility.    It  shouldered  and  thrust  aside  by  every  impudent 

is  a  great  principle  in  government ;  a  principle  pretender,  on  the  very  spot  where  a  few  days 

It  the  very  foundation  (^  the  whole  structure,  before  he  saw  himself  adored  ?-'-obliged  to 

The  other  judges  who  held  the  same  doctrine,  cringe  to  the  author  of  the  calamities  of  his 

went  beyond  Lord  Somers  with  regard  to  the  house,  and  to  kiss  the  hands  that  are  red  with 

remedy,  which  they  thought  was  given  by  law  his  father's  blood  ? — No,  Sir,  these  things  are 

against  the  crown,  upon  the  grant  of  pensions,  unfit — they  are  intolerable. 

Sir,  I  shall  be  asked,  why  I  do  not  choose 

»  Before  the  statute  of  queen  Anne,  which  ^^  ^^^^y  ^°^^  ^^^^^  '^^'^^}^  ^®  pensions, 

ttmited  the  alienation  of  land.  and  appoint  pensions  under  the  direct  title  m 
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their  stead?   I  allow  that  in  aome  cases  it  specific  object  in  several  of  the  petitioos;! 

leads  to  abuse  ;  to  have  things  appointed  for  mean  the  reduction  of  exorbitant  emoluments 

one  purpose,  and  applied  to  another.     I  have  to  efficient  offices.    If  I  knew  of  any  real 

no  great  objection  to  such  a  change :  but  I  do  efficient  office,  which  did  possess  exorbitant 

not  think  it  quite  pnxlent  for  me  to  propose  it.  emoluments,  I  should  be  extremely  desirous 

If  I  should  take  away  the  present  establish-  of  reducing  them.    Others  noay  know  of  thea 

roent,  the  burthen  of  proof  rests  upon  me,  that  I  do  not.    I  am  not  possessed  of  an  exact 

so  many  pensions,  and  no  more,  and  to  such  an  common  measure  between  real  service  and  its 

amount  each,  and  no  more,  are  necessary  for  reward.    I  am  very  sure,  that  states  do  som&' 

the  public  service.     This  is  what  I  can  never  times  receive  services,  which  is  hardly  in  their 

prove ;  for  it  is  a  thing  incapable  of  definition,  power  to  reward  according  to  their  worth.  If  I 

I  do  not  like  to  take  away  an  object  that  I  were  to  give  my  judgment  with  regard  to  this 

think  answers  my  purpose,  in  hopes  of  getting  country,  I  do  not  think    the  great  efficient 

it  back  again  in  a  better  sh^e.    People  will  offices  oi   the  state   to  be  overpaid.     The 

bear  an  cM  establishment  when  its  excess  is  service  of  the  public  is  a  thing  which  cannot 

corrected,  who  will  revolt  at  a  new  one.    I  do  be  put  to  auction,  and  struck  down  to  those 

not  think  these  office-pensions  to  be  UKH-e  in  who  will  agree  to  execute   it  the  cheapest. 

number  than  sufficient :  but  on  that  point  the  When  the   proportion   between  reward  and 

house  will    exercise  its   discretion.     As   to  service  is  our  object,  we  must  always  cat 

abuse,  I  am  convinced  that  very  few  trusts  in  sider  erf*  what  nature  the  service  is,  and  what 

the  ordinary  course  of  administration  have  sort  of  men  they  are  that  must  perform  it 

admitted  less  abuse  than  this.  Efficient  minis-  What  is  just  payment  for  one  kind  of  labour, 

ters  have  been  their  own  paymasters.    It  is  and  full  encouragement  fin*  one  kind  of  talents, 

true.    But  their  very  partiality  has  operated  is  fi^aud  and  discouragement  to  others.    Many 

as  a  kind  of  justice ;  and  still  it  was  service  of  the  great  offices  h^ve  much  duty  to  do,  and 

that  was  paid.  When  we  look  over  this  exche-  much  expense  of  representation  to  maintain, 

quer  list,  we  find  it  filled  with  the  descendants  A  secretary  of  state,  for  instance,  must  not 

of  the  Walpoles,  of  the  Pelhams,  of  the  Town-  appear  s(miid  in  the  eyes  c^  the  ministers  of 

abends ;  names  to  whom  this  country  owes  its  other  nations ;  neither  ought   our  ministers 

liberties ;  and  to  whom  his  majes^  owes  his  abroad  to  appear  contemptiUe  in  the  courts 

crown.    It  was  in  one  of  these  lines,  that  the  where   they  reside.    In  all  offices  of  duty, 

immense  and  envied  employment  he  now  holds^  there  is,  almost  necessarily,  a  great  neglect  d 

came  to  a  certain  duke,*   who  is  now  pro-  all  domestic  afiairs.    A  person  in  hi^  office 

bably  sitting   quietly  at  a  very  good  dinner  can  rarely  take  a  view  of  his  fiimily-house.  If 

directly  under  us,  smd  acting  high  life  below  he  sees  that  the  state  takes  no  detriment,  the 

ttairSf  whilst  we,  his  masters,  are  filling  our  state  must  see  that  his  afiidrs  should  take  at 

mouths  with  unsubstantial  sounds,  and  talking  little. 

of  hungry  oeconomy  over  bis  head.    But  he  is        I  will  ev^i  go  so  far  as  to  affirm,  that  if  men 

the  elder  branch  of  an  ancient  and  decayed  were  willing  to  serve  in  such  situations  with* 

house,  joined  to,  and  repaired  by  the  reward  out  salary,  they  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 

of  services  done  by  another.    I  respect  the  do  it.    Ordinary  service  must  be  secured  by 

original  title,  and  the  first  purchase  of  merited  the  motives  to  ordinary  integrity.    I  do  not 

wealth  and  honour  through  all  its  descents,  hesitate  to  say,  that  that  state  whidi  lays  its 

through  all  its  transfers,  and  all  its  assign-  foundation  in  rare  and  heroic  virtues,  will  b« 

ments.    May  such  fountains  never  be  dried  sure  to  have  its  superstructure  in  the  basest 

up  !   May  they  ever  fiow  with  their  original  profligacy  and  corruption.    An  honourable  and 

purity,  and  refresh  and  fiructify  the  ctHumon-  fair  profit  is  the  best  security  against  avarice 

wealth,  for  ages !  and  rapacity ;  as  in  all  things  else,  a  lawful 

Sir,  I  think  myself  bound  to  give  you  my  rea-  and  regulated  enjoyment  is  the  best  securi^ 

sons  as  clearly,  and  as  fully,  for  stopping  in  the  against  debauchery  and  excess.  For  as  wealdi 

course  of  reformation,  as  for  proceeiding  in  it.  is  power,  so  all  power  will  infallibly  draw 

My  limits  are  the  rules  of  law ;  the  rules  of  wealth  to  itself  by  s<Nne  means  or  other:  and 

policy ;  and  the  service  of  the  state.    This  is  when  men  are  left  no  way  of  ascertaining  their 

the  reason  why  I  am  not  able  to  intermeddle  profits  but  by  their  means  of  obtaining  them, 

with  another  article,  which  seems  to  be  a  those  means  will  be  increased  to  infinity.  This 

is  true  in  all  the  parts  of  administration,  as 

♦  Duke  of  Newcastle,  whose  dining-room  is  well  as  in  the  whole.    If  any  individual  were 

under  the  house  of  commons.  to  decline  his  appointments,  it  might  give  an 
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ir  advantage  to  ostentatious  ambition  over  resistance  to  their  will,  which  will  be  made 

npretendbg  service ;  it  might  breed  invidious  by  their  virtue,  their  petulance,  or  their  pride. 

MiBparis(Ms ;  it  might  tend  to  destroy  whatever  It  must  indeed   be  admitted,  that  many  of 

Ikde  unity  and  agreement  may  be  found  among  the  nobility  are  as   perfectly  willing  to  act 

Musters.    And  after  all,  when  an  ambitious  the  part  of  flatterers,  tale-bearers,  parasites^ 

■nil  bad  run  down  his  oompetitors  by  a  falla*  pimps,  and  buffoons,  as  any  of  the  lowest  and 

ckras  shew  of  disinterestedness,  and    fixed  vilest  of  mankind  can  possibly  be.    But  they 

Unself  in  power  by  that  means,  what  security  are  not  properly  qualiGed  for  this  object  of 

klbere  that  he  would  not  change  his  course,  their  ambition.    The  want  of  a  regular  edu- 

ud  claim  as  an  indemnity  ten  tunes  more  cation,  and  early  habits,  and  some  lurkiijg  re- 

^  he  has  given  up  ?  mains  o[  their  dignity,  will  never  permit  them 

This  rule,  like  every  oUier,  may  admit  its  to  become  a  match  fbr  an  Italian  eunuch,  a 

•leaptions.    When  a  great  man  has  some  mountebank,  a  fidler,  a  player,  or  any  regular 

one  great  object  in  view  to  be  adiitved  in  a  practitioner  of  Uiat  tribe.    The  Roman  em- 

givaa  time,  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  ibr  perours  almost  from  the  beginning,  threw  them- 

him  to  walk  out  of  all  the  common  roads,  and  selves  into  such  hands;  and  the  mischief  in- 

if  his  fortune  permits  it,  to  hold  himself  out  as  creased  every  day  till  the  decline  and  final  ruin 

a  qilendid  example.     I  am  tokl,  that  some-  of  the  empire.    It  is  therefore  of  very  great 

thing  of  this  kind  is  now  doing  in  a  country  importance  (provided  the  thing  is  not  over> 

Kv  us.     But  this  is  for  a  short  race ;  the  done)  to  contrive   such  an  establishment  as 

tniniog  for  a  heat  or  two,  and  not  the  proper  must,  almost  whether  a  prince  will  or  not, 

praparation  for  the  regular  stages  of  a  metho-  bring  into  daily  and  hourly  offices  about  his 

lieil  journey.     I  am  speaking  of  establish-  person,  a  great  number  of  his  first  nobility ; 

Beats  and  not  of  men^.  and  it  is  rather  an  useful  prejudice  that  gives 

It  may  be  expected.  Sir,  that  when  I  am  them  a  pride  in  such  a  servitude.  Though  they 
pring  my  reasons  why  I  limit  myself  in  the  are  not  much  the  better  for  a  court,  a  court  will 
"edution  of  employm^its,  or  of  their  profitS)  be  much  tlie  better  for  them.  I  have  therefore 
[  should  say  something  of  those  which  seem  not  attempted  to  reform  any  of  the  offices  of 
if  «niDMit  inutility  in  the  state ;  I  mean  the  honour  about  the  king's  person. 
Hnber  of  officers  who  by  their  places  are  There  are,  indeed,,  two  oflices  in  his  stables 
tttendant  on  the  person  of  the  king.  Consi-  which  are  sinecures.  By  the  change  of  man* 
kring  the  commcmwealth  merely  as  such,  and  ners,  and  indeed  by  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
Mttidering  those  officers  only  as  relative  to  the  they  must  be  so;  I  mean  the  several  keepers 
Ureet  purposes  of  the  state,  I  admit  that  they  of  buck-hounds,  stag-hounds,  fox-hounds,  and 
M  of  no  use  at  all.  But  there  are  many  harriers.  They  answer  no  purpose  of  utility 
^ings  in  the  omstitution  of  establishments,  or  of  splendour.  These  I  propose  to  abolish, 
"ludi  appear  of  little  value  on  the  first  view,  It  is  not  proper  that  great  noblemen  should  be 
"hieh  in  a  secondary  and  oblique  manner,  keepers  of  dogs,  though  they  were  the  king's 
pradnce  very  material  advantages.  It  was  dogs.  In  every  part  of  the  scheme,  I  have  en« 
■  fiill  c<Haideration  that  I  determined  not  to  deavoured  that  no  primary,  and  that  even  no 
loeen  any  of  the  offices  of  honour  about  the  secondary  service  of  the  state,  should  suffer  by 
(rawQt  in  their  number,  or  their  emduments,  its  firugsility.  I  mean  to  touch  no  offices  but 
*heB6  flmolumentS)  except  in  one  or  two  oaseS)  such  as  I  am  perfectly  sure  are  either  of  no  use 
^  not  much  more  than  answer  the  charge  of  at  all,  or  not  d*  any  use  in  the  least  assignable 
'tteadance.  Men  of.  condition  naturally  love  proportion  to  the  burthen  with  which  they  load 
lb  be  about  a  court;  and  women*  o{  condition  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  in- 
'*'^it  much.  more.  But  there  is  in  all  regular  fluence  with  which  they'  oppress  the  freedom 
'^Ndaace,  sa  much  of  constraint,  tint  if  it  of  parliamentary  deliberation ;  for  which  rea- 
**e  aaere  charge,  withoutany  compensation,  son  there  are  but  two  offices  vi4iich  are  pro- 
fit wouM  soon  have  the  court  deserted  by  all  perly  state  offices,  that  I  have  a  desire  to 
'■A  aobility  of  the  kingdom..  reform. 

^,  the  most  serious  mischiefii  would  follow  The  first  of  them  is  the  new  office  of  third 

>«K  such  a  deserti(HL.    Kings  are  naturally  tecreUxry  of  staUy  which  is  cooomonly  called 

**^  of  low  company.    They  are  so  elevated  aecrdMoy  of  state  for  the  ooUmiea. 

^^  tU  the  rest  of  mankind,  that  they  must  We  know  that  all  the  correspondence  of  the 

IjJU^  ipan  all  their  sat^ects  as  on  a  level,  colonies  had  been,  until  within  a  few  years, 

^^  am  rather  apt  to  hate  than  to  love  carried  on  by  the  southern  secretary  of  state ; 

'^ir  nobility,  on  account  of  the  occasional  and  that  this  department  has  not  been  shunned 
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upon  account  of  the  weight  of  its  duties ;  but  If  this  dust  in  the  balance  should  be  tboagfat 
on  the  contrary,  much  sought,  on  account  of  its  too  heavy,  it  may  be  divided  between  them 
patronage.    Indeed  he   must  be  poorly   ao*  both ;  North  America   (whether  free  or  re- 
quainted  with  the  history  of  office,  who  does  not  duced)  to  the  northern   secretary,  the  West 
know  how  very  lightly  the  American  functions  Indies  to  the  southern.    It  is  not  necessary 
have  always  lean^  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mi«  that  I  should  say  more  upon  the  inutility  of  this 
uisterial  AtUu,  who  has  upheld  that  side  of  the  office.    It  is  burning  day-light.    But  befwe  I 
sphere.    Undoubtedly,  great  temper  and  judg^  have  done,  I  shall  just  remark,  that  the  bistort 
ment  was  requisite  in  the  management  of  the  of  this  office  is  too  recent  to  suffer  us  to  forget, 
colony  politics ;  but  the  official  detail  was  a  that  it  was  made  for  the  mere  convenience  of 
trifle.    Since  the  new  appointment,  a  train  of  the  arrangements  of  political  intrigue,  and  not 
ui^ortunate  accidents  has  brought  before  us  al*  for  the  service  of  the  state  ;  that  it  was  made, 
most  the  whole  correspondence  of  this  favou-  in  order  to  give  a  colour  to  an  exorbitant  in- 
rite  secretary's  office,  since  the  first  day  of  its  crease  of  the  civil  list;  and  in  the  same  act  to 
establishment.    I  will  say  nothing  of  its  aus-  bring  a  new  accession  to  the  loaded  compost 
picious  foundation  ;  of  the  quality  of  its  cor-  heap  of  currupt  influence, 
respondence ;  or  of  the  effects  that  have  en-         There  is.  Sir,  another  office  which  was  not 
sued  fi'om  it.    I  speak  merely  of  its  quantity ;  long  since  closely  connected  with  this  of  tbe 
which  we  know  would  have  been  little  or  no  American  secretary ;  but  has  been  lately  sepa- 
addition  to  the  trouble  of  whatever  office  had  rated  from  it  for  the  very  same  purpose  for 
its  hands  the  fullest.     But  what  has  been  the  which  it  had  been  conjoined ;  I  mean  the  sole 
real  condition  of  the  old  office  of  secretary  of  purpose  of  all  the  separations  and  all  the  cod- 
state?    Have  their  velvet  bags,  and  their  red  jimctions  that  have  been  lately  made — a  job. 
boxes,  been  so  full,  that  nothing  more  could  —I  speak.  Sir,  of  the  board  of  trade  andj^ 
possibly  bo  crammed  into  them?  tations.    This  board  is  a  sort  of  temperate  bed 
A  ccnrespondence  of  a  curious  nature  has  of  influence ;  a   sort  of  gently    ripening  hot- 
been  lately  published.*  In  that  correspondence,  house,  where  eight  members  o£  parliament 
Sir,  we  find  the  opinion  of  a  noble  person,  who  receive  salaries  of  a  thousand  a  year,  for  a 
is  thought  to  be  the  grand  manufacturer  of  ad-  certain  given  time,  in  order  to  mature  at  a 
ministrations ;  and  therefore  the  best  judge  of  proper   season,   a    claim   to  two    thousand, 
the  quality  of  his  work.    He  was  of  opinion,  granted  for  doing  less,  and  <m  the  credit  of 
that  there  was  but  one  man  of  diligence  and  having  toiled  so  long  in  that  inferiour  labori* 
industry  in  the  whole  administration — it  was  ous  department. 

the  late  earl  of  SuflTolk.    The  noble  lord  la-         I  have  known  that  board,  oflT  and  on,  for  a 

mented  very  justly,  that  this  statesman,  of  so  great  number  of  years.    Both  of  its  pretended 

much  mental  vigour,  was  almost  wholly  di»-  objects  have  been   much  the  objects  of  mj 

abled  from  the  exertion  of  it,  by  his  bodily  in-  study,  if  I  have  a  right  to  call  any  pursuits  ol 

firmities.  Lord  Suffolk,  dead  to  the  state,  long  mine  by  so  respectable  a  name.    I  can  assure 

before  he  was  dead  to  nature,  at  last  paid  his  the  house,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  think  that 

tribute  to  the  common  treasury  to  which  we  I  risk  my  little  credit  lightly,  that,  withool 

must  all  be  taxed.  But  so  little  want  was  found  meaning  to  convey  the  least  reflection  upon  any 

even  of  his  intentional  industry,  that  the  office,  one  of  its  members  past  or  present,— it  is  a 

vacant  in  reality  to  its  duties  long  before,  con-  board  which,  if  not  mischievous,  is  of  no  qm 

tinned  vacant  even  in  nomination  and  appoint-  at  all. 

ment  for  a  year  after  his  death.   The  whole  of        You  will  be  C(mvinced,  Sir,  that  I  am  not 

the  laborious  and  arduous  corresp(Midence  of  mistaken,  if  you  reflect  how  generally  it  is 

this  empire,  rested  solely  upon  the  activity  and  true,  that  commerce,  the  principal  object  of 

energy  of  Lord  Weymouth.  that  office,  flourishes  most  when  it  is  left  to 

It  is  therefore  demonstrable,  since  one  dili-  itself.    Interest,  the  great  guide  df  commercOj 

gent  man  was  fully  equal  to  the  duties  of  the  is  not  a  blind  one.    It  is  very  well  able  to 

two  offices,  that  two  diligent  men  will  be  equal  find  its  own  way ;  and  its  necessities  are  iti 

to  the  duty  of  three.    The  business  of  the  best  laws.    But  if  it  were  possible,  in  the  na- 

new  office  which  I  shall  propose  to  you  to  ture  of  things,  that  the  young  should  direct 

suppress,  is  by  no  means  too  much  to  be  re-  the  old,  and  the  inexperienced  instruct  tbo 

turned  to  either  of  die  secretaries  which  remain,  knowing ;  if  a  board  in  the  state  was  the  becA 

tutor  for  the  counting-house ;  if  the  deskoo!^ 

♦  Letters  between  Dr.  Addington  and  Sir  James  ^  i"®*^  lectures  to  the  anvil,  and  the  pen  to 

Wright.  usurp  the  place  of  the  shuttle—yet  in  U7 
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matter  of  regulation,  we  know  that  board  must  in  the  article  of  convulsed  or  orer^Iaid  children, 

act  with  as  little  authority  as  skill    The  pre-  who  have  hardly  stepped  over  the  threshold  of 

rogative  of  the  a>own  is  utterly  inadequate  life. 

to  the  object;  because  all  regulations  are,  in  It  was  buried  with  little  ceremony;  and 
their  nature,  restrictive  of  some  liberty.  In  never  more  thought  of,  until  the  reign  of  King 
the  reign,  indeed,  of  Charles  the  First,  the  IViUiam,  when  in  the  strange  vicissitude  of 
council,  or  committees  of  council,  were  never  neglect  and  vigour,  of  good  and  ill  success  that 
a  moment  unoccupied,  with  afiairs  of  trade,  attended  his  wars,  in  the  year  1695,  the  trade 
But  even  where  they  had  no  ill  intention  was  distressed  beyond  all  example  of  former 
(which  was  sometimes  the  case)  trade  and  sufferings,  by  the  piracies  of  the  French 
manufacture  suffered  infinitely  fnxn  their  in-  cruisers.  This  suffering  incensed,  and,  as  it 
judicious  tamperings.  But  since  that  period,  should  seem,  very  justly  incensed,  the  house 
whenever  regulation  is  wanting  (for  I  do  not  of  commons.  In  this  ferment  they  struck,  not 
deny,  that  sometimes  it  may  be  wanting)  pap>  only  at  the  administration,  but  at  the  very 
liament  constantly  sits ;  and  parliament  alone  constitution  of  the  executive  government.  They 
is  competent  to  such  regulation.  We  want  attempted  to  form  in  parliament  a  board  for 
no  instructions  from  boards  of  trade,  or  from  the  protection  of  trade ;  which,  as  they  planned 
any  other  board;  and  Grod  forbid  we  should  it,  was  to  draw  to  itself  a  great  part,  if  not 
five  the  least  attention  to  their  reports.  Par-  the  whole,  of  the  functions  and  powers,  both  of 
liamentary  inquiry  is  the  only  mode  of  obtai-  the  admiralty,  and  of  the  treasury ;  and  thus, 
ning  parliamentaiy  information.  There  is  more  by  a  parliamentary  delegation  of  office  and 
real  knowledge  to  be  obtuned,  by  attending  officers,  they  threatened  absolutely  to  separate 
the  detail  of  fausiaess  in  the  ccxnmittees  above  these  departments  from  the  whole  system  of 
stairs,  than  erer  did  come,  or  ever  will  come  the  executive  government,  and  of  course  to 
from  any  board  in  this  kingdom,  or  from  all  of  vest  the  most  leading  and  essential  of  its 
them  together.  An  assiduous  member  of  pai^  attributes  in  this  boaurd.  As  the  executive 
liament  will  not  be  Uie  worse  instructed  there,  government  was  in  a  manner  convicted  of  a 
for  not  being  paid  a  thousand  a  year  for  lean*  dereliction  of  its  functions,  it  was  with  infi- 
lling his  lesson.  And  now  t|iat  I  speak  of  the  nite  difficulty,  that  this  blow  was  warded  off 
committees  above  stairs,  I  must  say,  that  in  that  session.  There  was  a  threat  to  renew 
having  tUl  lately  attoaded  them  a  good  deal,  I  the  same  in  the  next.  To  prevent  the  effect 
have  observed  that  no  description  of  members  of  this  manoeuvre,  the  court  opposed  another 
give  so  little  attendance,  either  to  communi-  manceuvre  to  it;  and  in  the  year  1696,  called 
cate,  or  to  obtain  instruction  upon  matters  of  into  Ufe  this  board  of  trade,  which  had  slept 
oonunoce,  as  the  honourable  members  of  the  since  1673. 

grave  board  of  trade.  I  really  do  not  recollect  This,  in  a  few  words,  is  the  history  of  the 
that  I  have  erer  seen  one  of  them  in  that  sort  regeneraticm  of  the  board  of  trade.  It  has 
of  business.  Possibly  some  members  may  perfectly  answered  its  purposes.  It  was  in- 
have  better  memories ;  and  may  call  to  mind  tended  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
lorae  job  that  may  have  accidentally  brought  to  compose  the  ferment  that  was  fhen  strongly 
ooe  or  other  of  them,  at  one  time  or  other,  to  working  in  parliament.  The  courtiers  were 
attend  a  matter  of  conmierce.  too  happy  to  be  able  to  substitute  a  board. 
This  board,  Sir,  has  had  both  its  original  which  they  knew  would  be  useless,  in  the  place 
fwmation,  and  its  regeneraticm,  in  a  job.  In  of  one  that  they  feared  would  be  dangerous, 
a  job  it  was  coaceired,  aind  in  a  job  its  mother  Thus  the  board  of  trade  was  reproduced  in  a 
brought  it  forth.  It  made  one  among  those  job ;  and  perhaps  it  is  the  only  instance  of  a 
abowy  and  specious  impositions,  which  one  public  body,  which  has  never  degenerated ; 
of  die  experiment-making  administrations  of  but  to  this  hour  preserves  all  the  health  and 
Ckariu  &e  Seoond  held  out  to  delude  the  peo-  vigour  of  its  primitive  institution, 
pie,  and  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  This  board  of  trade  and  plantations  has  not 
real  service  which  they  might  expect  from  a  been  of  any  use  to  the-  colonies,  as  colonies ; 
parliament  annually  sitting.  It  was  intended,  so  little  of  use,  that  the  flourishing  settlements 
also  to  corrupt  that  body  whenever  it  should  be  of  New  England,  of  Yirgiaia,  and  of  Mary- 
permitted  to  sit  It  was  projected  in  the  year  land,  and  all  our  wealthy  colonies  in  the  West 
1668,  and  it  continued  in  a  tottering  and  Indies,  were  of  a  date  prior  to  the  first  board 
rickely  chiUhood  for  about  three  or  four  years,  of  Charles  the  Second.  Pennsylvania  and 
br  it  died  in  the  year  1673,  a  babe  of  as  little  Carolina  were  settled  during  its  dark  quarter, 
hopes  as  ever  swelled  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the  interval  between  the  extinction  of  the 
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first,  and  the  formation  of  the  second  board,  acquisitions  of  imregulated  industry,  that  Uf 

Two  colonies  alone  owe  their  origin  to  that  thing  which  desenrea  the  name  of  acoloDyia 

board.    Georgia,  which,  till  lately,  has  made  that  province,  has  been  formed.    It  has  beei 

a  very  slow  progress;  and  never  did  make  formed   by  overflowings    from  the  exuberut 

any  progress  at  all,  until  it  wholly  got  rid  of  all  population  of  New  England,  and  by  ea» 

the  regulations  which  the  board  o(  trade  had  gration  firom  other  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  d 

moulded  into  its  original  constitution.     That  fiigitives  from  the  {nrotcction  of  the  board  d 

colony  has  cost  the  nation  very  great  sums  of  trade. 

money ;  whereas  the  colonies  which  have  had  But  if  all  of  these  things  were  not  moredM 

the  fortune  of  not  being  godfathered  by  the  sufficient  to  prove  to  you  the  inutili^  of  tfait 

board  of  trade  never  cost  the  nation  a  shil-  expen8i?e  establishment,  I  will  desire  yoa  li 

ling,  except  what  has  been  so  prq)erly  spent  recollect,  Sir,   that  those  who  may  be  voj 

in  losing  them.    But  the  colony  of  (Georgia,  ready  to  defend  it,  are  very  cautious  kov 

weak  as  it  was,  carried  with  it  to  the  last  they  employ  it ;  cautious  how  they  employ  it 

hour,  and  carries,  even  in  its   present  dead  even  in  appearance  and  pretence.    They  aif 

pallid  visage,  the  perfect  resemblance  of  its  afi'aid  they  should  lose  the  benefit  of  its  bSs* 

parents.     It  always  had,  and  it  now  has,  an  ence  in  parliament,  if  they  seemed  to  keepk 

establishment  paid  by  the  public  of  England,  up  for  any  other  purpose.     If  ever  th«f«  wo* 

for  the  sake  of  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  commercial  points  of  great  weight,  and  molt 

that  colony  having  never  been   able  or  wii-  closely  connected  with  our  dependencin,  thef 

ling  to  take   upon  itself  the  expense  of  its  are  those  which  have  been  agitated  and  deei* 

proper  government,   or  its  own  appropriated  ded  in  parliament  since  I  came  into  it   Whkh 

jobs.  of  the  innumerable  regulations  since  made  hii 

The   province   of  Nova  Scotia   was  the  their  origin  or  their  improvement  in  the  bond 

youngest  and  the  favourite  child  of  the  board,  of  trade  ?    Did  any  <^  the  several  East  lodil 

Good  God !  What  sums  the  nursing  of  that  bills  which  have  been  successively  prodiwad 

ill-thriven,  hard-visaged,  and  ill-favoured  brat,  since   1767,  originate  there?    Did  anyoM 

has  cost  to  this  wittol  nation!  Sir,  this  colony  dream  of  referring  them,  or  any  part  of  thai 

has  stood  us  in  a  sum  of  not  less  than  seven  thither?    Was  any  body  so  ridiculous  aserei 

hundred  thousand  pounds.    To  this  day  it  has  to  think  of  it  ?    If  ever  there  was  an  occsska 

made  no  repayment — It  does  not  even  support  on  which  the  board  was  fit  to  be  consulted,  it 

those  offices  of  expense,  which  are  miscalled  was  with  regard  to  the  acts  that  were  pr^ 

its  government ;  the  whole  of  that  job  still  lies  ludes  to  the  American  war,  or  attendant  oa ill 

upon  the  patient,  callous  shoulders  of  the  peo-  commencement :  those  acts  vreire  full  of  oa** 

pie  of  England.  mercial  regulatitnis,  such  as  they  were— Iht 

Sir,  T  am  going  to  state  a  fact  to  you,  that  intercourse  bill;  the  prohibitory  bill;  Ihefiik* 

will  serve  to  set  in  full  sunshine  the  real  value  of  ery  bill.    If  the  board  was  not  conceroed  ii 

formality  and  official  superintendance.     There  such  things,  in  what  particular  was  it  tfaoo^ 

was  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  one  little  fit  that  it  should  be  concerned  ?    In  the  coaM 

neglected  comer,  the  country  of  the  neutnd  of  all  these  bills  through  the  house,  lobsenwd 

French ;  which  having  the  good  fortune  to  es-  the  members  of  that  board  to  be  remaikaUf 

cape  the  fostering  care  of  both  France  and  cautious  of  intermeddling.     They  undenlood 

England,  and  to  have  been  shut  out  from  the  decorum  better;  they  know  that  matters  of 

protection  and  regulation  of  councils  of  com-  trade  and  plantations  are  no  business  of  theifli 

merce,  and  of  boards  of  trade,  did,  in  silence,  There  were  two   very  recent  ocaskmi^ 

without  notice,  and  without  assistance,  increase  which,  if  the  idea  of  any  use  for  the  bovd  irtd 

to  a  considerable  degree.    But  it  seems  our  not  been  eztinguidhed  by  prescription,  if 

nation  had  more  skill  and  ability  in  destroying^  peared  loudly  to  call  for  their  interfisrence. 

than  in  settling  a  colony.    In  the  last  war  we  When  commissioners  were  sent  to  p^  Ml 

did,  in  my  opinion,  most  inhumanly,  and  upon  majesty's  and  our  dutifiil  reelects  to  die  <»•• 

pretences  that  in  the  eye  of  an  honest  man  are  gress  of  the  United  States,  a  part  of  tboir 

not  worth  a  farthing,  root  out  this  poor  innocent  powers  under  the  commission  were,  it  seemif 

deserving  people,  whom  our  utter  inability  to  of  a  commercial  nature.     They  were  wAc 

govern,  or  to  reconcile,  gave  us  no  sort  of  right  rized  in  the  most  ample  and  undefined  mir 

to  extirpate.    Whatever  the  merits  of  that  ner,  to  form  a  c(Hnmercial  treaty  with  A»^ 

extirpation  might  have  been,  it  was  on  the  rica  on  the  spot.    This  was  no  trivial  ofcf* 

footsteps  of  a  neglected  people,  it  was  on  the  As  the  formation  of  such  a  treai^  wodd  nec«* 

fund  of  unconstrained  poverty,  it  was  on  the  sarilv  have  been  no  less  than  the  fareakiif  # 
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of  oar  whole  commercial  system,  and  the  a  restrained  benefit  naturally  required  much 

gtring  it  an  entire  new  form ;  one  would  ima-  detailed  management  and  positive  regulation. 

gine,  that  the  board  of  trade  would  have  sat  But  neither  the  qualified  propositions  which 

day  and  ni^t,  to  model  propositions,  which,  were  received,  nor  those  other  qualified  pro- 

oo  our  side,  mi|^t  serve  as  a  basis  to  that  positions  which  were  rejected  by  ministers, 

treaty.     No  sudb  thing.    Their  learned  lei-  were  the  least  concern  of  theirs,  or  were  they 

sure  was  not  in  the  least  interrupted,  though  ever  thought  of  in  the  business. 
one  of  the  members  of  the  board  was  a  com-         It  is  therefore.  Sir,  on  the  opinion  of  parlia- 

missioner,  and  might,  in  mere  compliment  to  ment,  on  the  opinion  of  the  ministers,  and  even 

his  office,  have  he&a  supposed  to  make  a  show  on  their  own^ opinion  of  their  inutility,  that  I 

of  deliberation  on  the  subject.    But  he  knew  shall  propose  to  you  to  suppress  the  board  of 

that  his  colleagues  would  have  thought  he  trcde  and  plantations ;  and  to  recommit  all  its 

laughed  in  their  faces,  had  he  attempted  to  business  to  the  council  from  whence  it  was 

bring  any  thing  the  most  distantly  relating  to  very  improvidently  taken ;  and  which  busi- 

oommerce  or  colonies  before  them.    A  noble  ness,  (whatever  it  might  be,)  was  much  better 

pafBon,  engaged  in  the  same  commissi(Xi,  and  done,  and  without  any  expense ;  and  indeed 

•ent  to  leam  hiscommercial  rudiments  in  New  where  in  effect  it  may  all  come  at  last.    Al- 

Tork,  (then  under  the  operation  of  an  act  fw  noost  all  that  deserves  the  name  of  business 

the  unirersal  prohibition  of  trade,)  was  soon  there,  is  the  reference  of  the  plantation  acts  to 

after  put  at  the  head  of  that  board.    This  con-  the  opinion  of  |rentlemen  of  the  law.    But  all 

tetnpt  fi'om  the  preseiH  ministers  o(  all  the  this  may  be  done,  as  the  Irish  business  of  the 

pretended  fimcti(His  of  that  board,  and  their  same  nature  has  always  been  done,  by  the 

manner  of  breathing  into  its  very  soul,  of  council,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  attorney 

injuring  it  with  its  animating  and  presiding  and  solicitor  general. 

principle,  puts  an  end  to  all  dispute  concerning  There  are  some  regulations  in  the  house- 
their  opini<xi  of  the  clay  it  was  made  (£  But  hold,  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  yeomen  of 
[  will  give  them  heaped  measure.  the  guards,  and  the  officers  and  band  of  gen- 
It  was  bat  the  other  day,  that  the  noble  lord  tlemen  pensioners,  which  I  shall  likewise  sQb- 
in  the  blue  riband  carried  up  to  the  house  of  mit  to  your  consideration,  far  the  purpose  of 
peers,  two  acts,  altering  I  think  much  for  the  regulating  establishments,  which  at  present 
better,  but  altering  in  a  great  degree,  our  whole  are  much  abused. 

eommercial  system.     Those  acts,  I  mean,  for         I  have  now  finished  all,  that  for  the  present 

pring  a  firee  trade  to  Ireland  in  woollens  and  in  I  shall  trouble  you  with  on  the  plan  of  re- 

aH  things  else,  with  independent  nations,  and  ducUon.    I  mean  next  to  propose  to  you  the 

giving  them  an  equal  trade  to  our  own  colo-  plan  of  arrangement,  by  which   I  mean  to 

■ies.     Here  too  the  novelty  of  this  great,  but  appropriate  and  fix  the   civil  list  money  to 

ardoous  and  critical  improvement  of  system,  its  several  services  according  to   their  na- 

wonld  make  ]rou  conceive  that  the  anxious  soli-  ture ;  for  I  am  thoroughly  sensible,  that  if  a 

eitode  of  die  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  discretion,  wholly  arbitrary  can  be  exercised 

would  have  wholly  destroyed  the  plan  of  sum-  over  the  civil  list  revenue,  although  the  most 

mer  recreation  of  that  board,  by  references  to  effectual  methods  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the 

examine,  compare,  and  digest  matters  for  par-  inferiour  departments  from    exceeding  their 

Inment — Toa  would  imagine,  that  Irish  com-  bounds,  the  plan  of  reformation  will  still  be  . 

missioaars  of  customs,  and  English  commis-  left  very  imperfect.     It  will  not,  in  my  opi- 

■iooers    of  customs,   and   commissioners  of  nion,  be  safe  to  permit  an  entirely  arbitrary 

escise,  that  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  discretion  even  in  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury 

every  denomination,  had  daily  crowded  their  himself;  it  will  not  be  safe  to  leave  with  him 

outer  rooms.    NU  hantm.    The  perpetual  vir-  a  power  of  diverting  the  public  money  from 

tual   adjoammoit,  and  the  unbroken  sitting  its  proper  objects,  of  paying  it  in  an  irregular 

vacatioo  of  that  board,  was  no  more  disturbed  course,  or  of  inverting  perhaps  the  order  of 

by  the  Irish  than  by  the  plantation  commerce,  time,  dictated  by  the  proportion  of  value, 

or  any  other  commerce.    The  same  matter  which  ought  to  regulate  his  application  of 

s  a  large  part  of  the  business  which  occu-  payment  to  service. 

i^Mb  hcNise  for  two  sessions  before ;  and  as         I  am  sensible  too,  that  the  very  operation 

ministers  were  not  then  mellowed  by  the  of  a  plan  of  oeconomy  which  tends  to  exone- 

■uld,  emollient,  and  engaging  blandishments  rate  the  civil  list  of  expensive  establishments, 

ef  our  dear  sistM*,  into  all  the  tenderness  of  may  in  some  sort  defeat  the  capital  end  we 

■i«ip*HiMiii  gurrender,  the  bouncte  and  limits  of  have  in  view,  the  independence  of  parliament ; 
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and  that  in  remoTUig  the  public  and  ostensible  ters  are  the  tides  of  our  connection  with  other 

means  of  influence,  we  may  increase  the  fund  nations.    They  are  not  upon  the  spot  to  de- 

of  private  corruption.    I  have  thought  of  some  mand  payment,  and  are  therefore  the  most  likely 

methods  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  surplus  cash  to  be,  as  in  fact  they  have  sometimes  been,  en- 

under  discretionary  application  ;  I  mean  the  tirely  neglected,  to  the   great  disgrace,  and 

heads  of  secret  service,  special  service^  variotis  perhaps  the  great  detriment  of  the  nation. 

payments,  and  the  like;  which  I  hope,  will  In  the  third  class,  I  would  bring  all  the 

answer,  and  which  in  due  time  I  shall  lay  tradesmen  who  supply  the  crown  by  caatnci, 

before  you.    Where  I  am  unable  to  limit  the  or  otherwise. 

quantity  of  the  sums  to  be  applied,  by  reason  In  the  fourth  class,  I  place  all  the  dcmiestic 

of  the   uncertain  quantity  of  the  service,  I  servants  of  the  king,  and  all  perscms  in  efli- 

endeavour  to  confine  it  to  its  line;  to  secure  cient  offices,  whose  salaries  do  not  exceed  two 

an  indefinite  application  to  the  definite  service  hundred  pounds  a  year, 

to  which  it  belongs ;  not  to  stop  the  progress  In  the  fifth,  upon  account  of  honour,  which 

of  expense  in  its  line,  but  to  confine  it  to  that  ought  to  give  place  to  nothing  but  charity  and 

line  in  which  it  professes  to  move.  rigid  justice,  I  would  place  the  pensions  and 

But  that  part  of  my  plan.  Sir,  upon  which  I  allowances  of  his  majesty's  royal  ^ucnily,  com- 

principally  rest,  that,  on  which  I  rely  for  the  prehending  of  course  the  queen,  together  with 

purpose  of  binding  up  and  securing  the  whole,  the  stated  allowance  of  the  privy  purse, 

is  to  establish  a  fixed  and  invariable  order  in  In  the  sixth  class,  I  place  those  efficient  of- 

all  its  payments,  which  it  shall  not  be  permit-  .fices  of  duty,  whose  salaries  may  exceed  the 

ted  to  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  upon  any  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 

pretence  whatsoever,  to  depart  from.    I  there-  In  the  seventh  class,  that  mixed  man  the 

fore  divide  the  civil  list  payment  into  nine  whole  pension  list. 

classes,  putting  each  class  forward  according  In  the  eighth,  the  offices  of  honour  about  the 

to  the  importance  or  justice  of  the  demand,  king. 

and  to  the  inability  of  the  persons  entitled  to  In  the  ninth,  and  the  last  of  i^,  the  salaries 

enforce  their  pretensions ;  Uiat  is,  to  put  those  and  pensions  of  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury 

first  who  have  the  most  efficient  offices,  or  himself,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 

claim  the  justest  debts ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  other  commissioners  of  the  treasury, 

from  the  character  of  that  description  of  men.  If  by  any  possible  mismanagement  of  that 

from  the  retiredness  or  the  remoteness  of  their  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  left  at  discretiooj 

situation,  or  from  their  want  of  weight  and  orby  any  other  mode  of  prodigality,  cash  should 

power  to  enforce  their  pretensions,  or  from  their  be  deficient  for  the  payment  of  the  lowest 

being  entirely  subject  to  the  power  of  a  minis-  classes,  I  propose,  that  the  amount  of  those  sala- 

ter,   without  any  reciprocal  power  of  awing,  ries  where  the  deficiency  may  happen  to  faD, 

ought  to  be  the  most  considered,  and  are  the  shall  not  be  caried  as  debt  to  the  account  of  the 

most  likely  to  be  neglected ;  all  these  I  place  succeeding  year,  but  that  it  shall  be  entirely 

in  the  highest  classes :  I  place  in  the  lowest  lapsed,  sunk  and  lost;  so  that  government  will  be 

those  whose  functions  are  of  the  least  imp(^-  enabled  to  start  in  the  race  of  every  new  year, 

tance,  but  whose  persons  or  rank  are  often  of  wholly  unloaded,  firesh  in  wind  and  in  vigour, 

the  greatest  power  and  influence.  Hereafter  no  civil  list  debt  can  ever  come 

In  the  first  class  I  place  the  judges,  as  oS  upon  the  public.    And  those  who  do  not  cun- 

the  first  importance.    It  is  the  public  justice  sider  this  as  saving,  because  it  is  not  a  ce^ 

that  holds  the  community  together ;  the  ease,  tain  sum,  do  not  ground  their  calculations  rf 

therefore,  and   independence   of  the  judges,  the  future  on  their  experience  of  the  past. 

ought  to  supersede  all  other  considerations,  and  I  know  of  no  mode  of  preserving  the  effeo 

they  ought  to  be  the  very  last  to  feel  the  ne-  tual  execution  of  any  duty,  but  to  make  it  the 

cessities  of  the  state,  or  to  be  obliged  either  to  direct  interest  of  the  executive  officer  that  it 

court  or  bully  a  minister  for  their  right:  they  shall  be  faithfully  performed.    Assuming,  then, 

ought  to  be  as  toeak  solicitors  on  their  ovm  de-  that  the  present  vast  allowance  to  the  cifil 

mands,  as  strenuous  asserters  of  the  rights  and  list  is  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  purposes, 

liberties  of  others.    The  judges  are,  or  ought  if  there  should  be  any  failure,  it  must  be  from 

to  be,  of  a  reserved  and  retired  character,  and  the  mismanagement  or  neglect  of  the  first  com- 

wholly  unconnected  with  the  political  world.  missioner  of  the  treasury;   since,  upon  the 

In  the  second  class,  I  place  the  foreign  mi-  proposed  plan,  there  can  be  no  expense  of  any 

nisters.    The  judges  are  the  links  of  our  con-  consequence,  which  he  is  not  himself  prefj" 

nections  with  one  another  ;  the  foreign  mini»>  ously  to  authorize  and  finally  to  controuL   It  it 
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therefore  just,  as  well  as  politic,  tliat  the  loss  sive,  than  if  he  had  knocked  them  down  with 
■bould  attach  upon  the  delinquency.  his  staff—"  Sir,  (or  my  Lord,)  you  are  calling 
If  the  &ilure  from  the  delinquency  should  for  my  own  salary — Sir,  you  are  calling  for  the 
be  very  considerable,  it  wiU  &ll  on  the  dass  a{^intments  of  my  colleagues  who  sit  about 
Erectly  above  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  as  me  in  office— Sir,  you  are  going  to  excite  a 
well  as  upon  himself  and  his  board.    It  will  mutiny  at  court  against  me — ^you  are  going  to 
fill,  as  it  ought  to  fall,  upon  offices  of  no  pri-  estrange  his  majisty's  confidence  from  me, 
mry  importance  in  the  state  ;  but  then  it  will  through  the  chamberlain,  or  the  master  o£  the 
bA  upon  persons,  whom  it  will  be  a  matter  horse,  or  the  groom  of  the  stole." 
tf  no  slight  importance  for  a  minister  to  pro-  As  things  now  stand,  every  man  in  propor- 
voke— it  will  fall  upon  persons  of  the  first  rank  tion  to  his  consequence  at  court,  tends  to  add 
ttd  consequence  in  the  kingdom ;  upon  those  to  the  expense  of  the  civil  list,  by  all  manner 
vlio  are  nearest  to  the  king,  and  frequently  of  jobs,  if  not  for  himself,  yet  for  his  depen- 
hure  t  more  interiour  credit  with  him  than  dents.    YHien  the  new  plan  is  established, 
tUb  minister  himself.    It  will  fall  upon  masters  those  who  are  now  suitors  for  jobs,  will  become 
^  the  horse,  upon  lord  chamberlains,  upon  the  most  strenuous  opposers  of  them.    They 
bid  itewards,  upon  grooms  of  the  stole,  and  will  have  a  common  interest  with  the  minister 
bidi  of  the   bcid-chamber.    The   household  in  public  ceconomy.    Every  class,  as  it  stands 
traops  form  an  army,  who  will  be  ready  to  low,  will  become  security  for  the  payment  of 
■atmy  for  want  of  pay,  and  whose  mutiny  the  preceding  class ;    aixl  thus  the  person;^ 
inQbe  reaUy  dreadful  to  a  commander  in  chief,  whose  insignificant  services  defraud  those  th&t 
A  rebellion  of  the  thirteen  lords  of  the  bed-  are  useful,  would  then  become  interested  in 
dumber  would  be  &r  more  terrible  to  a  mi-  their  payment.     Then  the  powerful,  instead 
uter,  and  would  probably  affect  his  power  of  expressing  would  be  obliged  to  support  the 
■ore  to  the  quick,  than  a  revolt  of  thirteen  co-  weak  ;  and  idleness  would  become  concerned 
koiei.    What  an  uproar  such  an  event  would  in  the* reward  o£  industry.    The  whole  &bric 
cnate  at  court !    What  petitions^  and  commit^  of  the  civil  cdconomy  would  become  compact 
tei,  and  oMndaUons,  would  it  not  produce !  and  connected  in  aH  its  parts ;  it  would  be 
BbM  me!  what  a  clattering  of  white  sticks  f(Hined  into   a  well-organized  body,   where 
ud  ]rdk>w  sticks  would  be  about  his  head —  every  member  contributes  to  the  support  of  the 
*iMU  a  storm  of  goU  keys  would  fly  about  the  whole :  and  where  even  the  lazy  stomach  se- 
Mn  of  the    minister— what   a    shower    of  cures  the  vigour  of  the  active  arm. 
Georges,  and  Thistles,  and  medals,  and  col-  This  plan,  I  really  flatter  myself,  is  laid,  not 
hn  of  S.S.  would  assail  him  at  his  first  en-  in  official  formality,  nor  in  airy  speculation, 
ituce  into  the  antichamber,  afler  an  insolvent  but  in  real  life,  and  in  human  nature,  in  what 
^Aristmas  quarter.    A  tumult  which  could  not  "  comes  home  (as  Bacon  says)  to  the  bu- 
k  appeased  by  all  the  harmony  of  the  new  siness  and  bosoms  of  men.'*    You  have  now, 
f9u'»  ode.      Rebellion   it  is  certain   there  Sir,  before  you,  the  whole  of  my  scheme,  as 
VouU  be ;  and  rebellion  may  not  now  indeed  far  as  I  have  digested  it  into  a  form,  that 
ki  so  critical  an  evoit  to  those  who  engage  in  might  be  in  any  respect  worthy  of  your  con- 
it,  since  its  price  is  so  correctly  ascertained  at  sideration. — I  intend  to  lay  it  before  you  in 
JM  a  thousand  pound.  five  biUs.*     The  plan  consists,  indeed,  of 
Sir,  this  classing,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  seri-  many  parts,  but  they  stand  upon  a  few  plain 
iOi  and  solid  security  for  the  performance  of  a  principles.    It  is  a  plan  which  takes  nothing 
■luster's  duty.    Lord  Coke   says,  that  the  from  the  civil  list  without  discharging  it  of  a 
itaff  was  put  into  the  treasurer's  hand  to  en-  burthen  equal  to  the  sum  carried  to  the  public 
aUe  him  to  support  himself  when  there  was  service.    It  weakens  no  one  function  neces- 
i»  money  in  the  exchequer,  and  to  beat  away  sary  to  government ;  but  on  the  contrary,  by 
■ipirtunate  soUcitors.    The  method,  which  I  appropriating  supply  to  service,  it  gives  it 
pnipoie,  woukl  hinder  him  from  the  necessity  greater  vigour.     It  provides  the  means  of 
^  nch  a  broken  staff  to  lean  on,  or  such  a  order  and  foresight  to  a  minister  of  finance, 
■iiwable  weapon  for  repulsing  the  demands  which  may  always  keep  all  the  objects  of  his 
«f  worthless  suitors,  who,  the  noble  lord  in  the  office,  and  their  state,  condition,  and  relations, 
**»  riband  knows,  will  bear  many  hard  blows  distinctly  before  him.    It  brings  forward  ac- 
«>thebead,  and  many  other  indignities,  before  counts  without  hurrying  and  distressing  the 
^"y  are  driven  from  the  treasury.    In  this  accountants  ;   whilst  it  provides    for  public 
l***^)  he  b  furnished  with  an  answer  to  all 
■•ir  im^mtunity ;  an  answer  far  more  conclu-  ♦  Titles  of  the  bills  read. 
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convenience,  it  regards  prirate  rights.  It  Biniatcr  and  aenrfle  dexterity,  for  the  poipow 
extinguishes  secret  corruption  almost  to  the  of  evading  our  duty,  and  defrauding  our  em- 
possibility  of  its  existence.  It  destroys  direct  ployers,  who  are  our  natural  lords,  of  the  ob- 
and  visible  influence  equal  to  the  offices  of  at  ject  of  their  just  expectations.  I  thiidt  the 
least  fifty  noembers  of  parliament.  Lastly,  it  whole  not  only  practicable,  but  practicable  ia 
prevents  the  provision  for  his  majesty's  chil-  a  very  short  time.  If  we  are  in  earnest  about 
dren,  from  being  diverted  to  the  political  pur-  it,  and  if  we  exert  that  industry,  and  thoee 
poses  of  his  minister.  talents  in  forwarding  the  work,  wfaidi  I  lo 

These  are  the  points,  on  which  I  rely  for  afraid  may  be  exerted  in  impeding  it— I  eih 
the  merit  of  the  plan :  I  pursue  ceconomy  in  a  gage,  that  the  whde  may  be  put  in  cora{)iete 
secondary  view,  and  only  as  it  is  connected  executi<Mi  within  a  year.  For  my  own  put, 
with  these  great  objects.  I  am  persuaded,  I  have  very  little  to  recommend  me  Cor  this  or 
that  even  for  supply  this  scheme  will  be  far  for  any  task,  but  a  kind  of  earnest  and  aBziew 
from  unfruitful,  if  it  be  executed  to  the  extent  perseverance  of  mind,  whkJi,  with  all  its  foed 
I  propose  it.  I  think  it  will  give  to  the  public,  and  all  its  evil  effects,  is  moulded  into  ay  coo* 
at  its  periods,  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  stitution.  I  faithfully  oagage  to  the  house,  H 
pounds  a  year ;  if  not,  it  will  give  them  a  they  choose  to  appoint  me  to  ai^  part  in  Haa 
system  of  (economy,  which  is  itself  a  great  execution  of  this  woik,  whioh  (when  they  bve 
revenue.    It  gives  me  no  little  pride  and  satis*     made  it  theirs  by  the  improvements  <k  their 

faction,  to  find  that  the  principles  of  my  pro-  wisdom,  will  be  worthy  of  the  able  assistcnee 

ceedings  are,  in  many  respects,  the  very  same  they  may  give  me)  that  by  night  aad  bjr 

with  those  which  are  now  pursued  in  the  plans  day,  in  to%vn,  or  in  country,  at  the  desk,  er 

of  the  French  minister  of  finance.    I  am  sure,  in  the   forest,  I  wiQ,  without  regard  to  con* 

that  I  lay  before  you  a  scheme  easy  and  prao-  venience,  ease,  or  pleasure,  devote   nqrself 

ticable  in  ^1  its  parts.    I  know  it  is  common  to  their  service,  not  expecting  or  adoiiKiig 

at  once  to  applaud  and  to  reject  all  attempts  any  reward  whatsoever.    I  owe  to  this  good* 

of  this  nature.    1  know  it  is  common  for  men  try  my  labour,  which  is  my  all ;  and  I  onreto 

to  say,  that  such  and  such  things  are  perfectly  it  ten  times  more  industry,  tf  ten  times  more 

right — very  desirable ;  but  that,  unfortunately,  I  could  exert.     Afier  all  I  riiall  be  an  uB' 

tfiey  arc  not  practicable.    Oh!  no.  Sir,  no.  profitable  servant. 

Those  things  which  are  not  practicable,  are        At  the  same  time,  if  I  am  able,  aad  if  I 

not  desirable.    There  is  nothing  in  the  world  shall  be  permitted,  [  will   lend  an  huiriile 

really  beneficial,  that  does  not  lie  within  the  helping  hand  to  any  other  good  work  which  is 

reach  of  an  informed  understanding,  and  a  going  on.    I  have  not.  Sir,  the  firantie  pr^ 

well-directed  pursuit.     There  is  nodiing  that  sumption  to  suppose,  that  this  plan  contains 

God  has  judged  good  for  us,  that  he  has  not  in  it  the  whole  of  what  the  public  has  a  right 

given  us  tfie  means  to  accomplish,  both  in  the  to  expect,  in  the  great  work  of  reforraatkiith^ 

natural  and  the  moral  world.    If  we  cry,  like  call  fbr.    Indeed  it  falls  infinitely  short  of  it. 

children  fbr  the  moon,  like  children  we  must  It  falls  short,  even  of  my  own  ideas.    I  have 

cry  on.  some  thoughts  not  yet  fully  ripened,  rdative  to 

We  must  follow  the  nature  of  our  affauig,  a  reform  in  the  customs  and  excise,  as  weU  as 

and  conform  ourselves  to  our  situation.    If  we  in  some  other  branches  of  financial  admiais- 

do,  our  objects  are  plain  and  compassable.  tration.     There  are  other  things  too,  which 

Why  should  we  resolve  to  do  nodiing,  because  iorm  essential  parts  in  a  great  plan  fbr  the 

what  I  propose  to  you  may  not  be  the  exact  purpose  of  restoring  the  independence  of  par* 

demand  of  the  petition ;  when  we  are  far  fr(mi  liament.    The  contractor's  biU  of  last  year  it 

resolved  to  comply  even  with  what  evidently  is  is  fit  to  revive ;  and  I  rejoice  thai  it  is  in  better 

so  ?    Does  this  sort  of  chichanery  become  us  ?  bands  than  mine.    The  bill  fbr  suspending  the 

The  people  are  the  masters.    They  have  only  votes  of  custom-house  officers,  brought  into 

to  express  their  wants  at  large  and  in  gross,  parliament  several  years  ago,  by  one  of  oar 

We  are  the  expert  artists ;  we  are  the  Wilful  worthiest   and  wisest  m^ifera,'*'   (vroyM  ^ 

workmen,  to  shape  their  desires  into  perfect  God  we  could  along  with  the  plan  revive  the 

form,  and  to  fk  the  utensil  to  the  use.    They  person  who  designed  it.)     But  a  man  of  very 

are  the  suflerers,  they  tell  the  symptoms  of  the  real  integrity,  honour,  and  ability  will  be  fonod 

complaint ;  but  we  know  the  exact  seat  of  the  to  take  his  place,  and  to  cany  his  idea  into 
disease,  and  how  to  apply  the  remedy  ac- 

cording  to  the  rules  of  art.    How  shocking        *  ^,  Dowdeswell,  Esq.  chanceUor  of  the  ex 

would  It  be  to  see  us  pervert  our  skill,  mto  a  chequer,  1765. 
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Sail  «ceeut«oQ.    Tou  gU  see  how  neceaa»ry  it  not  jljiose  thftt  lovo  you  vest.     Moderajte 

jp  to  reviev  our  niUtary  expenses  for  some  afiection,  ^nd  sajtiaXed  eotjoymei^t,  ^re  cold 

jMus  pa«t}  afl4i  if  possiUe,  to  bind  up  and  and  respectful ;   but   an  ardent  and  iniured 

close  that  bleeding  artery  of  profusion;  bu^  ^sion  is  tendered  ujp  wijth  wratlji^  and  grief 

|b«t  busiAiess  also,  I  have  reason  to  hope^  wiU  ju4  sjbguoe,  a«d  conscious  worthy  and  t|te  mad^ 

]w  mdeirtaken  by  ahilities  that  are  fyHy  ade-  ifepiog  se^se  of  vioJjKted  right.    A  j^^alous  love 

i|BalA  to  it.    Something  must  be  deyiaed  (if  lights  his  torch  Q'om  the  firebraiids  of  the  fu^ 

poasifafe)  ta  chock  the  ruinous  sxpeose  ^  4m. — They  whp  caH  upoA  you  to  belong 

<i»ctions.  vthoUy  to  the  pec^,  are  those  vfho  wish  you 

Sir,  all  or  mostof  these  things  must  be  done,  to  rntum  to  your  pnper  home ;  to  the  sphere 

Kveiry  one  must  take  his  part.  of  your  duty,  to  the  post  of  yoiu:  honour,  to 

Jf  we  should  be  able  by  dexterity  oc  power  the  mansion-bouse  of  all  genuine,  serene,  and 
«r  iBCri|<ue«  to  disappoint  the  expectations  of  aolid  satisfaction.  We  baire  fumisbed  to  the 
opr  oonsjtatueiijts,  what  will  it  avail  us?  Wo  people  of  England  (indited  we  have^  some 
aImU  never  be  strong  or  artful  enough  to  parry,  .rp^i  cause  of  jealousy.  Let  us  leave  that  sort 
or  to  put  by  the  yresistiUe  demajods  of  our  qf  comply  which«  if  it  doe^i  not  destroy  our 
mtnmtvmL,  That  situation  calls  upoa  us,  and  .ionocmce,  poUutes  our  honour :  let  us  free 
japon  «Mr  copstijtueip^  too,  with  a  voice  which  ofuvrselves  fi  once  from  every  thing  that  can 
miU  be  beipl.  I  am  sure  no  man  is  more  incre^pe  tjbkeir  su8|^ciov»,  and  inflame  their 
nMloqsly  altai^ed  than  I  am  to  the  privi^ges  JMSl^  reseujbpfie^:  let  us  cast  ^w#y  from  Jus> 
4if  this  lioHse,  particuJUurly  w  regard  to  the  wilth  4  generovtp  spoix^  fll  the  Iovo-to|lcens,  and 
exclusive  management  of  money.  The  lords  iqnuhols  th%t  we  i^ave  been  vain  and  li^ 
Wve  i¥>  iright  to  tiie  disposition,  in  any  sense,  enough  to  ACQept  ;*-^thip  klrap^^ts,  9fid  snuOf- 
0f  the  public  pwse;  but  they  have  gov?  further  boxes,  and  miniature  picture^  apd  1^  de^i 
in  aelMenial*  than  our  utmost  jealousy  oohU  irj^s,  ^3^  all  thj»  otfjier  i^ulteroua  trinkets  (hat 
hvre  raqiured.  A  power  of  examiuiiiig  ac-  .ac^  the  plec^es  of  our  jj^iien^tio^,  and  the  mo- 
coonts,  to  censure,  c<Hrect,  and  punjbh,  wf  ouments  of  .our  sh^me.  I^t  ui?  return  to  our 
■erer^  that  I  know  of,  have  thought  of  denying  legiti^a^ate  hoiJAo,  aJftd  all  j/^  and  all  quarrels 
to  the  bouse  of  lords.  It  is  somejlhing  mo^e  wj^\i  he  1^  in  embraces.  Let  the  commons 
tihnn  a  century  since  we  voted  thi^t  bpdly  use-  in  parliament  fissemhled;  he  one  and  the  s^mo 
lasa  i  they  have  xv>w  voted  thenRseives  so.  ttog  with  d^  coB|miou^  at  ^ge.  The  dis- 
The  whole  hope  of  reformation  is  at  length  ii/ffitiof^  jthajt  ar^  fpl^  to  separate  us,  sf  e 
0Mt  upon  us;  and  let  us  not  deceive  the  na-  jwmatjwraji  j^  wicked  contrivances.  Let  us 
Imp,  vdiich  4oes  us  the  hwomr  to  h^ope  every  i^mnijfyf  let  ^  jncprporate  qu^selves  with  the 
Jhing  from  our  virtue.  If  «^  ^e  nation  arf  people.  Let  w  jput  all  ^e  cables  and  snap  the 
mt  eqpially  ibrwa^d  to  preps  this  dfffiy  upon  w  9h9M9  whieh  tie  us  to  ^p  ^ipiaithiul  shore,  ^ 
yet  be  asswed,  tlv«t  ^h^y  will  .e^aljy  expe^  enter  itm  (Sdfva^y  .h«rhQur>  ik^  slM^ts  fy^  «ut 
■e  ahoukl  piefl^vnn  it.  The  xeqsectfiM  #^09  ia(o  Ihe  mm  1(9  m^^  f^d  je^es  tp  ci^ceive 
#f  Ihope  jirhp  waH  upqn  ypur  <pl(UMHu-ej  ovy^ht  U8.TTr'<  War  wi^  the  -JKork),  and  RClf^e  yirith 
l#  bf  IP  p^twerful  wA  yoMj  9^  the  .q^Jl^  th^Hf  our  constituents.''  Be  this  our  motto,  and  our 
who  require  your  service  as  their  right;.  ,te#j  principle,  "fj^^  W<ilfte4,  .ve  ||h^ll  b^  truly 
without  doors,  afiect  to  feel  hurt  for  your  dig-  great.  Respecting  ourselves  we  shall  be  re- 
alty, because  they  suppose  that  menaces  are  spected  by  the  world.  At  present  all  is 
held  out  to  you.  Jnstify  their  good  opinion,  troubled  and  cloudy,  and  distracted,  and  full 
by  shewing  that  no  menaces  are  necessary  to  of  anger  and  turbulence,  both  abroad  and  at 
itimulate  you  to  your  duty. — But,  Sir,  whilst  home ;  but  the  air  may  be  cleared  by  this 
we  may  sympathise  with  them,  in  one  point,  storm,  and  light  and  fertility  may  follow  it. 
who  syn^thise  with  us  in  another,  we  ought  Let  us  give  a  faithful  pledge  to  the  people  that 
to  attend  no  less  to  those  who  approach  us  like  we  honour,  indeed,  the  crown;  but  that  we 
men,  and  who,  in  the  guise  of  petitioners,  belong  to  them ;  that  we  are  their  auxiliaries, 
■peak  to  us  in  the  tone  of  a  concealed  autho-  and  not  their  task-masters ;  the  fellow-labourers 
lity.  It  is  not  wise  to  force  them  to  speak  out  in  the  same  vineyard,  not  lording  over  their 
more  plainly,  what  they  plainly  mean. — ^But  rights,  but  helpers  of  their  joy :  that  to  tax 
tibe  petitioners  are  violent.  Be  it  so.  Those  them  is  a  grievance  to  ourselves,  but  to  cut  ofl 
who  are  least  anxious  about  your  conduct,  are  fix>m  our  enjo3maents  to  forward  theirs,  is  the 

highest  gratification  we  are  capable  of  re- 

♦  Rejection  of  Lord  Shelburne's  motion  in  the  <^"^"»g;    }  f®®!  with  comfort,  that  we  are  aU 

boose  of  lords.  warmed  with  these  sentiments,  and  while  we 

Vol  I.— 20 
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are  thof  wann,  I  wish  we  nrnj  go  directly  ditaments,  held  by  his  majesty  in  lightof  the 
and  with  a  cheerful  heart  to  thu  salutaiy  aaid  principality,  or  coanty  palatine  of  Ches- 
work.  teXf  tmdfcr  appiymg1hefrod»tceil^^ 
Sir,  I  more  for  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill,  puhHc  aenHee.** 
**  For  thebetterregulation  of  his  majesty's  8d.  ''A  bill  for  uniting  to  the  crown  tbe 
civil  establishments,  and  of  certain  public  duchy  and  county  palatine  of  Lancaster ;  for 
offices;  for  the  limitation   of  pensions,  the  suppression  of  onnecessaiy  offices  now  be- 
and  the  suppression  of  sundry  useless,  longing    thereto ;   for  the  aseertammcirf  ad 
expensive,  and  inconvenient  places ;  and  aecuri^  of  tenant  and  other  rights  i  and  for  the 
for  applying  the  monies  saved  thereby  to  sale  o£  idl  rmits,  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
the  public  service."'*'  ditaments,  and  forests,  within  the  said  duchy 
Lord  North  stated,  that  there  was  a  difie-  and  county  palatine,  or  either  of  them;  and 
rence  between  this  bill  for  regulating  the  esta-  for  eppfying  the  produce  ^lereqf  to  AepMk 
blishments,  and  some  of  the  others,  as  they  sertn'ce." — And  it  uww  ordered  that  Mr.  Boike, 
affected  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  crown ;  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Cavendish,  Sir  George 
and  therefore  wished  them  to  be  postponed,  Savile,  Colonel  Barrft,  Mr.  Thomas  Town- 
till    the    king's    consent  could  be  obtained,  shond,  Mr.  Byng,  Mr  Dunning,  ^r  Joeepii 
This  distinction  was  strongly  controverted  ;  Mawbey,  Mr.  Recorder  of  LoiMion,  Sir  Ro- 
but  when  it  was  insisted  on  as  a  point  of  deco-  bert  Clayton,  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu,  tbe 
rum  cmJbff  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  them  to  Earl  of  Upper  Ossocy,  Sir  William  Giiit»} 
another  day.    Accordingly,  on  the  Monday  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  do  prepare  ami  bring  m  tk 
following,  viz.  February  14,  leave  was  given,  tame, 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  without  opposi-  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Burke  moved  for 
tion,  to  bring  in  leave  to  brmg  in— 4th.  ^'  A  bill  for  uniting  the 
1st.  "  A  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  forest  and  duchy  of  Cornwall  to  the  crown ;  for  the  sup- 
other  crown  lands,  rents,  and  hereditaments,  pression  of  certain  unnecessary  offices  now 
writh  certain  exceptions  ;  and  for  apjpiying  the  belonging  thereto;  for  the  aacertaimneni  «d 
produce  thereqf  to  the  public  service ;  and  for  eecurity  of  tenant  and  other  rigkte;  and  for  the 
securing,  ascertaining,  and  satisfying,  tenant'  sale  of  certain  rents,  lands,  and  tenements, 
righUf  and  common  and  other  rights."  within  or  belonging  to  the  said  duchy;  and 
2d.  <*  A  bill  for  the  more  perfectly  uniting  for  apphpng  the  pnduce  theret^  to  theptHk 
to  the  crown  the  principally  of  Wales,  and  service" 

the  county  palatine  of  Chester,  and  for  the  But  some  objections  being  made  by  the  nr> 
niore  conmiodious  administration  of  justice  veyor-general  of  the  duchy  concenung  the 
within  the  same ;  as  also  (or  abolishing  certain  rights  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  now  in  his  mi- 
offices  now  appertaining  thereto  ;ybr  quieting  nority,  and  Lord  North  remaining  perfectly 
dormant  damSf  ascertemting  and  seeming  le-  silent,  Mr. Burke,  at  length,  though  hestrong- 
nanl^ights;  and  for  the  sale  of  all  the  forest  \y  c(»tended  against  the  {nrinciple  of  the  ob- 
lands,  and  other  huids,  tenements,  and  hwe-  jection,  consented  to  withdraw  diis  last  motion 

Mr  the  present,  to  be  renewed  upon  in  tsr^ 

*  The  motion  was  Mcondad  by  Vx.  Foz.  oocasion. 
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__  MAYOR,  AlfD  GEXTLSaCESI. 

I  AM  extremely  {leased  at  the 
of  this  large  and  respectable  meeiin?.  The 
■teps  I  may  be  obliged  to  take  will  want  ihe 
■anction  of  a  considerable  authority ;  and  in 
explaining  any  thing  which  may  appear  doafcii- 
Ihl  in  my  public  conduct,  I  must  naturally 
«lesire  a  very  full  audience. 

I  have  been  backward  to  begin  my  canTiflL 
— ^The  dissolution  of  the  parliament  was  un- 
certain ;  and   it   did  not  become  me,  by  an 
mseasonable  importunity,  to  appear  diffident 
of  the  fiu;t  of  my  six  years*  endeavours  to  please 
vou.    I  had  served  the  city  of  Bristol  honour- 
ably ;  and  the  city  of  Bristol  had  no  reason  to 
think,  that  the  means  of  honourable  Berrice 
to  the  public,  were  become  indiffV;rerji  to  me. 
I  found  on  my  arrival  here,  that  three  gen- 
tlemen had  been  long  in  eager  pursiji*. '/  u 
object  which  but  two  of  us  can  obtain.     I 
(bund,  that  they  had  all  met  with  enco  Jrase- 
ment.    A  contested  election  in  such  a  ci'.y  «i 
this,  is  no  light  thing.     I  paused  on  the  briii* 
of  the  precipice.     These  three  gentlemen,  far 
various  merits,  and  on  various  titles,  I  nadt 
DO  doubt  were  worthy  of  your  favour.    I  shai 
never  attempt  to  raise  myself  by  depreciating 
the  merits  of  my  competitors.     In  the  com- 
plexiiv  and  confusion  of  these  cross  iHirsuits, 
I  wished  to  take  the  authentic  public  sense  of 
mv  friends  uj)on  a  business  of  so  much  deli- 
cacy.   I  wished  to  take  your  opinion  along  with 
me;  that  if  I  should  give  up  the  contest  at  the 
TtTv  bcpinnin^,  my  surrender  of  my  post  may 
not  seem  the  effect  of  inconstancy,  or  timidry. 
or  anper,  or  disgust,  or  indolence,  or  any  O'JMir 
temper  unbecoming  a  man  who  has  cng«$«c 
in  the  public  service.     If.  on  tlie  contra-;    .' 
■liould  undertake  the  election,  and  fail  of  mm/- 
cess.  I  was  full  as  anxious,  thait  it  sbuuK.  if 
mftnifest  to  llie  whole  world,  that  the  pen*?  < 
die  city  had  not  been  broken  by  my  rusuim 
pKsunptioa,  or  i^HBwit  of  my  owi.  imr: 
I  am  not  cor*  ^^be  and  cmuMfe- 

jgmeai.  u^aieiH. 
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most  excepted  to.    But  I  must  first  beg  leave  for  protection :  where,  if  they  must  sacrifice 

just  to  hint  to  you,  that  we  my  tmShr  verf  their  repatatiooi  tboy  will  at  least  secure  their 

great  detriment  by  bein^  iyp€h  \d  hrtfrf  tall^.  ifatet^t    Depe^  tipon  it,  that  the  lovers  of 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  how  much  of  service  freedom  will  be  free.    None  will  violate  their 

is  loM  dfom  8t>frit»  Art!  of  ^thrity,  abd  full  of  ^ooscience  to  please  ns,  \A  ^t6»  afM^Ankfe 

taer^f  ^hb  ClUA  prHtHit^,  who  4M  nMhiiilg  discharge  that  ooiiacienee,  whiKb  tlMf  hire 

forward,  to  great  and  capital  objects,  when  you  violated,  by  doing  us  iaithful  and  affactiooate 

oblige  them  to  be  continually  looking  back,  service,     if  we  degrade  and  deprave  ttieir 

Whilst  they  are  defending  one  service,  they  minds  by  servility,  it  will  be  absurd  to  expect, 

defraud  you  of  an  hundred.    Applaud  us  when  that  they  who  are  oreeping  and  abject  towards 

we  run ;  console  ur  wheil  W9  fttt;  dtOSBY  tO  IS,  will  ever  be  bdd  and  incorruptible  asser- 

when   we   recover ;  but  let  us  pass  on — fi)r  tors  of  our  freedom,  against  the  most  seducing 

God's  sake,  let  us  pass  on.  and  the  most  formidable  of  all  powers.    No! 

Do  yoQ  thiiric,  geaitlenieA,  that  ev^ery  poblitB  human  nature  is  not  so  foraied;  mr  sfaall  m 

act  in  the  six  yeirs  since  I  stxiod  vk  this  piaeii  kafprove  the  facultidi  or  better  the  smrais  of 

before  yon — that  aH  the  arduous  things  whrch  pilblic  men,  by  oar  posseisieit  of  Ae  nmt 

have  been  done  in  tMs  eventful  period,  which  in&lKbte  receipt  in  the  ^vorld  for  maddngcbesti 

has  crowded  iotb  a  few  year^  space  the  revo-  and  bjfpocrites. 

lotions  of  an  age,  can  be  oi^ned  to  yoa  on  Ldt  me  say  with  pliiumeBS,  I  who  an  bo 

their  fair  gromidi  in  hatf  an  hour^fei  convert  kUiger  in  a  public  dmracter,  that  if  fay  a  fiui^ 

sation  ?  by  an  indulgent,  by  a  gendemanly  behavioar 

But  it  is  no  reason,  beeauM  th^re  is  a  bad  to  oar  representatives,  we  da  not  give  taiA' 

ihode  of  inquiry,  that  thera  should  be  no  exa-  dence  to  their  mwds,  wad  a  liberal  scope  to 

mination  at  all.    Most  certainly  il  is  oar  duty  dveir  understandii^ ;  if  we  do  not  perarit  oar 

to  examine ;  it  is  our  latereat  too.— BUt  it  members  to  act  upon  a  very  enlarged  vnw  il 

masi  be  with  discretion ;  with  an  attention  to  things ;  we  shall  at  length  infallibly  degrade 

all  the  circumstances,  and  to  all  the  motives  (  our  national  representation  into  a  doofinedairf 

Hke  sound  judges,  and  not  like  cavMHng  petti*  scuffling  bustle  of  local  agency.    When  the 

feggers  and  quibbling  pleaders,  prying  into  popular  member  is  narrowed  in  his  ideaS)  vA 

flaws  and  hunting  for  exceptions. — IJocdc,  gen-  rendered  timid  in  his  proceedings,  die  sernoi 

tlemen,  to  the  whtde  tenmar  of  yoor  ibember'a  of  the  crown  will  be  the  sole  nursery  of  states- 

condnct    T^  whether  his  ambition  or  hit  men.    Among  the  frolics  of  the  edOrt,  it  naif 

avarice  have  jiiAistled  hihk  out  of  die  atrait  line  at  length  take  that  of  attending  to  its  busiseaa 

of  duty ;   or  whether  that  grand  foe  of  the  <^  Then  the  monopoly  of  mentsd  power  will  hit 

fices  of  active  life,  that  master-vico  ih  men  of  added  to  the  power  (^  all  odier  kidds  it  f» 

business,  a  degenerate  and  inglorious  Moth,  sesses.    On   the   side  of  the   peofrie   then 

has  made  him  flag  and  languish  in  his  course  ?  will  be  nothing  but  impotence :  for  igHuraniw 

This  is  the  object  of  oar  inquiry.    If  our  mem-  ti  impotence;  narrowness  of  mind  is  inqx)* 

ber*8  conduct  can  bear  thiii  toodi,  mark  it  for  tence ;  timidity  is  itself  impotence,  and  nekei 

sterling.    He  may  have  laUen  into  errours^  all  other  qualities  that  go  alcmg  with  it,  itap» 

he  must  have  faults ;  but  our  errour  is  greater,  tent  and  useless. 

and  our  fault  is  radically  ruifioaa  to  oursdVes,  At  present  it  is  the  plan  d£  ttie  coart  to  anko 

if  we  do  not  bear,  if  we  do  not  evefn  apf^Udf  its  servants  insignificant  If  the  people  sfaoaU 

the  wholb  corfnpound  and  mixed  nuisd  of  such  a  fall  into  the  same  humour,  and  shcMild  cfaooM 

dliaracter.    Not  to  act  thos  is  folly ;  I  had  their  servants  on  the  same  princi{^es  of  mere 

aknost  said  it  is  impiety.    He  censures  God)  obsequiousness,  and  flexibility,  aind  total  vt- 

who  quarrels  widx  die  imperfootions  of  man.  cancy  or  indifierence  of  opinion  in  all  ptd>lie 

Gentlemen,  we  must  not  be  peevish  with  matters,  then  no  part  of  the  state  will  be  sound; 

those  who  serve  tb^  people.    For  none  IriU  and  it  will  be  in  vain  to  think  of  saving  it. 

serve  us  whilst  there  is  a  court  to  serve,  but  I  thought  it  very  expedient  at  this  time  to 

those  who  kre  of  a  nice  and  jealous  hondur.  give  you  this  candid  counsel ;  and  with  this 

They  who  tfafhik  every  thirig,  in  cdmparisoii  counsel  I  would  willingly  close,  if  the  matteia 

of  that  honour,  to  bb  dust  and  ashea,  will  ndt  which  at  various  times  have  beein  objected  to 

bear  to  have  it  soiled  and  impaired  by  those,  ine  in  this  city  concerned  only  myself,  and  mf 

for  whdse  sake  they  make  a  thousand  sacri-  own  election.     These  charges,  I  think,  are 

fioes  t6  ipreserve  it  immaculate  and  whde.  four  in  number ; — myneglectofadoeattenties 

We  shall  either  driVe  such  men  from  the  .pul>-  to  my  constituents,  die  not  paying  more  f«- 

tie  ata^,  or  we  ahall  send  them  to  the  eoort  qoetit  visits  here  $— my  conduct  on  the  oAiii 
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of  the  first  Irkh  tnul«  aets ;— my  opinion  and  round  me  who  are  my  willing  witnesaas ;  and 
mode  (^  proeeeding  on  Lord  BMuichamp'a  there  are  others  who,  if  they  were  here,  would 
debtora'  biBs ;— «nd  my  votes  on  the  late  afikire  be  still  better  ;  because  they  would  be  unwil- 
oTthe  Roman  Catholios.   All  of  these  (except  ling  witnesses  to  the  same  truth.    It  was  in 
perhaps  the  first)  relate  to  matters  (^  very  con-  the  middle  of  a  summer  residence  in  London, 
sidendiie  public  eoneem ;  and  it  is  not  lest  you  and  in  the  middle  of  a  negotiation  at  the  admi- 
ahoold  censure  me  improperly,  but  lest  you  ralty  for  your  trade,  that  I  was  called  to  Bris- 
■hoaldform  improper  opinions  on  oiatters  of  td;  and  this  late  visit,  at  this  late  day,  has 
some  moment  1o  yea,  that  I  trouble  you  at  all  been  possibly  in  prejudice  to  your  affairs. 
npoa  the  subject.     My  conduct  is  of  small  ^ince  I  have  touched  upon  this  matter,  let 
importance.                         -  me  say,  gentlemen,  that  if  f  had  a  disposition, 
With  regard  to  ^e  first  charge,  my  friends  or  a  right  to  complain,  I  have  some  cause  of 
fiave  spoken  to  me  of  it  in  die  style  of  amicable  complaint  en  my  side.    With  a  petition  of 
ezpostolatioa ;  not  so  mndi  blaming  the  thing,  this  ci^  in  my  hand,  passed  through  the  cor- 
as  lamenting  the  effects. — Others,  less  partial  poration  without  a  dissenting  voice,  a  petition 
to  noe,  were  less  Mad  in  assigning  the  motives,  in  unison  with  almost  the  whole  voice  of  the 
I  admit,  there  is  a  decorum  and  pn^riety  in  a  Idagdora,  (with  whose  formal  thanks  I  was 
nember  of  pariiaraent's  paying  a  respectfiil  covered  over,)  while  Ilaboiued  on  no  less  than 
court  to  his  constituentB.    If  I  were  conscious  five  bills  ibr  a  public  reform,  and  fought  against 
to  myadf  that  pbasnre  or  dissipation,  or  low  the  opposition  of  great  abilities,  and  of  the 
mwotlliy  occupations,  had  detained  me  €ram  greatest  power,  every  clause,  and  every  word 
personal  attendance  wi  you,  I  weidd  readily  of  the  largest  of  thpse  biHs,  almost  to  the  very 
ndmit  my  fault,  and  quietly  submit  to  the  last  day  ef  a  very  long  session ;  all  this  time  a 
penalty.    But,  gentlemen,  I  live  at  an  hundred  canvass  in  Bristol  was  as  qUmly  carriod  on  as 
miles  distance  fixnn  Bristd ;  and  at  the  end  of  if  I  were  dead.    I  was  opnsidered  as  a  man 
»  session  I  come  to  my  own  hoitte,  fatigued  in  wholly  out  of  the  question.    Whibt  I  watched, 
body  and  in  mu^,  to  a  litde  repose,  and  to  a  uid  iasted,  and  sweated  in  die  house  of  com- 
▼ery  little  attention  to  my  faraify  and  my  pri-  mons— by  the  most  easy  and  ordinary  arts  of 
▼ate  concerns.    A  visit  to  Bristol  is  always  a  election,  by  dinners  and  yisits,  by  "  How  do 
sort  cf  caqv^Lss  j  else  it  will  do  more  harm  than  you  do's,''  and  *'  My  worthy  friends,'^  I  was 
rod.     To  pass  ircm  tiie  toils  of  a  session  to  to  be  quiedy  moved  out  of  my  seat— «n4  pro- 
ne tofls  of  a  canvass,  is  the  fivthest  thing  in  miaes  were  made,  and  engagements  entered 
Ibe  world  from  repose.    I  could  faavdly  serve  into,  witbont  any  exception  or  reserve,  as  if 
jou  at  fikn^  done,  and  court  you  too.    Most  my  laborkMs  zesl  in  my  duty  bad  l^en  a  regu- 
(ifyoa  haye  heard,  that  I  do  not  very  remai^-  lax  abdication  of  aqr  trust, 
pify  spare  n)y8elf  in  pubHe  bnsiness;  and  in  To  open  n^  yfkf^»  heart  to  you  on  this  sub? 
tkepnpqte  bq^iness  of  my  consUCuents  I  have  ject,  I  do  confess,  bewpver,  that  there  were 
done  very  near  as  much  as  those  wbe  favre  -other  times  besidM  the  tW9  years  in  which  I 
notlfing  dsjB  to  do.    My  canvass  of  you  was  did  visit  you,  whnn  I  was  ppt  wholly  withput 
not  on  the-change,  nor  tn  the  county  meetings,  leisure  &g  repeating  that  marjc  ^  my  respect, 
nor  in  the  dubs  of  this  dky :    It  was  in  &e  But  I  could  not  bring  my  mind  to  see  you. 
house  of  commons ;   it  was  nt  the  -eustam-  Ymi  remepiber,  that  ip.  the  beginning  of  this 
bouse ;  it  was  at  the  comicil  {  it  was  at  the  America  war  (that  sara  of  .calamity,  disgraop 
treasury;  it  was  at  the  admiralty.    I  can-  nnd  downfall,  an  era  which  no  feeling  mind 
vassed  you  through  your  aitairs,  and  not  your  wiU  oyer  mention  ?vg^ut  a  >nar  i/xf  England) 
persons.     I  was  not  only  your  representative  yoo  were  greatly  divided ;  a^d  a  very  strong 
as  a  body;  f  was  the  agent,  Che  solidter  of  boidy,  if  not  tb«  styisi^gest,  opposed  itself  to  th^ 
individuals;  I  ran  about  wherever  your  affiurs  imdaBss  which  eyery  art  and  mrery  power 
could  caQ  n^e ;  and  in  acting  for  you  I  often  were  employed  to  reflder  fiffpuljir,  if^  opder  that 
appeared  rather  as  a  ship-Sroker,  than  as  a  Ihe  ennours  of  the  rulers  nught  be  lost  i|»  Jtl^ 
member  of  parliament.    There  was  nothing  general  blindness  of  tlie  nation.    Thisoppi^i- 
pao  1aborioi|8,  or  too  low  Ibr  me  to  undertake,  tion  continued  unt^  f&u  our  gneat,  but  jasj^ 
The  meanness  of  the  business  was  raised  by  nnfortunate  yictoiy  at  Long  Island.    Tbjen  ajl 
the  dignity  of  the  cft)ject.    if  seme  lesser  mat-  the  mounds  and  banks  4^  our  cpnstancy  ver» 
tors  have  slipped  tfironsh  my  fingers,  it  w^  borne  down  at  onoe^  and  fhe  phreasy  of  ^e 
because  1  fiSed  ipy  bands  too  fill ;  and  in  my  American  wjir  broke  ia^jiponus  like  a  d^uge. 
eagerness  to  ««rvc  yw,  took  ^  "»««  *•»  any  '^^^  victory,  which  aeemed  to  put  an  injOM^ 
iiands  couM  graso.    Several  gentlemen  stand  diatoend  toall djySMti^s,  perfected m  W  M^^t 
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spirit  of  domination,  which  our  unparalleled  turn  I  shall  mention  to  jcn,  remember  odm 

prosperity  had  but  too  l<»ig  nurtured.     We  more  I  do  not  mean  to  extenuate  or  excuse, 

had  been  so  very  powerful,  and  so  very  pro»-  Why  shookl  I,  when  the  things  charged  are 

perous,  that  even  the  humblest  of  us  were  de-  among  those  upcrn  whidi  I  found  all  my  repo* 

graded  into  the  vices  and  follies  of  kings.    We  tation?    What  would  be  left  to  me,  if  Imy- 

lost  all  measure  between  means  and  ends ;  self  was  the  man,  who  ao&joaed,  and  Ueoded, 

and  our  headlong  desires  became  our  politics  and  diluted,  and  weakened,  all  the  distingoiab* 

and  our  morals.     All  men  who  wished  for  ing  colours  of  my  life,  so  as  to  leave  nothing 

peace,  or  retained  any  sentiments  of  modera-  distinct  and  determinate  in  my  whole  oondud? 

tion,  were  overborne  or  silenced ;  and  this  city  It  has  been  said,  and  it  is  the  second  charge, 

was  led  by  every  artifice  (and  probably  with  that  in  the  questions  of  the  Irish  trade,  I  did 

the  more  management,  because  I  was  one  of  not  consult  the  interest  of  my  constituents;  or, 

your  members)  to  distinguish  itself  by  its  zeal  to  speak  out  strongly,  that  I  rather  acted  as  i 

for  that  fatal  cause.    In  this  temper  of  yours  native  of  Ireland,  than  as  an  English  memiNr 

and  of  my  mind,  I  should  have  sooner  fled  to  of  parliam^it. 

the  extremities  of  the  earth,  than  have  shewn  I  certainly  have  very  warm  good  wishes  br 

myself  here.    I,  who  saw  in  every  American  the  place  of  my  birth.    But  the  sphere  of  my 

victory  (for  you  have  had  a  k>ng  series  of  these  duties  is  my  true  country.    It  was,  as  a  mao 

misf(H^unes)  the  germ  and  seed  of  the  naval  attached  to  jrour  intwesti,  and  zealous  for  ibe 

power  of  France  and  Spain,  which  all  our  heat  conservation  of  your  power  and  dignity,  that  I 

and  warmth  against  America  was  only  hatch-  acted  on  that  occasion,  and  on  aJQ  oocasioDa. 

ing  into  life, — I  should  not  have  been  a  welcome  You  were  involved  in  the  American  war.  A 

visitant  with  the  brow  and  the  language  of  such  new  world  o£  policy  was  opened,  to  which  it 

feelings.    When  afterwards,  the  other  face  of  was  necessary  we  should  conform,  wh^er  we 

your  calamity  was  turned  upon  you,  and  shewed  would  or  not ;  and  my  only  thought  was  bow  to 

itself  in  defeat  and  distress,  I  shunned  you  conform  to  our  situaticm  in  such  a  manner  as  to 

full  as  much.    I  felt  sorely  this  variety  in  our  unite  to  this  kingdom,  in  proaperi^  and  in  aA 

wretchedness ;  and  I  did  not  wish  to  have  the  fection,  whatever  remained  of  the  empire.  I 

least  appearance  of  insulting  you  with  that  was  true  to  my  old,  standing,  invariaUe  priih 

shew  of  superiority,  which,  though  it  may  not  ciple,  that  all  things,  which  came  from  Ghreat 

be  assumed,  is  generally  suspected  in  a  time  Britain,  should  issue  as  a  gifl  of  her  boooty 

of  calamity,  from  those  whose  previous  war-  and  beneficence,  rath^  than  as  claims  reoo- 

nings  have  been  despised.    I  could  not  bear  to  vered  against  a  struggling  litigant ;  or  at  least, 

shew  you  a  representative  whose  face  did  not  that  if  your  beneficence  obtained  no  credit  in 

reflect  that  of  his  constituents ;  a  ftce  that  your  ccmcessions,  yet  that  they  should  appear 

could  not  joy  in  your  joys,  and  sorrow  in  your  tlie  salutary  provisions  of  your  wisdom  and 

sorrows.    But  time  at  length  has  made  us  all  foresight:  not  as  things  wrung  firom  you  with 

of  one  opinion;  and  we  have  all  opened  our  your  blood,  by  the  cruel  gripe  of  a  rigid  nece»- 

eyes  on  the  true  nature  of  the  American  war,  sitjr.    The  first  concessions,  by  being  (modi 

to  the  true  nature  of  all  its  successes  and  all  against  my  will)  mangled  and  stri[qped  of  the 

its  failures.  parts  which  were  necessary  to  make  out  their 

In  that  public  storm  too  I  had  my  private  just  correspondence  and  connection  in  trade, 

feelings.    I  had  seen  blown  down  and  pros-  were  of  no  use.    The  next  year  a  feeble  at- 

trate  on  the  ground  several  of  those  houses  to  tempt  was  made  to  bring  the  thing  into  better 

whom  I  was  chiefly  indebted  for  the  honour  shape.    This  attempt  (countenam:ed  by  the 

this  city  has  done  me.    I  ccmfess,  that  whilst  minister)  on  the  very  first  appearance  of  some 

the  wounds  of  those  I  loved  were  yet  green,  I  popular  uneasiness,  was,  after  a  ooosidenble 

could  not  bear  to  shew  myself  in  pride  and  progress  through  the  house,  thrown  out  by  hi». 

triumph  in  that  place  into  whidi  dieir  par-  What  was  the  consequence  1    The  whole 

tiality  had  brought  me,  and  to  appear  at  feasts  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  instantly  in  aflame, 

and  rejoicings,  in  the  midst  of  the  grief  and  Threatenedl^  foreigners,  and,  as  they  thought, 

cftlami^  of  my  warm  fiiends,  ray  zeakMis  sup-  insulted  by  England,  they  resolved  at  once  to 

porters,  my  generous  benefactors.    This  is  a  resist  the  power  of  France,  and  to  cast  otf 

true,  unvarnished,  undisguised  state  of  the  yours.    As  for  us,  we  were  able  neither  to 

affair.    Yon  will  judge  of  it  protect  nor  to  restrain  them.    Forty  thousand 

This  is  the  only  one  of  the  charges  in  which  men  were  raised  and  disciplined  without  oom- 

I  am  personally  concerned.    As  to  the  other  mission  firom  the  crown.    Two  illegal  armies 

matters  objected  against  me,  which  in  their  were  seen  with  banners  displayed  at  the  sana 
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time  umI  in  &e  same  country.  No  executive  you  from  all  these  multiplied  misdiiefs  and  div- 
magistrate,  no  judicature,  in  Ireland,  would  graces?  Would  the  litd^  silly,  canvass  prattle, 
acknowledge  the  legality  of  the  army  which  of  obeying  instructiims,  and  having  no  opinions 
bore  the  kin^s  commission ;  and  no  law,  or  but  yours,  and  such  idle  senseless  tales,  which 
appearance  of  law,  authorized  the  army  com-  amuse  the  vacant  ears  of  unthinking  men,  have 
missioned  by  itself.  In  this  unexampled  state  saved  you  from  the  "  pelting  o£  that  pitiless 
x£  things,  which  the  least  errour,  the  least  storm,"  to  which  the  loose  improvidence,  the 
trespass  on  the  right  or  left,  would  have  hurried  cowardly  rashness,  of  those  who  dare  not  look 
down  the  precipice  into  an  abyss  of  blood  and  danger  in  the  face,  so  as  to  provide  against  it 
confusion,  the  people  of  Ireland  demand  a  in  time,  and  therefore  throw  themselves  head- 
freedom  of  trade  with  arms  in  their  hands,  long  into  the  midst  of  it,  have  expoeed  this  de- 
Th^  interdict  all  commerce  between  the  two  graded  nation,  beat  down  and  prostrate  on  the 
nations.  They  deny  all  new  supply  in  the  earth, unshelt^vd, unarmed, unresisting?  Was 
house  of  commons,  although  in  time  (^  war.  I  an  Irishman  on  that  day,  that  I  boklly  with- 
They  stint  the  trust  of  the  old  revenue,  given  stood  our  pride  ?  or  on  the  day  that  I  hung 
for  two  years  to  all  the  king's  predecessors,  to  down  my  head,  and  wept  in  shame  and  silence 
six  months.  The  Brkish  parliament,  in  a  over  the  humiliation  of  Great  Britain  ?  I  be- 
fixmer  session,  frightened  into  a  limited  con-  came  unpopular  in  England  for  the  one,  and  in 
cession  by  the  menaces  of  Ireland,  frightened  Ireland  for  the  other.  What  then  ?  What 
out  of  it  by  the  menaces  of  England,  were  now  obligation  lay  on  me  to  be  popular  ?  I  was 
frightened  back  again,  and  made  an  universal  bound  to  serve  both  kingdoms.  To  be  pleased 
surrender  of  all  that  had  been  thought  the  pecu-  with  my  service,  was  their  afiair,  not  mine. 
liar,  reserved,  uncommunicable  rights  of  Eng-  I  was  an  Irishman  in  the  Irish  business, 
land ; — the  exclusive  commerce  of  America,  of  just  as  much  as  I  was  an  American,  when  on 
Afiica,  of  the  West  Indies— all  the  enumera-  the  same  principles,  I  wished  you  to  concede 
tioBS  of  the  acts  (^navigation— all  the  manufao-  to  America,  at  a  time  when  she  prayed  con- 
twes — ^iron,  glass,  even  the  last  pledge  of  jea-  cession  at  our  feet.  Just  as  much  was  I  an 
lousy  and  pride,  the  interest  hid  in  the  secret  6f  American  when  I  wished  parliament  to  offer 
our  hearts,  the  inveterate  prejudice  moulded  into  terms  in  victory,  and  not  to  wait  the  well  chosen 
die  constituticm  of  our  frame,  even  the  sacred  hour  of  defeat,  for  making  good  by  weakness, 
fleece  itself,  all  went  together.  No  reserve ;  and  by  supplication,  a  claim  of  prerogative, 
BO  excepti<m;  no  debate;  no  discussion.  A  pre-eminence,  and  authority, 
ndden  light  broke  in  upon  us  all.  It  broke  in.  Instead  of  requiring  it  firom  me,  as  a  point 
not  through  well-contrived  and  well-disposed  of  duty,  to  kindle  with  your  passions,  had  you 
windows,  but  through  flaws  and  breaches ;  all  been  as  cool  as  I  was,  you  would  have 
through  the  yawning  chasms  of  our  ruin.  We  been  saved  disgraces  and  distresses  that  are 
were  taught  wisdom  by  humiliation.  No  town  unutterable.  Do  you  remember  our  commis- 
iii  Elo^and  presumed  to  have  a  prgudice ;  or  sion?  We  sent  out  a  solemn  embassy  across 
dared  to  mutter  a  petition.  What  was  worse,  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  lay  the  crown,  the  peer- 
die  whole  parliament  of  England,  which  re-  age,  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  at  the 
tained  authority  for  nothing  but  surrenders,  feet  (^  the  American  congress.  That  our  dis- 
was  despoiled  of  every  shadow  of  its  superin-  grace  might  want  no  sort  of  brightening  and 
tendence.  It  was,  without  any  qualification,  burnishing ;  observe  who  they  were  that  com- 
denied  in  theory,  as  it  had  been  trampled  upcm  posed  this  famous  embassy.  My  Lord  Carlisle 
in  practice.  This  scene  of  shame  and  disgrace  is  among  the  first  ranks  of  our  nobiUty.  He 
has,  m  a  manner,  while  I  am  speaking,  ended  by  is  the  identical  man  who  but  two  years  before 
the  perpetual  establishment  ofa  military  power  had  been  put  forward,  at  the  opening  of  a 
in  the  dominions  of  this  crown,  without  consent  session  in  the  house  of  lords,  as  the  mover  of 
of  the  British  legislature,'*'  contrary  to  the  po-  &  haughty  and  rigorous  address  against  Ame- 
licy  of  the  constitution,  c(mtrary  to  the  declara-  rica.  He  was  put  in  the  front  of  the  embassy  of 
tion  of  right:  and  by  this  your  liberties  are  swept  submission.  Mr.  Eden  was  taken  from  the 
away  along  with  your  supreme  authority — and  office  of  Lord  Suffdk,  to  whom  ho  was  then 
both,  linked  together  fixmi  the  beginning  have,  under  secretary  of  state ;  firom  the  office  off 
I  am  afraid,  both  together  perished,  for  ever.  that  Lwd  Suffolk,  who  but  a  few  weeks  before) 
What !  gentlemen,  was  I  not  to  foresee,  or^  in  his  place  in  parliament,  did  npt  deign  to 
fttweeing,  was  I  not  to  endeavour  to  save  enquire  where  a  coQgrms  of  vagrants  was  to 

be  found.    This  Lord  SSufBaXk  sent  Mr.  Eden 

^  Irish  perpetual  mutiny  act,  to  find  these  vagrants,  without  knowing  wfaero 
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to  fiml  these  vagnintSi  without  knowing  where     prevalent  of  all,  is,  Lord  Beaucfaamp^s  bill  I 
this  king^f  generals  were  to  be  (bund,  who  were     mean  his  bill  of  last  sessioa,  for  reforming  the 
joined  in  the  saine  commission  of  supplicating     law-process  concerning  imprisonment.    It  ii 
those  whom  they  were  sent  to  subdue.    They     said,  to  aggravate  the  offence,  that  I  treated 
enter  the  capital  of  America  only  to  abandon     the  petition  of  this  ci^  with  contempt  even  in 
it ;  and  these  assertors  and  representatives  of     presenting  it  to  the  house,  and  expressed  my- 
the  dignity  of  England,  at  the  tail  of  a  flying     self  in  terms  of  marked  disrespect.    Had  this 
army,  let  fly  their  Parthian  shafbi  of  memoriak     latter  part  of  the  chaige  been  true,  no  merit! 
and  remonstrances  at  random  behind  them,     on  the  side  of  the  question  whkh  I  took, 
Their  promises  and  their  offers,  their  flatteries     could  possiUy  excuse  me.   But  I  am  incapaUo 
and  their  menaces,  were  all  despised ;  and  we     of  treating  this  city  with  disrespect.  Very  ibr- 
were  saved  the  disgrace  of  their  ibrmal  recep-     tunately,  at  this  minute  (if  my  bad  eyesigbt 
tion,  only  because  the  congress  scorned  to  re-     does  not  deceive  me)  the  worthy  gentlemaa* 
ceive  them ;  whilst  the  state-house  of  inde-     deputed  on  this  business  stands  directly  he&n 
pendent  Philadelphia  opened  her  doors  to  the     me.    To  him  I  appeal,  whether  I  did  not, 
public  entry  of  the  ambassador  of  France,     though  it  militated  with  my  ddest  and  mv 
From  war  and  blood  we  went  to  submission ;     most  recent  public  c^inions,  deliver  the  peti- 
and  from  submission  plunged  back  again  to     tion  with  a  strong,  and  more  than  usual  reooiD> 
war  and  blood ;  to  desolate  and  be  desolated,     mendation  to  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
without  measure,  hope,  or  end.    I  am  a  roy-     on  account  of  the  character  and  consequence 
alist,  I  blushed  for   this  degradation  of  the     of  those  who  signed  iL    I  believe  the  worthy 
crown.    I  am  a  whig,  I  blushed  for  the  dis-     gentleman  will  teU  you,  that  the  very  day  I 
honour  of  parliament.    I  am  a  true  English-  received  it,  I  applied  to  the  solicitor,  now  the 
man,  I  felt  to  the  quick  for  the  disgrace  of  attorney  general,  to  give  it  an  immediate  coosi- 
En^and.    I  am  a  man,  I  felt  for  the  melan-  deration ;  and  he  most  obligingly  and  instairilj 
choly  reverse  of  human  affairs,  in  the  fall  of  consented  to  employ  a  great  deal  of  his  veiy 
the  first  power  in  the  world.  valuable  time  to  write  an  explanation  of  die 
To  read  what  was  approaching  in  Ireland,  bill.  I  attended  the  committee  wi^  all  possible 
in  the  Uack  and  bloody  characters  o£  the  Ame-  care  and  diligence,  in  order  that  every  objeo 
rican  war,  was  a  painful,  but  it  was  a  neces-  tion  of  yours  mi^t  meet  with  a  solution ;  or 
•ary  part  of  my  public  duty.    For,  gentlemen,  produce  an  alteration.    I  intreated  your  le«^ 
it  is  not  your  fond  desires  or  mine  that  can  ned  recorder   (always  ready   in  business  in 
alter   the   nature   of  things ;   fay  contending  which  you  take  a  concern)  to  atlend. 
against  which,  what  have  we  got,  or  shall  ever        But  what  will  you  say  to  those  who  bfame 
get,  but  defeat  and  shame?    I  did  not  obey  me  for  supporting  Lord  Beauchamp's  bill,  v  A 
your  instructions :  No.  I  conformed  to  the  in-  disre£f)ectful  treatment  of  your  petition,  when 
structions  of  truth  and  nature,  and  maintained  you  hear,  that  out  of  respect  to  you,  I  mysdf 
your  interest,  against  your  opinions,  with  a  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  that  very  biH? 
constancy  that  b^ame  me.    A  r^resentatlve  for  the  noble  lord  who  brou^t  it  m,  aad  who, 
worthy  of  you,  ought  to  be  a  person  of  stabi-  I  must  say,  has  much  merit  for  this  and  some 
li^.    I  am  to  loakf  indeed,  to  your  opinions ;  other  measures,  at  my  request  «onse|ited  to 
but  to  such  opinions  as  you  and  I  miat  have  put  it  off  for  a  week,  which  the  speaker's  ill- 
five  years  hence.    I  was  not  to  look  to  the  ness  lengthened  to  a  £>rtnighc ;  and  then  the 
flash  of  the  day.    I  knew  that  you  cfaose  me,  frantic  tumuk  about  popery  drove  that  and 
in  my  place,  al<Hig  with  others,  to  be  a  pillar  every  rational  business  from  the  house.    9o 
of  the  state,  and  not  a  weathercock  on  the  top  that  if  I  chose  to  make  a  defence  of  mysetf,  on 
of  the  edifice,  exalted  for  my  levity  and  ver-  the  little  principles  of  a  culprit,  pleading  in 
satility,  and  of  no  use  but  to  indicate  the  shift-  his  exculpation,  I  might  not  ojdy  secure  my 
ings  of  every  foshionable  gale.  Woukl  to  Grod,  acquittal,  but  make  merit  with  the  opposers  of 
the  value  of  my  sentiments  on  Ireland  and  on  the  bill.    But  I  shall  do  no  sudi  thing.    The 
America  had  been  at  this  day  a  subject  of  truth  is,  that  I  did  occasion  the  loss  of  the  bill, 
doubt  and  discussion!    No  matter  what  my  and  by  a  delay  caused  by  my  respect  to  you. 
Bufferings  bad  been,  so  that  this  kingdom  had  But  such  an  event  was  never  in   my  coo- 
kept  the  authority  I  wished  it  to  maintain,  by  templation.    And  I  am  so  for  from  takinc 
a  grave  foresight,  and  by  an  equitable  tern-  credit  for  the  d^eat  of  that  measure,  that! 
■perance  in  the  use  of  its  power.  cannot  sufficiently  lament  my  misfortune,  if 

The  next  article  cf  charge  on  my  pifolie 
conduct,  and  that  which  I  find  rather  the  most  «  Mr.  Williams 
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biik  om  mn,  who  ought  to  be  at  lafge,  Jus  noble  latd  that  brought  in  the  bill  -was  bom. 

pasaed  a  year  in  prisoo  bj  mj  means.    I  am  There  was  a  (allaoy  that  ran  thiough  tho  i«hoie 

a  ciebtor  to  the  deitfors.    I  confess  judgment,  of  the  objections.  The  genAlemen  who  opposed 

I  owe  what,  if  ever  it  be  in  my  power,  I  shall  the  bill,  always  argued,  as  if  the  <^>tioii  1^ 

BBoat    certainiy  pay,— ^ample  atoBement  and  between  that  biU  and  the  ancient  law.— B«A 

vsurioas  amends  to  liberty  and  humanity  for  this  is  a  grwad  mistake.    For  practically,  tjbe 

mj  unhappy  lapse.     For,  gentlemen,  Lord  option  is  between,  not  that  bill  and  the  oU 

Beaachany^s  bill  was  a  law  of  justioe  and  law,  but  between  that  bUl  and  those  oocasional 

poUcj,  as  fiur  as  it  went;  I  say  as  far  as  it  laws,  called  acts  of  grace.    For  the  operation 

w«Bt,  for  its  fnik  was  its  beii^,  in  the  rem»-  of  the  old  law  is  so  salvage,  and  so  ineon* 

dial  part,  ausefaUy  defective.  venient  to  society,  that  for  a  lQ«g  time  past. 

There  are  two  capital  faults  in  our  law  with  once  in  every  parliament,  and  lat^y  twice, 

flvlataon  to  civil  debts.   One  is,  that  every  man  ^he  legislature  has  been  obliged  to  make  a 

in  presmned  setveat    A  presumption,  in  ii^  general  arbitrary  jaiMeUvery,  and  at  onoe  ie 

Mmierable  cases,  directly  against  truth.  There-  set  open,  by  its  sovereign  authoritj^,  att  the 

five  the  debtcNT  is  ordered,  on  a  su|»poBition  of  prisons  in  England. 

abUi^  and  frand,  to  be  ooereed  his  liberty        Gentlemen,  I  never  relished  acts  of  grace ; 

■ndl  he  makes  payment.    Bf  this  means,  in  nor  ever  submitted  to  them  but  from  deqtairof 

■B  cases  of  civil  insokrency,  withoat  a  pardon  better.    They  are  a  dishonourable  invention, 

from  his  cnsditor,  he  is  to  be  imprisoned  for  by  which,  not  from  humanity,  not  from  policy; 

Uiez — and  thus  a  miserable  mistaken  inven-  but  merely  because  we  have  not  room  enough 

ftaon  of  actiicial  seteace,  operates  to  change  a  to  hold  these  victims  of  the  absurdity  of  our 

«ivil  into  a  criminal  judgsMBt,  and  to  scourge  laws,  we  turn  loose  \xp<n  the  public  three  or 

■MiifirtiT  or  indiseretion  with  a  punishment  four  thousand  naked  wretches,  corrupted  by 

wfaidk  the  lasr  does  not  inflict  on  the  greatest  the  habits,  debased  by  the  ignominy,  of  a 

crimes.  prison.    If  the  creditor  had  a  ri^  to  those 

The  aest  fault  is,  that  the  inflicting  of  that  carcasses  as  a  natural  security  for  his  prc^erty, 

pswishmpiaf  isaeton  the  opiaioa  ofan  equal  and  I  am  sure  we  have  no  right  to  deprive  him  of 

pulitic  judgej;  but  is  referred  Is  dra  arbitrary  that  security.    But  if  tl^  few  pounds  of  flesh 

4iscretioa  of  a  private,  nay  iatenested,  and  were  not  necessary  to  his  security,  we  had  not 

initated,  individual.    He,   who  formaUy  is,  a  right  to  detain  the  imfortunate  debtor,  with* 

and  substantially  ou|^  to  be,  -the  judge,  is  in  out  any  beneSt  at  all  tod>e  person  who  confined 

lealky  no  more  than  nuaisterial,  a  mere  ezecu-  him.— Take  it  as  you  will^  we  commit  iojus* 

tive  instrument  of  a  private  man,  who  is  at  tice.  Now  Leid  Beaucbamp's  bUl  inteaded  to 

once  judge  aad  party.    Every  idea  of  judicial  do  delibenrately,  and  with  great  caution  and 

aider  m  wdyvMrted  fay  tUs  procedure.    If  the  ckcumspection,  up<m  each  several  case,  and 

iasotvaney  be  ao  rerims,  why  is  it  punished  with  all  attention  to  die  just  claimant,  what  acts 

with  arhitraryimprisioiUBent?  Ifitbeacrime,  of  grace  do  in  a  much  greater  measure,  and  with 

why  is  itdelkwed  into  private  hands  to  pardon  wry  little  care,  caution,  or  deliberatioo. 

irithoaidjsapedoii,  or  to  punish  withoat  mercy        I  aispect  that  here  too,  if  we  contrive  to 

and  without  measure  ?  impose  this  bill,'we  shall  be  found  in  a  straggle 

To  these  faalts^^wasand  cruel  feuks  ia  our  against  die  nature  of  things.    For  as  we  grow 

aw,the  eacellsaf  principle  ofLord  Beauchamp^s  raHghtened,  the  public  will  act  bear,  for  any 

bifl  applied  some  sort  of  remedy,    I  know  that  length  of  time,  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  •oi 

credit  must  be  j^reaervad;  but  equity  must  be  whole  aonies  of  prisoners,  nor,  at  their  owa 

piaosrvod  too ;  and  it  is  imposi^Ie  that  any  expense,  submit  to  keep  jails  as  a  sort  of  gar« 

thing  should  be  aeoeasaxy  to  commerce,  which  risons,  mBrely  to  fortify  the  absurd  principle  of 

is  iacflwiMtnnt  with  justice.    The  principle  of  makix^  men  judges  in  their  own  cause.    For 

credit  was  act  weakened  by  that  bilt    Qod  credit  has  litUe  or  no  concern  ia  (his  cnieUy. 

Ibrbid  1   The  eaforcemant  of  that  credit  was  I  speak  in  a  commercial  assembly.     You 

aaly  pot  inta^be  same  public  judicial  hands  on  know  that  credit  is  giveoj  because  capital 

wUch  we  depend  for  our  lives,  and  aH  that  must  be  employed ;  £at  men  calculate  the 

amkes  life  dear  to  ua.    But,    indeed,  this  chances  of  insolvency;  and  they  either  with- 

basiuem  was  taken  up  too  warmly  both  here  hold  the  credit,  or  make  the  debtor  pi^  the  risk 

and  elsewhsis.    The  biU  was  extremely  mi»*  in  the  price.    The  counting-hoine  has  no 

taken.    It  was  supposed  to  enact  what  it  never  alliance  with  the  jalL    Holland  understaods 

aaacted;  and  compUints  were  made  of  clauses  trade  as  well  as  we«  and  she  has  dome  much 

ia  it  as  oovahias.  which  existed  before  the  more  than  Ihjs  jsbiicxious  bill  intended  to  d» 


S16  draSCH  AT  BRISTOL 

There  wee  not,  vfheii  Mr.  Howard  rieited  laws  hfttetfuthediteeiflrtiodfl,  and  oar  manfa 
Hofland,  more  than  one  prisoner  for  debt  in  have  shamed  its  iq>pearance  in  day-Ii^hL  I 
the  great  city  of  Rotterdam.  Although  Lord  have  pursued  this  spirit  wherever  I  could  trace 
Beaudiami^s  act  (which  was  previous  to  this  it ;  but  it  still  fled  from  me.  It  was  a  ghost  which 
bill,  and  intended  to  feel  the  way  for  it)  has  all  had  heard  of,  but  none  had  seen.  None 
•Iroady  preserved  liberty  to  thousands ;  and  would  admowledge  that  he  thought  the  public 
diodgh  it  is  not  three  yean  since  the  last  act  jpnceediog  with  r^ard  to  our  Catholic  dis- 
of  grace  passed,  yet  by  Mr.  Howard's  last  sentmrs  to  be  blameable;  but  several  were  sorry 
account,  there  were  near  three  thousand  again  it  had  made  an  ill  impression  upon  others,  and 
in  Jul.  I  cannot  name  this  gentleman  with-  that  my  interest  was  hurt  by  my  share  in  the 
out  remaining,  that  his  labours  and  writings  business.  I  find  with  satis&ction  and  pride, 
have  done  much  to  <^n  the  eyes  and  hearts  that  not  above  (bur  or  five  in  this  ci^  (and  I 
of  mankind.  He  has  visited  all  Europe—not  dare  say  these  miried  by  some  gross  misre- 
to  survey  the  sumptuousness  of  palaces,  or  the  presentation)  have  signed  that  symbol  of  de- 
stateliness  of  temples ;  not  to  make  accurate  lusion  and  bond  of  sedition,  that  libel  on  the 
measurements  of  the  remains  of  ancient  gran-  national  religion  and  English  character,  the 
deur,  nor  toibrm  a  scale  of  the  curiosi^  of  Protestant  Association.  It  is  therefore,  gentle- 
modem  art ;  not  to  collect  medals,  or  collate  men,  not  by  way  of  core  but  of  prevention, 
manuscripts  i^-bat  to  dive  into  the  depths  of  and  lest  the  arts  of  wicked  men  may  prevail 
dungeons;  to  plunge  into  the  infection  of  hos-  over  the  integrity  of  any  one  among  us,  that 
pitaJs ;  to  survey  the  mansions  of  sorrow  and  I  think  it  necessary  to  open  to  jrou  the  merits 
pain ;  to  take  the  goage  and  dimensions  of  of  this  transaction  pretty  much  at  large ;  and 
misery,  depression,  and  contempt;  to  remem-  I  beg  your  pati^KO  upon  it:  for,  aithoi]|^  the 
her  the  foi^otten,  to  attend  to  the  neglected,  to  reasonings  that  have  been  used  to  depreciate 
visit  the  forsaken,  and  to  compare  a^  collate  the  act  are  of  little  force,  and  though  the 
the  distresses  of  all  men  in  all  countries.  His  authority  of  the  men  concerned  in  l^his  ill 
plan  is  original ;  and  it  is  as  full  of  genius  as  design  is  not  very  imposing ;  yet  the  audacious- 
it  is  of  humanity.  It  was  a  voyage  cf  dis-  ness  of  these  conspirators  against  the  nationa] 
covery;  a  circumnavigation  of  chanty.  Aheady  h<Miour,  and  the  extensive  wickedness  of  their 
tiie  benefit  of  his  labour  is  felt  more  w  less  in  attempts,  have  raised  persons  of  little  impor- 
every  country:  I  hope  he  will  anticipate  his  tance  to  a  degree  of  evU  eminence,  and  im- 
final  reward,  by  seeing  all  its  effects  fully  parted  a  sort  of  sinister  dignity  to  proceedings 
realized  in  his  own.  He  will  receive,  not  by  that  had  their  origin  in  only  the  meanest  and 
retail  but  in  gross,  the  reward  of  those  who  blindest  malice. 

visit  the  prisoner;  and  he  has  so  forestalled         In  explaining  to  you  the  proceedings  <^par^ 
and  monopolized  this  branch  of  charitjr,  that  liament  which  have  been  com(rfained  of,  I  will 
there  will  be,  I  trust,  little  room  to  merit  by  state  to  you, — first,  the  thing  that  was  done ; — 
such  acts  of  benevolence  hereafter.  next,  the  persons  who  did  it ; — and  htstly,  the 
Nothing  now  remains  to  trouble  you  with,  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  the  legidature 
but  the  fourth  charge  against  me — the  business  proceeded  in  this  ddiberate  act  of  puUic  jud- 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.    It  is  a  business  tice  and  public  prudence, 
closely  connected   with  the  rest    They  are        Gentlemen,  the  conditi<m  of  our  nature  is 
all  on  one  and  the  same  principle.    My  little  such,  that  we  boy  our  blessings  at  a  price, 
scheme  of  conduct,  sudi  as  it  is,  is  aQ  arranged.  The  Reformati(»i,  one  of  the  greatest  periods 
I  could  do  nothing  bat  what  I  have  done  on  of  human  improvement,  was  a  time  of  trouble 
this  subject,  without  confounding  the  whole  and  confusion.    The  vast  structures  of  super- 
train  of  my  ideas,  and  disturbing  the  whole  stition  and  tyranny,  which  had  been  for  ages 
order  of  my  life.  Gentlemen,  I  ought  toapdo-  in  rearing,  and  which  was  combined  with  the 
gize  to  you,  for  seeming  to  think  any  thing  at  interest  dt  the  great  and  of  the  many ;  which 
all  necessary  to  bo  said  upon  this  matter.  The  was  moulded  into  the  laws,  the  manners,  and 
calumny  is  fitter  to  be  scrawled  with  the  mid-  civil  institutions  of  nations,  and  blended  with 
night  chalk  of  incendiaries,  with  "No  popery,"  the  frame  and  policy  of  states;  could  not  be 
on  walls  and  doors  of  devoted  houses,  than  brought  to  the  ground  without  a  fearful  struggle; 
to  be  mentioned  in  any  civilized  company.    I  nor  could  it  fall  without  a  vidont  concussion  of 
had  heard,  that  the  spirit  of  discontent  on  itself  and  all  about  it    When  this  great  rev»> 
that  subject  was  very  prevalent  here.    With  lution  was  attempted  in  a  more  regular  mode 
pleasure  I  find  that  I  have  been  grossly  misin-  by  government,  it  was  opposed  by  {dots  and 
formed.    If  it  exists  at  all  in  this  city,  the  seditions  of  the  people ;    when  by  popuhr 
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efibrts,  it  was  repreased  as  rebellioii  by  the  and  the  bread  of  your  children^  was  taxed  for  a 

hand  of  power ;  and  bloody  executions  (oHen  pecuniary  reward  to  stimulate  avarice  to  do 

bloodily  returned^  marked  the  whole  of  its  pro-  what  nature  refused,  to  inform  and  prosecute 

grass   through  all  its  stages.    The  affairs  of  on  this  law.      Every  Roman  Gathofic  was 

religion,  which  are  no  longer  heard  of  in  the  under  the  same  act,  to  forfeit  his  estate  to  his 

tnmult  of  our  present  contentions,  made  a  nearest  Protestant  relation,  until,  through  a 

principad  ingredient  in  the  wars  and  politics  profession  of  what  he  did  not  believe,  he  re- 

of  that  lime  ;  the  enthusiasm  of  religion  threw  deemed  by  his  hypocrisy,  what  the  law  had 

a  gloom  over  the  politics ;  and  political  inte-  transferred  to  the  kinsman  as  the  recompense 

rests  poisoned  and  perverted  the  spirit  of  re-  of  his  ^profligacy.    When  thus  turned  out  of 

Hgion  upon  all  sides.    The  Protestant  religion  doors  fit>m  his  paternal  estate,  he  was  disabled 

in  that  violent  struggle,  infected,  as  the  Popish  from   acquiring   any  other  by  any  industry, 

had   been   before,    by   worldly  interest   and  donation,  or    charity ;    but  was  rendered  a 

worldly  passions,  became  a  persecutor  in  its  foreigner  in  his  native  land,  only  because  he 

torn,  sometimes  of  the  new  sects,  which  car-  retained  the  religion,  along  with  the  property, 

tied  their  own  principles  further  than  it  was  handed  down  to  him  from  Siose  who  had  been 

coDTenient   to  the   original  reformers  ;  and  the  old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before  him. 

stways  of  the  body  from  whom  they  parted ;  Does  any  one  who  hears  me,  approve  this 

and  this  perseoiting  spirit  arose,  not  only  from  scheme  of  things,  or  think  there  is  common 

the  bitterness  of  retaliation^  but  from  the  mer-  justice,  common  sense,  or  common  honesty  in 

tilcBS  policy  of  fear.  any  part  of  it?    If  any  does,  let  him  say  it, 

It  was  long  before  the  spirit  of  true  piety  and  I  am  ready  to  discuss  the  point  with  tem- 

and  true  wisdom,  involved  in  the  principles  of  per  and  candour.    But  instead  of  approving,  I 

tiie  Reformation,  could  be  depurated  from  the  perceive  a  virtuous  indignation  beginning  to 

dregs  and  feculence  of  the  contention  with  rise  in  your  minds  on  the  mere  cdd  stating  of 

which  it  was  carried  through.    However,  until  the  statute. 

this  be  done,  the  Reformation  is  not  complete ;  But  what  will  you  feel,  when  you  know  from 

and  those  who  think  themselves  good  Pro-  history  how  this  statute  passed,  and  what  were 

testants,  from  their  animosity  to  others,  are  in  tfie  motives,  and  what  the  mode  of  making  it? 

tiiat  respect  no  Protestants  at  all.    It  was  at  A  party  in  this  nation,  enemies  to  the  system 

first  thought  necessary,  perhaps,  to  oppose  to  of  the  revolution,  were  in  opposition  to  the 

Popery  another  Popery,  to  get  the  better  of  it.  government  of  king  William.   They  knew  that 

Whatever  was  the  cause,  laws  were  made  in  our  glorious  deliverer  was  an  enemy  to  all 

many  countries,  and  in  this  kingdom  in  par-  persecution.    They  knew  that  he  came  to  free 

tkaiar,  against  Papists,  which  are  as  bloody  us  from  slavery  and  popery,  out  of  a  country, 

as  any  of  those  which  had  been  enacted  by  the  where  a  third  of  the  people  are   contented 

popish  princes  and  states ;  and  where  those  Catholics  under  a  Protestant  government.    He 

laws  were  not  bloody,  in  my  opinion,  they  came  with  a  part  of  his  army,  composed  of 

were  worse ;  as  they  were  slow,  cruel  out-  those  very  Catholics,  to  overset  the  power  of  a 

rages  on  our  nature,  and  kept  men  alive  only  popish  prince.  Such  is  the  effect  of  a  tolerating 

to  insult  in  their  persons  everyone  of  the  rights  spirit:  and  so  much  is  liberty  served  in  every 

and  feelings  of  humanity.    I  pass  those  sta-  way,  and  by  all  persons,  by  a  manly  adherence 

totes,  because  I  would  spare  your  pious  ears  to  its  own  principles.    Whilst  freedom  is  true 

die  repetition  of  such  shocking  things  ;  and  I  to  itself,  every  thing  becomes  subject  to  it;  and 

eome  to  that  particular  law,  the  repeal  of  which  its  very  adversaries  are  an  instrument  in  its 

has  produced  so  many  unnatural  and  unex-  hands. 

peeled  consequences.  The  party  I  speak  of  (like  some  among  us 

A  statute  was  fabricated  in  the  year  1699,  who  would  disparage  the  best  friends  of  their 

by  whidi  the  saying  mass  (a  church-service  country)  resolved  to  make  the  king  either  vio- 

in  the  Latin  tongue,  not  exactly  the  same  as  late  his  principles  of  toleration,  or  incur  the 

our  liturgy,  but  very  near  it,  and  containing  odium  of  protecting  Prists.    They  therefore 

no  offence  whatsoever  against  the  laws,  or  brought  in  this  biU,  and  made  it  purposely 

against  good  morals)  was  forged  into  a  crime  wicked  and  absurd  that  it  might  be  rejected. 

punishable  with  perpetual  imprisonment.   The  The  then  court-party,  discovering  their  game, 

•^<»hiT>g  school,  an  useful  and  virtuous  occupa-  turned  the  tables  on  them,  and  returned  their 

lioa,  even  the  teaching  in  a  private  family,  bill  to  them  stuffed  with  still  greater  absurdi- 


m  every  Catholic  subjected  to  the  same     ties,  that  its  loss  might  lie  upon  its  original 
^proportioned  ponishment.    Tour  industry,     authors     They,  finduig  their  own  ball  thrown 
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bftok  to  than,  kkM  it  bMk  sgaui  to  tbeir  hifber  obtagiUioii  of  tbeir  OQPSciflnco,  did  art 
advemrioi.  And  thus  this  act,  loaded  with  owutantly  throw  evaiy  difficql^  in  the  way 
the  double  injuitice  of  two  partiesi  neither  of  of  such  ioformen.  But  io  ineffectual  is  the 
whom  iateaded  to  paa%  what  they  hoped  the  power  of  legal  evaiion  against  legal  iniquity, 
other  would  he  persuaded  to  reject,  wcat  through  th«t  it  wan  but  the  other  day,  that  a  My  of 
the  legislature,  contrary  to  the  r«il  wish  of  all  condition,  beyond  the  middle  of  life,  was  on 
parts  of  it,  and  of  all  the  parties  that  composed  the  pointof  being  stripped  of  her  whole  fortune 
it  la  this  manner  these  insolent  and  profli-  by  a  near  relation,  to  whom  she  had  been  a 
gale  ikctions,  as  if  Uiey  were  playing  with  bails  friend  and  benefitftor :  and  she  must  haTo  been 
and  counters,  made  a^port  of  the  (ortunes  and  totally  ruined,  without  a  power  of  redress  or 
the  liberties  of  their  &llow«creatures.  Other  mitigation  from  (be  courts  of  law,  had  not  the 
acts  of  persecution  have  been  acts  of  maliee.  legielatHre  itself  rushed  in,  and  by  a  s|»ecial  set 
This  was  a  subversion  of  Justice  from  waptoo-  ofpailiament  rescued  her  from  the  injustice  of 
ness  and  petulanoe.  Look  into  the  history  of  its  own  statutes.  One  of  the  acts  authorizing 
Bishop  Burnet.  He  is  a  witness  without  auchthings  was  that  which  we  in  part  repealed, 
exception.  knowing  what  our  du^  was ;  and  doing  that 
The  efiectB  of  the  act  havo  been  as  mis-  duty  as  men'of  honour  and  virtue,  asgood  Pn>- 
ohierous,  as  its  origin  was  ludicrous  and  testants,  and  as  good  citizens.  Let  him  siaiid 
shameful.  From  diat  time  every  person  of  frirth  that  disapproves  what  we  have  done! 
that  communion,  lay  and  fKr?fBift«*i*i  has  been  Gentlemen,  bod  laws  are  the  worst  sort  of 
obliged  to  fly  from  thefiice  of  day.  The  clergy,  tyranny.  In  sudi  a  country  as  this  they  are 
concealed  in  garrets  of  private  houses,  or  of  all  bad  things  the  worst,  worse  by  far  than 
obliged  to  take  a  shelter  (hardly  safe  to  them-  any  where  else;  and  they  derive  a  particular 
aelves,  but  infinitely  dangerous  to  their  coun-  maligmty  even  from  the  wisdom  and  sowdness 
try)  under  the  privileges  of  foreign  ministers,  of  the  rest  of  our  institutions.  For  very  obvi- 
officiated  as  their  servants,  and  under  their  ous  reasons  you  cannot  trust  the  crown  with  a 
protection.  The  whole  body  of  the  Cathtriics,  dispensing  power  over  any  of  your  laws.  How- 
condemned  to  beggary  and  to  ignorance  in  ever,  a  government,  be  it  as  bad  as  it  may,  w31 
their  native  landtHoayo  beep  obliged  to  learn  in  the  exercise  of  a  discretionary  power,  dis- 
the  principles  of  letters,  at  the  hazard  of  all  crimim^e  tames  and  persons ;  and  win  not  at- 
their  other  principles,  from  the  charity  of  your  dinarily  pursue  any  man,  when  its  own  safety 
aneoues.  They  havw  been  taxed  to  their  ruin  is  not  concerned.  A  mercenary  informer 
at  the  pleasure  of  necessitous  and  profligate  knows  no  distinction.  Under  such  a  i^ystem, 
relaticMM,  and  according  to  the  measure  of  &eir  the  otmozious  ^eofh  are  slaves,  not  only  to  the 
necessity  and  profligacy*  Kxaxnples  of  this  government,  but  they  live  at  the  mercy  of  every 
are  many  and  affecting.  3om0  -of  them  are  mdividual ;  they  are  at  oqco  the  d^ves  of  the 
known  by  a  friend  who  stands  near  me  in  this  whole  community,  and  of  every  part  of  it ;  and 
hall.  It  is  but  six  or  seven  yearp  since  a  der-  the  worst  and  most  unmerciful  men  are  those 
gyman  of  the  name  of  Malony,  a  man  of  on  whose  goodness  th^most  depend, 
morals,  neither  guilty  nor  accused  of  any  thing  In  this  situation  men  not  only  shrink  from  the 
noxious  to  the  stata,  was  condemned  to  per^  fit>wnscfa  stem  magistrate;  but  they  are  obliged 
petual  imprisonment  fir  oxeicising  the  funp-  to  fly  fiiom  their  very  species.  The  seeds  of 
tions  of  his  religimi;  and  after  lying  in  jail  destruction  are  sown  in  civil  intercourse,  ia 
two  or  three  years,  was  relieved  by  this  mercy  social  habitudes.  The  Uood  of  wholesome 
of  government  from  perpetual  impriscmmeot,  kindred  is  infected.  Their  tables  and  beds  are 
on  condition  of  perpetual  banishment.  A  surrounded  with  snares.  All  the  means  given 
brother  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  a  Talbot,  by  Providence  to  make  life  safe  and  oMnfbrt- 
a  name  reifpoctable  in  this  country,  whilst  its  able,  are  perverted  into  instruments  of  terrour 
glory  is  any  part  of  its  coooem,  was  hauled  to  and  torment.  This  species  of  universal  sub- 
the  bar  of  die  Old  Bailey,  among  common  serviency,  that  malkes  the  very  servant  who 
felons,  and  only  escaped  the  same  doom,  either  waits  bdiind  your  diair,  die  arbiter  of  your 
by  some  errour  in  the  process,  or  that  Che  life  and  fixtune,  has  such  a  tendency  to  de- 
wretch  who  brought  him  there  could  not  cor*  grade  and  debaje  mankind,  and  to  deprive 
rectly  describe  his  person  1 1  now  forget  which,  them  of  that  assured  and  liberd  state  of  mind, 
•—la  short,  the  persecution  would  never  have  whidi  alone  can  make  us  what  we  oi:^t  to 
relented  ibr  a  moment,  if  the  judges  super-  lie,  that  I  vow  to  God  I  would  sooner  bring 
sediog  (though  with  an  ambiguous  example)  myself  to  put  a  man  to  immediate  death  fir 
Ibe  strict  rule  of  dieir  artificial  duty  by  the  opinions  t  disTiked,  and  so  to  get  rid  of  the 
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taiaii  and  his  opiftions  at  once,  ifian  to  firet  his  country,  or  in  the  field  to  defend  it.   But  in 

iaok  ^A  a  feverish  being,  tainted  with  the  nU  well-wron^t  compositions,  some  paiticu- 

lidl-distemper  of  a  contagious  servitude  to  lars  stand  out  more  eminentlj  than  the  rest ; 

TO^  him  above  gronnd,  an  animated  mass  <^  and  the  ihings  whidi  will  carry  his  name  to 

putreKaction,  oormpted  himself,  and  corrupting  posterity,  are  his  two  bills ;  I  mean  that  for  a 

an  about  him.  limitation  of  the  claims  of  the  crown  upon 

The  act  repealed  was  of  this  direct  ten-  landed  estates ;  and  this  lor  the  relief  of  the 

deiK^ ;  and  it  was  made  in  the  mainner  which  Roman  Catholics.     By  the  former,  be  has 

1  liave  related  to  you.    I  will  now  tell  you  by  emancipated  property ;  by  the  latter  he  has 

whom  the  bill  of  repeal  was  brought  into  par-  quieted  conscience ;  and  by  both,  he  has  taught 

Hament.    I  find  itimsbeen  industriously  given  that  grand  lesson  to  govemm^fit  and  sul^ecC, 

out  in  this  city  (fimn  kindness  to  me  unques-  -hm>  longer  to  regard  each  other  as  adverse 

tiooably)  that  I  was  the  mover  or  Ae  seconder,  parties. 

"^le  &ct  is,  I  did  not  once  open  my  lips  on  the  Such  was  the  mover  of  the  act  that  is  coro- 

mbject  during  die  whole  progress  of  the  bill,  plained  of  by  men,  who  are  not  quite  so  good 

I  do  not  say  this  as  disdaiiming  my  share  in  as  he  is ;  an  act,  most  assuredly  not  brought  in 

that  measure.   Very  &r  from  it    I  inform  you  by  him  from  any  partiadity  to  the  sect  whidi  is 

«f  diis  &ct,  lest  I  shook!  seem  to  arrogate  to  the  object  of  it.     For,  among  liis  fimks,  I 

ttiyvelf  the  merits  which  belong  to  others.    To  really  cannot  help  reckoning  a  greater  degree 

have  been  the  man  chosen  ocrt  to  redeem  our  of  prejudice  agamst  that  people,  than  becomes 

lettow-citizens  from  slavery ;  to  purify  oar  laws  so  wise  a  man.    I  know  that  he  inolines  to  a 

from  absurdi^  and  injustice;  and  to  cleanse  sort  of  disgust,  mixed  with  a  ooosideraUe 

OQF  religion  from  the  blot  and  stain  of  perseeo-  degree  of  asperity,  to  the  system ;  and  he  has 

tioo,  wooki  be  an  honour  and  happiness  to  few,  or  rather  no  habits  with  any  of  its  pro- 

which  my  wishes  would  undoubtedly  aspire ;  fessors.  What  he  has  done  was  on  ^ite  other 

Imt  to  which  nothing  but  my  wishes  could  have  motives.    The  motives  were  these,  which  he 

poasibty  entitled  me.    That  great  work  was  in  dedared  in  his  excellent  speech  on  his  motion 

sands  in  everyrespect  &r  better  qualified  than  for  the  bill;  namely,  his  extreme  zeal  to  the 

aiine.    The  mover  of  the  bill  was  Sir  Gteorge  Protestant  religion,  which  he  thou^t  utterly 

Barile.  disgraced  by  the  act  of  1699 ;  and  his  rooted 

When  an  act  of  great  and  signal  humanity  hatred  to  all  kind  of  of^ression,  mider  any 

Was  to  be  done,  and  done  with  all  the  weight  colour,  or  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

and  authority  that  belonged  to  it,  the  world  The  seconder  was  worthy  of  the  mover,  and 

eonki  cast  its  eyes  upon  mme  but  him.    I  hope  the  motion.    I  was  not  the  seconder ;  it  was 

that  few  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  bless  Mr.  Dunning  Recorder  of  this  city.    I  shall 

or  to  adorn  life,  have  whdly  escaped  my  ob-  say  the  less  of  him,  because  his  near  relation 

■ervation  in  my  passage  through  it.    I  have  to  you  makes  yon  more  particularly  acquainted 

iRMight  the  acquaintance  of  that  gentleman,  and  with  his  merits.    But  I  should  appear  little 

have  seen  him  in  all  situations.    He  is  a  true  acquainted  with  them,  or  little  sensible  of  them, 

genios;  with  an  understanding  vigorous,  and  if  I  coold  utter  his  name  on  this  occasion  with- 

aeute,  and  refined,  and  distinguisdied  even  to  out  expressing  my  esteem  for  his  character.    I 

OKess ;  and  illuminated  with  a  most  unboun-  am  not  afraid  of  offending  a  most  learned  body, 

ded,  peculiar,  and  original  cast  of  imagination,  and  most  jealous  of  its  reputation  for  that  lear* 

With  these  he  possesses  many  external  and  ning,  when  I  say  he  is  the  first  of  his  profes- 

instrumental  advantages ;  and  he  makes  use  of  sicxi.    It  is  a  point  settled  by  those  who  settle 

them  all.    His  fortune  is  among  the  largest ;  every  thing  else ;  and  I  must  add  (what  I  am 

a  fortune  which,  wholly  unincumbered,  as  it  enabled  to  say  from  my  own  long  and  close 

is,  without  (me  single  charge  tram  luxury,  va-  observation)  that  there  is  not  a  man,  of  any 

nity,  or  excess,  sinks  under  the  benevolence  profession,  or  in  any  situation,  of  a  more  erect 

of  its  dispenser.    This  private  benevolence,  and  independent  spirit;  of  a  more  proud  ho- 

expanding  itself  into  patriotism,  renders  his  nour ;  a  more  manly  mind ;  a  more  firm  and 

whole  being  the  estate  of  the  puUic,  in  which  determined  integrity.    Assure  yourselves,  that 

.he  has  not  reserved  a  peeidiuM  for  himself  of  the  names  of  two  such  men  will  bear  a  great 

profit,  diversion,  or  relaxation.    During  the  kiad  of  prejudice  in  the  other  scale,  before  they 

session,  the  first  in,  and  the  last  out  of  the  can  be  entirely  outweighed. 

home  of  commons ;  he  passes  fiwn  the  senate  With  this  mover,  and  this  seconder,  agreed 

to  the  camp;  and  seldom  seeing  the  seat  of  his  the  whole  house  of  commons ;  the  wlwU  house 

incMtoffB,  he  is  always  in  the  senate  to  serve  ofbrds:  the  toMe  bench  of  bishops;  the  king  i 
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the  ministry ;  the  opposition ;  all  the  diatiiH  eommanioo.  The  addren  shewed  wluut  I 
guished  clergy  of  the  establishment ;  all  the  long  languiabed  to  see,  that  all  the  subjecti  c( 
eminent  lights  (for  they  were  consulted)  of  the  England  had  cast  off  all  foreign  views  and 
dissenting  churches.  This  according  voice  of  connections,  and  that  every  man  looked  (at 
national  wisdom  ought  to  be  listened  to  with  his  relief  from  every  grievance,  at  the  handi 
reverence.  To  say  that  all  these  descriptions  (Mily  of  his  own  natural  government, 
of  Englishmen  unanimously  concurred  in  a  It  was  necessary,  on  our  part,  ^t  the  vtr 
scheme  for  introducing  the  Catholic  religion,  tural  government  should  shew  itself  wae&j  d 
or  that  none  of  them  understood  the  nature  that  name.  It  was  necessary,  at  the  crisis  I 
and  effects  of  what  they  were  doing,  so  weU  i^ak  of,  that  the  supreme  power  of  the  state 
as  a  few  obscure  clubs  of  people,  whose  name«  should  meet  the  conciliatory  dispositions  of 
you  never  heard  of,  is  shamelessly  absurd,  the  subject.  To  delay  protection  would  be 
Surely  it  is  paying  a  miserable  compliment  to  to  reject  allegiance.  Anid  why  should  it  bo 
the  religion  we  profess,  to  suggest  Uiat  every  rejected,  or  even  coldly  and  suspiciously  re- 
thing  eminent  in  the  kingdom  is  indifferent,  or  ceived  ?  If  any  independent  Catholic  stats 
even  adverse  to  that  religion,  and  that  its  se-  should  choose  to  take  part  with  this  kingdoa 
curity  is  ni^Uy  abandoned  to  the  zeal  of  those,  in  a  war  with  France  and  Spain,  that  bigot 
who  have  nothing  but  their  zeal  to  distinguish  (if  such  a  bigot  couH  be  found)  would  be  beard 
them.  In  weighing  this  unanimous  concur-  with  little  respect,  who  could  dream  of  otgeo* 
rence  of  whatever  the  nation  has  to  boast  of,  ting  his  religion  to  an  ally,  whom  the  natioa 
I  hope  jwk  will  recollect,  that  all  tliese  con-  would  not  only  receive  with  its  freest  thanks, 
curring  parties  do  by  no  means  love  one  ano-  but  purchase  with  the  last  remains  of  its  o^ 
ther  enough  to  agree  in  any  point,  which  was  hausted  treasure.  To  such  an  ally  we  dnwld 
not,  both  evidently,  and  importantly,  right.  not  dare  to  whisper  a  single  sylli^e  of  those 

To  prove  this ;  to  prove,  that  the  measure  base  and  invidious  topics,  upon  which,  some 

was  both  clearly  and  materially  proper,  I  wiU  unhappy  men  would  persuade  the  state,  to  re> 

next  lay  before  you  (as  I  promised)  the  politi-  ject  the  duty  and  allegiance  of  its  own  meah 

cal  grounds  and  reasons  for  the  repeal  of  that  bers.    Is  it  then  because  fi>reigners  are  in  a 

penal  statute ;  and  the  motives  to  its  repeal  at  condition  to  set  our  malice  at  defiance,  that 

that  particular  time.  with  them^  we  are  willing  to  contract  engage 

Gentlemen,  America When  the  English  ments  qI[  friendship,  and  to  keep  them  widi 

nation  seemed  to  be  dangerously,  if  not  irre-  fidelity  and  honour ;  but  that,  because  we 
coverably  divided ;  when  one,  and  that  the  conceive  some  descriptions  of  our  countrymea 
most  growing  branch,  was  torn  from  the  are  not  powerful  enough  to  punish  our  Daalig* 
parent  stock,  and  ingrafted  on  the  power  of  nity,  we  will  not  permit  them  to  su|4>ort  oar 
France,  a  great  terrour  fell  upon  this  kingdom,  commcm  interest  ?  Is  it  on  that  ground,  that 
On  a  sudden  we  awakened  from  our  dreams  our  anger  is  to  be  kindled  by  their  ofiered 
of  conquest,  and  saw  ourselves  threatened  with  kindness  ?  Is  it  on  that  ground,  that  they  are 
an  immediate  invasion ;  which  we  were  at  to  be  subjected  to  penalties,  because  they  are 
that  time  very  ill  prepared  to  resist.  You  re-  willing,  by  actual  merit,  to  purge  themselves 
member  the  cloud  that  gloomed  over  us  all.  from  imputed  crimes  ?  Lest  by  an  adherence 
In  tliat  hour  of  our  dismay,  from  the  bottom  of  to  the  cause  of  their  country  they  shoukl  ao> 
the  hiding-places,  into  which  the  indiscrimi-  quire  a  title  to  fiiir  and  equitable  treatment, 
nate  rigour  of  our  statutes  had  driven  them,  are  we  resolved  to  furnish  them  with  causes  of 
came  out  the  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  eternal  enmity;  and  rather  supply  them  with 
They  appeared  before  the  steps  oS  a  tottering  just  and  founded  motives  to  disaffection,  than  not 
throne,  with  one  of  the  most  sober,  measured,  to  have  that  disaffection  in  existence  to  justify 
steady,  and  dutiful  addresses  that  was  ever  an  oppression,  which,  not  from  policy  but  dis- 
presented  to  the  crown.  It  was  no  holyday  position,  we  have  pre-determined  to  exercise? 
ceremony  ;  no  aimiversary  compliment  of  What  shadow  of  reason  could  be  assigned, 
parade  and  show.  It  was  signed  by  almost  why,  at  a  time,  when  the  most  Protestant  part 
every  gentleman  of  that  persuasion,  of  note  or  of  this  Protestant  empire  found  it  for  its  ad- 
property,  in  England.  At  such  a  crisis,  no-  vantage  to  unite  with  the  two  principal  Popish 
thing  but  a  decided  resolution  to  stand  or  fell  states,  to  unite  itself  in  the  closet  bonds  witK 
with  their  country  could  have  dictated  such  an  France  and  Spain,  for  our  destruction,  that 
address ;  the  direct  tendency  of  which  was  to  we  should  refuse  to  unite  with  our  own  Ct- 
cut  off  all  retreat;  and  to  render  them  peculi-  tholic  countrymen  for  our  own  preservation? 
arly  obnoxious  to  an  invader  of  their  own  Ought  we,  like  madmen,  to  tear  off  the  piaio* 
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ton,  diat  the  lenient  hand  of  prudence  had  which    sey«ral  of  my  worthy  fellow-citizens 

spread  over  the  wounds  and  gashes,  which  in  were  groaning. 

cm  delirium  of  ambition  we  had  given  to  our  Imj^irtant  effects  followed  this  act  of  wis- 
Oivn  body  ?   No  person  ever  r^robated  the  dom.    They  appeared  at  home  and  abroad,  to 
American  war  more  than  I  did,  and  do,  and  the  great  benefit  of  this  kingdom ;  and,  let  me 
ever  shall.    But  I  never  will  ccMOsent  that  we  hope,  to  the  advantage  of  mankind  at  laige. 
rimald  lay  additicmal  voluntary  penalties  on  It  betdkened  union  among    ourselves.      It 
ocmelves,   for  a  fault  which  carries  but  too  shewed  soundness,  eyen  on  the  part  of  the 
UiK^  of  its  own  punishment  in  its  own  nature,  persecuted,  which  generally  is  the  weak  side 
Por  one,  I  was  delighted  with  the  proposal  of  of  every  community.    But  its  most  essential 
intemal  peace.    I  accepted  the  blessing  with  ^)peration  was  not  in  England.    The  act  was 
dMnkfiikiess  and  transp<Mrt ;  I  was  truly  hapf^  immediately,  though  very  imperfectly,  copied 
lo  find  one  good  effect  of  our  civil  distractions,  in  Ireland ;  and  this  imperfect  transcript  of  an 
ttiat  they  had  put  an  end  to  all  religious  strife  imperfect  act,  this  first  faint  sketch  of  tole- 
and  heart-burning  in  our  own  bowdb.    What  ration,  which  did  little  more  than  disclose  a 
be  the  sentiments  of  a  man,  who  would  principle,  and  mark  out  a  disposition,  ccnn- 
to  perpetuate  domestic  hostility,  when  the  pleted  in  a  most  wonderful  manner  die  re- 
oif  dispute  are  at  an  end  ;  and  who,  cry-  union  to  the  state,  of  all  the  Catholics  of  that 
ing  out  for  peace  with  one  part  of  the  nation  country.    It  made  us,  what  we  ought  always 
mt  the  most  humiliating  terms,  sliould  deny  to  have  been,  mie  family,  mie  body,  one  heart 
k  to  those,  «dio  <^er  fiiendship  without  any  and  soul,  against  the  family-combination,  and 
terms  at  all?  all  other  combinations  of  our  enemies.    We 
But  if  I  was  unable  to  reconcile  sudi  a  de-  have  indeed  oUigations  to  that  people,  who 
■ial  to  the  contracted  principles  of  local  duty,  received  such  small  benefits  with  so  much 
^vhat  answer  could  I  give  to  the  broad  claims  gratitude ;  and  for  which  gratitude  and  attacb- 
«f  gmieral  humanity  ?  I  ccmfess  to  you  freely,  ment  to  us,  I  am  afraid  they  have  suffered  not 
tiiat  die  sufferings  and  distresses  of  the  people  a  little  in  other  places. 
«f  America  in  tMs  cruel  war,  have  at  times  I  dare  say,  you  have  all  heard  of  the  privi- 
affected  me  more  deeply  than  I  can  express,  leges  indulged  to  the  Irish  Catholics  residing  in 
I  felt  every  Grazette  of  triumph  as  a  blow  Spain.    You  have  likewise  heard  with  what 
«^>Qii  my  heart,  which  has  an  hundred  times  circumstances  of  severity  they  have  been  lately 
sank  aiid  fiiinted  within  me  at  all  the  mischiefi  expelled  from  the  sea-ports  of  that  kingdom ; 
brought  upon  those  who  bear  the  whole  brunt  driven  into  the  inland  cities ;  and  there  de- 
cf  war  in  the  heart  of  their  country.    Yet  the  tained  as  a  sort  of  prisoners  of  state.    I  have 
Americans  are  utter  strangers  to  me ;  a  nation  good  reason  to  believe,  that  it  was  the  zeal  to 
among  whom  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  a  our  government  and  our  cause,  (somewhat 
single  acquaintance.     Was  I  to  sufier  my  indiscreetly  expressed  in  one  of  the  addresses 
mind  to  be  so  unaccountably  warped ;  was  I  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,)  which  has  thus 
to  ke^  such  iniquitous  weights  and  measures  drawn  down  on  their  heads  the  indignation  oS 
cf  temper  and  of  reason,  as  to  sympathize  with  the  court  of  Madrid ;  to  the  inexpressible  loss 
ihffme  who  are  in  open  rebellion  against  an  of  several  individuals,  and  in  future,  perhaps, 
aathority  which  I  respoctj  at  war  with  a  coun-  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  whole  of  their 
tij .  which  by  every  title  ought  to  be,  and  is  body.    Now  that  our  people  should  be  perse- 
most  dear  to  me ;  and  yet  to  have  no  feeling  at  cuted  in  Spain  for  their  attachment  to  this 
aB  ibr  the  hardships  and  indignities  suffered  country,  wad  persecuted  in  this  country  for 
by  men,  who  by  their  very  vicinity,  are  bound  their  supposed  enmity  to  us,  is  such  a  jarring 
op  in  a  nearer  relation  to  us;  who  contribute  reconciliation  of  contradictory  distresses,  is  a 
their  share,  and  more  than  their  share,  to  the  thing  at  once  so  dreadful  and  ridiculous,  that 
«^«»""»'«  proE^fterily;  who  perform  the  common  no  malice  short  of  diabolical,  would  wish  to 
offices  of  social  me,  and  who  obey  the  laws  to  continue  any  human  creatures  in  such  a  situ- 
the  foO  as  wdl  as  I  do  ?  Gentlemen,  the  dan-  ation.    But  h<»iest  men  will  not  forget  either 
fer  to  the  state  being  out  of  the  question  (of  their  merit  or  their  sufferings.     There  are 
which,  let  me  tell  you,  statesmen  themselves  men,  (and  many,  I  trust,  there  are,)  who,  out 
are  apt  to  have  but  too  exquisite  a  sense)  I  of  love  to  their  country  and  their  kind,  would 
cndd  assign  no  oae  reason  of  justice,  policy,  tmrture  their  invention  to  find  excuses  for  the 
or  feeling,  for  not  concurring  most  cordially,  mistakes  of  their  brethren ;  and  who,  to  stifle 
M  most  cordially  I  did  concur,  in  softening  dissension,  would  construe  even  doubtfiil  i^ 
Bme  part  of  that  shamefid  servitude  under  pearances,  with  the  utmost  favour :  such  men 
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win  never  persuade  t!ieimeff<e9 1*  b«  ingBmam  Ijom  CoOBlnea.  What  a  ipectacie  woiAl  it 
and  refmcd  in  discovering  disafieetioa  and  trea-  be  to  Surope,  to  aee  u  at  this  time  of  diy, 
son  in  the  manifnt  paliMdile  wigni  of  niflering  haltMrif  th«  acoouat  of  tpamaj  with  tboit 
lojahy.  P^rBccntion  is  fl^aoaatuiml  to  tkaa,  nry  ommOnm,  and  by  our  penseeutkni,  dri- 
that  they  gladly  snateh  the  very  first  opporti^  viag  back  tiada  aad  maniifactige^  as  a  sort  tf 
nity  of  laying  aside  all  die  tricks  and  d«?ies«  vagahnnjb,  to  their  original  aettiemsot!  Bat 
ofpt-nal  politics  ;  and  of  returning  home,  afler  X  triMl  «•  ihaU  ba  aavad  this  last  of  dispMot 
ail  their  irksome  and  Texatious  TOMioriafla,  to  So  iu-  aa  to  tba  eflect  of  the  act  on  the  in- 
our  natural  family  mansion,  to  the  grand  social  terosts  of  this  aatioDL  With  regaid  to  the 
principle,  that  unites  all  men,  in  all  descri^  intwasls  of  laasfcind  at  larae,  I  am  flure  tbi 
tions,  under  the  shadow  of  aa  oi|ual  and  io^  benefit  vas  ya^y  considaraOe.  X«ong  befin 
partial  justice.  this  aoi»  iadood,  the  q^t  of  toleratioa  hpu 

Men  of  another  sort,  I  mean  the  bigoted     to  gain  gisimd  in  Ettrqpo,    In  HoQuil,  At 
enemies  to  liberty,  may,  perhaps,  in  their  p^     thifd  part  «f  the  people  are  CathoUes;  tbef 
litics,  make   no    account  of  the  good  or  Ul     live  at  ease;  and  are  a  sound  part  of  tiw 
affection  of  the  Catholics  of  Engiai^,  who  are    statsu    la  many  parts  of  Germany,  Plrot» 
but  an  handful  of  people  (enough  to  tomwat,     tants  and  Papists  partake  the  same  cities,  Ae 
but  not  enough  to  fear,)  perhaps  not  so  oMay,    saaM  oouacils,  and  even  the  same  cfaordMS. 
of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages,  as  fifty  thoosaad.     The  anbouaded  liherali^  of  the  king  of  Pn» 
But,  gentlemen,  it  is  possible  you  may  not    sia's  oendact  an  this  occasion  is  kiK>wii  to  aO 
know,  that  die  people  of  that  persuasion  in     the  world ;  aad  it  is  of  a  fdece  with  the  other 
Ireland  amount  at  least  to  sixteen  or  seveK^eea     grand  maxims  of  his  reign.     The  mi|Daoi- 
hundred  diousand  souls.    I  do  not  at  all  ez-     nity  of  the  impfirial  court,  breaking  Ihwgii 
aggerate  the  number.    A  notion  to  be  pers^     the  narrow  principles  of  his  jiredecesBorS;  las 
cuted !    Whilst  we  were  masters  of  the  aeaf     indulged  its  protestant  sabjects,  not  only  with 
embodied  widi  America,  and  in  alliance  with    property^  with  worship,  with  liberal  edootkii; 
half  the  powers  of  the  continent,  we  migbt    but  with  honours  and  trusts,  both  civil  Bad 
perhaps,  in  that  remote  comer  «f  Eorope,     military.    A  worthy  protestant  gentl^sw  of 
afibrd  to  tyrannize  with  imtpuni^.    But  there     this  country  now  fiUa,  and  fills  with  ere^t 
is  a  revolution  ki  oar  affairs,  which  makes  it     high    office    in  tbfi   Austrian   NetheHank 
prudent  to  be  jaat.    In  ear  late  awkward  oon-     Even  the  JdUlheran  obstinacy  of  Sweden  hu 
test  with  Ireland  about  trade,  bad  religien  been     thawed  at  i&agth^  and  {]qp«ned  a  toleratioa  to 
thrown  in,  to  ferment  and  embitter  the  mass     all  religions.    I  know  myself^  that  In  France 
of  discontents,  the  oonsequences  might  have     the  Protestants  begin  to  be  at  rest.  The  annyi 
been  truly  dreadful.    But  very  bapfuly,  that     which  in  that  country  is  every  thing,  is  open 
cause  of  quarrel  was  previously  quietisd  by  the    -to  them;  and  some  of  the  military  rewardi 
wisdom  of  the  acts  I  ara  commending.  and  decorations  which  the  laws  deny,  are  sqh 

Even  in  England,  where  I  admit  the  danger    plied  by  others,  to  make  the  service  accepted 
from  the  discontmit  of  that  persuasion  to  be  leas     and  honourable.    The  first  minister  of  finance 
than  in  Ireland ;  yet  even  here,  had  we  listened     in  that  country,  is  a  Protestant.    Twe  yein 
to  the  councils  of  fanaticism  and  folly,  we  might     war  without  a  tax  is  among  the  fbst-fiiiits  of 
have  wounded  ourselves  very  deeply;    had    their  liberally.    Tarnished  as  the  glory  of  thii 
wounded  ourselves  in  a  veiy  tender  part,     nation  is,  and  as  far  as  it  has  waded  into  the 
You  are  apprised,  that  the  Catholics  of  Eng-     shades  of  an  eclipse,  some  beams  of  its  fiimer 
land  consist  mostly  of  our  best  manu&oturers.     iUumination  still  play  upim  its  surface ;  and 
Had  the  legislature  chosen,  instead  of  returning     what  is  done  in  England  is  stUl  looked  to,  u 
their  declarations  of  doty  with  correspondent     argument,  and  as  example.  It  is  certain^  tne, 
good- will,  to  drive  them  to  despair,  there  is  a     that  no  law  of  this  country  ever  met  with  such 
country  at  their  very  door,  to  which  they  would     universal  applause  abroad,  or  was  so  likelv  to 
\n  invited ;  a  country  in  all  respects  as  good     produce  the  perfection  of  that  tolerating  spnit, 
as  ours,  and  with  the  finest  cities  in  the  world     which,  as  I  observed,  has  been  long  gainiif 
ready  built  to  receive  them.    And  thus  the     ground  in  Europe ;  for  abroad,  it  was  onira^ 
bigotry  of  a  fi'ee  country,  and  in  an  enlightened     sally  thought  that  we  had  done,  what,  I » 
age,  would  have  re^peopled  the  cities  of  Flan-     sorry  to  say,  we  had  not ;  they  thought  we  had 
dcrs,  which,  in  'the  darkness  of  two  hundred     granted  a  full  toleration.    That  opinion  was 
years  ago,  had  been  desolated  by  the  super-     however  so  far  from  hurting  the  Protestant 
stition  of  a  cruel  tyrant    Our  manufacturers     cause,  that  I  declare,  with  me  most  sericoi 
were  the  .growth  of  the  nerseoutions  in  the     solemnity,  my  firm  belief,  that  no  one  thiiV 
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done  for  these  fifty  years  past,  was  80  likely  to  unravel  this  texture  from  below  dun  from 

prove  deeply  beneficial  to  our  religion  at  large  above,  beginning  with  the   latest,  which,  in 

as  Sir  Cieorge  Savile's  act.    In  its  effects  it  general  practice,  is  the  severest  evil.    Jt  was 

was,  <*an   act  for  tolerating  and  protecting  alleged,  that  this  slow  proceeding  would  be 

Protestantism  throughout  Europe :"  and  I  hope  attended  with  the  advantage  of  a  progressive 

that  those  who  were  taking  st^  for  the  quiet  experience;  and  that  the  people  would  grow 

and  settlement  of  our  Protestant  brethren  in  veeoDciled  to  toleration,  when  they  should  find 

other  coui^ies,  will  even  yet,  rather  consider  by  the  effects,  that  justice  was  not  so  irreoon- 

the  steady  equity  of  the  greater  and  better  cilaUe  an  enemy  to  convenience  as  they  had 

part  <^  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  than  the  imagined. 

vanity  and  videace  of  a  few.  These,  gentlemen,  were  the  reasons  why 

I  perceive,  gentlemen,  by  the  manner  of  all  we  left  d^is  good  work  in  the  rude  unfinished 

about  me,  that  you  look  with  borrour  on  the  state,  in  which  good  wcH-ks  are  commonly 

wieked  clamour  v^ich  has  been  raised  on  this  left,  through  the  tame  circunu^ectioo  with 

subject ;  and  that  instead  of  an  apology  for  which  a  timid  prudence  so  frequently  enervates 

what  was  done,  you  rather  demand  from  me  beneficence.    In  doing  good,  we  are  generally 

an  account,  why  the  execution  of  the  scheme  cold,  and  languid,  and  aluggish ;  aiui  of  ail 

of  urieration,  was  not  made  more   answerable  things  afraid  of  being  too  much  in  the  right. 

to  the  large  and  liberal  grounds  on  which  it  But  the  works  of  malice  and  injustice  are  quite 

was  taken  up.    The  question  is  natural  and  in  another  style.     They  are  finished  with  a 

proper ;  and  I  remember  that  a  great  and  bi^  masterly  hand ;  touched  as  they  are  with 

learned  magistrate,'*'    distinguished  for    his  the  spirit  of  those  vdiement  passions  that  call 

strong  and  systematic  understanding,  and  who  forth  all  our  energies  whenever  we  oppress  and 

-at  that  time  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  persecute. 

commons,  made  the  same  objection  to  the  pro-  Thus  this  matter  was  left  for  the  time,  with 

needing.    The  statutes,  as  they  now  stand,  are,  a  full  determinati<m  in  parliament,  not  to  suffer 

wiUiout  doubt,  perfectly  absurd.    But  I  beg  other  and  worse  stetutes  to  remain  for  the 

leaive  to  explain  the  cause  of  this  gross  imper-  purpose  of  counteracting  the  benefits  proposed 

fection,  in  the  tolerating  plan,  as  well  and  as  by  the  repeal  of  one  penal  law  ;  for  nobody 

shortly  as  I  am  able.  It  was  universally  bought,  then  dreamed  of  defending  what  was  done  as 

that  the  session  ought  not  to  pass  over  without  a  benefit,  on  the  gro'und  of  its  being  no  benefit 

doing  aoin^thmg  in  this  business.     To  revise  at  all.    We  were  not  then  ripe  for  so  mean  a 

the  whole  body  of  the  penal  statutes  was  con-  subterfuge. 

ceived  to  be  an  object  too  big  for  the  time.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  over  the  horrid  scene 

The  penal  statute  therefore  which  was  chosen  that  was  afterwards  acted.    Would  to  God  it 

for  repeal  (chosen  -to  shew  our  disposition  to  could  be  expunged  for  ever  fi-om  the  annals  of 

conciliate,  not  to. perfect  a  toleration)  was  this  this  couutry!    But  since  it  must  subsist  for 

act  of  ludicrous  cruelty,  of  which  I  have  just  our  shame,  let  it  subsist  for  our  instruction.   In 

given  you  the  history.    It  is  an  act,  which,  the  year  1780,  there  were  found  in  this  nation 

though  not  by  a  great  deal  so  fierce  and  bloody  men  deluded  enough  (for  I  give  the  whole  to ' 

as  some  of  the  rest,  was  infinitely  more  ready  their  delusion)  on  pretences  of  zeal  and  piety, 

in  the  execution.    It  was  the  act  which  gave  without  any  sort  cX  provocation  whatsoever, 

the  greatmit  encouragement  to  those  pests  of  real  or   pretended,  to  make  a  desperate  at- 

society,  mercenary  informers,  and  interested  tempt,  which  would  have  consumed  all  the 

disturbers  of  household  peace ;  and  it  was  ob-  glory  and  power  of  this  country,  in  the  flames 

served  with  truth,  that  the  prosecutions,  either  of  London ;  and  buried  all  law,  ovdM',  and  reli- 

canied  to  conviction  or  compounded,  for  many  gion,  under  the  ruins  of  the  metropolis  of  the 

years,  had  been  all  commenced  upon  that  act.  Protestant  world.    Whether  all  this  mischief 

It  was  said,  that  whilst  we  were  deliberating  done,  or  in  the  direct  train  of  doing,  was  in 

on  a  more  perfect  scheme,  the  spirit  of  the  their  original  scheme,  I  cannot  say ;  I  h(^  it 

age  wouki  never  come  up  to  the  execution  of  ^'^as  not ;  but  this  would  have  been  the  una- 

the  statutes  which  remained ;   especially  as  voidable  consequence   of  their   proceedings, 

more  steps,  and  a  co«operation  of  more  minds  had  not  the  flames  they  had  lighted  up  in  their 

and  powers  were   required  towards  a  mis-  fury  been  extinguished  in  their  blood, 

diievous  use  of  them,  than  for  the  execution  AH  the  time  that  this  horrid  scene  was 

of  the  act  to  be  repealed ;  that  it  was  better  to  acting,  or  avenging,  as  well  as  for  some  time 

before,  and  ever  since,  the  wicked  instigators 

*  The  Chancellor  of  this  unhappy  multitude,  guilty,  with  every 
Vol.  I. — 21 
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aggramtion,  of  all  their  crimes,  and  screened        In  tliis  aodacicMis  tamtdt,  when  our  fery 

in  a  cowardly  darkness  from  their  punishment,  name  and  character  as  gentlemen,  was  to  be 

continued,  without  interruption,  pity  or  re-  cancelled  for  ever  along  with  the  faith  and 

morse,  to  blow  up  the  blind  rage  of  the  popn-  honour  of  the  nation,  1,  who  had  exerted  mj- 

lace,  with  a  continued  blast  of  pestilential  self  very  little  on  the  quiet  passing  <^  the  bifl, 

libels,  which  infected  and  poisoned  the  very  thought  it  necessary  then  to  come  forward.   I 

air  we  breathed  in.  was  not  alone  ;  but  though  some  distinguished 

The  main  drift  of  all  the  libels,  and  all  the  members  on  all  sides,  and  particularly  on  oars, 

riots,  was,  to  force  parliament  (to  persuade  us  added  much  to  their  high  repuiatioD  by  the 

was  hopeless)  into  an  act  of  national  perfidy,  part  they  took  on  that  day,  (a  part  which  wfll 

which  has  no  example.    For,  gentlemen,  it  is  be  remembered  as  long  as  honour,  spirit,  and 

proper  you  should  all  know  what  infamy  we  eloquence  have  estimation  in  the  worki,)  I  may 

escaped  by  refusing  that  repeal,  for  a  refusal  and  will  value  myself  so  far,  that  yielding  in 

of  which,  it  seems,  I,  among  others,  stand  abilities  to  many,  I  yielded  in  zeal  to  Dooe. 

somewhere  or  other  accused.    When  we  took  With  warmth  and  with  vigour,  and  animated 

away,  on  the  motives  which  I  had  the  honour  with  a  just  and  natural  indignation,  I  called 

of  stating  to  you,  a  few  of  the  innumerable  forth  every  faculty  that   I  possessed,  and  I 

penalties  upon  an  oppressed  and  injured  peo-  directed  it  in  every  way  in  which  I  couh)  pos- 

ple,  the  relief  was  not  absolute,  but  given  on  a  sibly  employ  it.    I  laboured  night  and  day.   I 

stipulation  and  compact  between  them  and  laboured  in  parliament :  I  laboured  out  of  par- 

us;  for  we  bound  down  the  Roman  Catholics  liament.     If  therefore  the  resolution  of  ihe 

with  the  most  solemn  oaths,  to  bear  true  alle-  house  of  commons,  refusing  to  commit  this  act 

giance  to  this  government ;  to  abjure  all  sort  of  unmatched  turpitude,   be  a  crime,  I  am 

of  temporal  power  in  any  other ;  and  to  re-  guilty  among  the  foremost.  But  indeed,  what- 

nounce,  under  the  same  solemn  obligations,  ever  the  faults  of  that  house  may  have  been,  do 

the  doctrines  of  systematic  perfidy,  with  which  one  member  was  found  hardy  enough  to  pro- 

they  stood  (I  conceive  very  unjustly)  charged,  pose  so  infamous  a  thing;  aiid  on  full  debate 

Now  our  modest  petitioners  came  up  to  us,  we  passed  the  resolution  against  the  petitions 

most  humbly  praying  nothing  more,  than  that  with  as  much  unanimity,  as  we  had  formerly 

we  should  break  our  faith,  without  any  one  passed  the  law,  of  which  these  petitions  de* 

cause  whatsoever  of  forfeiture  assigned ;  and  manded  the  repeal. 

when  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  had,  on  their         There  was  a  circumstance  (justice  will  not 

part,  fully  performed  their  engagement,  we  suffer  me  to  pass  it  over)  which,  if  any  thing 

should  refuse,  on  our  part,  the  benefit  we  had  could  enforce  the  reasons  I  have  given,  wouU 

stipulated  on  the  performance  of  those  very  fully  justify  the  act  of  relief,  and  render  a 

conditions  that  were  prescribed  by  our  ovm  repeal,  or  any  thing  like  a  repeal,  unnatural, 

authority,  and  taken  on  the  sanction  of  our  impossible.    It  was  the  behaviour  of  the  per- 

public  faith — That  is  to  say,  when  we  had  secuted  Roman  Catholics  under  the  acts  of 

inveigled  them  with  fair  promises  within  our  violence  and  brutal  insolence,  which  they  svS- 

door,  we  were  to  shut  it  on  them ;  and,  adding  fered.    I  suppose  there  are  not  in  Lcmdon  less 

mockery  to  outrage — to  tell  them,  "  Now  we  than  four  or  five  thousand  of  that  persuasion 

have  got  you  fast — your  consciences  are  bound  from  my  country,  who  do  a  great  deal  of  the 

to  a  power  resolved  on  your  destruction.    We  most  laborious  works  in  the  metropolis ;  and 

Lave  made  you  swear,  that  your  religion  ob-  they  chiefly   inhabit  those    quarters,   which 

liges  you  to  keep  your  faith :  fools  as  you  are !  were  the  principal  tlieatre  of  the  fury  of  the 

we  will  now  let  you  see,  that  our  religion  bigoted  multitude.    They  are  known  to  be 

enjoins  us  to  keep  no  faith  with  you." — They  men  of  strong  arms,  and  quick  feelings,  and 

who  would  advisedly  call  upon  Us  to  do  such  more  remarkable  for  a  determined  resolution, 

things,  must  certainly  have  thought  us  not  than  clear  ideas,  or  much  foresight.     But 

only  a  convention  of  treacherous  tyrants,  but  a  though  provoked  by  every  thing  that  can  stir 

gang  of  the  lowest  and  dirtiest  wretches  that  the  blood  of  men,  their  houses  and  chapels  in 

ever  disgraced  humanity.     Had  we  done  this,  flames,  and  with  the  most  atrocious  profana- 

we  should  have  indeed  proved,  that  there  were  tions  of  every  thing  which  they  hold  sacred 

some  in  the  world  whom  no  faith  could  bind ;  before  their  eyes,  not  a  hand  wtis  moved  to 

and  we  should  have  convicted  ourselves  of  that  retaliate,  or  even  to  defend.    Had  a  conflict 

odious  principle  of  which  Papists  stood  accused  once  begun,  the  rage  of  their  persecutors  would 

by  those  very  savages,  who  wished  us,  on  that  have  redoubled.    Thus  fury  increasing  by  the 

accusation,  to  deliver  them  over  to  their  fury.  reverberation  of  outrages,  house  being  fired  for 
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house,  and  church  for  chapel,  I  am  convinced,  could  be  collected  in  London,  snfHcient  to 

that  no  power  under  heaven  could  have  pre-  frighten  us  out  of  all  our  ideas  of  policy  and 

vented  a  general  conflagration ;  and  at  this  day  justice  ?    Were  we  to  wait  fur  the  profound 

London  woi^d  have  been  a  tale.    But  I  am  lectures  on  the  reason  of  state,  ecclesiastical 

well  informed,  and  the  thing  speaks  it,  that  and  political,  which  the  Protestant  association 

their  clergy  exerted  their  whole  influence  to  have  since  condescended  to  read  to  us  ?    Or 

keep  their  people  in  such  a  state  of  forbearance  were  we,  seven  hundred  peers  and  commoners, 

and  quiet,  as,  when  I  look  back,  fills  me  with  the  only  persons  ignorant  of  the  ribald  invec- 

astonishment ;  but  not  with  astonishment  only,  tives,  which  occupy  the  place  of  argument  in 

Their  merits  on  that  occasion  ought  not  to  be  those  remonstrances,  which  every  man  of  com- 

forgotten  ;  nor  will  they,   when  Englishmen  mon  observation  had  heard  a  thousand  times 

come  to  recollect  themselves.    I  am  sure  it  over,  and  a  thousand  times  over  had  despised  ? 

were   far  more  proper  to  have  called-  them  All  men  had  before  heard  what  they  have  to 

forth,  and  given  them  the  thanks  of  both  houses  say;  and  all  men  at  this  day  know  what  they 

of  parliament,  than  to  have  suffered  those  wor-  dare  to  do  ;  and  I  trust,  all  honest  men  are 

thy  clergymen,  and  excellent  citizens,  to  be  equallj(  influenced  by  the  one,  and  by  the  other. 

hunted  into  holes  and  comers,  whilst  we  are  But  they  tell  us,  that  those  our  fellow-citi- 

raaking  low-minded  inquisitions  into  the  num-  zens,  whose  chains  we  have  a  little  relaxed, 

her  of  their  people  ;  as  if  a  tolerating  principle  are  enemies  to  liberty  and  our  free  constitu- 

was  never  to  prevail,  unless  we  were  very  tion. — Not  enemies,  I  presume,  to  their  oum 

sure  that  only  a  few  could  possibly  take  ad-  liberty.    And  as  to  the  constitution,  until  we 

vantage  of  it.     But  indeed  we  are  not  yet  give  them  some  share  in  it,  I  do  not  know  on 

well  recovered  of  our  fright     Our  reason,  I  what  pretence  we  can  examine  into  their  opi- 

trust,  will  return  with  our  security;  and  this  nions  about  a  business  in  which  they  have  no 

unfortunate  temper  will  pass  over  like  a  cloud,  interest  or  concern.     But  after  all,  are  we 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  laid  before  you  a  few  equally  sure,  that  they  are  adverse  to  our  con- 

of  the  reasons  for  taking  away  the  penalties  of  stitution,  as  that  our  statutes  are  hostile  and 

die  act  of  1699,  and  for  refusing  to  establish  destructive  to  them  ?  For  my  part,  I  have  rea- 

them  OR  the  riotous  requisition  of  1780.    Be-  son  to  believe,  their  opinions  and  inclinations 

cause  I  would  not  suffer  any  thing  which  may  in  that  respect  are  various,  exactly  like  those 

be  Cor  your  satisfaction  to  escape,  permit  me  of  other  men :  and  if  they  lean  more  to  the 

just  to  touch  on  the  objections  urged  against  crown  than  I,  and  than  many  of  you  think  toe 

our  act  and  our  resolves,  and  intended  as  a  ought,  we  must  remember,  that  he  who  aims 

justification  of  the  violence  offered  to  both  at  another's  life,  is  not  to  be  surprised  if  he 

hous^.   "  Parliament,*'  they  assert,  "  was  too  flies  into  any  sanctuary  that  will  receive  him. 

hasty,  and   they  ought,  in  so  essential  and  The  tenderness  of  the  executive  power  is  the 

idarming  a  change,  to  have  proceeded  with  a  natural  asylum  of  those  upon  whom  the  laws 

tar  greater  degree  of  deliberation."  The  direct  have  declared  war ;  and  to  complain  that  men 

contrary.    Parliament  was  too  slow.    They  are  inclined  to  favour  the  means  of  their  own 

took  fourscore  years  to  deliberate  on  the  repeal  safety,  is  so  absurd,  th^t  one  forgets  the  in- 

of  an  act  which  ought  not  to  have  survived  a  justice  in  the  ridicule. 

second  session.    When  at  length,  afler  a  pro-  I  must  fairly  tell  you,  that  so  far  as  my  prin- 

crastinationof  near  a  century,  the  business  was  ciples  are  concerned,  (principles,  that  I  hope 

taken  up,  it  proceeded  in  the  most  public  man-  will  only  depart  with  my  last  breath,)  that  I 

ner,  by  the  ordinary  stages,  and  as  slowly  as  a  have   no  idea  of  a  liberty  unconnected  with 

law  so  evidently  right  as  to  be  resisted  by  none,  honesty  and  justice.    Nor  do  I  believe,  that 

would  naturally  advance.    Ha;l  it  been  read  any  good  constitutions  of  government  or  of 

three  times  in  one  day,  we  should  have  shewn  freedom,  can  find  it  necessary  for  their  secu- 

only  a  becoming  readiness  to  recognise  by  pro-  rity  to  doom  any  part  of  the  people  to  a  per* 

tection  the  undoubted  dutifulbehaviour  of  those  manent  slavery.    Such  a  constitution  of  free- 

whom  we  had  but  too  long  punished  for  offences  dom,  if  such  can  be,  is  in  effect  no  more  than 

of  presumption  or  conjecture.    But  for  what  another  name  for  the  tyranny  of  the  strongest 

end  was  that  bill  to  linger  beyond  the  usual  faction ;  and  factions  in  republics  have  been, 

period  of  an  unopposed  measure  ?    Was  it  to  and  are,  full  as  capable  as  monarchs,  of  the 

be  delayed  until  a  rabble  in  Edinburgh  should  most  cruel  oppression  and  injustice.    It  is  but 

dictate  to  the  church  of  England  what  mea-  too  true,  that  the  love,  and  even  the  very  idea, 

sore  of  persecution  was  fitting  for  her  safety?  of  genuine  liberty,  is  extremely  rare.   It  is  but 

Was  it  to  be  adjourned  until  a  fanatical  force  too  true,  that  there  are  tnanv,  whose  whole 
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scheme  of  (reedom  is  made  up  of  pride,  per-  entertains  it,  at  one  time  or  other  wiD  oertaiidy 

Terseness,  and    insolence.    They   feel   them-  bring  on  ita  ruin. 

selves  in  a  state  of  thraldom,  they  imagine  We  are  tokl  that  this  is  not  a  religiottt  {M^ 
that  their  souls  are  cooped  and  cabined  in,  un-  secution,  and  its  ^>ettorB  are  loud  in  diadat- 
less  they  have  some  man,  or  some  body  of  ming  all  severities  on  account  of  comcieDoe. 
men,  dependent  on  their  mercy.     This  desire  Very  fine  indeed!  tb«i  let  it  be  so;  ^tejwn 
of  having  some  one  below  them,  descends  to  not  persecutors ;  they  are  only  tjrrants.   WiA 
those  who  are  the  very  lowest  of  all, — and  a  all  my  heart.    I  am  polectly  iDdifferent  ooip 
Protestant  cobler,  debased  by  his  poverty,  but  coming  the  pretexts  upon  whidi  we  teraicnt 
exalted  by  his  share  of  the  ruling  church,  feels  one  another ;  or  whether  it  be  lor  the  oonith 
a  pride  in  knowing  it  is  by  his  generosity  alone,  tution  of  the  church  of  England,  (xr  Ibr  the 
that  the  peer,  whose  footman's  instep  he  mea-  constitution  of  the  state  of  England,  that  peo- 
sures,  is  able  to  keep  his  chaplain  from  a  jail  pie   choose    to    make  their   fi^knv-creatorw 
This  disposition  is  the  true  source  of  the  pas-  wretched.  When  we  were  sent  into  a  place  of 
sion,  which  many  men,  in  very  humble  life,  authority,  you  that  sent  us  had  yourselves  bat 
have  taken  to  the  American  war.   Our  subjects  one  commission  to  gire.    You  coukl  give  of 
in  America ;  oto"  colonies ;   our  dependants,  none  to  wrong  or  oppress,  or  even  to  suffer,  any 
This  lust  of  party-power,  is  the  liberty  they  kind  of  oppression  or  wroi^,  on  any  grouads 
hunger  and  thirst  for  ;  and  this  Syren  song  of  whatsoever ;  not  on  political,  as  in  the  affiurs 
ambition,  has  charmed  ears,  that  one  would  of  America ;  not  on  commercial,  as  in  those 
have  thought  were  never  organized  to  that  sort  of  Ireland  ;  not  in  civil,  as  in  the  laws  for 
of  music.  debt ;  not  in  religious,  as  in  the  statutes  agaiort 
This  way  of  proscribing  the  citizens  by  deno-  Protestant  or  Catholic  dissenters.    The  divei*' 
minations  and  general  descriptions y  dignified  by  sified  but  connected  fabric  of  univenal  justice, 
the  name  of  reason  of  state,  and  security  for  is  well  cramped  and  bolted  together  in  all  iti 
constitutions  and  commonwealths,  is  nothing  parts ;  and  depend  upon  it,  I  have  never  ena- 
better  at  bottom,  than  the  miserable  invention  ployed,  and  I  never  diall  employ,  any  engioe 
of  an  ungenerous  ambition,  which  would  fain  of  power  which  may  come  into  my  hands,  to 
hold  the  sacred  trust  of  power,  without  any  of  wrench  it  asunder.    All  shall  stand,  if  I  can 
the  virtues  or  any  of  the  energies,  that  give  a  help  it,  and  all  shall  stand  connected.    After 
title  to  it ;  a  receipt  of  policy,  made  up  of  a  all,  to  complete  this  work,  much  remains  to  be 
detestable  compound  of  malice,  cowardice,  and  done;  much  in  the  East,  much  in  the  West, 
sloth.     They  would  govern  men  against  their  But  great  as  the  work  is,  if  our  will  be  ready, 
will ;   but  in  that  government  they  would  be  our  powers  are  not  deficient, 
discharged  from  the  exercise  of  vigilance,  pro-  Since  you  have  suffered  me  to  trouble  yoaso 
vidence,  and  fortitude ;  and  therefore,  that  they  much  on  this  subject,  permit  me,  g&at\emieD,  to 
may  sleep  on  their  watch,  they  consent  to  take  detain  you  a  little  longer.    I  am  indeed  moat 
some  one  division  of  the  society  into  partner-  solicitous  to  give  you  perfect  satisfaction.    1 
ship  of  the  tyranny  over  the  rest.     But  let  find  there  are  some  of  a  better  and  softer  nature 
government,  in  what  tbrm  it  may  be,  compre-  than  the  persons  with  whom  I  have  supposed 
hend  the  whole  in  its  justice,  and  restrain  the  myself  in  debate,  who  neither  think  ill  of  the  act 
suspicious  by  its  vigilance  ;  let  it  keep  watch  of  relief,  nor  by  any  means  desire  the  repeal) 
and  ward ;  let  it  discover  by  its  sagacity,  and  yet  who,  not  accusing  but  lamenting  ^at  was 
punish  by  its  firmness,  all  delinquency  against  done,  on  account  of  the  consequences,  have 
its  power,  whenever  delinquency  exists  in  the  frequently  expressed  tlieir  wish,  that  the  late 
overt  acts  ;  and  then  it  'will  be  as  safe  as  ever  act  had  never  been  made.     Some  of  this  de- 
God  and  nature  intended  it  should  be.  Crimes  scription,  and  persons  of  worth,  I  have  met 
are  the  acts  of  individuals,  and  not  of  deno-  with  in  this  city.    They  conceive,  that  the 
minations ;  and  therefore   arbitrarily  to  class  prejiklices,  whatever  they  mi^t  be,  of  a  large 
men  under  general  descriptions,  in  order  to  part  of  the  people,  ought  not  to  have  been 
proscribe  and  punish  them  in  the  lump  for  a  shocked ;  that  their  opinions   ought  to  have 
presumed  delinquency,  of  which  perhaps  but  a  been  previously  taken,  and  much  attended  to ; 
part,  perhaps  none  at  all,  are  guilty,  is  indeed  and  that  thereby  the  late  horrid  scenes  might 
a  compendious  method,  and  saves  a  world  of  have  been  prevented. 

trouble  about  proof;  but  such  a  method  instead  I  confess,  my  notions  are  widely  different; 

of  being  law,  is  an  act  of  unnatural  rebellion  and  I  never  was  less  sorry  for  any  action  of 

against  the  legal  dominion  of  reason  and  jus-  my  life.    I  like  the  bill  the  better,  on  account 

tice ;  and  this  vice,  in  any  constitution  that  of  the  events  (rf*  all  kinds  that  followed  it   It 
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nli«Ted  thertfri  waSkmn ;  it  streagthened  the  self  is  competent  to  alter  the  Assential  coosti- 
atake ;  and,  by  the  disorders  that  ensaed,  we  tutkni  of  right  and  wnmg,  swe  I  am,  that  such 
had  clesr  e?idence  that  there  lurked  a  teoi^jer  Mng9,  as  &ey  and  I,  are  possessed  of  no  such 
aooMwhere,  which  ought  not  to  be  fi>stered  by  power.  No  man  carries  further  than  I  do  the 
die  laws.  Noitt  consequences  whatever  could  policy  of  making  government  pleasing  to  the 
be  atlributod  to  the  act  itseHl  We  knew  people.  But  tlM  widest  range  of  this  politic 
beforehand,  or  we  were  poorly  instructed,  that  complaisance  is  confined  within  the  limits  of 
toleration  is  odious  to  the  intolerant ;  freedom  justice.  I  would  not  <mly  consult  the  interest 
to  oppressors ;  property  to  robbers ;  and  all  of  the  people,  but  I  woukl  cheerfully  gratify 
kinds  and  degrees  of  prosperity  to  the  envious,  their  humours.  We  are  all  a  sort  aC  children 
We  knew,  that  all  these  kinds  of  men  wotdd  that  must  be  soothed  and  muiaged.  I  think  I 
l^adly  gratify  their  evil  dispositi(Mis  under  the  am  not  austere  or  formal  in  my  nature.  I 
saactioB  of  law  and  religion,  if  they  could :  if  would  bear,  I  would  even  myself  play  my  part 
they  ooold  not,  yet,  to  make  way  to  their  ob-  in,  any  innocent  buffooneries,  to  divert  them. 
jects,  they  would  do  their  utmost  to  subvert  But  I  never  will  act  the  tyrant  for  their  amuse- 
al  religion  and  all  law.  This  we  certainly  ment.  If  they  will  mix  malice  in  their  sports, 
knew.  But  knowing  this,  is  there  any  reason,  I  shall  never  cmisent  to  throw  them  any  living, 
because  thieves  break  in  and  steal,  and  thus  sentient,  creature  whatsoever,  no,  not  so  much 
bring  detrim^it  to  you,  and  draw  ruin  on  them-  as  a  killing,  to  torment, 
■elves,  that  I  am  to  be  sorry  that  you  are  in  *'  But  if  I  profess  all  this  impolitic  stubborn- 
possession  of  shops,  and  of  ware-houses,  and  of  ness,  I  may  chance  never  to  be  elected  into 
vidwlesorae  laws  to  protect  them  ?  Are  you  to  Parliament."  It  is  certainly  not  pleasing  to 
baiki  no  houses,  because  desperate  mm  may  be  put  out  of  the  public  service.  But  X  wish 
pull  them  down  upon  their  own  heads  ?  Or,  to  be  a  member  of  Parliament,  to  have  my 
if  a  malignant  wretch  wUl  cut  his  own  throat  share  of  doing  good  and  resbting  evil.  It 
because  he  sees  you  give  alms  to  the  necessitous  would  therefore  be  absurd  to  renounce  my  ob- 
aad  deserving ;  shaU  his  destruction  be  attri-  jects,  in  order  to  obtain  my  seat.  I  deceive 
boted  to  your  charity,  and  not  to  his  own  de-  myself  indeed  most  grossly,  if  I  had  not  much 
piorable  madness?  If  we  repent  of  our  good  rather  pass  the  remainder  of  my  life  hidden  in 
actions,  what,  I  pray  you,  is  left  for  our  faults  the  recesses  of  the  deepest  obscurity,  feeding 
and  follies  ?  It  is  not  the  beneficence  of  die  my  mind  even  with  the  visions  and  imagina- 
laws,  it  is  the  unnatural  temper  which  bene-  tions  of  such  things,  than  to  be  placed  on  the 
ficence  can  firet  and  sour,  that  is  to  be  lamented,  most  splendid  throne  of  the  universe,  tantalized 
It  is  this  temper  which,  by  all  rational  means,  with  a  denial  of  the  practice  of  all  which  can 
ought  to  be  sweetened  and  corrected.  If  fro-  make  the  greatest  situation  any  other  than  the 
ward  men  should  refuse  this  cure,  can  they  greatest  curse.  Gentlemen,  I  have  had  my 
vitiate  any  thing  but  Aemselves  ?  Does  evil  so  day.  I  can  never  sufficiently  express  my 
re-act  upon  good,  as  not  only  to  retard  its  mo-  gratitude  to  you  for  having  set  me  in  a  place, 
tion,  but  to  diange  its  nature  ?  If  it  can  so  wherein  I  could  lend  the  slightest  help  to  great 
cerate,  then  good  men  will  always  be  in  the  and  laudable  designs.  If  I  have  had  my  share, 
power  of  the  bad ;  and  virtue,  by  a«dreadful  in  any  measure  giving  quiet  to  private  pro- 
reverse  of  order,  must  lie  under  perpetual  sub-  perty,  and  private  conscience ;  if  by  my  vote  I 
jection  and  bondage  to  vice.  have  aided  in  securing  to  families  the  best 
As  to  the  opinion  of  the  people,  which  some  possession,  peace ;  if  I  have  joined  in  recon- 
think,  in  such  cases,  is  to  be  implicitly  obeyed ;  ciling  kings  to  their  subjects,  and  subjects  to 
near  two  years'  tranquillity,  which  followed  their  prince  ;  if  I  have  assisted  to  loosen  the 
the  act,  and  its-  instant  imitation  in  Ireland,  fi>reign  holdings  of  the  citizens,  and  taught  him 
proved  abundantly,  that  the  late  horrible  spirit  to  look  for  his  protection  to  the  laws  of  his 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  the  effect  of  insidious  country,  and  for  his  comfort  to  the  good  will  of 
art,  and  perverse  industry,  and  gross  misrepre-  his  countrymen ; — if  I  have  thus  taken  my 
sentation.  But  suppose  that  the  dislike  had  part  with  the  best  of  men  in  the  best  of  their 
been  much  more  deliberate,  and  much  more  actions,  I  can  shut  the  book ; — I  might  wish  to 
general  than  I  am  persuaded  it  was — When  read  a  page  or  two  more — but  this  is  enough 
we  know,  that  the  opinions  of  even  the  greatest  for  ray  measure.  I  have  not  lived  in  vain, 
multitudes,  are  the  standard  of  rectitude,  I  And  now,  Gentlemen,  on  this  serious  day, 
shall  think  myself  obliged  to  make  those  when  I  come,  as  it  were,  to  make  up  my  ac- 
c^inions  the  masters  of  my  conscience.  But  count  with  you,  let  me  take  to  myself  some 
if  it  may  be  doubted  whether  Omnipotence  it-  degree  of  honest  pride  on  the  nature  of  the 
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diarges  that  are  against  me.    I  do  not  here  Resolved,  That  diis  reeoliition  be  copied 

■tand  before  yoo  accused  of  venality,  or  of  neg^  oat,  and  signed  by  the  chairmao,  and  be  hy 

lect  of  duty.    It  is  not  said,  that,  in  the  long  hiro  presented  to  Mr.  Burke,  as  the  fullest 

period  of  my  service,  I  have,  in  a  single  in-  expression  of  the  respectful  and  gratefiil  sense 

stance,  sacrificed  the  slightest  of  your  interests  we  entertain  of  his  merits  and  services,  public 

to  my  ambition,  or  to  my  fortune.    It  is  not  and  private,to  the  citizens  d*  Bristol,  as  a  man 

alleged,  that  to  gratify  any  anger,  or  revenge  of  and  a  representative, 

my  own,  or  of  my  party,  I  have  had  a  share  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 

in  wronging  or  oppressing  any  description  of  be  given  to  the  right  worshipful  the  Mayor, 

men,  or  any  one  man  in  any  description.    No!  who  so  ably  and  worthily  presided  in  this 

the  chaises  against  me,  are  all  of  one  kind,  that  meeting. 

I  have  pushed  the  principles  of  general  justice  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  earnest  request  of 
and  benevolence  too  far ;  further  than  a  cauti-  this  meeting  to  Mr.  Burke,  that  he  should 
ous  policy  would  warrant;  and  further  than  the  again  offer  himself  a  candidate  to  represent 
opinions  of  many  would  go  akmg  with  me. —  this  city  in  parliament ;  assuring  him  of  that 
In  every  accident  which  may  happen  through  full  and  strenuous  support  which  is  due  to  the 
life,  in  pain,  in  sorrow,  in  depression,  and  merits  of  so  excellent  a  representative, 
distress — I  will  call  to  mind  this  accusation ;  This  business  being  over,  Mr.  Buike  went 
and  be  camCxied.  to  the  Exchange,  and  offered  himself  as  a  can- 
Gentlemen,  I  submit  the  whole  to  your  judg^  didate  in  the  usual  manner.  He  was  accooH 
ment.  Mr.  Mayor,  I  thank  you  for  the  trou-  panied  to  the  Council«house,  and  from  thence 
ble  you  have  taken  on  this  occasion.  In  your  to  the  Elxchange,  by  a  large  body  of  most 
state  of  health,  it  is  particularly  obliging.  If  respectable  gentlemen,  among  whom  were 
this  company  should  think  it  adviseable  for  me  the  following  members  c^the  corporation,  viz. 
to  withdraw,  I  shall  respectfully  retire ;  if  you  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Alderman  Smith,  Mr.  Al- 
think  otherwise,  I  shall  go  directly  to  the  derman  Deane,  Mr.  Alderman  Gordon,  Wil- 
CounciUhouse  and  to  the  Change,  and  without  Ham  Weare,  Samuel  Munckley,  John  Merlot, 
a  mementos  delay,  begin  my  canvass.  John  Crofts,  Levy  Ames,  John  Fisher  Weare, 

Benjamin  Loecombe,  Philip  Protheroe,  Sa- 

— ^^  muel  Span,  Joseph  Smi^,  Richard  Bright, 

and  John  Noble,  Esquires. 
Bbistol,  September  6, 1780. 

At  a  great  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  .. 

friends  of  EDMUND  BURKE,  Esq.  held  at 

the  Guildhall  this  day ; 

^  MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH,  AT  BRTS- 

The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor  in  the  TOL,  ON  DECLINING  THE  POLL. 

Chair-  1780- 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Burke,  as  a  represen-  Bristol,  Saturday,  9th  Sept.  1780. 

tative  for  this  city,  has  done  all  possible  ho*  This  morning  the  sheriff  and  candidates  as- 

nour  to  himself  as  a  senator  and  a  man,  and  that  sembled  as  usual,  at  the  Council-house,  and 

we  do  heartily  and  honesUy  approve  of  his  con-  from  thence  proceeded  to  Guildhall.    PrO" 

duct,  as  the  result  of  an  enlightened  loyalty  to  clamation  being  made  iot  the  electors  to 

his  sovereign ;  a  warm  and  zealous  love  to  his  appear  and  give  their  votes,  Mr.  BURKE 

country,  throu^  its  widely-extended  empire ;  stood  forward  on  the  hustings,  surrounded 

a  jealous  and  watchful*care  of  the  liberties  of  by  a  great  number  of  the  corporation  and 

his  fellow-subjects ;  an   enlarged  and  liberal  other  principal  citizens,  and  addressed  him- 

understanding  of  our  commercial  interest;  a  self  to  the  whole  assembly  as  follows: 

humane  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  even  GEirrLEMEN, 

the  lowest  ranks  of  the  community ;  and  a  truly  I  decline  the  Election. — ^It  has  ever  been 

wise,  politic,  and  tolerant  spirit,  in  supporting  my  rule  through  life,  to  observe  a  proportion 

the  national  church,  with  a  reasonable  indul-  between  my  efforts  and  my  objects.    I  have 

gence  to  all  who  dissent  from  it ;  and  we  wish  never  been  remarkable  for  a  bold,  active,  and 

to  express  the  most  marked  abhorrence  of  the  sanguine  pursuit  of  advantages  that  are  per^ 

base  arts  which  have  been  employed,  without  sonal  to  myself. 

regard  to  truth  and  reason,  to  misrepresent  his  I  have  not  canvassed  the  whole  of  this  city 

eminent  services  to  his  country.  in  form.    But  I  have  taken  such  a  viow  of  it 
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u  satisfies  my  own  mind)  that  your  choice  wasted  by  my  use.  I  have  served  the  public  for 
will  not  ultimately  fall  upon  me.  Your  city,  fifteen  years.  I  have  served  you  in  particular 
gentlemen,  is  in  a  state  of  miserable  distrac-  for  six.  Y^at  is  passed  is  well  stored.  It  is 
tion :  and  I  am  resolved  to  withdraw  whatever  safe,  and  out  of  the  power  of  fortune.  What 
share  my  pretensions  may  have  had  in  its  is  to  come,  is  in  wiser  hands  than  ours ;  and 
unhappy  divisions.  I  have  not  been  in  haste ;  he,  in  whose  hands  it  is,  best  knows  whether 
J  have  tried  all  prudent  means ;  I  have  waited  it  is  best  for  you  and  me  that  I  should  be  in 
for  the  effect  of  all  contingencies.  If  I  were  parliament,  or  even  in  the  world. 
fond  of  a  contest,  by  the  partiality  of  my  Gentlemen,  the  melancholy  event  of  ywter- 
numerous  friends  (whom  you  know  to  be  day  reads  to  us  an  awful  lesson  against  being 
among  the  most  weighty  and  respectable  peo-  too  much  troubled  about  any  of  the  objects  of 
pie  of  the  city)  I  have  the  means  of  a  sharp  ordinary  ambition.  The  worthy  gentleman,'*' 
one  in  my  hands.  But  I  thought  it  far  better  who  has  been  snatched  from  us  at  the  moment 
with  my  strength  unspent,  and  my  reputation  of  the  election,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  con- 
unimpaired,  to  do,  early  and  from  foresight,  test,  whilst  his  desires  were  as  warm,  and  his 
that  which  I  might  be'  obliged  to  do  firom  hopes  as  eager  as  ours,  has  feelingly  told  us, 
necessity  at  last.  what  shadows  we  are,  and  what  shadows  we 

I  am  not  in  the  least  surprised,  nor  in  the  pursue, 

least  angry  at  this  view  of  things.    I  have  read  It  has  been  usual  for   a  candidate  who 

the  book  of  life  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have  declines,  to  take  his  leave  by  a  letter  to  the 

read  other  books  a  little.     Nothing  has  hap-  sheriffs ;  but  I  received  your  trust  in  the  face 

pened  to  me,  but  what  has  happened  to  men  of  day ;  and  in  the  face  of  day  I  accept  your 

much  better  than  me,  and  in  times  and  in  dismission.    I    am   not, — I   am  not   at    aU 

nations  full  as  good  as  the  age  and  country  ashamed  to  look  upon  you ;  nor  can  my  pre- 

that  we  live  in.    To  say  that  I  am  no  way  sence  discompose  the  order  of  business  here, 

concerned,  would  be  neither  decent  nor  true.  I  humbly  and  respectfully  take  my  leave  of  the 

TherepresentationofJSns&rf  was  an  object  on  sheriffs,  the    candidates,  and    the   electors; 

many  accounts  dear  to  me ;    and  I  certainly  wishing  heartily  that  the  choice  may  be  for 

should  very  far  prefer  it  to  any  other  in  the  the  best,  at  a  time  which  calls,  if  ever  time 

kingdom.     My  habits  are  made  to  it ;  and  it  did  call,  for  service  that  is  not  nominal.    It  is 

is  in  general  more  unpleasant  to  be  rejected  no  plaything  you  are  about.    I  tremble  when  I 

after  long  trial,  than  not  to  be  chosen  at  all.  consider  the  trust  I  have  presumed  to  ask.     I 

But,  gentlembtt,  I  will  see  nothing  except  confided  perhans  too  much  in  my  intentions, 

your  former  kindness,  and  I  will  give  way  to  They  were  really  fair  and  upright ;  and  I  am 

no  other  sentiments  than  those  of  gratitude,  bold  to  say,  that  I  ask  no  ill  thing  for  you, 

FrcHn  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  for  when  on  parting  from  this  place  I  pray  that 

what  you  have  done  for  me.    You  have  given  whomever  you  choose  to  succeed  me,  he  may 

me  a  long  term,  which  is  now  expired.    I  resemble  me  exactly  in  all  things,  except  in 

have  performed  the  conditions,  and  enjoyed  my   abilities  to  serve,   and  my  fortune    to 

all  the  profits  to  the  full ;  and  I  now  surren-  please  you. 
der  your  estate  into  your  hands  without  being 

in  a  single  tile  or  a  single  aUme  impaired  or  4>  Mr.  Coombe. 


MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH, 

ON  THE  FIRST  OF  DECEMBER,  1783,  UPON  THE  aUESTION  POU 
THE  SPEAKER'S  LEAVING  THE  CHAIR,  IN  ORDER  FOR  THE 
HOUSE  TO  RESOLVE  ITSELF  INTO  A  COMMITTEE  ON  MR.  FOX'S 
EAST  INDIA  BILL. 


Mr.  Speaker,  franchise ;  by  others  it  is  regarded  as  die  petf 

I  THAifK  you  for  pointing  to  me.    I  really  intrigue  of  a  &ction  at  court,  and  trffaei 

wished  much  to  engage  your  attention  in  an  merely  as  it  tends  to  set  this  man  a  litde 

early  stage  of  the  debate.    I  have  been  lung  higher,  or  that  a  little  kmer  in  situation  ad 

ycry   deeply,   though   periiaps    ineffectually,  power.     All  the  void  has  been  filled  up  widk 

engaged  in  the  prcuninary  enquiries,  which  invectives  against  coalition  ;  with  atlation  to 

have  continued  without  intermission  for  some  the  loss  of  America     with  the  activity  aad 

years.    Though  I  have  felt,  with  some  degree  inactivity  of  ministers.     The  total  silemje  of 

of  sensibility,  the  natural  and  inevitable  im-  these  gentlemen  crmceming  the    interest  mi 

pressions  of  the  several  matters  of  fact,  as  they  well-being  of  the  people  d[  India,  asod  coa- 

have  been  successively  disclosed,  I  have  not  at  ceming  the  interest  v^hich  this  nation  has  ia 

any  time  attempted  to  trouble  you  on  the  the  commerce  and  revenoes  of  that  eonBtiy,  i» 

merits  of  the  subject ;  and  very  little  on  any  a  strong  indication  of  the  vahie  vthicfa  they  set 

of  the  points  which  incidentally  arose  in  the  upon  these  objects. 

course  of  our  proceedings.    But  I  should  be  It  has  been  a  little  painful  to  me  t»  ofeeerve 

sorry  to  be  found  totally  silent  upon  this  day.  the  intrusion  into  this  importttnt  debate  c^sodi 

Our  inquiries  are   now  come   to  their  final  company  as  quo  toarranto,  and  nmndctnnu,  and 

issue: — It  is  now  to  be  determined  whether  cerftorari;  as  if  we  were  on  a  trial  about  mayors 

the  three  years  of  laborious  parliamentary  and  aldermen,  and  capital  burgesses ;  or  m- 

research,  whether  the  twenty  years  of  patient  gaged  in    a  suit  concerning   the  boroogh  of 

Indian  suffering,  are  to  produce  a  substantial  Penrjm,  or  Saltash,  or  St.  Ives,  or  St.  Mawes. 

reform    in   our   eastern    administration  ;    or  Gentlemen  have  argued  with  as  much  heat 

whether  our  knowledge  of  the  grievances  has  and  passion,  as  if  the  first  things  in  die  world 

abated  our  zeal  for  the  correction  of  them,  and  were  at  stake ;  and  their  topics  are  stidi,  as 

our  very  inquiry  into  the  evil  was  only  a  pre-  belongonly  to  matter  of  the  lowest  and  meanest 

text  to  elude  the  remedy  which  is  demanded  litigation.    It  is  not  right,  it  is  not  y^otiby  of 

from  us  by  humanity,  by  justice,  and  by  every  us  in  this  manner  to  depreciate  the  value,  tc 

principle  of  true  policy.    Depend  upon  it,  this  degrade  the  majesty,  of  diis  grave  deliberation 

business  cannot  be  indifferent  to  our  fame.     It  of  policy  and  empire. 

will  turn  out  a  matter  of  great  disgrace  or  For  my  part,  I  have  thought  myself  bound, 

great  glory  to  the  whole  British  nation.    We  when  a  matter  of  this  extraordinary  weight 

are  on  a  conspicuous  stage,  and  the  world  came  before  me,  not  to  consider,  (as  some 

marks  our  demeanour.  gentlemen  are  so  fond  of  doing,)  whether  the 

I  am  therefore  a  little  concerned  to  perceive  bill  originated  from  a  secretary  of  state  for  the 

the  spirit  and  temper  in  which  the  debate  has  home  department,  or  from  a  secretary  for  the 

been  all  along  pursued  upon  one  side  of  the  foreign ;  fi^m  a  minister  of  influence  or  a 

house.    The  declamation  of  the   gentlemen  minister  of  the  people ;   from  Jacob  or  from 

who  oppose  the  bill  has  been  abundant  and  Esau.'^     I  asked  myself,  and  I  asked  myself 

vehement ;  but  they  have  been  reserved  and  nothing  else,  what  part  it  was  fit  for  a  member 

even  silent  about  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  the  of  parliament,  who  has  supplied  a  mediocrity 

plan  to  attain  the  direct  object  it  has  in  view,  of  talents  by  the  extreme  of  diligence,  and 

By  some  gentlemen  it  is  taken  up  (by  way  of  who  has  thought  himself  obliged,  by  the  r^ 
exercise  I  presume)  as  a  point  of  law  on  a 

question  of  private  property,  and  corporate  «  xn  allusion  made  bv  Mr.  Fowis. 


SPEECH  ON  MR.  FOX*S  EAST  INDIA  BILL.  831 

«eareh  of  years,  to  wind  himself  into  the  efiectoal  to  prasenre  India  from  oppi'ession,  is 

inmost  recesses  and  labyrinths  of  the  Indian  a  guard  to  preserve  the  British  constitution 

detail,  what  part,  I  say,  it  became  such  a  from  its  worst  corruption.    To  shew  this,  E 

member  of  parliament  to  take,  when  a  mi-  wifl  omsider  Ifae  ofajecd<Mi0,  which  I  thmk  are 

nister  of  state,  in  conformi^  to  a  recomroenh  four. 

datioB  fit>m  the  throne,  has  brought  before  us  a  Ist.  That  the  biO  is  an  attandB  on  the  char* 

System  for  the  better  government  of  the  terri-  tered  rights  of  moti. 

tory  and  commerce  of  the  east.    In  this  light,  Sdly.  That  it  increases  the  iniiieiioer  ef  the 

and  in  this  only,  I  will  trouble  yoa  with  my  crown. 

sentiments.  8(fiy.  That  it  does  mt  increase,  hot  dimi* 

It  is  not  only  agreed  but  demanded,  by  the  ni^es,  the  influenee  of  the  erown^  ia 

right  honourable  gendeman,'^  and  by  those  order  to  promote  the  interests  of  certain 

who  act  with  him,  that  a  tohoU  system  ought  ministers  and  their  party, 

to  be  produced ;  tluLt  it  ought  not  to  be  an  half  4thly.  That  it  deeply  ^octs  the  national 

measure;  that  it  ought  to  be  nopoQuiffve;  but  credit 

a  legislative  provision,  vigorous,  substantial,  As  to  the  first  of  these  objections;  T  must 

and   effective. — ^I  believe  that  no  man  who  <^bservethat  the  phrase  of  "the  chartered  rights 

understands  the  subject  can  doobt  for  a  mo-  of  merij^  is  full  of  affectation ;  and  very  ano' 

ment,  that  those  must  be  the  conditions  of  sual  in  the  discussion  of  privileges  conferred 

any  ^ing  deserving  the  name  of  a  reform  in  by  charters  of  the  present  description.    Bat  it 

the  Indian  government ;  that  any  thing  short  is  not  difficult  to  discover  what  end  that  am- 

of  them  would  not  only  be  delusive,  but,  in  this  bignous  mode  df  expression,  so  often  reite' 

matter  which  admits  no  medium,  noxious  in  rated,  is  meant  to  answer, 

the  extreme.  The  rights  of  men,  that  is  to  say,  the  natoral 

To  all  the  conditions  proposed  by  his  ad-  rights  of  mankind,  are  indeed  sacred  things ; 

versaries,    the   mover  of  the    bill    perfectly  and  if  any  public  measure  is  proved  mtschie- 

agrees ;  and  on  his  performance  of  them  he  vously  to  affect  them,  the  objection  ought  to  be 

rests  his  cause.    On  the  other  hand,  not  the  fatal  to  that  measure,  even  if  no  charter  at  all 

least  objection  has  been  taken,  with  regard  to  could  be  set  up  against  it.    If  these  natural 

the  efficiency,  the  vigour,  or  the  completeness  rights  are  further  affirmed  and  declared  by  ex* 

of  the  scheme.    I  am  therefore  warranted  to  press  covenants,  if  they  are  clearly  defined  and 

assume,  as  a  thing  admitted,  that  the  bills  secured  against  chichane,  against  power,  and 

accomplish  what  both  sides  of  the  house  de-  authority,  by  written  instruments  wnA  positive 

mand  as  essential.    The  end  is  completely  engagements,  they  are  in  a  still  better  condi- 

answered,  so  far  as  the  direct  and  immediate  tion :  they  partake  not  only  of  the  sanctity  of 

object  is  concerned.  the  object  so  secured,  but  of  that  solemn  public 

But  though  there  are  no  direct,  yet  there  faith  itself,  which  secures  an  ofcject  of  such 

are  various  collateral  objections  made  ;  ob-  importance.    Indeed  this  formal  recognition, 

jections  from  the  effects  which  this  plan  of  by  the  sovereign  power,  of  an  original  right  in 

reform  for  Indian  administration  may  have  on  the  subject,  can  never  be  subverted,  but  by 

the  privileges  of  great  public  bodies  in  Eng-  rooting  up  the  holding  radical  principles  of 

land ;  from  its  probable  influence  on  the  con-  government,  and  even  of  society  itself    The 

stitatiooal   rights,  or   on  the   fireedom   and  charters,  which  we  call  by  distinction  gnal^ 

integrity  of  the  several  branches  of  the  legis-  are  public  instruments  of  this  nature ;  I  mean 

lature.  the  charters  of  king  John  and  king  Henry 

Before  I  answer  these  objections,  I  must  the  third.    The  things  secured  by  these  in- 

beg  leave  to  observe,  that  if  we  are  not  able  stroments  may,  without  any  deceitful  ambi- 

to  contrive  some  method  of  goverhhig  India  guity,  be  very  fitly  called  the  (^wcrkred  righia 

wefi,  which  will  not  of  necessiU^  become  the  of  men, 

means  of    goveniing    Great   Britain    t/2,  a  These  charters  have  Made  the  very  name 

ground  is  laid   for  their  eternal  separation;  of  &  charter  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  English* 

but  none  for  sacrificing  the  people  of  that  man. — ^But,  Sir,  there  may  be,  and  there  are 

country  to  our  constitution.    I  am  however  far  charters,    fiot  only  different  in  nature,  but 

from  being  persuaded  that  any  such  incom-  formed  on  principles  the  opry  reoene  of  those 

patibility  of  interest  does  at  all  exist.    On  of  the  great  charter.    Of  this  kind  is  the  <Jhap- 

<he  oontraiy  I  am  certain  that  every  means,  ter  of  the  East  India  company.  Magna  efiarta 

is  a  charter  to  restrain  power,  and  to  destroy 

*  Mr.  Pitt.  monopoly.    The  East  India  charter  is  a  char- 
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ter  to  establish  monopoly,  and  to  create  power,  choose  to  call  them,  are  all  in  the  stricteit 

Political  power  and  commercial  monopoly  are  sense  &  trust;  and  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of 

not  the  ri};hts  of  men  ;  and  the  rights  of  them  every  trust  to  be  rendered  accountable ;   and 

derived    from   charters,   it    is  fallacious    and  even   totally  to  cease,    when  it  substantially 

sophistical  to  call  ''the  chartered  rights  of  Taries  from  the  purposes  for  which  alone  it 

men."     These  chartered  rights,  (to  speak  of  could  have  a  lawful  existence, 
such  charters  and  of  their  effects  in  terms  of         This  I  conceive,  Sir,  to  be  true  of  trosts 

the  greatest  possible  moderation,)  do  at  least  of  power  vested  in  the  highest  hands,  and  of 

suspend  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  at  large;  such  as  seem  to  hold  of  no  human  creature, 

and  in  their  very  frame  and  constitution  are  But  about  the  application  of  this  principle  to 

liable  to  fall  into  a  direct  violation  of  them.  subordinate  derivative  trusts,  I  do  not  see  how 

It  is  a  charter  of  this  latter  description  (that  a  controversy  can  be  maintained.  To  whom 
is  to  say  a  charter  of  power  and  monopoly)  then  would  I  make  the  East  India  company 
which  is  affected  by  the  bill  before  you.  The  accountable  ?  Why,  to  parliament,  to  be  sure; 
bill,  Sir,  does,  without  question,  affect  it;  it  to  parliament,  from  whom  their  trust  was  de- 
does  affect  it  essentially  and  substantially,  rived ;  to  parliament,  which  alone  is  capaUe 
But  having  stated  to  you  of  what  description  of  comprehending  the  magnitude  of  its  objed, 
the  chartered  rights  are  which  this  bill  touches,  and  its  abuse ;  and  alone  capable  of  an  effectual 
I  feel  no  difficulty  at  all  in  acknowledging  the  legislative  remedy.  The  very  charter^  which 
existence  of  those  chartered  rights,  in  their  is  held  out  to  exclude  parliament  from  correc* 
fullest  extent.  They  belong  to  the  company  in  ting  malversation  with  regard  to  the  high  trust 
the  surest  manner;  and  they  are  secured  to  vested  in  the  company,  is  the  very  thing 
that  body  by  every  sort  of  public  sanction,  which  at  once  gives  a  title  and  imposes  a  du^ 
They  are  stamped  by  the  faith  of  the  king ;  on  us  to  interfere  with  effect,  wherever  power 
they  are  stamped  by  the  faith  of  parliament ;  and  authority  originating  from  ourselves  are 
they  have  been  bought  for  money,  for  money  perverted  from  their  purposes,  and  become 
honestly  and  fairly  paid  ;  they  have  been  bought  instruments  of  wrong  and  violence, 
for  valuable  consideration,  over  and  over  again.         If  parliament,  Sir,  had  nothing  to  do  with 

I  therefore  freely  admit  to  the  East  India  this  charter,  we  might  have  some  sort  of  Epi* 
company  their  claim  to  exclude  their  fellow-  curean  excuse  to  stand  aloof,  indifferent  ^tec- 
subjects  from  the  commerce  of  half  the  globe,  tators  of  what  passes  in  the  company's  name  in 
I  admit  their  claim  to  administer  an  annual  India  and  in  London.  But  if  we  are  the  very 
territorial  revenue  of  seven  millions  sterling ;  cause  of  the  evil,  we  are  in  a  special  manner 
to  command  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men ;  engaged  to  the  redress ;  and  for  us  passively  to 
and  to  dispose  (under  the  controiil  of  a  sove-  bear  with  oppressions  committed  under  the 
reign  imperial  discretion,  and  with  the  due  sanction  of  our  own  authority,  is  in  truth  and 
observance  of  the  natural  and  local  law)  of  the  reason  for  this  bouse  to  be  an  active  acoooH 
lives  and  fortunes  of  thirty  millions  of  their  fel-  plice  in  the  abuse. 

low-creatures.    All  this  they  possess  by  char-         That  the  power  notoriously,  grossly  abused 

ter  and  by  acts  of  parliament,  (in  my  opinion,)  has  been  bought  from  us  is  very  certain.    But 

without  a  shadow  of  controversy.  this  circumstance,  which  is  urged  against  the 

Those  who  carry  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  bill,  becomes  an  additional  motive  for  our  in- 
company  the  furthest  do  not  ccmtend  for  more  terfcrence  ;  lest  we  should  be  thought  to  hare 
than  this ;  and  all  this  I  fireely  grant.  But  sold  the  blood  of  millions  of  men,  for  the  base 
granting  all  this,  they  must  grant  to  me  in  my  consideration  of  money.  We  sold,  1  admit, 
turn,  that  all  political  power  which  is  set  over  all  that  we  had  to  sell ;  that  is,  our  authori^* 
men,  and  that  all  privilege  claimed  or  exer-  not  our  controul.  We  had  not  a  ri^t  to  make 
cised  in  exclusion  of  them,  being  wholly  arti-  a  market  of  our  duties, 
ficial,  and  for  so  much  a  derogation  from  the  I  ground  myself  therefore  on  this  principle- 
natural  equality  of  mankind  at  large,  ought  to  that  if  the  abuse  is  proved,  the  contract  ii 
be  some  way  or  other  exercised  ultimately  for  broken;  and  we  re-enter  into  all  our  right*; 
their  benefit.  that  is,  into  the  exercise  of  all  our  duties: 

If  this  is  true  with  regard  to  every  species  Our  own  authority  is  indeed  as  much  a  trmt 

of  political  dominion,  and  every  description  of  originally,  as  the  company's  authority  is  a  tnat 

commercial  privilege,  none  of  which  can  be  derivatively;  and  it  is  the  use  we  make  of  the 

original  sel^erived  rights,  or  grants  fw  the  resumed  power  that  must  justify  or  condemn 

mere  private  benefit  of  the  holders,  then  such  us  in  the  resumption  of  it.     When  we  have 

rights,   or  privileges,  or  whatever  else  you  perfected  the  plan  laid  before  us  bv  the  ri^< 
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honourable  mover,  the  world  will  then  see  what  abuse  should  be  great  and  important,  td.  The 

it  is  we  destroy,  and  what  it  is  we  create,  abuse  affecting  this  great  object  ought  to  be  a 

By  that  test  we  stand  or  fall;  and  by  that  test  great  abuse.    3d.  It  ought  to  be  habitual,  and 

I  trust  that  it  will  be  found  in  the  issue,  that  not  accidental.    4th.  It  ought  to  be  utterly  in- 

we  are  going  to  supersede  a  charter  abused  to  curable  in  the  body  as  it  now  stands  consti- 

the  full  extent  of  all  the  powers  which  it  could  tuted.     All  this  ought  to  De  made  as  visible  to 

abuse,  and  exercised  in  the  plenitude  of  des-  me  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  before  I  should 

poCism,  tyranny  and  corruption ;  and  that  in  strike  off  an  atonfi  of  their  charter.    A  right 

one  and  the  same  plan,  we   provide  a  real  honourable  gentleman  '*'  has  said,  and  said  I 

duirtered  security  for  the  rights  ofTnen  cruelly  think  but  once,  and  that  very  slightly  (whatever 

Tiolated  under  that  charter.  his  original  demand  for  a  plan  might  seem  to 

This  bill,  and  those  connected  with  it,  are  require)  that  "  there  are  abuses  in  the  compa- 

iotended  to  form  the  magna  charta  of  Hindos-  ny's  government."    If  that  were  all,  the  scheme 

tan.     Whatever  the  treaty  of  Westphalia  is  to  of  the  mover  of  this  bill,   the  scheme  of  his 

die  liberty  of  the  princes  and  free  cities  of  the  learned  friend,  and  his  own  scheme  of  reforroa- 

etnpire,  and  to  the  three  religions  there  pro-  tion  (if  he  has  any)  are  all  equally  needless. 

fessed — ^Whatever  the  great  charter,  the  sta-  There  are,  and  must  be*,  abuses  in  all  govem- 

tute  of  tallage,  the  petition  of  right,  and  the  ments.     It  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  nuga- 

declaration  of  right,  are  to  Great  Britain,  these  tory  proposition.    But  before  I  consider  of 

bills  are  to  the  people  of  India.  Of  this  benefit,  what  nature  these  abuses  are,  of  which  the 

I  am  certain,  their  condition  is  capable ;  and  gentleman  speaks  so  very  lightly,  permit  me 

when  I  know  that  they  are  capable  of  more,  my  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  map  of  the 

vote  shall  most  assuredly  be  for  our  giving  to  country  which   this    abused   chartered  right 

full  extent  of  their  capacity  of  receiving ;  and  affects.     This  I  shall  do,  that  you  may  judge 

ctuurter  of  dominion  shall  stand  as  a  bar  in  my  whether  in  that  map  I  can  discover  any  tiling 

way  to  their  charter  of  safety  and  protection.  like  the  first  of  my  conditions  ;  that  is,  Whe- 

The  strong  admission  I  have  made  of  the  ther  the  object  affected  by  the  abuse  of  the 

eoa^MUly's  rights  (I  am  conscious  of  it)  binds  East  India  company's  power  be  of  importance 

me  to  do  a  great  deal.    I  do  not  presume  to  sufficiently  to  justify  the  measure  and  means 

ooodemn  those  who  argue  a  priori,  against  the  of  reform  applied  to  it  in  this  bill. 

propriety  of  leaving  such  extensive  political  With  very  few,   and  those  inconsiderable 

powers  in  the  hands  ofa  company  of  merchants,  intervals,  the  British  dominion,  either  in  the 

I   know  much  is,  and  much  more  may  be,  company's  name,  or  in  the  names  of  princes 

•aid  against  such  a  system.    But,  with  my  absolutely  dependent  upon  the  company,  ex> 

particuiar  ideas  and  sentiments,  I  cannot  go  tends  from  the  mountains  that  separate  India 

duU  way  to  work.     I  feel  an  insuperable  re-  from  Tartary,  to  Cape  Comorin,  that  is,  one* 

hictance  in  giving  my  hand  to  destroy  any  esta-  and-twenty  degrees  of  latitude ! 

faUshed  institution  of  government,  upon  a  theory,  In  the  northern  parts  it  is  a  solid  mass  of 

however  plausible  it  may  be.    My  experience  land,  about  eight  hundred  miles  in  length,  and 

in  life  teaches  me  nothing  clear  upon  the  sub-  four  or  five  hundred  broad.    As  you  go  south- 

ject.     I  have  known  merchants  with  the  senti-  ward,  it  becomes  narrower  for  a  space.    It 

ments  and  the  abilities  of  great  statesmen  ;  afterwards  dilates ;  but  narrower  or  broader, 

and  I  have  seen  persons  in  the  rank  of  statesmen,  you  possess   the  whole   eastern  and  north- 

with  the  conceptions  and  characters  of  ped-  eastern  coast  of  that  vast  country,  quite  from 

lais.     Indeed,  my  observation  has  furnished  the  borders  of  Pegu.      Bengal,  Bahar,  and 

me  with  nothing  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  Orissa,  with  Benares,  (now  unfortunately  in 

habits  of  life  or  education,  which  tends  wholly  our  immediate  possession,)  measure  161,978 

to  disqualify  men  for  the  functions  of  govern-  square  English  miles  ;  a  territory  considerably 

meot,  but  that,  by  which  the  power  of  exer-  larger  than  the  whole  kingdom  of  France. 

ostng  those  functi<Mis  is  very  frequently  ob-  Oude,  with  its  dependent  provinces,  is  53,286 

tained,  I  mean  a  spirit  and  habits  oflovf  cabal  square  miles,  not  a  great  deal  less  than  Eng- 

aad  intrigue ;   which  I  have  never,  in  one  land.     The  Camatic,  with  Tanjour  and  the 

instance,  seen  united  with  a  capacity  ibr  sound  Circars,  is  65,948  square  miles,  very  conside- 

aad  manly  policy.  rably  larger  than  England ;  and  the  whole  of  the 

To  justify  us  in  taking  the  administration  of  company's  dominions,  comprehending  Bombay 

tbeir  affiurs  out  of  the  hands  of  the  East  India  and  Salsette,  amounts  to  281,412  square  miles ; 

company,  on  my  principles,  I  must  see  several 

coQditions.    1st.  The  object  affected  by  the  *  Mr.  Piu. 
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which  forms  a  territory  larger  than  any  Euro-  nabob  of  Oude  mi|^t  stand  &r  the  king  d 
pean  dominion,  Russia  and  Turkey  excepted.  Prussia ;  the  nabob  of  Arcot  I  wouki  compare 
Through  all  that  nut  extent  of  country  there  is  as  superior  in  territory,  and  equal  in  reTouN, 
Dot  a  man  who  eats  a  mouthful  of  rice  but  by  to  the  elector  of  Saxony.  Cheyt  Sing,  tiie 
permission  of  the  East  India  company.  rajah  of  Benares,  might  well  rank  wi^  the 
So  far  with  regard  to  the  extent  The  popu-  prince  of  Hesse,  at  least ;  and  the  rajsh  rf 
lation  of  this  great  empire  is  not  easy  to  be  Tanjore  (though  hardly  equal  in  extent  of  d»- 
caknilated.  When  the  countries,  of  which  it  minion,  superiour  in  revenue)  to  the  elector  of 
is  composed,  came  into  our  possession,  they  Bavaria.  The  Pdygars  and  the  northern  Zo- 
were  all  eminently  peopled,  and  eminently  mindars,  and  other  great  chiefe,  might  ml 
productive ;  though  at  that  time  considerably  class  with  the  rest  of  the  princes,  dukes^  ooant^ 
declined  from  their  ancient  prosperity.  But  marquisses,  andbidiops  in  the  empire;  tOrf 
since  they  are  come  into  our  hands !  — — ^ !  whom  I  mention  to  honour,  and  surely  wittuil 
However,  if  we  make  the  period  of  our  esti-  disparagement  to  any  or  all  of  those  most  re- 
mate  immediately  before  the  utter  desolation  spectable  princes  and  grandees, 
of  the  Camatic,  and  if  we  allow  for  the  havoc  All  this  vast  mass,  composed  of  so  waBj 
which  our  government  had  even  then  made  in  orders  and  classes  of  men,  is  again  infinite^ 
these  regions,  we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  rate  diversified  by  manners,  by  religion,  by  ber^ 
the  population  at  much  less  than  thirty  mil-  ditary  employment,  through  all  their  posiibb 
lions  of  souls  ;  more  than  four  times  the  num-  combinations.  This  renders  the  handling  d 
ber  of  persons  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  India  a  matter  in  a  high  degree  critical  asd 

My  next  inquiry  to  that  of  the  number,  is  delicate.    But  oh !  it  has  been  handled  nMj 

the  quality  and  description  of  the  inhabitants,  indeed.    Even  some  of  the  reformers  seemtB 

This  multitude  of  men  does  not  consist  of  an  have  forgot  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do  bnl 

abject  and  barbarous  populace ;  much  less  of  to  regulate  the  tenants  of  a  manor,  or  the  diop* 

gangs  of  savages,  like  the  Gruaranies  and  Chi-  keepers  of  the  next  county  town, 

quitos,  who  wander  on  the  waste  borders  of  It  is  an  empire  oi  this  extent,  of  this  coO" 

the  river  of  Amazons,  or  the  Plate;  but  a  plicated  nature,  of  this  dignity  and  imp(Mluoi^ 

people  for  ages  civilized  and  cultivated ;  cuiti-  that  I  have  compcured  to  Germany,  and  tfie 

vated  by  all  the  arts  (^polished  life,  whilst  we  German  government;  not  fcH'  an  exad  resefr 

were  yet  in  the  woods.    There,  have  been  Uance,  but  as  asortof  amiddleterm,  bywhkA 

(and  still  the  skeletcms  remain)  princes  once  of  India  might  be  approximated  to  our  imdff' 

great  dignity,  authority,  and  opulence.   There,  standings,  and  if  possible  to  our  feelings  ;ii 

are  to  be  found  the  chie&  (^tribes  and  nations,  order  to  awaken  something  of  sympathy  for  die 

There,  is  to  be  found  an  ancient  and  vene-  unfortunate  natives,  of  which  I  am  a&aid  m 

rable  priesthood,  the  depository  of  their  laws,  are  not  perfecdy  susceptible,  vi^ilst  we  look 

learning,  and  history,  the  guides  of  the  people  at  this  very  remote  object  throii^  a  fake  wai 

whilst  living,  and  their  consolation  in  death ;  a  cloudy  medium. 

nobility  of  great  antiquity  and  renown ;  a  mul*  My  second  condition,  necessary  to  just^ 

titude  of  cities,  not  exceeded  in  population  me  in  touching  the  chsirter,  is,  Whether  flie 

and  trade  by  those  of  the  first  class  in  Europe ;  company's  abuse  of  their  trust,  with  regard  to 

merchants  and  bankers,  individual  houses  of  this  great  object,  be  an  abuse  of  great  atrocitf. 

whom  have  once  vied  in  capital  with  the  bank  I  shall  beg  your  permission  to  consider  thek 

of  England ;  whose  credit  had  oflen  supported  conduct  in  two  lights ;  first  the  political,  aid 

a  tottering  state,  and  preserved  their  govern-  then  the  conmiercial.    Their  political  ooodoct 

ments  in  the  midst  c^  war  and  desolation ;  rail-  (for  distinctness)  I  divide  again  into  two  beadi; 

lions  of  ingenious  manufacturers  and  mecha-  the  external,  in  which  I  mean  to  comprdieod 

nics ;  millions  q{  the  most  diligent,  and  not  the  their  conduct  in  their  federal  capacity,  as  ft 

least  intelligent,  tillers  of  the  earth.    Here  are  relates  to  powers  and  states  independent,  or  tint 

to  be  found  almost  all  the  religions  professed  not  long  since  were  such  ;  the  other  intend 

by  men,  the  Braminical,  the  Mussuhnan,  the  namely  their  conduct  to  the  countries  eiAer 

Eastern  and  the  Western  Christian.  immediately  subject  to  the  company,  or  to  tboie 

If  I  were  to  take  the  whole  aggregate  of  our  who,  under  the  apparent  government  of  natife 

possessions  there,  I  should  compare  if,  as  the  sovereigns,  are  in  a  state  much  lower,  and  mndi 

nearest  parallel  I  can  find,  with  the  empire  of  more  miserable,  than  common  subjectkm. 

Germany.  Our  immediate  possessions  I  should  The  attention.  Sir,  which  I  wish  to  preserve 

compare  with  the  Austrian  dominions,  and  to  method  will  not  be  considered  as  nnneceiwuy 

they  would  not  suffer  in  the  comparison.    The  or  affected.    Nothing  else   can  he^  me  to 
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•election  oat  of  the  infinite  mass  oi  materials  tered  into  existence,  or  when  you,  a  younger 

wiiicfa  have  passed  under  my  eye ;  or  can  keep  man,  were  bom,   that  on  this  day,  in  this 

taj  mind  steady  to  the  great  leading  points  I  house,  we  should  be  employed  in  disoussing 

kave  in  view.  iie  conduct  of  those  British  subjects  who  had 

With  regard  therefore  to  the  abuse  c€  the  disposed  of  the  power   and  person    of  the 

eoctemal  federal  trust,  I  engage  myself  to  you  Grand  Mogul?    This  is  no  idle  speculation. 

lo  make  good  these  three  positions : — ^First,  I  Awful  lessons  are  taught  by  it,  and  by  other 

my,  that  from  mount  Imaus,  (or  whatever  else  events,  of  which  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  profit. 

jon  cad  that  large  range  of  mountains  that  This  is  hardly  a  digression  ;  but  I  return  to 

walls  the  northern  fi-ontier  of  India,)  where  it  the  sale  of  the  Mogul.    Two  districts,  Oorah, 

laodies  us  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-nine,  to  and  Allahabad,  out  of  his  immense  grants, 

Ci|>e  Comorin,  in  the  latitude  of  eight,  that  were  reserved  as  a  royal  demesne  to  the  donor 

diere  is  not  a  angle  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  rightful  sovereign  o{  so 

great  or  small,  in  India,  with  whom  they  have  many  nations. — After  withholding  the  tribute 

eome  into  contact,  whom  they  have  not  sold,  of  £.260,000  a  year,  which  the  company  was, 

laaysoJd,  though  sometimes  they  have  not  been  by  the  charter  they  had   received  from  this 

■bfte  to  deliver  according  to  their  bargain. —  prince,   under  the  most  solemn  obligation  to 

Secondly,  I  say,  that  there  is  not  a  migle  treaty  pay,  these  districts  were  sold  to  his   chief 

tfMjr  have  ever  made,  which  they  have  not  minister  Sujah  ul  Dowlah ;  and,  what  may  ap- 

bndEen.  Thirdly,  I  say,  that  there  is  not  a  sin-  pear  to  some  the  worst  part  of  the  transaction, 

C  prince  or  state,  who  ever  put  any  trust  in  these  two  districts  were  sold  for  scarcely  two 

company,  who  is  not  utterly  ruined ;  and  years'  purchase.     The  descendant  of  Tamer- 

Aat  none  are  in  any  degree  secure  or  flourish-  lane  now  stands  in  need  almost  of  the  comnaoa 

ing,  but  in  the  exact  prop^tion  to  their  settled  necessaries  of  life ;  and  in  this  situati<Mi  we  do 

difltrost  and  irreconcilable  enmity  to  this  na-  not  even  allow  him,  as  bounty,  the  smallest 

lioa.  portion  of  what  we  owe  him  in  justice. 

These  assertions  are  universal.    I  say  in  The  next  sale  was  that  of  the  whde  nation 

Ate  fiiU  sense  universal.    They  regard  the  ex-  of  the  Rohillas,    which  the  grand  salesman, 

tamal  and  political  trust  only  ;  but  I  shall  pro-  without  a  pretence  of  quarrel,  and  contrary  to 

face  others  fully    equivalent  in  the  internal,  his  own  declared  sense  of  duty  and  rectitude, 

Fot  the  present,  I  shall  content  myself  with  sold  to  the  same  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.    He  sdd 

iplaining  my  meaning ;  and  if  I  am  called  on  the  people  to  utter  exHrpatwrtf  for  the  sum  oi 

Rr  proof   whilst  these  bills  are    depending  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.    Faithfijdly  was 

fwhich  I  believe  I  shall  not)  I  will  put  my  the  bargain  performed  on  our  side.     Hafiz 

infer  on  the  appendixes  to  the  reports,  or  on  Rharaet,  the  most  eminent  of  their  chiefs,  one 

payers  of  record  in  the  house,  or  the  commit-  of  the  bravest  men  of  his  time,  and  as  famous 

tMB,  which  I  have  distinctly  present  to  my  throughout  the  East  for  the  elegance  of  his 

■■uioiy,  and  which  I  think  I  can  lay  before  literature,  and  the  spirit  of  his  poetical  com- 

poa  at  half  an  hour's  warning.  positions  (by  which  he  supported  the  name  of 

The  first  potentate  sold  by  the  company  Hafiz)  as  for  his  courage,  was  invaded  with 
far  money,  was  the  Great  Mogul — the  descen-  an  army  of  an  hundred  thousand  nien,  and  an 
knt  of  Tamerlane.  This  high  personage,  English  brigade.  This  man,  at  the  head  of  in- 
■  high  as  human  veneration  can  look  at,  is  feriour  forces  was  slainvaliantly  fighting  Cmt  his 
Vf  every  account  amiable  in  his  manners,  re-  country.  His  head  was  cut  off,  and  delivered 
yectabte  for  his  piety  according  to  his  mode,  for  money  to  a  barbarian.  His  wife  and  chil- 
iad accomplished  in  all  the  Oriental  litera-  dren,  persons  of  that  rank,  were  seen  begging 
lure.  An  this,  and  the  title  derived  under  an  handful  of  rice  through  the  English  camp. 
kia  dmrUr,  to  all  that  we  hold  in  India,  could  The  whole  nation,  with  inconsiderable  excep- 
Mt  aave  him  fi'om  the  general  sa2e.  Money  tions,was  slaughtered  or  banished.  The  coun- 
ii  coined  in  his  name ;  in  his  name  justice  is  try  was  laid  waste  with  fire'and  sword  ;  and 
afaiinistered ;  he  is  prayed  for  in  every  tem-  that  land,  distinguii^ed  above  most  others  by 
lb  throu^  the  countries  we  possess — But  he  the  cheerful  face  of  paternal  government  and 
nai  told.  protected  labour,  the  chosen  seat  of  cultivation 

It  is  inqx^^iblO}  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  pause  and  plenty,  is  now  almost  throu^out  a  dreary 

We  ibr  a  moment,  to  reflect  on  the   incon-  desert,  covered  with  rushes  and  briers,  and 

■tency  of  human  greatness,  and  the  stupendous  jungles  full  of  wild  beasts. ' 

•wobtioni  that  have  happened  in  our  age  of  The  British  officer  who  commanded  in  the 

^"«»odeTi.    Gould  it  be  believed  when  I  en-  delivery  of  the  people  thus  sold,  felt  some 


S96  SPEECH  ON  MR.  FOX^S  EAST  INDIA  BILL. 

compunction  at  his  employment.    He  repre-  with  the  negotiation  of  universal  distracti<»  in 

sented  these  enormous  excesses  to  the  presi-  every  part  of  India,  that  a  very  minute  detail 

dent  of  Bengal,  for  which  he  received  a  se-  may  well  be  spared  on  this  point.    It  has  not 

vere  reprimand  from  the  civil  govemour ;  and  yet  been  contended,  by  any  enemy  to  the  reform, 

I  much  doubt  whether  the  breach  caused  by  that  they  have  observed  any  public  agreement, 

the  conflict,  between  the  compassion  of  the  When  I  hear  that  they  have  done  so  in  any 

military  and  the  firmness  of  the  civil  gover-  one  instance  (which    hitherto,  I    confess,  I 

nour,  be  closed  at  this  hour.  never  heard  alleged)  I  shall  speak  to  the  par> 

In  Bengal,  Seraja  Dowlah  was  sold  to  Mir  ticular  treaty.  The  govemour  general  has 
Jaffier ;  Mir  Jaffier  was  sold  to  Mir  Cossim  ;  even  amused  himself  and  the  court  of  directors 
and  Mir  Cossim  was  sold  to  Mir  Jaffier  again,  in  a  very  singular  letter  to  that  board,  in  which 
The  successicm  to  Mir  Jaffier  was  sold  to  his  he  admits  he  has  not  been  very  delicate  with 
eldest  son;— another  son  of  Mir  Jaffier,  Mo-  regard  to  public  faith;  and  he  goes  so  far  as 
barech  ul  Dowlah,  was  sold  to  his  step-motlier  to  state  a  regular  estimate  of  the  sums  which 
•—The  Maratta  empire  was  sold  to  Rogaba;  the  company  would  have  lost,  or  never  acqui- 
and  Rogaba  was  sold  and  delivered  to  the  Pe«  red,  if  the  rig^d  ideas  of  public  faith  entertain- 
ishwa  of  the  Marattas.  Both  Rogaba  and  the  ed  by  his  colleagues  had  been  observed.  The 
Peishwa  of  the  Marattas  were  offwed  to  sale  learned  gentleman*  over  against  me  has  in- 
to the  rajah  of  Berar.  Scindia,  the  chief  of  deed  saved  me  much  trouble.  On  a  (<mner 
Malva,  was  offered  to  sale  to  the  same  rajah ;  occasion,  he  obtained  no  small  credit,  for  the 
and  the  Subah  c^  the  Decan  was  sold  to  the  clear  and  forcible  manner  in  which  he  stated 
great  trader  Mahomet  Ali,  nabob  of  Arcot.  what  we  have  not  forgot,  and  I  hope  he  has 
To  the  same  nabob  of  Arcot  they  sold  Hyder  not  forgot,  that  universal  systematic  breach  of 
Ali  and  the  kingdom  of  Mysore.  To  Ma-  treaties  which  had  made  the  British  faith  pro- 
homet  Ali  they  twice  sold  the  kingdom  of  verbial  in  the  East. 

Tanjore.    To  the  same  Mahomet  Ali  they  It  only  remains,  Sir,  for  me  just  to  recapito- 

Bold  at  least  twelve  sovereign  princes,  called  late  some  heads. — The  treaty  with  the  mogul, 

the  Polygars.    But  to  keep  things  even,  the  by  which  we  stipulated  to  pay  him  £.260,000, 

territory  of  Tinnivelly,  belonging  to  their  na-  annually,  was  brdcen.    This  treaty  they  have 

bob,  they  would  have  scdd  to  the  Dutch ;  and  broken,  and  not  paid  him  a  shilling.     They 

to  conclude  the  account  of  sales,  their  great  broke  their  treaty  with  him,  in  which  they 

custbmer,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  himself,  and  his  stipulated  to  pay  £.400,000  a  year    to   the 

lawful  succession,  has  been  sold  to  his  second  soubah  of  Bengal.      They  agreed  with  the 

son,  Amir  ul  Omrah,  whose  character,  views,  mogul,  for  services  admitted  to  have  been  per- 

and  conduct,  are  in  the  accounts  upon  your  formed,  to  pay  NudjifCawn  a  pension.    They 

table.    It  remains  with  you  whether  they  shall  broke  this  article  with  the  rest,  and  stopped 

finally  perfect  this  last  Inurgain.  also  this  small   pension.     They  broke  their 

All  these  bargains  and  sales  were  regularly  treaties  with  the  Nizam,  and  with  Hyder  Ali. 

attended    with  the  waste  and  havoc  of  the  As  to  the  Marattas,  they  had  so  many  cross 

country,  always  by  the  buyer,  and  sometimes  treaties  with  the  states  general  of  that  nation, 

by  the  object  of  the  sale.    This  was  explained  and  with  each  of  the  chiefs,  that  it  was  noto- 

to  you  by  the  honourable   mover,   when   he  rious  that  no  one  of  these  agreements  could 

stated  the  mode  of  paying  debts  due  fi-om  the  be  kept  without  grossly  violating  the  rest.    It 

country  powers  to  the  company.    An  honour-  was  observed,  that  if  the  terms  of  these  sevc- 

aUe  gentleman,  who  now  is  not  in  his  place,  ral  treaties  had  been  kept,  two  British  armies 

objected  to  his  jumping  near  two  thousand  would  at  one  and  the  same  time  have  met  in 

miles  for  an  example.    But  the  southern  ex-  the  field  to  cut  each  other's  throats.     The  wars 

ample  is  perfectly  applicable  to  the  northern  which  desolate  India,  originated  from  a  most 

claim,  as  the  northern  is  to  the  southern ;  for,  atrocious  violation  of  public  faith  on  our  part, 

throughout  the  whole  space  of  these  two  thou-  In  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  the  company's 

sand  miles,  take  your  stand  where  you  will,  troops  invaded  the  Maratta  territories,  and 

the  proceeding  is  perfectly  uniform,  and  what  surprised  the   island  and  fortress  of  Salsette, 

is  done  in  one  part  will  apply  exactly  to  the  The  Marattas  nevertheless  yielded  to  a  treaty 

other.  of  peace,  by  which  solid  advantages  were  pro- 

My  second  assertion  is,  that  the  company  cured  to  the  company.    But  this  treaty,  like 

never  has  made  a  treaty  which  they  have  not  every  other  treaty,  was  soon  violated  by  th« 
broken.    This  position  is  so  connected  with 

that  of  the  sales  of  provinces  and  kingdoms,  ♦  Mr.  Durvdas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 
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company.  Again  the  company  invaded  the  one ;  because  the  Maratta  war  wtf  only  a  part 
Maratta  dominions.  The  disaster  that  ensued  of  a  general  confederacy  formed  against  us  oo 
gave  occasion  to  a  new  treaty.  The  wh<de  account  of  the  universal  abhorrence  of  our  con- 
army  of  the  company  was  obliged,  in  effect,  duct  which  prevailed  in  every  state  and  almost 
to  surrender  to  this  injured,  betrayed,  and  in-  in  every  house  in  India.  Mr.  Hastings  waa 
suited  people.  Justly  irritated,  however,  as  obliged  to  pretend  some  sort  of  acquiescence 
they  were,  the  terms  which  they  prescribed  in  this  general  and  rational  desire.  He  there- 
were  reasonable  and  moderate  ;  and  their  fore  consented,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  point  of 
treatment  of  their  captive  invaders  of  the  honour  of  the  Marattas,  that  an  article  should 
most  distinguished  humanity.  But  the  hu-  be  inserted  to  admit  Hyder  Ali  to  accede  to 
manity  of  the  Marattas  was  of  no  power  the  pacification.  But  observe,  Sir,  the  spirit 
whatsoever  to  prevail  on  the  company  to  at-  of  this  man  (which  if  it  were  not  made  mani- 
teod  to  the  observance  of  the  terms  dictated  fest  by  a  thousand  things,  and  particularly  by 
by  their  moderation.  The  war  was  renewed  hia  proceedings  with  respect  to  Lord  Ma- 
with  g|reater  vigour  than  ever  ;  and  such  was  cartney)  would  be  sufficiently  manifest  by 
their  insatiable  lust  of  plunder,  that  they  this — AVhat  sort  of  article  think  you  does  he 
never  would  have  given  ear  to  any  terms  of  require  this  essential  head  of  a  solemn  treaty 
peace,  if  Hyder  Ali  had  not  brojte  through  the  of  general  pacification  to  be?  In  his  instruction 
Gauts,  and  rushing  hke  a  torrent  into  the  to  Mr.  Anderson,  he  desires  him  to  admit  "  a 
Camaticy  swept  away  every  thing  in  his  vague  article' '  in  favour  of  Hyder.  Evasion 
career.  This  was  in  ccmsequence  of  that  and  fraud  were  the  declared  basis  of  the  treaty, 
confederacy,  which  by  a  sort  of  miracle  united  These  vagtie  articles,  intended  for  a  more 
the  most  discordant  powers  for  our  destruction,  vague  performance,  are  the  things  which  have 
as  a  nation  in  which  no  other  could  put  any  damned  our  reputation  in  India, 
trust,  and  who  were  the  declared  enemies  of  Hardly  was  this  vague  article  inserted,  than, 
the  human  species.  without  waiting  for  any  act  on  the  part  of 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  late  contro  Hyder,  Mr.  Hastings  enters  into  a  negotiation 
versy  between  the  several  presidencies,  and  with  the  Maratta  chief,  Scindia,  for  a  parti- 
between  them  and  the  court  of  directors,  with  tion  of  the  territories  of  the  prince  who  was 
relatum  to  these  wars  and  treaties,  had  not  one  o(  the  objects  to  be  secured  by  the  treaty. 
be^i,  whidi  of  the  parties  might  be  defended  He  was  to  be  parcelled  out  in  three  parts — one 
for  his  share  in  them ;  bat  on  which  of  the  to  Scindia ;  one  to  the  Peishwa  of  the  Ma- 
parties  the  guilt  of  ail  this  load  of  perfidy  rattas ;  and  the  third  to  the  East  India  corn- 
should  be  &Led,  But  I  am  content  to  admit  pany,  or  to  (the  old  dealer  and  chapman) 
all  these  proceedings  to  be  perfectly  regular,  Mahomet  Ali. 

to  be  full  <^ honour  and  good  faith;  and  wish  During  the  formation  of  this  project,  Hyder 

to  fix  your  attention  solely  to  that  single  trans-  dies ;  and  before  his  son  could  lake  any  one 

action  which  the  advocates  of  this  system  step,  either  to  conform  to  the  tenour  of  the 

select  for  so  transcendent  a  merit  as  to  cancel  article,  or  to  contravene  it,  the  treaty  of  par^ 

the  guilt  <^  all  the  rest  q£  their  proceedings ;  I  tition  is  renewed  on  the  old  footing,  and  an 

mean  the  late  treaties  with  the  Marattas.  instructi<»i  is  sent  to  Mr.  Anderson  to  con- 

I  make  no  Observation  on  the  total  cession  elude  it  in  form. 

of  territiN'y,  by  which  they  surrendered  all  A  circumstance  intervened,  during  the  pen- 

they  had  obtained  by  their  unhappy  successes  dency  of  this  negotiation,  to  set  off  the  good 

in  war,  and  almost  all  they  had  (Stained  under  faith  of  the  company  with  an  additional  bril- 

the  treaty  of  Pocu'under.    The  restitution  was  liancy,  and  to  maike  it  sparkle  and  glow  with  a 

proper,  if  it  had  been  voluntary  and  seas<»iable.  variety  of  splendid  faces.    General  Matthews 

I  attach  (m  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  the  dis-  had  reduced  that  most  valuable  partofHyder's 

poaitioos  it  shewed,  the  provisions  it  made  for  dominions  called  the  Country  of  Biddenore. 

a  general  peace,  and  the  faith  kept  with  allies  When  the  news  reached  Mr.  Hastings  he  in- 

and  OHxfederates;  in  order  that  the  house  may  structod  Mr.  Anderson  to  contend  for  an  alte- 

fbrni  a  judgment,  from  this  chosen  piece,  of  ration  in  the  treaty  of  partition,  and  to  take  the 

the  use  which  has  been  made  (and  is  likely  Biddenore  country  out  of  the  common  stock 

to  be  made,  if  things  continue  in  the  same  which  was  to  be  divided,  and  to  keep  it  for 

hand)  of  the  trust  of  the  federal  powers  of  tliis  the  company. 

country.  The  first  ground  for  this  variation  was  its 

Ifwasthe  wish  of  almost  every  Englishman,  being  a  separate  conquest  made  before  the 

hat  the  Maratta  peace  might  lead  to  a  general  treaty  had  actually  taken  place.    Here  was  a 


SS8 


SPEECH  ON  Ma.  FOX'S  EAST  INDIA  JNULu 


new  proof  giyen  of  the  fkimeas,  equity,  and 
moderation  of  the  company.  But  the  second 
of  Mr.  Hastings's  reasons  for  retaining  the 
Biddenore  as  a  separate  portion,  and  his  con- 
duct on  that  second  ground,  is  still  more  re- 
markable. He  asserted  that  that  country  could 
not  be  put  into  the  partition  stock,  because 
General  Matthews  had  received  it  on  the  terma 
of  some  convention,  which  might  be  incon»> 
patiUe  with  the  partition  proposed.  This  waa 
a  reason  in  itself  both  honourable  and  solid ; 
and  it  shewed  a  regard  to  faith  somewhere, 
and  with  some  persons.  But  in  order  to  d^ 
nionstrate  his  utter  contempt  of  the  plighted 
faith  which  was  alleged  on  one  part  as  a  reason 
for  departing  from  it  on  another,  and  to  prove 
his  impetuous  desire  for  sowing  a  new  war, 
even  in  the  prepared  soil  of  a  general  pacifica- 
tion, he  directs  Mr.  Anderson,  if  he  should 
find  strong  difficulties  impeding  the  partition, 
on  the  score  of  the  subtraction  of  Biddenore, 
wholly  to  abandon  that  claim,  and  to  c(Miclude 
die  treaty  on  the  original  terms.  General 
Matthews'  convention  was  just  brought  for- 
ward sufficiently  to  demonstrate  to  the  Ma- 
rattas  the  slippery  hold  which  they  had  on  their 
new  c(»ifederate ;  on  the  other  hand  that  con- 
vention being  instantly  abandoned,  the  people 
of  India  were  taught,  that  no  terms  on  which 
they  can  surrender  to  the  company  are  to  be 
regarded  when  farther  conquests  are  in  view. 

Next,  Sir,  let  me  bring  before  you  the  pious 
care  that  was  taken  of  our  allies  under  that 
treaty  which  is  the  subject  of  the  company's 
applauses.  These  allies  were  Ragonaut  Row, 
for  whom  we  had  engaged  to  find  a  throne ; 
the  Guickwar,  (one  of  the  Guzerat  princes,) 
vpho  was  to  be  emancipated  from  the  Maratta 
authority,  and  to  grow  great  by  several  acces- 
sions of  dominion;  and  lastly,  the  rana  6C 
Gohud,  with  whom  we  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  partition  for  eleven-sixteenths  of  our 
joint  conquests.  Some  of  these  inestimable 
securities,  called  vague  articles,  were  inserted 
in  favour  of  them  all. 

As  to  the  first,  the  unhappy  abdicated 
Peishwa,  and  pretender  to  the  Maratta  throne, 
Ragonaut  Row,  was  delivered  up  to  his  people, 
with  an  article  for  safety,  and  some  provision. 
This  man,  knowing  how  little  vague  the  hatred 
of  his  countrymen  was  towards  him,  and  well 
apprised  of  what  black  crimes  he  stood  accused 
(among  which  our  invasion  of  his  country 
would  not  appear  the  least)  took  a  mortal 
alarm  at  the  security  we  had  provided  for  him. 
He  was  thunderstruck  at  the  article  in  his 
favour,  by  which  he  was  surrendered  to  his 
enemies.    He  never  had  the  least  notice  of 


the  treaty;  and  it  was  apprebopded  that  W 
wouU  fly  to  ibe  proiection  of  Hyder  Ali,  ff 
■ome  other,  diapoaed  or  aUe  to  protect  hii^ 
He  was  therefore  not  left  without  ooiDfiirt;fii 
Mr.  Anderaon  did  him  the  frvour  to  aeoi  i 
special  mevenger,  desiring  him  U>  be  of  gooii 
cheer  and  to  foar  nothing.  And  his  <ild 
enemy,  Scindia,  at  our  reqoeat,  sent  \am  i 
message  equally  well  cakniliated  to  qniet  hk 
apprehensions. 

By  the  same  treaty  ih»  GuidEwar  ww  to 
come  again,  with  no  better  aecuri^,  ondv  tht 
dominion  of  the  Maratta  state.    As  to  li» 
rana  of  Grohud,  a  k«g  negotiation  deposM 
for  giving  him  up.    Ai  first  this  was  refined 
by  Mr.  Hastings  with  great  indignation;  at 
another  stage  it  was  admitted  as  proper,  be* 
cause  he  had  shewn  himself  a  most  perfidiosi 
person.    But  at  l^igth  a  method  of  reo» 
ciling  these  extremes  was  found  oat,  by  o» 
triving  one  of  the  usual  articles  in  his  ftvov. 
What  I  believe  will  appear  beyond  aB  belief 
Mr.  Anderson  exchanged  the  final  ratificatinsi 
of  that  treaty  by  whidi  the  rana  was  noBUBi% 
secured  in  his  possessions,  in  the  camp  of  tfct 
Maratta  chief,  Scindia,  whilst  he  was  (mlft 
and  not  nominally)  battering  the  castle  of 
Gualior,  which  we  had  given,  agresabiy  to 
treaty,  to   this  deluded  ally.    Scindia  bid 
already  reduced  the  town ;   and  was  at  A* 
very  time,  by  various  detadiments,  redudigi 
one  af)er  another,  the  fortresses  of  otur  pn^ 
tected  ally,  as  well  as  in  the  act  of  chastinB| 
all  the  rajahs  who  had  assisted  colonel  Canse 
in  his  invasion.    I  have  seen  in  a  letter  inm 
Calcutta,  that  the  ranaof  Gh>hud's  agent  wooU 
have  represented  these  ho^ilities  (wfaicb  wit 
hand  in  hand  with  the  protecting  treaty)  to 
Mr.  Hastings ;  but  he  was  not  admitted  to  fail 
presence. 

In  this  manner  the  company  has  aelsd  wilk 
their  allies  in  the  Maratta  war.    But  they  ^ 
not  rest  here ;  the  Marattas  were  feaifiil  leit 
the  persons  delivered  to  them  fay  that  tret^ 
shouki  attempt  to  escape  into  the  Britiili  toh 
ritories,  and  thus  might  elude  the  pouslintst 
intended  for  them,  and  by   reclaimiof  dio 
trea^,  might  stir  up  new  dutorfaonces.    Te 
prevent  this,  they  desired  an  article  to  b* 
inserted  in  the  supplemental  treaty,  to  whicfc 
they  had  the  ready  consent  of  Mr.  Haitiii|ii 
and  the  rest  of  the  company's  represeotativai 
in  Bengal.    It  was  this,  *<  That  the  Ei^ 
and  Maratta  governments  mutually  agree  iMt 
to  afibrd  refoge  to  any  dUe/s,  m0tkml$,  f 
other  personsj  flying  for  protection  to  the  ton** 
tories  o£the  other."    This  was  readily  af** 
ted  to,  and  assented  to  without  any  eactf^ 
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wbftteTer,  in  favour  of  our  surrendered  allies.  These  are  some  of  my  reasons,  grounded  oa 

On  their  part  a  reciprocity  was  stipulated  the  abuse  of  the  external  political  trust  <^  that 

which  was  not  unnatural  for  a  government  body,  for  thinking  mys^  not  <»ily  justified, 

like  the  company's  to  ask;  a  govemm^at  con-  but  bound,  to  declare  against  those  chartered 

•cious  that  numy  subjects  had  been,  and  would  rights  which  produce  so  many  wnnigs.    I 

in  future  be,  driven  to  fly  firom  its  jurisdiction,  should  deem  myself  the  wickedest  of  men,  if 

To  oon^plete  the  system  of  pacific  iotention  any  yote  of  mine  could  contribute  to  the  ooih 

and  puUic  faith,  which  predominate  in  these  tinuance  of  so  great  an  evil, 

treaties,  Mr.  Hastings  fairly  resolved  to  put  Now,  Sir,  according  to  the  plan  I  proposed, 

•1  peace,  except  00  the  terms  of  absolute  con-  I  shall  take  notice  of  the  company's  internal 

quest,  wholly  out  of  his  own  power.    For,  by  government,  as  it  is  exercised  first  on  the 

an  artide  in  this  second  treaty  with  Scindia,  dependent  provinces,  and  then  as  it  afiects 

he  binds  the  company  not  to  make  any  peace  those  under  the  direct  and  immediate  autho- 

wlth  Tippoo  Saheb,  without  the  consent  of  rity  of  that  body.    And  here,  Sir,  before  I 

the  peishwa  of  the  Marattas ;  and  binds  Scin-  enter  into  the  spirit  of  their  interiour  gov^n- 

dia  to  hnn  by  a  reciprocal  engagement.    The  ment,  permit  me  to  observe  to  you,  upon  a 

4reaty  between  France  and  England  obliges  few  c^the  many  lines  of  difference  whidi  are 

iMBratttally  to  withdraw  our  forces,  if  our  allies  to  be  found  between  the  vices  (^  the  c<»n- 

an  India  do  not  acce(te  to  the  peace  within  pany's  government,  and  those  of  the  conqoe- 

fbiir  months ;  Mr.  Hastings's  treaty  obliges  us  rours  who  preceded  us  in  India ;  that  we  may 

to  continue  the  war  as  long  as  the  peishwa  be  enabled  a  little  the  better  to  see  our  way 

tfiiaks  fit.    We  are  now  in  that  happy  situa-  in  an  attempt  to  the  necessary  reformation.    • 

tioB,  that  the  breach  of  the  trea^  with  France,  The  several  irruptions  of  Arabs,  Tartars, 

ar  the  riolation  of  that  v^ith  the  Marattas,  and  Persians,  into  India  were,  for  the  greater 

im  inevitaUe;  and  we  have  only  to  take  our  part,  ferocious,  bloody,  and  wasteful  in  the 

cbmoe.  extreme:  our  entrance  into  the  dominicm  of 

My  third  assertion,  relative  to  the  abuse  that  country,  was,  as  generally,  with  small  corn- 
made  of  the  right  of  war  and  peace  is,  that  parative  efiusion  of  blood;  being  introduced  by 
tiiere  are  none  who  have  ever  confided  in  us  various  fi-auds  and  delusions,  and  by  taking 
fdio  have  not  been  utterly  ruined.  The  exam-  advantage  of  the  incurable,  blind,  and  sense- 
pies  I  have  givMi  of  Ragonaut  Row,  of  Gruick-  less  animosity,  which  the  several  country 
war,  of  the  rana  of  Grohud,  are  recent.  There  powers  bear  towards  each  other,  rather  than 
■is  proof  more  than  enough  in  the  condition  of  by  open  force.  But  the  difference  in  favour 
the  mogul;  in  the  slavery  and  indigence  of  of  the  first  conquerours  is  this;  the  Asiatic  con- 
tiie  nabob  of  Oude ;  the  exile  of  the  rajah  of  querours  very  soon  abated  of  their  ferocity, 
Benares;  the  beggary  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal;  because  they  made  the  conquered  country 
fhe  undone  and  captive  condition  of  the  rajah  their  own.  They  rose  or  fell  with  the  rise  or 
and  kingdom  of  Tanjore ;  the  destruction  of  fidl  of  the  territory  they  lived  in.  Fathers 
Ibe  polj^ars ;  and  lastly,  in  the  destruction  there  deposited  the  hopes  of  their  posterity ; 
of  the  nabob  c^  Aroot  himself,  who,  when  his  and  children  there  beheld  the  monuments  of 
dominions  were  invaded,  was  found  entirely  their  fathers.  Here  their  lot  was  finally  cast ; 
destitute  of  troops,  provisicms,  stores,  and  (as  and  it  is  the  natural  wish  of  all,  that  their  lot 
be  asserts)  of  money,  being  a  million  in  debt  should  not  be  cast  in  a  bad  land.  Poverty,  ste- 
to  the  company,  and  four  millions  to  others :  rility,  and  desolation,  are  not  a  recreating  pros- 
tbe  many  millions  which  he  had  extorted  from  pect  to  the  eye  of  man ;  and  there  are  very  few 
•o  many  extirpated  princes  and  their  desolated  who  can  bear  to  grow  old  among  the  curses  of 
oooBtries  having  (as  he  has  firequently  hinted)  a  whole  people.  If  their  passion  or  their  ava- 
baen  expoided  for  the  ground  rent  of  his  man-  rice  drove  the  Tartar  lords  to  acts  of  rapacity 
non-^iouse  in  an  alley  in  the  suburbs  of  Ma-  or  tyranny,  there  was  time  enough,  even  in 
-dras.  Compare  the  condition  of  all  these  the  short  life  of  man,  to  bring  round  the  ill 
princes  with  the  power  and  authority  of  all  effects  of  an  abuse  of  power  upon  the  power 
die  Maratta  states  ;  with  the  independence  itself.  If  hoards  were  made  by  violence  and 
and  dignity  of  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan ;  and  tyranny,  they  were  still  domestic  hoards ;  and 
the  migh^  strengdi,  the  resources,  and  the  domestic  profusion,  or  the  rapine  <^  a  more 
manly  struggle  of  Hyder  Ali ;  and  then  the  powerful  and  prodigal  hand,  restored  them  to 
house  will  discover  the  effects  on  every  power  the  people.  With  many  disorders,  and  with 
in  India,  of  an  easy  confidence,  or  of  a  rooted  few  political  checks  upon  power,  nature  had 
diMmst  in  the  foith  of  the  company.  still  fair  play ;  the  sources  of  acquisition  were 
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not  dried  up ;  and  therefore  the  trade,  the  ma-  whipping  at  adiool,  or  that  w«  aee  traSing  i 

nufactures,  and  the  commcrcu  of  the  country  pike, or  bending (nrer  a  desk  at  home.    Bum 

6ourished.    Even  avarice  and  usury  itself  ope-  English  youth  in  India  drink  ibe  intaiigating 

rated,  both  f)r  the  preservation  and  the  cm-  draught  of  authority  and  dominion  befiire  their 

plo^-ment  of  national  wealth.    The  husband-  heads  are  able  to  bear  it,  and  aa  they  are  M 

man  and  manu&cturur  |>aid  heavy  interest,  grown  in  fortune  long  before  they  are  ripe  ■ 

but  then  they  au^^mentcd  the  fund  from  whence  principle,  neither  nature  nor  reason  have  waf 

they  were  aj^iin  to  borrow.      Thsir  resources  opportunity  to  exert  themselTea  lor  remedy  d 

were  dearly  bought,  but  they  were  sure;  and  the  excesses  of  their  prenaature  power.    Th» 

the  general  stock  of  the  community  grew  by  consequences  of  their  conduct,  which  in  gaoi 

the  general  effort.  minds  (and  many  (^theirs  are  (irobaUy  sudi) 

But  under  the  English  government  all  this  might  produce  penitence  or  amendment,  an 

order  is  reversed.    The  Tartar  invasion  w^as  unable  to  pursue  the  rapidity  of  their  fli|faL 

mischievous ;   but  it  is  our    protection  that  Their  prey  is  lodged   in  England ;  and  tbe 

destroys  India.     It  was  their  enmity,  but  it  is  cries  of  India  are  ghren  to  seas  and  winds,  to 

our  friendship.     Our  conquest    there,    aAer  be  blown  about,  in  every  breaking  up  of  ibs 

twenty  years,  is  as  crude  as  it  was  the  first  monsoon,  over  a  remote  and  unhearing  occaa. 

day.     The  natives  scarcely  know  what  it  is  to  In  India,  all  the  vices  operate  by  whicfa  sud- 

see  the  ^cny  head  of  an  Englishman.    Young  den  fortune  is  acquired;  in  Englaad  are  often 

men  (boys  almost)  govern  there,  without  so-  displayed  by  the  same  persons,  the  virtues 

ciety,  and  wit))out  sympathy  with  the  natives,  which   dispense  hereditary  wealth.    Arrhred 

They  have  no  more  social  habits  with  the  peo-  in  England,  the  destroyers  of  the  nobility  aad 

pie,  than  if  they  still  resided  in  England  ;  nor  gentry  of  a  whole  kingdom  will  find  the  beil 

indeed,  any  species  of  intercourse  but  that  company  in  this  nation,  at  a  board  of  eleganct 

which  is  necessary  to  making  a  sudden  for-  and  hospitality.    Here  the  noanu&cturer  aii 

tune,  with  a  view  to  a  remote  settlement,  husbandman  will  bless  the  just  and  ptnctuil 

Animated  with  all  the  avarice  of  age,  and  all  hand  that  in  India  has  torn  the  cloth  from  the 

the  impetuosity  of  youth,  they  roll  in  one  after  loom,  or  wrested  the  scanty  portion  of  rica 

another ;   wave  after  wave ;  and  there  is  no-  and  salt  from  the  peasant  of  Bengal,  or  wrung 

thing  before  the  eyes  of  the  natives  but  an  from  him  the  very  opium  in  which  he  forgot 

endless,  hopeless  prospect  -of  new  flights  of  his  oppressions  and   his   oppressor.     Tbey 

birdsof  prey  and  passa^,  with  appetites  con-  marry   into  your  families      they   enter  into 

tinually  renewing  for  a  food  that  is  continually  your  senate ;  they  ease  your  estates  by  loans ; 

wasting.    Every  rupee  of  profit  made  by  an  they  raise  their  value  by  demands ;  tbey  cbe- 

Englishman,  is  lost  for  ever  to  India.     With  rish  and  protect  your  relations,  which  lie  heavy 

us  are  no  rctributory  superstitions,  by  which  on  your  patronage ;  and  there  is  scarcdy  an 

a  foundation  of  charity  compensates,  through  house  in  the  kingdom  that  does  not  foel  some 

ages,  to  tlie  poor,  for  the  rapine  and  injustice  concern  and  interest  that  makes  all  reform  of 

of  a  day.    With  us,  no  pride  erects  stately  our  eastern  government  appear  (Vicious  and 

monuments  which  repair  the  mischiefs  which  '  disgusting ;  and  on  the  whole,  a  most  discoura- 

pride  had  produced,  and  which  adorn  a  coun-  ging  attempt.    In  such  an  attempt  you  hurt 

try  out  of  its  own  spoils.   England  has  erected  those  who  are  able  to  return  kindness,  or  to 

no  churches,  no  hospitals,'*'  no  palaces,  no  resent  injury.    If  you  succeed,  you  save  those 

schools ;  England  has  built  no  bridges,  made  who  cannot  so  much  as  give  you  thadcs.    AH 

no  high  roads,  cut  no  navigations,  dug  out  no  these  things  shew  the  diffictdty  cithe  work  we 

reservoirs.    Every  other  conquerour  of  every  have  on  hand :  but  they  shew  its  necessity  too. 

other  description  has  lefl  some    monument,  Our  Indian  government  is  in  its  best  state  a 

either  of  state  or  beneficence,  behind  him.  grievance.    It  is  necessary  that  the  correo* 

Were  we  to  be  driven  out  of  India  this  day,  tives  should  be  uncommonly  vigorous ;  and  die 

nothing  would  remain,  to  tell  that  it  had  been  work  of  men,  sanguine,  warm,  and  even  im- 

possessed,  during  the  inglorious  period  of  our  passioned  in  the  cause.    But  it  is  an  arduous 

dominion,  by  any  thing  better  than  the  ourang-  thing  to  plead   against   abuses  of  a   power 

outang  or  the  tiger.  which  originates  from  your  own  country,  and 

There  is  nothing  in  the  boys  we  send  to  afiects  those  whom  we  are  used  to  consider  ai 

India  worse,  than  in  the  boys  whom  we  are  strangers. 

I  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  modukite  my- 

♦  The  paltry  foundation  at  Calcutta  is  scarce.  "^^  ^  ^^i**  temper;  though  I  am  sensible  that 

ly  worth  naming  as  an  exception.  a  cold  style  of  describing  abtions  which  dfpeu 
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to  me  in  a  very  afiecting  light,  is  equally  con-  sented,   through  the  British  resident  at  his 

Crary  to  the  justice  due  to  the  people,  and  to  court,   that  the  number  of  company's  troops 

all  genuine  human  feelings  about  them.    I  ask  stationed  in  his  dominions  was  a  main  cause 

pardon  of  truth  and  nature  for  this  compliance,  of  his  distress ;  and  that  all   tliose  which  he 

Bat  I  shall  be  very  sparing  of  epithets  either  to  was  not  bound  by  treaty  to  maintain  should  be 

persons  or  things.    It  has  been  said  (and,  with  withdrawn,  as  they  had  greatly  diminished  his 

regard  to  one  of  them,  with  truth)  that  Tacitus  revenue,  and  impoverished  his  country.      I 

and  Machiavel,  by  their  cold  way  of  relating  will  read  you,  if  you  please,  a  few  extracts  from 

enormous  crimes,  have  in  some  sort  appeared  these  representations. 

not  to  disapprove  them ;  that  they  seem  a  sort  He  states,  "  that  the  country  and  cultivation 
of  professors  of  the  art  of  tyranny,  and  that  are  abandoned ;  and  this  year  in  particular, 
tliey  corrupt  the  minds  of  their  readers,  by  not  from  the  excessive  drought  of  the  season, 
expressing  the  detestation  and  horrour  that  deductions  of  many  lacs  having  been  allowed 
naturally  belong  to  horrible  and  detestable  pro*  to  the  farmers,  who  are  still  left  unsatisfied ;" 
ceedings.  But  we  are  in  general,  Sir,  so  little  and  then  he  proceeds  with  a  long  detail  of  his 
acquainted  with  Indian  details  ;  the  instru-  own  distress,  and  that  of  his  family,  and  all  his 
menta  of  oppression  under  which  the  people  dependants ;  and  adds,  ''  that  the  new-raised 
suffer  are  so  hard  to  be  understood  ;  and  even  brigade  is  not  only  quite  useless  to  my  govem- 
die  very  names  of  the  sufferers  are  so  uncouth  ment,  but  is  moreover  the  cause  of  much  lossj 
and  strange  to  our  ears,  that  it  is  very  difficult  both  in  revenues  and  customs.  The  detached 
ibr  our  sympathy  to  fix  upon  these  objects.  I  body  of  troops  under  European  officers  bring 
am  sure  that  some  of  us  have  come  down  stairs  nothing  but  confusion  to  the  affairs  of  my 
from  the  ccNnmittee-room^  with  impressions  on  govemmerU,  and  are  entirely  their  own  masters?* 
our  minds,  which  to  us  were  the  inevitable  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hastings's  confidential 
remits  of  our  discoveries,  yet  if  we  should  ven-  resident,  vouolies  for  the  truth  of  this  repre- 
ture  to  e:q>res8  ourselves,  in  the  proper  Ian-  sentation  in  its  fullest  extent.  "  I  am  concerned 
guage  of  our  sentiments,  to  other  gentlemen,  to  confess,  that  there  is  too  good  ground  for  this 
not  at  all  prepared  to  enter  into  the  cause  of  plea.  The  misfortune  has  been  general. through- 
them,  nothing  could  appear  more  harsh  and  ou/ Me  to^e  of  ^  vizier's  [the  nabob  of  Oude] 
dissonant,  more  violent  and  unaccountable,  dominions,  obvious  to  every  body  ;  and  so  fatal 
than  our  language  and  behaviour.  All  these  have  been  its  consequences,  that  no  person  of 
circumstances  are  not,  I  confess,  very  favoui>  either  credit  or  character,  would  enter  into 
able  to  the  idea  of  our  attempting  to  govern  engagements  with  government  for  farming  the 
India  at  all.  But  there  we  are ;  there  we  are  country."  He  then  proceeds  to  give  strong  in- 
placed  by  the  Sovereign  Disposer ;  and  we  stances  of  the  general  calamity,  and  its  effects. 
must  do  the  best  we  can  in  our  situation.  The  It  was  now  to  be  seen  what  steps  the  gover- 
situation  of  man  is  the  preceptor  of  his  duty.  nour-general  and  council  took  for  the  relief  of 

Upon  the  plan  which  I  laid  down,  and  to  this  distressed  country,  long  labouring  under 

which  I  beg  leave  to  return,  I  was  considering  the  vexations  of  men,  and  now  stricken  by  the 

the  conduct  of  the  company  to  those  nations  hand  of  God.    The  case  of  a  general  famine 

which  are  indirectly  subject  to  their  authority,  is  known  to  relax  the  severity  even  of  the 

The  most  considerable  of  the  dependent  princes  most  rigorous  government. — ^Mr.  Hastings  does 

is  the  nabob  d[  Oude.    My  right  honourable  not  deny,  or  shew  the  least  doubt  of  the  fact, 

friend,*  to  whom  we  owe  the  remedial  bills  on  The  representation    is   humble,  and  almost 

vourtable,  has  already  pointed  out  to  you,  in  one  abject.    On  this  representation  from  a  great 

of  the  reports,  the  condition  of  that  prince,  and  prince  of  the   distress  of  his  subjects,  Mr. 

as  it  stood  in  the  time  he  alluded  to.  I  shall  only  Hastings  falls  into  a  violent  passion ;  such  (as 

add  a  few  circumstances  that  may  tend   to  it  seems)  would  be  unjustifiable  in  any  one 

awaken  some  sense  of  the  manner  in  which  who  speaks  of  any  part  of  his  conduct.    He 

the  condition  of  the  people  is  affected  by  that  declares,  "  that  the  demwids,  the  tone  in  which 

of  the  prince,  and  involved  in  it;  and  to  shew  they  were  asserted,  and  the  season  in  which 

you,  that  when  we  talk  of  the  sufferings  of  they  were  made,  are  all  equally  alarming,  and 

princes,  we  do  not  lament  the  oppression  of  appear  to  him  to  require  an  adequate  degree 

individuals ;  and  that  in  these  cases  the  high  of  firmness  in  this  board,  in  opposition  to  them." 

and  the  low  suffer  together.  He  proceeds  to  deal  out  very  unreserved  lan- 

Id  the  year  1779,  the  nabob  of  Oude  repre-  guage,  on  the  person  and  character  of  the 

nabob  and  his  ministers.    He  declares,  that  in 

•  Mr.  Fox.  a  division  between  him  and  the  jiabob,  "  t^ 
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iftm^getl  Maul  deditP    With  irgvd  to  the     estafafiriied  by  iHiidi  his   afin  oooU  be 
urgent  and  iostaiU  oeceasity,  from  the  failure     regul&rij  oooducted  ;    mew,  incapable,  and 
of  the  crops,  he  sars,  **  that/terkp*  expedients     indi^nt  men  hare  been  appcMUted.    A  noni- 
wtag  U  fmnd  fur  aflbnling  a  gradual  relief     ber  of  d»e  dislricts  witfaocK  anthority,  and 
from  the  buithen  of  which  he  so  hearily  com-     without  die   means  of  personal  proCectioa ; 
plains,  and  it  shall  be  my  eodcavour  to  seek     some  of  diem  hsTe  been  mordered  by  the 
them  out:"  and  lest  he  should  be  suspected  of  zemindars,  and  those  zenundars,  instead  of 
too  much  haste  to  alleviate  sufierings,  and  to  puniaiunent,  have  been  permitted  to  retaii 
remore  violence,  he  says, "  that  these  must  be     their  zemindaries,  with   independoit  autfio- 
gradiioUy  applied,  and  their  complete  ^ffed  rity ;  off  the  odier  zemindars  suffered  to  rise 
may  be  dittatd ;  and  this  I  conceive  it  at/  he  up  in  rebeOioQ,  and  to  insult  the  anthori^  of 
can  claim  of  right."  the  sircar,  without  any  attempt  made  to  snp- 
This  complete  effect  of  his  lenity  is  distant  press  them ;  and  the  company's  debt,  instetd 
indeed.    Rejecting  this  demand,  (as  he  calls  of  being  discharged  by  the  assignments  aad 
the  nabob's  abject  supplicatioo,)  he  attributes  it  extraordinary  sources  of  money  prorided  fiir 
as  he  usually  does  ali  things  of  the  kind,  to  the  that  pmpose,  it  Ukefy  to  exceed  even  the  ammd 
division  in  their  government ;  and  says,  "  this  at  which  it  etood  at  the  time  in  wkiek  Ae  »• 
is  a  powerful  motive  with  me  (however  inclined  rangement  tcith  his  exeeBene^  toot  vondrnded/* 
I  might  be,  i^xm  any  other  ocoawmf  to  yield  to  The  house  will  smile  at  the  lesumce  on  wfaieh 
some  part  of  his  demand)  to  give  them  an  the  directors  take  credit  as  such  a  certainty  m 
ah»ohde   and   unconditional   refusal  upon  the  dieir  curious  account, 
present ;  and  even  to  bring  to  punishment^  if        This  is  Mr.  Hastings's  own  narraliTe  of  the 
mf  in/btence  can  produce  that  iffecty  those  incen-  effects  of  his  own  settlement.    This  is  the 
duaies  who  have  endeavoured  to  makt  themsdves  state  of  the  country  whidi  we  have  beoi  told 
the  instruments  of  division  between  us"  is  in  perfect  peace  and  order;  and,  what  is 
Here,  Sir,  is  much  heat  and  passion ;  but  curious,  he  informs  us,  that  every  part  of  Aii 
no  more  consideration  of  the  distress  of  the  teas  foretold  to  him  in  the  order  andmannerin 
country,  from  a  fitiluro  of  the  means  of  sub-  tohich  it  happened^  at  the  very  time  he  made 
sistence,  and  (if  possible)  the  worse  evil  of  an  his  arrangement  of  men  and  measures, 
useless  and  licentious  soldiery,  than  if  they         The  invariable  course  c^  the  c(»npany's  po> 
were  the  most  contemptible  (^  all  trifles.    A  licy  is  this:  Either  they  set  up  some  prince 
letter  is  written  in  consequence,  in  such  a  too  odious  to  maintain  himself  without  the 
style  qI[  \o{\y  despotism,  as  I  believe  has  hi-  necessity  of  their  assistance  ;  or  diey  soon 
thcrto  been  unexampled  and  unheard-of  in  the  render  him  odious,  by  making  him  die  instnh 
records  of  the  East.    The  troops  were  con-  ment  q£  their  government.    In  that  case  troops 
tinued.    The  gradual  relief,  whose  effect  was  are  bountifully  sent  to  him  to  nuiiwtaiii  Ins 
to  be  so  distant^  has  never  been  substantially  and  authority.    That  he  should  have  no  want  of 
beneficially  applied — and  the  country  is  ruined,  assistance,  a  civil  gentleman,  called  a  resident, 
Mr.  Hastings,  two  years  after,  when  it  was  is  kept  at  his  court,  who,  under  pretence  of 
too  late,  saw  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  re-  providing  duly  for  the  pay  of  these  troops,  gets 
moval  of  the  intolerable   grievance  of  this  assignments  on  the  revenue  into  his  hands, 
licentious  soldiery,  which,  under  pretence  of  Under  his  provident  management,  ddiCs  soon 
defending  it,  held  the  country  under  military  accumulate ;  new  assignments  are  made  for 
execution.    A  new  treaty  and  arrangement,  these  debts;  until,  step  by  step,  the  whole 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Hastings,  revenue,  and  with  it  the  wh(de  power  of  Ae 
took  place ;  and  this  new  treaty  was  broken  country,  is  delivered  into  his  hands.     The 
in  the  old  manner,  in  every  essential  article,  military  do  not  behold  without  a  virtuous  emn- 
The  soldiery  were  again  sent,  and  again  set  lation  die  moderate  gains  of  the  civil  depart- 
loose.    The  effect  of  all  his  manoeuvres,  from  ment.    They  feel  that,  in  a  country  driven  to 
which  it  seems  he  was  sanguine  enough  to  habitual  rebellion  by  the  civil  government,  the 
entertain  hopes,  upon  the  state  of  the  country,  military  is  necessary ;  and  they  will  not  pe^ 
he  himself  informs  us,  "  the  event  has  proved  mit  their  services  to  go  unrewarded.    Tracts 
the  reverse  (£  his  hopes,  and  accumulation  of  of  country  are  delivered  over  to  their  dis- 
distress^  debasement,  and  dissatisfaction  to  the  cretion.     Then  it  is  found  proper  to  convert 
nabob,  and  disappointment  and  disgrace  to  me.  their   commanding  officers    into   fiirmers  of 
— Every  measure  [which  he  had  himself  pro-  revenue.     Thus  between  the  well  paid  civil, 
posed]  has  been  so  conducted  as  to  give  him  and  well  rewarded  military  establishment,  the 
cause  of  displeasure  ;  there  are  no  oflScers  situa'ion  of  the  natives  may  be  easily  coojeo* 
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tured.  The  authori^  of  the  regular  and  accuser  says,  "  Fyzoolah  Khan,  though  a  bad 
lawful  government  is  every  where  and  in  soldier,  [that  is  the  true  source  <^  his  misfor* 
every  point  extinguished.  Disorders  and  vio-  tune,]  has  approved  himself  a  good  aumil ; 
lences  arise ;  they  are  repressed  by  other  dis-  having,  it  is  supposed,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
orders  and  other  violences.  Wherever  the  col-  years,  at  least  doubled  the  population  and  re- 
lectors  of  the  revenue,  and  the  farming  colonels  venue  of  his  country." — In  another  part  of  the 
and  majors  move,  ruin  is  about  them,  rebellion  correspondence  he  is  charged  with  making  his 
before  and  behind  them.  The  people  in  crowds  countiy  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  peasants, 
fly  out  of  the  country ;  and  the  frontier  is  who  fly  from  the  territories  of  Oude.  The 
guarded  by  lines  of  troops,  not  to  exclude  an  improvement  of  his  revenue,  arising  from  this 
enemy,  but  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  in-  single  crime,  (which  Mr.  Hastings  considers 
habitants.  as  tantamount  to  treason,)  is  stated  at  an  hun- 

By  these  means,  in  the  course  df  not  more  dred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

than  four  or  five  years,  this  once  opulent  and  Dr.  Swifl  somewhere  says,  that  he  who 

flourishing  country,  which,  by  the  accounts  could  make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where 

given   in  the  Bengal  consultations,  yielded  but  one  grew  before,  was  a  greater  benefactor 

more  than  three  score  of  Sicca  rupees,  that  is,  to  the  human  race  Uian  all  the  politicians  that 

above  three  millions  sterling  annually,  is  re-  ever  existed.    This  prince,  who  would  have 

duced,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  in  a  matter  been  deified  by  antiquity,  who  would  have 

purposely  involved  in  the  utmost  perplexity,  to  been  ranked  with  Osiris,  and  Bacchus,  and 

less  than  one  million  three  hundred  thousand  Ceres,  and  the  divinities  most  propitious  to 

pounds,  and  that  exacted  by  every  mode  of  men,  was,  for  those  very  merits,  by  name  at> 

rigour  that  can  be  devised.    To  complete  the  tacked  by  the  company's  government,  as  a 

business,  most  of  the  wretched  remnants  of  this  cheat,  a  robber,  a  traitor.    In  the  same  breath 

revenue  are  mortgaged,  and  delivered  into  the  in  which  he  was  accused  as  a  rebel,  he  was 

hands  of  the  usurers  at  Benares  (for  there  ordered  at  once  to  furnish  5,000  horse.    On 

alone  are  to  be  found  some  lingering  remains  delay,  or  (according  to  the  technical  phrase, 

of  the  ancient  wealth  of  these  regions)  at  an  when  any  remonstrance  is  made  to  them)  ^^cn 

interest  of  near  thirty  per  cent,  per  annum,  evasion,"  he  was  declared  a  violator  of  trea- 

The  revenues  in  this  manner  failing,  they  ties,  and  every  thing  he  had  was  to  be  taken 

seized  upon  the  estates  of  every  person  of  from  him. — ^Not  one  word,  however,  of  horse 

eminence  in  the  country,  and  under  the  name  in  this  treaty. 

of  resunqttiony  confiscated  their  property.    I  The  territory  of  this  Fizulla  Kh^n,  Mr. 

wish,  Sir,  to  be  understood  universally  ai^  Speaker,  is  less  than  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

Uterally,  ^en  I  assert,  that  there  is  not  lefl  It  is  an  inland  country,  flill  seven  hundred 

one  man  of  property  and  substance  for  his  miles  from  any  sea-port,  and  not  dbtinguished 

rank,  in  the  whole  of  these  provinces,  in  pro-  for  any  one  considerable  branch  of  manu* 

▼inces  which  are  nearly  the  extent  of  England  facture  whatsoever.    From  this  territory  se- 

and  Wales  taken  together.    Not  one  land-  veral  very  considerable  sums  had  at  several 

hdder,  not  one  banker,  not  one  merchant,  not  times  been  paid  to  the  British  resident.    The 

one  even  of  those  who  usually  perish  last,  the  demand  of  cavalry,  without  a  shadow  or  de- 

ultimummoriena  in  a  ruined  state,  not  one  far-  cent  pretext  of  right,  amounted  to  three  hun- 

mer  of  revenue.  dred  thousand  a  year  more,  at  the  lowest 

One  country  for  a  while  remained,  which  computation ;  and  it  is  stated,  by  the  last 

stood  as  an  island  in  the  midst  of  the  grand  person  sent  to  negotiate,  as  a  demand  of  little 

waste  of  the  company's  dominion.    My  right  use,  if  it  could  be  complied  with ;  but  that  the 

honourable  friend,  in  his  admirable  speech  on  compliance  was  impossible,  as  it  amounted  to 

moving  the  bill,  just  touched  the  situation,  the  more  than  his  territories  could  supply,  if  there 

ofiences,  and  the  punishment  of  a  native  prince,  had  been  no  other  demand  upon  him — ^three 

called  Fizulla  Kb4n.    This  man,  by  policy  and  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year  from  an  in- 

fbrce,  had  protected  himself  from  the  general  land  country  not  so  large  as  Norfolk ! 

extirpation  of  the  Rohilla  chiefs.     He  was  The  thing  most  extraordinary  was  to  hear 

secured  (if  that  were  any  security)  by  a  treaty,  the  culprit  defend  himself  from  the  imputation 

It  was  stated  to  you,  as  it  was  stated  by  the  of  his  virtues,  as  if  they  had  been  the  blackest 

enemies  of  that  unfortunate  man — ''  that  the  offences.    He  extenuated  the  superiour  culti- 

whole  of  his  country  u  what  the  whole  country  vation  of  his  country.    He  denied  its  popula- 

of  the  Rohillas  uxis,  cultivated  like  a  garden,  tion.    He  endeavoured  to  prove  that  he  had 

wiihoat  one  neglected  spot  in  it." — Another  oflen  sent  back  the  poor  peasant  that  sought 
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dielter  with  him. — I  can  make  no  observation  tecured  by  treaty,  rested  the  sole  hope  of  their 

on  this.  existence.    But  the  company  wanted  money, 

Af^er  a  variety  of  extortions  and  vexations,  and  the  old  women  mtui  be  guilty  of  a  ploC 

too  fatiguing  to  you,  too  disgusting  to  me,  to  They  were  accused  of  rebelIi<Hi,  and  they  were 

go  through  with,  they  found  "  that  they  ought  convicted  of  wealth.    Twice  had  great  sums 

to  be  in  a   better  state  to  warrant  forcible  been  extorted  from  them,  and  as  often  had  tlie 

means;"   they  therefore  contented  themselves  British  faith  guaranteed   the  remainder.    A 

with  a  gross  sum  of  £.150,000  for  their  pre-  body  of  British  troops,  with  one  of  the  military 

sent  demand.     They  offered  him  indeed  an  farmers  general  at   their  head,   was  sent  to 

idemnity  from  their  exactions  in  future  for  three  seize  upon  the  castle  in  which  these  helpless 

hundred  thousand  pounds  fhore.    But  he  re-  women  resided.     Their  chief  eunochs,  who 

fijsed  to  buy  their  securities ;  pleading  (proba-  were  their  agents,  their  guardians,  protectory 

Uy  with  truth)  his  poverty :  but  if  the  plea  persons  of  high  rank  according  to  the  Eastern 

were  not  founded,  in  my  opinion  very  wisely ;  manners,  and  of  great  trast,  were  thrown  into 

not  choosing  to  deal  any  more  in  that  dange-  dungeons,  to  make  them  discover  their  faiddeo 

rous  commoidity  of  the  company's  faith ;  and  treasures ;  and  there  they  lie  at  {M^esent.    Th« 

thinking  it  better  to  oppose  distress  and  unar-  lands  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  ibe 

med  obstinacy  to  uncoloured  exaction,  than  to  women  were  sened  and  confiscated.    Their 

subject  himself  to  be  considered  as  a  cheat,  if  jewels  and  effects  were  taken,  and  set  iq>  to 

he  should  make  a  treaty  in  the  least  beneficial  a  pret^kled  aucticxi  in  an  obscure  place,  ind 

to  himself.  bought  at  such  a  price  as  the  g^itlemen  dMogltt 

.    Thus  they  executed  an  exemplary  punish-  proper  to  give.    No  account  has  ever  bees 

ment  on  Fizulla  Khkn  for  the  culture  of  his  transmitted  o£  the  articles  or  produce  of  this 

CQuntry.    But,  conscious  that  the  prevention  sale.    What  money  was  obtained  is  unknown, 

of  evils  is  the  great  object  of  all  good  regula-  or  what  terms  were  stipulated  for  the  mainten 

tion,  they  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  in-  nance  of  these  despoiled  and  fcM-Iom  creatures; 

creasing  that  criminal  cultivation  in  future,  by  for  by  some  particulars  it  appears  aa  if  a 

exhausting  his  coffers ;  and,  that  the  population  engagement  of  the  kind  was  made, 

of  his  country  should  no  more  be  a  standing  Let  me  here  remark,  once  fr>r  all,  that  tfaon^ 

reproach  and  libel  on  the  company's  govern-  the  act  of  1773  requires  that  an  account  erf"  all 

ment,  they  bound  him,  by  a  positive  engage-  proceedings  should  be  diligently  transmitted, 

ment,  not  to  afford  any  shelter  whatsoever  to  that  this  like  all  the  other  injunctions  c(  the 

the  farmers  and  labourers  who  should  seek  law,  is  totally  despised ;  and  that  half  at  least 

refuge  in  his  territories,  from  the  exactions  of  of  the  most  important  papers  are  intentionally 

the  British  residents  in  Oude.    When  they  withheM. 

had  done  all  this  effectually,  they  gave  him  a  I  wish  you,  Sir,  to  advert  particulariy,  io 

full  and  complete  acquittance  from  all  charges  this  transaction,  to  the  quality  and  the  nuuH 

of  rebellion,  or  of  any  intention  to  rebel,  or  of  hers  of  the  persons  spoiled,  and  the  instroment 

his  having  originally  had  any  interest  in,  or  any  by  whom  that  spoil  was  made.     These  tn- 

means  of  rebellion.  cient  matrons  called  the  Begums,  or  Princesses, 

These  intended  rebellions  are  one  of  the  were  of  the  first  birth  and  quality  in  India, 
company's  standing  resources.  When  money  the  one  mother,  the  other  wife,  of  the  late 
has  been  thought  to  be  heaped  up  any  where,  nabob  of  Oude,  Sujah  Dowlah,  a  prince  pos- 
its owners  are  universally  accused  of  rebellion,  sessed  of  extensive  and  flourishing  dominions, 
until  they  are  acquitted  of  their  money  and  and  the  second  man  in  the  Mogul  empire. 
their  treasons  at  once.  The  money  once  taken,  This  prince  (suspicious,  and  not  unjustly  sOs- 
all  accusation,  trial,  and  punishment  ends.  It  picious,  of  his  son  and  successor)  at  his  death 
is  so  settled  a  resource,  that  I  rather  wonder  committed  his  treasures  and  his  family  to  the 
how  it  comes  to  be  omitted  in  the  director's  British  faith.  That  family  and  household,  coo- 
aocount ;  but  I  take  it  for  granted  this  omission  sisted  of  two  thousand  women ;  to  which  were 
will  be  supplied  in  their  next  edition.  added  two  other  seraglios  of  near  kindred. 

The  company  stretched  this  resource  to  the  and  said  to  be  extremely  numerous,  and  (as  I 

fun  extent,  when  they  accused  two  old  women,  am  well  informed)  of  about  fbursccN^  of  the 

in  the  remotest  comer  of  India  (who  could  nabob's  children,  with  all  the  eunuchs,  the 

have  no  possible  view  or  motive  to  raise  dis-  ancient  servants,  and  a  multitude  of  the  depen* 

turbances)  of  being  engaged  in  rebellion,  with  dants  of  his  splendid  court.    These  were  all 

an  intent  to  drive  out  the  English  nation,  in  to  be  provided,  for  present  maintenance  and 

whose  protection,  purchased  by  money  and  future  establishment,  from  the  lands  aasigped 
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as  dower,  and  from  the  treasures  which  he  left  in  all  other  places.    The  reports  have  fully  in- 
to these  matrons,  in  trust  for  the  whole  family,  formed  you  of  the  means  and  of  the  terms  in 

So  far  as  to  the  objects  of  the  spoil.    The  in~  which  this  city  and  the  territory  called  Gazi- 

wbrumaU  chosen  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  despoil  the  pour,  of  which  it  was  the  head,  came  under 

relict  o(  Sujah  Dowlah  was  her  own  son,  the  the  sovereignty  of  the  East  India  Company, 

reigning  nabob  of  Oude.    It  was  the  pious  If  ever  there  was  a  subordinate  dominion 

hand  of  a  son  that  was  selected  to  tear  from  pleasantly  circumstanced  to  the  superiour  pow- 

his  mother  and  grandmother  the  provision  of  er,  it  was  this ;  a  large  rent  or  tribute,  to  the 

their  age,  the  maintenance  of  his  brethren,  and  amount  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 

%j€  all  the  ancient  household  of  his  father,  pounds  a  year,  was  paid  in  monthly  instaUnents 

[Here  a  laugh  from  some  young  members] —  with  the  punctualify  of  a  dividend  at  the  bank. 

The  laugh  is  aeamnuMej  and  the  occasion  de-  If  ever  there  was  a  prince  who  could  not  have 

cent  and  proper.  an  interest  in  disturbances,  it  was  its  sove- 

By  the  last  advices  something  of  the  sum  reign,  the  rajah  Cheit  Sing.    He  was  in  pos- 

eztorted  remained  unpaid.     The  women  in  session  of  the  capital  of  his  religion,  and  a 

despair  refused  to  deliver  more,  unless  their  willing  revenue  was  paid  by  the  devout  people 

lands  are  restored,  and  their  ministers  released  who  resorted  to  him  from  all  parts.    His  sov^ 

firom  prison:  but  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  council,  reignty  and  his  independence,  except  his  tri- 

steady  to  their  point,  and  consistent  to  the  last  bute,  was  secured  by  every  tie.     His  territory 

in  their  conduct,  write  to  the  resident  to  sti-  was  not  much  less  than  half  of  Ireland,  and 

mulate  the  son  to  accomplish  the  filial  acts  displayed  in  all  parts  a  degree  of  cultivation, 

be  had  brought  so  near  to  their  perfection,  ease,  and  plenty,  under  his  frugal  and  paternal 

**  We  desire,"  say  they  in  their  letter  to  the  management,  which  left  him  nothing  to  desire, 

resident,  (written  so  late  as  March  last,)  "  that  either  for  honour  or  satisfaction. 

yoa  win  inform  us  if  any,  and  what  means.  This  was  the  light  in  which  this  country 

have  been  taken  for  recovering  the  balance  due  appeared  to  almost  every  eye.    But  Mr.  Has- 

firom  the  Begum  [Prmcess]  at  Fizabad ;  and  tings  beheld  it  askance.    Mr.  Hastings  tells  us 

that,  if  necessary,  you  recommend  it  to  the  that  it  was  reportoi  of  tliis  Cheit  Sing,  that  his 

rizier  to  enforce  the  most  ^ectual  means  for  father  left  him  a  million  sterling,  and  that  he 

that  purpose.'*  made  annual  accessions  to  the  hoard.    No- 

What  their  effectual  means  of  enforcing  thing  could  be  so  obnoxious  to  indigent  power, 

demands  on  women  of  high  rank  and  condi-  So  much  wealth  could  not  be  innocent.     The 

tion  are,  I  shall  shew  you^  Sir,  in  a  few  house  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  unfounded 

minutes ;  when  I  represent  to  you  another  of  and  unjust  requisitions  which  were  made  upon 

these  plots  and  rebellions,  which  always,  in  this  prince.    The  question  has  been  most  ably 

India,  tiiough  so  rarely  any  where  else,  are  the  and  conclusively  cleared  up  in  one  of  the  re- 

off^>ring  of  an  easy  condition,  and  hoarded  ports  of  the  select  committee,  and  in  an  answer 

riches.  of  the  court  of  directors  to  an  extraordinary 

Benares  is  the  capital  city  of  the  Indian  publication  against  them  by  their  servant,  Mr. 
religi<Hi.  It  is  regarded  as  holy  by  a  particu-  Hastings.  But  I  mean  to  pass  by  these  ex- 
lar  and  distinguished  sanctity ;  and  the  Gentoos  actions,  as  if  they  wore  perfectly  just  and  regu- 
in  general  &ink  themselves  as  much  obliged  to  lar ;  and,  having  admitted  them,  I  take  what  I 
visit  it  once  in  their  lives  as  the  Mahometans  shall  now  trouble  you  with,  only  as  it  serves  to 
to  perform  their  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  By  shew  the  spirit  of  the  company's  government, 
this  means  diat  city  grew  great  in  commerce  the  mode  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  the 
and  opulence ;  and  so  efiectually  was  it  se-  maxims  on  which  it  proceeds. 
cured  by  the  pious  veneration  of  that  peo-  Mr.  Hastings,  from  whom  I  take  the  doctrine, 
pie,  that  in  all  wars  and  in  all  violences  of  endeavours  to  prove  that  Cheit  Sing  was  no 
power,  there  was  so  sure  an  asylum,  both  for  sovereign  prince  ;  but  a  mere  zemindar  or  coin- 
poverty  and  wealth,  (as  it  were  under  a  divine  mon  subject,  holding  land  by  rent.  If  this  be 
protection,)  that  the  wisest  laws  and  best  as-  granted  to  him,  it  is  next  to  be  seen  under  what 
sured  free  constitution  could  not  better  provide  terms  he  is  of  opinion  such  a  landholder,  that 
for  the  relief  of  the  one,  or  the  safety  of  the  is  a  British  subject,  holds  his  life  and  property 
other ;  and  this  tranquillity  influenced  to  the  under  the  company's  government.  It  is  pro- 
greatest  degree  the  prosperity  of  all  the  coiin-  per  to  understand  well  the  doctrines  of  the 
try,  and  the  territory  of  which  it  was  the  capi-  person  whose  administration  has  lately  re- 
Cid.  The  interest  of  money  ihere  was  not  ceived  such  distinguished  approbation  from 
more  than  half  the  usual  rate  hi  which  it  stood  the   company.    His   doctrine  is— <<  that  the 
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oumpwiT,  or  ibt  /irw  ^tiiyiigi  ^  if.  boUi 
«n  d^«<«lc  anthontv  o««r  »ucb 
thftt  he  (wcfa  a  mJufKX]  owei  4 
ttiiravrwid  obedfivae  to  its  waatarr.j.  a.t  dte 
Jvft^mrt  vmtk  f£  \aa  kft  and  pvipvty,  at  tha 
I»i«rBETfoir  of  tbcM^  WHO  beM  «r  /«i^ 
•rniefi  th«  ■or«:fviea  autboritT  >— and  Uai ; 
rii^ti  ar«/«0y  <Meffated  l»  Am  Mr.  Ha^infi" 

Huch  M  a  British  goreriKiar'a  idea  of  dM 
mndttitm  of  a  freat  semindar  holdiof  aodera 
fJritinh  auUioritT :  and  this  kiod  of  auihorinr  ba 

aufi|ioan  fully  delegatad  to  kim;   ibon^   no  ^^"V  <> 
■uch  delfrgatioa  affwars  in  any 

irwtructioo,  or  act  of  parliameoL    At  his  dis-  this,  il  is  ■» 

cTe6o*i  he  may  demand,  of  the  sulwiaooe  of  and  his 

any  zemindar  orer  and  abore  his  rent  or  tri-  and  the 
buie,  even  what  he  pleases,  with  a  soveieiga 

authority ;  and  if  he  does  not  yield  an  iaqtbai  aitobgy.    *^  TW 

unre$frved  obedience  to  all  his  oommands,  ba  a  Irngt  ptamimy  maJetJ*    The  nst>hiii«  "H 

fiirfirits  his  lands,  his  life,  and  his  property,  at  dram  Jnm  km  gtmU  dm  mcbbb  ^  vJSrf  ifit 

Mr.  lUstini^'s  dtserKion.    But,  eztraTaganC,  cssy mjf's  Sitnmm."    HisdelcnMBBliaB''to 

and  «!vra  frantic  as  these  positioof  appear,  they  laakehiai^iiirlvgc^fcr  his  pardon,  oris  ei» 

are  Ims  so  than  what  I  shall  now  read  to  you ;  cute  asevere  if^yanri  tar  past  deHnfaei^.* 

f'lr  lie  asscnls,  that  if  any  one  should  urge  an  That  "te  his  wmkk  wmM  gna^  and  d»«ai^ 

exfffnptirjn  from  more  than  a  stated  payment,  fo^»  asigmiies  pressa^  be  diCNf^  it  a 

or  slviuld  consider  tlie  deeds,  which  passed  be-  measure  of  justice  and  policy  to  enct  froa 

twefin  him  and  the  board,  "  as  bearing  <Ae  him  a  large  peamiary  mnlrt  fcr  Iher  nStfP 

quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  between  equal  — '*  The  sum    (says  Mr.   Wheler,  besnsg 

stales,"  he  says,  "  tluU  such  an  opinion  is  it-  evidence,  at  his  desire,  to  his  inlmrinnB)  is 

self  nrimtnal  to  the  state  of  which  be  is  a  sub-  which  the  goremoor  dedared  his  n  siiiiiiin  to 

ject ;  and  that  he  was  himself  amenable  to  its  extend  his  6ne,  was  fixty  or  fifty  lacB|  AsC  it 

justice,  if  ho  gave  eoimtenanoe  to  such  a  bdief"  four  or  fax  humdnd  Aammmd  potrndM ;  sad  dat 

f  iere  is  a  new  speoius  rjf  crime  invented,  that  if  he  refiised,  he  was  to  be  lemoired  frost  kit 

of  csnitenancing  a  belief^— but  a  belief  of  what?  zemindary  entirely;  or  fay  taking  poflsessini  flf 

A  lieliof  of  tliat  which  the  court  of  directors,  his  forts,  to  obtain,  out  ijfAe  inature  dtfOtUA 

Ilastini^s  mutcrs,  and  a  commitee  of  this  in  iAem,  die  above  sum  for  die  oompaay." 

Ikmiso,  have  d'!cid<>d  as  diis  prince's  iodisputa-  Crimes  so  convenient,  crimes  so  pofitic, 

bio  riglit.  crimes  so  necessary,  crimes  so  aOeviatiag  flf 

Hut  supposing  the  rajah  of  Benares  to  be  a  distress,  can  never  be  wanting  to  those  ivko 

mrro  subject,  and  that  subject  a  criminal  of  use  no  process,  and  who  produce  do  prooft. 

the  highest  form ;  let  us  see  what  course  was  But  there  is  another  serious  part  (wfait  is 

taknri  by  an  u|nright English  magistrate.    Did  not  so?)  in  this  affidr.    Let  us  suppose  diit 

lie  citn  this  culprit  before  his  tribunal?    Did  die  power,  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  oooteodB, 

hn  niako  a  charge  7  Did  he  produce  witnesses  ?  a  power  Wiich  no  sovereign  ever  did,  or  ever 

Thns<5  are  not  forms ;  they  are  parts  q£  sub-  can  vest  in  any  of  hit  subjects,  namely,  his  own 

stantial  and  ntumal  justice.    No,  not  a  word  sovereign  authori^,  to  be  conveyed  by  the 

of  all  this,  Mr.  Hastings  concludes  him,  in  hit  act  of  parliament  to  any  man  or  body  cX  meo 

mim  mintlf  to  bo  guilty;  he  makes  this  condu-  whatsoever;  it  certainly  was  never  given  to 

sioti  on  ro[iorts,  on  hearsays,  on  appearances,  Mr.  Hastings.    The  powers  givan  by  the  id 

on  nimoum,  on  conjectures,  on  presumptions;  of  1773  were  formal  and  official;  diey  wers 

ami  even  those  never  once  hintoid  to  the  party,  given  not  to  the  govemour  general,  bat  to  dia 

nor  publicly  to  any  human  being,  till  tho  whole  major  vote  of  the  board,  as  a  board,  on  dt»* 

biutinoNs  was  donu.  cussion  among  themselves,  in   their  public 

Hut  tho  govomour  tolls  you  his  motive  for  character  and  capaci^;  and  their  acts  in  dttt 

this  extraodinary  proceeding,  so  contrary  to  character  and  capacity  were  to  be  ascertained 

•very  mode  of  justice  towards  either  a  prince  by  records  and  minutes  of  council.    The  des- 

w  a  subject,  fairly  and  without  disguise ;  and  potlc  acts  exercbed  by  Mr.  Hastings  were 

ho  puts  into  your  hands  die  key  of  his  whole  done  merely  in  his  priwde  character;  and,  if 
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they  had  been  moderate  and  just,  would  still  viUain,  called  Ussaum  Sing,  kept  as  a  hawk  in 

Im  the  acts  of  an  usurped  authority,  and  with-  a  mew,  to  fly  upon  this  nation,  was  set  up  to 

cut  any  one  of  the  legal  modes  of  proceeding  govern  there,  instead  of  a  prince  honoured  Mid 

wfaidi  couki  give  him  competence  for  the  most  beloved.    But  when  the  business  of  insult  was 

trirtal  exertion  of  power.    There  was  no  pro-  accomplished,  the  revenue  was  too  serious  a 

pontian  or  deliberation  whatsoever  in  council,  concern  to  be  entrusted  to  such  hands.    Aao- 

Do  minute  on  record,  by  circulation  or  otherwise,  ther  was  set  up  in  his  place,  as  guanlian  to  an 

to  authorize  his  proceedings.  No  delegation  of  infant. 

power  to  impose  a  fine,  or  to  take  any  step  to  But  here.  Sir,  mark  the  effect  of  all  these 

deprive  the  rajah  of  Benares  of  his  government,  extraordinary  means,  of  all  this  policy  and  ius- 

his  property,  or  his  liberty.    The  mmutes  of  tice.    The  revenues  which  had  been  hitherto 

eoondtation  assign  to  his  journey  a  totally  dif-  paid  with  such  astonishing  punctuality,  fell  mto 

ftrent  object,   duty,  and   destination.     Mr.  arrear.    The  new  prince  guardian  was  de- 

Wheler,  at  his  desire,  tells  us  long  after,  that  posed  without  ceremony;  and  with  as  little, 

he  had  a  confidential  conversation  with  him  on  cast  into  prison.  The  government  of  that  once 

Tarions  subjects,  of  which  this  was  the  prin-  happy  country  has  been  in  the  utmost  con- 

cqial,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  notified  to  him  fusion  ever  since  such  good  oitler  was  taken 

hki  Mcret  intenti<nis ; "  and  that  he  bespoke  his  about  it.     But,  to  complete  Ae  contumely 

npport  of  the  measures  which  he  intended  to  offered  to  this  undone  people,  and  to  make 

pursue  towards  him,  (the  rajah.)''    This  con-  them  feel  their  servitude  in  all  its  degradation, 

fidential  discourse,  and  bespeaJang  of  support,  and  all  its  bitterness,  the  government  of  their 

oooki  give  him  no  power,  in  opposition  to  an  sacred  city,  the  government  of  that  Benares 

express  act  of  parliament,  and  the  whole  tenour  which  had  been  so  respected  by  Persian  and 

of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  Tartar  conquerours,  though  of  the  Mussulman 

In  what  manner  the  powers  thus  usurped  persuasion,  that,  even  in  the  {^enitude  of  Aeir 

were  employed,  is  known  to  the  whole  world,  pride,  power  and  bigotry,   no  magistrate  of 

All  the  house  knows,  that  the  design  on  the  that  sect  entered  the  place,  was  now  delivered 

i^ah  proved  as  unfruitful  as  it  was  violent,  over  by  English  hands  to  a  Mahometan ;  and 

The  unhappy  prince  was  expelled,  and  his  an  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan  was  introduced,  under 

more  unhappy   country  was    enslaved    and  the  company's  authority,  with  power  of  life 

ruined ;  but  not  a  rupee  was  acquired.    In-  and  death,  into  the  sanctuary  of  Uie  Gentoo 

stead  of  a  treasure  to  recruit  the  company's  religion. 

finances,  wasted  by  their  wanton  wars  and  After  this,  the  taking  off  a  slight  payment, 

corrupt  jobs,  they  were  plunged  into  a  new  cheerfully  made  by  pilgrims  to  a  chief  of  their 

war  which  shook  their  power  in  India  to  its  own  rites,  was  represented  as  a  mighty  benefit, 

foundation ;  and,  to  use  the  govemour's  own  It  remains  only  to  shew,  through  the  conduct 

happy  simile,  might  have  dissolved  it  like  a  in  this  business,  the  spirit  of  the  company's 

magic  structure,  if  the  talisman  had  been  government,  and  the  respect  they  pay  towards 

broken.  other  prejudices  not  less  regarded  in  the  east 

But  the  success  is  no  part  of  my  considera-  than  those  of  religion ;  I  mean  the  reverence  paia 

tion,  who  shouki  Uiink  just  the  same  of  this  to  the  female  sex  in  general,  and  particularly 

business,  if  the  spoil  of  one  rajah  had  been  to  women  of  high  rank  and  condition.    During 

fiiily  acquired,  and  faithfully  applied  to  the  the  general  confusion  of  the  country  of  Grazy- 

destruction  of  twenty  other  rajahs.    Not  only  pore,  Panna,  the  mother  of  Cheit  Sing,  was 

die  arrert  of  the  rajah  in  his  palace  was  un-  lodged  with  her  train  in  a  castle  called  Bidge 

necessary  and  unwarrantable,  and  calculated  Gur,  in  which  were  likewise  deposited  a  large 

to  stir  up  any  manly  blood  which  remained  in  portion  of  the  treasures  of  her  son,  or  more 

his  subjects ;  but  die  despotic  style,  and  the  probably  her  own.    To  whomsoever  they  be- 

extreme  inedence  of  language  and  demeanour,  longed  was  indifferent  *,  for  though  no  charge  of 

used  to  a  person  o£  great  condition  among  the  rebellion  was  made  on  this  woman  (which  was 

politest  people  in  the  world,  was  intolerable,  rather  singular,  as  it  would  have  cost  nothing) 

Nothing  aggravates  tyranny  so  much  as  con-  they  were  resolved  to  secure  her  with  her 

tumely.    Quicquid  superbia  in  coniumelus  was  fortune.    The  castle  was  besieged  by  Mt^or 

duu^ed  by  a  great  man  of  antiquity,  as  a  prin-  Popham. 

cipal  head  of  offence  against  the  governour  There  was  no  great  reason  to  apprehend 

general  of  that  day.     The  unhappy  people  that  soldiers  ill  paidj  that  soldiers  who  thought 

were  still  more  imailted.    A  relation,  but  an  they  had  been  defi'auded  of  their  plunder  on 

to  the  family,  a  notorious  robber  and  former  services  of  the  same  kind,  wouM  not 
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have  been  mfficientW   attenti\-«  to  th«  q>oil  delmy  it  beyond  the  term  of  twentf-finrhMn 

thev  wrr«  etpr«»Iy  ctW  f«)r ;  Iwt  the  gallantry  it  is  ivry  potitine  injunctioo,  that  yon  imm* 

and  KenenMitT  of  the  profeiuiun  was  justly  mm-  diately  put  a  stop  to  any  further  interoonn*  « 

peeled,  as  beiing  likely  to  set  bounds  to  military  negotiation  with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  mm 

rapaciousness.    The'coin(>any's  6rst  civil  ma-  iu    If  she  disappoints  or  tr\fiea  with  ms,  ifk« 

gistrate  discovered  the  greatest  uneasiness  lest  I  have  subjected  my  duan  to  the  disgiMitf 

lh«  women  should  have  any  thing  preserved  to  returning  ineffectually,  and  of  course  mpfXtt 

them.    Terms,  tending  to  put  some  restraint  discredit,  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  woMkm  dtal 

on  nuliiary  violence,  were  granted.   He  vnitea  and  indignity  vthieh  I  em  never  fargim;  m 

a  letter  to  Mr.  Popham,  referring  to  some  will  I  grant  her  of^  conditionB  wfaateTCr,lrt 

letter  wrinen  before  to  the  same  effect,  which  leave  her  exposed  to  Hum  dangers  whiekd* 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  ;  but  it  shews  has  chosen  to  risk,  rather  than  trust  to  Ai 

his  anxiety  on  Lhis  subject.    Hear  himself  .^—  clemency  and  generosity  of  our  govenoMll. 

**  I  think  eivry  demand  she  has  made  on  you,  I  think  she  cannot  be  ignorant  of  these  o(a» 

except  that  of  safety  and  respect  to  her  person,  quences,  and  will  not  venture  to  incnr  tkn; 

is  unreasonable.    If  the  reports  brought  to  me  and  it  is  for  this  reason  I  place  a  dependiiei 

are  true,  your  rejecting  her  offers,  or  any  ne-  on  her  offers,  and  have  consented  to  send  ay 

fotfatioM,  would  soon  obtain  you  the  fort  upon  duan  to  her.**     The  dreadful  secret  hintad  H 

your  own  terms.   I  apprehend  she  vk  iU  attempt  by  the  merciful  govemour  in  the  latter  put  tf 

to  d^frmd  the  captora  of  a  comsiiUnbU  part  of  the  letter,  is  well  understood  in  India;  ^hcci 

their  booty,  by  being  niffered  to  retire  without  those  who  suffer  corporeal  indignities,  geaeniy 

eraaimaiKm.    But  this  is  your  concern,  not  expiate  the  offences  of  others  with  their  o«i 

mine.    I  should  be  very  tony  that  your  officers  blood.    However,  in  spite   of  all  these,  thi 

and  soUiers  lost  any  part  of  the  reward  to  temper  of  the  military  did,  some  way  or  odier, 

which  they  are  so  well  entitled ;  but  you  must  operate.    They  came  to  terms  which  hm 

be  the  best  judge  of  the  protmted  indulgence  never  been  transmitted.    It  appears  diat  a 

to  the  ranny :  what  you  have  engaged  for  I  will  fifteenth  per  cent,  of  the  plunder  was  reserred 

certainly  ratify  ;  but  as  to  suffering  the  ranny  to  the  captives,  of  which  the  unhappy  mother 

to  hoki  the  purgtmna  of  Hurlich,  or  any  other  of  the  prince  of  Benares  was  to  have  a  dMrt. 

zemindary,  without  being  subject  to  the  autho-  This   ancient  matron,  bom   to  better  thingi 

rity  of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  vohat^peoer,  [a  laugh  firom  certain  young  gentlemen]— I  tec 

or  indeed  making  any  condition  with  her  for  a  no  cause  for  this  mirth.     A  good  audior  of 

pttn^aion,  I  will  never  conaentJ*  antiquity  reckons  among  the  calamities  of  hit 

Hero  your  goveraour  stimulates  a  rapacious  time.    NdnHstifnarwn  fbaninarum  esiba  d 

and  licentious  sokiiery  to  the  personal  search  fugae.    I  say,  Sir,  this  ancient  lady  was  coa- 

of  women,  lest  these  imhappy  creatures  shoukl  pelled  to  quit  her  house  with  three  honihed 

avail  themselves  of  the  fNrotection  of  their  sex  to  helpless  women,  and  a  multitude  of  diiUreo  n 

secure  any  supply  for  their  necessities ;  and  he  her  train ;  but  the  lower  sort  in  the  camp  it 

positively  orders  that  no  stipulation  should  be  seems  couki  not  be  restrained.     They  did  not 

made  for  any  provision  for  them.    The  widow  forget  the  good  lessons  of  the  gowemour  goieraL 

and  mother  of  a  prince,  well  informed  of  her  They  were  unwilling  <*  to  be  defrauded  of  a 

miserable  situation,  and  the  cause  d[  it,  a  considerable  part  of  their  booty,  by  sufferiof 

woman  of  this  rank  became  a  suppliant  to  the  them  to  pass  without  examination.**— They 

domestic  servant  oS  Mr.  Hastings,  (they  are  examined  them,  Sir,  with  a  vengeance,  and 

his  own  words  that  I  read ;)  "  imploring  his  the  sacred  protection  of  that  awful  character, 

intercession,  that  she  may  be  relievedyrom  the  Mr.  Hasting8*s  maitre  d*hotel,  could  not  secure 

hardshipe  and  dangers  qfher  preaewt  ntuatian;  them  from  insult  and  plunder.    Here  is  Pofh 

and  offering  to  surrender  the  fort,  and   the  ham*s  narrative  oi  the  affidr : — "  The  ranny 

treaeure  and  vtducAle  ^ffeds  contained  in  it,  came  out  of  the  fort,  with  her  &mily  and  d^ 

provided  she  can  be  assured  of  safety  and  pro-  pendants,  the  lOth  at  night,  owing  to  vrhich 

tedion  to  her  person  and  honour,  and  to  that  of  sudi  attention  was  not  paid  to  her  as  I  wished; 

her  family  and  attendants.*'    He  is  so  good  as  and  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  inform  you,  that 

to  consent  to  this,  provided  she  surrenders  the  licentiousness  of  wcr  foiUowers  was  beyond 

every  thing  of  value,  with  the  reserve  oni^  of  the  bounds  of  corUroul;  for,  notwithstanding 

such  articles  as  you  shall  think  necessary  to  aU  I  could  do,  her  people  were  plundered  on  At 

her  ccMxIition,  or  as  you  yourself  ^all  be  dis-  road  qf  most  qf  the  things  whitA  they  brought 

posed  to  indulge  her  with. — But  should  she  out  of  the  fort,  by  which  means  one  of  Vie  orA- 

refuse  to  execute  the  promise  she  has  made,  or  ties  ofsuBrrender  has  been  mudi  infringed.  The 
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I  have  felt  upon  this  occasion  caimot     already  display,  the  same  appearances  with 

-  hm  6!xpres8ed,  and  can  only  be  allayed  by  a  firm     those  countries   and  cities  which  are  under 
JfmSonnaaoe  oithe  other  articles  of  the  treaty,     better  subjection.    A  great  master,  Mr.  Has-^ 

-  which  I  shall  make  it  my  business  to  enforce.       tings,  has  himself  been  at  the  pains  of  draW' 
•*  The  suspicions  which  the  officers  had  of     ing  a  picture  of  one  of  these  countries,  I  mean 

Mpy,  and  the  delay  made  to  our  getting     the  province  and  city  of  Farruckabad.     There 
»OD,  had  enraged  them,  as  well  as  the     is  no  reason  to  question  his  knowledge  of  the 
so  much,  that  the  treaty  was  at  first  re-     fiicts ;  and  his  authority  (on  this  point  at  least) 
•iMded  as  void,  but  this  determination  was     is  above  all  exception,  as  well  for  the  state  of 

'Smb  suooeeded  by  pity  and  compassion  for  the  the  country  as  for  the  cause.    In  his  minute 

tuiia,te  besieged." — ^After  this  comes,  in  of  consultation,  Mr.  Hastings  describes  forci- 

due  order,  Mr.  Hastings  ;  who  is  full  of  bly  the  consequences  which  arise  from  the  de- 

nw  and  indignation,  &c.  &c.  &c.  according  gradation  into  which  we  have  sunk  the  native 

iv  the  best  and  most  authentic  precedents  esta-  government.    "  The  total  want  (says  he)  of 

IKihed  upon  such  occasions.  all  order,  regularity,  or  authcM-ity,  in  his  (the 

The  women  being  thus  disposed  of,  that  is,  nabob  of  Farruckabad's)  government,  and  to 

ipletely   despoiled,   and   pathetically   la-  which,  among  other  obvious  causes,  it  may 

m1,  Mr.  Haistings  at  length  recollected  the  no  doubt  be  owing  that  the  country  of  Fai^ 

direct  of  his  enterprise,  which,  during  ruckabad  is  become  almost  cm  entire  toaste, 

zeal  lest  the  officers  and  soldiers  should  wWumt  cultivation  or  inhabitanta;  that  the  capi- 

any  part  of  their  reward,  he  seems  to  have  tal,  which,  but  a  very  short  time  ago,  was  dis- 

that  is  to  say,  "  to  draw  from  the  ra-  tinguished  as  one  of  the  most  popubus  and 

jab's  guilt  the  means  ofreliefto  the  company's  q)ulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindostan,  at 

distresses.''    This  was  to  be  the  strong  hold  present  exhibits  nothing  but  scenes  of  the  most 

<f  his  defence.    This  compassion  to  the  com-  toretched  poverty  ^  deaokUunif  and  misery ;  and 

jpsoy,  he  knew  by  experience  would  sanctify  a  that  the  na6o6  himsdf,  though  in  the  possession 

^eat  deal  of  rigour  towards  the  natives.    But  of  a  tract  of  country  which,  with  only  common 

ihe  military  had  distresses  of  their  own,  which  care,  is  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an  an- 

fteyeoosidered  first.    Neither  Mr.  Hastings's  nual  revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty  lacs, 

■ndiority,  nor  his  supplications,  could  prevail  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,)  with 

sn  tfiem  to  assign  a  shilling  to  the  claim  he  no  military  establishment  to  maintain,  scarcely 

made  on  the  part  of  the  company.    They  di-  commands  the  means  of  a  bare  subsistence. 
Tided  the  booty  among  themselves.     Driven         This  is  a  true  and  unexaggerated  picture, 

from  his  claim,  he  was  reduced  to  petition  for  not  only  of  Farruckabad,  but  of  at  least  three 

the  spoil  as  a  loan.     But  the  soldiers  were  fourths  of  the  country  which  we  possess,  or 

too  wise  to  venture  as  a  loan,  what  the  bor-  rather  lay  waste,  in  India.    Now,  Sir,  the 

rower  claimed  as  a  right.    In  defiance  of  all  house  will  be  desirous  to  know  for  what  pur- 

•nthori^i  they  shared  amcmg  themselves  about  pose  this  picture  was  drawn.    It  was  for  a 

two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  besides  purpose,  I  will  not  say  laudable,  but  neces- 

what  had  been  taken  from  the  women.  sary,  that  of  taking  the  unfwtunate  prince  and 

In  all  this  there  is  nothing  wonderfiil.    We  his  country  out  of  the  hands  of  a  sequestrator 

may  rest  assured,  that  when  the  maxims  of  sent  thither  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  the  mortal 

any  government  establish  among  its  resources  enemy  of  the  prince  thus  ruined ,  and  to  [H'otect 

extraordinary  means,  and  those  exerted  with  him  by  means  of  a  British  resident,  who  might 

a  strong  hand,  that  strong  hand  will  provide  carry  his  complaints  to  the  superiour  resident 

diose  extraordinary  means  for  itee^.    Whether  at  Oude,  or  transmit  them  to  Calcutta.    But 

the  soUiers  had  reascm  or  not  (perhaps  much  mark  how  the  reformer  persisted  in  his  refoiw 

might  be  said  for  them)  certain  it  is,  the  mili-  mation.    The  effect  of  the  measure  was  better 

tary  discipline  of  India  was  ruined  from  that  than  was  probably  expected.    The  prince  be- 

noment ;  and  the  same  rage  for  plunder,  the  gan  to  be  at  ease ;  the  country  began  to  reco- 

•ame  contempt  of  subordination,  which  blasted  ver ;  and  the  revenue  began  to  be  collected, 

all  the  hopes  of  extraordinary  means  from  your  These  were  alarming  circuunstances.     Mr. 

strong  haiMl  at  Benares,  have  very  lately  lost  Hastings  not  only  recalled  the  resident,  but  he 

yoQ  an  army  in  Mjrsore.     This  is  visible  entered  into  a  formal  stipulation  with  the  na- 

cnoogh  from  the  accounts  in  the  last  Grazette.  bob  of  Oude,  never  to  send  an  English  subject 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  country  and  again  to  Farruckabad ;  and  thus  the  country, 

aity  of  Benares,  now  brought  into  the  same  described  as  you  have  heard  by  Mr.  Hastings, 

order,  will  very  soon  exhibit,  if  it  does  not  is  given  i^>  for  ever  to  the  very  persons  to  whmn 


110  S|»S£CH  ON  MR.  FOX'9  EAST  INDIA  VXUm 

b»h»dittrihnti>d  if  win,  that  M,  to  tb>  Sean-  gkn.  In  that  country,  d»eiQpiitaro,11iebaDiil7 

wab  or  pequestralors  of  the  nabob  of  Oude.  of  Hea^eni  is  given  but  at  a  certain  seasoo. 

Such  waa  the  issue  of  the  first  attempt  to  Before  the  era  of  our  in0u«K:e,  the  indosiry 

relieTO  the  distresses  of  the  dependent  pro-  of  man  carefiiUy  hu^Nuided  that  gift  of  God. 

vinoes.    I  shall  dose  what  I  ha?e  to  say  <m  The  Gentoos  presonred)  with  a  provident  and 

the  condition  of  the  northern  dependencies,  religiow  care,  the  precious  deposit  of  the  pe- 

with  the  effect  of  the  last  of  these  attempts,  ruxtical  rain  in  reservoirs,  many  of  them  works 

Tou  willreooUect,  Sir,  the  account  I  have  not  of  royal  grandeur;  «nd  firom  these,  as  occasion 

long  ago  stated  to  you  as  given  by  Mr.  Has-  demanded,  thsy  fructified  the  whole  country, 

tings,  of  the  ruined  condition  of  the  destroyer  To  npaintain  these  reservoirs,  and  to  keep  up 

of  others,  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  recall,  an  annual  advance  to  the  cidtivatois,  for  wed 

ia  consequence,  of  Hanaay,  Middleton,  and  and  cattle,  formed  a  priiicipal  olgect  of  the 

Johnson.    When  the  first  little  sudden  gost  of  piety  aodpoUpy  of  the  priests  ami  ruleis  oftbe 

passion  against  these  gentlemen  was  spent,  the  GicatOQ  religion. 

aeatimwts  of  old  friMidship  began  to  revive.  This  object  required  a  command  of  mooey ; 
Some  healing  conferences  were  held  between  and  there  was  no  poUam,  or  castle,  which  in 
them  and  the  superiour  government.  Mr.  the  haiippy  days  of  the  Carnatic  was  without 
Hannay  was  permitted  to  return  to  Oude ;  but  some  hourd  of  treasure,  by  which  &e  gover- 
death  prevented  the  fiirUier  advantages  m-  nours  were  enabled  to  ccmdwt  wiUi  theinegu- 
toaded  for  him,  and  the  future  benefits  pro-  larity  of  the  seasons,  and  to  resist  or  to  bay 
posed  for  the  cotmtry  by  the  provident  care  off  the  invasimi  of  an  es^my.  In  all  the  cities 
<^  the  council  general.  were  nudtitudes  of  merchants  and  bankerK,  for 
One  of  these  gentlemen  was  accused  of  the  alloccastons  of  nKMnied  assistance ;  and  on  the 
grossest  peculations.  Two  of  them  by  Mr.  other  band,  the  native  princes  wore  in  con- 
Hastinp  himself,  of  what  he  considered  as  ditioa  to  obtain  credit  from  them.  The  maim- 
very  gross  offences.  The  court  cf  directors  facturer  was  paid  by  the  return  of  commodities, 
were  informed,  by  the  govemour-general  and  or  by  imported  money,  and  not,  as  at  {Hreseot, 
council,  that  a  severe  inquiry  would  be  instk-  in  the  taxes  that  had  been  originally  exacted 
tuted  against  the  two  survivws;  and  they  r^  fixm  his  industry.  In  aid  of  casual  distress, 
quested  that  court  to  suspend  its  judgmMit,and  the  country  was  full  of  choukries,  which  woe 
to  wait  the  event  of  their  proceedings.  A  mock  inns  and  hospitals,  where  the  traveller  and  the 
inquiry  has  been  instituted,  by  which  the  pu^  poor  were  relieved.  All  ranks  of  people  had 
ties  could  not  be  said  to  be  either  acquitted  or  their  place  in  the  public  concern,  and  their 
condemned.  By  means  of  the  bland  and  ooih  share  ia  die  common  stock  and  coimnon  pros- 
ciliatory  dispositions  of  the  charter  governours,  perity;  but  the  chtaiered  rights  ^  nen,  and 
and  proper  private  explanations,  the  public  in-  the  right  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  set 
quiry  has  in  effect  died  away ;  the  supposed  up  in  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  introduced  a  new 
peculators  and  destroyers  of  Oude  repose  in  system.  It  was  their  ipdiicy  to  consider  hoards 
all  security  in  the  bosoms  of  their  accusers;  of  money  as  crimes;  to  regard  moderate  rents 
whilst  others  succeed  to  them  to  be  instructed  as  frauds  on  the  sovereign;  and  to  view,  in 
by  their  example.  the  lessw  princes,  any  claim  of  exemption  from 
.  It  is  oaHy  to  oonofilete  the  view  I  proposed  mora  than  settled  tribute,  as  an  act  of  rebelr 
of  the  conduct  of  the  company,  with  regard  to  lion.  Accordingly  aU  the  castles  were,  one 
the  dependent  provinces,  that  I  shall  say  any  after  the  other,  plundered  and  destroyed.  The 
thing  at  all  of  the  Carnatic,  which  in  the  scene,  native  princes  were  expelled;  the  hoqiitals 
if  possible,  of  greater  diswder  than  the  northern  fell  to  ruin;  the  reservoirs  of  water  went  to 
■provinces.  Perhaps  it  were  better  to  say  of  decay ;  the  merchapts,  bankers,  and  manu&o- 
this  centre  and  metropolis  of  abuse,  whence  all  turers  disappeared;  and  sterility,  indigoioe, 
the  rest  in  India  and  in  England  diverge ;  firom  and  d^K>pulation,  overspread  the  ihce  of  these 
whence  diey  are  fed  and  methodized,  what  once  flourishing  provinces, 
was  said  of  Carthage — de  Carthagme  aatim  The  con]f»ny  was  very  early  sensible  of  these 
,ed  alere  quam  parum  dicere.  This  country,  mischiefit,  and  (^  their  true  cause.  They  gate 
in  all  its  denominations,  is  about  46^000  square  precise  orders  "  that  the  native  i^nces,  called 
jnilcNS.  It  piay  be  affirmed  universally,  that  polygars,  should  no*  be  extirpitedJ^ — "  The 
AOt  one  person  of  substance  or  property,  landed,  reb^Uon  [so  they  choose  to  call  it]  of  the  poly- 
commercjvU  or  moaied,  excepting  two  or  three  .gars,  may  (they  fear)  to^^  too  much  jvdot^ 
bankers,  who  are  necessary  deposits  and  disr  be  attributed  to  the  maUuiministratipn  of  th^ 
tributors  of  thegeneral  spoil,  is  left  in  all  thatre-  nabob's  collecton :"— Tfavey  observe  with  ooft- 
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that  Aeir  "  troops  have  been  put  to  dia-  write  to  their  instnunent,  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
•*^e  services."    They  might  have  used  a  eonceming  these  poor  people  in  a  moat  pathe- 
^    '  expression  without  impropriety.    But  tic  strain.     "  We  entreal  your  excellency  (say 
tftaj  make  amends  in  another  place.    Speak-  they)   in  particular,  to  make  the  manufac- 
^tg  of  the  polygars,  the  directors  say,  that  <*  it  turers  the  object  of  your  Underesi  care ;  parti- 
ifhs  repugnant  to  humanity  to  force  them  to  cularly  when  you  root  out  the  polygars,  you  do 
jfeefa  dreamul  extremities  as  they  underwent:^*  not  deprive  the  wecmen  of  the  protection  they 
TftmX  some  examples  of  severity  might   be  enjoyed  tmder  them.^^    When  they  root  out  the 
lary,  "when  they  fell  into  the  nabob's  protectors  in  favour  of  the  oppressor,  they  shew 
,"  €md  not  by  the  destruction  of  the  cowu-  themselves  religiously  cautious  of  the  rights  of 
;  «  That  iheyfear  his  government  is  none  the  protected.    When  they  extirpate  the  shep- 
MemtZdesf;  and  that  there  \&  great  oppress  herd  and  the  shepherd's  dog,  they  piously 
tfmk  in  collecting  his  revenues."    They  state,  recommend  the  helpless  flock  to  the  mercy, 
tttt  the  wars  in  which  he  has  involved  the  and  even  to  the  UsndereiA  detroy  of  the  wolf. 
Cunatic,  had  been  a  cause  of  its  distresses:  This  is  the  uniform  strain  of  their  policy, 
*  diat  these  distresses  have  been  certainly  strictly  forbidding,  and  at  the  same  time  stre- 
mmt ;  but  those  by  the  nabob^s  oppressions  they  nuously  encouraging  and  enforcing,  every  meap 
Mfin'irri  to  be  greater  than  aU.^*     Pntyj  Sir,  sure  that  can  ruin  and  desolate  the  country 
i|flaild  to  the  reascm  for  their  opinion  that  the  committed  to  their  charge.     After  giving  the 
ipvemmoit  of  this  their  instrument  is  more  company's  idea  of  the  government  of  this  their 
Mdanutous  to  the  country  than  the  ravages  of  instrument,  it  may  appear  singular,  but  it  is 
Wn^ — ^Because,  say  they,  his  oppressions  are  perfectly  consistent  with  their  system,  that, 
^  without  iniermistion. — The  other  are  tempo-  besides  wasting  (or  him,  at  two  different  times, 
Wfy ;  by  all  which  oppressions  we  believe  the  the  most  exquisite  spot  upon  the  earth,  Tan- 
~ » Ima  great  wealth  in  store."    From  this  jore,  and  all  the  adjacent  countries,  they  have 
neither  he  nor  they  could  derive  any  even  voluntarily  put  their  own  to-ritory,  that 
tage  whatsoever  upon  the  invasion  of  is,  a  large  and  fine  country  adjacent  to  Madras, 
AU    in   the  hour   of  their  greatest  called  their  jaghire,  wholly  out  of  their  proleo- 
ty  and  dismay.  tion ;  and  have  continued  to  farm  their  sub- 
It  im  now  pr(^)er  to  compare  these  dedara-  jects,  and  their  duties  towards  these  subjects, 
ns  with  the  company's  conduct.    The  prin-  to  that  very  nabob,  whom  they  themsdves 
<ip«l  reason  which  they  assigned  against  the  constantly  represent  as  an  habitiutl  (^pressor, 
mliiptttitin  of  the  polygars  was,  that  the  toeovers  and  a  relentless  tyrant.    This  they  have  done 
wen  protected   in  their  fortresses.      They  without   any  pretence  of  ignorance  of  the 
■nght  have  added,  that  the  company  itself,  objects  of  oppression  for  which  this  prince  has 
vAudi  stung  them  to  death,  had  been  warmed  thought  fit  to  become  their  renter;  for  he  has 
fa  die  bosom  of  these  unfortunate  princes:  for,  again  and  again  UAd  them,  that  it  is  for  the 
iB  die  taking  of  Madras  by  the  French,  it  was  sole  purpose  of  exercising  authority  he  holds 
m  iheir  hospitable  pollams,  that  most  o[  the  the  jaghire  lands;  and  he  affirms  (and  I  believe 
inhabitants  found  refuge  and  protecticm.    But,  with  truth)  that  he  pays  more  for  thai  tem- 
Botwithstanding  all  these  orders,  reasons,  and  tory  than  the  revenues  yield.    This  deficiency 
dsclarations,  they  at  length  gave  an  indirect  he  must  make  up  from  his  other  territories ; 
■mction,  and  permitted  the  use  of  a  very  and  thus,  in  order  to  furnish  the  means  of 
£rect  and  irresistible  force,  to  measures  which  oppressing  one  part  of  the  Camatio,  he  is  led 
they  had,  over  and  over  again,  declared  to  be  to  oppress  all  the  rest, 
frbe  policy,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  oppressive.  The  house  perceives  that  the  livery  of  the 
Having,  however,  forgot  all  attention  to  the  company's  government  is  uniform.    I  have 
princes  and  the  people,  they  remembered  that  described  the  condition  of  the  countries  indi- 
they  had  some  sort  of  interest  in  the  trade  of  rectly,  bat  most  substantially,  under  the  c(Mn- 
the  country;  and  it  is  matter  of  curiosity  to  pany's  authority.    And  now  I  ask,  whether, 
observe  the  protection  which  they  afforded  to  with  this  map  of  misgovemment  before  me,  I 
dus  their  nadiral  object.  can  suppose  myself  bound  by  my  vote  to  con- 
Full  of  anxious  cares  on  this  head,  they  tinue,  upon  any  principles  of  pretended  public 
dkect,  "  that  in  reducing  the  polygars  they  faith,  the  management  of  these  countries  in 
(their  servants)  were  to  be  cautiottSj  not  to  those  hands?    If  I  kept  such  a  faith  (which 
dipiitm  the  weavers  and  manifacturers  of  the  in  reality  is  no  better  dian  a  Jides  latrenum) 
piotectioa  they  often  met  with  in  the  strong  with  what  is  called  the  company,  I  must  break 
hoUs  of  the  polygar  countries ;" — and  they  the  faith,  the  covenant,  the  solemn,  original. 
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indMpenwWe  oaA,  in  which  I  am  bound,  by  h«i  since  come  opon  the  hade  of  the  first;  and 

the  etefoalframeandconrtitation  of  things,  to  a  pension  having  heen   aangned   to   these 

the  whole  human  race,  unhappy  persons,  in  liea  of  their  hereditary 

As  I  hate  dwelt  so  long  on  these  who  am  lands,  a  new  scheme  of  ceconomy  has  taken 

oidirecUy  under  the  company's  administration,  place,  and  deprived  them  of  that  pension. 

I  will  endeavour  to  be  a  Uttle  shorter  upon  the  The  menial  servants  of  Englishmen,  pmom 

countries  immediately  under  this  charter  go-  (to  use  the  emphatical  phrase  of  a  rgmed  and 

vemmentv— These  are  the  Bengal  provinces,  patient  eastern   chief)  **  whote  faihen  ih^ 

The  condition  ofthese  provinces  is  prettyftdly  would  not  ham  9duM  the  dogM  of  OieujM, 

detaUed  in  the  sixdi  and  ninth  reports,  and  in  entered  into  their  palnmomal  lands.    Mr.  Has- 

their  appendixes.    I  wiU  select  only  such  tings's  banian  was,  after  this  auction,  found 

principles  and  instances  as  are  broad  and  possessed  of  territories  yielding  a  rent  of  one 

genenil.    To  your  own  thoughts  I  shall  leave  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 

it,  to  furnish  the  detail  of  oppressions  involved  Such  an  universal  proscription,  upon  any 

in  diem.    I  shaU  state  to  you,  as  shortly  as  I  pretence,  has  few  examples.    Such  a  proscnp- 

am  able,  the  conduct  of  the  company  ^--Ist,  tion,  without  even  a  pretence  of  delinquency, 

towards  the  landed  interests  ;•— next,  the  com-  has  none.    It  stands  by  itself.    It  stands  as  a 

mercial  interests  ;—Sdly,  the  native  govern-  monument  to  astonish  the  imagination,  to  coo- 

ment ;— and  lastly,  to  their  own  governmenL  found  the  reason  of  mankind.   I  confess  to  you, 

Bengal,  and  the  provinces  that  are  united  to  when  I  first  came  to  know  this  business  in  its 
it,  are  larger  than  the  kingdom  of  France ;  and  true  nature  and  extent,  my  surprise  did  a  little 
once  contained,  as  France  does  contain,  a  suspend  my  indignation.  I  was  in  a  manner 
great  and  independent  landed  interest,  com-  stupified  by  the  desperate  boldness  of  a  few 
posed  of  princes,  of  great  lords,  of  a  numerous  obscure  young  men,  who,  having  obtained,  by 
nobility  and  gentry,  of  freeholders,  of  lower  ways  which  they  could  not  comprehend,  9 
tenants,  of  religious  communities,  and  public  power  of  which  Uiey  saw  neither  the  purposes 
foundations.  So  early  as  1769,  the  company's  nor  the  limits,  tossed  about,  subverted,  and  tore 
servants  perceived  the  decay  into  which  these  to  pieces,  as  if  it  were  in  the  gambols  of  aboy- 
prorinces  had  fallen  under  English  adminis-  ishunluckiness  and  malice,  the  most  established 
tration,  and  they  made  a  strong  representatkn  rights,  and  the  most  ancient  and  most  revered 
apon  this  decay,  and  what  they  apprehended  institutions,  of  ages  and  nations.  Sir,  I  will 
to  be  the  causes  of  it.  Soon  after  Uiis  repre-  not  now  trouble  you  with  any  detail  with  regard 
aentation,  Mr.  Hastings  became  president  of  to  what  they  have  since  done  with  these  same 
Boigal.  Instead  of  administering  a  remedy  lands  and  land-holders ;  only  to  infixrm  you, 
to  this  melancholy  disorder,  upon  the  heels  <k  that  nothing  has  been  suffered  to  settle  for  two 
a  dreadful  famine,  in  the  year  1772,  the  succour  seasons  together  upon  any  basis ;  and  that  the 
which  the  new  president  and  the  council  lent  levi^  and  inconstancy  ofthese  mode  legislators 
to  this  afflicted  nation  was— shall  I  be  believed  were  not  the  least  afflicting  parts  of  the  oppres- 
in  relating  it? — the  landed  interest  of  a  whole  sions  suffered  under  their  usurpati<«i ;  nor  will 
kingdom,  of  a  kingdom  to  be  compared  to  any  thing  give  stability  to  the  property  of  the 
France,  was  set  up  to  public  auction !  They  natives,  but  an  administration  in  England  at 
set  up  (Mr.  Hastings  set  up)  the  whole  nobi-  once  protecting  and  stable.  The  country  sus- 
lity,  gentry,  and  freeholders,  to  the  highest  tains,  almost  every  year,  the  miseries  of  a  re- 
bidder.  No  preference  was  given  to  the  volution.  At  present,  all  is  uncertainty,  misery, 
ancient  proprietors.  They  must  bid  against  and  confusion.  There  is  to  be  found  through 
every  usurer,  every  temporary  adventurer,  these  vast  regions  no  longer  one  landed  man, 
every  jobber  and  schemer,  every  servant  of  who  is  a  resource  for  voluntary  aid,  or  ui object 
every  European,  or  they  were  obliged  to  con-  for  particular  rapine.  Some  of  them  were,  not 
tent  thmnselves,  in  lieu  of  their  extensive  long  since,  great  princes ;  they  possessed  trea 
domains,  with  their  house,  and  such  a  pension  sures,  they  levi^  armies.  There  was  a  ze^ 
as  the  state  auctioneers  thought  fit  to  assign,  mindar  in  Bengal  (I  farget  his  name)  that,  on 
In  this  general  calamity,  several  of  the  first  the  threat  of  an  invasion,  supplied  the  soubah 
nobility  thought  (and  in  all  appearance  justly)  of  these  provinces  with  the  loan  of  a  million 
that  they  had  better  submit  to  the  necessity  of  sterling.  The  family  at  this  day  wants  credit 
this  pension,  than  continue,  under  the  name  of  for  a  breakfast  at  the  bazaar, 
zemindars,  the  objects  and  instruments  of  a  I  shall  now  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  com- 
aystem,  by  which  they  ruined  their  tenants,  pany's  care  of  the  commercial  interest  of  those 
ud  were  ruined  themselves.    Another  reform  kingdoms.    As  it  appears  in  the  reports,  that 


SPEECH  ON  MR.  FOX»S  EAST  INDIA  BELL.  $63 

in  the  highest  stations  in  Bengal  have  evil)  there  were  some  capital  advantages. 
,  as  a  fixed  plan  of  policy,  the  destruc-  There  was  in  the  very  number  of  persons  in 
of  all  intermediate  dealers  between  the  each  provincial  council,  authority,  communi- 
ty and  the  manufacturer,  native  mer^  cation,  mutual  check,  and  controul.  They 
have  disappeared  of  course.  The  spoil  were  obliged,  on  their  minutes  of  consultation, 
if  the  revenues  is  the  sole  capital  which  pur^  to  enter  their  reasons  and  dissents  ;  so  that  a 
the  produce  and  manufactures;  and  man  of  diligence,  of  research,  and  tolerable  sa- 
three  or  four  foreign  companies  trans-  gacity,  sitting  in  London,  might,  from  these 
the  official  gains  of  individuals  to  Eurc^e.  materials,  be  enabled  to  form  some  judgment  of 
other  commerce  has  an  existence  in  Ben-  the  spirit  of  what  was  going  on  on  the  furthest 
The  transport  of  its  plunder  is  the  only  banks  of  the  Ganges  and  Burrampooter. 
of  the  country.  I  wish  to  refer  you  to  The  court  of  directors  so  far  ratified  this  es- 
aftpendix  to  the  ninth  report  for  a  full  ac-  tablisment,  (which  was  consonant  enough  to 
t  of  the  manner  in  which  the  company  their  general  plan  of  government,)  that  they 
protected  the  commercial  interests  of  their  gave  precise  orders,  that  no  alteration  should 
■nions  in  the  east.  be  matde  in  it,  without  their  consent.  So  far 
to  the  native  government  and  the  admi-  from  being  apprised  of  any  design  against  this 
i  of  justice,  it  subsisted  in  a  poor  constitution,  they  had  reason  to  conceive  that 
manner  for  some  years.  In  the  year  on  trial  it  had  been  more  and  more  approved 
,  a  total  revolution  took  place  in  that  es-  by  their  council  general,  at  least  by  the  gover- 
nent.  In  one  of  the  usual  freaks  of  nour  general,  who  had  planned  it.  At  the 
ion  of  the  council  of  Bengal,  the  whole  time  of  the  revolution,  the  council  general  was 
jurisdiction  c^  these  courts,  called  the  nominally  in  two  persons,  virtually  in  one.  At 
Shoigclary  Judicature,  exercised  till  then  by  the  that  time  measures  of  an  arduous  and  critical 
principal  Mossulmen,  was  in  one  day,  wiUiout  nature  ought  to  have  been  ibrbome,  even  if,  to 
,  without  consultation  with  the  magis-  the  fullest  council,  this  specific  measure  had 
or  the  people  there,  and  without  commu-  not  been  prohibited  by  the  superiour  authori^ 
m  with  the  directors  or  ministers  here,  It  was  in  this  very  situation,  that  one  man  had 
'Matty  subverted.  A  new  institution' took  place,  the  hardiness  to  conceive,  and  the  temerity  to 
Ifj^  which  this  jurisdiction  was  divided  between  execute,  a  total  revolution  in  the  form  and  the 
^Vtain  EUiglish  servants  of  the  company  and  persons  composing  the  government  of  a  great 
•^m  Geatoo  zemindars  of  the  country,  the  latter  kingdom.  Without  any  previous  step,  at  one 
^if  whom  never  petitioned  for  it,  nor,  for  aught  stride,  the  whole  constitution  o£  Bengal,  civil 
appears,  ever  desired  this  boon.  But  its  and  criminal,  was  swept  away.  The  counsel- 
use  was  made  of  it ;  it  was  made  a  lors  were  recalled  fi'om  their  provinces.  Up- 
for  new  extortions  of  money.  wards  of  fifty  of  the  principal  officers  of  go- 
The  natives  had  however  one  consolation  in  vemment  were  turned  out  of  employ,  and  ren- 
Asmin  of  their  judicature;  they  soon  saw  that  dered  dependent  on  Mr.  Hastings  for  their 
itfitfed  no  better  with  the  English  government  immediate  subsistence,  and  for  all  hope  of  fu- 
ibelC  That  too,  after  destroying  every  other,  ture  provision.  The  chief  of  each  council,  and 
eune  to  its  period.  This  revolution  may  weU  one  European  collector  of  revenue,  was  lefl  in 
be  rated  ibr  a  most  daring  act,  even  among  the  each  province. 

•itraoniiDary  things  that  have  been  doing  in  But  here,  Sir,  you  may  imagine  a  new  go- 

Boigal  since  our  unhappy  acquisition  oi  the  vemment,  of  some  permanent  description,  was 

■Mnnii  of  so  much  mischief.  established  in  the  place  of  that  which  had  been 

An  establishment  of  English  government  for  thus  suddenly  overturned.     No  such   thing. 

ehril  justice,  and  for  the  collection  of  revenue,  Lest  these  chiefs  without  councils  should  be 

was  planned  and  executed  by  the  president  and  conceived  to  form  the  ground  plan  of  some  fu- 

oooncil  of  Bengal,  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  ture  government,  it  was  publicly  declared  that 

the  directors,  in  the  year  1772.    According  to  their   continuance  was   only  temporary  and 

ids  plan,  the  country  was  divided  into  six  dis-  permissive.    The  whole  subordinate  British 

ftrids,  or  provinces.  In  each  of  these  was  esta-  administration  of  revenue  was  then  vested  in  a 

biisbed  a  provincial  council,  which  administered  committee  in  Calcutta,  all  creatures  of  the 

the  revenue ;  and  of  that  council  one  member  govemour  general ;  and  the  provincial  manage- 

fcy  monthly  rotation,  presided  in  the  courts  of  ment,  under  the  permissive  chief,  was  delivered 

civil  resort ;  with  an  appeal  to  the  council  of  over  to  native  officers. 

the  province,  and  thence  to  Caksutta.    In  this  But,  that  the  revolution,  and  the  purposes  of 

(whether,  in  other  respects,  good  or  the  revolution  might  be  complete,  to  this  com 
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fliittee  wer«  delegmted,  not  only  the  fuDctioni  in  mattoRi  of  fe^pvmw,  of  poUtieal 

of  all  the  inferiour,  but,  what  will  surprise  the  tion,  of  crimiiiBi  law,  of  «vil  kw,  in  maif  iC 

house,  those  of  the  supreme  administration  of  the  moat  iiawiitial  parts  of  aiilitaiy  diicipbiii 

revenue  also.    Hitherto  the  govemour  general  is  kid  level  with  the  froand ;  and  an  opp» 

and  council  had,  in  their  revenue  department,  live,  iirecular,  caprickiaB,  nMtnidy,faparil| 

administered  the  finances  of  those  kingdons.  and  pecwatiig  rtnapotiiin,  with  a  diieeC<»> 

By  the  new  sdieme,  they  are  delegated  to  thia  avowal  of  obedKeBoe  to  any  audionty  at  haM^ 

oomroittee,  who  are  only  to  report  tlwir  proceeds  and  without  any  fixed  maxiiii,  principle,  or  nb 

ings  for  approbation.  of  proceeding,  to  guide  tbem  in  Infia,  ii  li 

;rhe  key  to  the  whole  transaction  is  given  present  the  state  of  yoor  dwterfSvnMit 

in  one  of  the  instructions  to  the  committee,  orer  great  kingdoms. 

"  that  it  is   not  necessary  that  they  should  As  the  company  has  made  this  modikm 

enter  dissents.**    By  this  means  the  ancient  tnist,  I  shoidd  iH  disdiarge  aMne,  if  I  nfiml 

plan  of  the  company*s  administration  was  de-  to  give  my  most  «dieeiiul  vole  fer  die  lulna 

stroyed ;  but  the  plan  of  concealment  was  per-  of  these  abuses,  by  pnttkig  the  aflUn  of* 

fected.    To  that  moment  the  accounts  of  the  large  and  valuable  a  part  of  ibe  iutmai  d 

revenues  were   tolerably  clear ;  or  at  least  this  nation,  and  of  mankind,  into  soom  slaid|f 

means  were  furnished  fur  inquiries,  by  whidi  hands,  possesBng  the  confidence,  and  amni 

they  might  be  rendered  satisfactory.    In  the  of  die  support  of  tiiis  boose,  ontil  Ib^  em  bt 

obscure  and  silent  gidph  of  this  committee  restored  to  regularity,  order,  and  lumiifry. 

every  thing  is  now  buried.  The  thickest  shades  I  have  touched  tfie  heads  of  some  <if  dki 

of  night  surround  all  their  transactions.    No  grievances  of  the  people,  and  the  alw—  d 

effectual  means  of  detecting  fraud,  mismanage-  government.    But  I  hope  and  traBt,jiMa3 

ment,  or  misrepresentation,  exist.    The  direo-  give  me  credit,  when  I  faithfiilly  asiare  yoi) 

tors,  who  have  dared  to  talk  with  such  con-  that  I  have  not  mentioned  ooe-ibarth  psit  d 

fidence  on  their  revenues,  know  nothing  about  v^iat  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in  yoor  W^ 

them.  What  used  to  fill  volumes,  is  now  com-  mittce ;  and  further,  I  Imve  fudl  reason  to  b^ 

prised  under  a  few  dry  heads  on  a  sheet  of  lieve,  that  not  <Mie-fourtii  part  of  the  abani 

paper.   The  natives,  a  people  habitually  made  are  come  to  my  knowledge,  by  tint  orbfMif 

to  concealment,  are  the  chief  managers  of  the  other  means.    Pray  coosidw'  what  I  hate  siii 

revenue  throughout  the  provinces.    I  mean  by  only  as  an  index  to  direct  yoo  in  year  ini|Briaii 

natives,  such  wretches  as  your  rulers  select  out  1£  this  then.  Sir,  has  been  the  use  Bisde  of 

of  them  as  most  fitted  for  their  purposes.    As  die  trust  of  pditical  powers  internal  and  eoK 

a  proper  key-stone  to  bind  the  arch,  a  native,  temal,  given  by  you  in  the  charter,  tte  nai 

one  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  a  man  turned  out  of  diing  to  be  seen  is  the  conduct  of  the  cofMy 

his  employment  by  Sir  John  Clavering,  for  with  regard  to  the  commercial  trast.    And 

malversation  in  office,  is  made  the  correspon-  here  I  will  make  a  fiiir  <jSvr  >— If  it  can  k 

ding  secretary ;  and  indeed  the  great  moving  proved  that  they  have  acted  wisely,  pradorilfi 

principle  of  their  new  board.  and  firngaOy,  as  merchants,  I  riudl  pass  bf 

As  the  whole  revenue  and  civil  administra-  die  vidiole  mass  of  dieir  Miormities  as  statet- 

tion  was  thus  subverted,  and  a  clandestine  men.    That  they  have  not  done  this  dmrprs- 

govemment  substituted  in  the  place. of  it,  the  sent  condition  is  proof  sufficient.    Their  dii- 

judicial  institution  underwent  a  like  revolution,  tresses  are  said  to  be  owing  to  their  wan. 

In  1772  there  had  been  six  courts  formed  out  This  is  not  wholly  true.  But  if  it  were,  is  not 

of  the  six  provincial  councils.    Eighteen  new  that  readiness  to  engage  in  wars  vdiidi  di^ 

ones  are  appointed  in  their  place,  with  each  a  tinguishes  them,  and  fix*  which  the  eommittee 

judge,  taken  fi-om  the  junior  servants  of  the  of  secrecy  has  so  branded  their  politics,  fam- 

country.  To  maintain  these  eighteen  courts,  a  ded  on  the  falsest  principles  of  meicantilo 

tax  is  levied  on  the  sums  in  litigation,  of  2i  per  speculation. 

cent.  (« the  great,  and  o£5  per  cent,  on  the  less.  The  principle  of  buying  cfaeiq)  and  sdfing 

This  money  is  all  drawn  from  the  provinces  to  dear  is  the  first,  the  great  foundation  of  out' 

Calcutta.    The  chief  justice  (the  same  who  cantile  dealing.    Have  they  ever  attended  to 

stays  in  defiance  of  a  vote  of  this  house,  and  this  principle?    Nay,  for  years  have  dief  not 

of  his  majesty's  recall)  is  appointed  at  once  actually  authorized  in  their  servants  a  total  uf 

the  treasurer   and  disposer  of  these  taxes,  difference  as  to  the  prices  they  were  to  pay? 

levied,  without  any  sort  of  authority,  from  the  A  great  deal  of  strictness  in  driving  bt^ 

company,  firom  the  crown,  or  from  parliament,  gains  for  whatever  we  contract,  is  anodierof 

In  effect.  Sir,  every  legal  regular  authority  die  principles  of  mercantile  pciicy.    Trj  ^ 
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Oampwiy  by  that  test !    "Look  at  the  contracts  come  and  coming  upon  them,  so  as  at  the  pK>> 

Ijbmi  are  made  for  them.    Is  the  company  so  per  periods  to  enable  the  one  to  liquidate  the 

OMidi  as  a  good  commissary  to  their  own  other?    No,  they  have  not.    They  are  now 

•wmies?    I  engage  to  select  for  you,  out  of  the  obliged  to  borrow  money  of  their  own  servants 

AmnmeraMe  mass  of  their  desJings,  all  con-  to  purchase  their  investment.     The  servants 

docted  ^ery  nearly  alike,  (me  contract  only,  stipulate  five  per  cent,  on  the  capital  they  ad- 

lSb»  eonsessive  profits  on  which  during  a  short  vanco,  if  their  bills  should  not  be  paid  at  the 

tena  would  pay  the  whole  of  their  year's  divi-  time  when  they  become  due ;  and  the  value  of 

dend.    I  shall  undertake  to  shew,  that  upon  the  rupee  on  which  they  charge  this  interest  is 

two  others,  the  inordinate  prdits  given,  with  taken  at  two  shillings  and  a  penny.    Has  the 

tile  losses  incurred  in  order  to  secure  those  company  ever  troubled  themselves  to  enquire 

profits,  would  pay  a  year's  dividend  more.  whether  their  sales  can  bear  the  payment  of 

tt  is  a  third  property  of  trading  men  to  see  that   interest,  and  at  that  rate  of  exchange  ? 

Aat  their  clerks  do  not  divert  the  dealings  of  Have  they  once  considered  the  dilemma  in 

the  master  to  their  own  benefit.    It  was  the  which  they  are  placed — the  ruin  of  their  credit 

otfier  day  only,  when  Uieirgovemour  and  coun-  in  the  East  Indies,  if  they  refuse  the  bills — 

cil  taxed  the  company's  investment  with  a  sum  the  ruin  of  their  credit  and  existence  in  Eng- 

«f  fifiy  thousand  pounds,  as  an  inducement  to  land,  if  they  accept  them  ?    Indeed  no  trace  of 

fmauade  only  seven  members  of  their  board  equitable  government  is  found  in  their  politics ; 

of  trade  to  give  their  honour  that  they  would  not  one  trace  of  c<Mnmercial  principle  in  their 

mbstain  fitxn  such  profits  upon  that  investment  mercantile  dealing ;  and  hence  is  Uie  deepest 

IS  they  must  have  violated  their  oaths  if  they  and  maturest  wisdom  of  parliament  demanded, 

bad  made  at  all.  and  the  best  resources  of  this  kingdom  must  be 

It  is  a  fourth  quality  of  a  merchant  to  be  strained,  to  restore  them  ;  that  is,  to  restore 
eiad  in  his  accounts.    What  will  be  tixMight,  the  countries  destroyed  by  the  misconduct  of 
wfaoi  you  have  fully  before  you  the  mode  of  the  company,  and  to  restore  the  company  itself, 
■coouating  made  use  of  in  the  treasury  of  ruined  by  the  consequences  of  their  plans  for 
JBengal  ? — I  hq>e  you  will  have  it  soon.  With  destroying  what  they  were  bound  to  preserve, 
regard  to  one  of  dieir  agencies,  when  it  came  I  required,  if  you  remember,  at  my  outset,  a 
to  the  material  part,  the  prime  cost  of  the  proof  that  these  abuses  were  habitual.    But 
goods  on  which  a  commission  of  fifteen  per  surely  this  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  consider 
eetU.  was  allowed,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  as  a  separate  head ;  because  I  trust  I  have 
fiutory  to  whom  the  commodities  were  sent,  the  made  it  evident  beyond  a  doubt,  in  considering 
•coountant  general  reports  that  he  did  not  think  the  abuses  themselves,  that  they  are  regular, 
hinofleif  authorized  to  call  for  vouchers  relative  permanent  and  systematical. 
to  this  and  other  particulars, — because  the  I  am  now  come  to  my  last  condition,  with- 
mgent  was  upon  his  hmour-with  regard  to  them,  out  which,  for  one,  I  will  never  readily  lend 
A  new  principle  of  account  upon  honour  seems  my  hand  to  the  destruction  of  any  established 
to  be  regularly  established  in  their  dealings  government;    which  is,  That   in  its  present  • 
and  their  treasury,  which  in  reality  amounts  state,  the  government  of  the  East  India  coin- 
to  an  entire  annihilation  of  the  principle  of  all  pany  is  absolutely  incorrigible. 
accounts.  Of  this  great  truth  I  think  there  can  be 

It  is  a  fifth  property  of  a  merchant  who  does  little  doubt,  afler  all  that  has  appeared  in  this 

not  meditate  a  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  to  cal-  house.    It  is  so  very  clear,  that  I  must  con* 

calate  his  probaUe  profits  upon  the  money  he  sider  the  leaving  any  power  in  their  hands, 

takes  op  to  vest  in  business.    Did  the  com-  and  the  determined  resolution  to  continue  and 

pany,  ¥^en  they  bought  goods  on  bonds  bearing  countenance  every  mode  and  every  degree  of 

S  per  cent,  interest,  at  ten  and  even  twenty  joer  peculation,  oppression  and  tyranny,  to  be  one 

effU.  discoimt,  even  ask  themselves  a  question  and  the  same  thing.    I  look  upon  that  body 

concerning  the  possibility  of  advantage  from  incorrigible,  fi'dm  the  fullest  consideration  both 

dealing  on  these  terms?  of  their  uniform  conduct,  and  their  present 

The  last  quali^  of  a  merchant  I  shall  advert  real  and  virtual  constitution. 

to,  is  the  taking  care  to  be  properly  prepared ,  in  If  they  had  not  constantly  been  apprised  of  aQ 

euAi  or  goods,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  sale,  the  enormities  committed  in  India  under  their 

for  the  bills  which  are  drawn  on  them.    Now  authority ;  if  this  state  of  things  had  been  as 

I  ask,  whether  they  have  ever  calculated  the  much  a  discovery  to  them  as  it  was  to  rSltny 

dear  produce  of  any  given  sales,  to  make  them  of  us ;  we  might  flatter  ourselves  that  the  d^* 

tally  with  the  four  millions  of  bills  which  are  tection  of  the  abuses  woukl  lead  to  their  refbr- 

VoL.  I.— 23 


956  SPEECH  ON  MR.  FOX'S  EAST  INDIA  BILL. 

matioo.  I  will  go  funher :  If  the  court  of  direc-  men,  had  his  dajs  ahortened  bj  the  ai^ibiaea^ 

tors  had  not  uniformly  condemned  every  act  destitute  of  the  support,  of  the  company.  G«> 

which  this  house  or  any  of  its  committees  had  neral  Clavering,  whose  panegyric  was  laidB 

condemned ;   if  the  lan^uase  in  which  they  in  every  dispatch  from  England,  whose  heuM 

exfiressed  their  disapprobation  against  enor-  was  bedewed  with  the  tears,  and  hung  roaai 

mities  and  their  authors  had  not  been  much  with  the  eulogies  of  the  court  of  directory 

more  vehement  and  indignant  than  any  ever  burst  an  lumest  and  indignant  heart  at  dis 

used  in  this  house,  I  should  entertain  some  treachery  of  thoee  who  ruined  him  by  their 

hopes.     If  th«y  had  not  on  the  other  hand,  as  praises.    Uncommon   patience   and  tenper, 

uniformly  commended  all  their  servants  who  supported  Mr.  Francis  a  while  longer  ooder 

had  done  their  duty  and  obeyed  their  orders,  the  baneful  influence  of  the  ooflomendatioo  of 

as  they  had  heavily  censured  those  who  re-  the  court  of  directors.    His  health  however 

belled ;  I  might  say,  These  people  have  been  gave  way  at  length;  and,  in  utter  despair,  be 

in  an  errour,  and  when  they  are  sensible  (^it  returned  to  Europe.     At  his  return  the  doors 

they  will  mend.     But  when  I  reflect  on  the  of  the  India  House  were  ^ut  to  this  maa^ 

uniformity  of  their  support  to  the  objects  of  who  had  been  the  object  o{  their  constant  id- 

their  imiform  censure ;  and  the  state  of  insig-  miration.    He  has  indeed  escaped  with  lifoi 

niflcance  and  disgrace  to  which  all  cf  those  but  he  has  forfeited  all  expectation  of  credit, 

have  been  reduced  whom  they  approved ;  and  consequence,  party,  and  fl^owing.    He  may 

that  even  utter  ruin  and  premature  death  have  well  say.  Me  nemo  minittrofwr  eritt  atquB  idt0 

been  among  the  fniits  of  their  favour ;  J  must  nuUi  cornea  exeo.  This  man,  whose  deep  reach 

be  convinced,    that  in  this  case,  as  in  all  of  thought,   whose  large  legislative  concep* 

others,  hypocrisy  is  the  only  vice  that  never  tions,  and  whose  grand  plans  of  policy  maka 

can  be  cured.  the  nx>st  shining  part  of  our  reports,  firom 

Attend,  I  pray  you,  to  the  situation  and  whence  we  have  all  learned  <M]r  lessons,  if  «a 

prosperity  of  Benfield,  Hastings,  and  others  have  levned  any  good  ones;  this  man,  from 

of  that  sort.  The  last  of  these  has  been  treated  whose  materials  those  gentleoEien  who  have 

by  the  company  with  an  asperity  of  reprehen-  least  acknowledged  it  have  yet  spoken  as  from 

sion  that  has  no  parallel.  They  lament, "  that  a  brief;  this  noan,  driven  from  his  emph>y- 

the  power  of  disposing  of  their  property  for  ment,  discountenanced  by  the  directors,  Ins 

perpetuity,  should  fall  into  sudi  hands."    Yet  had  no  other  reward,  and  no  other  distinctioo, 

lor  fourteen  years,  with  little  interruption,  he  but  that  inward  "  sunshine  of  the  soul''  which 

has  governed  all  their  aflairs,  of  every  descrip-  a  good  conscience  can  always  bestow  apon 

tion,  with  an  absolute  sway.    He  has  had  itself.    He  has  not  yet  had  so  nuich  as  a  good 

himself  the  means  of  heaping  up  immense  word,  but  from  a  person  too  insignificant  to 

wealth;  and,  during  that  wh(^e  period,  the  make  any  other  return,  for  tlie  means  with 

fiMrtunes  of  hundreds  have  depended  on  his  which  he  has  been  furnished  for  performiog 

smiles  and  frowns.    He  himself  tells  you  he  his  share  of  a  duty  which  is  equally  urgeitf  on 

is  incumbered  with  two  hundred  and  fiffy  us  all. 

young  gentlemen,  some  of  them  of  the  best         Add  to  this,  that  from  the  highest  in  placs 

ftimilies  in  England,  all  of  whom  aim  at  re-  to  the  bwest,  every  British  subject,  who,  in 

turning  with  vast  fortunes  to  Europe  in  the  obedience  to  the  company's  orders,  has  been 

prime  of  life.    He  has  then  two  hundred  and  active  in  the  dkcovery  of  peculations,  hai 

fifty  of  your  children  as  his  hostages  for  your  been  ruined.     They  have  been  driven  fioo 

good  behaviour;  and  loaded  for  years,  as  he  has  India.     When  they   made   their  appeal  at 

been,  with  the  execrations  of  the  natives,  with  home  they  were  not  heard;  when  they  at- 

the  censures  of  tlie  court  of  directors,  and  tempted  to  return  they  were  i^opped.    No 

struck  and  blasted  with  the  resolutions  of  this  artifice  (^  fraud,  no  violence  of  power,  baa 

house,  he  stiU  maintains  the  most  despotic  been  omitted  to  destroy  them  in  character  ai 

power  ever  known  in  India.    He  domineers  well  as  in  fortune. 

with  an  overbearing  sway  in  the  assemblies        Worse,  far  worse,  has  been  the  fate  of  the 

of  his  pretended  masters  ;  and  it  is  thought  in  poor  creatures,  the  natives  of  India,  wbom 

a  degree  rash  to  venture  to  name  his  (fences  the  hypocrisy  of  the  company  has  betrayed 

in  this  house,  even  as  grounds  of  a  legislative  into  complaint  <^  oppressi(Hi,  and  discovery  of 

remedy.  peculation.    The  first  women  in  Bengal,  the 

On  the  other  hand,  consider  the  fate  of  those  rumy  of  Rajeahahi,  the  ranny  of  Burdwao, 

who  have  met  with  the  applauses  of  the  direo-  the   raimy  of  Amboa,   by  their  weak  ajvl 

ton.    Golciiel  Monson,  one  of  the  best  of  thoughtless  trust  in  the  oocnpany's  honour  ud 
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protection,  are  atterly  ruined :  the  first  of  these  ceeding.    It  obtained  for  them  a  character  of 

women,  a  person  of  princely  rank,  and  once  impartiality,  which  enabled  them  to  reconn 

of  corresp<Mident  fortune,  who  paid  above  two  mend,  with  some  sort  of  grace,  what  will  al- 

Inmdred  thousand  a   year   quit-rent    to  the  ways  carry   a  plausible    appearance,    those 

state,  is,  according  to  very  credible  infbrma-  treacherous  expedients,  called  moderate  mea- 

tioo,  so  completely  beggared  as  to  stand  in  sures.    Whilst  these  were  under  discussion, 

need  of  the  relief  of  alms.    Mahomed  Reza  new  matter  of  complaint  came  over,  which 

Khftn,  the  second  Mussulman  in  Bengal,  for  seemed  to  antiquate  the  first.    The  same  cir- 

having  been  distinguished  by  the  ill-omened  cle  was  here  trod  round  once  more ;  and  thus 

honour  of  the  countenance  and  protection  of  through  years  they  proceeded  in  a  compromise 

die  court  of  directors,  was,  without  the  pre-  of  censure  lor  punishment ;  until,  by  shame 

fence  of  any  inquiry  whatsoever  into  his  con-  and  despair,  one  after  another,  almost  every 

duct,  stripped  of  all  his  employments,  and  re-  man,  who  preferred  his  duty  to  the  company 

duced  to  the  lowest  c(xidition.    His  ancient  to  the  interest  of  their  servants,  has  been  dri- 

ifral  for  power,  the  rajah  Nundcomar,  was,  ven  from  that  court. 

bj  an  insult  on  every  thing  which  India  holds  This,  Sir,  has  been  their  conduct ;  and  it 

respectable  and  sacred,  hanged  in  the  face  of  has  been  the  result  of  the  alteration  which 

aH  his  nation,  by  the  judges  you  sent  to  protect  was    insensibly  made   in   their  constitution, 

that  people ;  hanged  for  a  pretended  crime  upon  The  change  was  made  insensibly ;  but  it  is 

an  ear  posf/oeto  British  act  of  parliament,  in  the  now  strong  and  adult,  and  as  public  and  de^ 

midst  of  his  evidence  against  Mr.  Hastings,  clared,  as  it  is  fixed  beyond  all  power  of  refor- 

The  accuser  they  saw  hanged.    The  culprit,  mation.    So  that  there  is  none  who  hears  me, 

without  acquittal  or  inquiry,  triumphs  on  the  that  is  not  as  certain  as  I  am,  that  the  com- 

groond  of  that  murder :  a  murder  not  of  Nund-  pany,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  formerly 

comar  only,  but  of  all  living  testimony,  and  understood,  has  no  existence.    The  question 

even  of  evidoice  yet  unborn.    From  that  time  is  not,  what  injury  you  may  do  to  the  pro- 

not  a  complaint  has  been  heard  firom  the  na-  prietors  of  India  stock ;  for  there  are  no  such 

fives  ag&inst  their  governours.    All  the  grie-  men  to  be  iujured.    If  the  active  ruling  part  of 

▼ances  of  India  have  found  a  complete  remedy,  the  company  who  form  the  general  court,  who 

Men  win  not  look  to  acts  of  parliament,  to  fill  the  offices,  and  direct  Uie  measures  (the 

regulations,  to  dedarations,  to  votes,  and  re-  rest  tell  for  nothing)  were  persons  who  held 

solutions.   No,  they  are  not  such  fools.  They  their  stock  as  a  means  of  their  subsistence,, 

win  ask,  v^t  is  the  road  to  power,  credit,  who  in  the  part  they  took  were  only  concerned 

wcahh,  and  honours  ?    They  will  ask,  what  in  the  government  of  India,  for  the  rise  or  &I1 

conduct  ends  in  neglect,  disgrace,  poverty,  of  their  dividend,  it  would  be  indeed  a  defeo- 

exilc,  prison  and  gibbet?    These  will  teach  tivc  plan  of  poli<^.    The  interest  <£  the  peo- 

them  the  course  which  they  are  to  follow.    It  pie  who  are  governed  by  them  would  not  be 

is  year  distribution  of  these  that  will  give  the  their  primary  object ;    perhaps  a  very  small 

character  and  tone  of  your  government.     All  part  of  their  consideration  at  all    But  then. 

the  rest  is  miserable  grimace.  they  might  well  be  depended  on,  and  perhaps 

When  I  accuse  the  court  of  directors  of  more  than  perscms  in  other  respects  preferable, 

this  habitual  treachery,  in  the  use  of  reward  for  preventing  the  peculation  of  their  servants 

and  punishment,  I  do  not  mean  to  include  all  to  their  own  prejudice.    Such  a  body  would 

the  individuals   in  that  court.    There  have  not  easily  have  left  their  trade  as  a  spoil  to  the 

been.  Sir,  very  frequently,  men  of  the  greatest  avarice  of  those  who  received  their  wages, 

integrity  and  virtue  among  them;    and  the  But  now  things  are  totally  reversed.     The 

contrariety  in  the  declarations  and  conduct  of  stock  is  of  no  value,  whether  it  be  the  qualifi- 

that  court  has  arisen,  I  take  it,  from  this : —  cation  of  a  director  or  proprietor ;  and  it  is 

That  the  honest  directors  have,  by  the  force  impossible  that  it  shouM.    A  director's  qualifi- 

of  matter  of  fact  on  the  records,  carried  the  cation  may  be  worth  about  two  thousand  five 

reprobation  of  the  evil  measures  of  the  ser-  hundred  pounds — and  the  interest,  at  eight  per 

vants  in  India.    This  could  not  be  prevented,  cent,  is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  a 

whilst  these  records  stared  them  in  the  face ;  year.    Of  what  value  is  that,  whether  it  rise  to 

nor  were  the  delinquents,  either  here  or  there,  ten,  or  fall  to  six,  or  to  nothing,  to  him  whose 

very  solicitous  about  their  reputation,  as  long  son,  before  he  is  in  Bengal  two  months,  and 

as  they  were  able  to  secure  their  power.  The  before  he  descends  the  steps  of  the  council 

agreement  of  their  partisans  to  censure  them,  chamber,  sells  the  grant  of  a  single  contract 

Uonted  for  a  while  the  edge  of  a  severe  pro-  for  forty  thousand  pounds?    Accordingly  tb« 
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■tock  is  bought  up  in  qtialificatioDS.    The  ▼ote  mdiM  on  Int&a^  and  enonmotu  eagpenua  or  At 

!•  not  to  protect  the  stock,  but  the  stock  is  Ead  India  conqtamfJ' 
bought  to  acquire  the  vote ;  and  the  end  of  the        Here    was   no    sUempt    ob    the  darter 

vote  is  to  cover  and  support,  against  justice,  Here  was  no  question  of  their  privikges.   To 

some  man  of  power  who  has  made  an  oboox-  vindicate  their  own  honuur,  to  support  thw 

ious  forttuie  in  India ;  or  to  maintain  in  power  own  intererts,  to  enforce  obediooce  to  their 

those  who  are  actually  employing  it  in  the  own  orders ;  these  were  the  sole  object  of  tte 

acquisition  of  such  a  fortune ;   and  to  avail  monitory  resolution  of  this  bouse.     But  v 

themselves  in  return  of  his  patronage,  that  he  soon  as  the  general  court  could  assemble,  dwf 

nay  shower  the  spoils  of  the  east,  **  barbaric  asseodbled  to  demonstrate  who  they  really  wm. 

peaii  and  gold,"  on  them,  their  families,  and  Regardless  of  the  proceedings  of  this  boon, 

dependents.     So  that  all  the  relations  of  the  they  ordered  the  directors  not  to  cany  isio 

company  are  not  only  changed,  but  inverted,  effect  any  resolution  they  might  come  to  for 

The  servants  in  India  are  not  appointed  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Hastmgs  uid  Mr.  Honii^. 

the  directors,  but  the  directors  are  chosen  by  The  directors,  still  retaining  some  Aadom  of 

them.     The  trade  is  carried  on  with  their  respect  to  this  house,  instituted  an  inqoky 

capitals.  To  them  the  revenues  of  the  country  themselves,   which   contiimed   firom  June  to 

are  mortgaged.     The  seat  of  the  supreme  October ;  and  after  an  attentive  perusal  and 

power  is  in  Calcutta.     The  house  in  Leaden-  full  consideration  of  papers,  resolved  to  tdn 

ball  Street  is  nothing  more  than  a  change  for  steps  for  removing  the  persons  vdio  had  bees 

Uieir  agents,  factors,  and  deputies  to  meet  in,  the  objects  of  our  res<^ution;  but  not  withoat 

to  take  care  of  their  affairs,  and  support  their  a  violent  struggle  against  evidence.     Sefct 

interests ;  and  this  so  avowedly,  that  we  see  directors  went  so  far  as  to  enter  a  proteil 

the  known  agents  of  the  delinquent  servants  against  the  vote  of  their  court.     Upon  this  d» 

marshalling    and    disciplining    their    forces,  general  court  takes  the  alarm ;  it  re-asseid)lef ; 

and  the  prime  spokesmen  in  all  their  assem-  it  orders  the  directors  to  rescind  their  resoto- 

blies.  tion,  that  is,  not  to  recall  Mr.  Hastings  an) 

Every  thing  has  followed  in  this  order,  and  Mr.  Hornby,  and  to  despise  the  resolutioa  of 

according  to  the  natural  train  c^  events.     I  the  house  of  commons.    Without  so  much  as 

will  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  incorrigible  the  pretence  of  looking  into  a  single  paper, 

condition  of  the  company,  by  stating  to  you  a  without  the  formality  c£  instituting  any  com* 

few  facts  that  will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  obsti-  mittee  of  inquiry,   they  superseded  all  the 

nacy  of  that  corporation,  and  of  their  strength  labours  of  their  own  directors,   and  of  thii 

too,  in  resisting  the  reformation  of  their  ser-  house. 

vants.  By  these  facts  you  will  be  enabled  to  It  will  naturally  occur  to  ask,  how  it  was  pos* 
discover  the  sole  grounds  upon  which  they  are  sible  that  they  should  not  attempt  some  sort  of 
tenacious  of  their  charter.  It  is  now  more  examination  into  facts,  as  a  colour  for  thek 
than  two  years  that,  upon  account  of  the  gross  resistance  to  a  public  authority,  proceeding  so 
abuses  and  ruinous  situation  of  the  company's  very  deliberately  ;  and  exerted,  apparently  at 
affairs,  (which  occasioned  the  cry  of  the  whole  least,  in  favour  of  th«ir  own?  The  amtwer,  aad 
workl  long  before  it  was  taken  up  here,)  that  the  only  answer  which  can  be  given,  is,  that 
we  instituted  two  committees  to  enquire  into  they  were  afhud  that  their  true  relation  should 
the  mismanagements  by  which  the  company's  be  mistalcen.  They  were  afraid  that  their 
affairs  had  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  patrons  and  masters  in  India  shoukl  attribute 
These  inquiries  had  been  pursued  with  unre-  their  support  of  them  to  an  opinion  of  their 
mitting  diligence;  and  a  great  body  of  facts  cause,  and  not  to  an  attachm^it  to  their  power, 
was  collected  and  printed  for  general  informa-  They  were  afi'aid  it  should  be  stwpccted,  that 
tion.  In  the  result  of  those  inquiries,  although  they  did  not  mean  blindly  to  support  them  in 
the  committees  consisted  of  very  different  de-  the  use  they  made  of  that  power.  They  de- 
scriptions, they  were  unanimous.  They  joined  termined  to  ^w  that  they  at  least  were  set 
in  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  admi-  against  reformaticMi ;  that  they  were  firmly 
nistration,  and  enforcing  the  responsibility  upon  resolved  to  bring  the  territories,  the  trade,  and 
two  men,  whom  this  house,  in  consequence  of  the  stock  of  the  compaziy,  to  ruin,  rather  than 
these  reports,  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  be  wanting  in  fidelity  to  their  nominal  servants 
directors  to  remove  from  their  stations,  and  and  real  masters,  in  the  ways  they  took  to  their 
recall  to  Great  Britain, ''  because  they  had  acted  private  fortunes. 

in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  honour  and  poUcy        Even  since  the  beginning  <£  this  session,  the 

iff  this  nation^  and  thereby  brought  great  calo'  same  act  of  audacity  was  repeated,  with  tfaa 
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same  circumstances  of  contempt  of  all  the  de-  vicious  and  the  foolish  wise  and  ▼irtuoos,  fay 

eonim  of  inquiry  on  their  part,  and  of  all  the  salutary  regulations.    He  would  appoint  the 

proceedings  of  this  house.    They  again  made  wolf  as  guardian  of  the  sheep ;  but  he  has 

it  a  request  to  their  fiivourite,  and  your  culprit,  invented  a  curious  muzzle,  by  which  this  pro- 

to  keep  his  post ;  and  thanked  and  applauded  tecting  wolf  shall  not  be  able  to  open  his  jawi 

him,  without  calling  for  a  paper  which  could  above  an  inch  or  two  at  the  utmost.    Thus 

tifRxd  light  into  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  his  work  is  finished.    But  I  tell  the  right  h(>> 

transaction,  and  without  giving  themselves  a  nourable  gentleman,  that  controuled  depravity 

Bom«it'8  time  to  consider,  or  even  to  under-  is  not  innocence ;  and  that  it  is  not  the  labour 

stand  the  articles  of  the  Maratta  peace.    The  of  delinquency  in  chains,  that  will  correct 

fact  is,  that  for  a  long  time  there  was  a  strug-  abuses.    Will  these  gentlemen  of  the  direo- 

gle,  a  faint  one  indeed,  between  the  company  tion  animadvert  on  the  partners  of  their  own 

and  their  servants.     But  it  is  a  struggle  no  guilt  ?    Never  did  a  serious  plan  of  amending 

longer.     For  some  time  the  superiority  has  of  any  old  tyrannical  establishment  propose  the 

been  decided.    The  interests  abroad  are  be-  authors  and  abettors  of  the  abuses  as  the 

come  the  settled  preponderating  weight  both  in  reformers  of  them.    If  the  undone  people  of 

die  court  of  proprietors,  and  the  court  of  direc-  India  see  their  old  (^pressors  in  confirmed 

tora.      Even  the  attempt  you  have  made  to  power,  even   by  the  reformation,   they  wiH 

enquire  into  their  practices   and  to  reform  expect  nothing  but  what  they  will  certainly 

abases,  has  raised  and  piqued  them  to  a  far  feel,  a  continuance,  or  rather  an  aggravation, 

more  regular  and  steady  support.    The  com-  of  all  their  former  sufferings.    They  look  to 

pany  has  made  a  common  cause,  and  identified  the  seat  of  power,  and  to  the  persons  who  fiQ 

themselves,  with  the  destroyers  of  India.  They  it ;  and  they  despise  those  gentlemen's  regula- 

have  taken  on  themselves  all  that  mass  of  enor-  tions  as  much  as  the  gentlemen  do  who  UJk  d 

mi^ ;  they  are  supporting  what  you  have  re-  them. 

probated ;  those  you  condemn  they  applaud ;  But  there  is  a  cure  for  every  thing.    Take 

diose  you  order  home  to  answer  for  their  con-  away,  say  they,  the  court  of  proprietors,  and 

duct,  they  request  to  stay,  and  thereby  encou-  the  court  of  directors  will  do  their  duty.  Yes; 

rage  to  proceed  in  their  practices.    Thus  the  as  they  have  done  it  hitherto.     That  the  evils 

servants  of  the  East  India  company  triumph,  in  India  have  solely  arisen  from  the  court  of 

and  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Great  proprietors,  is  grossly  false.  In  many  (^them, 

Britain  are  defeated.  the  directors  were  heartily   concurring  ;    in 

I  therefore  conclude,  what  you  all  conclude,  roost  of  them,  they  were  encouraging,  and 

that  this  body,  being  totally  perverted  from  the  sometimes  commanding;    in  all,  they  were 

purposes  of  its  institution,  is  utterly  incorrigi-  conniving. 

ble ;  and  because  they  are  incorrigible,  both  But  who  are  to  choose  this  well-regulated 

in  conduct  and  constitution,  power  ought  to  and  reforming  court  of  directors  ?— Why,  the 

be  taken  out  of  their  hands ;  just  on  the  same  very  proprietors  who  are  excluded  from  aU 

princiiJes  oa  which  have  been  made  all  the  management,  for  the  abuse  of  their  power. 

just  chaises  and  revolutions  of  government  They  will  choose,  undoubtedly,  out  of  them- 

tbat  have  taken  place  since  the  beginning  of  selves,  men  like  themselves ;  and  those  who 

the  world.  are  most  forward  in  resisting  your  authority 

I  win  now  say  a  few  words  to  the  general  those  who  are  most  engaged  in  faction  or  in- 

princifde  of  the  plan  which  is  set  up  against  terest  with  the  delinquents  abroad,  will  be  the 

that  of  my  right  honourable  friend.    It  is  to  objects  of  their  selection.    But  gentlemen  say, 

re-commit  the  government  of  India  to  the  that  when  this  choice  is  made,  the  proprietors 

court  of  directors.    Those  who  would  commit  are  not  to  interfere  in  the  measures  of  the 

die  reformation  of  India  to  the  destroyers  of  directors,  whilst  those  directors  are  busy  in  the 

it,  are  the  enemies  to  that  reformation.    They  controul  of  their  common  patrons  and  masters 

would  make  a  distinction  between  directors  in  India.    No,  indeed,  I  believe  they  will  not 

and  proprietors,  which,  in  the  present  state  of  desire  to  interfere.    They  will  choose  those 

things,  does  not,  cannot  exist.    But  a  ri^t  whom    they    know  may   be   trusted,  safely 

honourable  gentleman  says,  he  would  keep  the  trusted,  to  act  in  strict  conformity  to  their 

present  government  of  India  in  the  court  of  common  principles,  manners,  measures,  inte- 

directors ;  and  would,  to  curb  them,  provide  rests,  and  connections.  They  will  want  neither 

salutary  regulations ; — ^wonderful !    That  is,  monitor  nor  ccmtroul.    It  is  not  easy  to  choose 

he  woudd  appoint  the  old  offenders  to  correct  men  to  act  in  conformity  to  a  public  interest 

Am  old  oAnces;  and  he  would  render  the  against  their  private:  but  a  sure  dependanoa 
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may  be  hsul  on  those  \vho  are  chosen  to  f  >rwaFd  Let  it  once  get  into  the  oniinary  ooane  d 

their  private  interest,  ut  the  expense  ot' tlie  administration,  and  to  me  all  hopes  of  refi)n» 

public.     But  if  the  director*  should  slip,  and  t ion  are  gone.     I  am  far  firom  knowing  or  b^ 

deviate  into  rectitude,  the  punishment  is   in  lieving,  that  tliis  bill  will  increase  the inflneoei 

the   hands  of  the  general  court,  and  it  will  of  the  crown.     We  all  know,  that  the  cram 

surely  be  remembered  to  them  at  their  next  has  ever  had  some  influence  in  the  court  d 

election.  directors  ;  and  that  it  has  been  extreme^  Wh 

If  the  government  of  India  wants  no  re-  creased  by  the  acts  of  1773  and  1780.    Tin 

formation  ;  but  gentlemen  are  amusing  them-  gentlemen  who,  as  a  part  of  their  refornntifl% 

Rclves  with  a  theory,  conceiving  a  more  demo-  propose  "  a  more  active  controul  on  the  put 

cratic  or  aristocratic  mo<le  of  government  for  of  the  crown,"  which  is  to  put  the  dlreeton 

thuse  dependencies,  or  if  they  are  in  a  dispute  under  a  secretary  of  state,  specially  named  fir 

only  about  patronajj;e  ;  the  dispute  is  with  me  that  purpose,  must  know,  that  their  pnjeel 

of  so  little  concern,  that  I  should  not  take  the  will  increase  it  further.     But  that  dd  idb> 

pains  to  utter  an  afllrinativo  or  negative  to  any  cnce  has  liad,  and  the  new  will  have,  inconble 

proposition  in  it.    If  it  be  only  f  )r  a  theoreti-  inconveniencies  which   cannot  happen  ondcr 

cal  amusement  that  they  are  to  pro[)ose  a  bill;  the   parliamentary  establishment  proposed  'm 

the  thing  'u  at  bost  frivolous  and  unnecessary,  this  bill.      An  honourable  gentleman,*  ool 

But  if  the  company's  r:*'>vemment  is  not  only  now  in  his  place,  but  who  is  well  acqiiainted 

full  of  abuse,  but  is  one  of  the  most  corrupt  with  the  India  company,  and  by  no  meant 

and  destructive  tyraiuiie.;,  that  probably  ever  friend  to  this  bill,  has  told  you,  that  a  miniiie' 

existed  in  the  world,  (as  I  am  sure  it  is,)  what  rial  influence  has  always  been  predominant  it 

a  cruel  m(x:kery  would  it  be  in  me,  and  in  that  body ;    and  that  to  make  the  diredan 

those  who  thuik  like  me,  to  propose  this  kind  pliant  to  their  purposes,  ministers  genenDf 

of  remedy  for  this  kind  of  evil!  caused  persons  meanly  qualified  to  be  cboieB 

J  now  come  to  the  lliird  objection,  That  this  directors.    According  to  his  idea,  to  seem 

bill  will  increase  the  influence  of  the  crown,  subserviency,   they  submitted    the  coo^nb^ 

An  honourable  gentleman  has  demanded  of  affairs  to  the  direction  of  incapacity.    Tbii 

me,  whether  I  was  in  earnest  when  I  proposed  was  to  ruin  the  company,  in  order  to  govern  it. 

to  this  house  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  that  This  was  certainly  influence  in  the  Tery  wont 

influence.     Indeed,  Sir,  I  was  much,  very  form  in  which  it  could  appear.    At  best  it 

much,  in  earnest.     My  heart  was  deeply  con-  was  clandestine  and  irresponsible.    Whedier 

cemed  in  it ;  and  I  hope  the  public  has  not  this  was  d<me  so  much  upon  system  as  that 

lo:it  the  efl^ect  of  it.    How  far  my  judgment  gentleman  supposes,  I  greatly    doubt.    Bat 

was  right,  for  what  concerned  personal  &vour  such  in  effect  the  operation  of  govemmeiit  m 

and  consequence  to  myself,  I  shall  not  pre-  that  court   unquestionably    was;    and  nch, 

same  to  determine ;  not  is  its  effect  upon  me  under  a  similar  constitution,  it  wiU  be  for 

of  any  moment.    But  as  to  this  bill,  whether  ever.     Ministers  must  be   wholly  ramored 

it  increases  the  influence  of  the  crown,  or  not,  from  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  India, 

is  a  question  I  should  be  ashamed  to  ask.    If  or  they  will  have  an  influence  in  its  patmMfB. 

I  am  not  able  to  correct  a  system  of  oppres-  The  thing  is  inevitable.    Their  Bcheme  oft 

sion  and  tyranny,  that  goes  to  the  utter  ruin  of  new  secretary  of  state,  "  with  a  more  figi>> 

thirty  millions  of  my  fdlow-creatures  and  fel-  rous  controul,''  is  not  much  better  than  a  repe- 

low-subjects,  but  by   some  increase    to  the  tition  of  the  measure  which  we  know  by  esf^ 

influence  of  the  crown,  lam  ready  here  to  rience  will  not  do.    Since  the  year  ITTSaad 

declare,  that  I,  who  have  been  active  to  reduce  the  year  1780,  the  company  has  been  under 

it,  shall  be  at  least  as  active  and  strenuous  to  the  controul  of  the  secretary  of  state's  office, 

restore  it  again.    I  am  no  lover  of  names ;  I  and  we  had  then  three  secretaries  of  state.  If 

contend  for  the  substance  of  good  and  pro*  more  than  this  is  done,  then  they  nnnihik^ 

tecting  government,  let  it  come  from  what  the  direction  which  they  pretend  to  support ; 

quarter  it  will.  and  they  augment  the  influence  of  the  crown, 

But  I  am  not  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  of  whose  growth  they  aflfect  so  great  an  hfat» 

this  expedient.    Mudi,  very  much  the  con-  rour.    But  in  truth  this  scheme  <^  reconciling 

trary.    I  am  sure  that  the  influence   of  the  a  direction  really  and  truly  deliberative,  with 

crown  will  by  no  means  aid  a  reformation  of  an  oflSce  really  and  substtmtially  cootrouGn^ 

this  kind ;  which  can  neither  be  originated  nor  is  a  sort  of  madiinery  that  can  be  kepi  ii 
supported,  but  by  the  uncorrupt  public  virtue 

of  the  ropreseotatives  of  the  people  of  England.  «  Oovemonr  Johnstona. 
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Mrder  but  a  very  short  time.    Either  the  di-  intrigue,  and  to  secret  representatim,  those 

rectors  will  dwindle  into  clerks,  or  the  secre-  instruments  of  the  rum  of  India.    He  that  cuts 

mty  of  state,  as  hitherto  has  been  the  course,  off  the  means  of  premature  fortune,  and  the 

iHtt  leave  every  thing  to  them,  often  through  power  of  protecting  it  when  acquired,  strikes 

lesign,  often  through  neglect.    If  both  should  a  deadly  blow  at  the  great  fund,  the  bank,  the 

^foct  activity,  collision,  procrastination,  delay,  capital  stock  of  Indian  influence,  which  can- 

md  in  the  end,  utter  confusion  must  ensue.  not  be  vested  any  where,  or  in  any  hands, 

But,  Sir,  there  is  one  kind  of  influence  far  without  most  dangerous  consequences  to  the 

pneater  than  that  of  the  nomination  to  oflice.  public. 

rius,   gentlemen  in  opposition  have  totally  The  third  and  contradictory  objection   is, 

MFeiiooked,  although  it  now  exists  in  its  fuU  That  this  bill  does  not  increase  the  influence 

rigour ;  and  it  will  do  so,  upon  their  scheme,  of  the  crown.     On  the  contrary,    That  the 

in  Jtt  least  as  much  force  as  it  does  now.    That  just  power  of  the  crown  will  be  lessened,  and 

influence  this  bill  cuts  up  by  the  roots :  I  mean  transferred  to  the  use  of  a  party,  by  giving  the 

llie  h^tuence  of  protection,    I  shall  explain  my-  patronage  of  India  to  a  commission  nominated 

•elf: — The  office  given  to  a  young  man  going  by  parliament,  and  independent  of  the  crown. 

BO  India  is  of  trifling  consequence.    But  he  The  contradiction  is  glaring,  and  it  has  been 

diat   goes  out  an  insignificeint  boy,  in  a  few  too  well  exposed  to  make  it  necessary  for  me 

fears  returns  a  great  nabob.    Mr.  Hastings  to  insist  upon  it.    But  passing  the  contra- 

nys  he  has  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  kind  diction,  and  taking  it  without  any  relation,  of 

of  raw  materials,  who  expect  to  be  speedily  all  objections  that  is  the  most  extraordinary. 

DBanufactured  into  the  merchantable  quality  I  Do  not  gentlemen  know,  that  the  crown  has  not 

iBentioo.    One  of  these  gentlemen,  suppose,  at  present  the  grant  of  a  single  oflice  under  the 

returns  hither,  loaded  with  odium  and  with  company,  civil  or  military,  at  home  or  abroad  ? 

ridie*.    When  he  comes  to  England,  he  comes  So  far  as  the  crown  is  concerned,  it  is  certainly 

as  to  a  prison,  or  as  to  a  sanctuary ;  and  either  rather  a  gainer ;  for  the  vacant  oflices  in  the 

m  ready  ix  him,  according  to  his  demeanour,  new  commission  are  to  be  filled  up  by  the 

What  is  the  influence  in  the  grant  of  any  king. 

place  in  India,  to  that  which  is  acquired  by  It  is  argued  as  a  part  of  the  bill,  derogatory 

the  protecticm  or  compromise  with  such  guilt,  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  that  the  com- 

'  with  the  command  of  such  riches,  under  missioners  named  in  the  bill  are  to  continue 


the  dominion  <^  the  hopes  and  fears  which     for  a  short  term  of  years,  too  short  in  my 
rer  is  aUe  to  hold  out  to  every  man  in  that     opinion ;  and  because,  during  that  time,  they 


liricm  ?   That  man^s  whole  fortune,  half  a  are  not  at  the  mercy  of  every  predominant 

mfllioo  perhaps,  becomes  an  instrument  of  in-  faction  of  the  court.    Does  not  this  objection 

lloence,  without  a  shilling  of  charge  to  the  lie  against  the  present  directors;   none  of 

civil  Ikt;  and  the  influx  of  fortunes  which  whom  are  named  by  the  crown,  and  a  pro- 


in  need  of  this  protection  is  continual,  portion  of  whom  hold  for  this  very  term  of  four 

It  works  both  ways ;  it  influences  the  delin-  years  ?    Did  it  not  lie  against  the  govemour 

qnent,  and  it  may  corrupt  the  minister.    Com-  general  and  council  named  in  the  act  of  1773 

pare  the  influence  acquired  by  appointing  for  — who  were  invested  by  name,  as  the  present 

iaetance  even  a  govemour  general,  and  that  commissioners  are  to  be  appointed  in  the  body 

obtained  by  protecting  him.    I  shall  push  this  of  the  act  of  parliament,  who  were  to  hold 

no  further.    But  I  wish  gentlemen  to  roll  it  a  their  places  for  a  term  of  terms,  and  were  not 

title  in  their  own  minds.  removeable  at  the  discretion  of  the  crown  ? 

The  bill  before  you  cuts  oflf  this  source  of  Did  it  not  lie  against  the  re-appointment,  in 

influence.    Its  design  and  main  scope  is  to  the  year  1780,  upon  the  very  same  terms  ? 

regulate  the  administration  of  India  upon  the  Yet  at  none  of  these  times,  whatever  other 

princ^es  of  a  court  of  judicature ;  and  to  ex-  objections  the  scheme  might  be  liable  to,  was  it 

chide,  M  far  as  human  prudence  can  exclude,  supposed  to  be  a  derogation  to  the  just  prero* 

•B  pcasibili^  of  a  corrupt  partiality,  in  ap-  gative  of  the  crown,  that  a  commission  created 

pointing  to  oflice,  or  supporting  in  office,  or  by  act  of  parliament  should  have  its  members 

eovoing  from  inquiry  and  punishment,  any  named  by  the  authority  which  called  it  into 

person  who  has  abused  or  shall  abuse  his  au-  existence  ?    This  is  not  the  disposal  by  par- 

tbority.    At  the  board,  as  appointed  and  re-  liamentof  any  office  derived  fi-om  the  authority 

gnlated  by  this  bill,  reward  and  punishment  of  the  crown,  or  now  disposable  by  that  autho- 

eannot  be  shifted  and  reversed  by  a  whisper,  rity.    It  is  so  far  from  being  any  thing  new, 

Hat  commiwrinn  becomes  &tal  to  cabal,  to  violent,  or  alarming,  that  I  do  not  recoQecti  in 
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any  parliamentary  commission,  down  to  the  as  that  the  habitual  despotism  and  oppression, 

commissioners  of  the  land  tax,  that  it  has  ever  that  the  monopolies,  the  peculations,  the  imi- 

been  otherwise.  versal  destruction  of  all  the  legal  authority  of 

The  objection  of  the  tenure  for  four  years  this  kingdom,  which  have  been  for  twenty 

is  an  objection  to  all  places  that  are  not  held  years   maturing   to  their   present   enormitf, 

during  pleasure ;  but  in  that  objection  I  pro-  combined  with  the  distance  of  the  scene,  the 

nounce  the  gentlemen,  from  my  knowledge  of  boldness    and   artifice    of  delinquents,  ^ir 

their  complexion  and  of  their  principles,  to  be  combinati(Mi,  their  excessive  wealth,  and  tiie 

perfectly  in  earnest.     The  party  (say  these  faction  they  have  made  in  England,  can  be 

gentlemen)  of  the  minister  who  proposes  this  fully  corrected  in   a  shorter  term  than  (oat 

scheme  will  be  rendered  powerful  by  it ;  for  he  years?    None  has  hazarded  such  au  assertioa 

will  name  his  party  friends  to  the  commission.  — None,  who  has  a  regard  for  bis  reputatiw, 

This  objection  against  party  is  a  party  ob-  will  hazard  it. 

jection ;  and  in  Uiis  too  these  gentlemen  are  Sir,  the  gentlemen,  whoever  they  are,  who 
perfectly  serious.  They  sec  that  if,  by  any  shall  be  appointed  to  this  commission,  have  an 
intrigue,  they  should  succeed  to  office,  they  undertaking  of  magnitude  on  their  hands,  and 
will  lose  the  clandestine  patronage,  the  true  their  stability  must  not  only  be,  but  it  most  be 
instrument  of  clandestine  influence,  enjoyed  in  thought,  real ; — and  who  is  it  wiQ  believe,  that 
the  name  of  subservient  directors,  and  of  anythingshort  of  an  establishment  made,  si^ 
wealthy  trembling  Indian  delinquents.  But  ported,  and  fixed  in  its  duration,  with  all  the 
as  often  as  they  are  beaten  ofi*  this  ground,  authority  of  parliament,  can  be  thought  secora 
they  return  to  it  again.  The  minister  will  of  a  reasonable  stability?  The  plan  of  mj 
name  his  fi'iends,  and  persons  of  his  own  honourable  friend  is  the  reverse  (^  that  of  re- 
party. — Whom  should  he  name  ?  Should  he  forming  by  the  authors  of  the  abuse.  The 
name  his  adversaries  ?  Should  he  name  those  best  we  could  expect  from  them  is,  that  they 
whom  he  cannot  trust  ?  Should  he  name  should  not  continue  their  ancient  pemicioia 
those  to  execute  his  plans,  who  are  the  de-  activity.  To  those  we  coukl  think  of  nodung 
clared  enemies  to  the  principles  of  his  reform?  but  applying  eon/rou/,*  as  we  are  sure,  that 
His  character  is  here  at  stake.  If  he  pro-  even  a  regard  to  their  reputation  (if  any  soch 
poses  for  his  own  ends  (but  he  never  will  pro-  thing  exists  in  them)  would  oblige  &em  to 
pose)  such  names  as,  from  their  want  of  rank,  cover,  to  conceal,  to  suppress,  and  coose- 
fortune,  character,  ability,  or  knowledge,  are  quenUy  to  prevent,  all  cure  of  the  grievancei 
likely  to  betray  or  to  faU  short  of  their  trust,  of  India.  For  what  can  be  discovered,  whidi 
he  is  an  independent  house  of  ccHnmons ;  in  a  is  not  to  their  disgrace  ?  Every  attempt  to 
house  of  commons  which  has,  by  its  own  vir-  correct  an  abuse  would  be  a  satire  on  their 
tue,  destroyed  the  instruments  ofparliamen*  former  administrati(»i.  Every  man  they  should 
tary  subservience.  This  house  of  commons  pretend  to  call  to  an  account,  would  be  fiwod 
would  not  endure  the  sound  of  such  names,  their  instrument  or  their  accomplice.  They 
He  would  perish  by  the  means  which  he  is  can  never  see  a  beneficial  regulation,  but  with 
supposed  to  pursue  for  the  security  of  his  a  view  to  defeat  it.  The  shorter  Uie  teowe 
power.  The  first  pledge  he  must  give  of  his  of  such  persons,  the  better  would  be  the  cfaaoce 
sincerity  in  this  great  reform,  will  be  in  the  of  some  amendment. 

confidence  which  ought  to  be  reposed  in  those        But  the  system  of  the  bill  is  different   It 

names.  calls  in  persons  in  no  wise  concerned  with  any 

For  my  part.  Sir,  in  this  business  I  put  all  act  censured  by  parliament ;  perscws  generated 

indirect  considerations  wholly  out  of  my  mind,  with,  and  for,  the  reform,  of  which  they  art 

My  sole  question,  on  each  clause  of  the  bill,  themselves  the  most  essential  part.    To  these 

amounts  to  this : — Is  the  measure  proposed  the  chief  regulations  in  the  bUl  are  helps,  not 

required  by  the  necessities  of  India?    I  can-  fetters  ;  they  are  authorities  to  support,  not 

not  consent  totally  to  lose  sight  of  the  real  regulations  to  restrain  them.     From  these  we 

wants  of  the  people  who  are  the  objects  of  it,  lode  for  much  more  than  innocence.    Pifom 

and  to  hunt  after  every  matter  of  party  squab-  these  we  expect  zeal,  firmness,  and  unremitted 

ble  that  may  be  started  on  the  several  provi-  activity.    Their  duty,  their  character,  binds 

sions.    On  the  question  of  the  duration  of  the  them   to  proceedings   of  vigour ;     and  they 

commission  I  am  clear  and  decided.    Can  I,  ought  to  have  a  tenure  in  their  oflice  which 

can  any  one  who  has  taken  the  smallest  trouble  precludes  all  fear,  whilst  they  are  acting  op 

to  be  informed  concerning  the  affairs  of  India,  to  the  purposes  of  their  trust ;  a  tenure  widxfll 

amuse  himself  with  so  strange  an  imagination,  which,  none  will  undertake  plans  diat  nqoirt 
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a  series  and  system  of  acts.  When  they  to  the  mismanagemeDt  of  the  East  India  coin- 
know  that  they  cannot  be  whispered  out  of  pany,  have  already  taken  a  million  from  that 
their  duty,  that  their  public  conduct  cannot  fund  by  the  non-payment  of  duties.  The  bills 
be  censured  without  a  public  discussion  ;  that  drawn  upon  the  company,  which  are  about 
the  schemes  which  they  have  begun  will  not  fi>ur  millions,  cannot  be  accepted  without  the 
be  committed  to  those  who  will  have  an  in-  consent  of  the  treasury, 
terest  and  credit  in  defeating  and  disgracing  The  treasury,  acting  under  a  parliamentary 
them  ;  then  we  may  entertain  hopes.  The  trust  and  authority,  pledges  the  public  for 
tenure  is  for  four  years,  or  during  their  good  be-  these  millions.  If  they  pl^ge  the  public,  the 
haviour.  That  good  behaviour  is  as  long  as  public  must  have  a  security  in  its  hands  for 
they  are  true  to  the  principles  of  the  bill;  and  the  management  of  this  interest,  or  the  na* 
the  judgment  is  in  either  house  of  parliament,  tional  credit  is  gone.  For  otherwise  it  is 
This  is  the  tenure  of  your  judges  ;  and  not  only  the  East  India  company,  which  is  a 
the  valuable  principle  of  the  bill  is  to  niake  a  great  interest,  that  is  undone,  but,  clinging  to 
judicial  administration  for  India.  It  is  to  give  the  securi^  of  all  your  funds,  it  drags  down 
confidence  in  the  execution  of  a  duty,  which  the  rest,  and  the  whole  fabric  perishes  in  one 
requires  as  much  perseverance  and  fortitude  as  ruin.  If  this  bill  does  not  provide  a  direction 
can  fall  to  the  lot  of  any  that  is  bom  of  woman,  of  integrity  and  of  ability  competent  to  that 
As  to  the  gain  by  party,  from  the  right  trust,  the  objection  is  fatal.  If  it  does,  pub- 
honourable  gentleman's  bill,  let  it  be  shewn,  Uc  credit  must  depend  aa  the  suppcut  of  the 
that  this  supposed  party  advantage  is  pemi-  bill. 

cious  to  its  object,  and  the  objection  is  of  It  has  been  said,  if  you  violate  this  charter, 
weight ;  but  until  this  is  done,  and  this  has  not  what  security  has  the  charter  of  the  bank,  in 
been  attempted,  I  shall  consider  the  sole  ob-  which  public  credit  is  so  deeply  concerned, 
jecticm,  fnxn  its  tendency  to  {Nromote  the  and  even  the  charter  of  London,  in  which  the 
interest  of  a  party,  as  altogether  contemptible,  rights  of  so  many  subjects  are  involved?  I 
The  kingdom  is  divided  into  parties,  and  it  answer,  In  the  like  case  they  have  no  security 
ever  has  been  so  divided,  and  it  ever  will  be  so  at  all — ^No — no  security  at  all.  If  the  batik 
divided ;  and  if  no  system  for  relieving  the  should,  by  every  species  of  mismanagement, 
subjects  of  this  kingdom  from  oppression,  and  fall  into  a  state  similar  to  that  of  the  East 
matching  its  affairs  fitMn  ruin,  can  be  adop-  India  company ;  if  it  should  be  oppressed  with 
ted  until  it  is  demonstrated  that  no  party  can  demands  it  could  not  answer,  engagements 
derive  an  advantage  from  it,  no  good  can  ever  which  it  could  not  perform,  and  with  bills  for 
be  done  in  this  country.  If  party  is  to  derive  which  it  could  not  procure  payment;  no  char- 
an  advantage  fi-om  the  reform  of  India,  (which  ter  should  protect  the  mismanagement  from 
is  more  than  I  know,  or  believe,)  it  ought  to  be  correction,  and  such  public  grievances  from 
that  party  whidi  alone,  in  this  kingdom,  has  redress.  If  the  city  of  London  had  the  means 
its  reputation,  nay  its  very  being,  pledged  to  and  will  of  destroying  an  empire,  and  of  cruel* 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  that  part  ly  oppressing  and  tyrannizing  over  millions  of 
of  the  empire.  Great  fear  is  expressed,  that  men  as  good  as  themselves,  the  charter  of 
the  commissioners  named  in  this  bill  will  shew  the  city  of  London  should  prove  no  sanction 
some  regard  to  a  minister  out  of  place.  To  to  such  tyraiuiy  and  such  oppression.  Char- 
men  made  like  the  objectors,  this  must  appear  ters  are  kept,  when  their  purposes  are  main- 
criminal.  Let  it  however  be  remembered  by  tained:  they  are  violated,  when  the  privilege 
others,  that  if  the  commissioners  should  be  is  supported  against  its  end  and  its  object, 
his  friends,  they  cannot  be  his  slaves.  But  Now,  Sir,  I  Jiave  finished  all  I  proposed  to 
dependents  are  not  in  a  condition  to  adhere  to  say,  as  my  reasons  for  giving  my  vote  to  tliis 
friends,  nor  to  principles,  nor  to  any  uniform  biU.  If  I  am  wrong,  it  is  not  for  want  of  pains 
line  of  conduct.  They  may  begin  censors,  to  know  what  is  right.  This  pledge,  at  least, 
and  be  obliged  to  end  accomplices.  They  <^my  rectitude  I  have  given  to  my  country. 
may  be  even  put  under  the  direction  of  those  And  now,  having  done  my  duty  to  the  biU, 
whom  they  were  appointed  to  punish.  let  me  say  a  word  to  the  auth(»'.  I  should 
The  fourth,  and  last  objection  is.  That  the  leave  him  to  his  own  noble  sentiments,  if  the 
bin  win  hurt  public  credit.  I  do  not  know  unworthy  and  illiberal  language  with  which  he 
whether  this  requires  an  answer.  But  if  it  has  been  treated,  beyond  all  example  of  par- 
does,  look  to  your  foundations.  The  sinking  liamentary  liberty,  did  not  make  a  few  words 
fund  is  the  pillar  of  credit  in  this  country ;  and  necessary  ;  not  so  much  in  justice  to  him,  as 
let  It  not  be  forgot,  that  the  distresses,  owing  to  my  own  feelings.    X  must  say  then,  that  it 
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will  be  a  distinction  honourable  to  the  age,  that  secures  the  rice  in  his  pot  to  every  man  b 
the  rescue  of  tlie  greatest  number  of  the  human  India.  A  poet  of  antiquity  thought  it  oDe  of 
race  that  ever  were  so  grievously  oppressed,  the  first  distinctions  to  a  prince  whom  bo 
from  the  greatest  tyranny  that  was  ever  exe?w  meant  to  celebrate,  that  through  a  long  8Q0> 
cised,  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  abilities  and  cession  of  generations,  he  had  been  the  pro- 
dispositions  equal  to  the  task ;  that  it  has  genitor  of  an  able  and  virtuous  citizen,  wiW| 
fallen  to  one  who  has  tlie  enlargement  to  com-  by  force  of  the  arts  of  peace,  bad  corrected 
prcliend,  the  spirit  to  undertake,  and  the  elo-  governments  of  oppression,  and  Buppresaed 
quence  to  support,  so  great  a  measure  of  ha-  wars  of  rapine. 

rardous  benevolence     His  spirit  is  not  owing  j^j^,,^  ^^^  quaniajuvenls,  quantumque  daiurui 

to    his    ignorance  of  the   state  of  men  and  Ausoiiiae  populis,  ventura  in  secula  cirem. 

things  ;  he  well  knows  what  snares  are  spread  Ille  super  Gaiigem,  super  exatidiius  et  lodos, 

about  his  path,  from  personal  animosity,  from  Jmplehit  terras  voce ;  ec  furialla  beUa 

_,  .  .  .'^  ,  '       ui    r .!«-  j«  Fulmme  compeacet  linffuas. 

court  intrigues,  and  possibly  from  |>o;>ular  de-  *^  e  •«. 

lusion.    But  he  has  put  to  hazard  Ills  ease,  This  was  what  was  said  of  the  predecessor  of 

hb  security,  his  interest,  his  power,  even  his  the  only  person  to  whose  eloquence  it  does  not 

darling  popularity,  for  the  beneGt  of  a  people  wrong  that  of  the  mover  of  this  bill  to  be  com- 

whom  he  has  never  seen.    This  is  the  road  pared.    But  the  Ganges  and  the  Indus  are  the 

that  all  heroes  have  trod  before  him.    He  is  patrimooyof  the  fame  of  iny  honourable  fnen!, 

traduced  and  abused  for  his  supposed  motives,  and  not  of  Cicero.      I  confess,  I  antidpalB 

He  will  remember,  that  obloquy  is  a  necessary  with  joy  the  reward  of  those,  whose  wliob 

ingredient  in  the  composition  of  all  true  glory  :  consequence,  power,  and  authority,  exist  odff 

he  will  remember,  that  it  was  not  only  in  the  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  and  I  canry  mf 

Roman  customs,  but  it  is  in  tlie  nature  and  mind  to  all  the  people,  and  all  the  names  and 

constitution  of  things,  that  calumny  smd  abuse  descripticHis,  that,  relieved  by  this  biQ,  wiB 

are  essential  parts  of  triumph.    These  thoughts  bless  the  labours  of  this  parliament,  and  the 

will  support  a  mind,  which  only  exists  for  ho-  confidence  which  the  best  bouse  of  commooi 

nour,  under  the  burthen  of  temporary  reproach,  has  given  to  him  who  the  best  deserves  rL 

He  is  doing  indeed  a  great  good  ^  such  as  The  little  cavils  of  party  will  not  be  heani, 

rarely  falls  to  the  lot,  and  almost  as  rarely  where  freedom  and  happiness  will  be  ftk. 

coincides  with  the  desires  of  any  man.    Let  There  is  not  a  tongue,  a  nation,  or  religioB 

him  use  his  time.    Let  him  give  the  whole  in  India,  which  will  not  Uess  the  presidiDf 

length  of  the  reins  to  his  bunevdence.    He  is  care  and  manly  beneficence  <^  this  house,  and 

now  on  a  great  eminence,  where  the  eyes  of  of  him  who  proposes  to  you  this  great  wwfc 

mankind  are   turned  to  him.    He  may  live  Your  names  will  never  be  separated  befbra 

long,  he  may  do   much.      But  here  is  the  the  throne  of  the  Divine  GJoodness,  in  wliat- 

summit.    He  never  can  exceed  what  he  does  ever  language,  or  with  whatever  rites,  pardoa 

this  day.  is  asked  for  sin,  and  reward  for  those  who  iffli- 

He  has  faults;  but  they  are   faults  that,  tate  the  Qodhead  in  his  universal  bomitfto 

though  they  may  in  a  small  degree  tarnish  the  his  creatures.     These  honours  you  deservs, 

lustre,  and  sometimes  impede  the  march  of  and  they  will  surely  be  paid,   ^en  all  the 

his  abilities,  have  nothing  in  them  to  extin-  jargon  of  influence,  and  party,  and  patronage, 

guish  the  fire  of  great  virtues.    In  those  faults,  are  swept  into  oblivion, 
there  is  no  mixture  of  deceit,  of  hypocrisy,  of        I  have  spoken  what  I  think,  and  what  I 

pride,  of  ferocity,  of  complexional  despotism,  feel,  of  the  mover  of  this  bill.    Anhonotnbk 

orwantoffeelingfor  the  distresses  of  mankind,  friend  d*  mine,  speaking  of  his  merhs,  ^m 

His   are  faults  which  might  exist  in  a  de-  charged  with  having  made  a  studied  paoeff- 

scendant  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  as  ric.     I  don't  know  what  his  was.    Mine,  I 

they  did  exist  in  that  father  of  his  country,  am  sure,  is  a  studied  panegyric;  the  finiit  (/ 

Henry  the  Fourth  wished  that  he  might  live  much  meditation ;  the  result  of  the  obsern^ 

to  see  a  fowl  in  the  pot  of  every  peasant  in  his  tion  of  near  twenty  years.    For  my  own  pait, 

kingdom.    That  sentiment  of  homely  benevo-  I  am  happy  that  I  have  lived  to  see  this  daTi 

lence  was  worth  all  the  splendid  sayings  that  I  feel  myself  overpaid  for  the  labours  of  e^ 

are  recorded  of  kings.    But  he  wished  perhaps  teen  years,  when,  at  this  late  period,  I  ani 

for  more  than  could  be  obtained,  and  the  good-  able  to  take  my  share,  by  one  humMe  vote;  io 

ness  of  the  man  exceeded  the  power  of  the  destro3dng  a  tyranny  that  exists  to  the  (b* 

king.     But  this  gentleman,  a  subject,  may  grace  of  this  nation,  and  the  destmctko  of  A 

this  day  say  this  at  least,  with  truth,  that  he  brgo  a  part  of  the  human  speeiM. 
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PREFACE.  necessary,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  render 

it  abundantly  complaisant  to  ministers  and 

The  representation  now  giren  to  the  pab-  favourites  of  all  descriptions.     It  required  a 

lie  relates  to  some  of  the  most  essential  privi-  great  length  of  time,  very  considerable  indus- 

leges  of  the  house  of  commons.      It  would  try  and  perseverance,  no  vulgar  policy,  the 

appear  of  little  importance,  if  it  were  to  be  union  of  many  vaea  and  many  tempers,  and 

judged  by  its  reception  in  the  place  where  it  the  concurrence  of  events  which  do  not  happen 

was  proposed.    There  it  was  rejiscted  without  every  day,  to  build  up  an  independent  house 

debate.     The  subject  matter  may,  perhaps,  of  commons.    Its  demolition  was  accomplished 

hereafter  appear  to  merit  a  more  serious  con-  in  a  moment^  and  it  was  the  work  of  ordinary 

sideratiun.    Thinking  men  will  scarcely  re-  hands.    But  to  OHurtruct  is  a  matter  of  skill; 

gard  the  penal  dissolution  of  a  parliament  as  to  demolish,  force  and  fury  are  sufficient, 
a  very  trifling  concern.     Such  a  dissoluti(m        The  late  house  of  commons  has  been  po- 

must  operate  forcibly  as  an  example;  and  it  nished  for  its  independence.     That  example 

much  imports  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to  is  made.    Have  we  an  example  on  record,  of 

consider  whsU  bsson  that  example  is  to  teach,  a  house  of  commons  punished  lor  its  servility? 

The  late  house  of  commons  was  not  accused  The  rewards  of  a  senate  so  disposed,  are 

of  an  interested  compliance  to  the  will  of  a  manifest  to  the  world.    Several  gentlemen  are 

c^Kirt     The  charge  against  them  was  of  a  very  desirous  of  altering  the  constitution  of 

different  nature.      They  were  charged  with  the  house  of  commons:  but  they  must  alter 

heing  actuated  by  an  extravagant  spirit  of  in-  the  frame  and  constituticm  of  human  nature 

<^>endeDcy.    This  species  of  cffeoce  is  so  itself,  before  they  can  so  fiishion  it  by  any 

closely  connected  ^th  merit ;  this  vice  bears  mode  of  electi(m,  that  its  conduct  will  not  be 

so  near  a  resemblance  to  virtue;  that  the  influenced  by  reward  and  punidiment;  by  fame, 

flight  of  a  bouse  of  commons  above  the  exact  and  by  disgrace,    if  these  examples  taJce  root 

temperate  medium  of  independence,  ought  to  in  the  minds  of  men,  what  members  hereafter 

he  correctly  ascertained,  lest  we  give  encoo*  will  be  bold  enough  not  to  be  corrupt  ?    Espe- 

ragement  to  dispositions  of  a  less  generous  cially  as  the  king's  high-way  o^  obsequioo»- 

Dtture,  and  less  safe  for  the  people;  we  ought  ness  is  so  very  broad  and  easy.    To  make  a 

to  call  for  very  solid  and  convincing  proofs  of  passive  member  of  pariiament,  no  dignity  of 

the  existence,  and  of  the  magnitude  too  of  the  mind,  no  principles  of  honour,  no  resolution, 

evils,  which  are  charged  to  an  independent  no  ability,  no  industry,  no  learning,  no  expe* 

spirit,  befwe  we  give  sanction  to  any  measure,  rience  are  in  the  least  degree  necessary.    To 

that  by  chedcing  a  spirit  so  easily  damped,  and  defrad  a  post  of  importance  against  a  powerful 

BO  hard  to  be  excited,  may  affect  the  liberty  enemy,  requires  an  Elliot ;  a  drunken  invalid 

of  a  part  of  our  constitution,  which,  if  not  free,  is  qualified  to  hoist  a  white  flag,  or  to  deliver 

is  worse  than  useless.  op  the  keys  of  the  fortress  on  1:^  knees. 

The  Editor  does  not  deny,  that  by  possi-        The  gentlemMi  chosen  into  this  {Nurliament, 

bility  such  an  abuse  may  exist:  but  primA  for  the  purpose  of  this  suirender,  were  bred  to 

fiontej  there  is  no  reason  to  presume  it.   The  better  things ;  and  are  no  doubt  qualified  for 

house  of  commons  is  not,  by  its  complexion,  other  service.    But  for  this  strenuous  eiertioa 

P^coliaHy  subject  to  the  distempors  of  an  in-  of  inactivity,  for  the  ngono*  task  of  siibiBii^ 

dependent  hsLit    Very  little  compulaioa  is  sion  and  pMsivo  obedianoe,  aU  their  lewniif 
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and  ability  are  ralhcr  a  matter  of  personal 
ornament  to  themselves,  than  of  the  least  use 
in  the  performance  of  thoir  duty. 

The  present  surrender,  therefore,  of  rights 
and  privileges,  without  examination,  and  the 
resolution  to  support  any  minister  given  by 
the  secret  advisers  of  the  crown,  determines 
not  only  on  all  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
house,  but  it  settles  the  character  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  men  who  are  to  compose  it ;  and 
perpetuates  that  character  as  long  as  it  may 
be  thought  expedient  to  keep  up  a  phantom  of 
popular  representation. 

It  is  for  the  ohanco  of  some  amendment 
before  this  now  settlement  takes  a  permanent 
form,  and  while  the  matter  is  yet  soft  and  duc- 
tile, that  the  editor  has  republished  this  piece, 
and  added  some  notes  and  explanations  to  it. 
His  intentions,  he  hopes,  will  excuse  him  to 
the  original  mover,  and  to  the  world.  He  acts 
from  a  strong  sense  of  the  incurable  ill  effects 
of  holding  out  the  conduct  of  the  late  house  of 
commons,  as  an  example  to  be  shunned  by 
future  representatives  of  the  people. 


MOTION  RELATIVE  TO  THE   SPEECH 
FROM  THE  THRONE. 

LuxuBy  14«  die  Junij,  1784. 

A  MOTION  was  made,  That  a  representa- 
tion be  presented  to  his  majesty,  most  humbly 
to  offer  to  his  royal  consideration,  that  the 
address  of  this  house,  upon  his  majesty^s 
speech  fr(xn  the  throne,  was  dictated  solely 
by  our  conviction  of  his  majesty's  own  most 
gracious  intentions  towards  his  people,  which, 
as  we  feel  with  gratitude,  so  we  are  ever 
ready  to  acknowledge  with  cheerfulness  and 
satisfaction. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  were 
willing  to  separate  firom  our  general  expres- 
sions of  duty,  respect,  and  veneration  to  his 
majesty's  royal  person  and  his  princely  yir* 
tues,  all  discussion  whatever,  with  relation  to 
several  of  the  matters  suggested,  and  several 
of  the  expressions  employed  in  that  speech. 

That  it  was  not  fit  or  becoming,  that  any 
decided  opinicm  should  be  formed  by  his  faith* 
ful  commons,  on  that  speedi,  without  a  degree 
of  deliberation  adequate  to  the  importance  of 
die  object.  Having  afforded  ourselves  due 
time  for  that  deliberation,  we  do  now  most 
hunkUy  beg  leave  to  represent  to  his  majesty, 
that,  in  the  speech  fixMn  the  throne,  his  mini»* 
4en  have  thought  proper  to  use  a  language  of 
a  veiy  tdarmiog  import^  unautbortxed  by  the 


practice  of  good  times,  and  irreconcilable  to 
the  principles  of  this  govemmenL 

Humbly  to  express  to  his  majesty,  ^t  it  is 
the  privilege  and  duty  of  this  house  to  goard 
the  constitution  from  all  infringement  od  tbe 
part  of  ministers ;  and  whenever  the  ooctnoa 
requires  it,  to  warn  them  against  any  abase  of 
the  authorities  committed  to  them:  batitii 
very  lately,*  that  in  a  mannw  not  more  an* 
seemly  than  irregular  and  preposterous,  mmi»* 
ters  have  thought  proper,  by  admonition  from 
the  throne,  implying  distrust  and  refmwch,  to 
convey  the  expectations  of  the  peof>Ie  to  as, 
their  sole   representatives;!    and   have  [re- 
sumed to  caution  us,  the  natural  guardjansof 
the  constitution,  against  any  infringemoit  of 
it  on  our  parts. 

This  dangerous  innovation  we,  his  iaitfafii 
commons,  think  it  our  duty  to  nnrk;  andu 
these  admonitions  from  the  throne,  by  Aeir 
frequent  repetition,  seem  intended  to  1^  gra- 
dually to  the  establishment  of  an  usage,  we 
hold  ourselves  bound  thus  solemnly  to  protest 
against  them. 

This  house  will  be,  as  it  ever  ought  to  be, 
anxiously  attentive  to  the  inclinations  and 
interests  of  its  constituents :  nor  do  we  desira 
to  straiten  any  of  the  avenues  to  Ae  tfaraae, 
or  to  either  house  of  parliament  But  die 
ancient  order,  in  which  the  rights  of  die  pec^ 
pie  have  been  exercised,  is  not  a  restrictiao 
of  these  rights.  It  is  a  method  provident 
framed  in  &vour  of  those  privileges,  which  it 
preserves  and  enforces  by  keeping  in  Aat 
course  which  has  been  fbund  the  most  Actual 
for  answering  their  ends.  His  majesty  may 
receive  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  individoab 
under  their  signatures,  and  of  bodies  corporate 
under  their  seals,  as  expressing  their  own  par 
ticular  sense :  and  he  may  grant  such  redivai 
as  the  legal  powers  c^  the  crown  enable  dw 
crown  to  afford.  This,  and  the  other  home 
<^ parliament,  may  also  receive  the  wishes  of 
such  corporations  and  individuals  by  petitioo. 
The  collective  sense  of  his  people  his  nujeirtf 
is  to  receive  from  his  commons  in  partiameat 
a^embled.  It  would  destroy  the  vtbxXt  ^mHi 
of  the  c(Mistitution,  if  his  conunoos  were  \o 

*  See  King's  Speech,  Dec.  6, 1793,  and  May 
19,1784.  ^ 

t  *'  I  will  never  submit  to  the  doctrfaieslfaaie 
heard  this  day  from  the  woolsack,  that  the  oAcr 
house  [house  of  commons]  are  the  only  r«vi> 
sentatives  and  guardians  of  the  people's  rigtti; 
I  boldly  maintain  the  contrary— >l  say  this  ooom 
[house  of  lords]  is  egually  the  rtpreeenUUiHf 
of  the  people.^*  tord  SheUnume^e  Speeek, 
JiprilB^me,  Vide  Parliamentar  JUgiiUr 
vol.  10,  page  89i. 
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receiT8  Chat  sense  from  the  ministers  of  the  we  dtall  manifest  will  not  be  the  same  with 

(Town,  OT  to  admit  them  to  be  a  proper  or  a  theirs ;  but,  we  trust,  it  will  be  equally  siop 

regular  channel  for  conv^ing  it.  cere,  and  more  enlightened.    It  is  no  slight 

That  the  ministers  in  the  said  speech  da-  axtfhority  which  shall  persuade  us  (by  receiring 

dare,  ''  His  majesty  has  a  just  and  confident  as  proob  of  loyalty  the  mistaken  principles 

reliance,  Aat  we  (hu  faittful  commcNDs)  are  lightly  taken  up  in  these  addresses)  obliquely 

animated  with  the  same  sentiments  of  loyal^,  to  criminate,  with  the  heavy  and  ungroimded 

and   the  same  attachment  to   oar  excellent  charge  of  disloyalty  and  disaffection,  an  uncoi^ 

constitution,  which  he  had  the  happiness  to  nipt,  independent,  and  rdbrming  parliament.* 

see  so  folly  manifested  in  every  part  of  the  Above  aU,  we  shall  take  care  that  none  of  the 

kingdom."  rights  and   privileges,  always  claimed,  and 

To  represent,  that  his  faithful  commons  have  since  the  accession  of  his  majesty's  illustrious 
never  fiuled  in  l<^ty  to  his  majes^.  It  is  family  constantly  exercised  by  thu  house  (and 
new  to  them  to  be  reminjied  of  it.  It  is  unne- 
cessary and  invidious  to  press  it  upon  them  by  *  In  that  parliament  the  house  of  commons 
any  example.  This  recommendation  of  loy-  by  two  several  resolutions  put  an  end  to  the 
alty,  afler  his  majesty  has  sat  for  so  many  American  war.    Immediatelyon  the  change  of 

^          -.L*!-    £11           ^    f   n  j%       •  .'    ^  ministry,  which  enaued,  m  order  to  secure  their 

years,  with  the  fuU  support  of  all  descnpUons  own  independence,  and  to  prevent  the  accomu- 

of  his  subjects,  on  the  throne  of  this  kingdom,  lation  of  new  burthens  on  the  people  by  the 

at  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and  without  any  growth  of  a  civil  list  debt,  they  passed  the  esta- 

pretence  of  the  existence  or  apprehension  of  ?"*^J?^"i5  **'"•  ^^  '^r  ^"V  ^»»J«y-«**  o^ccs 
pi^Lcin^vt  »  «*,  VI  .4/^  y^  tenable  by  members  of  parliament  were  sup- 
war  or  conspiracy,  becomes  in  itself  a  source  pressed  ;  and  an  order  of  payment  was  framed, 
of  no  small  jealousy  to  his  fiiithful  commcxis ;  by  which  the  ^owth  of  any  fresh  debt  was  ren- 
as  many  circumstances  lead  us  to  apprehend  dered  impracticable.    The  debt  on  the  civil  list 

that  therein  the  ministers  have  reference  to  ^'°"*  ^}^  beginning  of  the  present  reign  had 

uiat  ut^i^ui  «x^  iu>u»K>.B  iiarv  *  i^i^us,^  m/  amounted  to  ooe  miUion  threcliundred  ihousand 

some  other  measures  and  pnnciples  of  loyalty,  pounds  and  upwards.    Another  act  was  passed 

and  to  some  other  ideas  of  the  constitution,  for  regulating  the  office  ofthe  paymaster  general, 

than  the  laws  require,  or  the  practice  of  par-  *°d  the  offices  subordinate  to  it    A  million  of 

1; ^^»  ,  -ii  „ jJ[;*  public  money  had  sometimes  been  in  the  hands 

Uament  wUI  admit.       .      .                        -  _^  of  the  paymasters  :  this  act  prevented  the  pos- 

No  regular  communication  of  the  proora  of  sibility  of  any  money  whatsoever  being  accu. 

loyalty  and   attachment  to  the   constitution,  mulated  in  that  office  in  future.    The  offices  of 

alluded  to  in  the  speech  from  the  thiwie,  have  tbe  exchequer,  whose  emoluments  in  time  of 

been  laid  before  this  house,  in  order  to  enable  -'  Ttlil^pThfic'Che^sTreTeg^^^^^^^^^^^ 

us  to  judge  of  the  nature,  tendency,  or  occa-  some  of  them  suppressed,  and  the  rest  reduced 

sion  of  them ;  or  in  what  particular  acts  they  to  fixed  salaries.    To  secure  the  freedom  of 

were  displayed;  but  if  we  are  to  suppose  the  election  against  the  crown,  a  bill  was  passed  to 

•e -J „•          e\      I.    /    u*  u        u  ij      .  disqualify  all  officers  concerned  m  the  collection 

manifestations  of  loyalty  (which  are  held  out  ^^^\^^  ^^^^^^^  j^  ^^y  ^^^^  branches  from  voting 

to  us  as  an  example  for  imitation)  consist  m  in  elections  j  a  most  important  act,  not  only 

certain  addresses  delivered  to  his  majesty,  with  regard  to  its  primary  object,  the  freedom 

promising  support  to  his  majesty  in  the  exer-  ©^  election^  but  as  materially  forwarding  the 

^'         /.I,.    ^^           »._          J    .u     1-       u"  due  collection  of  revenue.    For  the  same  end, 

CISC  of  his   prerogative,  and    Ihankmg  his  (jhe  preserving  the  freedom  of  election,)  the 

majesty  for  removing  certain  of  his  mmisters,  house  rescindedfthe  famous  judgment  relative  to 

<m  account  of  the  votes  they  have  given  upon  the  Middlesex  election,  and  expunged  it  from 

biUs  depending  m  parliament,— if  this  be  the  the  journals.    On  the  principle  of  reformation 

.•^    -  r®   ,^*^ii  J  J  *     •     *L             L  of  their  own  house,  connected  with  a  principle 

example  of  loyalty  alluded  to  m  the  speech  of  public  ojconomy,  an  act  passed  for  rendering 

from  the  throne,  then  we  must  beg  leave  to  contractors  with  government  incapable  of  a  seat 

express  our  serious  concern  for  the  impression  in  parliament.    The  India  Bill,  (unfortunately 

which  has  been  made  on  any  of  our  fellow-  l^^t  in  the  house  of  lords,)  pursued  the  same 

, .    ^  -         .                .  ^.    '        1 .  L   .  idea  to  its  completion ;  and  disabled  all  servants 

subjects  by  misrepresentations,  which  have  of  the  East  India  company  from  a  seat  in  that 

seduced  them  into  a  seeming  approbation  of  house  for  a  certain  time,  and  until  their  conduct 

proceedings  subversive  of  their  own  freedom,  was  examined  into  and  cleared.    The  remedy 

We  conceive,  that  the  opinions  deUvered  in  of  j"finite  corruptions  and  of  infinite  disorders 

.,                     '            _*       11          -J      J  aiid  oppressions,  as  well  as  the  security  of  the 

these  papers  were  not  well  considered;  nor  most   important  objects  of  public  oeconomy, 

were  the  parties  duly  informed  of  the  nature  of  perished  with  that  bill   and   that  parliament 

the  matter*  on  which  they  were  called  to  deter-  That  parliament  also  instituted  a  commiuee  to 

Which  fliey  were  led  to  censure.  „eat  vigour  j  and  suggested  several  material 

We  shall  act  more  advisedly.— The  loyalty  Improvements. 
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vrhich  we  hold  and  exercise  in  trust  for  the  That  his  fiuthfiil  oommona  moit  homUyre- 

commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  their  be-  commend,  instead  of  the  inconsiderate  ipeciiP 

nefit)  shall   be  constructively  surrendered,  or  lations  of  unexperienced   men,  that  (in  il 

even  weakeneii  and  imiwiircd  under  ambiguous  occasions,  resort  should  be  had  to  the  happj 

phrases,  and  implications  of  censure  on  the  practico  of  parliament,  and  to  those  mU 

latpparlianirntarvproreedinos.    If  ihfsc  claims  maxims  of  government  ^hich  have  prefiiW 

are  n  )t  well  fiMinded,  ihey  ouglit  to  be  honestly  since  the  accession  of  his  majesty's  iUoKriaoi 

abandoned ;  if  they  aro  just,  they  ought  to  be  family,  as  fiimishing'the  only  safe  principles  M 

stcaflily  and  re5olutely  maintained.  which  the  crown  and  parliament  can  proceed. 

Of  his  majesty's  owti  gracious  disposition  We  think  it  the  more  necessary  tobeeu- 
towards  the  tnie  principles  of  our  free  consti-  tious  on  this  head,  as,  in  the  last  pariiament, 
lution.  his  faithful  commons  never  did,  or  could  the  present  ministers  had  thought  proper  to 
entertain  a  doubt :  but  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  countenance,  if  not  to  suggest,  an  attack  apoa 
express  to  his  majesty  our  uneasiness  concer-  the  most  dear  and  undoubted  rights  and  prifi- 
nin«»  otlior  new  and  un:wual  expressions  of  his  leges  of  this  house.* 
ministers,  declarator}'  of  a  rcsolu'ion  "  to  sup- 
port in  their  just  balance,  the  rights  and  privi-  the  matter  fully  and  fairly  discussed,  and  Iks 
Iczes  of  every  branch  of  the  legislature."  subject  brought  forward  and  argued  uponprt- 

f*           J    •— ui«  .«,-»  ..II  ko«^nl»M.  iKftft-  cedent,  as  well  as  all  its  collateral  relauoM. 

It  were  desirable  t  .lat  all  hazardous  theo-  j  ^^^^^^  ^^  p,^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  question  fairly 

ricB  concemmg  a  balance  of  rights  and  pnvi-  commiiied,  were  it  for  no  other  reason,  boti* 

leges  (a  mode  of  expression  wholly  foreign  to  hear  the  sleek  smooch  contractors  from  theolhlf 

parliamentary  usage)  might  have  been  for-  house,  come  to  this  bar  and  declare,  that  they, 

r^          TT-          •»♦..'-  r..;»kr..i  ^r^^,v^r,«  OM  and  they  only,  could  frame  a  money  bill:  uA 

borne.     His   majesty  s  faithful  commons  are  ^j^^^,^  ^,Jj  ^^^^  on/y,  could  dispoM^of  thipn- 

well  instructed  m  their  own  rights  and  privi-  ^^f^^  of  the  peers  of  Great  Britain.    Perbayi 

leges,  which  they  are  determined  to  maintain  some  arguments  more  plausible  than  thow  I 

on  the  footing  upon  which  they  were  handed  heard  this  day  from  the  woolsack,  to  shew  tluC 

J         r   _-  tiT^- ^^..f/^^o.  tkliT  0..0  «/^t  ii«_  the  commons  have  an  uncontroulable,  unqoalh 

down  from  their  ancestors ;  they  are  not  un-  ^^^  ^.^j^^^  ^^  ^,j„ j  ^^^^  lordships'  propnty,  miy 

acquain'ed  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  be  urged  by  them.    At  present.  I  beg  leave » 

the  house  of  peers ;  and  they  know  and  re-  differ  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord;  for  audi 


rights,  privileges,  and  prerogatives ;  nor  are 

they  able  to  discern  to  what  objects  ministers        The  Duke  of  Richmond  also,  in  his  leOff  tt 

ij        I    .u  •    A^fU^^f  k«i,««o.  ««ro,K»«  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  speaks  of  several  of 

would  apply  their  hction  of  balance ;  nor  what  ^^^  ^^^^  exercised  by  tkeliouse  of  coramooi. 

they  would  consider  as  a  just  one.     Those  in  the  light  of  usurpations  ;  and  his  grace  is  6r 

unauthorized  doctrines   have  a  tendency  to  opinion,  that  when  the  people  are  restoced  w 

stir  improper  discussions ;  and  to  lead  to  mis-  ^^at  he  conceives  to  be  their  rUhts,  In  slectinf 

. .      '^    •  •    .L  ^'^  ..•      J.  the  house  of  commons,  the  other  branches  oi 

chievous  mnovations  m  the  constitution.*  ^j^^  legislature  ought  ti  be  reStor^  to  Sriia 

Vide  Remembrancer^  vol.  xvl. 

*  If  these  speculations  are  let  loose,  the  house        *  By  an  act  of  parliament,  the  directors  of  Iks 

of  lords  may  quarrel  with  their  share  of  the  le-  East  India  company  are  restrained  from  acc^ 

gidlature,  as  being  limited  with  regard  to  the  tance  ofbills  drawn  from  India,  beyond  a  certam 

origination  of  grants  to  the  crown  and  theorigi-  amount,  without  the  consent  of  the  commit* 

nation  of  money  bills.    The  advisers  of  the  sioners  of  the  treasury.    The  late  house  of  coo* 

crown  may  think  proper  to  bring  its  negative  mens  finding  bills  to  an  Immense  amount,  drava 

into  ordinary  use  ;  and  even  to  dispute,  whether  upon  that  body  by  their  servants  abroad,  aad 

a  mere  negative,  compared  with  the  delibera*  knowing  their  circumstances  to  be  exceeoingiy 

tive  power,  exercised  in  the  other  houses,  be  doubtAil,  came  to  a  resolution  provldentiv  cao- 

such  a  share  in  the  legislature,  as  to  produce  a  tioning  the  lords  of  the  treasury  andnst  ins  iC* 

due  balance  in  favour  of  that  branch  :  and  thus  ceptance  of  these  ImIIs,  until  thelmuae  sbeuM 

justify  the  previous  interference  of  (he  crown,  otherwise  direct.     The  court  lords  then  look 

iu  the  manner  lately  used.    The  following  will  occasion  to  declare  against  the  resolutioa  u 

servo  to  shew  how  much  foundation  there  is  for  illegal,  by  the  commons  undertaking  to  ifirect 

great  caution,  concerninsr  these  novel  specula-  in  the  execution  of  a  trust  created  by  act  of  ptf^ 

tions.  Lord  Shelburne,  in  his  celebrated  speech,  liatnent.    The  house  justly  alarmed  at  this  re* 

April  8ih,  177S,  expresses  himself  as  follows:  solution,  which  went  to  the  destruction  of  tbe 

Viile  Parliamentary  Register^  vol.  x.  whole  of  its  superintending  capacity,  and  psN 

*'  The  noble  and  learm^d  lord  on  the  wool-  ticiilarly  in  matters  relative  to  Its  own  pronsoi 

sack,  in  the  debate  which  opened  the  business  of  money,  directed  a  committee  to  searck  Ikt 

of  this  day,  asserted  that  your  lordships  were  journals,  and  they  found  a  regular  seriis  of 

incompetent  to  make  any  alterathm  in  a  money  precedents,  commencing  from  the  renoiaMOi 

bill,  or  a  bUl  of  supply.    I  should  be  glad  to  see  those  records,  and  earned  on  to  that  dayi  If 
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Fearing,  from  these  extraordinary  admoni-  by  the  same  efTects  which  it  has  ever  pro- 

tions,  and  fi^m  the  new  doctrines,  which  seem  duced,  during  the  happy  and  glorious  reigns 

to  have  dictated  several  unusual  expressions,  <^  his  majesty's  royal  progenitors ;  not  doubt- 

^bmX  his  majesty  has  been  abused  by  false  re-  ing  but  that,  in  all  those  points,  wo  shall  be 

presentations  of  the  late  proceedings  in  par-  considered  as  a  counsel  of  wisdom  and  weight 

uament,  we  think  it  our  duty  respectfully  to  to  advise,  and  not  merely  as  an  accuser  of  com- 

bdorm  his  majesty,  that  no  attempt  whatever  petence  to  criminate.*      This  house  claims 

has  been  made  against  his  lawful  prerogatives,  both  capacities ;  and  we  trust  we  shaU  be  lefi 

or  against  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  to  our  free  discretion  which  of  them  we  shall 

peers,  by  the  late  house  of  commons,  in  any  employ  as  best  calculated  for  his  majesty's, 

•f  their  addresses,  votes,  or  resolutions :  nei-  and  the  national  service. — ^Whenever  we  shall 

tfier  do  we  know  of  any  proceeding  by  bill,  in  see  it  expedient  to  offer  our  advice  concerning 

wfaidi  it  was  proposed  to  abridge  the  extent  his  majesty^s  servants,  who  are  those  of  the 

of  his  royal  prerogative:  but,  if  such  provision  public,  we  confidently  hope,  that  the  personal 

had  existed  in  any  bill,  we  protest,  and  we  de-  favour  of  any  minister,  or  any  set  of  ministers, 

dare,  against  all  speeches,  acts  or  addresses,  will  not  be  more  dear  to  his  majesty,  than  the 

Aonn  any  persons  whatsoever,  which  have  a  credit  and  character  of  a  house  of  commons. 

tendency  to  consider  such  bills,  or  the  perscms  It  is  an  experiment  full  (^  peril  to  put  the  repre- 

OSDcemed  in  them,  as  just  objects  of  any  kind  sentative  wisdom  and  justice  of  his  majesty's 

'tf  censing   and  punishment  team  the  throne,  people  in  the  wrong ;  it  is  a  crooked  and  despc- 

Keceasary  ref(Hinati<nis  may  hereafter  require,  rate  design,  leading  to  mischief,  the  extent  of 

It  diey  have  frequently  done  in  former  times,  which  no  human  wisdom  can  foresee,  to  at- 

IbutadoBS  and  abridgements,  and  in  some  tempt  to  form  a  prerogative  party  in  the  na- 

unns  an  entire  extinction  of  some  branch  of  tion,  to  be  resorted  to  as  occasion  shall  require, 

fnm>giXvre.    If  bills  should  be  improper  in  the  in  derogation  from  the  authority  of  the  com- 

§Km  in  which  they  appear  in  the  house  where  mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled: 

fhej  originate,  they  are  liable,  by  the  wisdom  it  is  a  contrivance  full  of  danger,  for  ministers 

nt  this  constitution,  to  be  corrected,  and  even  to  set  up  the  representative  and  constituent 

to  be  totally  set  aside,  elsewhere.     This  is  bodies  of  the  commons  of  this  kingdom  as  two 

Ae  known,  the  legal,  and  i!io  safe  remedy :  separate  and  distinct  powers,  formed  to  coun- 

hutvrfiatever,  by  the  manifestation  of  the  royal  terpoise  each  other,  leavmg  the  preference  in 

jjupleagure,  tends    to    intimidate    individual  the  hands  of  secret  advisers  of  the  crown.    la 

■embers  from  proposing,  or  thisi  house  from  such  a  situation  of  things,  these  advisers, 

tfothringf  debating,  and  passing  bills,  tends  to  taking  advantage  of  the  differences  which  may 

pevent  erea  the  beginning  c^  every  reforma-  accidentally  arise,  or  may  purposely  be  fb- 

tionki  the  state;  and  utterly  destroys  the  de-  mented  between  them,  will  have  it  in  their 

Kberative  capacity  of  parliament. — We  there-  choice  to  resort  to  the  one  or  the  other,  as  may 

ive  daim,  demand,  and  insist  upon  it,  as  our  best  suit  the  purposes  of  their  sinister  ambition. 

wdoobted   right,  that   no  persons   shall  be  By  exciting  an  emulation  and  contest  between 

deemed  proper  objects  (^animadversion  by  the  the  representative  and  the  constituent  bodies, 

eeown,  in  any  mode  whatever,  for  the  votes  as  parties  contending  for  credit  and  influence 

aiUefa  they  give,  or  the  propositions  which  at  the  throne,  sacrifices  will  be  made  by  both ; 

tfiey  make,  in  parliament.  and  the  whole  can  end  in  nothing  else  than  the 

We  humbly  conceive,  that  besides  its  share  destruction  of  the  dearest  rights  and  liberties 

«f  tiie  legislative  power,  and  its  right  of  im-  of  the  nation.    If  there  must  be  another  mode 

peadunent,  that  by  the  law  and  usage  of  par-  of  conveying  the  collective  sense  of  the  people 

iniBent,  this   bouse   has  other  powers  and  to  the  throne  than  that  by  the  house  of  com- 

fipaiilies,  wliich  it  is  bound  to  maintain,  mons,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  and  defined,  and  its 

This  house  is  assured,  that  our  humble  advice  authority  ought  to  be  settled :   it  ought  not 

OS  the  exercise  of  prerogative  will  be  heard  to  exist  in  so  precarious  and  dependent  a 

vkhlbesame  attention  with  which  it  has  ever  state  as  that  ministers  should    have  it   in 

heeo  regarded ;  and  that  it  will  be  followed  their  power,  at  their  own  mere  pleasure,  to 

^diiUk  k  appesrad,  that  the  house  interfered  by        *  *^l  observe  at  the  same  time,  that  there  is 

m  antbcriuuive  advice  and  admonition,  upon  no  charge  or  complaint  suggested  against  my 

^mj  aa  of  executive  government  without  ex-  present  ministers.''— TAe  king's  answer j  25/A 

tipiiuu  ;  and  in  many  much  stronger  cases  than  February  1784.  to  the  address  of  the  house  of 

4it  vkich  the  lords  thought  proper  to  quarrel  commons.    Vide  Resolutions  oj  the  House  qf 

n^  :-    .      . .  CommxmSy printed/or  Debrettt p.  31.    .  . 
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acknowledge  it  with  respect,  or  to  reject  it    abrink  fixm  efeiy  aenrice,  whidi,  however 
with  scorn.  neoeaiary,  is  of  a  great  and  arduous  nature; 
It  is  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown     or  thi^,  willing  to  provide  for  the  public  neces- 
to  dissolve  parliament ;  but  we  beg  leave  to     sities,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  the 
lay  before  his  majesty,  that  it  is,  of  all  the     means  of  performing  that  task,  they  will  ex- 
trusts  vested  in  his  majesty,  the  most  critical     change  independence  &ir  protection,  and  will 
and  delicate,  and  that  in  which  this  house  has     court  a  subsorieiU  existence  throu^  the  &- 
the  most  reason  to  require,  not  cmly  the  good  vow  of  those  ministers  of  state,  or  those  se- 
faith,  but  the  favour  of  the  crown.    His  com-  eret  advisers,  who  ou^  themselves  to  stand 
mens  are  not  always  upon  a- par  with  his  mi-  in  awe  of  the  commons  of  this  roalm. 
nisters  in  an  application  to  popular  judgment:        A  house  of  conmxms,  respected  by  his  mi- 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  members  of  this  nisters,  is  essential  to  his  majesty's  service : 
house  to  go  to  their  election  at  the  moment  it  is  fit  that  they  should  yield  to  parliament, 
the  most  favourable  for  them.    It  is  in  the  and  not  that  pariiament  should  be  new  mo- 
power  of  the  crown  to  choose  a  time  fcMr  their  delled  until  it  is  fitted  to  their  purposes.    If 
dissolution  vHiilst  great  and  arduous  matters  our  authority  is  only  to  be  held  up  when  we 
of  state  and  legislation  are  depending,  whidi  coincide  in  opinion  with  his  majesty's  advisers, 
may  be  easily  misunderstood,  and  which  can-  but  is  to  be  set  at  nought  the  moment  it  differs 
not  be  fully  explained  before  that  misunder-  fi^om  them,  the  house  of oommoos  will  sink  into  a 
standing  may  prove  fatal  to  the  honour  that  mere  appendage  ofadministratioo;  and  will  lose 
belongs,  and  to  the  consideration  that  is  due,  dist  independent  characteri^ch,  inseparably 
to  members  of  parliament.  ccxmecting  the  hcmour  and  reputation  with 
With  his  majesty  is  the  gift  of  all  the  re-  the  acts  of  this  house,  enables  us  to  affoid  a 
wards,  the  honours,  distinctions,  favour,  and  real,  eflfective,  and  substantial  support  to  his 
graces  of  the  state ;  with  his  majesty  is  the  government.    It  is  the  deference  shewn  to  our 
mitigation  of  all  the  rigours  of  the  law ;  and  opinion,  when  we  dissent  firom  the  servants 
we  rejoice  to  see  the  crown  possessed  of  trusts  of  the  crown,  which  alone  can  give  authority 
calculated  to   obtain  good-will,  and  charged  to  the  proceedings  of  this  house,  when  it  coo- 
with  duties  which  are  popular  and  pleasing,  curs  with  their  measures. 
Our  trusts  are  of  a  different  kind.    Our  duties         That  authority  once  lost,  the  credit  of  his 
are  harsh  and  invidious  in  their  nature ;  and  majesty's  crown  will  be  impaired  in  the  eyes 
justice  and  safety  is  all  we  can  expect  in  the  of  all  nations.    Foreign  powers,  who  may  yet 
exercise  of  them.    We  are  to  ofier  salutary,  wish  to  revive  a  friendly  intercourse  with  this 
which  isnot  always  pleasing,  counsel :  we  are  nation,  will  look  in  vain  for  that  hold  which  gave 
to  inquire  and  to  accuse :  and  the  objects  of  a  connection  with  Great  Britain  the  prefe- 
our  inquiry  and  charge  will  be  for  the  most  rence  to  an  alliance  with  any  other  state.    A 
part  persons  of  wealth,  power,  and  extensive  house  of  commons,  of  which  ministers  were 
connections :  we  are  to  make  rigid  laws  for  known  to  stand  in  awe,  where  every  thing 
the  preservation  of  revenue,  which  of  neces-  was  necessarily  discussed,  on  principles  fit  to 
sity  more  or  less  confine  some  action,  or  re-  be  openly  and  publicly  avowed,  and  which 
stnun  some  function,  which  before  was  fi-ee:  could  not  be  retracted  or  varied  without  dan- 
what  is  the  most  critical  and  invidious  of  all,  ger,  furnished  a  ground  of  confidence  in  Uio 
the  whole  body  of  the  public  impositions  ori-  public  faith,  which  the  engagement  of  no 
ginate  from  us,  and  the  hand  of  the  house  of  -  state  dependent  on  the  fluctuation  of  personal 
commons  is  seen  and  felt  in  every  burthen  favour,  and  private  advice,  can  ever  pretend 
that  presses  on  the  people.  Whilst,  ultimately,  to.    If  faith  with  the  bouse  of  commons,  the 
we  are  serving  them,  and  in  the  first  instance  grand  security  for  the  national  faith  itself,  cm 
whilst  we  are  serving  his  majesty,  it  will  be  be  broken  with  impuni^,  a  wound  is  given  io 
hard,  indeed,  ifwc  should  see  a  house  of  com-  the  political  importance  ofGreat  Britain,  which 
mons  the  victim  of  its  zeal  and  fidelity,  sacri-  will  not  easily  be  healed, 
ficed  by  his  ministers  to  those  very  popular        That  there  was  a  great  variance  between 
discontents  which  shall  be  excited  by  our  du-  the  late  house  of  ccHnmons  and  certain  pe^ 
tiful  endeavours  for  the  security  and  greatness  sons,  whom  his  majesty  has  been  advised  to 
of  his  throne.    No  other  consequence  can  re-  make  and  continue  as  ministers,  in  defiance 
suit  from  such  an  example,  but  that,  in  future,  of  the  advice  of  that  house,  is  notorious  to  the 
the  house  of  commons,  consulting  its  safety  at  world.    That  house  did  not  confide  in  those 
tiie  expense  of  its  duties,  and  sufiTering  the  ministers;  and  they  withheki  their  confidence 
whole  energy  of  the  state  to  be  relaxed,  will  fit>m  them  for  reasons  for  which  posteri^  will 
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mod  retpeet  the  names  of  those  who  tending  to  shake  the  very  foundation  of  the 
ed  that  hoose  of  commons,    distin-  authority  of  the  house  of  peers ;  and  they 
fiririMd  fcr  its  independence.     They  could  branded  it  as  such  by  their  resolution. 
BOt  eonfide  in  persons  who  have  shewn  a  dis-  The  house  had  not  sufficient  evidence  to 
positioti  to  dark  and  dangerous  intrigues.    By  enable  them  legally  to  punish  this  practice, 
Ibeee  intrigues  they  have  weakened,  if  not  but  they  had  enough  to  caution  them  against 
destroyed,  the  dear  assurance  which  his  ma*  all  confidence  in  the  authors  and  abettors  of 
Jesty's  people,  and  which  all  nations  ought  to  it.    They  performed  their  duty  in  humbly  ad- 
have,  of  what  are,  and  what  are  not,  the  real  vising  his  majesty  against  the  employment  of 
■ete  of  lus  government.  such  ministers ;  but  his  majesty  was  advised 
IT  it  ahocdd  be  seen  that  his  ministers  may  to  keep  those  ministers,  and  to  dissolve  that 
oondmie  in  their  offices,  without  any  signifi-  parliament.    The  house,  aware  of  the  impoiw 
cation  to  them  of  his  majesty's  displeasure  at  tance  and  urgency  of  its  duty  with  regard  to 
anj  of  their  measures,  whilst  persons  conside-  the  British  interests  in  India,  which  were  and 
nble  tor  their  rank,  and  known  to  have  had  are  in  the  utmost  disorder,  and  in  the  utmost 
aeceas  to  his  majesty's  sacred  person,  can  peril,  most  humbly  requested  his  majesty  not 
with  impunity  abuse  that  advantage,  and  em-  to  dissolve  the  parliament  during  the  course 
plogr  hifl  majesty's  name  to  disavow  and  coun*  of  their  very  critical  proceedings  on  that  sub- 
taract  the  proceedings  of  his  official  servants,  ject.    His  majesty's  gracious  condescension 
■othing  bat  distrust,  discord,  debility,  con-  to  that  request  was  conveyed  in  the  royal  faith, 
tempt  of  all  authority,  and  general  concision,  pledged  teahouse  of  parliament,  and  solemnly 
<9ai  prevail  in  his  government.  delivered  from  the  throne.    It  was  but  a  very 
Tina  we  la}  bc^re  his  majes^,  with  hu-  few  days  after  a  committee  had  been,  with  the 
mili^  and  concern,  as  the  inevitable  effect  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  chancellor  of 
of  a  spirit  of  intrigue  in  his  executive  govern-  exchequer,  appointed  for  an  inquiry  into  cer- 
■lent;  an  evil  whidi  we  have  but  too  much  tain  accounts  delivered  to  the  house  by  the 
namoa  to  be  persuaded  exists  and  increases,  court  of  directors,  and  then  actually  engaged 
EHning  die  course  of  the  last  session  it  broke  in  that  inquiry,  that  the  ministers,  regardless 
out  in  a  manner  the  most  alarming.    This  of  the  assurance  given  fi-om  the  crown  to  a 
evil  was  infinitely  aggravated  by  the  unautho-  house  of  commons,  did  dissolve  that  parlia- 
rised,  bat  not  disavowed  use  which  has  been  ment.    We  most  humbly  submit  to  his  majes- 
nade  of  his  majes^s  name,  for  the  purpose  ty's  consideration  the  consequences  of  this 
of  the  most  unconstitutional,  corrupt,  and  dis-  their  breach  of  public  faiA. 
hooooraMe  influence  on  the  minds  of  themen>>  Whilst  the  members  of  the  house  of  com- 
bers of  parliament,  that  ever  was  practised  in  mons,  under  that  security,  were  engaged  in  his 
diis  kingdom.    No  attention,  even  to  the  ex-  majesty's  and  the  national  business,  endeavours 
tsrioor  decorum,  in  the  practice  of  corruption,  were  industriously  used  to  calumniate  those 
and   intimidation  employed   on  peers,  was  whom  it  was  found  impracticaUe  to  corrupt. 
observed :  several  peers  were  obliged  under  The  reputation  of  Che  members,  and  the  repvt* 
menaces  to  retract  their  declarations,  and  to  tation  of  the  house  itself,  was  undermined  in 
recall  their  proxies.  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  comnoons  have  the  deepest  interest  in  In  the  speech  from  the  thrtme  relative  to 

the  parity  and  integrity  of  the  peerage.    The  India,  we  are  cautioned  by  the  ministers, 

peers  dispose  of  all  the  property  in  the  king-  "not  to  lose  sight  of  the  effect  any  measure 

don,  in  die  last  resort ;  and  they  dispose  of  it  may  have  on  the  constitution  of  our  country." 

oo  their  honour  and  not  on  their  oaths,  as  all  We  are  apprehensive  that  a  calumnious  report 

the  members  of  every  other  tribunal  in  the  spread  abroad  of  an  attack  upon  his  majesty's 

kingdom  must  do;  though  in  them  the  pro-  prerogative  by  the  late  house  of  commons,  may 

ceeding  is  not  conclusive.    We  have,  there-  have  made  an  impression  on  his  royal  mind, 

fore,  a  right  to  demand  that  no  application  and  have  given  occasion  to  this  unusual  admo- 

shall  be  made  to  peers  of  such  a  nature  as  nition  to  the  present.    This  attack  is  charged 

may  give  room  to  call  in  question,  much  less  to  have  been  made  in  the  late  parliament,  by  a 

to  attaint,  our  sole  security  for  all  that  we  bill  which  passed  the  house  of  commons  in  the 

"his  corrupt  proceeding  appeared  late  session  of  that  parliament,  for  the  regula- 


This  corrupt  proceeding  appeared  late  session  of  that  parliament, 

to  the  hoose  of  commons,  who  are  the  natural  tion  of  the  affairs,  for  the  preservation  of  the 

piardians  of  the  purity  of  parliament,  and  of  commerce,   and   for  the  amendment  of  tha- 

the  purity  of  every  branch  of  judicature,  a  government  of  this  nation,  in  the  East  Indies, 
most  reprehensible  and  dangerous  practice.        That  his  majesty  and  his  people  may  have 
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an  opportunity  of  entering  into  tlie  ground  of 
this  injurious  charge,  wu  beg  leave  humbly  to 
acquaint  hii  majeitty,  that,  far  from  having 
made  any  infringement  whatsoever  on  any  part 
of  hb  royal  prero;j;ative,  that  bill  did,  for  a 
limited  time,  give  to  his  majesty  certain 
powers  never  before  possessed  by  the  crown ; 
and  for  thu  his  present  ministers  (who,  rather 
than  fall  short  in  the  number  of  their  calum- 
nies, employ  some  that  are  contradictory)  have 
slandered  Uiis  house,  as  aiming  at  the  exten- 
sion of  an  unconstitutional  influence  in  his 
majesty's  crown.  This  pretended  attempt  to 
increase  the  ijifluence  of  the  crown,  they  were 
weak  enough  to  endeavour  to  persuade  his 
majesty's  |)eoplo  was  among  the  causes  which 
excited  his  majesty's  resentment  against  his 
late  mimsters. 

Further,  to  remove  the  impressions  of  this 
calumny  concerning  an  attempt  in  the  house  of 
commons  again^st  his  prerogative,  it  is  proper 
to  inform  his  majesty,  that  the  territorial  pos- 
■essions  in  the  East  Indies  never  have  been 
declared,  by  any  public  judgment,  act,  or  in- 
strument, or  any  resolution  of  parliament  what- 
soever, to  be  the  subject  matter  of  his  majesty's 
prerogative ;  nor  have  they  ever  been  under- 
stood as  belonging  to  his  ordinary  administra- 
tion, or  to  be  annexed  or  united  to  his  crown ; 
but  that  they  are  acquisitions  of  a  new  and  pe- 
culiar description,*  unknown  to  the  ancient 
executive  constitution  of  this  country. 

From  time  to  time,  therefore,  parliament 

*  The  territorial  possessions  in  the  East  Indies 
were  acquired  to  the  company,  in  virtue  of 
grants  fl-om  the  Great  Mogul,  in  the  nature  of 
offices  and  jurisdictions,  to  be  held  under  Aim, 
and  dependent  upon  his  crown ;  with  the  express 
condition  of  being  obedient  lo  orders  from  hit 
court,  and  of  paying  an  annual  tribute  to  his 
treasury.  It  is  true,  that  no  obedience  is  yielded 
to  these  orders  *,  and  for  some  time  past  there 
has  been  no  payment  made  of  thi:)  tribute.  But 
it  is  under  a  grant,  so  conditioned,  that  they  still 
hold.  To  subject  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as 
tributary  to  a  foreign  power,  by  the  acts  of  his 
subjects— to  suppose  the  grant  valid,  and  yet  the 
condition  void — to  suppfjsc  it  good  for  the  icing, 
and  insufficient  for  the  company — to  suppose  it 
an  interest  divisible  between  the  parlies  ; — these 
are  some  few  of  the  many  legal  nifficulties  to  be 
surmounted,  before  the  common  law  of  England 
can  acknowledge  the  East  India  company's 
Asiatic  affairs  to  be  a  subject  matter  of  srero^o- 
live,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  verge  of  Engllah 
jurisprudence.  It  is  a  very  anomalous  species  of 
power  and  property  which  is  held  by  the  East 
India  company*  Our  English  prerogative  law 
does  not  furnish  principles,  much  less  prece* 
dents,  by  which  it  can  be  defined  or  adjusted. 
Nothing  but  the  eminent  dominion  of  parlia- 
ment over  every  British  subject  in  every  con- 
CVP,  and  in  every  circumstance  in  which  he  is 


provided  for  their  govemment  aoeoidiBg  to  in 
discretion,  and  to  its  opinion  of  what  was  n- 
quired  by  the  public  necessities.  We  do  sol 
know  that  his  naajesty  was  entided,  fay  pie> 
rogative,  to  exercise  any  act  of  uiharity 
whatsoever  in  the  company's  a^irsjordatia 
effect,  such  authority  has  ever  been  exereini 
His  majesty's  patronage  was  not  taken  imf 
by  that  bill ;  because  it  is  notoriooi  that  im 
majesty  never  originally  had  the  appoiotmHl 
of  a  single  officer,  civil  or  military,  in  ^ 
company's  establishment  in  India ;  nor  h»  ths 
least  degree  of  patronage  ever  been  ao^nrad  to 
the  crown  in  any  other  manner  or  mesniy 
than  as  the  power  was  thought  e3q>edient  to  bs 
granted  by  act  of  parliament ;  that  is,  fay  lbs 
very  same  authority  by  which  the  offioos  wot 
disposed  of  and  regulated  in  the  bill,  vfaidi 
his  majesty's  servants  have  falsely  aaii  wf^ 
riously  represented  as  infringing  upon  the  pi^ 
rogative  (^the  crown. 

Before  the  year  1773  the  whole  admiaiiti** 
tion  of  India,  and  the  ^ole  patronage  to  office 
there,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  East  lodis 
company.  The  East  India  company  is  nta 
branch  of  his  majesty's  prerogative  adminii- 
tration,  nor  does  that  body  exercise  any  ipe- 
cies  of  authority  under  it,  nor  indeed  fromasy 
British  title,  that  does  not  derive  all  its  kgil 
validity  from  acts  of  parliament. 

When  a  claim  was  asserted  to  die  hdia 
territorial  possessions  in  the  occupation  of  tfas 
company,  these  possessions  were  not  cliimsJ 
as  parcel  of  his  majesty's  patrimonial  estate, 
or  as  a  fruit  of  the  ancient  inheritance  of  fail 
crown.  They  were  claimed  for  the  pidilie. 
And  when  agreements  were  made  wUh  tfao 
East  India  company  concerning  any  composi* 
tion  for  the  holding,  or  any  participation  of  tfaa 
profits  of  those  territories,  the  agreemeitf  was 
made  with  the  public,  and  the  preambles  of  dio 
several  acts  have  uniformly  so  stated  it  Tbeie 
agreements  were  not  made  (even  nominally) 
with  his  majesty, but  with  parliament;  andths 
bills  making  and  establishing  such  agreeinealf 
always  originated  in  this  house,  which  appfo- 
priated  the  money  to  await  the  disposition  of 
parliament,  without  the  ceremony  of  previoos 
consent  from  the  crown  even  so  much  as  sop 
gested  by  any  of  his  ministers ;  which  prevkMS 
consent  is  an  observance  of  decorum,  not 
indeed  of  strict  right,  but  generally  paid  wbeo 
a  new  appropriation  takes  place  in  any  part  of 
his  majesty's  prerogative  revenues. 

placed,  can  adjust  this  new  intricate  matter. 
Parliament  may  act  wisely  or  unwisely,  jv0if 
or  unjustly ;  but  parliament  alone  is  coira^"' 
to  it. 
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In  pursuance  of  a  right  thus  uniformly  pmver,  but  Ihs  rsinond  ^  an  old  power,  long 
Jteogmaedj  and  uniformly  acted  on,  when  since  created,  and  then  wdsting,  from  the 
gartiament  undertook  the  reformation  of  the  management  of  those  persons  who  had  mani* 
~  India  company  in  1773,  a  commission  festly  and  dangerously  abused  their  trust.  TUi 
appointed  as  the  commission  in  the  late  house,  which  well  knows  the  parliamentary 
ras  appointed ;  and  it  was  made  to  continue  origin  of  ail  the  company^s  powers  and  privi- 
br  a  term  of  years,  as  the  commission  in  the  leges,  and  is  not  ignorant  or  negligent  of  the 
ktm  bin  was  to  continue ;  all  the  commissicuiers  authority  which  may  vest  those  powers  and 
iMhu  named  in  parliament,  as  in  the  late  bill  privileges  in  others,  if  justice  and  the  public 
§my  were  named.  As  they  received,  so  they  safety  so  require,  is  conscious  to  itself,  that  it 
Md  their  offices,  wholly  independent  of  the  no  more  creates  a  new  order  in  the  state,  by 
I ;  they  held  them  for  a  fixed  term ;  they  making  occasional  trustees  for  the  direction  of 
not  removable  by  an  address  of  either  the  compatny,  than  it  originally  did  in  giving  a 
,  or  even  of  both  houses  of  parliament,  a  much  more  permanent  trust  to  the  directors,  or 
ution  observed  in  the  late  bill,  relative  to  the  general  court  of  that  body.  The  mono- 
the  commissi(Hiers  proposed  therein ;  nor  poly  of  the  East  India  company  was  a  dero- 
they  bound  by  tlie  strict  rules  of  pro>  gation  from  the  general  freedom  of  trade  be- 
which  regulated  and  restrained  the  late  longing  to  his  majesty's  people.  The  powers 
i<Hiers  against  all  possible  abuse  of  a  of  government,  and  of  peace  and  war,  are  parts 
which  could  not  fail  of  being  diligently  of  prerogative  of  the  highest  order.  Of  our 
imbMsly  watched  by  the  ministers  of  the  competence  to  restrain  the  rights  of  all  his 
,  and  the  proprietocs  of  the  stock,  as  well  subjects  by  act  of  parliament,  and  to  vest  those 
M  hj  parliament.  Their  proceedings  were,  high  and  eminent  prerogatives  even  in  a  par- 
It  that  bill,  directed  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  ticular  company  of  merchants,  there  has  been 
•MOy  to  subject  them  to  the  strictest  revision  no  question.  We  beg  leave  most  humbly  to 
flf  both,  in  case  of  any  malversation.  claim  as  (Hir  right,  and  as  a  right  which  this 
In  the  year  1780,  an  act  of  parliament  again  house  has  always  used,  to  frame  such  bilb,  for 
wade  provision  for  the  government  of  those  theregulationofthatcommerce,  andof  theter- 
territories  for  another  four  years,  without  any  ritories  held  by  the  East  India  company,  and 
■ort  of  refermice  to  prerogative ;  nor  was  the  every  thing  relating  to  them,  as  to  our  discre* 
least  objection  taken  at  the  second,  more  than  tion  shall  seem  fit:  and  we  assert  and  maintain, 
w/t  the  first  of  those  periods,  as  if  an  infringe-  that  therein  we  follow,  and  do  not  innovate  on 
■ent  had  been  made  upon  the  rights  of  the  the  constitution. 

crown;   yet   his   majesty's  ministers    have  That  his  majesty's  ministers,  misled  by- 

Aoogfat  fit  to  represent  the  late  commission  as  their  ambition,  have  endeavoured,  if  possible, 

•n  entire  innovation  on  the  constitution,  and  to  form  a  faction  in  the  country  against  the 

te  setting  up  a  new  order  and  estate  in  the  pc^ular  part  of  the  constitution ;  and  have 

mtioo,  tending  to  the  subversion  of  the  mo-  therefore  thought  proper  to  add  to  their  slan- 

narcfaj  itself.  derous  accusation  against  a  house  of  partia- 

Jf  me  government  of  the  East  Indies,  other  ment,  relative  to  his  majesty's  prerogative, 

than  by  his  majesty's  prerogative,  be,  in  efiect,  a  another  of  a  difierent  -  nature,  calculated  for 

feortfa  order  in  the  conunonwealth,  this  order  has  the  purpose  of  raising  fears  and  jealousies 

long  existed ;  because  the  East  India  company  among  the  corporate  bodies  of  the  kingdom,  and 

has  (or  many  years  enjoyed  it  in  the  fullest  of  persuading  uninformed  persons  belonging  to 

estent,  and  does  at  this  day  enjoy  the  whole  thoise  corporations  to  look  to,  and  to  make  ad- 

■dmioiatration   of  those   provinces,  and  the  dresses  to  them  as  protectors  of  their  rights, 

patronage  to  offices  throughout  that  great  em-  under  their  several  charters,  fi-om  the  designs 

|Mre,  except  as  it  is  ccmtrouled  by  act  of  par-  which  they,  without  any  ground,  charged  the 

liamenf.  then  house  of  commons  to  have  formed  against 

It  was  the  ill-oonditioa,  and  ill-administra-  charters  in  general.     For  this  purpose  they 

tion  of  the  company's  afiairs,  which  induced  have  not  scrupled  to  assert,  that  the  exertion 

diis  house  (merely  as  a  temporary  establish-  of  his  majesty's  prerogative  in  the  late  preci- 

ment)  to  vest  the  same  powers  which  the  com-  pitate  change  in  his  administration,  and  the 

pany  did  before  possess,  (and  no  other,)  ibr  a  dissolution  of  the  late  parliament,  were  mea^ 

limited  time,  and  under  very  strict  directions,  sures  adopted  in  order  to  rescue  the  people  and 

in  proper  hands,  until  they  could  be  restored,  their  rights  out  of  the  hands  of  the  house  of 

or  fiviber  provision  made  concerning  them,  commons,  their  representatives. 

It  was  therefcra  no  creation  whatever  of  a  new  We  trast  that  his  miyesty^s  iufayocti  are  not 
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yet  80  far  deluded  as  to  believe  that  the  char-  But  the  late  house  of  commoDs  m  ptanngdtat 

ten,  or  that  any  other  of  their  local  or  general  bill,  made  no  attmck  upon  any  powers  or  fan- 

privileges  can  have  a  solid  security  in  any  leges,  except  such  as  a  house  of  coaunon  bH 

place  but  where  that  security  has  ahvays  been  frequently  attadced,  and  will  attadt,  (and  ikj 

kwked  for,  and  always  found,  in  the  house  of  Irusti  in  the  end,  with  their  wonted  snocesii) 

commons.     Miserable  and  precarious  indeed  that  is,  upon  those  which  are  conii|illf  iii 

would  be  the  state  of  their  franchises,  if  they  oppressively  adnoinistered  ;  and  this  boras  i» 

were  to  find  no  defence  but  fi-om  that  quarter  faithfully  assure  his  majesty,  that  we  will  e» 

Grom  whence  they  have  always  been  attacked.*  rect,  and,  if  necessary  for  the  purpoie,  m  ftv 

*  The  attempt  upon  charters  and  the  privi-  Strict  law  is  by  no  means  such  a  friend  tolk 

leges  uf  the  curix)rute  bodies  of  (ho  kingduui  in  rights  of  the  i^ubject,  as  they  have  been  t^i^ 

the  reiij'ns  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  James  to  believe.    They  who  have  been  radst  ooot» 

the  Srcund,  was  made  by  the  crown.    It  was  sant  in  this  kind  of  learning,  will  be  moat  sen* 

carried  on  by  the  onlinary  course  of  law,  in  sible  ofthe  danger  of  sobmittingcarporaterigkll 

courbf  indtiiutvd  for  the  security  of  the  property  of  high  political  importance  lo  these  subordiMit 

and  franchisee  of  the  people.  This  attempt  made  tribunals.    The  general  heads  of  law  oo  thtf 

by  the  crotrv,  wa«  attended  with  complete  sue-  subject  are  vulgar  and  trivial.    On  tbemthen 

cess.    The  corporate  rights  of  the  city  of  Lon-  is  not  much  question.     But  h  Is  far  firom  essftt 

don,  and  of  all  the  commnies  it  contains,  were  determine  what  special  acta,  orwhatspedalMg-' 

by  solemn  judi^ment  of  law  declared  forfeited,  lect  of  action,  shall  subject  corporatiora  io  • 

and  all  their  franchisee,  privileges,  properties  forfeiture.    There  is  so  much  Ismty  in  thh  dot 

and  estates,  were  of  course  seized  itito  the  hands  trine,  that  great  room  is  lefl  for  ftvoar  or  pr^js* 

of  the  crown.    The  injury  was  from  the  crown ;  dice,  which  might  give  to  the  crown  an  tti6n 

the  redress  was  by  parliament.      A  bill  was  dominion  over  those  corporations.  Onl^eodtf 

brought  into  the  hou9e  of  commons,  by  which  hand,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  every  nlbar* 

the  judgment  aifainst  Che  city  of  London,  and  dinate  corporate  right  ought  to  be  subject  to 

against  the  companies,  was  reversed;  and  this  controul;  to  su]ieriour  direction  ;  and  eves  to 

bill  passed  the  house  of  lords  without  any  com-  forfeiture  upon  just  cause.    In  this  reasmud 

plaint  of  trespass  on  their  jurisdiction,  although  law  agree.    In  every  judgment  given  en  acor- 

the  bill  was  for  a  reversal'of  a  judgment  in  law.  porate  right  of  great  political  importamx,  dw 

By  this  act,  which  is  in  the  second  of  William  policy  and  prudence  make  no  small  part  (H  tin 

and  Mary,  chap.  8,  the  question  of  forfeiture  of  question.    To  these  considerations  a  court  of 

Aat  charter  is  for  ever  taken  out  of  the  power  law  is  not  competent ;  and  Indeed  an  attenptit 

of  any  court  of  law.     No  cognizance  can  be  the  least  intermixture  of  such  ideas  with  ths 

taken  of  it  except  in  parliament.  matter  of  law,  could  have  no  other  effoct,  this 

Although  the  act  above-mentioned  has  de-  wholly  to  corrupt  the  judicial  character  of  tin 

clared  the  judgment  against  the  corporation  of  court,  in  which  such  a  cause  should  come  to 

London  to  be  ille^eU  ;  yet  Blackstone  makes  no  be  tried.    It  is  besides  to  be  remarked,  that,  if 

scruple  of  asserting,  that  "  perhaps  in  strict-  in  virtue  of  a  legal  process,  a  ibrfeitore  shosU 

neas  of  law,  the  proceedings  in  most  of  them  be  adjudgedj  the  court  of  law  has  no  power  to 

[the  Quo  Warranto  causes]  were  sufficiently  modify  or  nutigate.    The  whole  franchise  is  an* 

regular,^'  leaving  it  in  doubt,  whether  this  regu-  nihilated,  and  the  corporate  property  goes  into 

iarity  did  not  apply  to  the  corporation  of  London,  the.hands  of  the  crown.  They  who  hold  the  new 

as  well  as  to  any  of  the  rest ;  and  he  seems  to  doctrines  concerning  the  power  of  the  house  of 

blame  the  proceeding  (as  most  blameable  it  was)  commons,  ought  well  to  consider  in  such  a  case 

pot  so  much  on  account  of  illegality,  as  for  the  by  what  means  the  corporate  rights  could  be  r^ 

crown's  having  employed  a  legal  proceeding  for  vived,  or  the  property  could  be  recovered  out  of 

political  purposes.    He  calls  H  "  an  exertion  of  the  hands  of  the  crown.    But  parliament  ran  do, 

an  tut  of  law  for  the  purposes  of  the  state."  what  the  courts  neither  can  do  nor  ought  to  a^ 

The  same  security  which  was  given  to  the  tempt.     Parliament  is  competent  to  give  duo 

city  of  London,  would  have  been  extended  to  all  weight  to  all  political  considerations.    It  may 

the  corporations,  if  the  house  of  commons  could  modify;  it  may  mitigate;   and  it  may  render 

have  prevailed.    But  the  bill  for  that  purpose  perfectly  seciure,  all  that  it  does  not  think  ft  to 

passed  but  by  a  majority  uf  one  in  the  lords;  takeaway.    It  is  not  likely  that  parliament  will 

and  it  was  entirely  lost  by  a  prorogation,  which  ever  draw  to  itself  the  cognizance  of  questioM 

is  the  act  of  the  crown.   Small,  indeed,  was  the  concerning  ordinary  corporations,  farther  than 

security  which  the  corporation  of  London  en-  to  protect  them  in  case  attempts  are  made  to  in* 

joyed,  before  the  act  of  William  and  Mary,  duce  a  forfeiture  of  their  franchises, 

and  which  all  the  other  corporations  secured  The  case  of  the  East  India  company  is  dif* 

by  no  statute,  er)joy  at  this  hour,  if  strict  law  ferent  even  from  that  of  the  greatest  of  theM 

was   employed   against   them.      The   use  of  corporations.    No  monopoly  of  trade,  beyond 

strict  law  has  always  been  rendered  very  deli-  their  own  limits,  is  vested  in  the  corporate  body 

cate  by  the  same  means,  by  which  the  almost  of  any  town  or  city  in  the  kingdom.    Enn 

unmeasured  legal  powers  residing  (and  in  many  within  these  limits  the  monopoly  is  not  general 

instances  dangerously  residing)  in  the  crown.  The  company  has  the  monopoly  of  the  tndeof 

are  kept  within  due  bounils ;  I  mean,  that  strong  half  the  world.    The  first  corporadon  of  die 

superintending  power  in  the  house  of  commons,  kingdom,  has  for  the  object  of  its  jurisdiction 

which  inconsiderate  people  have  been  prevailed  only  a  few  matters  of  subordinate  poli&a.  Tbs 

m^  to  coodemn  as  trenching  on  prerogative.  East  India  company  governs  an  empire  thioofk 
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in  us  lies,  will  wholly  destroy  every  spe-  of  parliament.    That  bill,  so  far  from  oonfia- 

of  power  and  authority  exercised  by  Bri-  eating  the  company's  property,  was  the  <mly 

tii^  subjects  to  the  oppression,  wrong,  and  one  which,  for  several  years  past,  did  not,  in 

detriment  of  the  people,  and  to  the  impoverish-  some  shape  or  other,  afiect  their  property,  or 

toent  and  desolation  of  the  countries  subject  restrain  them  in  the  disposition  of  it. 
to  it.  It  is  proper  that  his  majesty  and  all  hig 

Hie  propagators  of  the  calumnies  against  people  should  be  informed,  that  the  house  oi 

Ifcat  house   c^  parliament  have  been  indefa-  commons  have  proceeded,  with  regard  to  the 

tfgable  in  exaggerating^  the  supposed  injury  East  India  company,  with  a  degree  of  care, 

d(mti  to  the  East  India  company  by  the  sus-  circumspection,  and  deliberation,  which  has  not 

pcftidion  of  the  authorities  which  they  have,  in  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  parliamentary 

#f\Dfy  instance,  abused ;  as  if  power  had  been  proceedings.    For  sixteen  years  the  state  and 

wfested,  by  wrong  and  violence,  from  just  and  condition  of  that  body  has  never  been  wholly 

|Kadeot  hands;  but  they  have,  with  equal  care,  out  of  their  view  :  in  the  year  1767,  the  house 

Wbcealed  the  weighty  groimds  and  reasons  on  took  those  objects  into  consideration,  in  a  com- 

irfkich  that  house  had  adopted  the  most  mode-  mittee  of  the  whole  house  :  the  business  was 

tMe  of  all  possible  expedients  for  rescuing  the  pursued   in  the  following  year :  in  the  year 

mti  ires   of  India  from  oppression,    and    for  1772,  two  committees  were  appointed  for  the 

teting  the  interest  of  the  real  and  honest  pro-  same  purpose,  which  examined  into  tlieir  afiaira 

yrietwi  of  their  stock,  as  well  as  that  great  with  much  diligence,  and  made  very  ample 

tetkmal,  commercial  concern,  from  imminent  reports :  in  the  year  1773,  the  proceedings  were 

fain.  carried  to  an  act  of  parliament,  which  proved 

The  ministers  aforesaid  have  also  caused  it  ineffectual  to  its  purpose;  the  oppressions  and 

to  be  reported,  that  the  house  of  commons  have  abuses  in  India  have  since  rather  increased 

eonfiscated  the  property  of  the  East  India  com-  than  diminished,  on  account  of  the  greatness 

IMUiy.    It  is  the  reverse  of  truth.    The  whole  of  the  temptations  and  convenience  of  the  op- 

■ianagement  was  a  trust  for  the  proprietors,  portunites,  which  got  the  better  of  the  legis- 

SDder  their  own  inspection  (and  it  was  so  pro-  lative  provisions  calculated  against  ill  prao- 

Tlded  ^  in  the  bill)  and  under  the  inspection  tices,  then  in  their  beginnings:  insomuch  that, 

in  1781,  two  committees  were  again  institutedi 

•II  its  concerns,  and  all  its  departments,  from  who  have  made  seventeen  reports.    It  was 

tte  ^J^^^J^^f^^^^2^J^±^  pf«?«r?r^?n'  "Pon  ^^^  "nost  '"inute,  exact,  and  laborious  cot 

cils  of  state, — an  empire  to  wnicn  Great  Britam  ,  '^  ^.  ,    ,.         . '      r  /•    ^     ^i.  x  ^u    i 

li  in  comparison  but  a  respectable  province,  lection  and  discussion  of  facts,  that  the  late 

'To  leave   these   concerns   without  superiour  house  of  commons  proceeded  in  the  reform 

eognizance  would  be  madness ;  to  leave  them  to  which  they  attempted  in  the  administration  of 

5isJi5^'"jX^rnc^!  wouw  My":"?:"  ^i'".  •>«  t"*  't.'t  ""'i!;'^  "Z  "^^ 

well  if  the  whole  legislative  power  is  compe-  ^^  means  the  most  dishonourable  to  bis  ma- 

lent  tn  the  correction  of  abuses,  which  are  com-  jesty's  government,  and  the  most  pernicious  to 

nmrarate  to  the  immensity  of  the  object  they  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom.   His  majesty 

*«Sl  M—  «r  ««  .K.»i.,*<>  ,«^»>.  v—  i^Ai^^A  t*.  w*8  80  sensible  of  the  disorders  in  the  com- 

Tbe  Idea  of  an  absolute  power  has  indeed  Its  ,       j    •  •  ^    x-        ^l  *  ^l  -j 

Ivroors ;  but  that  objection  lies  to  every  par-  P*°y  s  admmistration,  that  the  consideration 

Bwnentary  proceeding ;  and  as  no  other  can  re-  of  that  subject  was  no  less  than  six  times  re- 

Mflate  the  abuses  or  such  a  charter,  it  is  fittest  commended  to  this  house  in  speeches  firom  the 

Oiat  sovereign  authority  should  be  exercised,  «kfone 
where  it  is  most  likely  to  be  attended  with  the         —I'         u     r  .l  i- 

Dost  eflFectual  correctives.    These  correctives         The  result  of  the  parliamentary  inquu-ies 

Bte  furnished  by  the  nature  and  course  of  par.  has  been,  that  the  East  India  company  was 

Uamentarv  proceedings,  and  by  the  infinitely  found  totally  corrupted,  and  totally  perverted 

namber,  variety,  and  succession  of  judges  and  political  or  commercial;  that  the  powers  of 

Jorora.  The  fulness,  the  freedom,  and  publicity  war  and  peace  given  by  the  charter  had  been 

ef  dteeussion,  leaves  k  easy  to  distinguish  what  abused,  by  kindlmg  hostilities  in  every  quarter 

tnneuiof  power,  and  what  the  determinations  f    ^    purposes  of  rapme ;  that  almost  all  the 

efeqaitr  and  reason.    There  prejudice  corrects  ^       .    p  i  i^va  o       la^iu^ ,  uiai,  auu^^  <ui  »<«> 

fRJodice,  and  the  different  asperities  of  party  treaties  of  peace  they  have  made,  have  only 

Mai  mitigate  and  neutralize  each  other.    So  far  given  cause  to  so  many  breaches  of  public  fitith ; 

ftWB  violence  being  the  general  characteristic  ^at  countries  once  the  most  flourishing  are 

ar^  proceedings  of  pariiament,  whatever  the  ^      j  ^      ^  j    ^ mdigence,  decay,  and  de- 

bMinnings  of  any  parliamentary  process  may  be,  ^^^^  "^ « «»^«"    «     .  *» .      '  .  ^'  '"^  jT 

Srgwienl  fault  In  the  end  la,  that  it  is  found  In-  population,  to  the  dunmution  of  our  strength, 

complete  and  IneffeauaL  and  to  ih&  infinite  dishonour  of  our  oatioiHil 
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character;  Uiat  tho  laws  of  this  kingdom  are  moment,  incuts  the  hazard  of  becoming  ohoi» 

notoriously,  and  almost  in  every  instance,  de-  ious  to  its  constituents, 

pised  ;  that  the  servants  of  the  company,  by  The  enemies  of  the  late  boose  of  commoiii 

tlic  purchase  o^  qualifications  to  vote  in  the  resolved,  if  possible,  to  bring  oq  that  ereaL 

general  court,  and,  at  length,  by  getting  tlie  They  therefore  endeavoured  to  misrefiresea 

company  itself  deeply  in  their  debt,  have  ob-  the  provident  means  adopted  by  the  hooteot 

tained  the  entire  and  absolute  mastery  in  the  commons  for  keeping  off  this  invidious  Mcei> 

body,  by  which  they  ought  to  have  been  ruled  sity,  as  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  the  EaK 

and    coerced.     Thus  their   malversations   in  India  company ;  (or  they  well  knew  that  on  tht 

office  arc  supporled  instead  of  being  checked  one  hand  if,  for  wanf  of  proper  regulation  ud 

by  the  company.    The  whole  of  the  affairs  of  relief,  the  company  should  become  insolveiit, 

that  body  are  reduced  to  a  most  perilous  situa-  or  even  stop  payment,  the  national  credit  ui 

tion  ;  and  many  millions  of  innocent  and  dc-  commerce  would  sustain  an  heavy  bkm ;  lai 

serving  men,  who  are  under  the  protection  of  that  calamity  would  be  justly  imputed  to  pv- 

this  nation,  and  who  ought  to  be  protected  by  liament,  which  after  such  long  inquiries,  tid 

it,  are  oppressed  by  a  most  despotic  and  rapa-  such  frequent  admonitions  from  his  majes^, 

cious  tyranny.    The  company  and  their  scr-  had  neglected  so  essential  and  so  urgot  u 

vants  have  strengthened  themselves  by  this  article  of  their  duty :  on  the  other  hand  diey 

confederacy,  have  set  at  defiance  the  authority  knew,  that,  wholly  corrupted  as  the  compuj 

and  admonitions  of  this  house  employed  to  re-  is,  nothing  effectual  could  be  dene  to  presera 

form  them  ;  and  when  this  house  had  selected  that  interest  from  ruin,  without  taking  for  i 

certain  principal  delinquents,  whom  they  de-  time  the  national  objects  of  their  trusts  oat  of 

clared  it  the  duly  of  the  company  to  recall,  the  their  hands ;  and  then  a  cry  would  be  iai» 

company  held  out  its  legal  privileges  against  triously  raised  against  the  house  of  commoDS, 

all  reformation ;   positively  refused  to  recall  as  depriving  British  subjects  of  their  legal  pri- 

them;  and  supported  those  who  had  fallen  un-  vilegcs.    The  restraint,  being  plain  and  sio- 

dcr  the  just  censure  of  this  house,  with  new  and  pie,  must  be  easily  understood  by  those  wIm 

stronger  marks  of  countenance  and  approbation,  would  be  brought  with  great  difficult,  to  con- 

The  late  house  discovering  the  reversed  prebend  the  intricate  detail  c^  matters  of  fiid, 

situation  of  the  company,  by  which  the  nomi-  which  render  this  suspension  of  the  adminia- 

oal  servants  are  really  the  masters,  and  the  tration  oflndia  absolutely  necessary  on  motivei 

offenders  are  become  their  own  judges,  thought  of  justice,  of  policy,  of  public  honour,  ani 

fit  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  commerce ;  public  safety. 

and  they  have  also  discovered  that  their  com-  The  house  of  commons  had  not  been  abb 

mercial  affairs  are  in  the  greatest  disorder,  to  devise  a  method,  by  which  the  ledrefl 

that  their  debts  have  accumulated  beyond  any  of  grievances  could  be  effected  throo^  tiw 

present  or  obvious  future  means  of  payment,  at  au£ors  of  those  grievances ;    nor  couU  they 

least  under  the  actual  administration  of  their  imagine  how  corruptions  could  be  purified  by 

affairs;  that  this  condition  of  the  East  India  the  corrupters  and  the  corrupted;  nordu  we 

company  has  begun  to  affect  the  sinking  fund  C(xiceive,  how  any  reformation  can  proceed 

itself,  on  which  the  public  credit  of  the  king-  from  the  known  abettors  and  supporters  of  tho 

dom  rests,  a  million  and  upwards  being  due  to  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  misde* 

the  customs,  which  that  house  of  commons,  meanors  which  parliament  has  reprobated,  and 

whose  intentions  towards  the  company  have  who  for  their  own  ill  purposes  have  gives 

been  so  grossly  misrepresented,  were  indulgent  coimtenance  to  a  false  and  delusive  state  of  tho 

enough  to  respite.    And  thus,  instead  of  con-  company's  affairs,  fabricated  to  mislead  parlia- 

fiscating  their  property,  the  company  received  ment,  and  to  impose  upon  the  nation.'*' 

wiihout  interest  (which  in  such  a  case  had  _.                    . , 

been  before  charged)  the  use  of  a  very  large  „  *    .^IF^'lTi?  **  *®  misrepresentation  belnj 

e  .,         ,,.^     '            m.              "^       ®  J^ow  completely  answered,  there  is  no  douW 

sura  of  the  public  money.    The  revenues  are  but  the  commiuee  in  this  parliament,  appointed 

unJer  the  peculiar  care  of  this  house,  not  only  by  the  ministers  themselves,  will  justify  the 

as  the  revenues  originate  from  us,  but  as,  on  S^ounda  upon  which  the  last  parliament  pro- 

eve^  failure  of  tf.e  fund,  set  apart  for  .upport  ^f.^^  ^,  ^ofV^lS^^jX  i^L^^i  ^ 

ot  the  national  credit,  or  to  provide  for  the  grossnesaoftheir  own  calumnies  upon  this  head, 

national  strength  and  safety,  the  task  of  sup-  By  delay,  the  new  assembly  is  come  to  this  dii* 

plying  every  deficiency  falls  upon  his  majesty's  graceful  situation,  of  allowing  a  dividend  of 

f«M..  co^moo^  ,hi,  housra.a.t,  iniffe'c  tl^S^^'^^iri^^^f^^^^^ 

tax  too  people.   This  house  therefore,  at  every  of  any  dividend  at  all.          •*       ^       o 
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Your  commons  feel,  with  a  just  resentment,  If,  therefore,  in  the  arduous  affairs  recom- 

the  inadequate  estimate  which  your  ministers  mended  to  us,  our  proceedings  should  be  ill 

have  formed  ofthe  importance  ofthis  great  con-  adapted,  feeble  and  ineffectual;   if  no  delin- 

eem.    They  call  on  us  to  act  upon  the  prin-  quency  should  be  prevented,  and  no  delinquent 

ciples  of  those  who  have  not  inquired  into  the  should  be  called  to  account ;  if  every  person 

•id]ject ;  and  to  condemn  those  who,  with  the  should  be  caressed,  promoted,  and  raised  in 

most  laudable  diligence,  have  examined  and  power,  in  proportion  to  the  enormity  of  his 

scrutinized  every  part  <^  it.  The  deliberations  offences ;  if  no  relief  should  be  given  to  any 

of  parliament  have  been  br(^en;  tho  season  of  of  the  natives  unjustly  dispossessed  of  their 

the  year  is  unfavourable ;  many  of  us  are  new  rights,  jurisdictions,  and  properties ;  if  no  cruel 

members,  who  must  be  wholly  unacquainted  and  unjust  exactions  shall  be  forborne ;  if  the 

with  the  subject,  which  lies  remote  from  the  source  of  no  peculation,  or  oppressive  gain 

ordinary  course  of  general  information.  should  be  cut  off;  if,  by  the  omission  of  the 

We  are  cautioned  against  an  infringement  opportunities  that  were  in  our   hands,   our 
of  the  constitution ;   and  it  is  impossible  to  Indian  empire  should  fidl  into  ruin  irretrie- 
know,  what  the  secret  advisers  of  the  crown,  vable,  and  in  its  fall  crush  the  credit,  and  over- 
wfao  have  driven  out  the  late  ministers  for  their  whelm  the  revenues  of  this  country,  we  stand 
conduct  in  parliament,  and  have  dissolved  the  acquitted  to  our  honour,  and  to  our  conscience, 
late  parliament  for  a  pretended  attack  upon  who  have  reluctantly  seen  the  weightiest  inte- 
prerogative,  will  consider  as  suCh  an  infringe-  rests  of  our  country,  at  times  the  most  critical 
meot.    We  are  not  furnished  with  a  rule,  the  to  its  dignity  and  safety,  rendered  the  sport  of 
observance  of  which  can  make  us  safe  from  the  inconsiderate  and  unmeasured  ambition  of 
the  resentment  of  the  crown,  even  by  an  im-  individuals,  and  by  that  means  the  wisdom 
pUcit  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  the  minis-  of  his  majesty's  government  degraded  in  the 
tens  vHio  have  advised  that  speech :  we  know  public  estimation,  and  the  policy  and  character 
not  how  so<ni  those  ministers  may  be  disa-  of  this  renowned  nation  rendered  contemptible 
▼owed ;  and  how  soon  the  members  of  this  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe. 
house,  for  our  very  agreement  with  them,  may  It  passed  in  the  negative. 
be  considered  as  objects  of  his  majesty's  dis- 
pleasure.  Until  by  his  majesty's  goodness  and  ^he  Indian  administration,  and  all  its  endeavours 
wisdom  the  late  example  U  completely  done  f^F.^e  reforaiation  of  the  goyernment  there, 
f^^  *^                t   *^  J      "^  without  any  distinction  of  times,  or  of  the  per- 
away,  we  are  not  tree.     ^  ,ons  concerned,  wilJ  appear  from  tlie  following 

We  are  well  aware,  in  providing  for  the  extract  from  a  speech  of  the  present  lord  chan- 

affiurs  of  the  east,  with  what  an  adult  strength  cellor.    After  making  a  hi|h-flown  panegyric 

of  abuse,  and  of  wealth  and  influence  erowLj  T  ^^'T  ^^T-  ^**®  ^'^T  ^'^commons  had  con- 

««j>»«|ii«,  wju  *»    ^««i  «*«  luuucuvv  igiu^uis  demned  by  ilieir  resolutions,  be  said—"  Let  us 

ont  or  tbat  abuse,  bis  majesty  s  conunons  had,  not  be  misled  by  reports  from  committees  of 

in  the  last  parliament,  and  we  stUl  have,  to  another  house,  tn  which,  I  again  repeat  I  pay 

struggle.    We  are  sensible  that  the  influenc  <"  ^^^  attentign,  as  I  temUd  do  to  the  hiatory 

of  that  wealth,  in  a  much  larger  degree  and  °J  ^^'^^  Crusoe.    Let  ihe  condurt  of  the 

«•  uMii.    ^wiu,  ui  «  tuvM^M  MMgvi  wgi<7«>  ouu  £j^  IuAIk  compauy  be  fairty  and  fully  inquired 

measure  tban  at  any  former  period,  may  have  into ;  let  it  be  acquiued  or  condemned  by  evl- 

peoetrated  into  the  very  quarter  fiom  whence  dence  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house.  Without 

alone  any  real  reformation  can  be  expected.*  entering  very  deep  into  the  subjea,  let  me  wply 

"                                         ^^  in  a  few  words  to  an  observation  which  fell  from 

a  noble  and  learned  lord,  that  the  company's 

•  This  will  be  evident  to  those  who  consider  ^nances  are  distressed,  and  that  they  owe  at 

the  number  and  description  of  directors  and  ser*  this  moment,  a  million  sterling,  to  the  nation, 

▼ants  of  the  East  India  company,  chosen  into  !When  such  a  charge  is  brought,  willparliamenc 

the  present  parliament.   The  light  in  which  the  jn  its  justice  forget,  that  the  company  is  restricted 

preMnt  mfaiisters  hold  the  labours  of  the  house  from  employing  that  credit,  which  if  great  and 

efoommons,  in  searching  into  the  disorders  in  fiouriahtng  tituaUon  gives  to  it?*> 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


That  the  least  informed   reader  of  this  He  has  there  continued  a  constant  cabal  with 

^leech  may  be  enabled  to  enter  fully  into  the  the  company's  servants,  from  the  hi^est  to 

^pirit  of  the  transaction  on  occasion  of  which  the  lowest ;  creating,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 

tt  was  delivered,  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  country,  brilliant  fortunes  for  those  who  will, 

lum,  that  among  the  princes  dependent  on  this  and  entirely  destroying  those  who  will  not,  be 

nuioQ  in  the  southern  part  of  India,  the  most  subservient  to  his  purposes, 

eonsiderable  at  present  is  commonly  known  by  An  opinion  prevailed,  strongly  confirmed  by 

the  title  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  several  passages  in  his  own  letters,  as  well  as 

This  prince  owed  the  establishment  of  his  by  a  combination  of  circumstances  forming  a 

government,  against  the  claims  of  his  elder  body  of  evidence  which  cannot  be  resisted, 

brother,  as  well  as  those  of  other  competitors,  that  very  great  sums  have  been  by  him  distri- 

to  the  arms  and  influence  of  the  British  East  buted,  through  a  long  course  of  years,  to  some 

India  company.    Being  thus  established  in  a  of  the  company's  servants.     Besides  these 

oonsideraUe  part  of  the  dominions  he  now  presumed  payments  in  ready  m<niey  (of  whidi, 

possesses,  he  began,  about  the  year  1765,  to  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  the  direct  proof 

firm,  at  the  instigation  (as  he  asserts)  of  tho  is  very  difficult)  debts  have  at  several  periods 

servants  of  the  East  India  ccnnpany,  a  variety  been  acknowledged  to  those  gentlemen,  to  an 

ofdesigns  for  the  further  extension  of  his  terri-  immense  amount ;  that  is,  to  some  millions  of 

lories.   Some  years  afler,  he  carried  his  views  sterling  money.     There  is  strong  reascm  to 

to  certain  objects  of  interiour  arrangement,  of  suspect,  that  the  body  of  these  debts  is  wholly 

a  very  pernicious  nature.      None  of  these  fictitious,  and  was  never  created  by  money 

designs  could  be  compassed  without  the  aid  of  honajide  lent.    But  even  on  a  supposition  that 

the  company's  arms ;  nor  could  those  arms  be  this  vast  sum  was  really  advanced,  it  was  im- 

•ni^oyed  consistently  with  an  obedience  to  the  possible  that  the  very  reality  of  such  an  asio- 

oompany's  orders.    He  was  therefore  advised  nishing  transaction  should  not   cause  some 

lo  f<Min  a  more  secret,  but  an  equally  powerful  degree  of  alarm,  and  incite  to  some  sort  of 

interest  among  the  servants  of  that  company,  inquiry. 

and  among  others  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  was  not  at  all  seemly,  at  the  moment  when 

By  engaging  them  in  his  interests,  tho  use  of  the  company  itself  was  so  distressed,  as  to 

die  company's  power  might  be  obtained  with-  require  a  suspension,  by  act  of  parliament,  of 

out  their  ostensible  authority ;  the  power  might  the  payment  of  bills  drawn  on  them  fr<Hn  India 

even  be  employed  in  defiance  of  the  authority;  —and  also  a  direct  tax  upon  every  house  in 

if  the  case  should  require,  as  in  truth  it  oflen  England,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  vent  of  their, 

did  require,  a  proceeding  of  that  degree  of  goods,  and  to  avoid  instant  insolvency — at  that 

boldness.  very  moment  that  their  servants  should  appear 

Tho  company  had  put  him  into  possession  in  so  flourishing  a  condition,  as,  besides  ten 

of  several  great  cities  and  magnificent  castles,  millions  of  other  demands  on  their  masters,  to 

The  good  order  of  his  affairs,  his  sense  of  per-  be  entitled  to  claim  a  debt  of  three  or  four  mil- 

fooal  dignity,  his  ideas  of  oriental  splendour,  lions  more  from  the  territorial  revenue  of  one 

and  the  habits  of  an  Asiatic  life  (to  which,  of  their  dependent  princes, 

being  a  native  of  India,  and  a  Mahometan,  The  ostensible  pecuniary  transacticms  of  the 

he  had  firom  his  infancy  been  inured)  woukl  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  very  private  persons, 

aatarally  have  led  him  to  fix  the  seat  of  his  are  so  enormous,  that  they  evidently  set  aside 

fovemment  within  his  own  dominions.    In-  every  pretence  of  policy,  which  might  induce 

itaad  of  this,  he  totally  sequestered  himself  a  prudent  government  in  some  instances  to 

from  his  country;  and,  abandoning  all  appea-  wink  at  ordinary  loose  practice  in  ill-managed 

iince  of  state,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  an  departments.    No  caution  could  be  too  great 

ttidinaiy  house,  which  he  purchased  in  the  in  handling  this  matter;  no  scrutiny  too  exact, 

aibuffas  of  the  company's  factory  at  Madras.  It  was  evidently  the  interest,  and  as  evidently 

la  that  place  he  has  lived,  without  removing  at  least  in  the  power,  of  the  creditors,  by  ad> 

•OS  day  firom  thence,  fer  several  yean  past,  mining  secret  participation  in  this  dark  and 


S30  ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  SPEECH  ON 

undefined  cuncorn,  to  spread  corruption  to  the  ptaledty  written  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  mi  \t 

gn.'atcst  and  the  most  alanning  extent.  Hieir  senrants,  respecting  the  debt,  yet  4« 

Thcs<!  facts  relative  to  the  debts  were  so  had  never  been  able  to  trace  the  origin  (fanf, 

notorious,  the  opinion  of  their  being  a  princi-  or  to  obtain  anjf  aati^acUnf  informOtian  nh 

pal  Botirre  of  the  disorders  of  tlie  British  go-  mbjed." 

remincnt  in  India  was  so  undisputed  and  uni-  The  court  of  directofs,  after  stating  the 

versal,  that  thcro  was  no  party,  no  description  circumstances  und&r  which  the  debts af^woid 

of  men  in  parliament,  wlio  did  not  think  them-  to  them  to  ha?e  been  contracted,  add  ts  fill* 

pelves  bound,  if  not  in  honour  and  conscience,  lows:   "For  these  reasons  we  shooU  Ian 

at  least  in  common  decency,  to  institute  a  thought  it  our  duty  to  enquire  vay  wm^ 

vigorous  inquiry  into  the  very  bottom  of  the  into  those  debts,  even  if  the  act  of  pirliawt 

business,  before  tlioy  admitted  any  part  of  that  had  been  silent  on  the  subject,  before  we  o» 

vast  and  suspicious  charge  to  be  laid  upon  an  curred  in  any  nteasure  lor  their  paymoiL  Bit 

exhausted  country.    Every  plan  concurred  in  with  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  act  befan 

directing  such  an  inquiry  ;  in  order  tliat  what-  us,  to  examine  into  their  nature  and  Qr^[in, «« 

ever  was  discovcrc^i  to  be  corrupt,  fraudulent,  are  indispensably  bound  to  direct  such  aa  '» 

or  oppressive,  six  uld  lead  to  a  due  aniinad-  quiry  to  be  instituted.*'     They  then  order  At 

version  on  the  offenders;  and  if  any  thing  fair  president  and  council  of  Madras  to  emer  ito 

and  equitable  in  its  origin  should  be  found  a  full  examination,  &c.  &c. 
(nobody  suspected  that  much,  comparatively         The  directors  having  drawn  I4>  their  order 

speaking,  would  be  so  found)  it  might  be  pro-  to  the  presidency  on  these  principles,  caam 

vided  for ;  in  duo  subordination,  however,  to  nicated  the  draught  of  the  general  kttar  B 

the  ease  of  the  subject,  and  the  service  of  the  which  those  orders  were  contained,  to  Ai 

state.  board  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  other  i«* 

These  were  the  alleged  grounds  for  an  in-  vants  lately  constituted   by  Mr.  Pittas  Salt 

quiry,  settled  in  all  tlio  bills  brought  into  par-  India  act.     These  ministers,  who  had  jort 

liament  relative  to  India,  and  there  were  I  carried  through  parliament  the  bill  otderiagi 

think  no  less  than  four  of  them.    By  tlie  bill;  specific  inquiry,  immediately  drew  op  anotbar 

commonly  called  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  the  inquiry  letter,  on  a  principle  directly  (^^Msite  to  Alt, 

was  specially,  and  by  express  words,  commit-  which  was  prescribed  by  the  act  of  paiiianeitt 

t6d  to  the  court  of  directors,  without  any  and  followed  by  the  directors.   In  these  secotd 

reserve  for  the  interference  of  any  other  person  orders,  all  idea  of  an  inquiry  into  the  justice 

or  persons  whatsoever.    It  was  ordered  that  and  origin  <^  the  pretended  debts,  particubrir 

they  should  make  the  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  last,  the  greatest,  and  the  most  oboooi- 

and  justice  of  these  debts,  as  far  as  the  mate-  ious  to  suspicion,  is  abandcmed.    They  ire 

rials  in  Viar  possession  enabled  them  to  pro-  all  admitted  and  established  without  any  ut 

ceed ;  and  whore  they  found  those  materials  vestigation  whatsoever ;  except  some  pnvUe 

deficient,  they  should  order  the  presidency  of  conference  with  the  agents  of  the  Haiim"** 

Fort  St.  George   [Madras]  to  complete  the  is  to  pass  for  an  investigation ;  and  a  fimd  ftr 

inquiry.  their  discharge  is  assigned  and  set  ^Mrt  out 

The  court  of  directors  applied  themsehes  to  of  the  revenues  of  the  Gamatic. — To  thii 

the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  arrangement  in  favour  of  their  servants,  ser* 

They  first  examined  into  the  amount  df  the  vants  suspected  of  corruption,  and  convicted  of 

debt,  which  they  computed,  at  ccnnpound  inte-  disobedience,  the  directors  of  the  East  Indik 

rest,  to  be  £.2,945,600  sterling.  Whether  their  company  were  ordered  to  set  their  hands, 

mode  of  computation,  either  of  the  original  asserting  it  to  arise  firom  their  own  convictiaa 

sums,  or  the  amount  on  compound  interest,  and  opinion,  in  flat  contradiction  to  their  n- 

was  exact ;   that  is,  whether  they  took  the  corded  sentiments,  their  strong  remonstnacti 

interest  too  high,  or  the  several  capitals  too  and  their  declared  sense  of  their  duty,  asmO 

low,  is  not  material.     On  whatever  principle  under  their  general  trust  and  their  oadi  u 

any  of  the  calculations  were  made  up,  none  of  directors,  as  under  the  esqwess  injunetiaai  if 

them  found  the  debt  to  differ  from  the  recital  an  act  of  parliament. 

of  the  act,  which  asserted,  that   the    sums        The  principles  upon  which  this  waaaiuj 

claimed  were  <<  very  large."     The  last  head  proceeding  was  adopted   by  tfM  miaktflriti 

of  these    debts    the   directors    compute    at  board,  are  stated  by  themselves  in  a 


£.2,466,680  sterling.    Of  the  existence  of  this    in  the  appendix  to  this  speech. 

debt  the  directors  heard  nothing  until  1776,        By  another  section  of  the  same  act,  tbo 

and  they  «ay,  that,  "  although  they  had  rs-    same  court  of  directors  were  oidered  to  tito 
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^0o  conaideraticfn  and  to  decide  on  the  inde-  regard  to  tho  condition  of  the  country  of  Tan- 

twininate  rights  df  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  and  jwe,  which  had  been  within  a  few  years  four 

ik»  nabob  of  Arcot;  and  in  this,  as  in  the  times  plundered,  (twice  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 

finaer  case,  no  power  of  appeal,  revision,  or  and  twice  by  enemies  brought  upon  it  solely 

•Iteration  was  reserved  to  any  other.   It  was  a  by  the  politics  of  the  same  nabob,  tho  declared 

jwiiiiliction,  in  a  cause  between  party  and  enemyof  that  people,)  and  without  discounting 

ftuiy,  given  to  the  court  of  directors  specifi-  a  shilling  for  their  sufferings,  they  accumulate 

mify.    It  was  known  that  the  territories  of  the  an  arrear  of  about  £400,000  of  pretended 

of  these  princes  had  been  twice  invaded  tribute  to  this  enemy ;  and  then  they  order  the 

ipilla£^,and  the  prince  deposed  and  impri-  directors  to  put  their  hands  to  a  new  adjudi- 

1,  by  the  company's  servants,  influenced  by  cation,  directly  contrary  to  a  judgment  in  a 

i  intrigues  of  the  latter,  and  for  the  purpose  judicial  character  and  trust,  solemnly  given 

paying  his  pretended  debts.    The  (K)mpany  by  them,  and  entered  on  their  records. 

I,  in  the  year  1775,  ordered  a  restoration  of  These  proceedings  naturally  called  for  scxne 

nyah  to  his  government,  under  certain  con-  inquiry.    On  the  28th  of  February,  1785,  Mr. 

The  rajah  complained  that  his  terri-  Fox  made  the  following  motion  in  the  house 

had  not  been  completely  restored  to  him ;  of  commons,  aHer  moving  that  the  clauses  of 

tgtd  that  no  part  of  his  goods,  money,  revalues,  the  act  should  be  read — "  That  the  proper 

or  records,  unjustly  taken  and  withheld  from  officer  do  lay  before  this  house  copies  and  ex- 

iMn,  were  ever  returned.    The  nabob,  on  the  tracts  of  all  letters  and  orders  of  the  court  of 

after  band,  never  ceased  to  claim  the  country  directors  of  the  united  East  India  company,  in 

Hidf,  and  carried  on  a  continued  train  of  ne-  pursuance  of  the  injunctions  contained  in  the 

flBtiatioQ,  that  it  should  again  be  given  up  to  S7th  andSSth  clauses  of  the  said  act;"  and  the 

aJD,  in  Tiolation  of  the  company's  public  faith,  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  ^e  negative 

•  The  directcMTS,  in  obedience  to  this  part  of  by  a  very  great  majority. 

Ilia  act,  ordered  an  inquiry,  and  came  to  a  de-  The  last  speech  in  the  debate  was  the  fd- 

tsmaination  to  restore  certain  of  his  territories  lowing ;  which  is  given  to  the  public,  not  as 

•a  die  nyah.    The  ministers  proceeding  as  in  being  more  worthy  df  its  attention  than  others 

tiM  ibrmer  case,  without  hearing  any  party,  re-  (some  of  which  were  of  consummate  ability) 

'the  decision  of  the  direetors,  refused  but  as  entering  more  into  the  detail  of  tLe 

restitutioD  of  the  territory,  and  without  subject. 


SPEECH,  &c. 


The  times  we  live  in,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  recriminatory  bill   of  pains   and  penalties, 

distinguished  by  extraordinary  events,  grounded  on  a  breach  of  public  trust,  relative 

Habituated,  however,  as  we  are,  to  uncommon  to  the  government  of  the  very  same  part  of 

eombiDatioDS  of  men  and  of  affairs,  I  believe  India.    If  he  should  undertake  a  bill  of  that 

nobody  recollects  any  thing  more  surprising  kind,  he  will  find  no  difficulty  in  conducting  it 

dMD  the  spectacle  ^  this  day.     The  right  with  a  degree  of  skill  and  vigour  fully  equal  to 

hoBOoraUe  gentleman,*  whose  conduct  is  now  all  that  have  been  exerted  against  him. 

m  <|i]estioii,  formerly  stood  forth  in  this  house.  But  the  change  of  relation  between  these 

Ibe  proeecut<M'  of  the  worthy  baronetf  who  two  gentlemen  is  not  so  striking  as  the  total 

^poke  afier  him.    He  charged  him  with  se-  difference  of  their  deportment  under  the  same 

veral  grievous  acts  of  malversation  in  office ;  unhappy  circumstances.   Whatever  the  merits 

with  abuses  of  a  public  trust  of  a  great  and  of  the  worthy  baronet's  defence  might  have 

heinous  nature.    In  less  than  two  years  we.  been,  he  did  not  shrink  from  the  charge.    He 

■ee  the  situation  of  the  parties  reversed ;  and  a  met  it  with  manliness  of  spirit,  and  decency  of 

■Hlf"l«r  revolution  puts  the  worthy  baronet  in  behaviour.    What  would  have  been  thought  of 

^  uir  way  of  returning  the  prosecution  in  a  him,  if  he  had  held  the  present  language  of  his 

old  accuser?    When  artides  were  exhibited 

^.  ^  ,            ^,   „        ^     ,  against  him  bythat  right  honourable  gentleman 

;i2?'nfi^rjt!:;n?SS72Slo"«r„our  of  ^1"  not  U.i„k  proper  to  tell  the  house  |h.t 

we  ought  to  uistitute  no  mquiry,  to  inspect  no 
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paper,  to  examine  no  witness.    He  did  not  tell  act,  that  no  others,  by  rirtue  of  general  powcn, 

us  (what  at  that  time  he  might  have  told  us  can  obtain  a  legal  title  to  intrude  themselvM 

with  some  shew  of  reason)  that  our  concerns  into  that  trust,  and  to  exercise  those  special 

in  India  were  matters  of  delicacy ;  that  to  di-  functions  in  their  place.     I  therefore  ccmnder 

vulge  any  thing  relative  to  them  would  be  mis-  the  intermeddling  of  ministers  in  this  affair  u 

chievous  tothe  sUte.    He  did  not  tell  us,  that  a  downright  usurpation.    But  if  the  strained 

those  who  would  enquire  into  his  proceedings  construction,  by  which  they  have  forced  them- 

were  disposed  to  dismember  the  empire.    He  selves  into  a  suspicious  office  (which  every 

had  not  the  presumption  to  say,  that  for  his  man,  delicate  with  regard  to  character,  would 

part,  having  obtained  in  his  Indian  presidency,  rather  have  sought  constructions   to  avoiJ) 

the  ultimate  object  of  his  ambition,  his  honour  were  perfectly  sound  and  perfectly  legal,  <rf 

was  concerned  in  executing  with  integrity  the  this  I  am  certain,  that  they  cannot  be  justified 

trust  which  had  been  legally  committed  to  his  in  declining  the  inquiry  which  had  been  pre- 

charge :  That  others,  not  having  been  so  for-  scribed  to  the  court  of  directors.    If  the  board 

tunate,  could  not  be  so  disinterested ;  and  there-  of  controul  did  lawfully  possess  the  right  d 

fore  their  accusations  could  spring  from  no  other  executing  the  special  trust  given  to  Aal  coort, 

source  than  fiurtion,  and  envy  to  his  fortune.  they  must  take  it  as  they  found  it,  subject  to 

Had  he  been  frontless  enough  to  hold  such  the  very  same  regulations  whidi  bound  the 
vain,  vapouring  language  in  the  face  of  a  grave,  court  of  directors.  It  will  be  allowed  that  the 
a  detailed,  a  specified  matter  of  accusation,  court  of  directors  had  no  authority  to  dispeose 
whilst  he  violently  resisted  every  thing  which  with  either  the  substance  or  the  mode  of  io- 
could  bring  the  merits  of  his  cause  to  the  test ;  quiry  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament.  If 
had  he  been  wild  enough  to  anticipate  the  ab-  they  had  not,  where,  in  the  act,  did  the  board 
surdities  of  this  day ;  that  is,  had  he  inferred,  of  controul  acquire  that  capacity  ?  Indeed,  it 
as  his  late  accuser  had  thought  proper  to  do,  was  impossible  they  should  acquire  it. — What 
that  he  could  not  have  been  guilty  of  malver-  n^ust  we  think  of  the  fabric  and  texture  of  an 
sation  in  office,  for  this  sole  and  curious  reason,  act  of  parliament  which  should  find  it  neces* 
that  he  had  been  in  office  ;  had  he  argued  the  sary  to  prescribe  a  strict  inquisiticm  ;  that 
impossibility  of  his  abusing  his  power  on  this  should  descend  into  minute  regulations  for  the 
sole  principle,  that  he  had  power  to  abuse,  he  conduct  of  that  inquisition ;  that  shouki  coin- 
would  have  left  but  one  impression  on  the  mit  this  trust  to  a  particular  description  of 
mind  of  every  man  who  heard  him,  and  who  men,  and  in  the  very  same  breath  should 
believed  him  in  his  senses — that  in  the  utmost  enable  another  body,  at  their  own  pleasure,  to 
extent  he  was  guilty  of  the  charge.  supersede  all  the  provisions  the  legislature  had 

But,  Sir,  leaving  these  two  gentlemen  to  made,  and  to  defeat  the  whole  purpose,  end, 

alternate,  as  criminal  and  accuser,  upon  what  and  object  of  the  law?    This  cannot  be  sup> 

principles  they  think  expedient ;  it  is  for  us  to  posed  even  of  an  act  of  parliament  conceived 

consider,  whether  the  chancellor  of  the  ex-  by  the  ministers  themselves,  and  brought  fi)rtb 

chequer,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  acting  during  the  delirium  of  the  last  session, 
as  a  board  of  controul,  are  justified  by  law  or        My  honourable  friend  has  told  you  in  the 

policy,  in  suspending  the  legal  arrangements  speech  which  introduced  his  motion,  that  fbt> 

made  by  the  court  of  directors,  in  order  to  tunately  this  question  is  not  a  great  deal  in- 

transfer  the  public  revenues  to  the  private  emo-  volved  in  the  labyrinths  of  Indian  detail.    Cer- 

lument  of  certain  servants  of  the  East  India  tainly  not.    But  if  it  were,  I  beg  leave  to  assure 

company,  without  the  inquiry  into  the  origin  you,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Indian  detail 

and  justice  o£  their  claims,  prescribed  by  an  which  is  more  difficult  than  in  the  detail  of  any 

act  of  parliament  ?  other  business.    I  admit,  because  I  have  loine 

It  is  not  contended,  that  the  act  of  parliament  experience  of  the  fact,  that  for  the  interiour  re- 
did not  expressly  ordain  an  inquiry.  It  is  not  gulation  of  India,  a  minute  knowledge  of  India 
asserted  that  this  inquiry  was  not,  with  equal  is  requisite.  But  on  any  specific  matter  of  de- 
precision  of  terms,  specially  committed  under  linquency  in  its  government,  you  are  as  capi- 
particular  regulations  to  the  court  of  directors,  ble  of  judging,  as  if  the  same  thinj;  were  done 
Iconceive,therefore,  the  board  of  controul  had  at  your  door.  Fraud,  injustice,  oppressioi, 
no  right  whatsoever  to  btermeddle  in  that  busi-  peculation,  engendered  in  India,  are  crimaiof 
ness.  There  is  nothing  certain  in  the  prin-  the  same  blood,  family,  and  cast,  with  thoti 
ciples  of  jurisprudence,  if  this  be  not  undeni-  that  are  bom  and  bred  in  England.  To  go  BO 
aUy  true,  that  when  a  special  authority  is  given  farther  than  the  case  bef<ure  us :  you  are  jort 
to  any  persons  by  name  to  do  some  particular  as  competent  to  judge  whether  Uie  Rni  of 
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DuIUoiis  iterling  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  I  confeas  I  feel  a  degree  of  disgust,  almost 

W  pawsed  from  the  public  treasury  into  a  pri-  leading  to  despair,  at  the  manner  in  which  wo 

vm0  pocket,  withiiut  any  title  except  the  claim  are  acring  in  the  great  exigences  of  our  coun- 

•Cdie  parties,  when  the  issue  of  fact  is  laid  in  try.    There  is  now  a  bill  in  this  house,  ap* 

^'   ~     I,  as  when  it  is  laid  in  Westminster,  pointing  a  rigid  inquisition  into  the  minutest 

of  art,  indeed,  are  different  in  different  detail  of  our  offices  at  home.    The  collection 

i;  but  they  are  generally  understood  in  of  sixteen  millions  annually;  a  collection  on 

The  technical  style  of  an  Indian  trea-  which  the  public  greatness,  safety,  and  credit 

is  not  ooe  jot  more  remote  than  the  jargon  have  their  reliance ;  the  whole  order  of  crinii- 

«(r  oar  own  exchequer,  from  the  train  of  our  nal  jurisprudence,  which  holds  together  society 

ideas,  or  the  idiom  of  our  common  itself,  have  at  no  time  obliged  us  to  call  forth 

.    The  difference  therefore  in  the  two  such  power ;  no,  nor  any  thing  like  tliem. 

is  not  in  the  comparative  difficulty  or  There  is  not  a  principle  of  the  law  and  oon* 

of  the  two  subjects,  but  in  our  attention  stitution  of  this  country  that  is  not  subverted  to 

one,  and  our  total  neglect  of  the  other,  favour  the  execution  of  that  project.'*'    And 

thb  attenticm  and  neglect  been  regulated  for  what  is  all  this  apparatus  of  bustle  and  ter- 

kf  the  value  of  the  several  objects,  there  would  rour  ?  Is  it  because  any  thing  substantial  is  ex- 

M  Bolhing  to  complain  of.    But  the  reverse  of  pected  from  it?  No.    The  stir  and  bustle  itself 

4Mt  supposition  is  true.    The  scene  of  the  In-  is  the  end  proposed.    The  eye-servants  of  a 

dOba  abiMo  is  distant  indeed ;  but  we  must  not  short-sighted  master  will  employ  themselves, 

r,  that  the  value  of  our  interest  in  it  is  d«-  not  on  what  is  most  essential  to  his  affairs,  but 

in  proportion  as  it  recedes  from  our  on  what  is  nearest  to  his  ken.    Great  difficul- 

.    In  our  politics,  as  in  our  common  con-  ties  have  given  a  just  value  to  ceconomy ;  and 

we  shall  be  worse  than  infants,  if  we  do  our  minister  of  the  day  must  be  an  ceconomist, 

■0(  put  our  senses  under  the  tuition  of  our  whatever  it  may  cost  us.    But  where  is  he  to 

Jodginent,  and  effectually  cure  ourselves  of  that  exert  his  talents?    At  home  to  be  sure;  for 

optical  illusion  which  makes  a  briar  at  our  where  else  can  he  obtain  a  profitable  credit  for 

■oae  of  greater  magnitude,  than  an  oak  at  five  their  exertion  ?    It  is  nothing  to  him,  whether 

koodred  yards  distance.  the  object  on  which  he  works  under  our  eye  be 

I  think  I  can  trace  all  the  calamities  of  this  promising  or  not.    If  he  does  not  obtain  any 

eoontry  to  the  single  source  of  our  not  having  public  benefit,  he  may  make  regulations  witl^ 

kad  steadily  before  our  eyea  a  general,  conn  out  end.    Those  are  sure  to  pay  in  present 

pfebensive,  well-connected,  and  well-propor-  expectation,  whilst  the  ^ect  is  at  a  distance, 

tioned  view  of  the  whole  of  our  dominions,  and  may  be  the  concern  of  other  times,  and 

a  just  sense  of  their  true  bearings  and  re-  other  men.    On  these  principles  he  chooses  to 

After  all  its  reductions,  the  British  suppose  (for  he  does  not  pretend  more  than  to 

is  still  vast  and  various.    After  all  the  suppose)  a  naked  possibility,  that  he  shall  draw 

fetfaictioos  of  the  house  of  commons,  (stripped  some  resource  out  of  crumbs  dropped  from  the 

M  we  are  of  our  brightest  ornaments,  and  of  trenchers  of  penury ;  that  something  shall  be 

oar  most  important  privileges,),  enough  are  yet  laid  in  store  from  the  short  allowance  of  reve- 

lift  to  furnish  us,  if  wo  please,  with  means  of  nue  officers,  overloaded  with  duty,  and  famish- 

riwwing  to  the  world,  that  we  deserve  the  su-  ed  for  want  of  bread ;  by  a  reduction  from  offi- 

periateodance  of  as  large  an  empire  as  this  cers  who  are  at  this  very  hour  ready  to  batter 

kaafdom  ever  held,  and  the  continuance  of  as  the  treasury  with  what  breaks  through  stono 

•■pie  privileges  as  the  house  of  commons,  in  walls,  for  an  increase  of  their  appointments. 

the  plenitude  of  its  power,  had  been  habituated  From  the  marrowless  bones  of  these  skeleton 

to  assert.    But  if  we  make  ourselves  too  little  establishments,  by  the  use  of  every  sort  of  cut- 

6r  the  sphere  of  our  duty ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  ting,  and  of  every  sort  of  fretting  tool,  he  flat^ 

wo  do  not  stretch  and  expand  our  minds  to  the  ters  himself  that  he  may  chip  and  rasp  an  cin- 

*■*— fi—  of  their  object,  be  well  assured,  that  pirical  alimentary  powder,  to  diet  into  some 

every  thing  about  as  will  dwindle  by  degrees,  similitude  of  health  and  substance  the  langulsh- 

■alil  at  length  our  concerns  are  shrunk  to  the  ing  chimeras  of  fraudulent  reformation. 

^t'^TiTimf  of  our  minds.    It  is  not  a  predilec-  Whilst  he  is  thus  employed  according  to  his 

tioB  to  mean,  sordki,  home-bred  cares,  that  policy  and  to  his  taste,  he  has  not  leisure  to 

win  arert  the  consequences  of  a  false  estima-  enquire  into  those  abuses  in  India  that  are 

tion  of  our  interest,  or  prevent  the  shameful  drawing  off  money  by  miflions  from  the  trea- 

dilapidation  into  which  a  great  empire  must 

M}  bj  mson  reparations  upon  mi^^  ruins.  *  Appendix,  No.  1 
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ffurcs  of  this  country,  which  are  exhaasting  criminab,  bj  being  iDflanraUe  to  the  pdil^ 

tho  Tiial  jiiicod  from  niombort  of  the  state,  frailties  of  little  men;  aiid  tbeae  iaodwl» 

where  the  public  inanition  is  far  more  sorely  gellanta  are  ■orei  with  a  rigid  fideliiy,  tevhb 

full  than  in  the  local  exchoquor-  of  England,  their  own  enormities  on  die  TicarisashadL* 

Not  content  with  winking  at  those  abuses,  every  small  offender. 

whittt  he  attempts  to  s<{neczo  the  laborious  It  is  to  draw  yow  attention  to  i 


il!-|»aid  drtulges  of  Rnj;Iuh  revenue,  he  la-     quite  another  order ;    it  is  to  ankoadvart 
vi^i's  in  Olio  act  of  corrupt  prodigalityj  upon     offences  of  a  far  different  descripdon,  Alt  wf 


thonc   who  never  served  the  public  in  any     honourable  friend  has  brought  before  yos  te 
honest  occu|>ation  at  all,  an  annual  income     motion  of  this  day.    It  is  to  peipetnate  te 


ocpial  to  two-thinls  of  the  whole  collection  of  abuses  which  are  subverting  the  frbric  of  ynr 

the  revonuos  of  this  kingdom.  empire,  that  the  moCkn  is  opposed,    b  ■ 

A(*inated  by  the  same  principle  of  choice,  therefore  with  reason  (and  if  he  has  pos* 

ho  has  iH>w  on  the  anvil  another  scheme,  full  to  carry  himself  throogh,  I  commend  hispt* 

of  tlitficulty  and  desperate  hazard,  which  to-  dence)  that  the  right  hooourable   gi  slli  — 

tally  alters  the  commercial  relation  of  two  king-  makes  his  stand  at  the  very  out-set ;  and  koM* 

dums ;  and  wliat  end  soever  it  shall  have,  may  ly  refuses  all  parliamentary  inforantiQa.  Lrt 

bc4iuoath  a  legacy  of  heart-burning  and  dis-  Him  admit  but  one  step  towards  inquky,  miht 

content  to  one  of  the  countries,  perhaps  to  is  undone.    Tou  must  be  ignorant,  or  he  euMt 

both,  to  be  perpetuated  to  the  latest  posterity,  be  safe.    But  before  his  curtain  is  let  iam, 

This  project  is  also  undertaken  on  the  hope  of  >^  die  shades  of  eternal  night  shal  vefl  «■ 

profit.     It  is  provido<I,  that  out  of  some  (I  eastern  dominions  fixHn  oar  riew,  perwt  w^ 

know  not  what)  remains  of  the  Irish  hereditary  •Sir*  to  avail  myself  of  the  means  which  nw 

revenue,  a  fund  at  some  time,  and  of  some  furnished  in  anxious  and  inqaisitrre  tines,  to 

sort,  should  be  applied  to  the  protection  of  the  demonstrate  out  of  this  single  act  of  thspn* 

Irish  trade.    Here  we  are  commanded  again  <^nt  minister,  what  advantages  jroa  are  to  d^ 

to  task  our  faitli,  and  to  persuade  ourselves,  ri^e  from  permitting  the  greatest  ooacmrf 

that  out  of  the  surplas  of  deficiency,  out  of  this  nation  do  be  separated  from  the  oogn* 

the  savings  of  habitual  and  systematic  prodi-  zance,  and  exempted  even  out  of  the  ccttf»- 

gality,  the  minister  of  wonders  will  provide  tence,  of  parliament, 

support  for  this  nation,  sinking  under  the  moun-  The  greatest  body  of  your  revenue,  yo* 

tainous  load  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  millions  most  numerous  armies,  jour  most  importnll 

of  debt.    But  whilst  we  look  with  pain  at  his  commerce,  the  richest  sources  of  your  psbfc 

desperate  and  laborious  trifling ;   whilst  we  credit,  (contrary  to  every  idea  of  the  kaflfin 

are  apprehensive  that  he  will  break  his  back  settled  policy  of  England,)  are  on  the  point  «f 

in  stooping  to  pick  up  chafl^  and  straws,  he  being  converted  into  a  mjvteiy  of  stale.    T« 

recovers  himself  at  an  elastic  bound,  and  with  ^^^  going  to  have  one  half  of  the  globe  W 

a  broad-cast  swing  of  his  arm,  ho  squanders  oven  from  the  common  liberal  cariosity  of  ai 

over  his  Indian  field  a  sum  far  greater  than  English  gentleman.    Here  a  grand  revofaitMB 

the  clear  produce  of  the  whole  hereditary  re-  commences.      Marie    die    period,  and  mvk 

venueof  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.*  the   circumstances.     In  most  of  the  eapitol 

Strange  as  this  scheme  of  conduct  in  mi-  changes  that  are  recorded  in  the  principles  ni 

nistry  is,  and  inconsistent  with  all  just  policy,  system  of  any  government,  a  pnbhe  benefit  ef 

it  is  still  true  to  itself,  and  faithful  to  its  own  some  kind  or  otlier  has  been  pretended.    The 

perverted  order.    Those  who  are  bountiful  to  revolution  commenced  in  something  plausftb; 

crimes,  will  bo  rigid  to  merit,  and  penurious  to  ^  something  which  carried  the  appearaaoa  it 

service.     Their  penury  is  even  held  out  as  a  ^oast  of  punishment  of  delinquency,  or  corree> 

blind   and  cover  to   their  prodigality.     The  tion  of  abuse.    But  here,  in  the  venr  momert 

oDConomy  of  injustice  is,  to  furnish  resources  of  the  conversion  of  a  department  of  Britiaii 

for  the  fund  of  corruption.    Then  they  pay  off"  government  into  an  Indian  mystery,  and  is  the 

their  protection  to  great  crimes    and  great  very  act  in  which  the  change  commenoei,  i 

corrupt,  private  interest  is  set  up  in  direct  ep- 

*  The  whole  of  the  net  Irish  hereditary  reve-  position  to  the  necessities  of  the  nation.   A 

nue  iB,on  a  medium  ofihelasi  seven  years,  about  diversion  is  made  of  millions  of  the  poblis 

£.330  000  yearly.    The  revenues  of  all  deno-  money  from  the  pubUc  treasury  toaprinte 

mmations  fail  short  more  than  £.150,000  yearly  «,«/    t*  •        ^'*^^^.Jl^c^ 

ofthechargee.    On  the  prM<'7i<  produce,  if  Mr.  P**"®*    "  is  not  mto  secret  negoUatiooe  W 

Pitt's  scheme  was  to  take  place,  he  might  gain  ^"^^  peace,  or  alliance,  that  the  house  of«B- 

from  seven  to  ten  thousand  pounds  a  year.  mons  is  forbidden  to  enquire.     It  is  a  tutttr 
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«f  aoeoimt;  it  is  a  pecuniary  transaction;  it  is  servants  in  a  debt  from  the  nabob  of  Artsbt, 

lh»  demand  of  a  suspected  steward  upon  ruined  was  the  first  thing  which  very  particulariy 

iHHxits  and  an  embarrassed  master,  that  the  called  for,  and  long  engaged,  the  attention  of 

MBunoos  of  Great  Britain  are  commanded  not  the  court  of  directors.    This  debt  amounted 

to  inspect.    The  whole  tenour  of  the   right  to  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds 

koDoarable  gentleman's  argument  is  consonant  sterling,  and  was  claimed,  for  the  greater  part> 

to  the  nature  of  his  policy.     The  system  of  by  English  gentlemen,  residing  at  Madras. 

«neealment  is  fostered  by  a  system  of  false-  This  grand  capital,  settled  at  length  by  oHer 

hood.    False  facts,  false  colours,  false  names  at  ten  per  cent,  afforded  an  annuity  of  eigfa^- 

«f  peraons  uid  things,  are  its  whole  support.  eight  thousand  pounds.'*' 

fiWr,  I  mean  to  follow  the  right  honourable        Whilst  the  directors  were  digesting  their 

ftntiemaa  over  that  field  of  deception,  clearing  astonishment  at  this  information,  a  memorial 

what  he  has  purposely  obscured,  and  fairly  was  presented  to  them  from  three  gentlemen, 

waling  what  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  misre-  informing   them  that  their  fi'iends  had  lentf 

ppoaent.    For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary  you  likewise,  to  merchants  of  Canton  in  China, 

iiwinW  know  with  some  degree  of  distincmess,  a  sum  of  not  more  than  one  million  sterling, 

m.  little  of  the  locality,  the  nature,  the  circum-  In  this  memorial  they  called  upon  the  company 

atances,  the  magnitude  of  the  pretended  debts  for  their  assistance  and  interposition  with  the' 

an  which  this  marvellous  donation  is  founded,  Chinese  government  for  the  recovery  of  the 

■a  well  as  of  the  persons  from  whom  and  by  debt.    This  sum  lent  to  Chinese  merchants, 

mhbtm  it  is  claimed.  was  at  24  per  cent,  which  would  yield,  if  paid, 

Madras,  with  its  dependencies,  is  the  second  an  annuity  of  two  hundred  and  forty  diousand 

(bot  with  a  \oag  interval,  the  second)  member  pounds.f 

of  the  British  empire  in  the  east.    The  trade        Perplexed  as  the  directors  were  with  these 

af  that  city,  and  of  the  adjacent  territory,  was,  demands,  you  may  conceive,  Sir,  that  they 

■ol  very  long  ago,  among  the  most  flourishing  did  not  find  themselves  very  much  disembar- 

ki  Asia.    But  since  the  establishment  of  the  rassed,  by  being  made  acquainted  that  they 

Aritish  power,  it  has  wasted  away  under  an  must  again  exert  their  influence  for  a  new 

■niibrm  gradual  decline ;   insomuch   that  in  reserve  of  the  happy  parsimony  of  their  seiw 

the  year  1779  not  one  merchant  of  eminence  vants,  collected  into  a  second  debt  from  the 

to  be  found  in  the  whole  country.*    Du-  nabob  of  Arcot,  amounting  to  two  millions 

this  period  of  decay,  about  six  hundred  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,  settled  at  an 

sterling  pounds  a   year  have  been  interest  of  12  per  cent.    This  is  known  by  the 

off  by  English  gentleman  on  their  pri-  name  of  the  Consolidation  of  1777,  as  the  for* 

account,  by  the  way  of  China  alone.f  mer  of  the  nabob's  debts  was  by  the  title  of 

If  we  add  four  hundred  thousand,  as  probably  the  Consolidation  of  1767.    To  this  was  added, 

TCBUtted  through  other  channels,  and  in  other  in  a  separate  parcel,  a  little  reserve  called  the 

■wdiums,  that  is,  in  jewels,  gold,  and  silver  Cavalry  debt,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  Uiou* 

4ireetlj  brought  to  Europe,  and  in  bills  upoa  sand  pounds,  at  the  same  interest.    The  whole 

1k»  British  and  foreign  companies,  you  will  of  these  four  capitals,  amounting  to  four  mil- 

■Mueelj  think  the  matter  over-rated.    If  we  lions  four  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds, 

lis  the  commencement  of  thb  extraction  of  produced     at    their  several  rates,  annuities 

BHney  firom  the  Carnatic  at  a  period  no  ear-  amounting  to    six  hundred  and  twenty-three 

Kar  than  the  year  1700,  and  close  it  in  the  year  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  a  good  deal  more 

1780,  it  probably  will  not  amoimt  to  a  great  than  one-third  of  the  clear  land-tax  of  England, 

4aal  leas  than  twenty  millions  of  numey.  at  four  killings  in  the  pound ;  a  gpod  deal 

During  the  deep  silent  flow  of  this  steady  more  than  double  the  whole  annual  dividend 

alraam  of  wealth,  which  set  fix>m  India  into  of  the  East  India  company,  the  nominal  mas- 

Eorope,  it  generally  passed  mi  with  no  ade-  ters  to  the  proprietors  in  Uiese  funds.    Of  this, 

observation ;  but  happening  at  some  pe-  interest,  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  thou- 

to  meet  rif^  of  rocks  that  checked  its  sand  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  stood  charge-- 

),  it  grew  more  noisy  and  attracted  more  able  on  the  public  revenues  of  the  Carnatic. 
The  pecuniary  discussions  caused  by 


IB  aecmnidatiaa  of  part  of  the  fortunes  of  their        *  Fourth  report,  Mr.  Dundae's  committee,  p.  4. 

f  A  witness  examined  before  the  committee  of 

secrecv  says  that  eighteen  per  cent,  was  the 

^  Mr.  Smithes  examination  before  the  select     usual  interest ;  but  he  had  heard  that  more  bad 

MMBiiiittee,  Appendix,  No.  3.  been  given.    The  above  is  the  account  which 

t  Appeadix,  No.  3.  Mv-  B.  received. 

Vol.  L— 85 


586  SPEECH  ON  TllE  NABOB  OF  ARGOT'S  DEBTS. 

Sir,  at  this  inoment,  it  will  not  be  ncce»-  be  do  more,  that  there  is  an  eternal  debt,  addA 

•ary  to cooiiider  tlic  various  operations  which  "still  paying    still  to  owe/'  whidi  moBtbe 

the  capital  and  interest  of  this  debt  have  sue-  bound  on  the  present  generation  in  India,  ui 

ccssivoly  undergone.    I  shall  speak  to  these  entailed  on  their  noortgaged  posterity  for  eml 

operations  when  I  come  particularly  to  answer  A  debt  of  miliions,  in  favour  of  a  set  of  smb, 

the  right  honourable  gentlenum  on  each  of  tlie  whose  names,  with  few  ezceptioos,  are  eitber 

heads,  as  he    has  thought  proper  to  divide  buried  in  the  obscurity  of  their  origia  aid 

them.    But  this  was  the  exact  view  in  which  talents,  or  dragged  into  light  by  tke  eaonnity 

these  debts  first  appeared  to  the  court  of  di-  of  their  crimes  ? 

rectors,   and  to  the  world.     It  varied   aHer-  In  my  opinion  the  courage  of  the  Bnniatir 

wards.    But  it  never  appeared  in  any  other  was  the  noost  wonderful  parted  the  traiKaction, 

than  a  most  questionable  shape.    When  this  eqjecially  as  ho  must  have  read,  or  rather  tis 

gigantic  phantom  of  debt  first  appeared  before  right  honourable  gentleman  says,  he  has  mi 

a  young  minister,  it  naturally  would  have  jus-  for  him,  whde  volumes  upon  the  subject  Tbi 

tified  some  degree  of  doubt  and  a[>prehension.  volumes,  by  the  way,  are  not  by  one  tenth  put 

Such  a  prodigy  would  have  filled  any  common  so  numerous  as  the  right  honourable  gentleMa 

man  with  superstitious  fears.    He  would  ex-  has   thought  proper   to   pretend,  ia  order  to 

orcise  that  shapeless,  nameless  form,  and  by  frighten  you  from  inquiry;  but  in  these  votnoM, 

every  thing  sacred  would  have  adjured  it  to  such  as  they  are,  the  minister  must  have  food 

tell  by  what  means  a  small  number  of  slight  a  full  authority  for  a  suspicion  (at  the  TOf 

individuals,  ofno  consequence  or  situation,po8-  least)  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  great  ibr* 

sessed  ofno  lucrative  offices,  without  the  com-  tunes  made  at  Madras.     What  is  that  autlMh 

mand  of  armies,  or  the  known  administration  rity  ?    Why  no  other  than  the  standing  airtiio* 

of  revenues,  without  profession  of  any  kind,  rity  for  all  the  claims  which  the  ministry  baf 

without  any  sort  of  trade  sufficient  to  employ  a  thought  fit  to  provide  for — the  grand  debtor^ 

pedlar,  could  have,  in  a  few  years  (as  to  some,  tiie  nabob  of  Arcot  himself.    Hear  thatprioos, 

even  in  a  few  months)  amassed  treasures  equal  in  the  letter  written  to  the  court  of  direclon, 

to  the  revenues  of  a  respectable  kingdom?  at  the  precise  period,  whilst  the  main  body  of 

Was  it  not  enough  to  put  these  gentlemen,  in  these  debts  were  contracting.     In  his  letterbt 

the  noviciate  of  their  administration,  on  their  states  himself  to  be,  what  undoubtedly  be  ii, 

guard,  and  to  call  upon  them  for  a  strict  in-  a  most  competent  witness  to  this  point.  AAer 

quiry  (if  not  to  justify  them  in  a  reprobati(Hi  speaking  of  the  war  with  Hyder  Ali  in  1768 

of  those  demands  wiUiout  any  inquiry  at  all)  and  1769,  and  of  other  measures  whicfa  be 

that  when  all  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  censures  (whether  right  or  wrong  it  signifies 

had  for  years  been  witness  to  the  immense  nothing)  and  into  which  he  says  he  had  be« 

sums  laid  out  by  the  servants  of  the  company  led  by  the  company's  servants ;  he  proceeds  in 

in  stocks  of  all  denominations,  in  the  purchase  this  manner — "  If  all  these  things  were  agaaoBl 

of  lands,  in  the  buying  and  building  <^  houses,  the  real  interests  of  the  company,  they  are  U» 

in  the  securing  quiet  seats  in  parliament,  or  in  thousand  times  more  against  mine,  and  against 

the  tumultuous  riot  of  contested  elections,  in  the  prosperity  of  my  country,  and  the  happi- 

wandering  throu^out  the  whole  range  of  those  ness  of  my  people ;  (or  your  interests  and  bom 

variegated   modes    of  inventive    prodigality,  are  the  same.     WJuU  toere  they  owing  to  ^mf 

which  sometimes  have  excited  our  wonder,  to  the  private  views  of  a  few  indidduali,  idhs 

sometimes  roused  our  indignation ;  that  afler  have  enru^ied  themadvcs  at  the  expenMe  of  yenr 

all  India  was  four  millions  still  in  debt  to  them  7  influence j  and  of  my  country ,-  far  your  mnovtM 

India  in  debt  to  them !  For  what  ?  Every  debt  HA  VE  NO  TRADE  IN  THIS  COUN- 

Cor  which  an  equivalent  of  some  kind  or  other  TRY;  neither  do  you  pay  them  high  we^, 

is  not  given,  is  on  the  face  of  it  a  firaud.  What  yet  in  a  few  years  they  return  to  England  wiA 

is  the  equivalent  they  have  given?    What  many  lacs  of  pagodas.     How  can  you  or  I 

equivalent  had  they  to  give  ?    What  are  the  account  for  such  immense  fortune  acquired  m 

articles  <^  commerce,  or  the  branches  of  ma-  so  short  a  timCf  without  any  visible  means  ff 

nufacture  which  those  gentlemen  have  carried  getting  them  ?" 

hence  to  enrich  India  ?    What  are  the  sciences  When  he  asked  this  question,  which  inrolres 

they  beamed  out  to  enlighten  it  ?  What  are  the  its  answer,  it  is  extraordinary  that  curiosity  did 

arts  they  introduced  to  cheer  and  to  adorn  it  ?  not  prompt  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to 

What  are  the  religious,  what  the  moral  institu-  that  inquiry,  which  might  coxae  in-vun  reooBH 

tions  they  have  taught  among  that  people  as  a  mended  to  him  by  his  own  act  of  pariiameot. 

guide  to  life,  or  as  a  consolation  when  life  is  to  Does  not  the  nabob  of  Arcot  tell  us  in  so  many 
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iFords,  that  there  was  no  fair  way  of  making  and  confederating  on  one  side,  and  the  public 
the  enormous  sums  sent  by  the  company's  ser-  revenues,  and  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  a 
•  vuats  to  EIngland  ?  and  do  you  imagine  that  ruined  country,  on  the  other.  These  are  the 
there  was  or  could  be  more  h(Hiesty  and  good  real  plaintiffs  and  the  real  defendants  in  the 
Ikkb,  in  the  demands  for  what  remained  behind  suit.  Refusing  a  shilling  from  his  hoards  C<x 
m  India  ?  Of  what  nature  were  the  transac-  the  satisfaction  of  any  demand,  the  nabob  cS 
tions  with  himself?  If  you  follow' the  train  of  Arcot  is  always  ready,  nay,  he  earnestly,  and 
his  information  you  must  see,  that  if  these  with  eagerness  and  passion,  contends  for  deli- 
great  sums  were  at  all  lent,  it  was  not  property,  vering  up  to  these  pretended  creditors  his  ter- 
-bot  spoil  that  was  lent ;  if  not  lent,  the  trans-  ritory  and  his  subjects.  It  is  therefore  not 
action  was  not  a  c(»itract,  but  a  fraud.  Either  from  treasuries  and  mines,  but  from  the  food 
way,  if  light  enough  could  not  be  furnished  to  of  your  unpaid  armies,  from  the  blood  with- 
andiorize  a  fiili  condemnation  of  these  demands,  held  from  tlie  veins,  and  whipt  out  of  the  backs 
-they  ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  parties,  of  the  most  miserable  of  men,  that  we  are  to 
who  best  knew  and  understood  each  other's  pamper  extortion,  usury,  and  peculation,  under 
proceedings.  It  was  not  necessary  that  the  the  false  names  of  debtors  and  creditors  of  state, 
•anthority  of  government  should  interpose  in  The  great  patron  of  these  creditors,  (to  whose 
&TOur  of  .claims,  whose  very  foundation  was  honour  they  ought  to  erect  statues,)  the  right 
a  liefiance  of  that  authority,  and  whose  object  hmiourable  gentleman,*  in  stating  the  merits 
and  end  was  its  entire  subversion.  which  recommended  them  to  his  favour,  has 

It  may  be  said  that  this  letter  was  written  ranked  them  under  three  grand  divisions.    The 

fay  the  nabob  of  Arcot  in  a  moody  humour,  first,  the  creditors  of  1767 ;  then  the  creditors 

«ader  the  influence  of  some  chagrin.  Certainly  of  the  cavalry  loan;  and  lastly,  the  creditors 

it  was;   but  it  is  in  such  humours  that  truth  of  the  loan  in  1777.    Let  us  examine  them, 

«omes  out.    And  when  he  tells  you  from  his  one  by  one,  as  they  pass  in  review  before  us. 

own  knowledge,  what  everyone  must  presume.  The  first  of  these  loans,  that  of  1767,  he 

from  the  extreme  probability  of  the  thing,  whe-  insists,   has  an  indisputable  claim  upon  the 

ther  he  told  it  or  not,  one  such  testimony  is  public  justice.    The  creditors,  he  affirms,  lent 

worth  a  thousand  that  contradict  that  proba-  their  money  publicly ;  they  advanced  it  with 

bility,  when  the  parties  have  a  better  under-  the  express  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the 

standing  with  each  other,  and  when  they  have  company ;  and  it  was  contracted  at  the  mode- 

a  point  to  carry,  that  may  unite  them  in  a  rate  interest  of  ten  per  cent.      In  this  loan  the 

commoa  deceit  demand  is,  according  to  him,  not  only  just,  but 

If  this  body  of  private  claims  of  debt,  real  meritorious  in  a  very  high  degree ;  and  one 
or  devised,  were  a  question,  as  it  is  falsely  would  be  inclined  to  believe  he  thought  so, 
pretended,  between  the  nabob  of  Arcot  as  because  he  has  put  it  last  in  the  provision  he 
ddbtor,  and  Paul  Benfiekl  and  his  associates  has  made  for  these  claims, 
as  creditors,  I  am  sure,  I  should  give  myself  I  readily  admit  this  debt  to  stand  the  fairest 
bat  littte  trouble  about  it.  If  the  hoards  of  of  the  whole ;  for  whatever  may  be  my  suspi- 
<^ipressi<Mi  were  the  fund  for  satisfying  the  cions  concerning  a  part  of  it,  I  can  convict  it 
daims  of  bribery  and  peculation,  who  would  of  nothing  worse  than  the  most  enormous  usu- 
wish  to  interfere  between  such  litigants  ?  If  ry.  But  I  can  convict  upon  the  spot  the  right 
die  demands  were  confined  to  what  might  be  honourable  gentleman,  of  the  most  daring  mis- 
drawn  from  the  treasures,  which  the  company's  representation  in  every  one  fact,  without  any 
records  uniformly  assert  that  the  nabob  is  in  excc])tion,  that  he  has  alleged  in  defence  of 
possession  of;  or  if  he  had  mines  of  gold  or  this  loan,  and  of  his  own  conduct  with  regard 
sflver,  or  diamonds,  (as  we  know  that  he  has  to  it.  I  will  shew  you  that  this  debt  was  never 
oooe,)  these  gentlemen  might  break  open  his  contracted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
boards,  or  dig  in  his  mines,  without  any  dis-  pany ;  that  it  had  not  their  approbation ;  that 
torbance  from  me.  But  the  gentlemen  on  the  they  received  the  first  intelligence  of  it  with 
other  side  of  the  house  know  as  well  as  I  do,  the  utmost  possible  surprise,  indignation,  and 
and  they  dare  not  ctnitradict  me,  that  the  nabob  alarm. 

of  Arcot  and  his  creditors  are  not  adversaries.  So  far  from  being  previously  apprized  of  the 

but  coUusive  parties,  and  that  the  whole  trans-  transaction  from  its  origin,  it  was  two  years 

action  is  under  a  false  colour  and  false  names,  before  the  court  of  directors  obtained  any  offi- 

The  litigation  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  be-  cial  intelligence  of  it.     "  The  dealings  of  the 
tween  their  rapacity  and  his  hoarded  riches. 

No  *  it  is  between  him  and  them  coqibining  *  Mr.  Dundas. 
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■erf  ants  with  the  nabob  were  concealed  from  the  aaid  goveraov  and  oooDcil  have,  a  9^ 

the  fimt,  until  they  were  found  out,"  (-*ays  Mr.  Tiom$  vMlabsw  ^  ike  ^mt  repoaed  in  dM, 

8ay«r,  the  comiMmy**  counsMrl,)  "  by  the  report  manifeatly  prtfimi  tkt  iMfereil  ^fprimtimi- 

of  tlie  country."     The  presidency,  however,  vidual$t»Aaimftke  emmptiuf^  in  peiiaiuiagfc 

at  last  tltought  proper  to  send  an  olBcial  ao  a—iffminit  of  the  leweuuea  of  certaia  valmMi 

count.    On  tliis  the  directors  tell  them,  "  to  disincts,  to  a  very  large  anoont,  fioai  lb 

your  ffrcat  reproach  it  has  been  corweaUdfnm  nabob  to  individuals,'* — and  then  hi^ih  w^pr 

M.     We  cannot  but  misptict  tliis  debt  to  have  vating  their  criaes,  tbej  add  '^  we  aider  ui 

had  its  wei|(ht  in  your  propoted  ai^grandizemerU  direct  that  you  do  examine,  in  die  moat  aipv* 

9/  Miihmned  Alt,  [the  nabob  of  Arcot;]  but  tial  manner,  all  the  abov«-mealioned  trnMO* 

whether  it  has  or  has  not,  certain  it  is,  you  are  tions;    and  that  yon  pmmuh  by  impcBMi, 

fuilty  of  an  high  breach  of  duty  in  ooneealing  degradation,  diamisBka,  or  olherwim,  ■  to 

it  from  us."  you  shall  aeem  meet,  all  and  every  aDehiv> 

These  ezprcvsions,  concerning  the  ground  vant  or  aervantaof  tbemmpany,whon^ly 

of  the  transaction ,  its  effect,  and  its  clandestine  you  be  found  guilty  ofany  oftheabova  oftawi' 

nature,  are  in  the  letters,  bearing  date  March  "  We  had  (say  the  directors)  the  norliiGriia 

17,  1769.    AAer  receiving  a  more  full  account  to  find  that  the  servants  of  dbe  compaEy,  vis 

on  the  23d  March,   1770,   they    state,  that  had  been  raued,  Mtfparted,  and  OHsd  Iharfn- 

*'  Messrt.  John  Pybus,  John  Call,  and  James  «en<  opulence  to  the  admaniagt^  gained  ia  adi 

Botirchier,   as   trustees   Hvr  themselves   and  service,  have  in  this  insitance  most  aii^ilfc/d^ 

others  of  tlw  nabob's  private  creditors,  had  betrayed  their  tnist,  ahamiomed  the  campmf* 

proved  a  deed  of  assis;nmcnt  upon  the  nabob  interest,  vtd  proatUuied  its  infioenoe  toaoctsh 

and  his  son  of  FIFTEEN  districts  of  the  plish  the  jnirposea  of  tndnMl«ab,«AaU (!(«*• 

nabob's  country,  the  revenues  of  which  yielded,  rest  of  the  campmiy  i»  abnoat  wMfy  negkid, 

in   time    of   peace,    eight  lacs  of  pagodas  and  payment  to  us  rendered  extremely  fn» 

[£.3120,000  sterling]  annually ;  and  likewise  an  rious.'*    Here  then  is  the  rock  a£ mppt^bttaoi 

assignment  of  the  yearly  tribute  paid  tlic  nabob  of  the  court  of  directors,  on  which  the  rigli 

from  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  amounting  to  four  honourable   gentleman    says    this  ddA  vn 

ktca  of  rupees,  [£.40,000."]     The  territorial  founded.    Any  member,  Mr.  Spedtar,  sho 

revenue,  at  that  time  possessed  by  these  geiH  should  come  into  the   house,  on  my  resAg 

tlemen,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  this  sMitence  of  condenmatioo  of  the  coot  of 

their  masters,  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  directors  against    their    unfoithfiil  serTUl% 

■ixty  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually.  They  might  well  imagine  that  he  had  beard  an  hnri^ 

were  making  rapid  strides  to  the  entire  pos-  severe,  unqualified  iavective  against  the  pre> 

■ossion  of  the  country,  when  the  directors,  sent  ministerial  board  of  controuL     Soendif 

whom  the  right  honourablo  gentleman  states  do  the  proceedings  of  the  patrons  of  diis  aboa 

as  having  authorized  these  proceedings,  were  tally  with  those  of  the  actors  in  it,  tlwt  the 

kept  in  such  profound  ignorance  of  this  royal  expressions  used  in  the  0(Hidemnatioo  of  dn 

acquisition  of  territorial  revenue  by  their  ser-  one,  may  serve  for  the  reprobation  of  the  odW} 

vants,  that  in  the  same  letter  they  say,  "  this  without  the  change  of  a  word. 
assignment  was  obtained  by  three  of  the  mem-        To  read  you  all  the  expressions  of  wrath  tad 

hers  of  your  board,  in  January  1767,  yet  we  do  indignation  fulminated  m  this  dispatch  agaitft 

not  find  the  least  trace  of  it  upon  your  consulta-  the  meritorious  creditors  of  the  right  booov- 

tions,  until  August  1768,  nor  do  any  of  your  let-  able  gentleman,  who  according  to  him  have 

ters  to  us  afford  any  information  relative  to  such  be^a  so  fully  approved  by  the  compaiqr,  wouU 

transactions,  till  the  1st  of  November,  1768.  By  be  to  read  the  whole, 
your  last  letters  of  the  8th  of  May,  1768,  you  bring        The  right  honourable  gentleman,  with  ib 

the  whole  proceedings  to  light  in  one  view."  address  peculiar  to  himself,  every  now  socl 

As  to  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  com-  then  slides  in  the  fMresidency  of  Madras,  tf 

pany,  and  its  sanction  to  the  debts,  you  see  synonymous  to  the  company.     That  the  pre- 

that  this  assertion  of  that  knowledge  is  utterly  sidency  did  approve  the  debt,  is  certain.    Bnt 

unfounded.    But  did  the  directors  approve  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  fmidentin 

it,  and  ratify  the  transaction  when  it  was  suppressing,  as  skilfol  in  bringing  forward  fais 

known  ?    The  very  reverse.    On  the  same  3d  matter,  has  not  chosen  to  tell  you  that  the  pre- 

of  March,  the  directors  declare,  "  upon  an  i»i-  sidency  were  the  very  persons  guilty  of  coh 

fMutto/ eapammofion  of  the  whole  conduct  of  our  tracting  this  loan ;  creditors  tbemselves,  and 

late  govemour  and  council  of  Fort  George  agents  and  trustees  for  all  the  other  crwfilw* 

(Madras)  and  on  the  follest  consideration,  that  For  this  the  cotnrt  of  directors  aoeuw  thea  «f 
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breach  of  trust ;  and  for  this  the  right  honour-  nance  from  the  nabob;  eyen  our  discarded 
•ble  gentleman  considers  them  as  perfectly  good  officers,  liowever  unworthy,  are  received  into 
antfaority  for  those  claims.  It  is  pleasant  to  the  nabob's  service."*  It  was  indeed  a  mat> 
hear  a  gentleman  of  the  law  quote  the  appro-  ter  of  no  wcmderful  sagaci^  to  determine 
iHUion  of  creditors  as  an  authority  for  their  whether  the  court  of  directors,  with  their  mi- 
«wn  debt.  serable  salaries  to  their  servants,  of  four  or  five 
How  they  came  to  contract  the  debt  to  them-  hundred  pounds  a  year,  or  the  distributor  of 
«elves,  how  they  came  to  act  as  agents  for  millions,  was  most  likely  to  be  obeyed.  It 
diose  whom  they  ought  to  have  controuled,  is  was  an  invention  beyond  the  imagination  of  all 
tar  your  inquiry.  The  policy  of  this  debt  was  the  speculatists  of  our  speculating  age,  to  see 
announced  to  the  court  of  directors,  by  the  a  government  quietly  settled  in  one  and  the 
very  perecms  concerned  in  creating  it.  "  Till  same  town,  composed  of  two  distinct  members  ; 
▼ery  lately,"  (say  the  presidency,)  *'  the  nabob  one  to  pay  scantily  for  obedience,  and  the 
placed  his  dependence  on  the  company.  Now  other  to  bribe  high  for  rebellion  and  revolt. 
Im  has  been  taught  by  ill  advisers,  that  an  inte-  The  next  thing  which  recommends  this  par- 
rest  out  of  doors  may  stand  him  in  good  stead,  ticular  debt  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
He  has  been  made  to  believe  that  his  prioate  is,  it  seems,  the  moderate  interest  of  ten  per 
-wtdUon  home  power  and  interest  to  over-ruU  the  cent.  It  would  be  lost  labour  to  observe  on 
-mourl  of  directors"*  The  nabob  was  not  mis-  this  assertion.  The  nabob,  in  a  long  apolo- 
imfi^mied.  The  private  creditors  instantly  qua-  getic  letterf  for  the  transaction  between  him 
4ifieda  vast  number  of  votes;  and  having  made  and  the  body  of  the  creditors,  states  the  fact, 
-fbemsdves  masters  of  the  court  of  proprietors,  as  I  shall  state  it  to  you.  In  the  accumulation 
WB  well  as  extending  a  powerful  cabal  in  other  of  this  debt,  the  first  interest  paid  was  from 
-pbnees  as  important,  they  so  completely  over-  thirty  to  thirty-six  jier  cent,  it  was  then  brought 
tamed  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  at  down  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  at  length  it  was 
-iKNne  and  abroad,  that  this  poor  baffled  govern-  reduced  to  twenty ;  and  there  it  found  its  rest. 
meot  was  soon  obliged  to  lower  its  tone.  It  During  the  whole  process,  as  often  as  any  of 
ifras  glad  to  be  admitted  into  partnership  with  these  monstrous  interests  fell  into  an  arrear, 
its  own  servants.  The  court  of  directors  esta-  (into  which  they  were  continually  falling,)  the 
btiahing  the  debt  which  they  had  reprobated  as  arrear,  formed  into  a  new  capital,^  was  added 
«  breach  ef  trust,  and  which  was  planned  for  to  the  old,  and  the  same  interest  of  twenty 
tile  subversion  of  their  authority,  settled  its  per  cent,  accrued  upon  both.  The  company, 
payments  on  a  par  with  those  of  the  public ;  having  got  some  scent  of  the  enormous  usury 
mad  even  so,  were  not  able  to  obtain  peace  or  which  prevailed  at  Madras,  thought  it  neces- 
even  equality  in  their  demands.  All  the  con-  sary  to  interfere,  and  to  order  all  interests  to 
sequences  lay  in  a  regular  and  irresistible  be  lowered  to  ten  per  cent.  This  order,  which 
train.  By  employing  tibeir  influence  for  the  contained  no  exception,  though  it  by  no  means 
recovery  of  this  debt,  their  orders,  issued  in  pointed  particularly  to  this  class  of  debts,  came 
the  same  breath,  against  creating  new  debts,  like  a  thunder-clap  <m  the  nabob.  He  con* 
«nlj  animated  the  strong  desires  of  their  ser- 
Tants  to  this  prohibited  prolific  sport,  and  it        *  "He  [the  nabobj  is  In  a  great  aegree  the 

_i      J  _r  jj       u*  cause  of  our  present  inability  ;  by  diverting  the 

■con  produced  a  swarm  of  sons  and  daughters,  yg^g^  ues  of  the  Carnatic  through  private  ehan- 

not  in  the  least  degenerated  from  the  virtue  of  tie/«."— '*  Even  this    Feshcush  [the  Tanjore 

dieir  parents.  tribute]  circumstanced  as  he  and  we  are,  he  has 

From  that    moment,  the  authority  of  the  ^^«'-"®^^  PJ^"^ '?  ^Jl'l^'"!' ^i^!,^^^ 

_.  ^  J-      ,  •    J  •    xu    /^        *•         J  in  opposition  to  the  company. ^^    Consultations, 

court  ot  directors  expired  m  the  Carnatic,  and  October  11,  1769,  on  the  12th  communicated  to 

erery  where  else.    "  Every  man,"  says  the  the  nabob. 

presideBcy,  "  who  opposes   the   government        t  Nabob's  letter  to  Governour  Palk.    Papers 

and  its  measures,  finds  an  immediate  counte-  P"b«3hed  by  the  directors  In  1776 ;  and  papers 

mmm*  aw  h.«wm«w>,  uuua  <u.  tuuuvutot,^  v^wti.^^  printed  by  the  same  authority,  1781. 

\  See  papers  printed  by  order  of  a  general 

♦  For  the  threats  of  the  creditors,  and  total  court  in  1780,  p.  2M,  and  p.  294,  as  also  nabob's 

tnbverslon  of  the  authority  of  the  company  in  letter  to  Governour  Dupre.  19th  July,  1771,  «*  I 

fiivour  of  the  nabob's  power,  and  the  increase  have  taken  up  loans  by  which  I  have  suffered  a 

thereby  of  his  evil  dispositions,  and  the  great  Joss  of  upwards  of  a  crore  of  pagodas  [Tout 

derangement  of  all  public  concerns,  see  select  millions  sterling]    6y  interest  on  an    heavy 

oonnittee  Fort  St.  George's  letters,  21st  No-  tn/(?re»<."— Letter  loth  January,   1772,  "  Not- 

vember,  1769,  and  January  31st,  1770;  Septem-  withstanding  I  have  taken  much  trouble,  and 

ber  llth,  1772.  And  Governour  Bourchier's  let-  have  made  many  payments  to  my  creditors,  yet 

ters  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  3l8t  November,  1769,  the  load  of  my  debt,  tthich  became  so  greattby 

and  December  9th,  1769.  interest  and  compound  interest,  Is  not  elearsd.)* 
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•idcred  his  political  credit  as  ruined  ;  but  to  measure,  no  man  AaXi  ravish  fifom  me.  H 
find    a  remedy  to  this  unexpected   evil,  he  shall  be  safely  lodged  in  the  sanctuary  of  my 
ajTuin  added  to  the  old  priiH:i|tal  twenty  per  heart ;  never,  never  to  be  torn  from  thence, 
cent,  inlensl  arcruinj!  (or  the  last  year.     Thus  but  with  those  holds  that  gr^>{de  it  to  life, 
a  new  funii  was  fonned  ;  and  it  w^ls  on  that  1  say,  I  well  remember  thai  bill,  and  erarj 
acriiniUiation  of  various  principab,  and  inte-  one  of  its  honest  and  its  wise  provisions.  It 
tests  hca|>ed  upon  interests,  not  on  tJie  sum  is  not  true  that  this  debt  was  ever  protected  or 
ori^iinallv  Itrn!.  as  ilie  ri^ht  honourable  gentle-  enforced,  or  any  revenue  whatsoever  set  apart 
man  would  make  you  Ix'licve,  that  icn  per  cent  for  it.    It  was  left  in  that  bill  just  where  it 
was  s<.>tiuHl  mi  tlie  whole.  stood ;  to  be  paid  or  not  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Wiien  you  cimsider   the  enormity    of  the  nabob's   private  treasures,  according  to  hii 
iiiu  rest  at  which  ilicse  delKs  were  contmcted,  own  discretion.     The  company  had  actual^ 
aii.l  the  scvoral  iiitoro>:s  aJJed  to  the  princi-  given  it  their  sanction  ;  though  always  relyiif 
f»al.  I  Ih'Hovc  you  will  m»t  think  me  so  scej^  tor  its  validity  on  the  sole  securi^  of  the  &ith 
tical.  if  I  shouiJ  doubt,  whether  for  this  debt  of  him,*  who  without  their  knowledge  orcein 
of  £JSSOXiO0  the  nabob  ever  saw  £.100.000  in  sent  entered  into  the  original  obligation.  It 
real  money.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  no  other  sanction  ;  it  ou^t  to  have  bad 
8us(>ecting,  with  all  his  absolute  dominion  over  no  other.    So  far  was  Mr.  Fox's  bill  from  pro- 
fact,  that  he  never  will  be  able  to  defend  even  vidingyirnds  for  it,  as  this  ministry  have  wvdt' 
this  venerable  patriarchal  job,  though  sancti-  edly  done  for  this,   and  for  ten  times  w<ne 
fied  by  its  numerous  issue,  and  hoary  with  transactions,  out  of  the  public  estate,  that  aa 
prescriptive  years,  has  recourse  to  recrimina-  express  clause   immediately  preceded,  poo* 
tion,  tlie  last  resource  of  guilL     He  says  that  tively  forbidding  any  British  subject  fitm  r^ 
this   loan  of  1767  was  provided  for  in  Mr.  ceiving  assignments  upon  any  part  d"  the  teni> 
Fox's  India  bill ;  and  judging  of  others  by  his  torial  revenue,  on  any  pretence  whatsoerer.f 
own  nature  and  principles,  he  more  than  in-  You  recollect,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  cbaih 
sinuates,  that  this  provision  was  made,  not  cellor  of  the  exchequer  strongly  professed  to 
from  any  sense  of  merit  in  the  claim,  but  retain  every  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  bill  which  wis 
from  partiality  to  General  Smith,  a  proprietor,  intended  to  prevent  abuse ;  but  in  hit  India  biB, 
and  an  agent   for  that  debt.     If  partiality  which  (let  me  do  justice)  is  as  able  and  skilfol 
could  have  had  any  weight  against  justice  and  a  performance  for  its  own  purposes,  as  ent 
policy,  with  the    then  ministers    and    their  issued  from  the  wit  of  man,  premeditating  thii 
friends,  General  Smith  had  titles  to  it.    But  iniquity — hoc  ^Mum    ut    atrueret    TnjamiM 
the  right  hcmourable  gentleman  knows  as  well  aperirel  Achivisy  expunged  this  essential  datoe, 
as  I  do,  that  General  Smith  was  very  far  from  broke  down  the  fence  which  was  raised  to 
looking  on  himself  as  partially  treated  in  the  cover  the  public  property  against  the  rapacity 
arrangements  of  that  time;  indeed  what  man  of  his  partisans,  and  thus  levelling  every  ob* 
dared   to  hope  for  private  partiality  in  that  struction,  he  made  a  firm,  broad,  highway  for 
sacred  plan  for  relief  to  nations  ?  sin  and  death,  for  usury  and  oppression,  to 
It  is  not  necessary  that  the  right  honourable  renew  their  ravages  throughout  die  dev«}ted 
gentleman  should  sarcastically  call  that  time  revenues  of  the  Camatic. 
to  our  recollection.    Well   do   I  remember  The  tenour,  the  policy,  and  the  consequenoes 
every  circumstance  of  that  memorable  period,  of  diis  debt  of  1767,  are,  in  the  eyes  of  minit- 
God  forbid  I  should  forget  it.    O  illustrious  try,  so  excellent,  that  its  merits  are  irresisti- 
disgrace !  O  victorious  defeat!  may  your  me-  ble ;  and  it  tiakes  the  lead  to  give  credit  and 
morial  be  fresh  and  new  to  the  latest  genera-  countenance  to  all  the  rest.    Along  with  his 
tions !    May  the  day  of  that  generous  conflict  chosen  body  rf  heavy-armed  in&ntiy,  and  to 
be  stamped  in  characters  never  to  be  cancelled  support  it,  in  the  line,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
or  worn  out  from  the  records  of  time !    Let  tleman  has  stationed  his  corps  of  black  cavaky. 
no  man  hear  of  us,  who  shall  not  hear  that  in  If  there  be  any  advantage  between  this  debt 
a  struggle  against  the  intrigues  of  courts,  and  and  that  of  1769,  according  to  him  the  cavaby 
the  perfidious  levity  of  the  multitude,  we  fell  debt  has  it.    It  is  not  a  subject  of  defence;  it 
in  the  cause  of  honour,  in  the  cause  of  our  is  a  theme  of  panegyric.    Listen  to  the  rigbt 
country,  in  the  cause  of  human  nature  itself!  honourable  gendeman,  and  you  will  fad  it 
But  if  fortune  should  be    as  powerful  over  was  contracted  to  save  the  countiy ;  to  prev«D< 
fame,  as  she  has  been  prevalent  over  virtue,  at 

least  our  conscience  is  beyond  her  jurisdiction.  «  The  nabob  of  Arcot. 

My  poor  share  in  the  support  of  that  great  f  Appendix,  No.  8. 
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mutiny  in  armies ;  to  introduce  ceconomy  in  re-  dily  gave  the  sanction  of  the  company  to  thoso 
reiiues ;  and  for  all  these  honourable  purposes,  servants  who  knew  that  the  company,  whose 
it  originated  at  the  express  desire,  and  by  the  re-     sanction  was  demanded,  had  positively  prohi- 

presentative  authority  of  the  company  itself.  bited  all  such  transactions. 

First,  let  me  say  a  word  to  the  authority.        However,  so  far  as  the  reality  of  the  dealing 
This  debt  was  contracted  not  by  the  authority  goes,  all  is  hitherto  fair  and  plausible ;  and 
of  the  company,  not  by  its  representatives,  (as  here  the  right  honourable  gentleman  concludes, 
tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  has  the  unpa-  with  commendable  prudence,  his  account  of 
ralleled  confidence  to  assert,)  but  in  the  ever-  the  business.    But  here  it  is  I  shall  beg  leave 
memorable  period   of  1777,  by  the   usurped  to  commence  my  supplement :  for  the  gentle- 
power  of  those  who  rebeljiously,  in  conjunction  man's  discreet  modesty  has  led  him  to  cut  the 
with  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  had  overturned  the  thread  of  the  story  somewhat  abruptly.    One 
lawful  government  of  Madras.    For  that  rebel-  of  the  most  essential  parties  is  quite  forgotten. 
lion,  this  house  unanimously  directed  a  public  Why  should  the  episode  of  the  poor  nabob  be 
prosecutioa    The  delinquents,  after  they  had  omitted  ?    When  that  prince  chooses  it,  no- 
subverted   government,  in  order  to  make  to  body  can  tell  his  story  better.    Excuse  me,  if 
themselves  a  party  to  support  them  in  their  I  apply  again  to  my  book,  and  give  it  you  from 
power,  are  universally  known  to  have  dealt  jobs  the  first  hand ;  from  the  nabob  himself. 
about  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and  to  any         "  Mr.    Stratton   became    acquainted  with 
who  were  willing  to  receive  them.    This  usur-  this,  and  got  Mr.  Taylor  and  others  to  lend 
pation,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  me  four  laes  of  pagodas  towards  discharging 
well  knows,  was  brought  about  by  and  for  the  the  arrears  of  pay  of  my  troops.    Upon  this,  I 
great  mass  of  these  pretended  debts,  is  the  virroto  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Stratton ;  and 
authority  which  is  set  up  by  him  to  represent  upon  the  faith  of  this  money  being  paid  imme- 
the  company ;  to  represent  that  company  which  diately,  I  ordered  many  of  my  troops  to  be  dis- 
(nm  the  first  moment  of  their  hearing  of  this  charged  by  a  certain  day,  and  lessened  the 
corraptandfraudulenttransaction,  to  this  hour,  number  of  my  servants.     Mr.  Taylor,   &c 
have  uniformly  disowned  and  disavowed  it.  some  time  after  acquainted  me,  that  they  had 
So  much  for  the  authority.    As  to  the  facts,  no  ready  money,  but  they  would  grant  teeps 
partly  true,  and  partly   colourable,  as   they  payable  in  four  months.    This  astcmished  me ; 
stand  recorded,  they  are  in  substance  these. —  for  I  did  not  know  what  might  happen,  when 
The  nabob  of  Arcot,  as  soon  as  he  had  thrown  the  sepoys  were  dismissed  from  my  service.   I 
ofT  the  superiority  of  this  country  by  means  of  begged  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  the  others  to  pay 
these  creditors,  kept  up  a  great  army  which  this  sum  to  the  officers  of  my  regiments  at  the 
he  never  paid.    Oif  course,  his  soldiers  were  time  they  mentioned ;  and  desired  the  officers, 
generally  in  a  state  of  mutiny.'*'  The  usurping  at  the  same  time,  to  pacify  and  persuade  the 
council  say  that  they  laboured  hard  with  Uieir  men  belonging  to  them,  that  their  pay  would 
master  the  nabob,  to  persuade  him  to  reduce  be  given  to  them  at  the  end  of  four  morUha ;  and 
these  mutinous  and  useless  troops.    He  con-  that  till  those  arrears  were  discharged,  their  pay 
sented ;  but  as  usual,  pleaded  inability  to  pay  should  be  continued  to  them.    Two  years  are 
them  their  arrears.    Here  was  a  difficulty,  nearly  expired  since  that  time,  but  Mr.  Tay-  • 
The  nabob  had  no  money ;  the  company  had  lor  has  not  yet  entirely  discharged  the  arrears 
no  money ;  every  public  supply  was  empty,  of  those  tro<^s,  and  I  am  obliged  to  continue 
But  there  was  one  resource  which  no  season  their  pay  from  that  time  till  this.    I  hoped  to 
has  ever  yet  dried  up  in  that  climate.    The  have  been  able,  by  this  expedient,  to  have  les- 
tmtcara  were  at  hand ;  that  is,  private  English  sened  the  number  of  my  troops,  and  discharged 
money-jobbers  oflTered  their  assistance.    Mcs-  the  arrears  due  to  them,  considering  the  trifle 
sieurs  Taylor,  Majendie  and  Call,  proposed  of  interest  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  others,  as 
to  advance  the  small  sum  of  iE.160,0()0  to  pay  uo  great  matter ;  but  instead  of  this,  lam  op^ 
oflT  the  nabob's  black  cavalry,  provided  the  pressed  with  the  burthen  of  pay  due  to  those 
company's  authority  was  given  for  their  loan,  troops;  and  the  inters j  which  is  going  on  to 
This  was  the  great  point  of  policy  always  J^fr.  Taylor  from  the  day  the  teeps  were  granted 
aimed  at,  and  pursued  through  a  hundred  de-  to  him."    What  I  have  read  to  you  is  an  ez« 
▼ieea  by  the  servants  at  Madras.    The  presi-  tract  of  a  letter  from  the  Camatic  toGrovemour 
dency,  who  themselves  had  no  authority  for  the  Rumbold,  dated  the  22d,  and  received  the  24th 
functions  they  presumed  to  exercise,  very  rea-  of  March,  1779.* 

*See  BCr.  Dundas's  1st,  3d  and  3d,  reports.         *  See  ftirther  Consultations,  8d  February,  1778 
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Suppose  his  highness  not  to  be  well  broken  tenance  of  the  troqis  that  they  may  be  ready 

in  to  tilings  of  this  kind,  it  must  indeed  sur-  to  exert  themsdyes   in  the  service  of  your 

prise  so  known  ana  established  a  bond-vender,  highness." 

as  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  one  who  keeps  himself  Here,  Sir,  you  see  how  these  causes  and 

the  largest  bond  warehouse  in  the  world,  to  effects  act  upon  one  another.    One  body  of 

find  that  he  was  now  to  receive  in  kind ;  not  troops  mutinies  for  want  of  pay ;  a  d^  is 

to  take  money  for  his  obligations,  but  to  give  contracted  to  pay  them ;  and  they  still  remain 

his  bond  in  exchange  for  the  bond  of  Messieurs  unpaid.    A  territory  destined    to  pay  other 

Taylor,  Majendie  and  Call,  and  to  pay  be-  troops,  is  assigned  for  this  debt;  and  thest 

•ides,  a  good  smart  interest,  legally  12  per  cent,  other  troops  fall  into  the  same  state  of  indigence 

(in  reality  perhaps  twenty,  or  twenty-four  per  and  mutiny  with  the  first.     Bond  is  paid  by 

cent.)  for  this  exchange  of  paper.    But  his  bond ;  arrear  is  turned  into  new  arrear ;  usury 

troops  were  not  to  be  so  paid,  or  so  disbanded,  engenders  new  usury ;   mutiny  suspended  in 

They  wanted  bread,  and  could  not  live  by  cut-  one  quarter,  starts  up  in  another ;  until  all  the 

ting  and  shuffling  of  bonds.    The  nabob  still  revenues,  and  all  the  establishments  are  ea- 

kept  the  troops  in  service,  and  was  obliged  to  tangled  into  one  inextricable  knot  of  codofiisiflo, 

continue,  as  you  have  seen,  the  whole  expense,  Srom  which  they  are  only  disengaged  by  being 

to  exonerate  himself  from  which  he  became  entirely  destroyed.    In  that  state  of  confusion, 

indebted  to  the  soucars.  in  a  very  few  months  afler  the  date  of  the  me* 

Had  it  stood  here,  the  transaction  would  morial  I  have  just  read  to  you,  things  were 
have  been  ofthe  most  audacious  strain  of  fraud  found,  when  the  nabob's  troops,  famished  to 
and  usury,  perhaps  ever  before  discovered,  feed  English  soucars,  instead  of  defendii^  the 
whatever  might  have  been  practised  and  con-  country,  joined  the  invaders,  and  deserted  in 
cealed.  But  the  same  authority  (I  mean  the  entire  bodies  to  Hyder  Ali.* 
nabob^s)  brings  before  you  something  if  pos-  The  manner  in  which  this  transactioo  was 
Bible  more  striking.  He  states,  that  for  this  carried  on,  shews  that  good  examples  are  nol 
their  paper,  he  immediately  handed  over  to  easily  forgot,  especially  by  those  who  are  bred 
these  gentlemen  something  very  different  from  in  a  great  school.  One  of  those  splendki 
paper ;  that  is,  the  receipt  of  a  territorial  re-  examples  give  me  leave  to  mention,  at  a  some- 
venue,  of  which  it  seems  they  continued  as  what  more  early  period,  because  one  ihuid 
l<Mig  in  possession  as  the  nabob  himself  coo-  furnishes  light  to  the  discovery  of  another,  and 
tinned  in  possession  of  any  thing.  Their  pay-  so  on,  until  the  whole  secret  of  mysterious  ini- 
ments  therefore  not  being  to  commence  before  quity  bursts  upon  you  in  a  blaze  of  detectioa. 
the  end  of  four  months,  suid  not  being  comple-  The  paper  I  shall  read  you,  is  not  oo  reconL 
ted  in  two  years,  it  must  be  presumed  (unless  If  you  please  you  may  take  it  cm  my  word.  It 
diey  proved  the  contrary)  that  their  payments  is  a  letter  written  firom  one  of  undoubted  in- 
to the  nabob  were  made  out  of  the  revenues  formation  in  Madras,  to  Sir  John  Claverijig,d^ 
they  had  received  from  his  assignment.  Thus  scribing  the  practice  that  prevailed  there,  whilst 
they  condescended  to  accumulate  a  debt  of  the  company's  allies  were  under  sale,  during 
£.160,000  with  an  interest  of  12  per  eenL  in  the  time  of  Govemour  Winch's  administratioii. 

c<nnpensation  for  a  lingering  payment  to  the        '^ One  mode,"  says  Clavering's  coire- 

nabob  of  £.160,000  of  his  own  money.  sp<»ident,  ^*  6[  amnjanigg  money  at  the  nabob's 

Still  we  have  not  the  whole :  about  two  years  cost  is  curious.    He  is  generally  in  arrears  to 

after  the  assignment  of  those  territorial  reve-  the  company.    Here  the  govemour,  being  cash* 

nues  to  these  gentlemen,  the  nabob  receives  a  keeper,  is  generally  on  good  terms  with  the 

remonstrance  from  his  chief  manager,  in  a  banker,  who  manages  matters  thus :  the  gover* 

principal  province,  of  which  this  is  £e  tenour  nour  presses  the  nabob  for  the  balance  due  from 

— <<  The  entire  revenue  of  those  districts  is  by  him;  the  nabob  flies  to  his  banker  for  relief; 

your  highness's  order  set  apart  to  discharge  the  banker  engages  to  pay  the  money,  and 

the   tuncaws   [assignments]    granted   to  the  grants  his  notes  accordingly,  which  he  puts  ia 

Europeans.    The  gomastahs  [agents]  of  Mr.  the  cash-book  as  ready  money;  the  nabob  pays 

Taylor,  to  Mr.  De  Fries,  are  there  in  order  to  him  an  interest  for  it  at  ttoo  ajtd  three  per  ocnl. 

collect  those  tuncaws ;  and  a^  they  receive  all  per  memem,  till  the  tuncaws  he  grants  on  the 

the  revenue  that  is  collected,  your  highness's  particular  districts  for  it  ar©  paid.    JMatten  ill 
troops  have  seven  or  eight  months  pea/  due, 

which  they  cannot  receive,  and  are  thereby  *  ^^  Dundas's  1st  report,  p.  35,  09,  and  Ap- 

reduced  to  the  greatest  diatreaa.    In  such  timea  P®"^!.*»  ^9-  ^»  }^y  18,  for  the  mutinous  stats 
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^hemeaii  time  are  so  managed,  that  there  is  no  which  is  the  ground  of  this  cavah^  debt  was 

call  for  this  money  for  the  o(»npany's  service,  put  in  proof?  *    Nay,  are  we  not  in  a  manner 

4fll  the  tunkaws  become  due.    By  this  means  compelled  to  conclude^  that  the  court  was  so 

not  a  cadi  is  advanced  by  the  banker,  though  constituted,  when  we  know  there  is  scarcely 

he  receives  a  heavy  interest  from  the  nabdb,  a  man  in  Madras,  who  has  not  son»e  partici- 

which  is  divided  as  lawful  spoil."  pation  in  these  transactions  ?    It  is  a  shame  to 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  the  whole  art  hear  such  proofs  mentioned,  instead  of  the  ho- 

mad  mystery,  the  true  free-mason  secret  of  the  nest  vigorous  scrutiny  which  the  circumstances 

{Kofeasion  of  wucaring ;  by  which  a  few  inno-  of  such  an  affair  so  indispensably  calls  for. 
cent,  inexperienced  young  Englishmen,  such  as        But  his  majesty's  ministers,  indulgent  enough 

Jdr.  Paul  Benfield,  for  instance,  without  pro-  to  other  scrutinies,  have  not  been  satisfied 

perty  upon  which  any  one  would  lend  to  them-  with  authorising  the  payment  of  tliis  demand 

■elves  a  single  shilling,  are  enabled  at  once  to  without  such  inquiry  as  Uie  act  has  prescribed ; 

take  provinces  in  mortgage,  to  make  princes  their  but  they  have  added  the  arrear  of  twelve  per 

debtors,  and  to  become  creditors  for  millions.  cent,  interest,  from  the  year  1777  to  the  year 

But  it  seems  the  right  honourable  gentle-  1784,  to  make  a  new  capital,  raising  thereby 

man's  favourite  soucar  cavalry,  have  proved  160  to  £.294,000.     Then  they  charge  a  new 

die  payment  before   the   mayor's    court    at  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  whole  from  that  period, 

Mackas!     Have  they  so?    Why  then  defraud  for  a  transaction,  in  which  it  will  be  a  miracle 

our  anodety  and  their  diaracters  (^  that  proof?  if  a  single  penny  will  be  ever  found  really 

Je  it  not  enough  that  the  diarges  which  I  have  advanced  from  Uie  private  stodc  of  the  pre- 

laid  b^ore  you,  have  stood  on  record  against  tended  creditors. 

dieae  poor  injured  gentlemen  for  eight  years  ?        In  this  manner,  and  at  such  an  interest,  the 

Is  it  not  enough  that  they  are  in  print  by  the  ministers  have  thought  proper  to  dispose  of 

orders  of  the  East  India  company  for  five  £.294,000  of  the  public  revenues,  for  what  is 

years  ?    After  these  gentlemen  have  borne  all  called  the  cavalry  loan.    After  dispatching  this, 

tfie  odkim  of  this  publication,  and  all  the  indig-  the  right  honourable  gentleman  leads  to  battle 

naiion  of  die  dire<^rs,  with  such  unexampled  his  last  grand  division,  the  consolidated  debt 

equanimity,  now  thatdiey  are  at  length  stimu-  of  1777.    But  having  exhausted  all  his  pane- 

laled  into  feeling,  are  you  to  deny  them  their  gyric  on  the  two  first,  he  has  nothing  at  all  to 

joBt  relief?    But  will    the  right  honourable  say  in  favour  of  the  last.    On  the  contrary,  he 

gentleman  be  pleased  to  tell  us,  bow  they  came  admits  that  it  was  contracted  in  defiance  of 

not   to  give  diis  satisfaction  to  the  court  of  the  company's  orders,  without  even  the  pre- 

direcfiorv,  their  lawful  masters,  during  all  the  tended  sanction  of  any  pretended  representa-  - 

ei^t  years  of  this  litigated  claim?    Were  tives.    Nobody,  indeed,   has  yet  been  found 

diey  not  bound,  by  every  tie  that  can  bind  hardy   enough   to   stand   forth   avowedly  in 


I,  to  give  them  this  satisfaction?    This  its  defence.      But  it  is  litde  to  the  credit 

day,  for  the  first  time,  we  hear  of  the  [H'oofs.  of  the  age,  that  what   has  not   plausibility 

Bat  when  were  these  prooCs  offered?   In  what  enough  to  find  an  advocate,  has   influence 

!  ?    Who  were  the  parties  ?    Who  in-  enough  to  obtain  a  protector.    Could  any  man 


•pected  1    Who  contested   this  belated    ao-  e;q>ect  to  find  that  protects  any  where  ?    But 

count?    Let  us  see  something  to  oppose  to  what  must  every  man  think,  when  he  finds 

the  body  <^  record  which  appears  against  them,  that  protector  in  the  chairman  of  the  committee 

Tlie  mayor's  court!  the  mayor's  court!   Plea-  of  secrecy ,t  who  had  published  to  the  house, 

■ant!    Does  not  the   honourable  gentleman  and  to  the  worki,  the  facts  that  condemn  these 
know,  that  the  frst  corps  of  creditors   (the 

creditors  of  1767)  stated  it  as  a  sort  of  hard-  ♦  In  the  year  1778,  Mr.  James  Call,  one  of  the 

^p  to  them,  that  they  couU  not  have  justice  proprietors  of  this  spjcific  debt,  was  actually 

\rC-.  J         '-          .    "^ .           ..M-^      e  .L  •  mayor.    Appendix  to  2a  report  of  Mr.  Dundas's 

at  Madras,  firom   the  impossibility  of  their  committee,  No.  65.-The  only  proof  which  ap- 

pupporting  their  claims  in  the  mayor's  court  ?  peared  on  the  inquiry  instituted  in  the  general 

Why?  because,  say  they,  the  members  of  that  court  of  1781,  was  an  aflSdavit  of  the  lendert 

eoort  weie  themselves  creditors,  and  therefore  'f«'«l«'''"^  deposing  (/^at  nobody  ever  denied) 

,j      .    .^       .  J       *      A              •      *  that  they  had  engaged  and  agreed  to  pay — not 

eoaU  not  sit  as  judges.*    Are  we  ripe  to  say  ^^^^^  jj,ej  f^ad  paiU  the  sum  of  £.160,000.    This 

tbit  BO  creditor  under  similar  circumstances  was  two  years  afler  the  transaction ;  and  the 

wif  member  of  the  court,  when  the  payment  affidavit  Is  made  before  George  Proctor,  mayor, 

an  attorney  for   certain  of  the   old  creditors. 

Proceedings  of  the  president  and  council  of  Fort 

♦  Memorial  from  the  creditors  to  the  govemour  Saint  George,  2ad  February,  1779. 

ud  council,  39d  January  177(K  t  R'S^t  h<>"<}u>^&^^^  ^^^7  ^^^*^' 
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debts — the  orders  that  forSid  the  incurring  of  hopes  they  had  to  find  any  persons  in  authority 

them — the   dreadful   consequences   which  at-  abandoned  enough  to  support  it  as  it  stood.   ■ 
tended   them.      Even   in   his   official  letter,         But  what  corrupt  men,  in  the  Ibnd  iniagiM> 

when  he  tramples  on  his  parliamentary  report,  tions  of  a  sanguine  avarice,  bad  not  the  coih 

yet  his  general  language  is  the  same.    Read  fidence  to  propose,  they  have  found  a  cban* 

the  preface  to  this  part  of  the  ministerial  ar-  cellorofthe  exchequer  in  England  hardy  enoagh 

rangement,  and  you  would  imagine  that  this  to  undertake  for  them.    He  has  cheered  their 

debt  was  to  be  crushed,  with  all  the  weight  of  drooping  spirits.    He  has  thanked  the  peca- 

indignation  which  could  fail  from  a  vigilant  lators  for  not  despairing  of  their  commoiwealtii. 

guardian  of  the  public  treasury,  upon  those  He  has  told  them  they  were  too  modest    H« 

who  attempted  to  rob  it.    What  must  be  felt  has  replaced  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  which, 

by  every  man  who  has  feeling,  when,  afler  in  order  to  lighten  themselves  they  had  aban* 

such  a  thundering  preamble  of  condemnation,  doned  in  their  conscious  terrour.    Instead  of 

this  debt  is  ordered  to  be  paid  without  any  sort  cutting  off  the  interest,  as  they  had  themselva 

of  inquiry  into  its   authenticity  ?  without   a  consented  to  do,  with  the  fourth  oi  the  capital, 

•ingle  step  taken  to  settle  even  the  amount  of  he  has  added  the  whole  growth  of  four  yean 

the  demand  ?  without  an  attempt  so  much  as  usury  of  twelve  per  cent,  to  the  first  overgrown 

to  ascertain  the  real  persons  claiming  a  sum,  principal ;  and  has  again  grafled  on  this  me- 

which  rises  in  the  accounts  from  one  million  liorated  stock  a  perpetual  annuity  of  six  per 

three  hundred  thousand  i>ound  sterling  to  two  cent,  to  take  place  fit>m  the  year  1781.    Let  no 

million  four  hundred  thousand  pound  principal  m^ui  hereafter  talk  of  the  decaying  energiei 

money  ?  *  without  an  attempt  made  to  ascertain  of  nature.    All  the  acts  and  nvmuments  in  the 

the  proprietors,  of  whom  no  list  has  ever  yet  records  of  peculation ;  the  consolidated  co^ 

been  laid  before  the  court  of  directors  ;  of  pro-  ruption  of  ages;    the   patterns   of  exemplary 

prietors  who  are  known  to  be  in  a  collusive  plunder  in  the  heroic  times  of  Roman  iniquity, 

shuffle,  by  which  they  never  appear  to  be  the  never  equalled  the  gigantic  corruption  of  this 

same  in  any  two  lists,  handed  about  for  their  single  act.  Never  did  Nero,  in  all  the  insolent 

own  particular  purposes?  prodigality  of  despotism,  deal  out  to  his  pnB> 

My  honourable  friend  who  made  you  the  torian  guards  a  donation  fit  to  be  named  with 

motion,  has  sufficiently  exposed  the  nature  of  the  largess  showered  down  by  the  bounty  of 

this  debt.    He  has  stated  to  you  that  its  ovm  our  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  faithfiil 

agents  in  the  year  1781,  in  the  arrangement  band  of  his  Indian  sepoys. 
they  proposed  to  make  at  Calcutta,  were  satis-         The  right  honourable  gentleman'^  lets  yea 

fied  to  have  twenty-five  percent  at  once  struck  freely  and  voluntarily  into  the  whole  trans- 

off  from  the  capital  of  a  great  part  of  this  debt ;  action.    So  perfectly  has  his  conduct  confouih 

and  prayed  to  have  a  provision  made  for  this  ded  his  understanding,  that  he  fairly  tells  yoa, 

reduced  principal,  without  any  interest  at  all.  that  through  the  course  of  the  whole  business 

This   was  an  arrangement  of  their  ownj  an  he  has  never  conferred  with  any  but  the  agents 

arrangement  made  by  those  who  best  knew  the  of  tlie  pretended  creditors.    After  this,  do  yoa 

true  constitution  of  theii:  own  debt ;  who  knew  want  more  to  establish  a  secret  understandmg 

how  little  favour  it  merited,f  and  how  little  vrith  the  parties  ?  to  fix,  beyond  a  doubt,  their 

collusion  and  participation  in  a  common  fraud  ? 
*  Appendix  to  the  4th  report  of  Mr.  Dundas*s         If  this  were  not  enough,  he  has  furnished 

^^^"IT'Jt"®®'  ^°'  P;  ,  -  you  with  other  presumptions  that  are  not  to  be 

f  •'  No  sense  of  the  common  danger,  in  case  of  bUoI,*.,,      t*  ;«  JLo,  «f  tko  irn»n».  i^Ai^^ir^  «!• 

a  war,  can  prevail  on  him  [the  nibob  of  Arcotl  ^^?f  ®°-    ^^  *^  ^®/  "*®  Vnown  indications  of 

to  furnish  the  company  with  what  is  absolutely  ffw't  to  stagger  and  prevaricate  in  a  story ;  and 

necessary  to  assemble  an  army,  though  it  is  be-  to  vary  an  the  motives  that  are  assigned  to 

yond  a  doubt,  that  money  to  a  large  amount  is  conduct.     Try  these   mmisters  by  this  rule, 

now  hoarded  up  m  his  coffers  at  Chepauk ;  and  -t^  ^u-,;.  »ffi»:.i  j:o».»^k   ^u      «  «  .u    .^— : 

tuncaws  are  granted  to  individuals  upon  some  ^  ^^^  °®^»/^  dispatch,  they  teU  the  pr«i- 

of  his  most  valuable  countriea^  for  payment  of  dency  of  Madras,  that  they  have  established 

part  of  those  debts  which  he  has  contracted,  and  the  debt  for  two  reasons ;  first,  because  the  na- 

vtkich  certainly  will  not  bear  inspection,  as  bob  (the  party  indebted)  does  not  dispute  it; 

neither  aebtornor  creditors  nave  ever  had  the  ^      ji     u       .     •*  ■        •    l*  ^    i.    -u 

confidence  to  submit  the  accounts  to  our  esami-  f «»«%»  because  it  is  mischievous  to  keep  it 

nation^  though  they  expressed  a  wish  to  con-  longer  afloat;  and  that  the  payment  of  tha 

solidate  the  debts  under  the  auspices  of  this  European  creditors  will  promote  circolatian  ffl 

Mr.  Dundas's  Appendix  to  2d  Report,  143.    See 

also  last  Appendix  (o  ditto  Report,  No.  876  B.  ♦  Mr.  Dundas. 
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plainest  reasons  iu  (he  world)  the  right  ho-  the  cavalry  loan.  It  is  fixed  upon  him  with 
nourable  gentleman  has  this  day  thought  fit  interest  on  interest ;  and  this  loan  is  excepted 
totally  to  abandon.  In  the  first  place,  he  re-  from  all  power  of  litigation. 
jects  the  authority  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  It  This  day,  and  not  before,  the  right  honour- 
would  indeed  be  pleasant  to  see  him  adhere  to  able  gentleman  thinks  that  llie  general  esta- 
this  exploded  testimony.  He  next,  upon  grounds  blishment  of  all  claims  is  the  surest  way  of 
equally  solid,  abandons  the  benefits  of  that  cir-  laying  open  the  fraud  of  some  of  them.  In 
culation,  which  was  to  be  produced  by  drawing  India  this  is  a  reach  of  deep  policy.  But  what 
out  all  the  juices  of  the  body.  Laying  aside,  would  be  thought  of  this  mode  of  acting  on  a 
or  forgetting  these  pretences  of  his  dispatch,  demand  upon  the  treasury  in  England  ?  In- 
he  has  just  now  a^umcd  a  principle  totally  stead  of  all  this  cunning,  is  there  not  one  plain 
different,  but  to  the  full  as  extraordinary.  He  way  open,  tliat  is,  to  put  the  burthen  of  the 
proceeds  upon  a  supposition,  that  many  of  the  proof  on  those  who  make  the  demand?  Ought 
daims  may  be  fictitious.  He  then  finds,  that  not  ministry  to  have  said  to  the  creditors, 
in  a  case  where  many  valid  and  many  frauJu-  *^  The  person  who  admits  your  debt  stands 
lent  claims  are  blended  together,  the  best  excepted  to  as  evidence  ;  he  stands  charged  as 
course  for  their  discrimination  is  indiscrimi-  a  collusive  party,  to  hand  over  the  public  reve- 
nately  to  establish  them  all.  He  trusts  (I  sup-  nues  tQ  you  for  sinister  purposes?  You  say, 
pose)  as  there  may  not  be  a  fund  sufficient  for  you  have  a  demand  of  some  millions  on  the 
every  description  of  creditors,  that  the  best  Indian  treasury ;  prove  that  you  have  acted 
warranted  claimants  will  exert  themselves  in  by  lawful  authority ;  prove  at  least  that  your 
bringing  to  light  those  debts  which  will  not  money  has  been  bond  Jide  advanced;  entitle 
bear  an  inquiry.  What  he  will  not  do  himself,  yourself  to  my  protection,  by  the  fairness  and 
he  is  persuaded  will  be  done  by  others ;  and  fulness  of  ihe  communications  you  make.*' 
for  this  purpose  he  leaves  to  any  person  a  ge-  Did  an  honest  creditor  ever  refuse  that  reason- 
neral  power  of  excepting  to  the  debt.     This  able  and  honest  test  ? 

total  change  of  language  and  prevarication  in  There  is  little  doubt,  that  several  individuals 
principle,  is  enough,  if  it  stood  alone,  to  fix  have  been  seduced  by  the  purveyors  to  the 
the  presumption  of  unfair  dealing.  His  dis-  nabobof  Arcot,  to  put  their  money  (perhaps  the 
patch  assigns  motives  of  policy,  concord,  trade,  whole  of  honest  and  laborious  earnings)  into 
and  circulation.  His  speech  proclaims  discord  their  hands,  and  that  at  such  high  interest,  as, 
and  litigation;  and  proposes,  as  the  ultimate  being  condemned  at  law,  leaves  them  at  the 
end,  detection.  mercy  of  the  great  managers  whom  they  trus- 
But  he  may  shifl  his  reasons,  and  wind,  and  ted.  These  seduced  creditors  are  probably 
turn  as  he  will,  confusion  waits  him  at  all  his  persons  of  no  power  or  interest,  either  in  Eng^ 
doubles.  Who  will  undertake  this  detection  ?  gland  or  India,  and  may  be  just  objects  of 
Will  the  nabob?  But  the  right  honourable  compassion.  By  taking,  in  this  arrangement, 
gentleman  has  himself  this  moment  told  us,  no  measures  for  discrimination  and  discovery, 
that  no  prince  of  the  country  can  by  any  mo-  the  fraudulent  and  the  fair  are  in  the  first  in- 
live  be  prevailed  upon  to  discover  any  fraud  stance  confounded  in  one  mass.  The  subse- 
that  b  practised  upon  him  by  the  company's  quent  selection  and  distribution  is  lefl  to  the 
servants.  He  says  what  (with  the  exception  nabob.  With  him  the  agents  and  instruments 
of  the  complaint  against  the  cavalry  loan)  all  of  his  corruption,  whom  he  sees  to  be  oninipo- 
the  world  knows  to  be  true:  and  without  that  tent  in  England,  and  who  may  serve  him  in 
prince's  concurrence,  what  evidence  can  be  future,  as  they  have  done  in  times  past,  will 
had  of  the  fraud  of  any  the  smallest  of  these  do-  have  precedence,  if  not  an  exclusive  preference, 
mands  ?  The  ministers  never  authorized  any  These  leading  interests  domineer,  and  have 
person  to  enter  into  his  exchequer,  and  to  always  domineered,  over  the  whole.  By  this 
search  his  records.  Why  then  this  shameful  arrangement,  the  persons  seduced  are  made 
and  insulting  mockery  of  a  pretended  contest  ?  dependent  on  their  seducers ;  hones^  (compa- 
Already  contests  for  a  preference  have  arisen  rative  honesty  at  least)  must  become  of  the 
among  these  rival  bond  creditors.  Has  not  party  of  fraud,  and  must  quit  its  proper  cha- 
the  company  itself  struggled  for  a  preference  racter,  and  its  just  claims,  to  entitle  itself  to 
lor  years,  without  any  attempt  at  detection  of  the  alms  of  bribery  and  peculation, 
the  nature  of  those  debts  with  which  they  con-  But  be  these  English  creditors  what  they 
tended?  Well  is  the  nabob  of  Arcot  attended  may,  the  creditors,  most  certainly  not  fraudu- 
to  in  the  only  specific  complaint  he  has  ever  lent,  are  the  natives,  who  are  numerous  and 
OMde.    He  complained  of  mifair  dealing  in  >vretched  indeed:   by  exhausting  the  whole 
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ictcnuej  of  the  Cmrnatic,  nothing  is  left  for  n  Umb-  iiatauctions  to  the  ffwemoat  of  Mt* 

tiiera.     Ther  lent  bond  jSde :  in  all  probabilitj  4ns  aUte  as  the  least  exoepdomiUe,  they  faan 

they  were  even  £)rced  to  lend,  or  to  gire  goods  thought  proper  to  distkigui^  hy  a  marked  se> 

and  serrice  for  the  nabob's  obiigatioos.    They  Terity,  tearing  it  the  ooij  one,  on  which  die 

had  no  trusts  to  carry  to  his  market.     They  interest  is  not  added  to  the  principal,  to  b^t 

had  no  faith  of  alliances  to  sell.    They  had  no  a  new  interest. 

nations  to  betray  to  robbery  and  ruin.    They  The  cavalrj  loan,  by  the  operation  of  tho 

had  no  lawful  government  seditiously  to  orer-  same  authority,  is  nuule  up  to  £J294,000,&Dd 

torn ;  nor  had  they  a  govemour,  to  whom  it  this  £  JZ94.000  made  up  of  principal  and  iD> 

is  owing  that  you  exist  in  India,  to  delirer  terest,  is  crowned  with  a  new  interest  of  twelve 

orer  to  captivity,  and  to  death,  in  a  shameful  per  eeni, 

prison.*  What  the  grand  loan,  the  bribery  kwi  of 
These  were  the  merits  of  the  principal  part  1777,  may  be,  is  among  the  deepest  mysteriei 
of  the  debt  of  1777,  and  the  unirersally  con-  of  state.  It  is  probably  the  first  debt  ererss* 
ceived  causes  of  its  growth  ;  and  thus  the  suming  the  title  of  consolidation,  that  did  not 
imh^>py  natives  are  deprived  of  every  hope  of  express  what  the  amount  of  the  sum  consoli* 
payment  for  their  real  d^Ks,  to  make  provision  dated  was.  It  is  little  less  than  a  coatit> 
for  the  arrears  of  unsatisfied  bribery  and  trea-  diction  in  terms.  In  the  debt  of  the  year  17$7, 
■on.  You  sec  in  this  instance,  thai  the  pre-  the  sum  was  stated  in  the  act  of  ccmsolidatioo, 
sumption  of  guilt  is  not  only  no  exception  to  and  made  to  amount  to  £.880,000  capital, 
the  demands  on  the  public  treasury ;  but  with  When  this  cons(Jidation  of  1777  was  first 
tiiese  ministers  it  is  a  necessary  condition  to  announced  at  the  Durbar,  it  was  represented 
their  support.  But  that  you  may  not  think  this  authentically  at  £Jt,400,000.  In  that,  or 
preference  solely  owing  to  their  known  con-  rather  in  a  higher  state,  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
tempt  of  the  natives,  who  ought  with  every  bold  found  and  condemned  it.'*'  It  afierwaids 
generous  mind  to  claim  their  first  charities ;  fell  into  such  a  terrour,  as  to  sweat  away  i 
you  will  find  the  same  rule  religiously  ob-  million  o€  its  weight  at  once ;  and  it  rank  to 
served  with  Europeans  too.  Attend,  Sir,  to  £.l,400,000.t  However,  it  never  was  witboitf 
this  decisive  case. — Since  the  be^nnincrof  the 

war,  besides  arrears  of  every  kind,  a  bond  debt  *t„  a:-rrv„™«„u„«„w^ij,    i  ..     .    . 

.      '.               .      .  J     4  T*/r  J                  .  •     •  ♦In  SirThomasRombold's  leuertothecoBit 

has  been  contracted  at  Madras,  uncertain  m  of  directors,  March  loth,  177S,  he  represents  it 

its  amount,  but  represented  from  four  hundred  as  higher,  in  the   following  manner : — **  How 

thousand  pounds  to  a  million  sterling.    It  stands  shall  I  paint  to  you  my  astonishment  on  my 

only  at  the  low  interest  of  eight  per  cent.    Oi  ^'!?i,^T,\.!^  *!•nl^^.t^«V°''°'■^  that  inde- 

,   ■^,      ,      ,,     .             ...  .?.    \  ,  ^  pendent  of  this  four  lacs  of  pagodas,  [ihe  ca- 

the  legal  authority  on  which  this  debt  was  con-  valry  loan ;]  independent  of  the  nabob's  debt  to 

traded,  of  its  purposes  for  the  very  being  of  his  old  crediiors,  and  the  money  due  to  the  com- 

the  state,  of  its  publicity  and  fairness,  no  doubt  P®"y  J  ''^  ^^^  contracted  a  debt  to  the  enor- 

has  been  entertained  for  a  moment.    For  this  Ri^,"l,*i'SS?iS°LS'rM       ^^*  "'"  P*^"* 

J  ,  .             _^     -                     ,    ^         .       ,  \£2,o2d,00j.\  I  mention  this  circumstance  to  TOO 

debt,  no  sort  of  provision  whatever  has  been  withhorrour;  for  the  creditors  being  in  general 

made.    It  is  rejected  as  an  outcast,  whilst  the  servants  of  the  company,  renders  my  task  on 

whole  undissipated  attention  of  the  minister  '*>«  P*""'  ^^  '**®  company,  difficult  and  intu 

has  been  employed  for  the  discharge  of  claims  ^°!!±''zl^K}!^^\n^tL ^^J  ^"»^»'«»  9^  '*»? 

«».•♦!  J  ♦     u •    r          K    .u           •.          u  government  from  so  corrupt  a  transaction.    It 

entitled  to  his  favour  by  the  merits  we  have  fs  in  my  mind  the  most  venal  of  all  procce:ling», 

»een.  to  give  the  company's  protection  to  debts  that 

I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out,  if  possible,  cannot  bear  the  light ;  and  though  it  appears 

Ae  amount  of  the  whole  of  Aose  demand,,  in  f^^^fj£^7o\  '^^.^.^^^'^Z  u"2 

order  to  see  how  much,  supposing  the  country  involved,  as  to  be  nearly  three  years'  revenue 

in  a  conditicHi  to  fiimish  the  fund,  may  remain  In  debt ;  in  a  country  too,  where  one  year's  re- 

to  satisfy  the  public  debt  and  the  necessary  ^^nue  can  never  be  called  secure,  by  men  who 

establishments.     But  I  have  been  foiled  in  Mr'^^^^u'^fw^k  k'nrnSr'lf  wS*" '*^'' P*" ''^ 

^„  ^,.        *       Au     ^         /•      .      I      .      .  inaia." — **itniiiKit  proper  to  mention  to  you, 

my  attempt.    About  one-fourth,  that  is  about  that  although  the  nabob  reports  his  prxvaU 

£.220,000  of  the  loan  of  1767,  remains  unpaid,  debt  to  amount  to  upwards  of  sixty  lacs,  yet 

How  much  interest  is  in  arrear,  I  could  never  ^  understand  that  it  is  not  quite  so  much."    Af- 

di^ve, ,  seven  or  eight  y«,s  a.  lea^  which  |Ket .o^'tL^rn^SaTaorrT.'^ 

would   make  the  whole  of  that  debt  about  pany,  but  without  any  sufficient  reason  for  hii 

£.386,000.    This  stock,  which  the  ministers  change  of  disposition.    However  he  went  no 

further, 
t  Nabob's  propMala,  November  23th,  1778; 

*  Lord  Flgot  and  memorial  of  the  creditors,  March  !«,  ITM* 
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arescNiree  for  reoruitiiig  it  to  its  dd  plumpnen.  large  icope  was  M  to  throw  in  any  sums  for 

There  was  a  sort  of  floating  debt  of  about  4  or  any  persons,  as  their  merits  in  advancing  ths 

£.500,000  more  ready  to  be  added,  as  occasion  interest  of  that  loan  might  require ;  a  power 

should  require.  was  also  left  for  reduction,  in  case  a  huder 

In  short,  when  yon  pressed  this  sensitive  hand,  or  more  scanty  funds,  might  be  found  to> 

plant,  it  always  contracted  its  dimeaeions.  require  it.    Stronger  grounds  for  a  presump- 

When  the  rude  hand  of  inquiry  was  with-  tion  of  fraud  never  appeared  in  any  trajDsaction« 

drawn,  it  expanded  in  all  the  luxuriant  vigour  But  the  ministers,  faithful  to  the  plan  of  the 

of  its  cxigioal  vegetation.    In  ihe  treaty  of  interested  persons,  whom  alone  they  thought 

1781,  the  whole  of  ike  nabob's  debt  to  private  fit  to  confer  with  on  this  occasion,  have  ordered 

Europeans  is  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  agent  to  the  the  payment  of  the  whole  mass  of  these  un» 

nabob  and  his  creditors,  stated  at  £.2,800,000,  known  unliquidated  sums,  without  an  attempt 

which  (if  the  cavalry  loan,  and  the  remains  of  to  ascertain  thran.    On  this  conduct,  Sir,  I. 

the  debt  of  1767,  be  subtracted)  leaves  it  nearly  leave  you  to  make  your  own  reflections, 

at  the  amount  originally  declared  at  the  Dur>  It  is  impossible  (at  least  I  have  found  it. 

bar,  in  1777.     But  then  there  is  a  private  impossible)  to  fix  on  the  real  amount  c^  the* 

instruction  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  which  it  seems  pretended  debts  with  which  your  rainistor* 

will  reduce  it  again  to  the  lower  standard  of  have  thought  proper  to  load  the  Camatic. 

£.1,400,000.    Failing  in  all  my  attempts  by  a  They  are  obscure;  they  shun  inquiry;  they 

direct  account,  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  are  enormous.     That  is  all  you  know  o£ 

capital  claimed,  (where  in  all  probability  no  them. 

capital  was  ever  advanced,)  I  endeavoured,  if  That  you  may  judge  what   ehanee    aay 

possible,  to  discover  it  by  the  interest  which  honourable  and  useful  end  of  goyemment  haa 

was  to  be  paid.    For  fliat  purpose,  I  looked  to  for  a  provision  that  comes  in  for  the  leavings 

the  several  agreements  for  assigning  the  terri-  of  these  gluttonous  demands,  I  must  take  it  on 

tories  of  the  Carnatic  to  secure  the  principal  myself  to  bring  before  you  the  real  oonditioa 

and  interest  of  this  debt.    In  one  of  them'*'  I  of  that  abused,  insulted,  racked,  and  ruined 

found  in  a  sort  of  postscript,  by  way  of  an  ad-  country ;  though  in  truth  my  mind  rev<dts  from 

ditional  remark,  (not  in  the  body  of  the  obli-  it;  though  you  will  hear  it  with  horrour;  and 

gation,)  the  debt  represented  at  £.1,400,000.  I  confess  I  tremble  when  I  think  on  thesQ 

Bui  when  I  computed  the  sums  to  be  paid  for  awful  and  confounding  dispensations  of  Provi- 

interest  by  instalments  in  another  paper,  I  dence.     I  shall  first  trouble  you  with  a  few 

found  they  produced  an  interest  of  two  mil-  words  as  to  the  cause, 

lions,  at  twelve  per  cent,  and  the  assignments  The  great  fortunes  made  in  India  in  the 

supposed,  fliat  H  these  instalments  might  ex-  beginnings  of  conquest,  naturally  excited  an 

ceed,  they  might  also  fall  short  of  the  real  emulation  in  all  the  parts,  and  through  the 

provision  for  that  interest.!  whole  succession  of  the  company's  service. 

Antjther  instabnent  bond  was  afterwards  But  in  the  company  it  gave  rise  to  other  sen- 
granted.  In  that  bond  the  interest  exactly  timents.  They  did  not  find  the  new  channels 
tallies  with  a  capital  of  £.1,400,000.|  But  of  acquisition  flow  with  equal  riches  to  tbem» 
pursuing  this  capital  through  the  correspon-  On  the  contrary,  the  high  flood-tide  of  private 
dence,  I  lost  sight  of  it  again,  and  it  was  emolument  was  generally  in  the  lowest  ebb  of 
asserted  that  this  instalment  bond  was  con-  their  aflairs.  They  began  also  to  fear,  that 
siderably  short  of  the  interest  that  ought  to  be  the  fortune  of  war  might  take  away  what  tlie 
computed  to  the  time  mentioned.§  Here  are,  fortune  of  war  had  given.  Wars  were  accorw 
therefore,  two  statements  of  equal  authority,  dingly  discouraged  by  repeated  injunctions  and 
difl^ing  at  least  a  million  from  each  other ;  menaces ;  and  that  the  servants  might  not  be 
and  as  neither  persons  claiming,  nor  any  bribed  into  tliem  by  the  native  princes,  they 
special  sum  as  belonging  to  each  particular  were  strictly  forbidden  to  take  any  money 
claimant,  is  ascertained  in  the  instruments  of  whatsoever  from  their  hands.  But  vehement 
consolidati(»i,  or  in  the  instalment  bonds,  a  passion  is  ingenious  in  resources.  The  com- 
pany's servants  were  not  only  stimulated,  but 

•  Nabob's  proposals  to  his  new  consolidated  »>«"%  l^"^'^^^^  »»y/^«  ^*'*' wrim  J«r!d 

creditors,  November  25th,  177S.  soon  fell  upon  a  contrivance  which  answered 

t  Paper  signed  by  the  nabob,  6th  January,  tlieir  purposes  far  better  than   the  methods 

1790.  which  were  forbidden;   though  in  this  also 

t  Kistbundl  to  July  31, 1780.  ^,^     violated  an  ancient,  but  they  thought,  aa 

^  joovernou.»s  letter  to  the  nabob,  85th  July,  ^ J^^^  ^^^^^      ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  p^ 
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eouniry  from    TlaBiM  to  Trent,  Bonh  uid  The  CirBiUo  isnot  ly  ta8fce«n^»«f«lm 

•oulh,  uid  riocn  tlio  Irish  tolheGeman  lu,  >rflrl^HHl.    The  ganenl  ■iaadfjli  ottltii 

lUI  and  wcHi,  envlial  and  enbomeUsd  {my  proof  ennu^  t^t  it  is  nnch  ofkai^'  -  l(i> 

Ood  avert  the  oinenofonr  erimcg!)  by  fOBc-  Kwiadayi  ibce  I  morad,  lteMi4Wi'MUM^ 

compl«hcJadc™llUiqn.    EafaJyour  imagi-  inleccslin-  map,  kept  io    thB.^Mia  Hope, 

Dalian  a  liltleliinher,  and  Uicn  suppose  your  idtmild  be  laid  before  fou.*.  TheliHliaHaBi 

ninlKtera  lakiDgaiuneyorihisKsiioofitasle  is  not  yet  in  readinen  (o  lend  ii;   I  kn 

nod  daolation ;  wtiat  would  ho  your  thnif hU  therefore  brought  down  mj  pwn  ft^J,  and 

if  you  should  bo  informed,  that  Ihey  wero  Ihore  it  lies  for  the  lua  sf  »sy  gen^enua  aho 
eompuiing  how  much  had  bf        ' 
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nadneafl,  would  be  too  fairtt  an  a^e  in  Ih^t  couclry  a  work  of  art^^,  TheCa^ 

LI  very  madnesi  i?  the  principle  ^  natic  is  rrfrosbcd  by  few  or  nolivLng  brtnlua 

I  muiialer^  al  your  ri^ht  hajid  -ruonLog  Blreams,  and  il  has  raifl  only  at  a 

oalic:,  when  Ihey  were  providing  ofwaler  suhjcd  lo  perpetual  comnund. ,  This 

the  eatahliahioenta  of  ita  p^o-  is  ibe  n^l^nal  ^utk  of  the  Canutic,  ga  jvhidi 

ewafda   for  the  authors  of  its  '.,ilinual  Have  aperpeltjal  cre^iit,  or  it  pamhea 


Every  day  youi  ue  faligued  spi  ilisguatcd 


"^""l 


times  of  India,  a  uiimher,  aJtngaVJncre^^j 

country  iliBl  ofreservoirshavr  been  made  in. cr|flaenn^p 

'  will  aooarecover,  and  become  inatanlly  as  pro«-  Ihroughoul  [henn^couQ^JvAhfyUf  IqiSO^ 

poiouB  as  aver."    They  Ihiok  they  are  piking  for  the  greater  pa^  of  mouitds,  <jf,l^r/*^  anil 

;  of  dragons' leedi,  men  may  come  up'  ready  whoki  .consiiucK^d  wijli  adiniraljle  skill  a,[)d 

'  0own  apd  ready  armed.    They  who  win  give  labour,  and  maintajni-'J  Sft  a.inighhr  fhj^e, 

Qlemseliea  Uie  Irouble  of  considering  tfor'il  fn  the  Icrritory  conlaincJ  in  tliat  niaj)'jrij(ii', 

lequirea  no  great  reach  of  lliought,  no  vary  I  have  been  at  (he  [rouble  of  icckoninsVit 

kind  aro  iiKreased,  and  counEriea  cidlii^ed,  ^levTii  luicnlrcl.  rrurii  Jlio  t^Ffnl  i  if  Uvo  or  ihrEr 

will  regard  all  Ihis  raving  as  it  oughljo.be  acrci  ■■>  ■.,  ■  nr  .  ■■:    ■      n  .     1',  m  !r  -t--- 

legardod.    In  order  that  the  people,  after  a  S':n"[r    ■■  if 

Img  period  of  veialion  and  plurider,  may  l«,ui  ib,>  fi  '..-  .  ■,  ,  t,! 

■  roent  must  begin  by  maintaining Chem.—Hftro  pt^tly  =^^uli.,1  .l.J  :W.,  1,  ■,,.i,;J.     T..„,.,jiS= 

/but  ibrough  eiEpoDse;  arHJ  in  (hat  coqalry  na-  '  not  be  in  ilie  Carimtlc  a^if  Tsnjoi^^  faw^^i-lhui 

lure   has  given  ■»  short  out  lo  yow  j^act.  leii  tliiminJ  of  fhcse  re^crvoli^  of  Ihe  Inrgsr 

Men  must  prqiagaie,  like  other  an|m»l»,  by  '  ami  rni^illin;  dimensions,  lo  say  nothio"  ol 

the  mouth.    Never  did  oj^fMslon  light  tbe  th<i.ie  for  domeslic  services,  and  Iha  useoT nv 

niiptial  torch;  nevm  did  oilorlion  and  uaury  li^ioufiiuriiicalinn. '  Theao  aro  not'lhe  ontw- 

cprcad  out  the  genial,  bed.    Does  any  one  of  prises  of  your  poiver,  nor  in  a  stylo  of  nlapiifr 

yoti  think  that  England,  so  waited,  would,  ccnbc '^suited  lo  tho  I^'fo  of  your  mlninei' 

under  such  a  nursing  ationdanee,  fo  rapidly  Thusi:  aratha  inonuine|iis  of  real  kiogf,  whn 

and  cho^ly  recover  f    But  he  Is  meanly  oc-  were  thr  fmh'Ti  of  ilioiV  people ;  tcBtaiou  'o  a 

(juainlod  with  either  England  or  India,  who  posterity  which  they  embrrtod  as  their  own. 

does  not  know  that  England  would  a  thousand  I'hese  are  Ihe  |?and  sopi^chres  built  by  anbi- 

liraes  sooner  resume  population,  fertility,  asd  lion ;  but  by  the  ambition  of  an  insaiiaUe 

both,  revenue,  than  auch  a  country  as  tho  Ca^-  -■'■.■' 

""■'"^  •  Hr.  Barnard'!  map  of  the  Jafhin 
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ing  in  the  dispensation  of  happiness  during  the  ture  opulence  and  future  force.    But  on  tffif 

contracted  term  of  human  life,  had  strained,  grand  point  of  the  restoration  of  the  country, 

with  all  the  reachings  and  graspings  of  a  vira-  2iere  is  not  one  syllable  to  be  found  in  the 

cious  mind,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  their  correspondence  of  our  ministers,  from  the  first 

bounty  beyond  the  limits  of  nature,  and  to  per-  to  the  last :  they  felt  nothing  for  a  land  deso- 

petuate  themselves  through  generations  of  ge-  latod  by  fire,  sword,  and  famine;  their  syni>. 

nerations,  the  guardians,  the  protectors,  the  pathies  took   another  direction;    they  wero 

oourishers  of  mankind.  touched  with  pity  for  bribery,  so  long  tormen* 

Long  before  the  late  invasion,  the  persons  ted  with  a  firuitless  itching  of  its  palms;  their 

mho  are  objects  of  the  grant  of  public  money  bowels  yearned  for  usury,  that  had  long  missed 

DOW  before  you,  had  so  diverted  the  supply  of  the  harvest  of  its  returning  months  \*  they  felt 

the  pious  funds  of  culture  and  population,  that  for  peculation  which  had  been  for  so  many 

every  where  the  reservoirs  were  fallen  into  a  years  raking  in  the  dust  of  an  empty  treasury ; 

miserable  decay.'"    But  after  those  domestic  they  were  melted  into  compassion  for  rapine 

enemies  had  provoked  the  entry  of  a  cruel  and  oppression,  licking  their  dry,  parched,  un« 

foreign  foe  into  the  country,  he  did  not  leave  bloody  jaws.    These  were  the  objects  of  their 

it,  until  his  revenge  had  completed  the  de-  solicitude.     These  were  the  necessities  for 

■tniction  begun  by  their  avarice.    Few,  very  which  they  were  studious  to  provide. 

few  indeed,  of  these  magazines  of  water  that  To  state  tho  country  and  its  revenues  in 

are  not  either  totally  destroyed,  or  cut  through  their  real  conditi(Hi,  and  to  provide  for  those 

with  such  gaps,  as  to  require  a  serious  atten-  fictitious  claims,  consistently  with  the  suj^xxt 

tion  and  much  cost  to  re-establish  them,  as  of  an  army  and  a  civil  establishment,  would 

the  means  of  present  subsistence  to  the  peo-  have  been  impossible ;  therefore  the  ministen 

pie,  and  of  future  revenue  to  the  state.  are  silent  on  that  head,  and  rest  themselves 

What,  Sir,  would  a  virtuous  and  enligh-  on  the  authority  of  Lord  Macartney,  who,  in  a 

tned  minify  do  on  the  view  of  the  ruins  of  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  written  in  the 

each  works  before  them?     On  die  view  of  year  1781,  speculating  on  what  might  be  the 

such  a  chasm  of  desolation  as  that  which  result  of  a  wise  management  of  the  countries 

jrawned  in  the  midst  of  those  countries  to  the  assigned  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  rates  the 

north  and  south,  which  still  bore  some  vestiges  revenue  as  in  time  of  peace,  at  twdve  hundred 

of  cultivation?     They  would  have  reduced  thousand  pounds  a  year,  as  he  does  those  of 

all  their  most  necessary  establishments ;  they  the  king  of  Tanjore  (which  had  not  been 

would  have  suspended  the  justest  payments;  assigned)  at  four  hundred  and  fifty.    On  thif 

they  would  have  employed  every  shiUing  de-  Lm-d  Macartney  grounds  his  calculations,  and 

rived  from  the  producing,  to  reanimate  the  on  this  they  choose  to  ground  theirs.    It  wae 

powers  of  the  unproductive  parts.     While  on  this  calculation  that  the  ministry,  in  direct 

tb^  were  performing  this  fundamental  duty,  opposition  to  the  remonstrances  of  die  court  of 

whilst  they  were  celebrating  these  mysteries  directors,  have  compelled  that  miserable,  enn 

ef  justice  and  humanity,  they  would  have  tokt  slaved  body,  to  put  their  hands  to  an  order  fot 

the  corps  of  fictitious  credit(Mrs,  whose  crimes  appropriating  the  enormous  sum  of  4.480,000 

were  their  claims,  that  they  must  keep  an  annually,  as  a  fund  for  paying  to  their  rebel- 

awfbl  distance ;  that  they  must  silence  their  lious  servants  a  debt  ctmtracted  in  defiance  of 

inauspicious  tongues ;  that  they  must  hold  off  their  clearest  and  most  positive  injunctions. 

dieir  profane  unhallowed  paws  from  this  holy  The  authority  and  informaticui  of  Lord  Man 

worii ;  they  wouU  have  proclaimed  with  a  cartney  is  held  high  on  this  occasion,  though 

voice  that  should  make  itself  heard,  that  on  it  is  totally  rejected  in  every  other  particular  of 

every  country  the  first  creditor  is  the  plough ;  this  business.    I  believe  I  have  tlie  honour  of 

hat  this  original,  indefeasible  claim  super-  being  almost  as  old  an  acquaintance  as  any 

eedes  every  other  demand.  Lord  Macartney  has.    A  constant  and  unbro* 

This  is  what  a  wise  and  virtuous  ministry  ken  friendship  has  subsisted  between  us,  from 

wouM  have  done  and  said.    This,  therefore,  a  very  early  period ;  and,  I  trust,  he  thinks, 

is  what  our   minister  could  never  think  of  that  as  I  respect  his  character,  and  in  general 

saying   or   doing.     A  ministry  of  another  admire  his  conduct,  I  am  one  of  those  who  feel 

kind  woukl  have  first  improved  the  country,  no  common  interest  in  his  reputation.    Yet  I 

and  have  thus  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  fu<  do  not  hesitate  wholly  to  disallow  the  ealcu- 

kition  of  1781,  without  any  apprehension  that  I 

•  See  Report  IV.  Mr.  Dundas's  Committee, 

&4I.  *  Interest  Is  rated  in  India  by  |Imii|(N#p 

Vol.  L— «6 
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rittU  appear  to  distrust  his  Teracity  or  his  judg-  discern  in  what  manner  they  use  the  corrtf' 

Bkent.     This  peace  estimate  of  rerenue  was  pondence  of  office,  and  that  thereby  you  may 

not  grounded  on  the  state  of  the  Camatic  as  it  enter  into  the  true  spirit  of  the  minbterial 

then,  or  as  it  had  recently,  stood.    It  was  a  board  of  controul,  I  desire  yon,  Mr.  Speaker, 

■tatement  of  former  and  belter  limes.    There  to  remark,  that  through  fhoir  whole  contro- 

is  no  doubt  that  a  period  did  exist,  when  the  rersy  with  the  court  of  directors,  they  do  not 

large  portion  of  the  Camatic  held  by  the  nabob  so  much  as  hint  at  their  ever  having  seen  any 

of  Arcot  might  be  fairly  reputed  to  produce  a  other  paper  from  Lord  Macartney,  or  any  other 

revenue  to  that,  or  to  a  greater  amount.    But  estimate  of  revenue,  than  this  of  1781.    To 

dke  whole  had  so  melted  away  by  the  slow  and  this  they  hold.    Here  they  take  post;  here 

nlent  hostility  of  oppression  and  mismanage-  they  entrench  themselves, 

ment,  that  the  revenues,    sinking  with   ihe  When  I  6rst  read  this  curious  controversy 

prosperity  of  the  country,  had  fallen  to  about  between  the  ministerial  board  and  the  court  df 

£.600,000  a  year,  even  before  an  enemy's  horse  directors,  common  candour  obliged  me  to  attri- 

had  imprinted  his  hoof  on  the  soil  of  the  Car-  bute  their  tenacious  adherence  to  the  estiniaie 

Datic.    From  that  view,  and  independently  of  of  1781,   to  a  total  ignorance   of  what  bad 

the  decisive  effects  of  the  war  which  ensued,  appeared  upon  the  records.      But  the  rigbt 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  conceived   that  years  must  honourable  gentleman  has  chosen  to  come  for- 

pass  before  the  country  could  be  restored  to  its  ward   with  an   uncalled-for   declaration;  be 

ibrmer  prosperity  and  production.    It  was  that  boastingly  tcHs  you,  that  he  has  seen,  read, 

■tate  of  revenue,   (namely,  the  actual  state  digested,  compared  every  thing ;  and  that  if  he 

before  the   war,)    which  the  directors   have  has  sinned,  be  has  sinned  with  his  eyes  broad 

Opposed  to   Lord    Macartney's   speculation,  open.     Since  then  the  ministers  will  obsti- 

They  refused  to  take  the  revenues  fur  more  nately  shot  the  gates  of  mercy  on  themselves, 

tfian  £.800,000.    In  this  they  are  justified  by  let  them  add  to  their  crimes  what  aggravations 

Lord  Macartney  himself,  who,  in  a  subsequent  they  please.     They  have  then  (since  it  most 

letter,  informs  the  court,  ^at  his  skeitch  is  a  be  so)  wilfolly  and  corruptly  suppressed  the 

matter  of  sp>eculation ;  it  supposes  the  country  information  which  they  ought  to  have  pro* 

restored  to  its  ancient  prosperity,  and  the  reve-  duced ;  and  for  the  support  of  peculation,  hare 

nue  to  be  in  a  course  of  effective  and  honest  made  themselves  guilty  of  spoliation  and  sup- 

oollection.     If  therefore  the  ministers  have  pressiott  of  evidence.*     The  paper  I  hdd  in 

gone  wrong,  they  were  not  deceived  by  Lord  my  hand,  which  lotally  overturns  (for  the  pr» 

Macartney:    they  were  deceived  by  no  man.  sent  at  least)  the  estimate  of  1781,  they  have 

The  estimate  of  the  directors  is  nearly  the  no  more  taken  notice  of  in  their  controversy 

very  estimate  furnished  by  the  right  honour*  with  the  court  of  directors,  than  if  it  had  do 

Able  gentleman  himself,  and  published  to  the  existence.    It  i»  the  report  made  by  a  coo- 

workl  in  one  of  the  printed  reperts  of  his  own  mittse  appointed  at  Madras,  to  manage  the 

committee;'*'  but  as  soon  as  he  obtained  his  whoieoftheeix  oooDtries  assigned  to  the  com* 

power,  be  chose  to  abandon  his  account.    No  paayfay  the  nabob  of  Arcot.    This  committee 

part  of  bis  official  conduct  can  be  defended  qm  was  wisely  instituted  by  Lord  Macartney,  to 

the  ground  of  bis  parUamentary  information.  remove  from  himself  the  sospicion  of  all  im- 

In  this  clashing  of  accounts  and  estimated)  proper  aianagemeot  in  so  invidious  a  trust; 

ought  not  the  ministry,  if  they  wished  to  pre<^  and  iteeems  tQiMHre<l>een  well  chosen.    This 

serve  even  appearances,  to  have  waited  for  cemmittee  has  ma^e  a  comparative  estimate 

information  of  the  actual  result  of  these  spccu-  dt  the  only  six  districts  which  were  in  a  oon- 

lations,  before  they  laid  a  charge,  and  such  a  ditiou  to  be  let  to  &rm.   In  one  set  of  colomns 

eharge,  not  conditionally  and  eventually,  bet  they  state  the  gross  and  net  produce  of  the 

positively  and  authoritatively,  upon  a  country  districts  as  let  by  the  nabob.    To  that  tiBS^ 

which  they  all  knew,  and  which  one  of  them  ment  they  oppose  the  tenrs  on  ^ich  theeune 

bad  registered  on  the  records  of  this  house,  districts  were  rented  lor  five  years,  ooder  their 

to  be  wasted  beyond  all  example,  by  every  authority.    Under  the  nabob,  the  gross  (arm 

oppression  of  an  abusive  government,  and  every  was  so  high  as  £.570t,000  sterling.  What  was 

ravage  of  a  desolating  war.    But  that  you  may  the  clear  produce  ?   Wby,  no  more  than^boet 

£.25O/)0O ;  and  this  was  the  whole  profit  of  the 

*  Mr.  Dandas's  Committee,  Rep.  I.  p.  9,  and  nabob'a  treasury,  uader  his  own  managsmentt 
dhto.  Rep.  IV.  69,  where  the  revenue  of  1777 
stated  only  at  2i  lacs— 80  lacs  stated  as  the 

revenue,  "auopoging  the  Camatic  to  be  j>ro.  *  See  Appendix,  No.  4,  Statement  in  the  Re* 

per ^  maBafeo.**  port  of  the  Committee  of  assigiied  Reveniie. 
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tii  an '  tfM>^  cKitriScfs'  which  were  in  a  condition  I  have  stated  to  you  the  estimated  produce 

to  be  let  16  ftrtn  on  the  27th  of  May,  1782.  of  the  territories  of  the  Camatic,  in  a  condi- 

Lord  Mat^rtney's  leases  stipulated  a  gross  tion  to  be  farmed  in  1782,  according  to  the 

produce  of  no  more  than  about  £.590,000 ;  but  different  managements  into  which  they  might 

then  the  estimated   net  amount  was  nearly  fall ;    and^  this  estimate  the  ministers  have 

double  the  nabob's.     It  however  did  not  then  thought  j^roper  to  suppress.    Since  that,  two 

exceed    £.480,000;    and    Lord  Macartney V  other  accounts  have  been  received.    The  first 

commissioners  take  credit  for  an  annual  reve-  informs  us,  that  there  has  been  a~  recovery  of 

nue  amounting  to  this  clear  sum.    Here  is  no  what  is  called  arrear,  as  well  as  of  an  im- 

apeculation ;  here  is  no  inaccurate  account  provement  of  tho  revenue  of  one  of  the  six 

clandestinely  obtained  from  those  who  might  provinces  which  were  let  in  17B2.*  "  tt'waf 

wisiy,  and  were  enabled  (o  deceive.    It  is  Uie  brought  about  by  making  a  new  war.     After 

Mithorixed  recorded  state  of  a  real  receht  some  sharp  actions,  by  the  resoftktibn  and  skill 

transaction,     ^ere   is  not   twelve   hundred  ofColoneI]?^IIarton,  several  of  the  petty  princes 

tiioosaod  pound,  not  eight   hundred.      The  of  the  most  southerly  of  the  unwasted  provinces 

whole  revenue  of^lhe  Camatic  yielded  no  more  were  compelled  to  pay  very'  heavy  rents  and 

in  May  1782  than  four  hundred  and  eighty  tributes,  who  Tor  a  long  time  before  had  not 

thounnd  pounds ;  nearly  ^tt  \etj  precise  sum  paid  any  ackiio^ledgmenf.    After  \his  reiduoi 

whidi  your  minister,  who  is  so>  careful  of  the  tion,  by  (he  care  of  Mr.  Irvin,  one  of  thd  com^ 

public  security,  has  carried  from  all  descrip-  mittee,  ^at  province  was  divided  into  twelve 

tions  of  establishment  to  form  a  fund  for  tiie  farms.    This  operation  raised  the  income  of 

private  emolument  of  his  creatures.  tfiat  particular  province ;  the  others  I'etiiaih  kr 

In  this  estimate,  we  see,  as  I  have  just  obserw  they'  were  firftt  farmed.    So  that  iustl^a£l '^ 

red,  tlie  nabob's  farms  rated  so  high  as  £.670/XX).  producing  only  their  original  rent  of  £.480,001), 

Hitherto  all  is  well ;  but  follow  on  to  fhe  effec-  they  netted  in  about  two  years  and  a  qukrti^^ 

tive  net  revenue :  tfierethe  illusion  vanishes;  £.1,320,000  sterling,  which  would  be  ab^ttt 

and  you  will  npot  find  nearly  so  much  as  half  £.660,000  a  year,  if  the  fedovered  arrear  was 

the  prodoee.  It  is  with  reason,  therefore.  Lord  nbt  included.    What  dbdu<ition  is  to  be  miide 

Macartney,  invanably  throughout  the  whole  on  account  of  that  arrear  I  cannot  determhfll^' 

oarre^M»idenee,.c'qualifiee  all  his  views  and  but  certainly  what  would  reduce  the  anndil 

expectations  of  revenue,  and  all  his  plans  for.  income  considerably  below  the  rate  I  hav^'^ 

its  application^  with  this  wdiispensaUeoondi-  alloWed.                                                            i 

feioD,  that  the  management  is  not  In  the  haa^  The  second  account  received,  is  the  letthtg*- 

of:tbe  aabob  of  Aroot.    Should  thai  fatal  mea«  of  the  wasted  province^  of  the  Camatic.  -Thir 

nro  take  place,  he  has  over  and  over  agaitf  I  understand  is  at  a  grorvtring'reht,  which  may 

teU  yon,  that  ke  has  no  prospect  of  rdeashig  or  may  not  realise  what  it  promises ;  but  if  hr 

any  thing  whatsoescr  for  any  puUks  purpoee;  should  answer,  it  will  raise  the  whole,  at  some 

With  diese  weighty 4ieclarations,coikfirtii«l^ by'  future  time,  to  £. I, -fiOOjOOO.                           ^ 

BHch  a  atauepof  dndispntabk  fibot  before -theii»f  ^  ¥ou  most  here  remark,  Mr.  Speaker,  ihal'': 

what  has  been  dona  by  tbe:  efaancellor  of  ^fer  this  veveniie  is  the  produce  of  aU  the  nabob'ii ' 

exchequer  anei  hb  ttccomplioeB^     Shall!  be  dominions.    During  the  assignment,  the  nabob 

believed?   •  Theyiiave  .deliverodf^over  thoee'  paltf  nothing,  bee^lise  the  company  had  aU. 

very  terrstnries,  on>  tfaenikeeping  of  which  'iiw  Stipposing  the  whole  of  Hve  lately  iusitigtied  ^ 

the  haade  of  the  cprnmittee^  the  dcftnce  of  4Mnr'  territory  to  yield  up  tothe  most'Mmguine  ^^~ 

dominions,  and  what/w«»  mere  dear  to  them]^'  pectation^or  the  ri^t  hbtiotfrftble  gentleman 'V*: 

possibly,  their  own  j6b  depended;  they  have^  and  suppose  £4,200^,000  to  be  dhnuaJly  realised  - 

delivered  back  again  witheet  condition,  with*^.  ((^  which  we  tetu&ny'lmdw  eX  no  more  than' 

out  arrangement,  wi^ont  stipulaticai  of  any-  the  Realising  of  six  hundred  thousand)  otit  6t" 

sort  for  tlw  natives  of  any  rank,  the  whole  of  this  yoU  must' deduct  the  subsidy  and  rent 

those  vast  countries^  to  BMUiy  of  which  he  had-  whieh  the^  nabob  paid  before  the  assignment, 

DO  just  claim,  into  tbeiTuinons  mismanagement  natiiely  £  .340,000  a  year.    This  reduces  back^j 

of  the  nabob  of  Avcot^    To  ciiown  idl,  aroor-  the  revenue  applicable  to  the  new  distribution  ^ 

ding  to  their  miserable  practice  whenever  they  made  by  liia  majesty's  tninisters,  to  about  • 

do  any  thing  transcendently  absund,  they  pre-  £.800,000.     Of  that  sum  five  eighths  are  by 

face  this  their  abdication  of  their  trust,  by  a  them  surrendered  to  the  debts.     The  remai- 

solemn  declaration  that  they  were  not  obliged  ning  three  are  the  only  ftmd  left  for  all  the  par- 
te it  by  any  principle,  of  policy,  or  any  demand 

of  joatice  whatsoever.  *  The  province  of  Tinnevellj* 
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pdMflT  so  magnificenfly  displayed  in  the  letter  troul  among  the  dehlsPof  the  Cara&tic,  was  that 

of  the  board  of  controul ;  that  is  for  a  new-cast  arising  to  the  East  lodia  company,  which  after 

peace  establishment ;  a  new  fund  for  ordnance  the  prorision  for  thteeavalry,  and  the  coosoUda- 

and  fortifications  ;  and  a  large  allowance  for  tion  of  1777,  was  to  divide  the  rtssidue  ef  the 

what  they  call  "  the  splendour  of  the  Durbar."  flind  of  £.480,000  a  year  with  the  lenders  of 

You  have  heard  the  account  of  these  lerri-  1T87.  This  debt,  the  worthy  chairman,  who^its 

lories  as  they  stood  in  1782.    You  have  seen  opposite  to  me,  contends  to-be  three  millions 

the  actual  receipt  since  (he  assignment  in  1781,  sterling.    Lord  Macarmey's  account  of  1781, 

of  which  1  reckon  about  two  years  and  a  quar-  states  it  to  be  at  that  pieriod,  £.1,200,000. 

tor  productive.    I  h%ve  stated  to  you  the  ex-  The  first  account  of  the  court  of  directors  nakes 

*^  peclatioq  from  the  wasted  part.    For  realising  it  £.900,000.     This,    like  the  private  debt, 

.|dl  this  you  may  value  yourselves  on  the  vigour  being  without  any  solid  existence,  is  incapable 

and  diligence  of  a  govemour  and  committee  of  any  distinct  limits.    Whatever  its  amount 

.that  have  done  so  much.    If  these  hopes  from  or  its  validity  may  be,  one  thing  is  clear ;  it  is 

the  committee  are  rational — remember  that  the  of  the  nature  and  quality  of  a  public  debt.    lo 

"  ieODunittee  is  no  more.    Your  njinistcrs,  who  that  light  nothing  is  provided  for  it,  but  an 

have  formed  their  fund  for  these  debts  on  the  eventual  surplus  to  be  divided  with  one  class 

presmned  effect  of  the  committee'^B  manage-  of  the  private  demands,  after  satisfying  tho 

ment,  have  put  a  complete  end  to  that  com-  two  first  classes.    Never  was  a  more  shameful 

jnittee.  Their  acts  are  rescinded ;  their  leases  postponing  a  public  demand,    which  by  the 

'are  broken;  their  renters  are  dispersed.    Your  reason  of  the  thing,  and  the  uniform  practice 

ministers  knew  when  they  signed  the  death-  of  all  nations,  supersedes  every  private  claim. 

.  warranted  the  Carnatic,  that  the  nabob  would         Those  who  gave  tliis  preference  to  private 

not  only  turn  all  these  unfortunate  farmers  of  claims,   consider  the  company's  as  a  lawful 

revenue  out  of  employment,  but  that  he  has  demand ;  else,  why  did  they  pretend  to  pro- 

denoilnced  his  severest  vengeance  against  them,  vide  for  it  ?  On  their  own  principles  they  are 

for  acting  under  British  authority.     With  a  condemned. 

,  Jmowledge  of  this  disposition,  a  British  chan-         But  I,  Sir,  who  prc^ess  to  speak  to  your  un- 

~  C^IIot  of  the  exchequer,  and  treasurer  of  the  derstanding  and  to  your  conscience,  and  to 

,|iavy,  incited  by  no  public  advantage,  impelled  brush  away  even  from  this  business  all  false 

.  by  no  public  necessity,  in  a  strain  of  the  most  colours,  all  false  appellations,  as  well  as  false 

wanton  perfidy  which  has  ever  stained  the  facts,  do  positively  deny  that  the  Carnatic 

annals  of  mankind,  have  delivered  over  to  owes  a  shilling  to  the  company ;  whatever  the 

plunder,  imprisonment,  exile,  and  death  itself,  company  may  be  indebted   to   that  undone 

according   to  the    mercy  ot  such  execrable  country.    It  owes  nothing  to  the  company  for 

tyrants  as  Amir  ul  Omra  and  Paul  Benfield,  this  plain  and  simple  reasin — The  territory 

^e  unhappy  and  deluded  souts,  who,  untaught  charged  with  the  debt  is  their  own.     To  say 

l^  uniform  example,  were  still  weak  enough  tliat  their  revenues  fall  short,  and  owe  them 

to  put  their  trust  in  English  faith.*     They  money,  is  to  say  they  are  in  debt  to  themselves, 

have  gone  ferther  ;  they  have  thought  proper  which  is  only  talking  nonsense.     The  fact  is, 

to  mock  and  outrage  their  misery  by  ordering  that  by  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  and  the  ruin 

them  protection  and  compensation.  From  what  of  the  country,  the  company,  either  in  its  ovvn 

power  is  this  protection  to  be  derived  ?    And  name,  or  in  the  names  of  the  nabob  of  Areot 

from  what  fund  is  this  compensation  to  arise  ?  and  rajah  of  Tanjore,  has  lost  for  several  years 

The   revenues  ire   delivered   over  to   their  what  it  might  have  looked  to  receive  fitxn  its 

oppressor;   the  territorial  jurisdiction,  from  own  estate.    If  men  were  allowed  to  credit 

whence  that  revenue  is  to  arise,  and  under  themselves  upon  such  principles,  any  one  might 

which  they  live,  is  surrendered  to  the  same  soon  grow  rich  by  this  mode  of  accounting.  A 

iron  hands:  and  that  they  shall  be  deprived  of  flood  comes  down  upon  a  man*s  estate  in  the 

a9  refuse,  and  all  hope,  the  minister  has  made  Bedford  Level  of  a  thousand  pounds  a  year, 

.  a  soleniin,  voluntary  declaration,  that  he  never  and  drowns  his  rents  for  ten  years.    The 

wjfi  interfere  with  the  nabob's  internal  govern-  chancellor  would  put  that  man  into  the  hands 

■■•"'•t  of  a  trustee,  who  would  gravely  make  up  his 

Tb^  last  tyng  considered  by  tho  board  of  con-  books,  and  for  this  loss  credit  himself  in  his 

account  for  a  debt  due  to  him  of  £.10,000.    It 

♦  Appendix,  No.  6.  "»  however,  on  this  principle  the  company 

t  See  extract  of  their  letter  in  the  Appendix,  ™**^®^  "P  *^  demands  on  the  Carnatic    In 

No.  9.  peace  they  go  the  full  length,  and  indeed  more 
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than  the  full  length,  of  what  the  people  can  recollect  two  things:  first,  that  the  nab6fa^fd«bt 

bear  for  current  establishments ;  then  they  are  to  the  company  carries  no  interecilfr  ill)  Ae 

absurd  enough  to  consolidate  all  the  calamities  next  place  you  will  observe,  that  whenever  the 

of  war  into  debts ;  to  metamorphose  the  de-  company  has  occasion  to  borrow,  she  has  al- 

▼astations  of  the  country  into  demands  upon  ways  commanded  whatever  she  thought  fifat 

its  future  production.     What  is  this  but  to  eight  percent.    Carrying  in  your  mind  these 

avow  a  resolution  utterly  to  destroy  their  own  two  facts,  attend  to  the  process  with  rhasrd  to 

country,  and  to  force  the  people  to  pay  for  their  the  public  and  private  debt,  and  with 'what 

sufferings,  to  a  government  which  has  proved  little  appearance  of  decency  they  play  into 

unable  to  protect  either  the  share  of  the  bus-  each  other's  hands  a  game  of  utter  perdition  to 

bandman  or  their  own  ?    In  every  lease  of  a  the  unhappy  natives  of  India.    The  nabob  falls 

&rra,  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  instead  of  into  an  arrear  to  the  compsiny.     The  presi- 

forming  a  demand  for  arrear,  is  a  release  of  dency  presses  for  payment.    The  nabob's  an- 

rent;  nor  for  that  release  is  it  at  all  necessary  swer  is,  I  have  no  money.    Good.    But  there 

to  shew,  that  the  invasion  has  left  nothing  to  are  soucars  who  will  supply  you  on  the  mort- 

the  occupier  of  the  soil ;  though  in  the  present  gage  of  your  territories.    Then  steps  forward 

case  it  would  be  too  easy  to  prove  that  melan-  some  Paul  Benfield,  and  from  his  grateful  com- 

choly  fact*     I  therefore  applauded  my  right  passion  to  the  nabob,  and  his  filial  regard  to 

honourable  friend,  who,  when  he  canvassed  the  company,  he  unlocks  the  treasures  of  his 

the  company's  accounts,  as  a  preliminary  to  virtuous  industry ;  and  fpr  a  consideration  of 

a  bill  that  ought  not  to  stand  on  falsehood  of  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  per  cent,  on  a  m(Ht- 

any  kind,  fixed  his  discerning  eye,  and  his  gage  of  the  territorial  revenue,  becomes  6eca- 

deciding  hand,  on  these  debts  m  the  company,  rity  to  the  company  for  the  nabob^s  arrear. 

from  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  rajah  of  Tanjore,        All  this  intermediate  usury  thus  becomes 

and  at  one  stroke  expunged  them  all,  as  ut-  sanctified  by  the  ultimate  view  to  the  compa« 

terly  irrecoverable ;  he  might  have  added  as   .  ny's  payment.    In  this  case,  would  pat  h.  plain 

utterly  unfounded.  man  ask  this  plain  question  of  the  company;  if 

On  these  grounds  I  do  not  blene  the  ar-  you  know  that  the  nabob  must  annually  nxMrt- 

rangement  this  day  in  question,  as  a  preference  gage  his  territories  to  your  servants  to  pay  his 

given  to  the  debt  of  individuals  over  the  com-  annual  arrear  to  you,  why  is  not  the  assign- 

pany's  debt.    In  my  eye  it  is  no  more  than  ment  or  mortgage  made  directly  to  the  com- 

the  preference  of  a  fiction  over  a  chimera ;  but  pany  itself?  By  this  simple  obvious  operation, 

I  blame  the  preference  given  to  those  fictitious  the  company  would  be  relieved  and  the  debt 

private  debts  over  the  standing  defence  and  paid,  without  the  charge  of  a  shilling  inte'JNbst 

the  standing  government.    It  is  there  the  pub-  to  that  prince.    But  if  that  course  should  be 

lie  is  robbed.    It  is  robbed  in  its  army ;  it  is  thought  too  indulgent,  why  do  they  not  take 

robbed  in  its  civil  administration ;  it  is  robbed  that  assignment  with  such  interest  to  thii^tn- 

in  its  credit;  it  is  robbed  in  its  investment  selves  as  they  pay  to  others,  that  is  eight  per 

which  forms  the  commercial  connection  be-  cent  ?    Or  if  it  were  thought  more  adyiseable 

tween  that  country  and  £lurope.    There  is  the  (why  it  should  I  know  not)  that  he  must  bor- 

robbery.  row,  why  do  not  the  company  lend  dieir  own 

/     But  my  principal  objection  lies  a  good  dieal  credit  to  the  nabob  for  their  own  payment  ? 

deeper.    That  debt  to  the  company  is  tha^pre-  That  credit  would  not  be  weakened  by  the 

text  under  which  all  the  other  debts  lurk  and  collateral  security  of  his  territorial  mortgage. 

cover  themselves.    That  debt  forms  the  foul  The  money  might  still  be  had  at  eight /)eroen<. 

putrid  mucus,  in  which   are  engendered  the.  Instead  of  any  of  these  honest  and  obvious 

-whole  brood  of  creeping  ascarides,  all  the  end-  methods,  the  company  has  for  years  kept  up  a 

less  invofaitions^  the  eternal  knot,  added  to  a  shew  of  disinterestedness  and  moderation,  by 

knot  of  those  inexpugnable  tape-worms  which  suffering  a  debt  to  accumulate  to  them  from 

devow  the  nutriment,  and  eat  up  the  bowels  the  country  powers  without  any  interest  at  all ; 

of  India.!    It  is  necessary,  Sir,  you  should  and  at  the  same  time  have  seen  before  their 

eyes,  on  a  pretext  of  borrowing  to  pay  that 

,,,•  .^.,         .       r    T      1.  debt,  the  revenues  of  the  country  charged  with 

♦  "  It  Is  certaui  that  the  Incursion  of  a  few  of  '       „/•#„«_*„  ♦««.„!-  Cx„-  tkirtv-aiT  tad 

Hyders  Horse  into  the  Jaghire,  in  1787.  cost  "» "^ury  of  twenty,  twenty-four,  thirty-six,  and 

the  company  upwards  of  paf^odas   37,000  in 

allowances  far  damagea.^*    Consultations,  Fe-  .    .    ,     «        ,     .         /%  .  u      -.v 

bruarylUh,1771.  )ect;  particularly  Consujuuions,  Oct^  4th, 

-tPftceedingsalMadras,  llthFebniatT.  1769,  1769,  and  the  Creditors'  Memorial,  30lh  JtBii- 

and  thnhighoot  the  correspondence  on  this  sub*  ary,  1770. 
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wn  eight-and-forty  per  cent,  with  compound  because  a  short-lived  sucqsssion  of  claimants, 

interest,*  for  the  benefit  of  their  servanis.   All  lashed  from  oppressor  lo  oppressor,  whilst  a 

this  time  ihey  know,  that  by  having  a  debt  sub-  single  drop  of  blood  is  left  as  the  means  of  ex- 

sbting  without  any  interest,  which  is  to  be  torting  a  single  grain  of  com.    Do  not  think 

paid  by  contracting  a  debt  on  the  highest  in-  I  paint.    Far,  very  far  from  it ;  I  do  not  reach 

terest,  they  manifestly  render  it  necessary  to  the  fact,  nor  approach  to  it.    Men  of  respect. 

the  nabob  of  Arcot  to  give  the  private  demand  able  condition,  men  equal  to  your  substantial 

a  preference  to  the  public ;  and  by  binding  him  English  yeomen,  are  daily  tied  up  and  scourged 

and  their  servanis  to{jether  in  a  common  cause,  to  answer  the  multiplied  demands  of  yanoUs 

they  enable  him  to  form  a  party  to  the  utter  contending  and  contradictory  titles,  all  issuing 

ruin  of  their  own   authority,  and  their  own  from  one  and  the  same  source.     Tyrannous 

affairs.    Thus  their  false  moderation,  and  their  exaction  brings  on  servile   concealment  y  and 

affected  purity,  by  the   natural  operation  of  that    again  calls    forth    ^rannous    coercion. 

every  thing  false,  and   every  thing  affected,  They  move  in  a  circle,  n^utualljf  producing  and 

becomes  pander  and  bawd  to  the  unbridled  de-  produced;  till  at  length  nothing  of  humanity  is 

bauchory  and  licentious  lewdness  of  usury  and  lefl  in  the  government,  no  trace  of  integrity, 

extortion.  spirit,  or  manliness  in  the  peoplq,  who  drag 

In  consequence  of  this  double  game,  all  tho  out  a  precarious  and  degraded, ^x^teoce  under 

territorial  revenues  have,  at  one  time  or  other,  this  system  of  optrage  upon  biu^^  nature. 

been  covered  by  those  locusts,  the  English  Such  is  the  effect  of  the  es^jibUsmrient  of  a 

•oucars.    Not  one  single  foot  of  the  Camatic  debt  to  the  company,  as  it  has  ^t)i,ertQ  t)een 

has  escaped  them  ;  a  territory  as  large  as  managed,  and  as  it  ever  will,  jpofinain, ,  iiotil 

England.     During  these  operations  what  a  ideas  are  adopted  totally  different  froip  those 

•cene  has  that  country  presented !  f      The  which  prevail  at  this  tune, 

usurious  European   assignee  supersedes  the  Your   worthy   ministers,    supporting  what 

nabob's   native  farmer  of  the  revenue  ;  the  th^  are  .obliged  to  condemn^  have  thought  fit 

farmer  flies  to  tho  nabob's  presence  to  claim  to  renffw  the  company's  old  order  against  con- 

his  bargain ;  whilst  his  servants  murmur  for  tracting  private  debts  in  future.     They  begin 

wages,  and  his  soldiers  mutiny  for  pay.    The  by  rewarding  the  violation  of  the  ancient  law ; 

mortgage  to  the  European  assignee  is  then  and  then  they  gravely  re-enact  provisions,  of 

resumed,  and  the  native  farmer  replaced,  again  which  they  have  given  bounties  for  the  breach, 

to  be  removed  on  the  new   damour  of  the  This  inconsistency  has  been  well  exposed.* 

European  assignee.^    Every  man  of  rank  and  But  what  will  you  say  to  their  having  gone  the 

land^  fortune  being  long  since  extinguished,  length  of  giving  positive  di^ec^ons  for  con- 

the  remaining  miserable  la&t  cukivator,  who  traoting  the  d^  which  ^y  positively  forbid  ? 

grows  to  the  soil,  after  having  his  back  scored  .   I  will   explain  myself,.     They  order  the 

by  the  farmer,  has  it  again  flayed  by  the  whip  nabob,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Caniatic,  to 

of  the  assignee,,  and  is  thus  by  a  ravenous,  allot  four  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds 

a  year,  as  a  fund  for  the  debts  before  us.    For 

*  Appendix,  No.  7.  ^®  punctual  payment  of  this  annuity,  they  order 

t  For  some  part  of  these  usurious  transactions,  him  to  give  soucar  security  .f    When  a  soticor, 

see  Consultation  23th  January  1791 ;  and  for  the  that  is  a  money  dealer,  be^»ines  security  for 

nabob's  excusing  his  oppressions  on  accountof  ^    ^.ive  nrince  the  cAwse  is  for  ih^  jMtive 

these  debts.  Consultation  26ih  November  ino.  ^7  "*"^®  P""^®'  "*®  ^™  is,.tor  me.natjjye 

«*  Still  I  undertook,  first,  the  payment  of  the  pnnce  to  counter-secure  (he  nooneydefiler,  fer 

money  belonging  to  the  company,  who  are  my  inakiog  over  to  him  in  mortga^ie  i^  portion  of 

kind  liiends,  and  by  borrowing,  and  nuvigtfging  his  territory,  equal  to  the  sum  annually  to  be 

my  jewels^  &c.  by  talcing  from  every  one  of  my  y      -^        interest  of  at  least  twentv4bur 

tervanU,  in  proportion  to  their  circumstances,  P**°'          mf  *"™^^°*-*'  '^*f'  wenrjsour 

by  fresh  severities  also  on  my  country,  notwith-  P^  <'«»»'•    The  pomt  fit  for  the  hoiise  to  know 

standing  its  distressed  state j  as  you  know."  is,  who  are  these  soucars,  to  whom  this  security 

—The  Board's  remark  ia  as  follows;  after  con-  on  the  revenues  in  favour  of  tho  nabob's  ci«- 

troverung  some  of  the  facts,  they  say,  "  That  au^^  i^  t     u       •       />     t-i.        -  .    v^      r  .u 

his  countries  are  oppressed  is  moat  certain,  but  ^^^  "  ^°  °^  P^'®""    T"®  majority  of  the 

not  from  real  necessity ;  his  d^ts  have  indeed  house,  unaccustomed  to  these  transactions,  will 

afforded  him  a  constant  pretence  for  using  8e«  hear  with  astonishment  that  these  soucars  are 

It  Is  aaserted,  and  not  denied,  that  the  nabob's  ""n^ter,  not  content  with  autbodonf  ^dies0 

farmers  of  revenue  seldom  continue,  for  three  .  .^^  > 

months  togothsr.    From  this  tho  state  df  the  *  In  Mr.  Fox's  roeech.                        ,     . 

eoantry  may  be  easily  judged  of.  f  Th^  amaiided  flettgr^  Aj^^t^ir^  jf^,  fl^  . 
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transactions  in  a  maimerand  to  an  extent  un-  senrtsd  for  him ;  not  thie^price  of  pillaged  tl«t- 
hoped  for  by  the  rapadotufekptectations  of  usury  suries,  twMiicked  houses,  and  plundered  terri- 
Itself}  loadslhe  broken  back  of  the  Indian  reve-  t6ried;-^It  is  a  large  grant,  froin<a  smatt  kingfc 
oues,  in  favioyrofhis  worthy  friends  die  sf^ucars,  dbiri  not  obtained  by  our  arms;  robbad,  not 
with  an  ad^itjiooal  twctaty^bur  jd^  cent,  for  proteetadjbjroiar  power  ;&  grant  for  whidi  no 
beipg  security  to  themselves  for  their  cntn  ^qtiWalent  was  ever  givtM»)  or  pretended  fo  be 
claiins^  for  condescending  to  take  the  country  given:  The  right  honourable  ^gaotknmo, 
\n  mortga^^,  io  pay  to  thetesehres  the  fruks  ef  however,  bears^  witness  <  ia  -ki8<  reports  to  the 
.their  own  extornonsi  punctuality  of  thit  payments  of  tbis  grant  of 
;,  The  interest  to  be'  paid  for  this  secority,  bounty,  or,  if  you  please^  offear.  It  amounts 
according  to  the  most  moderate  strain  of  tou-  to  one  hundred  and  inattyt  thousand  pounds 
car  demand,  comes  to  on&  hundred  and  eighteen  sterling  net  annual  sub^dy.  He  hears  wit* 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  which  added  to  thb  ness  to  a  further  g^anC'  of- a  tatm  and  port, 
£.^0,000  dn  Which  it  is  to  accrue,  will  ma&e  with  an  annexed  district  of  thirty'  thousand 
the  whofe  chlLrge  on  account  of  these  debts  on  -poundiS'  a  year,  surrendered  to  ika  company 
the  Camatic  revenues  amount  to  J£ ^8,000  sinc6  the'  first  dctnation.  HU  has  not  borne 
a  yeat",  as  much  as  even  a  long  peace  vnM  wimess,  but  the  fact  is,  (he  will  not  deny  it,) 
enable  those  revenues  to  produce.  Can  any  ihat  in  the  midst  of  war,  and  durin^thaiifuin 
<»e  reflect  for  a  moment  on  all  those  claims  of  mnd  desolation  of  a  considerable  part  of  his 
debt,  which  the  minister  exhausts  himself  in  territories,  this  prince  made  many  very  large 
contrivances  to  augment  with  new  usuries,  pigments.  Notwithstanding  these  merits  and 
without  lifting  up  his  han(b  and  eyes  in  as-  sertices,  the  first  regulation  of  ministry  iaito 
tonishment  of  the  impudence,  botii  of  the  claim  force  from  him  a  territory  of  an  extent  which 
and  of  the  adjudication?  Services  o£  some  they  have  not  yet  thought  proper  to  ascertain,*** 
kind  or  odier  these  servants  of  the  company  fiX"  a  military  peace  establishment,  the  par- 
must  have  done,  so  great  and  eminent,  diat  the  ticulars  of  which  they  have  not  yet  been 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  cannot  think  that  pleased  to  settle. 

all  they  have  brought  home  is  half  enough.  The  next  part  of  their  arrangement  is  with 

He  halloos  after  them,  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  regard  to  war.    As  confessedly  this  princv  had 

forgot  a  large  packet  behind  you,   in  your  no  share  in  stirring  up  any- of  the  IbraiBr, warn, 

hurry;  you   have  not   sufficiently  recovered  so  all  future  wars  are  coapietely  outiof^is 

yourselves;  you  ought  to  have,  and  you  shall  power;  for  he  has  no  troops  whatover,  and  is 

nave,  interest  upon  interest,  upon  a  prohibited  under  a  stipulation  not  so  much  as  to  correi- 

debt  that  is  made  up  of  interest  upon  interest,  pond  with  any  loreign  state,  except  through 

Even  this  is  too  little.    I  have   thought  of  the  company.    Yet,  ia  case  the  company's 

another  character  for  you,  by  which  you  may  servants  should  be^  again  involved  in  war,  or 

add  something  to  your  gains ;  you  shall  be  should   think   pmper  again   to  provoke  any 

security  to  yourselves  ;  and  hence  will  arise  enemy,  as  in  times  past  they  have  wantonly 

a  new  usury,  which  shall  efface  the  memory  of  provoked  all  India,  he  is  to  be  subjected  to  a 

all  the  usuries  suggested  to  you  by  your  own  new  penalty.    To  what  penalty  7 — ;Why,  to 

dull  inventions."  no  less  than  the  confiscation  of  all  his  reve- 

I  have  done  with  the  arrangement  relative  nues.    But  this  is  to  end  with  the  war,  and 

to  the  Camatic.    After  this  it  b  to  little  pur-  they  are  to  be  faithfully  returned ?"*-Oh!  no; 

pose  to  observe  on  what  the  ministers  have  nothing   like  it.    The  country  is  to  remain 

dcme  to  Tai^ore.    Your  ministers  have  not  under  confiscation  until  all  the  debt  which  the 

observed  even  form   and  ceremony  in  their  company  shall  think  fit  to  incur  in  such  war 

outrageous  and  insulting  robbery  of  that  coun-  shall  be  discharged ;  that  is  to  say,  for  ever, 

try,  whose  only  crime  has  been,  its  early  and  His  sole  comfort  is  to  find  his  old  enemy,  the 

constant  adherence  to  the  power  of  this,  and  nabob  of  Arcot,  placed  in  the  very  same  coo- 

the  sufifering  of  an  uniform  pillage  in  conse-  dition. 

quence  of  it.    The  debt  of  the  company  from  The  revenues  of  that  miserable  country  were, 

the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  is  just  of  the  same  stuflT  before  the  invasion  of  Hyder,  reduced  to  a  grata 

with  that  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  annual  receipt   of  three  hundred  and  sixty 

The  subsidy  from  Tanjore,  on  the  arrear  of  thousand  pound  .f    From  this  receipt  the  gub- 
which  this  pretended  debt  (if  any  there  be)  has 

accrued  to  the  company,  is  not,  like  that  paid  ^  Annendix  No  8 

by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  a  cooipensaUon  for  ^  Mr^eirie's  evidence  before  the  select  COQI- 

,  vast  ooaDtriM  obtained,  augmeated,  and  pre-  miitee,  App.  Nu .  7. 
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Mf  I  luiTe  just  itated  is  taken.    This  again,  the  purpose  of  rapine  and  exlortioo ;  for  tbs 

by  payments  in  advance,  by  extorting  deposits  purpose  of  perpetuating  the  old  intrigues,  ani- 

hf  additional  sums  to  a  vast  amount  for  the  mosities,  usuries,  and  corruptions, 

btaiefit'of  the  soucars,  and  by  an  endless  vari-  It  was  not  enough  that  this  modiery  of  tri> 

9/ty  of  other  eztorti^,  public  and  private,  is  bute  was  to  be  continued  without  the  coffes* 

loaded  with  a  debt,  the  amount  of  which  I  never  pondent  pratection,  or  any  of  the  stipohted) 

could  ascertain,  but  which  is  large  undoubtedly,  equivalents,  but  ten  years  of  arrear,  to  Ae 

generating  an  usury  the  most  completely  rui-  amount  of  £.4X30  ftOO  steriingy'*  is  added  to  ail 

nous  that  probably  was  ever  heard  of;  that  u^  the  debts  to  the  company,  and  to  individuals, 

forttf-dght  per  cent,  payable  numthfy  with  com-  in  order  to  create  a  new  debt,  to  be  paid,  (if 

pound  irdatft.*  at  all  possiUe  to  be  paid  in  whole  or  in  part) 

Such  is  the  state  to  whidi  the  company's  only  by  new  usuries ;  and  all  this  for  the  nabob 

servants  have   reduced  that  country.     Now  of  Arcot,  or  rather  for  Mr.  Benfield,  and  tbe 

come  the  reformers,  restorers,  and  comforters  corps  of  the  nabob's  creditors  and  their  soocan. 

of  India.    ^Vhat  have  thoy  done  ?    In  addi-  Thus  these  miserable  Indian  princes  are  coo- 

tinn  to  all  tliese  -tyrannous  exactions  with  all  tinned  in  their  seats,  for  no  other  purpose  than 

tfiese  ruinous  debts  iit  their  train,  lookkig  to  to  render  them  in  the  first  instance  objects  of 

one  side  of  an  agreement  whilst  they  'Wilfnly  every  species  of  eortortion ;  and  in  the  second, 

shut  their  eyes  to  'fte  other,  they  "Wkh^hnw  to  force  them  to  become,  for  the  sake  of  a  mo- 

from  Tanjore  all  the  benefits  of  the  tfeaty  of  mentary  shadow  of  reduced  antht^ty,  a  sort 

1762,  and  they  subject  that  nation  to  a  perpe>  of  subordinate  ^nrants,  the  ruin  aad^calamitj, 

'tnal  tribute  of  forty  thousand  a  year  to  the  not  the  fathers  and  cherishers  of  their  people, 

jpabob  of  Arcot ;  a  tribute  never  due,  or  pre-  ''  But  take  this  tribute  cmly  as  a  mere  cfau^ 

tended  to  be  due  to  Um,  even  when  he  appeared  (without  title,  cause,  or  equivalent)  on  Ais 

to  be  something ;  a  tribute,  as  things  now  stand,  people ;  what  one  step  has  been  taken  to  ftimish 

not  to  a  real  potentate,  but  to  a  shadow,  a  grouncb  for  a  just  calculation  and  ettimate  of 

dream,  an  incubus  of  oppression.    After  the  tiie  proportion  of  the  burthen  and  the  abili^? 

company  has  accepted  in  subsidy,  in  grant  of  None;  not  an  attempt  at  it     They  do  not 

territory,  m  remission  of  rent,  as  a  tompen-  adapt  the  burthen  to  the  strength;  but  theytess 

ntion  for  their  own  protection,  at  least  two  timateithe  strength  of  the  bearers  by  the  b«^ 

hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year,  without  dis-  then  diey  impose.    Then  idiat  care  is  4Bkfl| 

counting  a  shilling  for  that  receipt,  the  minis-  to  leave  a  fund  sufficient  'to.-idiecfiiiHre  rspio- 

ters  condemn  this  harassed  naticxi  to  be  tribu-  duction  of  the  revenues  tbat  are  to  bear  aU 

tary  to  a  person  who  is  himself,  by  their  own  these  loads?  Every  one^.ibut  tolerably  confer^ 

arrangement,  deprived  of  the  right  of  war  or  sant  in  Indian  afikirs,  must  know  that  the  ez- 

peace :  deprived  of  the  power  of  the  sword  ;  istfedce  of  this  little  kingdom  depends  on  its 

forbid  to  keep  up  a  single  regiment  of  soldiers ;  controul  over  the  river  Cavery.    The  benefits 

and  is  therefore  wholly  disabled  from  all  pro"  of  heaven  to,  any  community,  ought  never  to 

Section  of  the  country  which  is  the  object  <tf  be  connected  with  political  jmrangements,  or 

the  pretended  tribute.    Tribute  hangs  on  thb  made  to  depend  on  the  personal  conduct  of 

sword.    It  is  an  incident  inseparable  from  real  princes ;  in  whicli  the  mistake,  or  enrour,  or 

sovereign  power.    In  the  present  case  to  sup-  Bcglect,  or  distress,  or  passion  of  a  momoit 

pose  its  existence,  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  cruel  6n  either  side,  may  bring  famine  on  millions, 

and  oppressive.    And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  and  ruin  an  innocent  nation  perhaps  fat  agea 

have  a  cleat  exemplifltetion  of  the  use  of  those  The  means  of .  /the  subsistence   <^,  yyyiyikinH 

false  names,  and  f^se' colours,  which  the  gen-  should  he- as  iaunutableias  the  laws  of  nature, 

tlemen  who  hive  lately  taken  poasetfsion  of  let  ^ower  and  donuoifQe  take  what  course  they 

I^^iji'cfcoose  to  lay  bn  ft*  the  purpose  of  dis-  may. — Observe  what  has  been  done  with  re- 

gttising  their  plan  of  oppression.    The  nabob  gard  to  this  important  concern.     The  use  of 

of  Arcot,  and  rajah  of  Taiyore,  have,  in  truth  thb  river  is  indeed  attepgth  given  to  the  rajah, 

and  lAiibstance,  no  more  than  a  merely  civil  and  a  power  |]fex>vided  for  its  enjoyment  of  Ati 

atithorjty',  held' in  the  mok- entire  dependence  oum  charge;  but  the  means  of  fumbhing  that 

on  the  company.   The  nabob,  without  military,  charge  (and  a  mighty  one  it  is)  are  whoHy  cot 

without  federal  capacity,  is  extinguished  as  a  off.    This  use  of  tbe  water,  which  ought  to 

potentate ;  but  then  he  is  carefully  kept  alive  have  no  more  connection  than  cloukisaiid  nim, 

•8  an  independent  and  sovereign  power,  for  and  sunshme,  with  the  politics  of  the  rajaji, 

the  nabob,  or  the  company,  is  expressly  coo- 

.  *  Appendix,  Vo.  7.  trived  as  a  meaos  of  eofbiciDg  demnds  and 
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arreara  of  tribute.  This  horrid  and  umiatural  merciless  soucars,  the  allies  of  that  right  bo- 
instrument  of  eztcMlion  had  been  a  distinguish-  nourable  gentleman,  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
ing  feature  in  the  enormities  of  the  Camatic  exchequer.  In  them  eti^  the  account  of  thia 
politics  that  loudly  called  for  reformation.  But  long  dispute  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the 
the  food  of  a  whole  people  is  by  the  reformers  rajah  of  Tanjore. 

of  Jbdia  conditioned  on  payments  from  its  The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  dP  opi- 
priace,  at  a  moment  that  he  is  overpowered  nion,  that  his  judgment  in  this  case  can  be 
^Arith  a  swarm  of  their  demands,  without  re-  censured  by  none,  but  those  who  seem  to  act 
gard  to  the  ability  a£  either  prince  or  people,  as  if  they  were  paid  agents  to  one  of  the  par- 
ia  fiflb/^  evening  an  avenue  to  the  irruption  ties.  What  does  he  think  6C  his  court  of 
<f^lteHibob  of  Arcot's  creditors  and  soilcars,  directors?  If  they  are  paid  by  either  of  the 
#faoar  every  man  who  did  not  fall  in  love  with  parties,  by  which  of  them  does  he  think  they 
oppression  and  corruption  on  an  experience  of  are  paid?  He  knows  that  their  depisioi^  has 
the  calamities  they  produced,  would  have  raised  been  dire^t)^,  .contrary  to  his.  Shall  X  beUeve 
wall  before  wall,  and  movod  before  mound,  to  that  it  doe^aot  enter  into  his  heart  to  con- 
keep  from  a  possibility  of  entrance,  a  more  ceive,  that  any  person  c^ji^dily  and  actively 
destructive -enemy  than  Hyder  AH  is  intro-  interesthimself  in  th^ipi^qt^^fon  of  the  injured 
duced  intD  thait  kingdom.  By  thia  part  of  their  and  oppressed,  .^ithgti^hputg  -well  paid  for 
arrangemanltiw which  they  establish  a  debt  to  his  service?  I  have,  t%^n  ^'otice  of  this  sort 
the  nabob 'Vff-Arcot,  in  effect  and  substance,  of  discourse  some  days- ago,  so  $^,as  it  may 
they  d«Kvefover  Tanjore,  bound  hand  and  foot,  be  supposed  to  relate  to  me.  I  then'  contented 
to  Paul  Bedield,  the  old  betrayer,  insulter,  myself,  as  I  shall  now  do,  wit|i  giving  it  a 
oppressor,  and  scourge  of  a  country,  which  cold,  though  a  very  direct  contradiction.  Thus 
has  for  years  been  an  object  of  anf  unremitted,  much  I  do  from  respect  to  truth.  If  I  did 
but  unhappily  an  unequal  struggle,  between  more,  it  might  be  supposed,  by  my  anxiety  to 
the  bounties  of  Providence  to  renovate, .  and  clear  myseU",  that  I  had  imbibed  the  ideas, 
the  widEcdneis  c^  mankind  to  detroy.  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  tlie  right  honour- 
The  right  honourable  gentleman''*  r  talks  of  able  gentleman  wishes  to  have  received  con- 
bis  faimeSsoin»iiDtermining  the  territorial  dis-  coming  all  attempts  to  plead  the  cause  of  the 
pate  between  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  natives  of  ^dia,  as  if  it  ^ere  a  disreputable 
prince  of  that  country,  when  he  superseded  employment  if  h^.had,,i;K>t  forgot  in  his  pre- 
the  determination  of  the  directors,  in  whom  sent  occupaliouy^veyry  pl^ipciple  which  ought 
the  law  had  vested'tbe  deoision  of  that  con-  to  have.^uvi«(]^  him^^B^^f^Jbppe  did  guide  him, 
troversy.  H»fi«r  jUxflus'  just  as  feeble  as  he  is  ia  hi»  late  professioff,  ie  wpuld  have  known, 
iA«very  otheF^part.-^'^But  it  is  not  necessary  tKa^.he  ^h^takes  a  fee  fotplfsadiqg^  causa 
t4  say  a  wordbimYcfctstion  of  any  part^of  4iis  of  difitressiagaias^.p^wep,  ap<i^an$^ily  pais 
argument.  Theruedb  of  the  proceediog^snffi-  forms  the  dw^.J^  has  f^fsufi^t;  receives  an 
ciently  speaks  the  spirit  of  it.  It.is  evMigh  to  honoufable  PBO<Hnp<ejase  lor  iV/^ift^uai^ervice. 
fit  bis  charltoter  as  a  judge  that  he  never  heard  But  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will 
Ike  direetb>9  imwltfenoe  of  their  adjudicationiium  have  no  regard  to  fact  in  bis  insinuations,  or 
eiUur  of  thepartii^iiiisupport  oftiieir  respective  to  reason  in  his  opinions,  I  wish  him  at  least 
claims.  It  *fe  floflfanent  for  mey  that  he  takes  to  Qonsidefj  that  if  taking  an  earnest  part  with 
frMn  tha  f«jah<«^^anjore  by  this  pretended  regard  to  the  oppressions  exercised  in  India, 
fld^iCiitiiBftjbr  rather  from  his  unhappy  sub-  and  with  regard  to  this  hiost  oppressive  case 
j«Mlv^4^^*yettr'ofhis  and  their  revenue,  of  Taryore  in  particular,  can  ground  a  pre- 
tfld'leavte  upon  his  «nd  «be«r  shoulders  all  the  sumption  of  interested  motives,. he ^is  himself 
chugm^ktttiM  b^-madeon  the  part  of  the  the  most  mercenary  man  I  know.  His  cop- 
nabwj'VD-itel^^  poit-^f  ^is  creditors,  and  on  the  duct  indeed  is  such  that  he  ia  on  all  occasions 
part  of'tbo  company,  without  so  much  as  the  standing  testimony  against  himself.  He 
hearing  fatal  as  to  right  or  to  ability.  But  it  was  that  first  called  to  that  case  the  attention 
what  principally  induces  me  to  leave  the  affair  of  the  house :  the  reportp  of  his  own  commit- 
of  the  Mrritorial  dispute  between  the  nabob  tee  are  ample  and  affecting  upon  that  subject  ;* 
iad  the>ajah  to  another  day,  is  this,  that  both  and  as  many  of  us  as  have  escaped  his  ma«* 
Ae  parties  being  stripped  of  their  all,  it  little  sacre,  must  remenAer  the  very  pathetic  picture 
ilpiifiM  imdtsr  which  of  their  names  the  un-  he  made  of  the  sufferings  df  the  Taiyora 
li^lyy  tadGoe  people  are  delivered  over  to  the 

*  See  Report  IV.  Committee  of  Secrecy,  jf 

-'"       -     ^lilr.'BimdA'     -  78,  and  74 ;  and  Appendix  In  sundry  places. 
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country,  oo  the  day  when  he  moved  the  un-  abore  all,  not  to  be  fond  orstraittiiig  constnK* 

wie'idy  code  of  his  Indian  resolutions.    Has  tSbos,  to  force  a  jurisdiction,  and  to  draw  to 

he  not  stated  over  and  over  again  in  bis  re-  curaelves  the  management  of  a  trust  in  its 

ports,  the  iU  treatment  of  the  rajah  of  Tan-  'nature  invidious  and  obnoxious  to  suspicioo, 

jore,    (a  branch  of  the   royal  house  of  the  wliere  the  plainest  letter  of  the  law  does  not 

Marattas,  every  injury  to  whom  the  Marattas  compel  it.    If  these  few  plain   rules  are  ob* 

felt  as  offered  to  themselves,)  as  a  main  cause  served,  no  corruption  ought  to  be  suspectid; 

of  the  alienation  of  that  people  iirom  the  Bri-  if  any  of  them  are    violated,    suspicion  w!U 

tish  power  ?    And  does  he  now  think,  that  to  attach  in  proportion.     If  all  of  them  are  fii>- 

betrav  his  principles,  to  contradict  his  declare-  lated,  a  corrupt  motive  of  some  kind  or  otber 

tionsj  and  to  become  himself  an  active  instru-  will  not  only  be  suspected,  but  must  be  Tio> 

ment  in  those  oppressions  which  he  had  so  lently  presumed. 

tragically  lamented,  is  the  way  to  clear  him-  Tba- persons  in  whose  favour  all  these  rules 
•elf  of  having  been  actuated  by  a  pecuniary  have  been  violated,  and  the  conduct  of  minis- 
interest,  at  the  time  when  he  chose  to  appear  ters  teiwards  them,  will  naturally  call  for  your 
full  of  tenderness  to  that  ruined  nation  1  consideration,  and    will    serve   to   lead  you 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  fond  of  through  a  series  and  combinaticm  of  facts  and 

parading  on  the  motives  of  others,  and  on  his  characters,  if  I  do  not  mistake,  into  the  rerr 

own.    As  to  himself,  he  despises  the  imputa-  inmost  recesses  oi  this  mysteridiis  business, 

tions  of  those  who  suppose  that  any  thing  cor-  You  will  then  be  in  possession  of  all  the  ma* 

rupt  couki  influence  him  in  this  his  unexam-  terialson  which  the  principles  of  sound  jiffis- 

pled  liberality  of  the  puUic  treasure.    I  do  prudence  will  found,  or  wilt  rejdet  the  pre- 

not  know  that  I  am  obliged  to  speak  to  the  sumption   of  corrupt    motives  ;  'or    if  such 

motives  of  ministry,  in  the  arrangements  they  motives  are  indicated,  will  point  out  to  you  of 

have  made  of  the  pretended  debts  of  Arcot  what  particular  nature  the  corruption  vi, 

and  Tanjore.     If  I  prove  fraud  and  collusion  Our  wonderful  minister,  as  you  all  Imow, 

with  regard  to  public  money  on  those  right  formed  a  new  plan,  a  plan  insigne  recent  Miio* 

honourable  gentlemen,  I  am   not  obliged  to  turn  ore  cdiOf  a  plan  for  supporting  the  freedom 

assign  their  motives ;  because  no  good  motives  of  our  constituti(m  by  court  intrigues,  and  for 

can  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  their  conduct,  removing  its  corruptions  by  Indian  delioqoen- 

Upon  that  case  I  stand ;  we  are  at  issue ;  and  cy.    To  carry  that  bold  paradoxical  design 

I  desire  to  go  to  trial.    This,  I  am  sure,  is  not  into  execution,  sufficient  funds  and  apt  instru> 

loose  railing,  or  mean  insinuation,  according  ments  became  necessary.     You  are  perfectly 

to  their  low  and  degenerate  fashion,  when  sensible  that  a  parliamentary  reform  occupies 

they  make  attacks  on  the  measures  (^  their  his  thoughts  day  and  night,  as  an  essential 

adversaries.      It  is  a  regular   and  juridical  member  in  this  extraordinary  prefect.    In  bis 

course ;  and,  unless  I  choose  it,  nothing  can  anxious  researches  upon  this  subject,  mL^iftl 

compel  me  to  go  further.  instinct,  as  well  as  sound  policy,  would  direct 

But  since  these  unhappy  gentlemen  have  his  eyes,  and  settle  his  choice  oa  PaulB^ 

dared  to  hold  a  lofty  tone  about  their  motives,  field.    Paul  Benfiekl  is  the  grand  p«rBteeft< 

and  affect  to  despise  suspicion,  instead  of  tary  Kcibrmer,  the  reformer  to  whom  thtf^rltole 

being  careful  not  to  give  cause  for  it,  I  shall  chair  of  lefonners  bow,  and  to  whom  even  the 

beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  some  general  ob-  right 'honourable  gentleman  himself  must  yield 

servations  on  what,  I  conceive,  was  their  duty  tko  palm;  For  what  region  in  the  empire, 

in  so  delicate  a  business.  whac  eity^  what  b(NX>ugh,  what  county,  what 

If  I  were  worthy  to  surest  any  line  of  tribunal,  in  this  kingdom,  is  not  full   of  his 

prudence  to  that  right  honouraUe  gentleman,  I  labours  ?    Others  hav»  been  only  speculators, 

would  tell  him,  that  the  way  to  avoid  suspi-  he  is  the  grand  practical  reformer ;  and  whilst 

ci<m  in  the  settlement  of  pecuniary  transao-  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  pledges  in  vain 

tions,  in  which  great  frauds  have  been  very  the  man  and  the  minister,  to  increase  the  pro- 

■trongly  presumed,  is,  to  attend  to  these  few  vincial  members,  Mr.  Benfield  has  auspiciously 

plain  principles:— First,  to  hear  all  parties  and  practically  begun  it.    Leaving  far  behind 

equally,  and  not  the  managers  fer  the  suspected  him  even  Lord  Camelford's  generous  design  of 

claimants  only.— Not  to  proceed  on  the  dark ;  bestowing  OW  Sarum  on  the  bank  of  England, 

but  to  act  with  as  much  publicity  as  possible.  Mr.  Benfield  has  thrown  in  the  borough  flf 

-—Not  to  precipitate  decision— To  be  religious  Crioklade  to  reinforce  the  county  representa- 

in  following  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  com-  tion.    Not  content  «dth  this,  in  Older  toftatkn 

mission  under  which  we  act^  And,  lastly,  and  a  steady  phalanx  for  all  future  reftmw,  this 
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pi^c  spiritqi ,  usurer,  amid  his  charitable  fabric  of  the  biU,  ccanmonly  called  Mr.  Pitt's 
toils  for  the  relief  of  India,  did  not  forget  the  India  bill,  is  matter  only  of  conjecture  ;  though 
poor  rotten  constitution  of  his  native  country,  by  no  means  difficult  to  divine.  But  the  public 
For  her,  he  did  not  disdain  to  stoop  to  the  was  an  indignant  wiUiess  of  the  ostencatico  with 
trad^  of  a  wholesale  upholsterer  for  this  which  the  measure  was  made  his  own,  and  the 
hpuse,  to.  fiimw^  U,  not  with  the  faded  .tapes-  authority  with  which  he  brought  up  clause 
Uy.^gures  of  antiquated  merit,  su«|^  w  deco-  after  clause,  to  stuff  and  fatten  the  rankness  of 
rale,  and  may  reproach  some  ^er  houses,  but  that  corrupt  act.  As  fast  as  the  clauses  were 
with  real,  solid,  living  patterns  of  true  modem  brought  up  to  the  table  they  were  accepted.  No 
virtue.  Paul  Benfii4d  made  (reckoning  him-  hesitation ;  no  discussion.  They  were  re- 
•elf )  no  fewer  than  eight  members  in  the  last  ceived  by  the  new  minister,  not  with  approba- 
pariiamenU  What  copious  streams  of  pure  tion,  but  with  implicit  submission.  The  re- 
blood  must  he  not  have  transfused  into  the  formation  may  be  estimated  by  seeing  who  was 
▼eins  of  the  present!  the  reformer.    Paul  Benfield's  associate  and 

But  what  is  even  more  striking  than  the  agent  was  held  up  to  the  world  as  legislator  of 

real  services  of  this  new-imported  patriot,  is  Hindostan.    But  it  was  necessary  to  authenti- 

his  noodesty.    As  soon  as  he  had  conferred  cate  the-  coalition  between  the  men  of  intrigue 

this  benefit  cxk  the  constitution,  he  withdrew  in  ladia^  and  the  minister  of  intrigue  in  Eng- 

himself  from  our  applause.    He  conceived  land,  by  a  stadied  display,  of  the  power  of  this 

that  the  duties  of  a  member  of  parliament  their  connecting  link.    Every  trust,  every  ho* 

(which  with  the  elect  faithful,  the  true  be-  nour,  every  distinction,  was  to  be  heaped  upoa 

lievers,  the  hUxm  of  parliamentary  reform,  are  him.    He  was  at  once  made  a  director  of  the 

of  little  or  no  merit,  perhaps  not  much  better  India  company ;  made  an  alderman  of  Londcm ; 

than  specious  sinsV  might  be  as  well  attended  and  to  be  made,  if  ministry  could  prevail,  (and 

to  in  li|dia  as  in  England,  and  the  means  of  I  am  sorry  to  say  how  near,  how  very  near 

reformation  to  parliament  itself,  be  far  better  they  were  prevailing,)  representative  of  the  ca- 

provided.      Mr.   Benfield    was  therefore   no  pital  of  this  kingdom.    But  to  secure  his  seiv 

sooner  elected,  than  he  set  off  for  Madras,  aiid  vices  against  all  risk,  he  was  brought  in  for  a 

defrauded  the  longing    eyes    of  parliament,  ministerial  borough.    On  his  part,  he  was  not 

Wf?,^  l^ave  never  enjoyed  in  this  house  the  wanting  in  zeal  for  the  common  cause.    His 

l^nuy  of  beholding  that  minion  of  the  human  advertisements  shew  his  motives,  and  the  me- 

rice,  and  contemplating  that  visage,  which  has  rits  upon  which  he  stood.    For  your  minister^ 

so  long  reflected  the  happiness  of  nations^  this  worn-out  veteran  submitted  to  enter  into 

It  was  therefore  not  possible  for  the  minister  to  the  dusty  field  of  the  London  contest ;  and  you 

cottsoJl  personally  with  this  great  man.    What  all  remember,  that  in  the  same  virtuous  cause 

then  was  he  to  do?    Through  a  sagacity  that  he  submitted  to  keep  a  sort  of  public  office  or 

never  failed  him  in  these  pursuits,  he  found  counting-house,  where  the  whole  business  of 

out  in  Mr.  Benfield's  representative,  his  exact  the  last  general  election  was-  managed.    It 

resemblance.    A  specific  attraction  by  which  was  openly  managed  by  the  direct  agent  and 

he  gravitates  towards  all  such  characters,  soon  attorney  of  Benfield.    It  was  managed  upon 

brought  our  minister  into  a  close  connection  India  principles,  and  for  an  Indian  interest, 

with  Mr.  Benfield's  agent  and  attorney ;  that  This  was  the  golden  cup  of  abominations ;  this 

is,  with  the  grand  contractor  (whom  I  name  to  the  chalice  of  the  fornications  of  rapine,  usury} 

honour)  Mr.  Richard  Atkinson ;  a  name  that  and  oppression,  which  was  held  out  by  the 

will  be  well  remembered  as  long  as  tlie  records  gorgeous  eastern  harlot;  which  «o  many  of  the 

of  this  house,  as  long  as  the  records  of  the  people,  so  many  of  the  nobles  of  this  land  had 

British  treasury,  as  long  as  the  monumental  drained  U»  the  very  dregs.    Do  you  think  that 

debt  of  England  shall  endure.  no  reckoning  was  to  follow  this  lewd  debauch  ? 

This  gentleman.  Sir,  acts  as  attorney  for  that  no  payment  was  to  be  demanded  for  thi» 

Mr.  Paul  Benfield.    Every  one  who  hears  riot  of  public  drunkenness  and  naitonal  prosit* 

me,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  sacred  friend*  tution?    Here!  you  have  it  here  before  yod.* 

ipip,  and  the  stea4y  mutual  attachment  that  The  principal  of  the  grand  election  numa^sr 

mhaists  between  him  and  the  present  minister,  must  be  indemnified ;  accordingly  the  daimr 

As  mauy  members  as  chose  to  attend  in  the  of  Benfield  and  bis  crew  must  be  pot  above  aft 

first  session  of  this  pariiam^t,  can  .best  tell  inquiry. 

tbcir  own  feelings  at  the  sctnes  which  were  For  several  years,  Benfield  appeared  as  tbs 

dien  acted.    How  much  that  honourable  gen-  chief  proprietor,  as  well  as  the  diief  agent,  di* 

was  consulted  in  the  original  frame  and  rector,  and  controuler,  of  this  ^stem  of  debC 
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TIm  ifwthy  ehmimui  of  the  ooniMuiy  has  is  the  grand  ooonterpoise  agmiost  all 
■tated  the  dahns  of  this  single  gentleman  on  coalitionB  of  these  interests.  A  single  Ben> 
the  nabob  of  Aicot,  as  amounting  to  five  hun-  field  outwei^  them  all ;  a  criminal,  who  kmg 
dred  thooaand  pound.*  Possibly  at  the  time  since  ought  to  have  fattened  the  region  kito 
of  the  chairman's  state  they  might  have  been  with  his  offal,  is,  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
as  hi^.  Eight  hundred  thousand  pound  had  enthroned  in  the  government  of  a  great  king- 
been  mentioned  some  time  before  ;7  and  ao-  dom,  and  enfeoCEKl  with  an  estate,  which  io 
cording  to  the  (Mraetiee  of  shifting  the  names  the  comparison  effaces  the  splendour  of  all  the 
of  crediton  in  these  transactions,  and  sodnciQg  nobility  of  Eurc^.  To  bring  a  little  more 
or  raising  the  debt  itself  at  pleasure^  I  think  it  distim^y  into  view  the  tru9  secret  of  this  dark 
not  impofliible,  that  at  one  period,  the.  .name  transaction,  I  beg  you  particulaily  to  advert  to 
of  Benfield  night  have  stood  before  those  the  circumstances  which  I  am  going  to  place 
frightful  figures.    But  my  besl.infiNrniatBon  before  you. 

goes  to  fix  his  diare  no  higher  than  four  bun-  The  general  corps  of  creditors,  as  well  as 

dred  thousand  pounds.    By  the  scheme  of  the  Mr.  Benfield  himself,  not  looking  well  into  fu- 

present  ministry  for  adding  to  the  principal  turi^,  nor  presaging  the  minister  of  this  day, 

twelve  per  cent,  fimn  the  year  1777  to  the  year  thought  it  not  expedient  for  their  common  in- 

1781,  four  hundred  thousand   pounds,  that  terest,  that  such  a  name  as  his  should  stand  at 

smallest  of  the  sums  ever  mentioned  fiv  Mr.  the  head  of  dieir  list.    It  was  ther^ore  agreed 

BenfieU,  wiU  form  a  capital  of  £.692,000  at  among  them,  that  Mr.  Benfield  should  dis- 

six  per  cent    Thus,  besides  the  arrears  of  appear  by  making  over  his  debt  to  Messrs. 

three  years,  amounting  to  £.106,600  (which,  Taylor,  Majendie,  and  Call,  and  should  in 

ai  &st  as  received,  may  be  legally  lent  out  at  return  be  secured  by  their  bond, 

twelve  per  eenL)  Benfidd  has  received  by  the  The  debt  thus  exonerated  of  no   great  a 

ministerial  grant  before,  an  annuity  of  £35,680  weight  of  its  odium,  and  otherwise  raduced 

a  year,  charged  on  the  public  revenues.  from  its  alarming  bulk,  the  agents  thought  they 

Our  mirror  of  ministers  of  finance,  did  not  might  venture  to  print  a  list  of  the  creditors, 
think  this  eneu^  for  the  services  of  such  a  This  was  done  for  the  first  time  in  the  year 
fi'iend  as  Benfield.  He  found  that  Lord  Ma-  1783,  during  the  duke  of  Portland's  administra- 
eartaey,  in  ocder  to  frighten  the  court  of  direo-  tion.  In  this  list  the  name  of  Bed^td  was 
Con  irom  the  project  of  obliging  die  nal|$>b  to  not  to  be  seen.  To  this  strong  negative  testi- 
give  soocar  security  for  his  debt,  assured  them,  mony  was  added  the  /iirther  tesdmony  of  the 
that  if  they  shoukl  take  that  stf^,  BenfieU  |  nabob  of  Arpot  Tbut  prince*  (or  rather 
Wflwid  infallibly  ha  the  soucar;  and  would  M^«  Benl^eld  ior  him^  writes  to  the  court  of 
thsnbjF  become  the  entire  master  of  the  Cfu^  4^rectors  a  letterf  full  of  complaints  and  aocQ- 
natic.  What  Lord  Macartney  thought  suifi-  satioiis  against  Lord  Macartney,  conveyed  ti 
ciest  to  deter  the  very  agfnts  and  partaken  ^such' terms  as  were  natural  for  one'  of  Me. 
with  Benfield  in  his  iniquities,  was  thejnduce-  Benfield's.  habits  and  edvicktibn  to  employ* 
nent  to  the  two.  right  honourable  geuitlemen  Among  the  rest  he  is  made  to  complain  of  his 
to  order  this  verysoucar  security  to  be  given,  'lordship's  endeavouring  to  prevent  an  inter- 
and  to  recall  Benfield  to  the  city  of  ,)Vfadcas,  course  dt  politeness  and  sentiment  between 
from  the  sort  of  decent  exile,  ipto  which -£e  iiinf  ajjjdf  Mr.  Benfield;  and  to  aggravate  the 
had  been  relegated  by  Lord  Macartney^  '.  You  jafirunt,  he  expressly  declares  Mr.  Benfield's 
must  th««fore  consider  BenfieUi^  as  .spupar  visits  to  be  only  on  account  of  respect  and  of 
security  for  £.480,000  a  year,  which  at  t^entF-  4p«titude,  as  no  pecuniary  transacticif  sub- 
four  per  cent,  (supposing  him  contented, ijciSli  ^sisted  between  them. 

that  profit)  will,  with  the  iiytefiestof  \^h  <fld  Such,  for  a  considerable  space  of  time,  was 

debt,  produce  an  annual  income)  dT^.l^j^j^  the  outward  form  of  the  loim  of  1777,  id  which 

a  year.                                  .  •       -'   i  •  n  ^'*  Benfield  had  no  sort  of  concern^'    At 

Here  is  a  specuogt^  of  thi»  Myt  hina  pure  length  intelligence  arrived  at  Madras,  that 

aristocracy  created  b^  the  right  honoura))le  *^ 

gentleman,§  as  the  support  of  the.crovj^  i(nd  ♦  Appendix,'i^o.  10. 

constitotion,  against  the  old,  comipt^refraetoJ^,  \    f  Dated  13th  October.    For  fVirther  lllaatn* 

see  lettera  frqm  t^e  nahpb  m  the  court  of  dlrse* 

*lir.  Smfch*s|ln)telit*L  ton,  dated  Ausust  letn,  Jlnd  September  7lh 

f  Madras  correspondence  on  this  subject.  1783,  dellirered  Dj^nffirl' JhiSMs  Macphersoa,  nl> 

: Appendix,  Np.  6. nister  to  the- nsraOb/'Jannarst  14th,  1784.    A^ 

'  »^|ht  honotirabt»"Winiam  Pltc.  peodiz,  No,4Qrrrv  . -•   r.   .  ^ 
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this  deb»,  ■HHuOt  h»a  »lway»  been  renoanoad  tfcMi  with  the  nabob  or  hU  minirten;  that  ia, 

by  the  court  of  dlMetor.,  was  rather  like  to  they  forbid  his  communKanon  with  the  nrj 

become  the  suBjedt  of  something  more  19w»  peiten  on  account  of  his  dealings  with  whom 

criminal  inquiry,   than  of  any  patronage  «  *^  permit  his  return  to  that  city.    To  ww- 

sanction  ftoA'  parliament    Every  ship  brMght  '«»?'  this  contradiction,  there  is  not  a  word  re- 

accounts,  one  strdteer  than  the  other,  of  IBe  straining  him  from  the  freest  in  er«)Uise  with 

prevalence  of  the  determined  enemies  of  the  the  nabob's  seeend  son,  the  real  author  of  all 

Indian  system.    The  public  revenues  became  that  U  done  tathe  nabob  s  n«« ;  v*o,  m 

an  objert  desperate  to  the  hopes  of  Mr.  Ben-  conjunction  wi**ji  very  B*"*^'  >»•"«• 

field;  he  therefore  resolved  to  fall  upon  his  quired  «  abs^te dommion over  that  nnhap- 

asso<!iates,  and,  in  vidaUon  oftliatfaith  *hich  py  man,  is  able  to  persuade  hun  «o  put  h« 

subsists  a^g  those  who  have«landoned  all  signature  to  Whatever  paper  *ey  P"*"*' "* 

other,  commences  a  suit  in  the  mar*>«tourt  often  without  any  ««»"«°'«^  ?;  *•  "^ 

against  Taylor,  Majendie,  and  CJMl,  for  the  tents.     This  mami^ment  was  d«t»'l«»   •« 

bSSd  given  to  him,  when  W  agreed  to  di4^l^  them  at  full  length  by  Lori  Macartney,  «h1 

pear  f«  his  own  benefit  as  well  as  that  of  the  they  cannot  prrtend  ignorance  of  it. 

?^mon  concern.    The  assignee,  of  hi,  debt,  «  I  believe,  after  th»  «^~  °ffi«^~ 

Who  littTe  expected  the  springihg  of  this  mine,  man  ean  en  Mtain  a  doubt  rf'*«  ««*'"« 

*ven  from  sud.  an  engiSeerVMr.  Benfield.  ministfe™  with  d»  ^^^Pl »"^  ^ 

after    recovering  their^first   alarm,    thought  hnquents  ». J"*'"  J^'J^^Tj^.^ 

it  best    to  tak?  ground   on  the  real  state  thonty  provide  «»  *"  ,™^ '"p"^.  f^' 

rfthe  transaction.    They  diviflged  the  whole  o,.  the  real  but  co«c«^ed  .^  rf  hi.  ^a«, 

mvstenr,  and  were  prepwed  to  plead  that  Uiey  widwut  regard  to  his  avowed,  public,  and  m- 

SKm  rece"  Jd  fL.  Mr.  Benfield  anj  tensible  pretence,   it  must  be  P;?"'-"*^ 

oAer  consideration  ibr  the  bond,  than  a  trans-  they  are  »^««*«^y  "f  jTi,,^^ 

fer.  in  trust  for  himself,  of  his  demand  on  the  tli.^  act  for  ii.m  on  the  «m.  fiaud^ent  p^ 

nabob  of  Arcot.    An  univer«J   indignation  c.pes  on  which  he  ac^  ^L^TlW  imwis-S 

arose  a.ainst  the  perfidy  of  Mr.  Benfield's  plain,  that  the  mmisters  *«»«  ™"3"W"?2 

S^edr^.Tuirev^t  ithesuit  was  looked  of  Benfield's  real  «"":»'«''  "^'«L^.^ 

S^»sS  certain,  that  Benfield  was  com-  used  mea»  ^^^':^^,^'^ 

pSled  to  retreat  as  precipiutely  »  he  had  answered  ^^J'^-^JJ'^'^J^ 

idvuiced boldly;  he  gave  up  his  bond,  and  person  "^."^ 'J^J'^X'^^lpAo^^l 

was  reinstated  in  his  original  demand,  to  wait  Bet «»™"' "f^enfold^  »  «^^^P^^ 

the  fortune  of  other  dumants.    At  that  time,  his  myrter.».    ^^^"''^^^H^ 

and  at  Madras,  this  hope  was  dull  indeed,  «»  «»,^S'n^\^  7^11^^^^ 
but  at,  home  another  scene  was  preparmg.  judge  wouM  •>«  "Tf  " 

It%as  long  before  any  public  account  of  man  who  '»d^5^*~S^'^shuflUn« 

this  discovery  at  Madras  had  arrived  m  Eng-  nounce  it.     vviui  "«»  "J^  damned   ^ 

Und,Xt  tfc  present  minister  and  his  boarf  W  prevancation  "^^.Tr^™ 

S-^froul,  thciight  fit  to  determine  on  the     ''"T '  !?'*»J'«'r'"r^"^^'S 
debtofim.    me  recorded  proceedings  at    but  in  order  te  anmiadvert  upon  proceedm|i 

thUttiraeknew  nothing  of  any  debt  to  Benfield.  «f  f^  ^''"f  ^  b.fe„  «.,  Mr.  Speaker. 
There  was  his  own  testimony ;  there  was  the        '.''"^ *™i?^f. ??Xiissi.  the eeaneotio^ 

tesULmy  of  the  lUt;  there  was  the  testimony  ^^l^'^'^'-'^^'^^^^MTA^^at  A. 

of  the  niob  of  Areot  against  it.    Tet  such  of  **  m«nB^"  "'*  M*^; f'^ 

was  the  ministers'  feeling  of  the  true  secret  P''""',,  •^•«^™ '  ?  ~  ,Kfidd ,  I  hav. 

of  this  t«u«»ction,  that  they  thought  proper.  «?"»««S!„Md'fe^o™nt  of  hi.  wejth, 

in  the  teeth  of  all  these  testimonies,  to  give  riiewn  .^'^^''^'f^e^C  interest,  to  pit.1 

him  licence  to  return  to  Madras.    He«  the  m  "f  "^8  *  ^S  ^^Sifrtavi  set  be- 

mmUters  were  imder  some  "nta-^mem.  ^  •^•^"^X'C  4^  »*•  <»••*, 

Confoimded  between  their  resdulira  of  re-  fcre  ?»"'  J7*' "' ,j^  \^^  concern  from  the 

waeding  the  good  services  of  Benfield's  fiiend,  "' P"^'f '  SSflibe^l  ^SLdnn  whiob 

a«a«iocialL  in  England,  «k1  the  rfiame  of  P*''«/y*V?^^'^'jSte,.     If  thi. 

sending  that  notorious  incendiary  to  the  court  he  .h"  "=**«^  *^^  le«l  you  «.- 

VT-nabob  of  Arcot,  to  renew  his  ntrigie,  ^^  '"^"^STe  ISS  Z  miniL  ha* 

against  the  British  government,  at  the  time  cesssaniy  to  codcim 
&j  aflthoriie  hU  return,  they  forbid  him  un-  ioosndU.  No.  «. 

dcr  the  severest  penalties,  firom  anyxonversa-  ♦  ABPawW. 
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paid  to  the  avarice  of  Benfield  the  services  under  that  discipline  alone  that  avarice  is  lUt 
done  by  Benfield's  connections  to  his  ambition,  to  spread  to  any  considerable  extent,  or  to  reD> 
I  do  not  know  any  thin^  short  of  the  confession  der  itself  a  general  public  mischief.  It  is  there- 
of the  party  that  can  persuade  you  of  his  guilt,  fore  no  apology  for  ministers,  that  they  hafe 
Clandestine  and  collusive  practice  can  only  be  not  been  bought  by  the  East  India  delinquents, 
traced  by  combination  and  comparison  dC  cir-  but  that  they  have  ooly  formed  an  alliaiK»  widi 
cumstances.  To  reject  such  combination  and  them  for  screening  each  other  from  justice,  ao* 
comparison  is  to  reject  the  only  means  of  de-  cording  to  the  exigence  of  their  several  Mcean- 
tecting  fraud;  it  is  indeed  to  give  it  a  patent  ties.  That  they  hare  done  so  is  evident;  and 
and  free  licence  to  cheat  with  impunity.  the  junction'  oTlhe  power  of  office  in  En^and, 

I  confine  myself  to  the  connection  of  minis-  with  tlie  abuse  oTauthority  in  the  east,  has  not 

ters,  mediately  or  immediately,  with  only  two  aa\y  prevented  even  the  appetfrance  «^pedresi 

persons  concerned  in  this  debt.    How  many  to  the  grievances  of  India,  trat  I  wish  it  may 

others,  who  support  their  power  and  greatness  not  be  found  to  have  dulled,  if  not'eriifigaished, 

within  and  without  doors,  are  concerned  ori-  the  honour,  the  candour,  the  generosity,'  fW 

ginally,  or  by  transfers  of  these  debts,  must  be  good  nature,  which  used  formerly  to  cltfife»- 

left  to  general  opinion.    I  refer  to  the  reports  terize  the  people  of  England.     I  confess,  I' 

of  the  select  committee  for  the  proceedings  of  wish  that  some  more  feelirtg  than  I  have  yet 

some  of  the  agents  in  these  affairs,  and  their  observed  for  the  sufferings  of  our  fellowerea' 

attempts,  at  least,  to  furnish  ministers  with  tures   and  fellow-subjects  in  that   oppressed 

the  means  of  buying  general  courts,  and  even  part  of  the  world,  had  manifested  itself  in  anj 

whole  parliaments,  in  the  gross.'*'  one  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  any  one 

I  know  that  the  ministers  will  think  it  little  large  description  of  men. 
less  than  acquittal,  that  they  are  not  charged         That  these  oppressions  exist,  is  a  fitft  n 

with  having  taken  to  themselves  some  part  of  more  denied,  than  it  is  resented  as  it  oug^tto 

the  money  of  which  they  have  made  so  liberal  be.    Much  evil  has  been  done  in  India  under 

a  donation   to  their   partisans,    though   the  the  British  authority.     What  has  been  done 

charge  may  be  indisputably  fixed  upon  the  cor-  to  redress  it?   We  are  no  longer  surprised 4 

ruption  of  their  politics.    For  my  part,  I  follow  any  thing.    We  are  above  the  unleanied  ud 

their  crimes  to  that  point  to  which  legal  pre-  vulgar  passion  of  admhraticHi.      Biit  it  idl 

sumptions  and  natural  indications  lead  me,  astonish  posterity,  when  they  read  our  opi* 

without  considering  what  species  of  evil  motive  nions  in  our  actions,  that  after  yeajfii  ef'ti* 

tends  most  to  aggravate  or  to  extenuate  the  quiry  we  have  found  out  that  the  isole  grievasM 

guilt  of  their  conduct.    But  if  I  am  to  speak  of  India  consisted  in  this,  that  the  servairtS  cl ' 

my  private  sentiments,  I  think  that  in  a  thou-  the  company  therfr  had  not  profited  enou^  ef 

•and  cases  for  one  it  would  be  far  less  mis-  their  opportunities,  iter  drained  'it  sUfiScieiii^ 

chievous  to  the  public,  and  full  as  little  dis-  of  its  treasnirds ;  w4len  they  shalF  hear  thatllM 

honourable  to  themselves  to  be  polluted  with  very  first  and  only  important  act  of  a  ofto- 

direct  bribery,  than  thus  to  become  a  standing  mission  specially  named  by  act  of  parlktaiMli 

auxiliary  to  the  oppression,  usury,  and  pecu-  is  to  charge  upon  an  undone  country,  in  fa*o# 

lation  of  multitudes,  in    order   to  obtain   a  of  a  handful  of  men  in  the  humblest  ranks  rf 

corrupt  support  to  their  power.    It  is  by  bri-  the  public  service,  the"  enormous  sum  of  per* 

bing,  not  so  oflen  by  being  bribed,  that  wicked  haps  lour  millions  of  Sterling  money, 
politicians  bring  ruin  on  mankind.    Avarice  is        It  is  difficult  for  the  inost  wise  and  uprigfit 

a  rival   to  the  pursuits  of  many.     It  finds  government  to  correct  the  abus^  of  remote 

a  multitude  of  checks,  and  many  opposers,  in  delegated  power,  productive  of  urimieasuree^ 

every  walk  of  life.    But  the  objects  of  ambition  wealth,  and  protected  by  the  boldness  a»f' 

are  for  the  few;  and  every  person  who  aims  strength  of  the  same  ill-got  riches.    These 

at  indirect  profit,  and  therefore  wants  other  abuses,  full  of  their  own  wild  native  vigour, 

protection  than  innocence  and  law,  instead  of  will  grow  and  flourish  tmder  mere  neglest 

its  rival  becomes  its  instrument.    There  is  a  But  where  the  supreme  authority,  not  ooAtent 

natural  allegiance  and  fealty  due  to  this  domi-  with  winking  at  the  rapacity  of  its  inferiour 

neering  paramount  evil,  from  all  the  vassal  instruments,  is  so  shameless  abd  eerru^  tf 

vices,  which  acknowledge  its  superiority,  and  openly  to  give  bounties  and  premiums  for  dis- 

readily  militate  under  its  banners ;  and  it  is  obedience  to  its  laws ;  when  it  will  not  trust  to 

the  activity  of  avarice  in  the  pursuit  of  its  own 

♦  Second  Report  of  Select  (General  SmJth»B)  8*"*" »  ^*»®'»  »^  secures  pubfic  robbery  by  afl 

Committee.  the  careful  jealousy  and  attention  with  which 
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it  oagbt  to  protect  property  from  such  violence »     others  led  to  his  own  power,  it  was  wise  to 

(he  commonwealth  then  is  become  totally  per-     enquire ;   it  was  safe  to  publish :  there  was 
verted  from  its  purposes;  neither  God  nor  man     then  no  delicacy;  there  was  then  no  danger, 
win  long  endure  itj  nor  will  it  long  endure     But  when  his  object  is  obtained,  and  in  his 
itselC    In  that  case,  there  is  an  unnatural  in-     imitation  he  has  outdone  the  crimes  that  he 
lection,  a  pestilential  taint  fermenting  in  the     had  reprobated  in  volumes  of  reports,  and  in 
eonstiUition  of  society,  which  fever  and  con-  sheets  of  bills  of  pains  and  penalties ;  then 
volsions  of  some  kind  or  other  must  throw  off;  concealment  becomes  prudence ;  aqd  it  Con- 
or in  which  the  vital  powers,  worsted  in  an  c^ms  the  safety  of  the  state,  that  w^  should 
unequal  struggle,  are  pushed  back  upon  them-  not  know,  in  a  mode  of  parliamentary  cogni- 
selves,  and  by  a  reversal  of  their  whole  funo-  zance,  what  all  the  world  knows  but  too  well, 
tioiis,  fester  to  gangrene,  to  death ;  and  instead  that  is,  in  what  manner  he  chooses  to  dispose 
of  what  was  but  just  now  the  delight  and  boast  of  tlie  public  revenues  to  the  creatures  of  his 
of  the  creation,  there  wiH  be  cast  out  in  the  politics. 

hce  of  the  sun,  a  bloated,  putrid,  noisome.         The  debate  has  been  long,  and  as  much  so 

carcass,  fiiU  of  stench  and  poison,  an  offence,  on  my  part,  at  least,  as  on  the  part  of  those 

a  horrour,  a  lesson  to  the  world.  who  have  spoken  before  me.    But  long  as  it 

In  my  opinion,  we  ought  not  to  wait  for  the  is,  the  more  material  half  of  the  subject  has 

fruitless  instruction  of  calamity  to  enquire  into  hardly  been  touched  on ;  that  is,  the  corrupt 

the  abuses  which  bring  upon  us  ruin  in  the  and  destructive  system  to  which  this  debt  has 

worst  of  its  forms,  in  the  loss  of  our  fame  and  been  rendered  subservient,  and  which  seems 

▼irtue.    But  the  right  honourable  gentleman*  to  be  pursued  with  at  least  as  much  vigour  and 

■ays,  in  answer  to  all  the  powerful  arguments  regularity  as  ever.    If  I  considered  your  ease 

of  my  honourable  friend — "that  this  inquiry  is  or  my  own,  rather  than  the  weight  and  impor- 

of  a  ddicate  nature,  and  that  the  state  will  tance  of  this  question,  I  ought  to  make  some 

watBer  detriment  by  the  exposure  of  this  trans-  apology  to  you,  perhaps  some  apology  to  my- 

•otion.''    But  it  is  exposed ;   it  is  perfectly  self,  for  having  detained  your  attention  so  long. 

known  in  every  member,  in  every  particle,  and  I  know  on  what  ground  I  tread.    This  snbject, 

Bi  every  way,  except  that  which  may  lead  to  a  at  one  time  taken  up  with  so  much  fervour  and 

ramedy.    He  knows  that  the  papers  of  corres-  zeal,  is  no  longer  a  favourite  in  this  house. 

poodence  are  printed,  and  that  they  are  in  The  house  itself  has  undergone  a  great  and 

erery  hand.  signal  revolution.     To  some  the  subject  is 

He  and  delicacy  are  a  lare  and  singular  co-  strange  and  uncouth  ;   to  several  harsh  and 

ifitioa.    He  thinks  that  to  divulge  our  Indian  distasteful ;  to  the  reliques  of  the  last  parlia- 

poUtiim,  may  be  highly  dangerous.    He !  the.  ment  it  is  a  matter  of  fear  and  apprehension. 

inpip«r:!  the  chaiinaan !  the  reporter  of  the  It  is  natural  for  those  who  have  seen  their  . 

csamittee  of  secji^oyi  he  that  brought  forth  friends  sink  in  the  tornado  which  raged  durii^ . 

in  tbe  utmost  detaij>f  io-. several  vast,  printed  the  late  shifV  of  the  monsoon,  and  have  hardly 

fiitkM,  the  most  recMvlite  parts  of  the  politics,,  escaped  on  the  planks  of  the  general  wreck, 

tbe  military,  the  revenusf  of  the  British  em-  it  is  but  too  natural  for  them,  as  soon  as  they 

|nre  in  India !   With,  mx  great  chopping  has-  make  the  rocks  and  quicksands  of  their  former 

tarda,!  each  as  lus^  as  an  infant  Herculea,  disasters,  to  put  about  their  new-built  barks, 

this  delicate  creature  blushes  at  the  sjght  p^r  and,  as  much  as  possible,  to  keep  aloof  from 

his  new  bridegroom,  assumes  a  virgin  del^-  this  perilous  lee  shore. 
cacy ;  or,  to  use  a  more  fit,  as  well  as  a  more        3ut  let  us  do  what  we  jglease  to  put  India 

poaiie  comparison,  the  person  so  squeamish,  from  pur  rhot^bts^we  can  do  nothing  to  sepa- 

■%:^id,  80  trembling  lest  the  winds  of  heaven  rate  it  from  ourpuUic  interest  and  our  natbnal 

ibo^ldrrisit  too  rou^ly,  is  e^qpanded  to  broad  reputation^    Our  attempts  to  banish  this  im- 

lonslBne,  exposed  like  the^.aoiw  of  imperial  portunate  duty,  will  only  make  it  return  upon 

^'^Sorji  lying  in  the  mud  with  all  the  prodigies  us  again  and  ^gain,  and  every  time  in  a  shape 

nfhrnr  fertility  i|bout  her,  as  evidence  of  her  more  unpleasant  than  the  former.    A  govern- 

delicate  amoun — THginta  capUumfaius  enixa  ment  baa  been  fabricated  for  that  great  pro- 

jmedndf  alba  toio  rBeubaM.albi  drcum  ubera  vince.;  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  says, 


>  ri 


that  thereibre  you  ought  not  to  examine  into 
Whilst  discovery  of  the  misgovemment  of     its  conduct.    Heavens!  what  an  argument  is 

this !    We  are  not  to  exanune  into  the  conduct 


J..: 


*Mr.  Dnndas.    !■>  k    --'  ^  ^^  dhrection,  because  it  is  an  old  govern- 

\  Wx  Bepons.ef-t^f'  Cpjniniv^cvof  Secrecy.      ment:  we  are  not  to  examine  into  this  board 
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of  eoDtrool  beeante  it  is  a  new  one.    Then  acts?   But  if  the  leeiie  on  the  odwr  nfe  of 

we  are  only  to  ezamine  into  the  conduet  of  the  globe,  which  tempts,  invites,  aUnost  oom- 

those  who  have  no  coodiiet  to  aooount  lor.  peb  to  tyranny  and  rapine,  be  not  inspected 

Unfertunately  the  basis  of  this  new  government  with  the  eye  of  a  severe  and  unremkting  vigi- 

has  been  laid  on  old  ooodenmed  delinquents,  lance,  ■hame  and  destmctioa  must  ensue.  For 

and  its  superstructure  is  raised  out  of  pros»-  one,  the  worst  event  of  this  day,  though  it  may 

cnlors  turned  into  protectors.    The  event  has  deject,  shall  not  break  or  subdue  me.    The 

been  such  as  might  be  expected.   But  if  it  had  call  upon  us  is  Mithoritative.    Let  who  will 

been  otherwise  constituted ;  had  it  been  con-  shrink  back,  I  ahall  be  fowid  at  my  post, 

stituted  even  as  I  wished,  and  as  the  mover  of  Baffled,  discountenanced,  subdued, discredited, 

this  question  had  planned,  the  better  part  of  as  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  is,  it  will 

the  proposed  establishment  was  in  the  puUi-  be  only  the  dearer  to  me.    Whoever  therefore 

dty  of  its  proceedings;  in  itR  perpetual  re-  shall  at  any  time  bring  before  you  any  thing 

sponsibility  to  parliament.  Without  this  chedE,  towards  the  rdief  of  our  distressed  feOow- 

what  is  our  government  at  home,  even  awed,  citixens  in  India,  and  towards  a  subvwsion  of 

as  every  European  government  is,  l^  an  au-  the  present  most  corrupt  and  oppressive  system 

dience  formed  of  the  other  states  of  Europe,  for  its  government,  in  me  shall  find,  a  weak,  I 

by  the  applause  or  condemnation  of  the  dis-  am  afirud,  but  a  steady,  aarowt,  ud  fidtfafid 

oenuttg  and  critical  oompany  before  which  it  assistant. 
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No.  1.  Andbe  it  enacted  1^  the  authority  afoiesaid, 

CLAUSES  OP  MR.  PITT'S  BILL.  *^*^  *•  «"<*  commissioners,  or  any  two  of 

-o  t-      J  4.  c          OM  ihcm,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  impowered  to 

Referred  to  from  p.  885.  ^^^^^j^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  fraudulent  pnu> 

jfypomUng  Commiamnen  to  mtquin  tnfo  tht  tices,  or  other  misconduct,  committed  by  anj 

fie»i  gratui^fP€rjuisUe»t€nu)lumeiUMf  votuA  person  or  persons  concerned  in  the  manage- 

are,  or  haoe  been  lately  y  rtodved  in  the  aevertd  ment  of  any  of  the  offices  or  departments  here- 

pubSetifioeB  theran  mentioned ;  to  examine  into  inbefore  mentioned :  and,  for  the  better  ezeco- 

0^  abueee  u>hich  may  exiet  m  f^  sosic^  ^.  tionof  this  present  act,  the  said  commissiooen, 

or  cpiy  taw  of  them*  an  hereby  authtorifed  towien 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  and  eU,Jrom  time  to  time,in*uch place  or plam 

may  be  lawfol  to  and  for  the  said  commission-  ae  they  AaUjhd  most  oontwuenl,  wiA  or  wUh- 

ers,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  out  o^^otiniment,  and  to  eend  theu-  prtc^  or 

isopowered,  authorized,  and  required,  to  esro-  preeqtte,  under  theu"  handa  and  eeala^  Jbr  a^ 

nune  tq>on  oaOi  (which  oath  they,  or  any  two  pereonorptreont  whateoeoeryondjor  euek  AeoJbi, 

of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer)  p<qiere,  torkinge,  or  reeerde,  ae  (h^  ehaU  judge 

the  several  persons,  of  a«  descripUons,  belong-  neceeeary  far  thetr  k^armatiim,  rda&ng  to  any 

ing  to  any  of  the  officers  or  departments  before  qf  the  qgkoe  or  deparUnenU  hvMtefan  mm- 

mentioned,  and  all  other  pereone  whom  thesaid  tioned;  and  all  bailie  eonlto6^,  ^miffe  ami 

commissioners,  or  anytwoof  them,  shall  think  other  hie  majee^etateera^vehmebyrequked  to 

fit  to  examine,  touching  the  bueineee  of  each  obey  and  eaeaute  tudi  ordere  ffinrf  nriiftiH  «/&>** 

office  or  department,  and  thefeee,  gratukiee,  eaid,  ae  dudl  be  eent  to  thorn  or  earn  ^  thm  by 

perqtdmUe,  and  emohimente  taken  therein^  and  the  emd  eommieeionen    »  oiwlani  of  tktm, 

touching  all  other  mattera  and  things  neces-  tauekmg  thevremioee.  ' 
sary  for  the  execution  of  the  powers  vested  in 

the  said  commissioners  by  this  act ;  aU  whkh  — 
pereone  are  hereby  required  and  directed  puno  APPENDIX,  No.  2. 
toially  to  attend  the  said  commissioners,  at  euA  Refemd  to  fi«m  n.  38fi. 
Hme  and  place  aeih^iOr  any  two  efthemtehaU  , 
appoint,  andaleoto  obeerve  and  eateeute  audi  ^^^^^  **'  ^^wr  ■  lasxn. 
erdare  and  dkreOiona  as  the  said  commissioners,  Mb/  Georox:  Smith  being  asked.  Who- 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  or  give  for  the  ther  the  debts  of  the  nabob  of  Axtiot  have  la- 
purposes  before  mentioned,  creased  since  he  knew  Madits?  be  said,  Yss, 
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(bey  have.    He  digtinj^iriies  his  debts  into  this  deht  was  given  for  the  pmposes  mentitefld 
two  sorts ;  those  contracted  before  the  year  in  the  above  question,  but  he  does  not  know 
1766,  and  those  contracted  fi^m  that  year  to    that  it  was  so. — Being  asked,  Whetlier  itwte 
the  year  in  which' 'he  left  Madras. — ^Being  the  general  opinicm  of  the  settlement?  he  sud, 
•sked,  What  he  thinks' is  the  original  amount  He  cannot  say  that  it  was  the  general  opinioB| 
of  the  iAd  debts?  he  said,  Between  twenty-  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  considerable  part  of 
three  and  twenty-four  lacs  of  pagodas,  as  well  the  settlement.    Being  asked,  Whether  it  was 
as  he  can  recoUecL — ^Being  asked,  What  was  the  declared  opinion  of  duMte  that  were  can- 
dle amount  of  that  debt  when  he  left  Madras?  cemed  in  the  debt,  or  those  that  were  not  ?  ha 
he  said,  Between  four  and  fi«4'  lacs  of  page-  said,  It  was  the  c^inion  of  both  parties,  at 
das,  Mifh&  iAidf^ood. — ^Biifttt  a^ed,  What  least  such  of  them  as  he  conversed  with.— • 
was  Am  amonn^of  the  new  debt  when  he  left  Being  asked.  Whether  he  has  reason  to  be* 
Madcfsf  fie  sa^,'  In  Noveitaber,  1777,  that  lieVe  that  the  interest  really  paid  by  the  nabobs 
d^  tadoitiHoi^t  accc^rding  to  the  nabob's  own  upon  obligations  given,  or  money  lent,  did  not 
aocdunt,  anil  (AiUished  at  Chipauk,  his  place  frequently  exceed  twelve  per  cent.? — he  said, 
oTr^aftlence,  to  sixty  lacs  of  pagodas,  inde-  Prior  to  the  first  of  August,  1774,  he  bad  had 
pcodept^c/the  old  debt,  od  i^ich  debt  of  sixty  reason  to  believe,  that  a  higher  interest  than 
lacs  of  pagodas,-  fte  nabob  did  agree  to  pay  twelve  per  cent,  was  paid  by  the  nabob,  on 
an  interest  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. —  monies  lent  to  him ;  but  from  and  after  that 
Being  asked,  Whether  this  debt  was  i^jn-oved  period,  when  the  last  act  of  parliament  took 
of  by  the  court  of  directors  ?  he  said,   He  place  in  India,  he  does  not  know  diat  more 
does  not  know  it  was. — Being  asked.  Whether  than  twelve  per  cent,  had  been  paid  by  the 
the  old  debt  was  recognized  by  the  cyurt  of  nabob,  or  received  from  him. — Being  asked, 
directors  ?  he  said.  Yes,  it  has  been ;  and  the  Whether  it  is  not  his  opinion,  that  die  nabofi 
court  of  directors  have  sent  out  repeated  orders  has  paid  more  than  twelve  per  cent,  for  money 
to  die  president  and  couocil  of  Madras,  to  en-  due  since  the  first  of  August,  1774?  he  said, 
Sftqe  its  r^very  and  pajibeht. — Being  asked,  He  has  heard  that  he  has,  but  he  doet ^ot 
fif  die  int««stupon  the  new  debt  is  punctually  know  it. — Being  asked.  Whether  he  has  been 
jflRB^  he  said.  It  was  not  during  his  residence  at  told  so  by  any  considerable  and  weighty  au- 
lSidras,'from  1T77  to  1779,  in  which  period  he  thority,  that  was  like  to  know  ?  he  said.  Ho 
tliUbf  fio  mdre'than  fSve  per  cent,  interest  was  has  been  so  informed  by  persons  who  he  be* 
pnid;  m  lfiff(irent  dividencb  of  two  and  one  per  lieves  had  a  very  good  opportunity  of  knosving 
cent.' — Being  asked,  What  is  the  usual  course  it-^Being  asked,  Whether  he  was  ever  told 
tftlftSi  %y  IM  nabob,  concemihg  the  arrears  oi  so  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot  himself?  he  said, 
MM^?  bo'said,  Not  havin]gever  lent  him  He  does  not  recollect  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
ttbbies  hittUKSitf  he  cannot  folly  answer  as  to  the  directly  told  him  so,  but  from  what  he  said,  he 
fllMof  setfting  the  interest  with  him.  did  infer  that  he  paid  a  higher  interest  than 
"^fittfie  asked,  Whether  he  has  reason  to  be-  twelve  per  cent. 

HMbIdii  sixty  lacs  irf*  pagodas  was  all  princi-        Mr.  Smith  being  asked,  Whether,  in  the 

|Affttibney  really  and  truly  advanced  to  the  course  of  trade,  he  ever  sold  any  thing  to  the 

nabob  of  Arctot,  tN*  ti  fictitious  capital,  made  nabob  of  Arcot?  he  said,  In  the  year  1775 

up  of  obligalicms  gi^^  by  him,  Where  no  mo^  he  did  sell  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot  pearls  to  the 

aey  or  goods  w'bre  r^ctet^ed^  or  which'  was  'id-  amount  of  32,500  pagodas,  for  which  the  nabob 

creased  by  die  unitfaffio^  it  a  greater  intco^st  gave  him  an  order  or  tankah  on  the  country 

than  the  twelve  per  cent,  expressed  to  be  due  of  Tanjore,  payable  in  six  months,  without 

ointbe  capita],  lM>  said.  He  has  no  reason  to  interest.-^Bein;;  asked,  Whether,  at  the  tisoi 

klAieve  that  the  'sunk  of  sixty  lacs  of  pagodas-  he  asked  the  nabob  his  price  for  the  pearls',  t&^ 

iMMknf  in  money  or  goods  to  the  nabob,  be-  nabob  beat  down  that  price,  as  dealers  com* 

cause  that  sum  he  thinks  is  of  mote  value 'thift  monly  do?  he  said.  No;  so  far  from  it,  he 

all  the  money,  goods,  and  chattels  in  the  set-  offered  him  inore  than  he  asked  by  1,000  pa- 

ticment ;  bu^^he^ioes  not  know^n  what  mode  godas,  and  which  he  rejected.    Being  asked, 

(M-  manner  this^Mitof  the  nabob's  was  incurred  Whether  in  settling  a  transaction  of  discount 

or  accumulalid.-i  -Beiiig  asked,  Whether  it  with  the  nabob's  agvrtt,  he  was  not  offered  a 

was  not  a  gei)flr%).Apd^ell-grounded  opinion  greater  discount  than  twelve  per  oent.  he  said, 

at  Madras,  that  a  great  part  of  this  sum  was  In  discounting  a  soucar's  bill  for  180,000  pO)> 

accumulated  bjf  oti^B^tioos,  and  was  for  ser-  godas,  the  nabob's  agent  dNh offer  Mm  a  dith 

vices  perfenned  or  to  be  perfbftned  for  the  count  of  twenty-four  per  cent.'  jper'annttnif 

laabob?  he  itaid,  He  has  heard  that  a  part  of  saying,  that  it  was  the  usual  rate  of  diMoont 
Vol.  I.— 87 
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paid  bf  tlw  nbob;  but  whidi  fie  woald  not  gnidaiice,  we  stUI  think  it  aecesHuy  to  coSecC 

accept  of,  thinking  himsetf  confined  by  the  act  and  digest,  in  a  summary  report,  those  trans* 

of  parliament  Umitinj;  the  interest  of  monies  to  actions  in  the  management  of  the  assigned 

twelve  per  cent,  and  accordingly  he  discounted  revenue,  which  have  principally  engaged  our 

the  bill  at  twelve  per  cenL  per  annum  cnly.^-  attention,  and  which,  upon  the  proceeding,  are 

Being  adied.  Whether  he  does  not  think  those  too  much  intermixed  wkh  <Ntflnary  occoirences 

offers  were  made  him,  because  the  nabob  to  be  readily  traced  and  understood, 

thought  he  was  a  person  of  some  consequence  Such  a  report  may  be  (brroed  with  the  greater 

m  the  settlement?  be  said,  Being  only  a  pri-  propriety  at  this  time,  when  your  kHrdahip,  &c 

vate  merchant,  he  apprehends  that  the  offer  have  been  pleased  to  conclude  your  arraajse- 

was  made  to  him  more  from  its  being  a  gene*  ments  for  the  rent  of  several  of  the  nabob's 

iml  practice,  than  from  any  opinion  (S*  his  im-  distrwts.    Our  aim  in  it  is  briefly  to  explain 

poftanee.  the  state  of  the  Camatic  at  the  pnriod  sf  the 

_..  nabob's    assignment;  the  particular  causes 

which  existed,  to  the  prejudice  of  that  assign- 

AFPENDIX,  No.  S,  nent,  aHer  it  was  made;  and  the  measures 

Referred  to  from  p.  S0O.  which  your  lordship,  &c.  have,  upon  our  re- 

A  bill  for  the  better  government  of  the  terri-  comniendation,  adopted  for  removing  A« 

torial  possessions  and  dependencies  in  India.  "^^l  ««*  "Producing  a  more  reguUr  and  be- 

*^^                      '^  nencial  system  of  management  hi  the  country. 

lOTUofMr.FMi8lndiabUU.l  Hyder   Ali  having  entered    the   Camatic 

AMD  be  it  fiirther  enacted  by  the  authority  with  his  whole  force,  about  the  aiidifle  of  July, 

aforesaid,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  the  nyah  1780,  and  employed  fire  and  sword  in  its  de- 

of  Tanjore,  or  any  other  native    protected  struction  for  near  e^teen  months  before  the 

prince  in  India,  shall  not  assign,  mortgage,  or  nabob's  assignment  took  j^ace,  it  will  not  be 

pledge  any  territory  or  land  whatsoever,  or  the'  difficult  to  conceive  the  state  of  the  country  at 

produce  or  revenue  thereof,  to   any  British  that  period.    In  those  provinces  which  were 

subject  whatsoever ;  neither  shall  it  be  lawful  fudly  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  horse,  scarce 

to  and  for  any  British  subject  whatsoever  to  a  vestige  remained  cither  of  popolatioa  or 

take  or  receive  any  such  assignment,  mortgage,  agriculture :  such  of  the  roiseraUe  ii^iabitanti 

or  pledge ;  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  as  escaped  Ae  fiiry  of  the  sword  were  either 

to  be  null  and  void ;  and  all  payments  or  deli-  carried  into  the  Mysore  coimtry,  or  lefl  to 

veries  of  produce  or  revenue,  under  any  ajch  struggle  under  the  horrours  of  fiimine.    The 

assignment,  shall  and  may  be  recovered  back  Arcot  and  Trichinopoly  districts  began  early 

by  auch  native  prince  paying  or  delivering  the  to  feel  the  effects  of  diis  desolatii^  war.   Tin* 

same,  from  the  peraon  or  persons  receiving  the  nevelly,  Madura,  and  Ramnacbiporum,  though 

■ame,  or  his  or  their  representatives.  little  infested  with  Ryder's  troops,  became  a 

prey  to  the  incursions  of  the  Mygars,  who 

"'■"'*'"  stript  them  of  the  greatest  part  rf  the  reve- 

APPENDIX,  No.  4  n««> ;  Ongole,  Nellore,  and  Palnaud,  the  only 

_  .             .  remaining  districts,  had  suffered  but  in  a  smaH 

Referred  to  from  p.  399  and  403.  degree. 

(copy.)  The  misfortunes  of  war,  however,  were  not 

Z7&1  Mo^t  1782.  the  cmly  evils  which  the  Camatic  experienced. 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  assigned  Reve-  The  nabob's  aumildars,  and  other  servaBt8,ap- 

nue,  to  the  President  and  Select  Committee,  P«w  *<>  have  taken  advantage  of  the  general 

dated  27Ui  May,  1782;  with  comparative  confusion  to  enrich  themselves.    A  very  small 

statement,  and  minute  thereon.  ?««  ^  l^e  revenue  vras  aocoonted  for ;  and  so 

mtue  oJFort  St.  (xwrge.  j^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^jj^^  is  no  way 

My  Lord,  and  Grentlemen,  exaggerated,  the  company  took  charge  of  the 

Altroitoh  we  have,  in  obedience  to  your  assigned  countries.    Their  prospect  of  reliet 

commands  of  the  6th  January,  regularly  laid  from  the  heavy  burthens  of  the  war,  was  in- 

befbre  you  our  proceedings  at  large,  and  have  deed  but  little  advanced  by  the  nabob's  ooo- 

occasimially  addressed  you  upon  such  points  as  cession;   and    the  revenues  of  the  Camatie 

required  your  resolutions  or  mders  (or  our  seemed  in  dangj^r  of  being  inreooverabiybrti 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  PRECEDING  SPEECH.                     410 

a  apeedy  and  entire  change  of  iyitem  menta  appeared,  by  the  nabob*B  own  accounts, 

coukl  be  adopted.  to  be  one  lac  of  rupees  more  than  the  receipts. 

On  our  minutes  of  the  21st  January,  we  In  other  districts,  the  charges  were  not  in  so 
treated  the  subject  of  the  assignment  at  some  high  a  prc^rtion,  but  stiti  rated  on  a  most  ex- 
length,  and  pointed  out  the  mischiefe  which,  in  travagant  scale ;  and  we  saw,  by  every  account 
addition  to  the  effects  of  the  war,  had  arisen  that  was  Ikought  before  us,  the  absolute  neces- 
from  what  we  conceived  to  be  wrong  and  op-  sity  of  retrenching  considerably  in  all  the 
pressive  nianageroent.^-We  used  the  freedom  articles  of  expense. 

to  surest  an  entire  iteration  in  the  mode  of  Our  own  reason,  aided  by  such  inquiries  as 

realizing  the  revenues.    We  proposed  a  consi-  we  were  able  to  make,  suggested  the  altera- 

deraUe  and  immediate  reduction  of  expenses,  tions  we  have  recommended  to  your  lordship, 

and  a  total  change  of  the  principal  aumildars  &c.  under  this  head.    You  will  observe,  that 

who  had  been  employed  under  the  nabob.  we  have  not  acted  sparingly ;  but  we  chose 

Our  ideas  had  the  good  fortune  to  receive  rather,  in  cases  of  doubt,  to  incur  the  hazard 
your  approbation ;  but  Uie  removal  cf  the  na-  of  retrenching  too  much,  than  too  little ;  hom 
bob's'  servants  being  thought  improper  at  that  cause  it  would  be  easier,  after  any  stated 
particular  period  of  the  collections,  we  em-  allowance  for  expenses,  to  add  what  mi^t  be 
pbyed  our  attention  diiefly  in  preserving  what  necessary,  than  to  diminish.  We  hope,  how- 
revenue  was  left  the  country,  and  acquiring  ever,  there  will  be  no  material  increase  in  the 
such  materidb  as  might  lead  to  a  more  perfect  artides  as  they  now  stand. 
knowledge  of  its  former  and  present  state.  One  considerable  charge  upon  the  nabob's 

These  pursuits,  as  we  apprehended,  met  country  was  for  extraordinary  sibbendies,  se- 

with  great  obetructions  from  the  conduct  of  the  poys,  and  horsemen,  who  appeared  to  us  to  be 

nabofa^s  servants.    The  orden  they  received  a  very  unnecessary  incumbrance  on  the  reve- 

were  evaded  under  various  pretexts ;  no  atten-  nue.    Your  lordship,  &c.  have  determined  to 

tion  was  paid  to  the  strong  and  repeated  ap-  receive  such  of  these  people  as  will  inlist  into 

plications  made  to  them  for  the  accounts  of  the  company's  service,  and  discharge  the  rest, 

their  management ;  and  their  attachment  to  This  measure  will  not  only  relieve  the  country 

the  oonpai^s  interest  appeared,  in  every  of  a  heavy  burthen,  but  tend  greatly  to  fix  in 

instance,  so  feeMe,  that  we  saw  no  prospect  the  company  that  kind  of  authority,  which  is 

whatever  of  success,  but  in  the  appointment  requisite  for  tlie  due  collection  of  the  revenues, 

of  renters  under  the  company's  sole  authority.  *     In  consequence  of  your  determination  re- 

Upon  this  principle  we  judged  it  expedient  spectins  the  nabob's  sepoys,  &c.  every  charge 

to  recommend,  that  such  of  die  nabob's  di»-  luider  that  head  has  been  struck  out  of  our 

trids  as  were  in  a  state  to  be  farmed  out,  account  of  expenses.    If  the  whole  number  of 

might  be  immediately  let  by  a  public  adver-  these  people  bo  enlisted  by  the  company,  there 

tisement,  issued  in  the  company's  name,  and  will  probably  be  no  more  tnan  sufficient  to  com- 

cireutated  through  every  province  of  the  Car-  plete  their  ordinary  military  establishment, 

natic;  and  with  the  view  of  encouraging  bid-  But  should  the  present  reduction  of  the  nabob's 

ders,  we  proposed,  that  the  countries  mi^t  be  artillery  render  it  expedient,  after  the  war,  to 

advertised  for  the  whole  period  of  the  nabob's  make  any  addition  to  the  company's  estaUish- 

assignment,  and  the  security  of  the  company's  ment,  for  the  purposes  of  the  assigned  coun- 

protectioii  promised,  in  the  fullest  manner,  to  tries ;  the  expense  of  such  addition,  whatever 

such  persons  as  might  become  renters.  it  be,  must  be  deducted  from  the  present  ao- 

This  plan  had  the  desired  effect;  and  the  count  of  savings. 

attempts  which  were  secretly  made  to  coun-  In  considering  the  charges  of  the  several 

teract  it,  afforded  an  unequivocal  proof  of  its  districts,  in  order  to  establish  better  regula- 

necessity  :  but  the  advantages  resuhing  'fi^m  tions,  we  were  careful  to  discriminate  those 

itwere  more  pleasingly  evinced,  by  the  number  incurred  for  troops  kept,  or  supposed  to  be 

of  proposals  that  were  delivered,  and  by  the  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  from 

terms  which  were  in  general  offered  for  the  those  of  the  sibbendy,  servants,  &c.  for  the 

districts  intended  to  be  farmed  out.  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  the  collection  of 

Having  so  ftr  attained  the  purposes  of  the  the  revenues,  as  well  as  to  pay  attention  to 
assignm«it,  our  attention  was  next  turned  to  such  of  the  established  customs  of  the  country, 
the  heavy  expenses  entailed  upon  the  different  ancient  privileges  of  the  inhabitants,  and  pub- 
provinces;  and  here,  we  confess,  our  astonish-  lie  charities,  as  were  necessarily  allowed,  and 
meat  was  raised  to  the  highest  pitch.  In  the  appeared  proper  to  be  continued ;  but  ^ich, 
Trieliinopoly  country,  the  standing  disburse-  under  the  nabob's  government,  were  not  oqjtji 
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rated  moch  higher,  bat  had  been  blended  under 
ooe  confused  fuad  ahnost  unintelligible  title  of 
Expenses  of  the  Districts;  so  joined,  perhaps, 
to  afford  pleas  and  means  of  secreting  and 
i^ipropriating  great  part  of  the  reyenues  to 
other  purposes  than  fairly  appeared ;  and  cer^ 
tainly  betraying  the  utmost  neglect  and  mis- 
management, as  giving  latitude  ibr  every  spe- 
cies of  fraud  and  oppression.  Such  a  system 
has,  in  the  few  latter  years  of  the  nabob's  ne- 
cessities, brought  all  his  countries  into  that 
situation,  from  whidi  nothing  but  the  most 
rigid  GBConomy,  strict  obseryance  of  the  coih 
duct  of  managers,  and  the  most  conciliating 
attention  to  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  can 
possibly  recover  them. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  lay  before  your 
lordship,  &c.  the  indosed  statemmit  of  the 
sums  at  which  the  districts  lately  advertised 
have  been  let,  compared  with  the  accounts  cS 
their  produce  delivered  by  the  nabob,  and  en- 
tered on  our  proceedings  of  the  21st  January. 
Likewise  a  comparative  view  df  the  former 
and  present  expenses. 

The  nahob^B  accounts  of  the  produce  of  these 
districts  state,  as  we  have  some  reason  to 
think,  the  sums  which  former  renters  engaged 
to  pay  to  him  (and  which  were  seldom,  if  ever, 
nuide  good)  and  not  the  sums  actually  produced 
by  the  districts;  yet  we  have  the  satis&ction  to 
observe,  that  the  present  a^regate  rents,  upon 
an  average,  are  equal  to  those  accounts.  Ycur 
lordship,  &c.  cannot  indeed  expect,  that,  in 
the  midst  ofthe  danger,  invasion,  and  distrestf, 
which  assail  the  Gametic  on  every  tide,  the 


rentors  now  appdnted  will  be  able  at  piosum 
to  fulGl  the  terms  of  their  leases;  but  we  tiost, 
from  the  mcnisures  we  have  taken,  that  veiy 
little,  if  any,  of  the  actual  ooUe«tiotis  will  be 
lost,  even  during  the  war ;  and  that  on  the 
return  of  peace  and  tranqaiUify,  the  renters  wiB 
have  it  in  their  power  fiifiy  to  porform  thev 
respective  agreements. 

We  much  regret  that  tibe  sitostion  of  the 
Aroot  provinee  wiH  not  admit  of  the  same  set- 
tlement which  haa(  been  made  fbrthe  other  dis* 
tricts ;  but  the  enemy  being  in  posde^noa  of 
the  capital,  together  if^ith  several  other  strong 
hold^,  and  having  entiiely  desdatedthe  coun- 
try, there  is  little  room  to  hope  for  mote  fitm 
it,  than  a  baresobsAstence  to  the  few  garriaocis 
we  have  left  there. 

We  shall  not  Ihil  to  give  our  atteotioo  ti>> 
wards  obtaiitiflg  eveiy  infermaxion  respeetiag 
this  pnmiiee,  thM  the  present  tinMis  wt&  per- 
mit ;  and  to  talce  tHe  fibrsC  op)>ortimit|r  to  {wo- 
pose  such  arrangements  for  tha  managemeiit 
as  we  mtay  thidc  eligible. 

We  have  the  hcxiour  to  be 
Tour  most  obedient 
Humble  servants^, 

'Charles  Oaklst» 
Etles  Irwin, 
Hajlii  PiAnsuB., 

DaVII>  HALIBURTOa, 

,Geor0e  Mofbrat. 
F<Sit  St.  George,  &7th  Mey,  1788. 
A  tilled  copy, 


ft- 
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APPENDIX,  Xo.  5.  [This  mn  is  by  tb«  ministry  girea  over 

IUfi:rr«d  lo  &om  p.  404.  to  the  mercy  of  persons  capable  of  m^ 

. ,  cfaeqtesoQhim,**iDailaica0ilofinett^f7a(wAaoa, 

Case  of  ortam  Persora  renting  the  aasi^  amlmdtfinmee  to ddcefton."    What  is  Bkdy 

Land*  unJer-^eaathontyofthe  East  India  to  happen  to  him  and  the  rest  of  the  rictiins, 

Company.  „^y  ipp^r  by  the  following] 
Extr^t  of  a  LiMerfrom  tkt  Prtaidai  end 

GmMol  of  F^  Sl  Gtorgtj  2itk  Mag,  UtUr  to  Clhs  Gooermmr  General  and  Comal, 

1783.  Marth  ISih,  1782. 

"  Oyr.  of  ibem  [the  renter?]  Ram  Chmider 

Rans,  teas  indeed  one  of  those  onibrtonata  "  Thk  speedy  terminatko  to  which  the  peo- 

rajahs,  whise  countrr.  Ay  being  near  to  the  p»e  were  taught  to  look,  of  the  company's  iiit«w 

terrilanet  of  the  i^Aob,  ixiexieA  irs  tide  to  in-  ^^f^oc^  u»  l»>e  revenues,  and  the  yengeaoM 

dependence:  and  became  the  prer  of  ambiiioa  Aawonced  against  those  who,  contraiy  to  the 

and  cupiditT.     This  man,  thou^  not  able  to  ^oan^»^  of  the  dorfaar,  should  be  connected 

resist  the  ainpanv*s  arms,  employed  in  meh  a  ^^  *«»»  "  reported  by  Mr.  Suliyan,  may, 

deerftft/WMMViiutfa^abm^hadindustrrand  •»  much  as  the  (brmer  exacUoos  and  oppres- 

abiUty.    He  acquired,  *y  •  «nes  of  seiriees,  sions  of  the  nabob  in  die  revenue,  as  reported 

evw  the coo6dence  of  the  nabob;  whosuffered  *>7  *•  commander  in  chief,   have  deterred 

bimto/eiUopar/o/rteeowifryofwteAAeAarf  ■omeof  the  fittest  men  fixmi  offering  to  be  cos- 

deprived  kirn  of  the  property.    This  man  had  c«n«l  m  ><• 

affiirded  no  motive  (or  his  rejection  bv  the  na-  "The  traud  disposition  of  die  Hindooof 

bob,  but  that  of  being  readv  to  engkge  with  tives  of  this  country  was  not  likely  to  be  b«o- 

the  company ;  a  motive  most'powerful  indeed,  »»"«  ^  the  specunen  of  that  vengeance  giwa 

bat  not  to  be  avowed.'*  ^7  ^  excellency  the  amor,  who,  upon  the 

[This  is  the  person  whom  the  English  in-  ™«*^  rumour  that  a  Bramin,  of  the  name  of 

struments  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  have  had  the  Appagee  Row,  had  given  proposals  to  the 

audacity  to  charge  with  a  corrupt  transaction  company  for  the  renterahip  of  Vellore,  had  the 

with  Lord  Macartney ;  and,  in  support  of  that  temerity  to  send  for  bun,  and  to  put  bin  m 

charge,  to  produce  a  forged  letter  firom  his  confinement. 

kirdship's  steward.    The  charge  and  letter  "  A  man  thus  seized  by  the  nabob's  seapojfi 

the  reader  may  see  in  this  appendix,  underthe  "^'^^^  ^  ""^^  ^  Madras,  gave  a  general 

proper  head.    It  is  asserted,  by  the  unfortunate  *^"™  ?  ^^  government  found  it  necessary  to 

prince  above  mentioned,  that  the  company  first  promwe  »be  protecUon  of  the  company,  in  order 

settled  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel  under  the  to  cahn  the  apprehensions  of  the  people." 
protection  of  one  of  his  ancestors.    If  this  be 

true  (and  it  is  far  from  unlikely)  the  world  ""^"^ 
mtist  judge  of  the  return  the  descendant  has 

met  with.    The  caseofanotherof  the  victims,  APPENDIX,  No.  6. 

given  up  by  the  ministry,  though  not  altogether  Referred  to  fi-om  p.  404. 

io  -triking  as  the  former,  is  worthy  of  atten-  E:,,^  of  a  Utter  Jwm  the  CauncU  and  SAd 

tion    Itisthatoftherenteroftheprovmceof  ConJuee  at  Fort  St.  George,  to  the  Gmm^ 

«r^^   ..  ,  ...    .      .         -*    nour  General  and  Cwnea,  doled  iSth  my, 

"  It  18  with  a  wantonness  of  falsehood,  and  1783. 

indifference  to  detection,  asserted  to  you,  in 

proof  of  the  validity  of  the  nabob's  objecticMis,  Iif  the  prosecution  of  our  duty,  we  besi«Hi 

that  this  man's  failures  had  already  ^Nrced  us  you  to  consider  as  an  act  of  strict  and  necet' 

to  remove  him ;   though  in  fact  he  has  ccm-  sary  justice,  previous  to  reiteration  of  your 

tinned  invariably  in  office ;  though  our  greatest  orders  for  the  surrender  of  the  asBignmeat,  hem 

mtppUea  have  been  recavedfrom  Hm ;  and  that,  far  it  would  be  likely  to  affect  third  persona, 

in  the  disappointment  of  your  remittances  [the  •  who  do  not  appear  to  have  committed  way 

remittances  frcMn  Bengal]  and  of  other  re^  breach  of  their  engagements.    Toa  command 

sources,  the  species  sent  usyrom  Nellore  alone  us  to  compel  our  aumils  to  dellvw  over  their 

has  sometimes  enabled  us  to  carry  on  the  pub-  respective  charges  as  shall  be  appointed  bj 

lie  business ;  and  that  the  present  expedition  the  nabob,  or  to  retain  their  trust  inder  hsi 

ofa'nsff^JFVencA  must,  without  (^assistance  sole  authority,  if  he  shall  choose  to  ooofinn 

from  the  assignment,  have  been  laid  aside,  or  them.    These  aimiils  are  really  rentan,  tber 

delayed  tmtil  it  might  have  become  too  late."  were  appointed  in  the  room  of  the  anbon 
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aumils,  and  contrary  to  his  wishes ;  thej  have  of  authority,  was  at  all  times  particularly 
already  been  rejected  by  him,  and  are  there*  affected  by  the  nabob  ."—it  is  the  language  of 
fore  not  likely  to  be  confirmed  by  him.  They  all  acts  of  state,  and  all  public  transactions, 
applied  to  this  goremment,  in  consequence  of  among  the  mussulman  chiefs  of  Hindostan.  The 
public  advertisements  in  our  name,  as  posses-  nabob  thought  to  have  gained  no  inconsider- 
sing  in  this  instance  the  joint  authority  of  the  able  point,  in  procuring  the  correspondence  frran 
nabob  and  the  company,  and  have  entered  into  our  predecessors  to  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  to  be 
mutual  and  strict  covenants  with  us,  and  we  changed  from  the  Maratta  language,  which 
with  them,  relative  to  the  certain  districts  not  that  Hindoo  prince  understands,  to  the  Per- 
actually  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy ;  by  sian,  which  disclaims  understanding.  To 
which  covenants,  as  they  are  bound  to  the  force  the  rajah  to  the  nabob's  language,  was 
pfonctual  payment  of  their  rents,  and  due  gratifying  the  latter  with  a  new  species  of 
management  of  the  country,  so  we,  and  our  subserviency.  He  had  formerly  contended 
constituents,  and  the  public  faith,  are  in  like  with  considerable  anxiety,  and  it  was  thought 
manner  bound  to  maintain  them  in  the  enjoy-  no  inconsiderable  cost,  for  particular  forms  of 
ment  of  their  leases,  during  the  continuance  of  address  to  be  used  towards  him  in  that  lan- 
ibe  term ;  that  term  was  fbr  five  years  agree-  guage.  But  all  of  a  sudden,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
«bly  to  the  wOTds  of  the  assignment,  which  Benfield,  he  quits  his  former  affections,  his 
tledare  that  the  time  of  renting  shall  be  fbr  habits,  his  knowledge,  his  curiosity,  the  in- 
^ree  or  five  years,  as  the  govemour  shall  set-  creasing  mistrust  of  age,  to  throw  himself  upon 
lie  with  the  renters. — Their  leases  cannot  be  the  generous  candour,  the  faithful  interpreta- 
legally  torn  fi'om  them.  Nothing  but  their  pre-  tion,  the  grateful  return  and  eloquent  organ  of 
Tioos  breach  of  a  part  could  justify  our  breach  of  Mr.  Benfield ! — Mr.  Benfield  rdates  and  reads 
the  whole ;  such  a  stretch  and  abuse  of  power  tohat  he  j^eases  to  his  excellency  ike  Ameer  ttl 
woold  indeed  not  only  savour  of  the  assump-  Omrah — hie  excellency  communicates  wUh  the 
tioD  of  sovereignty,  but  of  arbitrary  and  oppres-  na6o6  his  father,  m  the  language  Ae  latter 
•ive  despotism.  In  the  present  contest,  whe-  tmderstands.  Through  ttvo  dumnds  so  pure, 
ther  the  nabob  be  guilty,  or  we  be  guilty,  the  the  truth  mnst  arrive  at  the  nabob  in  perfect 
renters  are  not  guilty.  Whichever  of  the  con-  r^nement;  through  this  double  trust,  his  highr- 
tending  parties  has  broken  the  condition  of  ness  receives  whatever  impression  it  may  be  oon^ 
the  assignment,  the  renters  have  not  broken  venient  to  vtake  on  him :  he  abandons  his  signch 
die  condition  of  their  leases.  These  men,  in  ture  to  whatever  paper  they  tell  him  contains,  in 
conducting  the  business  of  the  assignment,  the  English  tanguage,-the  sentiments  with  tJtieh 
have  acted  in  opposition  to  the  designs  of  the  they  had  inspired  him.  He  thus  is  surrounded 
nabob,  in  despite  of  the  menaces  denounced  on  every  side.  He  is  totally  at  their  mercy,  to 
against  all  who  should  dare  to  oppose  the  man-  believe  what  is  net  true,  and  to  subscribe  to  what 
dates  of  the  durbar  justice.  Gratitude  and  he  does  not  mean.  There  is  no  system  so  new, 
humanity  require  that  provision  should  be  so  foreign  to  his  intentions,  that  they  may  not 
made  by  you,  before  you  set  the  nabob's  minis-  pursue  in  his  name,  withoiU  possibility  ofdeteo' 
ters  loose  on  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  tion  :  for  they  are  cautious  of  who  approach  him, 
the  victims  devoted  to  their  vengeance.  and  have  thought  prudent  to  decline,  for  him, 
Mr.  Benfield,  to  secure  the  permanency  of  the  visits  of  the  govemour,  even  upon  the  usual 
his  power,  and  the  perfection  of  his  schemes,  solemn  and  acceptable  occasion  of  delivering 
thou^t  it  necessary  to  render  the  nabob  an  to  his  highness  the  company's  letters.  Such 
absolute  stranger  to  the  state  of  his  affairs,  is  the  complete  ascendency  gained  by  Mr,  Ben- 
He  assured  his  highness,  that  full  justice  was  ^dd.  It  may  be  partly  explained  by  the  facts 
not  done  to  the  strength  of  his  sentiments,  and  observed  already  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Ben- 
the  keenness  of  his  attacks,  in  the  translations  field  himself  in  regard  to  the  nabob,  of  the 
that  were  made  by  the  company's  servants  infirmities  natural  to  his  advanced  age,  joined 
from  the  original  Persian  of  his  letters.  He  to  the  decays  of  his  constitution.  To  this 
therefore  proposed  to  him,  that  they  should  ascendency,  in  proportion  as  it  grew,  must 
fbr  the  future  be  transmitted  in  English. — Of  chiefly  be  ascribed,  if  not  the  origin,  at  least 
the  English  language  or  writing  his  highness,  the  continuance  and  increase,  of  the  nabob's 
or  the  ameer,  cannot  read  one  word,  though  disunion  with  this  presidency;  a  disunion 
tfie  latter  can  converse  in  it  with  suflScient  which  creates  the  importance,  and  subserves 
floency.  The  Persian  language,  as  the  Ian-  the  resentments  of  Mr.  Benfield;  and  an  os- 
gnage  of  the  Mahomedan  conquerours,  and  of  eendena/  whuJi,  if  you  ^eti  the  surrender  of 
iboooart  of  Delhi,  at  an  appoidage  or  signal  (fte  assignment,  will  enftrd^  lean^  the  eaardm 
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^pm^,  mtimeaamtUdiam^firtmB,  (d  hu        U  the  Selea  CemmiUee,  reUoioe  to  At  Sfot-' 
hoMndkm  ditentkm;  t»  himt  and  to  tke  .Ameer^        nmet  and  State  of  the  Country,  4^.  ^, 


ulrOmrah,  amd  to  Stfed  Aseam  Cawn,  the  ae* 

mgnmad  wuld  in  fact  be  tttrrendered.     HE  dth  May,  178^. 

WILL  (IP  ANY)   BE  THE  SOUCAR 

SECURITY ;  and  teeurity  m  this  country  ia  Wiluau  Pkt&ie,  Esq.  attending  aocor- 

»imtenoeured  by  poeaeeman.     You  wnM  mt  diag  to  order,  was  asked,  In  what  statioD  he 

ehoooe  to  take  the  astignmentjrom  the  omnpmufj  was  in  the  company's  service?  he  said.  He 


to  gnm  it  to  indkodmide.  Of  the  in^Nntqiriety  of  went  to  India  in  the  year  1765,  a  writer  upon 
its  retoming  to  the  nabob,  Mr.  Benfield  wocdd  the  Madras  establishment ;  he  was  employed, 
BOW  again  argue  from  his  fi>mier  obseivations,  during  the  former  war  with  Hyder  Aii,  in  the 
thai  under  his  hi^mess's  management,  his  capacity  of  paymaster  and  commissary  to  part 
coontry  declined,  his  feople  emigrated,  his  of  the  army,  and  was  afterwards  paymaster  and 
reteones  decreased,  and  his  country  was  ra-  oommissary  to  the  army  in  the  first  siege  of 
pidly  approaching  to  a  state  of  political  inaol-  Tanjore,  and  the  subsequent  canopaigns ;  then 
vency.  Of  Syed  Assam  Cawn,  we  judge  only  secretary  to  the  secret  department  fiom  1772 
from  the  obserratians  this  letter  already  con-  to  1775 ;  he  came  to  En^bmd  in  1775,  and  re- 
tains. But  of  the  other  two  persons  [Ameer-  turned  again  to  Madras  the  beginning  of  1778 ; 
id-Omrah  and  Mr.  Benfield]  we  undertake  to  he  was  resident  at  the  durbar  of  the  rajah  of 
dodare,  not  as  parties  in  a  cause,  or  even  as  Tanjore  from  that  time  to  the  mcmth  of  May; 
voluntary  witnesses,  but  as  executive  officers,  and  from  that  time  to  January  1780  was  chief 
reporting  to  you,  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  of  Nagore  and  Carrecal,  the  first  of  which  was 
and  under  the  impression  of  the  sacred  (ribligar*  received  from  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  se- 
tion  which  binds  us  to  truth,  as  well  as  to  jo»-  cond  was  taken  from  the  French. — ^Being  a^ed, 
flee,  tiiat,  from  every  observation  of  their  prin-  Who  sent  him  to  Tanjore  ?  he  said,  Sir  Tho- 

e^s  and  dispositions,  and  every  infermatien    mas  Rumbold,  and  the  Secret  Committee. 

of  their  character  and  conduct,  they  have  pro;  Being  then  asked,  Upon  what  errand  ?  he  said, 

aecoted  projects  to  the  injury  and  danger  cf  He  went  first  up  with  a  letter  frx>m  the  compa- 

the  company  and  individuals ;  that  it  tooultf  be  ny  to  the  r^ah  of  Tanjore ;  he  was  direi^ed  to 

tBiproper  to  truet,  and  dangeroue  to  emfloy  give  the  rajah  the  stroi^st  assurances  that  he 

l^hrai,  in  any  pttkUc  or  important  situation;  ^uU  shwdd  be  kept  in  possessiooof  his  country,and 

1^  trmquUlity  of  the  Camatie  requiree  a  ro-  every  privil^  to  whidi  he  had  been  reaiored; 

etraini  to  the  pemer  of  the  cuneer ;  and  that  Ae  he  was  likewise  (|irected  to  negotiate  with  the 

eouqkmyy  tehoee  eerviee  and  protection  Mr,  Bet^-  raji^  of  Tanj(Mre  for  the  cession  of  the  seaport 

J!dd  ha$  repeatedly  and  receiiflhf  forfeUcdi  wndd  and  district  of  Nagore,  in  liei^  of  the  town  and 

be  mare  aecure  againat  danger  and  oot^unonf  jf  district  of  Devicotta,  which  he  had  promised 

he  were  removed  from  their  several preridendeB.  to  Lord  Pigot:  these  were  the  principal,  and 

[After  the  above  solemn  declaration  firom  so  to  the  best  of  his  recdlection  at  present  the 

weighty  an  authority,  the  principal  ol^ect  of  only  objects  in  view,  when  he  was  first  sent  up 

that  awful  and  deliberate  warning,  instead  of  to  Tanjore.    In  the  course  of  his  stay  at  Tan- 

"  being  removed  frpm  the  Bev6ral  presidencies,*'  jore  other  matters  of  business  occurred  be- 

is  licensed  to  return  to  oqe  of  the  principal  of  tween  the  compuiy  and  the  n^ah,  which  came 

tl)Ofe  presideneiea,  and  the  grand  the^re  of  the  under  his  management  as  resident  at  that  dur* 

operations  on  account  of  wUch  the  presidency  bar.     Being  asked.   Whether  the  rajah  did 

recommends  his  total  removal.     The  reason  deliver  up  to  him  die  town  and  the  annexed 

given  is  for  the  accommodation  of  that  very  districts  of  Nagore  voluntarily,  or  whether  he 

ddit  which  has  been  the  chief  instrument  of  his  was  forced  to  it  ?  he  said,  When  he  made  the 

dangerous  practices,  and  the  main  cause  of  aU  first  proposition  to  the  rajah,  agreeable  to  the 

Ifan  coofiwions  in  the  company's  govenunoat.]  directions  he  had  received  from  the  secret  com- 
mittee at  Madras,  in  the  most  free,  open,  and 

— — —  liberal  manner,  the  rajah  told  him  the  seaport 

of  Nagore  was  entirely  at  the  service  of  hii 

APPENDIX,  No.  7*  benefaotora  the  company,  and  that  he  was 

happy  ^l  having  that  oppcwtunity  of  testifying 

Bflferred  to  firom  p.  406,  and  p.  408.  his  ^ntitude  to  them;  these  may  be  supposed 

to  be  words  of  courap,  but  6pm  «veiy  ecperi- 

lHaCnocte  from  the  Evidgnee  of  Mr,  PetriSf  Ude  ence  which  he  had  pf  the  niah'a  mind  and 

Besidont/ar  the  Compati^  at  Tat^e,  given  conduct,  whilst  he  was  ai  Tvp^of^,  he  has  riSr 
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BOO  to  believe  that  his  declarations  of  gratitude  that  they  were  let  at  Madras  in  consequence 
to  the  cc«npany  were  perfectly  sincere ;  he  of  public  advertisements  which  had  been  made 
speaks  of  the  town  of  Nagore  at  present,  and  a  there:  he  believes,  indeed,  there  were  very 
certain  district,  not  ofthe  districts  to  the  amount  few  men  in  those  districts  responsible  enough 
of  which  they  afterwards  received.  The  rajah  to  have  been  entrusted  Vvith  the  management  of 
asked  him,  To  what  amount  he  expected  a  jag-  those  lands.  Being  asked,  Whether,  at  the 
hire  to  the  c(xnpany :  And  the  witness  further  time  he  was  authorised  to  negotiate  for  Na- 
■aid,  That  he  acknowledged  to  the  committee  gore  in  the  place  oi  Devicotta,  Devicotta  was 
that  he  was  not  instructed  upon  that  head;  given  up  to  the  rajah?  he  said,  No. — Being 
that  he  wrote  for  orders  to  Madras,  and  was  asked.  Whether  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  did  not 
directed  to  ask  the  rajah  for  a  jaghire  to  a  cer-  frequently  desire  that  the  districts  of  Am6  and 
tain  amount ;  that  this  gave  rise  to  a  long  nego-  Hanymantygood6  should  be  restored  to  him 
ciatioo,  the  rajah  representing  to  him  his  in-  agreeable  to  treaty,  and  the  company's  (orders 
ability  to  make  such  a  gift  to  the  company  as  to  Lord  Pigot?  he  said.  Many  a  time ;  and  he 
the  secret  committee  at  Madras  seemed  to  ex-  transmitted  his  representations  regularly  to 
pect;  Di^ile  he  (the  witness)  on  the  other  hand,  Madras. — Being  then  asked.  Whether  Uiose 
was  directed  to  make  as  good  a  bargain  as  he  places  were  restored  to  him  ?  he  said.  Not 
could  (or  the  company.  From  the  view  that  while  he  was  in  India. 
he  then  took  of  the  rajah's  finances,  firom  the  Being^  asked.  Whether  he  was  not  autho- 
ntuatioQ  of  his  country,  and  from  the  load  of  rized  and  required  by  the  presidency  at  Ma- 
debt  which  pressed  hard  upon  him,  he  believes  dras  to  demand  a  large  sum  of  money  over  and 
he  at  difierent  times,  in  his  correspondence  above  the  four  lacs  of  pagodas  that  were  to 
with  the  government,  represented  the  necessity  be  annually  paid  by  a  grant  of  the  rajah,  made 
of  their  being  moderate  in  their  demands,  and  in  the  time  of  Lord  Pigot  ?  he  said.  He  was ;  to 
it  was  at  last  agreed  to  accept  of  the  town  of  the  amount,  he  believes,  (^  four  laps  of  pago- 
Nagore,  valued  at  a  certain  annual  revenue,  das,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  deposit- 
and  a  jaghire  annexed  to  the  town,  the  whole  mcHiey. — Being  asked.  Whether  the  rajah  did 
anaounting  to  2,50,000  rupees. — ^Being  asked,  not  frequently  plead  his  inability  to  pay  that 
Whether  it  did  turn  out  so  valuable  ?  he  said,  money  ?  he  said.  He  did  every  time  he  men- 
He  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  would  turn  out  more,  tioned  it,  and  complained  loudly  of  the  demand, 
as  it  was  let  for  more  than  that  to  farmers  at  — ^Being  asked.  Whether  he  thinks  those  corn- 
Madras,  if  they  had  managed  the  districts  pro-  plaints  were  well  founded  ?  he  says.  He  thinks 
perly,  but  ihey  were  atrangers  to  the  manners  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  was  not  only  not  in  a 
ond  ciutoma  of  the  people ;  when  they  came  state  of  ability  to  pay  the  deposit-money,  b|it 
down  they  oppressed  the  inhabitants,  and  threw  that  the  annual  payment  of  four  lacs  of  pago- 
the  whoiejduirictinto  confusion ;  the  inhabitants,  das  was  more  than  his  revenues  could  a&rd.— 
nuavfofthem,  lejl  the  country,  and  deserted  the  Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  not  frequency 
cultivation  of  their  lands,  of  course  the  farmers  obliged  to  borrow  money,  in  order  to  pay  the 
were  disappointed  of  thdr  collections,  and  they  instaUnents  of  the  annual  payments,  and  such 
haoe  since  faHed,  and  the  oompany  have  last  a  parts  as  he  paid  of  the  deposit  ?  he  said,  Yes, 
considerable  part  of  what  the  famwrs  were  to  pay  he  was. — Being  asked,  Where  he  borrowed 
far  the  jaghire.  Being  asked.  Who  these  the  money  ?  he  said,  He  believes  principally 
fiurmers  were  ?  he  said.  One  of  them  was  the  from  soucars  or  native  bankers,  and  8oi)[>e  at 
renter  of  the  St.  Thom6  district,  near  Madras,  Madras,  as  he  told  him.— rBeing  asked,  Whe- 
and  the  other,  and  the  most  responsible,  was  a  ther  he  told  him  that  his  credit  was  very  good) 
Madras  dubash. — Being  asked,  Who  he  was  and  that  he  borrowed  upon  moderate  interest? 
ddbash  to?  he  said,  To  Mr.  Cassmajor.  he  said.  That  he  told  him  he  found  great  diffi- 
Being  asked,  Whether  the  lease  was  made  culties  in  raising  money,  and  was  obliged  to 
upon  hi|^er  terms  than  the  district  was  rated  borrow  at  a  most  exoibitant  iiciterest,  even 
to  hira  by  the  rajah  ?  he  said.  It  was. — ^Being  some  of  it  at  48  per  c^it.  and  he  believes  not 
tbeo  utked,  What  reason  was  assigned  why  a  great  deal  under  it :  he  desired  him  {the  wOf- 
the  district  was  not  kept  under  the  former  ness)  to  speak  to  one  qf  the  soucars  or  bankers  qf 
HUOMigement  by  amikiars,  or  let  to  persons  in  Tanjore,  to  accommodate  him  with  a  loan  if 
tfie  Tanjore  coimtry  acquainted  with  the  dis-  money ;  that  num  shewed  him  an  account  between 
triet?  be  said.  No  reasons  were  assigned :  he  him  and  the  rajah,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
WM  directed  firom  Madras  to  advertise  them  he  charged  46  per  cent.besides  compound  interest. 

to  be  let  to  persons  of  the  country ;  but  before     Being  asked,  Whether  the  sums  due  were 

Iw  leceifed  any  proposal,  he  received  accounts  large  ?  he  said.  Yes,  they  were  oonsiderabb ; 
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Though  he  doet  not  recollect  the  amount. —  pmtj,  any  ngorj  done  to  that  aiiBt  eMeotUly 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  banker  lent  the  affect  aH  tlie  other  works  in  the  oooatry ;  it  is 

money?  he  said,  He  would  not,  unless  the  amoatstiipeiidoua  piece  of  masomy;  but  from 

witness  could  procure  hira  payment  of  his  old  the  very  great  floods  fireqii«itly  requiring  ie> 

arrears.  pairs,  which  if  neglected  not  only  the  ezpeose 

Being  asked.  What  notice  did  the  govern-  of  repcdrin^  must  be  greatly  increased,  bnt  a 

ment  of  Madras  take  of  the  king  of  Tanjore's  general  injury  done  to  the  whole  oountry/- 

representations  of  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  Being  asked,  Whetb«*  that  dam  has  beea  kqit 

his  inability  to  pay  ?  he  said,  He  does  not  in  as  good  preserratioo  since  the  prenkaoe 

recollect  that,  in  their  correspondence  with  of  the   English    goremment   as  befiire?  be 

him,  there  was  any  reasoning  upon  the  sub-  said,  From  his  own  knowledge  he  camot  teO, 

ject ;    and   in  his  correspondence  with    Sir  but  from  erery  thing  be  has  read  or  heard  of 

Thomas    Rumbold,  upon  the  amount  of  the  the  former  proeperi^and  <yulence  of  the  kiap 

jaghire,  he  seemed  very  desirous  of  adapting  of  Tanjore,  he  diould  suppose  notr-Bdug 

Uie  demand  of  government  to  the  rajah's  cir-  asked,  Whether  he  does  not  know  of  sereral 

cumstances ;  but  whilst  he  stayed  at  Tanjore,  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  prevent  tha 

the  rajah  was  not  exonerated  from  any  part  of  repair,   and  even  to   damage  the  work?  in 

his  burthens. — Being  asked,  Whether  they  ever  said,  the  n^ah  himself  frequently  ooraphined 

desired  the  rajah  to  make  up  a  statement  of  of  that  to  him,  and  he  has  likewise  faeard  it 

his  accounts,  disbursements,  debts,  and  pay-  from  others  at  Tanjore. — Being  asked,  who 

ments,  to  the  company,  in  order  to  ascertain  it  was  that  attempted  those  acts  of  violence? 

whether  the  country  was  able  to  pay  the  in-  he  said,  He  was  told  it  was  the  udiabitants  of 

creasing  demands  upon  it?  he  said.  Through  the  nabob's  country  adjoining  to  the  Anicot.— 

him  he  is  certain  they  never  did. — Being  then  Being  asked.  Whether  they  w««  not  set  oo 

asked,    If  he    ever  heard  whether  they  did  or  instigated  by  the  nabob  ?  he  answered,  The 

through  any  one  else  ?  he  said,  He  never  did.  rajah  said  so. — ^And  being  asked.  What  st^ 

Being    asked.   Whether  the  rajah  is  not  the  president  and  council  took  to  punish  ^ 

bound  to  furnish  the  cultivators  of  land  with  authors,  and  prevent  those  violences?  he  said, 

seed  for  their  crops,  according  to  the  custom  to  the  best  oi  his  recollection,  the  govemour 

of  the  country?  he  said.  The  king  of  Tanjore,  told  him  he  would  make  inquiries  into  it,  but 

(uprcprietm' of  the  land,  always  makes  advances  he  does   not  know  that  any  inquiries  were 

of  money  ftr  seed  for  the  cultivation  qfthe  land,  made :  that  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  the  fover- 

—Being  then  asked,  If  money  beyond    his  nour,  informed  him  that  he  bad  laid  his  repre* 

power  of  furnishing  should  be  extorted  from  sentations  with  respect  to  the  Anient  beifbra 

him,  might  it  not  prevent,  in  the  first  instance,  the  nabob,  who  denied  that  his  people  had 

the  means  of  cultivating  the  country?  he  said,  given  any  interruption  to  the  repairs  of  that 

It  certainly  does,  he  knows  it  for  a  fad ;  and  he  work 

knows  that  when  he  l^  the  country  there  were  . 

Beveral  districts  whidi  were  uncultivated  from  *"*  May. 

that  cause.    Being  asked.  Whether  it  is  not  Being  asked.  What  he  thinks  the  real  dear 

necessary  to  be  at  a  considerable  expense  in  receipt  of  the    revenues    of  Tanjore  were 

order  to  keep   up    the  mounds  and  water-  worth  when  he  left  it?  he  said,  He  cannot 

courses  ?  he  said,  A  very  considerable  one  an-  say  what  was  the  net  amount,  as  he  does  not 

nucdly. — Being  asked,    What   would  be  the  know  the  expense  of  the   rajah's  coUectioa, 

consequence  if  money  should  fail  for  that?  he  but  while  he  was  at  Tanjore  he  understood 

said,  In  theftrU  instance  the  country  would  be  from  the  rajah  himself,  and  from  his  ministen, 

partially  supplied  toifA   vxUer,   some   di^ricts  that  the  gross  collection  did  not  exceed  nine 

would  be  oveijlowed,  and  others  would  be  parched,  lacs  of  pagodas,  (£360,000.) — ^Being  asked, 

---Being  asked.  Whether  there  is  not  a  con-  Whether  he  thinks  the  country  coukl  pay  the 

siderable  dam  called  the  Anicut,  on  the  keeping  eight   lacs  of  pagodas  which  had  been  de- 

up  of  which  the  prosperity  of  the  country  manded  to  be  paid  in  the  course  of  one  year? 

greatly  depends,  and  which  requires  a  great  he  said,  Clearly  not. — Being  asked.  Whether 

expense  ?  he  said.  Yes,  there  is ;  the  whole  of  there  was  not  an  attempt  made  to  rwoiofe  the 

the  Tanjore  country  is  admirably  well  supplied  rajah's  minister,  upon  some  delay  in  payment 

with  water,  nor  can  he  conceive  any  method  of  the  deposit?  he  said.  The  govemow  of 

oould  be  fallen  upcm  more  happily  adapted  to  Madras  wrote  to  that  effect,  which  he  rapre- 

the  cultivation  and  prosperity  of  the  country ;  sented  to  the  nyah^— Being  adced.  Who  waf 

but,  as  the  Anicut  is  the  source  of  that  pros-  mentioned  to  succeed  to  the  minister  that  then 
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I,  in  case  he  should  be  removed  ?  he  said,  informed  by  the  rajah,  or  by  others,  at  Tanjore 

When  Sir  Hector  Munro  came  afterwards  to  or  Madras,  that  Mr.  Beofield,  whilst  he  ma- 

Tanjore,  the  old  daubiere  was  mentioned,  and  naged  the   revenues  at  Tanjore,   during  the 

recommended  to  the  rajah  as  successor  to  his  usurpation  of  the   nabob,  did  not  treat  the 

then  dewan. — Being  asked,  Of  what  age  was  inhabitants  with  great  rigour  ?   he  said.  He 

the  daubiere  at  that  time '/  he  said,  Of  a  very  did  hear  from  the  rajah,  that  Mr.  Benfield  did 

great  age,  upwards  of  fourscore. — Being  asked,  treat  the  inhabitants  with  rigour  during  the 

Whether  a  person  called  Kanonga  Saba  Pilla  time  he  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  adminis- 

was  not  likewise  named?  he  said.  Yes,  he  tration  of  the  revenues  of  Tanjore. — Being 

was,   he  was  recommended  by  Sir  Thomas  asked,  if  he  recollects  in  what  particulars  ?  he 

Rumbold ;  and  one  recommendation,  as  well  said.  The  rajah  particularly  complained,  that 

as  I  can  recollect,  went  through  me. — Being  grain  had  been  delivered  out  to  the  inhabitants, 

asked,   What  was  the   reason  of  his  being  ror  tlie  purposes  of  cultivation,   at  a  higher 

rec(Mnmended  ?  he  said.  He  undertook  to  pay  price  than  the  market  price  of  grain  in  the 

<iflr  the  rajah's  debts,  and  to  give  security  for  country;  he  cannot  say  the  actud  difference 

tiie  regular  payment  of  the  rajah's  instalments  of  price,  but  it  struck  him  at  the  time  as  some- 

to  the  company.*— Being  asked.  Whether  he  thing  very  considerable. — Being  asked,  Whe- 

ofiered  to  give  any  security  for  preserving  the  ther  that  money  was  all  recovered  from  the 

eountry  from  oppression,  and  for  supporting  inhabitants?  he  said.  The  rajah  of  Tanjore 

the  dignity  of  the  rajah  and  his  people  ?  he  told  him,  that  the  money  was  all  recovered  from 

id,  He  does  not  know  that  he  did,  or  that  it  the  inhabitants. — Being  asked,  Whether  he 
asked  of  him. — ^Being  asked,  Whether  he  did  not  hear  that  the  nabob  exacted  from  the 
a  person  agreeable  to  the  rajah?  he  said,  country  of  Tanjore,  whilst  he  was  in  posses- 
He  was  not. — Being  asked,  Whether  he  was  sion  of  it  ?  he  said.  From  the  accounts  which 
not  a  person  who  had  fled  out  of  the  country  he  received  at  Tanjore,  of  the  revenues  for  a 
to  avoid  the  resentment  of  the  rajah?  he  said,  number  of  years  past,  it  appeared,  that  the 

He  was. Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  not  nabob  collected  from  the  country,  while  he  was 

charged  by  the  rajah  with  mal-practices,  and  in  possession,  rather  more   than  16  lacs  of 

breach  of  trust  relative  to  his  effects  ?  he  said,  pagodas  annually  ,*  whereas  when  he  was  at 

He  was ;   but  he  told  tlie  govemour  that  he  Tanjore,  it  did  not  yield  more  than  9  lacs.— 

would  account  for  his  conduct,  and  explain  Being  asked.  From  whence  that  difibrence 

erery  thing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  rajah. —  arose?  he  said,  When  Tanjore  was  conquered 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  rajah  did  not  con-  for  the  nabob,  he  has  been   told  that  many 

aider  this  man  as  in  the  interest  of  bis  ene-  thousand  of  the  native  inhabitants  fled  from 

mies,  and  particularly  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  the  country,  some  into  the  country  of  Myscnre, 

and  Mr.  Benfield  ?    he  said.   He  does  not  and  others  into  the  dominions  d[  the  Marat- 

recollect  that  he  did  mention  that  to  him ;  he  tas ;  he  understood  from  the  same  authority, 

remembers  to  have  heard  him  complaim  of  a  that  while  the  nabob  was  in  possession  of  the 

transaction  between  Kanonga  Saba  Pilla  and  country,  many  inhabitants  from  the  Camatic, 

Bfr.  Benfield ;  but  he  tcVi  him  he  had  been  allured  by  the  superiour  fertility  and  opulence 

finl^  of  a  variety  of  mal-practices  in  his  of  Tanjore,  and   encouraged  by  the  nabob, 

administration,  that   he  had  oppressed    the  tock  up  their  residence  there,  which  enabled 

peof^,  and  defrauded  him. — Being  asked.  In  the  nabob  to  cultivate  the  whole  country  ;  and, 

what  branch  of  business  the  rajah  had  formerly  upon  the  restoration  of  the  rajah,  he  has  heard 

foaployed  him?  he  said,  He  was  at  one  time,  that  the  Camatic  inhabitants  were  carried  back 

he  believes,  renter  of  the  whole  country,  was  to  their  own  country,  which  lefl  a  considerable 

■cqppoeed  to  have  great  influence    with  the  blank  in  the  population,  which  was  not  re- 

lajah,  and  was  in  ^t  dewan  some  time. —  placed  while  he  was  there,  principally  owing 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  nomination  of  that  to  an  opinion  which  prevailed  through  the 

man  was  not  particularly  odious  to  the  rajah  ?  country,  that  the  rajah's  government  was  not  to 

he  said,  He  found  the  rajah's  mind  so  exceed-  be  permanent,  but  that  another  revolution  was 

iagly  averse  to  that  man,  that  he  believes  he  fast  approaching. — ^During  the  nabob's  govem- 

wocdd  almost  as  soon  have  submitted  to  his  ment,  the  price   of  grain  was  consideraMy 

being  deposed,  as  to  submit  to  the  nomination  higher  (owing  to  a  very  unusual  scarcity  in 

cf  tiwt  man  to  be  his  prime  minister.  the  Carnatic)  than  when  he  was  in  Tanjore. — 

Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  ever  in  the 

ISth  May.  Marawar  country  ?   he  said.  Yes ;  he  wag 

fifs.  Pmns  being  asked,  Whether  he  was  commissary  to  the  army  in  that  expediticow— 
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B«in;;  msked,  AVhether  that  country  was  much  field)  had  received  from  die  nabob  upon  tk  I  k 
wanted  by  llw  war  ?  he  saiii.  Plunder  was  not  country  ;  and  that  the  rajah  should  only  wrhft  |  h 
permit tfd  to  the  army,  nor  did  the  country  auch  letters  to  the  Madras  government  w  Mr. 
sufler  from  its  operations,  except  in  causing  Benfield  should  approre,  and  give  to  hkn:  dw 
many  thounnds  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  rajah  answered,  that  he  did  not  ackBowled|e  1 1 
been  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  coun-  the  validity  of  any  demands  made  by  the  nafadi  I  i 
trv,  to  leave  it.— Being  asked,  Whether  he  upon  the  country;  that  those  tunkahs  iciited  || 
knows  what  is  done  with  the  palace  and  inha-  to  accounts  whidi  he  (the  rajah)  had  no  eoh 
bitants  of  Ramnaut  ?  he  said,  The  town  was  cem  with ;  that  he  never  had  given  Lord  Pigot 
taken  by  storm,  but  not  plundered  by  the  any  presents,  but  Lord  Pigot  had  ipven  lum 
troops ;  it  was  immediately  delivered  up  to  the  many  ;  and  that,  as  to  his  correspondence  with 
nabob's  eldest  son.  Being  asked,  Whether  the  Madras  government,  he  woukl  not  trouble 
great  riches  were  not  supposed  to  be  in  that  Mr.  BenfieU,  because  he  would  write  his 
palace  and  temple?  he  said,  It  was  universally  letters  himself. — That  the  rajah  told  the  wit- 
believed  so. — Being  asked.  What  account  was  ness,  that  by  reason  of  this  answer  he  wu 
given  of  them?  he  said.  He  cannot  tdl;  much  threatened,  in  consequence  of  iriuch  be 
every  thing  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  desired  Colcmel  Harper,  who  then  corruianded 
nabob. — E^ing  asked.  What  became  of  the  at  Tanjore,tobe  present  at  his  next  interview 
children  and  women  of  the  family  of  the  prince  with  Mr.  Benfield  ;  when  Mr.  Benfield  denied 
of  that  country  ?  he  said.  The  rajah  was  a  many  parts  of  the  preceding  conversatkn,  ud 
minor ;  the  government  was  in  the  hands  of  durew  the  blame  upon  his  interpreto*  Comno. 
the  ranny,  his  mother ;  from  general  report  he  When  Mr.  Benfield  found  (as  the  rajah  in- 
has  heard  they  were  carried  to  Trichinopoly,  formed  him^  that  he  could  not  carry  diese 
and  placed  in  confinement  there. — Being  asked,  points,  which  had  brought  him  to  Tanjore,  he 
Whether  he  perceived  any  diflference  in  the  prepared  to  set  off  for  Madras ;  that  the  rajah 
&ce  of  the  Camatic  when  he  first  knew  it,  sent  him  a  letter  which  he  bad  drawn  out,  in 
and  when  he  last  knew  it?  he  said,  He  thinks  answer  to  one  which  Mr.  Benfield  had  broo^t 
he  did,  particularly  in  its  population. — Being  him ;  that  Mr.  Benfield  disapproved  of  the 
asked.  Whether  it  was  better  or  worse  ?  he  answer,  and  returned  it  by  Comroo  to  the 
said.  It  was  not  so  populous. — Being  asked,  durbar,  who  did  not  deliver  it  into  the  rajah's 
What  is  the  condition  of  the  nabob's  eldest  hands,  but  threw  it  upon  the  ground,  and  ex- 
son?  he  said.  He  was  in  the  Black  Town  of  pressed  himself  improperiy  to  him. 
Madras,  when  he  left  the  cotmtry. — Being  Being  asked,  Whether  it  was  at  the  kin^  of 
asked.  Whether  he  was  entertained  there  in  a  Tanjore's  desire,  that  such  persons  as  Mr. 
manner  suitable  to  his  birth  and  expectations  ?  Benfield  and  Comroo  had  been  brought  into 
he  said.  No;  he  lived  there  without  any  of  his  presence?  he  said.  The  rajah  tdd  hia, 
those  exteriour  marks  of  splendour  which  that  when  Lord  Pigot  came  to  Tanjore,  to  r&* 
princes  of  his  rank  in  India  are  particularly  store  him  to  his  dominions,  Comroo,  without 
fond  of. — Being  asked.  Whether  he  has  not  being  sent  for,  or  desired  to  ccMne  to  the  palace, 
heard  that  his  appointments  were  poor  and  had  found  means  to  get  access  to  his  person-; 
mean?  he  said,  He  has  heard  that  they  were  he  made  an  (^er  of  introducing  Mr.  Benfield 
not  equal  to  his  rank  and  expectations. — Being  to  the  rajah,  which  he  declined. — ^Being  aiked, 
asked.  Whether  he  had  any  share  in  the  go-  Whether  the  military  officer  commanding  diere 
vemment  ?  he  said,  He  believes  none  ;  for  protected  the  rajah  from  the  intrusion  d  such 
some  years  past  the  nabob  has  delegated  most  people  ?  he  said,  The  rajah  did  not  teQ  hkn 
o[  the  powers  of  government  to  his  second  that  he  called  up<»i  the  military  officer  to  pre- 
son. — ^Being  asked.  Whether  the  rajah  did  not  vent  these  intrusions ;  but  that  he  deared 
complain  to  him  of^  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Ben-  Colonel  Harper  to  be  present  as  a  witneM  to 
field  to  himself  personally ;  and  what  were  the  what  might  pass  between  him  and  Mr.  Beih 
particulars  ?  he  said.  He  did  so,  and  related  field.— Being  asked.  If  it  is  usual  for  persooi 
to  him  the  following  particulars :  About  fifteen  of  the  conditions  and  occupations  of  Mr.  Bea* 
days  afler  Lord  Pigot*s  confinement,  Mr.  Ben-  field  and  Comroo  to  intrude  themselves  wto 
field  came  to  Tanjore,  and  delivered  the  rajah  the  presence  of  the  princes  of  the  country,  and 
two  letters  from  the  then  govemour,  Mr.  to  treat  them  with  such  fireedom?  he  said, 
Stratton,  one  public,  and  the  other  private;  Certainly  it  is  not;  l^ess  there  than  io  tuf 
he  demanded  an  immediate  account  of  the  other  country. — ^Being  asked.  Whether  the 
presents  which  had  been  made  to  Lord  Pigot,  king  of  Tanjore  has  tio  ministers  to  whom 
payment  of  the  tunkahs,  which  he  (Mr.  Ben-  application  might  be  made  to  traivact  foch 
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biiraiMS  as  Mr.  Benfiekl  and  Comroo  had  to  But  although  it  is  not  our  opinion  that  any 

do  in  the  country  ?  he  said,  Undoubtedly ;  his  further  claim  should  be  made  on  the  rajah,  for 

minister  is  the  person  whose  province  it  is  to  his  share  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 

transact  that  business. — Being  asked,  Before  late  war,  it  is  by  no  means  our  intention  in 

the  invasion  of  the  British  troops  into  Tamore,  *  any  manner  to  affect  the  just  claim  which  the 

what  would  have  been  the  ccwisequence,  if  Mr.  nabob  has  on  the  rajah  for  the  arrears  due  to 

BenBeld  had  intruded  himself  into  the  rajah's  him  on  account  of  peshcush,  for  the  regular 

presence,  and  behaved  in  that  manner?   he  pajrment  of  which  we  became  guarantee  by 

said,  He  could  not  say  M^at  would  have  been  the  treaty  of   1762 ;    but  we  have   already 

the  consequence ;  but  the  attempt  would  have  expteaaed  to  you  our  hopes  that  the  nabob  may 

been  madness,  and  could  not  liave  happened.—  be  induced  to  allow  these  arrears  and  the 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  rajah  had  not  pai>  growing  payments,  when  due,  to  be  received 

ticular  exceptions  to  Comroo,  and  thought  he  by  the  company,  and  carried  in  discharge  of 

had  betrayed  him  in  very  essential  points  ?  he  his  debt  to  us.    Tou  are  at  the  same  time  to 

said,  Yes,  he  had.— Being  asked,  Whether  use  every  means  to  convince  him,  that  when 

the  rajah  has  not  been  apprized  that  the  com-  this  debt  shall  be  discharged,  it  is  our  inten- 

pany  have  made  stipulations,  that  their  ser-  tion,  as  we  are  bound  by  the  above  treaty,  to 

vants  riiouki  not  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to 

his  government?   he  said.  He  signiSed  it  to  insure  the  constant  and  regular  pajrment  of  it 

the  rajah,  that  it  was  the  ccmipany's  positive  into  his  own  hands. 

orders,  and  that  any  of  their  servants  so  inter-  We  observe,  by  the  plan  sent  to  us  by  our 

{«rvag  would  incur  Uieir  highest  displeasure.  govemour  of  Fort  St.  George,  on  the  30th 

October,  1781,  that  an  arrangement  is  there 

— ——  proposed,  for  the  receipt  of  those  arrears  from 

the  rajah,  in  three  years. 

APPENDIX,  No.  8.  We  are  unable  to  decide  bow  far  this  pro- 
posal may  be  consistent  with  the  present  state 

Referred  to  from  p.  407,  &0.  of  the  rajah's  resources ;  but  we  direct  you  to 

use  all  proper  means  to  bring  these  arrears  to 

CMnmiationen  amended  cUttue»/or  the  F\irt  8t,  account  as  soon  as  possible,  consistently  with 

Oeorge  dupatdt,  relative  to  the  indeterminate  a  due  attenticm  to  this  consideration. 
ri§^  and  pretenAom  qf  the  nainb  of  Arcot, 

and  rqfoh  of  Tar^jore,  Claitse  H. 

Tou  will  observe,  that  by  the  38th  section 

Ixr  our  letter  of  the  28th  January  last,  we  of  the  late  act  of  pariiament,  it  is  enacted,  that 

slated  the  reasonableness  of  our  expectation  for  settling  upon  a  permanent  foundation  the 

that  certain  contributions  towards  the  expenses  present  indeterminate  rights  of  the  nabob  of 

of  the  war,  should  be  made  by  the  rajah  of  Arcot  and  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  with  respect 

TaDJ<»e..  Since  writing  that  letter,  we  have  to  each  other,  we  should  take  into  our  imme- 

leceived  one  from  the  rajah,  of  the  15th  of  diate   consideration   the   said   indeterminate 

October  last,  which  contains  at  length  his  re-  rights  and  pretensicms,  and  take  «id  pursue 

presentations  of  his  inability  to  make  such  such  measures  as  in  our  judgment  and  discrc- 

further  payment.    We  think  it  unnecessary  tion  shall  be  best  calculated  to  ascertain  and 

here  to  discuss  whether  these  representations  settle  the  same  accordmg  to  the  principles,  and 

are  or  are  not  exaggerated,  because,  from  the  the  terms  and  stipulations  contained  in  the 

explanations  we  have  given  of  our  wishes  for  treaty  of  1762,  between  the  said  nabob  and  the 

a  new  arrangement  in  future,  both  with  the  said  rajah. 

nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  On  a  retrospect  of  the  proceedings  trans- 

(he  directions  we  have  given  you  to  carry  that  mitted  to  us  from  your  presidency,  on  the  sub- 

arrangeiHent  into  execution,  we  think  it  impo-  ject  of  the  disputes  which  have  heretofore 

litk  to  insist  upon  any  demands  upon  the  rajah  arisen  between  the  nabob  and  the  rajah,  we 

for  the  expenses  of  the  late  war,  beyond  the  find  the  following  points  remain  unadjusted,  viz. 

sum  of  four  lacs  of  pagodas  annually ;  such  a  1st.  Whether  the  jaghire  of  Amee  shall  be 

demand  might  tend  to  interrupt  the  harmony  enjoyed  by  the  nabob,  or  delivered  up  cither  to 

which  should  prevail  between  the  company  and  the  rajah,  or  the  descendants  of  Tremaul  Row, 

the  rajah,  and  impede  the  great  objects  of  the  the  late  jaghiredar. 

general  system  we  have  already  so  fully  ex-  2d.  Whether  the  fort  and  district  of  Haria- 

plamed  to  you.  mantagoody,  which  is  admitted  by  both  parties 
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to  be  within  the  Marawar,  ought  to  be  pos-  king  it,  those  disputes  cannot  in  onr  oomprs- 

■essed  by  the  nabob,  or  to  be  delirered  up  by  hensioo  M  within  the  line  of  description  of 

him  to  the  rajah.  rights  and  pretensions  to  be  now  ascertained 

8d.  To  whom  the  goyemment  share  of  the  and  settled  by  us,  according  to  any  of  the 

crop  of  the  Tanjore  country,  of  the   year  terms  and  stipulations  of  it. 

1775-6,  properly  belcmgs.  In  respect  to  the  jaghire  of  Amee,  we  do 

Lastly,  Whether  the  rajah  has  a  right,  by  not  find  that  our  records  afford  us  any  sativ- 

usage  wad  custom,  or  ought,  from  the  necessity  &ctory  information  by  what  title  the  rajah 

of  the  case,  to  be  permitted  to  repair  such  part  claims  it,  (nt  what  degree  of  relationship  or 

of  theAnicut,ordamandbanksof  theCavery,  connection  has  subsisted  between  the  rajah 

as  lie  within  the  district  of  Trichinopoly,  and  and  the  killidar  of  Amee,  save  only  that  by 

to  take  earth  and  sand  in  the  Trichmopoly  ten-  the  treaty  of  1762  the  former  became   the 

ritory,  for  the  repairs  of  the  dam  and  banks  surety  for  Tremaul  Row's  performance  of  hia 

within  either  or  both  of  those  districts.  engagements  specified  therein,  as  the  coodi- 

In  order  to  obtain  a  complete  knowledge  of  tions  for  his  restiMration  to  that  jaghire ;  on  the 

the  facts  and  circumstances  relative  to  the  death  ofTremauI  Row  we  perceive  that  he  was 

several  points  in  dispute,  and  how  far  they  are  succeeded  by  his  widow,  and  after  her  death, 

connected  with  the  treaty  of  1762,  we  have  with  by  his  grandson  Seneewasarow,  both  of  whom 

great  circumspection  examined  into  all  the  were  admitted  to  the  jaghire  by  the  nabob, 

materials  before  us  on  these  subjects,  and  will  FrtMn  your  minutes  of  consultation  of  the 

proceed  to  state  to  you  the  result  of  our  in-  Slst  Oct(^r,  1770,  and  the  nabob's  letter  to 

quiries  and  deliberations.  the  president,  of  the  21st  March,  1771,  and 

The  objects  of  the  treaty  of  1762,  af^ar  to  the  two  letters  from  rajah  Beerbur,  Atchenur 

be  restricted  to  the  arrears  of  tribute  to  be  Punt  (who,  we  presume,  was  then  the  nabob's 

paid  to  the  nabob  for  his  past  claims,  and  to  manager  at  Arcot)   of  the  16th   and   18th 

the  quantum  of  the  rajah's  fiiture  tribute  or  March,  referred  to  in  the  nabob's  letter,  and 

peshcush ;  the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond  transmitted  therewith  to  the   president,   we 

given  by  the  rajah's  father  to  the  &ther  of  observe  that,  previous  to  the  treaty  of  17G2, 

Uie  nabob ;  the  confirmation  to  the  rajah  of  the  Mr.  Pigot  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  the 

districts  of  Coveladdy  and  Elangaud,  and  the  nabob's  taking  possession  of  this  jaghire,  on 

restwation  of  Tremaul  Row  to  his  jaghire  of  account   of  the  troublesome  and  refractory 

Amee,  in  copdescension  to  the  rajah's  request,  behaviour  of  the  Amee  braminees,  by  their 

upon  certain  stipulations,  viz.  That  the  fort  affording  protection  to  all  disturbers ;  who,  by 

of  Amee  and  Doby  Gudy  should  be  retained  reason  of  the  little  distance  between  Amee 

by  the  nabob ;  that  Tremaul  Row  should  not  and  Arcot,  fled  to  the  former,  and  were  there 

erect  any  ibrlress,  walled  pagoda,  or  other  protected,  and  not  given  up,  though  demanded, 

strong  hold,  nor  any  wall  round  his  dwelling-  That  though  the  jaghire  was  restored  in 

house,  exceeding  eight  feet  high,  or  two  feet  1762,  it  was  done  under  such  conditions  and 

thick ;  and  should  in  all  things  behave  himself  restrictions  as  were  thought  best  calculated  to 

with  due  obedience  to  the  government ;  and  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  place, 

that  he  shouUi  pay  yearly,  in  the  montfi  of  and  due  obedience  to  the  government 

July,  unto  the  laiicb  or  his  successors,  the  That  nevertheless  the  braminees  (quarrelling 

sum  often  thousand  rupees,  the  rajah  thereby  among  themselves)  did  afterwards,  in  express 

becoming  the  security  for  Tremaul  Row,  that  violation  of  the  treaty,  enlist  and  assemble 

he  should  in  all  things  demean  and  behave  many  thousand  seapoys,  and  other  troops;  that 

himself  accordingly,  and  pay  yearly  the  stipu-  they  erected  gaddies,  and  other  small  forts, 

lated  sum.  provided  themselves  with  wall  pieces,  small 

Upon  a  review  of  this  treaty,  the  only  point  guns,  and  other  warlike  stores,  and  raised 
now  in  dispute,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  so  troubles  and  disturbances  in  theneighbouilMod 
immediately  connected  with  it,  as  to  bring  it  of  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  the  forts  of  Aroee, 
within  the  strict  line  of  our  duty  to  ascertain  and  Shaw  Gaddy  ;  and  that  finally  they  inl- 
and settle,  according  to  the  terms  and  stipula-  prisoned  the  hircarrahs  of  the  nabob,  sent  with 
tions  of  the  treaty,  is  that  respecting  Arnee.  his  letters  and  instructions,  in  pursuance  of 
For  although  the  other  points  enumerated  may  the  advice  of  your  board,  to  require  certain  of 
in  some  respects  have  a  relation  to  that  treaty,  the  braminees  to  repair  to  the  nabob  at  Che- 
yet  as  ihey  are  foreign  to  the  purposes  expres-  pauk,  and  though  peremptorily  requirad  to 
sad  in  it,  and  coiiM  not  be  in  the  contemplation  repair  thither,  paid  no  regard  to  those,  or  to 
of  the  contracting  parties  at  the  time  of  ma-  any  other  orders  fixxn  the  ciicar. 
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By  die  ISdi  artkte  oontaioed  in  the  iattrao-  that  althoo^  the  board  passed  no  such  reso- 

giTwi  bj  the  nabob  to  Mr.  Dupr^,  as  the  lution,  yet  your  president,  in  his  letter  to  the 

basis  for  negotiating  the  treaty  made  with  the  nabob,  of  Uie  SOth  July,  and  24th  August, 

rajah  in  1771,  the  nabob  retiuired  that  the  called  upon  his  highness  to  give  up  the  posses- 

Arnee  district  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  sion  of  Arnee  to  the  rajah ;  and  the  rajah  him* 

circar,  because  the  braminees  had  broken  the  self,  in  several  letters  to  us,  particularly  in 

conditions  which  they  were  to  have  observed,  those  of  21st  October,  1776,  and  the  7th  of 

In  the  answers  given  by  the  rajah  to  these  pro-  June,  1777,  expressed  his  expectation  of  our 

positions,  he  says,  "  I  am  to  give  up  to  the  cir-  orders  {or  delivering  up  that  fort  and  district 

car  the  jaghire  district  of  Arnee  ;*'  and  on  the  to  him ;  and  so  recently  as  the  15th  of  Octo* 

7th  of  November,  1771,  the  rajah,  by  letter  to  her,  1783,  he  reminds  us  of  his  former  appli- 

Seneewasarow,  who  appears  by  your  consul-  cation,  and  states,  that  the  country  of  Arnee 

tations  and  country  correspondence  to  have  being  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  company,  it 

been  the  grandson  of  Tremaul  Row,  and  to  of  course  is  his  right ;  but  that  it  has  not  been 

have  been  put  in  possession  of  the  jaghire  at  given  up  to  him,  and  he  therefore  earnestly 

your  recommendation  (on  the  deioh  of  his  entreatsour  orders  for  putting  him  into  the  pos- 

grandmother)  writes,  acquainting  him,  that  he  session  of  it.    We  also  observe  by  your  letter 

had  given   the  Arnee  country   then  in  his  of  the  14th  of  October,  1779,  that  the  rajah  had 

(Seneewasarow's)  possession,  to  the  nabob,  not  then  accounted  fi>r  the  nabob's  peshcush 

to  vi^iose  aumildars  Seneewasarow  was  to  de-  since  his  restoration,  but  had  assigned  as  a 

liver  up  the  possession  of  the  country.     And  reason  for  his  withdrawing  it,  that  the  nabob 

in  your  letter  to  us  of  the  28th  February,  1772,  had  retained  from  him  the  district  of  Arnee, 

ytm  certified  the  district  of  A  mee  to  be  one  of  with  a  certain  other  district  (Hanamantagoody) 

the  countries  acquired  by  this  treaty,  and  to  which  is  made  the  subject  of  another  part  o€ 

be  of  the  estinated  value  of  two  lacs  of  ru-  our  present  dispatches. 

pees  per  annum.  We  have  thus  stated  to  you  the  result  of 

In  our  orders,  dated  the  12th  April,  1775,  our  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the  dispute 

we  declared  our  determination  to  replace  the  relative  to  Arnee ;  and  as  the  research  has 

rajah  upon  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  upon  offered  no  evidence  in  support  of  the  rajah's 

certain  terms  and  conditions,  to  be  agreed  claim,  nor  even  any  lights  whereby  we  caa 

upon  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  himself  and  the  discover  in  what  degree  of  relationship,  by 

company,  without  infringing  the  rights  of  the  consanguinity,  cast,  or  other  circumstances, 

nabob.     We  declared,  that  our  faith  stood  the  raj^  now  stands,  or  formerly  stood,  with, 

pledged  by  the  treaty  of  1762,  to  obtain  pay-  the  killidar  of  Arnee,  or  the  nature  of  his  con- 

ment  of  the  rajah's  tribute  to  the  nabob ;  and  nection  with,  or  command  over,  that  district, 

that  for  the  ensuring  such  payment  the  fort  of  or  the  authority  he  exercised  or  assumed  pre- 

Tanjore  ^ould  be  garrisoned  by  our  troops,  vious  to  the  treaty  of  1771,  we  should  think 

We  directed  that  you  should  pay  no  regard  to  ourselves  highly  reprehensible  in  compIying^ 

the  article  of  the  treaty  of  1771,  which  re-  with  the  rajt^'s  request;  and  the  more  so,  as 

spacted  the  alienation  of  part  of  the  rajah's  it  is  expressly  stated,  in  the  treaty  of  1762, 

dominions ;  and  we  declared,  that  if  the  nabob  that  this  fort  and  district  were  then  in  the  pos- 

had  not  a  just  title  to  those  territories  before  session  of  the  nabob,  as  well  as  the  person  of 

the  concknion  of  the  treaty,  we  denied  that  the  jaghiredar,  on  account  of  his  disobedience^ 

be  obtained  any  right  thereby,  except  such  and  were  restored  him  by  the  nabob,  in  condes- 

temporary  sovereignty,  for  securing  the  pay-  cension  to  the  rajah's  request,  upon  such  terms 

ment  of  his  expenses,  as  is  therein  mentioned,  and  stipulations  as  could  not,  in  our  judgment,, 

These  instructions  appear  to  have  been  ex-  have  been  imposed  by  the  one,  or  submitted  to 

ecoted  in  the  month  of  April,  1766 ;  and  by  by  the  other,  if  the  sovereignty  of  the  one,  oc 

your  letter  of  the  14th  May  following,  you  the  dependency  of  the  other,  had  been  at  that 

certified  to  us,  that  the  rajah  had  been  put  time  a  matter  of  doubt, 

into  the  powsaswion  of  the  whole  country  his  Although  these  materials  have  not  fiimished 

father  held  in  1782,  when  the  treaty  was  con-  us  with  evidence  in  support  of  the  rajah  a 

doded  with  the  nabob ;  but  we  do  not  find  that  claim,  they  are  fiur  from  satisfactory,  to  evince 

you  came  to  any  resolution  either  antecedent  the  justice  of,  or  the  political  necessity  for, 

or  subsequent  to  this  advice,  either  for  ques-  the  nabob's  continuing  to  withhold  the  J^""J^ 

tioning  or  impeaching  the  right  of  the  nabob  to  from  the  descendants  of  Tremaul  Row ;   hii 

the  sovereignty  of  Arnee,  or  expressive  of  any  hereditary  right  to  that  jaghire  seems  to  us  to 

ooubt  of  his  tide  to  it.    Nevertheless  we  find,  have  been  fully  recognized  by  the  stipulation 
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of  the  traUy  of  170S,  and  80  Utde  doabted,  tlito  treaty  of  1782.    We  have  refetrM  «s  weO 

Aat  on  his  death,  his  widow  was  admitted  by  to  those  papers  as  to  all  the  other  proceedings 

the  nabob  to  hold  it,  on  account,  as  may  be  on  this  siibjeet,  and  most  OMifess  they  fail  very 

presumed,  of  the  nonage  of  his  grandson  and  short  of  demonstrating  to  us  the  tnlth  of  thai 

heir,  Seneewasarow,  who  appears  to  have  been  ^ct.    And  we  find,  by  the  secret  consultations 

con&med  in  the  jaghire,  on  her  death,  by  the  '  of  Fbrt  William,  of  the  7th  of  August,  1776, 

nabob,  as  the  lineal  heir  and  soccessw  to  his  that  the  same  doubt  was  entertained  by  our 

grandfather.  govemour  general  and  council. 

With  respect  to  Seneewasarow,  it  does  not  But  whether,  in  point  of  &ct,  the  late  rajah 

appear,  by  any  of  the  proceedings  in  our  po»-  was  or  was  not  in  possession  of  Hanamanta- 

■ession,  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  miscon-  goody,  in  17GS,  it  is  notorious  that  the  nabob 

duct  of  the  braminees,  ccxnplained  6t  by  the  had  always  claimed  the  donunion  of  the  coun- 

nabob  in  the  year  1770,  which  rendered  it  ne-  fries  of  which  this  fort  and  district  are  a  part, 

cessary  for  his  highness  to  take  the  jaghire  We  observe,  that  the  nabob  is  now  in  the 

into  his  own  hands,  or  that  he  was  privy  to,  or  actual  possession  of  this  fort  and  district ;  and 

could  have  prevented  those  disturbances.  we  are  not  warranted,  by  any  document  vre 

We  therefore  direct,  that  if  the  heir  of  Tre-  have  seen,  to  concur  with  the  widies  of  the  ra- 

maul  Row  is  not  at  present  ia  possession  of  jah  to  dispossess  him. 

the  jaghire,  and  has  not,  by  any  violation  of  With  regard  to  the  government  share  of  the 

the  treaty,  or  act  of  disobedience,  incurred  a  crop  of  1775-6,  we  (^erve  by  the  dobe^r's 

forfeiture  thereof,  he  be  forthwith  restored  to  memorandum,  recited  in  your  cousultations  of 

the  po8sessi(»i  of  it,  according  to  the  terms  and  the  13th  of  May,  1776,  that  it  was  the  esta- 

stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1762.    But  if  any  blished  custom  of  the  Tanjore  country  to  ga- 

powerful  motive  of  regard  to  the  peace  and  ther  in  the  harvest,  and  complete  the  collections 

tranquillity  of  the  Camatic  shall  ia  your  judg-  within  the  month  of  Mardi;  but  that,  fi>r  the 

ment  render  it  expedient  to  suspend  the  exe-  causes  therein  particuUuly  stated,  the  harvest 

cution  of  these  orders,  in  that  case  you  are  (and  of  cotlrse  the  collection  of  the  govem- 

with  all  convenient  speed  to  transmit  to  us  your  ment  share  of  the  crop)  was  delayed  till  the 

proceedings  thereupcxi,  with  the  fiill  state  of  month  <^  March  was  over.    We  also  observe, 

the  facts,  and  of  the  reasons  which  have  actua^  that  the  rajah  was  not  restored  to  his  kingdom 

ted  your  conduct.  until  the  11th  of  April,  1776 ;  and  fit>m  hence 

We  have  before  given  it  as  our  opinion  that  we  infer,  that  if  the  harvest  and  collection  ha^ 

the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1762  do  not  been  finished  at  the  usual  time,  the  nabob 

apply  to  the  points  remaining  to  be  decided,  (being  then  the   sovereign  of  the  country) 

But  the  late  act  of  parliament  having,  from  would  have  received  the  full  benefit  of  that 

the  nature  of  our  connection  with  the  two  year's  crop. 

powers  of  the  Camatic,  pointed  out  the  expe-  Although  the  harvest  and  collection  were 

diency,  and  even  necessity,  of  settling  the  se-  delayed  beyond  the  usual  time,  yet  we  find 

veral  matters  in  dispute  between  them,  by  a  by  the  proceedings  of  your  government,  and 

speedy  and  permanent  arrangement,  we  now  particularly  by  Mr.  Mackay's  minute  of  the 

proceed  to  give  you  our  instructions  upon  the  29th  of  May,  1776,  and  also  by  the  dobeer^s 

several  other  heads  oF  disputes  before  enu-  account,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  grain 

merated.  was  cut  down  whilst  the  nabob  remained  in 

With  respect  to  the  fort  and  district  of  Ha^  the  government  of  the  country, 

namantagoody,  we  observe  that  on  the  resto-  It  is  difficult,  from  the  contradictory  allega- 

ration  of  the  rajah  in  1776,  you  informed  us  tions  on  the  subject,  to  ascertain  what  was  the 

in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  May— -"  That  the  precise  amount  of  the  collections  made  after 

rajah  had  been  put  into  possession  of  the  whole  the  nabob  ceased  to  have  the  possession  of  the 

ofthecountry  his  father  held  in  1762  when  the  country.    But  whatever  it  was,   it  appears 

treaty  was  concluded  with  the  nabob;"   and  from  General  Stuart's  letter  of  the  2d  of  April, 

on  the  25ih  of  June  you  came  to  the  resolution  1777,  that  it  had  been  asserted  with  good 

of  putting  tlie  rajah  into  possession  of  Hana-  authority,  that  the  &r  greater  part  of  the  go- 

mantagoody,  on  the  ground  of  its  appearing  on  vemment  share  of  the  crop  was  plundered  by 

reference  to  the  nabob's   instructions  to  Mr.  individuals,  and  never  came  to  account  in  the 

Vupr6  in  June  1762,  to  his  reply,  and  to  the  rajah's  treasury. 

rajah's  representations  of  25th  March,  1771 ;  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  we 

that  Hanamantagoody  was    actually  m    the  must  be  of  opinion,  that  the  government  share 

hands  of  the  late  rajah  at  the  time  of  making  of  the  crop  of  1776  belonged  to  the  nabob,  a 
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the  then  reigning  sovereign  of  the  kingdom  of  and  time  to  hims^."    Subsequent  reprcsen- 

Tanjore,  he  being  de  facto ^  in  the  full  and  abso-  tations  appear  to  have  been  made  to  the  rajah 

jhite  possession  of  the  government  thereof,  and  by  your  government  on  the  same  subject,  in 

eoDsequently  that  the  assignments  made  by  fiivour  of  the  nabob's  mortgages. 

)um  of  the  goverqment  share  of  the  crap  were  In  answer  to  these  apfSications,  the  rajah| 

valid.  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Straiton,  of  the  12th  Ja- 

Nevertheless,  we  would  by  no  means  be  un-  nuary,  1777,  acquainted  you,  -f  that  he  had 

derstood  by  this  opinion  to  suggest,  that  any  given  orders  respecting  the  grain  which  Mr. 

finther  demands  ought  to  be  made  upon  the  Benfield  had  heaped  up  in  his  country ;  and 

fiyah,  in  respect  of  such  part  of  the  govern-  with  regard  to  the  money  due  to  him  by  the 

msnt  share  of  the  crc^  as  were  collected  by  his  farmers,  that  he  had  desired  Mr.  Benfield  to 

pec^le.  iN-ing  accounts  of  it,  that  he  might  limit  a  time 

For,  on  the  contrary,  after  so  great  a  length  for  the  payment  of  it,  proportionably  to  their 

of  timei  as  hath  elapsed,  we  should  thiidc  it  nihility,  and  that  the  necessary  orderi'  for  stop- 

hi^y  unjust  that  the  rajah  should  be  now  com-  ping  this  money  out  olC  the  inhabitants'  f^are 

peHed,  either  to  pay  the  supposed  balances,  of  the  crop,  had  been  sent  to  the  ryots  and 

whatever  they  may  be,  or  be  called  upon  to  aumildars ;  that  Mr.  Benfield's  gomastah  was 

jnender  a  specific  account  of  the  collection  made  then  present  there,  and  oversaw  his  affairs ; 

bj  his  people.  and  that  in  every  thing  that  was  just  he  (the 

The  rajah  has  already,  in  his  letter  to  Gover-  rajah)   willingly  obeyed  our  govemour  and 

pour  Stratton,  of  the  21st  of  April,  1777,  given  council." 

bis  assurance,  that  the  produce  of  the  prece-  Our  opinion  being,  that  the  rajah  ought  to 

ding  year,  accounted  for  to  him,  was  litde  more  be  answerable  for  no  more  than  the  amount 

than  one  lac  of  pagodas ;  and  as  you  have  ao-  of  what  he  admits  was  c(^lected  by  his  people 

qpiainted  us,  by  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  Octo-  fi>r  the  government  share  of  the  crop ;  and  the 

per,  1779,  that  the  rajah  has  actually  paid  into  proceedings  before  us  not  sufficiently  explaining 

our  treasury  one  lac  of  pagodas,  by  way  of  de-  whether,  in  the  sum  which  the  rajah,  by  his 

posit,  on  account  of  the  nabob's  claims  to  the  before-mentioned  letter  of  the  21st  April,  1777, 

crop,  till  our  sentiments  should  be  known,  we  admits  to  have  collected,  are  included  those 

direct  you  to  surcease  any  further  demands  parts  ofthe  government  share  ofthe  crop  which 

from  the  rajah  on  that  account.  were  taken  by  his  pe(^e  from  Mr.  Penfieldj 

We  learn  by  the  proceedings,  and  particu-  or  from  any  other  of  the  assignees,  or  tuncaw« 

buiy  by  the  nabob's  letter  to  Lord  Pigot,  of  the  holders ;  and  uninformed  as  we  also  are,  what 

6th  of  July,  1776,  that  the  nabob,  previous  to  compensation  the  rajah  has  or  has  not  made 

the  restoration  of  the  rajah,  actually  made  as-  to  Mr.  Benfield,  or  any  other  of  the  parties 

■laments,  or  granted  tuncaws  ofthe  whole  of  from  whom  the  grain  was  taken  by  the  rajah's 

bis  share  o^  the  crop  to  his  creditors  and  troops ;  people ;  or  whether,  by  means  of  the  rajah's 

IUkI  that  your  government  (entertaining  the  refusal  so  to  do,  or  from  any  other  circumstance, 

same  opinion  as  we  do  upon  the  question  of  any  of  the  persons  dispossessed  of  their  grain, 

right  to  that  share)  by  letter  to  the  rajah  of  may  have  had  recourse  to  the  nabob  for  satis- 

die  20th  of  August,  1776,  recommended  to  him  faction  ;  we  are,  for  these  reasons,  incompe- 

"  to  restore  to  Mr.  Benfield  (one  of  the  prin-  tent  to  form  a  proper  judgment  what  disposi- 

cipal  assignees  or  tuncaw-holders  of  the  na-  tion  ought  in  justice  to  be  made  of  the  one 

hob)  the  grain  of  the  last  year,  which  was  in  lac  of  pagodas  deposited  by  the  rajah.    But 

die  possession  (£  his  people,  and  said  to  be  as  our  sentiments  and  intentions  are  so  fully 

ibrcibly  taken  from  them ;  and  further,  to  give  expressed  upon  the  whole  subject,  we  presiune 

BAr.  Benfield  all  reasonable  assistance  in  re-  you,  who  are  upon  the  spot,  can  have  no  doubt 

OQivering  such  debts  as  should  appear  to  have  or  difficulty  in  making  such  an  application  of 

been  Jiutly  due  to  him  from  the  inhabitants ;  the  deposit  as  will  be  consistent  with  those 

and  acquainted   the  rajah,  that  it  had  been  principles  of  justice  whereon  our  sentiments 

judged  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  that  it  are  founded.     But  should  any  such  difficulty 

was  the  company's  intention  to  let  the  nabob  suggest  itself,  you  will  suspend  any  application 

have  the  produce  of  the  crop  of  1776,  but  that  of  the  deposit,  until  you  have  fully  explained 

you  had  no  intention  that  the  rajah  should  be  the  same  to  us,  and  have  received  our  further 

aocoontable  for  more  than   the  government  orders. 

■hare,  whatever  that  might  be;  and  that  you  With  respect  to  the  repairs  of  the  Anicujt 

did  not  mean  to  do  more  than  reconmiend  to  and  banks  of  the  Cavery,  we  h^ye  .^ppn  .vari- 

him  to  see  Justice  done,  leaving  the  manner  ous  occasions  fully  expressed  to  you  pvr  ^n^- 
VoL.  I.— «8 
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I,  vkd  in  ptnicuUr.  in  our  general  letter  «s  well  ti  the  cot^pany,  in  materially  inU* 

cf  the  4th  Julj.  1777.  wc  rrfrrred  jrou  to  the  reeled. 

iDTestisaiiaQ  anJ  c^rrrspeodcoce  on  that  sob-         Sboold  joa  tuooeed  in  recxjodling  the  Dlbab 

ject  of  the  vear  1764  and  to  the  report  made  to  this  measure,  we  think  it  but  just,  that  tbiB 

br  Mr.  James  Bourchicr.  on  his  persooal  sur-  proposed  lease  thaJi  remain  no  longer  in  ioroB 

ver  ot  the  waters,  and  to  sereral  letters  of  the  than  whibt  the  rajah  shall  be  punctual  in  die 

year  1765  and  1767  ;  we  alss,  bv  our  said  ge-  payment  of  the  annual  pe^curii  to  the  nabob, 

neral  letter,  acquainted  jou.  that  it  appeared  to  as  well  a^  the  rent  to  be  reserred  for  the  apod 

us  perfectlj  reasonable  that  the  rajah  should  of  ground.    And  in  order  eflTectuslIy  to  remoro 

be  permined  to  repair  those  banks,  and  the  all  future  occasions  oTjeadouay  aiid  compiaiiit 

Anicut,  in  the  same  manner  a^  had  been  prao-  between  the  parties,  that  the  rajah  on  the  ooa 

tiscd  in  times  past ;  and  we  directed  you  to  hand  may  be  satisfied  that  all  necessary  woria 

establish  such  regulations,  by  reference  to  for-  (or  the  culiivation  of  his  country  will  be  made 

mer  usa^e,  for  keeping  the  said  banks  in  repair,  and  kept  in  repair ;  and  that  the  nahA  on  the 

as  would  be  effectual,  and  remore  all  cause  of  other  hand  may  be  saitisfied  that  no  eocroacfa- 

compiaint  in  future.  ment  on  hb  rights  can  be  made,  nor  any  woria 

Notwithstanding  such  our  instructions,  the  detrimental  to  the  fertifity  of  his  countiy  ereo- 

rajah,  in  his  letter  to  ib  of  the  15'Ji  October,  ted ;  we  think  it  proper  that  it  should  berecora- 

1783,  complains  of  the  destruction  of  the  ani-  mended  to  the  parties,  as  a  part  of  the  adjost- 

cut ;  and  as  the  cuhivatioo  of  the  Tanjore  ment  of  this  very  important  point,  that  ikilfai 

country  appears,  by  all  the  surveys  and  reports  engineers,  appointed  by  the  con^mny,  be  eo* 

of  our  engineers  employed  on  that  service,  to  ]ibyed  at  the  rajah's  expense  to  conduct  iD  the 

depend  altogether  on  a  supply  of  water  by  the  necessary  works,  with  the  strictest  attention  to 

Cavery  which  can  ocly  be  secured  by  keeping  the  respective  rights  and  interests  of  bothpar- 

tbe  Anicut  and  banks  in  repair,  we  think  it  ties.     This  will  remove  every  probability  of 

necessary  to  repeat  to  you  our  orders  of  the  injury  or  dispute  ;  but  should  either  party  no- 

4th  July,  1777,  on  the  subject  of  those  repairs,  eipectedly  conceive  themsdves  to  be  injured. 

And  further,  as  it  appears,  by  the  survey  immediate  redress  might  be  obtained  by  appli* 

and  report  of  Mr.  Pringie,  that  these  repairs  cation  to  the  government  or  Madras,  under 

are  attended  with  a  much  heavier  expense  whose  appointment  the  engineer  wilh  act,  widn 

when  done  with  materials  taken  from  the  Tan-  out  any  discussion  between  the  parties,  which 

jore  district,  than  with  those  of  Trichinopoly,  might  disturb  that  harmony  which  it  is  sonuich 

and  that  the  last  mentioned  materials  are  (ar  the  wish  of  the  company  to  establish  and  pre- 

prcfcrable  to  the  other,  it  is  our  order,  that  serve,  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  peace 

if  any  occurrences  should  make  it  necessary  of  the  Camatic. 

or  expedient,  you  apply  to  the  nabob  in  our        Having  now,  in  obedience  to  the  directioai 

name,  to  desire  that  his  highness  will  permit  of  the  act  of  parliament,  upon  the  fullest  coo> 

proper  spots  of  ground  to  be  set  out,   and  sideration  of  the  indeterminate  rights  and  pr»> 

bounded  by  proper  marks  on  the  Trichinopoly  tensions  of  the  nabob  and  rajah,  pointed  oat 

side,  where  the  rajah  and  his  people  may  at  all  such  measures  and  arrangements  as  .in  our 

times  take  sand  sind  earth  sufficient  for  these  judgment  and  discretion  will  be  best  calcuhted 

repairs ;  and  that  his  highness  will  grant  his  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  same,  we  hope,  that 

lease  of  such  spots  of  land  for  a  certain  term  upon  a  candiil  consideration  of  tho  whole  sya- 

of  years  to  the  company,  at  a  reasonable  an-  tem,  although  each  of  the  parties  may  feel  di»> 

nu2il  rent,  to  the  intent  that  through  you  the  appointed  in  our  decision  on  partictiliar  points, 

cultivation  of  the  Tanjore  country  may  be  se-  they  will  bo  convinced  that  we  have  been 

cured,  without  infiringing  or  impairing  the  rights  guided  in  our  investigation  by  principles  of 

of  the  nabob.  strict  justice  and  impartiality,  and  that  the 

If  any  attempts  have  been,  or  shall  be  here-  most  anxious  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 

afler  made  to  divert  the  water  from  the  Cavery  substantial  interests  of  both  parties,  and  such 

into  the  Coleroon,  by  contracting  the  current  of  a  general  comprehensive  plan  of  arrangemeot 

the  Upper  or  Lower  Cavery,  by  planting  long  proposed,  as  will  most  efiectually  prevent  all 

grass,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Pringle's  report,  or  future  dissatisfaction. 
by  any  other  means,  we  have  no  doubt  his        Approved  by  the  board, 
highness,  on  a  proper  representation  to  him  in  HENRT  DUNDAS, 

Qur  name,  will  prevent  his  people  from  taking        WhitehaU,  WALSINGHAM, 

any  ineasures  detrimental  to  the  Tanjore  coun-  October  27, 1 784.       W.  W.  GRENVTLLSi 
tryi  in  the  prosperity  of  which  bis  highness,  MULGRAYE. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  9.  British  legislature  for  the  liquidation  of  thos^ 

debts,  and  such  resolutUma  and  deiermmationt 

Referrred  to  from  p.  404,  and  406»  as  we  shall  hereafter  make,  under  the  auth(Mrity 

of  that  provision  for  the  liquidation  and  adjust- 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Court  of  Dkedort^  ment  of  the  said  debts,  boriA,fide  incurred,  shall 

to  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St,  be  carried  into  full  force  and  effect. 

Oeorgef  as  amended  and  apprcned  by  the  Should  any  difficulty  arise  between  his  high- 

JBoard  of  Controul,  ness  and  our  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 

in  respect  to  the  responsibility  of  the  soucar  secu^ 

We  have  taken  into  our  consideration  the  rUt/f  or  the  times  and  terms  of  the  instalments, 
several  advices  and  pi4)ers  received  from  India,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  you  pay  obedience  tQ 
relative  to  the  assignment  of  the  revenues  x)f  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  our  goveraour 
dM  Camatic,  from  the  conclusion  of  the  Ben-  general  and  council  of  Bengal  in  respect  theretOi 
gal  treaty  to  the  date  of  your  letter  in  October  not  doubting  but  the  nabob  will  in  such  case 
1783,  together  with  the  representations  of  the  consent  to  abide  by  the  determination  of  our 
nabob  of  the  Camatic  upon  that  subject ;  and  said  supreme  government, 
mkfaougfa  we  might  ccmtend,  that  the  agreement  Although,  from  the  great  confidence  we 
iriiould  subsist  till  we  are  fully  reimbursed  his  repose  in  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  nabob, 
hij^ess's  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  and  from  an  earnest  desise  not  to  subject  him 
war,  yet  from  a  principle  of  moderation  and  per^  to  any  embarrassment  on  this  occasion,  we 
sonal  attachment  to  our  old  ally,  his  highness  have  not  proposed  any  specific  assignment  of - 
die  nabob  of  the  Camatic,  for  whose  digni^  territory  or  revenue  for  securing  the  payments 
and  happiness  we  are  ever  solicitous,  and  to  aforesaid,  we  nevertheless  think  it  our  duty,  as 
cement  more  strongly,  if  possible,  that  mutual  well  to  the  private  creditors,  whose  interests 
harmony  and  confidence  ^ich  our  connection  in  this  respect  have  been  so  solemnly  intrusted 
makes  so  essentially  necessary  for  our  recipro-  to  us  by  the  late  act  of  parliament,  as  fit>m  re- 
cal  safety  and  welfare,  and  for  removing  from  gard  to  the  debt  due  to  the  company,  to  insist 
his  mind  every  idea  of  secret  design  on  our  part  on  a  declaration,  that  in  the  event  d'tbe  failure 
to  lessen  his  authority  aver  the  internal  govern'  of  the  security  proposed,  or  in  default  of  pay- 
men/  of  the  Camatic,  and  the  collection  and  ment  at  the  stipulated  periods,  we  reserve  to 
administration  (^  its  revenues,  we  have  re-  ourselves  full  right  to  demand  of  the  nabob 
solved  that  the  assignment  shall  be  surrender-  such  additUmal  security,  by  assignment  on  his 
ed ;  and  we  do  accordingly  direct  our  president,  country,  as  shall  be  effectual  for  answering  the 
in  whose  name  the  assignment  was  taken,  with-  purposes  of  the  agreement. 
out  dday,  to  surrender  the  same  to  his  highness.  Afler  having  conciliated  the  mind  of  the 
But  while  we  have  adopted  this  resolution,  we  nabob  to  this  measure,  and  adjusted  the  par- 
repose  entire  confidence  in  his  highness,  that,  ticulars,  you  are  to  carry  the  same  into  exe- 
actuated  by  the  same  motives  of  liberality,  and  cution  by  a  formal  deed  between  his  highness 
feelings  of  old  friendship  and  alliance,  he  will  and  the  company,  according  to  the  tenour  of 
cheerfully  and  instantly  accede  to  such  ar-  these  instructions. 

rangements  as  are  necessary  to  be  adopted  for  As  the  administration  of  the  British  interests 
our  common  safety,  and  for  preserving  the  re-  and  connections  in  India  has  in  some  respects 
spect,  rights,  and  interests  we  enjoy  in  the  assumed  a  new  shape  by  the  late  act  of  par- 
Camatic.  The  following  are  the  heads  and  liamunt,  and  a  general  peace  in  India  has 
principles  cX  such  an  arrangement  as  we  are  been  happily  accomplished,  the  present  appears 
decisively  of  opinion  must  be  adopted  for  these  to  us  to  be  the  proper  period,  and  which  can- 
purposes,  viz.  not  without  great  imprudence  be  omitted,  to 

That  for  making  a  provision  for  discharging  settle  and  arrange,  by  a  just  and  equitable 

the  nabob's  just  debts  to  the  company  and  treaty,  a  plan  for  the  future  defence  and  pro- 

iadividuals  (for  the  payment  of  which  his  high-  tection  of  the  Camatic,  both  in  time  of  peace 

ness  has  so  frequently  expressed  the  greatest  and  war,  on  a  solid  and  lasting  foundation, 

solicitude)  the  wiJbcb  shall  give  soucar  security  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  and 

for  the  punctual  pcu/metU,  by  instalmerUs,  into  necessary  object,  we  direct  you,  in  the  name 

the  company's  treasury,  of  twelve    lacs  of  of  the  company,  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours 

pagodas  per  annum  (as  voluntarily  proposed  by  to  impress  the  expediency  of,  and  the  good 

bis  highness)  until  those  debts,  with  interest,  effects  to  be  derived  from,  this  measure,  so 

shall  be  discharged ;  and  shall  also  consent  strongly  upon  the  minds  of  the  nabob  and  the 

that  the  equitable  provision  lately  made  by  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  as  to  prevail  upon  them| 
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Juintljor  Mparatdj,  to  enter  into  one  or  than  purposes  tha*  Ibat  of  4efmy!lig  the  expenses 

treaty  er  treaties  wHh  the  company,  gfounded  of  such  military  operaticxis  as  the  company 

•n  this  principle  of  equity,  That  ail  the  cob-  may  find  k  aeeessary  to  carry  oit  Ibr  tlie  cooh 

tracting  parties  shall  be  bound  to  contribute  moa  safety  of  their  interests  on  the  coast  of 

jointly  to  the  support  of  the  military  (bree  and  CoKnande). 

garrisons,  as  weU  in  peace  as  in  war.  And  %o  obviate  any  dificaltMs  or  tnlenndeF- 
That  the  military  peace  establbfament  aball  standing  whioli  might  arise  fiom  leanng  iado- 
be  fiirthwidi  settled  and  adjusted  by  Ae  oea»*  terminate  the  sura  necessary  to  be  appropri- 
pnny,  in  porsoance  of  the  aiMhority  and  diree*  ated  for  the  civil  establishment  of  each  of  the 
tions  given  to  them  by  the  late  act  of  parlilk*  f«speeti«ft  powert,  «hat  the  eum  be  wi«v  aseer- 
Bent.  tained  ndiich  is  indiapenniMy  ueceasaiy  to  be 
As  Ae  payment  of  the  troops  ud  garrkons,  applied  to  those  porposes,  and  which  is  to  be 
leecasional  expenses  in  the  repairs  and  iraptov^  held  saitttxi  under  every  esMrgeaey,  and  set 
ments  of  f<Mtifications,  and  other  serviees  inc»>  apart  preivtous  to  die  appHoMion  of  the  rest  of 
dental  to  a  military  establishment,  must  of  die  fef^nsnues,  as  hereby  stipulated,  for  4fae  pur- 
necessity  be  punctusJ  and  accurate,  no  latitude  poses  of  amtual  or  coimnon  defence  agamst 
ef  personal  assurance  or  reciprocal  confidence  my  «!ieaiy,  f>r  deormj^  die  incundbrance  vrhidi 
of  either  of  the  parties  on  the  other,  mnst  be  may  have  become  necessarily  inouned  in 
necepted  or  required-;  but  the  nabob  and  rajah  addition  to  the  «xpenditsse  cf  those  Fevennes 
■Mist  ef  necessity  specify  particniar  districts  mMdk  MtMC  be  afiMgw  darned  part  ^  Ae  tsv 
and  lovttmcs  for  securing  the  due  and  regular  esfoMislbfnenl.  This  we  thiidc  absolutely neces- 
payment  of  their  contributions  intothe  treasory  aaiy,  as  nothing  can  tend  so  much  to  the  pre- 
ef  the  company,  with  whom  the  charge  of  the  servatioR  «f  peace,  tmd  to  prevent  the  renewal 
defence  of  the  coast,  and  of  oeurse  the  power  of  hoMilitiAs,  as  the  early  putting  tiie  finances 
of  the  sword,  mast  be  exclusively  intntsted,  of  the  seveml  powers  upon  a  clear  footing; 
with  power  for  the  company,  in  case  of  ^ilure  md  tiie  shewing  to  all  <rther  powers,  that  ^ 
er  defknlt  of  sndi  payments,  at  the  stipnlated  eompaay,  the  nabob,  and  die  rajah,  are  firmly 
times  and  seasoiB,  to  enter  upon  and  possess  anited  in  one  comnKMi  eanse,  and  combined 
such  distiiets,  and  to  let  the  same  to  renters,  in  one  system  of  permanent  snd  vigorous  de- 
to  be  confirmed  by  fhe  nalMi^  and  4he  rajah  feifte,  for  the  presemAion  of  their  respective 
lespeetively ;  but  trusting  that  in  the  execution  temtories,  and  the  genend  tranquility. 
df  this  part  of  the  arrangement  no  undne  Thai  the  whole  aggregate  revenue  of  the 
^traction  will  be  given  by  either  of  those  contratAing  parties  ^h«ll,  during  the  war,  be 
powers,  we  direct,  t^t  llris  part  of  the  treaty  onder  die  appUeationef  die  company,  and  diaU 
Ire  conrpled  with  a  most  positive  assurance,  on  eon^tinoe  as  long  after  die  war  as  sAiott  6e  «>eoe»> 
oar  patt,  of  our  determination  to  support  *die  Mi^,  txt  diBdKtrge  Ae  bwthena  contrcKted  by  it; 
dignity  and  authority  of  the  nabob  and  rajidi,  but  it  indst  be  declared,  that  this  provision 
m  the  exclusive  administration  of  the  civil  shall  in  no  respect  extend  to  deprive  efther 
government  and  revenues  of  their  respective  the  nabob  or  the  rajah  of  the  substantial 
countries;  and  further,  that  incase  ofoT^hos-  authority  necessary  to  the  collection  of  the 
tility  committed  against  the  territories  of  either  revenues  of  their  respective  countries.  But 
ef  die  contracting  parties,  on  the  coast  of  Coro-  it  is  meant  that  they  shall  fatthfully  pei'form 
mandel,  the  whole  revenues  of  their  respective  the  conditions  olf  this  arrangement;  luid  if  a 
territories  shall  be  considered  m  one  common  division  of  any  part  of  the  revenues,  to  any 
stock,  to  be  appropriated  in  the  commcNi  cause  odier  than  the  stipulated  purposes,  a^aH  take 
of  their  defence — That  the  c<nnpany  on  their  place,  the  company  shall  be  entided  to  take 
part  shall  engage  to  refi-ain,  during  the  ttxtr,  upon  themselves  the  collection  of -the  revenue, 
from  the  application  of  any  part  of  their  reve-  The  company  are  to  engage,  dming  the  time 
nues  to  any  commercial  purposes  whatsoever,  they  riiall  administer  the  revenoes,  to  produce 
,  but  apply  the  whole,  save  only  the  ordinary  to  the  other  contracting  parties  regular  ao- 
charges  of  their  civil  government,  to  the  put^  counts  of  the  application  thereof  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  war — That  the  nabob  and  the  poses  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  fitithfiilly 
rajah  shall  in  like  manner  engage  on  their  apply  them  in  support  of  the  vwar. 
parts  to  refrain,  during  the  war,  from  the  ap-  And  lastly,  as  the  defence  of  the  Oamatic 
pKcation  of  any  part  of  their  revenues,  save  is  thus  to  rest  with  the  company,  Ae  nabob 
(mly  what  shall  be  actually  necessary  for  the  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  avoiding 
support  of  themselves,  and  the  civil  govern-  aU  minecessary  expense,  and  will  dierefora 
ment  of  their  respective  countries,  to  any  other  agree  not  to  mamtain  a  greater  number  of 
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troops  than  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  and  the  iniputati<m  of  corruptioD,  suggested  ki 

of  his  dignity,  and  the  splendour  of  the  durbar,  some  of  the  proceedings,  appears  to  be  totally 

which  numb^  shall  be  speciHed  in  the  treaty ;  groundless  and  unwarranted, 

and  if  any  military  aid  is  requisite  for  the  se-  While  we  find  so  much  to  applaud,  it  is  with 

curity  and  collection  of  his  revenues,  other  than  regret  we  are  induced  to  oAveti  to  any  thing 

the  fixed  establishment  employed  to  enforce  4vhich  may  appear  worthy  of  blame,  as  the  step 

the  ordinary  collections,  and  preserve  the  po-  of  issuing  the  Torana  Chits  in  Lord  Macart' 

lice  of  the  country,  the  company  must  be  bound  ney's  own  name  can  only  be  justified  upon  the 

to  fiimish  him  with  such  aid :  the  rajah  of  ground  of  absolute  necessity  ;*  and    as  his 

Tanjore  must  likewise  become  bound  by  simi-  lordship  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 

lar  engagements,  and  be  entitled  to  similar  aid.  demand,  when  made,  would  be  irksome  and 

As,  in  virtue  oit  the  powers  vested  in  Lord  disagreeable  to  the  feelings  of  Mahomed  Ally, 

Macartney,  by  the  agreement  of  December,  every  precaution  ou^t  to  have  been  usedi  and 

1781,  sundry  leases,  of  various  periods,  have  more  time  allowed,  for  (woving  that  necessity, 

been  granted  to  renters,  we  direct,  that  you  by  previous  acts  of  address,  civility,  and  con^ 

apply  to  the  nabob,  in  our  name,  for  his  con-  ciliation,  applied  for  the  purposes  of  obtaining 

sent,  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  hold  their  his  authority  to  such  a  measure.    It  appears 

leases  to  the  end  of  the  stipulated  term ;  and  to  us,  that  more  uf  this  might  have  been  used ; 

we  have  great  reliance*  on  the  liberality  and  and  therefore  we  cannot  consider  the  omission 

spirit  of  accommodation  manifested  by  the  of  it  as  blameless,  consistent  with  our  wishes 

nabob  on  so  many  occasions,  that  he  will  be  of  sanctifying  no  act  contrary  to  the  spirit  <^ 

disposed  to  acquiesce  in  a  proposition  so  jtut  the  agreement,  or  derogatory  to  the  authority 

and  reaaonoNe ;  but  if,  contrary  to  our  ezpectap*  of  the  nabch  of  the  Camatic,  in  the  exercise 

tioni^  his  highness  should  be  impressed  with  of  any  of  his  just  rights,  in  the  government  <^ 

any  particular  aversion  to  comply  with  this  the  people  under  his  authority, 

proposition,  we  do  not  desire  you  to  insist  upon  We  likewise  observe,  the  nabob  has  com» 

it  as  an  essential  part  of  the  arrangement  to  plained  that  no   official  communication  was 

take  place  between  us ;  but  in  that  event  you  made  to  him  of  the  peace,  for  near  a  month 

most  take  especial  care  to  give  such  indenmi-  after  the  cessation  of' arms  took  place.    This, 

fication  to  the  renteni  for  any  loss  they  may  nnd  every  other  mtak  of  disrespect  to  the  nap 

Bostain,  as  you  judge  to  foe  reMonable.  bob,  will  ever  appear  hi^ly  reprehensible  in 

It  equaUy  ooneems  the  honour  of  our  govern-  our  eyes ;  and  we  direct  that  you  do,  upon  aU 

ment,  that  such  natives  as  may  have  been  put  occasions,  pay  the  highest  attenti<Hi  to  him 

in  any  degree  of  aoth<Mity  over  the  cdlections,  and  his  family. 

in  consequMice  of  the  deed  of  assignment,  and  Lcstl  Macartney,  in  his  minute  of  tlie  dth 
who  have  proved  faithful  to  their  trust,  shall  of  September  last,  has  been  fully  under  our 
not  suffer  ineonvenienee  on  account  of  their  ccxisideration :  we  shall  over  applaud  the  prt>- 
fidelity.  dence  and  fwesight  of  our  servants,  which  in- 
Having  thus  given  our  sentiments  at  large,  duces  them  to  collect  and  communicate  to  us, 
M  well  for  the  surrender  of  the  assignment,  as  every  opinion,  or  even  ground  of  suspicion, 
with  regard  to  those  arrangements  which  we  they  may  entertain,  relative  to  any  of  Uie 
think  necessary  to  adopt  in  consequence  thwe-  powers  in  India,  with  whose  conduct  our  in- 
of,  we  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  ex*  rest,  and  the  safety  of  our  settlements,  is  es- 
pressing  our  highest  approbation  of  the  atMitUy  ,  ,  ^  .^r 
moderalhn,  mdcmmand  er<»f9>er,  with  which  *  ^o'' *«  full  P^oofof  this  necessity.  Lord  Ma- 
•  J  .  *  •»«■  j_-.  u^  II  .  J  1  •  cartney's  whole  correspondence  on  the  Bui>ject 
our  president  at  Madras  has  conducted  hin>.  "^"^  Jj  referred  to.    Without  the  act  here  con- 

self  in  the  management  of  a  very  delicate  and  demned,  not  one  of  the  acts  commended  in  the 

embarrassing  situation.    His  conduct,  and  that  preceding  paragraph  could  be  performed.    By 

of  the  select  committee  of  Port  St.  George,  in  «f«"»[!e  '^  ^^"^  JT^!!  *?f  *^t '?  illlli^rSfr  h« 

,.                ,.       ^  .u    *    -*  J  1      ^  J  .    T      J  itwUl  be  seen  what  sort  oftask  agovemour  has 

the  execution  of  the  trust  delegated  to  Lord  J^  ^is  hands,  who  is  to  use,  a<5:ording  to  the 

Macartney,  by  the  nabob  Mahomed  Ally,  has  direction  of  this  letter,  "  acts  of  address,  civility, 

been  vigorous  and  effectual,  for  the  purpose  of  and  conciliation,  and  to  pay,  upon  oK  occa- 

ftt  *  Jrh*\l  nf  nA-  sions,  the  highest  attention^'  to  persons,  who  at 

,  at  a  crisis  oine-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^  falsely,  -"^ «"  ♦»»*  »ro«9«.«t 

terms,  accusing  him  of  pec 
treason,  and  every  species 


realizing  as  great  a.  revenue 


-.  ^      i    -  t      TTk      !       A    •  ;T  the  very  tinie  are  falsely,  and  in  the  grossest 

eessity,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admitted;  tennis,  accusing  him  of  peculation,  corruption, 

treason,  and  every  species  of  malversation  In 

sFerttaegromidofthls  <* great  rslianesj"  see  office.    The  recommendation,  under  menaces 

Ibe  papers  in  this  Appendix,  No.  5 ;  as  al^o  the  of  such  behaviour,  and    under  such  (yrcum- 

nabob's  letters  to  the  court  of  directors  in  this  stances,  conveys  a  lesson,  the  tendency  of  wnicn 

Appendix,  No.  10.  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
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■eotially  connected.    At  the  same  time  we  consider  the  irreversible  order  of  the  comt  of 
earnestly  recommend,  that  those  opinions  and  directors  of  the  year  1714  (whereby  their  pec^ 
speculations  be  communicated  to  us  with  pru-  were  prohibited  from  having  any  dealings  with 
dence,  discretion,  and  all  possible  secrecy ;  the  country  governments  in  money  matters)  to 
and  the  terms  in  which  they  are  conveyed  be  ex-  be  in  full  force  and  vigour ;  and  thereby  ei> 
pressed  in  a  manner  as  little  offensive  as  possible  pressly  forbidding   all  servants  of  the  com* 
to  the  powers  whom  they  may  concern,  tmd  into  pany,  and  other  Europeans  under  their  juris* 
uAose  hands  they  may  fall"  *  diction,  to  make  loans,  or  have  any  mooey 
We  next  proceed  to  give  you  our  sentiments  transactions  with  any  <^  the  princes  or  states 
respecting  tlie  private  debts  of  the  nabob ;  and  in  India,  without  special  licence  and  permit 
we  cannot  but  acknowledge^  that  the  origin  and  sion  of  the  president  and  council  for  die  tinw 
justice,  both  of  ihe  loan  of  1767,  and  the  luan  being,  except  only  in  the  particular  cases  there 
of  1777,  commonly  called  the  cavalry   loan,  mentioned;  and  declaring,  that  any  wilful  de- 
appear  to  us  clear  and  indisputable,  agreeable  viation  therefrom  should  be  deemed  a  breach 
to  the  true  sense  and  spirit  of  the  late  act  of  of  orders,  and  treated  as  such.    And  on  the 
parliament.  4th  of  March,  1778,  it  was  r^olved  by  our 
In  speaking  of  the  loan  of  1767,  we  are  to  president  and  council  of  Fort  Sl  George,  that 
be  understood  as  speaking  of  the  debt  as  con-  the  consolidated  debt  of  1777  was  not,  on  any 
stituted  by  the  original  bonds  of  that  year,  respect  whatever,  conducted  under  the  aus- 
bearing  interest  at  ten  per  cent.;  and  there-  pices  or  protection  of  that  government ;  aodos 
fore,  if  any  of  the  nabob's  creditors,  under  a  the  circumstance  of  the  consolidation  of  the 
pretence  that  their  debts  made  part  of  the  con-  said  debt  being  made  known  to  us,  we  did, 
solidated  debt  of  1767,   although  secured  by  on  the  23d  (^  December,  1778,  write  to  you  in 
bonds  of  a  subsequent  date,  carrying  an  inte-  the  following  terms :    "  Tour  account  of  the 
rest  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  shall  claim  the  nabob's  private  debts  b  very  alarming;  bat 
benefit  of  the  following  orders,  we  direct  that  from  whatever  cause   or  causes  those  deto 
you  pay  no  regard  to  such  claims,  without  fur-  have  been  c(Hitracted  or  increased,  we  hereby 
ther  special  instructions  for  that  purpose.  repeat  our  orders,  that  the   sanction  of  the 
With  respect  to  the  consolidated  debt  of  company  be  on  no  account  given  to  any  kind 
1777,  it  certainly  stands  upon  a  less  favourable  of  security  for  the  payment  or  liquidation  of 
footing.    So  early  as  the  27th  March,  1769,  any  part  thereof  (except  by  the  express  autho- 
it  was  ordered  by  our  then  president  and  coun-  rity  of  the  court  of  directors)  on  any  account 
cil  of  Fort  St  George,  that  for  the  preventing  or  pretence  whatever." 
all  persons  living  under  the  company's  pro-  The  loan  of  1777,  therefore,  has  no  sanction 
tection  from  having  any  dealings  with  any  of  or  authority  from  us ;  and  in  considering  the 
the  country  powers,  or  their  ministers,  wiUiout  situation  and  circumstances  of  this  loan,  we 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  board,  an  ad-  cannot  omit  to  observe,  that  the  creditors  could 
vertisement  should  be  published,  by  fixing  it  not  be  ignorant  how  greatly  the  afiairs  of  the 
up  at  the  sea-gate,  and  sending  round  a  copy  nabob  were  at  that  time  deranged,  and  that  his 
to  the  company's  servants  and  inhabitants,  and  debt  to  the  company  was  then  very  consider^ 
to  the  different  subordinates,  and  our  garri-  able ;  the  payment  of  which  the  parties  took 
sons,  and  giving  it  out  in  general  orders;  sta-  the  most  effectual  means  to  postpone,  by  pro- 
ting  therein,  that  the  president  and  council  did  curing  an  assignment  of  such  specific  revenues, 

for  the  discharge  of  their  own  debts,  as  akvM 

♦  The  delicacy  here  recommended  In  the  ex-  ^^^^^  *^*^®  enabled  the  nabob  to  have  dis- 
preaaiona  concerning  conduct  "  with  which  the  charged  that  of  the  company. 
saCety  of  our  seiilementa  is  essentially  con-  Under  all  these  circumstances,  we  should 
nected,"  is  a  lesson  of  ihe  same  nature  with  the  \^  warrantwi  tn  rpfiis«  nnr  ni/1  /«.  f>.^<^:»n  in 
former.  Dangerous  designs,  if  truly  such,  ought  Sf  ""^^^^^^  ^  ^ff^^®  ^"'^  ^^  ^  protection  IB 
to  be  expressed  according  to  their  nature  and  'V®  recovery  of  this  loan;  but  when  we  con- 
qualities  ;  and  as  for  the  secrecy  recommended  sider  the  inexpediency  of  keeping  the  subject 
concerning  the  designs  here  alluded  to,  nothing  of  the  nabob's  debts  longer  afloat  than  is  ab- 
can  be  more  absurd,  as  they  appear  very  fullv  i  .♦  i  u  ^V  i 
anddirectlyinthe  papers  pMblPshed  by  the  au^  solutely  necessary  ;  when  we  consider  bo«r 
thority  of  the  court  of  directors  In  1775,  and  may  rouch  "le  final  conclusion  of  this  business  will 
be  easily  discerned  from  the  propositions  for  the  tend  to  promote  tranquillity,  credit,  and  ciwO" 
Bengal  treaty,  published  iri  the  Reports  of  the  lation  of  property  in  die  Camatic:  and  when 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  and  in  the  Reports  of  the  «„  o««-;Jl.  Tv^./tk-  uk»  -  J  -Z  .\^ 
Select  Committee.  The  keeping  of  such  secrets  ^«  ^on^wer  that  the  debtor  concurs  with  the 
too  long  has  been  one  cause  of  the  Carnatic  <^i'^it<^  >n  establishing  the  justice  of  thoie 
war,  and  of  the  ruin  of  our  affairs  in  India.  debts  consolidated  in  1777  into  groH  8Uiii%  Ar 
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^ich  bonds  were  given,  liable  to  be  trans-  The  application  of  the  twelve  lacs  is  then 

forred  to  persons  different  from  the  original  to  be, 

creditors,  and  having  no  share  or  knowledge  1.  To  the  interest  of  the  debt,  1777,  as  above. 
of  ihe  transactions  in  which  the  debts  origi-  The  remainder  to  be  then  equally  divided ;  one 
mUed,  and  of  course  how  little  ground  there  is  half  towards  the  discharge  of  the  current  inte- 
to  expect  any  substantial  good  to  result  from  rest  and  principal  of  the  cavalry  loan,  and  the 
an  unlimited  investigation  into  them,  we  have  other  half  towards  the  discharge  of  the  corn- 
resolved  so  far  to  recognise  the  justice  of  those  pany's  debt. 

debts,  as  to  extend  to  them  Uiat  protection  When  the  cavalry  loan  shall  be  thus  dis- 

which,  upon  more  forcible  grounds,  we  have  charged,  there  shall  then  be  paid,  towards 

seen  caase  to  allow  to  the  other  two  classes  of  the  dischai^e  of  the  company^s  debt,  seven 

debts.    But,  although  we  so  far  adopt  the  ge-  faics. 

neral  presumption  in  their  favour,  as  to  admit  To  the  growing  interest  and  capital  q£  the 

fhem  to  a  participation  in  the  manner  here-  1777  loan,  five  lacs. 

after  directed,  we  do  not  mean  to  debar  you  When  the  company's  debt  shall  be  dis« 

from  receiving  any  ccnnplaints  against  those  charged,  the  whole  is  then  to  be  applied  in 

debts  of  1777,  at  the  instance  either  of  the  discharge  of  the  debt  1777. 

nabob  himself,  or  of  other  creditors  injured  by  If  the  nabob  shall  be  prevailed  upon  to  apply 

their  being  so  admitted,  or  by  any  other  pep.  the  arrears  and  growing  payments  of  the  Tan- 

•ons  having  a  proper  interest,  or  stating  rea-  jore  peshcush  in  further  discharge  of  his  debts, 

•enable  grounds  of  objection ;  and  if  any  com-  over  and  above  the  twelve  lacs  of  pagodas,  we 

plaints  are  offered,  we  order  that  the  grounds  direct  that  the  whole  of  that  payment,  when 

f^  all  such  be  attentively  examined  by  you,  made,  shall  be  applied  towards  the  reduction 

and  be  transmitted  to  us,  together  with  the  of  the  company's  debt, 

evidence  adduced  in  support  of  them,  for  our  We  have  laid  down  these  general  rules  of 

final  decision;  and  as  we  have  before  directed,  distribution,  as  appearing  to  us  founded  on  jus- 

tliat  the  stmi  of  twelve  lacs  of  pagodas,  to  be  tice,  and  the  relative  circumstances  of  the 

received  annually  from  the  nabob,  should  be  different  debts ;  and  therefore  we  give  our  au- 

pcud  into  our  treasury,  it  is  our  order  that  the  thority  and  protection  to  them  only  on  the 

■ame  be  distributed  according  to  the  following  supposition  that  they  who  ask  our  protecti(xi 

arrangement.  acquiesce  in  the  c(Hidition  upon  which  it  is 

That  the  debt  be  made  up  in  the  following  given ;  and  therefore  we  expressly  order,  that 

manner,  viz.  if  any  creditor  of  the  nabob,  a  servant  of  the 

The  debt  consolidated  in  1767  to  be  made  company,  or  being  under  our  protection,  shall 

op  to  die  end  of  the  year  1784,  with  the  current  refuse  to  express  his  acquiescence  in  these  ar- 

interest  at  ten  per  cent.  rangementS;  he  shall  not  only  be  excluded  from 

The  cavalry  loan  to  be  made  up  to  the  same  receiving  any  share  of  the  fund  under  your 

period,  with  the  curr«it  interest  at  twelve  per  distribution,  but  shall  be  prohibited  from  taking 

cent.  any  separate  measures  to  recover  his  debt  from 

The  debt  consolidated  in  1777  to  be  made  the  nabob,  it  being  one  great  inducement  to  our 

op  to  the  same  period,  with  the  current  interest  adopting  this  arrangement,  that  the  nabob  shall 

at  twelve  per  cent  to  November,  1781,  and  be  relieved  from  all  further  disquietude  by  the 

firom  thence  with  the  current  interest  at  six  per  importunities  of  his  individual  creditors,  and 

omt.  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue  those  measures  for 

The  twelve  lacs  annually  to  be  received,  are  the  prosperity  of  his  country,  which  the  em- 
then  to  be  applied,  barrassments  of  his  situation  have  hitherto 

1.  To  the  growing  interest  on  the  cavalry  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  exerting.    And 
loan,  at  twelve  per  cent.  we  further  direct,  that  if  any  creditor  shall  be 

2.  To  the  growing  interest  on  the  debt  of  found  refractory,  or  disposed  to  disturb  the 
1777,  at  six  per  cent.  arrangement  we  have  suggested,  he  shall  be 

The  remainder  to  be  equally  divided ;  one  dismissed  the  service,  and  sent  home  to  Eng- 

faalf  to  be  applied  to  the  extinction  of  the  com-  land. 

pany's  debt,  the  other  half  to  be  applied  to  the  The  directions  we  have  given  only  apply  to 

payment  of  growing  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  the  three  classes  of  debts  which  have  come 

and  towards  the  discharge  of  the  principal  of  under  our  observation.    It  has  been  surmised, 

tte  debt  of  1767.  that  the  nabob  has  of  late  contracted  fiirther 

•    This  arrangement  to  continue  till  the  piin-  debts ;  if  any  of  these  are  due  to  British  sub- 

dpal  of  the  debt  1767  is  discharged.  jects,  we  forbid  any  counteoaoce  or  protectioo 
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whatever  to  be  given  to  them,  until  the  debt  is  vice,  or  midcr  their  protecti(»,  be  forthwidi 

fully  invcstigattKl,  the  nature  of  it  reported  sent  to  England. 

home,  and  our  special  instructions  upon  it  re-  Approved  by  the  Board. 

^'^We'cannot  conclude  this  subject,  without  w^^Qm^S^M^' 

adverting  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  prohi-  ^  ,,^ff"'              w  ^   o^^^'  T 1? 

bitions  which  have  from  time  to  time  issued  ^^  Oct.  1784.          W.  W  GRENVILLE 

under  the  authority  of  different  courts  of  di-  MUL-UKAVlfi. 

rectors  against  any  of  our  servants,  or  of  those  .,«             .^.        ^^    n^ 

under  our  protection,  having  any  money  trans-  E^<^fiom  the  Ripre^ent^  ofOieOmrt 

actions  wiih  any  of  the  country  powers,  without  °/  ^«*^«  «/  ^  ^<^  ^~^  <^''>»9»««y 

the  knowledge  and  previous  consent  of  our  re-  n,    t     j        j  /-«      i 

spective  governments  abroad  -,  we  are  happy  ^y  Lords  and  GenUemcn, 

to  find  that  the  nabob,  sensible  of  the  great  It  is  with  extreme  concern  that  we  esprea 

embarrassments  both  to  his  own  and  the  com-  a  difference  of  opinion  with  your  ri^t  honoar- 

pany's  affairs,  which  the  enormous  amount  of  able  board,  in  this   early   exercise  of  your 

their  private  claims  have  occasioned,  is  willing  controuling  power  ;  but  in  so  novel  an  instito- 

to  engage  not  to  incur  any  new  debts  with  in-  tion,  it  can  scarce  be  thought  extraordinaiyf 

dividuals,  and  we  think  little  difficulty  will  be  if  the  exact  boundaries  of  our  respective  fimo- 

found  in  persuading  his  highness  into  a  positive  tions  and  duties  should  not  at  once,  on  eithtf 

stipulation  for  that  purpose ;  and  though  tlie  side,  be  precisely  and  familiarly  understood, 

legislature  has  thus  humanely  interfered  in  be-  and  therefore  confide  in  your  justice  and  ctt> 

half  of  such  individuals  as  might  otherwise  dour  for  believing  that  we  have  no  wish  to 

have  been  reduced  to  great  distress  by  the  past  evade  or  frustrate  the   salutary  purposes  of 

transactions,  we  hereby)  to  the  most  pointed  your  institution,  aa  we  on  our  part  are  tho- 

and  positive  terms,  repeat  our  prohibition  upon  roughly  satisfied  that  you  have  no  wish  to  e» 

this  subject ;  and  direct  that  no  person,  being  croach  on  the  legal  powers  <^  the  East  India 

a  servant  of  the  coni|>any,  or  being  under  our  company:  we  shall  proceed  to  state  our  objeo- 

protection,  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  tions  to  such  o[  the  amendments  as  appear  to 

be  concerned  in  any  loan  or  other  money  trans-  us  to  be  either  ioBufficieat,  inexpedient,  or 

action  with  any  of  the  country  powers,  unless  unwarranted. 

with  the  knowledge  and  express  permissicm  of^,       _  ,        ,          .          ^  -^^     ^  ^ 

our  respective  gSvemraenis.    And  if  any  of  «*'    Concerning  th6  pnvate  Debts  rfje 

our  servants,  or  others  being  under  our  pro-  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  Application  of  the 

tection,  shall  be  discovered  in  any  respect  F»™*  ""^  ^^«*^®  ^"^  °*^  Pagodas  per  An- 

counteracting  these  orders,  we  strictly  enjoin  num. 

you  to  take  the  first  c^portunity  of  sending  Under  this  head  you  are  pleased,  in  Um  of 

them  home  to  England,  to  be  punished  as  guilty  our  paragraphs,  to  substantiate  at  once  the 

if  disobedience  of  orders,  and  no  protection  or  justice  of  all  those  demands  which  the  ad 

assistance  of  the  company  shall  be  given  for  requires  us  to  investigate,  subject  only  to  a 

the  recovery  of  any  loans  connected  with  such  right  reserved  to  the  nabob,  or  any  other  pai^ 

transactions.     Your  particular  attention  to  concerned,  to  question  the  justice  <^  any  debt 

this  subject  is   strictly  enjoined;   and  any  falling  within  the  lasted  the  three  classes;  wo 

connivance  on  your  parts,  to  a  breach  of  our  submit,  that  at  least  the  opportunity  of  ques- 

orders  up<Hi  it,  will    incur  »ur  highest  di9-  tioning,  within  the  limited  time,  the  justice  of 

pleasure.  any  of  the  debts,  ought  to  have  been  fully  pre» 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  those  intrigues,  served ;  and  supposing  the  first  aod  seotod 

which  have  been  so  successfully  carried  on  at  classes  to  stand  free  from  imputation  (as  wf 

the  nabob's  durbar,  we  repeat  our  prohibition  incline  to  believe  they  do)  no  injury  can  reniH 

in  the  strongest  terms  repecting  any  intercourse  to  individuals  from  such  discussion:  and  ws 

between  Britisli  subjects  and  the  nabob  and  further  submit  to  your  consideration,  how  far 

his  family,  as  we  are  convinced  that  such  an  the  express  direction  of  the  act  to  examine  tbt 

intercourse  has  been  carried  on  greatly  to  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  debts  has  been,  bf 

detriment   and  expense  of  the   nabob,  and  the  amended  paragraphs,  complied  with  {  aai 

merely  to  the  advantage  of  individuals.    We  whether  at  least  the  rate  of  interest,  accordiiC 

therefore  direct,  that  all  persons  who  shall  to  which  the  debts  arising  firom  floiiaar  »map» 

ciend  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this  ne>  ment  of  tbtt  land  revenues  to  the  stmMis  of 

•essaiy  order,  whether  in  the  company's  ser-  the  compatiy>  acting  in  CkacaiNwitjr  of  mtifv 
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baBkers;  have  been  accumulated,  ought  not  to  Exttael  qf  a  Letter  Jrwn  the  Commiuionenjbr 

he  inquired  into,  as  well  as  the  reasonableness  of  the  J^aire  of  India,  to  the  Court  ofJDireetan, 

the  deduction  of  25  per  cent,  which  the  Bengal  dated  3d  November ,  1784,  tn  Aruwer  to  their 

government  directed  to  be  made  from  a  great  Remonetranoe. 

part  of  the  debts  on  certain  conditions.  But  to  Sixth  Article* 

jour  appropriation  of  the  fund,  our  duty  re-  We  think  it  proper,  considering  the  porti- 

quires  that  we  should  state  our  strongest  dis-  cular  nature  of  the  subject,  to.  state  to  you  the 

sent.    Our  right  to  be  paid  the  arrears  of  those  following  remarks  on  that  part  of  your  repre- 

expenses,  by  which,  almost  to  our  own  ruin,  sentation  which  relates  to  the  plan  for  the 

we  have  {reserved  the  country,  and  aU  the  discharging  of  the  nabob's  debts, 

property  connected  with  it,  from  falling  a  prey  Ist.  You  compute  the  revenue  which  the 

to  a  foreign  conquerour,  surely  stands  parar  Camatic  may  be  ejtpected  to  produce  only  at 

mount  to  all  claims  for  former  debts  upon  the  twenty  lacs  of  pagodas.    If  we  concurred  with 

revenues  of  a  country  so  preserved,  even  if  the  you  in  this  opinicm,  we  should  certainly  feel 

legislature  had  not  expressly  limited  the  assis-  our  hopes  of  advantage  to  all  the  parties  from 

tanco  to  be  given  the  private  creditors  to  be  thisarrangementconsid^ably  diminished.  But 

such   as  should  be  consistent  with  our  own  we  trust,  that  we  are  not  too  sanguine  on  this 

rights.    The  nabob  had,  long  bef<»re  passing  head,  when  we  place  the  greatest  reliance  on 

the  act,  by  treaty  with  our  Bengal  government,  the  estimate  transmitted  to  you  by  your  presi- 

agreed  to  pay  us  seven  lacs  of  pagodas,  as  dentof  Fort  St.  George,  having  there  the  best 

part  of  the  twelve  lacs,  in  liquidation  o£  those  means  of  information  upon  the  fact,  and  stating 

arrears,  of  which  seven  lacs  the  arrangement  it  with  a  particular  view  to  the  subject  matter 

you  have  been  pleased  to  lay  down  would  take  of  these  paragraphs.     Some  allowance,  we 

away  from  us  more  than  the  half,  and  give  it  are  sensible,  must  be  made  for  the  difference 

to  fM-ivate  creditors,  o£  whose  demands  there  of  collection  in  the  nabob's  hands,  but  we  trust 

are  only  about  a  sixth  part  which  do  not  stand  not  such  as  to  reduce  the  receipt  nearly  to 

in  a  predicament  that  you  declare  would  not  what  you  suppose. 

entitle  them  to  any  aid  or  protection  from  us  2dly.  In  making  up  the  amount  of  the  pri- 

in  the  recovery  thereof,  were  it  not   upon  vate  debts,  you  take  in  compound  interest  at 

grounds  of  expediency,  as  will  more  particu-  the  difierent  rates  specified  in  our  paragraph, 

larly  appear  by  the  annexed  estimate.    Until  This  it  was  not  our  intention  to  allow ;  and 

our  detMts  shall  be  discharged,  we  can  by  no  lest  any  misconception  should  aiise  on  the 

means  consent  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  seven  spot,  we  have  added  an  express  direction,  that 

lacs  to  the  private  creditcM^ ;  and  we  humbly  the  debts  be  made  up  with  simple  interest  only, 

ai^irehend,  that  in  this  declaration  we  do  not  from  the  time  of  their  repective  consolidation. 

exceed  the  limits  of  the  authority  and  rights  Clause  F  f. 

vested  in  us.  Sdly.  We  have  also  the  strongest  grounds  to 

believe,  that  the  debts  will  be,  in  other  respects, 

The  Right  honourable  the  Commissioners  for  considerably  less  than  they  are  now  computed 

the  Affairs  of  India.  hy  you;   and    consequently,  the  company's 

^.    *>n«»*^^».«m  ^^,^«-r    ..  t     «  annual  proportion  of  the  twelve  lacs  will  be 

The  REPRESENTATION  qf  the  Court  ,         ^J'^^      _,„  o„  y^^,  estimate.    But 

<if  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company.  ^^^  ^  y^^^  ^^  statement  of  it,  if  we  add  to 

My  Lords  and  GenUemen,  the  £.160,000  or  3,75,000  pagodas  (which  yoft 

_                 1     .       .  1       ..     J  J  .  take  as  the  annual  proportion  to  be  received 

Thb  court  havmg  duly  attended  to  your  .     ^j^^                 ^^^  ^^^  years  to  the  end  oT 

reasonmgs  and  decisions,  on  the  subjects  of  j^g^   ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^^  Tanjore  pcsh* 

Amee  and  Hanaraantagoody,  beg  leave  to  ^^^j^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^ 

observe,  with  due  deference  to  your  judgment,  ^^      hcush,  (proposed  by  Lord  Macartney  to 

thattiiedirections  we  had  given  m  these  para-  ^  ^^.^^  j^  ^^^    ^^^^  ^^  ^^1^  wifi 

paphs,  which  did  not  obtam  your  approba-  ^^^  ^  ^^  „^j  j.^„i              4^^  of  pagodaa 

Uon  still  appear  to  us  to  have  been  consistent  8500,000,  the  amount  of  pagodas    7,00,000 

with  jusuce,  and  agreeaWe  to  the  late  act  of  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^      ^^     And  if  w* 

parUament   which  pointed  out  to  us,  as  we  ^        ^  cafculations  farther,  it  will  appear 

^prehended,  the  treaty  on762  as  our  guide,  ^y^^/^^  ^    ^^  p,^  ^^^  by  the  nabob, 

Signed  by  order  of  the  said  court,  ^  ^^J^  j^  y^^^  paragraphs,  and  by  thAt 

THO.  MORTON,  Sec  which  we  transmittfed  to  you,  the  debt  ttoth  thb 

EaUiiteaHoum,  9i  Nco.  1184.  nubob,  tf  tak«&  U  £.8,000,000  wil  be  dl»> 
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charged  nearly  at  the  same  period,  viz.  in  the  elucidation  of  matters  complained  of,  &XBtM 
course  of  the  eleventh  year.  We  cannot  there-  decency,  and  cotnoion  policy,  demanded  an 
fore  be  of  opinion  tJmt  there  u  the  smallest  inquiry  into  their  truth  or  falsehood.  Thcwri- 
ground  for  objecting  to  this  arrangement,  as  ting  is  obviously  the  product  <^  some  "EngHah 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  even  pen.  If,  on  inquiry,  these  charges  ^ookibe 
if  the  measure  were  to  be  considered  on  the  made  good  (a  thing  very  unlikely)  tiie  party 
mere  ground  of  expediency,  and  with  a  view  accused  would  become  a  just  object  of  anf 
only  to  the  wisdom  of  re-establishing  credit  madversion.  If  they  should  be  found  (as  ia 
and  circulation  in  a  commercial  settlement,  all  probability  tiiey  would  be  found)  false  and 
without  any  consideration  of  those  motives  of  caluntnious,  and  supported  by  fifirgtryy  tbea 
attention  to  the  feelings  and  honour  of  the  the  censure  would  fall  on  the  accuser ;  at  the 
nabob,  of  humanity  to  individuals,  and  of  jus-  same  time  the  necessity  would  be  manifest  (or 
tice  to  persons  in  your  service,  and  living  proper  measures  towards  the  security  of  go- 
under  your  protection,  which  have  actuated  vemment  against  such  in&mous  accusations, 
the  legislature,  and  which  afford  not  only  jus-  It  is  as  necessary  to  protect  the  honest  famo 
tifiable,  but  commendable  grounds  for  your  of  virtuous  govemours,  as  it  is  to  puni^  the 
conduct.  corrupt  and  tyrannical.  But  neither  the  court 
Impressed  with  this  conviction,  we  have  not  of  directors  nor  the  board  of  cootroul  bare 
made  any  alteration  in  the  general  outlines  of  made  any  inquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood 
the  arrangement  which  we  had  before  trans-  of  these  charges.  They  have  covered  over  the 
mitted  to  you.  But,  as  the  amount  of  the  na-  accusers  and  accused  with  abundance  of  com- 
bob's  revenue  is  matter  of  uncertain  conjecture,  pliments.  They  have  insinuated  some  obliqne 
and  as  it  does  not  appear  just  to  us,  that  any  censures ;  and  they  have  recommended  per- 
deficiency  should  fall  wholly  on  any  one  class  feet  harmony  between  the  chargers  of  corrtip- 
of  these  debts,  we  have  added  a  direction  to  tion  and  peculation,  and  the  persons  charged 
your  government  of  Fort  St.  George,  that  if,  with  these  crimes.] 

notwithstanding  the    provisions  contained  iri  ^^  October,  1182.    Extract  of  a  TranM^n 
our  former  paragraphs,  any  deficiency  should         ^r^  Letter  from  the  Nabob  of  Jrcot  to  tk 
arise,  the  payments  of  what  shall  be  received         chairman  of  the  court  of  DirectortqfthtEiat 
shaU  be  made  in  the  same  proportion  which         j^-^  C(mpany. 
would  have  obtained  in  the  division  of  the 
whole  twelve  lacs,  had  they  been  paid.  "  Fatally  for  me,  and  for  the  public  i*- 

terest,  the  company's  favour  and  my  unbounded 
confidence  have  been  lavished  on  a  man  totaHy 

unfit  for  the  exalted  station  in  which  he  has 

APPENDIX,  No.  10.  *>een  placed,  and  unworthy  of  the  trusts  that 

-,   -       y  .    e  .,«  have  been  reposed  in  him.     When  I  speak  of 

Referred  to  from  p.  412.  ^„^  ^^^  ^^  ^  j^^pj^  ^^^^^^  ^^  j^^^^  ^ 

[The    following  extracts  are  subjoined,  to  wounds  bleed  afresh,  and  I  must  be  allowed 

ahew  the  matter  and  the  style  of  representati(ui  that  freedom  of  expression  which  the  galling 

employed   by  those  who   have  obtained  that  reflection  of  my  injuries  and  my  misfortunes 

ascendency  over  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  which  naturally  draws  from  me.    Shall  your  servants, 

is  described  in  the  letter  marked  No.  6  of  unchecked,    unrestrained,    and    unpunished, 

the  present  Appendix,  and  which  is  so  totally  gratify  their  private  views  and  ambition,  at 

destructive  of  the  authority  and  credit  of  the  the  expense  of  my  honour,  tny  peace,  and  my 

lawful  British  government  at  Madras.    The  happiness,  and  to  the  ruin  of  my  country  as 

charges   made  by  these  persons  have  been  well  as  of  your  affairs?  No  sooner  had  Lord 

solemnly  denied  by  Lord  Macartney ;  and,  to  Macartney  obtained  the  favourite  object  of  his 

judge  from  the  character  of  the  parties  accused  ambition,  than  he  betrayed  the  greatest  vaaO' 

and  accusing,  they  are  probably  void  of  all  foun-  lence  towards  me,  the  most  glaring  neglect  of 

dation.    But  as  the  letters  are  in  the  name  and  the  common  civilities  and  attentions  paid  me 

under  the  signature  of  a  person  of  great  rank  by  all  former  governours,  in  the  worst  of  times, 

and  consequence  among  the  natives;  as  they  and  even  by  the  most  inveterate  of  my  enemiei 

contain  matter  of  the  most  serious  nature ;  aa  He  insulted  my  servants,  endeavoured  to  de- 

they  charge  the  most  enormous  crimes,  and  fame  my  character  by  unjustly  censurin|;  fBf 

corruptions  of  the  grossest  kind,  on  a  British  administration,   and   extended   his  boundless 

govemour;  and  as  they  refer  to  the  nabob's  usurpaticm  to  the  whole  government  of  my  do- 

.miniater  in  Grreat  Britain  for  proof  and  further  minions,  in  all  the  branches  of  judicatura  tad 
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police  ;  and,  in  violation  of  the  express  ar-  insinuations  of  others.    At  the  same  time  that 
ticles  of  the  agreements,  proceeded  to  send  his  conscious  apprehensions  for  his  misconduct, 
renters  into  the  countries,  unapproved  of  by  have  produced  the  most  abject  applications  to 
me,  men  of  bad  character,  and  unequal  to  my  me,  to  smother  my  feelings,  and  entreaties  to 
management  or  responsibility.    Though  he  is  verite  in  his  lordship's  favour  to  England,  and 
diargeable  with  the  greatest  acts  of  cruelty,  to  submit  all  my  affairs  to  his  direction.  When 
even  to  the  shedding  of  blood  and  cutting  off  his  submissions  have  failed  to  mould  me  to  his 
the  noses  and  esaa  of  my  subjects,  by  those  ex-  will,  he  has  endeavoured  to  effect  his  purposes 
ercising  his  authority  in  the  countries,  and  that  by  menaces  of  his  secret  influence  with  tliose 
even  the  duties  of  religion  and  public  worship  in  power  in  England,  which  he  pretends  to  as- 
have   been    interrupted   or   prevented ;    and,  sert,  shall  be  effectual  to  confirm  his  usurpation, 
tlKNigh  he  carries  on  all  his  business  by  the  and  to  deprive  me  and  my  family,  in  succes- 
arbitrary  exertion  of  military  force,  yet  does  sion,  of  my  rights  of  sovereignty  and  govem- 
he  not  collect  from  the  countries  one-fourth  of  ment  for  ever.    To  such  a  length  have  his 
the  revenue   that  should  be  produced.     The  passions  and  violences  carried  him,  that  all  my 
statement  he  pretends  to  hold  forth  of  expected  family,  my  dependants,  and  even  my  friend 
revenue,  is  totally  fallacious,  and  can  never  be  and  visitors,  are  persecuted  with  the  strongest 
realised  under  the  management  of  his  lordship,  marks  of  his  displeasure.    Every  shadow  of 
in  the  appointment  of  renters,  totally  disqua-  authority  in  my  person  is  taken  from  me,  and 
lified,   rapacious,  and  irresponsible,  who  are  respect  to  my  name  discouraged  throughout  the 
actually  embezzling  and  dissipating  the  public  whole  country.    When  an  officer  of  high  rank 
revenues  that  should  assist  in  the  support  of  in  his  majesty's  service  was  some  time  since 
die   war.     Totally  occupied  by  his  private  introduced  to  me  by  Lord  Macartney,  his  lord- 
views,  and  governed  by  his  passions,  he  has  ship  took  occasion  to  shew  a  personal  derision 
neglected  or  sacrificed  all  the  essential  objects  and  contempt  of  me.    Mr.  Richard  Sullivan, 
of  public  good,  and  by  want  of  co-operation  who  has  attended  my  durbar  under  the  com- 
with  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  refusal  to  furnish  the  mission  of  the  govemour  general  and  council 
army  with  the  necessary  supplies,  has  rende-  of  Bengal,  has  experienced  his  resentment ; 
red  the  glorious  and  repeated  victories  of  the  and  Mr.  Benfield,  toUh  whom  I  have  no  busi" 
^lant  general  ineffectual  to  the  expulsion  of  ness,  and  who,  as  he  has  been  accustomed  to  do 
our  cruel  enemy.    To  cover  his  insufficiency,  for  many  years,  has  continued  to  pay  me  his 
and  veil  the  discredit  attendant  on  his  failure  visits  of  respect,  has  felt  the  weight  of  his 
in  every  measure,  be  throws  out  the  most  illi-  lordship's  displeasure,  and  has  had  every  un- 
beral  expressions,  and  institutes  unjust  accusa-  merited  insinuation  thrown  out  against  him,  to 
tions  against  me ;  and,  in  aggravation  of  all  the  prejudice  him,  and  deter  him  from  paying  me 
distresses  imposed  upon  me,  he  has  abetted  his  compliments  as  usual. 
the   meanest  calumniators,  to  bring  forward  *^  Thus,  gentlemen,  have  you  delivered  me 
fijse  charges  against  me,  and  my  son  Ameer-  over  to  a  stranger ;  to  a  man  unacquainted  with 
nUOmrah,  in  order  to  create  embarrassment,  government  aiKi  business,  and  too  opinionated 
and  for  the  distress  of  my  mind.    My  papers  to  learn ;  to  a  man,  whose  ignorance  and  pre- 
and  writings  sent  to  you  must  testify  to  the  judices  operate  to  the  neglect  of  every  good 
whole  wtMrld  the  malevolence  of  his  designs,  measure,  or  the  liberal  co-operation  with  any 
and  the  means  that  have  been  used  to  forward  that  wish  well  to  the  public  interests ;  to  a  man 
them.     He  has  violently  seized  and  opened  who,  to  pursue  his  own  passions,  plans,  and  de- 
ail  letters  addressed  to  me  and  my  servants,  on  signs,  will  certainly  ruin  all  mine,  as  well  as  the 
my  public  and  private,  affairs.    My  vackeel,  company's  affairs.    His  mismanagement  and 
tluU  attended  him,  according  to  ancient  custom,  obstinacy  have  caused  the  loss  of  many  lacs  of 
has  been  ignominiously  dismissed  from  his  my  revenues,  dissipated  and  embezzled,  and 
pvesence,  and  not  suffered   to  approach  the  every  public  consideration  sacrificed,  to  his  va- 
fovemment-house.     He  has  in  the  meanest  nity  and  private  views.     I  beg  to  offer  an 
manner,  and  as  he  thought  in  secret,  been  tam-  instance  in  proof  of  my  assertions,  and  to  jus- 
pering  and  intriguing  with  my  family  and  rela-  tify  the  hope  I  have,  that  you  will  cause  to  be 
tions  for  the  wotsI  of  purposes.    And  if  I  ex-  made  good  to  me  all  the  losses  I  have  sustained, 
press  the  agonies  of  my  mind  under  these  most  by  the  maladministration  and  bad  practices  of 
pointed  injuries  and  oppressions,  and  complain  your  servants,  according  to  all  the  account  of 
of  the  violence  and  injustice  (^  Lord  Macart-  receipts  of  former  years,  and  which  I  made 
Bsy,  I  am  insulted  by  his  affected  construction,  known  to  Lord  Macartney,  among  other  pa- 
tfaat  my  communications  are  dictated  by  the  pers  of  information,  in  the  beginning  of  bis 
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manafement  in  the  collections.    The  district  fSd  Mmth,  1783.  IVonsiaffon  of  a  Idkrfim 

of  On  vole  produced  annually,  upon  a  medium  the  IfcAob  of  Aavtft  to  the  Ckairmcm  mi 

of  many  yearf*,  ninety  thousand  pagodas;  but  JDiredon  of  the  £aat  India  CompetOf.'-Rt- 

Lord  >Iacartncy  upon  receiving  a  mm  of  money  caved  from  Mr,  Januo  Hdaephenmif  \A  Jn. 

from  Ramcftuntlry,*  let  it  out  to  him,  in  April  1784. 
last,  f  H-  the  inade(]uate  rent  of  50,000  pagodas 

per  cmnum,  diminishing,  in  this  district  idone,  *'I  AM  willing  to  attribute  this  coDtiDiied 

near  half  the  accustomed  revenues.    After  this  usurpation  to  the  fear   of  detection  in  Laid 

manner  hath  he  exercised  his  powers  over  the  Macartney :  he  dreads  the  awful  day  when  the 

countries,  to  suit  his  own  purposes  and  designs ;  scone  of  his  enormities  will  be  laid  open,  it 

and  this  secret  mode  has  he  taken  to  redtKe  the  my  restoration  to  my  country,  and  when  the 

collections."  tcnigues  of  my  oppressed  subjects  will  be  oo- 

loosed,  and  proclaim  aloud  the  cruel  tyrsnnics 

let  November  J  1182.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  they  have  sustained.     These  sentiments  (^  his 

the  Nabob  ofArcot  to  the  Court  of  Diredare^  lordship's  designs  are  corroborated  by  his  seft- 

^.    Received  1th  April,  178S.  ding,  on  the  10th  instant,  two  gentlemen  tome 

and  my  son  Ameer-ul-Omrah  ;  and  these  gen* 
**  The  distresses  which  I  have  set  forth  in  tlemen  from  Lord  Macartney  especially  set 
my  former  letters,  are  now  increased  to  such  forth  to  me,  and  to  my  scm,  that  all  dependance 
an  alarming  pitch,  by  the  imprudent  measures  on  the  power  of  the  superiour  government  <tf 
of  your  govemour,  and  by  the  arbitrary  and  Bengal,  to  enforce  the  intentions  of  the  con- 
impolitic  conduct  pursued  with  the  merchants  pany  to  rest<M^  my  country,  was  vain  and 
and  importers  of  grain,  that  the  very  existence  groundless ;  that  the  company  confided  in  bis 
of  the  fort  of  Madras  seems  at  stake,  and  that  lordship's  judgment  and  discretion,  and  upoo 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  appears  to  his  representati(ms,  and  that  if  I,  and  my  eon, 
have  been  totally  overlooked  ;  many  thousands  Ameer-ul-Omrah,  would  enter  into  friood^ip 
have  died,  and  continue  hourly  to  perish  of  with  Lord  Macartney,  and  sign  a  paper,  de- 
famine,  though  the  capacity  of  one  of  your  daring  all  my  charges  and  complaints  against 
youngest  servants,  with  diligence  and  attention,  him  to  be  felse,  that  his  lordship  might  be 
by  doing  justice,  and  giving  reasonable  encou-  induced  to  write  to  England,  that  dO  his  aHe* 
ragement  to  the  merchants,  and  by  drawing  gations  against  me  and  my  son  were  not  wel* 
the  supplies  of  grain  which  the  northern  coun-  founded ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  dedaratkns 
tries  would  have  afforded,  might  have  secured  to  withhold  my  country,  yet  on  these  oouide* 
us  against  all  those  dreadful  oilamities.  I  had  rati<»is,  it  might  be  still  restored  me. 
with  much  difficulty  procured  and  purchased  a  *^  What  must  be  your  feelings  for  your  an* 
small  quantity  of  rice,  for  the  use  of  myself,  cient  and  faithful  fnend,  on  his  receiving  sacfa 
my  family,  and  attendants,  and  with  a  view  of  insults  to  his  honour  and  understanding  fion 
sending  off  the  greatest  part  «^  the  latter  to  your  principal  servant,  armed  with  your  aii^ 
the  northern  countries,  with  a  little  subsistence  rity  ?  From  these  manceuvres,  among  dnih 
in  their  hands.  But  what  must  your  surprise  sands  I  have  experienced,  the  truth  nost 
be,  when  you  learn,  that  even  this  rice  was  eridently  appear  to  you,  that  I  have  not  been 
seized  by  Lord  Macartney,  with  a  military  loaded  vrith  those  injuries  and  oppressions  from 
force !  and  thus  am  I  unable  to  provide  for  the  motives  of  public  service,  but  to  answer  the 
few  people  I  have  about  me,  who  are  driven  to  private  views  and  interests  of  his  lonWiip, 
such  extremity  and  misery,  that  it  gives  me  and  his  secret  agents:  eome pepere  to  tide  piiKl 
pain  to  behold  them.  I  have  desired  permis-  are  erulosed;  others,  almost  without  number, 
sion  to  get  a  little  rice  from  the  northern  coun-  must  be  submitted  to  your  justice,  when  time 
tries  for  the  subsistence  of  my  people,  without  and  circumstances  will  enable  me  fully  to  in* 
its  being  liable  to  seizure  by  your  seapoys :  this  vestigate  those  transactions.  This  opportonity 
even  has  been  refused  me  by  Lord  Macartney,  will  not  permit  the  full  representation  of  my  load 
What  must  your  feelings  be,  on  such  wanton  of  injuries  and  distresses :  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
cruelty,  exercised  towards  me,  when  you  con-  you  to  my  minister,  Mr.  Macphenon,  for  the 
sider  that  of  thousands  of  villages  belonging  papers,  according  to  the  enclosed  list,  iriiHi 
to  me,  a  single  one  would  have  sufficed  for  my  accompanied  my  last  dispatdies  by  the  Rod* 
subsistence !"  ney,  which  I  few  have  failed ;  and  ny  eorrst' 

p(Nidence  with  Lord  Maeartney,  subseqoetf 

♦  Seo  TeUinga  letter  at  the  end  of  this  cor-  *<>  ***  period,  such  as  I  have  been  abb  to  pt** 

respondence.  pare  for  this  opportunitf ,  are  enclosed. 
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^Notwithstanding  aH  the  violent  acts  and  '<  I  will  not  take  up  your  time  by  enumerar 
dedaratione  of  Lord  Macartney,  yet  a  con-  ting  the  particular  acts  of  Lord  MacarUiey's 
veioasness  of  his  own  misconduct  was  the  sole  violence,  cruelty,  and  injustice ;  tha/  indeed 
{neentive  to  the  menaces  and  overtures  he  has  occur  too  frequeniiy^  cmdfall  upon  me,  and  my 
Md  out  in  various  shapes.  He  has  been  in-  denoted  sui^ects  and  country ^  too  thick,  to  be  re- 
ndtingly  lavish  in  his  expressions  of  high  gvlcarly  rdated,  I  refer  you  to  my  minister, 
respect  for  my  person ;  has  had  the  insolence  Mr.  James  Macpherson,  for  a  more  circum- 
to  say,  that  sill  his  measures  flowed  from  his  ston^ui/  account  oj  the  oppressions  and  enormi' 
affectionate  regard  alone ;  has  presumed  to  ties  by  which  he  has  brought  both  mine  and  the 
tajr,  that  all  his  enmify  and  oppression  were  company's  affairs  to  the  brink  of  destruction. 
levelled  at  my  son,  Ameer-ul-Qmrah,  to  in^om  I  trust  that  such  flagrant  violations  of  all  jus- 
he  before  acknowledged  every  aid  and  assis-  tice,  honour,  and  the  faith  of  treaties,  will 
tance:  and,  his  lordship  being  without  any  receive  the  severest  marks  of  your  displeasure, 
jtist  cause  or  foundation  for  ccnnplaint  against  and  that  Lord  Macartney *s  conduct,  in  making 
OS,  or  a  veil  to  cover  his  own  violences,  he  has  use  o{  your  name  and  authority  as  a  sanction 
BOW  had  recourse  to  the  meanness,  and  has  for  tlie  continuance  of  his  usurpation,  will  be 
dared  to  intimate  of  my  son,  in  order  to  inti-  disclaimed  with  the  utmost  indignation,  and 
midate  me,  and  to  strengthen  his  own  wicked  fcJiowed  with  the  severest  punishment.  I 
porposes,  to  be  in  league  with  our  enemies  the  conceive  that  his  lordship's  arbitrary  retention 
French.  You  must  doubtless  be  astonished,  of  my  country  and  government  can  only  ori- 
DO  less  at  the  assurance,  than  at  the  absurdity  ginate  in  his  insatiable  cravings,  in  his  impla- 
todi  a  wicked  suggestion."  cable  malevolence  against  me,  and  through 
.  ,  fear  of  detection,  which  must  follow  the  sur- 
(iN  THE  NABOB  s  OWN  HAND.)  ^^^^^  ^f  t^^  Camatic  iuto  my  hands,  of  those 

"P.S,  in  my  own  hand-writing  I  acquainted  nefarious  proceedings,  which  are  now  sup- 
Bffr.  Hastings,  as  I  now  do  my  ancient  friends  pressed  by  the  arm  of  violence  and  power. 
tbe  company,  with  the  insult  offered  to  my  **  I  did  not  fail  to  represent  to  the  supreme 
honour  and  understanding,  in  the  extraordi-  government  of  Bengal  the  deplorable  situation 
nary  propositions  sent  to  me  by  Lord  Ma-  to  which  I  was  reduced,  and  the  unmerited 
eartney,  through  two  gentlemen,  on  the  10th  persecutions  I  have  unremittingly  sustained 
instant,  so  artfully  veiled  with  menaces,  hopes,  from  Lord  Macartney  ;  and  1  earnestly  im- 
aad  promises.  But  how  can  Lord  Macartney  plored  them  to  stretch  forth  a  saving  arm,  and 
add  to  his  enormities,  after  his  wicked  and  interpose  that  controuling  power  which  was 
eahminiating  insinuations,  so  evidently  directed  vested  in  them,  to  check  rcqtacUy  and  presump* 
against  me  and  my  family,  through  my  faithful,  <ton,  and  preserve  the  honour  and  faith  of  the 
my  dutiful,  and  beloved  son,  Ameer-ul-Omrah,  company  from  violation.  The  governour- 
wfao,  jou  well  know,  has  been  ever  bom  and  general  and  council  not  (Xily  felt  the  cruelty 
bred  among  the  English,  whom  I  have  studi-  and  injustice  I  bad  suffered,  but  were  greatly 
easly  brought  up  in  the  warmest  sentiments  of  alarmed  for  the  fatal  consequences  that  might 
■flRsciion  and  attadnnent  to  them ;  sentiments,  result  from  the  distrust  of  the  country  powers 
lliat  in  his  maturity  have  been  his  highest  am-  in  the  professicms  of  the  English,  when  they 
bition  to  improve,  insomuch  that  he  knows  no  saw  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  the  friend  of 
happiness,  but  in  the  faithful  support  of  our  the  company,  and  the  ally  of  Great  Britain, 
alliance  and  connection  with  the  English  na-  thus  stripped  of  his  rights,  his  dominions,  and 
tioD?''  his  dignity,  by  the  roost  fraudulent  means,  and 
.^.^  ,_  >.,,«,^  under  the  mask  of  friendship.  The  Bengal 
1SI&  August,  and  Postscrqa  ofthelQih  August,  government  had  already  heard  both  the  Ma- 
178S.  TremOatim  oJ  a  L^  to  the  Chair-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^  j^-^^^  u,g3  ^  ^„  objection  to 
mm  and  JXredars  of  Vie  East  IndM  Com-  ^  alliance  with  the  English,  the  faithless  be- 
fon^.  Received  from  Mr.  James  Macpher-  ^^^-^^^^  ^f  Lord  Macartney  to  a  prince  whose 
joa,  imJanunry,  1784.  yf^  ^ad  been  devoted,  and  whose  treasures 
**  Tour  astonishment  and  indignation  will  had  been  exhausted,  in  their  service  and  sup- 
he  equally  raised  with  mine,  when  you  hear  port ;  and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  give  positive 
■diatyoar  president  Adored,  contrary  to  your  orders  to  Lord  Macartney  for  the  restitution 
faitention,  to  continue  to  usurp  the  privileges  of  my  government  and  authority,  on  such 
and  hereditary  powers  of  the  nabob  of  the  terms  as  were  not  only  strictly  honourable^ 
Camatic,  your  old  and  unshaken  friend,  and  but  equally  advantageous  to  my  friends  the 
«he  declared  ally  of  the  king  of  Ghreat  Britain,  company ;  for  they  justly  thought  that  my 
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honour  and  dignity,  and  novenign  rights,  were  fit  of  our  afikira ;  in  ^ort,  when  all  has  beet 
the  first  objects  of  my  wishes  and  ambition :  a  continued  series  of  disappointment  and  dit> 
But  how  can  I  paint  my  astonishment  at  Lord  grace  under  Xjorvi  Macartney's  managemeat, 
Macartney's  presumption,  in  continuing  his  (and  in  him  alone  has  the  management  beea 
usurpation,  after  their  positive  and  reiterated  vested,)  I  want  words  to  convey  those  ideif 
mandates!  and,  as  if  nettled  by  their  inter-  of  his  insufficiency,  ignorance,  and obstina^i 
ference,  which  he  disdained,  in  redoubling  the  which  I  am  convinced  you  iwould  entertain, 
fury  of  his  violence,  and  sacrificing  the  public  had  you  been  spectatofs  of  his  minous  and 
and  myself,  to  his  malice  and  ungovernable     destructive  conduct. 

passions  !  "  But  against  me  and  my  son,  Ameer-o^ 
''  I  am,  gentlemen,  at  a  loss  to  conceive  Omrah,  has  his  lordship's  vengeance  cfaieflf 
where  his  usurpation  will  stop,  and  have  an  been  exertod ;  even  the  company's  own  subor> 
end.  Has  he  not  solemnly  declared  that  the  dinate  zemindars  have  found  better  treatmoit, 
assignment  was  only  made  for  the  support  of  probably  because  they  were  more  rich;  thow 
war?  and,  if  neither  your  instructions,  nor  of  Nizanagoram  have  been  permitted,  contrary 
the  orders  of  his  superiours  at  Bengal,  were  to  your  pointed  orders,  to  hold  their  rich  xa- 
to  be  considered  as  effectual,  has  not  the  treaty  mindaries  at  the  old  disproportionate  rate  of 
of  peace  virtually  determined  the  period  of  his  little  more  than  a  sijcth  part  of  the  real  reve- 
tyrannical  administration?  But  so  far  from  nue;  and  my  zemindar  of  Tanjore,  thou^  he 
surrendering  the  Carnatic  into  my  hands,  he  should  have  regarded  himself  equally  coo- 
has,  since  that  event,  affixed  advertisements  cemed  with  us  in  the  event  of  the  war,  and 
to  the  walls  and  gates  of  the  Black  Town,  for  from  whose  fertile  country  many  valuable  har> 
letting  to  the  best  bidder  the  various  districts,  vests  have  been  gathered  in,  which  have  soU 
for  the  term  of  three  years ;  and  has  continued  at  a  vast  price,  has,  I  understand,  only  coo* 
the  committee  of  revenue,  which  you  posi-  tributed  last  year,  towards  the  police  exigeo- 
tivcly  ordered  to  be  abolished,  to  whom  he  has  cies,  the  very  inconsiderable  sinn  of  one  lac 
allowed  cnonnous  salaries,  from  6000  to  4000  of  pagodas,  uid  a  few  thousand  pagoda^worth 
pagodas  per  annum,  which  each  member  has  of  grain. 

received  from  the   time  of  his  appointment,        ^' I  am  much  ccMicemed  to  acquaint  you,  that 
though  his  lordship  well  knows  that  most  of  ever  since  the  peace  a  dreadfid  famine  has 
them  are  by  your  orders  disqualified,  by  being  swept  away  many  thousands  <^  the  followen. 
my  principal  creditors.  and  seapoys  families  of  the  army,  from  Lord 
"  If  those  acts  of  violence  and  outrage  had  Macartney's  neglect  to  send  down  grain  to 
beenproductiveof  public  advantage,  I  conceive  tlie  camp,  though  the  roads  are  crowded  %rilh 
his  lordship  might  have  held  them  forward,  in  vessels :  but  his  lordship  has  been  too  intent 
extenuation  of   his  conduct ;    but  whilst  he  upon  his  own  disgraceful  schemes,  to  attend 
cloaks  his  justification  under  the  veil  of  your  to  the  wants  of  the  army.     The  negotiation 
records,   it  is  impossible  to  refute  his  asser-  with  Tippoo,  which  he  has  set  on  (bot  through 
tions,  or  to  expose  to  you  their  fallacy ;  and  the  mediation  of  Monsieur  Bussy,  has  em* 
when  he  is  no  longer  able  to  support  his  con-  ployed  all  his  thoughts,  and  to  the  attainroenl 
duct  by  argument,  he  refers  to  those  records,  of  that  object  he  will  sacrifice  the  dearest  io- 
where,  I  understand,  he  has  exercised  all  his  terests  of  the  company  to  gratify  his  malevo- 
sophistry  and  malicious  insinuations,  to  render  lence  against  me,  and  for  his  own  private 
me  and  my  family  obnoxious  in  the  eyes  of  advantages.     The   endeavour   to  treat  with 
the  company,  and  the  British  nation ;  and  Tippoo,  through  the  means  of  the  French, 
when  the  glorious  victories  of  Sir  Eyre  Cooto  must  strike  you,   gentlemen,   as  highly  im* 
have  been  rendered  abortive  by  a  constant  de-  proper  and  impolitic ;  but  it  must  raise  your 
ficicncy  of  supplies ;    and   when,  since  the  utmost  indignation  to  hear,  that  by  intercepted 
departure  of  that  excellent  general  to  Bengal,  letters  from  Bussy  to  Tippoo,  as  well  as  fram 
whose   loss  I  must   ever  regret,  a  dreadful  their  respective  vakeels,   and    firom  variooi 
famine,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  occasioned  accounts  from  Cuddalore,  we  have  every  reaion 
by  his  lordship's  neglect  to  lay  up  a  sufficient  to  conclude  that  his  lordship's  secretary,  Mr. 
stock  of  grain  at  a  proper  season,  and  fit>m  Staunton,  when  at  Cuddalore,  as  his  a^Nitia 
his  prohibitory  orders  to  private  merchants ;  settle  the  cessation  of  arms  with  the  French} 
and  when  no  exertion  has  been  made,  nor  was  informed  of  all  their  0|>erations  and  pro- 
advantage  gained  over  the  enemy ;  when  Hy-  jects,  and  oonaequentfy  that  Zjord  Maearti^ 
der's  death  and  Tippoo's  return  to  his  own  hou  teeretiy  connived  at  Manaimtr  Bu$^*a  r^ 
dominions  operated  in  no  degree  fyr  the  bene-  eommendathn  to  Tippoo  to  retimt  into  tht  Of- 
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natiey  a»  the  means   qf  procuring  the   mott  of  truth  and  justice ;  and  while  that  is  heard, 

advantageous  termSf  and  furnishing  JLurd  Ma^  the  wisdom  of  the  English  nation  cannot  fail 

eartney  with  the  plea  qf  necesatyfor  coneluding  to  accede  to  an  effectual  remedy  for  their  dis- 

a  peace  qfter  his  oujn  manner:  and  what  further  tresses,  by  any  arrangement  in  which  their 

ooofirms  the  truth  of  this  fact  is,  that  repeated  claims  may  be  duly  considered,  and  equitably 

reports,  as  well  as  the  alarms  of  the  inhabi-  provided  for ;  and  for  this  purpose  my  minis- 

tants  to  the  westward,  leave  us  no  reason  to  ter,  Mr.  Macphersoiij  wiU  readily  subscribe,  in 

doubt  that  Tippoo  is  approaching  towards  us.  my  name,  to  any  agreement  you  nuxy   tidnk 

His  lordship  has  issued  public  orders,  that  the  proper  to  adopt,  founded  on  the  same  principles 

garrison  store  of  rice,  for  which  we  are  in*  with  either  of  the  engagements  I  entered  into 

debted  to  the  exertions  of  the  Bengal  govern*  with  the  supreme  government  of  Bengal,  for 

ment,  should  be  immediately  disposed  of,  and  our  mutual  interest  and  advantage. — 1  always 

has  strictly  forbid  all  private  grain  to  be  sold  ;  pray  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity." 
by  which  act  he  effectually  prohibits  all  private 

importation  of  grain,  and  may  eventually  cause  g^  September,  and  Postscript  qf  Ith  Septem- 

as  hwrid  a  famme  as  that  which  we  expen-  ^^  j^gS.     Translation  qfa  Letter  Jrom  the 

«aced  at  the  close  of  last  year,  from  the  same  jVa6o6  of  Arcot  to  the  Chairman  and  JDireo- 

diort-sighted  policy  and  destructive  prohibi-  ^^ra  of  the  East  India  Company.— Received 

IKHW  of  Lord  Macartaey .  f^om  Mr,  James  Macpherson,  I4th  January, 

**  But  as  he  has  the  fabrication  of  the  re-  1784. 
cords  in  his  own  hands,  he  trusts  to  those 

partial  representations  of  his  character   and  "  I  refer  you,  gentlemen,  to  my  inclosed 

conduct,  because  the  signatures  of  those  mem-  duplicate,   as  well  as   to   my  minister,  Mr. 

bers  of  government  whom  he  seldom  consults,  Macpherson,  for  the  particulars  of  my  suffe- 

are  aflixed,  as  a  public  sanction  ;  but  you  may  rings.     There  is  no  word  or  action  of  mine 

form  a  Just  idea  of  their  correctness  and  pro-  that  is  not  perverted;  and  though  it  was  my 

priety,  when  you  arc  informed,  that  his  lord-  intention  to  have  sent  my  son  Ameer-ul-Om- 

ship,  upon  my  noticing  the  heavy  disbursemerUs  rah,  who  is  well  versed  in  my  affairs,  to  Ben- 

madefor  secret  service  money,  ordered  the  sums  gal,  to  impress  those  gentlemen  with  a  full 

to  be  struck  off,  and  the  accounts  to  be  erased  sense  of  my  situation,  yet  I  find  myself  obliged 

from  the  cash-book  qf  the  company ;    and   I  to  lay  it  aside,  from  the  insinuations  of  the 

think  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  proof  of  his  calumniating  tongue  of  Lord  Macartney,  that 

management    of  my  country  and    revenues,  takes  every  licence  to   traduce  every  action 

than  by  calling  your  attention  to  his  conduct  of  my  life,  and  that  of  my  son.    I  am  informed 

in  the  Ongole  province,  and  by  referring  you  that  Lord  Macartney,  at  this  late  moment, 

to  his  lordship's  administration  of  your  own  intends  to  write  a  letter ;  I  am  ignorant  of  the 

jaghire,  from  whence  he  has  brought  to  the  subject;  but  fully  perceive,  that  by  delaying  to 

public  account  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pa-  send  it  till  the  very  eve  of  the  dispatch,  he 

godas  ior  the  last  year's  revenue,  yet  blazons  means  to  deprive  me  of  all  possibility  of  com- 

fbrth   his  vast  merits  and  exertions,  and  ex-  municating  my  reply,  and  forwarding  it  for 

pects  to  receive  the  thanks  of  his  committee  the   information  of  my  friends   in  England. 

and  council. — I  will  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Conscious  of  the  weak  ground  on  which  he 

my  minister,  James  Macpherson,  esq.  for  a  stands,  he  is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  these 

more  particular  account  of  my  sufferings  and  artifices  to  mislead  the  judgment,  and  support 

miseries,  to  whom  I  have  transmitted  copies  for  a  time  his  unjustifiable  measures  by  deceit 

of  all  papers  that  passed  with  his  lordship.  and  imposition.    I  wish  only   to    meet  and 

"  I  cannot  conclude  without  calling  your  at-  combat  his  charges  and  allegations  fairly  and 

XtotioaXothe  situation  of  my  different  creditors,  openly;  and  I  have  repeatedly  and  urgently 

whose  claims  are  the  claims  of  justice,  and  demanded  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  those 

whose  demands  I  am  bound  by  honour,  and  parts  of  his  fabricated  records  relative  to  my- 

every  nnoral  oMigation,  to  discharge ;  it  is  not  self;  but  as  he  well  knows  I  should  refute  his 

therefore  without  great  concern  I  have  heard  sophistry,  I  cannot  be  surprised  at  his  refusal, 

insinuations  tending  to  question  the  legality  of  though  I  lament  that  it  prevents  you,  gen- 

their  right  to  the  payment  d[  those  just  debts  ;  tlemen,  from  a  clear  investigation  of  his  con- 

they  proceeded  from  advances  made  by  them  duct  towards  me. 

opc^y  and  honourably  for  the  support  of  my  ■     ''  Inclosed  you  have  a  translation  of  an  ansee 

own  and  the  public  affairs.    But  I  hope  the  from  the  killidar  of  Velloro :  /  have  thousands 

tongue  of  calumny  will  never  drown  the  voice  of  the  same  kind;  but  this  just  now  received 
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will  serre  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  mise- 
ries brought  upon  this  my  devoted  country,  and 
the  wretched  inhabitants  that  remain  in  it, 
by  the  oppressive  hand  of  Lord  Macartney's 
management ;  nor  will  the  embezzlemenla  of 
eoUeetioTu  thus  obtained,  when  brought  bcforo 
you  in  proof,  appear  less  extraordinary,  whidi 
^lall  certainly  be  done  in  due  time.** 

Trandadon  of  an  Arzeey  in  the  Persian  Lan' 
g^f^g^j  /rom  Uzzeem  ul  Doen  Cawn,  the  KUf 
bdar  of  Vellore,  to  the  Nabob,  dated  let  Sep- 
tember, 1783.  Inclosed  in  the  Nabob^s  Letter 
to  the  Court  qf  Directors,  September,  1783. 

"I  HAVE  repeatedly  represented  to  your 
highness  the  violences  and  oppressions  exer- 
cised by  the  present  amildar  [collector  of  re- 
venue] of  Lord  Macartney's  appointment,  over 
the  few  remaining  inhabitants  of  the  district 
of  Vellore,  Ambore,  Saulguda,  &c. 

"  The  outrages  and  violences  now  commit- 
ted, are  of  that  astonishing  nature  as  were 
never  known  or  heard  of  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  circar.  Hyder  Naik,  the  cru- 
ellest of  tyrants,  used  every  kind  of  oppression 
in  the  circar  countries;  but  even  his  mea- 
sures were  not  like  those  now  pursued.  Such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  had  escaped  the  sword 
and  pillage  of  Hyder  Naik,  by  taking  refuge 
in  the  woods,  and  within  the  walls  of  Vellore, 
&c.  on  the  arrival  of  Lord  Macartney's  amil- 
dar to  Vellore,  and  in  consequence  of  his 
cowle  of  protection  and  support,  most  cheer- 
fully returned  to  the  villages,  set  about  the 
cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  with  great  pains 
rebuilt  their  cottages. — But  now  the  amildar 
has  imprisoned  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
inhabitants,  seized  the  few  jewels  that  were 
on  the  bodies  of  the  women,  and  then,  before 
the  faces  of  their  husbands,  flogged  them,  in 
order  to  make  them  produce  other  jewels  and 
effects,  which  he  said  they  had  buried  some- 
where under  ground,  and  to  make  the  inha- 
bitants bring  him  money,  notwithstanding 
there  was  yet  no  cultivation  in  the  country. 
Terrified  with  the  flagellations,  some  of  them 
produced  their  jewels,  and  wearing  apparel  of 
their  women,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen 
pagodas,  which  they  had  hidden ;  others,  who 
declared  they  had  none,  the  amildar  flogged 
their  women  severely,  tied  cords  around  their 
breasts,  and  tore  the  sucking  children  from 
their  teats,  and  exposed  them  to  the  scorching 
heat  of  the  sun.  Those  children  died,  as  did 
the  wife  ofRamsoami/,  an  inhabitant  of  Bring- 
poor.    Even  this  could  not  stir  up  compassion 


in  the  brewt  of  the  vnildar.  Some  of  die 
diildren  that  were  aomevi^at  large,  be  exposed 
to  sale.  In  ehort,  the  yiolences  of  the  amiUar 
■re  so  aBtoQishing,  that  the  peo(^,  on  seeing 
their  present  situatioD,  remen^ber  the  Ion  of 
Hyder  with  regret.  With  whomeoever  the 
•mikkur  finds  a  single  measure  of  nolcAmee,  or 
rioe,  he  takes  it  way  fi-om  htm,  and  appropri- 
ates it  to  the  expenses  of  the  Siirin^  that  he 
keeps  up.  No  revenues  are  collected  fitn 
the  countries,  but  from  the  eflfects  of  the  poor 
wretched  inhabitants.  Those  ryais  [yeomes] 
who  intended  to  return  to  their  habitatiosi, 
hearing  of  those  violences,  have  fled  for  refoge, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  into  HydM^i 
country.  Every  day  is  ushered  in  closed  witk 
these  violences  and  disturbances.  I  have  ds 
power  to  do  any  thing;  and  who  will  hear 
what  I  have  to  say  ?  My  business  is  to  is- 
fbrm  your  highness,  who  are  my  master.  The 
people  bring  their  complaints  to  me,  and  I 
tell  them  I  will  write  to  your  highness."'^ 


Trmtiaiion  of  a  TdUnga  IjtUer  from  Vein 
Pemundf  Head  Dubash  to  Lard  Macarlnejf, 
in  his  own  hand-writing,  to  Ra^ahRam- 
ckunda,  the  renter  (if  OngoU;  dated  fUttkof 

♦  [The  above-reclled  practices,  or  practices 
similar  to  them,  have  prevailed  in  almoet  eietj 
part  of  the  miserable  countries  on  the  coast  (rf" 
Coromandel,  for  near  twenty  years  past  That 
they  prevailed  as  strongly  and  generally  asthej 
could  prevail,  under  the  administration  of  the 
nabob,  there  can  be  no  question,  notwithatao* 
ding  the  assertion  in  the  beginning  of  the  above 
petition :  nor  will  it  be  otherwise,  whilst  affairs 
are  conaucted  upon  the  principles  which  infla* 
ence  the  present  system.  Whether  the  paitiea* 
lars  here  asserted  are  true  or  false,  netther  the 
court  of  directors  nor  their  ministry  bare 
thought  proper  to  enquire.  If  they  are  true.  In 
order  to  bring  them  to  affect  Lord  Macartney,  h 
ought  to  be  proved  that  the  comfriaint  was  nwde 
to  htm  s  and  that  he  had  refused  redrea*.  Ifl* 
stead  of  this  fair  course,  the  complaint  is  carried 
to  the  court  of  directors.  The  above  is  one  of 
the  documents  transmitted  by  the    nabob,  in 

groofof  his  charge  of  corruption  axraiDsi  Lord 
[acartney.    If  genuine,  it  is  conclusive,  at  least 
against  Lord  Macartney's  principle  agent  and 
manager.    If  it  be  a  forgery  (as  In  all  likelihood 
it  is)  it  is  conclusive  against  the  nabob  and  his 
evil  counsellors ;  and  fully  demonstrates,  ii'anv 
thing  further  were  necessary  to  demonstaie,  (hd 
necessity  of  the  clause  in  Mr.  Fox's  bill  prohi- 
biting the  residence  of  the  native  princes  intha 
company's  principal  settlements  :  which  clause 
was,  for  obrious  reasons,  not  admitted  into  Mr- 
Flit's.    It  shews  too  the  absolute  necessity  of  i 
severe  and  exemplary  punishment  on  certain  of 
his  English  evil  counsellors  and  creditors,  b7 
whom  such  practices  are  carried  on.] 
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ffnB  Hindoo  month  Mauaca/,  in  the  year  Pith 
vanamalt  eorreaponding  to  5th  March,  1782. 

I  PRESENT  my  reBpacts  toyoa,  and  am  very 
jrofl  here,  wishing  to  hear  frequently  of  your 
welfare. 

Your  peasher  Vancatroyloo  has  brought  the 
Viaseel  Bakees,  and  delivered  them  to  me,  as 
olaotDhatyou  sent  him  for  me  to  deliver  to  my 
mtuteTf  vshkh  I  home  done.    My  master  atjir^ 
r^uaed  to  take  it,  beccaue  he  is  vnaeqiudnted 
vith  your  disposition,  or  what  kind  of  a  person 
you  are.    But  after  I  made  encomiums  on  your 
goodness  and  greatness  of  mind,  and  took  my 
oath  to  the  same,  and  that  it  vxndd  not  become 
ptUdie,  but  be  held  as  precious  as  our  lives, 
flQf  maeler  accepted  it.    You  may  remain  sa- 
tisfied, that  I  wiU  get  the  Oagole  business  set- 
tled in  your  name;  I  will  cause  the  jamau- 
btadee  to  be  settled  agreeable  to  your  desire. 
It  was  formerly  the  nabob's  intention  to  give 
this  business  to  you,  as  the  govemour  knows 
full  wen,  but  did  not  at  that  time  agree  to  it, 
which  you  must  be  well  acquainted  with. 

Your  peasher  Vancatroyloo  is  a  very  caro- 
fU  good  man— he  is  well  experienced  in  busi- 
"•■■    A«  f»as  bound  me  by  an  oath  to  keep  all 
thia  business  secret,  and  that  Ms  aum,  yours,  and 
my  lives  are  responsive  for  it.    I  write  this 
letter  to  you  with  the    greatest   reluctance, 
•ad  I  signified  the  same  to  your  peasher,  and 
declared  that  I  wouki  not  write  to  you  by  any 
means;  to  this  the  peasher  urged,  that  t/*/ <iu2 
not  write  to  his  master,  haw  could  he  know  to 
whom  he  {the  peasher)  delivered  the  money,  and 
what  most  hn  master  think  of  it?  therefore  I 
write  yoa  this  letter,  and  send  it  by  my  ser- 
▼mt  Ramanah,  accompanied  by  the  peasher*s 
Mrvant,  and  it  will  come  safe  to  your  hands : 
•fter  perusal  you  will  send  it  back  to  me  im- 
modiatdy-Hutil  1  receive  it  I  don't  like  to 
mt  my  victuals,  or  take  any  sleep.     Your 
took  his  oath,  and  urged  me  to  write 
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this  for  your  satisfaction,  and  has  engaged  to 
me  that  I  shall  have  this  letter  returned  to  me 
in  the  space  of  twelve  days. 

The  present  govemour  is  not  like  the  for- 
mer govemours— he  is  a  very  great  man  in 
Europe— and  all  the  great  men  of  Europe  are 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  condescension  in 
accepting  the  government  of  this  place.    It  is 
his  custom  when  he  makes  friendship  with  any 
one  to  continue  it  always,"  and  if  he  is  at  enmi- 
ty with  ar^one,  he  never  will  desist  till  he  has 
worked  his  destruction ;  he  is  nou>  exceedingly 
displeased  with  the  nabob,  and  you  vjill  umler" 
tUand  by  and  by  that  the  nabob* s  business  cannot 
be  carried  on;   he    (the  nabob)  will  have  no 
power  to  do  any  thing  in  his  own  affairs ;  you 
have  therefore  no  room  to  fear  him.    You  may 
remain  with  a  contented  mind— I  desired  the 
govemour  to  write  you  a  letter  for  your  satis- 
faction ;  the  govemour  said  he  would  do  so 
when  the  business  was  settled.    This  letter 
you  must  perase  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send 
it  back  with  all  speed  by  the  bearer  Ramadoo, 
accompanied  by  three  or  four  of  your  people, 
to  the  end  that  no  accident  may  happen  on  the 
road.    These  people  must  be  ordered  to  marx^h 
in  the  night  only,  and  to  arrive  here  with  the 
greatest  dispatch.    You  sent  ten  mangoes  for 
my  master,  and  two  for  me,  all  which  I  have 
delivered  to  my  master,  thinking  that  ten  was 
not  sufficient  to  present  him  with.    I  write 
this  for  your  mformation,  and  salute  you  with 
ten  thousand  respects. 

I,  MuttuKistnah,  of  Madras  Patnam, 
dubash,  declare.  That  I  perfectly 
understand  the  Gentoo  language ; 
and  do  most  solemnly  affirm,  Sat  the 
foregoing  is  a  true  translation  of  the 
annexed  paper  writing  fi-om  the  Gen- 
too language. 

(Si^^)         Muttu  Kistnah. 
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SUBSTANCE  OF  MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH 

IN  THE  DEBATE  ON  THE  ARMY  ESTIMATES,  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  COM- 
MONS, ON  TUESDAY,  THE  9th  DAY  OP  FEBRUARY,  1790.  COMPRE- 
HENDING A  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  PRESENT  SITUATION  OF  AFFAIRS 
IN  FRANCE. 


Mr.  Burkk's  speech  on  Ihe  report  of  the  balaDce.    If  the  increase  of  peace  estabfiab- 

army  estimates  has  not  been  correctly  stated  ments  demanded  of  parliament  agreed  with  ths 

in  some  of  the  public  papers.    It  is  of  conse-  manifest  appearance  of  the  balance,  oonfidenoe 

quonce  to  him  not  to  be  misunderstood.    The  in  ministers,  as  to  the  particulars,  woidd  be 

matter  which  incidentally  came  into  discussion  very  proper.    If  the  increase  was  not  at  id 

is  of  the  most  serious  in^rtance.  It  is  thought  supported  by  any  such  appearance,  he  thoi^ 

that  the  heads  and  substance  of  the  speech  great  jealousy  might,  and  oi^bt  to  b^  entsr- 

will  answer  the  purpose  sufficiently.     If  in  tained  on  that  subject, 

making  the  abstract,  through  defect  of  memory,  That  he  did  not  find,  on  a  review  ofaA 

in  the  person  who  now  gives  it,  any  difierence  Europe,   that,  politically,   we   stood  m  the 

at  all  should  be  perceived  from  the  speech  as  smallest  degree  of  danger  from  any  one  state 

it  was  spoken,  it  will  not,  the  editor  imagines,  or  kingdom  it  contained ;   nor  that  any  odier 

be  found  in  any  thing  which  may  amount  to  a  foreign  powers  than  our  own  allies  were  likely 

retracti(xi  of  the  opinions  he  then  maintained,  to  obtain  a  considerable  preponderance  in  the 

or  to  any  softening  in  the  expressions  in  which  scale, 

they  were  conveyed.  That  France  had  hitherto  been  cm  fint 

Mr.  Burke  spoke  a  considerable  time  in  object,  in  all  considerations  concerning  the 
answer  to  various  arguments  which  had  been  balance  of  power.  The  presence  or  aboawe 
insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Pitt,  of  France  totally  varied  every  sort  of  specoh^ 
for  keeping  an  increased  peace  establishment,  tion  relative  to  that  balance, 
and  against  an  improper  jealousy  of  the  mi-  That  France  is,  at  this  time,  in  a  pditieil 
nisters,  in  whom  a  full  confidence,  subject  to  light,  to  be  considered  as  expunged  out  of  the 
responsibility,  ought  to  be  placed,  on  account  system  of  Europe.  Whether  she  could  ever 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  real  situation  of  appear  in  it  again,  as  a  leading  power,  wis 
afiairs ;  the  exact  state  of  which  it  frequently  not  easy  to  determine:  but  at  present  he  coi^ 
happened,  that  they  could  not  disclose,  witlb>  sidered  France  as  not  politically  existing;  an) 
out  violating  the  constitutional  and  political  most  assuredly  it  would  take  up  much  time  to 
secrecy,  necessary  to  the  well-beiDg  of  their  restore  her  to  her  former  active  existence- 
country.  GaUos  quoque  in   beOia  Jlorui$9e  au^mmuif 

Mr.  Buiiie  said  in  substance.  That  confi-  might  possibly  be  the  language  of  the  rising 

dence  might  become  a  vice,  and  jealousy  a  generation.    He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  it 

virtue,  according  to  circumstances.    That  con-  was  our  duty  to  keep  our  eye  on  that  nation, 

fidence,  of  all  public  virtues,  was  the  most  and  to  regulate  our  preparaticHi  by  the  symp- 

dangerous,  and  jealousy  in  a  house  of  commons,  toms  of  her  recovery. 

of  all  public  vices,  the  most  tolerable ;  espe-  That  it  was  to  her  sfrsn^tA,  not  to  her^^ 

oially  where  the  number  and  the  charge  of  of  govemmenty  which  we  were  to  attend;  be- 

standing  armies,  in  time  of  peace,  was  the  cause  republics,  as  well  as  monarchies,  wwe 

question.  susceptible  of  ambiti<Hi,  jealousy,  and  anger, 

That  in  the  annual  mutiny  bill,  the  annual  the  usual  causes  of  war. 

army  was  declared  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  But  if,  while  France  continued  in  this  swoon, 

preserving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  we  should  go  on  increasing  our  expenses,  we 

The  propriety  of  its  being  larger  or  smaller  should  certainly  make  ourselves  less  a  match 

depended,  therefore,  upon  ^e  true  state  of  that  for  her,  when  it  became  our  concern  to  arm. 


SUBSTANCE  OP  THE  SPEECH,  &c. 


451 


It  was  said,  that  as  she  had  speedily  fallen, 
she  might  speedily  rise  again.  He  doubted 
this.  That  the  fall  from  an  height  was  with 
VI  accelerated  velocity ;  but  to  lift  a  weight  up 
to  that  height  again  was  difficult,  and  opposed 
by  the  laws  of  physical  and  political  gravitation. 

In  a  political  view,  France  was  low  indeed. 
She  had  lost  every  thing,  even  to  her  name. 

*  Jacet  ingens  littore  truncus, 
Avolsumque  humeris  caput,  et  sine  nomfne 

corpus."* 

He  was  astonished  at  it — ^he  viras  alarmed  at 
it — he  trembled  at  the  uncertainty  of  all  human 
greatness. 

Since  the  house  had  been  prorogued  in  the 
,  smnmer  much  work  was  done  in  France.  The 
French  had  shewn  themselves  the  ablest  archi- 
tects of  ruin  that  had  hitherto  existed  in  the 
world.  In  that  very  short  space  of  time  they 
had  completely  pulled  dovm  to  the  ground,  their 
monarchy ;  their  churdi ;  their  nobility ;  their 
law;  their  revenue ;  their  army;  their  navy; 
their  commerce ;  their  arts ;  and  their  manu- 
&ctures.  They  had  done  their  business  for  us 
•s  rivals,  in  a  way  in  which  twenty  Ramillies 
or  Blenheims  could  never  have  done  it.  Were 
we  absolute  conquerours,  and  France  to  lie 
prostrate  at  our  feet,  we  should  be  ashamed  to 
■end  a  commission  to  settle  their  affairs,  which 
ooald  impose  so  hard  a  law  upon  the  French, 
and  so  destructive  of  all  their  consequence  as 
a  nation,  as  that  they  had  imposed  oa  them- 
selres. 

France,  by  the  mere  circumstance  of  its 
▼icinity,  had  been,  and  in  a  degree  always 
must  be,  an  object  of  our  vigilance,  either  with 
regard  to  her  actual  power,  or  to  her  influence 
and  example.  As  to  the  former,  he  had  spoken  ; 
as  to  the  latter,  (her  example,)  he  should  say 
a  few  words :  for  by  this  example  our  friend- 
riiip  and  our  intercourse  with  that  nation  had 
once  been,  and  might  again,  become  more 
dangerous  to  us  than  their  worst  hostility. 

In  the  last  century,  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
had  established  a  greater  and  better  disciplined 
military  force  than  ever  had  been  before  seen 

*  Mr.  Burke,  probably,  had  in  his  mind  the 
remainder  of  the  passage,  and  was  filled  with 
some  congenial  apprehensions : 

**  llaec  finis  Priami  fatorum ;  hie  exitus  Ilium 
Sorte  tulit,  Trojam  incensam,  et  prolapsavi- 

dentem 
P^rgama;  tot  quandam  populis,  terrlsque,  su- 

perbum 
Regnatorem  Asia.  Jacet  ingens  Uttore  truncus, 
Avolsumque  humeris  caput,  et  sine  nomine 

corpus. 
At  me  tum  primum  ssevus  circumstetit  horror ; 
Obacupui :  »ubiit  ehari  genitoris  imago"- 


in  Europe,  and  with  it  a  perfect  despotism. 
Though  that  despotism  was  proudly  arrayed  in 
manners,  gallantry,  splendour,  magnificence, 
and  even  covered  over  with  the  imposing  robes 
of  science,  literature,  and  arts,   it  was,  in 
government,  nothing  better  than  a  painted  and 
gilded  tyranny;  in  religion,  a  hard,  stern  into- 
lerance, the  fit  companion  and  au.TiIiary  to  the 
despotic  tyranny  which  prevailed  in  its  govern- 
ment.    The  same  character  of  despotism  insi- 
nuated itself  into  every  court  of  Europe — the 
same  spirit  of  disproportioned  magnificence— 
the  same  love  of  standing  armies,  above  the 
ability  of  the  people.    In  particular,  our  then 
sovereigns,  King  Charles  and  King  James, 
fell  in  love  with  the  government  of  their  neigh- 
bour, so  flattering  to  the  pride  of  kings.    A 
similarity  of  sentiments  brought  on  connections 
equally  dangerous  to  the  interests  and  liberties 
of  their  country.    It  were  well  that  the  infec- 
tion had  gone  no  farther  than  the  throne.    The 
admiration  of  a  government  flourishing  and 
successful,  unchecked  in  its  operations,  and 
seeming  therefore  to  compass  its  objects  more 
speedily  and  efiectually,  gained  something  upon 
ail  ranks  of  people.    The  good  patriots  of  that 
day,  however,  struggled   against  it.     They 
sought  nothing  more  anxiously  than  to  break 
oflT  all  communication  with  France,  and  to 
beget  a  total  alienation  from  its  councils  and 
its  example ;   which,  by  the  animosity  preva- 
lent between  the  abettors  of  their  religious  sys- 
tem and  the  assertors  of  ours,  was,  in  some 
degree,  effected. 

This  day  the  evil  is  totally  changed  in 
France ;  but  there  is  an  evil  there.  The  dis- 
ease is  altered;  but  the  vicinity  of  the  two 
countries  remains,  and  must  remain ;  and  the 
natural  mental  habits  of  mankind  are  such, 
that  the  present  distemper  of  France  is  fau* 
more  likely  to  be  contagious  than  the  old  one  ; 
for  it  is  not  quite  easy  to  spread  a  passion  for 
servitude  among  the  people:  but  in  all  evils  of 
the  opposite  kind  our  natural  inclinations  are 
flattered.  In  the  case  of  despotism  there  is 
the  fcedum  crimen  servittUis ;  in  the  last  the 
falsa  species  libertatis ;  and  accordingly,  as  the 
historian  says,  proms  auribus  acdpitur. 

In  the  last  age  we  were  in  danger  of  being 
entangled  by  the  example  of  France  in  the  net 
of  a  relentless  despotism.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  say  any  thing  upon  that  example.  It  exists 
no  longer.  Our  present  danger  from  the  ex- 
ample of  a  people,  whose  character  knows  no 
medium,  is,  with  regard  to  government,  a  dan- 
ger from  anarchy ;  a  danger  of  being  led  through 
an  admiration  of  successful  fraud  ahd  violence, 
to  an  imitation  of  the  excesses  of  an  irratiooal| 
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unprincipled,  proscribing,  confiwiating,  plun-  wicked  persoofl  had  diewn  a  atnm^  difott* 

dering ,  ferocious,  bloody,  and  tyrannical  demo-  tion  to  recommeDd  on  imitation  of  theFrendi 

cracy.    On  the  side  of  religion,  the  danger  of  spirit  of  reibrm.     He  was  so  strongly  opposad 

their  example  is  no  longer  from  intolerance,  to  any  the  least  tendency  towards  the  smsm 

but  from  atheism  ;  a  foul,  unnatural  vice,  foe  of  introducing  a  democracy  like  theirs,  tsud 

to  all  the  dignity  and  consolation  of  mankind ;  as  to  the  end  itself,  that  much  as  it  wooddaffict 

which  seems  in  France,  for  a  long  time,  to  him,  if  such  a  thing  codd  be  attempted,  and 

have  been  embodied  into  a  faction,  accredited,  that  any  friend  of  his  couki  concur  is  sodi 

and  almost  avowed.  measures,  (he  was  far,  very  far,  from  bdiering 

These  are  our  present  dangers  from  France :  they  could,)  he  would  abandon  his  best  firiendt, 

but,  in  his  opinion,  the  very  worst  part  of  the  and  join  with  his  worst  enemies  to  oppon 

example  set  is,  in  the  late  assumption  of  citi-  either  the  means  or  the  end ;  and  to  resist  all 

zcnship  by  the  army,  and  the  whole  of  the  ar>  violent  exertions  of  the  spirit  of  innovatioD,  so 

range raent,  or  rather  disarrangement  of  their  distant  from  all  principles  of  true  and  safe  ra* 

military.     He  was  sorry  that   his  right  ho-  formation  ;  a  spirit  well  calculated  to  oTerton 

nourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  dropped  even  states,  but  perfectly  unfit  to  amend  them, 
a  word  expressive  of  exultation  on  that  cir-         Thai  he  was  no  enemy  to  refiMination.   Al- 

cumstance;  or  that  he  seemed  of  opinion  that  most  everybusinessin  which  he  was  mudiooih 

the  objection  from  standing  armies  was  at  all  cemed,  from  the  first  day  he  sat  in  that  hotae 

lessened  by  it.    He  attributed  this  opinion  of  to  that  hour,  was  a  business  of  reibnnatioB; 

Mr.  Fox  entirely  to  his  known  zeal  for  the  and  when  he  bad  not  been  employed  in  coi^ 

best  of  all  causes,  Liberty.    That  it  was  with  recting,  he   had  been  employed   in  resistiBg 

a  pain  inexpressible  he  was  obliged  to  have  abuses.    Some  traces  of  tlus  spirit  in  him  dow 

even  the  shadow  of  a  difference  with  his  friend,  stand  on  their  statute-book.     In  his  opinioO) 

whose  authority  would  be  always  great  with  any  thing  which  unnecessarily  tore  to  pieces 

him,  and  with  all  thinking  people — Qtugmaaf^  the  contexture  of -the  state,  not  only  prevented 

ima  semper  ceruetur  nobU,  el  erit  qtuB  maxima  all  real  reformation,  but  introduced  evils  whicfa 

fttmptr. — ^His  confidence  in  Mr.  Fox  was  such,  would  call,  but  perhaps,  call  in  vain,  fiv  new 

and  so  ample,  as  to  be  almost  implicit.    That  reformation. 

he  was  not  ashamed  to  avow  that  degree  of         That  he  thought  the  French  nation  veiyuh 

docility.     That  when  the  choice  is  well  made,  wise.    What  they  valued  themselves  oo,  was 

it  strengthens  instead  of  oppressing  our  intel-  a  disgrace  to  them.    They  had  gloried  (and 

lect.     That  he  who  calls  in  the  aid  of  an  equal  some  people  in  England  had  thou^t  fit  \a  taks 

understanding  doubles  his  own.    He  who  pro-  share  in  that  glory)  in  making  a  revolution; 

fits  of  a  superiour  understanding,  raises  his  as  if  revolutions  were  good  things  in  themselves, 

powers  to  a  level  with  the  height  of  a  superiour  All  the   horrours,  and  all  the  crimes  of  the 

understanding  he  unites  with.    He  had  found  anarchy  which  led  to  their  revolution,  which 

the  benefit  of  such  a  junction,  and  would  not  attend  its  progress,  and  which  may  virtually 

lightly  depart  from  it.    He  wished  almost,  on  attend  it  in  its  establishment,  pass  lot  nothini 

aU  occasions,  that  his  sentiments  were  tmder-  with  the  lovers  of  revolutions.     The  Frewi 

stood  to  be  conveyed  in  Mr.  Fox's  words ;  and  have  made  their  way  through  the  destmctioa 

that  he  wished,  as  among  the  greatest  benefits  of  their  country,  to  a  bad  constitution,  when 

he  could  wish  the  country,  an  eminent  share  they  were  absolutely  in  possession  of  a  good 

of  power  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman ;  one.    They  were  in  possession  of  it  the  day 

because  he  knew  that,  to  his  great  and  mas-  the  states  met  in  separate  orders.     Their  ba> 

terly  understanding,  he  had  joined  the  greatest  siness,  had  they  been  either  virtuous,  or  wiM, 

possible  degree  of  that  natural  moderation,  or  had  been  lefl  to  their  own  judgment,  was 

which  is  the  best  corrective  of  power ;  that  he  to  secure  the  stability  and  independence  of  the 

was  of  the  most  artless,  candid,  open,  and  be-  states,  according  to  those  orders,    under  tbs 

nevolent  disposition ;  disinterested  in  the  ex-  monarch  on  the  throne.    It  was  then  their  datf 

treme ;  of  a  temper  mild  and  placable,  even  to  to  redress  grievances, 
a  fault ;  without  one  drop  of  gall  in  his  whole        Instead  of  redressing  grievances,  and  im* 

constitution.  proving  the  fabric  of  their  state,  to  wliich  they 

That  the  house  must  perceive,  fit>m  his  were  called  by  their  monarch,  and  sent  by 

coming  forward  to  mark  an  expression  or  two  their  country,  they  were  made  to  take  a  very 

of  his  best  friend,  how  anxious  he  was  to  keep  different  course.     They  first  destroyed  aD  the 

the  distemper  of  France  from  the  least  counto-  balances  and  counterpoises  which  serve  to  fix 

nance  in  England,  where  he  was  sure  some  the  state,  and  to  give  it  a  steady  direction;  90^ 
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%vfaidi  furnish  sure  correctives  to  any  violent  to  the  events  which  had  happened  in  France, 

■pirit  which  may  prevail  in  any  of  the  orders,  where  the  abstract  principle  was  clothed  with 

These  balances  existed  in  their  oldest  consti-  its  circumstances,  he  thought  that  his  friend 

tlrtiMi;  and  in  the  constitution  of  this  country;  would  agree  with  him,  that  what  was  done 

•nd  in  the  constitution  of  all  the  countries  in  there  furnished  no  matter  of  exultation,  eithei 

£iirope.  These  they  rashly  destroyed,  and  then  in  the  act  or  the  example.    These  soldiers 

tiiey  melted  down  the  whole  into  one  incongru-  were  not  citizens ;  but  base  hireling  mutineers, 

ens,  iU-connected  mass.  and  mercenary  scnrdid  deserters,  wholly  desti- 

When  they  had  done  this,  they  instantly,  tute  of  any  honourable  principle.  Their  con- 
and  with  the  most  atrocious  perfidy  and  breach  duct  was  <»e  of  the  fruits  of  that  anarchic 
of  all  faith  among  men,  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  ppirit,  from  tlie  evils  of  which  a  democracy 
of  all  property,  and  consequently  of  all  nati<»)al  itself  was  to  be  res(»ted  to,  by  those  who  were 
IMPoeperity,  by  the  principles  they  established,  the  least  disposed  to  that  form,  as  a  sort  of 
and  the  example  thoy  set,  in  confiscating  all  refuge.  It  was  not  an  army  in  corps  and  with 
the  possessions  of  die  church.  They  made  discipline,  and  embodied  under  the  respectable 
and  recorded  a  sort  ofirutUiile  and  digest  of  patriot  citizens  of  the  state  in  resisting  tyranny, 
anarchy,  called  the  rights  of  man,  in  sudi  a  Nothing  like  it.  It  was  the  case  of  common 
pedantic  abuse  of  elementary  principles  as  soldiers  deserting  from  their  officers,  to  join  a 
would  have  disgraced  boys  at  sdiool;  but  this  furious,  licentious  populace.  It  was  a  deser- 
•deelaration  of  rights  was  worse  than  trifling  tion  to  a  cause,  the  real  object  of  which  was  to 
•aad  pedantic  in  them ;  as  by  their  name  and  level  all'  those  institutions,  and  to  break  all 
authority  they  systematically  destroyed  every  those  c(ninections,  natural  and  civil,  that  rego- 
liold  of  authority  by  opinion,  religious  or  civil,  late  and  h<M  togeUier  the  community  by  a  diain 
an  the  minds  of  the  people.  By  this  mad  de-  of  subordination ;  to  raise  soldiers  against  their 
daration  they  subverted  the  state ;  and  brought  officers ;  servants  against  their  masters ;  trades- 
en  such  calamities  as  no  country,  without  a  men  against  their  customers ;  artificers  against 
fang  war,  has  ever  been  known  to  suffer,  and  their  employers  ;  tenants  against  their  land- 
which  may  in  the  end  produce  such  a  war,  lords;  curates  against  their  bishops;  and  chil- 
and  pertiaps,  many  such.  dren  against  their  parents.    That  this  cause 

With  them  the  question  was  not  between  of  theirs  was  not  an  enemy  to  servitude,  but  to 

despotism  and  liberty.  The  sacrifice  they  made  society.  < 

«f  the  peace  and  power  of  their  country  was  He  wished  the  house  to  consider,  how  the 

Bolmadeon  the  altar  of  freedom.    Freedom,  members  would  like  to  have  their  mansions 

aad  a  better  security  for  freedom  than  that  pulled  down  and  pillaged,  their  persons  abused, 

Aey  have  taken,  they  might  have  had  without  insulted,    and   destroyed ;    their    title   deeds 

any  sacrifice  at  all.    They  brought  themselves  brought  out  and  burned  before  their  faces,  and 

into  all  the  calamities  they  suffisr,  not  that  themselves  and  their  fiimilies  driven  to  seek  re- 

tlHOOgh  them  they  might  obtain  a  British  con-  fuge  in  every  nation  throughout  Europe,  for  no 

atitetion;  they  plunged  themselves  headlong  other  reason  than  this;  that  without  any  fault 

into  those  calamities,  to  prevent  themselves  of  theirs,  they  were  born  gentlemen,  and  men 

from  settling  into  that  constitutitxi,  or  into  any  of  property,  and  were  suspected  of  a  desire  to 

tiung  resembling  it.  preserve  their  consideration  and  their  estates. 

That  if  they  should  perfectly  succeed  in  what  The  desertion  in  France  was  to  aid  an  abomi- 

tiiey  propose,  as  they  are  likely  enough  to  do,  nable  sedition,  the  very  professed  principle  of 

wad  establish  a  democracy,  or  a  mob  of  demo-  which  was  an  implacable  hostility  to  nobility 

aracies,  in  a  country  circumstanced  like  France,  and  gentry,  and  whose  savage  war-whoop  was 

Ibey  will  establish  a  very  bad  government — a  "  d  V  Arutocrate*^  by  which  s«iseless,  bloody 

ipory  bad  species  of  tyranny.  cry,  they  animated  one  another  to  rapine  and 

That,  the  worst  efiecc  of  all  their  procee-  murder ;  whilst  abetted  by  ambitious  men  of 

ding'  was  on  their  military,  which  was  rendered  another  class,  they  were  crushing  every  thing 

an  army  for  every  purpose  but  that  of  defence,  respectable  and  virtuous  in  their  nation,  and  to 

Thaif  if  ifae  question  was,  whether  soldiers  their  power  disgracing  almost  every  name,  by 

ware  to  forget  they  were  citizens,  as  an  ab-  which  we  formerly  knew  there  was  such  a 

•tract   proposition,  he  could    have  no  diffc-  country  in  the  world  as  France. 

rence  about  it ;  thou^  as  it  is  usual,  when  He  knew  too  well,  and  he  felt  as  much  as 

abstract  prindi|Jes  are  to  be  applied,  much  any  man,  how  difficult  it  was  to  accommodate 

WW  to  bethought  on  the  manner  of  uniting  the  a  standing  army  to  a  free  constitution,  or  to 

dnrader  of  citizen  aad  soUier.  But  as  applied  any  constitution.   An  armed,  disciplined  body 
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if,  in  itf  essence,  dangerous  to  liberty ;  undis-  To  this  princtf,  80  invited,  the  aristoertide 
ciplined  it  is  ruinous  to  society.  Its  compo-  leaders  who  commanded  the  troops  went  ovtr 
nent  parts  are,  in  the  latter  case,  neither  good  with  their  several  corps,  in  bodies,  to  the  de- 
citizens  nor  good  soldiers.  What  have  they  liverer  of  their  country.  Aristocratic  leaders 
thought  of  in  France,  under  such  a  difficulty  as  brought  up  the  corps  of  citizens  who  newfy 
almost  puts  the  human  faculties  to  a  stand  ?  enlisted  in  this  cause.  Military  obedience 
They  have  put  their  army  under  such  a  variety  changed  its  object ;  but  military  discipline  was 
of  principles  of  duty,  that  it  is  more  likely  to  not  for  a  moment  interrupted  in  its  principle, 
breed  litigants,  pettifoggers,  and  mutineers,  The  troops  were  ready  for  war,  but  indisposed 
than  soldiers.'*'    They  have  set  up,  to  balance  to  mutiny. 

their  crown  army,  another  army,  deriving  un-  But  as  the  conduct  of  the  Engli^  armies 

der  another  authority,  called  a  municipal  army  was  difierent,  so  was  that  of  the  whole  English 

— a  balance  of  armies,  not  of  orders.    These  nation  at  that  time.     In  truth,  the  circom- 

latter  they  have  destroyed  with  every  mark  of  stances  of  our  revolution  (as  it  is  called)  tod 

insult  and  oppression.    States  may,  and  they  that  of  France  are  just  the  reverse  of  each 

will  best,  exist  with  a  partition  of  civil  powers,  other  in  almost  ey&ry  particular,  and  in  the 

Armies  cannot  exist  under  a  divided  command,  whole  spirit  of  the  tnuisaction.     With  us  it 

This  state  of  things  he  tliought,  in  effect,  a  was  the  case  of  a  legal  monarch  attempting 

state  of  war,  or,  at  best,  but  a  truce  instead  arbitrary  power-^in  France  it  is  the  case  (^ 

of  peace,  in  the  country.  an  arbitrary  monarch,  begiiming,  from  wbat- 

What  a  dreadful  thing  is  a  standing  army,  ever  cause,  to  legalise  his  autlu>rity.  The  one 

for  the  conduct  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  was  to  be  resisted,  the  other  was  to  be  mana- 

which,  no  man  is  responsible  !    In  the  present  ged  and  directed;  but  in  neither  case  was  the 

state  of  the  French  crown  army,  is  the  crown  order  of  the  state  to  be  changed,  lest  gorem* 

Tesponsible  for  the  whole  of  it  ?    Is  there  any  ment  might  be  ruined,  which  ou^t  only  to  be 

general  who  can  be  responsible  for  the  obe-  corrected  and  legalised.  With  us  we  g(k  rid  (tf 

dience  of  a  brigade  ?  any  colonel  for  that  of  a  the  man,  and  preserved  the  constituent  parts 

regiment?  Any  captain  for  that  of  a  company  ?  of  the  state.    There  they  get  rid  of  the  coo* 

And  as  to  the  municipal  army,  reinforced  as  it  is  stituent  parts  of  the  state,  and  keep  the  mao. 

by  the  new  citizen-deserters,  under  whose  com-  What  we  did  was  in  truth  and  substance,  and 

mand  are  they  ?    Have  we  not  seen  them,  not  in    a   constitutional  light,  a  revolution,  not 

led  by,  but  dragging  their  nominal  commander  made,  but  prevented.    We  took  solid  seoH 

with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  when  they,  or  those  rities;  we  settled  doubtful  questions;  we  cor* 

whom  they  accompanied,  proceeded  to  the  most  rected  anomalies  in  our  law.     In  the  stable 

atrocious  acts  of  treason  and  murder  ?  Are  any  fundamental  parts  of  our  constitution  we  nuuie 

of  these  armies  ?    Are  any  of  these  citizens?  no  revolution;  no,  nor  any  akteratioo  at  aU. 

We  have  in  such  a  difficulty  as  that  of  fitting  We  did  not  impair  the  monarchy.    Perhaps  it 

a  standing  army  to  the  state,  he  conceived,  might  be  shewn  that  we  strengthened  it  very 

done  much  better.    We  have  not  distracted  considerably.  The  nation  kept  the  same  ranks, 

our  army  by  divided  principles  of  obedience,  the  same  orders,  the  same  privileges,  the  same 

We  have  put  them  under  a  single  authority,  franchises,  the  same  rules  for  property,  the 

with  a  simple  (our  common)  oath  of  Jidelity ;  same  subordinations,  the  same  order  in  the  law, 

and  we  keep  the  whole  under  our  annual  in-  in  the  revenue,  and  in  the  magistracy;  the 

spection.    This  was  doing  all  that  could  be  game  lords,  the  same  c<Hnm(»is,  the  same  cor- 

safely  done.  porations,  the  same  Sectors. 

He  felt  some  concern  that  this  strange  thing  The  church  was  not  impaired.    Her  estates, 

called  a  Revolution  in  France,  should  be  com-  her  majesty,  her  splendour,  her  orders  and  gra- 

,  pared  with  the  glorious  event  commonly  called  dations  continued  the  same.    She  was  preser- 

the  Revolution  in  England ;  and  the  conduct  ved  in  her  full  efficiency,  and  cleared  only  of 

of  the  soldiery,  on  that  occasion,  compared  a  certain  intolerance,  which  was  her  weak- 

with  the  behaviour  of  some  of  the  troops  of  ness  and  disgrace.    The  church  and  the  state 

France  in  the  present  instance.  At  that  period  were  the  same  afler  the  revolution  that  they 

the  Prince  of  Orange,  a  prince  of  the  blood  were  before,  but  better  secured  in  every  part 

royal  in  England,  was  called  in  by  the  flower  Was  little  done  because  a  revolution  wti 
of  the  English  aristocracy  to  defend  its  ancient  '  not  made  in  the  constitution?    No!    Every 

constitution,  and  not  to  level  all  distinctions,  thing  was  done  ;  because  we  commenced  wUh 

reparation  not  with  ruin.  Accordingly  the  stats 

♦Theyareswomtoobeytheking,thenation,  flourished.   Insteadof  lying  as  dead,  in  a  •art 

and  the  law.  of  trance,  or  exposed  as  some  other*,  m  •■ 
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epileptic  fit,  to  the  pity  or  derision  of  the  the  particulars  of  their  conduct.    He  declared, 
world,   for  her   wild,   ridiculous,  convjlsive  that  be  did  not  affect  a  democracy.    That  he 
movements,  impotent  to  every  purpose  but  that  always  thought  any  of  the  simple,  unbalanced 
of  dashing  out  her  brains  against  the  pave-  governments  bad  ;  simple  monarchy,  simple 
ment,  Great  Britain  rose  above  the  standard,  aristocracy,  simple  democracy ;  he  held  them 
even  of  her  former  self.    An  sera  of  a  more  all  imperfect  or  vicious :  all  were  bad  by  them- 
improved domestic  prosperity  then  commenced,  selves:  the  composition  alone  was  good.  That 
and  still  continues,  not  only  unimpaired,  but  these  had  been  always  his  principles,  in  which 
growing,  under  the  wasting  hand  of  time.   All  he  had  agreed  with  his  friend  Mr.  Burke,  of 
the  energies  of  the  country  were  awakened,  whom  he  said  many  kind  and  flattering  things, 
England  never  preserved  a  firmer  countenance,  which  Mr.  Burke,  I  take  it  for  granted,  will 
or  a  more  vigorous  arm,  to  all  her  enemies,  and  know  himself  too  well  to  think  he  merits,  from 
to  all  her  rivals.    Europe  under  her  respired  any  thing  but  Mr.  Fox's  acknowledged  good- 
and  revived.     Every  where  she  appeared  as  nature.    Mr.  Fox  thought,  however,  that,  in 
the  protector,  aasertor,  or  avenger  of  liberty,  many  cases,  Mr.  Burke  was  rather  carried  too 
A  war  was  made  and  supported  against  fortune  far  by  his  hatred  to  innovation, 
itself.    The  treaty  of  Ryswick,  which  first  Mr.  Burke  said,  he  well  knew  that  these  had 
limited  the  power  of  France,  was  soon  after  been  Mr.  Fox's  invariable  opinions ;  that  they 
made:  the  grand  alliance  very  shortly  followed,  were  a  sure  ground  for  the  confidence  of  his 
which  shook  to  the  foundations  the  dreadful  country.    But  he  had  been  fearful,  that  cabals 
power  which  menaced  the  independence  of  of  very  different  intenti(M)s,  would  be  ready  to 
mankind.     The  states  of  Europe  lay  happy  make  use  of  his  great  name,  against  his  char 
under  the  shade  of  a  great  and  free  monardiy,  racter  and  sentiments,  in  order  to  derive  a 
which  knew  how  to  be  great  without  endan-  credit  to  their  destructive  machinations, 
fering  its  own  peace  at  home,  or  the  internal  Mr.  Sheridan  then  rose,  and  made  a  lively 
or  external  peace  of  any  of  its  neighbours.  and  doquent  speech  against  Mr.  Burke ;  in 
Mr.  Burke  said  he  should  have  felt  very  un-  which,  among  other  things,  he  said  that  Mr 
pleasantly  if  he  had  not  delivered  these  senti-  Burke  had  libelled  the  national  assembly  of 
ments.    He  was  near  the  end  of  his  natural,  France,  and  had  cast  out  reflections  on  such 
probably  still  nearer  the  end  of  his  political  characters  as  those  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Far 
career ;  that  he  was  weak  and  weary ;  and  yette  and  Mr.  Bailly. 
wished  for  rest.    That  he  was  little  disposed  Mr.  Burke  said  that  he  did  not  libel  the  na- 
to  controversies,  or  what  is  called  a  detailed  tional  assembly  of  France,  whom  he  considered 
opposition.    That  at  his  time  of  life,  if  he  very  little  in  the  discussion  of  these  matters, 
couki  not  do  something  by  some  sort  of  weight  That  he  thought  all  the  substantial  power  ro- 
of opinion,  natural  or  acquired,  it  was  useless  sided  in  the  republic  of  Paris,  whose  autho- 
and  indecorous  to  attempt  any  thing  by  mere  rity  guided,  or  whose  example  was  followed 
struggle.    Turpe  Benea  ndlea.    That  he  had  by,  sdl  the  republics  of  France.     The   re- 
for  that  reason  little  attended  the  army  busi-  public  of  Paris   had  an  army  under  their 
ness,  or  that  of  the  revenue,  or  almost  any  orders,  and  not  under  those  d*  the  national 
other  matter  of  detail  for  some  years  past,  assembly. 

That  he  had,  however,  his  task.    He  was  far  ,  N.  B.  As  to  the  particular  gentlemen,  I  do 

fixxn  condemning  such  opposition ;  on  the  con-  not  remember  that  Mr.  Burke  mentioned  either 

trary,  he  most  highly  applauded  it,  where  a  of  them— certainly  not  Mr.  Bailly.    He  allu- 

just  occasion  existed  for  it,  and  gentlemen  had  ded,  undoubtedly,  to  the  case  of  the  Marquis 

Tigour  and  capacity  to  pursue  it.    Where  a  de  la  Fayette ;  but  whether  what  he  asserted 

great  occasion  occurred,  he  was,  and  while  he  of  him  be  a  libel  on  him,  must  be  left  to  those 

continued  in  parliament,  would  be  among  the  who  are  acquainted  with  the  business. 

most  active  and  the  most  earnest,  as  he  hoped  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  the  debate  with  beco- 

he  had  shewn  on  a  late  event.    With  respect  ming  gravity  and  dignity,  and  a  reserve  on 

to  the  cmistitution  itself,  be  wished  few  alte-  both  sides  of  the  question,  as  related  to  France, 

rations  in  it.    Happy  if  he  left  it  not  the  worse  fit  for  a  person  in  a  minbterial  situation.    He 

fixr  any  share  he  had  taken  in  its  service.  said,  that  what  he  had  spoken  only  regarded 

Mr.  Fox  then  rose,  and  declared,  in  sub-  France  when  she  should  unite,  which  he  rather 

stance,  that  so  far  as  regarded  the  French  thought  she  soon  might,  with  the  liberty  she 

army,  he  went  no  farther  than  the  general  had  acquired,  the  blessings  of  law  and  order, 

principle,  by  which  that  army  shewed  itself  He,  too,  said  several  civU  things  concerning 

indisposed  to  be  an  instnonent  in  the  servitude  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Burke,  as  applied  to  this 

of  Uieir  fellow-citizenSj  but  did  not  enter  into  country. 


MR.  BURKE'S  REFLECTIONS 

ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  PRANCE,  AND  ON  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
IN  CERTAIN  SOCIETIES  IN  LONDON,  RELATIVE  TO  THAT 
EVENT.  IN  A  LETTER  INTENDED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  SENT  TO  A 
GENTLEMAN  IN  PARIS.    1790. 


It  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  inform  the  reason  to  imagine  that  I  diink  my  sentimenti 

Reader,  that  the  following  Reflections  had  of  such  value  as  to  wish  myself  to  be  solkited 

their  origin  in  a  correspondence  between  the  about  them.    They  are  ot  too  little  conse* 

Author  and  a  very  young  gentleman  at  Paris,  quence  to  be  very  anxiously  either  communi- 

who  did  him  the  honour  of  desiring  his  opi-  cated  or  withheld.    It  was  from  attenti(Xi  to 

nion  upon  the  important  transactions,  which  you,  and  to  you  only,  that  I  hesitated  at  the 

then,  and  ever  since,  have  so  much  occupied  time  when  you  first  desired  to  receive  them, 

the  attention  of  all  men.     An  answer  was  In  the  first  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to 

written  some  time  in  the  month  of  October  you,  and  which  at  length  T  send,  I  wrote  nei* 

1789;  but  it  was  kept  back  upon  prudential  ther  for,  nor  from,  any  description  of  roeo; 

considerations.     That  letter  is  alluded  to  in  nor  shall  I  in  this.    My  errours,  if  any,  are 

the  beginning  of  the  following  sheets.    It  has  my  own.    My  reputaticm  alone  is  to  answer 

been  since  forwarded  to  the  person  to  whom  it  for  them. 

was  addressed.    The  reasons  for  the  delay  in  Tou  see,  Sir,  by  the  long  letter  I  have 

lendmg  it  were  assigned  in  a  short  letter  to  transmitted  to  you,  that,  though   I  do  most 

the  same  gentleman.    This  produced  on  his  heartily  wish  that  France  may  be  animated 

part  a  new  and  pressing  application  for  the  by  a  spirit  of  rati(Hial  liberty,  and  that  I  ihitk 

Author's  sentiments.  you  bound,  in  all  honest  policy,  to  provide  a 

The  author  began  a  second  and  more  full  permanent  body,  in  which  that  spirit  may  re> 

discussion  on  the  subject.    This  he  had  some  side,  and  an  effectual  cn-gan,  by  which  it  may 

thoughts  of  publishing  early  in  the  last  spring ;  act,  it  is  my  misfortune  to  entertain  great  doubts 

but  the  matter  gaining  upon  him,  he  found  that  concerning  several  material  points  in  your  late 

what  he  had  undertaken  not  only  far  exceeded  transactions. 

the  measure  of  a  letter,  but  that  its  importance  You  imagined,  when  you  wrote  last,  diat  I 
required  rather  a  more  detailed  consideration  might  possibly  be  reckoned  among  the  ap* 
than  at  that  time  he  had  any  leisure  to  bestow  provers  of  certain  proceedings  in  France,  froin 
upon  it.  However,  having  thrown  down  his  the  solemn  public  seal  of  sanction  they  have 
frst  thoughts  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  and  in-  received  fi^m  two  clubs  of  gentlemwi  in  Loo- 
deed  when  he  sat  down  to  write,  having  don,  called  the  Constitutional  Society,  and  the 
intended  it  for  a  private  letter,  he  found  it  Revolution  Socie^. 

difficult  to  change  the  form  of  address,  when  I  certainly  have  the  honour  to  belong  to  more 

his  sentiments  had  grown  into  a  greater  ex-  clubs  than  cme,  in  whidi  the  constitution  ef 

tent,  and  had  received  another  direction.    A  this  kingdom,  and  the  principles  of  the  ^ 

different  plan,  he  is  sensible,  might  be  more  nous  revolution  are  held  in  high  reverence: 

&vourable  to  a  commodious  division  and  dis-  and  I  reckon  myself  among  the  most  forward 

tribution  of  his  matter.  in  my  zeal  for  maintaining  that  constitiition 

and  those  principles  in  their  utmost  paritf  and 

— ^—  vigour.    It  is  because  I  do  so,  that  I  diuk  it 

necessary  for  me,  that  there  shoudd  be  no 
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revolution,  and  those  who  are  attadied  to  the 

Dear  Sir,  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  will  take  good 

YotT  are  pleased  to  call  again,  and  with     eare  how  they  are  involved  with  ptrsMH  wbo^ 

lome  earnestness,  for  my  thoughts  on  the  late    imcter  the  pretext  of  zeal  towards  the  nv^ 

proceedings  in  France.    I  will  not  give  you     hition  and  oonstitotion,  too  firaqnently  waadar 
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from  their  true  principles ;  and  are  ready  on  given  splendour  to  obscurity,  and  distinction 

•▼ery  occasion  to  depart  from  the  firm  bat  to  undiscemed  merit.    Until  very  lately  [  do 

cautious  and  deliberate  spirit  yfhvAk  produced  not  recollect  to  have  heard  of  this  club.    I  an 

the  one,  and  which  presides  in  the  other,  quite  sure  that  it  never  occupied  a  moment 

Befijre  I  proceed  to  answer  the  more  material  of  my  thoughts ;  nor,  I  believe,  those  of  any 

particalars  in  your  letter,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  person  out  of  their  own  set.    I  find,  upon  in* 

give  you  such  information  as  I  have  been  able  quiry,  that  on  the  anniversary  of  the  revokiH 

to  obtain  of  the  two  clubs  which  have  thought  tion  in  1688,  a  club  of  dissenters,  but  of  what 

proper,  as  bodies,  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  denomination  I  know  not,  have  long  had  th« 

of  France ;  first  assuring  you,  that  I  am  not,  custom  of  hearing  a  sermon  in  one  of  their 

and  that  I  have  never  be«i,  a  member  of  either  churches ;  and  that  afterwards  they  spent  the 

of  those  societies.  day  cheerfully,  as  other  clubs  do,  at  the  tavern. 

The  first,  calling  itself  the  Constitutional  But  I  never  heard  that  way  public  measure,  or 

Society,  or  Society  for  Crnistituticnial  Inlbr-  political  system,  much  less  that  the  merits  cH 

mation,  or  by  some  such  title,  is,  I  believe,  of  the  constitution  of  any  foreign  nation,  had  been 

seven  or  eight  years  standing.    The  institu*  the  subject  of  a  formal  proceeding  at  their  fes- 

tion  of  this  society  appears  to  be  of  a  charita-  tivals ;  until,  to  my  inexpressible  surprise,  I 

Me,  and  so  far  of  a  laudable,  nature :  it  was  found  them  in  a  sort  of  public  capacity,  by  a 

intended  for  the  circulation,  at  the  expense  of  congratulatory  address,  giving  an  authoritative 

the  members,  of  many  books,  which  few  others  sanction  to  the  proceedings  of  the  national 

would  be  at  the  expense  of  buying ;  and  which  assembly  in  France. 

might  lie  on  the  hands  of  the  booksellers,  to        In  the  ancient  principles  and  conduct  of  the 

the  great  loss  of  an  useful  body  of  men.  Whe-  club,  so  far  at  least  as  they  were  declared,  I 

tber  the  books  so  charitably  circulated,  were  see  nothing  to  which  I  could  take  exception. 

ever  as  charitably  read,  is  more  than  I  know.  I  think  it  very  probable,  that  for  some  purpose, 

PosBibly  several  of  them  have  been  exported  new  members  may  have  entered  among  them ; 

to  France ;  and,  like  goods  not  in  request  here,  and  that  some  truly  Christian  politicians,  who 

Biay  with  you  have  found  a  maricet.    I  have  love  to  dispense  benefits,  but  are  careflil  to 

beard  much  talk  of  the  lights  to  be  drawn  from  conceal  the  hand  which  distributes  the  dole, 

books  that  are  sent  from  hence.    What  im>  may  have  made  them  the  instruments  of  their 

provements  they  have  had  in  their  passage  (as  pious  designs.    Whatever  I  may  have  reason 

it  is  said  some  liquors  are  meliorated  by  cros-  to  suspect  concerning  private  management,  I 

sing  the  sea)  I  cannot  tell :  but  I  never  heard  shall  speak  of  nothing  as  of  a  certainty  but 

a  man  of  common  judgment,  or  the  least  de-  what  is  public. 

free  of  information,  speak  a  word  in  praise  of        For  one,  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  thought, 

the  greater  part  of  the  publications  circulated  directly  or  indirectly,  c(»cemed  in  their  pro- 

by  that  society ;  nor  have  their  proceedings  ceedings.  I  certainly  take  my  full  share,  along 

been  aocoanted,  except  by  some  of  themselves,  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  in  my  individual 

as  of  any  serious  consequence.  and  private  capacity,  in  speculating  on  what 

Tour  national  assembly  seems  to  entertain  has  been  done,  or  is  doing,  on  the  public 

■Miefa  the  same  opinion  that  I  do  <^  this  poor  stage ;  in  any  place  ancient  or  modem ;  in 

dwritable  club.   As  a  nation,  you  reserved  the  the  republic  of  Rome,  or  the  republic  of  Paris ; 

whole  stock  of  your  eloquent  acknowledgments  but  having  no  general  apostolical  mission,  be 

fer  the  Revolution  Society ;  when  their  fellows  ing  a  citizen  of  a  particular  state,  and  being 

in  the  Constitutional  were,  in  equi^,  entitled  bound  up  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  its  pub- 

to  some  share.    Since  you  have  selected  the  lie  will,  I  should  think  it  at  least  improper  and 

Revolution  Society  as  the  great  object  d*  your  irregular  for  me  to  open  a  formal  public  cor- 

national  tlwnks  wad  praises,  you  wUl  think  me  respondence  with  the  actual  government  of  a 

excusable  in  makmg  its  late  conduct  the  sub-  foreign  nation,  without  the  express  authori^ 

jeet  of  my  observations.    The  national  assem-  of  the  government  under  which  I  live. 
Uy  of  France  has  given  importance  to  these        I  should  be  still  more  unwilling  to  enter  into 

gentlemen  by  adopting  them ;  and  they  return  that  correspondence,  under  any  thing  like  an 

the  fiivoor,  by  acting  as  a  committee  in  "Eng-  equivocal  description,  which  to  many,  unao- 

landfiar  extending  the  principles  of  the  national  quainted  with  our  usages,  might  maJie  the 

Henceforward  we  must  consider  address,  in  which  I  joined,  appear  as  the  act 

as  a  kind  of  privileged  persons ;  as  no  of  persons  in  some  s<Mrt  of  corporate  capacity, 

mderafale  members  in  the  diplomatic  body,  acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom ,  and 

Tbim  is  one  among  the  revolutions  which  have  authorized  to  speak  the  sense  of  some  part-oC 
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it  On  account  of  the  ambiguity  and  uncer-  mon  sense,  ten  years  ago,  have  felicitated 
tainty  of  unauthorized  general  descriptions,  France  on  her  enjoyment  of  a  government  (for 
and  of  the  deceit  which  may  be  practised  under  she  then  had  a  government)  without  inquiry 
them,  and  not  from  mere  formality,  the  house  what  the  nature  of  that  government  was,  or 
of  coinmoas  would  reject  the  most  sneaking  how  it  was  administered  ?  Can  I  now  con- 
petition  for  the  most  trifling  object,  under  that  gratulate  the  same  nation  upon  its  fireedom? 
mode  of  signature  to  which  you  have  thrown  Is  it  because  Uberty  in  the  abstract  may  be 
open  the  folding-doors  of  your  presence  cham-  classed  among  the  blessings  of  mankind,  that 
ber,  and  have  ushered  into  your  national  assem-  I  am  seriously  to  felicitate  a  mad-man,  who  hai 
bly  with  as  much  ceremony  and  parade,  and  escaped  from  the  protecting  restraint  and 
with  as  great  a  bustle  of  applause,  as  if  you  wholesome  daricness  of  his  cell,  on  hb  restora- 
had  been  visited  by  the  whole  representative  tion  to  the  enjoyment  of  light  and  liberty? 
majesty  of  the  whole  English  nation.  If  what  Am  I  to  congratulate  a  highwajrnian  and  mor- 
this  society  has  thought  proper  to  send  forth  derer,  who  has  broke  prison,  upon  the  reco?eiy 
bad  been  a  piece  of  argument,  it  would  have  of  his  natural  rights?  This  would  be  to  act 
signified  little  whose  argument  it  was.  It  over  again  the  scene  of  the  criminals  coa> 
would  be  neither  the  more  nor  the  less  convin-  demned  to  the  gallics,  and  their  heroic  ddi- 
cing  on  account  of  the  party  it  came  from.  But  verer,  the  metaphysic  kni^t  of  the  sorrowful 
this  is  only  a  vote  and  resolution.    It  stands  countenance. 

solely  on  authority ;  and  in  this  case  it  is  the  When  I  see  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  action,  I 
mere  authority  of  individuals,  few  of  whom  see  a  strcmg  principle  at  work  ;  and  this,  for  a 
appear.  Their  signatures  ought,  in  my  opi-  while,  is  aU  I  can  possibly  know  of  it.  The 
nion,  to  have  been  annexed  to  their  instrument,  wild  g<u,  the  6xed  air  is  plainly  broke  krase: 
The  world  would  then  have  the  means  of  know-  but  we  ought  to  suspend  our  judgment  until 
ing  how  many  they  are ;  who  they  are ;  and  the  first  effervescence  is  a  little  subsided,  t3I 
of  what  value  their  opinions  may  be,  from  their  the  liquor  is  cleared,  and  until  we  see  some- 
personal  abilities,  from  their  knowledge,  their  thing  deeper  than  the  agitation  of  a  troubled 
experience,  or  their  lead  and  authority  in  this  and  frothy  surface.  I  must  be  tolerably  sure, 
state.  To  me,  who  am  but  a  plain  man,  the  before  I  venture  publicly  to  congratulate  men 
proceeding  looks  a  little  too  refined,  and  too  upon  a  blessing,  Uiat  they  have  really  receired 
ingenious;  it  has  too  much  the  air  of  a  politi-  one.  Flattery  corrupts  both  the  receiver  aad 
cal  stratagem,  adopted  for  the  sake  of  giving,  the  giver;  and  adulation  is  not  <^  more  service 
under  a  high-sounding  name,  an  importance  to  to  the  people  than  to  kings.  I  shoidd  therefore 
the  public  declarations  of  this  club,  which,  suspend  my  congratulations  on  the  new  liberty 
when  the  matter  came  to  be  closely  inspected,  of  France,  until  I  was  informed  how  it  had 
they  did  not  altogether  so  well  deserve.  It  is  been  combined  with  government ;  with  public 
a  policy  that  has  very  much  the  complexion  of  force ;  with  the  discipline  and  obedience  of 
a  fraud.  armies ;  with  the  collection  of  an  effective  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  I  love  8  manly,  moral,  well-distributed  revenue ;  with  morality  and 
regulated  liberty  as  well  as  any  gentleman  of  religicm ;  with  solidity  and  property ;,  with 
that  society,  be  he  who  he  will ;  and  perhaps  I  peace  and  order ;  with  civil  and  social  man- 
have  given  as  good  proofs  of  my  attachment  to  ners.  All  these  (in  their  way)  are  good  thii^ 
that  cause,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  public  too;  and,  without  them,  liberty  isnotabendSt 
conduct.  I  think  I  envy  liberty  as  little  as  whilst  it  lasts,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  cootwm 
they  do,  to  any  other  nation.  But  I  cannot  long.  The  effect  of  liberty  to  individuals  is, 
stand  forward,  and  give  praise  or  blame  to  that  they  may  4o  what  they  pleagei  we  ought 
any  thing  which  relates  to  human  actions,  and  to  see  whaT  ^t  will  please  tnem  to  do,  befcre 
human  concerns,  on  a  simple  view  of  the  we  risk  conpratuiation*},  Vf\*i^,(^  ^»y  be  soon 
object,  as  it  stands  stripped  of  every  relation,  turned  into  complamts.  Prudence  wouU  dio- 
in  all  the  nakedness  and  solitude  of  metaphy-  tate  this  in  the  case  of  separate  insulated  pri- 
sical  abstraction.  Circumstances  (which  with  vate  men ;  but  liberty,  when  men  act  in  bodiei, 
some  gentlemen  pass  for  nothing)  give  in  rea-  is  jtjoujcr.  Considerate  people,  befbfe  they 
lity  to  every  political  principle  its  distinguish-  declarethemselves,  will  observe  the  use  whkh 
ing  colour,  and  discriminating  effect.  The  is  made  of  power;  and  particularly  of  so  try- 
circumstances  are  what  render  every  civil  and  ing  a  thing  as  neto  power  in  new  persons,  of 
political  scheme  beneficial  or  noxious  to  man-  whose  principles,  tempers,  and  disposittoH 
kind.  Abstractedly  speaking,  government,  as  they  have  little  or  no  experience,  and  in  sitM- 
wen  as  liberty,  is  good;  yet  could  I,  in  com-  tions,  where  those  who  appear  the  most  t^ 
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ring  in  the  tcene  may  possibly  not  be  the  real     things  are  brought  about  in  many  instances  by 
movers.  means  the  roost  absurd  and  ridiculous ;  in  the 

All  these  considerations  howeyer  were  be*  most  ridiculous  modes ;  and  apparently,  by  the 
low  the  transcendental  dignity  of  the  revolution  most  contemptible  instruments.  Everything 
socie^.  Whilst  I  continued  in  the  country,  seems  out  of  nature  in  this  strange  chaos  c^ 
from  whence  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  levity  and  ferocity,  and  of  all  sorts  of  crimet 
you,  I  had  batan  in^)erfect  idea  of  their  trans*  jumbled  together  with  all  sorts  of  fc^ies.  la 
•cti<»t8.    On  my  coming  to  town,  I  sent  for  an     viewing  this  monstrous  tragicomic  scene,  the 

account  of  their  proceedings,  which  had  been  most  opposite  passions  necessarily  succeed, 

published  by  their  authority,  containing  a  ser-  and  sometimes  mix  with  each  other  in  the 

mon  of  Dr.  Price,  with  the  Duke de Roche-  mind;   alternate  contempt  and  indignation; 

iaucault's  and  the  Archbishop  of  Aix*s  letter,  alternate  laughter  and  tears ;  alternate  scorn 

and  several  other  documents  annexed.    The  and  horrour. 

whole  of  that  publication,  with  the  manifest  de-  It  cannot  however  be  denied,  that  to  some 
sign  of  connecting  the  affairs  of  France  with  this  strange  scene  appeared  in  quite  another 
thoee  of  England,  by  drawing  us  into  an  imi-  point  of  view.  Into  them  it  inspired  no  other 
tation  of  the  conduct  of  the  national  assembly,  sentiments  than  those  of  exultation  and  rap- 
gave  me  a  considerable  degree  of  uneasiness,  ture.  They  saw  nothing  in  what  has  been 
The  effect  of  that  conduct  npon  the  power,  done  in  France,  but  a  firm  and  temperate  ex- 
credit,  prosperity,  and  tranquillity  of  France,  ertion  of  freedom  ;  so  consistent,  on  the  whole, 
became  every  day  more  evidmt.  The  form  with  morals  and  with  pie^,  as  to  make  it  de- 
of  constitution  to  be  settled,  for  its  future  poKty,  serving  not  only  of  the  secular  applause  of 
became  more  clear.  We  are  now  in  a  condi-  dashing  Machiavelian  politicians,  but  to  ren- 
tion  to  discern,  with  tolerable  exactness,  the  true  der  it  a  fit  theme  for  all  the  devout  effusions 
nature  of  the  ol:gect  held  up  to  our  imitation,  of  sacred  eloquence. 

If  the  prudence  of  reserve  and  decorum  die-        On  the  forenoon  of  the  4th  of  November 

tates  silence  in  some  circumstances,  in  others  last,  Doctor  Richard  Price,  a  non-conforming 

prudence  of  a  higher  order  may  justify  us  in  minister  of  eminence,  preached  at  the  dissen- 

q>eaking  our  thoughts.    The  beginnings  of  ting  meeting-house  of  the  Old  Jewry,  to  his 

confusion  with  us  in  En^and  are  at  present  club  or  society,  a  very  extraordinary  miscel- 

leeble  enough ;  but  with  you,  we  have  seen  an  laneous  sermon,  in  which  there  are  some  good 

in&ncy  still  more  feeble,  growing  by  moments  moral  and  religious  sentiments,  and  not  ill 

into  a  strength  to  heap  mountains  upon  moun-  expressed,  mixed  up  with  a  sort  of  porridge  of 

tains,  and  to  wage  war  with  heaven  itself,  various  political  opinions  and  reflections :  but 

Whenever  our  neighbour's  house  is  on  fire,  it  the  revolution  in  France  is  the  grand  ingre- 

cannot  be  amiss  for  the  engines  to  play  a  little  dient  in  the  cauldron.    I  consider  the  address 

on  our  own.    Better  to  be  despised  for  too  transmitted  by   the  revolution  society  to  the 

anxious   apprehensions,  than  ruined  by  too  national  assembly   through  Earl   Stanhope, 

confident  a  security.  as  originating  in  the  principles  of  the  sermon, 

Sdicitous  chiefly  for  the  peace  of  my  own  and  as  a  corollary  from  them.  It  was  moved 
country,  but  by  no  means  unconcerned  for  yours,  by  the  preacher  of  that  discourse.  It  was 
I  wish  to  communicate  more  largely,  what  was  passed  by  those  who  came  reeking  from  the 
at  first  intended  only  for  your  private  satis-  effect  of  the  sermon,  without  any  censure  or 
fibction.  I  shall  still  keep  your  affairs  in  my  qualification,  expressed  or  implied.  If,  how- 
eye,  and  continue  to  address  myself  to  you.  In-  ever,  any  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  shall 
dulging  myself  in  the  freedom  of  epistolary  in-  wish  to  separate  the  sermon  from  the  resolu- 
tercourse,  I  beg  leave  to  throw  out  my  thoughts,  tion,  they  know  how  to  acknowledge  the  one, 
and  express  my  feelings,  just  as  they  arise  and  to  disavow  the  other.  They  may  do  it : 
in  my  mind,  with  very  little  attention  to  formal  I  cannot. 

method.    I  set  out  with  the  proceedings  of  the        For  my  part,  I  looked  on  that  sermon  as  the 

revolution  society ;  but  I  shall  not  confine  my-  public  declaration  of  a  man  much  connected 

■elf  to  them.     Is  it  possible  I  should?    It  with  literary  caballers,  and  intriguing  philoso- 

loolcs  to  me  as  if  I  were  in  a  great  crisis,  not  phers  ;  with  political  theologians,  and  theolo- 

of  the  afiairs  of  France  alone,  but  all  Europe,  gical  politicians,  both  at  home  and  abroad.    I 

porfaaps  of  more  than  Europe.    All  circum-  know  they  set  him  up  as  a  sort  of  oracle ;  b©- 

■tanoes  taken  together,  the  French  revolution  cause,  with  the  best  intentions  in  the  world, 

ia  the  most  astonishing  that  has  hitherto  hap-  he  naturally  phiHppizeaf  and  chaunts  his  pro- 

paned   in  the  world.    The  most  wonderfiil  phetic  song  in  exact  unison  with  their  designt 
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That  •ermon  ia  in  a  strain  which  I  believe  upon  his  own  particular  |>rinciple8.*  It  ii 
bat  not  been  heard  in  this  kingdom,  in  any  somewhat  remarkable  that  Uiis  reverend  diriiM 
of  the  pulpits  which  are  tolerated  or  encouraged  should  be  so  earnest  for  setting  up  new  duircfae^ 
in  it,  since  the  year  1648,  when  a  predecessor  and  so  perfectly  indifferent  concerning  the 
of  Dr.  Price,  the  Reverend  Hugh  Peters,  made  doctrine  which  may  be  taught  in  them.  Hii 
tbe  vault  of  the  king's  own  chapel  at  St.  James's  zeal  is  of  a  curious  character.  It  is  not  for  dn 
ring  with  the  honour  and  privilege  of  the  saints,  propagation  of  his  own  opinionsi  but  of  any 
who,  with  the  "  high  praises  of  God  in  their  opinions.  It  is  not  for  the  diffusion  of  truth, 
■louths,  and  a  <ux>>edged  sword  in  their  hands,  but  for  the  spreading  of  comradiction.  Let 
were  to  execute  judgment  on  the  heathen,  and  the  noble  teachers  but  dissent,  it  is  no  matter 
punishments  upon  the  people ;  to  bind  their  from  whom  or  from  what.  This  great  poiot 
hngM  with  chains,  and  their  noble*  with  fetters  once  secured,  it  is  taken  for  grantcMd  their  re- 
ef iron."'*'  Few  harangues  from  the  pulpit,  ligion  will  be  rational  and  manly.  I  doubt 
except  in  the  days  of  your  league  in  France,  whether  religion  would  reap  all  the  benefits 
or  in  the  days  of  our  solemn  league  and  cove-  which  the  calculating  divine  computes  from 
nant  in  England,  have  ever  breathed  less  of  this  "  great  company  of  great  preachers."  It 
the  spirit  of  moderation  than  this  lecture  in  the  would  certainly  be  a  valuable  addition  of  noo* 
Old  Jewry.  Supposing,  however,  that  some-  descripts  to  the  ample  collection  of  known 
thing  like  moderation  were  visible  in  this  po-  classes,  genera  and  species,  which  at  present 
litical  sermon  ;  yet  politics  and  the  pulpit  are  beautify  the  hortua  nceua  of  dissent  A  ser- 
terms  that  have  little  agreement.  No  sound  mon  from  a  noble  duke,  or  a  noble  marquis,  or 
ought  to  be  heard  in  tlie  church  but  the  healing  a  noble  earl,  or  baron  bold,  would  certamly  iii- 
Toice  of  Christian  charity.  The  cause  of  civil  crease  and  diversify  the  amusements  of  this 
iiberly  and  civil  government  gains  as  little  as  town,  which  begins  to  grow  satiated  with  the 
that  of  religion  by  this  confusion  of  duties,  uniform  round  of  its  vapid  dissipations.  I 
Those  who  quit  their  proper  character,  to  as-  should  only  stipulate  tliat  these  new  itfof- 
8ume  what  does  not  belong  to  them,  are,  for  Johns  in  robes  and  coronets  should  keep  sons 
the  greater  part,  ignorant  both  of  the  character  sort  of  bounds  in  the  democratic  and  levelling 
they  leave,  and  of  the  character  they  assume,  principles  which  are  expected  from  their  titled 
Wholly  unacquainted  with  the  world  in  which  pulpits.  The  new  evangelists  will,  I  dare  say, 
they  are  so  fond  of  meddling,  and  inexpe-  disappoint  the  hopes  that  are  c(Hiceived  tS 
rienced  in  all  its  affairs,  on  which  they  pro-  them.  They  will  not  become,  literally  as  w«Il 
Dounce  with  so  much  confidence,  they  have  as  figuratively,  polemic  divines,  nor  be  dii^ 
nothing  of  politics  but  the  passions  they  excite,  posed  so  to  drill  their  congregations,  that  tbej 
Surely  the  church  is  a  place  where  one  day's  may,  as  in  former  blessed  times,  preach  their 
truce  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  dissensions  doctrines  to  regiments  of  drago<»is,  and  corps 
and  animosities  of  mankind.  of  infantry  and  artillery.    Such  arrangements, 

This  pulpit  style,  revived  after  so  long  a  however  favourable  to  the  cause  of  compulsory 

discontinuance,  had  to  me  the  air  of  novelty,  freedom,  civil  and  religious,  may  not  be  equally 

and  of  a  novelty  not  wholly  without  danger.    I  conducive  to  the  national  tranquillity.     These 

do  not  charge  this  danger  equally  to  every  part  few  restrictions  I  hope  are  no  great  atretches 

of  the  discourse.    The  hint  given  to  a  noble  of  intolerance,  no  very  violent  exertioos  of 

and  reverend  lay-divine,  who  is  supposed  high  despotism. 

in  office  in  one  of  our  universities, f  and  other  But  I  may  say  of  oar  preacher,  "utmam 

lay-divines  "  of  rank  and  literature,"  may  be  nugis  iota  ilia  dedisset  tempera  soiitus."— All 

proper  and  seasonable,  though  somewhat  new.  thinos  in  this  his  fulminating  boll  are  not  of  so 

If  the  noble  Swkera  should  find  nothing  to  innoxious  a  tendency.    His  doctrines  affect 

satisfy  their  pious  fancies  in  the  okl  staple  of  our  constitution  in  its  vital  parts.    He  tells  the 

the  national  church,  or  in  all  the  rich  variety  revoluticm  society,  in  this  political  sennoO) that 
to  be  found  in  the  well-assorted  warehouses  of 

the  dissenting  congregations,  Dr,  Price  advises  . 

them  to  improve  upon  non-conformity :  and  to  *.  ?  T*"""  ''^k  ??**  ?.?'  °*1?*  ?*"  ^"""^ 

-^*             u   r.i-                     .            .      L  which  Is  prescribed  by  public  authority,  ought, 

Bct  up,  each  of  them,  a  separate  meeting-house  if  they  can  find  no  worship  wt  of  ihe  cbuich 

which  they  approve,  to  set  up  a  separate  teor- 

ship  for  themselves  ;   and  by  doing  this,  and 

*  Psalm  cxliz.  giving  an  example  of  a  rational  and  manly  wor- 

t  Discourse  on  the  Love  of  our  Ck>antry,  Nov.  ship,  men  of  weight  from  their  rank  and  llisra- 

4>n99,  by  Dr.  Richard  Price,  8d  edition,  p.  17  ture  may  do  the  greatest  service  to  aociety  and 

*Ba  18-  the  world.'*    P.  18,  Dr.  Price's  Saimos. 
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his  majes^  "  is  almost  the  only  lawful  king  in  they  come  to  be  examined  upon  the  plain 
dM  world,  because  the  onh/  one  who  owes  his  meaning  of  their  words,  and  the  direct  tendency 
crown  to  the  choice  of  hia  people**    As  to  the  of  their  doctrines,  then  equivocations  and  slip- 
kings  cfthe  world,  all  of  whom  (except  one)  pery  constructions  come  into  play.      When 
tills  arch  pontiff  of  the  righla  qf  men,  with  aU  they  say  the  king  owes  his  crown  to  the  choice 
the  plenitude,  and  with  more  than  the  boldness  of  his  people,  and  is  therefore  the  only  lawful 
of  the  papal  deposing  power  in  its  meridian  sovereign  in  the  world,  they  will  perhaps  tell 
fervour  of  the  twelfth  century,  puts   into  one  us  they  mean  to  say  no  more  than  that  some  of 
■weeping  clause  of  ban  and  anathema,  and  the  king's  predecessors  have  been  called  to  the 
proclaims  usurpers  by  circles  of  longitude  and  throne  by  some  sort  of  choice  ;  and  therefore 
latitude,  over  the  whole  globe,  it  behoves  them  he  owes  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people. 
to  consider  how  they  admit  into  their  territo-  Thus,  by  a  miserable  subterfuge,  they  hope  to 
ries  these  apostolic  missionaries,  who  are  to  render  their  proposition  safe,  by  rendering  it 
tell  their  subjects  they  are  not  lawful  kings,  nugatory.    They  are  welcome  to  the  asylum 
That  is  their  concern.    It  is  ours  as  a  domes-  they  seek  for  their  offence,  since  they  take 
tic  interest  of  some  moment,  seriously  to  con-  refuge  in  their  folly.    For,  if  you  adroit  thb 
aider  the  solidity  of  the  onfy  principle  upon  interpretation,  how  does  their  idea  of  election 
i^ich  these  gentlemen  acknowledge  a  king  of  differ  from  our  idea  of  inheritance  ?    And  how 
Great  Britain  to  be  entitled  to  their  allegiance,  does  the  settlement  of  the  crown  in  the  Bruns- 
This  doctrine,  as  applied  to  the  prince  now  wick  line  derived  from  James  the  first,  come 
on  the  British  throne,  either  is  nonsense,  and  to  legalize  our  monarchy,  rather  than  that  of 
therefore  neither  true  nor  false,  or  it  affirms  a  any  of  the  neighbouring  countries  ?    At  8(»ne 
most  unfounded,  dangerous,   illegal,  and  un-  time  or  other,  to  be  sure,  all  the  beginners  of 
constitutional  position.      According   to   this  dynasties  were  chosen   by  those    who  called 
q[>iritual  doctor  of  politics,  if  his  majesty  does  them  to  govern.     There  is  ground  enough  for 
not  owe  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people,  the  opinion  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe 
he  is  no  lau^vX  long.    Now  nothing  can  be  were  at  a  remote  period,  elective,  with  mom 
more  untrue  than  that  the  crown  c^  this  king-  or  fewer  limitations  in  the  objects  of  choice  ; 
dom  is  so  held  by  his  majesty.    Therefore  if  but  whatever  kings  might  have  been  here  or 
youfblbw  their  rule,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  elsewhere,  a  thousand  years  ago,  or  in  what- 
f^hxi  most  certainly  does  not  owe  his   high  ever  manner  the  ruling  dynasties  of  England 
office  to  any  form  of  popular  election,  is  in  no  or  France  may  have  begun,  the  king  of  Great 
respect  better  than  the  rest  of  the  gang  of  Britain  is  at  this  day  king  by  a  fixed  rule 
usurpers,  who  reign,  or  rather  rob,  all  over  the  of  succession,  according  to  the  laws  of  his 
face  of  this  our  miserable  world,  without  any  country :  and  whilst  the  legal  conditions  of  the 
sort  of  right  or  title  to  the  allegiance  of  their  compact  of  sovereignty  are  performed  by  him 
people.     The  policy  of  this  general  doctrine,  (as  they  are  performed)  he  holds  his  crown  in 
so  qualified,  is  evident  enough.    The  propa-  contempt  of  the  choice  of  the  revolution  society, 
gators  of  this  political  gospel  are  in  hq>e3  their  who  have  not  a  single  vote  for  a  king  among 
abstract  principle  (their  principle  that  a  popu-  them,    either    individually    or    collectively  ; 
lar  choice  is  necessary  to  the  legal  existence  of  though  I  make  no  doubt  they  would  soon  erect 
the  sovereign  magistracy)  would  be  overlooked,  themselves  into  an  electoral  college,  if  things 
whilst  the  king  of  Great   Britain  was   not  Were  ripe  to  give  effect  to  their  claim.    His 
affected  by  it.    In  the  mean  time  the  ears  of  majesty*s  heirs  and  successors,  each  in  his 
their  congregations   would  be  gradually  ha-  time  and  order,  will  come  to  the  crown  with  the 
bituated  to  it,  as  if  it  were  a  first  principle  same  contempt  of  their  choice  with  which  his 
admitted  without  dispute.    For  the  present  it  majesty  has  succeeded  to  that  he  wears, 
would  only  operate  as  a  theory,  pickled  in  the  Whatever  may  be  the  success  of  evasion,  in 
preserving  juices  of  pulpit  eloquence,  and  laid  explaining    away    the   gross  errour   of  fouAy 
by  for  future  use.     Condo  et  compono  qtuB  mox  which  supposes  that  his  majesty  (though  he 
depronure  pomtn.    By  this  policy,  whilst  our  holds  it  in  concurrence  with  the  wishes)  owes 
government  is  soothmi  with  a  reservation  in  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people,  yet 
its   fiivour,   to  which   it  has  no  claim,  the  nothing  can  evade  their  full  explicit  declara- 
securi^,  which  it  has  in  common   with  all  tion,  concerning  the  principle  of  a  right  in  the 
governments,  so  far  as  opini(M)  is  security,  is  people  to  choose,  which  right  is  directly  main* 
taken  away.  tained,  and  tenaciously  awihered  to.    All  the^ 
Thus  these  politicians  proceed,  whilst  little  oblique  insinuations  concerning  election  bottom- 
BOtioe  is  taken  of  their  doctrines ;  but  when  in  this  proposition,  and  are  referable  to  iU 
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Lett  die  fixnidatioiLof  the  king's  ezdiisiT»4egal  A  few  years  after  this  period,  a  seooDd  op- 
title  should  pass  fi>r  a  mere  rant  of  adulatory  p<»tanity  (^ered  for  asserting  a  ri^t  of  elec- 
freedom,  the  political  divine  proceeds  dogmati-  tion  to  the  crown.  On  the  prospect  of  a  total 
caHy  to  assert,*  that  by  the  principles  of  the  failure  of  issue  from  king  William,  and  from 
revolution  the  people  of  England  have  ao-  the  princess,  afterwards  queen  Anne,  the 
quired  three  fundamental  rights,  all  of  which,  consideration  of  the  settlement  of  the  crown, 

I  with  him,  compose  one  system,  and  lie  to-  and  ofa  further  security  for  the  liberties  of  the 

gether  in  CMie  short  sentence;  namely,  that  we  people,  again  came    before   the   legislature. 

have  acquired  a  right  Did  they  this  second  time  make  any  provision 

1.  "  To  choose  our  own  govemours.''  for  legalising  the  crown  on  the  spurious  revcn 

S.  "  To  cashier  them  for  misconduct.*'  lution  principles  of   the    Old  Jewry  ?     No. 

3.  **  To  frame  a  government  for  ourselves."  They  fcjlowed  the  principles  which  prevailed  in 

This  new,  and  hitherto  unheard-of  bill  <^  the  declaration  of  right;  indicating  with  more 

rights,  though  made  in  the  name  of  the  whde  precision  the  persons  who  were  to  inherit  in 

peq>le,  belongs  to  those  gentlemen  and  their  the  protestant  line.    This  act  also  incorporated, 

faction  cmly.    The  body  of  the  people  of  Eng-  by  the  same  policy,  our  liberties,   and  an 

land  have  no  share  in  it.    They  utterly  dis-  hereditary  succession  in  the  same  act.    Instead 

claim  it.    They  will  resist  the  practical  as-  of  a  right  to  choose  our  own  govemours,  they 

tertion  of  it  with  their  lives  and  fivtunes.  They  declared  that  the  suecesnon  in  that  line  (thie 

are  bound  to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  their  coun-  protestant  line  drawn  frcrni  James  the  first) 

try,  made  at  the  time  of  that  very  revolution,  was  absolutely  necessary  "  for  the  peace,  quiet, 

which  is  appealed  to  in  favour  of  the  fictitious  and  security  of  the  realm,"  and  that  it  was 

^  rights  claimed  by  the  society  which  abuses  its  equally  urgent  on  them  "  to  mabtain  acerfatnfy 

name.  ^  in  the  succession  thereof,  to  which  the  subjects 

These  geitflemen  of  the  Old  Jewry,  in  all  may  safely  have  recourse  f(Mr  their  protection." 

their  reasonings  on  the  revolution  of  1688,  Both  these  acts,  in  which  are  heani  the  uner- 

have  a  revolution  which  happened  in  England  ring,  unambiguous  oracles  of  revolution  policy, 

about  forty  years  before,  and  the  late  French  instead  (^  countenancing  the  delusive,  gipsey 

revolution,  so  much  before  their  eyes,  and  in  predictions  of  a  "  right  to  choose  our  gover- 

^^  their  hearts,  that  they  are  constantly  confoun-  nours,"  iHt>ve  to  a  demonstraticm  how  totally 

ding  all  the  three  together.   It  is  necessary  that  adverse  the  wisdom  of  the  nation   was  from 

we  should  separate  what  they  confound.    We  turning  a  case  of  necessity  into  a  rule  of  law. 
must  recall  their  erring  fimcies  to  the  acts  of        Unquestionably  there  was  at  the  revolution, 

the  revolution  which  we  revere,  for  the  dis-  in  the  person  of  king  William,  a  small  and  a 

covery  of  its  true  principles.    If  the  principles  temporary  deviation  from  the  strict  order  of  a 

of  the  revolution  of  1688  are  any  where  to  be  regular  hereditary  succession ;  but  it  is  agaiost 

found,  it  is  in  the  statute  called  the  Dedetration  all   genuine    principles    of  jurisprudence  to 

qf  Right.    In  that  most  wise,  sober,  andconsi-  draw  a  principle  from  a  law  made  in  a  special 

derate  declaration,  drawn  up  by  great  lawyers  case,  and   regarding   an  individual   pers<»i. 

and  great  statesmen,  and  not  by  warm  and  in-  PrivHegitim  non  transit  in  exemphtm.    If  ever 

experienced  enthusiasts,  not  one  word  is  said,  there  was  a  time  favourable  for  establishiog 

nor  one  suggestion  made,  of  a  general  right  the  principle,  that  a  king  of  popular  choice  was 

"to  choose  our  own  govemours;  to  cashier  the  only  legal  king,  without  all  doubt  it  was  at 

ihem  for  misconduct ;  and  to  form  a  govern-  the  revolution.    Its  not  being  done  at  that  time 

Kent  for  oursdvesJ*  is  a  proof  that  the  nation  was  of  opinion  it 

This  declaration  of  right  (the  act  of  the  1st  ought  not  to  be  done  at  any  time.     There  is  no 

of  William  and  Mary,  sess.  2.  ch.  2.)  is  the  person  so  completely  ignorant  of  our  history,  as 

comer-stone  of  our  constitution,  as  reinforced,  not  to  know,  that  the  majority  in  parliament  of 

explained,  improved,  and  in  its  fundamental  both  parties  were  so  little  disposed  to  any  thing 

principles  for  ever  settled.    It  is  called  "  An  resembling  that  principle,  that  at  first  they  were 

act  for  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  determined  to  place  the  vacant  crown,  not  on  the 

subject,  and  for  settling  the  suceesnon  of  the  head  of  the  prince  cf  Orange,  but  on  that  of  his 

crown."    You  will  observe,  that  these  rights  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  king  James,  the  eldest 

and  this  succession  are  declared  in  one  body  bom  of  the  issue  of  that  king,  which  they  ac- 

and  bound  indissolubly  together.  knowledged  as  undoubtedly  his.    It  would  be 

to  repeat  a  very  trite  story,  to  recall  to  your 

♦  P.  34,  Discourse  on  the  Love  of  our  CJountry,  n»«niory  all  those  circumstances  which  demon- 

by  Dr.  Price.  strated  that  their  accepting  king  William  wu 
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Dot  properly  a  choice;  but  to  all  those  who  did  Mary*  and  queen   Elizabeth,  in  the  next 

not  wish,  in  effect,  to  recall  king  James,  or  to  clause  they  vest,  by  recognition,  in  their  mar 

deluge  their  country  in  blood,  and  again  to  bring  jesties,  all  the  legal  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 

their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  into  the  peri!  declaring,  "  that  in  them  they  are  mo3t  Julfyf 

they  had  just  escaped,  it  was  an  act  of  neceB-  rightfully,  and  vntirely  invested,  incorporated, 

mtjfi  in  the  strictest  moral  sense  in  which  ne-  united,  and  annexed."    In  the  clause  which 

cessity  can  be  taken.  follows,  for  preventing  questions,  by  reason  of 

In  the  very  act,  in  which  for  a  time,  and  in  any  pretended  titles  to  the  crown,  they  declare 

a  single  case,  parliament  departed  from  the  (observing  also  in  this  the  traditionary  laiH 

strict  order  of  inheritance,  in  favour  of  a  prince,  guage,  along  with  the  traditionary  policy  of  the 

who,  though  not  next,  was  however  very  near  nation,   and  repeating  as  from  a  rubric  the 

in  the  line  of  succession,  it  is  curious  to  ob-  language  of  the  preceding  acts  of  Elizabeth 

serve  how  Lord  Somers,  who  drew  the  bill  and  James)  that  on  the  preserving  "  a  urtcinty 

called  the  Declaration  of  Right,  has  comported  in  the  succession  thereof,  the  unity,  peace, 

himself  on  that  delicate  occasion.    It  is  curi-  and  tranquillity  of  this  nation  doth,  under  Grod, 

ous  to  observe  with  what  address  this  tempo-  wholly  depend." 

rary  solution  of  continuity  is  kept  from  the  eye ;  They  knew  that  a  doubtful  title  of  succes- 
whilst  all  that  could  be  found  in  this  act  of  sion  would  but  too  much  resemble  an  electi(»i ; 
necessity  to  countenance  the  idea  of  an  here-  and  that  an  election  would  be  utterly  destruc- 
ditary  succession  is  brought  forward,  and  fos-  tive  of  the  "  unity,  peace,  and  tranquillity  of 
tered,  and  made  the  most  of,  by  this  great  man,  this  nation,"  which  they  thought  to  bo  conside- 
and  by  the  legislature  who  f(Jlowed  him.  rations  of  some  moment.  To  provide  for  these 
Q,uitting  the  dry,  imperative  style  of  an  act  of  objects,  and  therefore  to  exclude  for  ever  the 
parliament,  he  makes  the  lords  and  commons  Old  Jewry  doctrine  of  "  a  right  to  choose  our 
fall  to  a  pious,  legislative  ejaculation,  and  de-  own  govemours,"  they  follow  with  a  clause, 
clare,  that  they  consider  it  '^  as  a  marvellous  containing  a  most  solemn  pledge,  taken  from 
providence,  and  merciful  goodness  of  God  to  theprecedingactofqueen  Elizabeth,  as  solemn 
this  nation,  to  preserve  their  said  majesties'  a  pledge  as  ever  was  or  can  be  given  in  favour 
royal  persons,  most  happily  to  reign  over  us  on  of  an  hereditary  succession,  and  as  solemn  a 
the  throne  of  their  ancestors^  for  which,  from  the  renunciation  as  could  be  made  of  the  principles 
bottom  of  their  hearts,  they  return  their  hum-  by  this  society  imputed  to  them.  "  The  Lords 
blest  thanks  and  praises." — The  legislature  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  do,  in 
plainly  had  in  view  the  act  of  recognition  of  the  name  of  all  the  people  aforesaid,  most  hum- 
the  first  of  queen  Elizabeth,  chap.  3d,  and  of  bly  and  faithfully  submit  themsdves,  their  heir» 
that  of  James  the  first,  chap.  1st,  both  acts  and  pottterities  for  ever ;  and  do  faithfully  pro- 
strongly  declaratory  of  the  inheritable  nature  mise,  that  they  will  stand  to,  maintain,  and 
of  the  crown,  and  in  many  parts  they  follow,  defend  their  said  majesties,  and  also  the  limi' 
with  a  nearly  literal  precision,  the  words  and  tation  of  the  crown,  herein  specified  and  con- 
even  the  form  of  thanksgiving,  which  is  found  tained,  to  the  utmost  of  their  powers,"  &c.  &c. 
in  these  old  declaratory  statutes.  So  far  is  it  from  being  true,  that  we  acquired 

The  two  houses,  in  the  act  of  king  William,  a  right  by  the  revolution  to  elect  our  kings,  that 

did  not  thank  God  that  they  had  found  a  fair  if  we  had  possessed  it  before,  the  English 

opportunity  to  assert  a  right  to  choose  their  own  nation  did  at  that  time  most  solemnly  renounce 

govemours,  much  less  to  make  an  election  the  and  abdicate  it,  for  themselves,  and  for  all  their 

onfy  Uaqful  title  to  the  crown.    Their  having  posterity  for  ever.      These    gentlemen  may 

been  in  ccmdition  to  avoid  the  very  appearance  value  themselves  as  much  as  they  please  on 

of  it,  as  much  as  possible,  was  by  them  consi-  their  whig  principles;  but  I  never  desire  to  be 

dered  as  a  providential  escape.     They  threw  thought  a  better  whig  than  Lord  Somers ;  or  to 

a  politic,  well-wrought  veil  over  every  circum-  understand  the    principles  of  the   revolution 

stance  tending  to  weaken  the  rights,  which  in  belter  than  those  by  whom  it  was  brought 

&e  meliorated  order  of  succession  they  meant  about;  or  to  read  in  the  declaration  of  right 

to  perpetuate ;  or  which  might  furnish  a  pre-  any  mysteries  unknown  to  those  whose  pene- 

cedent  for  any  future  departure  from  what  they  trating  style  has  engraved  in  our  ordinances, 

had  then  settled  for  ever.    Accordingly,  that  and  in  our  hearts,  the  words  and  spirit  of  that 

they  might  not  relax  the  nerves  of  their  mo-  immortal  law. 

narchy,  and  that  they  might  preserve  a  close  It  is  true  that,  aided  with  the  powers  derived 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  their  ancestors,  as 

it  appear^  in  the  declaratory  statutes  of  queen  *  1st  Mary,  sess.  3.  ch.  1. 
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ftom  ferae  and  opportDDitfi  tfie  natiMi  was  at  raooesiioo  ia  our  gOTenmiNit,  with  a  power  of 

that  tune,  in  aome  aenae,  free  to  take  wtaJt  change  in  ita  application  in  cases  of  extreme 

eoorse  it  pleaaed  for  fiUmg  the  throne ;  bat  only  emergency.     Even  in  that  extremity  (if  we 

free  to  do  flo  upon  the  same  grounds  (m  whidi  take  the  measure  of  our  rights  by  our  exercise 

they  might  have  whoUy  aboUshed  theur  mo-  of  them  nt  the  revolution)  the  change  is  to  be 

narchy,  and  every  other  part  of  their  oonstilu-  confined  to  the  peccant  port  only ;  to  the  part 

ti(».    However,  diey  did  not  tkujok  such  b(^  which  (Hroduced  the  necessary  deviation ;  and 

dianges  within  their  commiaaioD.   It  is  indeed  even  then  it  is  to  be  eflfected  without  a  de- 

difficult,  perhaps  impossible^  to  give  limits  to  composition  of  the  whole  civil  and  political 

the  mere  abtlrael  comp^enoe  of  the  supreme  mass,  for  the  purpose  of  originating  a  new 

power,  such  as  was  exercised  by  parliament  at  civU  order  out  of  the  first  elements  of  so- 

that  time ;  but  the  limits  of  a  mond  oompe-  ciety. 

fence,  subjecting,  even  in  powers  more  indis-  A  state  without  the  means  of  some  change 
potably  sovereign,  occasional  will  to  p«inanent  is  without  the  means  of  its  conservation, 
reason,  uid  to  the  steady  marims  of  faith,  without  such  means  it  might  even  risk  the  loss 
justice,  and  fixed  fundamental  policy,  are  per^  of  th^  part  of  the  constitution  which  it  wished 
fectly  intelligible,  and  perfectly  binding  upon  the  most  religiously  to  preserve.  The  two 
those  who  exercise  any  authmty,  under  any  principles  of  conservation  and  correction  ope- 
name,  or  under  any  title,  in  the  state.  The  rated  strongly  at  the  two  critical  periods  of 
house  of  lords,  for  instance,  is  not  morally  the  restoration  and  revoluticn,  when  England 
competent  to  dissolve  the  house  of  commons;  found  itself  without  a  king.  At  both  these 
no,  nor  even  to  dissolve  itself,  nor  to  abdicate,  periods  the  nation  had  lost  the  bond  of  union 
if  it  would,  its  portion  in  the  legidature  of  the  in  their  ancient  edifice ;  they  did  not,  however, 
kingdom.  Though  a  king  may  abdicate  fer  dissolve  the  wliole  fabric.  On  the  contrary,  in 
his  own  person,  he  cannot  abdicate  for  the  both  cases  they  regenerated  the  deficient  part 
monarchy.  By  as  strong,  or  by  a  stronger  of  the  whole  constitution  throu^  the  pRairts 
reason,  the  house  of  commons  cannot  renounce  which  were  not  impaired.  They  kept  these 
its  share  of  authority.  The  engagement  and  old  parts  exactly  as  they  were,  that  the  part 
pact  of  society,  which  generally  goes  by  the  recovered  might  be  suited  to  them.  They 
name  of  the  constitution,  forbids  such  invasion  acted  by  the  ancient  wganized  states  in  the 
and  such  surrender.  The  constituent  parts  shape  of  their  old  organization,  and  not  by  the 
of  a  state  are  obliged  to  hold  their  public  faith  <H'gaoic  TmdeeukB  of  a  disbanded  people.  At 
with  each  other,  and  with  all  those  who  dorive  no  time,  perhaps,  did  the  sovereign  legislature 
any  serious  interest  under  their  engagements,  manifest  a  more  tender  regard  to  that  funda- 
as  much  as  the  whole  state  is  bound  to  keep  its  mental  principle  of  British  constitutitmal  poli- 
faith  with  separate  communities.  Otherwise  cy,  than  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  when  it 
competence  and  power  would  soon  be  confoun-  deviated  from  the  direct  line  of  hereditary  suo- 
ded,  and  no  law  be  lefl  but  the  will  of  a  pre*  cession.  The  crown  was  carried  somewhat 
vailing  force.  On  this  principle  the  succes-  out  of  the  line  in  which  it  had  before  moved ; 
sion  <^  the  crown  has  always  been  what  it  now  but  the  new  line  was  derived  from  the  same 
is,  an  hereditary  succession  by  law :  in  the  old  stock.  It  was  still  a  line  of  hereditary  descent ; 
line  it  was  a  succession  by  the  common  law ;  still  an  hereditary  descent  in  the  same  blood, 
in  the  new  by  the  statute  law,  operating  on  the  though  an  hereditary  descent  qualified  with  pro- 
principles  of  the  common  law,  not  changing  testantism.  When  the  legislature  altered  the 
the  substance,  but  regulating  the  mode,  and  direction,  but  kept  the  principle,  they  shewed 
describing  the  persons.  Both  these  descrip-  that  they  held  it  inviolable, 
tions  of  law  are  of  the  same  fcnrce,  and  are  On  this  principle,  the  law  of  inheritance  had 
derived  from  an  equal  authori^,  emanating  admitted  somo  amendment  in  the  old  time, 
from  the  common  agreement  and  original  conn  and  long  before  the  sera  of  the  revolution, 
pact  of  the  state,  oammuni  apontione  reipiMiaBf  Some  time  after  the  conquest  great  questicms 
and  as  such  are  equally  binding  aa  king,  and  arose  upon  the  legal  principles  of  hereditary 
people  too,  as  long  as  the  terms  are  observed,  descent.  It  became  a  matter  of  doubt,  whe- 
and  they  continue  the  same  body  politic.  ther  the  heir  per  capita  or  the  heir  per  sHrpm 
It  is  far  from  impossible  to  reconcile,  if  we  was  to  succeed ;  but  whether  the  heir  per  oa* 
do  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  entangled  in  the  jDtta  gave  way  when  the  heirdom  per  stirpes  took 
mazes  of  nietaphysic  sophistry,  the  use  both  place,  or  the  catholic  heir  when  the  protestant 
of  a  fixed  rule  and  an  occasional  deviation ;  was  preferred,  the  inheritable  principle  sur- 
the  sata^neas  of  an  hereditary  principle  of  vived  with  a  sort  of  immortality  through  all 
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transmigratiCTM  ■  muUoaqtu  per  armoa  alat  far'  crown ;  alid  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Brunih 

tuna  domua  et  cnn  numerantitr  avorum.    This  wick  came  to  the  inheritance  of  the  crown,  not 

is  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  not  only  in  its  by  election,  but  by  the  law,  as  it  stood  at  their 

settled  course,  but  in  all  its  revolutions.   Who-  several  accessions  of  Protestant  descent  and 

ever  came  in,  or  however  he  came  in,  whether  inheritance,  as  I  hope  I  have  shewn  suffi- 

he  obtained  the  crown  by  law,  or  by  force,  the  ciently. 

hereditary  succession  was  either  continued  or  The  law  by  which  this  royal  family  is  spe- 
adopted.  cifically  destined  to  the  succession,  is  the  act 
The  gentlemen  of  the  society  for  revolutions  of  the  I2th  and  13th  of  King  William.  The 
tee  nothing  in  that  of  1688  but  the  deviation  terms  of  this  act  bind  "  us  and  our  heir*,  and 
from  the  constitution;  and  they  take  the  devia-  our  posterity,  to  them,  their  heirs,  and  their 
ticHi  from  the  principle  for  the  principle.  They  posterity,"  being  Protestants,  to  the  end  of 
have  little  regard  to  the  obvious  consequences  time,  in  the  same  words  as  the  declaration  of 
of  their  doctrine,  though  they  may  see,  that  it  right  had  bound  us  to  the  heirs  of  King  Wil> 
leaves  positive  authority  in  very  few  of  the  po-  Ham  and  Clueen  Mary.  It  therefore  secures 
sitive  institutions  of  this  country.  When  such  both  an  hereditary  crown  and  an  hereditary 
an  unwarrantable  maxim  is  once  established,  allegiance.  On  what  ground,  except  the  con- 
that  no  throne  is  lawful  but  the  elective,  no  stitutional  policy  of  forming  an  establishment 
one  act  of  the  princes  who  preceded  this  aera  to  secure  that  kind  of  succession  which  is  to 
of  fictitious  election  can  be  valid.  Do  these  preclude  a  choice  of  the  people  for  ever, 
theorists  mean  to  imitate  some  of  their  pre-  could  the  legislature  have  fastidiously  rejected 
decessors,  who  dragged  the  bodies  of  our  an-  the  fair  and  abundant  choice  which  our  own 
cient  sovereigns  out  of  the  quiet  of  their  country  presented  to  them,  and  searched  ia 
tombs?  Do  they  mean  to  attaint  and  disable  strange  lands  for  a  foreign  princess,  from  whoso 
backwards  all  the  kings  that  have  reigned  be-  womb  the  line  of  our  future  rulers  were  to 
fore  the  revolution,  and  consequently  to  stain  derive  their  title  to  govern  millions  of  mea 
the  throne  of  England  with  the  blot  of  a  con-  through  a  series  of  ages  ? 
tinual  usurpation  ?  Do  they  mean  to  invali-  The  Princess  Sophia  was  named  in  the  act 
date,  annul,  or  to  call  into  question,  together  of  settlement  of  the  12lh  and  the  13th  of  King 
with  the  titles  of  the  whole  line  of  our  kings,  William,  for  a  stocfc  and  root  of  inheritancs  to 
that  great  body  of  our  statute  law  which  passed  our  kings,  and  not  for  her  merits  as  a  tempo- 
under  those  whom  they  treat  as  usurpers?  to  rary  administratrix  of  a  power,  which  she 
annul  laws  of  inestimable  value  to  our  liberties  might  not,  and  in  fact  did  not,  herself  ever 
—of  as  great  value  at  least  as  any  which  have  exercise.  She  was  adopted  for  one  reason, 
passed  at  or  since  the  period  of  the  revolution?  and  for  one  only,  because,  says  the  act,  "  the 
If  kings  who  did  not  owe  their  crown  to  the  most  excellent  Princess  Sophia,  Electress  and 
choice  of  their  people,  had  no  title  to  make  Dutchess  Dowager  of  Hanover,  is  daughter 
laws,  what  will  become  of  the  statute  de  talla^  of  the  most  excellent  Princess  Elizabeth,  late 
gio  rum  eoncedendo?  of  the  petition  of  right?  Glueen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of  our  late  sowe- 
of  the  act  of  habeas  corpus  ?  Do  these  new  reign  Lard  King  James  the  First,  of  happy 
doctors  of  the  rights  of  men  presume  to  assert,  memory,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the 
that  King  James  the  second,  who  came  to  the  next  in  succesmn  in  the  Protcstemt  line,"  &c. 
crown  as  next  of  blood,  according  to  the  rules  &c. ;  "  and  the  crown  shall  continue  to  the 
of  a  then  unqualified  succession,  was  not  heirs  of  her  body,  being  Prostestants."  This 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  lawful  king  of  limitation  was  made  by  parliament,  that  through 
England,  before  he  had  done  any  of  those  acts  the  Princess  Sophia  an  inheritable  line,  not 
which  were  justly  construed  into  an  abdication  only  was  to  be  continued  in  future,  but  (what 
of  his  crown?  If  he  was  not,  much  trouble  in  they  thought  very  materia!)  that  through  her 
parliament  might  have  been  saved  at  the  it  was  to  be  connected  with  the  old  stock  of 
period  these  gentlemen  commemorate.  But  inheritance  in  King  James  the  First;  in  order 
King  James  was  a  bad  king  with  a  good  title,  that  the  monarchy  miaht  preserve  an  unbroken 
and  not  an  usurper.  The  princes  who  sue-  unity  through  all  ages,  and  might  be  preserved 
ceeded  according  to  the  act  of  parliament  (with  safely  to  our  religion)  in  the  old  ap* 
which  scaled  the  crown  on  the  electress  So-  proved  mode  by  descent,  in  which,  if  our 
phia  and  on  her  descendants,  being  Protes-  liberties  had  been  once  endangered,  they  had 
tints,  came  in  as  much  by  a  title  of  inheritance  often,  through  all  storms  and  struggles  of  pre- 
ss King  James  did.  He  came  in  according  to  rogative  and  privilege,  been  preserved.  They 
the  law,  as  it  stood  at  bis  accession  to  the  did  well.  No  experience  has  taught  us^lbal 
Vol.  I.— 30 
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in  any  other  course  or  method  than  that  of  an  mocestioo  of  their  crown  aa  among  dmr 
kBrtdkary  cnum^  our  liberties  can  be  regularly  rights,  not  as  among  their  wrongs ;  as  a  beo»> 
perpetuated  and  preserved  sacred  as  our  Acre-  fit,  not  as  a  grievance ;  as  a  securi^  for  their 
dUary  right.  An  irregular,  convulsive  move-  liberty,  not  as  a  bodge  of  servitude.  Thsf 
ment  may  be  necessary  to  throw  off  an  irregii-  loook  on  the  firame  of  their  commonweslthi 
lar,  convukive  disease.  But  the  course  of  sucA  as  k  aiandtf  to  be  of  inestimable  value; 
■uccession  is  the  healthy  habit  of  the  British  and  they  ccmceive  the  undisturbed  suocesnoa 
constitution.  Was  it  that  the  legislature  wan-  of  the  crown  to  be  a  pledge  of  the  stability  and 
ted,  at  the  act  for  the  limitation  of  the  crown  perpetuity  of  all  the  other  members  of  our  cod* 
in  the  Hanoverian  line,  drawn  through  the     atitution. 

female  descendants  of  James  the  First,  a  due         I  shall  beg  leave,  before  I  go  any  further,  ts 
■eose  of  the  inconveniences  of  having  two  or     take  notice  of  some  paltry  artifices,  which  the 
diree,  or  possibly  more  foreigners  in  succession     abetters  of  election,  as  the  only  lawful  title  t« 
to  the  British  throne  ?    No ! — they  had  a  due     the  crown,  are  ready  to  employ,  in  order  to 
■ense  of  the  evils  which  might  happen  from  such     render  the  support  of  the  just  princi|4es  of  oar 
ibreign  rule,  and  more  than  a  due  sense  of  them,     constitution  a  task  somewhat  invidious.  These 
But  a  more  decisive  proof  cannot  be  given  of     sophisters  substitute   a  fictitious  cause,  and 
tile  full  conviction  of  the  British  nation,  that     feigned  personages,  in  whose  favour  they  siqh 
the  principles  of  the  revolution  did  not  autho-     pose  you  engaged,  whenever  you  defend  the 
rize  them  to  elect  kings  at  their  pleasure,  and     inheritable  nature  of  the  crown.    It  is  oom- 
without  ai^  attention  to  the  ancient  funda-     mon  with  them  to  dispute  as  if  they  were  in  a 
mental  principles  of  our  government,  than  their     conflict  with  some  oi  those  exploded  &oaties 
continuing  to  adopt  a  plan  of  hereditary  Pro-     of  slavery,  who  formerly  maintained,  what  I 
t4Bstant  succession  in  the  old  line,  with  all  the     believe  no  creature  now  maintains,  "  that  the 
clangers  and  all  the  inconveniences  of  its  being     crown  is  held  by  divine,  hereditary,  and  inde* 
a  foreign  line  full  before  their  eyes,  and  <^-     feasible  right.'' — These  old  fimatics  of  single 
rating  with  the  utmost  force  upon  their  minds,     arbitrary  power  dogmatized  as  if  hereditary 
A  few  years  ago  I  shouM  be  ashamed  to     royalty  was  the  only  lawful  government  in  the 
overload  a  matter,  so  capable  c^  supporting     world,  just  as  our  new  fanatics  of  popular 
itself,  by  the  then  unnecessary  support  of  any     arbitrary  power,  maintain  that  a  popular  eleo> 
argument;  but  this  seditious,  unconstitutionaJ     tion  is  the  sole  lawful  source  of  authority, 
doctrine  is  now  publicly,  taught,  avowed,  and     The  old  prerogative  enthusiasts,  it  is  true,  did 
printed.    The  dislike  I  feel  to  revolutions,  the     speculate  foolishly,  and  perhi^  in^iiously  too, 
■ignals  for  which  have  so  oflen  been  given     as  if  monarchy  had  more  of  a  divine  sanctioo 
fiY>ni  pulpits ;  the  spirit  of  change  that  is  gone     than  any  other  mode  of  government ;  and  as 
abroad ;   the  total  contempt  which  prevails     if  a  right  to  govern  by  inheritance  w«e  io 
with  you,  and  may  come  to  prevail  with  us,     strictness  indtfeasible  in  every  person,  who 
of  all  ancient  instituticxis,  when  set  in  opposi-     shoukl  be  found  in  the  succession  to  a  throne, 
tion  to  a  present  sense  of  convenience,  or  to     and  under  every  circmnstance,  which  no  civil 
the  bent  of  a  present  inclination :  all  these     or  political  right  can  be.    But  an  absurd  opi- 
considerations  make  it  not  unadvisable,  in  my     nion  concerning  the  king's  hereditary  right  to 
opinion,  to  call  back  our  attention  to  the  true     the  crown  does  not  prejudice  one  that  is  n* 
principles  of  our  own  domestic  laws;  that  you,     tional,  and  bottomed  upon  solid  principles  of 
my  French  friend,  should  begin  to  know,  and     law  and  policy.    If  all  the  absurd  theories  of 
that  we  should  continue  to  cherish  them.    We     lawyers  and  divines  were  to  vitiate  the  okiyects 
ought  not,  on  either  side  of  the  water,  to  suffer     in  which  they  are  conversant,  we  shouki  haw 
ourselves  to  be  imposed  upon  by  the  counter^     no  law,  and  no  religion,  lefl  in  the  workL    But 
feit  wares  which  some  persons,  by  a  double     an  absurd  theory  on  one  side  of  a  question 
firaud,  export  to  you  in  illicit  bottoms,  as  raw     forms  no  justification  for  alleging  a  fiilse  hct, 
commodities  of  British  growth,  though  wholly    or  promulgating  mischievous  tn«Tii.^«  qq  the 
alien  to  our  soil,  in  order  aflerwards  to  smug^     other. 

^e  them  back  again  into  thb  country,  manu-  The  second  claim  of  the  revolution  society 
fcctured  afler  the  newest  Paris  fashion  of  an  is  "  a  right  of  cashiering  their  govemoois  for 
improved  liberty.  niiaconduet,"    Perhaps  the  apprehensioos  our 

The  people  of  England  will  not  ape  the  ancestors  entertained  of  forming  such  a  pieoe* 
iaduons  they  have  never  tried :  nor  go  back  to  dent  as  that  "  of  cashiering  for  misconduct," 
tlwse  which  they  have  found  mischievous  on  was  the  cause  that  the  dedaratian  of  the  act 
^mL    They  k>ok  upon  the  bgal  hereditary    which  implied  the  abdication  of  Kii^  James, 
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I,  if  it  had  any  fault,  rather  too  guarded,  kingdom.  In  the  next  great  constitutional 
and  too  circumstantial.*  But  aU  this  guard,  act,  that  of  the  12th  and  ISth  of  KingWilliami 
and  all  this  accumulation  of  circumstances,  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  crown,  and  6ef- 
fwnres  to  shew  the  spirit  of  caution  which  fer  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
predominated  in  the  national  councils,  in  a  ject,  they  provided,"  that  no  pardon  under  the 
situation  in  which  men  irritated  by  oppression,  great  seal  of  England  should  be  pleadable  to  an 
and  elevated  by  a  triumph  over  it,  are  apt  to  impeachment  by  the  commons  in  parliament.'' 
abandon  themselves  to  violent  and  extreme  The  rule  laid  down  (or  govemmmit  in  tho 
courses:  it  shews  tlie  anxiety  d* the  great  men  declaration  of  right,  the  constant  inspection 
who  influenced  the  conduct  of  affairs  at  that  of  parliament,  the  practical  claim  of  impeach- 
great  event,  to  make  the  revolution  a  parent  of  ment,  they  thought  infinitely  a  better  security 
■ettleroent,  and  not  a  nursery  of  future  revo-  not  only  for  their  constitutional  liberty,  but 
lations.  against  the  vices  of  administration,  than  tho 

No  govemmmit  could  stand  a  moment,  if  it  reservation  c£  a  right  so  difl!cult  in  the  prao- 

oould  be  blown  down  with  any  thing  so  loose  tice,  so  uncertain  in  the  issue,  and  often  so 

and  indefinite  as  an  opinion  of  "  miaoondwa.**  mischievous  in  the  consequences,  as  that  of 

They  who  led  at  the  revolution,  grounded  their  "  cashiering  their  govemours." 

▼irtiul  abdication  of  King  James  upon  no  such  Dr.  Price  in  this  sermon,*  condemns  very 

light  and  uncertain  principle.    They  charged  properly  the  practice  of  gross,  adulatory  ad- 

him  with  nothing  less  than  a  design,  confirmed  dresses  to  kings.  Instead  of  this  fulsome  style  j 

by  a  mtdtitude  of  illegal  overt  acts,  to  subvert  he  proposes  that  his  ma  jeaty  shogld  ha  told, 

the  Protestant  church  and  state  and  their  Jun-  occasions  of  congratq|at,^on  j  that  <^  he  is  to  C( 

damentalf  unquestionable  laws  and  liberties :  sider  himself  as  more  properly  the  servant  thanlj 

they  charged  him  with  having  broken  the  ori-  the  sovereign  of  hi^  people."    For  a  compli- 

ginial  corUrad  between  king  and  people.    This  ment,  this  new  form  of  address  does  not  seem 

was  more  than  miacondud.    A  grave  and  over-  to  be  very  soothing.    Those  who  are  servantSi 

ruling  necessity  obliged  them  to  take  the  step  in  name,  as  well  as  in  effect,  do  not  like  to 

they  took,  and  took  with  infinite  reluctance,  as  be  told  of  their  situation,  their  duty,  and  their 

under  that  most  rigorous  of  all  laws.    Their  obligations.    The  slave,  in  the  old  play,  tells 

trust  (or  the  future  preservation  of  the  consti-  his  master,  "  Hoc  oommemora^  est  quaa  ex- 

tution  was  not  in  future  revolutions.     The  probatio."    It  is  not  pleasant  as  compliment; 

grand  policy  of  all  their  regulations  was  to  it  is  not  wholesome  as  instruction.    Afier  all, 

render  it  almost  impracticable  ibr  any  future  if  the  king  were  to  bring  himself  to  echo  this 

sovereign  to  compel  the  states  of  the  kingdom  new  kind  of  address,  to  adopt  it  in  terms, 

to  have  again  recourse  to  those  violent  reme-  and  even  to  take  the  appellation  of  Servant  of 

dies.    They  left  the  crown  what,  in  the  eye  the  People  as  his  royal  style,  how  either  h« 

and  estimation  of  law,  it  had  ever  been,  per-  or  we  should  be  much  mended  by  it,  I  cannot 

iectly  irresponsible.     In  order  to  lighten  the  imagine.    I  have  seen  very  assuming  letters, 

crown  still  further,  they  aggravated  responsi-  signed.  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

bility  on  ministers  of  state.    By  the  statute  of  The  proudest  domination  that  ever  was  endured 

thefirstof  King  William,  sess.  2d,  called  ^*Oie  on  earth  took  a  title  of  still  greater  humility 

act  for  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  than  that  which  is  now  proposed  for  sovereigns 

suf^eet,  and  for  settling  the  succesnon  of  the  by  the  Apostle  of  Liberty.    Kings  and  nations 

erownf**  they  enacted,  that  the  ministers  should  were  trampled  upon  by  the  foot  of  one  calling 

serve  the  crown  on  the  terms  of  that  declara-  himself ''  the  Servant  of  Servants ;"  and  man- 

tioD.     They  secured  soon  after  the  frequent  dates  for  deposing  sovereigns  were  sealed  wit|i 

meetings  of  parliament^  by  which  the  whole  the  signet  of  <*  the  Fisherman." 

government  wookl  be  under  the  constant  in-  I  should  have  considered  all  this  as  no  more 

spection  and  active  controul  of  the  popular  than  a  sort  offlippant  vain  discourse,  in  which) 

representative  and  of  the   magnates  of  the  as  in  an  unsavoury  fume,  several  persons  suffer 

the  spirit  of  liberty  to  evaporate,  if  it  were  not 

♦  "That  King  James  the  Second,  having  on.  plainly  in  support  of  the  idea,  and  a  part  of 

deavonred  to  suboert  the  constitution  of  the  the  scheme  of  "  cashiermg  kmgs  for  miscon- 

kiogdoro.  by  breaking  the  original  contract  duct."    In  that  light  it  is  worth  some  obser- 

between  king  and  people,  and  by  the  advice  of  je-  nation. 

sqUs,  and  other  wicked  persons,  having  violated  xr;««B   ;«  *v««  •««.•    ^*a.  itn^i/uiKtAiiiw  *lui 

the /uniiamento/ laws,  Ind  haiing  v>ithdrau>n  K«€«»  ">  «"«  ■w***'  "«  undoubtedly  the 
himself  out  of  the  kingdom  hath  abdicated  the 

government,  and  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant.**  *  P.  33,  38,  34. 
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tervants  of  tho  people,  because  their  power  has  josL    "  Justa  befla  quibus  neetaaariay    TIm 

DO  other  rational  end  than  that  of  the  general  question  of  dethroning,  or,  if  these  gentlemen 

advan'a?e  ;  but  il  is  not  true  that  ihcy  are,  in  like  the   phrase  belter,   **  cashiering  kings,** 

the  ordinary  sense   (by  our  constitution,  at  will  always  be,  as  it  has  always  been,  an  ex- 

least)  any  thing  like  servants;  the  essence  of  traordinary  question  of  state,  and  wholly  out 

whose  situation  is  to  obey  the  commands  of  of  the  law;  a  question  (like  all  other  questions 

•ome  other,  and  to  be  removeablc  at  pleasure,  of  state)  of  dispositions,  and  of  means,  and  of 

But  the  king  of  Great  Britain  uboys  no  other  probable  consequences,  rather  than  of  positive 

perscto ;  all  other  persons  are  inliviilually,  and  rights.      As   it   was   not   made  for   commoo 

collectively  too,  under  him,  and  owe  to  him  abuses,  so  it  is  not  to  be  agitated  by  cotnmon 

a  Ic'^al  obedience.     The  law,   which  knows  minds.     The  speculative  line  of  demarcalioo, 

neither  :o  flatter  nor  to  insult,  calls  this  hi^h  w'.icre  obedience  ought  to  end,  and  resistance 

magistrate,  not  our  servant,   as  this  humble  must  begin,  is  faint,  obscure,  and  not  easily 

Divine  calls  him,  but  '*  our  sotjereign  Lord  the  definable.     It  is  not  a  single  act,  or  a  single 

King ;"  and  we,  on  our  parts,  have  learned  to  event,   which   determines    it.      Groveraments 

■peak  only  the  primitive  language  of  the  law,  must  be  abused  and  deranged  indeed,  before  it 

and  not  the  confused  jargon  of  their  Babylo-  can  be  thought  of;    and  the  prospect  of  the 

Bian  pulpits.  future  must  be  as  bad  as  the  experience  of  the 

As  he  is  not  to  obey  us,  but  as  we  are  to  past.     When  things  are  in   that   laroentaUe 

obey  the  law  in  him,  our  constitution  has  made  condition,  the  nature  of  the  disease  is  to  indi- 

DO  sort  of  provision  towards  rendering  him,  as  cate  the  remedy  to  those  whom  nature  has 

a  servant,  in  any  de^ee  resoonsible.   Our  con-  qualified  to  administer  in  extremities  this  cri- 

■titution  knows  nothing  of  a  magistrate  like  the  tical,  ambiguous,  bitter  potion  to  a  distempered 

Jtutida  oC  Arragon ;  nor  of  any  court  legally  state.   Times  and  occasions,  and  provocations, 

appointed,  nor  of  any  process  legally  settled  will  teach  their  own  lessons.     The  wise  will 

for  submitting  tho  king  to  the  responsibility  determine  from  the  gravity  of  the  case ;  the 

belonging  to  all  servants.     In  this  he  is  not  irritable  from  sensibility  to  oppression;   the 

distinguished  from  the  commons  and  the  lords  ;  high-minded  from  disdain  and  indignation  at 

who,   in  their  several  public  capacities,  can  abusive  power  in  unworthy  hands ;  the  brave 

never  be  called  to  an  account  for  their  con-  and  bold  from  the  love  of  honourable  danger  in 

duct;  although  the  revolution  society  chooses  a  generous  cause:   but,  with  or  without  right, 

to  assert,  in  direct  opposition  to  one  of  the  a  revolution  will  be  the  very  last  resource  of 

wisest  and  most  beautiful  parts  of  our  consti-  the  thinking  and  the  good, 
tutiou,  that  ''  a  king  is  no  more  than  the  first         The  third  head  of  right,   asserted  by  the 

servant  of  the  public,  created  by  it,  and  respond  pulpit  of  the  Old  Jewry,  nam^^ly^  ^^f>  «  ri^ht  t^ 

$ible  to  it."  fnrrna    gnvftry^rppnt    for     OUrSelvC 


III  would  our  ancestors  at  the  revolution  have  least,  as  little  countenance  from  any  thing  done 
deserved  their  fame  for  wisdom,  if  they  had  at  the  revolution,  either  in  precedent  or  prin- 
fbund  no  security  for  their  freedom,  but  in  renr  ciple,  as  the  two  first  of  their  claims.  The 
dering  their  government  feeble  in  its  operations,  revolution  was  made  to  preserve  our  onoenf 
and  precarious  in  its  tenure  ;  if  they  had  been  indisputable  laws  and  liberties,  and  that  andeni 
able  to  contrive  no  belter  remedy  against  arbi-  constitution  of  government  which  is  our  wily 
trary  power  than  civil  confusion.  Let  these  security  for  law  and  liberty.  If  you  are  desi- 
gentlemen  state  who  that  representative  public  rous  of  knowing  the  spirit  of  our  constitution, 
is  to  whom  they  will  affirm  the  king,  as  a  ser-  and  the  policy  which  predominated  in  that 
vant,  to  be  responsible.  It  will  be  then  time  great  period  which  has  secured  it  to  this  hour, 
enough  for  me  to  produce  to  them  the  positive  pray  look  for  both  in  our  histories,  in  our  re- 
statute  law  which  affirms  that  he  is  not.  cords,  in  our  acts  of  parliament,  and  journals 

The  ceremony  of  cashiering  kings,  of  which  of  parliament,  and  not  in  the  sermons  of  the 

th<j?R  ggnilPinpn  tallr  Br>  tiinp|^  ^t  thpjr  ftn^gftj  Old  Jewry,  and  the  af\er-dinner  toasts  of  the 

ran  rarely,  if  ever,  be  performed  ">'*^»"*  f'^'*'*  revolution  society.      In  the  former  you  will 

It  then  boonmgfl  a  cayp  nf  wnrj  and  not  of  oohil,  find  other  ideas  and  another  language.    Such 

jtitntinn      Tiaws  are  commanded  to  hold  their  a  claim  is  as  ill-suited  to  our  temper  and  wishes 

tongues  among  arms ;  and  tribunals  fall  to  the  as  it  is  unsupported  by  any  appearance  of 

ground  with  the  peace  they  are  no  longer  able  authority.    The  very  idea  of  the  fabrication 

to  uphold.    The  revolution  of  1688  was  ob-  of  a  new  government,  is  enough  to  fill  us  widi 

tained  by  a  just  war,  in  the  only  case  in  which  disgust  and  horrour.   We  wished  at  the  period 

any  war,  and  much  more  a  civil  war,  can  be  of  the  revolution,  and  do  now  wish,  to  deriw 
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an  we  possess  as  an  inheritance  from  our  fore*  have  since  been  made  for  the  preservation  of 

fathers.    Upon  that  body  and  stock  of  inheri-  our  liberties.    In  the  1st  of  William  and  Mary, 

tance  we  have  taken  care  not  to  inoculate  any  in  the  famous  statute,  called  the  Declaration 

scion  alien  to  the  nature  of  the  original  plant,  of  Right,  the  two  houses  utter  not  a  syllable  of 

AU  the  reformations  we  have  hitherto  m£ide,  "  a  right  to  frame  a  government  for  them- 

have  proceeded  upon  the  principle  of  reference  selves."    You  will  see,  that  their  whole  care 

to  antiquity  ;  and  I  hope,  nay  I  am  persuaded,  was  to  secure  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties, 

that  all  those  which  possibly  may  be  made  that  had  been  long  possessed,  and  had  been 

hereafter,  will  be  carefully  formed  upon  analo-  lately  endangered.     "  Taking  into  their  most 

gical  precedent,  authority,  and  example.  serious  consideration  the  best  means  for  making 

Our  oldest  reformation  is  that  of  Magna  suchanestablishment,  that  their  religion,  laws, 

Charta.    You  will  see  that  Sir  Edward  Coke,  and  liberties,  might  not  be  in  danger  of  being 

that  great  oracle  of  our  law,  and  indeed  all  the  again  subverted,"*   they  auspicate  all  their 

great  men  who  follow  him,  to  Blackstone,'*'  proceedings,  by  stating  as  some  of  those  beU 

are  industrious  to  prove  the  pedigree  of  our  means,  "  in  the  first  place"  to  do  "  as  their 

liberties.    They  endeavour  to  prove,  that  the  ancestors  in  like  cases  have  usucUly  done  for 

ancient  charter,  the  Magna  Charta  of  king  vindicating  their  ancient  rights  and  liberties, 

John,  was  connected  with   another   positive  to  declare  f^ — and  then  they  pray  the  king  and 

charter  from  Henry  I.  and  that  both  the  one  queen,  "  that  it  may  be  declared  and  enacted, 

and  the  other  were  nothing  more  than  a  re-  that  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  liberties 

affirmance  of  the  still  more  ancient  standing  asserted  and  declared  are  the  true  ancient  and 

law  (^  the  kingdom.    In  the  matter  of  fact,  for  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  of  tlie  people  of 

the  greater  part,  these  authors  appear  to  be  in  this  kingdom." 

the  right ;  perhaps  not  always :  but  if  the  law-  You  will  observe,  that  from  magna  charta  to 

yers  mistake  in  some  particulars,  it  proves  my  the  declaration  of  right,  it  has  been  the  uniform 

position  still  the  more  strongly ;  because  it  policy  of  our  constitution  to  claim  and  assert 

demonstrates  the  powerful  prepossession  to-  our  liberties,  as  an  entail^  inheritance  derived 

wards  antiquity,  with  which  the  minds  of  all  our  to  us  from  our  forefathers,  and  to  be  transmitted 

lawyers  and  legislators,  and  of  all  the  people  to  our  posterity ;  as  an  estate  specially  belon- 

whom  they  wish  to  influence,  have  been  always  ging  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  without  any 

filled  ;  and  the  stationary  policy  of  this  king-  reference  whatever  to  any  other  more  general 

dom  in  considering  their  most  sacred  rights  or  prior  right.    By  this  means  our  constitution 

and  franchises  as  an  inheritance.  preserves  an  unity  in  so  great  a  diversity  of 

In  the  famous  law  of  the  3d  of  Charles  I.  its  parts.     We  have  an  inheritable  crown ;  an 

called   the  Petition  of  Right,  the  parliament  inheritable  peerage;  and  a  house  of  commons 

says  to  the  king,  "  Your  subjects  have  inherited  and  a  people  inheriting  privileges,  franchises, 

this  freedom,"  claiming  their  franchises  not  and  liberties,  from  a  long  line  oif  ancestors. 

on  abstract  principles  "as  the  rights  of  men,"  The  policy  appears  tome  to  be  the  result  of 

but  as  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  as  a  pa-  profound  reflection  ;  or  rather  the  happy  effect 

trimony  derived  from  their  forefathers.  Selden,  of  following  nature,  which  is  wisdom  without 

and  the  other  profoundly  learned   men,  who  reflection,  and  above  it.    A  spirit  of  innova- 

drew  this  petition  of  right,  were  as  well  ac-  tion  is  generally  the  result  of  a  selfish  temper 

quainted,  at  least,  with  all  the  general  theories  and  confined  views.    People  will  not  look  for- 

conceming  the  "  rights  of  men,"  as  any  of  the  ward  to  posterity,  who  never  look  backward  to 

discourses  in  our  pulpits,  or  on  your  tribune;  their  ancestors.    Besides,  the  people  of  Eng- 

fuU  as  well  as  Dr.  Price,  or  as  the  Abbe  Sieyes.  land  well  know,  that  the  idea  of  inheritance 

But,  for  reasons  worthy  of  that  practical  wis-  furnishes  a  sure  principle  of  conservation,  and 

dom  which  superseded  their  theoretic  science,  a  sure  principle  of  transmission ;  without  at 

they  preferred  this  positive,  recorded,  hereditary  all  excluding  a  principle  of  improvement.    It 

title  to  all  which  can  be  dear  to  the  man  and  leaves  acquisition  free ;  but  it  secures  what  it 

the  citizen,  to  that  vague  speculative  right,  acquires.     Whatever  advantages  are  obtained 

which  exposed  their  sure   inheritance  to  be  by  a  state  proceeding  on  these  maxims,  are 

■crambled  for  and  torn  to  pieces  by  every  wild  locked  fast  as  in  a  sort  of  family  settlement ; 

litigious  spirit.  grasped  as  in  a  kind  of  mortmain  for  ever.   By 

The  same  policy  pervades  all  the  laws  which  a  constitutional  policy,  working  after  the  pat- 
tern of  nature,  we  receive,  we  hold,  we  transmit 

*  See  Blackstone^s  Magna  Charta,  printed  at 

Oxford.  l7o9.  ♦  1  W.  and  M. 
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gorenunent  and  our  pririieges,  in  the  same  a^ ;  and  on  aoooont  of  diose  finom  whom  dwy 
manner  in  which  we  tnpy  and  transmit  our  are  descended.  All  joar  aophisten  canoot 
property  and  our  lives.  The  institutions  of  produce  any  thing  better  adapted  to  presenre  a 
policT,  the  foods  of  fortune,  the  gifts  of  Provi-  rational  and  manly  freedom  than  the  course  that 
dence,  are  handed  dova,  to  us  and  froai  us,  we  hare  pursued,  who  have  chosen  our  natm 
in  the  saioe  course  and  order.  Our  political  rather  than  our  speculations,  our  breasts  rather 
■ystero  is  placed  in  a  just  correspondence  and  than  our  inventions,  ibr  the  great cooaenratoriet 
symmetry  with  the  order  of  the  world,  and  with  and  magazines  of  our  rights  and  privileges, 
the  mode  of  existence  decreed  to  a  permanent  You  might,  if  you  pleased,  have  profited  of 
body  composed  of  transitory  parts ;  wherein,  our  examfde,  and  have  given  to  your  recovered 
by  the  disposition  of  a  stupendous  wisdom,  freedom  a  correspondent  dignity.  Your  privi- 
moukling  lo^eiher  the  great  mysterious  incor-  leges,  though  discontinued,  were  not  lost  to 
poratioo  of  the  human  race,  tlie  whole,  at  one  memory.  Your  constitution,  it  is  true,  whilst 
time,  is  never  old,  or  middle-aged,  or  young,  you  were  out  of  possession,  miffered  waste  and 
but  in  a  condition  of  unchangeable  constancy,  dilapidation ;  but  you  possessed  in  some  parti 
moves  on  through  the  varied  tenour  of  perpetual  the  walls,  and  in  all  the  foundations  of  a  noble 
decay, &I1,  renovation,  and  progression.  Thus,  and  venerable  castle.  You  might  have  re- 
by  preserving  the  method  of  nature  in  the  con-  paired  those  walls ;  you  might  have  built  on 
duct  of  the  state,  in  what  we  improve  we  are  those  old  fountlations.  Your  constitution  was 
never  wholly  new ;  in  what  we  retain,  we  are  8u^>ended  before  it  was  perfected ;  but  you  had 
never  wholly  obsolete.  By  adhering  in  this  the  elements  c£  a  constitution  very  nearly  as 
manner  and  on  those  principles  to  our  forela-  good  as  could  be  wi^ed.  In  yoor  old  states 
tbers,  we  are  guided  not  by  the  superstition  of  you  possessed  that  varie^  of  parts  correspoo- 
antiquarians,  but  by  the  spirit  of  philosophic  ding  with  the  various  descnptioos  ofvduch  your 
analogy.  In  this  choice  of  inheritance  we  have  community  was  happily  composed ;  you  had 
given  to  our  frame  of  polity  the  image  of  a  re-  all  that  combination,  and  all  that  oppositioD  of 
lation  in  blood ;  binding  up  the  constitution  of  interests,  you  had  that  action  and  ooimteractioQ 
our  country  with  our  dearest  domestic  ties ;  which,  in  the  natural  and  in  the  political  world, 
adopting  our  fundamental  laws  into  the  bosom  from  the  reciprocal  struggle  of  discordant 
of  our  family  affections ;  keeping  inseparable,  powers,  draws  out  the  harmony  of  the  imiverse. 
and  cherishing  with  the  warmth  of  all  their  These  opposed  and  conflicting  interests,  which 
combined  and  mutually  reflected  charities,  our  you  considered  as  so  great  a  blemish  in  your 
■tate,our  hearths,  our  sepulchres,  and  our  altars,  old  and  in  our  present  constitution,  interpose  a 
Through  the  same  plan  of  a  conformity  to  salutary  check  to  all  precipitate  resolutioos. 
nature  in  our  artificial  institutions,  and  by  They  render  deliberati(»i  a  matter  not  of chmce, 
calling  in  the  aid  of  her  unerring  and  powerful  but  of  necessity ;  they  make  all  diange  a  sub- 
instincts,  to  fortify  the  fallible  and  feeble  c(x>-  ject  of  coa^promm,  which  naturally  begets 
trivances  of  our  reason,  we  have  derived  sev^  moderation;  they  produce  lentperamenls,  pre- 
nl  other,  and  those  no  small  benefits,  from  venting  the  sore  evil  of  harsh,  crude,  unqualified 
considering  our  liberties  in  the  light  of  an  inhe-  reformations;  and  rendering  all  the  headkxig 
ritance.  Always  acting  as  if  in  the  presence  exertions  of  arbitrary  power,  in  the  few  or  in 
of  canonized  forefathers,  the  s^nrit  of  freedom,  the  many,  for  ever  impracticable.  Through 
leading  in  itself  to  misrule  and  excess,  is  tern-  that  diversity  of  members  and  interests,  general 

gered  with  an  awful  gravity.    This  idea  of  a  liberty  had  as  many  securities  as  there  were 

beral  descent  inspires  us  with  a  sense  of  ha-  separate  views  in  the  several  orders ;  whilst, 

bitual  native  dignity,  which  prevents  that  up-  by  pressing  down  the  whole  by  the  weight  of 

ftart  insolence  almost  inevitably  adhering  to  a  real  monarchy,  the  separate  parts  would  have 

and  disgracing  those  who  are  the  first  acqui-  been  prevented  from  warping  and  starting  froiB 

rers  of  any  distinction.     By  this  means  our  their  allotted  places. 

liberty  becomes  a  noble  freedom.    It  carries  You  had  all  these  advantages  in  yoor  ancient 

an  imposing  and  majestic  aspect.    It  has  a  states ;  but  you  chose  to  act  as  if  you  had 

pedigree  and  illustrating  ancestors.     It  has  never  been  moulded  into  curil  socie^,  and  had 

its  bearings  and  its  ensigns  armorial.    It  has  every  thing  to  begin  anew.    You  began  ill| 

its  gallery  of  portraits ;   its  monumental  in-  because  you  began  by  despising  everv  thing 

■criptions ;  its  records,  evidences,  and  titles,  that  bebnged  to  you.    You  set  t^  yoiur  trade 

Wo  procure  reverence  to  our  civil  institutions  without  a  capital.    If  the  last  generations  of 

on  the  principle  upon  which  nature  teaches  us  your  country  appeared  without  mudi  lustre  to 

to  rovoro  individual  men ;  on  account  of  their  your  eyei,  you  might  have  paaied  them  hft 
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and  derived  your  claims  from  a  more  early  to  overlay  it;  you  would  hare  had  a  liberal  order 

race  of  ancestors.    Under  a  pious  predilection  of  commons,  to  emulate  and  to  reoruit  that 

lor  those  ancestors,  your  imaginations  would  nobility  ;  you   would  have  had  a  protected, 

have  realized  in  them  a  standard  of  virtue  and  satisfied,  laborious,  and  obedient  people,  taught 

wisdom,  beyond  the  vulgar  practice  of  the  to  seek  and  to  recognize  the  happiness  that  is 

hour:  and  you  would  have  risen  with  the  to  be  found   by  virtue   in  all  conditions;  in 

exan^ile   to   whose    imitation   you   aspired,  which  consists  the  true  moral  equality  of  man* 

Respecting  your  forefathers,  you  would  have  kind,  and  not  in  that  monstrous  fiction,  which, 

been    tau^t   to   respect  yourselves.      Tou  by  inspiring  false  ideas  and  vain  expectations 

would  not  have  chosen  to  consider  the  French  into  men  destined  to  travel  in  the  obscure  walk 

as  a  people  of  yesterday,  as  a  nation  of  low-  of  laborious  life,  serves  only  to  aggravate  and 

bom  servile  wretches  until  the  emancipating  imbitter  that  real  inequality,  which  it  never 

year  of  1789.    In  order  to  furnish,  at  the  can  remove ;  and  which  the  order  of  civil  life 

expense  of  your  honour,   an  excuse  to  your  establishes  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  those 

apologists  here  for  several  enormities  of  yours, '  whom  it  must  leave  in  an  humble  state,  as 

you  would  not  have  been  content  to  be  repre-  those  whom  it  is  able  to  exalt  to  a  condition 

sented  as  a  gang  of  Maroon  slaves,  suddenly  more  splendid,  but  not  more  happy.    You  had 

broke  loose  from  the  house  of  bondage,  and  a  smooth  and  easy  career  of  felicity  and  gk>ry 

therefore  to  be  pardoned  for  your  abuse  of  the  laid  open  to  you,  beyond  any  thing  recorded  in 

liberty  to  which  you  were  not  accustomed,  and  the  history  of  the  world ;  but  you  have  shewn 

were  ill  fitted.      Would  it  not,  my   worthy  that  difficulty  is  good  for  man. 

friend,  have  been  wiser  to  have  you  thought,  Compute  your  gains :  see  what  is  got  by 

what  I,  for  one,  alwajrs  thought  you,  a  gene-  those  extravagant  and  presumptuous  specula" 

reus  and  gallant  nation,  long  misled  to  your  tions  which  have  taught  your  leaders  to  despise 

disadvantage  by  your  hi^  and  romantic  senti-  all  their  predecessors,  wad  all  their  contempO* 

raents  of  fiidelity,  honour,  and  loyalty ;   that  raries,  and  even  to  despise  themselves,  untU 

events  had  been  unfavourable  to  you,  but  that  the  moment  in  which  they  became  truly  des- 

you  were  not  enslaved  through  any  illiberal  or  picable.      By   following   those  false   lights^ 

servile  disposition ;  that  in  your  most  devoted  France  has  bought  undisguised  calamities  at 

submission,  you  were  actuated  by  a  principle  a  higher  price  than  any  narion  has  purchased 

of  public  spirit,  and  that  it  was  your  country  the  most  unequivocal  blessings !  France  has 

you  worshipped,  in  the  person  of  your  king?  bought   poverty  by  crime !    France   has  not 

Had  you  made  it  to  be  understood,^  that  in  £e  sacnficed  her  virtue  to  her  interest ;  but  she  has 

delusion  of  this  amiable  errour  you  had  gone  abandoned  her  interest,  that  she  might  prostitute 

further  than  your  wise  ancestors;  that  you  were  her  virtue.    All  other  nations  have  begun  the 

readved  to  resume  your  ancient  privileges,  whilst  fabric  of  a  new  government,  or  the  reformation 

you  preserved  the  spirit  of  y<Hjr  ancient  and  of  an  old,  by  establishing  originally,  or  by  en- 

your  recent  loyalty  and  honour ;  or,  if  difiident  forcing  with  greater  exactness  some  rites  or  other 

of  yourselves,  and  not  clearly  discerning  the  of  religion.  All  other  people  have  laid  the  founda- 

almost  obliterated  constitution  of  your  ances-  tions  of  civil  freedom  in  severer  manners,  and  a 

tors,  you  had  looked  to  your  neighbours  in  this  system  of  a  more  austere  and  masculine  morali-    y 

land,  who  had  kept  alive  the  ancient  principles  ty.  France,  when  she  let  loose  the  reigns  of  regal  ^X^ 

and  models  of  the  old  common  law  df  Europe,  authority,  doubled  the  licence  of  a  ferocious  dis-\X^ 

meliorated  and  adapted  to  its  present  state— -by  soluteness  in  manners,  and  of  an  insolent  irre-i/^ 

following  wise  examples  you  would  have  given  ligion   in   opinions    and   practices ;  and  has 

new  examples  of  wisdom  to  the  world.    You  extended  through  all  ranks  of  life,  as  if  she 

would  have   rendered  the  cause    of  liberty  were  communicating  some  privilege,  or  laying*^ 

venerable  in  the  eyes  of  every  worthy  mind  in  open  some  secluded  benefit,  all  the  unhappy^ 

every  nation.    You  would  have  shamed  des-  corruptions  that  usually  were  the  disease  df  "^  / 

potism  fi-om  the  earth,  by  shewing  that  free-  wealth  and  power.    This  is  one  of  the  new  / 

dom  vna  not  only  reconcileable,  but  as,  when  principles  of  equality  in  France.  • 

well  disciplined,  it  is,  aiwiliary  to  law.    You  France,  by  the  perfidy  of  her  leaders,  haa 

would  have  had  an  unoppressive  but  a  produc-  utterly  disgraced  the  tone  of  lenient  council  in 

tivo  revenue.  You  would  have  had  a  flourishing  the  cabinets  of  princes,  and  disarmed  it  of  its 

commerce  to  feed  it.  Youwcnjldhavehad  afree  most  potent   topics.    She  has  sanctified  the 

eoDstitution ;  a  potent  monarchy;  a  disciplined  dark  suspicious  maxims  of  tyrannous  distrust ; 

anny ;  a  refoinn^  and  venerated  clergy ;  a  miti-  and  taught  kings  to  tremble  at  (what  will  here- 

fatedbatspiritednobility,toleadyourvirtue,not  after  be  called)  die  delusive  pAusibilitiet,  of 
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moral  politicians.  Sovereigns  will  consider  rate  struggle  of  determined  patriots,  oompeQed 
those  who  advice  them  to  place  an  unlimited  to  wade  through  blood  and  tumult,  to  the  quiet 
confidence  in  ihcir  people,  as  subvertcrs  of  shore  of  a  tranquil  and  prosperous  liberty  1 
their  thrones  ;  as  traitors  who  aim  at  theii  No!  nothing  like  it.  The  fresh  ruins  of 
destruction,  by  leading  their  easy  pood-nature,  France,  which  shock  our  feelings  wherever 
under  specious  pretences,  to  admit  combina*  we  can  turn  our  eyes,  are  not  the  devastatioo 
tionsof  bold  und  faithless  men  into  a  participa  of  civil  war;  they  are  the  sad  but  instructive 
tion  of  tlieir  power.  This  alone  (if  there  were  monuments  of  rash  and  ignorant  counsd  in 
nothing  else)  is  an  irreparable  calamity  to  you  time  of  profound  peace.  They  are  the  display 
and  to  mankind.  Remember  that  your  parlia-  of  inconsiderate  and  presumptuous,  because 
ment  of  Paris  told  your  king,  that  in  calling  imresisted  and  irresistible  authority.  The 
the  states  together,  he  had  nothing  to  fear  but  persons  who  have  thus  squandered  away  the 
the  prodigal  excess  of  their  real  in  providing  precious  treasure  of  their  crimes,  the  persons 
for  the  support  of  the  throne.  It  is  right  that  who  have  made  this  prodigal  and  wild  waste 
these  men  should  hide  their  heads.  It  is  right  of  public  evils  (the  last  stake  reserved  for  the 
that  they  should  bear  their  part  in  the  ruin  ultimate  ransom  of  the  state)  have  met  in 
which  tiieir  counsel  has  brought  on  tlieir  sove-  their  progress  witlv  little,  or  rather  with  no 
reign  and  their  country.  Such  sanguine  opposition  at  all.  Their  wh(Je  march  was 
declarations  tend  to  lull  authority  asleep;  to  more  like  a  triumphal  procession  than  the 
encourage  it  rashly  to  engage  in  perilous  ad-  progress  of  a  war.  Their  pioneers  have  gone 
ventures  of  untried  policy ;  to  neglect  those  before  them,  and  demolished  and  laid  every 
provisions,  preparations  and  precautions,  which  thing  level  at  their  feet.  Not  one  drop  of 
distinguish  benevolence  from  imbecility ;  and  their  blood  have  they  shed  in  the  cause  of  the 
without  which  no  man  can  answer  for  the  salu-  country  they  have  ruined.  They  have  made 
tary  effect  of  any  abstract  plan  of  government  no  sacrifice  to  their  projects  of  greater  conse- 
or  of  freedom.  For  want  of  these,  they  have  quence  than  their  shoe-buckles,  whilst  they 
seen  the  medicine  of  the  state  corrupted  into  were  imprisoning  their  king,  murdering  their 
its  poison.  They  have  seen  the  French  rebel  fellow-citizens,  and  bathing  in  tears,  and 
against  a  mild  and  lawful  monarch,  with  more  plunging  in  poverty  and  distress,  thousands  of 
fury,  outrage,  and  insult,  than  ever  any  people  has  worthy  men  and  worthy  families.  Their  cru- 
been  known  to  rise  against  the  most  illegal  usui>  elty  has  not  even  been  the  base  result  of  fear, 
per,  or  the  most  sanguinary  tyrant.  Their  re-  It  has  been  the  effect  of  their  sense  of  perfect 
sistance  was  made  to  concession ;  their  revolt  safety,  in  authorizing  treasons,  robberies, 
was  from  protection ;  their  blow  was  aimed  at  a  rapes,  assassinations,  slaughters,  and  bur- 
hand  holding  out  graces,  fa  vours,and  immunities,  nings,  throughout  their  harassed  land.    But 

This  was  unnatural.    The  rest  is  in  order,  the  cause  of  all  was  plain  from  the  beginning 

They  have  found  their  punishment  in  their  This  unforced  choice,  this  fond  election  ^ 

success.     Laws   overturned  ;   tribunals   sub-  evil,  would  appear  perfectly  unaccountable,  if 

verted;  industry  without  vigour;  commerce  we  did  not  consider  the  composition   of  the 

expiring;  the  revenue  unpaid,  yet  the  people  national  assembly:  I  do  not  mean  its  formal 

impoverished :  a  church  pillaged,  and  a  state  constitution,  which  as  it  now  stands  is  excep- 

not  relieved;  civil  and  military  anarchy  made  tionable  enough,  but  the  materials  of  which, 

the  constitution  of  the  kingdom;  everything  in  a  great  measure,  it  is  composed,  which  is 

human   and  divine  sacrificed  to  the  idol  of  of  ten  thousand    times  greater  consequence 

public  credit,  and  national  bankruptcy  the  con-  than  all  the  formalities  in  the  world.    If  we 

sequence;  and  to  crown  all,  the  paper  securi-  were  to  know  nothing  of  this  assembly  but  by 

ties  of  new,  precarious,  tottering  power,  the  its  title  and  function,  no  colours  could  paint  to 

discredited  paper  securities  of  impoverished  the  imagination  any  thing  more  venerable.   In 

fraud,  and  beggared  rapine,  held  out  as  a  cur-  that  light  the  mind  of  an  inquirer,  subdued  by 

rency  for  the  support  of  an  empire,  in  lieu  of  the  such  an  awful  image  as  that  of  the  virtue  and 

two  great  recognized  species  that  represent  the  wisdom  of  a  whole  people  collected  into  one 

lasting  conventional  credit  of  mankind,  which  focus,  would  pause  and  hesitate  in  condemn- 

disappearcd  and  hid  themselves  in  the  earth  ing  things  even  of  the  very  worst  aspect.    In- 

from  whence  they  came,  when  the  principle  of  stead  of  blameable,  they  would  appear  only 

property,  whose  creatures  and  representatives  mysterious.      But  no  name,   no  power,  no 

they  are,  was  systematically  subverted.  function,  no  artificial  institution  whatsoever, 

Were  all  these  dreadful  things  necessary  ?  can  make  the  men  of  whom  any  aystem  of 

wore  they  the  inevitable  results  of  the  despe-  authority  ia  composed,  any  other  than  God} 
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and  nature,  and  education,  and  their  habits  pf  great  departure  from  the  ancient  course.  I 
life  have  made  them.  Capacities  beyond  found  the  representation  for  the  third  estate 
these  the  people  have  not  to  give.  Virtue  composed  of  six  hundred  persons.  They 
and  wisdom  may  be  the  objects  of  their  were  equal  in  number  to  the  representatives 
choice ;  but  their  choice  confers  neither  the  of  both  the  other  orders.  If  the  orders  were 
one  nor  the  other  on  those  upon  whom  they  to  act  separately,  the  number  would  not,  be- 
lay their  ordaining  hands.  They  have  not  yond  the  consideration  of  the  expense,  be  of 
the  engagement  of  nature,  they  have  not  the  much  moment.  But  when  it  became  apparent 
promise  of  revelation  for  any  such  powers.  tliat  the  three  orders  were  to  be  melted  down 

Afler  I  had  read  over  the  list  of  the  persons  into  one,  the  policy  and  necessary  effect  of 
and  descriptions  elected  into  the  THers  JEtai,  this  numerous  representation  became  obvious, 
nothing  which  they  afterwards  did  could  ap-  A  very  small  desertion  from  either  of  the 
pear  astonishing.  Among  them,  indeed,  I  other  two  orders  must  throw  the  power  of  both 
saw  some  of  known  rank ;  some  of  shining  into  the  hands  of  the  third.  In  fact,  the 
talents ;  but  of  any  practical  experience  in  whole  power  of  the  state  was  soon  resolved 
the  state,  not  (»e  man  was  to  be  found.  The  into  that  body.  Its  due  composition  became 
best  were  only  men  of  theory.  But  whatever  therefore  of  infinitely  the  greater  importance, 
the  distinguished  few  may  have  been,  it  is  the  Judge,  Sir,  of  my  surprise,  when  I  found 
substance  and  mass  of  the  body  which  consti-  that  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  assembly 
tutes  its  character,  and  must  finally  determine  (a  majority,  I  believe,  of  the  members  who 
its  direction.  In  all  bodies,  those  who  will  attended)  was  composed  of  practitioners  in 
lead,  must  also,  in  a  considerable  degree,  fol-  the  law.  It  was  composed,  not  of  distinguish- 
low.  They  must  conform  their  propositions  ed  magistrates,  who  had  given  pledges  to 
to  the  taste,  talent,  and  disposition  of  tliose  their  country  of  their  science,  prudence,  and 
V(rhom  they  wish  to  conduct:  therefore,  if  an  integrity;  not  of  leading  advocates,  the  glory 
assembly  is  viciously  or  feebly  composed  in  a  of  the  bar ;  not  of  renowned  professors  in  uni- 
very  great  part  of  it,  nothing  but  such  a  su-  versities;  but  for  the  far  greater  part,  as  it 
preme  degree  of  virtue  as  very  rarely  appears  must  in  such  a  number,  of  the  inferiour, 
in  the  world,  and  for  that  reason  cannot  enter  unlearned,  mechanical,  merely  instrumental 
into  calculation,  will  prevent  the  men  of  members  of  the  profession.  There  were  dis- 
talents  disseminated  through  it  from  becoming  tinguished  exceptions ;  but  the  general  com- 
only  the  expert  instruments  of  absurd  projects!  position  was  of  obscure  provincial  advocates, 
If,  what  is  the  more  likely  event,  instead  of  of  stewards  of  petty  local  jurisdictions,  coun- 
that  unusual  degree  of  virtue,  they  should  be  try  attornies,  notaries,  and  the  whole  train  of 
actuated  by  sinister  ambition,  and  a  lust  of  the  ministers  of  municipal  litigation,  the  fo- 
meretricious  glory,  then  the  feeble  part  of  the  menters  and  conductors  of  the  petty  war  of 
assembly,  to  whom  at  first  they  conform,  be-  village  vexation.  From  the  moment  I  read 
comes  in  its  turn  the  dupe  and  instrument  of  the  list,  I  saw  distinctly,  and  very  nearly  as  it 
their  designs.  In  this  political  traffic  the  has  happened,  all  that  was  to  follow. 
leaders  will  be  obliged  to  bow  to  the  ignorance  The  degree  of  estimation  in  which  any  pro- 
of their  followers,  and  the  followers  to  become  fession  is  held  becomes  the  standard  of  the 
subservient  to  the  worstdesigns  of  their  leaders,  estimation  in  which  the  professors  hold  them- 

To  secure  any  degree  of  sobriety  in  the  selves.  Whatever  the  personal  merits  of 
propositions  made  by  the  leaders  in  any  public  many  individual  lawyers  might  have  been,  and 
assembly,  they  ought  to  respect,  in  some  de-  in  many  it  was  undoubtedly  very  considerable, 
gree  perhaps  to  fear,  those  whom  they  conduct,  in  that  military  kingdom  no  part  of  the  profes- 
To  be  led  any  otherwise  than  blindly,  the  fol-  sion  had  been  much  regarded,  except  the 
lowers  must  be  qualified,  if  not  for  actors,  at  highest  of  all,  who  often  united  to  their  pro- 
least  for  judges ;  they  must  also  be  judges  of  fessional  offices  great  family  splendour,  and 
natural  weight  and  authority.  Nothing  can  were  invested  with  great  power  and  authority. 
secure  a  steady  and  moderate  conduct  in  such  These  certainly  were  highly  respected,  and 
assemblies,  but  that  the  body  of  them  should  even  with  no  small  degree  of  awe.  The 
be  respectably  composed,  in  point  of  condition  next  rank  was  not  much  esteemed;  the  me* 
in  life,  of  permanent  property,  of  education,  chanical  part  was  in  a  very  low  degree  of 
and  of  such  habits  as  enlarge  and  liberalise  repute. 
the  understanding.  Whenever  the  supreme  authority  is  vested 

In  the  calling  of  the  states   general   of  in  a  body  so  composed,  it  must  evidently  pro- 

Fnncei  the  first  thing  that  struck  me,  was  a  duce  the  consequences  of  supreme  authwity 
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placed  in  the  hands  of  men  not  taught  habitth*  had  not,  any  more  than  that  of  the  law,  pos- 

ally  to  respect  themselves ;  who  had  no  pre-  sessed  in  France  its  just  estimaticHi.    Its  prth 

vious  fortune  in  character  at  stake ;  who  could  fessors,  therefore,  must  have  the  qualities  of 

not  be  expected  to  bear  with  moderation,  or  to  men  not  habituated  to  sentiments  of  dignity, 

conduct  with  discretion,  a  power,  which  they  But  supposing  they  had  ranked  as  they  oo^ 

themselves,  more  than  any  others,  must  be  to  do,  and  as  with  us  tliey  do  actually,  the 

surprised  to  find  in  their  hands.    Who  could  sides  of  sickbeds  are  not  the  academies  for 

flatter  himself  that  these  men,  suddenly,  and,  forming  statesmen  and  legislators.  Then  caim 

as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  snatched  from  the  the  detders  in  stocks  and  funds,  who  must  b« 

humblest  rank  of  subordination,  would  not  be  eager,  at  any  expense,  to  change  their  ideal 

intoxicated  with  their  unprepared  greatness  ?  paper  wealth  for  the  more  solid  substance  of 

Who  could  conceive,  that  men,  who  are  ha-  land.    To  these  were  joined  men  of  other  de> 

bitually  meddling,  daring,  subtle,  active,  of  scriptions,  from  whom  as  little  knowledge  ol 

litigious  dispositions  and  unquiet  minds,  would  or  attention  to  the  interests  of  a  great  state 

easily  fall  back  into  their  old  condition  of  was  to  be  expected,  and  as  little  regard  to  the 

obscure  contention,  and  laborious,  low,  and  stability  of  any  institution  ;  men  formed  to  be 

unprofitable  chicane  ?    Who  could  doubt  but  instruments  not  controuls.   Such  in  general  was 

that,  at  any  expense  to  the  state,  of  which  the  composition  of  the  IHers  Etat  in  the  na- 

they  understood  nothing,  they  must  pursue  ivxaX  assembly ;  in  which  was  scarcely  to  be 

their  private  interests,  which  they  understood  perceived  the  slightest  traces  of  what  we  call 

but  too  well  ?    It  was  not  an  event  depending  the  natural  landed  interest  of  the  countiy. 

on  chance  or  contingency.     It  was  inevitable ;  We  know  that  tlie  British  house  of  commons, 

it  was  necessary ;  it  was  planted  in  the  nature  without  shutting  its  doors  to  any  merit  in  any 

of  things.    They  must  join  (if  their  capacity  class,  is,  by  the  sure  operation  of  adequate 

did  not  permit  them  to  lead)  in  any  project  causes,  filled  with  every  thing  illustrioos  in 

which  could  procure  to  them  a  litigious  consti-  rank,  in  descent,  in  hereditary  and  in  acquired 

tuHon;  which  could  lay  open  to  them  those  opulence,  in  cultivated  talents,  in  military, 

innumerable  lucrative  jobs  which  follow  in  the  civil,  naval,  and  politic  distinction,  that  the 

train  of  all  great  convulsions  and  revolutions  country  can  afford.  But  supposing,  what  hardly 

in  the  state,  and  particularly  in  ail  great  and  can  be  supposed  as  a  case,  that  the  house  of 

violent  permutations  of  property.    Was  it  to  commcms  should   be  composed  in  the  same 

be  expected  that  they  would  attend  to  the  sta-  manner  with  the  THers  Etat  in  France,  would 

bility  of  property,  whose  existence  had  always  this  dominion  of  chicane  be  borne  with  pt- 

depended  upon   whatever  rendered  property  tience,  or  even  conceived   without  hcMTOor? 

questionable,' ambiguous,  and  insecure  ?  Their  God  forbid  I  should  insinuate  anything  d«t)g»- 

objects  would  be  enlarged  with  their  elevation,  tory  to  that  profession,  which  is  another  priest* 

but  their  disposition  and  habits,  and  mode  of  hood,  administering  the  rights  of  sacred  jo^ 

accomplishing  their  designs,  must  remain  the  tice.    But  whilst  I  revere  men  in  the  fimctiooi 

same.  which  belong  to  them,  and  would  do,  as  nHich 

Well !  but  these  men  were  to  be  tempered  as  one  man  can  do,  to  prevent  their  exdo- 

and  restrained  by  other  descriptions,  of  more  sion  from  any,  I  cannot,  to  flatter  them,  giro 

sober  minds,  and  more  enlarged  understandings,  the  lie  to  nature.    They  are  good  and  weM 

Were  they  then  to  be  awed  by  the  super-emi-  in  the  composition ;  they  must  be  mischievoos 

nent  authority  and  awful  dignity  of  a  handful  if  they  preponderate  so  as  virtually  to  becouM 

of  country-clowns,  who  have  seats  in  that  as-  the  whole.     Their  very  excellence  io  their 

sembly,  some  of  whom  are  said  not  to  be  able  peculiar  functions  may  be  far  from  a  qualifict- 

to  read  and  write  ?  and  by  not  a  greater  num-  tion  for  others.    It  cannot  escape  <4»«rvatk)0| 

ber  of  traders,  who,  though  somewhat  more  that  when  men  are  too  much  confined  to  pro> 

instructed,  and  more  conspicuous  in  the  order  fessional  and  faculty  habits,  and,  as  it  were, 

of  society,  had  never  known  any  thing  beyond  inveterate  in  the  recurrent  employm^it  of  that 

dieir  countin^house  ?  No !  both  these  descrip-  narrow  circle,  they  are  rather  disabled  tba0 

tions  were  more  formed  to  be  overborne  and  qualified  for  whatever  depends  on  the  know^ 

fwayed  by  the  intrigues  and  artifices  of  law-  ledge  of  mankind,  on  experience  in  mixed 

jrers,  than  to  become  their  counterpoise.  With  affairs,  on  a  comprehensive  connected  view  of 

fuch  a  dangerous  disproportion,  the  whole  must  the  various  complicated  external  and  inteml 

needs  be  governed  by  them.    To  the  faculty  interests  which  go  to  the  formation  of  that  bh^ 

of  law  was  joined  a  pretty  considerable  pro-  tifarious  thing  oilled  a  state, 

portion  of  the  faculty  of  medicine.  This  fibculty  Afler  all,  S  the  hoase  of  ooounons  weps  to 
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have  an  wholly  professional  and  faculty  com-  upon  a  body  of  wealth,  in  which  they  could 
position,  what  is  the  power  of  the  house  of  hardly  look  to  have  any  share,  except  in  a  ge* 
oommons,  circumscribed  and  shut  in  by  the  neral  scramble.  Instead  of  balancing  the 
immovable  barriers  of  law,  usages,  positive  power  of  the  active  chicaners  in  the  other 
rules  of  doctrine  and  practice,  counterpoised  by  assembly,  these  curates  must  necessarily  be- 
tbe  house  of  lords,  and  every  moment  of  its  come  the  active  coadjutors,  or  at  best  the 
existence  at  the  discretion  of  the  crown  to  passive  instruments  oftbosebywhom  they  have 
continue,  prorogue,  or  dissolve  us  ?  The  power  been  habitually  guided  in  their  petty  village 
of  the  house  erf*  commons,  direct  or  indirect,  is  concerns.  They  too  could  hardly  be  the  most 
indeed  great;  and  long  may  it  be  able  to  pr^  conscienciousoftheir  kind,  who,  presuming  upon 
•erve  its  greatness,  and  the  spirit  belonging  to  their  incompetent  understanding,  could  intrigue 
true  greatness,  at  the  full ;  and  it  will  do  so,  for  a  trust  which  led  them  from  their  natural 
as  long  as  it  can  keep  the  breakers  of  law  in  relation  to  their  flocks,  and  tlieir  natural  spheres 
India  from  becoming  the  makers  of  law  for  of  action,  to  undertake  the  regeneration  of 
England.  The  power,  however,  of  the-  house  kingdoms.  This  preponderating  weight  being 
of  commons,  when  least  diminished,  is  as  a  added  to  the  force  of  the  body  of  chicane  in 
drop  of  water  in  the  ocean,  compared  to  that  the  TYers  Etat,  completed  that  momentum  of 
residing  in  a  setded  majority  <^  your  national  ignorance,  rashness,  presumption,  and  lust  of 
assemUy.  That  assemUy,  since  the  destruc-  plunder,  which  nothing  has  been  able  to  resist, 
lion  of  the  orders,  has  no  fundamental  law,  no  To  observing  men  it  must  have  appeared 
strict  convention,  no  respected  usage  to  re-  from  the  beginning,  that  the  majority  of  the 
strain  it.  Instead  of  finding  themselves  obliged  Third  Estate,  in  conjunction  with  such  a  de- 
to  conform  to  a  fixed  constitution,  they  have  a  putation  from  the  clergy  as  I  have  described, 
power  to  make  a  constitution  which  shall  con-  whilst  it  pursued  the  destruction  of  the  nobility, 
Sonn  to  their  designs.  Nothing  in  heaven  or  would  inevitably  become  subservient  to  the 
upon  earth  can  serve  as  a  controul  on  them,  worst  designs  of  individuals  in  that  class.  In 
What  ought  to  be  the  heads,  the  hearts,  the  the  spoil  and  humiliation  of  their  own  order 
dispositions,  that  are  qualified,  or  that  dare,  these  individuals  would  possess  a  sure  fund  for 
not  only  to  make  laws  under  a  fixed  constitu-  the  pay  of  their  new  followers.  To  squander 
tion,  but  at  one  heat  to  strike  out  a  totally  away  the  objects  which  made  the  happiness  of 
now  constitution  &r  a  great  kingdcnn,  and  in  their  fellows,  would  be  to  them  no  sacrifice  at 
every  part  <^  it,  firom  the  monarch  on  the  all.  Turbulent,  discontented  men  of  quality, 
throne  to  the  vestry  of  a  parish  ?  But — "fooU  in  proportion  as  they  are  pufifed  up  with  per- 
ruih  in  where  angdiftar  to  tread**  In  such  a  sonal  pride  and  arrogance,  generally  despise 
state  of  unbounded  power,  for  undefined  and  their  own  order.  One  of  the  first  symptoms 
undefinable  purposes,  the  evil  (^  a  moral  and  they  discover  of  a  selfish  and  mischievous  am- 
almoet  physical  inaptitude  of  the  man  to  the  bition,  is  a  profligate  disregard  of  a  dignity 
functioa,  must  be  the  greatest  we  can  conceive  which  they  partake  with  others.  To  be  at- 
to  happen  in  the  management  df  human  aflfairs.  tached  to  the  subdivision,  to  love  the  little  platoon 
Haying  considered  the  composition  of  the  we  belong  to  in  society,  is  the  first  principle 
third  estate  as  it  stood  in  its  original  frame,  (the  germ  as  it  were)  of  public  aflfcctions.  It 
1  took  a  view  rf  the  representatives  of  the  is  the  first  link  in  the  series  by  which  we  pro- 
clergy.  There  too  it  appeared,  that  full  as  ceed  towards  a  love  to  our  country  and  to 
Utile  regard  was  had  to  the  general  security  of  manldnd.  The  interest  of  that  portion  of  social 
properteMMT  to  the  aptitude  of  the  deputies  for  arrangement  is  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  all  tliose 
dieir  pdBc  purposes,  in  the  principles  of  their  who  compose  it ;  and  as  none  but  bad  men 
•lection.  That  Section  was  so  conu-ived,  as  would  justify  it  in  abuse,  none  but  traitors 
to  tend  a  very  large  proportion  of  mere  country  would  barter  it  away  for  their  own  personal 
coralee  to  the  great  and  arduous  woric  of  new-  advantage. 

modelling  a  state;  men  who  never  had  seen  There  were,  in  the  time  of  our  civil  troubles 

die  state  eo  much  as  in  a  picture ;  men  who  in  England,  (I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 

knew  nothing  of  the  world  beyond  the  bounds  any  such  in  your  assembly  in  France,)  seve- 

of  an  obecure  village ;  who,  immersed  in  hope-  ral  persons,  like  the  then  Earl  of  Holland,  who 

]«■  potrertj,  couU  regard  all  property,  whether  by  themselves  or  their  families  had  brought  an 

itcular  or  eodeeiastical,  with  no  other  eye  than  odium  on  the  throne,  by  the  prodigal  dispensa- 

ftat  of  envy ;  among  whom  must  be  many,  who,  tion  of  its  bounties  towards  them,  who  afler- 

fcr  tba  imallest  hope  of  the  meanest  dividend  wards  joined  in  the  rebellions  arising  firom  the 

li  phnder,  wonU  readily  join  in  any  attempts  discontents  of  which  they  were  themselvef  the 
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cause ;  men  who  helped  to  subvert  that  throne  try,  communicated  to  it  the  force  and  energ) 

to  which  they  owed,  somo  of  them,  their  exis-  under  which  it  sufiered.     I  do  not  say  (God 

tence,  others  all  tliat  power  which  they  em-  forbid)  I  do  not  say,  that  the  virtues  of  mch 

ployed  to  ruin  their  benefactor.    If  any  bounds  men  were  to  be  taken  as  a  balance  to  tbeir 

are  set  to  the  rapacious  demands  of  that  sort  crimes ;  but  they   were   some   corrective  to 

of  people,  or  that  others  are  permitted  to  par-  their  effects.    Such  was,  as  I  said,  our  Crooh 

take  in  the  objects  they  would  engross,  revenge  well.    Such  were  your  whole  race  of  Gruisei, 

and  envy  soon  fill  up  the  craving  void  that  is  Cond^s,  and  Colignis.     Such  the  Richelieos, 

lefl  in  their  avarice.    Confounded  by  the  com-  who  in  more  quiet  times  acted  in  the  spirit  of 

plication  ofdistempered  passions,  their  reason  a  civil  war.    Such,  as  better  men,  and  in  a 

is  disturbed;   their  views  become  vast  and  less  dubious  cause,    were   your  Henry  the 

perplexed ;  to  others  inexplicable ;  to  them-  Fourth  and  your  Sully,  though  nursed  in  ciril 

selves  uncertain.      They  find,  on  all  sides,  confusions,  and  not  wholly  without  some  of 

bounds  to  their  unprincipled  ambition  in  any  their  taint.    It  is  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at, to 

fixed  order  of  things.     But  in  the  fog  and  haze  see  how  very  soon  France,  when  she  had  a 

of  confusion  all  is  enlarged,  and  appears  with-  moAient   to   respire,  recovered  and  emerged 

out  any  limit.  from  the  longest  and  most  dreadful  civil  war 

When  men  of  rank  sacrifice  all  ideas  of  dig-  that  ever  was  known  in  any  nation.    Why? 

nity  to  an  ambition  without  a  distinct  object,  Because,  among  all  their  massacres,  theybd 

and  work  with  low  instruments  and  for  low  not  slain  the  mind  in  their  country.    A  coih 

ends,  the  whole  composition  becomes  low  and  scious  dignity,  a  noble  pride,  a  generous  sense 

base.    Does  not  something  like  this  now  ap-  of  glory  and  emulation,  was  not  extinguidied. 

pear  in  France  ?    Does  it  not  produce  some-  On  the  c(Mitrary,  it  was  kindled  and  inflamed, 

thing  ignoble  and  inglorious  ?  a  kind  of  mean-  The  organs  also  of  the  state,  however  sfaat- 

ness  in  all  the  prevalent  policy  ?  a  tendency  in  tered,  existed.    All  the  prizes  of  honour  and 

all  that  is  done  to  lower  along  with  individuals  virtue,  all  the  rewards,  all  the  distinctioos, 

all  tlie  dignity  and  importance  of  the  state  ?  remained.    But  your  present  confusion,  like  a 

Other  revolutions  have   been  conducted  by  palsy,  has  attacked  the  fountain  of  life  itseK 

persons,  who  whilst  they  attempted  or  affected  Every  person  in  your  country,  in  a  situatkn 

changes  in  the  commonwealth,  sanctified  their  to  he  actuated  by  a  principle  of  honour,  is  dis- 

ambition  by  advancing  the  dignity  of  the  peo-  graced  and  degraded,  and  can  entertain  no 

pie  whose  peace  they  troubled.     They  had  sensation  of  life,  except  in  a  mortified  and 

long  views.     They  aimed  at  the  rule,  not  at  humiliated  indignation.      But  this  generatkn 

the  destruction  of  their  country.    They  were  will  quickly  pass  away.     The  next  generatkn 

men  of  great  civil,  and  great  military  talents,  of  the  nobility  will  resemble  the  artificers  and 

and  if  the  terrour,  the  ornament  of  their  age.  clowns,  and  money-jobbers,  usurers,  and  Jews, 

They  were  not  like  Jew  brokers  ccmtending  who  will  be  always  their  fellows,  sometimei 

with  each  other  who  could  best  remedy  with  their  masters.    Believe  roe.  Sir,  those  who 

fraudulent  circulation  and  depreciated  paper  attempt  to  level,  never  equalize.     In  all  socie> 

the  wretchedness  and  ruin  brought  on  their  ties,  consisting  of  various  descriptions  of  citi- 

countryby  their  degenerate  councils.  The  com-  zens,  some  description  must  be  uppermost, 

pliment  made  to  one  of  the  great  bad  men  of  the  The  levellers  therefore  only  change  and  pe^ 

old  stamp  (Cromwell)  by  his  kinsman,  a  favou-  vert  the  natural  order  of  things ;  they  load  the 

rite  poet  of  that  time,  shews  what  it  was  he  edifice  of  society,  by  setting  up  in  the  air 

proposed,  and  what  indeed  to  a  great  degree  he  what  the  solidity  of  the  structure  ii||nires  to 

accomplished  in  the  success  (^  his  ambition:  bo  on  the  ground.    The  associations  of  tailors 

and  carpenters,  of  which  the  republic  (of  PviS| 

"  Still  as  you  rise,  the  state  exalted  too,  for  instance)  is  composed,  cannot  be  equal  to 

without  noise  pations,  an  usurpation  on  the  prerogatives  oi 

'<  The  rising  sun  night's  vulgar  lights  destroys."  nature,  you  attempt  to  force  them. 

The  chancellor  of  France  at  the  opening  of 

These  disturbers  were  not  so  much  like  men  the  states,  said,  in  a  tone  of  oratorical  flourisfat 

usurping  power,  as  asserting  their  natural  placo  that  all  occupations  were  honourable.    If  he 

in  society.    Their  rising  was  to  illuminate  and  meant  only,  that  no  honest  employment  wis 

beautify  the  worUJ.    Their  conquest  over  their  disgraceful,  he  would  not  have  gone  beyond 

competitors  was  by  outshining  them.  The  hand  the  truth.    But  in  asserting,  that  any  thing  n 

that,  like  a  destroying  angel,  smote  the  coun-  honourable,  we  imply  some  distinctioo  in  il» 
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fiiTour.  The  occupation  of  a  baiiwiresser,  or  ting  in  the  spirit  of  sortition  or  rotation,  can  be 
of  a  working  tallow-chandler,  cannot  be  a  mat-  generally  good  in  a  government  conversant  in 
tcr  of  honour  to  any  person — ^to  say  nothing  of  extensive  objects.  Because  they  have  no  ten- 
a  number  of  other  more  servile  employments,  dency,  direct  or  indirect,  to  select  the  man 
Such  descriptions  of  men  ought  not  to  suffer  with  a  view  to  the  duty,  or  to  accommodate 
oppression  fitnn  the  state ;  but  the  state  suffers  the  one  to  the  other.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
oppression,  if  such  as  they,  either  individually  that  the  road  to  eminence  and  power,  from 
or  collectively,  are  permitted  to  rule.  In  this  obscure  condition,  ought  not  to  be  made  too 
you  think  you  are  combating  prejudice,  but  easy,  nor  a  thing  too  much  of  course.  If  rare 
you  are  at  war  with  nature.*^  merit  be  the  rarest  of  all  rare  things,  it  ought 
I  do  not,  my  dear  Sir,  conceive  you  to  be  to  pass  through  some  sort  of  probation.  The 
of  that  sophistical  captious  spirit,  or  of  that  temple  of  honour  ought  to  be  seated  on  an 
uncandid  duhiess,  as  to  require,  for  every  gene-  eminence.  If  it  be  opened  through  virtue,  let 
ral  observation  or  sentiment,  an  exphcit  detail  it  be  remembered  too,  that  virtue  is  never  tried 
of  the  correctives  and  exceptions,  which  reason  but  by  some  difficulty  and  some  struggle, 
will  presume  to  be  included  in  all  the  general  Nothing  is  a  due  and  adequate  represcnta- 
propositions  which  come  from  reasonable  men.  tion  of  a  state,  that  does  not  represent  its  abi- 
You  do  not  imagine,  that  I  wish  to  confine  lity,  as  well  as  its  property.  But  as  ability  is 
power,  authority,  and  distinction  to  blood,  and  a  vigorous  and  active  principle,  and  as  pro- 
names,  and  titles.  No,  Sir.  There  is  no  perty  is  sluggish,  inert  and  timid,  it  never  can 
qualification  for  government  but  virtue  and  be  safe  from  the  invasions  of  ability,  unless  it 
wisdom,  actual  or  presumptive.  Wherever  be,  out  of  all  proportion,  predominant  in  the 
they  are  actually  found,  they  have,  in  what>  representation.  It  must  be  represented  too  in 
ever  state,  condition,  profession  or  trade,  the  great  masses  of  accumulation,  or  it  is  not 
passport  of  Heaven  to  human  place  and  honour,  rightly  protected.  The  characteristic  essence 
Woe  to  the  country  which  would  madly  and  of  property,  formed  out  of  the  combined  prin- 
impiously  reject  the  service  of  the  talents  and  ciples  c^  its  acquisition  and  conservation,  is 
virtues,  civil,  military,  or  religious,  that  are  to  be  unequal.  The  great  masses  therefbre 
given  to  grace  and  to  serve  it;  and  would  con-  which  excite  envy,  and  tempt  rapacity,  must 
demn  to  obscurity  every  thing  formed  to  diffuse  be  put  out  of  the  possibility  of  danger.  Then 
histre  and  glory  around  a  state.  Woe  to  that  they  form  a  natural  rampart  about  the  lesser 
country  too,  that  passing  into  the  opposite  properties  in  all  their  gradations.  The  same 
extreme,  considers  a  low  education,  a  mean  quantity  of  property,  which  is  by  the  natural 
contracted  view  of  things,  a  sordid,  mercenary  course  of  things  divided  among  many,  has  not 
occupation,  as  a  preferable  title  to  command,  the  same  operation.  Its  defensive  power  is 
Every  thing  ought  to  be  open ;  but  not  indif-  weakened  as  it  is  diffused.  In  this  diffusion 
ferenUy  to  every  man.  No  rotation ;  no  ap-  each  man's  portion  is  less  than  what,  in  the 
pointment  by  lot;  no  mode  of  Section  opera-  eagerness  of  his  desires,  he  may  flatter  him- 
self to  obtain  by  dissipating  the  accumulations 

_    ,    -     .          ,                ...  of  others.     The  plunder  of  the  few  would  in- 

*  EcQlesiasticus,  chap,  xxxviii.  verse  24,  25.  j^^j  „:„«  u„»  .  oK«..o  :r./.rvnoo:«oKUr  omoii ;« 

"  The  wisdom  of  a  learned  man  cometh  by  ?^^,g^^®  **V'  *  ^^T  »"<^«>n<^«»™'y  small  m 

opportunity  of  leisure  :  and  he  that  haih  little  the  distribution  to  the  many.    But  the  many 

business  shall  become  wise." — "  How  can  he  are  not  capable  of  making  this  calculation ; 

get  wisdom  that  holdeth  the  plough,  and  that  and  those  who  lead  them  to  rapine,  never  in- 

glorieth  in  the  goad ;  that  driveth  oxen  :  and  is  .  „  .  ,l-    j:„.,:K.,»;«n 

Sccupied  In  their  laliurs ;  and  who^e  talk  is  of  ^""^^^'^  distribution. 

bullocks  ?»»  The  power  of  perpetuatmg  our  property  m 

Ver.  27.    "  So  every  carpenter  and  work-  our  families  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 

master  that  laboureih  nieht  aiid  day ,'»  kc.  interesting  circumstances  belonging  to  it,  and 

Ver.  33.    "  They  shall  not  be  sought  for  in  ,,„.  „ .  •  r  .^„  ,„  ,1  ^  ^^  .  .^  .1?  JL„„.„««;«« 

public  counsel,  nor  sit  high  in  the  congrcgaiion  :  ^^^  ^^^<^^  *®"^'  ^^®  ™f  ^  ^°  ^^  perpetuation 

they  shaU  not  sH  on  the  pudges'  seat,  nor  under-  of  society  itself.     It  makes  our  weakness  sub- 

itand  the  sentence  of  judgment :  they  cannot  servient  to  our  virtue ;  it  graf\s  benevolence 

declare  justice  and  judgment,  and  they  shall  g^gn  upon  avarice.    The  possessors  of  family 

not  be  found  where  parables  are  spoken."  ,.u        j     c  .u-  j:  *:^lr, ^kuu  ^t*^,*Am 

Ver.  84.    "  But  Siej  will  mainuiin  the  state  ^^a^  !>'  ^nd  of  the  distmction  which  attends 

of  the  world."  hereditary  possession  (as  most  concerned  in 

I  do  not  determine  whether  this  book  be  cano*  it)  are  the  natural  securities  for  this  transmia- 

nical,  as  the  Gallican  church  (lill  lately)  has  gjon,    "with  us,  the  house  of  peers  is  formed 

considered  it,  or  apocrypha,  as  here  it  is  taken.  ...       .     .  ,       ▼♦  ;„  ...k»ii»  <.^ni.><^^  «r 

1  am  sore  it  JontalSTa  g?eat  deal  of  sense,  and  "pon  this  prmciple.    It  is  whoUy  composed  of 

troth.  hereditary  property  and  hereditary  distinctioD  ; 
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and  made  therefore  the  third  of  the  legislature ;     aoil,  to  be  aent  to  swell  the  ixnolence,  or  pin* 

and  in  the  last  event,  the  sole  judge  of  all  pn>>  per  the  kizury,  of  the  mechanics  of  Parii.   Ib 

perty  in  all  its  subdivisions.     The  house  of  this  they  will  see  none  of  the  equality,  under  tiw 

commons  too,  though  uot  necessarily,  yet  in  pretence  of  which  they  h&ve  been  tempted  t0 

fact,  is  always  so  composed  in  the  far  greater  throw  off  their  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  u 

part.     Let  those  large  proprietors  be  what  well  as  the  ancient  constitution  of  their  coah 

they  will,  and  they  have  their  chance  of  being  try.    There  can  be  no  capital  city  in  such  a 

among  the  best,  they  are  at  the  very  worst,  constitution  as  they  have  lately  made.    Tbff 

the  ballast  in  the  vessel  of  the  commonwealth,  have  forgot,  that  when  they  framed  democratie 

For  though  hereditary  wealth,  and  the  rank  governments,  they  had  virtually  dismembered 

which  goes  with  it,  are  too  much  idolized  by  Sieir  country.     The  persoa  whom  they  pene* 

creeping  sycophants,  and  the  blind  abject  ad-  rere  in  calling  king,  has  not  power  left  to  him 

mirers  of  power,  they  are  too  rashly  slighted  by  the  hundredth  part  sufficient  to  hold  together 

in  shallow  speculation^  of  the  petulant,  assu-  this  collection  of  republics.      The  republic  of 

ming,  short-sighted  coxcombs  of  philosophy.  Paris  will  endeavour  indeed  to  complete  the 

Some  decent  regulated  pre-eminence,  some  debauchery  of  the  army,  and  illegally  to  per- 

preference  (not  exclusive  appropriation)  given  petuate  the  assembly,  without  resort  to  it8C0B> 

to  birth,  is  neither  unnatural,  nor  unjust,  nor  stituents,  as  the  means  of  continuing  its  despo* 

impolitic.  tism.    It  will  make  efibrts,  by  becoming  the 

It  is  said,  that  twenty-four  millions  ought  to  heart  of  a  boundless  paper  circulation,  to  dnw 

prevail  over  two  hundred  thousand.    True ;  if  every  thing  to  itself;  but  in  vain.    All  thii 

the  constitution  of  a  kingdom  be  a  problem  of  policy  in  the  end  will  i^>pear  as  feeble  as  it 

arithmetic.     This  sort  of  discourse  does  well  is  now  violent. 

enough  with  the  lamp-post  for  its  second:  to  If  this  be  your  actual  situation,  compared  to 

men  who  nun;  reason  calmly,  it  is  ridiculous,  the  situation  to  which  you  were  called,  as  it 

The  will  of  the  many,  and  their  interest,  must  were  by  the  voice  6[  God  and  man,  I  cannot 

very  often  differ ;  and  great  will  be  the  diffe-  find  it  in  my  heart  to  congratulate  you  on  the 

rence  when  they  make  an  evil  choice.    A  go-  choice  you  have  made,  or  the  success  which 

vemment  of  five  hundred  country  attomies  has  attended  your  endeavours.    I  can  as  little 

and  obscure  curates  is  not  good  for  twenty-  recommend  to  any  other  nation   a  conduct 

four  millions  of  men,  though  it  were  chosen  by  grounded  on  such  principles,  and  productive 

eight  and  forty  millions ;  nor  is  it  the  better  for  c£  such  effects.    That  I  must  leave  to  those 

being  guided  by  a  dozen  of  persons  of  quality,  who  can  see  further  into  your  affairs  than  I  am 

who  have  betrayed  their  trust  in  order  to  obtain  able  to  do,  and  who  best  know  how  far  your 

that  power.    At  present,  you  seem  in  every  actions  are  favourable  to  their  designs.    The 

thing  to  have  strayed  out  of  the  high  road  of  gentlemen  of  the  revolution  socie^,  who  were 

nature.      The  property  of  France  does  not  so  early  in  their  congratulations,  appear  to  be 

govern  it.    Of  course  proper^  is  destroyed,  strongly  of  opinion  that  there  is  some  schesM 

and  rational  liberty  has  no  existence.     AH  of  politics  relative  to  this  country,  in  wfaidi 

you  have  got  for  the  present  is  a  paper  circu-  your  proceedings  may,  in  some  way,  be  wefid. 

lation,  and  a  stock  jobbing  constitution :  and  For  your  Dr.  Price,  who  seenn  to  have  speeo* 

as  to  the  future,  do  you  seriously  think  that  the  lated  himself  into  no  small  degree  of  fervour 

territory  of  France,  upon  the  republican  sys-  upon  this  subject,  addresses  his  auditors  in 

tern  of  eighty-three  independent  municipalities  the  following  very  remarkable  words :  "  I  can- 

(to  say  nothing  of  the  parts  that  compose  them)  not  conclude  without  recaMhag  partieuUa^  to 

can  ever  be  governed  as  one  body,  or  can  ever  your  recollection  a  consideration  which  I  have 

be  set  in  motion  by  the  impulse  of  one  mind  ?  mare  than  once  (dtuded  to,  and  which  probabl/ 

When  the  national  assembly  has  completed  your  thoughts  have  fteenaUa/oni^afilio^MitiVt 

its  work,  it  will  have  accomplished  its  ruin,  a  consideration  with  which  my  mmd  it  w> 

These  commonwealths  will  not  long  bear  a  prested  more  than  I  can  expren.    I  mean  the 

state  of  subjection  to  the  republic  of  Paris,  consideration  of  the  ytowoiaMentt  of  Urn  ft*' 

They  will  not  bear  that  this  one  body  shouM  sent  ftmes  to  all  esertiont  in  the  eatm  ^ 

monopdize  the  captivity  di  the  king,  and  the  Uberty,** 

dommion  over  the  assembly  calling  itself  na-  It  is  plain  that  the  mind  of  this  poSlkd 

tionaL    Each  wiO  keep  its  own  portion  of  the  preacher  was  at  the  time  big  with  soms  eon 

spoil  of  the  church  to  itself;  and  it  will  not  traordinary  design ;  and  it  is  very  probable 

suffer  either  that  spoil,  or  the  more  just  fhiita  that  the  thoughts  of  his  audience,  v^  mier- 

of  their  industry,  or  the  natural  produce  of  their  stood  him   twtter  than  I  do,   did  ^all  aloof 
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nm  hefon  him  in  his  reflecti(Hi,  and  in  tho     them  the  delusive  hope  of  a  dole  out  of  the 

whole  train  d*  consequences  to  which  it  led.  spoils  of  their  own  order?    Are  the  citizens 
BefiNre  I  read  that  sermon,  I  really  thought     of  London  to  be  drawn  from  their  allegiance 

I  had  lived  in  a  free  country ;  and  it  was  an  by  feeding  them  at  the  expense  of  their  fellow- 

errour  I  cherished,  because  it  gave  me  a  greater  subjects  ?    Is  a  compulsory  paper  currency  to 

liking  to  the  country  I  lived  in.    I  was  indeed  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  legal  coin  of 

aware,  that  a  jealous,  ever-waking  vigilance,  this  kingdom  7    Is  what  remains  of  the  plun- 

to  guard  the  treasure  of  our  liberty,  not  only  from  dered  stock  of  public  revenue  to  be  employed 

invasion,  but  from  decay  and  corruption,  was  in  the  wild  project  of  maintaining  two  armies 

our  best  wisdom  and  our  first  duty.    However,  to  watch  over  and  to  fight  with  each  other  ?    If 

I  considered  that  treasure  rather  as  a  posses-  these  are  the  ends  and  means  of  the  revolution 

aion  to  be  secured  than  as  a  prize  to  be  con-  society,  I  admit  they  are  well  assorted  ;  and 

tended  for.    I  did  not  discern  how  the  present  France  may  furnish  them  for  both  with  prece- 

time  came  to  be  so  very  favourable  to  all  exer-  dents  in  point. 

ikms  in  the  cause  of  fireedom.    The  present  I   see  that  your    example    is  held  out  to 

time  diflTers  from  any  other  only  by  the  circum-  shame  us.  I  know  that  we  are  supposed  a  duU 

stance  of  what  is  doing  in  France.    If  the  sluggish  race,  rendered  passive  by  finding  our 

example  of  that  nation  is  to  have  an  influence  situation  tolerable,  and  prevented  by  a  medi- 

on  this,  I  can  easily  conceive  why  some  of  ocrity  of  freedom  from  ever  attaining  to  its  full 

their  {miceedings  which  havean  unf^easant  a»>  perfection.    Your  leaders  in  France  began  by 

pect,  and  are  not  quite  reconcileable  to  huma-  afiecting  to  admire,  almost  to  adore,  the  British 

nity,  generosity,  good  fiiith,  and  justice,  are  constitution;  but,  as  they  advanced,  they  came 

palliated  with  so  much  milky  good-nature  to-  to  look  upon  it  with  a  sovereign  contempt. 

wards  the  actors,  and  borne  with  so  much  h^  The  fi-iends  of  your  national  assembly  among 

roic   fortitude  towards   the  sufferers.     It  is  us  have  full  as  mean  an  opinion  of  what  was 

certainly  not  prudent  to  discredit  the  authwity  formerly  thought  the  glory  of  their  country. 

of  an  example  we  mean  to  follow.    But  allow-  The  revolution  society  has  discovered  that  the 

ing  this,  we  are  led  to  a  very  natural  ques-  English  nation  is  not  free.    They  arc  convin- 

tion ; — ^What  is  that  cause  of  liberty,  and  what  ced  that  the  inequality  in  our  representation  is 

are  those  exerticms  in  its  favour,  to  which  the  a  "  defect  in  our  constitution  ao  gross  and  pal- 

example  of  France  is  so  singularly  auspicious?  pable^  as  to  make  it  excellent  chiefly  in  farm 

Is  our  monardiy  to  be  annihilated,  with  all  the  and  ^leory."*    That  a  representation  in  the 

hw8,  all  the  tribunals,  and  all  the  ancient  cor-  legislature  of  a  kingdom  is  not  only  the  basis 

poratioQs  of  the  kingdom?    Is  every  landmark  of  all  constitutional  liberty  in  it,  but  of  "ofi 

of  the  country  to  be  done  away  in  favour  of  a  legitimate  government;  tliat  without  it  a  ^o- 

goometrical  and  arithmetical  constitution?    Is  vemment  is  nothing  but  an  usurpation ;" — that 

the  house  of  k^rds  to  be  voted  useless  ?    Is  epis-  "  when  the  representation  is  partialy  the  king- 

oopacT  to  be  abolished?    Are  the  church  lamds  dom  possesses  liberty  only  partially;  and  if 

to  be  add  to  Jews  and  jobbers;  or  given  to  bribe  extremely  partial,  it  gives  only  a  senAlance, 

new  invented  municipal  republics  into  a  parti-  and  if  not  only  extremely  partial,  but  corruptly 

dpatkm  in  sacrilege  ?    AJre  all  the  taxes  to  chosen,  it  becomes  a  nuisance."    Dr.  Price 

be  voted  grievances,  and  the  revenue  reduced  considers  this  inadequacy  of  representation  as 

to  a  patriotic  contribution,  or  patriotic  pre-  our  fundamjental  grievance ;  and  though,  as  to 

lents?    Are  lilver  shoe-buckles  to  be  substi-  the  corruption  of  this  semblance  of  representa- 

toted  in  the  place  of  the  land  tax  and  the  malt  tion,  he  hopes  it  is  not  yet  arrived  to  its  full 

tax,  for  thesupport  of  the  naval  strength  of  this  perfection  of  depravity ;  he  fears  that "  nothing 

Uogdom?    Are  all  orders,  ranks,  an^  distino  will  be  done  towards  gaining  for  us  this  essen* 

doBS  to  be  confounded,  that  out  of  universal  litd  blessing,  until  some  great  abuse  qf  pofwer 

aoarcfay,  joined  to  national  bankruptcy,  three  again  provokes  our  resentment,  or  some  great 

or  four  thousand  democracies  should  be  formed  calamity  again  alarms  our  fears,  or  perhaps  till 

into  eigh^-tfaree,  and  that  they  may  all,  by  the  acquisition  of  a  pure  and  equal  rqaresenia- 

iooe  Bort  of  unknown  attractive  power,  be  ^on  by  other  countries,  whilst  we  are  mocked 

organized  into  one  ?    For  this  great  end  is  the  with  the  shadow,  kindles  our  shame."    To  this 

amy  to  be  seduced  firom  its  discipline  and  its  he  subjoins  a  note  in  these  words.    "  A  repre- 

fideli^,  first  by  every  kind  of  debauchery,  and  sentation  chosen  chiefly  by  the  treasury,  and 
then  by  the  territie  precedent  of  a  donative  in 

the  increase  of  pay?    Are  the  curates  to  be  «  Discourse  on  the  Love  of  our  Country,  8d 

isdaeed  firom  their  biihope,  by  hokiing  out  to  edit.  p.  39* 
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a /ci0  thousand  of  the  1^^  of  the  people,  wbo  ■nde  on  the  reToliitkm.    The  reroliitkii  which 

•re  grni-rally  |Aid  for  their  rotes."  is  resorted  to  for  a  title,  on  their  system,  wtnli 

You  will  smile  here  at  the  consistency  of  a  title  itselC     The  revolution  is  built,  aooor- 

th;)se  deinocraii<ts,  who,  when  they  are  not  on  ding  to  their  theory,  i^Kin  a  basis  not  moie 

their  guard,  treat  the  humbler  part  of  the  com-  solid   than  our  present  formalities,  as  it  wis 

nunity  with  the  greatest  contempt,  whilst,  at  made  by  a  house  of  lords  not  representing  any 

the  sa'ne  lime,  they  pretend  to  make  them  the  one  but  themsdves;  and  by  a  house  of  coitt- 

dep,jsitories  of  aii  power.      It  would  require  a  mons  exactly  sudi  as  the  present,  that  is,  as 

lon-v  discourse  to  po'uit  out  to  you  the  many  fal-  they  term  it,  by  a  mere  "  shadow  and  mockery'* 

lacies  that  lurk  in  the  general.ty  and  equivocal  of  representation. 

nature  of  the  terms  "  inadequate  representa-  Something  they  must  destroy,  or  they  seen  to 
tion/'     1  shall  oaly  sav  here,  injustice  to  that  themselves  to  exist  for  no  purpose.    One  set  ii 
old  fashioned   constitution,  under  which  we  for  destroying  the  civil  power  through  theeo- 
hare  long  prospered,  that  our  representation  clesiastical ;  another  for  demoliriiing the  eede- 
bas  been  fjunJ  perfectly  adequate  to  all  the  siastic  through  the  civil.    They  are  aware  diat 
purposes  f  >r  which  a  representation  of  the  peo-  the  worst  consequences  might  happen  to  the 
pie  can  be  desired  or  devised.    Idefytheene-  public  in  accomplishing  thiis  double  ruin  of 
mies  of  our  constitution  to  shew  the  contrary,  church  and  state  ;  bat  they  are  so  heated  with 
To  detail  the  particulars  in  which  it  is  found  their  theories,  that  they  give  more  than  hints, 
so  well  to  promote  its  ends,  would  demand  a  that  this  ruin,  with  all  the  mischiefs  that  moat 
treatise  on  our  practical  constitution.    1  state  lead  to  it  and  attend  it,  and  which  to  theinsehres 
here  the  doctrine  of  the  revolutionists,  only  that  a{^ar  quite  certain,  would  not  be  unacceptable 
you  and  others  may  see.  what  an  opinion  these  to  them,  or  very  remcrte  from   their  wishes, 
gentlemen  entertain  of  the  constitution  of  their  A  man  among  them  of  great   authority,  and 
country,  and  why  they  seem  to  think  that  some  certainly  of  great  talents,  speaking  of  a  sup- 
great  abuse  of  power,  or  some  great  calamity,  posed  alliance  between  chnrdi  and  state,  says, 
as  giving  a  chance  for  the  blessings  of  a  con-  "  peiiiaps  we  rmui  vxdt  for  the  Jiatt  cf  the  oxA 
stitution  according  to  their  ideas,  would  be  pmoert  before  this  most  unnatural  alliance  be 
much  palliated  to  their  feelings ;  you  sec  why  broken.    Calamitous  no  doubt  will  that  time 
they  are  so  much   enamoured  of  your  fkir  and  be.    But  what  convulsion  in  the  political  world 
equal  representation,  which  being  once  obtain-  ought  to  be  a  subject  of  lamentation,  if  it  be 
ed,  the  same  effects  might  f(^low.    You  see  attended  with  so  desirable  an  effect?*'   Yoa 
they  consider  our  house  of  commons  as  only  see  with  what  a  steady  eye  these  gendemen 
"  a  semblance,"  "  a  form,"  "  a  theory,"  "  a  are  prepared  to  view  the  greatest  calamities 
shadow,"  "  a  mockery,"  perhaps  "  a  nuisance."  which  can  befall  their  country ! 

These  gentlemen  value  themselves  on  being  It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  with  these 
systematic;  and  not  without  reason.      They  ideas  of  every  thing  in  their  constitution  and 
must  therefore  look  on  this  gross  and  palpable  government  at  home,  either  in  church  or  state, 
defectof  representation,  this  fundamental  grie-  as  illegitimate  and  usurped,  or  at  best  as  a 
Vance  (so  they  call  it)  as  a  thing  not  only  vain  mockery,  they  look  abroad  with  an  eager 
vicious  in  itself,  but  as  rendering  our  whole  and  passionate  enthusiasm.     Whilst  they  are 
government  absolutely  illegitimatej  and  not  at  possessed  by  these  notions,  it  is  vain  to  talk 
all  better  than  a  downright  ttsurpoHon.    Ano-  to  them  of  the  practice  of  their  ancestors,  the 
ther  revolution  to  get  rid  of  this  illegitimate  fundamental  laws  of  their  country,  the  fixed 
and  usuroed  government,  would  of  course  be  form  of  a  constituticm,  whose  merits  are  coo- 
perfectly  justifiable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  firmed  by  the  solid  test  of  long  experience, 
Indeed  their  principle,  if  you  observe  it  with  and  an  increasing  public  strength  and  national 
any  attention,  goes  much  further  than  to  an  prosperity.     They  despise  experience  as  the 
alteration  in  the  election  of  the  house  of  com-  wisdom  of  unlettered  men ;  and  as  for  the  rest, 
mons ;  for,  if  popular  representation,  or  choice,  they  have  wrought  under-ground  a  mine  that 
is  necessary  to  the  legitimacy  of  all  govern-  will  blow  up  at  one  grand  explosion  all  cxain- 
roent,  the  house  of  lords  is,  at  one  stroke,  has-  pies  of  antiquity,  all  precedents,  charters,  and 
tardized  and  corrupted  in  blood.    That  house  acts  of  parliament.    They  have  "the  rights 
is  no  representative  of  the  people  at  all,  even  of  men."     Against  these  there  can  be  do 
in  "semblance  or  in  form.*'     The  case  of  the  prescription;  against  these   no  ailment  is 
crown  is  altogether  as  bad.    In  vain  the  crown  binding :   these  admit  no  temperament,  and 
may  endeavour  to  screen  itself  against  these  no  compromise :  any  thing  withheU  from  their 
gentlemen  by  the  authority  of  the  establishment  full  demand  is  so  much  of  fraud  and  infuftioe. 
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Against  those  their  rights  of  men  let  no  go-  If  civil  society  be  the  ofispring  of  conveniioD, 
▼emment  look  for  security  in  the  length  of  its  that  convention  must  be  its  law.  That  con- 
continuance,  or  in  the  justice  and  lenity  of  .  vention  must  limit  and  modify  all  the  descrip* 
its  administration.  The  objections  of  Uiese  tions  of  constitution  which  are  formed  undei 
q>eculatists,  if  its  forms  do  not  quadrate  it.  Every  SOTt  of  legislature,  judicial,  or  ex> 
with  their  theories,  are  as  valid  against  such  ecutory  power,  are  its  creatures.  They  can 
an  old  and  beneficent  government  as  against  have  no  being  in  any  other  state  of  things;  and 
the  most  violent  tyranny,  or  the  greenest  how  can  any  man  claim,  under  the  conventions 
usurpation.  They  are  always  at  issue  with  of  civil  society,  rights  which  do  not  so  much  at 
governments,  not  on  a  question  of  abuse,  but  suppose  its  existence  ?  Rights  which  are 
a  question  of  competency,  and  a  question  of  absolutely  repugnant  to  it  ?  One  of  the  first 
title.  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  Uie  clumsy  motives  to  civil  society,  and  which  becomes 
subtilty  of  their  political  metaphysics.  Let  one  of  its  fundamental  rules,  is,  that  no  man 
them  be  tiieir  amusement  in  the  schools.—  should  be  judge  in  his  own  catise.  'By  this 
"  Ilia  ae  jactai  in  anda — JEUus,  et  clauso  ven^  eadi  person  has  at  once  divested  himself  of 
torum  carcere  regnet" — But  let  them  not  break  the  first  fundamental  right  of  uncovenanted 
prison  to  burst  like  a  Levanter^  to  sweep  the  man,  that  is,  to  judge  for  himself,  and  to  assert 
earth  with  their  hurricane,  and  to  break  up  the  his  own  cause.  He  abdicates  all  right  to  be 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  to  overwhelm  us.  his  own  govemoiir.  He  inclusively,  in  a  great 
Far  am  I  from  denying  in  theory ;  full  as  measure  abandons  the  right  of  self>defence| 
fiu*  is  my  heart  from  witMiolding  in  practice  the  first  law  of  nature.  Men  cannot  enjoy  the 
(if  I  were  of  power  to  give  or  to  withhold)  rights  of  an  uncivil  and  of  a  civil  state  tog^ 
the  real  rights  of  men.  In  denying  their  false  ther.  That  he  may  obtain  justice,  he  gives 
claims  of  right,  I  do  not  mean  to  injure  those  up  his  right  of  determining,  what  it  is  in  points 
which  are  real,  and  are  such  as  their  pretended  the  most  essential  to  him.  That  he  may  se 
rights  would  totally  destroy.  If  civil  society  cure  some  liberty,  he  makes  a  surrender  ir 
be  made  for  the  advantage  of  man,  all  the  ad-  trust  of  the  whole  of  it. 
vantages  for  which  it  is  made  become  his  right.  Government  is  not  made  in  virtue  of  natural 
It  is  an  institution  of  beneficence ;  and  law  it-  rights,  which  may  and  do  exist  in  total  inde- 
self  is  only  beneficence  acting  by  a  rule.  Men  pendence  of  it;  and  exist  in  much  greater 
have  a  ri^t  to  live  by  that  rule ;  they  have  a  clearness,  and  in  a  much  greater  degree  of 
right  to  do  justice ;  as  between  their  fellows,  abstract  perfection :  but  their  abstract  perfeo- 
whether  their  fellows  are  in  politic  function  or  tion  is  their  practical  defect.  By  having  a 
in  ordinary  occupation.  They  have  a  right  to  right  to  every  thing  they  want  every  thing, 
the  fruits  of  their  industry ;  and  to  the  means  Government  is  a  contrivance  of  human  wis- 
of  making  their  industry  fruitful.  They  have  dom  to  provide  for  human  wants.  Men  have 
a  ri^t  to  the  acquisitions  d*  their  parents;  to  a  right  Uiat  these  wants  should  be  provided  for 
the  nourishment  and  improvement  of  their  ofi-  by  this  wisdom.  Among  these  wants  is  to  l>e 
spring ;  to  instruction  in  life,  and  to  conso-  reckoned  the  want,  out  of  civil  society,  d"  a 
lation  in  death.  Whatever  each  man  can  sufiicient  restraint  upon  their  passions.  Soci* 
separately  do,  without  trespassing  upon  others,  ety  requires  not  only  that  the  passions  of  indi- 
he  has  a  right  to  do  for  himself;  and  he  has  a  viduals  should  be  subjected,  but  that  even  in 
right  to  a  fair  portion  of  all  which  society,  with  the  mass  and  body  as  well  as  in  the  individuals, 
all  its  combinations  of  skill  and  force,  can  do  in  the  inclinations  of  men  should  frequently  be 
his  favour.  In  this  partnership  all  men  have  thwarted,  their  will  controuled,  and  their  pas- 
equal  rights;  but  not  to  equal  things.  He  that  sions  brought  into  subjection.  This  can  only 
has  but  five  shillings  in  the  partnership,  has  as  be  done  by  a  power  out  qf  themsdves;  and  not, 
good  a  right  to  it,  as  he  that  has  five  hundred  in  the  exercise  of  its  function,  subject  to  that 
pounds  has  to  his  larger  proportion.  But  he  will  and  to  those  passions  which  it  is  its  ofillce 
has  not  a  right  to  an  equal  dividend  in  the  to  bridle  and  subdue.  In  this  sense  the  re- 
product  of  the  joint  stock ;  and  as  to  the  share  straints  on  men  as  well  as  their  liberties,  are 
of  power,  authority,  and  direction  which  each  to  be  reckoned  among  their  rights.  But  as 
individual  ought  to  have  in  the  management  of  the  liberties  and  the  restrictions  vary  with 
the  state,  that  I  must  deny  to  be  among  the  times  and  circumstances,  and  admit  of  infinite 
direct  original  ri^s  of  man  in  civil  society ;  modifications,  they  cannot  be  settled  upon  any 
foff  I  have  in  my  contemplation  the  civil  social  abstract  rule ;  and  nothing  is  so  foolish  as  to 
man,  and  no  other.  It  is  a  thing  to  be  settled  discuss  them  upon  that  principle. 
by  conventioa.  "  The  m(»nent  you  abieite  any  thing  firom  the 
Vol.  I.— 31 
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idH  rights  of  men,  each  to  govern  himself,  and  tions,  that  it  becomes  absord  to  talk  of  thflB 
suffer  anj  artificial  positive  limitation  upon  as  if  thej  oootinued  in  the  simplicity  of  their 
those  rights,  from  that  moment  the  whole  or-  original  direction.  The  nature  of  man  is  in- 
ganizatioD  of  government  becomes  a  conside-  tricate ;  the  objects  of  socie^  are  of  the  greatest 
ration  of  convenience.  This  it  is  which  makes  possible  complexity:  and  therefore  no  simple 
die  constitution  of  a  state,  and  the  due  distri-  disposition  or  directioa  of  poww  can  be  suitable 
bution  of  its  powers,  a  matter  of  the  most  either  to  man's  nature,  or  to  the  quality  of  kii 
delicate  and  complicated  skill.  It  requires  a  affiiirs.  When  I  hear  the  simplici^  of  coo- 
deep  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  human  triranee  aimed  at  and  boasted  of  in  amr  new 
necessities,  ami  of  the  things  which  facilitate  political  constitutions,  I  am  atno  loss  todecide 
or  obstruct  the  various  ends  which  are  to  be  that  tho  artificers  are  grosirij  ignorant  of  timr 
pursued  bj  the  mechanism  of  civil  institutions,  trade,  or  totally  negligent  of  tlwir  duty.  The 
The  state  is  to  have  recruits  to  its  strength,  simple  governments  are  fundamentally  de- 
and  remedies  to  its  distempers.  What  is  the  fective,  to  say  no  worse  of  them.  If  you  were 
use  of  discussing  a  man's  abstract  ri^t  to  food  to  contemplate  society  in  but  one  point  of 
or  medicine?  The  question  is  upon  the  view,  all  these  simple  noodes  of  polity  are 
method  of  procuring  and  administering  them,  infinitely  captivating.  In  ^ect  each  would 
In  that  deliberation  I  shall  always  advise  to  answer  its  single  end  nnich  m<ne  perfectly 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  fiumer  and  the  phy-  than  the  more  complex  is  able  to  attain  all  its 
■ician,  rather  than  the  professor  of  metaphy-  complex  purposes.  But  it  is  better  that  the 
■ics.  whole  should  be  imperfectly  and  anomakmsly 

The  science  of  constructing  a  common-  answered,  than  that,  while  some  parts  are 

wealth,  or  renovating  it,  or  reforaiing  it,  is,  like  provided  for  with  great  exactness,  others  might 

every  other  experimental  science,  not  to  be  be  totally  neglected,  or  perhaps  materially  iiH 
taught  A  tniori.  Nor  is  it  a  short  experience  jured,  by  the  over-care  of  a  fovourite  member, 
diat  can  mstruct  us  in  that  practical  science ;         The  pretended  rights  of  these  theorists  are 

because  the  real  effects  of  moral  causes  are  all  extremes ;  and  in  proporticm  as  they  are 

not  always  immediate ;  but  that  which  in  the  metaphysically  true,  diey  are  morally  and  p(v 

first  instance  is  prejudicial  may  be  excellent  in  litically  false.    The  ri^ts  of  men  are  in  a 

its  remoter  operation ;  and  its  excellence  may  sort  of  middle,  incapable  of  definiticm,  but  not 

arise  even  from  the  ill  effects  it  produces  in  impossible  to  be  discerned.     The  rights  of 

the  beginniQg.     The  reverse  also  happens;  men  in  governments  are  their  advantages;  and 

and  very  plausible  schemes,  with  very  pleasing  these  are  often  in  balances  between  differences 

commencements,  have  often  shameflil  and  laF>  of  good ;  in  compromises  sometimes  betweoi 

mentable  exclusions.     In  states  there  are  good  and  evil,  and  sometimes  between  evil  and 

often  some  obscure  and  almost  latent  causes,  evil.  Political  reascm  is  a  computing  principle; 

tilings  which  appear  at  first  view  of  little  mo-  adding,  substracting,  multiplying,  and  dividing, 

ment,  on  which  a  very  great  part  of  its  pros-  morally  and  not  metaphysi<»Jly  or  mathemati 

perity  or  adversity  may  most  essentially  de-  cally,  true  moral  denominations, 
pend.     The   science   of   government   being        By  these  theorists  the  right  of  the  pei^  is 

dierefore  so  practical  in  itself,  and  intended  for  almost  always  sophistically  confounded  with 

such  practical  purposes,  a  matter  which  re-  their  power.    The  body  of  the  communitjr, 

qinres  experience,  and  even  more  experience  whenever  it  can  come  to  act,  can  meet  widi 

tiian  any  person  can  gain  in  his  whole  life,  no  effectual  resistance;   but  till  power  and 

however  sagacious  and  observing  he  may  be,  right  are  the  same,  the  whole  body  of  them 

it  is  with  infinite  caution  that  any  man  ought  has  no  right  inc(Misistent  with  virtue,  and  the 

to  venture  up6n  pulling  down  an  edifice,  which  first  of  all  virtues,  prudence.     Mm  have  no 

has  answered  in  any  tolerable  degree  tor  ages  right  to  what  is  not  reasonable,  and  to  what  is 

the  common  purposes  of  society,  or  <m  buil-  not  for  their  benefit;  for  though  a  pleasant 

ding  it  up  again,  without  having  models  and  writer  said,  Lioeat,  perire  poiHa,  when  one  of 

patterns  of  approved  utility  before  his  eyes.  them,  in  cold  blood,  is  said  to  have  leaped  into 

These  metaphysic  rights  entering  into  com-  the  flames  of  a  volcanic  revolution,  ArdenteM 

mon  life,  like  rays  of  light  which  pierce  into  a  Jrigidus  JEltnam.  umlvU,  I  consider  such  t 

dense  medium,  are,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  re-  tcoVic  rather  as  an  unjustiifiable  poetic  licence, 

fiacted  fi^m  their  straight  line.    Indeed  in  the  than  as  one  of  the  franchises  of  PamassQi; 

gross  and  complicated  mass  of  human  passions  and  whether  he  were  poet  or  divine,  or  politi- 

•nd  concerns,  the  primitive  rights  of  men  un-  cian,  that  chose  to  exercise  this  kind  of  righl| 

dsrgo  such  a  variety  of  refinctions  and  refleo-  I  think  that  more  wise,  because  more  chari- 
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taUe  thoughts  would  urge  me  rather  to  wfb  or  both,  eonstantlj  in  their  view.    When  that 

di«  man,  than  to  preserve  his  brazen  slippers  is  the  case,  they  are  always  bad  citizens,  and 

mm  the  monuments  of  his  My.  perfectly  unsure  connections.    For,  conside- 

The  kind  of  anniversary  sermons  to  which  ring  their  speculative  designs  as  of  in&iite 

a  great  part  of  what  I  write  refers,  if  men  are  value,  and  the  actual  arrangement  of  the  state 

not  duuned  out  of  their  present  course,  in  com-  as  of  no  estimation,  they  are  at  best  indifferent 

memorating  the  &ct,  will  cheat  many  out  of  about  it.    They  see  no  merit  in  the  good,  and 

the  principles,  and  deprive  them  of  the  bene-  no  fault  in  the  vicious  management  of  public 

fits  of  the  revolution  they  commemorate.     I  affairB ;  they  rather  rejoice  in  the  latter,  at 

ooofess  to  you.  Sir,  I  never  liked  this  continual  more  propitious  to  revolution.    They  see  no 

talk  of  resistance  and  rescJuti(xi,  or  the  (Mrac-  merit  or  demerit  in  any  man,  or  any  actiooy 

tice  of  making  the  extreme  UMxiicine  of  the  or  any  political  principle,  any  further  than  at 

coostitutiiNi  its  daily  bread.    It  renders  the  they  may  forward  or  retard  their  design  of 

habit  of  society  dangerously  valetudinary :  it  change :  they  therefore  take  up,  one  day,  the 

is  taking  periodical  doses  of  mercury  subli-  most  violent  and  stretched  prerogative,  and 

mate,  and  swallowing  down  repeated  provoca-  another  time  the  wildest  democratic  ideas  of 

tives  of  cantbarides  to  our  bve  of  liberty.  freedom,  and  pass  from  the  one  to  the  other 

This  distemper  of  remedy,  grown  habitual,  without  any  sort  of  regard  to  cause,  to  person, 

rdkzes  and  wears  out,  by  a  vulgar  and  pros-  or  to  party. 

tituted  use,  the  spring  of  that  spirit  which  is  In  France  you  are  now  in  the  crisis  of  a 
to  be  exerted  on  great  occasions.  It  was  in  revolution,  and  in  the  transit  from  one  form  of 
the  most  patient  period  of  Roman  servitude  government  to  another^— you  cannot  see  that 
that  themes  of  tyrannicide  made  the  ordinary  character  of  men  exactly  in  the  same  situation 
exercise  of  boys  at  school— cum  perimii  $avo»  in  which  we  see  it  in  this  country.  With  us 
olosfu  numerota  tyrannoi.  In  the  ordinary  it  is  militant;  with  you  it  is  triumphant ;  and 
state  of  things,  it  produces  in  a  country  like  you  know  how  it  can  act  when  its  power  ia 
ours  the  worst  effects,  even  on  the  cause  of  commensurate  to  its  will.  I  would  not  be  sup- 
that  liberty  which  it  abuses  with  the  dissolute-  posed  to  confine  those  observations  to  any  de- 
ness  of  an  extravagant  speculation.  Almost  scription  of  men,  or  to  comprehend  all  men 
all  the  high-bred  republicans  of  my  time  have,  of  any  description  within  them — ^No !  far  fi'oro 
after  a  short  space,  beccnne  the  most  decided,  it.  I  am  as  incapable  of  that  injustice,  as  lam 
thorough-paced  courtiers ;  they  soon  leil  the  of  keeping  terms  with  those  who  profess  prin- 
business  of  a  tedious,  moderate,  but  practical  ciples  of  extremes;  and  who,  under  the  name 
resistance,  to  those  of  us  whom,  in  the  pride  of  religion,  teach  little  else  than  wild  and  dan- 
and  intoxication  of  their  theories,  they  have  gerous  politics.  The  worst  of  these  politics 
slighted  as  not  much  better  than  tcnies.  Hy-  of  revolution  is  this :  they  temper  and  harden 
pocrisy,  of  course,  delights  in  the  most  sublime  the  breast,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for  the  despe- 
qieculations;  for,  never  intending  to  go  beyond  rate  strokes  which  are  sometimes  used  in 
speculation,  it  costs  nothing  to  have  it  magni-  extreme  occasions.  But  as  these  occasions 
ficoat.  But  even  in  cases  where  rather  levity  may  never  arrive,  the  mind  receives  a  gratu- 
than  fraud  was  to  be  suspected  in  these  ran-  itous  taint ;  and  the  moral  sentiments  suffer 
ting  speculations,  the  issue  has  been  much  the  not  a  little,  when  no  political  purpose  is  served 
same.  These  professors,  finding  their  extreme  by  the  depravation.  This  sort  of  people  are 
principles  not  applicable  to  cases  which  call  so  taken  up  with  their  theories  about  the  rights 
only  fbr  a  qualified,  or,  as  I  may  say,  civil,  and  of  man,  that  they  have  totally  forgot  his  na- 
legal  resistance,  in  such  cases  employ  no  re-  ture.  Without  opening  one  new  avenue  to 
sistance  at  all.  It  is  with  them  a  war  or  a  the  understanding,  they  have  succeeded  in 
revolution,  or  it  is  nothing.  Finding  their  stopping  up  those  that  lead  to  the  heart.  They 
schemes  of  politics  not  adapted  to  the  state  of  have  perverted  in  themselves,  and  in  those  that 
tne  world  in  which  they  live,  they  often  come  attend  to  tliem,  all  the  well-placed  sympathies 
to  think  lightly  of  all  public  principle ;  and  are  of  the  human  breast. 

ready,  on  their  part,  to  abandon  fbr  a  very  This  famous  sermon  of  the  Old   Jewry 

trivial  interest  what  they  find  oS  very  trivitd  breathes  nothing  but  this  spirit  through  all  the 

value.    Some  indeed  are  of  more  steady  and  political  part.    Plots,  massacres,  assassina- 

persevering  natures;  but  these  are  eager  poll-  tions,  seem  to  some  people  a  trivial  price  f(V 

ticianB  out  of  parliament,  who  have  little  to  obtaining  a  revolution.    A  cheap,   bloodless 

tenqit  diem  to  abandon  their  favourite  projects,  reformation,  a  guiltless  liberty,  appear  flat  and 

They  have  some  change  in  the  church  or  state,  vapid  to  their  taste.    There  must  be  a  great 
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dttB««  of  acme :  th«r«  moR  be  a  ma^ifienit  ten,  nonriwHing  a  long  l^sfer  at  dw  rayil 

■lapi  HTer*.:  tfirre  must  be  a  ^rand  >pecucSe  chapel  ai  Wkitdnfl,  (be  had  r^rj  trinniphantFr 

Co  rM«e  'he  imarina'Kn.  gro-:ni  torpid  wi*h  chosen  his  p'-ace.)  said,  "I  hsTe  prajed  ud 

dN»  UzT  enjorrnrnt  cf  ftiitv  yean  securirr.  tad  preached  these  twcoly  jean :  and  nom  I  taaj 

the  still  unanimaling  reporc  of  public  pnMpe-  aaj  with  old  SnneoB,  Zjard,  mmo  UUtM  dm 

ritv.    The   pfracher  found  them   all    in   the  tfgr  aervarf  d^vt  m  ^caer,  jm-  nine  9a  Asw 

French  rerolution.     This  in^ires  a  jurenile  aecm  fly  aafaiboit.'**     Peters  had  not  the firnili 

waiToth  through  hu  wLo!e  frame.    His  eothu-  of  his  prajer ;  fcr  he  neither  departed  so  sooa 

siasm  kindles  as  he  advances :  and  when  he  as  he  wished,  nor  in  peace.    He  became  (what 

arrives  at  his  peroration,  it  is  in  a  fiill  blaze.  I  heartihr  hope  noDe  of  his  foUotrera  aaay  be 

Thro  Tiewiog,  from  the  Pisgah  of  his  pulpit,  in  this  coaatrr)  hinaelf  a  aacrifioe  lo  the  tri- 

Ihe  tne,  moral,  happj,  fiourbhing,  and  fk>-  nnph  which  be  led  as  pooftiff.     They  dealt  aC 

rious  state  of  France,  as  in  a  bird-eje  land-  the  restoratkm,  perhaps,  too  hanflj  with  this 

■cape  of  a  prr>mised  land,  he  breaks  out  into  poor  good  man.    Bat  we  owe  it  to  his  memoiy 

die  folloming  rapture:  and  his  sufferings,  that  be  had  as  moth  illiH 

"  What  an  ereniful  period  is  this !    I  am  minatioo,  and  as  much  zeal,  and  had  as  efie^ 

diaaJ^ul  that  I  have  lived  to  it ;  I  could  almost  tuallj  undermined  all  fibe  mpawbiitm  mmitmmr 

my t  Lord,  n4iw  Uttett  thou  thy  tervatUdepartin  whidi  might  impede  the  great  business  he  was 

peace,  ybr  miru  eyei  have  $een  thy  so/oafum. —  engaged  in,  as  anj  who  fellow  and  repeat  after 

I  have  lived  to  see  a  diffUaion  of  knowledge,  him,  in  this  age,  which  would  assume  to  itself 

which  has  undermined  superatition  and  crrour.  an  ezclusiTe  tkle  to  the  knovi^edge  of  the  rights 

—I  have  lived  to  see  <^  righU  of  men  better  of  men,  and  all  die  glorious  conseqoenoes  cf 

onderstood  than  ever ;  and  nations  panting  for  that  knosdedge. 

liberty  which  seemed  to  have  lost  the  idea  of         AAer  this  sally  of  the  preacher  of  the  Old 

it. — I  have  lived  to  see  tfuriy  miUionM  ofpeapUy  lewrjf  which  differs  only  in  place  and  time, 

indignant  and  resolute,  spuming  at  slavery,  and  but  agrees  perfectly  with  the  ^irit  and  letter 

demanding  liberty  with  an  irresistible  voice,  of  the  rapture  of  1648,  the  revolution  society, 

Thtir  king  led  in  triumph,  and  an  arbitrcay  the  fabricators  of  governments,  the  heroic  band 

monareh  turrendering  kmutf  to  hit  9ubfeet$."*  oteaJueren  of  swRordbs,  doctors  of  sovereigns, 

3efore  I  proceed  further,  I  have  to  remaric,  and  leaders  of  kings  in  triumph,  strutting  with 
that  Dr.  Price  seems  rather  to  overvalue  the  a  proud  consciousness  of  the  diffusion  of 
great  acquisitions  of  light  which  he  has  ob-  knowledge,  of  which  every  member  bad  ob> 
tained  and  diffused  in  this  age.  The  last  cen-  tained  so  large  a  share  in  the  donative,  were 
tury  appears  to  me  to  have  been  quite  as  much  in  haste  to  make  a  generous  diffusion  of  the 
•nlightened.  It  had,  though  in  a  different  knowledge  they  had  thus  gratuitously  received, 
place,  a  triumph  as  memorable  as  that  of  Dr.  To  make  this  bountiful  communication,  they 
Price ;  and  some  of  the  great  preachers  of  that  adjourned  from  the  chiut^  in  the  Old  Jewry, 
period  partook  of  it  as  eagerly  as  he  has  done  to  the  London  Tavern;  where  the  same  £Hr. 
in  the  triumph  of  France.  On  the  trial  of  the  Price,  in  whom  the  (umes  of  his  oracular 
Rev.  Hugh  Peters  for  high  treason,  it  was  tripod  were  not  entirely  evaporated,  moved 
deposed,  that  when  King  Charles  was  brought  and  carried  the  resolution,  or  address  of  con- 
to  London  for  his  trial,  the  Apostle  of  Liber^r  gratulation,  transmitted  by  Lord  Stanhope  to 
in  that  day  conducted  the  triumph,  *<  I  saw,"  the  national  assembly  of  France. 
■ays  the  witness,  "  his  majesty  in  the  coach  I  find  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  proAning 
with  six  horses,  and  Peters  riding  before  the  the  beautiful  and  prophetic  ejaculation,  com- 
bing triunqihing.  *  Dr.  Price,  when  he  talks  monly  called  "  nunc  dimittist**  made  00  the 
as  if  he  had  made  a  discovery,  only  follows  a  first  presentation  of  our  Saviour  in  the  temple, 
precedent ;  for,  afler  the  commencement  of  the  and  applying  it,  with  an  inhuman  and  unna- 
king's  trial,  this  precursor,  the  same  Dr.  Po-  tural  rapture  to  the  most  horrid,  atrocious,  and 

afflicting  spectacle  that  perhaps  ever  was  ex- 

*  Another  of  these  reverend  gentlemen,  who  hibitedto  the  pity  and  indignation  of  nnuikind. 

was  witness  to  some  of  the  spectacles  which  This  "  leading  in  triumph"  a  thing  m  its 

m^by  MteonqueHng  su6/eel«is  one  of  those  ^^  preacher  with  such  unhallowed  transports, 

•ppaarancssofgrandeur  which  «>e]dom  rise  In  the  must  shodc,  I  believe,  the  moral   taste  of 

'  l?25*J®'"^J'™*?.'f^"'"»  'PlTy*^*l?  ^"'i"*  '*»•  every  well-bom  mind.    Several  English  were 
MMlndar  of  my  lift,  I  shall  think  of  with  won-  '  ^ 

to  uid  graiUieatlon."    These  gentlemen  agree 

MiffllMiPlTin  tbetr  fteUnge.  *  State  Trials,  vol.  U.  p.  M0,a8t. 
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the  stopified  and  indignant  spectators  of  that  whom  Cataline  would  be  thought  scrupuloua, 

triumph.      It    was    (unless    we  have   been  and  Cethegus  a  man  of  sobriety  and  modera- 

strangely  deceived)  a  spectacle  more  resem-  tion.     Nor  is  it  in  these  clubs  alone   that 

Uing  a  processicm  of  American  savages,  en-  public  measures  are  deformed  into  monsten, 

tering  into  On(»idaga,  afler  some  of  their  They  undergo  a  previous  distortion  in  acade- 

murders  called  victories,  and  leading  into  ho-  mies,   intended  as  so  many   seminaries  for 

▼els  hung  round  with  scalps,  their  captives  these  clubs,  which  are  set  up  in  all  the  places 

overpowered  with  the  scoffs   and  buffets  of  of  public  resort.     In  these  meetings  <^  all 

women   as    ferocious   as   themselves,   much  sorts,  every  counsel,  in  proportion  as  it  is 

more  than  it  resembled  the  triumphal   pomp  daring,  and  vi(^ent,  and  peiiSdious,  is  taken 

of  a  civilized  martial  nation ; — if  a  civilized  for  the  mark  of  superiour  genius.    Humanity 

nation,  or  any  men  who  had  a  sense  of  gene-  and  compassion  are  ridiculed  as  the  fruits  of 

rosity,  were  capable  of  a  personal  triumph  supo^ition  and  ignorance.     Tenderness  to 

over  the  fallen  and  afflicted.  individuals  is  considered  as  treason   to  the 

Thb,  my  dear  Sir,  was  not  the  triumph  of  public.     Liberty  is  always  to  be  estimated 

France.    I  must  believe  that,  as  a  nation,  it  perfect    as    prc^>erty  is  rendered    insecure, 

overwhelmed  you  with  shame  and  borrour.  Amid  assassination,  massacre,    and   confis- 

I  must  believe  that  the  national  assembly  find  cation,  perpetrated  or  meditated,  they  ai« 
themselves  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  humilia-  forming  plans  for  the  good  order  of  future 
tion  in  not  being  able  to  punish  the  authors  society.  Embracing  in  their  arms  the  car- 
of  this  triumph,  or  the  actors  in  it ;  and  that  cases  of  base  criminals,  and  promoting  their 
they  are  in  a  situation  in  which  any  inquiry  relations  on  the  title  <^  their  offences,  they 
they  may  make  upon  the  subject,  must  be  des-  drive  hundreds  of  virtuous  perstms  to  the  sanw 
titute  even  of  the  appearance  of  liberty  or  im-  end,  by  forcing  them  to  subsist  by  beggary  or 
partiality.    The  apology  of  that  assembly  is  by  crime. 

found  in  their  situaticm ;  but  when  we  approve  The  assembly,  their  organ,  acts  before 
what  they  must  bear,  it  is  in  us  the  degenerate  them  the  farce  of  deliberation  with  as  litde 
choice  of  a  vitiated  mind.  decency  as  liberty.  They  act  like  the  como- 
With  a  compelled  appearance  of  delibera-  dians  of  a  fair  before  a  riotous  audience ;  they 
tion,  they  vote  under  the  dominicNi  of  a  stem  act  amid  the  tumultuous  cries  of  a  mixed 
necessity.  They  fit  in  the  heart,  as  it  were,  mob  of  ferocious  men,  and  of  women  lost  to 
of  a  foreign  republic:  they  have  their  resi-  shame,  who,  according  to  their  insolent  fan- 
dence  in  a  city  whose  constitution  has  ema-  cies,  direct,  controul,  applaud,  explode  them; 
nated  neither  from  the  charter  <^  their  king  and  sometimes  mix  and  take  their  seats  among 
nor  finom  their  legislative  power.  There  they  them ;  domineering  over  them  with  a  strange 
are  surrounded  by  an  army  not  raised  either  mixture  of  servile  petulance  and  proud  pre- 
by  the  authority  of  their  crown,  or  by  their  sumptuous  authority.  As  they  have  inverted 
command ;  and  whidi,  if  they  should  order  to  order  in  all  things,  the  gallery  is  in  the  place 
dissohre  itself,  wouM  instantly  dissolve  them,  of  the  house.  This  assembly,  which*  over- 
There  they  sit,  afbr  a  gang  of  assassins  had  throws  kings  and  kingdcxns,  has  not  even  the 
driven  away  some  hundreds  of  the  members ;  physiognomy  and  aspect  of  a  grave  legislative 
wdiilst  those  who  held  the  same  moderate  body — nee  color  imperii^  nee  Jrone  erat  uUa 
principles,  with  nuMre  patience  or  better  hope,  senatua.  They  have  a  power  given  to  them, 
continued  every  day  exposed  to  outrageous  like  that  of  the  evil  principle,  to  subvert  and 
insults  and  murderous  threats.  There  a  ma-  destroy  ;  but  none  to  construct,  except  such 
jority,  sometimes  real,  sometimes  pretended,  machines  as  may  be  fitted  for  further  subver- 
captive  itself,  compels  a  captive  king  to  issue  sion  and  further  destruction, 
as  royal  edicts,  at  third  hand,  the  polluted  Who  is  it  that  admires,  and  from  the  heart 
DonsMose  of  their  most  licentious-  and  giddy  is  attached  to  national  representative  assem- 
ooffee-houses.  It  is  notorious,  that  all  their  blies,  but  must  turn  with  horrour  and  disgust 
measures  are  decided  before  they  are  debated,  from  such  a  profane  burlesque,  and  abomi- 

II  is  beyond  doubt,  that  under  tiie  terrour  of  naUe  perversion  of  that  sacred  institute  ? 
the  bayonet,  and  the  lamp-post,  and  the  torch  Covers  of  monarchy,  lovers  of  republics,  muat 
to  their  houses,  they  are  obliged  to  adopt  all  alike  abhor  it.  The  members  of  your  assembly 
die  crude  and  desperate  measures  suggested  mint  themselves  groan  under  the  tyranny  ot 
by  clubs  composed  of  a  monstrous  mc^Uey  of  which  they  have  all  the  shame,  none  of  tfi« 
all  oooditions,  tongues,  and  nations.  Among  direction,  and  little  of  the  profit.  lam  sure 
tkaat  are  Ibimd  persons,  in  eomparisoo  of  many  of  the  memben  who  compoM  eren  the 
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najoritj  of  that  body  must  feel  as  I  do,  not-  ■onally  sufiered.    It  is  a  topic  of  ooosoiatioQ 

withstanding  the  applauses  of  the  revolution  which  .oiir  ordinary  of  Newgate  would  be  too 

society.    Miserable  king !    miserable  assem«  humane  to  use  to  a  criminal  at  the  foot  of  the 

Uy  !  How  must  that  assembly  be  silently  scan-  gallows.    I  should  have  thought  that  the  bang- 

dalized  with   those   of  their  members,  who  man  of  Pftris,  now  that  he  is  liberalized  by  the 

could  call  a  day  which  seemed  to  Uot  the  sun  vote  of  the  national  assembly,  and  is  allowed 

out  of  heaven,  "un  beau  jour  P^*   How  must  his  rank  and  arms  in  the  herald*s  college  of 

they  be  inwardly  indignant  at  hearing  others,  the  rights  of  men,  would  be  too  generous,  too 

who  thought  fit  to  declare  to  them,  **  that  the  gallant  a  man,  too  fiill  <^  the  sense  of  his  otxi 

vessel  of  the  state  would  fly  forward  in  her  dignity,  to  empk)y  that  cutting  consolation  to 

course  towards  regeneration  widi  more  speed  any  of  the  persins  whom  the  lege  natian  aughi 

than  ever,"  from  die  stiff  gale  of  treason  and  bring  under  the  administration  of  his  exeat^ 

murder,  which  preceded  our  preacher's  tri-  power. 

VBoaph !  What  must  they  have  felt,  whilst,  with  A  roan  is  fallen  indeed,  when  he  is  thui 

outward  patience  and  inward  indignation,  they  flattered.    The  anodyne  draught  of  oblivion, 

heard  of  the  slaughter  of  innocent  gentlemen  thus  drugged,  is  well  calculated  to  preserve  a 

in  their  houses,  that "  the  blood  spilled  was  galling  wakefulness,  and  to  feed   the  living 

not  the  most  pure  T*  What  must  they  have  ulcer  a£  a  corroding  memory.     Thus  to  admi- 

felt,  when  they  were  besieged  by  complaints  nister  the  opiaXe  podon  of  amnes^,  powdered 

of  disorders  which  shook  their  country  to  its  with  all  the  ingredients  of  scorn  and  contempt, 

foundations,  at  being  compelled  coolly  to  tell  is  to  hold  to  his  lips,  instead  of  '^  the  bahn  of 

the  complainants,  that  they  were  under  the  pro-  hurt  minds,"  the  cup  of  human  misery  full  to 

tection  of  the  law,  and  that  they  would  address  the  brim,  and  to  force  him  to  drink  it  to  the 

tile  king  (the  captive  king)  to  cause  the  laws  dregs. 

to  be  enforced  for  their  protection ;  when  the  Yielding  to  reasons,  at  least  as  finvible  as 

enslaved  ministers  of  that  captive  king  had  those  whidi  w«e  so  delicately  urged  in  the 

formally  notified  to   them,  that    there  were  compliment  on  the  new  year,  the  king  of  France 

neither  law,  nor  authority,  nor  power  left  to  will  probably  endeavour  to  forget  these  events 

protect  ?    What  roust  they  have  felt  at  being  and  that  compliment    But  History,  who  keeps 

obliged,  as  a  felicitation  on  the  present  new  a  durable  record  of  all  our  acts,  aind  exercises 

year,  to  request  their  captive  king  to  forget  the  her  awful  censure  over  the  proceedings  of  all 

stormy  period  of  the  last,  on  account  of  the  sorts  of  sovereigns,  will  not  forget  either  those 

great  good  which  he  was  likely  to  produce  to  events,  or  the  era  of  this  liberal  refinement  in 

his  people ;    to  the  complete  attainment  of  the  intercourse  of  mankind.    History  will  re- 

which  good  they  adjourned  the  practical  de-  cord,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  October, 

monstrations  of  their  loyalty,  assuring  him  of  1789,  the  king  and  queen  of  France,  after  a 

their  obedience,  when  he  should  no  longer  pos-  day  of  c(Mifusion,  alarm,  dismay,  and  -slaugh- 

sess  any  authority  to  command  ?  ter,  lay  down,  under  the  pledged  securi^  of 

This  address  was  made  with  much  good-  public  faith,  to  indulge  nature  in  afow  hours  of 

nature  and  affection,  to  be  sure.    But  among  respite,  and  troubled  melancholy  r^)ose.  From 

the  revolutions  in  France  must  be  reckoned  a  this  sleep  the  queen  was  first  startled  by  the 

considerable  revolution  in  their  ideas  of  polite-  voice  of  the  centinel  at  her  door,  who  cried 

ness.    In  England  we  are  said  to  learn  man-  out  to  her,  to  save  herself  by  fli^t — that  this 

ners  at  second-hand  from  your  side  of  the  water,  was  the  last  proof  of  fidelity  he  could  give— 

and  that  we  dress  our  behaviour  in  tho  fi'ip-  that  they  were  upon  him,  and  he  was  dead, 

pery  of  France.    If  so,  we  are  still  in  the  old  Instantly  he  was  cut  down.    A  band  of  crud 

cut ;  and  have  not  so  far  conformed  to  the  new  ruffians  and  assassins,  reeking  with  his  Uood, 

Parisian  mode  of  good-breeding,  as  to  think  it  rushed  into  the  chamber  of  the  queen,  and 

quite  in  the  most  refined  strain  of  delicate  pierced  with  a  hundred  strokes  of  bayonets 

compliment  (whether  in  condolence  or  congra-  and  poniards  the  bed,  from  whence  this  perse- 

tulation)  to  say,  to  the  most  humiliated  crea-  cuted  woman  had  but  just  time  to  fly  almost 

ture  that  crawls  upon  the  earth,  that  great  mdced,  and  through  ways  unknown  to  the  mur- 

public  benefits  are  derived  from  the  murder  of  derers  had  escapol  to  seek  refuge  at  the  fert 

his  servants,  the  attempted  assassination  of  of  a  king  and  husband,  not  secure  of  his  own 

himself  and  of  his  wife,  and  the  mortification,  life  for  a  moment 

disgrace,  and  degradation,  that  he  has  per-  This  king,  to  say  no  more  of  him,  and  this 

«  queen,  and  iheir  infont  chikiren  (who  ones 

*  8th  of  October,  178B.  wouUl  liave  been  the  prids  and  hope  of  a  gratt 
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and  generous  people)  were  then  forced  to  stance  of  the  lo  Paean  <^  the  triumph,  the  uu« 
abandon  the  sanctuary  of  the  most  splendid  mating  cry  which  called  "for  all  the  BI- 
palace  in  the  world,  which  they  left  swimming  SHOPS  to  be  hanged  on  the  lamp-posts/''*' 
in  Uood,  polluted  by  massacre,  and  strewed  might  well  have  brought  forth  a  burst  of  en- 
with  scattered  limbs  and  mutilated  carcases,  thusiasm  on  the  foreseen  consequences  of  this 
Thence  they  were  conducted  into  the  capital  happy  day.  I  allow  to  so  much  enthusiasm 
of  dieir  kingdom.  Two  had  been  selected  some  little  deviation  from  prudence.  I  allow 
from  the  unprovoked,  unresisted,  promiscuous  this  prophet  to  break  forth  into  hymns  of  joy 
slaughter,  whfoh  was  made  of  the  gentlemen  and  thanksgiving  on  an  event  which  appears 
c^  birth  and  family  who  composed  the  king's  like  the  precursor  of  the  Millennium,  and  the 
body  guard.  These  two  gentlemen,  with  all  projected  fifth  monarchy,  in  the  destruction  of 
the  parade  of  an  execution  of  justice,  were  all  church  establishments.  There  was,  how- 
crueUy  and  publicly  dragged  to  the  block,  and  ever,  (as  in  all  human  affairs  there  is)  in  the 
beheaded  in  the  great  court  of  the  palace,  midst  of  this  joy  something  to  exercise  the 
Their  heads  were  stuck  upon  spears,  and  led  patience  of  these  worthy  gentlemen,  and  to  try 
the  procession ;  whilst  the  royal  captives  who  the  long  suffering  of  their  faith.  The  actual 
foUowed  in  the  train  were  slowly  moved  along,  murder  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  their  childi 
amid  the  horrid  yeUs,  and  shrilling  screams,  was  wanting  to  the  other  auspicious  circum- 
and  frantic  dances,  and  in&mous  contumelies,  stances  of  this  "  beaut^  deaf  J'  The  actual 
and  all  the  unutterable  abominations  of  the  murder  of  the  bishops,  though  called  for  by  so 
furies  of  heU,  in  the  abused  shape  of  the  vilest  many  holy  ejaculations,  was  also  wanting.  A 
of  women.  After  they  had  been  made  to  taste,  group  of  regicide  and  sacrilegious  slaughter, 
drop  by  drop,  more  than  the  bitterness  of  death,  was  indeed  boldly  sketdied,  but  it  was  only 
in  the  slow  torture  of  a  journey  of  twelve  miles,  sketched.  It  unhappily  was  left  unfinished,  ip 
protracted  to  six  hours,  they  were,  under  a  this  great  history-piece  of  the  massacre  of  in 
guard,  composed  of  those  very  soldiers  who  nocents.  What  hardy  pencil  of  a  great  mas- 
had  thus  conducted  them  through  this  famous  ter,  from  the  school  of  the  ri^its  of  men,  will 
triumph,  lodged  in  one  of  the  dd  palaces  of  finish  it,  is  to  be  seen  hereafter.  The  age  hat 
Paris,  now  converted  into  a  Bastile  for  kings,  not  yet  the  complete  benefit  of  that  diffu- 
Is  this  a  triumph  to  be  consecrated  at  altars  ?  sion  of  knowledge  that  has  undermined  super- 
to  be  commemorated  with  grateful  thanksgi-  stition  and  errour ;  and  the  king  of  France 
▼ing  ?  to  be  offered  to  the  divine  humanity  with  wants  another  object  or  two,  to  consign  to  obli- 
ferrent  prayer  and  enthusiastic  ejaculation  ?—  vion,  in  considerati<ni  of  all  the  good  which  is 
These  Theban  and  Thracian  orgies,  acted  in  to  arise  from  his  own  sufferings,  and  the  pa* 
France,  and  applauded  only  in  the  CM  Jewry,  triotic  crimes  o[  an  enlightened  age.f 
I  assure  you,  kindle  prophetic  enthusiasm  in 

the  minds  but  of  very  few  people  in  this  king-  «  tqus  les  Eveques  a  la  lanterns, 
dom ;  althoo^  a  saint  and  apostle,  who  may  f  It  is  proper  here  to  refer  to  a  letter  writtea 
have  revelations  of  his  own,  and  who  has  so  «Pon  this  subject  bv  an  eye-witnesa    That  eye- 
completely  vanquished  aU  the  mean  supersti-  '^'?T  ^'".«°«  ^i'****  Tk'  ^^oJ's^' ^^elligent, 

."*"*"/ V"^            ...        "rr,  .;    .  and  eloquent  members  of  the  national  assembly, 

tions  of  the  heart,  may  mcune  to  thmk  it  pious  one  of  the  most  active  and  zealous  reformers  of 

and  decorous  to  aui^Mure  it  with  the  entrance  the  state.    He  was  obliged  to  secede  from  the 

into  the  worW  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  pro-  assembly;  and  he  afterwards  became  a  volun- 

,  . .  .    .^  .   .„  t^^rA^  u„  «  „««^«.Ki-  -™  tary  ex  le,  on  account  of  the  horrours  of  this 

dauned  m  an  holy  temple  by  a  venerable  sage,  pj^^^  triumph,  and  the  dispositions  of  men, 

and  not  long  before  not  worse  announced  by  ^ho,  profiting  of  crimes,  if  not  causing  them, 

the  voice  of  angels  to  the  quiet  innocence  of  have  taken  the  lead  in  public  affiiirs. 

shepherds. 

At  first  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  fit  Ertraet  of  M.  dt  LaUyToUendat^B  Second 

of  unguarded  transport.    I  knew,  mdeed,  that  Letter  to  a  I^onO. 

the  si^rings  of  uKHiarchs  make  a  delicious  <*  Parlons  du  parti  que  j'ai  pris ;  il  est  bien 

repast  to  some  sort  of  palates.    There  were  justifie  dans  ma  conscience.— Ni  cette  ville  coo* 

Eon.  which  ough.  «^.  to  k«,p  to  ^H  Pf'^|„S  ,r Te"m7JS'«Srm.VTr; 

petite   withm  some   bounds  of  temperance.  ^^^  q^g  ^^^^  gt  le,  personnes  qui  pensent 

But  when  I  todc  one  circumstance  into  my  comme  vous,  ne  mecondamiient  pas. — Ma  san- 

consideration,  I  was  obliged  to  confess,  that  te,  je  vous  jure,  me  rendoit  mes  fonctlons  im- 

.  .ii,,^_«.«^  «„«k*  ♦«  Ki»  ma/i«  To*  th»  «»-'  possibles;  mais  memme  en  les  mettant  de  cote 

mochaUowaace  ought  to  be  made  for  the  so-  jj"^  ete-au-dessus  de  mes  forces  de  supports 

ciety,  and  that  the  temptation  was  too  strong  piQgiongtemsl'horreurquemecausoitcesang 

for  'common  discretion;  I  mean,  the  circum-  ~ces  tetes— cette  reiue preeque  egorgee,  ce  rol^ 
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AWMMigb  thb  work  of  oar  new  light  and  vpraog  iBodeni  figfat,  I  amfem  to  jm,  Sk, 

knowledire  did  DOC  fo  to  ibe  leofth  that  in  mil  that  the  exalted  rank  of  the  penou  aitfenBg, 

probability  it  was  intended  it  ■bould  be  carried;  and  partknlarlj  the  so,  the  heanty,  and  te 

vet  I  tmm  think  that  auch  treatment  of  any  amiable  ylities  of  the  dwrf  ■diiH  of  id  ttuj 

bnman  creatures  noet  be  shocking  to  any  bat  kings  and  emperaon,  with  the  lender  age  dt 

tltoee  who  are  mnde  fcr  aooomplijiing  rerolo-  royal  in&nts,  insensible  <mif  dmmgh  in&aey 

tions.     But  I  cannot  stop  here.     Influenced  and  innnrface  of  the  ontA  oirtrages  to  whkk 

by  the  inborn  feelings  of  my  natare,  and  not  their  paresis  were  fnposed,  instead  of  bdngi 

being  iDuminated  by  a  single  ray  of  thk  new-  subiect  of  exnitation,  adds  not  a  little  to  ay 

sensibility  on  that  most  ■wiaacholy  nrrasinn. 
~ameoe  eecfove,— entrant  a  Paris,  ao  oiilien        I  hear  that  the  angosc  penon,  who  was  tfo 

de  ses  asoassins,  et  precede  des  tetes  de  ses  principal  olnect  of  cor  picnthci^  trionnbi 

malheureux,  «*'dei|-Hce«  perlWes  J"^'"*.  Aougb  he  sapported  himself,  felt  moch  on  thit 

ces  asssMins,  ces  femmes  cannibales,  ce  cri  de  "jT^^j  JV??'  a  :*  i u- 

Tous  LEs  svsairu  A  LA  LAirmuni,  daos  le  aharoefiH  occasion.    As  a  man,  it  becaaM  hv 


moment  ou  le  roi  encre,  sa  capitale  arec  denx     to  feel  for  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  the 
eveuuei  de  s  •!)  cnQseil  dans  sa  voiture — un  coup     ^thliil  guards  of  his  peraoo,  tl^f 


d«  /u#i7,  (|ue  j-ai  ;u  tjrer  dans  un  det  caroMtM  ^^  •    ^^  y^  ^^^  Imn :   as  a  prinoe 

de  la  reine—VL  Bailly  appellant  ccia  un  beau  Tt^       ^  ^^.^iV_     l     ^     *^     j 

>our— Peeeemblee  ayant  declare  froMement  le  it  became  hui  to  feel  fcr  the  strange  and 

matin,  qoMl  n'etok  pas  de  ea  dkoite  dialler  frightful  transformation  of  his  cmlixed  sob- 

t  >uie  entiere  environner  le  roi— M.   Mirabeau  jects,  and  to  be  more  grieved  for  them,  tfaaa 

cour.-e,  8»elanceroh  arec  plus  de  raphltie  que  his  fortitude,  while  it  adds  infinitely  to  the 

Jamais  vers  sa  reffeneratioD— M.  Barnare,  riant  honour  of  his  humanity.     I  am  very  sony  to 

arec  lui,  quand  des  flou  de  ean«  coulolent  au-  ^j  u  y^rj  sorry  hideed,  that  such  personages 

tour  de  nuua — le  rertueuz  Mounier*  echappant  _i  .     ^  JLw.*;^  ;-  »k^a.  u  :.  --Ii.--,-!?— 

par  miracle  a  ringt  aasassins,  qui  avolcni  {^u-  ?«  «»  a  situation  in  whK*  it  is  not  becoming 

Vi  faire  de  sa  tete  an  tnmhee  de  plus :  Voila  ce  in  us  to  praise  the  yirtues  of  the  great. 

qui  roe  fit  Jurer  de  ne  plus  mettre  ie  pled  dana  I  hear,  and  I  rej<Mce  to  hear,  that  the  great 

eette  rmrne  dr ^ntropophagea  f the  national  i^jy  ^  <„her  oWect  of  the  trramph,  has  bona 

asMmbly]  ou  je  n'arois  plus  de  force  d*eleTer  ,k.»  j.»  l^s,^  ;.  ;»».*.^^  tk.t  iJL..  .^a. 

la  Toix,  iepuiV  six  semalnes  je  I'avois  eleree  ^^  ^  >«»  »  *°'**^  ™f  '*?^  ™ 

an  rain.  for  aunering  sboufcl  suffer  wdl)  and  that  she 

"  Moi,  Mounier,  et  tous  les  honnetes  gens,  ont  bears  all  the  succeeding  days,  diat  she  bean 

pense  que  le  dernier  effort  a  faire  pour  le  bien  ^  imprisonment  of  her  husband,  and  her 

«oit  den  sortir.    Aucune  idee  de  crainte  ne  s'est     „»;^.„  ««j  •k-  ^mt;!.  ^u^^  cj^m^ju  .»i 

approchee  de  mol.  Je  it)ugin.l8  de  m'en  defendre.  own  captivity,  and  the  exile  of  her  friends,  and 

J'arois  encore  re^u  ear  la  route  de  la  part  de  ce  the  insulting  adulation  of  addresses,  and  the 

peuple,  moins  coupable  que  ceux   qui   I'ont  whole  weight  of  her  accumulated  wrongs,  with 

enlvre  de  fureur,  des  acclamalionsj  et  des  ap-  ^  serene  patience,  in  a  manner  suited  to  her 

plauuissementa,  dont  d'autres  auroient  ete  flat-     _  i       j  ^_  j  u..^..^: .u      as—  •      ^ 

les,  et  qui  m'ont  fall  fremir.    C»e8t  a  IMndima-  '««  *«!  ™<^'  ™  r?*!T*l  *®  .<>»pn»«,« 

lion,  c'cst  a  I'horreiir,  c'est  aux  convulsions  a  sovereign  distinguished  for  her  piety  and  her 

physiques,  qe  le  seul  aspect  du  sang  me  fait  courage ;   that,  like  her,  she  has  fofty  senti- 

eprouver  oue  j'ai  cede,    On  brave  un  seule  ^^^     that  she  feels  with   the  dignity  of  a 

mort :  on  la  brave  jdusieurs  fois,  quand  elle  „        '       .         .u  *  •    *u    i  _*    _!_r    -"L  _i- 

pern  etre  utile.    Mais  aucune  pnissanc* sous  le  Roman  matron ;  that  m  the  last  extremity  aha 

ciel,  mal4  aucune  opinion  publiqae  ou  pivee  will  save  herself  from  the  last  disgrace;  and 

n'ont  le  droit  de  roe  condamner  a  soaffnr  inu-  that,  if  she  must  feU,  she  will  fell  knr  no  ignoble 

tilement  mi  lie  suppiices  par  minute,  et  a  perir  v^mnA 

de  dese-tpoir,  de  rage,  au  milieu  des  triomphea  ./.            .  ^                     ^                   .       . 

du  crlmique  je  i?ai  pu  arreier.    lis  me  pros-  't  is  now  sixteen  or  seventeen  yeara  smoe  I 

ciront,  its  conJlaqueront  mea  bions.    Je  labou-  saw  the  queen  oS  France,  then  the  dauphiness, 

rerai  la  terre,  ec  je  ne  les  verrai  plus.   Voila  ma  at  Versailles ;  and  surely  never  lighted  on  thk 

Ir^^^'rarZr^xIT'^xt^lli'lVu^  nT^\l  ^^  '^'^^  ^  »»•«%  -««»«*  ^  tOUCh,  a  mOie 

la  larsser  cnpier ;  tant  pis  pour  ceux  qui  ne  la  ,  ..  ,   -  i     •  •          •/           l       •  _^     /         t 

comprendroni  pas ;   ce  ne  sera  aiors  moi  qui  delightful  vision.    I  saw  her  just  above  the 

aurok  eu  tort  de  la  leur  donner.'*  horizon,  decorating  and  cheering  the  elevated 

This  military  man  had  not  so  good  nenres  as     sphere  she  just  began  to  move  in^ ff1itterii« 

the  peaceable  gentleman  of  the  Old  Jewry—  jj^^  ^^  winang  •^;  fuU  of  lifo,^  miZ 

SeeMons.  Mounier's  narrative  of  these  transac-  j             vv^^^  "rj '    iT^      »«%»,«**  ^'^ 

tions;  a  man  also  of  honour  and  virtue,  and  «>ur,  and  joy.     Oh!  what  a  revolution!  and 

talents,  and  therelbre  a  fugitive.  what  an  heart  must  I  have,  to  contenq)lats 

without  emotion  that  elevation  and  that  fell ! 

to  live  in  exile,  though  one  of  the  firmest  asMr-  ▼oneration  to  thoae  of  enthusiasUc,  dislaat, 

tars  of  liberty.  reapectfol  love,  that  she  rfiookl  ever  bs  oUigad 
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to  carry  the  sharp  antidote  against  disgrace  drapery  of  life  is  to  be  rudely  torn  off.    All  the 

concealed  in  that  bosom ;  little  did  I  dreanii  superadded  ideas,  furnished  from  the  wardrobe 

tiiat  I  should  have  lived  to  see  such  disasters  of  a  moral  imagination,  which  the  heart  owns, 

(alien  upon  her  in  a  nation  of  gallant  men,  in  and  tho  understanding  ratifies,  as  necessary  to 

a  nation  of  men  of  honour  and  of  cavaliers.    I  cover  the  defects  of  our  naked  shivering  nature, 

thought  ten  thousand  swords  must  have  leaped  and  to  raise  it  to  dignity  in  our  own  estimation, 

from  their  scabbards  to  avenge  even  a  look  that  are  to  be  exploded  as  a  ridiculous,  absurd,  and 

threatened  her  with  insult.     But  the  age  of  antiquated  &shion. 

chivalry  is  gone:  thatofs(^histers,(BConomist8,  On  this  scheme  of  things,  a  king  is  but  a 

and  calculators  has  succeeded ;  and  the  glory  man,  a  queen  is  but  a  woman ;  a  woman  is  but 

of  Europe  is  extinguished  for  ever.    Never,  an  animal ;  and  an  animal  not  of  the  highest 

never  more,  shall  we  behold  that  generous  order.    All  homage  paid  to  the  sex  in  general 

loyalty  to  rank  and  sex,  that  proud  submission,  as  such,  and  without  distinct  views,  is  to  be 

that  dignified  obedience,  that  subordination  of  regarded  as  romance  and  folly.    Regicide,  and 

the  heart,  which  kept  alive,  even  in  servitude  parricide,  and  sacrilege,  are  but  fictions  of 

itself,  the  spirit  of  an  exalted  freedom.    The  superstition,  corrupting  jurisprudence  by  de- 

unbonght  grace  of  life,  the  cheap  defence  of  stroying  its  simplicity.    The  murder  of  a  king, 

nations,  the  nurse  of  manly  sentiment  and  or  a  queen,  or  a  bishqp,  or  a  father,  are  only 

heroic  enterprise  is  gone !  It  is  gone,  that  sen-  common  homicide ;  and  if  the  people  are  by 

sibility  of  principle,  that  chastity  of  honour,  any  chance,  or  in  any  way  gainers  by  it,  a 

which  felt  a  stain  like  a  wound,  which  in^ired  sort  of  homicide  much  the  most  pardonable, 

courage  whilst  it  mitigated  ferocity,   which  and  into  which  we  ought  not  to  make  too  severe 

ennobled  whatever  it  touched,  and  under  which  a  scrutiny. 

rice  itself  lost  half  its  evil,  by  losing  all  its  On  thetScheme  of  this  barbarous  philosophy, 
grossness.  which  is  the  offspring  of  cold  hearts  and  muddy 
This  mixed  system  of  opinion  and  sentiment  understandings,  and  which  is  as  void  of  solid 
had  its  origin  in  the  ancient  chivalry ;  and  the  wisdom,  as  it  is  destitute  of  all  taste  and  ele- 
principle,  though  varied  in  its  appearance  by  gance,  laws  are  to  be  supported  only  by  their 
the  varying  state  c^  human  affairs,  subsisted  own  terrours,  and  by  the  concern,  which  each 
and  influenced  through  a  long  successicm  of  individual  may  find  in  them,  from  his  own 
generations,  even  to  the  time  we  live  in.  If  private  speculations,  or  can  spare  to  them  from 
it  should  ever  be  totally  extinguished,  the  loss  his  own  private  interests.  In  the  groves  of 
I  fear  will  be  great.  It  is  this  which  has  given  their  academy,  at  the  end  of  every  vista,  yoa 
its  character  to  modem  Europe.  It  is  this  see  nothing  but  the  gallows.  Nothing  is  left 
which  has  distinguished  it  under  all  its  forms  which  engages  the  affections  on  the  part  of 
of  government,  and  distinguished  it  to  its  ad-  the  commonwealth.  On  the  principles  of  this 
vantage,  from  the  states  of  Asia,  and  possibly  mechanic  philosophy,  our  institutions  can  never 
from  diose  states  which  flourished  in  the  most  be  embodied,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  in 
brilliant  periods  of  the  antique  world.  It  was  persons ;  so  as  to  create  in  us  love,  veneration, 
tfiis,  which,  without  c(Hifounding  ranks,  had  admiration,^  or  attachment.  But  that  sort  of 
produced  a  noble  equality,  and  handed  it  down  reason  which  banishes  the  affections  is  incapa- 
through  all  the  gradations  of  social  life.  It  ble  of  filling  their  place.  These  public  affeo- 
was  diis  opinion  which  mitigated  kings  into  tions,  combined  with  manners,  are  required 
companions,  and  raised  private  men  to  be  fel-  sometimes  as  supplements,  sometimes  as  cor- 
lows  with  kings.  Without  force,  or  opposition,  rectives,  always  as  aids  to  law.  The  precept 
it  subdued  the  fierceness  of  pride  and  power ;  given  by  a  wise  man,  as  well  as  a  great  critic, 
it  obliged  sovereigns  to  submit  to  the  soft  coUar  for  the  construction  of  poems,  is  equally  true 
of  social  esteem,  compelled  stem  authority  to  as  to  states: — Non  satui  ettpulckra  esse  poe- 
submit  to  elegance,  and  gave  a  domination  mataj  dulaa  aunio.  There  ought  to  be  a  sys* 
▼anquiiiher  of  laws,  to  be  subdued  by  manners,  tern  c£  manners  in  every  nation  which  a  well- 
But  now  an  is  to  be  changed.  All  the  plea-  formed  mind  would  be  disposed  to  relish.  To 
sing  illusions,  which  made  power  gentle,  and  make  us  love  our  country,  our  country  ought  to 
obedience  liberal,  which  harmoniz^  the  diffe-  be  lovely. 

rent  shades  of  life,  and  which,  by  a  bland  assi-  But  power,  of  some  kind  or  other,  will  sur- 

milation,  incorporated  into  politics  tlie  senti-  vive  the  shock  in  which  manners  and  opinions 

ments  which  beautify  and  soften  private  society,  perish ;  and  it  will  find  other  and  worse  means 

aie  to  be  dissolved  by  this  new  conquering  for  its  support.    The  usurpation  which,  Uk- 

m^k9  of  fi^  and  reason.    Al  the  decent  order  to  subvert  andeot  institatioas,  has  do- 
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■troyed  ancient  principles,  will  hold  power  by  If,  as  I  suspect,  modem  letten  owe  more 

arts  similar  to  thoae  by  which  it  has  acquired  than  they  are  always  willing  to  own  to  ancient 

it     When  the  old  feudal  and  chivalrous  ^>irit  manners,  so  do  odier  interests  which  we  valoo 

of /eoACy,  which,  by  freeing  kings  from  fear,  iiill  as  much  as  they  are  worth.    Krea  caor 

freed  bodi  kings  and  subjects  from  the  precau-  merce,  and  trade,  aiMi  manufacture,  the  gods  of 

tion  of  tyranny,  shall  be  extinct  in  the  minds  our  oeconomical  politicians,  are  themselves  pca^ 

of  men,  plots  and  assassinations  will  be  anti-  haps  but  creatures;  are  themselves  but  effects, 

cipated  by  preventive  murder  and  preventive  which,  at  first  causes,  we  choose  to  worship, 

confiscation,  and  that  long  roll  of  grim  and  They  certainly  grew  under  the  same  shade  in 

bloody  maxims,  which  (brm  the  political  code  whidi  learning  flourished.      They   too  may 

of  all  power,  not  standing  on  its  own  honour,  decay  with  their  natural  protecting  principlei. 

and  the  honour  of  those  who  are  to  obey  it.  With  you,  for  the  present  at  least,  they  all 

Kings  will  be  tyrants  from  policy  when  subjects  threaten  to  disappear  together.    Where  trade 

are  rebels  firom  principle.  and  manu&ctures  are  wanting  to  a  peofde,  and 

When  ancient  opinions  and  rules  of  life  are  the  spirit  of  nobility  and  religion  remains, 

taken  away,  the  kiss  cannot  possibly  be  esti-  sentiment  supplies,  and  not  always  ill  su]^es 

mated.    From  that  moment  we  have  no  com-  their  [dace;  but  if  commerce  and  the  arts 

pass  to  govern  us ;  nor  can  we  know  distinctly  shoukl  be  lost  in  an  experiment  to  try  how  well 

to  what  port  we  steer.    Europe,  undoubtedly,  a  state  may  stand  without  these  old  fimdamen* 

taken  in  a  mass,  was  in  a  flourishing  condition  tal  principles,  what  sort  of  a  thing  must  be  i 

the  day  on  which  your  revolution  was  com-  nation  of  gross,  stupid,  ferocious,  and  at  the 

pie  ted.    How  much  of  that  prosperous  state  same  time,  poor  and  sordid  barbarians,  deatir 

was  owing  to  the  spirit  of  our  old  manners  and  tute  of  religion,  honour,  or  manly  pride,  po8> 

opinions  is  not  easy  to  say ;  but  as  such  causes  sessing  nothing  at  present,   and  hoping  lor 

cannot  be  indifferent  in  their  operation,  we  nothing  hereafler? 

must  presume,  that,  on  the  whole,  their  opera-  I  wish  you  may  not  be  going  fiist,  and  by 

tion  was  beneficial.  the  shortest  cut,  to  that  horrible  and  disgustfiil 

We  are  but  too  apt  to  consider  things  in  the  situation.    Already  there  appears  a  poverty 

state  in  which  we  find  them,  without  suffi-  of  conception,  a  coarseness  and  vulgarity,  in 

ciently  adverting  to  the  causes  by  which  they  all  the  pipceedings  of  the  assembly  and  of  all 

have  been  produced,  and  possiUy  may  be  up-  their  instructors.    Their  liberty  is  not  liberaL 

held.    Nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  our  Their  science    is  presumptuous    ignorance, 

manners,  our  civilization,  and  all  the  good  Their  humanity  is  savage  and  brutal, 

things  which  are  connected  with  manners,  and  It  is  not  clear,  whether  in  England  we  lear> 

with  civilization,  have,  in  this  Eurq>ean  world  ned  those  grand  and  decorous  principles,  and 

of  ours,  depended  (or  ages  upon  two  principles ;  manners,  of  which   considerable  traces  yet 

and  were  indeed  the  result  <^  both  combined ;  remain,  from  you,  or  whether  you  took  tl^m 

I  mean  the  spirit  of  a  gentleman,  and  the  from  us.    But  to  you,  I  think,  we  trace  them 

spirit  of  religion.  The  nobility  and  the  clergy,  best.    Tou  seem  to  me  to  be— ^enlis  inamth 

the  one  by  profession,  the  other  by  patronage,  Inda  nostne,    France  has  always  votore  or  less 

kept  learning  in  existence,  even  in  the  midst  influenced  manners  in  England ;  and  when 

<^  arms  and  confusicxis,  and  whilst  govern-  your  fountain  is  choaked  up  and  polluted,  the 

ments  were  rather  in  their  causes  than  f(»rmed.  stream  will  not  run  long,  or  not  run  clear  with 

Learning  paid  back  what  it  received  to  nobi-  us,  ot  perhi^  with  any  nation.     This  gives 

lity  and  to  priesthood ;  and  paid  it  with  usury,  all  Eun^,  in  my  (pinion,  but  too  close  and 

by  enlarging  their  ideas,  and  by  furnishing  connect^  a  concern  in  what  is  d<H)e  in  France, 

their  minds.    Happy  if  they  had  all  continued  Excuse  me,  therefore,  if  I  have  dwelt  too  k»g 

to  know  their  indissoluble  union,  and  their  on  the  atrocious  spectacle  c£  the  sixth  of 

proper  place!   Happy  if  learning,  not  debauch-  October,  1789,  or  have  given  too  much  scope 

ed  by  ambition,  had  been  satisfied  to  continue  to  the  reflecticms  which  have  arisen   in  my 

the  instructor,  and  not  aspired  to  be  the  master !  mind  on  occasion  of  the  most  important  of  ^ 

Along  with  its  natural  protectors  and  guardians,  revoluti(«is,  which  may  be  dated  fitxn  that  day, 

learning  will  be  cast  into  the  mire,  and  trodden  I  mean  a  revolution  in  sentiments,  mannen, 

down  under  the  hoofs  of  a  swinish  multitude.'^  and  moral  opinions.  As  things  now  stand,  with 

every  thing  respectable  destroyed  without  ai| 

♦  See  the  fate  of  Bailly  and  Condorcet,  sup-  ^nd  an  attempt  to  destroy  within  us  every  prin- 

posed  to  be  here  particularly  alluded  to.    Com-  -i     /•            *          -     t     _»r       j^i 

pare  the  circumst^ces  of  the  trial  and  execu-  ciple  of  respect,  one  is  abnost  forced  to  apolo. 

tion  of  the  former,  with  this  prediction.  gize  for  harbounng  the  common  feem^ofaMfti 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCS.  491 

Wby  do  I  feel  so  differently  from  the  Rev.  the  advantages.    They  would  not  bear  to  aea 
Dr.  PricO)  and  those  of  his  lay  flock,  who  will  the  crimes  of  new  democracy  posted  as  in  a 
choose  to  adi^t  the  sentiments  of  his  dis-  ledger  against  the  crimes  <^  old  despotism,  and 
course  ? — for  this  plain  reason — because  it  is  the  bodc-keepers  of  pditics  finding  democracy 
natural  I  should;  because  we  are  so  made  as  still  in  debt,  but  by  no  means  unable  or  unwil- 
to  be  affected  at  such  spectacles  with  melan-  ling  to  pay  the  balance.    In  the  theatre,  the 
^oly  sentiments  upon  the  unstable  c<nHiiti<m  first   intuitive  glance,  without  any  elaborate 
of  mortal  prosperity,  and  the  tremendous  un-  process  of  reasoning,  would  shew,  that  this 
certainty  of  human  greatness ;  because  in  those  method  of  political  computation  would  justify 
nataral  feelings  we  learn  great  lessons ;  because  every  extent  of  crime.    They  would  see,  that 
in  events  like  these  our  passions  instruct  our  <m  these  principles,  even  where  the  very  worst 
reason ;  because  when  kings  are  hurled  from  acts  were  not  perpetrated,  it  was  owing  rather 
dieir  thrones  by  the  Supreme  Director  of  this  to  the  fortune  of  the  conspirators  than  to  their 
great  drama,  and  become  the  objects  of  insult  parsimony  in  the  expenditure  of  treadiery  and 
to  the  base,  and  of  pity  to  the  good,  we  behold  blood.    They  would  soon  see,  that  criminal 
sudi  disasters  in  the  moral,  as  we  should  be-  means  once  tolerated  are  soon  preferred.  They 
hold  a  miracle  in  the  physical  order  of  things,  present  a  shorter  cut  to  the  object  than  through 
We  are  alarmed  into  reflection ;  our  minds  (as  the  highway  c£  the  mcmd  virtues.    Justifying 
it  has  long  since  been  observed)  are  purified  perfidy  and  murder  for  puUic  benefit,  public 
by  terrour  and  pity;  our  weak  unthinking  pride  benefit  would  soon  become  the  pretext,  and  per- 
is humbled,  mider  ^e  dispensations  of  a  mys-  fidy  and  murder  the  end ;  until  rapacity,  ma- 
terious  wisdom.    Some  tears  might  be  drawn  lice,  revenge,  and  fear  more  dreadful  than  re- 
from  me,  if  such  a  spectacle  were  exhibited  venge,  could  satiate  their  insatiable  appetites. 
on  the  stage.    I  should  be  truly  ashamed  of  Such  must  be  the  C(Hisequences  of  losing  in 
finding  in  myself  that  superficial,  theatric  sense  the  splendour  of  these  triumphs  of  the  rights 
of  painted  distress,  whilst  I  could  exult  over  of  men,  all  natural  sense  of  wrong  and  right 
it  in  real  life.    With  such  a  perverted  mind,  But  the  reverend  pastor  exults  in  this  "  lea- 
I  could  never  venture  to  shew  my  &ce  at  a  ding  in  triumph,'*  because  truly  Louis  the  Six- 
tragedy.    People  would  think  the  tears  that  teenth  was  an  "  arbitrary  monarch ;"  that  is, 
Garrick  formerly,  or  that  Siddons  not  long  in  other  words,  neither  more  nor  less,  than 
since,  have  extorted  fi'om  me,  were  the  tears  because  he  was  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and 
of  hypocrisy ;  I  shoaU  know  them  to  be  the  because  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  bom  king 
tears  of  foUy.  of  France,  with  the  prerogatives  of  which,  a 

Indeed  the  theatre  is  a  better  school  of  I<»g  line  of  ancestors,  and  a  long  acquiescence 

moral  sentiments  than  phurches,  where  the  of  the  people,  without  any  act  of  his,  had  put 

fedings  of  humanity  are  thus  outraged.   Poets  him  in  possession.  A  misfcu'tune  it  has  indeed 

irbo  have  to  deal  with  an  audience  not  yet  turned  out  to  him,  that  he  was  bom  king  of 

graduated  in  the  school  <^  the  rights  o£  men,  France.    But  misfortune  is  not  crime,  nor  is 

and  who  must  apply  themselves  to  the  moral  indiscretion  always  the  greatest  guilt.    I  shall 

cooadtutioo  of  the  heart,  would  not  dare  to  never  think  that  a  prince,  the  acts  of  whose 

produce  such  a  triumph  as  a  matter  of  exul-  whole  reign  were  a  series  of  concessions  to  his 

tatioQ.   There,  where  men  follow  their  natural  subjects,  who  was  willing  to  relax  his  autho- 

impulses,  they  would  not  bear  the  odious  max-  rity,  to  remit  his  prerogatives,  to  call  his  peo- 

ims  of  a  Machiavelian  policy,  whether  applied  pie  to  a  share  of  freed<Hn,  not  known,  perhaps 

to  the  attainmwat  of  monarchial  or  democratic  not  desired  by  their  ancestors ;  such  a  prince, 

l^rranny.     They  would   reject  them  on  the  though  he  should  be  subjected  to  the  common 

modem,  as  they  once  did  on  the  ancient  stage,  frailties  attached  to  men  and  to  princes,  though 

where  they  could  not  bear  even  the  hypothetical  he  should  have  once  thought  it  necessary  to 

proposition  of  such  wickedness  in  the  mouth  provide  force  against  the  desperate  designs 

of  a  personated  ^rrant,  though  suitable  to  the  manifestly  carrying  on  against  his  person,  and 

diaracter  he  sustained.    No  theatric  audience  the  remnants  of  his  authority ;  though  all  this 

IB  Athens  would  bear  what  has  been  borne,  in  shouM  be  taken  into  considerati(»i,  I  shall  be 

llie  midst  of  the  real  tragedy  of  this  triumphal  led  with  great  difficulty  to  think  he  deserves 

day ;  a  principal  actor  weiring,  as  it  were  in  the  oruel  and  insulting  triumph  of  Paris,  and 

■tales  hung  in  a  shi^  of  horrours, — so  much  of  Dr.  Price.  I  tremble  for  the  cause  of  liberty, 

Mtnal  crime  against  so  much  contingent  ad-  fixxn  such  an  example  to  kings.    I  tremble  for 

vintage,— and  aflnr  putting  in  and  out  wei^ts,  the  cause  of  humanity,  in  the  unpunished  out- 

dadarinf  that  the  baluioa  was  on  the  side  of  rages  of  the  oMst  wicked  of  mankiiid.    But 
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Aere  are  MMna  pabpls  of  that  low  and  degene-  havo  yet  oommitted  acainst  the  peo|de.    At 
rate  faahioii  of  mind,  that  they  look  up  with  a  this  is  the  only  crime  in  which  your  leading 
sort  of  complacent  awe  and  admiration  to  kingSi  politicians  could  have  acted  inconsistently,  I 
vrho  know  to  keep  firm  in  their  seat,  to  hoM  a  conclude  that  diere  is  no  sort  of  ground  for 
strict  hand  oyer  their  subjects,  to  assert  their  these  horrid  insinuations.    I  think  no  better 
prerogative,  and  by  the  awakened  vigilance  of  of  all  the  other  calumnies, 
a  severe  despotism,  to  guard  against  the  very        In  England,  we  give  no  credit  to  th^n.  We 
first  approadies  of  fieedom.    Against  such  at  are  generous  enemies:  we  are  &ithful  allies. 
these  they  never  elevate  their  voice.    Deser-  We  qNim  from  Ui  with  disgust  and  indigna- 
ters  from  principle,  listed  with  fortune,  they  tion  the  slanders  of  those  who  bring  us  their 
never  see  any  good  in  suflfenng  virtue,  nor  any  anecdotes  with  the  attestation  of  the  flowerKie- 
crime  in  prosperous  usurpation.  luce  <m  their  shoulder.  We  have  Lord  Greorge 
If  it  could  have  been  made  clear  to  me,  that  Gioidan  fast  in  Newgate ;  and  neither  his 
the  king  and  queen  of  France  (those  I  mean  being  a  public  proselyte  to  Judaism,  nor  his 
who  were  such  before   the   triumph)   were  having,  in  his  zeal  against  catholic  priests  and 
inexorable  and  cruel  tyrants,  that  they  had  all  sorts  <^  ecclesiastics,  raised  a  mob  (excuse 
fixrmed  a  deliberate  scheme  fyr  massacreing  the  term,  it  is  still  in  use  here)  which  pulled 
die  national  assembly,  (I  think  I  have  seen  down  all  our  prisons,  have  preserved  to  him  a 
something  like  the  latter  insinuated  in  certain  lUierty,  of  which  he  did  not  render  himself 
publications,)  I  shoukl  think  their  captivity  worthy  by  a  virtuous  use  of  it.    We  have  re- 
just   If  this  be  true,  much  more  ought  to  have  built  Newgate,  and  tenanted  the  mansion.  We 
been  done,  but  done,  in  my  opinion,  in  another  have  prisons  almost  as  strong  as  the  Bastile, 
manner.    The  punishment  of  real  tyrants  is  a  (or  those  who  dare  to  libel  the  queens  of  France, 
noble  and  awful  act  of  justice ;  and  it  has  with  In  this  spiritual  retreat,  let  the  noble  libeDor 
truth  been  said  to  be  consolatory  to  the  human  remain.    Let  him  there  meditate  on  his  Thai- 
mind.    But  if  I  were  to  punish  a  wicked  king,  mud,  until  he  learns  a  conduct  more  becoming 
I  should  regard  the  dignity  in  avenging  the  his  birth  and  parts,  and  not  so  disgracefiil  to 
crime.    Justice  is  grave  and  decorous,  and  in  the  ancient  religion  to  which  he  has  become  a 
its  punishments  rather  seems  to  submit  to  proselyte ;  or  until  some  persons  firom  your  side 
a  necessi^,  than  to  make  a  choice.    Had  of  the  water,  to  please  your  new  Hebrew 
Nero,  or  Agrippina,  or  Louis  the  Eleventh,  brethren,  shall  ransom  him.    He  may  then  be 
or  Charles  the  Ninth,  been  the  subject ;  if  enabled  to  purchase,  with  the  old  hoards  ofthe 
Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden  after  the  muiw  synagogue,  and  a  very  small  poundage,  on  the 
der  of  Patkul,  or  his  predecessor  Christina,  long  compound  interest  of  the  thir^  pieces  of 
after  the  murder  of  Monaldeschi,  had  fallen  into  silver  (Dt.  Price  has  ^ewn  us  what  mirades 
your  hands.  Sir,  or  into  mine,  I  am  sure  our  compound  interest  will  perform  in  1790  years) 
conduct  would  have  been  different.  the  lands  which  are  lately  discovered  to  have 
If  the  French  king,  or  king  of  the  French,  been  usurped  by  the  Gallican  church.    Send 
(or  by  whatever  name  he  is  known  in  the  new  us  your  popish  archbishop  of  Paris,  and  we 
vocabulary  of  your  constitution,)  has  in  his  win  send  you  our  protestant  Rabbin.  WeshaO 
own  person,  and  that  of  his  queen,  really  treat  the  person  you  send  us  in  ezdiange  like 
deserved  these  unavowed  but  unavenged  mur-  a  gentleman  and  an  honest  man,  as  he  is ;  but 
detcKJB  attempts,  and  those  firequent  indignities  pray  let  him'  bring  with  him  the  fund  of  his 
more  cruel  than  murder,  sudi  a  person  would  hospitality,  bounty,  and  charity ;  and,  depend 
ill  deserve  even  that  subordinate  executory  upon  it,  we  shall  never  confiscate  a  shilling  of 
trust,  which  I  understand  is  to  be  placed  in  that  honourable  and  pious  fund,  nor  timik  of 
him ;  nor  is  he  fit  to  be  called  chief  in  a  nation  enriching  the  treasury  with  the  spoiHa  of  the 
which  he  has  outraged  and  oppressed.  A  worse  poor-box. 

choice  for  such  an  office  in  a  new  common-  To  tell  you  the  truth,  my  dear  Sir,  t  think 
wealth,  than  that  of  a  deposed  tyrant,  could  the  honour  (rf'our  nation  to  be  somewhat  coo- 
not  possibly  be  made.  But  to  degrade  and  cemed  in  the  disclaimer  ofthe  proceedings  of 
insult  a  man  as  the  worst  of  criminals,  and  this  socie^  of  the  old  Jewry  and  the  London 
afterwards  to  trust  him  in  your  highest  con-  Tavern.  I  have  no  man's  proxy.  I  apeak 
oems,  as  a  faithful,  honest,  and  zealous  servant,  only  for  mjrself  ;  when  I  disclaim,  as  I  do  with 
is  not  consistent  in  reasoning,  nor  prudent  in  all  possible  earnestness,  all  commmiion  with 
policy,  nor  safe  in  practice.  Those  who  could  the  actors  in  that  triumph,  or  with  the  adoH- 
make  such  an  appointment  must  be  guilty  of  a  rers  of  it  When  I  assert  any  thing  else,  as 
more  flagrant  breach  of  trust  than  any  they  concerning  the  people  of  England,  I  apeak 
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frcm  observation,  not  from  authority;  but  I  of  Voltaire;  Helretius  has  made  no  progroat 
speak  from  the  experience  I  haye  had  in  a  among  us.  Atheists  are  not  our  preachers ; 
pretty  extensive  and  mixed  communication  madmen  are  not  our  lawgivers.  We  know 
with  the  inhabitaito  of  tfiis  kingdom,  of  all  that  toe  have  made  no  discoveries ;  and  we 
descriptions  and  ranks,  and  after  a  course  of  think  that  no  discoveries  are  to  be  made,  in 
attentive  observation,  begun  in  early  life,  and  morality ;  nor  many  in  the  great  principles  of 
ccMitinued  for  near  forty  years.  I  have  often  government,  nor  in  the  ideas  of  liberty,  which 
been  astonished,  considering  that  we  are  divi-  were  understood  long  before  we  were  borui 
ded  from  you  but  by  a  slender  dyke  of  about  altogether  as  well  as  they  will  be  after  the 
twen^-fbur  miles,  and  that  the  mutual  inter-  grave  has  heaped  its  mould  upon  our  presump- 
eourse  between  the  tw5  countries  has  lately  tion,  and  the  silent  tomb  shall  have  imposed 
been  very  great,  to  find  how  little  you  seem  to  its  law  on  our  pert  loquacity.  In  England 
know  of  us.  I  suspect  that  this  is  owing  to  we  have  not  yet  been  completely  embowelled 
your  forming  a  judgment  of  this  nation  from  of  our  natural  entrails;  we  still  feel  within  us, 
certain  publications,  which  do,  very  em>>  and  we  cherish  and  cultivate,  those  inbred 
neoosly,  ifthey  do  at  all,  represent  the  opinions  sentiments  which  are  the  faithful  guardians, 
and  dispo8iti<ms  generally  prevalent  in  Eng-  the  active  monitors  of  our  duty,  the  true  sup- 
land.  The  vanity,  restlessness,  petulance,  and  porters  of  all  liberal  and  manly  morals.  We 
spirit  of  intrigue  of  several  petty  cabals,  who  have  not  been  drawn  and  trussed,  in  order  that 
attempt  to  hide  their  total  want  erf" consequence  we  may  be  filled,  like  stuffed  birds  in  a  mu* 
in  biMtie  and  noise,  and  puffing,  and  mutual  seum,  with  chaff  and  rags  and  paltry  blurred 
quotation  of  each  other,  makes  you  imagine  shreds  of  paper  about  the  rights  of  man.  We 
that  our  conten^uous  neglect  of  their  abilities  preserve  the  whole  of  our  feelings,  still  native 
is  a  general  mark  of  acquiescence  in  their  opi-  and  intire,  unsophisticated  by  pedantry  and 
nions.  No  such  thing,  I  assure  yoiiT  Because  infidelity.  We  have  real  hearts  of  flesh  and 
half  a  dozen  grasshoppers  under  a  fern  make  blood  beating  in  our  bosoms.  We  fear  Grod ; 
the  field  ring  with  their  importunate  chink,  we  look  up  with  awe  to  kings ;  with  affection 
whilst  thousands  ofgreat  cattle,  reposed  beneath  to  parliaments;  with  duty  to  magistrates; 
the  shadow  of  the  British  oak,  chew  the  cud  with  reverence  to  priests ;  and  with  respect  to 
and  are  silent,  pray  do  not  imagine  that  those  nobility.'^  Why?  because  when  such  ideas 
who  make  the  noise  are  the  only  inhabitants  are  brought  before  our  minds,  it  is  natural  to 
of  the  fieM ;  that  of  course,  they  are  many  in  be  so  affected ;  because  all  other  feelings  are 
number;  or  that,  after  all,  they  are  other  than  ftilse  and  spurious,  and  tend  to  corrupt  our 
the  little  dirivelled,  meagre,  hopping,  thou|^  minds,  to  vitiate  our  primary  morals,  to  render 
kMid  and  troublesome  insects  of  the  hour.  us  unfit  for  rational  liberty  ;  and  by  teaching 
I  almost  venture  to  affirm,  that  not  one  in  a  us  a  servile,  licentious,  and  abandoned  inso- 
hundred  among  us  participates  in  the  "  tri-  lence,  to  be  our  low  sport  for  a  few  holidays, 
omph"  of  the  revolution  society.  If  the  king  to  make  us  perfectly  fit  for,  and  justly  deserving 
and  queen  of  France,  and  their  children,  were  of  slavery,  through  the  whole  course  <^  our 
to  ftiU  into  our  hands  by  the  chance  of  war,  in  lives. 

the  most  acrimonious  of  all  hostilities  (I  de-  You  see.  Sir,  that  in  this  enlightened  age  I 
precate  such  an  event,  I  deprecate  such  hosti-  am  bold  enough  to  confess,  that  we  are  gene- 
Uty)  they  would  be  treated  with  another  sort  rally  men  of  untaught  feelings ;  that  instead  of 
tf  triumphal  entry  into  London.    We  formerly  casting  away  all  our  old  prejudices,  we  cherish 
have  had  a  king  of  France  in  that  situation;  them  to  a  very  considerable  degree,  and,  to 
you  have  read  how  he  was  treated  by  the  vic- 
tor ui  the  field ;  and  in  what  manner  he  was  _             .  ,         .          .         . 
;;ft«w.ri.  «cW«l  in  Eng..»J.    Fc«r  hun-  .^^-^.^^^pSjtoi'nTn'^l^r^^^ 
dred  years  have  gone  over  us ;  but  I  believe  we  gentleman  thought  to  be  a  dissenUng  minister.— 

the 


„t„  „'„!,„„„.  ^f  _,,_  n-iirtnoi  people  in  this  place  has  atralished  all  the  proud 

»«.»  «,  «.«  cu»  sluggidiness  of  our  national  ^^g^c,,.^^,   {Jhich  the  king  and  nobles  had 

character,  we  suU  bear  the  stamp  of  our  fore-  usurped  In  their  minds ;  whether  they  talk  of 

fitffaers.    We  have  not  (as  I  conceive)  lost  the  the  kingy  the  noble,  or  the  priest j  their  whole 

generosity  and  dignity  of  thinking  of  the  four-  language  is  that  of  Uie  mo^i  enlightened  and 

t*Mi«k  ^*.»«.  Z^  L  »«t  k.Jr»«  .iikti1t*Ml  liberal  among  the  English.*^    If  this  penlle- 

teeoth century ;  nor  as y«thave  we  subtilixed  ^^^  ^^^^^  «  ^^^^^ »j,g  j^,^  enlightened 

oorselves  mto  savages.    We  are  not  the  con-  ^nd  liberal  to  one  set  of  men  in  England,  k 

TBits  of  Rousseau ;  we  tre  not  the  disciples  may  be  true.    It  is  not  generally  so. 
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takemorariiametoourielTes.wecberiifatlMfli  of  their  fleefing  prqiacli ;  it  begiM  lad  flidi 
becauM  tbej  are  prejudices ;  and  the  knger  with  that  ecbeme  cf  poliTf  wfaidi  frlb  in  wilk 
thej  have  lasted,  and  the  more  generaOj  thej  their  mnmrniary  opiniaa. 
have  prevailed,  the  more  we  cherish  them.  These  doctrines,  or  rather  sentiiBeotf,  seen 
We  are  afraid  to  put  men  to  live  and  trade  prevalent  with  jroor  new  sbUesmen.    Buttfaej 
each  on  his  own  private  stock  of  reason;  be-  are  whoOy  difireat  from  tfaoae  on  whkh  «• 
cause  we  suspect  that  the  stock  in  each  man  have  alwajs  acted  in  this  oomtry. 
is  small,  and  that  the  indiriduab  would  do  I  hear  it  is  somrrimffit  given  cot  in  France, 
better  to  avail  themselves  of  the  general  bank  that  what  is  doing  among  joa   is  aAer  the 
and  capital  of  nations  and  of  ages.    Many  example  of  Kngiand.    I  beg  leave  to  affins, 
ofour  men  of  speculation,  instead  of  exploding  that  scarcely  any  thing  done  with  jou  has  <»> 
general  prejudices,  employ  their  sagacity  to  ginaled  from  the  practice  or  the  prevalent  o^ 
discover  the  latent  wisdom  which  prevails  in  nions  of  this  people,  either  in  the  act  or  in  tfas 
them.    If  they  find  what  they  seek,  and  they  spirit  of  the  proceeding.    Let  me  add,  that  ws 
seklom  fail,  they  think  it  more  wise  to  continue  are  as  onwiUing  to  leara  tfaeae  lessons  fioa 
the  prejudice,  with  the  reason  involved,  than  France,  as  we  are  sure  that  we  never  tan^ 
to  cast  away  Uie  coat  of  prejudice,  and  to  leave  them  to  that  nation.     The  cabals  here  iriio 
nothing  but  the  naked  reason  ;  because  pre-  take  asortofshareinyoartrannctiottB,as7St 
judice,  with  its  reason,  has  a  motive  to  give  consist  of  but  a  handfiil  of  people.    Ifonftr- 
action  to  that  reason,  and  an  affection  iK^ch  tunately  by  their  intriguea,  dieir  aennons,thdr 
will   give  it  permanence.     Prejudice  is  of  publications,  and  by  a  confiJeuce  derived  froai 
ready  application  in  the  emergency ;  it  previ-  an  expected  union  with  the  ooonsels  and  faces 
ously  engages  the  mind  in  a  steady  course  of  of  the  Frendi  nation,  they  ahouU  draw  con- 
wisdom  and  virtue,  and  does  not  leave  theman  siderable  mmdbers  into  their  fertion,  and  ii 
hesitating  in  the  moment  of  decision,  sceptical,  consequence    shouU   seriooaly   attempt  any 
puzzled,  and  unresolved.    Prejudice  renders  a  thing  here  in  imitation  of  what  has  been  dons 
man's  virtue  his  habit ;  and  not  a  series  of  vrith  you,  the  event,  I  dare  Tentnre  to  pnv 
unconnected  acts.     Through  just  prejudice,  phesy,  will  be,  that,  with  some  trouble  to  their 
hii  duty  becomes  a  part  of  his  nature.  count^,  they  will  soon  aooomplish  their  own 
Tour  literary  men,  and  your  politicians,  and  destruction.    This  peofde  refiised  to  change 
so  do  the  whole  dan  of  the  enlightened  among  their  law  in  remote  ages,  from  respect  to  ths 
us,  essentially  differ  in  these  points.    They  infiUlibility  of  popes;  and  they  will  notDow 
have  no  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  others ;  but  alter  it  from  a  pious  in^>licit  fiuth  in  die  dog- 
they  pay  it  off  by  a  very  full  measure  of  oxifi-  matism  of  philosophers ;  though  the  Ibnner  was 
dence  in  their  own.    With  them  it  is  a  suffi-  armed  widi  the  anathema  and  crusade,  and 
cient  motive  to  destroy  an  old  scheme  of  thingp,  though  the  latter  shouki  act  with  the  libel  and 
because  it  is  an  old  one.    As  to  the  new,  they  the  lan^>  iron. 

are  in  no  sort  of  fear  with  regard  to  the  dura-  Formerly  yoor  affiurs  were  yoor  own  coo- 

tksi  of  a  building  run  up  in  haste ;  because  cem  only.    We  felt  for  them  as  men;  but  we 

duration  is  no  object  to  those  who  think  little  kept  aloof  from  them,  because  wn  vrere  not 

or  nothing  has  been  done  before  their  time,  citizens  of  France.     But  when  we  see  die 

and  who  place  all  their  hopes  in  discovery,  model  held  up  to  ourselves,  we  must  feel  as 

They  conceive,  very  systematically,  that  all  Englishmen,  and  feding,  we  most  provide  u 

things  which  give  perpetuity  are  miachievous,  En^ishroen.    Tour  aflairs,  in  spite  of  us,  are 

and  therefore  they  are  at  inexpiable  war  vrith  made  a  part  of  our  interest ;  so  fiur  at  least  as 

^all  establishments.    They  think  that  govern-  to  keep  at  a  distance  your  panacea,  or  yoor 

^ent  may  vary  like  modes  of  dress,  and  with  plague.    If  it  be  a  panacea,  we  do  not  want  it 

as  littloiU-effect:  that  there  needs  no  principle  We  know  the  consequences  of  unneceasaxy 

of  attachment,  except  a  sense  of  present  con-  physic    If  it  be  a  plague ;  it  is  such  a  plague, 

veniency,  to  any  constitution  of  the   state,  that  the  precautions,  o£  the  most  severe  qoar 

They  always  speak  as  if  they  were  of  opinion  rantine  ought  to  be  estabUshod  against  iL 

that  there  is  a  singular  species  of  compact  b».  I  hear  on  all  hands  that  a  cabal,  calling  it- 

tween  them  and  their  magistrates,  which  binds  self  philosophic,  receives  tho  glory  of  many  of 

the  magistrate,  but  which  has  nodiing  recipro-  the  Ute  proceedings ;  and  that  their  opimon 

cal  in  it,  but  that  the  majesty  )>f  the  people  and  systems  are  the  true  actuating  spirit  of  dis 

has  a  ri^t  to  dissolve  it  without  any  reason,  whole  of  them.    I  have  heard  of  no  puty  in 

but  its  will.    Their  attachment  to  their  coun-  England,  literary  or  political,  at  any  time, 

tiy  itself  is  only  so  far  as  it  agrees  with  9ome  kmmn  by  such  a  description.    It  ia  not  wilk 
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yoa  composed  of  those  men,  is  it  ?  whom  the  enemy  to  die  substance  of  any  system  to  re- 
vulgar,  in  their  blunt  homely  style,  commonly  move  its  corruptions,  to  supply  its  defects,  or 
call  Atheists  and  Infidels  ?  If  it  be,  I  admit  to  perfect  its  construction.  If  our  religious 
that  we  too  have  had  writers  <^  that  descrip-  tenets  should  ever  want  a  further  elucidation, 
tioo,  who  made  some  noise  in  their  day.  At  we  shall  not  call  on  atheism  to  explain  them, 
present  they  repose  in  lasting  oblivion.  Who,  We  shall  not  light  up  our  temple  Srom  that 
born  within  the  last  forty  years,  has  read  one  unhallowed  iire.  It  will  be  illuminated  with 
word  of  Collins,  and  Toland,  and  Tindal,  and  other  lights.  It  will  be  perfumed  with  oth«r 
Chubb,  and  Morgan,  and  that  whole  race  who  incense,  than  the  infectious  stuff  which  is  in^ 
called  themselves  Freethinkers?  Who  now  ported  by  the  smugglers  of  adulterated  meta- 
reads  Bolingbroke?  Who  ever  read  him  [^ysics.  If  our  ecclesiatical  establishment 
through?  Ask  the  booksellers  of  London  what  should  want  a  revision,  it  is  not  avarice  or 
is  become  of  all  these  lights  of  the  world.  In  rapacity,  public  or  private,  that  we  shall  em- 
■s  few  years  their  few  successors  will  go  to  ploy  for  the  audit,  01  receipt,  or  application  of 
the  family  vault  of  all  the  Capulets."  But  its  consecrated  revenue.  Violently  condemning 
whatever  they  were,  or  are,  with  us,  they  neither  the  Greek  nor  the  Armenian,  nor,  since 
were  and  are  wholly  unconnected  individuals,  heats  are  subsided,  the  Rinnan  system  of  reli- 
With  us  they  kept  the  common  nature  of  their  gion,  we  prefer  the  Protestant;  not  because 
kind,  and  were  not  gregarious.  They  never  we  think  it  has  less  of  the  Christian  religion 
acted  in  corps,  or  were  known  as  a  faction  in  in  it,  but  because,  in  our  judgment,  it  has 
die  state,  nor  presumed  to  influence  in  that  more.  We  are  Protestants,  not  from  indiffe- 
oame  or  character,  or  for  the  purposes  of  such  rence  but  from  zeal. 

a  fiurtioD,  on  any  <^our  puUic  ctmcems.  Whe-  We  know,  and  it  is  our  pride  to  know,  that 

dier  they  ought  so  to  exist,  and  so  be  permitted  man  is  by  his  constitution  a  religious  animal ; 

to  act,  is  another  question.    As  such  cabals  that  atheism  is  against,  not  only  our  reason 

have  not  existed  in  England,  so  neither  has  but  our  instincts ;  and  that  it  cannot  prevail 

the  spirit  of  them  had  any  influence  in  esta-  long.    But  if,  in  the  moment  of  riot,  and  in  a 

bliriung  the  original  frame  of  our  constituticm,  drunken  delirium  from  the  hot  spirit  drawn  out 

or  in  ai^  one  of  the  several  reparations  and  of  the  alembic  of  hell,  which  in  France  is  now 

ifflprovements  it  has  undergone.    The  whole  so  furiously  boiling,  we  should  uncover  our 

has  been  done  under  the  auspices,  and  is  con-  nakedness  by  throwing  off  that  Christian  reli- 

firmed  by  the  sanctions  of  religion  and  piety,  gion  which  has  hitherto  been  our  boast  and 

The  whole  has  emanated  fiom  the  simplicity  comfort,  and  oae  great  source  of  civilization 

of  our  national  character,  and  from  a  sort  odT  among  us,  and  among  many  other  nations, 

native  plainness  and  directness  of  understand-  we  are  apprehensive  (being  well  aware  that 

ing  whidi  for  a  long  time  characterized  those  the  mind  will  not  endure  a  void)  that  some 

men  who  have  successively  obtained  authority  uncouth,  pernicious,  and  degrading  supersti- 

among  usl    This  disposition  still  remains,  at  tion,  might  take  place  of  it. 

least  in  the  great  body  of  the  people.  For  ^t  reason,  before  we  take  from  our 

We  know,  and  what  is  better,  we  feel  in-  establishment  the  natural  human  means  of 

wardly,  that  religion  is  the  basis  of  civil  soci-  estimation,  and  give  it  up  to  contempt,  as  you 

ety,  ajid  the  source  of  all  good  and  of  all  com-  have  done,  and  in  doing  it  have  incurred  the 

htt*     In  England  we  are  so  convinced  of  penalties  you  well  deserve  to  suffer,  we  desire 

this,  that  there  is  no  rust  of  superstition,  widi  that  some  other  may  be  presented  to  us  in  the 

which  the  accumulated  absurdity  of  the  human  place  of  it.    We  sjiall  then  form  our  judg> 

mind  migjit  have  crusted  it  over  in  the  course  ment 

of  ages,  that  ninty-nine  in  a  hundred  of  the  On  these  ideas,  instead  of  quarrelling  with 

people  of  England  would  not  prefer  to  impiety,  establishments,  as  some  do,  who  have  made 

We  riuJl  never  be  such  fools  as  to  call  in  an  a  philosophy  and  a  religion  of  their  hostility 

to  such  instituti<»s,  we  cleave  closely  to  them. 

*  Sit  igltor  hoc  ab  fniUo  persuasum  dvibus,  We  are  resolved  to  keep  an  established  church, 

dominos  esse  omnium  rerum  ac  moderatores,  ^^  established  monarchy,  an  established  aris- 

deos  i  eaqae,  qua  gwantur,  eorum  geri  vi  di-  j^^        a„d  an  established  demolracy,  eacli  m 

Done,  ae  numme ;  eosdemque  opume  de  genere  ^^^Jt  «"»^  «"  *'=«*»'      .         ..^^tJ.     t  .k.M 

hominum  mereri ;  et  quails  quisque  sit,  quid  tho  degree  it  exists,  and  m  no  greater.    1  snafl 

agat,  quid  in  se  aomittat,  qua  mente  qua  pietate  shew  you  presendy  how  much  of  each  of  these 

eolat  religiones  intueri :  piorum  et  impiurum  ^^  possess. 

habwi«lonem.    Hteenimreb^  j[\as  been  die  misfortune  (not  as  diese 

tas  haod  sane  abhorrebunt  ab  utQi  et  a  vera  ^\  "*"  "^7"  TJ'^^    _,  _^.  ^*u:.  ««.  *!»• 

ssntmiia,  Ck.  ds  Legibos,  L  3.  gendemen  dunk  it,  die  gkMj)  of  dus  age,  that 
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erery  thing  is  to  be  discussed,  as  if  the  consti-  The  cooaecralioo  of  the  state,  by  a  atite 

tmioo  of  our  country  were  to  be  always  a  sub-  religious  establishment,  is  necessary  also  to 

ject  rather  of  altercation  than  enjoyment.  For  operate  with  a  wholesome  awe  upon  firee  dtt- 

this  reason,  as  well  as  for  the  satis&ction  of  tens ;  because,  in  onler  to  secure  their  firee- 

thoae  among  you  (if  any  such  you  have  among  dom,  they  must  enjoy  some  determinate  por- 

you)  who  may  wish  to  profit  of  examples,  I  tion  of  power.    To  them  therefore  a  relifioB 

venture  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  thoughts  connected  with  the  state,  and  with  their  duty 

npon  each  of  these  establishments.    I  do  not  towards  it,  becomes  even  more  necessary  tbu 

think  they  were   unwise  in  ancient  Rome,  in  such  societies,  where  the  people  by  the 

who,  when  they  wished  to  new«model  their  terms  of  their  subjection  are  confined  to  pi* 

laws,  sent  commissioners  to  examine  the  best  vate  sentiments,  and  the  management  of  tibeir 

coniuituted  republics  within  their  reach.  own  family  concerns.    All  persons  possessing 

First,  I  beg  leave  to  speak  of  our  church  any  portion  of  power  ou^t  to  be  strongly  uid 

establishment,  which  is  the  first  of  our  preju-  awfully  impressed  with  an  idea  that  they  ict 

dices,  not  a  prejudice  destitute  dC  reason,  but  in  trust ;  and  that  they  are  to  account  for  their 

involving  in  it  prnfound  and  extensive  wisdom,  conduct  in  that  trust  to  the  one  great  master, 

I  speak  of  it  first.    It  is  first,  and  last,  and  author  and  founder  of  socie^. 

midst  in  our  minds.    For,  taking  ground  on  This   principle    ought   even  to   be  more 

that  religious  system,  of  which  we  are  now  in  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  those 

possession,  we  continue  to  act  on  the  early  who  compose  the  collective  sovereign^  tbas 

received,  and  uniformly  continued  sense  c^  upon  those  of  single  princes.     Without  in- 

mankind.     That  sense  not  only,  like  a  wise  struments,   these   princes    can   do   nothing, 

architect,  hath  built  up  the  august  iabric  of  Whoever  uses  instruments,  in  finding  bdpe, 

states,  but  like  a  provident  proprietor,  to  pre-  finds   also    impediments.      Their   power  ii 

serve  the  structure  from  prop^anat  ion  and  ruin,  therefore  by  no  means    complete;   nor  tro 

as  a  sacred  temple,  purged  from  all  the  impu-  they  safe  in  extreme  abuse.    Such  persons, 

ritied  of  finud,  and  violence,  and  injustice,  and  however  elevated  by  flattery,  arrogance,  and 

tyranny,  hath  solemnly  and  for  ever  consecrated  selPopinion,  must  be  sensiUe  that,  whether 

^e  commonwealth,  and  all  that  officiate  in  it.  covered  or  not  by  positive  law,  in  some  way 

This  consecration  is  made,  that  all  who  ad-  or  other  they  are  accountable  even  here  tx 

minister  in  the  government  of  men,  in  which  the  abuse  of  their  trust.    If  they  are  not  cot 

they  stand  in  the  person  of  God  himself,  should  off*  by  a  rebellion  of  their  people,  they  may  be 

have  high  and  worthy  notions  of  their  fiinction  strangled  by  the  very  janissaries  kept  for  their 

and  destination  ;  that  their  hope  should  be  fiill  security  against  all  other   rebellion.    Thus 

of  immortality ;  that  they  should  not  look  to  we  have  seen  the  king  of  France  soM  by  bis 

the  paltry  pelf  of  the  moment,  nor  to  the  tem-  soldiers  for  an  increase  of  pay.    But  where 

porary  and  transient  praise  of  the  vulgar,  but  popular  authority  is  absolute  and  unrestrained, 

to  a  solid  permanent  existence,  in  the  perma-  the  people  have  an  infinitely  greater,  because 

nent  part  of  their  nature,  and  to  a  permanent  a  fiur  better  founded  confidence  in  tneir  own 

fame  and  glory,  in  the  example  they  leave  as  power.      They   are  themselves    in  a  great 

a  rich  inheritance  to  the  world.  measure,  their  own  instruments.    They  are 

Such  sublime  principles  ought  to  be  infijsed  nearer  to  their  objects.     Besides,  they  are 

into  persons  of  exalted  situations ;  and  reli-  less  under  responsibility  to  one  oi  the  greatest 

gious  establishments  provided,  that  may  con-  cuntrouling  powers  on  earth,  the  sense  of  fame 

tinually  revive  and  enforce  them.    Every  sort  and  estimation.    The  share  of  infamy  that  is 

of  moral,  every  sort  of  civil,  every  sort  of  p<^  likely  to  fall  to  tlie  lot  of  eadi  individual  in 

litic  institution,  aiding  the  rational  and  natural  public  acts,  is  sroaU  indeed ;  the  operatioo  of 

ties  that  connect  the  human  understanding  opinion  beiitg  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  noo' 

and  aff*ections  to  the  divine,  are  not  more  than  her  of  those  who  abuse  power.    Their  o«o 

necessary,  in  order  to  build  up  that  wonderfiil  approbation  of  their  own  acts  has  to  them  the 

structure,  Man ;  whose  prerogative  it  is,  to  be  appearance   of  a  public  judgment  in  their 

in  a  great  degree  a  creature*  of  his  own  ma-  fiivour.    A  perfect  democracy  is  therefi>rethe 

king ;  and  yikii  Yihea  made  as  he  ought  to  be  most  shamdess  thing  in  the  world.    ^  it  i> 

made,  is  destmed  to  hold  no  trivial  place  int  he  the  most  shameless,  it  is  also  the  most  fea^ 

creation.    But  whenever  man  is  put  over  men,  less.    No  man  apprehends  in  his  permn  be 

as  the  better  nature  ought  ever  to  preside,  in  can   be  made  subject  to  punishment   C^ 

that  case  more  particularly,  he  should  as  nearly  tainly  the  peofde  at  large  never  ought:  ibr  tf 

■s  possible  be  approximated  to  his  perfectian.  idl  punishments  ai«  for  iffy^  towards  tb* 
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eonservation  of  tho  people  at  large,  the  people  possessors  and  life-renters  in  it,  unmindful  of 

mt  large  can  never  become  the  subject  of  pu-  what  they  have  received  from  their  ancestors, 

nishment  by  any  human  hand.*     It  is  there-  or  of  what  is  due  to  their  posterity,  should  act 

fore  <^  infinite  importance  that  they  should  not  as  if  they  were  the  entire  masters ;  that  they 

be  suffered  to  imagine  that  their  will,  any  should  not  think  it  among  their  rights  to  cut 

more  than  that  of  kin^,  is  the  standard  of  off  the  entail,  or  commit  waste  on  the  inheri- 

right  and  wrong.    They  ought  to  be  persuaded  tance,  by  destroying  at  their  pleasure  the  whole 

that  they  are  full  as  little  entitled,   and  far  original  fabric  of  their  society ;  hazarding  to 

less  qualified,  with  safety  to  themselves,  to  use  leave  to  those  who  come  after  them,  a  ruin 

Anyarbitrary  power  whatsoever;  that  therefore  instead  of  an  habitation — and  teaching  these 

tboy  are  not,  under  a  false  shew  of  liberty,  successors  as  little  to  respect  their  contrivances, 

but,  in  truth,  to  exercise  an  unnatural  inverted  as  they  had  themselves  respected  the  institu- 

domination,  tyrannically  to  exact,  from  those  tions  of  their  forefathers.  By  \hi8  unprincipled 

who  officiate  in  the  state,  not  an  entire  devo-  facility  of  changing  the  state  as  oflen,  and  as 

tion  to  their  interest,  which  is  their  right,  but  much,  and  in  as  many  ways  as  there  are  floa- 

an  abject  submission  to  their  occasional  will ;  ting  fancies  or  fashions,  the  whole  chain  and 

extinguishing  thereby,  in  all  those  who  serve  continuity  of  the  commonwealth  would    be 

them,  all  moral  principle,  all  sense  of  dignity,  broken.    No  one  generation  could  link  with 

all  use  of  judgment,  and  all  consistency  of  the  other.    Men  would  become  little  better 

diaracter,  whilst  by  the  very  san^B  process  they  than  the  flies  of  a  summer, 

give  themselves  up  a  proper,  a  suitable,  but  a  And  first  of  all,  the  science  of  jurisprudence, 

most  contemptible  prey  to  the  servile  ambition  the  pride  dt  the  human  intellect,  which,  with 

of  popular  sycophants  or  courtly  flatterers.  all  its  defects,  redundancies,  and  errours,  is 

When  the  people  have  emptied  themselves  the  collected  reason  of  ages,  combining  the 

of  all  the  lust  of  selfish  will,  which  without  principles  of  original  justice  with  the  infinite 

religion  it  is  utterly   impossible   they  ever  variety  c{  human  ccmcerns,  as  a  heap  of  old 

riioukl,  when  they  are  conscious  that  they  exploded  errours,  would  be  no  longer  studied. 

exercise,  and  exercise  perhaps  in  a  higher  link  Personal  sel^sufficiency  and  arrogance  (the 

of  the  order  of  delegation,  the  power,  which  certain  attendants  upon  all  those  who  have 

to  be  legitimate  must  be  according  to  that  never  experienced  a  wisdom  greater  than  their 

eternal  immutable  law,  in  which  will  and  rea-  own)  would  usurp  the  tribunal.    Of  course, 

son  are  the  same,  they  will  be  more  careful  no  certain  laws,  establishing  invariable  grounds 

how  they  place  power  in  base  and  incapable  of  hope  and  fear,  would  keep  the  actions  of 

hands.     In  their  nomination  to  office,  they  men  in  a  certain  course,  or  direct  them  to  a 

will  not  appoint  to  the  exercise  of  authority,  certain  end.    Nothing  stable  in  the  modes  of 

OS  to  a  pitiful  job,  but  as  to  a  holy  function ;  holding  property,  or  exercising  function,  could 

not  according  to  their  sordid  selfish  interest,  form  a  solid  ground  on  which  any  parent  could 

nor  to  their  wanton  caprice,  nor  to  their  arbi-  speculate  in  the  education  of  his  offspring,  or 

trary  will ;  but  they  will  confer  that  power  in  a  choice  for  their  future  establishment  in 

(which  any  man  may  well  tremble  to  give  or  the   world.     No  principles  would  be  early 

to  receive)  on  those  only,  in  whom  they  may  worked  into  the  habits.    As  soon  as  the  most 

discern  that  predominant  proportion  of  active  able   instructor  had  completed  his  laborious 

virtue  and  wisdom,  taken  together  and  fitted  course  of  institution,  instead  of  sending  forth 

to  the  charge,  such,  as  in  the  great  and  ine-  his  pupil,  accomplished  in  a  virtuous  disci- 

▼itable  mixed  mass  of  human  imperfections  pline,  fitted  to  procure  him  attention  and  re- 

axx]  infirmities,  is  to  be  found.  spect,  in  his  place  in  society,  he  would  find 

When  they  are  habitually  convinced  that  no  every  thing  altered ;  and  that  he  had  turned 

evil  can  be  acceptable,  either  in  the  act  or  the  out  a  poor  creature  to  the  contempt  and  deri- 

permission,   to  him  whose  essence  is  good,  sion  of  the  world,  ignorant  of  the  true  grounds 

they  will  be  better  able  to  extirpate  out  of  the  of  estimation.    Who  would  insure  a  tender 

minds  of  all  magistrates,  civil,  ecclesiastical,  and  delicate  sense  of  honour  to  beat  almost 

or  military,  any  thing  that  bears  the  least  re-  with  the  first  pulses  of  the  heart,  when  no 

semblance  to  a  proud  and  lawless  domination,  man  could  know  what  would  be  the  test  of 

But  one  of  the  first  and  most  leading  prin-  honour  in  a  nation,  continually  varying  the 

ciplea  on  which  the  commonwealth  and  the  standard  of  its  coin  ?   No  part  of  life  wouU 

laws  are  consecrated,  is  lest  the  temporary  retain  its  acquisitions.    Barbarism  with  regard 

to  science  and  literature,  unskilfulness  with 

♦  Quicquki  multis  peccatur  inultum.  regard  to  arts  and  manufactures,  wouW  infaUf* 
Vol.  L— 3S 
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bb  luoceed  to  the  want  of  a  steady  education  to  leparate  and  tear  asunder  the  bands  ofthek 

and  settled  princi(>le ;  and  thus  the  common-  aubordinate  coaunuauty,  and  to  dissolve  it  into 

wealth  itself  would,  in  a  few  generations,  an  unsocial,  uncivil,   unconnected  chaos  of 

crumble  away,  be  disconnected  into  the  dust  elementary  principles.    It  is  the  first  and  su- 

and  powder  of  individuality,  and  at  length  dis-  preme  necessity  only,  a  nec^ity  that  is  not 

persed  to  all  the  winds  of  heaven.  chosen,  but  chooses,  a  necessity  paramouotto 

To  avoid  therefore  the  evils  of  inconstancy  deliberation,  that  admits  no  discussion,  and 

and  versatility,  ten  thousand  times  worse  than  demands  no  evidence,  which  alone  can  justify 

those  of  obstinacy  and  the  blindest  prejudice,  a  resort  to  anarchy.     This  necessity  is  no 

we  have  consecrated  the  state,  that  no  man  exception  to  the  rule ;  because  this  necessity 

should  approach  to  look  into  its  defects  or  cor-  itself  is  a  part  too  cf  that  moral  and  physical 

ruptions  but  with  due  caution ;  that  he  should  disposition  of  things  to  which  man  must  be 

never  dream  of  beginning  its  reformation  by  obedient  by  consent  of  force ;  but  if  that  wluch 

its  subversion  ;  that  he  should  approach  to  the  is   only  submission    to  necessity    should  be 

&ults  of  the  state  as  to  the  wounds  of  a  father,  made  the  object  of  choice,  the  law  is  broken, 

with  pious  awe  and  trembling  solicitude.    By  nature  is  disobeyed,  and  the  rebellious  are 

this  wise  prejudice  we  are  taught  to  look  with  outlawed,   cast  forth,  and  exiled,   from  this 

horrour  on  those  children  of  their  country  who  world  of  reascm,  and  order,  and  peace,  and 

are  prompt  nshiy  to  hack  that  aged  parent  in  virtue,  and  fruitful  penitence,  into  the  antago- 

pieces,  and  put  him  into  the  kettle  of  magi-  nist  worU  of  (padness,  disccMtl,  vice,confusioD, 

cians,  in  hopes  that  by  their  poisonous  weeds,  and  unavailing  sorrow, 
and  wild  incantations,  they  may  regenerate        These,  my  dear  Sir,  are,  were,  and  I  think 

the  paternal  constituti(»i,  and  renovate  their  long  will  be,  the  sentiments  <^  not  the  least 

father's  life.  learned  and  reflecting  part  <^  this  kingdom. 

Society  is  indeed  a  contract.  Subordinate  They  who  are  included  in  this  description, 
contracts  for  objects  of  mere  occasional  inte-  form  their  opinions  on  such  grounds  as  sudi 
rest  may  be  dissolved  at  pleasure — but  the  persons  ought  to  form  them.  The  less  inqui- 
state  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  nothing  ring  receive  them  from  an  authority,  which 
better  than  a  partnership  agreement  in  a  trade  those  whom  Providence  dooms  to  live  on  trust 
of  pepper  and  cofiee,  calico  or  tobacco,  or  need  not  be  ashamed  to  rely  on.  These  two 
some  other  such  low  concern,  to  be  taken  up  sorts  of  men  move  in  the  same  direction, 
for  a  little  temporary  interest,  and  to  be  dis-  though  in  a  diSer&at  place.  They  both  move 
solved  by  the  fancy  of  the  parties.  It  is  to  be  with  the  (xtier  of  the  universe.  They  all  know 
looked  on  with  other  reverence  ;  because  it  is  or  fe^  this  great  ancient  truth :  **  Q.uod  illi 
not  a  partnership  in  things  subservient  only  to  principi  et  praepotenti  Deo  qui  omnem  hunc 
the  gross  animal  existence  oi  a  temporary  and  mundum  regit,  nihil  eorum  quae  quidem  fianl 
perishable  nature.  It  is  a  partnership  in  all  in  terris  acceptius  quam  concilia  et  caetus 
science ;  a  partnership  in  all  art ;  a  partner-  hominum  jure  sociati  quae  civitates  appel- 
^ip  in  every  virtue,  and  in  all  peifection.  As  lantur."  They  take  this  tenet  of  the  head 
the  ends  of  such  a  partnership  cannot  be  ob-  and  heart,  not  from  the  great  name  which  it 
tained  in  many  generations,  it  becomes  a  part-  unmediately  bears,  nor  from  the  greater  from 
nership  not  only  between  those  who  are  living,  whence  it  is  derived ;  but  from  that  which  alone 
but  between  those  who  are  living,  those  who  can  give  true  weight  and  sanction  to  any 
are  dead,  and  those  who  are  to  be  born.  Each  learned  opinion,  the  conunon  nature  and  coin- 
contract  of  each  particular  state  is  but  a  clause  mon  relation  of  men.  Persuaded  that  all 
in  the  great  primaeval  contract  of  eternal  soci-  things  ought  to  be  daae  with  reference,  and 
ety,  linking  the  lower  with  the  higher  natures,  referring  sdl  to  the  point  of  reference  to  which 
connecting  the  visible  and  invisible  world,  all  should  be  directed,  they  think  themselves 
according  to  a  fixed  compact  sanctioned  by  the  bound,  not  only  as  individuals  in  the  sanctuaiy 
inviolable  oath  which  holds  all  physical  and  all  of  the  heart,  or  as  congregated  in  that  personal 
moral  natures,  each  in  their  appointed  place,  capacity,  to  renew  the  memory  of  their  high 
This  law  is  not  subject  to  the  will  of  those,  origin  and  cast ;  but  also  in  their  corporate 
who  by  an  obligation  above  them,  and  infi-  character  to  perform  their  national  homage  to 
nitely  siiperiour,  are  bound  to  submit  their  the  institutor,  and  author  and  protector  of 
wiQ  to  that  law.  The  municipal  corporations  civil  society;  without  which  civil  society  man 
of  that  universal  kingdom  are  not  morally  at  could  not  by  any  possibility  arrive  at  the  per^ 
liberty  at  their  pleasure,  and  on  their  specu-  fection  of  which  his  nature  is  capable,  nor 
'  'ations  of  a  contingent  improvement,  wholly  even  make  a  remoto  and  fiunt  apfvoacfa  to  it 
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They  conceive  that  He  who  gave  our  nature  their  church  establishment  as  convenient,  but 
to  be  perfected  by  our  virtue,  willed  also  the  as  essential  to  their  state  ;  not  as  a  thing  he- 
necessary  means  of  its  perfection.— He  willed  terogeneous  and  separable ;  something  added 
therefore  the  state — ^He  willed  its  connection  for  accommodation;  what  they  may  either  keep 
with  the  source  and  original  archetype  of  all  or  lay  aside,  according  to  their  temporary  idea* 
perfection.  They  who  are  convinced  of  this  of  convenience.  They  consider  it  as  the  foun* 
his  will,  which  is  the  law  of  laws,  and  the  dation  of  their  whole  constituticm,  with  which, 
sovereign  of  sovereigns,  cannot  think  it  re-  and  with  every  part  of  which,  it  holds  an  indis- 
prehensible  that  this  our  corporate  fealty  and  soluble  union.  Church  and  state  are  ideas  inse- 
bomage,  that  this  our  recognition  of  a  signicMry  parable  in  their  minds,  and  scarcely  is  the  one 
paramount,  I  had  almost  said  this  oblaticm  of  ever  mentioned  without  mentioning  the  other, 
the  state  itself,  as  a  worthy  offering  on  the  Our  education  is  so  formed  as  to  confirm 
high  altar  of  universal  praise,  should  be  pep-  and  fix  this  impression.  Our  education  is  in 
formed  as  all  public  sdemn  acts  are  performed,  a  manner  wholly  in  the  hands  of  ecclesiastics, 
in  buildings,  in  music,  in  decorations,  in  and  in  all  stages  from  infancy  to  manhood, 
speech,  in  the  dignity  of  persons,  according  to  Even  when  our  youth,  leaving  schools  and 
the  customs  of  mankind,  taught  by  their  na-  universities,  enter  that  most  important  period 
ture !  that  is,  with  modest  splendour,  with  of  life  which  begins  to  link  experience  and 
unassuming  state,  with  mild  majes^  and  sober  study  together,  and  when  with  that  view  they 
pomp.  For  those  purposes  they  think  some  visit  other  countries,  instead  of  oki  domesticf 
part  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  is  as  usefully  whom  we  have  seen  as  gorecnourB  to  prindpdl 
employed  as  it  can  be,  in  fomenting  the  luxury  aaen  fitm  other  parts,  tlnee-fourths  of  those 
of  individuals.  It  is  the  public  ornament.  It  who  go  abroad  with  our  young  nobility  and 
is  the  public  consdation.  It  nouriidies  the  gentlemen  are  ecclesiastics  ;  not  as  austere 
public  hope.  The  pooreitt  man  finds  his  own  masters,  nor  as  mere  followers ;  but  as  friends 
importance  and  dignity  in  it,  whilst  the  wealth  and  companions  of  a  graver  character,  and 
and  pride  <^  individu^s  at  every  moment  not  seldom  persons  as  well  bom  as  themselves, 
makes  the  man  of  humble  rank  aiid  fortune  With  them,  as  relations,  they  most  commonly 
sensible  of  hb  inferiority,  and  degrades  and  keep  up  a  close  connection  through  life.  By 
vilifies  his  condition.  It  is  fm  the  man  in  this  connection  we  conceive  that  we  attach  our 
humble  life,  and  to  raise  his  nature,  and  to  gentlemen  to  the  church ;  and  we  liberalize  the 
put  him  in  mind  of  a  state  in  which  the  church  by  an  intercourse  with  the  leading  cha- 
privileges  of  opulence  will  cease,  when  he  racters  of  the  country, 
will  be  equal  by  nature,  and  may  be  more  So  tenacious  are  we  of  the  old  ecclesiastical 
than  equal  by  virtue,  that  this  portion  of  the  modes  and  fashions  of  institution,  that  very 
general  wealth  of  his  country  is  employed  and  little  alteration  has  been  made  in  them  since 
sanctified.  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century;  adhering 

I  assure  you  I  do  not  aim  at  singularity,  in  this  particular,  as  in  all  things  else,  to  our 

I  giv®  you  opinions  which  have  been  accepted  ■  old  settled  maxim,  never  entirely  nor  at  once 

among  us,  from  very  early  times  to  this  mo-  to  depart  from  antiquity.    We  found  these  oki 

ment,  with  a  continued  and  general  appro-  institutions,  on  the  whole,  favourable  to  mo- 

bati(Hi,  and  which  indeed  are  so  worked  into  rality  and  discipline  ;  and  we  thought  they 

my  mind,  that  I  am  unable  to  distinguish  what  were  susceptible  of  amendment,  without  al- 

I  have  learned  from  others  from  the  results  of  tering  the  ground.     "VVe   thought  that  they 

my  own  meditation.  were  capable  of  receiving  and  meliorating, 

It  is  on  some  such  principles  that  the  majo-  and  above  all  of  preserving,  the  accessions  of 

rity  of  the  people  of  England,  far  firom  thinking  science  and  literature,  as  the  order  of  Provi- 

a  religious  national  establishment  unlawfiil,  dence  should  successively  produce  them.   And 

hardly  think  it  lawful  to  be  without  one.    In  after  all,  with  this  gothic  and  monkish  edu- 

France  you  are  wholly  mistaken  if  you  do  not  cation  (for  sudi  it  is  in  the  ground-work)  we 

believe  us  above  all  other  things  attached  to  it,  may  put  in  our  claim  to  as  ample  and  as  eaijy 

and  beyond  all  other  nations;  and  when  this  a  share  in  all  the  improvements  in  science,  in 

people  has  acted  unwisely  and  unjustifiably  in  arts,  and  in  literature,  which  have  illuminated 

its  fiivour  (as  in  some  instances  they  have  and  adorned  the  modern  world,  as  any  other 

done  most  certainly)  in  their  very  errours  you  nation  in  Europe;  we  think  one  main  cause 

will  at  least  discover  their  zeal.  of  this  improvement  was  our  not  despising  the 

This  principle  runs  through  the  whole  sys-  patrimony  of  knowledge  which  was  left  us  by 

tem  of  theur  polity.    They  do  not  consider  oar  forefathers. 


I 


500  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE. 

It  is  from  our  attachment  to  a  church  esta-  firat  object  in  the  ecclesiastical  instHutioa,  lod 

blishraent  that  the   English  nation  did  not  in  all  institutions.    They  have  been  taught, 

think  it  wise  to  entrust  that  great  fundamental  that  the  circumstance  of  the  gospel's  being 

interest  of  the  whole  to  what  they  trust  no  part  preached  to  the  poor,  was  one  of  the  great  testi 

of  their  civil  or  military  public  service,  that  is,  of  its  true  mission.     They  think,  tberefixe, 

to  the  unsteady  and  precarious  contribution  of  that  those  do  not  believe  it,  who  do  not  take 

individuals.   They  go  further.    They  certainly  care  it  shouki  be  preached  to  the  poor.   But 

never  have  suflTered  and  never  will  suffer  the  as  they  know  that  charity  is  not  confined  to 

fixed  estate  of  the  church  to  be  converted  into  any  one  description,  but  ought  to  apply  itself 

a  pension,  to  depend  on  the  treasury,  and  to  to  all  men  who  have  wants,  they  are  not  ds* 

be  delayed,  withheld,  or  perhaps  to  be  extin-  prived  of  a  due  and  anxious  sensatioB  of  pi^ 

guished  by  fiscal  difficulties ;  which  difficulties  to  the  distresses  of  the  miserable  great.    They 

may  sometimes  be  pretended  for  political  pur-  are  not  repelled  through  a  fastidious  delicacy, 

poses,  and  are  in  fact  often  brought  on  by  the  at  the  stench  of  their  arrogance  and  presump* 

extravagance,  negligence,  and  rapacity  of  po-  tion,  from  a  medicinal  attention  to  their  meo- 

litician?.    The  people  of  England  think  that  tal  bbtches  and  ninning  sores.      They  are 

they  have  constitutional  motives,  as  well  as  sensible,  that  religious  instruction  is  of  more 

religious,  against  any  project  of  turning  their  consequence  to  them  than  to  any  otheri ;  from 

independent   clergy   into  ecclesiastical  pen-  the  greatness  of  the  temptation  to  whidi  they 

■ioners   of  state.      They  tremble  for    their  arc  exposed ;  from  the  important  consequences 

liberty,  from  the  influence   of  a  clergy  de-  that  attend  their  faults ;  from  the  contagion  of 

pendent  on  the  crown  ;  they  tremble  for  the  their  ill  example;  from  the  necessity  d* bowing 

public  tranquillity  from  the  disorders  of  a  fac-  down  the  stu'ibom  neck  of  their  pnde  and  am- 

tious  clergy,  if  it  were  made  to  depend  upon  bilion  to  the  yoke  of  moderation  and  virtue ; 

any  other  than  the  crown.    They  therefore  from  a  consideration  of  the  fat  stupklity  and 

made  their  church,  like  their  king  and  their  gross  ignorance  concerning  what  imports  men 

nobility,  independent.  most  to  know,  which  prevails  at  courts,  and  at 

From  the  united  considerations  of  religion  the  head  of  armies,  and  in  senates,  as  much 

and  constitutional  policy,  from  their  opinion  as  at  the  loom  and  in  the  field. 

of  a  duty  to  make  a  sure  provision  for  the  con-  The  English  people  are  satisfied,  that  to  the 

eolation  of  the  feeble,  and  the  instruction  of  the  great  the  consolations  of  religion  are  as  neccs- 

ignorant,  they  have  incorporated  and  identi-  sary  as  its  instructions.     They  too  are  among 

fied  the  estate  of  the  church  with  the  mass  of  the  unhappy.    They  feel  personal  pain  and 

private  property,  of  which  the  slate  is  not  the  domestic  sorrow.    In  these  they  have  no  pri- 

proprietor,  either  for  use  or  dominion,  but  the  Tilege,  but  are  subject  to  pay  their  full  contio- 

guardian  only  and  the  regulator.    They  have  gent  to  the  contributions  levied  on  mortality. 

ordained  that  the  provision  of  this  establish-  They  want  this  sovereign  balm  under  their 

ment  might  be  as  stable  as  the  earth  on  which  gnawing  cares  and  anxieties,  which  being  less 

it  stands,  and  should  not  fluctuate  with  the  conversant  about  the  limited  wants  of  animal 

Euripus  of  funds  and  actions.  Ufb,  range  without  limit,  and  are  diversified  by 

The  men  of  England,  the  men,  I  mean,  of  infinite  contbinations  in  the  wild  and  unboun- 

light  and  leading  in  England,  whose  wisdom  ded  regions  of  imagination.    Some  charitable 

(if  they  have  any)  is  open  and  direct,  would  dole  is  wanting  to  these,  our  oflen  very  un- 

be  ashamed,  as  of  a  silly  deceitful  trick,  to  happy  brethren,  to  fill  the  gloomy  void  that 

profess  any  religion  in  name,  which  by  their  reigns  in  minds  which  have  nothing  on  earth 

proceedings  they  appear  to  contemn.    If  by  to  hope  or  fear;  something  to  relieve  in  the 

their  conduct  (the  only  language  that  rarely  killing  languor  and  over-laboured  lassitude  of 

liw)   they  seemed  to  regard  the  great  ruling  those  who  have  nothing  to  do;  something  to 

pnnciple  of  the  moral  and  the  natural  world,  as  excite  an  appetite  to  existence  in  the  palled 

a  mere  invention  to  keep  the  vulgar  in  obe-  satiety  which  attends  on  all  pleasures  which 

dience,  they  apprehend  that  by  such  a  conduct  may  be  bought,  where  nature  is  not  lefl  to  her 

they  would  defeat  the  politic  purpose  they  own  process,  where  even  desire  is  anticipated, 

have  in  view.     They  would  find  it  difficult  to  and  therefore  fruition  defeated  by  meditated 

make  others  believe  in  a  system  to  which  they  schemes  and  contrivances  of  delight ;  and  no 

manifestly  gave  no  credit  themselves.    The  interval,  no  obstacle,  is  interposed  between  die 

Christian  statesmen  of  this  land  would  indeed  wish  and  the  aocoroplishment. 

first  provide  for  the  multitude ;  because  it  is  The  people  of  Engiand  know  how  Uttle  ii>- 

»e  multaude;  and  is  therefore,  as  such,  the  fluence  the  teacben  of  religioo  ara  likeij  to 
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hftTO  with  the  wealthy  and  powerful  of  long  something  is  generally  so  employed.  It  ii 
standing,  and  how  mnch  less  with  the  newly  better  to  cherish  virtue  and  humanity ,  by  lea- 
fortunate,  if  they  appear  in  a  manner  no  way  ving  much  to  free  wilt,  even  with  some  loss  to 
assorted  to  those  with  whom  they  must  asso-  the  object,  than  to  attempt  to  make  men  mere 
ciate,  and  over  whom  they  must  even  exercise,  machines  and  instruments  of  a  political  bene- 
in  some  cases,  something  like  an  authority,  volence.  The  world  on  the  whole  will  gain  by 
What  must  they  think  of  that  body  of  teachers,  a  liberty,  without  which  virtue  cannot  exist, 
if  they  see  it  in  no  part  above  the  establish-  When  once  the  commonwealth  has  esta- 
ment  of  their  domestic  servants?  If  the  po-  blished  the  estates  of  the  church  as  property, 
▼erty  were  voluntary,  there  might  be  some  it  can,  consistently,  hear  nothing  of  the  more  or 
difference.  Strmig  instances  of  self-denial  the  less.  Too  much  and  too  little  are  treason 
operate  powerfully  on  our  minds ;  and  a  man  against  property.  What  evil  can  arise  from 
who  has  no  wants  has  obtained  great  freedom  the  quantity  in  any  hand,  whilst  the  supreme 
and  firmness,  and  even  dignity.  But  as  the  authority  has  the  full,  sovereign,  superinten- 
mass  of  any  description  of  men  are  but  men,  dence  over  this,  as  over  any  property,  to  p^e- 
and  their  poverty  cannot  be  voluntary,  that  vent  every  species  of  abuse  ;  and,  whenever  it 
disrespect  which  attends  upon  all  lay  poverty,  notably  deviates,  to  give  to  it  a  direction  agree- 
will  not  depart  from  the  ecclesiastical.  Our  able  to  the  purposes  of  its  institution, 
provident  constitution  has  therefore  taken  care  In  England  most  of  us  conceive  that  it  is 
that  those  who  are  to  instruct  presumptuous  envy  and  malignity  towards  those  who  are 
ignorance,  those  who  are  to  be  censors  over  often  the  beginners  of  their  own  fortune,  and 
insolent  vice,  should  neither  incur  their  con-  not  a  love  of  the  self-denial  and  mortification 
tempt,  nor  live  upon  their  alms ;  nor  will  it  of  the  ancient  church,  that  makes  some  look 
tempt  the  rich  to  a  neglect  of  the  true  medi-  askance  at  the  distinctions,  and  honours,  and 
cine  of  their  minds.  For  these  reasons,  whilst  revenues,  which,  taken  fi'om  no  person,  are 
we  provide  first  for  the  poor,  and  with  a  paren-  set  apart  for  virtue.  The  cars  of  the  people 
tal  solicitude,  we  have  not  relegated  religion  of  England  are  distinguishing.  They  hear 
(like  something  we  were  ashamed  to  shew)  these  men  speak  broad.  Their  tongue  betrays 
to  obscure  municipalities  or  rustic  villages,  them.  Their  language  is  in  the  patois  of 
No !  we  will  have  her  to  exalt  her  mitred  fraud ;  in  the  cant  and  gibberish  of  hypocrisy, 
front  in  courts  and  parliaments.  We  will  The  people  of  England  must  think  so,  when 
have  her  mixed  throughout  the  whole  mass  of  these  praters  affect  to  carry  back  the  clergy  to 
life,  and  blended  with  all  the  classes  of  society,  that  primitive  evangelic  poverty,  which,,  in  the 
The  people  ofEngland  will  shew  to  the  haughty  spirit,  ought  always  to  exist  in  them,  (and  in 
potentates  of  the  world,  and  to  their  talking  us  too,  however  we  may  like  it,)  but  in  the 
•ophisters,  that  a  free,  a  generous,  an  informed  thing  must  be  varied,  when  the  relation  of  that 
nation,  honours  the  high  magistrates  of  its  body  to  the  state  is  altered ;  when  manners, 
church  ;  that  it  will  not  suffer  the  insolence  of  when  modes  of  life,  when  indeed  the  whole 
wealth  and  titles,  or  any  other  species  of  proud  order  of  human  affairs  has  undergone  a  total 
pretension,  to  look  down  with  scorn  upon  what  revolution.  We  shall  believe  those  reformers 
they  look  up  to  with  reverence ;  nor  presume  then  to  be  honest  enthusiasts,  not  as  now  we 
to  trample  on  that  acquired  personal  nobility,  think  them,  cheats  and  deceivers,  when  we 
which  iey  intend  always  to  be,  and  which  see  them  throwing  their  own  goods  into  com- 
often  is,  the  fruit,  not  the  reward,  (for  what  mon,  and  submitting  their  own  persons  to  the 
can  be  the  reward?)  of  learning,  piety,  and  austere  discipline  of  the  early  church, 
virtue.  They  can  see,  without  pain  or  grud-  With  these  ideas  rooted  in  their  minds,  the 
ging,  an  archbishop  precede  a  duke.  They  can  commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  national 
•ee  a  bishop  of  Durham,  or  a  bishop  of  Win-  emergencies,  will  never  seek  their  resource 
Chester,  in  possession  of  ten  thousand  pounds  from  the  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  the 
a  year ;  and  cannot  conceive  why  it  is  in  church  and  poor.  Sacrilege  and  proscription 
worse  hands  than  estates  to  the  like  amount  in  are  not  among  the  ways  and  means  c^  our 
the  hands  of  this  earl,  or  that  squire ;  although  conraiittee  of  supply.  The  Jews  in  Change 
it  may  be  true,  that  so  many  dogs  and  horses  Alley  have  not  yet  dared  to  hint  their  hopes  of 
are  not  kept  by  the  former,  and  fed  with  the  a  mortgage  on  the  revenues  belonging  to  tha 
▼ictuals  which  ought  to  nourish  the  children  of  see  of  Canterbury.  I  am  not  afraid  that  I 
the  people.  It  is  true,  the  whole  church  reve-  shall  be  disavowed,  when  I  assure  you,  that 
mie  is  not  always  employed,  and  to  every  shil-  there  is  not  one  public  man  in  this  kingdom^ 
Ung,  in  charity ;  nor  perhaps  ought  it;  but  whom  vou  would  wish  to  quote;  no  not  one  cf 
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•ny  party  or  description,  who  docs  not  repro-  of  religion,  by  education,  and  by  tho  plaee 

bate  the  dishonest,  perfidious,  and  cruel  cunfis-  they  held  in  the  administration  d* its  fmictioos, 

cation  which  the  national  assembly  has  been  are  to  receive  the  remnants  of  the  property  as 

compelled  to  make,  of  that  property  which  it  alms  from  the  profane  and  impious  hands  of 

was  their  first  duty  to  protect.  those  who  had  plundered  them  of  all  the  rest; 

It  is  with  the  exultation  of  a  little  national  to  receive  (if  they  are  at  all  to  receive)  not 
pride  I  tell  you,  that  those  among  us  who  from  the  charitable  contributions  <^  the  faithful, 
have  wished  to  pledge  the  societies  of  Paris  but  fixHn  the  insolent  tenderness  of  known  and 
in  the  cup  of  their  abominations,  have  been  avowed  atheism,  the  maintenance  of  religioo, 
disappointed.  The  robbery  of  your  church  has  measured  out  tu  them  on  the  standard  of  the 
proved  a  security  to  the  possessions  of  ours,  contempt  in  which  it  is  held ;  and  (or  the  pur- 
It  has  roused  the  people.  They  see  with  pose  c{  rendering  those  who  receive  the  allow- 
horrour  and  alarm  that  enormous  and  shame-  ance  vile,  and  of  no  estimation  in  the  eyes  of 
less  act  of  proscription.    It  has  opened,  and  mankind. 

will  more  and  more  open,  their  eyes  upon  the  But  this  act  of  seizure  of  property,  it  se«ns, 

selfish  enlargement  of  mind,  and  the  narrow  is  a  judgment  in  law,  and  not  a  confiscation, 

liberality  of  sentiment  of  insidious  men,  which,  They  have,  it  seems,  found  out  in  the  acade- 

commencing  in  close  hypocrisy  and  fraud,  have  mies  of  the  Palais  Royal,  and  the  Jaeobiiu, 

ended  in  open  violence  and  rapine.    At  home  that  certain  men  had  no  right  to  the  posses* 

we  behold  similar  beginnings.    We  are  on  our  sions  which  they  held  under  law,  usage,  the 

guard  against  similar  conclusions.  decisions  of  courts,  and  the  accumulated  pre- 

I  hope  we  shall  never  be  so  totally  lost  to  all  scription  of  a  thousand  years.  They  say  that 
sense  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  law  ecclesiastics  are  fictitious  perscMis,  creatures  oS 
of  social  union,  as,  upon  any  pretext  of  public  the  state,  whom  at  pleasure  they  may  destroy, 
service,  to  confiscate  the  goods  of  a  single  and  of  course  limit  and  modify  in  every  par- 
unoffending  citizen.  Whobutatyrant(aname  ticular;  that  the  goods  they  possess  are  not 
expressive  of  every  thing  which  can  vitiate  properly  theirs,  but  belong  to  the  state  which 
and  degrade  human  nature)  could  think  c^  created  the  fiction;  and  we  are  therefore  not 
seizing  on  the  property  of  men,  unaccused,  to  trouble  ourselves  with  what  they  may  suffer 
unheard,  untried,  by  whole  descriptions,  by  in  their  natural  feelings  and  natural  persons, 
hundreds  and  thousands  together  ?  Who  that  on  accoount  of  what  is  done  towards  them  in 
bad  not  lost  every  trace  of  humanity,  coukl  this  their  constructive  character.  Of  what 
think  of  casting  down  men  of  exalted  rank  and  import  is  it,  under  what  names  you  injure  men, 
sacred  function,  some  of  them  of  an  age  to  call  and  deprive  them  of  the  just  emoluments  of  a 
at  once  for  reverence  and  compassion,  of  cas-  profession,  in  which  they  were  not  only  per- 
ting  them  down  from  the  highest  situation  in  mitted  but  encouraged  by  the  state  to  engage ; 
the  commonwealth,  wherein  they  were  main-  and  upon  the  supposed  certainty  of  wtucb 
tained  by  their  own  landed  property,  to  a  state  emoluments  they  had  formed  the  plan  of  their 
of  indigence,  depression,  and  contempt?  lives,  contracted  debts,  and  led  multitudes  to 

The    confiscators   tnily  have  made   some  an  entire  dependence  upon  them  ? 

allowance  to  their  victims  fi-om  the  scraps  and  You  do  not  imagine.  Sir,  that  I  am  going  to 

firagments  of  their  own  tables,  from  which  they  compliment  the  miserable  distinction  of  per- 

have  been  so  harshly  driven,  and  which  have  sons  with  any  long  discussion.   The  arguments 

been  so  bountifully  spread  for  a  feast  to  the  of  tyranny  are  as  contemptiUe  as  its  force  is 

harpies  of  usury.     But  to  drive  men  fix)m  dreadful.     Had  not  your  confiscators,  by  their 

independence  to  live  on  alms,  is  itself  great  early  crimes,  obtained  a  power  which  secures 

cruelty.     That  which  might  be  a  tolerable  indemnity  to  all  the  crimes  of  which  they  have 

conditicm  to  men  in  one  state  of  life,  and  not  since  been  guilty,  «•  that  they  can  commit,  it 

habituated  to  other  things,  may,  when  all  these  is  not  the  syllogism  of  the  logician,  but  the  lash 

circumstances  are  altered,  be  a  dreadful  revo-  of  the  executioner  that  would  have  refuted  a 

kiti(H) ;  and  one  to  which  a  virtuous  mind  sophistry  which  becmnes  an  accomplice  of 

would    feel   pain   in  condemnmg  any  guilt,  theft  and  murder.    The  sophistic  tyrants  of 

except  that  which  would  demand  the  life  of  Paris  are  loud  in  their  declamations  against 

the  ofi^ender.    But  to  many  minds  this  punidi-  the  departed  regal  tyrants,  who  in  former  ages 

ment  of  degradation  and  infatfUf  is  worse  than  have  vexed  the  world.    They  are  thus  bold, 

death.    Undoubtedly  it  is  an  infinite  aggrava-  because  they  are  safe  from  the  dungeons  and 

•"^  ^  this  cruel  suffering,  tliat  the  persons  .  iron  cages  of  their  old  masters.     Shall  we  be 

.who  were  taught  a  double  prejudice  in  favour  more  tender  of  the  tyrants  of  our  own  tims^ 
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wben  we  see  them  acting  worse  tragedies  been  deprived  of  their  allowances  by  the  most 

under  our  eyes?  shall  we  not  use  the  same  arbitrary  mbisters,  in  the  most  arbitrary  times, 

liberty  that  they  do,  when  we  can  use  it  with  by  this  assembly  of  the  rights  of  men,  robbed 

the  same  safety  ?  when  to  speak  honest  truth  without  mercy.    They  were  told,  in  answer  to 

only  requires  a  contempt  of  the  opinion  of  their  claim  to  the  bread  earned  with  their 

those  whose  actions  we  abhor  ?  blood,  that  their  services  had  not  been  rendered 

This  outrage  on  all  the  rights  of  property  to  the  country  that  now  exists, 

was  at  first  covered  with  what,  on  the  system  This  laxity  of  public  faith  is  not  confined  to 

of  their  conduct,  was  the  most  astcmishing  of  those  unfortunate   persons.     The  assembly, 

all  pretexts — a  regard  to  national  faith.    The  with  perfect  consistency  it  must  be  owned,  is 

enemies  to  property  at  first  pretended  a  most  engaged  in  a  respectable  deliberation  how  Su 

tender,  delicate,  and  scrupulous  anxiety  for  it  is  bound  by  the  treaties  made  with  other 

keeping  the  Kng's  engagements  with  the  pub-  nations  under  the  former  government,   and 

lie  creditor.     These  professors  of  the  rights  of  their  committee   is  to  report  which  of  them 

men  are  so  busy  in  teaching  others,  that  they  they  ought  to  ratify,  and  which  not.    By  this 

have  not  leisure  to  learn  any  thing  themselves :  means  Uiey  have  put  the  external  fidelity  of 

otherwise  they  would  have  known,  that  it  is  to  this  virgin  state  on  a  par  with  its  internal, 

the  property  of  the  citizen,  and  not  to  the  de-  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  upon  what  rational 

mands  of  the  creditor  of  the  state,  that  the  first  principle  the  royal  government  should  not,  oi 

and  original  faith  of  civil  society  is  pledged,  tlie  two,  rather  have  possessed  the  power  of 

The  claim  of  the  citizen  is  prior  in  time,  para-  rewarding  service,  and  making  treaties,  in 

mount  in  title,  superiour  in  equity.  The  fortunes  virtue  of  its  prerogative,  than  that  of  pledging 

ofindividuals,  whether  possessed  by  acquisition,  to  creditors  the  revenue  of  the  state,  actual 

or  by  descent,  (xr  in  virtue  of  a  participation  and  possible.    The  treasure  of  the  nation,  of 

in  the  goods  of  some  community,  were  no  part  aU  things,  has  been  the  least  allowed  to  the 

of  the  creditor's  security,  expressed  or  ia^>Ued.  prerogative  of  the  king  of  France,  or  to  the 

They  never  so  much  as  entered  into  his  head  prerogative  of  any  king  in  Europe.    To  mort- 

when  he  made  his  bargain.    He  well  knew  gage  the  public  revenue  implies  the  sovereign 

that  the  public,  whether   represented  by  a  dominion,  in  the  fullest  sense,  over  the  public 

monarch  or  by  a  senate,  can  pledge  nothing  purse.    It  goes  far  beyond  the  trust  even  of  a 

but  the  public  estate ;  and  it  can  have  no  public  temporary  and  occasional  taxation.    The  acts 

estate,  except  in  what  it  derives  (rom  a  just  however  of  that  dangerous  power  (the  distinc- 

and  proportioned  imposition  upon  the  citizens  tive  mark  of  a  boundless  despotism)  have  been 

at  large.    This  was  engaged,  and  nothing  else  alodie  held  sacred.    Whence  arose  thb  prefe- 

could  be  engaged  to  the  public  creditor.    No  rence  given  by  a  democratic  assembly  to  a 

man  can  mortgage  his  injustice  as  a  pawn  for  body  o^  property  deriving  its  title  from  the 

his  fidelity.  most  critical  and  obnoxious  of  all  the  exertions 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  some  observation  of  monarchical  authority?  Reason  can  furnish 

on  the  contradictions  caused  by  the  extreme  nothing  to  reconcile  inconsistency ;  nor  can 

rigour  and  the  extreme  laxity  of  this  new  pub-  partial  &vour  be  accounted  for  upon  equitable 

lie  faith,  which  influenced  in  this  transaction,  principles.     But  the  contradiction  and  par- 

and  which  influenced  not  according  to  the  tiality  which  admit  no  justification,  are  not  the 

nature  of  the  obligation,  but  to  the  description  less  without  an  adequate  cause ;  and  that  cause 

of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  engaged.    No  I  do  not  think  it  difficult  to  discover, 

acts  of  the  old  government  of  the  kings  of  France  By  the  vast  debt  of  France  a  great  monied 

are  held  valid  in  the  national  assembly,  except  interest  has  insensibly  grown  up,  and  with  it  a 

its  pecuniary  engagements ;  acts  of  all  others  great  power.    By  the  ancient  usages  which 

of  the  most  ambiguous  legality.    The  rest  of  prevailed  in  that  kingdom,  the  general  circu- 

the  acts  of  that  royal  government  are  considered  lation  of  proper^,  and  in  particular  the  mutual 

in  so  odious  a  light,  that  to  have  a  claim  under  convertibility  of  land  into  money,  and  of  money 

its  authority  is  looked  on  as  a  sort  of  crime,  into  land,  had  always  been  a  matter  of  diffi- 

A  pension,  given  as  a  reward  for  service  to  culty.    Family  settlements,  rather  more  gene- 

the  state,  is  surely  as  good  a  ground  of  pro-  ral  and  more  strict  than  they  are  in  England, 

perty  as  any  security  for  money  advanced  to  the /us  rdrtteluaj  the  great  mass  of  landed  i»x>- 

the  state.    It  is  a  better ;  for  money  is  paid,  perty  held  by  the  crown,  and  by  a  maxim  of 

and  well  paid,  to  obtain  that  service.    We  the  French  law  heU  unalienaUy,   the  vast 

have  however  seen  multitudes  of  people  under  estates  of  the  ecclesiastic  corporatioos,— all 

this  description  in  France,  who  never  had  these  had  kept  the  landed  and  monied  intereals 
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more  separated  in  France,  less  miscible,  and  rarely  averse  to  innovation.    Since  the  declint 

the  owners  of  the  two  distinct  species  of  pro-  of  the  life  and  greatness  of  Louis  the  Four- 

perty  not  so  well  disposed  to  each  other  as  they  teenth,  they  were  not  so  much  cultivated  either 

•re  in  this  country.  by  him,  or  by  the  regent,  or  the  sacceason  to 

The  moiiied  property  was  long  looked  on  the  crown;    nor  were   they  engaged  to  the 

with  rather  an  evil  eye  by  the  people.     They  courts  by  favours  and  emoluments  so  syste- 

saw  it  connected  with  their  distresses,  and  matically  as  during  the  splendid  period  of  that 

aggravating  them.    It  was  no  less  envied  by  ostentatious  and  not  impolitic  reign.     What 

the  old  landed  interests,  partly  far  the  same  they  lost  in  the  old  court  protection,  they  endea- 

reasons  that  rendered  it  obnoxious  to  the  peo-  voured  to   make  up  by  joining  in  a  sort  of 

pie,  but  much  more  so  as  it  eclipsed,  by  the  incorporation  of  their  own ;  to  which  the  two 

splendour  of  an  ostentatious  luxury,  the  unen-  academies  of  France,  and  afterwards  the  vast 

dowcd  pedigrees  and   naked  titles  of  several  undertaking  of  the  Encyclopaedia,  carried  on 

among  the  nobility.    Even  when  the  nobility,  by  a  society  of  these  gentlemen,  did  not  a  little 

vi^teh  represented  the  more  permanent  landed  contribute. 

interest,  united  themselves  by  marriage  (which  The  literary  cabal  had  some  years  ago 
•ometimes  was  the  case)  with  the  other  de-  formed  something  like  a  regular  plan  for  the 
■cription,  the  wealth  which  saved  the  family  destruction  of  the  Christian  religion.  This 
from  ruin,  was  supposed  to  contaminate  and  object  they  pursued  with  a  degree  of  zeal 
degrade  it.  Thus  the  enmities  and  heart-  which  hitherto  had  been  discovered  only  in 
burnings  of  these  parties  were  increased  even  the  propagators  of  some  system  of  piety.  They 
by  the  usual  means  by  which  discord  is  made  were  possessed  with  a  spirit  of  proselytism  in 
to  cease,  and  quarrels  are  turned  into  friend-  the  most  famatical  degree ;  and  from  thence, 
•hip.  In  the  mean  time,  the  pride  of  the  by  an  easy  progress,  with  the  spirit  of  perse- 
wealthy  men,  not  noble  or  newly  noble,  in-  cution  according  to  their  means.*  What  was 
creased  with  its  cause.  They  felt  with  resent-  not  to  be  done  towards  their  great  end  by  any 
ment  an  inferi^y,  the  grounds  of  which  they  direct  or  inmiediate  act,  might  be  wrought  by 
did  not  acknoWwdge.  There  was  no  measure  a  longer  process  through  the  medium  of  opi- 
to  which  they  were  not  willing  to  lend  them-  nion.  To  command  that  opinion,  the  first  step 
■elves,  in  order  to  be  revenged  of  the  outrages  is  to  establish  a  dominion  over  those  who 
of  this  rival  pride,  and  to  exalt  their  wealth  to  direct  it.  They  contrived  to  possess  them- 
what  they  considered  as  its  natural  rank  and  selves,  with  great  method  and  perseverance, 
estimation.  They  struck  at  the  nobility  through  of  all  the  avenues  to  literary  fame.  Many  of 
the  crown  and  the  church.  They  attacked  them  them  indeed  stood  high  in  the  ranks  of  litera- 
particularly  on  the  side  on  which  they  thought  ture  and  science.  The  world  had  done  them 
them  the  most  vulnerable,  that  is,  the  posses-  justice;  and  in  favour  of  general  talents  forgave 
■ions  of  the  church,  which,  through  the  patron-  the  evil  tendency  of  their  peculiar  principles, 
age  of  the  crown,  generally  devolved  upon  the  This  was  tme  liberality;  which  they  returned 
nobility.  The  bishoprics,  and  the  great  com-  in  endeavouring  to  confine  the  reputation  of 
mendatory  abbies,  were,  with  few  exceptions,  sense,  learning",  and  taste  to  themselves  or 
held  by  that  order.  their  followers.    I  will  venture  to  say  that  this 

In  this  state  of  real,  though  not  always  per-  narrow,  exclusive  spirit  has  not  been  less  pre- 

ceived  warfare    between  the   nob;e  ancient  judicial  to  literature  and  to   taste,  than  to 

landed  interest,  and  the  new  monied  interest,  morals  and  true  philosophy.    These  atheistical 

the    greatest    because    the    most   applicable  fathers  have  a  bigotry  of  their  own ;  and  they 

■trength  was  in  the  hands  of  the  latter.     The  have  learnt  to  talk  against  monks  with  the 

monied  interest  is  in  its  nature  more  ready  for  spirit  of  a  monk.    But  in  some  things  they  are 

any  adventure;  and  its  possessors  more  dis-  men  of  the  world.     The  resources  of  intrigue 

posed  to  new  enterprises  of  any  kind.    Being  are  called  in  to  supply  the  defects  of  argument 

of  a  recent  acquisition,  it  falls  in  more  natu-  and  wit.    To  this  system  of  literary  monopoly 

rally  with  any  novelties.     It  is  therefore  the  was  joined  an  unremitting  industry  to  blacken 

kmd  of  wealth  which  will  be  resorted  to  by  all  and  discredit  in  every  way,  and  by  every 

who  wish  for  change.  ,neans,  all  those  who  did  not  hold  to  their 

Along  with  the  monied  interest,  a  now  de- 
scription of  men  had  grown  up,  with  whom  that 

interest  soon  formed  a  close  and  marked  union :.  *  7^^^  ^^^"^^  *°  '^®  ®"^  ®f  '*»•  ^"*  sentence 

I  mean  iKa  «Aiiti/.nl  m«n  «f  Ut*^^     nyr««  ^  ^"  ^®  ^^^^  paragraph)  and  some  other  parts 

1  mean  »he  political  men  rf  letters.    Men  of  here  and  there,  were  inserted,  on  bis  reiSnc 

Mttersj  fond  of  distinguishing  themselves,  are  the  manuscript,  by  my  lost  son. 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  505 

fiiction.     To  those  who  ha?e  observed   the  As  these  two  kinds  of  men  appear  principal 

spirit  of  their  conduct,  it  has  long  been  clear  leaders  in  all  the  late  transactions,  their  junc- 

that  nothing  was  wanted  but  the  power  of  car-  tion  and  politics  will  serve  to  account,  not  upon 

rying  the  intolerance  of  the  tongue  and  of  the  any  principles  of  law  or  policy,  but  as  a  caute 

pen  into  a  persecution  which  would  strike  at  for  the  general  fury  with  which  all  the  landed 

property,  liberty,  and  life.  property  of  ecclesiastical  corporations  has  been 

The  desultory  and  &int  persecution  carried  attacked ;  and  the  great  care  which,  contrary 

on  against  them,  more  from  compliance  with  to  their  pretended  principles,  has  been  taken, 

form  and  decency  than  with  serious  resent-  of  a   monied   interest   originating   from   the 

ment,   neither  weakened  their  strength,  nor  authority  of  tlie  crown.    All  the 'envy  against 

relaxed  their  efforts.     The  issue  of  the  whole  wealth  and    power,   was  artificially  directed 

was,  that  what  with  opposition,  and  what  with  against  other  descriptions  of  riches.    On  what 

success,  a  violent  and  malignant  zeal,  of  a  kind  other  principle  than  that  which  I  have  stated 

hitherto  unknown  in  the  world,  had  taken  an  can  we  account  for  an  appearance  so  extraor- 

entire  possession  of  their  minds,  and  rendered  dinary  and  unnatural  as  that  of  the  ecclesiash 

their  whole  conversation,  which  otherwise  would  tical  possessions,  which  had  stood  so  many 

have  been  pleasing  and  instructive,  perfectly  successions  of  ages   and  shocks   of  civil  vio- 

disgusting.     A  spirit  of  cabal,  intrigue,  and  iences,  and  were  guarded  at  once  by  justice, 

proselytism,  pervaded  all  their  thoughts,  words,  and  by  prejudice,  being  applied  to  the  payment 

and  actions.    And,  as  controversial  zeal  soon  of  debts,  comparatively  recent,  invidious,  and 

turns  its  thoughts  on  force,  they  began  to  insi-  contracted  by  a  decried  and  subverted  goveriH 

nuate  themselves  into  a  correspondence  with  ment  ? 

foreign  princes ;  in  hopes,  through  their  autho-  Was  the  public  estate  a  sufficient  stake  for 

rity,  which  at  first  they  flattered,  they  might  the  public  debts  ?    Assume  that  it  was  not, 

bring  about  the  changes  they  had  in  view.    To  and  that  a  loss  must  be  incurred  somewhere— 

them  it  was  indifferent  whether  these  changes  When  the  only  estate  lawfully  possessed,  and. 

were  to  be  accomplished  by  the  thunderbolt  of  which  the  contracting  parties  had  in  contem- 

despotism,  or  by  the  eardiquake  of  popular  plation  at  the  time  in  which  their  bargain  was 

commotion.    The  correspondence  between  this  made,  happens  to  fail,  who,  according  to  th« 

cabal  and  the  late  king  of  Prussia,  will  throw  principles  of  natural  and  legal  equity,  ought 

no  small  light  upon  the  spirit  of  all  their  pro-  to  be  the  suflTerer?    Certainly  it  ought  to  be 

ceedings.'*'    For  the  same  purpose  for  which  either  the  party  who  trusted,  or  the  party  who 

they  intrigued  with  princes,  they  cultivated,  in  persuaded  him  to  trust;  or  both ;  and  not  third 

a  distinguished  manner,  the  monied  interest  of  parties  who  had  no  concern  with  the  transao- 

France ;  and  partly  through  the  means  furnished  tion.    Upon  any  insolvency  they  ought  to  suf* 

by  those  whose  peculiar  offices  gave  them  the  fer  who  were  weak  enough  to  lend  upon  bad 

most  extensive  and  certain  means  of  communi-  security,  or  they  who  fraudulently  held  out  a 

cation,  they  carefully  occupied  all  the  avenues  security  that  was  not  valid.     Laws  are  ao- 

to  opinion.  quainted  with  no  other  rules  of  decision.    But 

Writers,  especially  when  they  act  in  a  body,  by  the  new  institute  of  the  rights  of  men,  the 
and  with  one  direction,  have  great  influence  on  only  persons,  who  in  equity  ought  to  suflTer, 
the  public  mind ;  the  alliance  therefore  of  these  are  the  only  persons  who  are  to  be  saved  harm- 
writers  with  the  monied  interest ^f  had  no  small  less :  those  are  to  answer  the  debt  who  neither 
efiect  in  removing  the  popular  odium  and  envy  were  lenders  nor  borrowers,  mortgagers  nor 
which  attended  that  species  of  wealth.    These  mortgagees. 

writers,  like  the  propagators  of  all  novelties,  What  had  the  clergy  to  do  with  these  transac- 

pretended  to  a  great  zeal  for  the  poor,  and  the  tions?    What  had  they  to  do  with  any  public 

lower  orders,  whilst  in  their  satires  they  rende-  engagement  further  than  the  extent  of  their  own 

red  hateful,  by  every  exaggeration,  the  faults  of  debt  ?    To  that,  to  be  sure,  their  estates  were 

courts,  of  nobility,  and  of  priesthood.    They  bound  to  the  last  acre.    Nothing  can  lead  more 

became  a  sort  of  demagogues.    They  served  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  assembly,  which  sits 

as  a  link  to  unite,  in  favour  of  one  object,  obnoxi-  for  public  confiscation ,  with  its  new  equity,  and 

ous  wealth  to  resUess  and  desperate  poverty.  its  new  morality,  than  an  attention  to  their  pro- 
ceeding with  regard  to  this  deU  of  the  clergy. 

*  I  do  not  choose  to  shock  the  feeling  of  the  The  body  of  confecators,  true  to  that  monied  in- 
moral  reader  with  any  quotation  of  their  vulgar,  Merest  for  which  they  were  false  to  every  other, 
T*bS?S^ii!rn"%TT«go.«.d  .lm«.  l»vefbundth.clerorcompet.Dt^tou,cur.le«l 
aU  Che  people  of  the  finance.  <lebt.    Of  course  they  declared  them  legallr 
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MiN'JeJ  to  the  property  which  their  power  of  tknoTsoch  persons,  and  the  eoi^sca'ioa  of  dwir 

indrrin^  the  debt  and  mort^afinir  the  esta'.e  efiects,  without  iadignstioa  and  borrour  ?    Qs 

implied ;  recognising  the  righrs  of  those  perse-  is  not  a  man  who  does  noc  feel  socfa  emotions  on 

cuted  citizens,  in  the  very  act  in  wiiicfa  they  soch  occasions.    He  does  not  deserre  the  nanw 

were  thus  grossly  violated.  of  a  free  man  who  will  not  express  them. 

If ,  as  I  said,  any  persons  are  to  make  good  Few  barbaroos  oonqueroivs  have  ever  muk 

de6ciencies  to  the  public  creditor,  besides  the  so  terrible  a  revolotioa  in  property.  None  of  the 

public  at  large,  they  must  be  those  who  ma-  heads  of  the  Roman  Actions,  when  they  esta* 

naged  the  agreement.    Why  therefore  are  not  blished  "  cmdelnn  iUam  kattam"  in  aU  their 

the  estates  of  all  the  comptrollers  general  con-  aoctioos  of  rapine,  have  ever  s^  op  to  sale  the 

6scated  1*    Why  not  those  of  the  long  succe^  goods  of  the  conquered  citizen  to  such  an  enor- 

sion  of  ministers,  financiers,  and  baidcers  who  bkmis  amount.    It  must  be  alkvwed  in  favour 

have  been  enriched  whilst  the  nation  was  in>>  of  those  tyrants  of  antiquity,  that  what  was 

poverished  by  their  dealing  and  their  counsels  ?  done  by  Uwm  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  done 

Why  is  not  the  estate  of  Mr.  Laborde  declared  in  cold  blood.     Their  passions  were  inflamed, 

forfeited  rather  tham  of  the  archbishop  of  Paris,  their  tempers  soured,  their  understandings  cod- 

who  has  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  creation  or  in  fused,  with  the  spirit  of  revenge,  with  the  io- 

the  jobbing  of  the  public  funds  ?    Or,  if  you  numerable  reciprocated  and  recent  inflicrioos 

must  confiscate  old  landed  estates  in  favour  of  and  retaliations  of  blood  and  rapine.    Tbey 

the  mrHiey-jobbers,  why  is  the  penalty  confined  were  driven  beyond  all  bounds  of  moderatioa 

to  one  description?    I  do  not  know  whether  by  the  apprehension  of  the  return  of  power  with 

the  expenses  of  the  duke  de  Choiseul  have  left  the  return  of  property,  to  the  families  of  those 

any  thing  of  the  infinite  sums  which  he  had  they  had  injured  beyond  all  hope  of  fix-givoiess. 

derived  from  the  bounty  of  his  master,  during  These  Roman  confiscators,  who  were  yet 

the  transactions  of  a  reign  which  contributed  only  in  the  elements  of  tyranny,  and  were  oot 

largely,  by  every  species  of  prodigality  in  war  instructed  in  the  rights  of  men  to  exercise  all 

and  peace,  to  the  present  debt  of  France.    If  sorts  of  cruelties  on  each  other  without  provo* 

any  such  remains,  why  is  not  this  confiscated  ?  cation,  thought  it  necessary  to  spread  a  sort  d 

I  remember  to  have  been  in  Paris  during  the  colour  over  their  injustice.     They  considered 

time  of  the  old  government.    I  was  there  just  the  vanqui^ed  party  as  composed  of  traitors 

after  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  had  been  snatched  who  had  home  arms,  or  otherwise  had  acted 

(as  it  was  generally  thought)  from  the  block  with    hostility  against    the    commonwealth, 

by  the  hand  of  a  protecting  despotism.    He  They  regarded  them  as  persons  who  had  for- 

was  a  minister,  and  had  some  concern  in  the  feited  their  proper^  by  their  crimes.    With 

affairs  of  that  prodigal  period.    Why  do  I  not  you,   in  your  improved  state  <^  the  human 

see  his  estate  delivered  up  to  the  municipalities  mind,  there  was  no  such  formality.    You  seized 

in  which  it  is  situated?    The  noble  &mi1y  of  tipon  five  millions  sterling  of  annual  rent,  and 

Koailles  have  long  been  servants  (meritorious  turned  forty  or  fifty  thousand  human  creatures 

servants  I  admit)  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  out  of  their  houses,  because  "  such  was  your 

have  had  of  course  some  share  in  its  bounties,  pleasure."    The  tyrant  Harry  the  eighth  of 

Why  do  I  hear  nothing  of  the  application  of  England,  as  he  was  not  better  enlightened  than 

their  estates  to  the  public  debt?    Why  is  the  the  Roman  Marius's  and  Sylla's,  and  had  not 

estate  of  the  duke  de  Rochefbucault  more  sa-  studied  in  your  now  schools,  did  not  know  wh&t 

cred  than  that  of  the  cardinal  de  Rochefou-  an  eflfectual  instrument  of  despotism  was  to 

cault  ?    The  former  is,  I  doubt  not,  a  worthy  be    found  in  that  grand  magazine  of  offen- 

person;  and  (if  it  were  n<rt  a  sort  of  profane-  sive  weapons,  the  rights  of  men.    When  he 

ness  to  talk  of  the  use,  as  affecting  the  title  to  resolved  to  rob  the  abbies,  as  the  club  of 

property)  he  makes  a  good  use  of  his  revenues ;  Jacobins  have  robbed  all  the  ecclesiastics,  be 

but  it  is  no  disrespect  to  him  to  say,  what  began  by  setting  on  foot  a  commission  to  exfr* 

authentic  information  well  warrants  me  in  say-  mine  into  the. crimes  and  abuses  which  pre- 

ing,  that  the  use  made  of  a  property  equaUy  vailed  in  those  communities.    Aa  it  might  be 

valid,  by  his  brother  f  the  cardinal  archbishop  expected,  his  commission  reported  truths,  ex- 

of  Rouen,  was  far  more  laudable  and  far  more  aggerations,   and  falsehoods.    But    truly  or 

public-spirited.    Can  one  hear  <^the  proscrip-  fsdsely  it  reported  abuses  and  ofiences.    How- 
ever, as  abuses  might  be  corrected,  as  eveit 

♦  All  have  been  confiscated  In  their  turn.  *^"™®  of  persons  does  not  infer  a  fbrfeitnro  with 

t  Not  his  brother,  nor  any  near  relation ;  but  'egwd  to  commumties,  and  as  property,  in 

this  mistake  does  not  affect  the  argument.  that  dark  age^  was  not  difoorerad  to  be  a 
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creature  of  prejudice,  aH  those  abuses  (and  This  same  wealth,   which  is  at  all  tiines 

there   were   enough   of  them)   were  hardly  treasoo  and  U$e  nation  to  indium  and  raf»^ 

thought  sufficient  ground  for  sudi  a  oonfiaca*  cious  despotism,  under  all  modes  of  polity, 

tion  as  it  was  for  his  purposes  to  make.    He  was  your  temptation  to  violate  property,  law, 

therefore  procured  the  formal  surrender  of  these  and  religi(»,  united  in  one  object.    But  was 

estates.    All  these  operose  proceedings  were  the  sCate  of  France  so  wretched  and  undone, 

adopted  by  one  of  the  most  decided  tyrants  in  that  no  other  resource  but  rapine  remained  to 

the  rolls  (/history,  as  necessary  preliminaries,  (M-eserre  its  existenoe  ?  On  this  point  I  wish  to 

before  he  could  venture,  by  bribing  the  mem-  receive  some  information.    When  the  states 

hers  of  his  two  servile  houses  with  a  share  of  met,  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  Francs 

the  spoil,  and  holding  out  to  them  an  eternal  such,  that,  after  oeconomising  on  principles 

immunity  from  taxation,  to  demand  a  confir-  of  justice  and  mercy  through  all  departments, 

mation  of  his  iniquitous  proceedings  by  an  act  no  fair  repartition  of  burthens  upon  all  the 

of  parliament.    Had  fate  reserved  him  to  our  orders  could  possibly  restore  them?  If  such  an 

times,  four  technical  terms  would  have  done  equal  imposition  would  have  been  sufficient, 

his  business,  and  saved  him  all  this  trouble ;  you  well  imow  it  might  easily  have  been  made, 

he  needed  nothing  more  than  one  short  hnn  of  Mr.  Necker,  in    die  budget  which  he  laid 

incantation — *^Philo»opfyj  I^gf^i  Liberality,  before  the  orders  assembled   at  Versailles, 

the  RighiM  rf  Men."  made  a  detailed  ej^Msition  of  the  state  of  the 

I  can  say  nothing  in  praise  of  those  acts  of  French  natbn.* 

tyranny,  which  no  voice  has  hitherto   ever  If  we  give  credit  to  him,  it  was  not  neoea- 

commended  under  any  cIC  their  false  colours;  sary  to  have  recourse  to  any  new  impositions 

yet  in  these  false  colours  an  homage  was  paid  whatsoever,  to  put  the  receipts  of  France  on 

by  despotism  to  justice.    The  power  which  a  balance  with  its  expenses.    He  stated  the 

was  above  all  fear  and  dl  remorse  was  not  set  permanent  charges  of  all  descriptions,  inclu- 

above  all  shame.    Whilst  shame  keeps  its  ding  the  interest  of  a  new  loan  of  four  bun- 

waich,  virtue  is  not  wholly  extinguished  in  tiie  dred  millions  at  6S1444/X)0  livres ;  the  fixed 

heart ;  nor  will  moderation  be  utterly  exiled  revenue  at  475,294,000,  making  the  deficiency 

from  the  minds  of  tyrants.  66,150,000,    or  short  of  2,200,000  sterling. 

I  believe  every  honest  man  sympathizes  in  But  to  balance  it,  he  brought  forward  savings 

his  reflections  with  our  political  poet  on  that  and  improvements  of  revenue  (considered  as 

occasion,  and  will  pray  to  avert  the  omen  when-  entirely  certain)  to  rather  more   than    the 

ever  these  acts  of  rapacious  despotism  present  amount  of  that  deficiency;  and  he  concludes 

themselves  to  his  view  or  his  imagination:  with  diese  emphatical  words,  (p.  S8,)  **  Cluel 

«  May  no  such  storm  W«»  Messieurs,  cpie  celui,  o»i,  sons  impdU  et 

Fall  on  oar  times,  where  ruin  must  reform.  av«c  de  simples  objects  mapper  us,  on  peut 

Tell  me  (my  muse)  what  monstrous,   dire  faire  disparoltre  un  deficit  qui  a  fait  tant  de 

offence,                ^,  .   .     ^,     .  bruit  en  Europe."    As  to  the  reimbursement, 

What  crimes  could  any  Chrisuan  king  incens«  '^ 

To  such  a  rage  ?  Was't  luxury, or  lust?  .    .  ...  v   i_ 

Was  he  so  teSiperaie,  so  chaste,  so  just  ?  J^  ^^^-^ ?? ¥"!«  'S*  "?°"  ^"^  ^  ^^^t"' 

^•"  iJu^'h  mS."*""  '  ''"'  "•"  *"•  """  CoSS^we'SSt^'llfe'  dXatlSlfaJgriream, 

Butwealthiscrimienoughtohimthat'spoor.-  JS^JSrVariSSyVa^s^/rrrc^u;, 

Bat  to  be  cast  into  a  calenture  ? 

*  The  rest  of  the  passage  is  this Can    knowledge   have  no  bound,  but  must 

"  Who  having  spent  the  treasures  of  his  crown,  advance           .  ^  ,    ,                , 

Condemns  their  luxury  to  feed  his  own.  So  far,  to  make  us  wish  for  Ignorance  ? 

And  yet  this  act,  to  varnish  o'er  the  shame  And  rather  In  the  dark  to  grope  our  way, 

Of  sacrilege,  must  bear  devotion's  name.  Than,  led  by  a  false  guide,  to  err,  bv  day  ? 

No  crime  so  bold,  but  would  be  understood  Who  sees   these   dismal   heaps,   but   would 

A  real,  or  at  least  a  seeming  good  ;  demand,                      ,., ^  .     .     j  > 

Who  fears  not  to  do  ill,  yet  fears  the  name.  What  barbarous  mvader  sack'd  the  land  ? 

And,  free  ftom  conscience.  Is  a  slave  to  fame.  But  when  he  hears,  no  Ooth,  no  Turk  did  bring 

Thus  he  the  church  at  once  protects,  and  spoils :  This  desolstlon,  but  a  Christian  king ; 

But  nrinces'  swoids  are  sharper  than  their  When  nothing,  but  the  name  of  seal,  appears 

^y]es  'Twixt  our  best  actions,  and  the  worst  of  theirs, 

And  thus  to  *th»  aces  past  he  makes  amends.  What  does  he  think  our  sacrilege  would  spare, 

Their  charity  destroys,  their  faith  defends.  When  such  th'  cfRcts  of  our  devoUon  are  ?'» 

Then  did  religion  In  a  lazy  cell,  Cooraa's  Hill,  bv  Sir  John  Dbkhiii. 

In  empty  afiry  contemplation  dwell ;  *  Rapport    de  Mens,  le  Dlrecteur-Oeneial 

And  like  the  block,  unmoved  lay:  but  ours,  des  Finances,  fait  par  ordrs  du  Rot  a  Ver- 

As  much  too  active,  like  the  stork  devours,  sallies.    Mai  6, 1789. 
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the  sinking  of  debt,  and  the  other  great  ob-  was  in^Msed ;  and  therefijre  it  would  not  havB 

jects  of  public  credit  and  political  arrangement  answered  the  real  purpose  of  the  managers, 

indicated  in  Monsieur  Nccker's  speech,  no  Perhaps   persons,   unacquainted    with  the 

doubt  could  be  entertained,  but  that  a  very  state  of  France,  on  hearing   the  clergy  and 

moderate  and  proportioned  assessment  on  the  the  noblesse  were  privileged  in  point  of  tas- 

citizens  without  distinction  would  have  provi-  ation,  may  be  led  to  imagine,  that  previous  to 

ded  for  all  of  them  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  the  revolution  these  bodies  had  contributed 

demand.  nothing  to  the  state.    This  is  a  great  mistake. 

If  this  representation  of  Moos.  Necker  was  They  certainly  did  not  contribute  equally 
false,  then  the  assembly  are  in  the  highest  with  eadi  otherf  nor  either  of  them  equally 
degree  culpable  for  having  forced  the  king  to  with  the  commons.  They  both  however  con- 
accept  as  his  minister,  and  since  the  king's  tributed  largely.  Neither  nobility  nor  clergy 
deposition,  for  having  employed  as  their  minis-  enjoyed  any  exemption  from  the  excise  on 
ter,  a  man  who  had  been  capable  of  abusing  so  consumable  commoidities,  from  duties  of  cus- 
notoriously  the  confidence  of  his  master  and  tom,  or  from  any  of  the  other  numerous  indi' 
their  own ;  in  a  matter  too  of  the  highest  mo-  red  impositions,  which  in  France,  as  well  as 
ment,  and  directly  appertaining  to  his  parti-  here,  make  so  very  large  a  proportion  of 
cular  office.  But  if  the  representation  was  all  payments  to  the  public.  The  noblesse 
exact  (as  having  always,  along  with  you,  con-  paid  tlie  capitation.  They  paid  also  a  land 
ceived  a  high  degree  of  respect  for  Mr.  Neo*  tax,  called  the  twentieth  penny,  to  the  height 
ker,  I  make  no  doubt  it  was)  then  what  can  sometimes  of  three,  sometimes  of  four  shillings 
be  said  in  favour  of  those,  who,  instead  of  in  the  pound ;  both  of  them  direct  impositions 
moaerate,  reasonable,  and  general  contribution,  of  no  light  nature,  and  no  trivial  produce.  The 
have  in  cold  blood,  and  impelled  by  no  nece»-  clergy  of  the  provinces  annexed  by  conquest 
sity,  had  recourse  to  a  partial  and  cruel  confis-  to  France,  (which  in  extent  make  about  an 
cation  ?  eighth  part  of  the  whole,  but  in  wealdi  a  much 

Was  that  contribution  refused  on  a  pretext  larger  proportiMi,)  paid  likewise  to  the  capita- 
te privilege,  either  on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  tion  and  the  twentieth  penny,  at  the  rate  paid 
or  on  that  of  the  nobility  ?  No,  certainly,  by  the  nobility.  The  clergy  in  the  old  i»t>vin- 
As  to  the  clergy,  they  even  ran  before  the  ces  did  not  pay  the  capitation ;  iHit  they  had 
wishes  of  the  third  order.  Previous  to  the  redeemed  themselves  at  the  expense  of  about 
meeting  of  the  states,  they  had  in  all  their  24  millions,  or  a  little  more  than  a  million 
instructions  expressly  directed  their  deputies  sterling.  They  were  exempted  from  the 
to  renounce  every  immunity,  which  put  them  twentieths ;  but  then  they  made  free  gifls  ; 
upcHi  a  footing  distinct  from  the  condition  of  they  contracted  debts  for  the  state ;  and  they 
their  fellow  subjects.  In  this  renunciation  the  were  subject  to  some  other  charges,  the  whole 
clergy  were  even  more  explicit  than  the  no-  computed  at  about  a  thirteenth  part  of  their 
bility.  clear  income.    They  ought  to  have  paid  an- 

But  let  us  suppose  that  the  deficiency  had  nually  about  forty  thousand  pounds  more,  to 

remained  at  the  56  millions,  (or  £.  2,300,000  put  them  on  a  par  with  the  contribution  of  the 

sterling,)  as  at  first  stated  by  Mr.  Necker.  nobility. 

Let  us  allow  that  all  the  resources  he  opposed  When  the  terrours  of  this  tremendous  pro* 

to  that  deficiency  were  impudent  and  ground-  scription  hung  over  the  dei^,  they  made  an 

less  fictions ;  and  that  the  assembly  (or  their  offer  of  a  contributicm,  throu^  the  arcfabiah<^ 

lords  of  articles'!*  at  the  Jacobins)  were  from  of  Aix,  which,  for  its  extravagance,  ought  not 

thence  justified  in  laying  the  whole  burthen  to  have  been  accepted.    But  it  was  evidently 

of  that  deficiency  on  the  clergy, — ^yet  allowing  and  obviously  more  advantageous  to  the  p«d»lic 

all   this,  a  necessity  of  £.2,200,000  sterling  creditor,  than  any  thing  which  coukl  rationally 

will  not  support  a  confiscation  to  the  amount  of  be  promised  by  the  confiscation.    Why  was 

five  miOions.    The  imposition  of £.2,000,000  it  not  accepted?    The  reason  is  plain— there 

on  the  clergy,  as  partial,  would  have  been  was  no  desire  that  the  churdi  should  be  brought 

oppressive  and  unjust,  but  it  wouM  not  have  to  serve  the  state.    The  service  of  the  state 

been  altogether  ruinous  to  those  on  whom  it  was  made  a  pretext  to  destroy  the  church.  In 

their  way  to  the  destruction  of  the  church  they 

♦  In  the  eonstitmion  of  Scotland,  during  the  wouM  not  scruple  to  destroy  their  country :  and 

hlff.*^'«nfc«.*.JJnS"i"**  T.  ^?I  P'^^P"'"^  they  have  destroyed  it.    One  great  end  in  the 

DUJs ;  ana  none  could  pass,  but  those  prevP  :    ^        i j  i.       v        j-/s.  r  j    -^  ..l      t 

ously  approved  by  them.    This  committee  was  project  would  have  been  defeated,  if  the  pin 

called  lords  of  articles.  of  extortioD  had  been  adopted  in  liea  of  the 
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scheme  of  confiscation.  The  new  landed  inte-  the  only  resource  of  all  their  operations  in 

rest  connected  with  the  new  republic,  and  con-  finance ;  the  vital  principle  of  all  their  politics ; 

nected  with  it  for  its  very  being,  could  not  have  the    sole  security  for  the  existence  of  their 

been  created.    This  was  among  the  reasons  power.    It  was  necessary  by  all,  even  the  most 

why  that  extravagant  ransom  was  not  accepted,  violent  means,  to  put  every  individual  on  the 

The  madness  of  the  project  of  confiscaticm,  same  bottom,  and  to  bind  the  nation  in  one 
on  the  plan  that  was  first  pretended,  soon  be-  guilty  interest  to  uphold  this  act,  and  the  au- 
came  apparent.  To  bring  this  unwieldy  mass  thority  of  those  by  whom  it  was  done.  In 
of  landed  property,  enlarged  by  the  confis-  order  to  force  the  most  reluctant  into  a  parti- 
cation  of  all  the  vast  landed  domain  of  the  cipation  of  their  pillage,  they  rendered  their 
crown,  at  once  into  market,  was  obviously  to  paper  circulation  compulsory  in  all  payments, 
defeat  the  profits  proposed  by  the  confiscation,  Those  who  consider  the  general  tendency  of 
by  depreciating  the  value  of  those  lands,  and  their  schemes  to  this  one  object  as  a  centre, 
indeed  of  all  the  landed  estates  throughout  and  a  centre  from  which  afterwards  all  their 
France.  Such  a  sudden  diversion  of  all  its  measures  radiate,  will  not  think  that  I  dwell 
circulating  money  from  trade  to  land,  must  be  too  long  upon  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of 
an  additional  mischieff'^hat  step  was  taken  ?  the  national  assembly. 

Did  the  assembly,  on  becoming  sensible  of  the         To  cut  off  all  appearance  of  connection  be- 
inevitable  ill  effects  of  their  projected  sale,  tween  the  crown  and  public  justice,  and  to 
revert  to  the  offers  of  the  clergy  ?  No  distress  bring  the  whole  under  implicit  obedience  to 
could  oblige  them  to  travel  in  a  course  which  the  dictators  m  Paris,  the  old  independent  ju- 
was  disgraced  by  any  appearance  of  justice,  dicature  of  the  parliaments,  with  all  its  merits, 
Giving  over  all  hopes  from  a  general  immedi-  and  all  its  faults,  was  wholly  abolished.  Whilst 
ate  sale,  another  project  seems  to  have  sue-  the   parliaments  existed,  it  was  evident  that 
ceeded.    They  proposed  to  take  stock  in  ex-  the  people  might  some  time  or  other  come  to 
diance  for  the  church  lands.    In  that  project  resort  to  them,  and  rally  under  the  standard  of 
^eat  diflSculties  arose  in  equalizing  the  objects  their  antient  laws.    It  became  however  a  mat- 
to  be  exchanged.    Other  obstacles  also  pre-  ter  of  consideration  that  the  magistrates  and 
sented  themselves,  which   drew  them   back  officers,  in  the  courts  now  abolished,  had  pur- 
again  upon  some  project  of  sale.    The  mu-  chased  their  placea  at  a  very  high  rate,  for 
nicipalities  had  taken  an  alarm.    They  would  which,  as  well  as  for  the  duty  they  performed, 
not   hear  of  transferring  the   whole  plunder  they  received  but  a  very  low  return  of  interest, 
of  the  kingdom  to  the  stockholders  in  Paris.  Simple  confiscation  is   a  boon  only  for  the 
Many  of  those  municipalities  had  been  (upon  clergy ; — to  the  lawyers  some  appearances  of 
system)  reduced  to  the  most  deplorable  indi-  equity  are  to  be  observed ;  and  they  are  to  re- 
gence.     Money  was  no  where  to  be  seen,  ceive  compensation  to  an  immense  amount 
They  were  therefore  led  to  the  point  that  was  Their  compensation  becomes  part  of  the  na- 
■o  ardently  desired.     They  pimted  for  a  cur^  tional  debt,  for  the  liquidation  of  which  there 
rency  of  any  kind  which  might  revive  their  is  the  one  exhaustless  fund.    The  lawyers  are 
perishing  industry.    The  municipalities  were  to  obtain  their  compensation  in  this  new  church 
then  to  be  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  spoil,  paper,  which  is  to  march  with  the  new  prin- 
which   evidently  rendered   the   first  scheme  ciples  of  judicature  and  legislature.    The  dis- 
(if  ever  it  had    been   seriously  entertained)  missed  magistrates  are  to  take  their  share  of 
altogether  impracticable.     Public  exigencies  martyrdom  with  the  ecclesiastics,  or  to  receive 
prened  upon  all  sides.   The  minister  of  finance  their  own  property  from  such  a  fund,  and  in 
reiterated  his  call  for  supply  with  a  most  ur*  such  a  manner,  as  all  those,  who  have  been 
gent,  anxious,  and  boding  voice.  Thus  pressed  seasoned  with  the  anlient  principles  of  juris- 
on  all  sides,  instead  of  the  first  plan  of  con-  prudence,  and  had  been  the  sole  guardians  of 
verting  their  bankers  into  bishops  and  abbots,  property,  must  look  upon  with  horrour.    Even 
instead  of  paying  the  old  debt,  they  contracted  the  clergy  are  to  receive  their  miserable  allow- 
a  new  debt,  at  three  per  cent,  creating  a  new  ance  out  of  the  depreciated  paper  which  is 
paper  currency,  founded  on  an  eventual  sale  stamped  with  the  indelible  character  of  sacri- 
of  the  church  lands.    They  issued  this  paper  lege,  and  with  the  symbols  of  their  own  ruin, 
currency  to  satisfy  in  the  first  instance  chiefly  or  they  must  starve.     So  violent  an  outrage 
thfc  demands  made  upon  them  by  the  bank  of  upon  credit,  property,  and  liberty,  as  this  com- 
diaoount,  the  great  machine,  or  paper-mill,  of  pulsory  paper  currency,  has  seldom  been  exbi- 
their  fictitious  wealth.  bited  by  the  alliance  of  bankruptcy  and  tyranny^ 

Th«  ^K>il  of  the  church  was  now  become  at  any  time,  or  in  any  nation. 
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In  the  course  of  all  these  operations,  at  length  the  worlds  of  theory  and  practice,  of  any  thing 
comes  out  the  grand  arcanum  j — that  in  reality,  between  the  despotism  of  the  mooardi  and  die 
and  in  a  fair  sense,  the  lands  of  the  church  despotism  of  the  multitude?  Have  they  never 
(so  far  as  any  thing  certain  can  be  gathered  heard  of  a  mooardiy  directed  by  laws,  con- 
dom their  proceedings)  are  not  to  be  sold  at  trouled  and  balanced  by  the  great  hereditary 
all.  By  the  late  resolutions  of  the  national  wealth  and  hereditary  dignity  of  a  nation ;  and 
assembly,  they  are  indeed  to  be  delivered  to  both  again  controuled  by  a  judicious  chedc  from 
the  highest  bidder.  But  it  is  to  be  obserred,  the  reason  and  feeling  of  the  pe<^e  at  large 
that  a  certain  portion  onb/  of  the  purchaae  money  acting  by  a  suitable  and  permanent  wgan  ?  la 
iatobe  laid  dovm.  A  period  of  twelve  years  is  it  then  impossiUe  that  a  man  may  be  found 
to  be  given  fur  the  payment  of  the  rest.  The  who,  without  criminal  ill  iutenticm,  or  pitiable 
philosophic  purchasers  are  therefore,  on  pay*  absurdity,  shall  prefer  such  a  mixed  and  tem- 
ment  of  a  sort  of  fine,  to  be  put  instantly  into  pered  government  to  either  of  the  extremes; 
possession  of  the  estate.  It  becomes  in  some  and  who  may  repute  that  nation  to  be  destitute 
respects  a  sort  of  gift  to  them;  to  be  held  on  of  all  wisdom  and  of  all  virtue,  which,  having 
the  feudal  tenure  of  zeal  to  the  new  establish-  in  its  choice  to  obtain  such  a  government  with 
ment.  This  project  is  evidently  to  let  in  a  ease,  or  rather  to  uu\/Ktk  it  tfiftm  aeltudb/  poi* 
body  of  purchasers  without  nuxiey.  The  con-  aeaaed,  thought  prefer  to  commit  a  thousand 
sequence  will  be,  that  these  purchasers,  or  rather  crimes,  and  to  subject  their  country  to  a  thou- 
guarantees,  will  pay,  not  only  from  the  rents  sand  evils,  in  order  to  avoid  it  ?  Is  it  then  a  truth 
as  they  accrue,  which  might  as  well  be  re-  bo  universally  acknowledged,  that  a  pure  de- 
ceived by  the  state,  but  from  the  spoil  of  the  moo-acy  is  the  Mily  tol^tible  form  into  which 
materials  of  buildings,  from  waste  in  woods,  human  society  can  be  thrown,  that  a  man  is  not 
and  from  whatever  money,  by  hands  habituated  permitted  to  hesitate  about  its  merits,  without 
to  the  gripings  of  usury,  they  can  wring  from  the  suspicion  of  being  a  friend  to  tyranny,  that 
the  miserable  peasant.  He  is  to  be  delivered  is,  of  being  a  foe  to  mankind  ? 
over  to  the  mercenary  and  arbitrary  discretion  I  do  not  know  under  what  description  to 
of  men,  who  will  be  stimulated  to  every  species  class  the  present  ruling  authority  in  France, 
of  extortion  by  the  growing  demands  on  the  It  affects  to  be  a  pure  democracy,  though  I 
growing  profits  of  an  estate  held  under  the  think  it  in  a  direct  train  of  becoming  shwtly 
precarious  settlement  of  a  new  political  system,  a  mischievous  and  ignoble  oligarchy.     But  for 

When  all  the  frauds,  impostures,  violences,  the  present  I  admit  it  to  be  a  contrivance  of 
rapines,  burnings,  murders,  confiscations,  com-  the  nature  and  eflfect  of  what  it  pretends  to.  I 
pulsory  paper  currencies,  and  every  description  reprobate  no  form  of  government  merely  upon 
of  tyranny  and  cruelty  employed  to  bring  about  abstract  [Minci[^es.  There  may  be  situations 
and  to  uphold  this  revolution,  have  their  na-  in  which  the  purely  democratic  fi>rm  will  be- 
tural  effect,  that  is,  to  shock  the  moral  senti-  come  necessary.  There  may  be  some  (very 
ments  of  all  virtuous  and  sober  minds,  the  few,  and  very  particularly  circumstanced) 
abettorsofthisphilosc^hic  system  immediately  where  it  would  be  clearly  desirable.  This  I 
strain  their  throats  in  a  declamation  against  do  not  take  to  be  the  case  of  France,  or  of  any 
the  old  monarchical  government  of  France,  other  great  country.  Until  now,  we  have  seen 
When  they  have  rendered  that  deposed  power  no  examples  of  considerable  democracies.  The 
siiflSciently  blade,  they  then  proceed  in  argu-  ancients  were  better  acquainted  with  them, 
ment,  as  if  all  those  ^o  disapprove  of  tl^ir  Not  bemg  wholly  unread  in  the  authors,  who 
new  abuses,  must  of  course  be  partisans  of  had  seen  the  most  of  those  constitutions,  and 
the  old ;  that  those  who  reprobate  their  crude  who  best  understood  them,  I  cannot  help  Gotl- 
and violent  schemes  of  liberty  ought  to  be  curring  with  their  (pinion,  that  an  absolute 
treated  as  advocates  for  servitude.  I  admit  democracy,  no  more  than  absolute  monarchy, 
that  their  necessities  do  compel  them  to  this  is  to  be  reckoned  amcMig  the  legitimate  forms 
base  and  contemptible  fraud.  Nothing  can  of  government.  They  tUnk  it  rather  the  cor- 
reconcile  men  to  their  proceedings  and  projects  ruption  and  degeneracy,  than  the  sound  consti- 
but  the  supposition  that  there  is  no  third  option  tuticm  (£  a  r^Niblic.  If  I  recollect  rightly, 
between  them  and  some  tyranny  as  odious  as  Aristotle  observes,  that  a  democracy  has  many 
can  be  fiirnished  by  the  records  of  history,  or  striking  pointsof  resemblance  with  a  tyranny.* 
by  the  invention  of  poets.  This  prattling  of  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  in  a  democracy /the 
theirs  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  sophistry.  . 

It  is  nothing  but  plain  impudence.  Have  these  *  rxru^r.  t  ^^^^  »k:.  x  ....^.^  r 

«A«*i^..^^        u    _j   •    *!.       Li      .1      .  w  lien  I  wrote  this  I  quoted  from  memory* 

gentlemen  never  heard,  m  the  ,whole  cirde  of  after  many  years  had  elapsed  ftom  my  readif^ 
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majority  of  thecitusens  is  capable  of  esercising        I  know  how  easy  a  topic  it  is  to  dwell  oo 
the  most  cruel  oppressions  upon  the  minority ,     the  faults  of  departed  greatness.    By  a  revo- 
wheneTer  strong  divisions  prevail  in  that  kind     lution  in  the  state,  the  fawning  sycophant  of 
of  polity,  as  they  (^en  must ;  and  that  oppres-     yesterday  is  converted  into  tlie  austere  critic 
sion  of  the  minority  will  extend  to  &r  greater     of  the  present  hour.    But  steady  independent 
numbers,  and  will  be  carried  on  with  much     minds,  when  they  have  an  object  of  so  serious 
greater  fury,  than  can  almost  ever  be  appro-     a  concern  to  mankind  as  government,  under 
hended  from  the  dominion  of  a  single  sceptre,     their  contemplation,  will  disdain  to  assume  the 
In  such  a  popular  persecution,  individual  bvS'    part  of  satirists  and  declaimers.    They  will 
ferers  are  in  a  much  more  deplorable  condi-     judge  of  human  institutions  as  they  do  of 
tion  than  in  any  other.    Under  a  cruel  prince     human  characters.    They  will  sort  out  the 
they  have  the  balmy  compassion  of  mankind  to     good  from  the  evil,  which  is  mixed  in  mortal 
assuage  the  smart  of  their  wounds ;  they  have     institutions  as  it  is  in  mortal  men. 
the  plaudits  of  the  pe(^le  to  animate  their        Your  government  in  France,  though  usually, 
generous  omstancy  under  their  sufferings    but  and  I  think  justly,  reputed  the  best  of  the  un- 
ihose  who  are  subjected  to  wrong  under  multi-  qualified  or  ill-qualified  monarchies,  was  still 
tudes,  are  deprived  of  all  external  consolation,  fiill  of  abuses.    These  abuses  accumulated  in 
They  seem  deserted  by  mankind ;  overpowered  a  length  of  time,  as  they  must  accumulate  in 
by  a  conspiracy  of  their  whole  species.  every  monarchy  not  under  the  constant  inspec- 
But  admitting  democracy  not  to  have  that  tion  of  a  popular  representative.    I  am  no 
inevitable  tendency  to  party  tyranny,  which  I  stranger  to  the  faults  and  defects  of  the  sub- 
suppose  it  to  have,  and  admitting  it  to  possess  verted  government  of  France ;  and  I  think  I 
as  mudi  good  in  it  when  unmixed,  as  I  am  am  not  inclined  by  nature  or  policy  to  make  a 
sure  it  possesses  when  compounded  with  other  panegyric  upon  any  thing  which  is  a  just  and 
forms;  does  monarchy,  on  its  part,  contain  natursil  object  of  censure.    But  the  question  is 
nothing  at  all  to  recommend  it  ?    I  do  not  not  now  of  the  vices  of  that  monarchy,  but  of 
often  quote  Bolingbroke,  nor  have  his  works  its  existence.    Is  it  then  true,  that  the  French 
in  general  lefl  any  permanent  impressi(Hi  on  government  was^ch  as  lo  pe  mcapable.^ 
my  mind.    He  is  a  presumptuous  and  a  super-  undeserving  of  reform ;  so  that  it  was  of  abstfj"!^ 
ficial  writer.     But  he  has  one  observation,  lute  necessity  the  whole  fabric  should  be  jtJ^-""^ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  without  depth  and  once  pulled  down,  and  the  area  cleared  fbr^l^i^^'^'^ 
solidity.   He  says,  that  he  prefers  a  monarchy  erection  of  ■  ^h«»^r«»tic  ftTp^rjynent^  edifine  in 
to  other  governments ;  because  you  can  better  its  place'/    aU  France  was  df  a  different  opi- 
ingrafl  any  description  of  republic  on  a  mo-  lltlRriir  the  beginnmg  of  the  year  1789.    The 
Dvchy  than  any  thing  of  monarchy  upon  the  instructions    to   the    representatives   to    the 
republican  forms.    I  think  him  perfectly  in  the  states-general,  from  every  district  in  that  king- 
right.    The  fact  is  so  historically ;  and  it  dom,  were  filled  with  projects  for  the  reforma- 
agrees  well  with  the  speculation.  tion  of  that  government,  without  the  remotest 

suggestion  of  a  design  to  destroy  it.   Had  such 

.  .,         j/>.jurjt.      A  ^  design  been  then  even  insinuated,  I  believe 

the  passase.   A  learned  fnend  has  found  it,  and  ..       ^iti        l       u.  •  j^l^ 

it  ia^Trofinore  •  theTO  would  have  been  but  one  voice,  and  that 

voice  for  rejectmg  U  with  scorn  and  borrour. 

To  h9os  TO  avTo,  Kai  ain^  itacortKa  nav  ^^^  ^^^  be^„  sometimes  led  by  degrees, 

^*Ariov«^,  Kai  ra  .'1"'^*''/"'/%^^^'^/,;';^  '^'j  sometimes  hurried,  into  things  of  which,  if  they 

7vTo7!^I\v7\oyoi  'KarylZTTtKartpoTi^'  could  have  seen  the  whole  togedier,  they  never 

UaTtMiiifnCooviiv,o\yitvKo\aKts^aoarvpai-  ^o"'d  *»ve  permitted  the   most  remote  ap- 

wij,  ol  St  ivfiayuyoi  xapa  rois  Sniiois  rots  proach.    When  those  mstrucUons  were  given, 

Toiovrois—'.  there  was  no  question  but  that  abuses  existed, 

"  The  ethical  character  is  the  same ;  both  '^  ^^t  they  demanded  a  reform ;  nor  is  there 

exercise  despotism  over  the  beuer   class  of  now.    In  the  interval  between  the  instructions 

dtisens;  and  decrees  are  in  the  one,  what  and  the  revolution,  things  changed  their  shape ; 

oniinances  and  arrtls  are  in  the  other:  the  ^qJ  jn  consequence  of  that  change,  the  true 
demagogue  too,  and  the  court  favourite,  are  not  ^.         ^    ^         .   .     --,,   .l      .u  l 

ui.frcqu?ntly    the   same    idemical    men,    and  question  at  present  is.  Whether  those  who 

always  bear  a  close  analogy ;  and  these  have  would  have  reformed,  or  those  who  have  de- 

the  principal  power,  each  m  their  respective  stroyed,  are  in  the  right  ? 
forms  of  government,  favourites  with  the  abso-         ^o  hear  some  men  speak  of  the  late  monaiw 
lute  monarch,- and  demagogues  with  a  people       i       *.  »-i  u  •        •       *i.  »  .u 

such  as  I  have  de3cribe5.»»-Ari3i.  Politic,  lib.  <^y  of  France,  you  would  imagme  that  they 

Iv.  c^  4.  were  talking  of  Persia  bleeding  under  the  fop- 
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cious  sword  of  Tahmas  Kouli  Kh&n ;  or  at  miUioiM.    After  abating  much  (and  much  I 

least,  describing  the  barbarous  anarchic  des-  think  ought  to  be  abated)  firom  the  sanguioe 

potism  of  Turkey,  where  the  finest  countries  in  cak:ulation  of  Dr.  Price,  I  have  no  doubt  thit 

the  most  genial  climates   in  the  world  are  the  population  of  France  did  increase  consido- 

wasted  by  peace  more  than  any  countries  rably  during  this  latter  period:  but  supposing 

have  been  worried  by  war ;  where  arts  are  un-  that  it  increased  to  nothing  more  than  will  be 

known,  where  manufactures  languish,  where  sufficient  to  complete  the  twenty-foor  millioas 

science    is  extinguished,   where    agriculture  six  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  to  tweo^- 

dccays,  where  the  human  race  itself  melts  five  millions,  still  a  pc^Nilation  of  twenty-fire 

away  and  perishes  under  the  eye  of  the  obser-  millions,  and  that  in  an  increasing  progress, 

ver.    Wad  this  the  case  of  France  ?    I  have  on  a  space  of  about  twenty-seven  thousand 

no  way  of  determining  the  question  but  by  a  square  leagues,  is  immense.    It  is,  for  instance^ 

reference  to  facts.    Facts  do  not  support  this  a  good  deal  more  than  the  proportionaUe  po- 

resemblance.    _y\|on|^  with  mi^y[|  evil,  there  is  pulation  of  this  island,  or  even  than  that  of 

^gftmn  grini  jn  mnnnrnhy  itifjfinnfl  some  cor-  Eng'and,  the  best  peopled  part  cf  the  united 

rective  to  its  evil  from  religion,  from  laws,  kingdom. 

from  manners,  from  opinions,  the  French  mo-  It  is  not  universally  true,  that  France  is  a 

narchy  must  have  received ;  which  rendered  fertile  country.    Considerable  tracts  of  it  are 

it  (though  by  no  means  a  free,  and  therefore  barren,  and  labour  under  other  natural  dtsad- 

by  no  means  a  good  constitution)  a  despotism  .  vantages.    In  the  portions  c^  that  territory, 

rather  in  appearance  than  in  reality.  where  things  are  more  favourable,  as  &r  as  I 

Among  the  standards  upon  which  the  effects  am  able  to  discover,  the  numbers  of  the  people 

of  government  on  any  country  are  to  be  esti-  correspond  to  the  indulgence  of  nature.*   The 

mated,  I  must  consider  the  state  of  its  popula-  Grenerality  of  Lisle  (this  I  admit  is  the  strong- 

tion  as  not  the  least  certain.    No  country  in  est  example)  upon  an  extent  of  four  hundred 

which  population  flourishes,  and  is  in  pro-  and  four  leagues  and  a  half,  about  ten  years 

gressive  improvement,  can  be  under  a  very  ago,  contained  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four 

mischievous  government.    About  sixty  years  thousand  six  hundred  soub,  which  is  one  tbou- 

ago,  the  Intendants  of  the  generalities  of  France  sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  inbabi- 

made,  with  other  matters,  a  report  of  the  popu-  tants  to  each  square  league.     The  middle  term 

lation  of  their  several  districts.     I  have  not  for  the  rest  of  France  is  about  nine  hundred 

the  books,  which  are  very  voluminous,  by  me,  inhabitants  to  the  same  admeasurement 

nor  do  I  know  where  to  procure  them,  (I  am  I  do  not  attribute  this  population  to  the  d^ 

obliged  to  speak  by  memory,  and  therefore  the  posed  government ;    because  I  do  not  like  to 

less  positively,)  but  I  think  the  population  of  complement  the  contrivances  of  men  with  what 

France,  was  by  them,  even  at  that  period,  is  due  in  a  great  degree  to  the  bounty  q£  PrO" 

estimated  at  twenty-two  millions  of  souls.    At  vidence.    But  that  decried  government  could 

the  end  of  the  last  century  it  had  been  gene-  not  have  obstructed,  most  probably  it  favoured, 

rally  calculated  at  eighteen.    On  either  of  these  the  operation  d[  those  causes  (whatever  ibey 

estimations,  France  was  not  ill  peopled.    Mr.  were)  whether  of  nature  in  the  soil,  or  habits 

Necker,  who  is  an  authority  for  his  own  time  of  industry  among  the  people,  which  has  pro- 

at  least  equal  to  the  Intendant  for  theirs,  duced  so  large  a  number  of  the  species  througb- 

rcckons,  and  upon  apparently  sure  principles,  out  that  whde  kingdom,  and  exhibited  in  some 

the  people  of  France,  in  the  year  1780,  at  particular  places  such  prodigies  of  population. 

twenty-four  millions  six  hundred  and  seventy  I  never  will  suppose  that  fabric  of  a  state  to  be 

thousand.    But  was  this  the  probable  ultimate  the  worst  of  all  political  institutions,  which, 

term  under  the  old  establishment?    Dr.  Price  by  experience,  is  found  to  contain  a  principle 

is  of  opinion,  that  the  growth  of  population  in  favourable  (however  latent  it  may  be)  to  the 

France  was  by  no  means  at  its  acnU  in  that  increase  of  mankind. 


tleman,  taking  ground  on  Mr.  Necker*s  data,  tecting  or  destructive.      France  fer  exceeds 

is  very  confident  that  since  the  period  of  that  mi-  England  m  the  multitude  of  her  people ;  but  I 

nister's  calculation,  the  French  population  has  apprehend  that  her  comparative  wealth  is  mod) 
increased  rapidly;  so  rapidly,  that  in  the  year 

1789  he  vrill  not  consent  to  rate  the  people  of  ♦  j)e  V  Administration  des  Finances  de  la 

tftat  kmgdom  at  a  tower  number  than  thirty  France,  par  Mons.  Necker,  vol.  i.  pi  988. 
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infeiioar  to  ours ;  that  it  is  not  so  equal  in  the  circulation.    Suppose  any  reasonable  deduo- 

distribotion,  nor  so  ready  in  the  circulation,  tions  from  Mr.  Necker's  compatatioD ;  tiie 

I  believe  the  difference  in  the  form  of  the  two  remainder  must  still  amount  to  an  immense 

governments  to  be  among  the  causes  of  this  sum.    Causes  thus  powerful  to  acquire  and  to 

•dvantago  on  the  side  of  England.    I  speak  retain,  cannot  be  fotmd  in  discouraged  indu»> 

of  England,  not  of  the  whole  British  domi-  try,  insecure  property,  and  a  positively  de- 

nions;    which,  if  compared   with    those   of  structive  government.    Indeed,  when  I  consi- 

France,  will,  in  some  degree,  weaken  the  com-  der  the  face  of  the  kingdom  of  France ;  the 

parative  rate  of  wealth  upon  our  side.     But  multitude  and  opulence  of  her  cities ;  the  use* 

that  wealth,  which  will  not  endure  a  compa-  ful  magnificence  of  her  spacious  high  roods 

risen  with  the  riches  of  England,  may  consti-  and  bridges ;  the  opportunity  of  her  artificial 

tote  a  very  respectable  degree  of  opulence,  canals  and  navigations  opening  the  conveni- 

Mr.  Necker's  book,  published  in  1785,*  con-  eacies  of  maritime  communication  through  a 

tains  an  accurate  and  interesting  collection  of  solid  continent  of  so  immense  an  extent ;  whea 

&cts  relative  to  public  oecononiy  and  to  poli-  I  turn  my  eyes  to  the  stupendous  works  of  her 

tical  arithmetic ;  and  his  speculations  on  the  ports  and  harbours,  and  to  her  whole  naval 

subject  are  in  general  wise  and  liberal.    In  apparatus,  whether  for  war  or  trade ;  when  I 

diat  work  he  gives  an  idea  of  the  state  of  bring  before  my  view  the  number  of  her  fortifi* 

Prance,  very  remote  from  the  portrait  of  a  cations,  constructed  with  so  bold  and  masterly 

eountry  whose  government  was  a  perfect  grie-  a  skill,  and  made  and  maintained  at  so  prodi- 

vance,  an  absolute  evil,  admitting  no  cure  but  gious  a  charge,  presenting  an  armed  front  and 

through  the  violent  and  uncertain  remedy  of  a  impenetrable  barrier  to  her  enemies  upon  every 

total  revolution.     He  affirms,  that  fix)m  the  side;  when  I  recollect  how  very  small  a  ^rt  dT 

year  1726  to  the  year  1784,  there  vras  coined  that  extensive  region  is  without  cultivation,  and 

at  the  mint  of  France,  in  the  species  of  gold  to  what  complete  perfection  the  culture  of  many 

and  silver,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  of  the  best  productions  of  the  earth  have  been 

millions  of  pounds  sterling.f  brought  in  France ;  when  I  reflect  on  the  excel* 

It  is  impossible  that  Mr.  Necker  should  be  lence  of  her  manufactures  and  fabrics,  second 

mistaken  in  the  amount  of  the  bullion  which  to  none  but  ours,  and  in  some  particulars  not 

has  been  coined  in  the  mint.    It  is  a  matter  second ;  when  I  contemplate  the  grand  founda* 

of  oflScial  record.    The  reasonings  of  this  able  tions  of  charity ,  public  and  private ;  when  I  surv 

financier,  concerning  the  quantity  of  gold  and  vey  the  state  of  all  the  arts  that  beautify  and 

silver  which  remained  for  circulation,  when  he  polish  life ;  when  I  reckon  the  men  she  has  bred 

wrote  in  1785,  that  is,  about  four  years  before  for  extending  her  fame  m  war,  her  able  statei* 

Ae  deposition  and  imprisonment  of  the  French  men,  the  multitude  of  her  profound  lawyers  and 

king,  are  not  of  equal  certainty ;  but  they  are  dieologians,  her  philosophers,  her  critics,  her 

laid  on  grotmds  so  apparently  solid,  that  it  is  historians  and  antiquaries,  her  poets  and  her 

not  ccsy  to  refuse  a  considerable  degree  of  orators,  sacred  and  profane ;  I  behold  in  all 

assent  to  his  calculation.    He  calculates  the  this  something  which  awes  and  commands  the 

numertdre,  or  what  we  call  tpedej  then  actually  imagination,  which  checks  the  mind  on  the 

existing   in   France,   at  about   eighty-eight  brink  ofprecipitate  and  indiscriminate  censure, 

millions  of  the  same  English  money.    A  great  and  which  demands,  that  we  should  very  seri* 

accumulation  of  wealth  for  one  country,  large  ously  examine,  what  and  how  great  are  the 

as  that  country  is !    Mr.  Necker  was  so  far  latent  vices  that  could  authorize  us  at  once  to 

from  considering  this  influx  of  wealth  as  likely  level  so  spacious  a  fabric  with  the  ground.    I 

to  cease,  when  he  wrote  in  1785,  that  he  pre-  do  not  recognise,  in  this  view  of  things,  the 

somes  upon  a  future  annual  increase  of  two  despotism  of  Turkey.    Nor  do  I  discern  the 

per  cent,  upon  the  money  brought  into  France  character  of  a  government,  that  has  been,  on 

during  the  periods  from  which  he  computed.  the  whole,  so  oppressive,  or  so  corrupt,  or  so 

Some  adequate  cause  must  have  originally  negligent,  as  to  be  utterly  unfit  ^br  all  r^rma» 

introduced  all  the  money  coined  at  its  mint  tion.    I  must  think  such  a  government  weU 

into  that  kingdom ;  and  some  cause  as  opera-  deserved  to  have  itt  excellencies  heightened ; 

tive  must  have  kept  at  home,  or  returned  into  its  faults  corrected ;  and  its   capacities  «•- 

its  bosom,  such  a  vast  flood  of  treasure  as  proved  into  a  British  constitution. 

Bdr.  Necker  calculates  to  remain  for  domestic  Whoever  has  examined  into  the  proceedings 

.    ,  of  that  deposed  government  fiwr  several  years 

»«P^  Lr'^Mi^Jf  NiJE^r^"  ^^^"^  back,  cannoT&il  to  have  observed,  amid  the 

'Tv^  S^e^ap  8.^  chip.  t.  i-ooostuwy  iid  flnctuation  natur^  to  court., 

Vou  I.— S3 
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IB  evoett  endMiTotir  towftrds  the  prosperitj  grae  the  effects  of  thii  philoeophic  fevDlotiso, 

and   improretnent  of  the  country  ;    he  must  and  before  the  nation  can  be  replaced  on  ilfl 

admit,  that   it  bad  long  been  employed,  in  ibnner  footing.     If  Dr.  Price  should  Uiink  &, 

some  instances,  wholly  to  remove,  in  many  a  few  years  hence,  to  favour  us  with  an  esti- 

coosiderably  to  correct,  the  abusive  practices  mate  of  the  population  of  France,  he  wiO 

and  usuages  that  had  prevailed  in  the  state ;  hardly  be  able  to  make  up  his  tale  of  tkiitj 

and  that  even  the  unlimited  power  of  the  so-  millions  of  souls,  as  computed  in  1789,  or  the 

vercign  over  the  persons  of  his  subjects,  in-  assembly's  compulation  of  twenty-six  millioDS 

consistent,  as  undoubtedly  it  was,  with  law  of  that  year;  or  even  Mr.  Necker's  twenty- 

and  liberty,  had  yet  been  every  day  growing  five  millions  in  1780.    I  hear  that  there  are 

more  mitigated  in  the  exercise.    So  far  from  considerable  emigrations  from  France ;  and 

refusing  itself  to  reformation,  that  government  that  many  quitting  that  vcJuptuoua.  cUmate, 

was  open,  with  a  censurable  degree  of  facility,  and  that  seductive  Cireean  liberty,  have  takeo 

to  all  sorts  of  projects  and  projectors  on  the  refuge  in  the  frozen  regions,  and  under  tba 

subject.    Rather  too  much  countenance  was  British  despotism  of  Canada. 

given  to  the  spirit  of  innovation,  which  soon  In  the  present  disappearance  <^  coin,  oo 

was  turned  against  those  who  fostered  it,  and  person  could  think  it  the  same   country,  m 

ended  in  their  ruin.    It  is  but  cold,  and  uo  which  the  present  minister  of  the  finances  has 

very  flattering  justice  to  that  fallen  monarchy,  been  able  to  discover  fourscore  millions  string 

to  say,  that,  for  many  years,  it  trespassed  more  in  specie.    From  its  general  aspect  one  would 

by  levity  and  want  of  judgment  in  several  of  its  conclude  that  it  had  been  for  some  tune  past 

schemes,  than  from  any  defect  in  diligence  or  under  the  special  direction  of  the  learned  aca- 

in  puUic  spirit.     To  compare  the  government  demicians  of  Laputa  and  Balnibarbi.t    Al- 

of  France  for  the  last  fifleen  or  sixteen  years  ready  the  population  of  Paris  has  so  declined, 

with  wise  and  well-K^onslituted  establbhments  that  Mr.  Necker  stated  to  the  national  assem- 

during  that,  or  during  any  period,  is  not  to  act  biy  the  provision  to  be  made  for  its  subsis- 

with  fairness.    But  if  in  point  of  prodigality  in  tence  at  a  fifth  less  than  what  had  formerly 

the  expenditure  of  money,  or  in  point  of  rigour  been  found  requisite.^    It  is  said  (and  I  have 

in  the  exercise  of  power,  it  be  compared  with  never  heard  it  contradicted)  that  a  hundred 

any  of  the  former  reigns,  I  believe  candid  thousand  people  are  out  of  employment  in 

judges  will  give  little  credit  to  the  good  inten-  that  city,  thou^  it  is  become  the  seat  of  the 

tions  of  those  who  dwell  perpetually  on  the  imprisoned  court  and  national  assembly.    No- 

dnnati(Mis  to  favourites,  or  on  the  expenses  of  thing,  I  am  credibly  informed,,  can  exceed  the 

the  court,  or  on  the  horrours  of  the  Bastile  in  shocking  and  disgusting  spectacle  of  meodi- 

tiie  reign  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth.'*'  cancy  displayed  ia  that  capital.    Indeed  the 

Whether  the  sjntem,  if  it  deserves  such  a,  votes  of  the  national  assembly  leave  no  doubt 

name,  now  built  on  the  ruins  of  that  ancient  <^  the  fact    They  have  lately  appointed  a 

nonachy,  will  be  able  to  give  a  better  account  standing  committee  of  mendicancy.     They  are 

of  the  peculation  and  wealth  of  the  country,  contriving  at  once  a.  vigorous  police  oa  this 

which  it  has  taken  under  its  care,  is  a  matter  subject,  imd,  for  the  first  time,  the  imposilioo 

very  doubtful.    Instead  of  improving  by  the  of  a  tax  to  maintain  the  poor,  for  whose  pre- 

change,  I  apprehend  that  a  long  series  of  years  sent  relief  great  sums  appear  on  the  face  of 

must  be  told,  before  it  can  recover  in  any  de-  the  public  accounts  o£  the  year.§     In  the 

The  workl  is  obliged  to  Mr.  de  Calonne  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  refute  the  scandalous 
exa?geratlons  relative  to  sotne  of  the  royal  expenses,  and  to  detect  the  fallacious  account  given 
of  pensions,  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  provoking  the  populace  to  all  sorts  of  crimes. 

I  See  Gulliver's  Travels  for  the  idea  of  countries  governed  by  pbiloeopbers. 

I  Mr.  de  Calonne  states  the  falJingoff  of  the  population  of  Paris  as  far  more  considerable; 
and  U  may  be  so,  since  the  period  of  Mr.  Necker's  calculation. 
§  Travaux  de  charite  pour  subvenir  au  manque  de  travail  a  Livreg.  £,    s.   d. 

Paris  et  dans  les  provinces  ......       S,886,93(>-.    161,131    18   4 

Pestructbn  de  vagabondage  et  de  la  mendicite  .  .  1,671,417—      69,643     7  6 

Primes  pour  Pimportation  de  grains  ....         6,67i,907-~    236,339      9   3 

Defuses  relatives  aux  subsistences,  deduction 

fait  des  recQuvrements  qui  ont  eu  lieu  .  .  89,871,790 — 1,651,834     II   9 

Total,  51,083,034—3,138,418        1    8 

When  I  sent  this  book  to  the  press,  I  entertained  some  doubt  concerning  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  last  article  in  the  above  accounts,  which  is  only  under  a  general  hcMid,  without  any  detail. 
Blnee  then  I  have  seen  Mr.  de  Galonne's  work.    I  must  think  it  a  great  loss  to  me  that  I  had  not 
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mean  time  the  leaders  of  the  legislative  clubq  and  violence  were  accomplishing  the  deatmo 

and  cc^ee-houses  are  intoxicated  with  admire-  tion  of  a  pretended  nobiUty  which  disgraced, 

tion  at  their  own  wisdom  and  ability.     They  whilst  it  persecuted,  human  nature.    The  per- 

^»eak  with  the  most  sovereign  contempt  (^  the  sons  most  abhorrent  from  blood,  and  trea- 

rest  of  the  world.    They  tell  the  people,  to  son,  and  arbitrary  cmifiscation,  might  remain 

comfort  them  in  the  rags  with  which  they  have  silent  spectators  of  this  civil  war  between  the 

clothed  them,  that  they  are  a  nation  of  philo-  vices. 

■ophers;  and,  sometimes,  by  all  the  arts  of  But  did  the  privileged  nobili^  who  met  un- 

quadcish  parade,  by  show,  tumult,  and  bustle,  der  the  king's  precept  at  Versailles,  in  1789, 

aometimes  by  the  alarms  of  plots  and  invasions,  or  their  constituents,  deserve  to  be  lo<^ed  on 

they  attempt  to  drown  the  cries  of  indigence,  as  the  Nayrea  or  Mamdukea  oS  this  ago,  or  as 

and  to  divert  the  eyes  of  the  observer  from  the  the  Orstm  and  ViteUi  of  ancient  times?    If  I 

min  and  wretchedness  of  the  state.    A  brave  had  then  asked  the  question  I  should  have 

people  will  certainly  prefer  liberty,  accom-  passed  for  a  madman.    What  have  they  since 

panied  with  a  virtuous  poverty,  to  a  depraved  done  that  they  were  to  be  driven  into  exile, 

and  wealthy  servitude.     But  before  the  price  Uiat  their  persons   should  be  hunted  about, 

of  comfort  and  opulence  is  paid,  one  ought  to  mangled,  and  tortured,  their  families  dispersed, 

be  pretty  sure  it  is  real  liberty  which  is  pur-  their  houses  laid  in  ashes,  and  that  their  order 

chased,  and  that  she  is  to  be  purchased  at  no  should  be  abolished,  and  die  memory  of  it,  if 

other  price.  I  shall  always,  however,  consider  possible,  extinguished,  by  ordaining  them  to 

that  liberty  as  very  equivocal  in  her  appea-  change  the  very  names  by  which  they  were 

ranee,  which  has  not  wisdom  and  justice  for  usually  known?     Read  their  instructions  to 

her  companinos ;  and  does  not  lead  prosperity  their  representatives.     They  breathe  the  spirit 

and  plenty  in  her  train.  (^  liberty  as  warmly,  and  they  recommend 

The  advocates  for  this  revolution,  not  satis-  reformation  as  strongly,  as  any  other  order, 

ied  with  exaggerating  the  vices  of  their  an-  Their  privileges  relative  to  contribution  were 

cient  government,  strike  at  the  fame  of  their  voluntarily  surrendered ;  as  the  king  from  the 

country  itself,  by  painting  almost  all  that  could  beginning,  surrendered  all  pretence  to  a  right 

have  attracted  the  attention  of  strangers,  I  of  taxation.  Upon  a  free  constitution  there  was 

mean  their  nobility  and  their  clergy,  as  objects  but  one  opinion   in  France.    The  absolute 

of  horrour.     If  this  were  only  a  libel,  there  monarchy  was  at  an  end.    It  breathed  its  last, 

had  not  been  much  in  iu    But  it  has  practical  wiUiout  a  groan,  without  struggle,  without 

consequence^    Had  your  nobility  and  gentry,  convulsion.    All  the  struggle,  all  the  dissension 

who  formed  the  great  body  of  your  landed  men,  arose   afterwards  upon  the  preference  of  a 
and  the  whole  of  your  military  officers,  resem-  ..  despotic  democracy  to  a  government  of  reci- 

bled  those  of  Germany,  at  the  period  when  the  procal  comroul.  The  triumph  of  the  victorious 

Hanse-towns  were  necessitated  to  confederate  party  was  over  tlie  principles  of  a  British  con- 

against  the  nobles  in  defence  of  their  property  stitution. 

—had  they  been  like  the  Onmi  and  ViteUi  in  I  have  observed  the  affectation,  which,  for 

Italy,  who  used  to  sally  from  their  fortified  many  years  past,  has  prevailed  in  Paris  even 

dens  to  rob  the  trader  and  traveller— had  they  to  a  degree  perfectly  childish,  of  idolizing  the 

been  such  as  the  Mameluke»  in  Egypt,  or  the  memory  of  your  Henry  the  Fourth.    If  any 

Nm/rea  on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  I  do  admit,  thing  could  put  one  out  of  humour  with  that 

that  too  critical  an  inquiry  might  not  be  advise-  ornament  to  the  kingly  character,  it  would  be 

able  into  the  means  of  freemg  the  world  from  this  overdone  style  of  insidious  panegyric, 

•och  a  nuisance.    The  statues  of  Equity  and  The  persons  who  have  worked  this  eMme  the 

Mercy  might  be  veiled  for  a  moment.    The  most  busily,  are  those  who  have  ended  their 

tenderest  minds,  confounded  with  the  dreadful  panegyrics  in  dethroning  his  succeraor  and 

exigence  in  which  morality   submits  to  the  descendant;  a  man,   as  good-natured  at  the 

mspension  of  its  own  rules  in  favour  of  its  least,  as  Henry  the  Fourth ;  altogether  as  food 

own  principles,  might  turn  aside  whilst  firaud  of  his  people ;  and  who  has  done  mfinitely  more 

that  advantage  earlier.  Mr.  de  Calonne  thinks  this  article  to  be  on  account  P^ »?"«'.*!,fj5^^^^^ 
but  as  he  is  not  able  to  comprehend  how  so  ^eat  a  loss  »«  "P^*^"  ^^^-^'Jf  J^f  ,^„*S5e  this 
bt  sustained  on  the  differen<!e  between  the  price  and  the  sale  of  faS".  he  seems  P.J^jJ^;  f,;",!; 
enormous  head  of  charge  to  secret  expenses  of  the  revol.iuon.  I  cannot  say  a"J ''^J^fhWsa  on 
S?Si  subject.  The  rSider  is  capable  of  judging,  by  the  «gS:'SJn°omvTd3Tn^£5^Q(SJ 
the  state  and  condition  of  France  ;  and  the  system  of  publ  c  Jjconomy  ado^^^in  "»«  n«ioR, 
TlMM  arUclea  of  account  produced  no  inquiry  or  discussion  In  the  national  assemoiy. 
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to  correct  the  ancient  ricee  of  the  state  than  prMennons  far  abo?e  this  descrifAioo.  I  spedk 

that  great  monarch  did,  or  we  are  sure  he  ever  of  those  who  were  {generally  met  with, 

meant  to  do.    Well  it  is  for  his  panegyrists  As  to  their  behaviour  to  the  inferiow  dastes, 

that  they  have  not  him  to  deal  with.  For  Henry  they  appeared  to  me  to  comport  themselves 

of  Navarre  was  a  resolute,  active,  and  politic  towards  therewith  good>nature,  and  witfasom^ 

prince.     He  possessed  indeed  great  humanity  thing  more  nearly  approaching  to  familiari^, 

and  mildness ;  but  an  humanity  and  mildness  than  is  generally   practised   with  us  in  the 

that  never  stood  in  the  way  of  his  interests.  iBtercourse  between  the    higher  and    fcmer 

He  never  sought  to  be  loved  without  patting  ranks  of  life.    To  strike  any  p«9on,  even  in 

himself  first  in  a  condition  to  be  feared.    He  the  moei  abject  cooditioD,  was  a  thing  m  a 

used  soft  language  with  determined  conduct,  manner  unknown,   and  wouki  be  hi^y  dis> 

He  asserted  and  maintained  his  authority  in  graceful.    Instances  of  other  ill-treatment  of 

the  gross,  and  distributed  hisactsof  concessioa  the  humble  part  of  the  community  were  rare; 

only  in  the  detail.    He  spent  the  income  of  and  as  to  attacks  made  upon  property  or  the 

his  prerogative  nobly ;  but  he  took  care  not  to  personal  liberty  of  the  oonunons,  I  never  heard 

break  in  upon  the  capital  *,  never  abandoning  of  any  whatsoever  from  them ;  nor,  whilst  the 

for  a  moment  any  of  the  claims,  which  he  made  laws  were  in  vigour   under  the  ancimtgo- 

tmder  the  fundamental  laws,  nor  sparing  to  vemment,  would  sudi  tyranny  in  subjects  have 

shed  the  blood  of  those  who  opposed  him,  oflen  been  permitted.    As  men  of  landed  estates,  1 

in  the  field,  sometimes  upon  the  scafiuld.  Be-  had  no  £aiolt  to  find  with  their  conduct,  though 

cause  he  knew  how  to  make  his  virtues  re-  muc^  to  reprehend,  and  much  to  wish  changed, 

•pected  by  the  ungrateful,  he  has  merited  the  ui  many  of  the  old  tenures.    Where  the  letting 

praises  of  those,  whom,  if  they  had  lived  in  his  of  their  land  was  by  r^it,  I  could  not  discover 

time,  he  would  have  shut  up  in  the  Hostile,  that  their  agreements  with  their  farmers  were 

and  brought  to  punishment  along  with  the  re-  ^ipressive ;  nor  when  they  were  in  partner- 

gicides  whom  he  hanged  afler  he  had  famished  ship  with  the  farmer,  as  oAen  was  tike  case, 

Paris  bto  a  surrender.  have  I  heard  that  they  had  taken  die  lion's 

If  these  panegyrists  are  in  earnest  in  their  share..    The  proportions  seemed  not  inequi- 

admiration  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  they  must  table.    There  might  b»  exceptions ;  bat  cer- 

remember,  that  they  cannot  think  more  highly  tainly  they  were  exceptions  oiily.    i  have  no 

of  him,  than  he  did  of  the  noblesse  of  France ;  reason  to  brieve  that  in  these  respects  the 

whose  virtue,  honour,  courage,  patriotism,  and  landed  noblesse  of  France  were  worse  than  the 

loyalty  were  his  constant  theme.  landed  gentry  of  this  country ;  certainly  in  no 

But  the  nobility  of  France  are  degenerated  respect  more  vexatioos  than  the  landhoMers, 

since  the  days  of  Henry  the  Fourth.    This  is  not  noble,  of  their  own  nation.    In  cities  the 

possible.    But  it  is  more  than  I  can  believe  nobility  had  no  manneF  of  power ;  in  the  eoun- 

to  be  true  in  any  great  degree.    I  do  not  pre-  try  very  little.    You  know,  Sir,  that  mudi  of 

tend   to  know  France  as  correctly  as  some  the  civil  government,  and   the   police  in  the 

others ;  but  I  have  endeavoured  through  my  most  essentiad  parts,  was  not  in  the  han^  of 

whole  life  to  make  n^self  acquainted  with  hu-  that  nobility  which  presents  itself  first  to  our 

man  nature :  otherwise  I  should  be  unfit  to  take  consideration.    The  revenue,  the  system  and 

even  my  humble  part  in  the  service  (^mankind,  collection  of  which  were  the  most  grievous 

In  that  study  I  could  not  pass  by  a  vast  por-  parts  of  the  French  government,  was  not  ad- 

tion  of  our  nature,  as  it  appeared  modified  in  ministered  by  the  mend*  the  sword;  nor  were 

a  country  but  twenty-lour  miles  from  the  shore  they  answerable  fbr  the  vices  of  its  principle, 

of  this  island.    On  my  best  observation,  com-  or  the  vexations,  where  any  sudi  exBted,  in 

pared  with  my  best  inquiries,  I  found  your  no-  its  management. 

bility  for  the  greater  part  composed  of  men  of  Denying,  as  I  am  well  warranted  to  do,  that 

a  high  spirit,  and  of  a  delicate  sense  of  ho-  the  nobility  had  any  considerable  share  in  the 

nour,  both  with  regard  to  themselves  individu-  oppression  of  the  people,  in  cases  in  which  real 

ally,  and  with  regard  to  their  wfcole  corps,  over  oppression  existed,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that 

whom  they  kept,  beyond  what  is  common  in  they  were  not  without  considerable  faults  and 

other  countries,  ^  censorial  eye.    They  were  errours.    A  foolish  imitation  of  the  worst  part 

tolerably  well-bred;  very  officious,  humane,  of  the  manners  of  England, -which  impaired 

and  hospitable ;  in  their  conversation  frank  and  their  natural  character,  without  substituting  in 

open ;  vriih  a  good  military  tone ;  and  reason-  its  place  what  perhaps  they  meant  to  copy,°ba9 

ably  tinctured  with  literature,  particularly  of  certainly  rendered  them  worse  than  formerly 

the  authors  in  their  own  language.    Many  had  they  were.    Habitual  dissoiutaoess  of  mauieis 
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oontmned  beyond  the  pardonable  period  of  life,  opinion,  and  permanence  to  fugitive  esteem. 

was  more  common  among  them  than  it  is  with  It  is  a  sour,  malignant,  envious  disposition, 

OB ;  and  it  reigned  with  the  less  hope  of  re-  without  taste  for  the  reality,  or  for  any  imago 

medy,  though  possibly  with  something  of  less  or  representation  of  virtue,  that  sees  with  joy 

mischief,  by  being  covered  with  more  exteriour  the  unmerited  fall  of  what  had  long  flourished 

decorum.     They  cotmtenanced  too  much  that  in  spleiklour  and  in  honour.    I  do  not  like  to 

ticentious  philosophy  which  has  helped  to  bring  see  any  thing  destroyed  ;  any  void  produced 

on  their  ruin.      There   was  another  errour  in  society ;  any  ruin  on  the  face  of  the  land, 

among  them  more  fatal.    Those  of  the  com-  It  was  therefore  with  no  disappointment  or 

mons,  who  approached  to  or  exceeded  many  of  dissatisfaction  that  my  inquiries  and  obser- 

the  nobility  in  point  of  wealth,  were  not  fully  vations  did  not  present  to  me  any  incorrigible 

admitted  to  the  rank  and  estimation  which  vices  in  the  noblesse  of  France,  or  any  abuse 

wealth,  in  reason  and  good  policy,  ought  to  which  could  not  be  removed  by  a  reform  verj 

bestow  in  every  country ;  though  I  think  not  short  of  abolition.    Your  noblesse  did  not  de- 

equally  with  that  of  other  nobility.     The  two  serve  punishment ;  but  to  degrade  is  to  punish. 

Idndsof  aristocracy  were  too  punctiliously  kept  It  viras  with  the  same  satisfaction  I  found 

asunder ;  less  so,  however,  than  in  Germany  that    the    result  of  my   inquiry  concerning 

and  some  other  nations.  your  clergy  was  not  dissimilar.      It  is  no 

This  separation,  as  I  have  already  taken  the  soothing  news  to  my  ears,  that  great  bodies 

liberty  of  suggesting  to  you,  I  conceive  to  be  of  men  are  incurably  corrupt.    It  is  not  with 

ooe  principal  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the  much  credulity  I  listen  to  any,  when  they 

old  nobility.    The  military,  particularly,  was  speak  evil  of  those  whom  they  are  going  to 

too  exclusively  reserved  for   men  of  fiunily.  plunder.      I    rather   suspect  that  vices    are 

But,  after  all,  this  was  an  errour  of  opinion,  feigned  or  exaggerated,  when  profit  is  looked 

which  a  conflicting  opinion  would  have  recti-  for  in  their  punishment.    An  enemy  is  a  bad 

fied.    A  permanent  assembly,  in  which  the  witness:  a  robber  is  a  worse.     Vices  and 

eommons  had  their  Awre  of  power,  would  soon  abuses  there  were  undoubtedly  in  that  order, 

abolish  whatever  was  too  invidious  and  insul-  and  must  be.    It  was  an  old  establishment, 

ting  in  these  distinctions ;  and  even  the  faults  and  not  irequently  revised.     But  I  saw  no 

in  the  morals  of  the  nobility  wouki  have  been  crimes  m  the  individuals  that  merited  confis* 

probably  corrected,  by  the  greater  varieties  of  cation  of  their  substance,  nor  those  cruel 

occupation  and  pursuit  to  which  a  constitution  insults  and  degradations,  uid  that  unnatural 

by  orders  would  have  given  rise.  persecution  wfaidi  have  be^i  substituted  in  the 

All  this  violent  cry  against  the  nobility  I  place  of  mdiorating  regulation. 

take  to  be  a  mere  work  of  art.    To  be  bo-  If  there  had  been  any  just  cause  for  this  new 

floured  and  even  privileged  by  the  laws,  opi-  religious  persecution,  the  atheistic  libellras, 

nioQs^  and  inveterate  usages  of  our  country,  who  act  as  trumpeters  to  animate  the  populace 

growing  out  of  the  prejudice   of   ages,  has  to  plunder,  do  not  love  any  body  so  much  as 

nothing  to  provoke  horrour  and  indignation  in  not  to  dwell  with  complacence  on  the  vices  of 

any  man.    Even  to  be  too  tenacious  of  those  the  existing  clergy.    This  they  have  not  d(Mie. 

privileges  is  not  absolutely  a  crime.     The  They  And  themselves  obliged  to  rake  into  the 

strong  struggle  in  every  individual  to  preserve  histories  of  former  ages  (which  they  have  tka- 

possession  of  what  he  has  foirod  to  belong  to  sacked  with  a  malignant  and  profligate  in* 

him,  and  to  distinguish  him,  is  one  of  the  dustry)  for  every  instance  of  oppression  and 

securities  against  injustice  and  despotism  im-  persecution  whidi  has  been  made  by  that  body 

planted  in  our  nature.     It  operates  as  an  or  in  its  favour,  in  order  to  justify,  upon  very 

instinct  to  secure  property,  and  to  preserve  iniquitous,  because  very  illogical  principles  of 

eommunities  in  a  settled  state.     What  is  retaliation,  their  own  persecutions,  and  their 

there  to  shock  in  this?    Nobility  is  a  graceful  own  cruelties.    After  destroying  all  other  go* 

ornament  K>  the  civil  order.    It  is  the  Corin-  neabgies  and  &mily  distinctions,  they  inv«iit 

tiiian  capital  of  polished  society.    Omnes  boni  a  sort  of  pedigree  d*  crimes.    It  is  not  very 

ncbUitati  temper  favermu  was  the  saying  of  a  just  to  chastise  men  for  the  oflTonces  of  their 

wise  and  good  man.    It  is  indeed  one  sign  of  natural  ancestors ;  but  to  take  the  fiction  of 

a  liberd  wad  benevolent  mind  to  incline  to  it  ancestry  in  a  corporate  succession,  as  a  groond 

with  some  sort  of  partial  propensity.    He  feels  ibr  punishing  men  who  have  no  relation  to 

ao  ennobling  principle  in  his  own  heart,  who  guilty  acts,  except  in  names  and  general  d** 

wishes  to  level  all  the  artificial  institutions  scriptions,  is  a  sort  of  refinement  in  injustioo 

wfaklilwve  been  adopted  ibr  giviof  abodyto  beUiH^ing  <•  tM  phi)«P0p>7  of  thb  wU|^itiMd 
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a^.    The  aaaemUy  punishes  men,  many,  if  tmtes,  senates,  parliaments,  naiioaal  aasem- 
not  most,  of  whom  abhor  the  violent  conduct  Wics,  judges,  and  captains.    Yoa  would  not 
of  ecclesiastics  in  former  limes  as  much  as  cure  the  evil  by  resolving,  that  there  should 
their  present  persecutors  can  do,   and  who  be  no  more  monarchs,  nor  ministers  of  stale, 
would  be  as  loud  and  as  strong  in  the  expres-  nor  of  the  gospel;  no  interpreters  of  law;  do 
•ion  of  thai  sense,  if  they  were  not  well  aware  general  dficers;    no  public   councib.     Yoa 
of  the  purposes  for  which  all  this  declamation  might  change  the  names.    The  things  in  some 
is  employtid.  riiape  must  remain.    A  certain  quaanlum  of 
Corporate  bodies  are  immortal  for  die  good  power  must  always  exist  in  the  community,  m 
of  the  members,  but  not  for  their  punishment,  some   hands,   and   under    some    appellaticm. 
Nations    themselves  are  such  corporations.  Wise  men  will  apply  their  remedies  to  vices, 
As  well  might  we  in  England  think  of  waging  not  to  names ;  to  the  causes  of  evil  which  are 
inexpiable  war  upon  all  Frenchmen  for  the  permanent,  not  to  the  occasional  organs  bjr 
evib  which  they  have  brought  upon  us  in  the  which  they  act,  and  the  transitory  modes  in 
several  periods  of  our  mutiml  hostilities.    You  which  they  appear.    Otherwise  you  will  be 
might,  on  your  part,  think  yourselves  justified  wise  historically,  a  ibol  in  practice.    Seld(Mn 
in  falling  upon  all  Englislunen  on  account  oi  have  two  ages  the  same  fashion  in  their  pre- 
the  unpiuidleled  calamities  brought  u]toa  the  texts  and  the  same  modes  of  mischief.    Wick- 
people  of  France  by  the  unjust  invasions  of  our  edness  is  a  little  more  inventive.     Whilst  you 
Henries  and  our  Edwards.    Indeed  we  should  are  discussing  fashion,  the  iashicm  is  gone  by. 
be  mutually  justified  in  this  exterminatory  war  The  very  same  vice  assumes  a  new  body. 
upon  each  other,  full  as  much  as  you  are  in  the  The  spirit  transmigrates ;  and,  far  from  losing 
unprovoked  persecution  of  your  present  coun-  its  principle  of  life  by  the  change  of  its  ap* 
trymen,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  men  of  pearance,  it  is  renovated  in  its  new  ocgaiii 
the  same  name  in  other  times.  with  the  fresh  vigour  of  a  juvenile  activity.  It 
We  do  not  draw  the  moral  lessons  we  might  walks  abroad ;  it  ccmtinues  its  ravages ;  whikt 
firom  history.    On  the  contrary,  without  care  it  you  are  gibbeting  the  carcase,  or  demolishing 
may  be  used  to  vitiate  our  minds  and  to  destroy  the  tomb.    Tou  are  terrifying  yourselves  with 
our  happiness.    In  history  a  great  volume  is  ghosts  and  apparitions,  whilst  your  house  is 
unrolled  for  our  instruction,  drawing  the  mate-  the  haunt  of  r(A>ber8.  It  is  thus  with  all  those, 
rials  of  future  wisdom  from  the  past  errours  who,  attending  only  to  the  shell  and  husk  of 
and  infirmities  <^  mankind.    It  may,  in  the  history,  think  they  arc  waging  war  with  into- 
perversion,  serve  for  a  magazine,  furnishing  lerance,  pride,  and  cruelty,  whilst,  under  cdour 
offensive  and  defensive  weapons  for  parties  in  of  abhorring  the  ill  principles  of  antiquated 
diurch  and  state,  and  supplying  the  means  of  parties,  they  are  authorizing  and  feeding  the 
keeping  alive,  or  reviving  dissensicms  and  ani-  same  odious  vices  in  different  factions,  aad 
mosities,  and  adding  fuel  to  civil  fury.    History  perhaps  in  worse. 

consists,  for  the  greater  part,  of  the  miseries  Your  citizens  of  Paris  fonmerly  had  lent 

brought  i^n   the  world  by  pride,  ambition,  themsdves  as  the  ready  instruments  to  slaugb- 

avarice,  revenge,  lust,   sedition,  hypocrisy,  ter  the  followers  of  Calvin,  at  the   infamous 

ungovemed  zeal,  and  all  the  tram  of  disor-  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.    What  should 

dcrly  appetites,  which  shake  the  public  with  we  say  to  those  who  couU  think  of  retaliating 

the  same                                                          •  on  the  Parisians  of  this  day  the  abominations 

« ti-o..>.i/..«<i  -♦^..«.-  *v«. . ^^  horrours  of  that  time  ?    They  are  indeed 

**  trouDlous  storms  that  toss  ,         l.  *     ul     ^i_.                      r> 

The  private  state,  and  render  life  unswect»»  brought  to  abhor  that  massacre.    Ferocious  as 

they  are,  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  them  dis- 
These  vices  are  the  ccaiaes  of  those  storms,  like  it ;  because  the  politicians  and  fashionable 
Religion,  morals,  laws,  prerogatives,  privi-  teachers  have  no  interest  in  giving  their  pas- 
leges,  liberties,  rights  of  men,  are  thepreUxts.  sions  exactly  the  same  direction.  Still  how- 
The  pretexts  are  always  found  in  some  spe-  ever  they  find  it  their  interest  to  keep  the  same 
Clous  appearance  of  a  real  good.  You  would  savage  dispositions  alive.  It  was  but  the 
not  secure  men  from  tyranny  and  sedition,  by  other  day  that  they  caused  this  very  massacre 
rootmg  out  of  the  mind  the  principles  to  which  to  be  acted  on  the  stage  for  the  diversion  of 
fliese  fraudulent  pretexts  apply?  If  you  did,  the  descendants  of  those  who  committed  it. 
you  would  root  out  every  thing  that  is  valuable  In  this  tragic  farce  Uiey  produced  the  cardinal 
m  the  human  breast.  As  these  are  the  pre-  of  Lorraine  in  his  robes  of  function,  ordering 
texts,  so  the  ordinary  actors  and  instruments  in  general  slaughter.  Was  this  spectacle  in- 
gmx  pubUc  evils  are  kings,  priests,  magis-  tended  to  make  the  Parisians  abhor  persecutioQi 
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and  loath  the  effusion  of  blood  ? — No ;  it  was  braced.  It  will  teach  posteri^  not  to  make 
to  teach  them  to  persecute  their  own  pastors ;  war  upon  either  religion  or  philosophy,  for  the 
it  was  to  excite  them,  by  raising  a  disgust  and  abuse  which  the  hypocrites  of  both  have  made 
horrour  of  their  clergy,  to  an  alacrity  in  hun-  of  the  two  most  valuable  blessings  conferred 
ting  down  to  destruction  an  order,  which,  if  it  upon  us  by  the  bounty  of  the  universal  Patron, 
cu^t  to  exist  at  all,  ought  to  exist  not  only  in  who  in  all  things  eminently  favours  and  pro- 
safe^,  but  in  reverence.    It  was  to  stimulate  tects  the  race  of  man. 

their  cannibal  appetites  (which  one  would  If  your  clergy,  or  any  clergy,  should  shew 
think  had  been  gorged  sufficiently)  by  variety  themselves  vicious  beyond  the  fair  bounds  al- 
and seasoning;  and  to  quicken  them  to  an  lowed  to  human  infirmity,  and  to  those  pro* 
alertness  in  new  murders  and  massacres,  if  it  fessional  faults  which  can  hardly  be  separated 
should  suit  the  purpose  of  the  Guises  of  the  from  professional  virtues,  though  their  vices 
day.  An  assembly,  in  which  sat  a  multitude  never  can  countenance  the  exercise  of  opprea- 
of  priests  and  prelates,  was  obliged  to  suffer  sion,  I  do  admit,  that  they  would  naturally 
this  indignity  at  its  door.  The  author  was  have  the  effect  of  abating  very  much  of  our 
not  sent  to  the  gallies,  nor  the  players  to  the  indignation  against  the  tyrants  who  exceed 
house  of  correction.  Not  long  after  this  exhi-  measure  and  justice  in  their  punishment.  I 
bition,  those  players  came  forward  to  the  can  allow  in  clergymen,  through  all  their  divi* 
assembly  to  daim  the  rites  of  that  very  reli-  sions,  some  tenaciousness  of  their  own  opi- 
gion  which  they  had  dared  to  expose,  and  to  nion ;  some  overflowings  of  zeal  fbr  its  propa- 
sbew  their  prostituted  faces  in  the  senate,  gation ;  some  predilection  to  their  own  state 
vHiilst  the  arch-bishop  of  Paris,  whose  function  and  office ;  some  attachment  to  the  interest  of 
was  known  to  his  people  only  by  his  prayers  their  own  corps ;  some  preference  to  those  who 
and  benedictions,  and  his  wealth  only  by  alms,  listen  with  docility  to  iheir  doctrines,  beyond 
is  forced  to  abandon  his  house,  and  to  fly  those  who  scorn  and  deride  them.  I  allow  all 
from  his  flock  (as  from  ravenous  wolves)  this,  because  I  am  a  man  who  have  to  deal 
because,  truly,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the  with  men,  and  who  would  not,  through  a  vio* 
cardinal  of  Lorraine  was  a  rebel  and  a  mur<  lence  d*  toleration,  run  into  the  greatest  of  aB 
derer.'i'  intolerance.     I  must  bear  with    infirmities 

Such  is  the  effect  of  the  perversion  of  his-  until  they  fester  into  crimes, 

tory,  by  those,  who,  for  the  same  nefarious  Undoubtedly,  the  natural  progress  of  the 

purposes,  have  perverted  every  other  part  of  passions,  from  frailty  to  vice,  ought  to  be  pre- 

leaming.    But  those  who  will  stand  upon  that  vented  by  a  watchful  eye  and  a  firm  hand, 

elevation  of  reason,  which  places  centuries  But  is  it  true  that  the  Ixxly  of  your  clergy  bad 

under  our  eye,  and  brings  things  to  the  true  past  those  limits  of  a  just  allowance  ?    From 

pomt  of  comparison,   which    obscures  little  the  general  style  of  your  late  publications  of 

names,  and  effaces  the  colours  of  little  parties,  all  sorts,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  your 

and  to  which  nothing  can  ascend  but  the  spirit  clergy   in  France  were  a  sort  of  monsters ; 

and  moral  quality  of  human  actions,  will  say,  an  horrible  composition  of  superstition,  igno- 

to  the  teachers  of  the  Palais  Royal,— the  car^  ranee,  sloth,  fraud,  avarice,  and  tyranny.  But 

dinal  of  Lorraine  was  the  munlerer  of  the  is  this  true  ?    Is  it  true,  that  the  lapse  of 

ijyffxmth  century,  you  have  the  glory  of  being  time,  the  cessation  of  conflicting  interests,  the 

the  murderers  in  the  eighteenth ;  and  this  is  woeful  experience  of  the  evils  resulting  from 

the  only  difference  between  you.    But  history,  party  rage,  have  had  no  sort  <^  influence  grai- 

intbe  nineteenth  century,  better  understood,  dually  to  meliorate  their  minds?    Is  it  true, 

and  better  employed,  will,  I  trust,  teach  a  that  they  were  daily  renewing  invasions  on 

civilized  posterity  to  abhor  the  misdeeds  of  the  civil  power,  troubling  the  domestic  quiet 

both  these  barbarous  ages.  It  will  teach  future  of  their  country,  and  rendering  the  operations 

priests  and  magistrates  not  to  retaliate  upon  of  its  government  feeble  and  precarious  ?  I| 

the  speculative  and  inactive  atheists  of  future  it  true,  that  the  clergy  of  otir  times  have 

times,  the  enormities  committed  by  the  present  pressed  down  the  laity  with  an  iron  hand,  and 

practical  zeatets  and  furious  fanatics  of  that  were,  in  all  places,  lighting  up  the  fires  of  a 

wretched  errour,  which,  in  its  quiescent  state,  savage  persecution  ?    Did  they  by  every  fraud 

is  more  than  punished,  whenever  it  is  em-  endeavour  to  increase  their  estates  ?  Did  they 

use  to  exceed  the  due  demands  on  estates  that 

..   -  u.  ^^rt>  their  own?     Or,  rigidly  screwing  up 

♦  This  If  on  a  supposition  of  the  troth  of  this  ^_j^^  ^^^  wron«,  did  they  convert  a[  legal 

Story;  but  be  was  not  n  France  at  the  time.  *^"'    .  T*       ^♦i^^  ^^jLi^t   uvhmnntit 

One  iJame  serves  as  well  as  another.  daun  mto  a  vexatious  extortion?  Whennot 
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^kh,  operating  on  and  through  great  oum-  wbstance  of  that  system  which  thej  wished  to 

bers.  win  produce  mischief  in  proportion.  reform.    Many  of  their  descendants  bare  re- 

Those  of  you  who  have  robbed  the  clergy,  tained  the  same  zeal,  but  (as  less  engaged  in 

&iidc  that  they  shall  easily  reconcile  their  con-  conflict)  with  more  moderation.    They  do  not 

doct  to  aB  protestant  nations ;   because  the  forget  that  justice  and  mercy  are  substantial 

dergy,  whom  they  have  thus  plundered,  de-  parts  of  religion.    Impioos  men  do  not  reoom- 

graded,  and  given  over  to  modcery  and  scorn,  mend    themselves   to    their    communion  by 

are  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  that  is,  of  CAetr  otm  iniquity  and  cruelty  towards  any  description 

pretended  persuasion.    I  have  no  doubt  that  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
tome  miserable  bigots  will  be  found  here  as         We  heard  these  new  teadiers  continuaJIy 

wen  as  elsewhere,  who  hate  sects  and  parties  boasting  of  their  spirit  of  toleration.   That 

different  from  their  own,  more  than  they  love  those  persons  should  tolerate  all  opinions,  who 

the  substance  of  rdigion ;  and  who  are  more  think  none  to  be  of  estimation,  is  a  matter  of 

tngry  with  those  who  differ  from  them  in  their  smaU  merit.    Equal  neglect  is  not  impartial 

particular  plans  and  systems,  than  displeased  kindness.   The  species  of  benevolence,  which 

with  those  who  attadc  the  foundation  of  our  arises   fixMn    contempt,    is   no   true  diarity. 

common  hope.      These  men  wUl  write  and  There  are  in  England  abundance  t>f  men  who 

^>eak  on  the  subject  in  the  manner  that  is  to  tolerate  in  the  true  spirit  <^  toleration.    They 

be  expected  from  their  temper  and  character,  think  the  dogmas  of  reli^on,  though  indifferent 

Burnet  says,  that  when  he  was  in  France,  in  degrees,  are  all  of  moment;  and  that  anrang 

tiie  year  1683,  "  the  method  which  carried  them  there  is,  as  among  aH  things  of  value, 

over  the  men  of  the  finest  parts  to  popery  was  a  just   ground  of  preference.     They  &vour, 

this  :hey  Imxight  themsdves  to  doubt  of  therefore,  and  they  tolerate.     They  tolerate, 

the  whole  Christian  religion.    When  that  was  not  because  they  despise  opinions,  but  because 

once  done,  it  seemed  a  more  indifl^rent  thing  tfiey  respect  justice.    They  would  reverently 

of  what  side  or  form  they  continued  outwardly."  and  affectionately  protect  all  religions,  because 

If  this  was  tlien  the  ecdesiastic  policy  of  they  love  and  venerate  the  great  prindple  upon 

France,  it  is  what  they  have  since  but  too  whidi  they  all  agree,  and  the  great  object  to 

much  reason  to  repent  of.      They  preferred  wbidi  they  are  aU  directed.    They  begin  more 

atheism  to  a  ferm  of  religion  not  agreeable  to  and  more  plainly  to  discern,  that  we  have  all 

their  ideas.     They  succeeded  in  destroying  a  common  cause,  as  against  a  common  enemy, 

that  form ;  and  atheism  has  succeeded  in  de-  They  will  not  be  so  misled  by  the  spirit  of 

sfroying  them.    I  can  readily  give  credit  to  faction,  as  not  to  distingubh  what  is  done  in 

Burnet's  story,  because  I  have  observed  too  &vour  of  their  subdivision,  from  those  acts  of 

much  of  a  similar  spirit  (for  a  little  of  it  is  hostiH^,  whidh,  through  some  particular  de- 

"much  too  much")  among  ourselves.     The  scription,  are  aimed  at  the  whole  corps,  in 

humour,  however,  is  not  general.  which  they  themselves,  under  another  denomi- 

The  teachers  who  reformed  our  religion  in  nation,  are  included.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
England  bore  no  sort  of  resemblance  to  your  say  what  may  be  the  character  of  every  de- 
present  reforming  doctors  in  Paris.  Perhaps  scription  <^  men  among  us.  But  I  speak  for 
they  were  (like  those  whom  they  q>posed)  die  greater  part;  and  far  them,  I  must  teUyou, 
rather  more  than  could  be  wished  under  the  that  sacrilege  is  no  part  of  their  doctrine  of 
influence  of  a  party  spirit ;  but  they  were  most  good  works ;  that,  so  &r  from  calling  yon  into 
sincere  believers ;  men  of  the  most  fervent  and  their  fellowship  on  such  tide,  if  your  prdessora 
exalted  piety ;  ready  to  die  (as  some  of  them  are  admitted  to  their  communion,  they  must 
did  die)  like  true  heroes  in  defence  of  their  carefbny  conceal  their  doctrine  of  the  lawful- 
particular  ideas  of  Christianity ;  as  they  would  ness  oi  the  proscription  of  innocent  men ;  and 
with  equal  fortitude,  and  more  cheerfully,  for  that  they  must  make  restitution  of  all  stolen 
that  stock  of  general  truth,  for  the  branches  <^  goods  whatsoever.  TiU  then  diey  are  none  of 
which  theycontended  with  their  blood.    These  ours. 

m<m  would  have  disavowed  with  horrour  those        Tou  may  suppose  that  we  do  not  approve 

wretches  who  claimed  a  fellowship  with  them  your  confiscation  dF  the  revenues  of  bidiops, 

upon  no  other  titles  than  those  of  their  having  and  deans,  and  chapters,  and  parochial  dergy, 

pillaged  the  persons  with  whom  they  maintained  possessing  indepoident  estates  arising  from 

controversies,  and  their  having  despised  the  land,  because  we  have  the  same  sort  of  esta- 

common  rdigion,  for  the  purity  of  which  they  blishment  in  England.    That  objection,  yoa 

exerted  themsehres  with  a  zeal,  which  unequi-  win  say,  cannot  hold  as  to  the  ooofiscatioo  of 

rocally  bespoke  their  highest  reverence  for  the  the  goods  of  monks  and  nuns,  and  the  abolition 
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of  their  order.  It  is  true  that  this  particular  alehouse  or  a  baker's  shop;  the  veiy  shadow 
part  of  your  general  confiscation  docs  not  affect  of  a  constructive  property,  are  more  ceremo- 
England,  as  a  precedent  in  point :  but  the  niously  treated  in  our  parliament  than  with  you 
reason  applies,  and  it  goes  a  great  way.  The  the  oldest  and  most  valuable  landed  posses- 
long  parliament  confiscated  the  lands  of  deans  sions,  in  the  hands  of  the  most  respectable 
and  chapters  in  England  on  the  same  ideas  personages,  or  than  the  whole  body  of  the  mo- 
npoa  which  your  assembly  set  to  sale  the  lands  nied  and  commercial  interest  of  your  country. 
of  the  monastic  orders.  But  it  is  in  the  prin-  We  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  the  legislative 
ciple  of  injustice  that  the  danger  lies,  and  not  authority  ;  but  we  have  never  dreamt  that 
in  the  description  of  persons  on  whom  it  is  parliaments  had  any  right  whatever  to  violate 
first  exercised.  I  see,  in  a  country  very  near  property,  to  over-rule  prescription,  or  to  force 
us,  a  course  of  policy  pursued,  which  sets  jus-  a  currency  of  their  own  fiction  in  the  place  of 
tice,  the  common  concern  of  mankind,  at  defi-  that  which  is  real,  and  recognized  by  the  law 
ance.  With  the  national  assembly  of  France,  of  nations.  But  you,  who  began  with  refusing 
possession  is  nothing,  law  and  usage  are  no  to  submit  to  the  most  moderate  restraints,  have 
thing.  I  see  the  national  assembly  openly  ended  by  establishing  an  unheard-of  despotism. 
reprobate  the  doctrine  of  prescription,  which  I  find  the  ground  upon  which  your  confiscators 
one  of  the  greatest  of  their  own  lawyers*  tells  go  is  this ;  that  indeed  Iheir  proceedings  could 
us^  with  great  truth,  is  a  part  of  the  law  dT  not  be  supported  in  a  court  of  justice ;  but  that 
nature.  He  tells  us,  that  the  positive  ascer-  the  rules  of  prescription  cannot  bind  a  legis- 
taimnent  of  its  limits,  and  its  security  from  lative  assembly.*  So  that  this  legislative  aa- 
invasion,  were  among  the  causes  for  which  sembly  of  a  free  nation  sits,  not  for  the  secu- 
civil  society  itself  has  been  instituted.  If  pre-  rity,  but  for  the  destruction  of  ppperty,  and 
8cripti(Hi  be  once  shaken,  no  species  of  pro-  not  of  property  only,  but  of  every  rule  and 
perty  is  secure,  when  it  once  becomes  an  object  maxim  which  can  give  it  stability,  and  of 
large  enough  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  indigent  those  instruments  which  can  alone  give  it  cir- 
power.    I  see  a  practice  perfectly  correspon-  culation. 

dent  to  their  contempt  of  this  great  fundamen-  When  the  anabaptists  of  Munster,  in  the 

tal  part  of  natural  law.    I  see  the  confiscators  sixteenth  century,  had   filled  Grermany  with 

begin  with  bishops,  and  chapters,  and  monas-  confusion,  by  their  system  of  levelling,  and 

teries;  but  I  do  not  see  them  end  there.    I  see  their  wild  opinions  concerning  property,  to 

the  princes  of  the  blood,  who,  by  the  oldest  what  country  in  Europe  did  not  the  progress 

usages  of  that  kingdom,  held  large  landed  es-  of  their  fury  furnish  just  cause  of  alarm  ?   Of 

tates,  (hardly  with  the  compliment  of  a  debate,)  all  things,  wisdom  is  the  most  terrified  with 

deprived  of  their  possessions,  and  in  lieu  of  epidemical  fanaticism,  because  of  all  enemies 

their  stable  independent  property,  reduced  to  it  is  that  against  which  she  is  the  least  able  to 

the  hope  of  some  precarious,  charitable  pen^  furnish  any  kind  of  resource.    We  cannot  be , 

sion,  at  the  pleasure  of  an  assembly,  which  of  ignorant  of  the  spirit  of  atheistical  fanaticism, 

course  will  pay  little  regard  to  the  rights  of  that  is  inspired  by  a  multitude  of  writings,  dis- 

pensioners  at  pleasure,  when  it  despises  those  persed  with  incredible  assiduity  and  expense, 

of  legal  proprietors.    Flushed  with  the  inso-  and  by  sermons  delivered  in  all  the  streets  and 

lence  of  tlieir  first  inglorious  victories,  and  places  of  public  resort  in  Paris.     These  wri- 

pressed  by  the  distresses  caused  by  the  lust  of  tings  and  sermons  have  filled  the  populace  with 

unhaUowed  lucre,  disappointed  but  not  dis-  a  black  and  savage  atrocity  of  mind,  which 

couraged,  they  have  at  length  ventured  com-  supersedes  in  them  the  common  feelings  of 

pletely  to  subvert  all  property  of  all  descriptions  nature,  as  well  as  all  sentiments  of  morality 

throughout  the  extent  of  a  great  kingdom.  They  and  religion;  insomuch  that  these  wretches 

have  compelled  all  men,  in  all  transactions  of  are  induced  to  bear  with  a  sullen  patience  the 

commerce,  in  the  disposal  of  lands,  in  civil  intolerable  distresses  brought  upon  them  by  the 

dealing,  and  through  the  whole  communion  of  violent  convulsions  and  permutations  that  have 

life    to  accept  a  perfect  payment  and   good  been  made  in  property .f    The  spirit  of  pro- 
and  lawful  tender,  the  symbols  of  their  specu- 

ladons  on  a  prt^ected  sale  of  their  plunder.  ^  g    ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^          published  by  order 

What  vestiges  of  liberty  or  property  have  they  ^f  the  national  assembly. 

left?    The  tenant-right  of  a  cabbage  garden,  f  Whether  the  following  description  Is  strictly 

a  yeftr'a  interest  in  a  hovel,  the  good-will  of  an  true  1  know  not ;  but  it  is  what  the  pabllsheri 

*                                      '       ®  would  have  pass  for  true,  in  order  to  animate 

others.    In  a  letter  from  Toul,  given  in  one  of 

*  Domat.  their  papers,  is  the  following  passage  concaming 
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•elytism  attends    this    spirit    of  fanaticism.  con(iscati(Mis  of  anj  kind;   or  that  anj  ooe 
They  have  societies  to  cabal  and  correspond  description  of  citizens  should  be  iMroaght  to 
at  home  and   abroad  for  the  propagation  of  regard  anj  of  the  others  as  their  proper  prey.* 
their  tenets.     The  republic  of  Berne,  one  of  Nations  are  wading  deeper  and  deeper  into  an 
the  happiest,  the  most  prosperous,  and  the  best  ocean  of  boundless  debt.     Public  debts  which 
goTemed  countries  upon  earth,  is  one  of  the  at  first  were  a  security  to  governments,  by 
great  objects,  at  the  destruction  of  which  they  interesting  many  in  the  public  tranquillity,  are 
aim.    1  am  told  they  have  in  some  measure  likely  in  their  excess  to  become  the  means  of 
succeeded  in  sowing  there  the  seeds  of  dis-  their  subversion.    If  governments  provide  for 
content.    They  are  busy  throughout  Germany,  tfiese  debts  by  heavy  impositions,  they  perish 
Spain  and  Italy  have  not  been  untried.    Eng-  by  becoming  odious  to  the  people.    If  they  do 
laiid   is  not    left   out  of  the  comprehensive  not  provide  for  them,  they  will  be  undone  by 
scheme  of  their  malignant  charity;   and  in  the  efforts  of  the  most  dangerous  of  all  parties; 
England  we  find  those  who  stretch  out  their  I  mean  an  extensive  discontented  monied  inte- 
arms  to  them,  who  recommend  their  example  rest,  injured  and  not  destroyed.     The  men 
from  more  than  one  pulpit,  and  who  choose,  in  who  compose  this  interest  look  Cor  their  seoh 
more  than  one  periodical  meeting,  publicly  to  rity,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  fidelity  of 
correspond  with  them,  to  applaud  them,  and  government;  in  the  second,  to  its  power.    If 
to  hold  them  up  as  objects  for  imitation  ;  who  they  find  the  old  governments  efiete,  worn  out, 
receive  from  them  tokens  of  confraternity,  and  and  with  their  spring?  relaxed,  so  as  not  to  be 
■tandards  consecrated  amid   their   rites    and  of  sufiicient  vigour  for  their  purposes,  they 
mysteries  ;'*'  who  suggest  to  them  leagues  of  may  seek  new  ones  that  shall  be  possessed  of 
perpetual  amity,  at  the  very  time  when  the  more  energy ;  and  this  energy  will  be  derived, 
power,  to  which  our  constitution,  has  exclu-  not  from  an  acquisition  ol[  resources,  but  from 
sively  delegated  the  federative  capacity  of  this  a  contempt  of  justice.  Revolutions  are  favour- 
kingdom,  may  find  it  expedient  to  make  war  able  to  confiscation ;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
upon  them.  know  under  what  obnoxious  names  the  next 
It  is  not  the  confiscation  of  our  church  pro-  confiscations  will  be  authorized.     I  am  sure 
perty  from   this   example  in  France  that  I  that  the  principles  predominant   in  France 
dread,  though  I  think  this  would  be  no  trifling  extend  to  very  many  persons  and  descriptions 
evil.      The  great  source  of  my  solicitude  is,  of  persons  in  all  countries  who  think  their  in- 
lest  it  should  ever  be  considered  in  England  as  noxious  indolence  their  security.     This  kind 
the  policy  of  a  state  to  seek  a  resource  in  of  innocence  in  proprietors  maybe  argued  into 

inutility;  and  inutility  into  an  unfitness  (at 

the  people  of  that  district :  "  Dans  la  revolution  their  estates.    Many  parts  of  Europe  are  in 
actuelle,  ils  ont  resiste  a  toutes  les  seductions 
du  bigoUsmSj  aux  persecutions  et  aux  treicas- 

series  des  ennemis  de  la  revolution.    OubUant  *  "  Si  plures  sunt  ii  quibus  improbe  datum 

Ifurs  plus  grands  interets  pour  rendre  horn-  est,   quam  illi  quibus  injume  ademptum  est, 

mage  aux  veus  d'  ordre  general  qui  ont  deter*  idcirco  plus  etiam  valent.'     Non  enim  numero 

mine  I*  assemblee  nationale,  ils  voient,  sans  se  heec  judicantur  sed  pondere.      Quam  autem 

plaindre,  supprimer  cette  foule  d>  etablisse-  habet  aaquitatem,  ut  agrum  muhis  annis,  ant 

mens  ecclesiastiques  par  lesquels  ils  subsis-  etiam  seculls  ante  possessum,  qui  nullum  ha* 

toient;  et  meme,  en  perdani  leur  siege  epis-  buit  habeat;   q^ui  autum  habuit  amittat.    Ac, 

copal,  la  seule  de  toutes  ses  ressources  qui  pou-  propter  hoc  injuriae  genus,  Lacedaemonii  Ly. 

voit,  ou  pimot  quidevoitf  en  toute  eguftCy  leur  sandrum  Ephorum  expuleruot:    Agin  regem 

etre  conservee ;  condamnes  a  la  plus  effrayante  (quod  nunquam  antea  a  pud  eos  acdderat)  ne- 

misere  sans  avoir  ete  ni  pu  etre  entenduSi  ils  caverunt :  exque  eo  temfrare  tantn  discordia 

ne  murmurent  pointy  ils  restent  fideles  aux  secuue  sunt,  ut  et  tyranni  exsisterint,  et  opd< 

principes  du  plus  pur  patriotisme  ;  ils  soni  en-  mates  exterminarentur,  et  preclarissime  constU 

core  preies  a  verser  leur  sang  pour  le  maintien  tuta  respublica  dilaberetur.     Nee  vero  solum 

de  la  constitution,  qui  va  reduire  leur  ville  a  Ut  Ipsa  cecidit,  sed  etiam  reliquam  Orsciam  ever* 

plus  de^^orabU  mulite."  These  people  are  not  tit  contaglonibus  malorum,  quea  a  Lacedamo- 

supposed  to  have  endured  those  suflerings  and  nils  prefects  manarunt  latius." — After  speak* 

Injustices  in  a  struggle  for  liberty,  for  the  same  Ing  of  the  conduct  of  the  mode]  of  true  patriots, 

account  states  truly  that  they  had  been  always  Aratos  of  Sycion,  which  was  m  a  very  different 

free ;  their  patience  in  beggary  and  ruin,  and  s[Hrit,  he  says,  '*  Sic  par  eet  agere  cum  civi- 

their  suffering,  without  remonstrance,  the  roost  bus ;  non  ut  bis  jam  vidimus,  hastam  in  fbrt 

flagrant  injustice,  if  strictly  true,  can  be  nothing  ponere  et  bona  civium  voci  subjicere  praeconis 

bat  the  effect  of  this  dire  fanaticism.    A  great  At  ille  Grsecus  (id  quod  fbit  sapientis  et  pra* 

multitude  all  over  France  is  in  the  same  con*  stamisviri)  omnibus consulendu mease  putavk; 

dition  and  the  same  temper.  eaque  est  summa  ratio  et  sapientia  boni  civii, 

*  See  the  proceedings  of  the  confederation  at  commoda  civium  non  divcillere,  sed   omnts 

Wantx.  oadem  nquitate  continere.**~Cic  OfL  I 
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open  disorder.    In  many  others  there  is  a  hfA*  great  difierence  wiE  immediately  strike  him^ 

low  murmuring  under  ground ;  a  confused  move-  between  what  policy  would  dictate  on  the  ori- 

ment  is  felt,  that  threatens  a  general  earthquake  ginal  introduction  of  such  institutions,  and  on 

in  the  political  world.    Already  confederacies  a  question  of  their  total  abolition,  where  they 

and  correspondencies  (^  the  most  extraordinary  have  cast   their  roots  wide  and   deep,  and 

nature  are  forming,  in  several  countries.*    In  where,  by  long  habit,  things  more  valuable 

such  a  state  of  things  we  ought  to  hold  our-  than  themselves  are  so  adapted  to  them,  and 

selves  upon  our  guard.    In  all  mutatbns  (if  in  a  manner  interwoven  with  them,  that  the 

mutations  must  be)  the  circumstance  which  one  cannot  be  destroyed  without  notably  im- 

wiil  serve  most  to  blunt  the  edge  of  thehr  mis-  pairing  the  other.    He  might  be  embarrassed 

chief,  and  to  promote  what  good  may  be  in  if  the  case  were  really  such  as  sof^isters 

them,  is,  that  they  should  find  us  wit^  our  represent  it  in  their  paltry  style  of  debating, 

minds  tenacious  of  justice,  and  tender  of  pro-  But  in  this,  as  in  most  questions  of  state,  there 

perty.  is  a  middle.    There  is  something  else  than 

But  it  will  be  argued,  that  this  confiscation  the  mere  alternative  (^absolute  destruction,  or 
in  France  ought  not  to  alarm  other  naticms.  unreformed  existence.  Spartam  nacba  es; 
They  say  it  is  not  made  (rom  wanton  rapa-  hanc  esoma.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  rule 
city;  that  it  is  a  great  measure  of  national  of  profound  sense,  and  ou^t  never  to  depart 
policy,  adopted  to  remove  an  extensive,  invete-  from  the  mind  of  an  honest  reformer.  I  can- 
rate,  superstitious  mischief.  It  is  with  the  not  conceive  how  any  man  can  have  brought 
greatest  difficulty  that  I  am  able  to  separate  himself  to  that  pitch  of  presumption,  to  con- 
policy  from  justice.  Justice  is  itself  the  great  aider  his  country  as  nothing  but  carU  bUmchSf 
standing  policy  of  civil  society ;  and  any  emi-  upon  which  he  may  scribble  whatever  he  plea- 
nest  departure  from  it,  under  any  circum-  ses.  A  man  fulled  warm  speculative  benevo- 
stances,  lies  under  the  suspicion  of  being  no  lence  may  wish  his  society  otherwise  consti- 
policy  at  all.  tuted  than  he  finds  it  *,  but  a  good  patriot,  and 

When  men  are  encouraged  to  go  into  a  cer>  a  true  politician,  always  considers  how  he 

tain  mode  of  life  by  the  existing  laws,  and  pro-  shall  make  the  most  of  the  existing  materials 

tected  in  that  mode  as  in  a  lawful  occupation—  of  his  country.   A  disposition  to  preserve,  and 

when  they  have  aconnmodated  all  their  ideas  an  ability  to  improve,  taken  together,  would  be 

and  all  their  habits  to  it — when  the  law  had  my  standard  of  a  statesman.   Every  thing  else 

long  made  their  adherence  to  its  rules  a  ground  is  vulgar  in  the  conception,  perUous  in  the 

of  reputation,  and  their  departure  from  them  a  execution. 

ground  of  disgrace  and  even  of  penalty — ^I  am        There  are  moments  in  the  fortune  of  states 

sure  it  is  unjust  in  legislature  by  an  arbitrary  when  particular  men  are  called  to  make  im- 

act,  to  offer  a  sudden  violence  to  their  minds  provements  by  great  mental  exertion.  In  those 

and  their  feelings ;  forcibly  to  degrade  them  moments,  even  when  they  seem  to  enjoy  the 

from  their  state  and  condition,  and  to  stigma-  confidence  of  their  prince  and  country,  and  to 

tise  with  shame  and  infamy  that  character  and  be  invested  with  fUll  authority,  they  have  not 

those  customs  which  before  had  been  made  the  always  apt  instruments.     A  politician,  to  do 

measure  of  their  happiness  and  honour.    If  to  great  things,  looks  for  b,  power ,  what  our  woric- 

thb  be  added  an  expulsion  firom  their  habita-  men  call  a  purdiase ;  and   if  he  finds  that 

tioQS,  and  a  confiscation  of  all  their  goods,  I  power,  in  politics  as  in  mechanics,  he  cannot 

am  not  sagacious  enough  to  discover  how  this  be  at  a  loss  to  apply  it.    In  the  monastic  insti- 

despotic  sport,  made  of  the  feelings,  conscien-  tutions,   in  my  opinion,  was  found  a  great 

ces,  prejudices,  and  properties  of  men,  can  be  pmoer  for  the  mechanism  of  politic  benevo- 

discriminated  from  the  rankest  tyranny.  lence.     There  were  revenues  with  a  public 

If  the  injustice  of  the  course  pursued  in  direction ;  there  were  men  wholly  set  apart 

France  be  deari  the  policy  of  the  measure,  and  dedicated  to  public  purposes,  without  any 

that  is  the  public  benefit  to  be  expected  from  other  than  public  ties  and  public  principles; 

it,  ought  to  be  at  least  as  evident  and  at  least  men  without  the  possibility  of  converting  the 

as  important.    To  a  man  who  acts  under  the  estate  of  the  community  into  a  private  fortune 

influence  of  no  passion,  who  has  nothing  in  men  denied  to  selP-interests,  whose  avarice  i» 

view  in  his  projects  but  the  public  good,  a  for  some  community ;  men  to  whom  persona. 

poverty   is   honour,  and    implicit   obedience 

..-,-._,     ^.,,    v_ii.  stands  in  the  place  of  freedom.     In  vain  shall 

*  See  two  books  intit)ed,EnlfeOr!ginalschrif-        _      i^i,  *!1  «k>  ..^.:k:i;»^  ^  »..i,;.«<.  «i«.k 

ten  des  Illuminatenoideiui.— System  und  Fol-  »  ""»  look  to  the  possibility  of  making  radi 

MB  des  Uluminaisnordena.    Munchen,  1787.  Ihin^  when  he  wants  them.    The  winds  bum- 
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as  they  list.    These  instHutiom  are  the  pro-  benefits  from  many  dispositions  and  many  pet* 

ducts  of  enthusiasm ;  they  arc  the  instruments  sions  of  the  human  mind,  which  are  of  as  doubt- 

of  wisdom.   Wisdom  cannot  create  materials ;  ful  a  colour  in  the  moral  eye,  as  superstition 

thev  are  the  gifts  of  nature  or  of  chance;  her  itself.    It  was  yoor  business  to  correct  and 

pride  is  in  the  use.     The  perennial  existence  mitigate  eyery  thing  which  was  noxious  in  this 

of  bodies  corporate  and  their  fortunes,  are  things  passion,  as  in  all  the  passions.    But  is  supcr- 

particuhu-ly  suited  to  a  roan  who  has  long  stition  the  greatest  of  ail  possible  rices  ?    In 

views;  who  meditates  designs  that  require  its  possible  excess  I  think  it  becomes  a  very 

time  in  fashioning;  and  whidi  proposes  dura-  great  evil.    It  is,  however,  a  nooral  subject; 

tion  when  they  are  accomplished.    He  is  not  and  of  course  admits  of  all  degrees  and  all  mo- 

deservin<'  to  rank  high,  or  even  to  be  men-  difications.     Superstition  is  the  religion  of 

tioned  in  the  order  of  great  statesmen,  who,  feeblet  minds ;  and  they  must  be  tolerated  in 

having  obtained  the  command  and  direction  of  an  intermixture  of  it,  in  some  trifling  or  some 

such  a  power  as  existed  in  the  wealth,  the  dis-  enthusiastic  shape  or  other,  else  you  will  de- 

cipline,  and  the  habits  of  such  corporations,  prive  weak  minds  of  a  resource  found  oeces- 

as   those  which  you  have  rashly  destroyed,  sary  to  the  strongest     The  body  oi  all  true 

cannot  find  any  way  of  converting  it  to  the  religion  consists,  to  be  sure,  in  obedience  to 

great  and  lasting  benefit  of  his  country.    On  the  will  of  the  sovereign  of  the  world ;  in  a 

the  view  of  this  subject,  a  thousand  uses  sug-  confidence  in  his  declarations ;  and  in  imita- 

gest  themselves  to  a  contriving  mind.    To  tatinn  of  his  perfections.     The  rest  is  our  own. 

destroy  any  power,  growing  wild  from  the  rank  It  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  great  end ;  it  may 

productive  force  of  the  human  mind,  is  almost  be  auxiliary.    Wise  men,  who  as  such,  are 

tantamount,  in  the  moral  world,  to  the  destruo-  not  admiren  (not  admirers  at  least  of  the  Mu- 

tion  of  the  apparently  active  properties  of  nera  7Vr<B)  are  not  violently  attached  to  these 

bodies  in  the  material.    It  would  be  like  the  things,  nor  do  they  violently  hate  them.    Wi»- 

attempt  to  destroy  (if  it  were  in  our  compe-  dom  is  not  the  most  severe  corrector  of  loUy. 

tence  to  destroy)  the  expansive  force  of  fixed  They  are  the  rival  fellies,  which  mutually  wage 

air  in  nitre,  or  the  power  of  steam,  orof  eleo-  so  unrelenting  a  war;    and  which  make  so 

tricity,  or  of  magnetism.      These  energies  cruel  an  use  of  their  advantages,  as  they  can 

always  existed  in  nature,  and  they  were  always  happen  to  engage  the  immoderate  vulgar  on 

discernible.      They  seemed-,  some   of  them  the  one  side  or  the  other  in  their  quarrels, 

unserviceable,  some  noxious,  some  no  better  Prudence  would  be  neuter ;  but  if,  in  the  con- 

than  a  sport  to  children ;  until  contemplative  tention  between  fond  attachment  and  fierce 

ability,  combining  with  practic  skill,  tamed  antipathy  concerning  things  in  their  nature  not 

their  wild  nature,  subdued  them  to  use,  and  made  to  produce  such  heats,  a  prudent  man 

rendered  them  at  once  the  most  powerful  and  were  obliged  to  make  a  choice  of  what  errours 

the  most  tractable  agents,  in  subservience  to  and  excesses  of  enthusiasm  he  would  condemn 

the  great  views  and  designs  of  men.    Did  fif\y  or  bear,  perhaps  he  would  think  the  superstition 

thousand  persons,  whose  mental  and  whose  which  builds,  to  be  more  tolerable  than  that 

bodily  labour  you  might  direct,  and  so  many  which  demolishes — ^that  which  adorns  a  coun- 

hundred  thousand  a  year  of  a  revenue,  which  try,  than  that  which  deforms  it — that  which 

was  neither  lazy  nor  superstitious,  appear  too  endows,  than  that  which  plunders — that  whfch 

big  for  your  abilities  to  wield  ?    Had  you  no  disposes  to  mistaken  beneficence,   than  that 

way  of  using  the  men  but  by  converting  monks  which  stimulates  to  real  injustice — that  which 

into  pensioners?    Had  you  no  way  of  turning  leads  a  man  to  refuse  to  himself  lawful  plea- 

the  revenue  to  account,  but  through  the  impro-  sures,  than  that  which  snatches  from  others 

vident  resource  of  a  spendthrift  sale?     If  you  the  scanty  subsistence  of  their  selMenial 

were  thus  destitute  of  mental  funds,  the  pro-  Such,  I  think,  is  very  nearly  the  state  of  the 

ceeding  is  in  its  natural  course.     Tour  politi-  question  between  the  ancient  founders  of  mon- 

cians  do  not  understand  their  trade ;  and  there-  kish  superstition,  and  the  superstition  of  the 

fore  they  sell  their  tools.  pretended  philosophers  of  the  hour. 

But  the  institutions  savour  of  superstition  For  the  present  I  postpone  all  consideration 

in  their  very  principle  ;  and  they  nourish  it  by  of  the  supposed  public  profit  of  the  sale,  which 

a  permanent  and  standing  influence.     This  I  however  I  conceive  to  be  perfectly  cfolusive. 

do  not  mean  to  dispute ;  but  this  ought  not  to  I  shall  here  only  consider  it  as  a  transfer  of 

hinder  you  from  deriving  from  superstition  it-  property.    On  the  policy  of  that  transfer  I  shall 

self  any  resources  which  may  thence  be  fur-  trouble  you  with  a  few  thoughts, 

nished  fbr  the  public  advantage.    You  derive  In  every  prosperous  community 
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more  is  prodoccNl  than  goes  to  the  immediate  and  the  despotism  of  fancy,  yfbo  in  dieir  own 
support  of  the  producer.    This  surplus  forms  imperious  way  will  distribute  the  surplus  pro- 
the  income  of  the  landed  capitalist    It  will  be  duct  of  the  soil,  can  justify  the  toleration  of 
spent  by  a  proprietor  who  does  not  labour.  But  such  trades  and  employments  in  a  welUregu* 
this  idleness  is  itself  the  spring  of  labour ;  this  lated  state.    But  for  this  purpose  of  distribu- 
repose  the  spur  to  industry.    The  only  concern  tion,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  idle  expenses  of 
for  the  state  is,  that  the  capital  taken  in  rent  monks  are  quite  as  well  directed  as  the  idle 
from  the  land,  should  be  returned  again  to  the  expenses  of  us  lay  loiterers, 
industry  from  whence  it  came  ;  and  that  its  When  the  advantages  of  the  possession,  and 
expenditure  should  be  with  the  least  possible  of  the  project  are  on  a  par,  there  is  no  motive 
detriment  to  the  morab  of  those  who  expend  for  a  change.    But  in  the  present  case,  per- 
il, and  to  those  of  the  people  to  whom  it  is  haps  they  are  not  upon  a  par,  and  the  difference 
returned.  is  in  favour  of  the  possession.    It  does  not 
In  all  the  views  of  receipt,  expenditure,  and  appear  to  me,  that  the  expenses  of  those  wh<Nn 
personal  employment,  a  sober  legislator  would  you  are  going  to  expel,  do,  in  fact,  take  a  course 
carefully  compare  the  possessor  whom  he  was  so  directly  and  so  generally  leading  to  vitiate 
recommended  to  expel,  with  the  stranger  who  and  degrade  and  render  miserable  those  through 
was  proposed  to  fill  his  place.    Before  the  in-  whom  they  pass,  as  the  expenses  of  those  fa- 
ooQveniences  are  incurred  which  must  attend  vourites  whom  you  are  intruding   into  their 
all  vident  revolutions  in  property  through  ex-  houses.     Why   should  the  expenditure  of  a 
tensive  confiscation,  we  ought  to  have  some  great  landed  property,  which  is  a  dispersicm 
rational  assurance  that  the  purchasers  of  the  of  the  surplus  product  o£  the  soil,  iqppear  into- 
confiscated  property  will  be  in  a  considerable  lerable  to  you  or  to  me,  when  it  takes  its  course 
degree  more  laborious,  more  virtuous,  more  through  ^e  accumulation  of  vast  libraries, 
sober,  less  disposed  to  exUMt  an  unreasonable  which  are  the  history  of  the  force  and  weak- 
proportion  of  the  gains  of  the  labourer,  or  to  ness  of  the  human  mind;  through  great  collec- 
consume  on  themselves  a  larger  share  than  is  tions  oi  ancient  records,  medals,  and  coins, 
fit  for  the  measure  of  an  individual,  or  that  they  which  attest  and  explain  laws  and  customs; 
should  be  qualified  to  dispense  the  surplus  in  a  through  paintings  and  statues,  that,  by  imita- 
more  steady  and  equal  mode,  so  as  to  answer  ting  nature,  seem  to  extend  the  limits  of  crea- 
the  purposes  of  a  politic  expenditure,  than  the  tion ;  through  grand  monuments  of  the  dead, 
old  possessors,  call  those  possessors,  bishops,  which  continue  the  regards  and  connections  of 
or  canons,  or  commendato^  abbots,  or  monks,  life  beyond  the  grave  ;  through  collections  oi 
or  what  you  please.    The  monks  are  lazy,  the  specimens  of  nature,  which  become  a  re- 
Be  it  sa    Suppose  them  no  otherwise  em-  presentative  assembly  of  all  the  classes  and 
pbyed  than  by  singing  in  the  choir.    They  families  of  the  world,  that  by  disposition  faci- 
are  as  usefully  employed  as  those  who  neither  litate,  and,  by  exciting  curiosity,  open  the 
sing  nor  say.    As  usefully  even  as  those  who  avenues  to  science  ?    If,  by  great  permanent 
sing  upon  the  stage.    They  are  as  usefully  em-  establishments,  all  these  objects  of  expense  are 
ployed  as  if  they  worked  from  dawn  to  dark  in  better  secured  from  the  inconstant  sport  of 
the  innumerable  servile,  degrading,  unseemly,  personal  caprice  and  personal  extravagance, 
unmanly,  and  often  most  unwholesome  and  are  they  worse  than  if  the  same  tastes  pre- 
pestiferous  occupations,  to  which  by  the  social  vailed  in  scattered  individuals  ?  Does  not  the 
CBConomy  so  raai^  wretches  are   inevitably  sweat  of  the  mason  and  carpenter,  who  toil  in 
doomed.    If  it  were  not  generally  pernicious  order  to  partake  the  sweat  of  the  peasant,  flow 
to  disturb  the  natural  course  of  things,  and  to  as  pleasantly  and  as  salubriously,  in  the  con- 
impede,  in  any  degree,  the  great  wheel  of  cir-  struction  and  repair  of  the  majestic  edifices  of 
culktion  which  is  turned  by  the  strangely-di-  religion,  as  in  the  painted  booths  and  sordid 
rected  labour  of  these  unhappy  people,  I  should  sties  of  vice  and  luxury ;  as  honourably  and  as 
be  infinitely  more  inclined  forcibly  to  rescue  profitably  in  repairing  those  sacred  works, 
them  from  their  miserable  industry,  than  vio-  which  grow  hoary  with  innumerable  years,  as 
kody  to  disturb  the  tranquil  repose  of  monastic  on  the  momentary  receptacles  of  transient  vo- 
qoietude.  Humanity,  and  perhaps  policy,  might  luptuousness ;  in  opera-houses,  and  brothels, 
better  justify  me  in  the  one  than  in  the  other,  and  gaming-houses,  and  club-houses,  and  obe- 
It  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  oflen  reflected,  lisks  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  ?    Is  the  surphis 
and  never  reflected  without  feeling  from  it    I  product  of  the  olive  and  the  vine  worse  em- 
am  sure  that  no  oonuderation,  except  theoe-  ployed  in  the  firugal  sustenance  d'persoos, 
eeanty  of  submitting  to  the  yoke  of  luxury,  whom  the  fictions  of  a  pious  imagination  rake 
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to  dignity  by  construing  in  the  service  of  God,  for  charity  ;  and  who,  even  when  they  fiiil  fai 

than  in  pampering  the  innumerable  multitude  their  trust,  when  they  slide  from  their  cha^ 

of  those  who  are  degraded  by  being  made  use-  racter,  and  degenerate  into  a  mere  commoD 

less  domestics,  subservient  to  the  pride  of  man?  secular  nobleman  or  gentleman,  are  in  no  ro- 

Are  tho  decorations  of  temples  an  expenditure  spect    worse   than   those  who  may  succeed 

less  worthy  a  wise  man  than  ribands,  and  laces,  them  in  their  forfeited  possessions  ?   Is  it  bet* 

and  national  cockades,  and  petit  maisons,  and  ter  that  estates  should  be  held  by  those  who 

petit  soupers,  and  ail  the  innumerable  foppe-  have  no  duty  than  by  those  who  have  one  ?— 

ries  and  follies  in  which  opulence  sports  away  by   those   whose   character  and  destination 

the  burtlien  of  its  superfluity  ?  point  to  virtues,  than  by  those  who  have  do 

We  tolerate  even  these ;  not  from  love  of  rule  and  direction  in  the  expenditure  of  their 

them,  but  for  fear  d[  worse.      We   tolerate  estates  but  their  own  will  and  appetite?  Nor 

them,  because  property  and  liberty,  to  a  de-  are  these  estates   held  altogether  in  the  cba- 

grce,  require  that  toleration.     But  why   pro>  racter  or  with  the  evils  supposed  inherent  in 

scribe  the  other,  and  surely,  in  every  point  mortmain.     They  pass   from  hand  to  hand 

(^  view,  the  more  laudable   use  of  estates  ?  with  a  more  rapid  circulation  than  any  other. 

Why,  through  the  violation  of  all  property.  No  excess  is  good ;  and  therefore  too  great  a 

through  an  outrage  upon  every  principle  of  proporticm  of  landed  property   may  be  held 

liberty,  forcibly  carry  them  from  the  better  officially  for  life ;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me 

to  the  worse  ?  of  material  injury  to  any  commonwealth,  that 

This  comparison  between  the  new  indivi-  there  should  exist  some  estates  that  have  a 

duals,  and  the  old  corps,  is  made  upon  a  sup-  chance  of  being  acquired  by  other  means  than 

position  that  no  reform  could  be  made  in  the  the  previous  acquisition  of  money, 

latter.    But  in  a  question  of  reformatiou,  I  This  letter  is  grown    to  a  great  length, 

always   consider  corporate  bodies,   whether  though  it  is  indeed  short  with  regard  to  the 

sole  or  consisting  of  many,  to  be  much  more  infinite  extent  of  the  subject.    Various  avoca- 

susceptible  of  a  public  direction  by  the  power  tions  have  from  time  to  time  called  my  mind 

of  the  state,  in  the  use  of  their  property,  and  from  the   subject.    I  was  not   sorry  to  give 

in  the  regulation  of  modes  and  habits  of  life  myself  leisure  to  observe  whether,  in  the  pro> 

in  their  members  than   private  citizens  ever  ceedings  of  the  national  assembly,  I  might  not 

can  be,  or  perhaps  ought  to  be ;  and  this  seems  find  reasons  to  diange  or  to  qualify  some  of 

to  me  a  very  material  consideration  for  those  my  first  sentiments.    Every  thing  has  con- 

who  undertsike  any  thing  which  merits  the  firmed  me  more  strongly  in  my  first  (pinions, 

name  of  a  politic  enterprise. — So  far  as  to  It  was  my  original  purpose  to  take  a  view  of 

the  estates  of  monasteries.  the  principles  of  the  national  assembly  with 

With  regard  to  the  estates  possessed  by  regard  to  the  great  and  fundamental  establish* 

bishops  and  canons,  and  commendary  abbots,  men&l ;  and  to  compare  the   whole  of  what 

I  cannot  find  out  for  what  reason  some  landed  you  have  substituted  in  the  place  of  what  you 

estates  may  not  be  held  otherwise  than  by  in-  have  destroyed,  with  the  several  members  of 

heritance.    Can  any  philosophic  spoiler  un-  our  British  constitution.    But  this  plan  is  of 

dertake  to  demonstrate  the  positive   or  the  greater  extent  than  at  first  I  computed,  and  I 

comparative  evil,  of  having  a  certain,  and  find  that  you  have  little  desire  to  take  the  ad- 

that  too  a  large  portion  of  landed  property,  vantage  of  any  examines.    At  present  I  must 

passing  in  succession  through  persons  whose  content  myself  with  some  remarks  upon  yoar 

title  to  it  is,  always  in  theory,  and  oflen  in  establishments;    reserving  for   another  time 

fact,  an  eminent  degree  of  piety,  morals,  and  what  I  proposed  to  say  concerning  the  spirit 

learning;  a  property,  which,  by  its  destina-  of  our  British  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  de- 

tion,  in  their  turn,  and  on  the  score  of  merit,  mocracy,  as  practically  they  exist. 

gives  to  the  noblest  families  renovation  and  I  have  taken  a  view  of  what  has  been  done 

support,  to  the  lowest  the  means  of  dignity  by  the  governing  power  in  France.    I  have 

and  elevation  ;  a  property,  the  tenure  to  which  certainly  spoke  of  it  with  freedom.    Those 

is  the  performance  of  some  duty,   (whatever  whose  principle  it  is  to  despise  the  ancient 

value  you  may  choose  to  set  upon  that  duty)  permanent  sense  rf  mankind,  and  to  set  up  a 

and  the  character  of  whose  proprietors  de-  scheme  of  society  <hi  new  principles,  must 

roands  at  least  an  exteriour  decorum    and  naturally  expect  that  such  of  us  who  thidt 

gravity  of  manners;  who  are  to  exercise  a  better  of  the  judgment  of  the  human  race  than 

generous  but  temperate  hospitality;  part  of  of  theirs,  should  consider  both  them  and  their 

whose  income  they  are  to  consider  as  a  trust  devices,  as  men  and  acbemM  upon  their  trill. 
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lliey  AtBt  take  it  for  granted  that  we  attend 
much  to  their  reason,  but  not  at  all  to  their 
authority.  They  have  not  one  of  the  great 
influencing  prejudices  of  mankind  in  their 
favour.  They  avow  their  hostility  to  opinion. 
Of  course  they  must  expect  no  support  from 
that  influence,  which,  with  every  other  autho- 
rity, they  have  deposed  from  the  seat  of  its 
jurisdiction. 

I  can  never  consider  this  assembly  as  any 
thing  else  than  a  voluntary  association  of  men, 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  circumstances, 
to  seize  up(m  the  power  of  the  state.  They 
have  not  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the 
character  under  which  they  first  met.  They 
have  assumed  another  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture ;  and  have  completely  altercKi  and  inverted 
all  the  relations  in  which  they  originally  stood. 
They  do  not  hold  the  authority  they  exercise 
under  any  constitutional  law  of  Uie  state. 
They  have  departed  from  the  instructions  of 
the  people  by  whom  they  were  sent ;  which 
instructions,  as  the  assembly  did  not  act  in 
virtue  of  any  ancient  usage  or  settled  law, 
were  the  sole  source  of  their  authority.  The 
nx>st  considerable  of  their  acts  have  not  been 
done  by  great  majorities  ;  and  in  this  sort  of 
near  divisions,  which  carry  only  the  construc- 
tive authority  of  the  whole,  strangers  will  con- 
sider reasons  as  well  as  resolutions. 

If  they  had  set  up  this  new  experimental 
government,  as  a  necessary  substitute  for  an 
expelled  tyranny,  mankind  would  anticipate 
the  time  of  prescription,  which,  through  long 
usage,  mellows  into  legality  governments  that 
were   violent  in  their    commencement.    All 
those  who  have  afiections  which  lead  them  to 
the  ciHiservation  of  civil  order  would  recog- 
nise, even  in  its  cradle,  the  child  as  legiti- 
mate, which  has  been  produced  from  those 
principles  of  cogent  expediency  to  which  all 
just  governments    owe  their  birth,    and    on 
which  they  justify    their  continuance.    But 
they  will  be  late  and  reluctant  in  giving  any 
sort  of  countenance  to  the  operations  of  a 
power,  which  has  derived  its  birth  from  no 
law  and  no  necessity ;  but  which  on  the  con- 
trary has  had  its  origin  in  those  vices  and 
sinister  practices  by  which    the  social  unicn 
is   of\en  disturbed  and  sometimes  destroyed. 
This  assembly  has  hardly  a  year's  prescrip- 
tion.   We  have  their  own  word  for  it  that 
they  have  made   a  revolution.    To  make  a 
revolution  is  a  measure  which,  prima /rwite, 
requires  an  apology.    To  make  a  revolution 
is  to  subvert  the  ancient  state  of  our  country ; 
and  no  common  reasons  are  called  for  to  justify 
so  violent  a  proceeding.    The  sense  of  maa- 
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kind  authorizes  us  to  examine  into  the  mode 
of  acquiring  new  power,  and  to  criticise  an 
the  use  that  is  made  of  it  with  less  awe  and 
reverence  than  that  which  is  usually  conceded 
to  a  settled  and  recognised  authority. 

In  obtaining  and  securing  their  power,  the 
assembly  proceeds  upon  principles  the  most 
opposite  from  those  which  appear  to  direct 
them  in  the  use  of  it.  An  observation  on  this 
difference  will  let  us  into  the  true  spirit  of  their 
conduct.  Every  thing  which  they  have  done, 
or  continue  to  do,  in  order  to  obtain  and  keep 
their  power,  is  by  the  most  common  arts. 
They  proceed  exactly  as  their  ancestors  of 
ambition  have  done  before  them. — Trace  them 
through  all  their  artifices,  frauds,  and  violences, 
you  can  find  nothing  at  all  that  is  new.  They 
follow  precedents  and  examples  with  the  punc- 
tilious exactness  of  a  pleader.  They  never 
depart  an  iota  from  the  authentic  furmulas  of 
tyranny  and  usurpation.  But  in  all  the  regu- 
lations relative  to  the  public  good,  the  spirit 
has  been  the  very  reverse  of  this.  There  they 
commit  the  whole  to  the  mercy  of  untried  spe- 
culations ;  they  abandon  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  public  to  those  loose  theories,  to  which 
none  of  them  would  choose  to  trust  the  slightest 
d*  his  private  concerns.  They  make  this  dif* 
ference,  because  in  their  desire  of  obtaining 
and  securing  power  they  are  thoroughly  in 
earnest ;  there  they  travel  in  the  beaten  road. 
The  public  interests,  because  about  them  they 
have  no  real  solicitude,  they  abandon  wholly 
to  chance;  I  say  to  chance,  because  their 
schemes  have  nothing  in  e}q>erience  to  prove 
their  tendency  beneficial. 

We  must  always  see  with  a  pity  not  un- 
mixed with  respect,  the  errours  of  diose  who 
are  timid  and  doubtful  of  themselves  with 
regard  to  points  wherein  the  happiness  of 
mankind  is  concerned.  But  in  these  gentle- 
men there  is  nothing  of  the  tender  parental 
solicitude  which  fears  to  cut  up  the  infant  for 
the  sake  of  an  experiment.  In  the  vastness  of 
their  promises,  and  the  confidence  of  their  pre- 
dictions they  far  outdo  all  the  boasting  of  em- 
pirics. The  arrogance  of  their  pretensions, 
in  a  manner  provokes,  and  challenges  us  to 
an  inquiry  into  their  foundation. 

I  am  convinced  that  there  are  men  of  con- 
siderable parts  among  the  popular  leaders  in 
the  national  assembly.  Some  of  them  di»- 
play  eloquence  in  their  speeches  and  their 
writings .  This  cannot  be  without  powerful  and 
cultivated  talents.  But  eloquence  may  exist 
without  a  proportionable  degree  of  madom. 
When  I  speak  of  ability,  I  am  obliged  te  di^^ 
tinguish.    What  they  have  done  towards  tihi 
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mpport  of  their  system  bespeaks  no  ordinary     it  in  destroying  and  poDing  down  that  skin  is 
men.    In  the  system  itself,  taken  as  the  scheme     displayed  ?    Your  mob  can  do  this  as  well  at 

of  a  renublic  construed  for  procuring  the  pros-  least  as  your  assemblies.      The  shallowest 
perity  and   security  of  the  citizen,  and  for     understanding,  the  rudest  hand  is  more  than 

promoting  the  strength  and   grandeur  of  the  equal  to  that  task.     Rage  and  phrenzy  will 

state,  I  confess  myself  unable  to  find  out  any  pull  down  more  in  half  an  hour,  than  prudence, 

thing  which  displays,  in  a  single  instance,  the  deliberation,  and  foresight  can  build  up  in  an 

work  of  a  comorehensive  and  disposing  mind,  hundred  years.    The  errours  and  defects  of 

or  even  the  provisions  of  a  vulgar  prudence,  old  establishments  are  visible  and  palpable. 

Their  purpose  every  where  seems  to  have  It  calls  for  little  ability  to  point  them  out ;  and 

been  to  evade  and  slip  aside  from  difficulty,  where  absolute  power  is  given,  it  requires  but 

This  it  has  been  the  glory  of  the  great  mas-  a  word  wholly  to  abolish   the  vice   and   the 

ters  in  all  the  arts  to  confront,  and  to  over-  establishment  together.     The   same  lazy  but 

come ;  and  when  they  had  overcome  the  first  restless  disposition  which  loves  sloth  and  hates 

difficulty,  to  turn  it  into  an  instrument  for  new  quiet,    directs  these    politicians,   when   they 

conquests  over  new  difficulties ;  thus  to  enable  come  to  work,  for  supplying  the  place  of  what 

them  to  extend  the  empire  of  their  science ;  they  have  destroyed.     To  make  every  thing 

and  even  to  push  forward  beyond  the  reach  of  tlie  reverse  of  what  they  have  seen  is  quite  as 

their  original  thoughts,  the  land-marks  of  the  easy  as  to  destroy.     No  difficulties  occur  in 

human  luiderstanding.  itself.     Difficulty  is  a  what  has  never   been    tried'.      Criticism  is 

severe  instructor,  set  over  us  by  the  supreme  almost  bafflied   in  discovering  the  defects  of 

ordinance  of  a  parental  guardian  and  legis-  what  has  not  existed ;  and  eager  enthusiasm, 

lator  who  knows  us  better  than  we  know  our-  and  cheating  hope  have  alf  the  wide  field  of 

selves,  as  he  loves  us  better  too.    Paler  ipse  imagination  in  which  they  may  expatiate  with 

colendi  haudfacUem  esse  viam  voluit.    He  that  little  or  no  opposition. 

wrestles  with  us  strengthens  our  nerves,  and  At  once  to  preserve  and  to  reform  la  quite 
sharpens  our  skill.  Our  antagonist  is  our  another  thing.  When  the  useful  parts  df  an 
helper.  This  amicable  conflict  with  difficulty  old  establishment  are  kept,  and  what  is  super- 
obliges  us  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  added  is  to  be  fitted  to  what  is  retained,  a 
our  object,  and  compels  us  to  consider  it  in  vigorous  mind,  steady  persevering  attention, 
all  its  relations.  It  will  not  sufier  us  to  be  various  powers  of  comparison  and  combination, 
superficial.  It  is  the  want  of  nerves  of  under-  and  the  resources  of  an  understanding  fruitful 
standing  for  such  a  task ;  it  is  the  degenerate  in  expedients,  are  to  be  exercised  ;  they  are  to 
fondness  for  tricking  short-cuts,  and  little  falla-  bo  exercised  in  a  continued  conflict  with  the 
cious  facilities,  that  has  in  so  many  parts  of  combined  force  of  opposite  vices;  with  the  ob- 
the  world  created  governments  with  arbitrary  stinacy  tliat  rejects  jail  improvement,  and  the 
powers.  They  have  created  the  late  arbitrary  levity  that  is  fatigued  and  disgusted  with 
monarchy  of  France.  They  have  created  the  every  thing  of  which  it  is  in  possession.  But 
arbitrary  republic  of  Paris..  With  them  de-  you  may  object — ^"  A  process  of  this  kind  is 
fects  in  wisdom  are  to  be  supplied  by  the  slow.  It  is  not  fit  for  an  assembly,  which  gk>> 
plenitude  of  force.  They  get  nothing  by  it.  ries  in  perfcmning  in  a  few  months  the  work 
Commencing  their  labours  on  a  principle  of  of  ages.  Such  a  mode  of  reforming,  possibly 
sloth,  they  have  the  common  fortune  of  sloth-  might  take  up  many  years.**  Without  ques- 
ful  men.  The  difficulties  which  they  rather  tion  it  might ;  and  it  ought.  It  is  one  of  the 
bad  eluded  than  escaped,  meet  them  again  in 

their  course;    they  multiply  and  thicken  on  Nothing' can  be  more  simpfe  r— «  Tbus  te«  e/o- 

*i    _     *i               •       1     J    .L        L      I  t     •    L  oliasemens  en  France  cour&nnent  le  malheur 

them ;  they  are  involved,  through  a  labyrinth  du  peuple  :  pour  le  rendres  h.ureux  flfaut  fe 

of  confused  detail,  in  an  industry  without  limit,  renouveler  ;  changer  aes  tdees  j  changer  ses 

and  without  direction ;  and,  in  conclusion,  the     'o'**"  S  changer  ses  mceurs  ; changer  lea 

whole  of  their  work  becomes  feeble,  vicious,  *<»"»'^«;    chang^  les  choaea ;    changer  lea 

and  insecure  '^'* '^'  detrwre  ;  oui,  Hmt  detruire; 

ana  insecure.                                   .^   ^.^    '  pmague  tout  est  a  recreer.'^    This  ijenileman 

It  IS  this  inability  to  wrestle  with  difficulty  was  chosen  president  in  an  assembly  not  siuinc 

which  has  obliged  the  arbitrary  assembly  of  ®'  ^uinze-vingty  or  the  PetHa  Maiaons ;  and 

France  to  commence  their  schemes  of  reform  ^l?^""^  .""l  P«"ons  giving  themselves  out  to 

w!tK  oK«i;,:««  ,„^  ♦.toi  ^o-«..t;«„  *     «..» :.  b«  "tional  bemgs;    but  neither  his    . leas,  Ian- 

giiage,  or  concfiici,  differ  in  the  smallest  degree 
from  the  iliscourses,  opinions,  and  actions  of 


with  abolition  and  total  destruction.*     But  is 


♦  A  leading  member  of  the  assembly,  M.Ra-     those  within  and  without  the  assembly,  who 
baud  de  St.  EUenne,  has  expressed  the  principle     direct  the  operations  of  the  machine  now  a 
.PI  all  their  proceedings  as  clearly  as  possible.—     work  in  France. 
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«cce1Ieneies  of  a  method  in  which  time  is  It  is  from  this  view  of  things  that  the  best 
among  the  assistants,  that  its  operation  is  legislators  have  been  often  satisfied  with  the 
slow,  and  in  some  cases  almost  imperceptible,  establishment  of  some  sure,  solid,  and  ruling 
If  circumspection  and  caution  are  a  part  of  principle  in  government ;  a  power  like  that 
wisdom,  when  we  work  only  upon  inanimate  which  some  of  the  philosophers  have  called  a 
matter,  surely  they  become  a  part  of  duty  too,  plastic  nature ;  and  having  fixed  the  principle, 
when  the  subject  of  our  demolition  and  con-  they  have  left  it  afterwards  to  its  own  opera- 
Btruction  is  not  brick  and  timber,  but  sentient     tion. 

beings,   by  the  sudden  alteration  d*  whose         To  proceed  in  this  manner,  that  is,  to  pro- 
state, condition,  and  habits,  multitudes  may  be     ceed  with  a  presiding  principle,  and  a  prolific 
rendered  miserable.  But  it  seems  as  if  it  were     energy,  is  with  me  the  criterion  of  profound 
the  prevalent  opinion  in  Paris,  that  an  unfeeU     wisdom*      What  your  politicians   think  the 
ing  heart,  and  an  undoubting  confidence,  are     marks  of  a  bold,  hardy  genius,  are  only  prooft 
the  sole  qualifications  for  a  perfect  legislator,     of  a  deplorable  want  of  abili^.     By  their 
Far  different  are  my  ideas  of  that  high  office,     violent  haste,  and  their  defiance  of  the  pro- 
The  true  lawgiver  ought  to  have  a  heart  full  of     cess  of  nature,  they  are  delivered  over  blindly 
sensibility.    He  ought  to  love  and  respect  his     to  every  projector  and  adventurer,  to  every 
kind,  and  to  fear  himself.    It  may  be  allowed     alchymist  and   empyric.      They  despair  of 
to  his  temperament  to  catch  his  ultimate  object     turning  to   account  any  thing  that  is  com- 
with  an  intuitive  glance;  but  his  movements     mon.    Diet  is  nothing  in  their  system  of  re- 
towards  it  ought  to  be  deliberate.     Political     medy.      The  worst  of  it  is,  that  this  their 
arrangement,  as  it  is  a  work  for  social  ends,  is  despair  of  curing  common  distempers  by  re- 
to  be  only  wrought  by  social  means.     There  gular  methods,  arises  not  only  from  defect  of 
mind  must  conspire  with  mind.    Time  is  re-  comprehension,  but,  I  fear,  from  some  malig- 
quired  to  produce  that  union  of  minds  which  nity  of  disposition.    Your  legislators  seem  to 
alone  can  produce  all  the  good  we  aim  at.   Our  have  taken  their  opinions  of  all  professions, 
patience  will  achieve  more  than  our  force.    If  ranks,  and  offices,  from  the  declamations  and 
I  might  venture  to  appeal  to  what  is  so  much  buffooneries  of  satirists;  who  would  themselves 
out  of  fashion  in  Paris,  I  mean  to  experience,  be  astonished  if  they  were  held  to  the  letter  of 
I  should  tell  you,  that  in  my  course  I  have  their  own  descriptions.    By  listening  only  to 
known,  and,  according  to  my  measure,  have  these,  your  leaders  regard  all  things  only  orf the 
co-operated  with  great  men ;  and  I  have  never  side  of  their  vices  and  faults,  and  view  those 
yet  seen  any  plan  which  has  not  been  mended  vices  and  faults  under  every  colour  of  exagge- 
by  the  observations  of  those  who  were  much  ration.    It  is  undoubtedly  true,  though  it  may 
inferiour  in  understanding  to  the  person  who  seem  paradoxical ;  but  in  general,  those  who 
took  the  lead  in  the  business.    By  a  slow  but  are  habitually  employed  in  finding  and  dis- 
well-sustained  progress,  the  effect  of  each  step  playing  faults,  are  unqualified  for  the  work  of 
is  watched ;  the  good  or  ill  success  of  the  first,  reformation  :  because  their  minds  are  not  only 
gives  light  to  us  in  the  second;  and  so,  from  unfurnished  with  patterns  of  the  fair  and  good, 
light  to  light,  we  are  conducted  with  safety  but  by  habit  they  come  to  take  no  delight  in 
through  the  whole  series.      We  see  that  the  the  contemplation  of  those  things.    By  hating 
parts  of  the  system  do  not  clash.     The  evils  vices  too  much,  they  come  to  love  men  too 
latent  in  the  most  promising  contrivances  are  little.    It  is  therefore  not  wonderful,  tliat  they 
provided  for  as  they  arise.    One  advantage  is  should  bo  indisposed  and  unable  to  serve  them, 
as  little  as  possible  sacrificed  to  another.    We  From  hence  arises  the  complexional  disposi- 
compensate,  we  reconcile,  we  balance.    We  tion  of  some  of  your  guides  to  pull  every  thing 
are  enabled  to  unite  into  a  consistent  whole  in  pieces.    At  this  malicious  game  they  disH 
the  various  anomalies  and  contending  principles  play  the  whole  of  their  quadrimanous  activity, 
that  are  found  in  the  minds  and  affairs  of  men.  As  to  the  rest,  the  paradoxes  of  eloquent  wri- 
From  hence  arises,  not  an  excellence  in  sim-  ters,  brought  forth  purely  as  a  sport  of  fancy, 
plicity,  but  one  far  superiour,  an  excellence  in  to  try  tlieir  talents,  to  rouse  attention,  and  excite 
composition.     Where  the  great  interests  of  surprise,  are  taken  up  by  tliese  gentlemen,  not 
mankind  are  concerned  through  a  long  succes-  in  the  spirit  of  tlie  original  autliors,  as  means 
sion  of  generations,  that  succession  ought  to  .  of  cultivating  their  taste  and  improving  their 
be  admitted  into  some  share  in  the  councils  style.    These  paradoxes  become  with  them 
which  are  so  deeply  to  affect  them.    If  jus-  serious  grounds  of  action,  upon  which  they 
tice  requires  this,  the  work  itself  requires  the  proceed  in  regulating  the  most  important  con- 
aid  of  more  minds  than  one  age  can  funush.  cems  of  the  state.  Cicero  ludicrously  describjBi 
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Oato  M  «BdeftvouriBg  to  act  in  the  oomDaii-  hmn  nade  any  altentmism  tbe  plaa.    Sofcr 

weahh  opon  tfie  Bchool  paradoset  ii4iiok  eur-  as  in  a  mattar  swaewfaat  confiised  I  can  aoo 

cxMd  the  witfl  of  the  jonior  studenn  in  the  light,  the  Bysteni  remaioB  anhstantially  as  it 

stoic  philosophy.    If  this  was  trae  of  Calo,  has  been  originally  framed.    My&wienaiks 

these  gentfemen  copy  after  him  in  the  manner  will  be  snch  as  vegaid  its  spirit,  its  tendency, 

of  some  persons  who  lived  abont  his  time—  and  its  ilness  fcr  fiaming  a  pojMdnr  oesamoD- 

pede  tmtb  Calanem.    Mr. Home  told  me,  that  wealth,  whieh  they  profess  theirs  to  be,saited 

he  had  from  Rousseau  himself  the  secret  of  his  to  the  ends  for  which  any  commoBwealth,  aad 

principles  of  composition.   That  acute,  though  particularly  such  a  commonwealth,  is  sasde. 

eccentric  bbserrer,  had  perceived,  that  tostrike  At  the  same  time  I  mean  to  consider  its  oon- 

and  intereet  the  public,  the  marvelkias  must  aistency  with  itaelf  and  its  own  principles, 
be  produced ;  that  the  marreUous  of  the  hen-        Old  establishments  are  tried  by  their  efieds. 

then  mythology  had  kxig  since  lest  iis  eieot ;  If  the  people  are  happy,  united,  wealthy,  and 

that  giants,  magicians,  fidries,  and  heroes  cS  poweifid,  we  presunw  the  rsst.    We  conclude 

romance  which  succeeded,  had  exhausted  the  that  to  be  good  from  whence  good  is  derived, 

portion  of  credulity  which  belonged  to  their  In  old  estaWishmfnis  various  correctives  have 

age;  tfiatnow  nothing  wasleft  to  a  writer  but  been  found  for  their  aberrations  frona  theoiy. 

that  species  of  the  marvelloui,  which  might  Indeed  they  are  the  reonhs  of  various  necessi- 

■Hn  be  produced,  and  with  as  great  an  eiTect  as  ties  and  expediencies.    They  are  not  often 

ever, though  in  another  way;  that  is,  the nnr-  constnicted  after  any  theory;  theories   are 

veHoius  in  life,  in  raaanns,  in  characters,  wad  rather  drawn  from  than.     In  them  we  often 

in  extraordinary  situatiens,  giving  rise  to  new  see  the  end  best  obtained,  where  the  aseans 

and  unlodied-ior  strokes  in  |K>litics  and  morals,  seem  not  perfectly  reooneilahle  to  what  we 

I  believe,  that  wen  Rousseau  aUve,  and  b  may  fency  was  the  origmal  echeme.     The 

one  of  bis  lucid  interrals,  he  woidd  be  shocked  means  tau^t  by  experienoe  may  be  better 

at  the  practical  phrenzy  of  his  scholars,  who  suited  to  political  ends  than  those  contrived  in 

in  ibeir  paiadoKes  are  servile  imitators ;  and  the  original  prefect.    They  again  roHkCt  upon 

even  in  their  incredulity  discover  an  implicit  the  primUive  cooatitution,  and  sometimes  im- 

feith.  prove  the  design  itself  from  which  they  seem 

Men  who  undertake  eonsiderable  things,  to  have  deported.  I  think  all  this  aught  be 
even  in  a  regular  way,  ought  to  give  us  ground  curiously  exemplified  in  the  British  constitu- 
te presume  ability.  But  the  physician  of  the  tion.  At  worst,  the  errours  and  deviations  <^ 
state,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  euro  of  die-  every  kind  in  reckoning  are  found  and  cont- 
tempers,  undertake  to  segenenUe  constitu-  puted,  and  the  diip  proceeds  in  her  course. 
tioDs,  ought  to  shew  uncommon  powers.  Some  This  is  the  case  of  old  establidunents ;  hot  in 
very  unusual  appearances  of  wisdom  ought  to  a  new  and  merely  theoretic  system,  it  is  ex- 
display  themselves^ on  the  face  of  the  designs  pected  that  every  contrivance  shall  mppevj  on 
of  those  who  appeal  to  no  practice,  and  who  the  (ace  of  it,  to  answer  its  ends ;  especially 
copy  after  no  model.  Has  any  such  been  mar-  where  the  projectora  ara  no  way  eosbamssed 
nifested?  I  shall  take  aview  (it  shall  for  the  with  an  endeavour  U>  accommodate  the  new 
sulqect  be  avery  short  one)  of  what  the  assem-  building  toan  old  mm,  either  in  the  walls  or  on 
biy  has  done,  with  regard,  first,  to  the  consti-  the  foundations. 

tution  of  the  legislature ;  in  the  next  place,  to        The  French  builders,  dearing  away  as  mere 

tiiat  of  the  executive  pow«;  then  to  that  of  rubbish  whatever  they  found,  and,  like  their 

the  judicature;  afterwards  to  the  model  of  the  ornamental  gardeners,  forming  everything  into 

army ;  and  conclude  with  the  system  of  finance,  an  exact  level^  pr<^pose  to  rest  the  whole  local 

to  see  whether  we  can  discover  in  any  part  of  and  general  legiahiture  on  three  bases  of  three 

their  schemes  the  portentous  ability,  which  diftrent  kinds;  one  geosaetrical,  one  arith- 

nmy  justify  these  boki  undertakers  in  the  su-  metical,  and  the  third  fimuictal;  the  first  of 

periority  which  they  assume  over  mankind.  which  they  call  the  baA  iff  Unitary  ;  the  an- 

It  is  in  the  model  of  the  sovereign  and  pre-  cond,  the  hanM  iff  papuialion ;  and  the  third, 

siding  part  of  this  new  republic,  that  we  should  the  bam  qf  emUribmAm.    For  the  aeoom|disb- 

eipect  their  grand  display.    Here  they  were  mentof  the  first  of  these  purposes,  they  divide 

to  prove  Uieir  title  to  their  proud  demands,  the  area  of  their  country   into  eigfa^-three 

For  the  plan  itself  at  large,  and  for  the  reasons  pieces,  regularly  square,  of  eif^teen  leagues 

on  which  it  is  grounded,  I  refer  to  the  jooinals  by  eighteen.    These  large  diriskmare  oiled 

of  the  assembly  of  the  S9th  of  September,  lUpartmentM,    These  they  portion,  prooeading 

1788,  and  to  the  subsequent  proceedings  which  by  square  meaaunment,  into  sevantocB  hm- 
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dred  and  twenty  districts,  called  CommuncB.  their  juridical  metaphysics.    Had  they  stuck 

These  again  they  subdivide,  still  proceeding  by  to  their  metaphysic  principles,  the  arithmetical 

square    measurement,    into  smaller  districts  process  would  be  simple  indeed.    Men,  with 

called  CantaMj  making  in  all  6,400.  them,  are  strictly  equal,  and  are  entitled  to 

At  first  view  this  geometrical  basis  of  theirs  equal  rights  in  their  own  government.    Each 

presents  not  much  to  admire  or  to  blame.    It  head,  on  this  system,  would  have  its  vote,  and 

calls  for  no  great  legislative  talents.    Nothing  every  man  would  vote  directly  for  the  person 

more  than  an  accurate  land  surveyor,  with  his  who  was  to  represent  him  in  the  legislature. 

chain,  sight,  and  theodolite,  is  requisite  for  ^'But  soft — by  regular  degrees,    not    yet.'' 

such  a  plan  as  this.    In  the  old  divisicms  of  This  metaphysic  principle,  to  which  law,  cus- 

thecoontry,  various  accidents  at  various  times,  torn,  usage,  policy,  reason,  were  to  yield,  is 

and  the  ebb  and  flow  of  various  properties  and  to  yield  itself  to  their  pleasure.     There  must 

jarisdictions,  settled   their  bounds.      These  be  many  degrees,  and  some  stages,  before  the 

bounds  were  not  made  upon  any  fixed  system  representative  can  come  in  contact  with  his 

undoubtedly.    They  were  suliyect  to  some  in-  constituent.    Indeed,  as  we  shall  soon  see, 

conveniences ;  but  they  were  inconveniences  these  two  persons  are  to  have  no  sort  of  conn 

for  which  use  had  found  remedies,  and  habit  munion  with  each  other.    First,  the  voters  in 

had  st^plied  accommodation  and  patience.  In  the  Canton  ^  who  compose  what  they  call  prU 

this   new  pavement  of  square  within  square,  mary  ottenMies,  are  to  have  a  qualificcOUm, 

and  this  organization  and  semi-organization  What!    a  qualification   on  the  indefeasible 

made   on  the   ^stem  of   Empedocles   and  rights  of  men?    Yes;  but  it  shall  be  a  very 

Boffbn,  and  not  upon  any  politic  principle,  it  small  qualification.    Our  injustice  shall  be  very 

is  impossible  that  innumerable  local  incon-  little  oppressive ;  only  the  local  valuation  of 

yeniences,  to  which  men  are  not  habituated,  three  days  labour  paid  to  the  public.    Why} 

most  not  arise.    But  these  I  pass  over,  be-  this  is  not  much,  I  readily  admit,  for  any  thing 

cause  it  requires  an  accurate  knowledge  erf*  the  but  the  utter  subversion  of  your  equalizing 

country,  which  I  do  not  possess,  to  specify  them,  principle.    As  a  qualification  it  might  as  well 

When  these  state  surveyors  came  to  take  a  be  let  alone ;  for  it  answers  no  one  purpose 

view  of  their  work  of  measurement,  they  soon  for  which  qualifications  are  established :  and, 

found,  that  in  politics  the  most  fallacious  of  all  on  your  ideas,  it  excludes  fi-om  a  vote,  the  man 

things  was  geometrical  demonstration.    They  c£  all  others  whose  natural   equality   stands 

had  then  recourse  to  another  basis  (or  rather  the  most  in  need  of  protection  and  defence ;  I 

buttress)  to  support  the  building,  which  totp  mean  the  man  who  has  nothing  else  but  his 

tered  on  that  false  foundation.  It  was  evident,  natural  equality  to  guard  him.    You   order 

that  the  goodness  of  the  soil,  the  number  of  him  to  buy  the  right,  which  you  before  told 

the  people,  their  wealth,  and  the  largeness  of  him  nature  had  given  to  him  gratuitously  at 

their  contribution,  made  such  infinite  varia-  his  birth,  and  of  which  no  authority  on  earth 

tioos  between  square  and  square  as  to  render  could  lawfully  deprive  him.    With  regard  to 

mensuration  a  ridiculous  standard  of  power  in  the  person  who  cannot  come  up  to  your  market, 

the  comuKMiwealth,  and  equality  in  geometry  a  tyrannous  aristocracy,  as  against  him,  is 

die  most  unequal  of  all  measures  in  the  dis*  established  at  the  very  outset,  by  you  who 

tribution  of  men.    However,  they  could  not  pretend  to  be  its  sworn  foe. 

give  it  up.    But  dividing  their  political  and  The  gradation  proceeds.    These  primary 

civil   representation   into   three  parts,   they  assemblies  of  the   ConUm  elect  deputies   to 

allotted  one  of  those  parts  to  the  square  mea-  the  Commune  ;   one  for  every  two  hundred 

surement,  without  a  single  fact  or  calculation  qualified  inhabitants.    Here  is  the  first  medi- 

to  ascertain  whether  this  territorial  proportion  um  put  between  the  primary  elector  and  the 

of  representation  was  fairly  assigned,   and  representative   legislator;   and  here   a  new 

ought  upon  any  principle  reaJly  to  be  a  third,  turnpike  is  fixed  for  taxing  the  rights  of  men 

Having  however  given  to  gecHnetry  this  portion  with  a  second  qualification:  for  none  can  be 

(of  a  third  for  her  dower)  out  of  compliment  elected  into  the  Commune  who  does  not  pay 

I  suppose  to  that  sublime  science,  they  left  the  amount  of  ten  days  labour.    Nor  have  we 

the  other  two  to  be  scuffled  for  between  the  J^et  done.    There  is  still  to  be  another  grada- 

olher  parts,  population  and  contribution.  tion.*      These  CommuneBi  chosen   by   the 

When  they  came  to  provide  for  populatioo.  Canton,  chooso  to  the  Department;  and  the 
tfiey  were  not  able  to  proceed  quite  so  smoothly 

as  they  had  done  in  the  fiekl  of  their  geome-  *  ^he  assembly.  In  executing  the  plan  of  their 

tiy.    Here  their  arithmetic  came  to  bear  upon  committee,  made  some  alterations.    They  havt 
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4eyi*'jB%  -f  i-.e  tr^j^mtf  rxow  -Sear 

ya  »  -1  X  ■  Si.  -x-i.  JL»rtic« J  sEBt  3a7   jx  !>' 
Of  All  'Jae9«  via.s'-»j  aorrjera  »<  stiar  7T-jik 

*       *     * 

•rer  /»c  aacf  rvunrxs^Jt  ;a  orisi«r  <cfc<g»gij  is  wrrt  wecAed :  aor  does  X.  aee^  a.  ■aixcr  cf 

ca  t.-je^s  ytAx:  t  awjoooraal-*.  C^^  ■■parcuiee  wJkedKr  tke  eqpolxtjf  of  i 

Wvm  L>ve7  ocae  t>  \z^-x  'Jiari  bosk,  tbxt  be  ■jiejd  b^  ■oases  or  MdifiAaAay.    As  io- 

fiT  C9nxr>6itfi.>«.  i»e  ixA  ii;a:  :i:«T  {are  »:re  SsrAak  is  boc  of  ibe  saae  DBportaace  ia  a 


twtt^jt  J  '*jA  »i>h:  of  'Jbe  riches  cf  nea.  anas  lepneaeaccd  bv  a  liev.  as  m  a  aass  re- 

Tbts  Ia«  Uu'.i  re«c.i  enorefy  on  properrr.    A  pcjcsted  by  masj.    It  vooid  be  too  aBcb  to 

priAcipMK  tvraH/  C.S-ren:  (rwi  the  Mfnhrr  of  leB  a  aan  jeakos  of  bts  e^qalkj,  tbax  tbe 

c»»,  aod  trrerl/  irrtc.'ioriIah(e  to  k.  n  tSereb^  decsor  has  ibe  saaK  fraaduse  mho  votes  (or 


mkniiud  \  but  DO  v»cer  is  ihi*  principle  ad-     tbree  Meadbers  as  he  «ho  voies  Eir 

BBitied,  LHao  (ai  usoa!)  it  is  sobrerted :  aad  it         Now  take  it  ia  tbe  other  pocat  of  view,  and 


u  wA  tuHnKtied  (as  »e  shall  preseodj  see)  to     let  ai  wipfuw  their  |aiaci|>>e  of  repmtatarioo 
tf^iroxanilt  the  ioeqoalitj  of  riches  to  the     aecorrfiag  Co  cancribatiaa,  that  is  acoording  to 


level  </  oatfire.    The  additiooa!  share  ia  the     riches,  to  be  well  iaaginwt.  aad  to  be  a 
third  portion  of  represeotatioa  (a  portioo  re-     eesaary  basis  fcr  their  rcpofaiic     la  this  their 


Merred  txdmirdy  tjr  the  higher  cootribatioo)  4urd  basis  thej  asnme,  that  riches  ought  to 

is  nade  to  regard  the  (Bttrid  oaAjj  and  not  the  be  respected,  ud  that  jostice  aad  policj  re- 

iodiriduali  in  it  who  par.    It  is  easy  to  per-  ijnire  dwt  thej  sfanwM  eatitle  men,  ia  some 

eeire,  by  the  course  of  their  reasonings,  how  mude  or  other,  to  a  briber  share  ia  the  admi* 

anch  they  were  embarraned  by  their  contra-  aistration  of  public  a^ira ;   k  is  now  to  be 

dictory  ideas  </  the  rights  of  men  and  the  seen  how  the  assembly  provides  fix-  the  pre- 

privileges  of  riches.     Tbe  committee  of  eoo-  eminence,  or  evea  for  the  security  of  the  rich, 

ftitof  ion  do  as  good  as  admit  that  they  are  by  conferring,  in  rirtoe  of  their  c^Ndeace,  thai 

wholly    irreconcilable.    **  The  relation   with  larger  measure  of  power  to  their  district  which 

regard  to  the  contributions^  is  without  doubt  is  denied  to  them  personally.    I  readily  admit 

null  (say  they)  when  the  question  is  on  the  (indeed  I  should  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental 

balance  cf  the  political  rights  as  between  in-  principle)  that  in  a  republican  government, 

dividual   and  individual ;  without  which  per-  which  hu  a  democratic  basis,  tbe  rich  do  r&- 

ional  equaUty  would  he  deslroyed,  and  an  oris-'  quire  an  additioaal  security  above  what  is  ne> 

toeracy  qf  the  rich  would  be  established.    But  cessary  to  them  in  monarchies.      They  are 

this  inconvenience  entirely  disappears  v«^en  subject  to  envy,  and  through  envy  to  oppres- 

the  proportional  relation  of  the  contribution  is  sion.    On  the  present  scheme  it  is  impossible 

only  considered  in  the  great  moMee,  and  is  to  divine  what  advantage  they  derive  from  the 

solely  between   province    and   province ;    it  aristocratic  preference  upon  which  the  unequal 

ferves  in  that  case  only  to  form  a  just  recipro-  representation  of  the  masses  is  founded.    The 

cal   proportion   between  the  cities,  without  rich  cannot  feel  it,  either  as  a  support  to  dig- 

ftflTecling  the  personal  rights  of  the  citizens.**  nity,  or  as  security  to  fortune :  for  the  aristo- 
cratic mass  is  generated  from  purely  demo- 

Mruck  out  one  stage  in  these  gradations  ;  this  cratic  principles ;  and  the  preference  given  to 

removis  a  part  or  (he  objection  :  hut  the  main  it  in  the  general  representation  has  no  sort  of 

obJ«cilon,  namely,  that  in  their  scheme  the  first  reference  to,  or  connection  with,  the  persons, 

eonstltusnt  voter  ha<  no  connection  with  the 1  r    u                _*   .u*            •    •*- 

representative  legislator,  remains  in  all  its  Ibrce.  T?  «^«>««^«>f  ^»»«f.  property  this  supenonty 

There  are  other  alierations,  some  possibly  for  of  the  mass  is  established.    If  the  contriverf 

the  belter,  some  certainly  for  the  worse :  but  to  of  this  scheme  meant  any  sort  of  favour  to  the 

SlirH^n'.  ™™"'?''J^®T''''  *"*"  theee  Bmaller  rfch,  m  consequence  of  their  contribution,  they 

aitsratlons  appears  to  be  of  no  moment,  where  i!* .    i          _r      j  *u       •  -i         -.u      1 

the  scheme  liseir  Is  fundamentally  vicious  and  ^^}  ?  *»*^«  coirferred  the  privilege  eiUier  on 

Absurd.  the  individual  rich,  or  on  some  class  ronned 
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cf  rich  persons,  (as  historians  represent  Serrius  tematical  means  of  oppressing  them  ?  When 
Tullius  to  have  done  in  the  early  constitution  we  come  to  a  balance  of  representation  be- 
of  Rome  ;)  because  the  contest  between  the  tween  corporate  bodies,  provincial  interests, 
rich  and  the  poor  is  not  a  struggle  between  emulations,  and  jealousies,  are  full  as  likely  to 
corporation  and  corporation,  but  a  contest  be-  arise  among  them  as  among  individuals ;  and 
tween  men  and  men ;  a  competition  not  be-  their  divisions  are  likely  to  produce  a  much 
tween  districts,  but  between  descriptions.  It  hotter  spirit  of  dissensicm,  and  something  lea> 
would  answer  its  purpose  better  if  the  scheme  ding  much  more  nearly  to  a  war. 
were  inverted ;  that  the  votes  of  the  masses  I  see  that  these  aristocratic  masses  are  made 
were  rendered  equal ;  and  that  the  votes  upon  what  is  called  the  principle  of  direct  con- 
within  each  mass  were  proportioned  to  pro-  tribution.  Nothing  can  be  a  more  unequal 
pcrty.  standard  than  this.     The  indirect  contribution, 

Let  lis  suppose  one  man  in  a  district  (it  is  that  which  arises  from  duties  on  consumption, 
an  easy  supposition)  to  contribute  as  much  as  is  in  truth  a  better  standard,  and  follows  and 
an  hundred  of  hb  neighbours.  Against  these  discovers  wealth  more  naturally  than  this  of  di- 
fae  has  but  one  vote.  If  there  were  but  one  rect  contribution.  It  is  difficult  indeed  to  fix  a 
representative  for  the  mass,  his  poor  neigh-  standard  of  local  preference  on  account  of  the 
bcHjrs  would  outvote  him  by  an  hundred  to  one  one,  or  of  the  other,  or  of  both,  because  some 
for  that  single  representative.  Bad  enough,  provinces  may  pay  the  more  of  either  or  of  both. 
But  amends  are  to  be  made  him.  How?  on  account  of  causes  not  intrinsic,  but  original 
The  district,  in  virtue  of  his  wealth,  is  to  ting  from  those  very  districts  over  whom  they 
choose,  say  ten  members  instead  of  one :  that  have  obtained  a  preference  in  consequence  of 
is  to  say,  by  paying  a  very  large  contribution  their  ostensible  contribution.  If  the  masses 
he  has  the  happiness  of  being  outvoted,  an  hun-  were  independent  sovereign  bodies,  who  were  to 
dred  to  one,  by  the  poor,  for  ten  representa-  provide  for  a  federative  treasury  by  distinct 
tives,  instead  of  being  outvoted  exactly  in  the  contingents,  and  that  the  revenue  had  not  (as 
same  proportion  for  a  single  member.  In  it  has)  many  impositions  running  through  die 
truth,  instead  of  benefiting  by  diis  superioiur  whole,  which  affect  men  individually,  and  not 
quantity  of  representation,  the  rich  man  is  corporately,  and  which,  by  their  nature,  con- 
subjected  to  an  additicmal  hardship.  The  in-  found  all  territorial  limits,  something  might  be 
crease  of  representation  within  his  province  said  for  the  hasis  of  contribution  as  founded  oo 
sets  up  nine  persons  more,  and  as  many  more  masses.  But  of  all  things,  this  representation, 
than  nine  as  there  may  be  democratic  candi-  to  be  measured  by  contribution,  is  the  most 
dates,  to  cabal  and  intrigue,  and  to  flatter  the  difficult  to  settle  upon  principles  of  equity,  in 
pe<^1e  at  his  expense  and  to  his  oppression,  a  country,  which  renders  its  districts  as  mem- 
An  interest  is  by  this  means  hekl  out  to  multi*  hers  of  a  whole.  For  a  great  city,  such  as 
tades  of  the  inforiour  sort,  in  obtaining  a  salary  Bourdeaux  or  Paris,  appears  to  pay  a  vast 
cf  eighteen  livres  a  day  (to  them  a  vast  object)  body  of  duties,  almost  out  of  all  assignable 
besides  the  pleasure  of  a  residence  in  Paris,  proportion  to  other  places,  and  its  mass  is  con- 
and  their  share  in  the  government  of  the  king-  sidered  accordingly.  But  are  these  cities  the 
dom.  The  more  the  d)jects  of  ambition  are  true  contributors  in  that  proportion?  No.  Tho 
multiplied  and  become  democratic,  just  in  that  consumers  of  the  commodities  imported  into 
propOTtion  the  rich  are  endangered.  Bourdeaiuc,    who  are  scattered    through    all 

Thus  it  must  fare  between  the  poor  and  the  France,  pay  the  import  duties  of  Bourdeaux. 

rich  in  the  province  deemed  aristocratic,  which  The  produce  of  the  vintage  in  Guienne  and 

in  its  mtemal  relation  is  the  very  reverse  of  Languedoc  give  to  that  city  the  means  of  its 

that  character.     In  its  external  relation,  that  contribution  growing  out  of  an  export  coii>* 

is,  in  its  relation  to  the  other  provinces,  I  can-  merce.     The  landholders  who  spend   their 

not  see  how  the  unequal  representation,  which  estates  in  Paris,  and  are  thereby  the  creators 

is  given  to  masses  on  account  of  weidth,  be-  of  that  city,  contribute  for  Paris  from  the  pro* 

comes  the  means  of  preserving  the  equipoise  vinces  out  ofwhich  their  revenues  arise.  Very 

and  the  tranquillity  of  the  commonwealth.  For  nearly  the  same  arguments  will  apply  to  the 

if  it  be  one  of  the  objects  to  secure  the  weak  representative  share  given  on  account  c^dirtet 

from  being  crushed  by  the  strong  (as  in  all  ccHitribution :  because  the  direct  contributioo 

society  undoubtedly  it  is)  how  are  the  smaller  must  be  assessed  on  wealth  real  or  presumed; 

sod  poorer  of  these  masses  to  be  saved  from  and  that  local  wealth  will  itself  arise  from 

the  rfranny  of  the  more  wealthy?    Is  it  by  causes  not  local,  and  which  therefore  in  equi^ 

adding  to  the  wealthy  further  and  more  sys-  ought  not  to  produce  %  local  preferenco. 
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It  is  vory  remarkable,  that  in  this  funda-  of  the  departmeat,  chosen  on   the   expreai 

mental  regtUation,  which  settles  the  represen-  ground  of  a  representation  of  territory.    Thia 

tation  of  the  mass  upon  the  direct  contribution,  inequality,  striking  as  it  is,  will  be  yet  highly 

they  have  not  yet  settled  how  that  direct  con-  aggravated,  if  we  suppose,  as  we  fairly  may, 

thbutioQ  shall  be  laid,  and  how  apportioned,  the    $tvtral   other   cantons  of  the  commune 

Perhaps  there  is  some  latent  policy  towards  to   fall  proportionably  short  of   the   average 

the  continuance  of  the  present  assembly  in  population,  as  much  as  the  prmc^pal  canton 

this  strange  procedure.    However,  until  they  exceeds  it. 

do  this,  they  can  have  no  certain  constitution.  Now  as  the  b<ud*  of  contribution^  which  also 

It  must  depend  at  last  upon  the  system  of  tax-  is  a  principle  admitted  first  to  operate  in  the 

atioo,  and  must  vary  with  every  variation  in  assembly  of  the  commune.    Let  us  again  take 

that  system.    As  they  have  contrived  matters,  one  canton,  such  as  is  stated  above.    If  the 

their  taxation  does  not  so  much  depend  on  their  whole  of  the  direct  contributions  paid  by  a 

constitution,  as  their  constitution  on  their  tax-  great  trading  or  manufacturing  town  be  divided 

ation.     This  must  introduce  great  confusion  equally  among  the  inhabitants,   each  iodivi- 

among  the  masses ;  as  the  variable  qualifica-  dual  will  be  found  to  pay  much  more  than  an 

tioo  for  votes  within  the  district,  must,  if  ever  individual  living  in  the  country  according  to 

real  contested  elections  take  place,  cause  infi-  the  same  average.    The  whole  paid  by  the 

nite  internal  controversies.  inhabitants  of  the  (onaer  will  be  more  than  the 

To  compare  together  the  three  bases,  not  whole  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter— 

on  their  political  reason,  but  on  the  ideas  on  we  may  feirly  assume  one-third  more.    Then 

which  the  assembly  works,  and  to  try  its  con-  the  12,700  inhabitants,  or  2,193  voters  of  the 

sistency  with  itself,  we  cannot  avoid  observing,  canton  will  pay  as  much  as  19,050  inhabitants, 

that  the  principle  which  the  committee  call  the  or  3,289  voters  of  the  other  cantons^  which  are 

basis  of  population^  does  not  begin  to  operate  nearly  the  estimated  proportion  of  inhabitants 

from  the  same  point  with  the  two  other  prin-  and  voters  of  ./Sue  other  cantons.      Now  the 

ciples  called  the  bases  of  territory  and  of  con-  2,193  voters  will,  as  I  before  said,  send  only 

tribution^  which  are  both  of  an  aristocratic  ten  deputies  to  the  assembly ;  the  3,289  voters 

nature.    The  consequence  is,  that  where  all  will  send  sixteen.    Thus,  for  an  equal  share  in 

three  begin  to  operate  together,  there  is  the  the  ctxitributioB  of  the  whole  commtine,  there 

most  absurd  inequality  produced  by  the  epe-  will  be  a  difierence  of  sixteen  voices  to  (en  in 

ration  of  the  Ibrmer  on  the  two  latter  principles,  voting  for  deputies  to  be  chosen  on  the  prin- 

Every  canton  contains  (bur  square  leagues,  and  ciple  of  representing  the  general  contribution 

is  estimated  to  contain,  on  the  average,  4,000  of  the  whole  eomnuine. 

inhabitants,  or  680  voters  in  the  primary  as-  By  the  same  mode  of  computation  we  shall 

*em6/ies,  which  vary  in  numbers  with  the  popu-  find  15,875  inhabitants,  or  2,741  voters  of  the 

lation  of  the  canton,  and  send  one  deputy  to  other  cantons,  who  pay  onesixtk  i.£ss  to  the 

the  oommune  for  every  200  voters.    iVine  canr  contribution  of  the  whole  ootnmune,  will  have 

tons  make  a  commune.  three  voices  stOBi:  than  the  12,700  inhabitants, 

Now  let  us  take  a  canton  containing  a  tea-  or  2,193  voters  of  the  one  canton. 
pert  town  of  trader  or  a  ^reot  ynamifacturing  Such  is  the  fantastical  and  unjust  inequality 
town.  Let  us  suppose  the  population  of  this  between  mass  and  mass,  in  this  curious  re- 
canton  to  be  12,700  inhabitants,  or  2,193  partition  of  the  rights  of  representation  arising 
voters,  forming  three  primary  auembiiei,  and  out  of  territory  and  contribution.  The  quali- 
sending  ten  deputies  to  the  commune.  fications  which  these  confer  are  in  truth  nega- 

Oppose  to  this  one  canton  two  others  of  the  tive  qualifications,  that  give  a  right  in  an  in- 
remaining  eight  in  the  same  commune.  These  verse  pr<^>ortiQn  to  the  possession  oi  them, 
we  may  suppose  to  have  their  fair  population  In  this  whole  contrivance  of  the  three  bases, 
of  4,000  inhabitants,  and  680  voters  each,  or  consider  it  in  any  light  you  please,  I  do  not 
8,000  inhabitants  and  1,360  voters,  both  toge-  see  a  variety  dC  objects,  rectuociled  in  one  eon- 
ther.  These  will  form  only  tuxt  primary  axaem-  sistent  whole,  but  several  contra(^ctory  prin- 
ftliet,  and  end  (Hily  siar  deputies  to  the  commune,  ciples  reluctantly  and  irreconcilably  brouf^ 

When  the  assembly  of  the  oommune  comes  to  and  held  together  by  your  philosophers,  1^ 

vote  on  the  ha»e  of  territory ^  which  {Mrinciple  wiM  beasts  ^t  up  in  a  cage,  to  claw  aqd  bite 

is  first  admitted  to  operate  in  that  assembly,  each  other  to  their  nuitoal  destruction, 

the  mngU  eaaton  which  has  half  the  territory  I  am  afiaid  I  ha^ve  gone  too  fiur  into  their 

of  the  other  Aoo,  will  have  ten  voices  to  si«  in  way  of  considering  the  formation  of  a  consti- 

the  election  of  ihree  depeoiee  to  the  assembly  tution.    They  have  much,  but  ba4,  metaphy- 
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ties;  much,  but  bad,  geometry;   much,  but  nobles,  and  pontiffs ;  to  lay  low  every  thing 

&Ise,  proportionate  arithmetic ;  but  if  it  were  which  had  lifted  its  head  above  the  level,  or 

all  aa  exact  as  metaphysics,  geometry,  and  which  could  serve  to  combine  or  rally,  in  their 

arithmetic  ought  to  be,  and  if  their  schemes  distresses,   the  disbanded  people,   under  the 

were  perfectly  consistent  in  all  their  parts,  it  standard  of  old  opinion.     They  have  made 

would  make  only   a  more  fair  and  sightly  France  free  in  the  manner  in  which  those 

vision.    It  is  remarkable,  that  in  a  great  ar>  sincere  friends  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  the 

rangementofmankind,  not  one  reference  what-  Romans,  freed  Greece,  Macedon,  and  other 

soever  is  to  be  found  to  any  thing  moral  or  nations.     They  destroyed  the  bonds  of  their 

any  thing  politic ;  nothing  that  relates  to  the  union,  under  colour  of  providing  for  the  inde- 

concems,  the  actions,  the  passions,  the  inte-  pendence  of  each  of  their  cities, 

rests  of  men.    Homxnem  non  sapiunt.  When  the  members  who  compose  these  new 

You  see  I  only  consider  this  constitution  as  bodies  of  cantons,  communes,  and  departments^ 

eiectoral,  and  leading  by  steps  to  the  national  arrangements  purposely  produced  through  the 

assembly.    I  do  not  enter  into  the  internal  medium  of  confusion,  begin  to  act,  they  will 

government  of  the  departments,  and  their  ge-  find  themselves,  in  a  great  measure,  strangers 

nealc^  through  the  communes  and  cantons,  to  one   another.      The  electors  and  elected 

These  local  governments  are,  in  the  original  throughout,  especially  in  the  rural  cantonMf 

plan,  to  bo  as  nearly  as  possible  composed  in  will  be  frequently  without  any  civil  habitudes  or 

tho  same  manner  and  on  the  same  principles  connections,  or  any  of  that  natural  discipline 

vrith  the  elective  assemblies.    They  are  each  which  is  the  soul  of  a  true  republic.    Magis- 

of  them  bodies  perfectly  compact  and  rounded  trates  and  collectors  of  revenue  are  now  no 

in  themselves.  Icmger  acquainted  with  their  districts ;  bishops 

Tou  cannot  but  perceive  in  this  scheme,  that  with  their  dioceses,  or  curates  with  their  pa- 
it  has  a  direct  and  immediate  tendency  to  rishes.  These  new  colonies  of  the  rights  of 
sever  France  into  a  variety  of  republics,  and  men  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  sort  of 
to  render  them  totally  independent  of  each  military  colonies  which  Tacitus  has  observed 
other,  without  any  direct  constitutional  means  upon  in  the  declining  policy  of  Rome.  In 
of  coherence,  connection,  or  subordination,  better  and  wiser  days  (whatever  course  they 
except  what  may  be  derived  from  their  acqui-  took  with  foreign  nations)  they  were  careful 
escence  in  the  determinations  of  the  general  to  make  the  elements  of  a  methodical  subordi- 
congress  of  the  ambassadors  from  each  ind^  nation  and  settlement  to  be  coeval ;  and  even 
pendent  republic.  Such  in  reality  is  the  na-  to  lay  the  foundations  of  discipline  in  the  mili- 
tional  assembly,  and  such  governments  I  admit  tary.*  But,  when  all  the  good  arts  had  fallen 
to  exist  in  the  world,  though  in  forms  infinitely  into  niin,  they  proceeded,  as  your  assembly 
more  suitable  to  the  local  and  habitual  circum-  does,  upon  the  equality  of  men,  and  with  as 
stances  of  their  people.  But  such  associa-  little  judgment,  and  as  little  care  for  those 
tions,  rather  than  bodies  politic,  have  gene-  tilings  which  make  a  republic  tolerable  or  du- 
rally  been  the  effect  of  necessity,  not  choice ;  rable.  But  in  this,  as  well  as  almost  every 
and  I  believe  the  present  French  power  is  the  instance,  your  new  commonwealth  is  boni} 
very  first  body  of  citizens,  who,  having  obtai-  and  bred,  and  fed,  in  those  comiptions  which 
ned  full  authority  to  do  with  their  country  what  mark  degenerated  and  worn-out  republics, 
they  pleased,  have  chosen  to  dissever  it  in  Your  child  comes  into  the  world  with  the  symp- 
this  barbarous  manner.  toms  of  death  ;  the  fades  Hippocraiica  forms 

It  is  impossible  not  to  observe,  that  in  the  the  character  of  its  physiognomy,   and  the 

spirit  of  this  geometrical    distribution,    and  prognostic  of  its  fate. 

arithmetical  arrangement,  these  pretended  citi-  The  legislators  who  framed  the  ancient  re- 

zens  treat  France  exactly  like  a  country  of  publics  knew  that  their  business  was  too  ardu- 
0(Hiqiiest.    Acting  as  c<Niquerours,  they  have 

imitated  the  policy  of  the  harshest  of  that  harsh  *  Non,  ut  olim,  unlversae  le^iones  deduceban- 

race.     The  policy  of  such  barbarous  victors,  tur  cum  tribunis,  et  <^nturionibus  et  sui  cujus- 

_,            .      *^          vj     J           1      —J    ;«o..u  Q"e  ordinis  militibus,  ut  consensu  et  cariiate 

who  contemn  a  subdued  people,  and   msult  ye^pubijcam  afficerent  j   sed  ignoii  inter  se, 

their  feelings,  has  ever  been,  as  much  as  m  diversis  manipulis,  sine  rectore,  sine  affectibus 

them  lay,  to  destroy  all  vestiges  of  the  ancient  mutuis,  quasi  ex  alio  genere  roortalium,  repente 

^ry,  in  religK>„  in  jK^ity  i.  law,  ^  »  1?^  Zn'SlTliTr ^J!  "aTZ';?!? Mi 

manners;  to  confound  all  territorial  hmits ;  to  ^^^^  applicable  to  the  unconnected,  lotatofy, 

produce  a  general  poverty  ;  to  put  up  their  biennial  national  assemblies,  in  this  absurd  ana 

iMroperties  to  auction ;  to  crush  their  priDces,  senseless  constitution. 
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tus  to  be  accomplished  with  no  better  api>aratus  for  the  sake  of  simple  telling,  and  not  to  6gur89 
than  the  metaphysics  of  an  under  graduate,  whose  power  is  to  arise  from  their  place  in 
and  the  mathematics  and  arithmetic  of  an  ex-  the  table.     The  elements  of  their  own  meta- 
biseman.     They  had  to  do  with  men,  and  they  physics  might  have  taught  them  better  lessons. 
Were  obliged  to  study  human  nature.    They  The  troll  of  their  categorical  table  might  have 
had  to  do  with  citizens,  and  they  were  obliged  informed  them  that  there  was  something  else 
to  study  the  effects  of  those  habits  which  are  in  the  intellectual  world  besides  suhslanoe  and 
communicated  by  the  circumstances  of  civil  guantUy.    They  might  learn  from  the  cate- 
life.     They  were  sensible  that  the  operation  chism  of  metaphysics  that  there   were  eight 
of  this  second  nature  on  the  first  produced  a  heads  more,*  in  every  complex  deliberation, 
new  combination ;    and  thence   arose   many  which  they   have  never  thought  of,    though 
diversities    among   men,    according  to  their  these,  of  all  the  ten,  are  the  subject  on  which 
birth,  their  education,  their  professions,  the  the  skill  of  man  can  operate  any  thing  at  all. 
periods  of  their  lives,  their  residence  in  towns  So  far  from  this  able  disposition  of  some  of 
or  in  the  country,  their  several  ways  of  ac-  the  old  republican  legislators,  which  follows 
quiring  and  of  fixing  property,  and  according  with  a  solicitous  accuracy  the  moral  conditions 
to  the  quality  of  the  property  itself,  all  which  and  propensities  of  men,  they  have  levelled 
rendered  them  as  it  were  so  many  different  and  crushed  together  all  the  orders  which  they 
species  of  animals.    From  hence  they  thought  found,    even    under    the    coarse    unartificial 
themselves  obliged  to  dispose  their  citizens  arrangement  of  the  monarchy,  in  which  mode 
into  such  classes,  and  to  place  them  in  such  of  government  the  classing  of  the  citizens  is 
situations  in  the  state  as  their  peculiar  habits  not  of  so  much  importance  as  in  a  republic.   It 
might  qualify  them  to  fill,  and  to  allot  to  them  is  true,  however,  that  every  such  classification, 
'  such  appropriate  privileges  as  might  secure  to  if  properly  ordered,  is  good  in  all  forms  of 
them  what  their  specific  occasions  required,  government;    and  composes  a  strong  barrier 
and  which  might  furnish  to  each  description  against  the  excesses  of  despotism,  as  well  as  it 
such  force  as  might  protect  it  in  the  conflict  is  the  necessary  means  of  giving  effect  and 
caused  by  the  diversity  of  interests,  that  must  permanence  to  a  republic.    For  want  of  some- 
exist,  and  must  contend,  in  all  complex  soci-  thing  of  this  kind,  if  the  present  project  of  a 
ety:  for  the  legislator  would  have  been  asha-  republic  should  fail,  all  securities  to  a  mode- 
med,  that  the  coarse  husbandman  should  well  rated  freedom  fail  along  with  it ;   all  the  indi- 
know  how  to  assort  and  to  use  his  sheep,  rect  restraints  which  mitigate  despotism  are 
horses,  and  oxen,  and  should  have  enough  of  removed ;    insomuch  that  if  monarchy  should 
common  sense  not  to  abstract  and  equalize  ever  again  obtain  an  entire   ascendency  in 
them  all  into  animals,  without  providing  for  France,  under  this  or  under  any  other  dynas^, 
each  kind  an  appropriate  food,  care,  and  em-  it  will  probably  be,  if  not  voluntarily  tempered 
ployment ;  whilst  he,  the  oeconomist,  disposer  at  setting  out,  by  the  wise  and  virtuous  coun- 
and  shepherd  of  his  own  kindred,  subliming  sels  of  the  prince,  the  most  completdy  arbi- 
himself  into  an  airy  metaphysician,  was  re-  trary  power  that  has  ever  appeared  on  earth, 
solved  to  know  nothing  of  his  flocks  but  as  men  This  is  to  play  a  most  desperate  game, 
in  general.    It  is  for  this  reason  that  Mon-  The  confusion,  which  attends  on  all  such 
tesquieu  observed  very  justly,  that  in  their  proceedings,  they  even  declare  to  be  one  of 
classification  of  the  citizens,  the  great  legisla-  their  objects,  and  they  hope  to  secure  their 
tors  of  antiquity  made  the  greatest  display  of  constitution  by  a  terrour  of  a  return  of  those 
their  powers,  and  even  soared  above  them-  evils  which  attended  their  making  it.    *^Bj 
selves.    It  is  here  that  your  modem  legisla-  this,"  say  they,  <*  its  destruction  will  become 
tors  have  gone  deep  into  the  negative  series,  difficult  to  authority,  which  cannot  break  it  up 
and  sunk  even  below  their  own  nothing.    As  without  the  entire  disorganizatiim  erf*  the  whole 
the  first  sort  of  legislators   attended  to  the  state."     They  presume,  that  if  this  authiirity 
diflTerent  kinds  of  citizens,  and  combined  them  should  ever  come  to  the  same  degree  of  power 
into  one  commonwealth,  the  others,  the  meta-  that  they  have  acquired,  it  would  make  a  more 
physical  and  alchemistical  legislators,  have  moderate  and  chastised  use  of  it,  and  would 
taken  the  direct  contrary  course.    They  have  piously  tremble  entirely  to  disorganize  the  state 
attempted  to  confound  all  sorts  of  citizens,  as  in  the  savage  manner  that  they  have  done, 
well  as  they  could,   into  one    homogeneous  They  expect,  firom  the  virtues  of  returning 
mass ;  and  then  they  divided  thb  their  amal- 

^  ^JT^\  °^i  '"»'*"*°'  "P""'?-  »  «i»«llt«.  RelaU..  Acdo.  Purio,  UW.  <l«M- 

latj  reduce  men  to  loose  counten,  merely  do,  Sinu,  Hsbttiu.                       >      t-^ 
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despotism,  the  security  which  is  to  be  enjoyed  plete  in  all  its  ordinary  functions.    With  you 

by  the  ofTspring  of  their  popular  vices.  the  elective  assembly  is  the  sovereign,  and  the 

I  wish,  Sir,  that  you  and  my  readers  would  sole  sovereign ;  all  the  members  are  therefore 
give  an  attentive  perusal  to  the  work  of  M.  de  integral  parts  of  this  sole  sovereignty.  But 
Calonne,  on  this  subject.  It  is  indeed  not  with  us  it  is  totally  different.  With  us  the 
only  an  eloquent  but  an  able  and  instructive  representative,  separated  from  the  other  parts, 
performance.  I  confine  myself  to  what  he  says  can  have  no  action  and  no  existence.  The 
relative  to  the  constitution  of  the  new  state,  government  is  the  point  of  reference  of  the 
and  to  the  condition  of  the  revenue.  As  to  the  several  members  and  districts  of  our  represen- 
dbputes  of  this  minister  with  his  rivals,  I  do  tation.  This  is  the  centre  of  our  unity.  This 
not  wish  to  pronounce  upon  them.  As  little  do  government  of  reference  is  a  trustee  for  the 
I  mean  to  hazard  any  opinion  concerning  his  whole,  and  not  for  the  parts.  So  is  the  other 
ways  and  means,  financial  or  political,  for  branch  of  our  public  council,  I  mean  the  house 
taking  his  country  out  of  its  present  disgraceful  of  lords.  With  us  the  king  and  the  lords  are 
and  depl(Mrable  situation  of  servitude,  anarchy,  several  and  joint  securities  for  the  equality 
bankruptcy,  and  beggary.  I  cannot  speculate  of  each  district,  each  province,  each  city, 
quite  so  sanguinely  as  he  does :  but  he  is  a  When  did  you  hear  in  Great  Britain  of  a;ny 
Frenchman,  and  has  a  closer  duty  relative  to  province  suffering  from  tlie  inequality  of  its 
those  objects,  and  better  means  of  judging  of  representation ;  what  district  from  having  no 
them,  than  I  can  have.  I  wish  that  the  formal  representation  at  all  ?  Not  only  our  monarchy 
avowal  which  he  refers  to,  made  by  one  of  the  and  our  peerage  secure  the  equality  on  which 
principal  leaders  in  the  assembly,  concerning  our  unity  depends,  but  it  is  die  spirit  of  th* 
the  tendency  of  their  scheme  to  bring  France  house  of  commons  itself.  The  very  inequality 
not  only  from  a  monarchy  to  a  republic,  but  of  representation,  which  is  so  foolishly  con>- 
from  a  republic  to  a  mere  confederacy,  may  be  plained  of,  is  perhaps  the  very  thing  which 
▼ery  particularly  attended  to.  It  adds  new  prevents  us  from  thinking  or  acting  as  mem- 
force  to  my  observations ;  and  indeed  M.  de  bers  for  districts.  Cornwall  elects  as  many 
Calonne*s  work  supplies  my  deficiencies  by  members  as  all  Scotland.  But  is  Cornwall 
many  new  and  striking  arguments  on  most  of  better  taken  care  of  than  Scotland  ?  Few  trou- 
the  subjects  of  this  letter.*  ble  their  heads  about  any  of  your  bases,  out  of 

It  is  this  resolution,  to  break  their  country  some  giddy  clubs.   Most  of  those  who  wish  for 

into  separate  republics,  which  has  driven  them  any  change,  upon  any  plausible  grounds,  desiro 

into  the  greatest  number  of  their  difiiculties  it  on  different  ideas. 

and  contradictions.    If  it  were  not  for  this,  all  Your  new  constitution  is  the  very  reverse  of 

the  questions   of  exact  equality,   and  these  ours  in  its  principle ;  and  I  am  astonished  how 

balances,  never  to  be  settled,  of  individual  any  persons  could  dream  of  holding  out  any 

rights,  population,  and  contribution,  would  be  thing  done  in  it  as  an  example  for  Great  Bri-. 

wholly  useless.     The  representation,  though  tain.    With  you  there  is  little,  or  rather,  no 

derived  from  parts,  would  be  a  duty  which  connection  between  the  last  representative  and 

equally  regarded  the  whole.    Each  deputy  to  the  first  constituent.    The  member  who  goes 

the  assembly  would  be  the  representative  of  to  the  national  assembly  is  not  chosen  by  the 

France,  and  of  all  its  descriptions,  of  the  many  people,  nor  accountable  to  them.    There  are 

and  of  the  few,  of  the  rich  and  of  the  poor,  of  three  elections  before  he  is  chosen :  two  sets 

the  great  districts  and  of  the  small.    All  these  of  magistracy  intervene  between  him  and  the 

districts  would  themselves  be  subordinate  to  primary  assembly,  so  as  to  render  him,  as  I 

some    standing  authority,   existing  indepen-  have  said,  an  ambassador  of  a  state,  and  not 

dently  of  them ;   an  authority  in  which  their  the  representative  of  the  people  within  a  state, 

representation,  and  every  thing  that  belongs  to  By  this  the  whole  spirit  of  the    election  is 

it,  originated,  and  to  which  it  was  pointed,  changed;  nor  can  any  corrective  yourconsti- 

Thb  standing,   unalterable,  fundamental  go-  tution-mongers  have  devised,  render  him  any 

▼emment  would  make,  and  it  is  the  only  thing  thing  else  than  what  he  is.     The  very  attempt 

which  could  make,  that  territory  truly  and  pro-  to  do  it  would  inevitably  introduce  a  confiision, 

perly  a  whole.     With    us,  when  we  elect  ifpossible,morehorridthan  the  present.  There 

popular  representatives,  we  send  them  to  a  is  no  way  to  make  a  connection  between  the 

eouncil,  in  which  each  man  individually  is  a  original  constituent  and  the  representative,  but 

subject,  and  submitted  to  a  government  com  by  the  circuitous  means  which  may  lead  the 

candidate  to  apply  in  the  first  instance  to  the 

♦  3m  L'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  888.  primary  electors,  in  order  that  by  their  tutho- 
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ritaUTe  iutnictioDs  (and  somethinf  mare  per-  riority  over  the  wisest  aod  moot  Yirtooos.  Af, 
hsps)  these  primary  dectors  may  force  the  two  in  the  end,  all  the  members  of  this  elective 
aooce«ding  bodies  of  elecun  to  make  a  choice  constitutioii  are  equally  fiigitive,  and  exist  only 
a^reeabie  to  their  wishes.  But  this  would  far  the  election,  they  ma.y  be  no  longer  the 
plainly  subvert  the  whole  scheme.  It  would  same  persons  who  had  chosen  him,  to  whom 
be  to  plunge  them  back  into  that  tumult  and  he  is  to  be-reqwnsible  when  he  solicits  for  a 
eonfusion  of  popular  election,  which  by  their  renewal  of  his  trust.  To  call  all  the  seocmdary 
interposed  gradation  of  elections,  they  mean  to  electors  of  the  Ckmtmune  to  account,  is  ridicu- 
•Toid,  and  at  length  to  risk  the  whole  fortune  loos,  impracticable,  and  unjust;  they  may  them- 
of  the  state  with  those  who  have  the  least  know-  s^res  have  heai  deceived  in  their  choice,  as 
ledge  of  it,  and  the  least  interest  in  it.  This  the  third  set  of  electors,  those  of  the  Depart- 
is  a  perpetual  dilemma,  into  which  they  are  aaen/,  may  be  in  theirs.  In  your  electi(Mis 
dvown  fay  the  vicious,  weak,  and  contradictory  responsibility  cannot  exist, 
principles  they  have  chosen.  Unless  the  peo-  Finding  no  sort  of  priDcifde  q£  coherence 
pie  break  up  and  level  this  gradation,  it  is  with  each  other  in  the  nature  and  coostitutioa 
plain  that  they  do  not  at  all  substantially  elect  of  the  several  new  republics  of  France,  I  coo- 
to  the  assembly ;  indeed  they  elect  as  little  in  sidered  what  cement  the  legislators  had  pro- 
appearance  as  reality.  vided  for  them  from  any  extraneous  materials. 
What  is  it  we  all  sedi  for  in  an  election?  Their  confederations,  theiripectac2es,  their  civic 
To  answer  its  real  purposes  ;  you  must  6rst  feasts,  and  their  enthusiasm,  I  take  no  notice 
possess  the  means  of  knowing  the  Btness  of  of;  they  are  nothing  but  mere  tricks ;  but  tra- 
your  man ;  and  then  you  must  retain  some  hold  cing  their  policy  through  their  actions,  I  think 
upon  him  by  personal  obligation  or  dependence.  I  can  distingui^  the  arrangements  by  which 
For  what  end  are  these  primary  electors  com-  they  propose  to  hold  these  republics  together, 
plimented,  or  rather  mocked  with  a  choice  ?  The  6rst,  is  the  confiacation,  with  the  compul- 
They  can  never  know  any  thing  of  the  qualities  sory  paper  currency  annexed  to  it ;  the  second, 
of  him  that  is  to  serve  them,  nor  has  he  any  is  Uie  supreme  power  d[  the  city  of  Paris ;  the 
obligation  whatsoever  to  them.  Of  all  the  third,  is  the  general  army  of  the  state.  Of 
powers  unfit  to  be  delegated  by  those  who  have  this  last  I  shall  reserve  what  I  have  to  say, 
any  real  means  of  judgmg,  that  most  peculiarly  tmtil  I  come  to  consider  the  anny  as  an  head 
ui^t  ti  what  relates  to  a  personal  dioice.    In  by  itsdf. 

case  of  abuse,  that  body  of  primary  electors  As  to  the  operation  of  the  first  (the  a»fis- 

never  can  call  the  representative  to  an  account  cation  and  paper  currency)  merely  as  a  cement, 

for  his  conduct.    He  is  too  far  removed  fitm  I  cannot  deny  that  these,  the  c»ie  dep«iding 

diem  in  the  chain  of  representation.    If  he  on  the  other,  may  for  some  time  compose  some 

acts  impr(^>erly  at  the  end  of  his  two  years'  sort  of  cement,  if  their  madness  and  folly  in 

lease,  it  does  not  concern  him  for  two  years  the  management,  and  in  the  tempering  of  the 

more.    By  the  new  French  constitution  the  parts  together,  does  not  produce  a  repu^ioo  in 

best  and  the  wisest  representatives  go  equally  the  very  outset.    But  allowing  to  the  scheme 

with  the  worst  into    this   Ldmbua  Patntm.  some  coherence  and  some  duration,  it  appears 

Their  bottoms  are  supposed  foul,  and   they  to  me,  that  if,  after  a  while,  the  confiscation 

must  go  into  dock  to  be  refitted.    Every  man  should  not  be  found  sufficient  to  support  the 

who  has  served  in  an  assembly  is  ineligible  tor  paper  coinage,  (as  I  am  morally  certain  it  will 

two  years  after.    Just  as  these  magistrates  not,)  then,  instead  of  cementing,  it  will  add 

begin  to  learn  their  trade,  like  chimney-swee-  infinitely  to  the  dissociation,  distraction,  and 

pers,  they  are  disqualified  for  exercising  it.  confusion  of  these  confederate  republics,  both 

Superficial,  new,  petulant  acquisition,  and  in-  with  relation  to  each  other,  and  to  the  several 

temipted,  dronish,  broken,  ill  recollection,  ia  parts  within  themselves.    But  if  the  confisca- 

to  be  the  destined  character  of  all  your  future  ijoa  shcKild  so  &r  succeed  as  to  sink  the  paper 

goyemours.    Your  constitution  has  too  much  currency,  the  cement  is  gone  with  the  circola- 

of  jealousy  to  have  much  of  sense  in  it    You  fion.    In  the  mean  time  its  binding  forc«  will 

consider  Uie  breach  of  trust  in  the  representa-  be  very  uncertain,  and  it  will  straitmi  or  rdai 

tivesoprincipally,  that  you  do  not  at  all  regard  with   every  variation  in    the  credit  of  the 

the  question  of  his  fitness  to  execute  it.  paper. 

This  purgatory  interval  is  not  unfavourable  One  thing  only  is  certain  in  this  scfaemo, 

to  a  faithless  representative,  who  may  be  aa  which   is  an  efiecl  seemingly  collateral,  but 

good  a  canvasser  as  he  was  a  bad  govemour.  direct,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  the  minds  of  those 

la  this  time  he  n^y  cabal  himself  into  a  stipe-  who  c<Hiduct  this  business,  that  is«  its  efiectia 
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^iMucing  an  OBgarohf  in  «VMy  one  of  the  ihip,  that  usury  is  not  tutor  of  agricultura; 

republics.    A  paper  circulation,  not  founded  and  if  the  word  **  enlightened"  be  understood 

on  any  real  money  deposited  or  engaged  for,  according  to  the  new  dicti(»iary,  as  it  always 

amounting  already  to  foup-and-forty  millions  is  in  your  new  schools,  I  cannot  conceive  how 

of  English  money,  and  this  currency  by  force  a  man's  not  believing  in  God  can  teach  him  to 

substituted  in  the  place  of  the  coin  of  the  king-  cultivate  the  earth  with  the  least  of  any  addi- 

dom,  becoming  thereby  the  substance  of  its  tional  skill  or  encouragement.    <<Diis  immor- 

revenue,  as  well  as  the  medium  of  all  its  com-  talibus  sero,"  said  an  old  Roman,  when  he  heki 

mercial  and  civil  intercourse,  must  put  the  oae  handle  of  the  plough,  whilst  Death  hekl 

whole  of  what  power,  authority  and  influence  the  other.    Though  you  were  to  join  in  the 

b  left,  in  any  form  whatsoever  it  may  assume,  commission  all  the  directors  of  the  two  acade- 

into  the  hands  of  the  managers  and  conductors  mies  to  the  directors  of  the  Caisse  <VJS9oompUf 

of  this  circulation.  an  okl  experienced  peasant  is  worth  them  all. 

InEngland  we  feel  the  influence  of  the  bank;  I  have  got  more  ii^ormation  upon  a  curious 

though  it  is  only  the  centre  of  a  vohmtary  dea-  and  interesting  branch  of  husbandry,  in  one 

ling.    He  knows  little  indeed  of  die  influence  riiort  conversation  with  an  old  Carthusian  monk, 

of  money  upon  mankind,  who  does  not  see  the  than  I  have  derived  from  all  the  Bank  direo- 

fbrce  of  the  management  of  a  monied  concern,  tors  that  I  have  ever  ccmversed  with.    How* 

which  is  so  much  more  extensive,  and  in  its  ever,  there  is  no  cause  for  apprehension  from 

nature  so  much  more  depending  on  the  mana-  the  meddling  of  money-dealers  with  rural  cbco- 

gers  than  any  of  ours.    But  this  is  not  merely  nomy.    These  gendemen  are  too  wise  in  their 

a  money  concern.    There  is  another  member  generation.    At  first,  perhaps,  their  tender  and 

in  the  system  inseparably  connected  with  this  susceptible  isoaginations  may  be  captivated 

money  management.    It  consists  in  the  meuis  with  the  innocent  and  unprofitable  delights  of 

of  drawing  out  at  discretion  portions  of  the  a  pastoral  life ;  but  in  a  little  time  they  will 

confiBcated  lands  for  sale ;  and  carrying  on  a  find  that  agriculture  is  a  trade  much  more  labo- 

process  of  continual  transmutation  of  pi^r  into  rious,  and  much  less  lucrative  than  that  which 

land,  and  land  into  paper.    When  we  fdlow  they  had  lefL    After  making  its  panegyric, 

this  process  in  its  effects,  we  may  ctmceive  they  will  turn  their  backs  on  it  like  their  great 

something  of  the  intensity  of  the  force  with  precursor  and  prototype.    They  may,  like  him, 

which  this   system   must  operate.    By  this  begin  by  singing  "  Beatua  t2(e"— but  what  wili 

means  the  spirit  of  money  jobbing  and  specu-  be  the  end? 
lation  goes  into  the  mass  of  land  itself,  and 

incorporates  with  it.  By  thiskind  of  operation  ^JJ^^l.KfrirruXs''"""' 

that  species  of  property  becomes  (as  it  were)  Omnem  relegit  Wibua  peouniam ; 

▼datiUsed ;  it  assumes  an  unnatural  and  mou-  Quaerit  calendis  ponere. 

■trous  activity,  and  thereby  throws  into  the 

hands  of  the  several  managers,  principal  and  They  will  cultivate  the  Ccine  <V  EgUae,  un- 

subordinate,  Parisian  aa\  provincial,  all  the  der  the  sacred  auspices  of  this  prelate,  with 

representative  of  money,  and  perhaps  a  full  much  more  profit  than  its  vine-yards  and  its 

tenth  part  of  all  the  land  in  .Vrance,  which  has  corn-fields.    They  will  employ  their  talents 

now  acquired  the  worst  and  most  pernicious  according  to  their  habits  and  their  interests, 

part  of  the  evil  of  a  paper  circulation,  the  They  wiU  not  follow  the  plough  whilst  they 

greatest  possible  uncertainty  in  its  value.  They  can  direct  treasuries,  and  govern  provinces, 
have  reversed  the  Latonian  kindness  to  the         Your  legislators,  in  every  thing  new,  are 

landed  property  of  Delos.    They  have  sent  the  very  first  who  have  founded  a  common- 

theirs  to  be  Wown  about,  like  the  light  frag-  wealth  upon  gaming,  and  infused  this  spirit 

ments  of  a  wreck,  trras  et  Uttora  drcum.  into  it  as  its  vital  breath.    The  great  object 

The  new  dealers  being  all  habitually  advent  in  these  politics  is  to  metamorphose  France, 
turera,  and  without  any  fixed  habits  or  local  from  a  great  kingdom  into  one  great  play- 
predilections,  will  purchase  to  job  out  again,  table ;  to  turn  its  inhabitants  into  a  nation  of 
as  the  market  of  paper,  or  of  money,  or  of  land  gamesters ;  to  make  speculation  as  extensive 
shaU  present  an  advantage.  For  though  a  holy  as  life;  to  mix  it  with  all  its  concerns  ; 
bishop  thinks  that  agriculture  will  derive  great  and  to  divert  the  whole  of  the  hopes  and  feara 
advantages  from  the  "  enUghlened"  usurers  of  the  people  from  their  usual  channels,  mto 
who  are  to  purchase  the  church  confiscations,  the  impulses,  passions,  and  superstitions  of 
I,  who  am  not  a  good,  but  an  oW  farmer,  with  those  who  live  on  chances.  They  loudly 
peat  humility  b^  leave  to  tell  his  late  lord-     proclaim  their  opinion,  that  this  their  present 
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■jstem  of  a  republic  cannot  possibly  exist  begin,  and  the  mordera  of  Paris  and  St  Den- 
without  this  kind  of  gaming  fund  ;  and  that  nis  may  be  renewed  all  through  France, 
the  very  thread  of  its  life  is  spun  out  of  the  What  signifies  the  empty  compliment  paid 
staple  of  these  speculations.     The  old  gaming  to  the  country  by  giving  it  perhaps  more  than 
in  funds  was  mischievous  enough  undoubtedly ;  its  share  in  the  theory  of  your  rei>resentation  ? 
but  it  was  so  only  to  individuals.    Even  when  Where  have  you  placed  the  real  power  over 
It  had  its  greatest   extent,  in  the  Mississippi  monied  and  landed  circulation  ?  Where  have 
and  South  Sea,  it  affected  but  few,  compa-  you  placed  the  means  of  raising  and  falling 
ratively;  where  it  extends  further,  as  in  lotte-  the  value  of  every   man's  freehold?   Those 
ries,  the  spirit  has  but  a  single  object.    But  whose  operations  can  take  from,  or  add  ten 
where  the  law,  which  in  most  circumstances  per  cent,  to,  the  possessions  of  every  man  in 
forbids,  and  in  none  countenances  gaming,  is  France,  must  be  the  masters  of  every  man  in 
itself  debauched,  so  as  to  reverse  its  nature  France.     The  whole  of  the  power  obtained 
and  policy,  and  expressly  to  force  the  subject  by  this  revolution  will   settle  in  the  towns 
to  this  destructive  table,  by  bringing  the  spirit  among  the  burghers,  and  the  noonied  directors 
and  symbols  of  gaming  into  the  minutest  mat-  who  lead  them.    The  landed  gentleman,  the 
ters,  and  engaging  every  body  in  it,  and  in  yeoman,  and  the  peasant,  have,  none  of  then, 
every  thing,   a  more  dreadful  epidemic  dis-  habits,  or  inclinations,  or  experience,  which 
temper  of  that  kind  is  spread  than  yet  has  ap-  can  lead  them  to  any  share  in  this  the  sole 
peared  in  the  world.    With  you  a  man  can  source  of  power  and  influence  now   left  in 
neither  earn  nor  buy  his  dinner,  without  a  France.    The  very  nature  <^  a  country  life, 
speculation.    What  he  receives  in  the  morning  tlie  yery  nature  of  landed  property,  in  all  the 
will  not  have  the  same  value  at  night.    What  occupations,  and  all  the  pleasures  they  afford, 
he  is  compelled  to  take  as  pay  for  an  old  debt,  render  combination  and  arrangement  (the  sole 
will  not  be  received  as  the  same  when  he  way  of  procuring  and  exerting  influence)  in 
comes  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  himself;  a  manner  impossible  among  country-people, 
nor  will  it  be  the  same  when  by  prompt  pay-  Combine  them  by  all  the  art  you  can,  and  all 
ment  he  would  avoid  contracting  any  debt  at  the  industry,  they  are  always  dissolving  into  in- 
all.    Industry  must  wither  away,     (^ccmomy  dividuali^.    Any  thing  in  the  nature  of  incor- 
must  be  driven  from  your  country.    Careful  poration  is  almost  impracticable  among  them, 
provision  will  have  no  existence.    Who  will  Hope,  fear,  alarm,  jealousy,   the  ephemeroos 
labour  without  knowing  the    amount  of  his  tale  that  does  its  business  and  dies  in  a  day, 
pay?    Who  will  study  to  increase  what  none  all  these  things,  which  are  the  reins  and  spurs 
can  estimate  ?  Who  will  accumulate,  when  by  which  leaders  check  or  urge  the  minds  of 
he  does  not  know  the  value  of  what  he  saves?  followers,  are  not  easily  employed,  or  hardly 
If  you  abstract  it  from  its  uses  in  gaming,  to  at  all,  among  scattered  people.     They  assem- 
accumulate  your  paper  wealth,  would   be  not  ble,  they  arm,  they  act  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
the  providence  of  a  man,  but  the  distempered  culty,  and  at  the  greatest  charge.     Their  ef^ 
instinctof  a  jackdaw.  forts,  if  ever  they  can  be  ccnnmenced,  cannot 
The  truly  melancholy  part  of  the  policy  of  be  sustained.     They   cannot  proceed  sjrste- 
systematically  making  a  nation  of  gamesters  matically.    If  the  country  gentlemen  attempt 
is  this ;  that  though  all  are  forced  to  play,  few  an  influence  through  the  mere  income  of  their 
can  understand  the  game ;  and  fewer  still  are  property,  what  is  it  to  that  of  those  who  have 
in    a  condition  to  avail  themselves  of  that  ten  times  their  income  to  sell,  and  who  can 
knowledge.    The  many  must  be  the  dupes  of  ruin  their  property  by  bringing  their  plunder 
the  few  who  conduct  the  machine  of  these  to  meet  it  at  msuicet?    If  the    landed  man 
speculations.    What  effect  it  must  have   on  wishes  to  mortgage,  he  falls  the  value  of  his 
the  country-people  is  visible.    The  townsman  land,  and  raises  the  value  of  assignats.     He 
can  calculate  from  day  to  day :  not  so  the  in-  augments  the  power  of  his  enemy  by  the  very 
habitant  of  the  country.    When  the  peasant  means  he  must  take  to    contend  with   him. 
first  brings  his  com  to  market,  the  magistrate  The  country  gentlemen  therefore,  the  officer 
in  the  towns  obliges  him  to  take  the  assignat  by  sea  and  land,  the  man  of  liberad  views  and 
at  par;  when  he  goes  to  the  shop  with  his  mo-  habits,  attached  to  no  profession,  will  be  as 
ney,  he  finds  it  seven  per  cent,  the  worse  for  completely  excluded  from  the  government  of 
crossing  the  way.    This  market  he  will  not  his  country  as  if  he  were  legislatively  pro- 
readily  resort  to  again.     The  towns-people  scribed.    It  is  obvious,  that  in  the  towns,  all 
will  be  inflamed !  they  will  f(wce  the  countiy-  the  things  which  conspire  against  the  country 
people  to  bring  their  com.    Resistance  will  gentlemen,  combine  in  favour  of  the  mooty 
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manager  and  director.    In  tovms  combination  the  power  ofParis,  now  become  the  centre  and 
is  natural     The  habits  of  burghers,  their  oc-  focus  of  jobbing,  that  the  leaders  of  this  faction 
cupations,  their  diversion,  their  business,  their  direct,  or  rather  command,  the  whole  legisla- 
idleness,  continually  bring  them  into  mutual  tive  and  the    whole    executive    government, 
contact.     Their  virtues  and  their  vices  are  Every  thing  therefore  must  be  done  which  can 
sociable;  they  are  always  in  garrison  ;   and  confirm  the  authority  of  that  city  over  the  other 
they  come  embodied  and  half  disciplined  into  republics.    Paris  is  compact;  she  has  an  enor* 
the  hands  of  those  who  mean  to  form  them  mous  strength,  wholly  disproportioned  to  the 
for  civil  or  military  action.  force  of  any  of  the  square  republics ;  and  this 
All  these  considerations  leave  no  doubt  on  strength  is  collected  and  condensed  within  a 
my  mind,  that  if  this  monster  of  a  constitution  narrow  compass.  Paris  has  a  natural  and  easy 
can  continue,  France  will  be  wholly  governed  connection  of  its  parts,  which  will  not  be  a  A 
by  the  agitators  in  corporations,  by  societies  fected  by  any  scheme  of  a  geometrical  consti- 
in  the  towns  formed  of  directors  in  assignats,  tution,  nor  does  it  much  signify  whether  its 
and  trustees  for  the  sale  of  church  lands,  attor-  proportion  of  representation  be  more  or  less, 
nies,  agents,  money  jobbers,  speculators,  and  since  it  has  the  whole  drafl  of  fishes  in  its  drag- 
adventurers,  composing  an  ignoble  oligarchy,  net.    The  other  divisions  of  the  kingdom  be- 
founded  on  the  destruction  of  the  crown,  the  ing  hackled  and  torn  to  pieces,  and  separated 
church,  the  nobility,  and  the  people.     Here  from  all  their  habitual  means,  and  even  prin- 
end  all  the  deceitful  dreams  and  visions  of  the  ciples  of  union,  cannot,  for  some  time  at  least, 
equality  and  rights  of  men.    In  **  the  Serbo-  confederate  against  her.    Nothing  was  to  be 
nian  bog'*  of  this  base  oligarchy  they  are  all  lefl  in  all  the  subordinate  members,  but  weak- 
absorbed,  sunk,  and  lost  for  ever.  ness,  disconnection,  and  confusion.    To  con- 
Though  human  eyes  cannot  trace  them,  one  firm  this  part  of  the  plan,  the  assembly  has 
would  be  tempted  to  think  some  great  offences  lately  come  to  a  resolution,  that  no  two  of  their 
in  France  must  cry  to  heaven,  which   has  republics  shall  have  the  same  commander  ia 
thought  fit  to  punish  it  with  a  subjection  to  a  chief. 

▼ile  and  inglorious  domination,  in  which  no  To  a  person  who  takes  a  view  of  the  whole, 

comfort  or  compensation  is  to  be  found  in  any,  the  strength  of  Paris  thus  formed,  will  appear 

even  of  those  false  splendours,  which,  playing  a  system  of  general  weakness.    It  is  boasted 

about  other  tyrannies,  prevent  mankind  from  that  the  geometrical  policy  has  been  adopted, 

feeling  themselves  dishonoured  even  whilst  they  that  all  local  ideas  should  be  sunk,  and  that 

are  oppressed.    I  must  confess  I  am  touched  the  people  should  be  no  longer  Gascons,  Pi- 

with  a  sorrow,  mixed  with  some  indignation,  cards,    Bretons,  Normans,  but  Frenchmen, 

at  the  conduct  of  a  few  men,  once  of  great  with  one  country,  one  heart,  and  one  assembly, 

rank,  and  still  of  great  character,  who,  deluded  But   instead   of  being   all   Frenchmen,  the 

with  specious  names,  have  engaged  in  a  busi-  greater  likelihood  is,  that  the  inhabitants  of 

ness  too  deep  for  the  line  of  their  understanding  that  region  will  shortly  have  no  country.    No 

to  fathom ;  who  have  lent  their  fair  reputation  man  ever  was  attached  by  a  sense  of  pride, 

and  the  authority  of  their  high-sounding  names,  partiality,  or  real'  affection,  to  a  description  of 

to  the  designs  of  men  with  whom  they  could  square  measurements.    He  never  will  glory  in 

not  be  acquainted;   and  have  thereby  made  belonging  to  the  Chequer  No.  71,  or  to  any 

their  very  virtues  operate  to  the  ruin  of  their  other  badge-ticket.    We  begin  our  public  afr 

country.  fections  in  our  families.    No  cold  relation  is  a 

So  far  as  to  the  first  cementing  principle.  zealous  citizen.   We  pass  on  to  our  neighbour- 

The  second  material  of  cement  for  their  hoods,  and  our  habitual  provincial  connections, 

new  republic  is  the  superiority  of  the  city  of  These  are  inns  and  resting  places.   Such  divi- 

Paris;  and  this  I  admit  is  strongly  connected  sions  of  our  country  as  have  been  formed  by 

with  tfie  other  cementing  principle  of  paper  habit,  and  not  by  a  sudden  jerk  of  authority, 

circulation  and  confiscation.    It  is  in  this  part  were  so  many  little  images  of  the  great  country 

of  the  project  we  must  look  for  the  cause  of  in  which  the  heart  found  something  which  it 

the  destruction  of  all  the  old  bounds  of  pro-  could  fill.    The  love  to  the  whole  is  not  ex- 

vinces  and  jurisdictions,  ecclesiastical  and  se-  tinguished  by  this  subordinate  partiality.   Per- 

cular,  and  the  dissolution  of  all  ancient  com-  haps  it  is  a  sort  of  elemental  training  to  those 

binations  of  things,  as  well  as  the  formation  of  higher  and  more  large  regards,  by  which  alone 

so  many  small  unconnected  republics.    The  men  come  to  be  affected,  as  with  their  own 

power  of  tlie  city  of  Paris  is  evidently  one  concern,  in  the  prosperity  of  a  kingdom  so 
gremt  spring  of  all  their  politics.    It  is  throu^  ^  extensive  as  that  of  France.    In  that  general 
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territory  itself,  as  in  the  old  name  of  provinces,  preme  power  exercised  by  the  people,  or  im- 

the  citizens  are  interested  from  old  prejudices  mediately  delegated  from  them,  and  the  mere 

and  unreasoned  habits,  and  not  on  account  of  executive.     Of  this  there  are  no  traces  in  your 

the  geometric  properties  of  its  figure.    The  constitution ;  and  in  providing  nothing  of  this 

power  and  pre-eminence  of  Paris  does  cer-  kmd,  your  Solons  and  Numas  have,  as  much 

tainly  press  down  and  hold  these  republics  as  in  any  thing  else,  discovered  a  sovereign 

together  as  long  as  it  lasts.    But,  for  the  rea-  incapacity. 

sons  I  have  already  given  you,  I  think  it  cannot        Let  us  now  torn  our  eyes  to  what  they  have 

last  very  long.  done  towards  the  formation  of  an  executive 

Passing  from  the  civil  creating  and  the  civil  power.    For  this  they  have  chosen  a  degraded 

cementing  principles  of  this  constitution,  to  the  king.    This  their  first  executive  officer  is  to 

national  assembly,  which  is  to  appear  and  act  be  a  machine,  without  any  sort  rf  deliberative 

as  sovereign,  we  see  a  body  in  its  constitution  discretion  in  any  one  act  of  his  fimction.    At 

with  every  possible  power,  and  no  possible  ex-  best  he  is  but  a  channel  to  c<miv^  to  the  na- 

temal  controul.    We  see  a  body  without  fun-  tional  assembly  such  matter  as  may  import 

damental  laws,  without  established  maxims,  that  body  to  know.    If  he  had  been  made  the 

without  respected  rules  of  proceeding,  which  exclusive  channel,  the  power  would  not  have 

nothing  can  keep   firm  to  any  system  what-  been  without  its  importance ;  though  infinitely 

■oever.     Their  idea  of  Uieir  powers  is  always  perilous  to  those  who  would  choose  to  exercise 

taken  at  the  utmost  stretch  of  legislative  com-  it.    But  public  intelligence  and  statement  of 

petency,  and  their  examples  for  commcHi  cases,  facts  may  pass  to  the  assembly,  with  equal 

from  the  exception  of  the  most  urgent  neces-  authenticity,  through  any  other  conveyance, 

sity.     The  future  is  to  be  in  most  respects  As  to  the  means,  therefore,  of  giving  a  direo 

like  the  present  assembly ;  but,  by  the  mode  tion  to  measures  by  the  statement  of  an  autho- 

of  the  new  elections  and  the  tendency  of  the  rized  reporter,  this  office  of  intelligence  is  as 

new  circulations,  it  will  be  purged  of  the  small  nothing. 

degree  of  internal  controul  existing  in  a  mino-         To  consider  the  French  scheme  of  an  cxe- 

rity  chosen  originally  from  various  interests,  cutive  officer,  in  its  two  natural  divisions  of 

and  preserving  something  of  their  spirit.    If  civil  and  political — In  the  first  it  must  be  ob- 

possible,  the  next  assembly  must  be  worse  than  served,  that,  according  to  the  new  ccmstitutioa, 

the  present.    The  present,  by  destroying  and  the  higher  parts  of  judicature,  in  either  of  its 

altering  every  thing,  will  leave  to  their  succes-  lines,  are  not  in  the  king.   The  king  of  France 

■ors  apparently  nothing  popular  to  do.    They  is  not  the  fountain  of  justice.    The  judges, 

will  be  roused  by  emulation  and  example  to  neither  the  original  nor  the  appellate,  are  of 

enterprises  the  boldest  and  the  most  absurd,  his  nomination.    He  neither  proposes  the  can- 

To  suppose  such  an  assembly  sitting  in  perfect  didates,  nor  has  a  negative  on  the  choice.    He 

quietude  is  ridiculous.  is  not  even  the  public  ];»'osecutor.    He  serves 

Your  all-sufficient  legislators,  in  their  hurry  cmly  as  a  notary  to  authenticate  the  choice 

to  do   every  thing  at  once,  have  forgot  one  made  of  the  judges  in  the  several  districts, 

thing  that  seems  essential,  and  which,  I  be-  By  his  officers  ho  is  to  execute  their  sentence, 

lieve,  never  has  been  before,  in  the  theory  or  When  we  look  into  tiie  true  nature  of  his 

the  practice,  omitted  by  any  projector  of  a  re-  authority,  he  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than 

public.    They  have  forgot  to  constitute  a  senate  f  a  chief  of  bumbailifi^,  Serjeants  at  mace,  catdt- 

or  something   of  that  nature  and  character,  poles,  jailers,  and  hangmen.'   It  is  impossible 

Never,  before  this  time,  was  heard  of  a  body  to  place  any  thing  cdled  royalty  in  a  more 

politic  composed  of  one  legislative  and  active  degrading  point  of  view.    A  thousand  times 

assembly,  and  its  executive  officers,  without  belter  had  it  been  for  the  dignity  of  this  im- 

such  a  council ;  without  something  to  which  happy  prince,  that  he  had  nothing  at  all  to  do 

foreign  states  might  connect  themselves ;  some-  with  the  administration  of  justice,  defNrived  as 

thing  to  which,  in  the  ordinary  detail  of  go-  he  is  of  all  tiiat  is  venerable,  and  all  that  is 

vemment,  the  people  could  look  up ;  something  consolatory  in  that  function,  without  power  of 

which  might  give  a  bias  and  steadiness,  and  originating  any  process ;  without  a  power  of 

preserve  something  like  consistency  in  the  pro-  suspension,    mitigation,  or    pardoo.     Evei7 

ceedings  of  state.    Such  a  body  kings  gene-  thing  in  justice  that  is  vile  and  odious  is 

rally  have  as  a  council.    A  monarchy  may  thrown  upon  him.    It  was  not  for  nothing  that 

exist  without  it ;  but  it  seems  to  be  in  the  the  assembly  has  been  at  such  pains  to  ranove 

very  essence  of  a  republican  government.    It  the  stigma  firom  certain  offices,  when  they 

hxAda  «t  sort  of  midcUe  place  between  the  su-  were  resolved  to  place  the  person  who  bad 
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ktely  been  their  king  in  a  situation  but  one  make  them  act  zealously  is  not  in  the  compe- 

degree  above  the  executioner,  and  in  an  office  tence  of  law.    Kings,  even  such  as  are  tnily 

nearljofthe  same  quality.    It  is  not  in  nature,  kings,  may  and  ought  to  bear  the  freedom  of 

that  situated  as  the  king  of  the  French  now  is,  subjects  that  are  obnoxious  to  them.    They 

he  can  respect  himself,  or  can  be  respected  by  may  too,  without  derogating  from  themselves, 

others.  bear  even  the  authority  of  such  persons  if  it 

View  this  new  executive  officer  on  the  side  promotes  their  service.  Louis  the  Xlllth 
of  his  political  capacity,  as  he  acts  under  the  mortally  hated  the  cardinal  de  Richelieu ;  but 
orders  of  the  national  assembly.  To  execute  his  support  of  that  minister  against  his  rivals 
laws  is  a  royal  office  ;  to  execute  orders  is  not  was  the  source  of  all  the  glory  of  his  reign,  and 
to  be  a  king.  However,  a  political  executive  the  solid  foundation  of  his  throne  itself.  Louis 
magistracy,  though  merely  such,  is  a  great  the  XlVth,  when  come  to  the  thrcHie,  did  pot 
trust.  It  is  a  trust  indeed  that  has  much  de-  love  the  cardinal  Mazarin ;  but  for  his  inte- 
pending  upon  its  faithfnl  and  diligent  perfbr-  rests  he  preserved  him  in  power.  When  old, 
mance,  both  in  the  person  presiding  in  it  and  he  detested  Louvois ;  but  for  years,  whilst  he 
in  all  its  subordinates.  Means  of  performing  faithfully  served  his  greatness,  he  endured  his 
this  duty  ought  to  be  given  by  regulation ;  and  person.  When  George  the  II.  took  Mr.  Pitt, 
dispositions  towards  it  ought  to  be  infused  by  who  certainly  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  into 
the  circomstances  attendant  on  the  trust.  It  his  councils,  he  did  nothing  which  could  humUe 
ought  to  be  environed  with  dignity,  authority,  a  wise  sovereign.  But  these  ministers,  who 
and  consideration,  and  it  ought  to  lead  to  glory,  were  chosen  by  affairs,  not  by  affections,  acted 
The  office  of  execution  is  an  office  of  exertion,  in  the  name  of,  and  in  trust  for,  ki^g ;  and  not 
It  is  not  from  impotence  we  are  to  expect  the  as  their  avowed,  constitutional,  and  ostensible 
taaks  of  power.  What  sort  of  person  is  a  king  masters.  I  think  it  impossible  that  any  king, 
to  command  executory  service,  who  has  no  when  he  has  recovered  his  first  terrours,  can 
means  whatsoever  to  reward  it  ?  Not  in  a  cordially  infuse  vivacity  and  vigour  into  mea- 
permanent  office ;  not  in  a  grant  of  land ;  no,  sures  which  he  knows  to  be  dictated  by  those 
not  in  a  pension  of  fifty  pounds  a  year ;  not  in  who  he  must  be  persuaded  are  in  the  highest 
the  vainest  and  most  trivial  title.  In  France  degree  ill  affected  to  his  person.  Will  any 
the  king  is  no  more  the  fountain  (^honour  than  ministers,  who  serve  such  a  king  (or  whatever 
he  is  the  fountain  of  justice.  All  rewards,  all  he  may  be  called)  with  but  a  decent  appear 
distinctions  are  in  other  hands.  Those  who  ranee  of  respect,  cordially  obey  the  orders  of 
serve  the  king  can  be  actuated  by  no  natural  those  whom  but  the  other  day  in  his  name 
motiTe  but  fear ;  by  a  fear  of  every  thing  except  they  had  committed  to  the  Bastile?  will  they 
their  master.  His  functions  of  internal  coer-  obey  the  orders  of  those  whom,  whilst  they 
cion  are  as  odious,  as  those  which  he  exercises  were  exercising  despotic  justice  upon  them, 
in  the  department  of  justice.  If  relief  is  to  be  they  conceived  they  were  treating  with  lenity ; 
given  to  any  municipality,  the  assembly  gives  and  flrom  whom,  in  a  prison,  they  thought  they 
it.  If  troops  are  to  be  sent  to  reduce  them  to  had  provided  an  asylum  ?  If  you  expect  sudi 
obedience  to  the  assembly,  the  king  is  to  obedience,  anxHig  your  other  innovations  and 
execute  the  order;  and  upon  every  occa-  regenerations,  you  ought  to  make  a  revolution 
sion  he  is  to  be  spattered  over  with  the  blood  in  nature,  and  provide  a  new  constitution  for 
of  his  people.  He  has  no  negative;  yet  his  the  human  mind.  Otherwise,  your  supreme  go- 
name  and  authority  is  used  to  enforce  every  vemment  cannot  harmonize  with  its  executory 
harsh  decree.  Nay,  he  must  concur  in  system.  There  are  cases  in  which  we  cannot 
the  butchery  of  those  who  shall  attempt  to  free  -  take  up  with  names  and  abstractions.  You 
him  from  his  imprisoimient,  or  shew  the  maycaJl  half  a  dozen  leading  individuals,  whom 
slightest  attachment  to  his  person  or  to  his  we  have  reason  to  fear  and  hate,  the  nation, 
ancient  authority.  It  makes  no  other  difference,  than  to  make  us 

Executive  magistracy  ought  to  be  constitu-  fear  and  hate  them  the  more.    If  it  had  been 

ted  ui  such  a  manner,  that  those  who  compose  thought  justifiable  and  expedient,  to  make  such 

it  crtKNiki  be  disposed  to  love  and  to  venerate  a  revolution  by  such  means,  and  through  such 

those  whom  they  are  bound  to  obey.    A  pur^  persons,  as  you  have  made  yours,  it  woukl  have 

posed  neglect,  or,  what  is  worse,  a  literal  but  been  more  wise  to  have  completed  the  businesi 

perverse  and  malignant  obedience,  must  be  the  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  of  October.    The  new 

ruin  of  the  wisest  councils.    In  vain  will  the  executive  officer  would  then  owe  his  situation 

law  attempt  to  anticipate  or  to  follow  such  to  those  who  are  his  creator!  as  well  as  hia 

studied  neglects  and  fi«udulent  attentions.    To  masters ;  and  he  might  be  bound  in  interest,  in 
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the  ■or.iety  of  crime,  and  (if  in  crimes  there  tempt  is  not  a  state  for  a  prince:  better  g«» 
eould  be  virtues)  in  gratitude  to  serve  those  rid  of  him  at  once. 
.  who  had  promoted  him  to  a  place  of  great  lucre  I  know  it  will  be  said  that  these  humours  in 
and  great  sensual  indulgence  ;  and  of  something  the  court  and  executive  government  will  con- 
more  :  for  more  he  must  have  received  from  tinue  only  through  this  generation ;  and  that 
those  who  certainly  would  not  have  limited  an  the  king  has  been  brought  to  declare  the  dau- 
aggrandized  creature,  as  they  have  done  a  sub-  phin  shall  be  educated  in  a  conformity  to  his 
roitting  antagonist.  situation.  If  he  b  made  to  conform  to  his 
A  king  circumstanced  as  the  present,  if  he  situation,  he  will  have  no  education  at  all. 
is  totally  stupiiied  by  his  misfortunes,  so  as  to  His  training  must  be  worse  even  than  that  of 
think  it  not  the  necessity,  but  the  premium  and  an  arbitrary  monarch.  If  he  reads — whether 
privilege  of  life,  to  eat  and  sleep,  without  any  he  reads  or  not,  some  good  or  evil  genius  will 
regard  to  glory,  can  never  be  fk  for  the  office,  tell  him  his  ancestors  were  kings.  Thence- 
If  he  feels  as  men  commonly  feel,  he  must  be  forward  his  object  HUist  be  to  assert  himself, 
sensible,  that  an  office  so  circumstanced  is  one  and  to  avenge  his  parents.  This  you  will  say 
in  which  he  can  obtain  no  fame  or  reputation,  is  not  his  duty.  That  may  be ;  but  it  is  na- 
He  has  no  generous  interest  that  can  excite  ture  ;  and  whilst  you  pique  nature  against  you, 
him  to  action.  At  best,  his  conduct  will  be  you  do  unwisely  to  trust  to  duty.  In  this  fu- 
passive  and  defensive.  To  inferiour  people  tile  scheme  of  poli^,  the  state  nurses  in  its 
such  an  office  might  be  matter  of  honour.  But  bosom,  for  the  presmt,  a  source  of  weakness, 
to  be  raised  to  it,  and  to  descend  to  it,  are  diflTe-  perplexity,  counteraction,  inefficiency,  and  de- 
rent  things,  and  suggest  different  sentiments,  cay ;  and  it  prepares  the  means  of  its  final 
Does  he  realb/  name  the  ministers  ?  They  ruin.  In  short,  I  see  nothii^  in  the  raecutive 
will  have  a  sympathy  with  him.  Are  they  force  (I  cannot  call  it  authority)  that  has  even 
forced  upon  him  ?  The  whole  business  be-  an  appearance  of  vigour,  or  that  has  the  smal- 
tween  them  and  the  nominal  king  will  be  rau-  lest  degree  of  just  correspondence  or  symmetry, 
toal  counteraction.  In  all  other  countries,  the  or  amicable  relation  with  the  supreme  power, 
office  of  ministers  of  state  is  of  the  highest  either  as  it  now  exists,  or  as  it  is  planned  for 
dignity.    In  Franco  it  is  full  of  peril  and  inca-  the  future  government. 

pable  of  glory.    Rivals  however  they  will  have  You  have  settled,  by  an  oeconomy  as  per> 
in  their  nothingness,  whilst  shallow  ambition  verted  as  the  policy,  two*  establishments  of 
exists  in  the  world,  or  the  desire  of  a  miserable  government;   one  real,  one  fictitious.    Both 
salary  is  an  incentive  to  short-sighted  avarice,  maintained  at  a  vast  expense ;  but  the  ficti- 
Those  competitors  of  the  ministers  are  ena-  tious  at,  I  think,  the  greatest.    Such  a  ma- 
bled  by  your  constitution  to  attack  them  in  chine  as  the  latter  is  not  worth  the  grease  of 
their  vital  parts,  whilst  they  have  not  the  means  its  wheels.    The  expense  is  exorbitant;  and 
of  repelling  their  charges  in  any  other  than  the  neither  the  show  nor  the  use  deserve  the  tenth 
degrading  character  of  culprits.    The  ministers  part  of  the  charge.    Oh !  but  I  don't  do  justice 
of  state  in  France  are  the  only  persons  in  to  the  talents  of  the  legislators :  I  don*t  allow, 
that  country  who  are  incapable  of  a  share  in  as  I  ou^t  to  do,  for  necessi^.    Their  scheme 
the  national  councils.  What  ministers !  What  of  executive  force  was  not  thoir  choice.    This 
councils !  What  a  nation ! — But  they  are  re-  pageant  must  be  kept     The  pecf)le  would  not 
sponsible.    It  is  a  poor  service  that  is  to  be  consent  to  part  with  it.     Right ;  I  understand 
had  from   responsibility.     The   elevation   of  you.    You  do,  in  spite  of  your  grand  theories, 
mind,  to  be  derived  from  fear,  will  never  make  to  which  you  would  have  heaven  and  earth  to 
a   nation  glorious.     Responsibility  prevents  bend,  you  do  know  how  to  conform  yourselves 
crimes.    It  makes    all  attempts   against  the  to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  things.  But 
laws  dangerous.     But  for  a  principle  of  active  when  you  were  obliged  to  conform  thus  (ar  to 
and  zealous  service,  none  but  idiots  could  think  circumstances,  you  ought  to  have  carried  your 
of  it.    Is  the  conduct  of  a  war  to  be  trusted  to  submission  farther,  and  to  have  made  what  you 
a  man  who  may  abhor  its  principle ;  who,  in  were  obliged  to  take,  a  proper  instrument,  and 
every  step  he  may  take  to  render  it  success-  useful  to  its  end.     That  was  in  your  power, 
fill,  confirms  the  power  of  those  by  whom  he  is  For  instance,  among  many  others,  it  was  in 
oppressed  ?     Will    foreign    states    seriously  your  power  to  leave  to  your  king  the  right  of 
treat  with  him  who  has  no  prerogative  of  peace  peace  and  war.    What ;  to  leave  to  the  exe- 
or  war;  no,  not  so  much  as  in  a  single  vote  by 

himself  or  his  ministers,  or  by  any  one  whoi  ♦  i„  reality  three,  to  reckon  the  profiadil 

he  can  possibly  ufluence?    A  state  of  coo*  republican  establishments. 
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eutive  magistrate  the  most  dangerous  of  all  execute,  without  power ;  they  are  to  be  respon- 
prerogatives  ?  I  know  none  more  dangerous;  sible,  without  discretion ;  they  are  to  delibe- 
nor  any  one  more  necessary  to  be  so  trusted,  rate,  without  choice.  In  their  puzzled  situa- 
I  do  not  say  that  this  prerogative  ought  to  be  tion,  under  two  sovereigns,  over  neither  of 
trusted  to  your  king,  unless  he  enjoyed  other  whom  they  have  any  influence,  they  must  act 
auxiliary  trusts  along  with  it,  which  he  does  in  such  a  manner  as  (in  effect,  whatever  they 
not  now  hold.  But,  if  he  did  possess  them,  may  intend)  sometimes  to  betray  the  one, 
hazardous  as  they  are  undoubtedly,  advantages  sometimes  the  other,  and  always  to  betray 
would  arise  from  such  a  constitution,  more  themselves.  Such  has  been  their  situation; 
than  compensating  the  risk.  There  is  no  such  must  be  the  situation  of  those  who  sue- 
other  way  of  keeping  the  several  potentates  of  ceed  them.  I  have  much  respect,  and  many 
Europe  from  intriguing  distinctly  and  person-  good  wishes,  for  Mr.  Necker.  I  am  obliged 
ally  with  the  members  of  your  assembly,  from  to  him  for  attentions.  I  thought  when  his  ene- 
intermeddling  in  all  your  concerns,  and  fomen-  mies  had  driven  him  from  Versailles,  that  his 
ting,  in  the  heart  of  your  country,  the  most  exile  was  a  subject  of  most  serious  congratu- 
pemicious  of  all  factions  ;  factions  in  the  inte-  lation — sedmuUce  tirbesetpubUcatxttavicerurU, 
rest  and  under  the  direction  of  foreign  powers.  He  is  now  sitting  on  the  ruins  of  the  finances, 
From  that  worst  of  evils,  thank  God,  we  are  and  of  the  monarchy  of  France, 
still  free.  Your  skill,  if  you  had  any,  would  A  great  deal  more  might  be  observed  on  the 
be  well  employed  to  find  out  indirect  correc-  strange  constitution  of  the  executory  part  of 
tives  and  controuls  upon  this  perilous  trust,  the  new  government;  but  fatigue  must  give 
If  you  did  not  like  those  which  in  England  we  bounds  to  the  discussion  of  subjects,  which  in 
have  chosen,  your  leaders  might  have  exerted  themselves  have  hardly  any  limits, 
their  abilities  in  contriving  better.  If  it  were  As  little  genius  and  talent  am  I  able  to  per- 
necessary  to  exemplify  the  consequences  of  ceive  in  the  plan  of  judicature  formed  by  the 
such  an  executive  government  as  yours,  in  the  national  assembly.  According  to  their  inva- 
naanagement  of  great  affairs,  I  should  refer  you  riable  course,  the  framers  of  your  constitution 
to  the  reports  of  M.de  Montmorin  to  the  na-  have  begun  with  the  utter  abolition  of  the  par- 
tional  assembly,  and  all  the  other  proceedings  liaments.  These  venerable  bodies,  like  the 
relative  to  the  differences  between  Great  Bri-  rest  of  the  old  government,  stood  in  need  of 
tain  and  Spain.  It  would  be  treating  your  reform,  even  though  there  should  be  no  change 
understanding  with  disrespect  to  point  them  made  in  the  monarchy.  They  required  seve- 
out  to  you.  ral  more  alterations  to  adapt  diem  to  the  sys- 
I  hear  that  the  persons  who  are  called  minis-  tem  of  a  free  constitution.  But  they  had  par- 
ters  have  signified  an  intention  of  resigning  ticulars  in  their  constitution,  and  those  not 
their  places.  I  am  rather  astonished  that  they  a  few,  which  deserved  approbation  from  the 
have  not  resigned  long  since.  For  the  uni-  wise.  They  possessed  one  fundamental  ex- 
verse  I  would  not  have  stood  in  the  situation  cellence ;  they  were  independent.  The  most 
in  which  they  have  been  for  this  last  twelve-  doubtful  circumstance  attendant  on  their  office, 
month.  They  wished  well,  I  take  it  for  grant-  that  of  its  being  vendible,  contributed  however 
ed,  to  the  revolution.  Let  this  fact  be  as  it  to  this  independency  of  character.  They  held 
may,  they  could  not,  placed  as  they  were  upon  for  life.  Indeed  they  may  be  said  to  have  held 
an  eminence,  though  an  eminence  of  humilia-  by  inheritance.  Appointed  by  the  monarch, 
tion,  but  be  the  first  to  see  collectively,  and  to  they  were  considered  as  nearly  out  of  his 
feel  each  in  his  own  department,  the  evils  power.  The  most  determined  exertions  of 
which  have  been  produced  by  that  revolution,  that  authority  against  them  only  shewed  their 
In  every  step  which  they  took,  or  forbore  to  radical  independence.  They  composed  per- 
take,  they  must  have  felt  the  degraded  situa-  manent  bodies  politic,  constituted  to  resist 
tion  of  their  country,  and  their  utter  incapa-  arbitrary  innovation  :  and  from  that  corporate 
city  of  serving  it.  They  are  in  a  species  of  constitution,  and  from  most  of  their  forms,  tliey 
subordinate  servitude,  in  which  no  men  before  were  well  calculated  to  afiford  both  certainty 
them  were  ever  seen.  Without  confidence  and  stability  to  the  laws.  They  had  been  a 
from  their  sovereign,  on  whom  they  were  safe  asylum  to  secure  these  laws,  in  all  the 
forced,  or  from  the  assembly  who  forced  them  revolutions  of  humour  and  opinion.  They  had 
upon  him,  all  the  noble  functions  of  their  office  saved  that  sacred  deposit  of  the  country  during 
are  executed  by  committees  of  the  assembly,  the  reigns  of  arbitrary  princes,  and  the  strug* 
without  any  regard  whatsoever  to  their  per-  gles  of  arbitrary  factions.  They  kept  alive 
sonal,  or  their  official  authority.    They  are  to  the  memory  and  record  of  the  constitution. 
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They  were  the  great  security  to  private  pro-  they  were  dissolTed  in  1771. — ^TiioM  who  have 

perty;  which  might  be  said  (when  personal  again  dissolved  them  woold  have  done  Ae 

liberty  had  no  existence)  to  be,  in  &ct,  as  well  same  if  they  ooold—bnt  bodi  inquisitioiM  hiF 

guaided  in  France  as  in  any  other  country,  ving  failed,  I  conclude,  that  gross  pectmiary 

Whatever  is  supreme  in  a  state,  ought  to  have,  comiption  must  have  been  rather  rare  among 

as  mudi  as  possible,  its  judicial  authority  so  them. 

constituted  as  not  only  not  to  depend  upon  it,  It  would  have  been  prudent,  along  with  the 

but  in  some  sort  to  balance  it.    It  ought  to  parliaments,  to  preserve  their  ancieDt  power 

give  a  security  to  its  justice  against  its  power,  of  registering,  ajad  of  remonstrating  at  least, 

It  ought  to  make  its  judicature,  as  it  were,  upon  all  the  decrees  of  the  nati<Mial  assembly, 

something  ezteriour  to  the  state.  as  they  did  upon  those  whidi  passed  in  the 

These  parliaments  had  furnished,  not  the  time  of  the  monarchy.    It  would  be  a  means 

best  certainty,  but  some  considerable  correc-  of  squaring  the  occasional  deorees  of  a  demo- 

tive  to  the  eicesses  and  vices  of  the  monarchy,  cracy  to  some  principles  of  general  jorispni- 

Such  an  independent  judicature  was  ten  times  dence.    The  vice  of  the  ancient  democracies, 

more  necessary  when  a  democracy  became  and  one  cause  of  their  ruin,  vras,  that  Ihej 

the  absolute  power  of  the  country.    In  that  ruled,   as  you  do,   by  occasional   decrees, 

constitution,  elective,  temporary,  local  judges,  psephismata.    This  practice  soon  broke  in 

such  as  you  have  contrived,  exercising  their  upon  the  tenour  and  consistency  of  the  laws; 

dependent  functions  in  a  narrow  society,  must  it  abated  the  respect  of  the  people  towaida 

be  the  worst  of  all  tribunals.     In  them  it  will  them ;  and  totally  destroyed  them  in  the  end. 

be  vain  to  look  for  any  appearance  of  justice  Your  vesting  the  power  of  remonstrance, 

towards  strangers,  towards  the  obnoxious  rich,  which,  in  the  time  ci*  the  monardiy,  existed 

towards  the  minority  of  routed  parties,  towards  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  in  your  principal 

all  those  who  in  Ae  election  have  supported  executive  <^cer,  whom,  in  spite  of  common 

unsuccessful  candidates.    It  will  be  impossible  sense,  yon  peisevere  in  calling  king,  is  the 

to  keep  the  new  tribunals  clear  of  the  worst  height  of  absurdity.   You  ought  never  to  sufier 

spirit  of  faction.    All  contrivances  by  ballot,  remonstrance  from  him  ydKi  is  to  execute^ 

we  know  experimentally  to  be  vain  and  chU-  This  is  to  understand  neither  council  nor  exe> 

dish  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  inclinations,  cution;  neither  authority  nor  obedience.    The 

Where  they  may  the  best  answer  the  pur-  person  whom  you  call  king,  ought  not  to  have 

poses  of  concealment,  they  answer  to  produce  this  power,  or  he  ought  to  have  more, 

suspicion,  and  this  is  a  still  more  mischievous  Your  present  arrangement  is  strictly  judi 

cause  of  partiality.  cial.    Instead  of  imitating  your  monarchy. 

If  the  parliaments  had  been  preserved,  in-  and  seating  your  judges  on  a  bench  of  inde* 

stead  of  being  dissolved  at  so  ruinous  a  change  pendence,  your  object  is  to  reduce  them  to  the 

to  the  nation,  they  mig^t  have  served  in  this  most  blind  obedience.    As  you  have  changeiC 

new  commonweaMh,  perhi^ra  not  precisely  the  all  things,  you  have  invented  new  principles 

same  (I  do  not  mean  an  exact  parallel)  but  of  order.    You  first  appoint  judges,  who,  1 

near  the  same  purposes  as  the   court  and  suppose,  are  to  determine  according  to  law, 

senate  of  Areopagus  did  in  Athens;  that  is,  and  then  you  let  them  know,  that,  at  Boam 

as  one  of  the  balances  and  correctives  to  the  time  or  other,  you  intend  to  give  them  «ome 

evils  of  a  light  and  unjust  democracy.    Every  law  by  which  they  are  to  determine.    Any 

one  knovra  that  this  tribunal  was  the  great  studies  which  they  have  made  (if  any  they 

stay  of  that  state ;  every  one  knows  with  what  have  made)  are  to  be  useless  to  them.    But  ta 

care  it  was  upheld,  and  with  whiU  a  religious  supply  these  studies,  they  are  to  be  sworn  to 

awe  it  was  consecrated.    The  parliaments  obey  all  the  rules,  orders,  and  instructions, 

were  not  wholly  free  from  faction,  I  admit ;  which  from  time  to  time  they  are  to  receivf 

but  this  evil  was  exteriour  and  accidental,  and  from  the  national  assembly.     These  if  they 

not  so  much  the  vice  of  their  constitution  submit  to,  they  leave  no  ground  <^  law  to  th« 

itself,  as  it  must  be  in  your  new  contrivance  subject.     They  become  complete  and  moat 

of  sexennial  elective  judicatories.     Several  dangerous  mstruments  in  the  hands  of  the 

Englirii  commend  the  abolition  of  the  old  tri-  goveniing  power,  which,  in  the  midst  of  a 

buinJs,  as   supposing  that   they  determined  cause,  or  on  the  prospect  of  it,  may  wholly 

every  thing  by  bribery  and  corruption.    But  change  the  rule  of  decision.    If  these  orden 

they  have  stood  the  test  of  monardiic  and  of  the  national  assembly  come  to  be  oontraiy 

republican  scrutiny.    The  court  was  well  dis-  to  the  will  of  the  people,  who  locally  dioose 

oosed  to  prove  corruption  on  those  bodies  when  those  judges,  such  oMifusioD  must  liapp«i  aa 
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is  terrible  to  thidc  of.    For  the  judges  owe  porations.     However,  to  be  subject  to  the 

their  place  to  the  local  authority ;  and  the  j^easure  c^  that  assembly,  is  not  to  be  suu« 

commands  they  are  sworn  to  obey  come  from  ject  to  law,  either  for  protection  or  for  cod- 

those  who  have  no  share  in  their  appointment,  straint. 

In  the  mean  time  they  have  the  example  of  This  establishment  of  judges  as  yet  wants 

the  court  of  ChateUt  to  encourage  and  guide  something  to  its  completion.     It  is  to  be 

them  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions.    That  crowned  by  a  new  tribunal.    This  is  to  be  a 

court  is  to  try  criminals  sent  to  it  by  the  na-  grand  state  judicature ;  and  it  is  to  judge  of 

tional  assembly,  or  brought  before  it  by  other  crimes  committed  against  the  nation,  that  is, 

courses  of  delation.    They  sit  under  a  guard,  against  the  power  of  the  assembly.    It  seems 

to  save  their  own  lives.    They  know  not  by  as  if  they  had  something  in  their  view  of  the 

what  law  they  judge,  nor  under  what  authority  nature  of  the  high  court  of  justice  erected  in 

they  act,  nor  by  what  tenure  they  hold.    It  is  England  during  the  time  of  the  great  usuiw 

thought  that  they  are  sometimes  obliged  to  pation.     As  they  have  not  yet  finbhed  this 

condemn  at  peril  of  their  lives.    This  is  not  part  of  the  scheme,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a 

perhaps  certain,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained;  but  direct  judgment  upon  it.    However,  if  great 

when  they  acquit,  we  know  they  have  seen  the  care  is  not  taken  to  form  it  in  a  spirit  very 

persons  whom  they  discharge,  with  perfect  im-  different  from  that  which  has  guided  them  in 

punity  to  the  actors,  hanged  at  the  door  of  their  proceedings  relative  to  state  offences, 

their  court.  this  tribunal,  subservient  to  their  inquisition, 

The  assembly  indeed  promises  that  they  the  oomtnittee  of  reaeardif  will  extinguish  the 

will  form  a  body  of  law,  which  shall  be  short,  last  sparks  of  liberty  in  France,  and  settle 

simple,  clear,  and  so  forth.    That  is,  by  their  the  most  dreadful  and  arbitrary  tyranny  ever 

short  laws,  they  will  leave  much  to  the  discre-  known  in  any  nation.    If  they  wish  to  give  to 

tion  of  the  judge ;  whilst  they  have  exploded  this  tribunal  any  appearance  of  liberty  and 

the  authority  of  all  the  lesiming  which  could  justice,  they  must  not  evoke  from,  or  send  to 

make  judicial  discretion  (a  thing  perilous  at  it,  the  causes  relative  to  their  own  members, 

best)  deserving  the  appellation  of  a  sound  dis-  at  their  pleasure.    They  must  also  remove 

cretion.  the  seat  of  that  tribunal  out  of  the  republic  of 

It  is  curious  to  observe,  that  the  adminis-  Paris.'*' 

trative  bodies  are  carefully  exempted  from  the  Has  more  wisdom  been  displayed  in  the 

jurisdiction  of  these  new  tribunals.    That  is,  constitution  of  your  army  than  what  is  disco- 

those  persons  are  exempted  from  the  power  of  verable  in  your  plan  of  judicature  ?    The  abla 

the  laws,  who  ought  to  be  the  most  entirely  arrangement  of  this  part  is  the  more  difficult, 

submitted  to  them.    Those  who  execute  public  and  requires  the  greater  skill  and  attention, 

pecuniary  trusts,  ought  of  all  men  to  be  the  not  only  as  a  great  concern  in  itself,  but  as  it 

most  strictly  held  to  their  duty.    One  would  is  the  third  cementing  principle  in  the  new 

have  thought  that  it  must  have  been  among  body  of  republics,  which  you  call  the  French 

your  earliest  cares,  if  you  did  not  mean  that  nation.    Truly  it  is  not  easy  to  divine  what 

those  administrative  bodies   should  be  real  that  army  may  become  at  last.    You  have 

sovereign  independent  states,  to  form  an  awful  voted  a  very  large  one,  and  on  good  appoint- 

tribunal,  like  your  late  parliaments,  or  like  ments,  at  least  fully  equal  to  your  apparent 

our  kingVbench,  where  all  corporate  officers  means  of  payment.    But  what  is  the  principle 

might  obtain  protection  in  the  legal  exercise  of  of  its  discipline  ?    or  whom  is  it  to  obey  ? 

their  functions,  and  would  find  coercion  if  they  You  have  got  the  wolf  by  the  ears,  and  I 

trespassed  against  their  legal  duty.    But  the  wish  you  joy  of  the  happy  position  in  which 

cause  of  the  exemption  is  plain.    These  ad-  you  have  chosen  to  place  yourselves,  and  in 

ministrative  bodies  are  the  great  instruments  which  you  are  well  circumstanced  for  a  free 

of  the  present  leaders  in  their  progress  through  deliberation,  relatively  to  that  army,  or  to  any 

democracy  to  oligarchy.    They  must  therefore  thing  else. 

be  put  above  the  law.    It  will  be  said,  that  the  The  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  the 

legal  tribunals  which  you  have  made  are  unfit  war  department  is  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pio. 

to  coerce  them.   They  are  undoubtedly.    They  This  gentleman,  like  his  colleagues  in  admi^ 

are  unfit  for  any  rational  purpose.    It  will  be  nistration,  is  a  most  zealous  asserter  of  the 
said  too,  that  the  administrative  bodies  will  be 

accountable  to  the  general  assembly.    This  I  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  elucldaUons  upon  the  subject  of 

fear  is  talking,  without  much  consideration,  of  ^11  these  judicatures,  and  of  the  committee  of 

ihe  nature  of  that  assembly,  or  of  these  cor-  research,  see  M.  de  CalonneHi  work. 
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rerohttion,  and  a  sanguine  admirer  of  the  new  .  carioos  life  in  the  boson  of  disgart  and  humi* 

C(Mistitution,  which  originated  in  that  event.  liaticML     To  fill  up  the  measure  of  all  these 

His  statement  of  facts,  relative  to  the  military  horrours,  the  commandants  of  places  have  had 

of  France,  is  important,  not  only  from  his  their  throats  cut,  under  the  eyes,  and  almost  in 

official  and  personal  authority,  bat  because  it  the  arms  cf  their  own  soldiers. 

displays  very  clearly  the  actual  oxidition  of  "  These  evils  are  great ;  but  they  are  not 

the  amy  in  France,  and  because  it  throws  die  worst  consequences  which  may  be  prey 

light  on  the  princifdes  upon  which  the  as-  duced  by  such  military  insurrections.    Sooner 

■emUy  proceeds,  in  the  administrati<xi  of  this  or  later  they  may  menace  the  nation  itselC 

critical  object.     It  may  enable  us  to  fimn  The  nature  of  tHngt  reqtarea  that  the  army 

■ome  judgment,  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  should  never  act  but  as  an  mstnanaU.    TIm 

in  this  country  to  imitate  the  martial  policy  of  moment  that,  erecting  itself  into  a  deliberate 

France.  body,  it  shall  act  according  to  its  own  r»oln- 

M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  on  the  fourth  of  last  tions,  the  gwemmentj  be  it  what  U  may,  wUl 

June,  cotaea  to  give  an  account  of  the  state  immediatdy  degenerate  into  a  noHttay  demo- 

of  hiis  department,  as  it  exists  under  die  ausi-  ercuy;  a  species  of  political  monster,  whidi 

pices  of  the  national  assembly.     No  man  has  always  ended  by  devouring  those  who 

knows  it  so  well ;  no  man  can  express  it  have  produced  it 

better.  Addressing  himself  to  the  national  "  After  all  this,  who  must  not  be  alarmed  at 
assemUy,  he  says,  "  His  majesty  has  thu  dcy  the  irregular  consultations,  and  turbulent  com- 
sent  me  to  apprise  you  of  the  multiplied  dis-  mittecs,  formed  in  some  re^ments  by  the 
orders  o£  which  every  day  he  receives  the  common  soldiers  and  non-«omnrissioned  offi- 
most  distressing  intelligence.  The  army  (le  cers,  without  the  knowledge,  or  even  in  coo- 
corps  militaire)  threatens  to  fall  into  the  most  tempt  of  the  authority  of  their  soperiours ; 
turbulent  anarchy.  Entire  regiments  have  although  the  presence  and  concurrence  of  those 
dared  to  violate  at  once  the  respect  due  to  the  superiours,  could  give  no  authority  to  sudi 
laws,  to  Uie  king,  to  the  order  established  by  monstrous  democratic  assemblies^  [cornices.]" 
your  decrees,  and  to  the  oaths  which  they  have  It  is  not  necessaiy  to  add  much  to  this 
taken  with  the  most  awful  solemnity.  Cata-  finished  picture :  finished  as  far  as  its  canvass 
polled  by  my  duty  to  give  you  information  of  admits;  but,  as  I  apprehend,  not  taking  in  the 
these  excesses,  ray  heart  bleeds  when  I  cmh  whole  of  the  nature  and  complexity  oS  the  di»- 
sider  who  they  are  that  have  committed  them,  orders  of  diis  military  democracy,  which,  the 
Those,  against  whom  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  minister  at  war  truly  and  wisely  observes, 
withhold  the  most  grievous  complaints,  are  a  wherever  it  exists,  mast  be  the  true  constitu- 
part  of  that  very  soldiery  which  to  this  day  tion  cS  the  state,  by  whatever  formal  appella- 
have  been  so  full  of  honour  and  loyalty,  and  tion  it  may  pass.  For,  though  he  informs  the 
with  whom,  for  fifly  years,  I  have  lived  the  assembly  that  the  more  considerable  part  ti 
comrade  and  the  friend.  the  tawy  have  not  cast  off  their  obedience, 

"  What  incomprehensible  spirit  of  delirium  but  are  still  attached  to  their  duty,  yet  those 

and  delusion  has  all  at  once  led  them  astray?  travellers  who  have  seen  the  corps  whose  con- 

Whilst  you  are  indefatigable  in  establishing  duct  is  the  best,  rather  observe  in  them  the 

uniformity  in  the  empire,  and  moulding  the  absence  of  mutiny  than  the  existence  of  di*- 

whole  into  one  coherent  and  consistent  body ;  cipline. 

whilst  the  French  are  taught  by  you,  at  once  I  cannot  help  pausing  here  for  a  moment,  to 

the  respect  which  the  laws  owe  to  the  rights  reflect  upon  the  expressions  of  surprise  which 

of  man,  and  that  which  the  citizens  owe  to  this  minister  has  letfall,  relative  to  the  excesses 

the  laws,  the  administration  of  the  army  pre«  he  relates.    To  him  the  departure  of  the  troops 

sents  nothing  but  disturbance  and  confusion,  from  their  ancient  principles  of  loyalty  and 

I  see  in  more  than  one  corps  the  bonds  of  dis-  honour  seems  quite  inconceivable.      Surely 

cipline  relaxed  or  broken ;  the  most  unheard-  those  to  whom  he  addresses  himself  know  the 

of  pretensions  avowed  directly  and  without  causes  of  it  but  too  well.    They  know  the  doo 

any  disguise  ;  the  ordinances  without  force ;  trines  which  they  have  preached,  the  degrees 

the  chidb  without  authority ;  the  military  chest  which  they  have  passed,  the  practices  which 

and  the  colours  carried  off;  the  authority  of  they  have  countenanced.    The   soldiers   re- 

the  king  himself  ]nswn  teneatiel  proudly  de-  member  the  6th  of  October.    They  recollect 

iied;  the  officers  despised,  degraded,  threa-  the  French  guards.    They  have  not  fcMrgot  the 

tenisd,  driven  away,  and  some  of  them  prisoners  taking  of  the  king's  castles  in  Paris,  and  at 

in  the  midst  of  their  corps,  dragging  on  a  pre-  Mareeilles.     That  the  govemours  in    both 
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pbcw  were  murdered  with  impunity,  is  a  Act  ciency,  and  they  multiply  oaths  in  proportion 
tibat  has  not  passed  out  of  their  miiids.  They  as  they  weaken,  in  the  minds  of  ma[i,  the 
do  not  abandon  the  principles  laid  down  so  sanctions  of  religi<m.  I  hope  that  handy 
ostentatiously  and  laboriously  of  the  equality  abridgments  of  the  excellent  sermons  of  Yol- 
of  men.  They  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  the  taire,  d'Alerabert,  Diderot,  and  Helvetius,  on 
degradation  of  the  whole  noblesse  of  France ;  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  on  a  particular 
and  the  suppression  of  the  very  idea  of  a  gen-  superintending  Providence,  and  on  a  Future 
tleman.  The  total  abolition  of  titles  and  dis-  State  of  Rewards  and  Punishments,  are  sent 
tinctions  is  not  lost  upon  them.  But  M.  du  down  to  the  soldiers  along  with  their  civic 
Pin  is  astonished  at  their  disloyalty,  when  the  oaths.  Of  this  I  have  no  doubt ;  as  I  under- 
doctors  of  the  assembly  have  taught  them  at  stand  that  a  certain  description  of  reading 
the  same  time  the  respect  due  to  laws.  It  is  makes  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their  military 
easy  to  judge  which  of  the  two  sorts  of  les-  *  exercises,  and  that  they  are  full  as  well  sup- 
sons  men  with  arms  in  their  hands  are  likely  plied  with  the  ammuniticm  of  pamphlets  as 
to  learn.    As  to  the  authority  of  the  king,  we  of  cartridges. 

may  c(^ect  from  the  minister  himself  (if  any  To  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  con- 
argument  on  that  head  were  not  quite  super-  spiracies,  irregular  consultations,  seditious 
fluous)  that  it  is  not  of  more  consideration  committees,  and  monstrous  democratic  assem- 
with  these  troops,  than  it  is  with  every  body  blies  ['  comitia,  cornices']  of  the  soldiers,  and 
else.  "  The  king,"  says  he,  "has  over  and  all  the  disorders  arising  from  idleness,  luxury, 
over  again  repeated  his  orders  to  put  a  stop  dissipation,  and  insubordination,  I  believe  the 
to  these  excesses :  but,  in  so  terrible  a  crisis,  most  astonishing  means  have  been  used  that 
jfour  {the  assembly's]  concurrence  is  become  ever  occurred  to  men,  even  in  all  the  inven- 
iodispensably  necessary  to  prevent  the  evils  tions  of  this  prolific  age.  It  is  no  less  than 
which  menace  the  state.  You  unite  to  the  this : — The  king  has  promulgated  in  circular 
force  of  the  legislative  power,  that  of  apinwn  letters  to  all  the  regiments  his  direct  authority 
still  more  important.''  To  be  sure  the  army  and  encouragement,  that  the  several  corps 
can  have  no  opinion  of  the  power  or  authori^  should  join  themselves  with  the  clubs  and 
of  the  king.  Perhaps  the  soldier  has  by  this  confederations  in  the  several  municipalities, 
time  learned,  that  the  assembly  itself  does  not  and  mix  with  them  in  their  feasts  and  civic 
enjoy  a  mudi  greater  degree  of  liberty  than  entertainments !  This  jolly  discipline,  it 
&at  royal  figure.  seems,  is  to  soften  the  ferocity  of  their  minds ; 
it  is  new  to  be  seen  what  has  been  proposed  to  reconcile  them  to  their  bottle  companions 
in  this  exig^icy,  one  of  the  greatest  that  can  of  other  descriptions ;  and  to  merge  particular 
happen  in  a  state.  The  minister  requests  the  conspiracies  in  more  general  associations.''' 
assembly  to  array  itself  in  all  its  terrours,  and  That  this  remedy  would  be  pleasing  to  the 
to  call  f<M'th  all  its  majesty.  He  desires  that  soldiers,  as  they  are  described  by  M.  de  la 
the  grave  and  severe  principles  announced  by  Tour  du  Pin,  I  can  readily  believe ;  and  that, 
them  may  give  vigour  to  the  king's  proclama-  however  mutinous  otherwise,  they  will  duti- 
tion.  After  this  we  should  have  looked  for  fully  submit  themselves  to  these  royal  procla- 
courts  civil  and  martial ;  breaking  of  some  mations.  But  I  should  question  whether  all 
corps,  decimating  others,  and  all  the  terrible  this  civic  swearing,  clubbing,  and  feasting, 
means  which  necessity  has  employed  in  such  would  dispose  them  more  than  at  present  they 
cases  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  most  terri-  are  disposed,  to  an  obedience  to  their  officers ; 
ble  of  all  evils ;  particularly,  one  might  expect,  or  teach  them  better  to  submit  to  the  austere 
that  a  serious  inquiry  woiUd  be  made  into  the  rules  of  military  discipline.  It  will  make 
murder  of  commandants  in  the  view  of  then:  them  admirable  citizens  after  the  French 
sokliers.  Not  one  word  of  all  this,  or  of  any  mode,  but  not  quite  so  good  soldiers  after  any 
thing  like  it.    After  they  had  been  told  that 

the  soldiery  trampled  up<m  the  decrees  of  the  *  Comme  sa  majeste  y  a  reconnu,  non  una 

assembly  promulgated  by  the  king,  the  assem-  systeme  d- associations  particulieres,  mais  une 

bly  pass  new  decrees  •,  and  they  authorize  the  "union  de  volumes  de  tous  les  Francois  pour 

,  / '^ ,         ,                '   ,       ,.-'          AA     »L  la  liberie  et la  prosperite  communes,  alnsi  pour 

kmg  to  make  new  proclamations.     After  the  ,e  maintlen  de  I'ordre  publlque }  il  a  pense  qu'U 

secretary  at  war  had  stated  that  the  regiments  convenoit  que  cheque  regiment  prit  part  a  cet 

had  paid  no  regard  to  oaths  pr&Ua  avec  lapUu  fetes  clviques  pour  multiplier  les  rapports,  ec 

More  oaths.    They  renew  decrees  and  pro-  ^^^^  the  words,  authorizing  the  troops  to  feast 

clamations  as  they  experience  their  insuffi-  with  the  popular  confederacies. 
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mode.    A  doubt  might  well  arise,  whether  the  grees  ia  the  etate ;  and  have  a  eertain  vmmi 

eoriTersations  at  these  good  tablen  would  fit  fanatical  assurance  and  iUuminatioo  upoo  tH 

them  a  great  deal  the  better  for  the  character  eubjects ;  upon  the  credit  of  which  one  of  thev 

•  of  mere  itutrumentt,  which  this  veteran  officer  doctors  has  thought  fit,  with  great  applaose, 

and  statesman  justly  observes  the  nature  of  and  greater  success,  to  caution  the  anemUy 

things  always  requires  an  army  to  be.  not  to  attend  to  old  men,  or  to  any  persons  wbo 

Concerning  the  likelihood  of  this  improve-  valued  themselves  upon  their  experience.   I 

ment  in  discipline,  by  the  free  conversation  of  suppose  all  the  ministers  of  state  must  qualify, 

the  soldiers  with  the  municipal  festive  socio*  and  take  this  test;  wholly  abjuring  the  errours 

ties,  which  is  thus  officially  encouraged  by  and  heresies  of  experience  and  observation, 

royal  authority  and  sanction,  we  may  judge  by  Every  man  has  his  own  reli^     But  I  think 

the  state  of  the  municipalities  themselves,  fur-  if  I  could  not  attain  to  the  wisdom,  I  would  at 

nished  to  us  by  the  war  minister  in  this  very  least  preserve  something  of  the  stiff  and  pe- 

speech.    He  conceives  good  hopes  of  the  sue-  remptory  dignity  of  age.     These  g^itlemen 

cess  of  his  endeavours  towards  restoring  order  deal  in  regeneration;  but  at  any  price  I  should 

for  the  present  from  the  good  disposition  of  cer-  hardly  yield  my  rigid  fibres  to  be  regenerated 

tain  regiments ;  but  he  finds  something  cloudy  by  them ;  nur  begin,  in  my  grand  climacteric, 

with  regard  to  the  fiiture.     As  to  preventing  to  squall  in  their  new  accents,  or  to  stammer, 

the  return  of  confusion,  *'  for  this,  the  adminis-  in  my  second  cradle,  the  demental  sounds  of 

tration  (says  he)  cannot  be  answerable  to  you,  their  barbarous  metaphysics.'*'      8i  vKd  miid 

as  long  as  they  see  the  municipalities  arrogate  hrgicmiwr  ut  repueriaottnif  ei  m  eamm  aam 

to  themselves  an  authority  over  the  troops,  vaguxm^  txdde  recuaem! 
which  your  institutions  have  reserved  whdly         The  imbecili^  of  any  part  of  the  puerile 

to  the  monarch.     You  have  fixed  the  limits  orfT  and  pedandic  system,  which  they  call  a  con- 

the  military  authority  and  the  municipal  autho-  stitution,  cannot  be  laid  open  without  discove* 

rity.    You  have  bounded  the  action,  which  ring  the  utter  insufficiency  and  misdiief  of 

you  have  permitted  to  the  latter  over  the  for-  every  other  part  with  which  it  comes  in  con- 

mer,  to  the  right  of  requisition ;  but  never  did  tact,  or  that  bears  any  the  remotest  rdation  to 

the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  your  decrees  autho-  it.    You  cannot  propose  a  remedy  for  the  in- 

rize  the  commons  in  these  municipalities  to  competence  of  the  crown,  without  displaying 

break  the  officers,  to  try  them,  to  give  orders  the  debility  of  the  assembly.    You  cannot  deli- 

tothe  soldiers,  to  drive  them  from  the  posts  berateon  the  confusion  of  the  army  of  the  state, 

committed  to  their  guard,  to  stop  them  in  their  without  disclosing  the  worse  disorders  of  the 

marches  ordered  by  the  king,  or,  in  a  word,  to  armed  municipalities.    The  military  lays  open 

Mislave  the  troops  to  the  caprice  of  each  of  the  the  civil,  and  the  civil  betrays  the  military 

cities  or  even  uMuket  towns  through  which  they  anarchy.  I  wish  every  body  carefully  to  peruse 

are  to  pass.''  the  eloquent  speech  (such  it  is)  of  Mons.  de 

Such  is  the  character  and  dispositkm  of  the  la  Tour  du  Pin.    He  attributes  the  salvation 

municipal  society  which  is  to  reclaim  the  sol-  of  the  municipalities  to  the  good  behaviour  of 

diery,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  true  princifrfes  some  ci  the  troops.    These  troops  are  to  pre- 

of  military  subordination,  and  to  render  ^em  serve  the  well-disposed  part  of  the  municipali- 

machines  in  the  hands  of  the  supreme  power  ties,  which  is  confessed  to  be  the  weakest,  from 

of  the  country !  Such  are  the  distempers  of  the  the  pillage  of  the  worse  disposed,  which  is  the 

French  troops !    Such  is  their  cure !    As  the  strongest.      But  the  municipalities   affect  a 

army  is,  so  is  the  navy.    The  municipalities  sovereignty,  and  will  command  those  troops 

supersede  the  orders  of  the  assembly,  and  the  which  are  necessary  for  their  protection.    Ii^ 

seamen  in  their  turn  supersede  the  orders  of  deed  they  must  command  them  or  court  them, 

the  municipalities.    From  my  heart  I  pity  the  The  municipalities,  by  the  necessity  of  their 

condition  of  a  respectable  servant  of  the  public,  situation,  and- by  the  republican  powers  they 

like  this  war  minister,  obliged  in  his  old  age  to  have  obtained,  must,  with  relation  to  the  mili- 

pledge  the  assembly  in  their  civic  cups,  and  to  tary,  be  the  masters,  or  the  servants,  or  the 

enter  with  a  hoary  head  into  all  the  fantastic  coi^ederates,  or  each  successively ;  or  they 

vagaries  of  these  juvenile  politicians.    Such  must  make  a  jumble  of  all  together,  accoidii^ 

schemes  are  not  like  propositions  coming  from  to  circumstances.    What  government  is  theie 

a  man  of  fifty  years  wear  and  tear  among  to  coerce  the  army  but  the  municipality,  or  the 
mankind.    They  seem  rather  such  as  ought 

^^f^^^^^'^^f^f^P^^rs        *   The  war.mlnlster  has  since  quitted  ths 

m  poiitics,  who  shorten  the  road  to  their  do-  school  and  resigned  his  office. 
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■lanicipality  but  the  army  ?   To  preserve  con-  nitely,  in  reality  appoint     The  officers  must 

cord  where  authority  is  extinguished,  at  the  therefore  look  to  their  intrigues  in  the  assem- 

liazard  of  all  ccmsequences,  the  assembly  at-  biy,   as  the  sole  certain  road  to  promotion, 

tempts  to  cure  the  distempers  by  the  distem-  Still,  however,  by  your  new  constitution  they 

pers  themselves ;  and  they  hope  to  preserve  must  begin  their  solicitation  at  court, 

^emselves  from  a  purely  military  democracy,  This  double  negotiation  for  military  rank 

hy  giving  it  a  debauched  interest  in  the  muni-  seems  to  me  a  contrivance  as  well  adapted,  as 

eipal.  if  it  were  studied  for  no  other  end,  to  promote 

If  the  soldiers  once  come  to  mix  for  any  time  faction  in  the  assembly  itself,  relative  to  this 
in  the  municipal  clubs,  cabals  and  confede-  vast  military  patronage ;  and  then  to  poison 
racies,  an  elective  attraction  will  draw  them  to  the  corps  ci  officers  with  factions  of  a  nature 
the  lowest  and  most  desperate  part.  With  '  still  more  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  govem- 
diem  will  be  their  habits,  affections,  and  sym-  ment,  upon  any  bottom  on  which  it  can  be 
pathies.  The  military  conspiracies,  which  are  placed,  and  destructive  in  the  end  to  the  effi- 
to  be  remedied  by  civic  confederacies ;  the  cacy  of  the  army  itself.  Those  officers,  who 
rebellious  municipalities,  which  are  to  be  ren-  lose  the  promotions  intended  for  them  by  the 
dered  obedient  by  furnishing  them  with  the  crown,  must  become  of  a  faction  opposite  to 
means  of  seducing  the  very  armies  of  the  ffiat  of  the  assembly  which  has  rejected  their 
state  that  are  to  keep  them  in  order ;  all  these  claims,  and  must  nourish  discontents  in  the 
chimeras  of  a  mcHistroiis  and  portentous  policy,  heart  of  the  army  against  the  ruling  powers, 
must  aggravate  the  confusion  from  whidi  they  Those  officers,  on  the  other  hand,  who,  by  car- 
have  arisen.  There  must  be  blood.  The  rying  their  point  through  an  interest  in  the 
want  of  common  judgment  manifested  in  the  assembly,  feel  themselves  to  be  at  best  only 
construction  of  all  their  descriptions  of  forces,  second  in  the  good-will  of  the  crown,  though 
and  in  all  their  kinds  (rf*  civil  and  judicial  autho-  first  in  that  of  the  assembly,  must  slight  an 
rities,  will  make  it  flow.  Disorders  may  be  authority  which  would  not  advance  and  could 
quieted  in  one  time  and  in  one  part.  They  not  retard  their  promotion.  If  to  avoid  these 
will  break  out  in  others ;  because  the  evil  is  evils  you  will  have  no  other  rule  (or  command 
rmdical  and  intrinsic.  Ail  these  schemes  of  or  promotion  than  seniority,  you  will  have  an 
mixing  mutinous  soldiers  with  seditious  citi-  army  of  formality ;  at  the  same  time  it  will 
sens,  must  weaken  stiO  more  and  more  the  become  more  independent,  and  more  of  a  mili- 
military  ctmnection  of  soldiers  with  their  offi-  tary  republic.  Not  they,  but  the  king  is  the 
cers,  as  weU  as  add  military  and  mutinous  machine.  A  king  is  not  to  be  deposed  by 
audacity  to  turbulent  artificers  and  peasants,  halves.  If  he  is  not  every  thing  in  the  com- 
To  secure  a  real  army,  the  oflker  should  be  mand  of  an  army,  he  is  nothing.  What  is  the 
-first  and  last  in  the  eye  of  the  soldier;  first  effect  of  a  power  placed  nominally  at  the  head 
and  last  in  his  attention,  observance  and  of  the  army,  who  to  that  army  is  no  object  of 
es'^em.  Officers  it  seems  there  are  to  be,  gratitude,  or  or  fear  ?  Such  a  cypher  is  not  fit 
whose  chief  qualification  must  be  temper  and  for  the  administration  of  an  object,  of  all  things 
patience.  They  are  to  manage  their  troops  the  most  delicate,  the  supreme  command  of 
by  electioneering  arts.  They  must  bear  them-  military  men.  They  must  be  constrained 
sehres  as  candidates  not  as  commanders.  But  (and  their  inclinations  lead  them  to  what  their 
as  by  such  means  power  may  be  occasionally  necessities  require)  by  a  real,  vigorous,  effec- 
in  their  hands,  the  authority  by  which  they  are  tive,  decided,  personal  authority.  The  autho- 
to  be  nominated  becomes  of  high  importance,  rity  of  the  assembly  itself  suffers  by  passing 

What  you  may  do  finally  does  not  appear;  throu^  such  a  debilitating  channel  as  they 

Bor  is  it  of  much  moment,  whilst  the  strange  have  chosen.    The  army  will  not  long  lode  to 

and  contradictory  relation  between  your  army  an  assembly  acting  throu^  the  organ  of  false 

and  all  the  parts  of  your  repi61ic,  as  well  as  riiow,  and  palpable  imposition.    They  will  not 

tiie   puzzled  relation  of  those  parts  to  each  seriously  yield  obe<fience  to  a  prisoner.    They 

odier  and  to  the  whole,  remain  as  they  are.  will  either  despise  a  pageant,  or  they  will  pity 

Tou  seem  to  have  given  the  provisional  nomi-  a  captive  king.    This  relation  of  your  army 

nation  of  the  officers,  in  the  first  instance,  to  to  the  crown  will,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 

the  king,  with  a  reserve  of  approbation  by  the  taken,  become  a  serious  dilemma  in  your 

national  assembly.    Men  who  have  an  interest  politics. 

to  pursue  are  extremely  sagacious  in  discove-  It  is  besides  to  be  considered,  whether  an 

nng  the  true  seat  of  power.    They  must  soon  assembly  like  yours,  even  supposing  that  it  was 

neroeive  that  those  who  can  negative  indefi-  in  possession  of  another  aott  of  organ  through 
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"vHiidi  its  orden  were  to  pan,  is  fit  for  promo-  of  the  king ;  a  negative  aa  efl&ctual  at  least  os 

ting  the  obedience  and  diadpHiDe  of  an  army,  the  other  of  the  assembly.    The  soldiers  know 

It  is  known,  that  armies  have  hitherto  yielded  already  that  it  has  been  a  question,  not  iU  re- 

a  very  precarious  and  uncertain  obedience  to  ceived  in  the  national  assembly,  whether  they 

any  senate,  or  popular  authority ;  and  they  will  ought  not  to  have  the  direct  choice  of  their 

least  of  all  jrield  it  to  an  assembly  which  is  to  officers,  or  some  proportion  of  them?   When 

only  have  a  continuance  of  two  years.  Theoffi-  such  matters  are  in  deliberation  it  is  no  extra- 

cers  must  totally  lose  the  characteristic  dispo-  vagant  supposition  that  they  will  incline  to  the 

sitioD  of  militaiy  men,  if  they  see  with  perfect  opinicm  most  favourable  to  their  pretensions, 

submission  and  due  admiration,  the  dominion  They  will  not  bear  to  be  deemed  the  army  of  an 

of  pleaders ;  especially  when  they  find,  that  imprisoned  king,  whilst  another  army  in  the 

they  have  a  new  court  to  pay  to  an  endless  same  country,  with  whom  too  they  are  to  feast 

succession  of  those  pleaders ;  whose  military  and  confederate,  is  to  be  considered  as  the 

policy,  and  the  genius  of  whose  command  (if  free  army  of  a  fi'ee  constitution.    They  will 

they  should  have  any)  must  be  as  uncertain  cast  their  eyes  on  the  other  and  more  perma- 

as  their  duration  is  transient.    In  the  weakness  nent  army ;  I  mean  the  municipal.  That  corps, 

of  one  kind  of  authority,  and  in  the  fluctuation  they  well  know,  does  actually  elect  its  own  <^- 

of  all,  the  oflkers  of  an  army  will  remain  ibr  cers.    They  may  not  be  able  to  discern  the 

some  time  mutinous  and  full  of  (action,  until  grounds  of  distinction  on  which  they  are  not 

some  popular  general,  who  understands  the  art  to  elect  a  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  (or  what  is 

of  conciliating  the  soldiery,  and  who  possesses  his  new  name)  of  their  own.    If  this  election 

the  true  spirit  o[  command,  shall  draw  the  eyes  of  a  commander  in  chief  be  a  part  of  the  rights 

of  all  men  upon  himselC    Armies  will  obey  him  of  men,  why  not  of  theirs  ?    They  see  elective 

on  his  personal  account     There  is  no  other  justices  of  peace,  elective  judges,   elective 

way  ofsecuring  military  obedience  in  this  state  curates,  elective  bishops,  elective  municipali- 

of  things.    But  the  moment  in  which  that  event  ties,  and  elective  commanders  (^  the  Parisian 

shall  happen,   the   person  who  really  com-  army. — ^Why  should  they  alone  be  excluded  ? 

roands  the  army  is  your  master ;   the  mas-  Are  the  brave  troops  of  France  the  only  men 

ter  (that  is  little)  of  your  king,  the  master  in  that  nation  who  are  not  the  fit  judges  of  mi- 

of  your  assembly,  the  master  of  your  whole  litary  merit,  and  of  the  qualifications  necessary 

republic.  for  a  commander  in  chief?    Are  they  paid  by 

How  came  the  assembly  by  their  present  the  state,  and  do  they  therefore  lose  the  ri^ts 

power  over  the  army  ?  Chiefly,  to  be  sure,  by  of  men  ?  They  are  a  part  of  that  nation  them- 

debauching  the  soldiers  fi'om  their  officers,  selves,  and  contribute  to  that  pay.    And  is  not 

They  have  begun  by  a  most  terrible  operation,  the  king,  is  not  the  national  assembly,  and  are 

They  have  touched  the  central  point,  about  not  all  who  elect  the  national  assembly,  like- 

which  the  particles  that  compose  armies  are  at  wise  paid  ?    Instead  of  seeing  all  these  forfeit 

repose.    They  have  destroyed  the  principle  their  rights  by  their  receiving  a  salary,  they 

of  obedience  in  the  great  essential  critical  link  perceive  that  in  all  these  cases  a  salary  is  given 

between  the  officer  aiad  the  soldier,  just  where  fBr  the  exercise  of  those  rights.    All  your  reso- 

the  chain  of  military  subordination  commences,  lutions,  all  your  proceedings,  all  your  debates, 

and  on  which  the  whole  of  that  system  depends,  all  the  works  of  your  doctors  of  religion  and 

The  soldier  is  told  he  is  a  citizen,  and  has  the  politics,  have  industriously  been  put  into  their 

rights  of  man  and  citizen.    The  right  of  a  man,  hands ;  and  you  expect  that  they  will  apply  to 

be  is  told,  is  to  be  his  own  govemour,  and  to  their  own  case  just  as  much  of  your  doctrines 

be  ruled  only  by  those  to  whom  he  delegates  and  exan^les  as  suits  your  pleasure, 

that  sei^govemment.    It  is  very  natural  ho  Every  thing  depends  upon  the  army  in  such 

diould  think  that  he  ou^^t  most  of  aU  to  have  a  government  as  yours ;  for  you  have  industri- 

his  dioioe  where  he  is  to  yield  the  greatest  ously  destroyed  all  the  opinions,  and  prejudices, 

degree  of  obedience.    He  will  therefore,  in  and,  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  all  the  instincts 

all  probabili^,  systematically  do,  what  he  does  which  support  government.     Therefore  the 

at  present  oocasiqaally ;  that  is,  he  will  exer-  moment  any  difference  arises  between  your 

cise  at  least  a  negative  in  the  choice  of  his  ofll-  national  assembly  and  any  part  of  the  nation, 

cers.    At  present  the  officers  are  known  at  best  you  must  have  recourse  to  force.    Nothing 

to  be  only  permissive,  and  on  their  good  behavi«  else  is  lefl  to  you;  or  raflier  you  have  left 

our.    In  fiict,  there  have  been  many  instances  nothinj;  else  to  yourselves.    You  see  by  the 

in  which  they  have  been  cashiered  by  their  report  of  your  war  minister,  that  the  dis^ibn* 

florps.    Here  is  a  second  negative  on  the  choice  tion  of  the  army  is  in  a  great  measure  mad* 
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with  a  view  of  internal  coercion^    You  roust  all.    They  know,  that  almost  the  whole  lyv- 

rule  by  an  army;  and  you  have  infused  into  tern  oflsinded  property  in  its  origin  is  feudal; 

that  army  by  which  you  rule,  as  well  as  into  that  it  is  the  distribution  of  the  possessions  of 

tfie  whole  body  of  the  nation,  principles  which  the  original  proprietors,  made  by  a  barbarous 

after  a  time  must  disable  you  in  the  use  you  conquerour  to  his  barbarous  instruments ;  and 

resolve  to  make  of  it.    The  king  is  to  call  out  that  the  most  grievous  effects  of  the  conquest 

troops  to  act  against  hi^  people,  when  the  world  are  the  land  rents  of  every  kind,  as  without 

has  been  told,  and  the  assertion  is  still  ringing  question  they  are. 

in  our  ears,  that  troops  ought  not  to  fire  on  citi-  The  peasants,  in  all  probability,  are  the  de- 
sens.     The  colonies  assert  to  themselves  an  scendantsofthese  ancient  proprietors,  Romans 
independent  constitution  and  a  free  trade.  They  or  Gauls.    But  if  they  fail,  in  any  degree,  in 
must  be  constrained  by  troops.    In  what  chap-  the  titles  which  they  make  on  the  principles  of 
ter  of  your  code  of  the  rights  of  men  are  they  antiquaries  and  lawyers,  they  retreat  into  the 
able  to  read,  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  rights  of  citadel  of  the  rights  of  men.    There  they  find 
men  to  have  their  commerce  monopolized  and  that  men  arc  equal ;  and  the  earth,  the  kind 
restrained  for  the  benefit  of  others  ?    As  the  and  equal  mother  of  all,  ought  not  to  be  mono- 
colonists  rise  on  you,  the  negroes  rise  on  them,  polized  to  foster  the  pride  and  luxury  of  any 
Troops  again — ^Massacre,   torture,  hanging!  men,  who  by  nature  are  no  better  than  them- 
These  are  your  rights  of  men!    These  are  the  selves,  and  who,  if  they  do  not  labour  for  their 
fhiits   of  metaphysic   declarations    wantonly  bread,  are  worse.    They  find,  that  by  the  laws 
made,  and  shamefully  retracted!    It  was  but  of  nature  the  occupant  and  subduer  of  the  soil 
the  other  day  that  the  farmers  of  land  in  one  is  the  true  proprietor ;    that  there  is  no  pre- 
of  your  provinces  refused  to  pay  some  sorts  of  scription  against  nature  ;  and  that  the  argu- 
rents  to  the  lord  of  the  soil.    In  consequence  ments  (where  any  there  are)  which  have  been 
of  this  your  decree,  that  the  country  people  made  with  the  landlords,  during  the  time  of 
[diall  pay  all  rents  and  dues,  except  those  which  slavery,  are  only  the  effect  of  duresse  and 
as  grievances  you  have  abolished;  and  if  they  force;   and  that  when  the  people  re-entered 
refuse,  then  you  order  the  king  to  march  troops  into  the  rights  of  men,  those  agreements  were 
against  them.    You  lay  down  metaphysic  pro-  made  as  void,  as  every  thing  else  which  had 
positions  which  infer  universal  consequences,  been  settled  under  the  prevalence  of  the  old 
and  then  you  attempt  to  limit  logic  by  despo-  feudal  and  aristocratic  tyranny.     They  will 
tism.     The  leaders  of  the  present  system  tell  tell  you  that  they  see  no  difiference  between  an 
them  of  their  rights,  as  men,  to  take  fortresses,  idler  with  a  hat  and  national  cockade,  and  an 
to  murder  guards,  to  seize  on  kings  without  idler  in  a  cowl  or  in  a  rochet.    If  you  ground 
the  least  appearance  of  authority  even  from  the  the  title  to  rents  on  succession  and  prescrip- 
assembly,  whilst,  as  the  sovereign  legislative  tion,  they  tell  you  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
body,  that  assembly  was  sitting  in  the  name  Camtu,  published  by  the  national  assembly  for 
of  the  nation — and  yet  these  leaders  presume  their  information,  that  things  ill  begun  cannot 
to  order  out  the  troops  which  have  acted  in  avail  themselves  of  prescription ;  that  the  title 
these  very  disorders,  to  coerce  those  who  shall  of  these  lords  was  vicious  in  its  origin;  and 
judge  on  the  principles,  and  follow  the  exam-  that  force  is  at  least  as  bad  as  fraud.     As  to 
pies,  which  have  been  guaranteed  by  their  own  the  title  by  succession,  they  will  tell  you,  that 
a{^robation.  the  succession  of  those  who  have  cultivated 

The  leaders  teach  the  people  to  abhor  and  the  soil  is  the  true  pedigree  of  property,  and 

reject  all  feodality  as  the  barbarism  of  tyranny,  not  rotten  parchments  and  silly  substitutions ; 

and  they  tell  them  afterwards  how  much  of  that  tlie  lords  have  enjoyed  their  usurpation 

that  barbarous  tyranny  they  are  to  bear  with  too  long  ;  and  that  if  they  allow  to  these  lay 

patience.    As  they  are  prodigal  of  light  with  monks  any  charitable  pension,  they  ought  to  be 

regard  to  grievances,  so  the  people  find  them  thankful  to  the  bounty  of  the  true  proprietor, 

■paring  in  the  extreme  vrith  regard  to  redress,  who  is  so  generous  towards  a  false  claimant 

They  know  that  not  only  certain  quit-rents  and  to  his  good& 

personal  duties,  which  you  have  permitted  them  When  the  peasants  give  ]Fou  back  that  coin 

to  redeem  (but  have  furnished  no  money  ibr  of  sophistic  reason,  on  which  you  have  set 

the  redemption)  are  as  nothing  to  those  bur-  your  image  and  superscription,  you  cry  it 

tbens  for  which  you  have  made  no  provision  at  down  as  base  money,  and  tell  them  you  will 

pay  for  the  future  with  French  guards,  and 

»  Courier  Francois,  80  July,  1790.  Assemblee  dragoons,  and  hussars.    You  hold  up,  to  chaa- 

Natlonale,  Numero  310.  tise  them,  the  second-hand  authonty  of  a  king, 
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viio  if  only  the  iiifltroiiiM^  of  destroying,  with-  to  them,  you  couLd  have  made  the  law  that 
ODt  any  power  of  protecting  either  the  pec^le  degrades  them.    Tou  have  forbidden  as  to 
or  his  own  person.    Through  him  it  seems  you  treat  them  with  any  of  the  old  formalities  ci 
will  make  yourselves  obeyed.     They  answer,  respect,  and  now  you  send  troops  to  sabre  and 
Tou  have  taught  us  that  there  are  no  gentle-  to  baycnet  us  into  a  submission  to  fear  and 
men ;  and  which  of  your  princij^es  teach  us  to  force,  which  you  did  not  suffer  us  to  yield  to 
bow  to  kings  whinn  we  have  not  elected  ?   We  the  mild  authori^  of  apini(». 
know,  without  your  teaching,  that  lands  were         The  ground  of  some  of  these  arguments  is 
given  for  the  support  of  feudal  dignities,  feudal  horrid  and  ridiculous  to  all  rational  ears ;  bat 
titles,  and  feudal  offices.     When  you  took  to  the  politicians  of  metaphysics  ^o  have 
down  the  cause  as  a  grievance,  why  should  opened  schools  for  sophistry,  and  made  esta- 
the  more  grievous  effect  remain  ?    As  there  blishments  for  anarchy,  it  is  solid  and  c<hic1u- 
are  now  no  hereditary  honours,  and  no  distin*  sive.     It  is  obvious,  that  (m  a  mere  conside- 
guished  families,  why  are  we  taxed  to  maiiH  ration  of  the  right,  the  leaders  in  the  assembly 
tain  what  you  teU  us  ought  not  to  exist  ?    You  would  not  in  the  least  have  scrufrfed  to  alNrogate 
have  sent  down  our  old  aristocratic  landlords  the  rents  along  with  the  titles  and  family  en- 
in  no  other  diaracter,  and  with  no  other  title,  signs.    It  would  be  only  to  follow  up  the  prio- 
but  that  of  exactors  under   your  authority,  ciple  of  their  reasonings,  and  to  complete  the 
Have  you  endeavoured  to  make  these  your  anal<^  of  their  conduct.    But  they  had  newly 
rentpgatberors  respectaUe  to  us  ?    No.    You  possessed  themselves  of  a  great  body  of  landed 
have  sent  them  to  us  with  their  arms  reversed,  pn^erty  by  confiscation.     They  had  this  com- 
their  riiields  broken,  their  impresses  defaced ;  modity  at  market;  and  the  market  would  have 
and  so  displumed,  degraded,  and  metamoi^  been  wholly  destroyed,  if  they  were  to  permit 
phosed,  such   unfeathered  two-legged  things,  the  husbandmen  to  riot  in  the  speculations 
that  we  no  longer  know  them.     They  are  with  which  thoy  so  freely  intoxicated  them* 
strangers  to  us.    They  do  not  even  go  by  the  selves.    The  only  security  which  property  en- 
names  of  our  ancient  k)rds.    Physically  they  joys  in  any  one  of  its  dracriptions,  is  fi-om  the 
may  be  the  same  men ;  though  we  are  not  quite  interests  of  their  rapacity  with  regard  to  some 
sure  of  that,  on  your  new  philosophic  doctrine  other.    They  have  left  nothing  but  their  own 
of  personal  identity.   In  all  other  respects  they  arbitrary  pleasure  to  determine  ythat  property 
are  totally  changed.    We  do  not  see  why  we  is  to  be  protected  and  what  subverted, 
have  not  as  good  a  right  to  rrfuse  them  thek        Neither  have  they  l^t  any  principle  by  which 
rents,  as  you  have  to  abrogate  all  their  honours,  any  of  their  municipalities  can  be  bound  to  ob^ 
titles,  and  distinctions.    This  we  have  never  dience ;  cu-  even  conscientiously  obliged  not  to 
commiasioned  you  to  do;  and  it  is  one  i»>  separate  from  the  whole  to  become  indepen- 
stance,  among  many  indeed,  of  your  assiBn|>-  dent,  or  to  connect  itself  with  some  other  state, 
tion  of  und^egated  power.  We  see  die  burghers  The  people  of  Lyons,  it  seems,  have  refiised 
of  Paris,  thrwigh  their  clubs,  their  mobs,  and  lately  to  pay  taxes.    Why  should  they  not? 
their  national  guards,  directing  you  at  their  What  lawful  authority  is  there  lefl  to  exact 
pleasure,  and  giving  that  as  law  to  you,  which,  them  ?  The  king  imposed  some  of  them.   The 
under  your  authority,  is  transmitted  as  law  to  old  states,  methodized  by  orders,  setded  the 
us.    Through  you,  these  burghers  dispose  of  more  ancient.    They  may  say  to  the  aasembly, 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  us  all.    Why  diould  Who  are  you,  that  are  not  our  kings,  nor  the 
you  not  attend  as  much  to  the  desires  of  the  states  we  have  elected,  nor  sit  on  the  princi- 
laborious  husbandman  with  regard  to  our  rent,  piss  on  which  we  have  elected  you  ?    And 
by  which  we  are  affected  in  the  most  serious  who  are  we,  that  when  we  seo  tho  gabeflas 
manner,  as  you  do  to  the  demands  of  these  in-  which  you  have  ordered  to  be  paid,  wholbf 
Solent  burghers,  relative  to  distinctions  and  shaken  off,  when  we  see  the-  acts  of  diaobedt- 
titles  of  honour,  by  which  neither  they  nor  we  ence  afterwards  ratified  by  yourselves,  who 
are  affected  at  all?    But  we  find  you  pay  more  are  we,  that  we  are  not  to  judge  what  taxes 
regard  to  their  fancies  than  to  our  necessities,  we  ought  or  ought  not  to  pay,  and  are  not  to 
Is  it  among  the  rights  of  man  to  pay  ta-ibute  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  same  powers,  the  vali- 
his  equals?    Before  this  measure  of  jrours,  dity  of  which  you  have  a(q[Mtyved  in  olhers? 
we  might  have  thought  we  were  not  perfectly  To  this  the  Mswer  is,  We  will  srad  troopa. 
equal.    We  might  have  entertained  some  old  The  last  reasra  of  kings,  is  always  die  first 
habitual,  unmeaning  prepossession  in  favour  of  with  your  araembly.    This  military  aid  may 
those  landlords ;  but  we  cannot  c<Miceive  «4tat  serve  for  a  time,  whilst  the  impression  of  the 
ether  view  than  that  of  destroying  all  respect  increase  of  pay  remains,  and  the  vanity  ot 
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being  umpires  in  all  disputes  is  flattered.  But  stand  or  fall ;  and  this  became,  in  my  opinion, 
this  weapon  will  snap  short,  unfaithful  to  the  very  properly,  the  test  by  which  the  skill  and 
hand  that  employs  it.  The  assembly  keep  a  patriotism  of  those  who  ruled  in  that  assembly 
sdKX>I  where,  systematically,  and  with  unre-  would  be  tried.  The  revenue  of  the  state  ia 
mitting  perseverance,  they  teach  principles,  the  state.  In  effect,  all  depends  upon  it,  whe- 
and  form  regulations  destructive  to  all  spirit  of  ther  for  support  or  for  reformation.  The  dig- 
subordination,  civil  and  military — and  then  nity  of  every  occupation  wholly  depends  upon 
they  expect  that  they  shall  hold  in  obedience  the  quantity  and  the  kind  of  virtue  that  may 
an  anarchic  people  by  an  anarchic  army.  be  exerted  in  it.    As  all  great  qualities  of  the 

The  municipsil  army,  which,  according  to  mind  which  operate  in  public,  and  are  not 
their  new  policy,  is  to  balance  this  national  merely  suffering  and  passive,  require  force  for 
army,  if  considered  in  itself  only,  is  of  a  con-  their  display,  I  had  aknost  said,  for  their  une- 
stitution  much  more  simple,  and  in  every  re-  quivocal  existence,  the  revenue,  which  is  the 
spect  less  exceptionable.  It  is  a  mere  demo-  spring  of  all  power,  becomes  in  its  administra- 
cratic  body,  unconnected  with  the  crown  or  tion  the  sphere  of  every  active  virtue.  Pub- 
tfae  kingdom ;  armed,  and  trained,  and  ofii-  lie  virtue,  being  of  a  nature  magnificent  and 
cored  at  the  ]ileasure  of  the  districts  to  which  splendid,  instituted  for  great  things,  and  con- 
the  corps  severally  belong ;  and  the  personal  versant  about  great  concerns,  requires  abun- 
service  of  the  individuals,  who  compose,  or  dant  scope  and  room,  and  cannot  spread  and 
the  fine  in  lieu  of  pers<xial  service,  are  directed  grow  under  confinement,  and  in  circumstances 
bj  the  same  authority.*  Nothing  is  more  straitened,  narrow,  and  sordid.  Through  the 
uniform.  If,  however,  considered  in  any  rela-  revenue  alone  the  body  politic  can  act  in  its 
tion  to  the  crown,  to  the  national  assembly,  to  true  genius  and  character,  and  therefore  it  will 
the  public  tribunals,  or  to  the  other  army,  or  display  just  as  much  of  its  collective  virtue,  and 
considered  in  a  view  to  any  coherence  or  con-  as  much  of  that  virtue  which  may  characterise 
nection  between  its  parts,  it  seems  a  monster,  those  who  move  it,  and  are,  as  it  were,  its  life 
and  can  hardly  fail  to  terminate  its  perplexed  and  guiding  principle,  as  it  is  possessed  of  a 
movements  in  some  great  national  calamity,  just  revenue.  For  from  hence  not  only  mag- 
It  is  a  worse  preservative  of  a  general  consti-  nanimity,  and  liberality,  and  beneficence,  and 
tntion,  than  the  systasis  of  Crete,  or  the  con-  fortitude,  and  providence,  and  the  tutelary 
federation  of  Poland,  or  any  other  ilt-devised  [Mrotection  of  all  good  arts,  derive  their  food, 
corrective  which  has  yet  been  imagined,  in  and  the  growth  of  their  organs,  but  continence, 
the  necessities  produced  by  an  ill-constructed  and  self-denial,  and  labour,  and  vigilance,  and 
system  of  government.  frugality,  and  whatever  else  there  is  in  which 

Having  concluded  my  few  remarks  on  the  the  mind  shews  itself  above  the  appetite,  are 

constitution  of  the  supreme  power,  the  execu-  no  where  more  in  their  proper  element  than  in 

tive,  the  judicature,  the  military,  and  on  the  the  provision  and   distribution  of  the  public 

reciprocal  relation  of  all  these  establishments,  wealth.     It  is   therefore  not  without  reason 

I  shall  say  something  of  the  ability  shewed  by  that  the  science  of  speculative  and  practical 

your  legislators  with  regard  to  the  revenue.  finance,  which  must  take  to  its  aid  so  many 

In  their  proceedings  relative  to  this  object,  auxiliary  branches  of  knowledge,  stands  high 
if  possible,  still  fewer  traces  appear  of  politi-  in  the  estimation  not  only  of  the  ordinary  sort, 
cal  judgment  or  financial  resource.  When  the  but  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  ;  and  as  this 
states  met,  it  seemed  to  be  the  great  object  to  science  has  grown  with  the  progress  of  its  ob- 
improve  the  system  of  revenue,  to  enlarge  its  ject,  the  prosperity  and  improvement  of  na- 
cdlection,  to  cleanse  it  of  oppression  and  vexa-  tioos  has  generally  increased  with  the  increase 
tion,  and  to  establish  it  on  the  most  solid  foot-  of  their  revenues ;  and  they  will  both  con- 
ing. Great  were  the  expectations  entertained  tinue  to  grow  and  flourish,  as  long  as  the 
on  that  head  throughout  Europe.  It  was  by  balance  between  what  is  left  to  strengthen  the 
this  grand  arrangement  that  France  was  to  efforts  (rf*  individuals,  and  what  is  collected  for 

the  common  efforts  of  the  state,  bear  to  each 

♦  I  see  by  Mr.  Necker's  account,  that  the  na-  other  a  due  reciprocal  proportion,  and  are  kept 

tional  guards  of  Pans  have  received,  over  and  •    ^    i_^  *^      j  j     '  •    «• 

above  tlie  money  levied  within  their  own  city,  ^  »  ^los®  correspondence  and  communication, 

about  £.145,000  sterling  out  of  the  public  trea-  And  perhaps  it  may  be  owing  to  the  greatness 

ewe.    Whether  this  be  an  actual  payment,  for  of  revenues,  and  to  the  urgency  of  state  neces- 

ihe  nine  months  of  their  existence,  or  an  esli-  gjties,  that  oW  abuses  in  the  constitution  of 

mate  of  their  yearly  charge,  I  do  not  clearly  c       '  ..  j       j  .u  •    * 

perceive.    It  is  of  no  great  importance,  as  cer-  ^owacea  are  discovered,  and  their  true  nature 

tainly  they  may  take  whatever  they  please.  and  rational  theory  comet  to  be  more  pertectljF. 
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imlttntood ;  inflomuchi  that  a  BmaOer  rerenue  it ;  and  this  they  diapened  throughout  the  iia« 
might  have  been  more  distressing  in  one  period  tion.  At  the  time  they  passed  the  decree, 
thui  a  &r  greater  is  found  to  be  in  another ;  with  the  same  gravity  they  ordered  this  same 
the  proportionate  wealth  even  remaining  the  absurd,  oppressive,  and  partial  tax  to  be  paid, 
same.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  French  as-  until  they  could  find  a  revenue  to  refJace  it. 
sembly  found  something  in  their  revenues  to  The  consequence  was  inevitable.  The  pro- 
preserve,  to  secure,  and  wisely  to  administer,  vinces  whidi  had  been  always  exempted  from 
as  well  as  to  abrogate  and  alter.  Though  their  this  salt  monopoly,  some  of  whom  were  charged 
pround  assumption  might  justify  the  severest  with  other  contributions,  peiiiaps  equivalent, 
tests,  yet  in  trying  their  abilities  on  their  finan-  were  totally  disinclined  to  bear  any  part  of  the 
cial  proceedings,  I  would  only  consider  what  burthen,  which  by  an  equal  distributicMi  was  to 
is  the  plain  obvious  duty  of  a  common  finance  redeem  the  others.  As  to  the  assembly,  oc- 
minister,  and  try  them  upon  that,  and  not  upon  cupied  as  it  was  with  the  declaration  and  vio 
models  of  ideal  perfection.  lation  of  the  rights  of  men,  and  with  their  ar- 

The  objects  of  a  financier  are,  then,  to  se-  rangements  for  general  confusion,  it  had  nei- 

cure  an  ample  revenue;   to  impose  it  with  ther  leisure   nor  capacity  to   contrive,   nor 

judgment  and  equality ;  to  employ  it  oecono-  authority  to  enforce  any  plan  of  any  kind  rela- 

mii^y;  and  when  necessity  obliges  him  to  tive  to  the  replacing  the  tax  or  equalizing  it,  or 

make  use  of  credit,  to  secure  its  foundaticMts  in  compensating  the  provinces,  or  for  ccmducting 

that  instance,  and  for  ever,  by  the  clearness  and  their  minds  to  any  scheme  of  accommodation 

candour  of  his  proceedings,  Uie  exactness  of  with   the  other  districts  which  were  to  be 

his  calculations,  and  the  solidity  of  his  funds,  relieved. 

On  these  heads  we  may  take  a  short  and  disH        The  people  of  the  salt  provinces,  impatienC 

tinct  view  of  the  merits  and  abilities  of  those  under  taxes  damned  by  the  authority  which 

in  the  national  assembly,  who  have  taken  to  had  directed  their  payment,  very  soon  found 

themselves  the  management  of  this  arduous  their  patience  e^diausted.    They  thought  them- 

concem.    Far  from  any  increase  of  revenue  selves  as  skilful  in  demolishing  as  the  assem- 

in  their  hands,  I  find,  by  a  report  of  M.  Yer-  bly  could  be.    They  relieved  themselves  by 

nier,  from  the  committee  of  finances,  of  the  throwing  off  the  whole  burthen.    Animated  by 

second  of  August  last,  that  the  amount  of  the  this  example,  each  district,  or  part  of  a  di^ 

national  revenue,  as  compared  with  its  pro-  trict,  judging  of  its  own  grievance  by  its  own 

duce  before  the  revolution,  was  diminished  by  feeling,  and  of  its  remedy  by  its  own  opinioQ,  did 

the  sum  of  two  hundred  millions,  or  eight  ndl-  as  it  pleased  with  other  taxes. 
hoiu  sterling  of  the  annual  income,  considera-        We  are  next  to  see  how  they  have  conduc- 

bly  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole.  ted  themselves  in  contriving  eq^  impositions. 

If  this  be  the  result  of  great  ability,  never  proportioned  to  the  means  of  the  citizens,  and 

surely  was  ability  displayed  in  a  more  distin-  the  least  likely  to  loan  heavy  on  the  active 

guished  manner,  or  with  so  powerful  an  effect,  capital  employed  in  the  generation  c^th^  pri- 

No  common  foUy,  no  vulgar  incapacity,  no  vate  wealth,  from  whence  the  public  fortune 

ordinary  official  negligence,  even  no  official  must  be  derived.     By  suffering  the  several 

crime,  no  corruption,  no  peculation,  hardly  districts,  and  several  of  the  individuals  in  each 

any  direct  hostility  which  we  have  seen  in  the  district,  to  judge  of  what  part  of  the  old  revo- 

modern  world,  could  in  so  short  a  time  have  nue  they  mi^t  withhold,  instead  of  better 

made  so  complete  an  overthrow  of  the  finan-  principles  o[  equality,  a  new  inequality  was 

ces,  and  with  them,  of  the  strength  of  a  great  [Mtxluced  of  the  most  oppressive  land.    Pay> 

kingdom. — Ceddqu  ventram  rempubUcam,  tef»-  ments  were  regulated  by  dispositions.    The 

tarn  andnstiB  torn  eUo  7  parts  of  the  kin^om  which  were  the  most  sub* 

The  sophisters  and  declaimers,  as  socm  as  missive,  the  most  orderly,  or  the  most  afiec- 

the  assembly  met,  began  with  decrying  the  tionate  to  the  commonwealth,  bore  the  whole 

ancient  constitution  of  the  revenue  in  many  of  burthen  of  the  state.    Nothing  turns  out  to  be 

its  most  essential  branches,  such  as  the  pub-  so  oppressive  and  unjust  as  a  feeble  govem- 

lic  monopdy  of  salt.    They  charged  it,  as  ment.    To  fill  up  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  old 

truly  as   unwisely,  with  being  ill-contrived,  impositions,  and  the  new  deficiencies  of  every 

oppressive,  and  partial.    This  representation  kind  which  were  to  be  expected,  what  remai- 

they  were  not  satisfied  to  make  use  of  in  ned  to  a  state  without  authority  ?    The  na- 

speeches  preliminary  to  some  plan  of  reform ;  tional  assembly  called  for  a  voluntary  benev> 

they  declared  it  in  a  solemn  resolution  or  pub-  lence ;  for  a  fourth  part  of  the  income  of  all  the 

lie  sentence,  as  it  were  judicially,  passed  upon  citizens,  to  be  estimated  on  the  honour  of  those 
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who  were  to  pay.    They  obtained  something  Whatever  virtue  may  be  in  these  devices,  it 
more  than  could  be  rationally  calculated,  but  is  obvious  that  neither  the  patriotic  giHs,  nor 
what  was,  far  indeed,  from  answerable  to  their  the  patriotic  contribution,  can  ever  be  resorted 
real  necessities,  and  much  less  to  their  fond  to  again.    The  resources  of  public  folly  are 
expectations.      Rational   people  could   have  soon  exhausted.    The  whole  indeed  of  their 
hoped  for  little  from  this  their  tax  in  the  dis-  scheme  of  revenue  is  to  make,  by  any  artifice, 
guise  of  a  benevolence ;  a  tax  weak,  ineffec-  an  appearance  of  a  full  reservoir  for  the  hour, 
thre,  and  unequal;    a  tax  by  which  luxury,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  cut  off  the  springs 
avarice,  and  selfishness  were  screened,  and  and  living  fountains  of  perennial  supply.    The 
the  load  thrown  upon  productive  capital,  upon  account  not  long  since  furnished  by  Mr.  Necker 
integrity,  generosity,  and  public  spirit — a  tax  was  meant,  without  question,  to  be  favourable. 
€if  regulation   upon  virtue.      At    length   the  He  gives  a  flattering  view  of  the  means  of 
mask  is  thrown  off,  and  they  are  now  trying  getting  through  the  year ;  but  he  expresses,  as 
means  (with  little  success)  of  exacting  Uieir  it  is  natural  he  should,  some  apprehension  for 
benevolence  by  force.  that  which  was  to  succeed.    On  this  last  prog- 
This  benevolence,  the  ricketty  offspring  of  nostic,  instead  of  entering  into  the  grounds  of 
weaknets,  was  to  be  supported  by  another  this  apprehension,  in  order  by  a  proper  fore- 
resource,  the  twin  brother  of  the  same  pro-  sight,  to  prevent  the  prognosticated  evil,  Mr. 
lific  imbecility.     The  patriotic  donations -were  Necker  receives  a  sort  of  friendly  reprimand 
to  make  good  the  failure  of  the  patriotic  con-  from  the  president  of  the  assembly, 
tribution.     John  Doe  was  to  become  security  As  to  their  other  schemes  of  taxation,  it  is 
for  Richard  Roe.    By  this  scheme  they  took  impossible  to  say  any  thing  of  them  with  cer- 
things  of  much  price  from  the  giver,  compara-  tainty,  because  they  have  not  yet  had  their 
tively  of  small  value  to  the  receiver;   they  operation;  but  nobody  is  so  sanguine  as  to  ima- 
ruined  several  trades ;  they  pillaged  the  crown  gine  they  will  fill  up  any  perceptible  part  of  the 
of  its  ornaments,  the  churches  of  their  plate,  wide  gaping  breach  which  their  incapacity  has 
and  the  people  of  their  personal  decorations,  made  in  their  revenues.    At  present  the  state 
The  invention  of  these  juvenile  pretenders  to  of  their  treasury  sinks  every  day  more  and 
liberty,  was  in  reality  nothing  more  than  a  more  in  cash,  and  swells  more  and  more  in 
servile  imitation  of  one  of  the  poorest  resources  fictitious  representation.   When  so  little  with- 
of  doting  despotism.     They  took  an  old  huge  in  or  without  is  now  found  but  paper,  the  re- 
fuU  bottomed  perriwig  out  of  the  wardrobe  of  presentative  not  of  opulence  but  of  want,  the 
the   antiquated  frippery  of  Louis  the  Four-  creature  not  of  credit  but  of  power,  they  ima- 
teenth,  to  cover  the  premature  baldness  of  the  gine  that  our  flourishing  state  in  England  is 
national  assembly.    They  produced  this  old-  owing  to  that  bank-paper,  and  not  the  bank- 
fashioned  formal  folly,  though  it  had  been  so  paper  to  the  flourishing  condition  of  our  com- 
abundantly  exposed  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  merce,  to  the  solidity  of  our  credit,  and  to  the 
Duke  de  St.  Simon,  if  to  reasonable  men  it  total  exclusion  of  all  idea  of  power  from  any 
had  wanted  any  arguments  to  display  its  mis-  part  of  the  transaction.    They  forget  that,  in 
chief  and  insufficiency.    A  device  of  the  same  England,  not  one  shilling  of  paper-money  of 
kind  was  tried  in  my  memory  by  Louis  the  any  description  is  received  but  of  choice;  that 
Fifteenth,  but  it  answered*  at  no  time.    How-  the  whole  has  had  its  origin  in  cash  actually 
ever,  the  necessities  of  ruinous  wars  were  some  deposited  ;  and  that  it  is  convertible,  at  plea^ 
excuse  for  desperate  projects.    The  delibera-  sure,  in  an  instant,  and  without  the  smallest 
tions  of  calamity  are  rarely  wise.    But  here  loss,  into  cash  again.    Our  paper  is  of  value 
was  a  season  for  disposition  and  providence,  in  commerce,  because  in  law  it  is  of  none.    It 
It  was  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  then  en-  is  powerful  on  Change,  because  in  Westmin- 
joyed   for  five  years,  and  promising  a  much  ster-hall  it  is  impotent.    In  payment  of  a  debt 
longer  continuance,  that  they  had  recourse  to  of  twenty  shillings,  a  creditor  may  refuse  all 
this  desperate  trifling.    They  were  sure  to  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  England.     Nor  is 
lose  more  reputation  by  sporting,  in  their  se-  there  among  us  a  single  public  security,  of 
rious  situation,  with  these  toys  and  playthings  any  quality  or  nature  whatsoever,  that  is  en- 
of  finance,  which  have  filled  half  their  journals,  forced  by  authority.    In  fact  it  might  be  easily 
than  could  possibly  be  compensated  by  the  shewn,  that  our  paper  wealth,  instead  of  le»- 
poor  temporary  supply  which   they  afforded,  sening  the  real  coin,  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
It  seemed  as  if  those  who  adopted  such  pro-  it ;  instead  of  being  a  substitute  for  money,  it 
jects  were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  circum-  only  facilitates  its  entry,  its  exit,  and  its  cir- 
ijor  whoHy  unequal  to  their  necessities.  culati(»i ;  that  it  is  the  symbol  of  proeperitj. 
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and  not  the  badge  of  distress.  Never  was  a  pretended  liberty,  had  from  HollMid,  from  Uam« 
scarcity  of  cash,  and  an  exuberance  of  paper,  burgh,  from  Switzerland,  from  Genoa,  from 
a  subject  of  complaint  in  this  nation.  England,  for  a  deling  in  their  paper?  Why 
Well !  but  a  lessening  of  prodigal  expenses,  should  these  nations  of  commerce  and  moo- 
and  the  oecoDomy  which  has  been  introduced  nomy  enter  into  sny  pecuniary  dealings  with 
by  the  virtuous  and  sapient  assembly,  make  a  people,  who  attempt  to  reverse  the  very 
amends  for  the  losses  sustained  in  the  recent  nature  of  things ;  am<»g  whom  they  see  the 
of  revalue.  In  this  at  least  they  have  fulfilled  debtw  prescribing  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
the  duty  of  a  financier.— Have  those,  who  say  the  medium  of  his  solvency  to  the  creditor ; 
so,  looked  at  the  expenses  of  the  national  as-  discharging  one  of  his  engagements  with  an>« 
sembly  itself  ?  of  the  municipalities?  of  the  th«;  turning  his  very  penury  into  his  resource; 
city  of  Paris  ?  of  the  increased  pay  ol[  the  two  and  paying  his  interest  with  his  ra^  ? 
armies?  of  the  new  police?  of  the  new  judi-  Their  fiuiatical  confidence  in  the  oomipo* 
catures  ?  Have  they  even  carefully  compared  tence  of  church  plunder,  has  induced  thoae 
the  present  pensio»>list  with  the  former?  philosophers  to  overlook  all  care  of  the  public 
These  politicians  have  been  cruel,  not  oecono-  estate,  jiut  as  the  dream  of  the  philosopher's 
roical.  Comparing  the  expenses  of  the  former  stone  induces  dupes,  under  the  more  plausible 
prodigal  government  and  its  relation  to  the  delusion  of  the  h^metic  art,  to  neglect  all 
then  revenues  with  the  expenses  of  this  new  rational  meuis  for  improving  their  fortunes, 
system  as  opposed  to  the  state  of  its  new  trea-  With  these  philosophic  financiers,  this  oni- 
sury,  I  believe  the  present  wiU  be  found  be-  versal  medicine  made  of  church  mummy  is  to 
yond  all  comparison  more  chargeable.*  cure  all  the  evils  of  the  state.  These  gentle- 
It  remains  only  to  consider  the  proofr  of  men  perhaps  do  not  believe  a  great  deal  in  the 
financial  ability,  furnished  by  the  present  miracles  of  piety;  but  it  cannot  be  questioned, 
French  managers  when  they  are  to  raise  sup-  that  they  have  an  undoubting  foith  in  the 
plies  on  credit.  Here  I  am  a  little  at  a  stand ;  prodigies  of  sacrilege.  Is  there  a  debt  which 
for  credit,  properly  speaking,  they  have  none,  pressess  them— Issue  aangnata.  Are  oon^ 
The  credit  of  the  ancient  government  wa»  not  pensations  to  be  made,  or  a  maintenance  de- 
indeed  the  best;  but  they  could  always,  on  creed  to  those  whom  they  have  robbed  of 
some  terms,  command  money,  not  only  at  their  fireehold  in  their  office)  or  expelled  from 
home,  but  from  most  of  the  countries  of  £u-  their  profession — Auignats.  Is  a  fleet  to  be 
rope  where  a  surplus  capital  was  accumulated ;  fitted  out — AadgnaU,  If  sixteen  millicHH 
and  the  credit  of  that  government  was  improv-  sterling  of  these  asiignatSf  forced  on  the  peo- 
ing  daily.  The  establishment  of  a  system  of  pie,  leave  the  wants  of  the  state  as  ui^ent  as 
liberty  would  of  course  be  supposed  to  give  it  ever — tissue,  says  one,  thirty  mUlicms  sterling 
new  strength ;  and  so  it  would  actually  have  of  (umgruOa — says  another,  issue  fourscore 
done,  if  a  system  of  liberty  had  been  esta-  millions  more  of  auignats.  The  only  di&r- 
blished.    What  offers  has  their  government  of  ence  among  their  financial  factions  is  on  the 

greater  or  the  lesser  quanti^  of  a»$ignaU  to 

♦  The  reader  will  observe,  that  I  have  bat  ^  ^^f^^*"  ***  T^^^^  sufferwce.     They 

Ughtly  touched  (my  plan  demanded   nothing  "®  ^  professors  of  aaaignats.    Even  those, 

more)  on  the  condition  of  the  French  Finances,  whose  natural  good  •sense  and  knowledge  of 

as  connected  with  the  demands  upon  them.    If  commerce,  not  obliterated  bv  philosophy,  fur- 

!ny1,ind;"'f^'r  ':«cr."SS'?A"'r^l?  """>  ."^"i"  ."8»-«"»  ,«8«^  «^  «>.«"»*'«». 

perfect.    On  this  subject  I  refer  the  reader  to  conclude  their  arguments,  by  proposmg    the 

M.  de  Calonne's  work ;   and  the  tremendous  emission  of  atngnaU.    I  suppose  they  must 

display  that  he  has  made  of  the  havoc  and  de-  talk  of  assignatt,  as  no  other  language  would 

I?FVin^J"i«f,?Ji^hl^'I;i^'«^^^^^^  b«  understood.    AU  experience  of  their  inef- 

of  France,  caused  by  the  presumptuous  good  ^  ,  .   •    .l    i      .  j'  »    -•  » 

intentions  of  ignorance  and  incapacity.    Such  "*^^y  ^^^  ^^  "»  "^®  *"^  discourage  them. 

effects,  those  causes  will  always  produce.  Look-  Are  the  old  aangnata  depreciated  at  market  ? 

ing  over  that  account  with  a  pretty  strict  eye.  What  is  the  remedy  ?  Issue  new  asngruOs. 

oSivThL^whiTnl-i  S."«L''if ^'tVi^*^."*'^'"?  -M«»  «  maladia,  opmiairia,  nonvuUae  gam, 

every  thing  which  may  be  placed  to  the  account         'j  •«•  y.        />        •  .  • 

ofa  financier  out  of  place,  who  might  be  sup-  ?«»«  uUfacere  ?   asagnare-^poMtea  aangiuare; 

posed  by  his  enemies  deshrous  of  making  the  enauUaaangnare,    The  word  b  a  trifle  altered. 

most  of  his  cause,  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  that  The  Latin  of  your  m'esent  doctors  may  be 

supplTod  at  the  expense  of  France,  never  was  at  ^^om,  and  the  variety  of  their  resources, 

any  time  furnished  to  mankind.  are  the  same.    They  have  not  more  notoa  in 
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iSbnr  song  than  the  cuckow ;  though,  far  from  and  properly  vested  in  the  hands  of  trustees ; 

tKe  softness  of  that  harbinger  of  summer  and  then  he  would  indicate  the  parcels  to  be  sold, 

plenty,  their  voice  is  as  harah  and  as  ominous  and  the  time  and  conditions  of  sale  ;  afler  this, 

as  that  of  the  raven.  he    would  admit    the  public  creditor,  if  he 

Who  but  the  roost  desperate  adventurers  chose  it,  to  subscribe  his  stock  into  this  new 

in  phikMophy  and  6nance  could  at  all  have  fund ;  or  he  might  receive  proposals  for  an 

thought  of  destroying  the  settled  revenue  of  the  assignat  from  those  who  would  advance  money 

state,  the  sole  security  for  the  public  credit,  to  purchase  this  species  of  security. 

in  the  hope  of  rebuilding  it  with  the  materials  This  would  be  to  proceed  like  men  of  busi- 

of  confiscated  property ?  If,  however,  an  ex-  ness,  methodically   and   rationally;    and    on 

cessive  zeal  for  the  state  should  have  led  a  the  only  principles  of  public  and  private  credit 

pious  and  venerable  prelate  (by  anticipation  a  that  have  an  existence.     The  dealer  would 

father  of  the  church*)  to    pillage    his  own  then  know  exactly  what   he  purchased ;  and 

order,  and,  for  the  good  of  the  church  and  the  only  doubt  which  c(tuld  hang  upon  his 

people,  to  take  upon  himself  the    place  of  mind  would  be,  the  dread  of  the  resumption  of 

grand  financier  of  confiscation,  and  comptroller  the  spoil,  which  one  day  might  be  made  (per- 

general  of  sacrilege,  he    and  his  coaidjutors  haps  with  an  addition  of  punishment)  from  the 

wore,  in  my  opinion,  bound  to  shew,  by  their  sacrilegious  gripe  of  those  execrable  wretches 

subsequent  conduct,  that  they  knew  something  who  could  become  purchasers  at  the  auction  of 

of  the  oflice  they  assumed.    When  they  had  their  innocent  fellow-citizens, 

resolved  to  appropriate  to  the  FUc,  a  certain  An  open  and  exact  statement  of  the  clear 

portion  of  the  landed  property  of  their  con-  value  of  the  property,  and  of  the  time,  the  cir- 

quered  country,  it  was  their  business  to  render  cumstances,  and  the  place  of  sale,  were  all 

their  bank  a  real  fund  of  credit ;  as  far  as  necessary,  to  efface  as  much  as  possible  the 

sudi  a  bank  was  capable  of  becoming  so.  stigma  that  has  hitherto  been  branded  on  every 

To  establish  a  current  circulating   credit  kind  of  Land-bank.      It  became   necessary 

upon  any  Landrbank,  under  any  circumstances  on  another  principle,  that  is,  on  account  of  a 

whatsoever,  has  hitherto  proved  difficult  at  pledge  of  faith  previously  given  on  that  subject, 

the   very  least.    The  attempt  has  commonly  that  their  future  fidelity  in  a  slippery  concern 

ended  in  bankruptcy.    But  when  the  assem-  might  be  established  by  their  adherence  to 

bly  were  led,  through  a  contempt  of  moral,  to  their  first    engagement.      When    they    had 

a  defiance  of  oeconoraical  principles,  it  might  finally  determined  (m   a  state  resource  from 

at  least  have  been  expected,    that    nothing  church  booty,  they  came,  on  the  14th  of  April 

would  be  omitted  on  their  part  to  lessen  this  1790,  to  a  solemn  resoluticm  on  the  subject ; 

diflSculty,  to  prevent  any  aggravation  of  thb  and  pledged  themselves  to  their  country,  **  that 

bankruptcy.     It  might  be  expected,  that  to  in  thestatement  of  the  public  charges  for  each 

render  your  Ldmd-bank  tolerable,  every  means  year,  there  should  be  brought  to  account  a  sum 

would  be  adopted  that  could  display  openness  sufl[icient  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

and  candour  in  the  statement  of  the  security  ;  R.  C.  A.  religion,  the  supported  the  ministers 

every  thing  which  could  aid  the  recovery  of  at  the  altars,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  pen- 

the  demand.    To  take  things  in   their  most  sions  to  the  ecclesiastics,  secular  as  well  as 

favourable  point  of  view,  your  condition  was  regular,  of  the  one  and  of  the  other  sex,  m 

that  of  a  man  of  a  large  landed  estate,  which  order  that  the  eatiUea  and  good*  which  are  at  the 

he  wished  to  dispose  of  for  the  discharge  of  a  disposal  of  the  nation  may  he  disengaged  of  all 

del^,  and  the  supply  of  certain  services.     Not  charges,  and  employed  by  the  representaJtixxs,  or 

being  aUe  instantly  to  sell,  you  wished   to  the  legisiative  hody^  to  the  great  and  most  pressing 

mortoage.     What  would  a  man  of  fair  inten-  exigencies  of  the  state."   They  further  engaged, 

tions,  and  a  commonlyclear  understand ino,  do  on  the  same  day,  that  the  sum  necessary  for 

in  such  circumstances?  Ought  he  not  first  to  the  year  1791  should  be  forthwith  determined, 

ascertain  the  gross  value  of  the  estate ;  the  In  this  resolution  they  admit  it  their  duty  to 

charges  of  its   management  and  disposition ;  shew  distinctly  the  expense  of  the  above  ob- 

the  encumbrances  perpetual  and  temporary  of  jects,  which,  by  other  resolutions,  they  had 

a'l  kinds  that  effect  it ;  then,  striking  a  net  before  engaged  should  be  first  in  the  order  of 

surplus,  to  calculate  the  just  value  of  the  secu-  provision.    They  admit  that  they  ought   to 

ntfl  When  that  surplus  (the  only  security  shew  the  estate  clear  and  disengaged  of  all 

to  the  creditor)  had  been  clearly  ascertained,  charges,  and  that  they  should  shew  it  imme- 
diately.   Have  they  done  this  immediately,  or 

*  La  Bruyere  ofBossuet.  &t  any  time?  Have  they  ever  furnished  a  rent- 
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PoH  ofthe  ioKiKifvable  Mtatn,  or  prea  m  an  rapine  die  Mjb  road  UnidieB.    I  flofegQiBwidi' 

inrentocy  of  tbe  Boreable  eSecU  which  thej  plensore,  in  a  Dole,   the  able  and  spirited 

coofiacate  to  tbrir  assignats  ?  In  what  manner  efaserratioos  of  M.  de  Cakane  on  this  soIh 

they  c^  fiiifl  their  ei^a^ements  oTboIding  out  ject.* 

In  public  serrice  '*  an  estate  <nsengaged  of  all  In  order  to  persoade  the  worUI  of  die  hot- 
charges/'  withoot  authenticating  the  value  of  lomless  leaumtc  of  eodesiastkal  cntrfryation, 
the  estate,  or  the  quantom  of  the  charges,  I  the  assemhlj  hare  proceeded  to  other  oonfisca- 
kare  it  to  their  English  admirers  to  explain,  tions  of  estates  in  offices,  wftidi  coold  not  be 
Ins'antlj  upon  this  assurance,  and  prerioodj  done  with  anj  commoo  coloar  without  bein^ 
to  any  one  step  towards  making  it  good,  thej  compensated  oot  of  this  grand  confiscation  of 
iMue,  on  the  credit  of  so  handsome  a  dedara-  landed  propertj.  Thej  hare  thrown  opon  this 
tioo,  sixteen  millions  sterling  of  their  paper,  fund,  which  was  to  Aew  a  surplus,  disen- 
Tbis  was  manly.  Who,  afier  this  ransterlj  gaged  oT  all  diarges,  a  new  charge ;  nanielj, 
stroke,  can  doubt  of  their  abilities  io  finance  ?  the  compensation  to  the  whole  bod^  of  the  dis- 
— But  then,befi)re  any  other  emission  of  these  banded  judicature;  and  of  all  suppressed  o^ 
financial  mdulgnukt,  they  took  care  at  least  to  fices  and  estates ;  a  charge  which  I  cannot 
make  good  their  original  promise ! — ^If  such  ascertain,  but  whidi  unquestionably  amounts 
estimate,  either  of  the  ralue  of  the  estate  or  to  many  Frendi  miBions.  Another  of  the 
the  amount  of  the  incumbrances,  has  been  new  charges,  is  an  anmiity  of  lour  hundred 
made,  ithas  escaped  me.  I  never  heard  of  it.  and  eigfa^  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be 
At  length  they  have  spoken  out,  and  they  paid  (U*  they  choose  to  keep  fitith)  by  daily 
have  made  a  full  discovery  of  their  abominable  payments,  (br  the  interest  of  the  first  assignats. 
fiaud,  in  holding  out  the  church  lands  as  secu-  Have  they  ever  given  themselves  the  trooble 
rity  for  any  debts  or  any  service  whatsoever,  to  state  fairly  the  expense  of  the  management 
They  rob  only  to  enable  them  to  cheat ;  but  ofthe  church  lands  in  the  hmds  of  die  mnnici- 
in  a  very  short  time  they  defeat  the  ends  both  palities,  to  whose  care,  skill,  and  diligence, 
of  the  robbery  and  the  fraud,  by  making  out  and  that  of  their  legion  of  unknown  under 
accounts  for  other  purposes,  which  bbw  up  agents,  they  have  chosen  to  commit  the  charge 
their  whole  apparatus  offorce  and  of  deception,  ofthe  forfeited  estates,  and  the  consequence 
I  am  obliged  to  M.  de  Calonne  (or  his  refer- 
ence to  the  document  which  proves  this  extra-  *  '*  Ce  n^est  point  a  Passemblee  entiere  que 
ordinary  fact:  it  had  by  some  means  escaped  J«  m»adre«se  ici ;  je  ne  parle  r|o'a  ceux  qui  l«. 

me      Indeed  it  w»<i  nnt  nert-ssArv  tr>  make  oiit  S*''®'**'  «»  *"*  cacham SOUS  des  gazes  seduisant. 

me.    indeed  it  was  not  nece^ary  to  make  out  es  le  but  ou  ils  1  enuaineni.    C  est  a  eux  que 

my  assertion  as  to  the  breajcn  of  taith  on  the  je  dis  :  voire  objet,  vous  n'cn  disconviendrez 

declaration  of  the  14th  of  April  1790.    By  a  re-  pas,  c'est  doter  tout  espoir  au  clerge,  et  de  con* 

port  of  dieir  comrailtee  it  now  appears,  diat  »ommer  sa  mine ;  c'eaf-la,  en  ne  vous  sonp- 

t\y^  «k..»^  ^e\,^^^',^ .k-.   ,^  !.1a  ^1i-»-*  Connani    d'aucune    combinaison  de   cupidiie, 

die  charge  of  keeping  up  the  reduced  ecclesi-  \^^^^  regard  le  jeu  des  effets  publics,  c'est  la 

astical  establishments,  and  other  expenses  at-  ce  qu»on  doit  croire  que  vous  avez  «»n  vue  dans 

tendant  on  religion,  and  maintaining  the  ro-  la  terrible  operation  que  rous  proposez ;  e'est 

ligious  of  both  sexes,  retained  or  pensioned.  ««  ^"1  doh  en  etre  le  fruit.    Mais  le  peuple  qui 

-K.  U«  oUu.  <»pcomit..,  expe^es  of  Ok.  J^I  'STir  ^ri'T.'^fde '!urq« 

same   nature,  which  they  have  brought  upon  failed  vous  pour  lui?  Rien,  absolumem  rren ; 

themselves  by  this  convulsion   in  property,  et,  an  contraire,  voos  faiiee  ee  qui  ne  conduit 

exceeds  the  income  of  the  estates  acquired  by  <?'»'*  I'accabler  de  nouvelles  charges.     Vooa 

it  in  Uje  enonnou,  ,ujn  of  .wo  .niUi^  steri^  Sl^oJ^too^^'UruiSirSiurHtJeo'lit 

annually ;  besides  a  debt  of  seven  millions  and  moyen  de  soulagemeut  en  «a  faveur  ;  et  a  cette 

upwards.      These  are  the  caIcuIatin|^powers  ressource,  aussi  profitable  que  legitime,  vous 

of  imposture!  This  is  the  finance  ofphiloso-  ^^^  substhue  une  injustice ruineuse,  qui,  de 

phy !  ThU  U.he  resuhofall  ,h.  delurions held  ''^^ZlXr^r^' X^,  iUTr'cr^oSt'd" 

out  to  engage  a  miserable  people  m  rebellion,  pense  annuelle  de  50  millions  au  moins,  et  dun 

murder,  and  sacrilege,    and  to   make    them  remboursement  de  150 millions, 

prompt  and  zealous  instruments  in  the  ruin  of  "  Malheureux  peuple !  voila  ce  que  vous  vaui 

their  A/Hit.rru  t  iMoiror  ^:/l  .  .tot<>  ;«  .»„  ».^  ^^  demier  resultail  'expropriation  d'Eglise,  et 

their  counry.  Never  did  a  state,  in  any  case,  ,a  dure.e  des  decreis  tixateurs  du  iraTtem'nt 

enrich  itself  by  the  confiscations  of  the  citizens,  ctes  mlnistres  dune  religion  bienfarsante;  de- 

This  new  experiment  has  succeeded  like  all  formais  ils  seront  a  votre  charge :  lears  eharite 

llie  rest.    Every  honest  mind,  every  true  lover  «»"la?eolent  les  paovrea ;   et  vous  allex  etre 

of  liberty  ^hua»„i,,.  mu.,  «jSce  U.  6„d  ^rT^iS^VT^Iil^^l  T^"^^ 

that  injustice  is  not  always  good  policy,  nor  92,  and  the  following  pages. 
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of  which  had  been  so  ably  pointed  out  by  the  What  must  have  been  the  state  into  which  the 

bishop  <rf*Nancy  ?  assembly  has  brought  your  affairs,  that  the 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  these  ob-  relief  afforded  by  so  vast  a  supply  has  been 
vious  heads  of  incumbrance.  Have  they  made  hardly  perceptible  ?  This  paper  also  felt  an 
out  any  clear  state  of  the  grand  incumbrance  almost  immediate  depreciation  of  five  per  cent, 
of  all,  I  mean  the  whole  of  the  general  and  which  in  a  little  time  came  to  about  seven, 
municipal  establishments  of  all  sorts,  and  com-  The  effect  of  these  assignats  on  the  receipt 
pared  it  with  tlie  regular  income  by  revenue  ?  of  the  revenue  is  remarkable.  Mr.  Necker 
Every  deficiency  in  these  becomes  a  charge  found  that  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  who 
on  the  confiscated  estate,  before  the  creditor  received  in  coin,  paid  the  treasury  in  cuagnats. 
can  planC  his  cabbages  on  an  acre  of  church  The  collectors  made  seven  per  cent,  by  thus 
proper^.  There  is  no  other  prop  than  this  receiving  in  money,  and  accounting  in  depre- 
coniSscation  to  keep  the  whole  state  from  turn-  ciated  paper.  It  was  not  very  difficult  to  fore- 
bling  to  the  ground.  In  this  situation  (hey  see,  that  this  must  be  inevitable.  It  was, 
have  purposely  covered  all  that  they  ought  in-  however,  not  the  less  embarrassing.  Mr. 
dustriously  to  have  cleared,  with  a  thick  fog;  Necker  was  obliged  (I  believe, for  a  consider- 
and  then,  blindfold  themselves,  like  bulls  that  able  part,  in  the  market  of  London)  to  buy 
shut  their  eyes  when  they  push,  they  drive,  by  gold  and  silver  for  the  mint,  which  amounted 
the  point  of  the  bayonets,  their  slaves,  blind-  to  about  twelve  thousand  pounds  above  the 
folded  indeed  no  worse  than  their  lords,  to  take  value  of  the  commodity  gained.  That  minis- 
their  fictions  for  currencies,  and  to  swallow  ter  was  of  opinion,  that  whatever  their  secret 
down  paper  pills  by  thirty-four  millions  ster-  nutritive  virtue  might  be,  the  state  could  not 
ling  at  a  dose.  Then  they  proudly  lay  in  their  live  upon  (usignats  alone ;  that  some  real  sit- 
daim  to  a  future  credit,  on  failure  of  all  their  ver  was  necessary,  particularly  for  the  satis- 
past  engagements,  and  at  a  time  when  (if  in  faction  of  those  who,  having  iron  in  their 
such  a  matter  any  thing  can  be  clear)  it  is  hands,  were  not  likely  to  distinguish  them- 
clear  that  the  surplus  estates  will  never  answer  selves  for  patience,  when  they  should  perceive 
even  the  first  of  their  mortgages,  I  mean  that  that  whilst  an  increase  of  pay  was  held  out  to 
of  the  four  hundred  millions  (or  sixteen  mil-  them  in  real  money,  it  was  again  to  be  fraudu- 
lions  sterling)  of  assignats.  In  all  this  proce-  lontly  drawn  back  by  depreciated  paper.  The 
dure  I  can  discern  neither  the  solid  sense  of  minister,  in  this  very  natural  distress,  applied 
plain  dealing,  nor  the  subtle  dexterity  of  ing^  to  the  assembly,  that  they  should  order  the  col- 
nious  fraud.  The  objection  within  the  assem-  lectors  to  pay  in  specie  what  in  specie  they 
bly  to  pulling  up  the  flood-gates  for  this  inun-  had  received.  It  could  not  escape  him,  that 
datioo  of  fraud,  are  unanswered ;  but  they  are  if  the  treasury  paid  three  per  cent,  for  the  use 
thoroughly  refuted  by  an  hundred  thousand  of  a  currency,  which  should  be  returned  sevMi 
financiers  in  the  street.  These  are  the  num-  per  cent,  worse  than  the  minister  issued  it, 
bers  by  which  the  metaphysic  arithmeticians  such  a  dealing  could  not  very  greatly  tend  to 
compute.  These  are  the  grand  calculations  on  enrich  the  public.  The  assembly  took  no 
which  a  philosophical  public  credit  is  fotmded  notice  of  his  recommendation.  They  were  in 
in  France.  They  cannot  raise  supplies ;  but  this  dilemma — If  they  continued  to  receive  the 
they  can  raise  mobs.  Let  them  rejoice  in  the  assignats,  cash  must  become  an  alien  to  their 
applauses  of  the  club  at  Dundee,  for  their  wis-  treasury :  if  the  treasury  should  refuse  those 
dom  and  patriotism  in  having  thus  applied  the  paper  amuUts,  or  should  discountenance  them 
plunder  of  the  citizens  to  the  service  of  the  in  any  degree,  they  must  destroy  the  credit  of 
state.  I  hear  of  no  address  upon  this  subject  their  sole  resource.  They  seem  then  to  have 
firom  the  directors  of  the  bank  c^  England;  made  their  option;  and  to  have  given  some 
though  their  approbation  would  be  of  a  Uuie  sort  of  credit  to  their  paper  by  taking  it  them- 
more  weight  in  the  scale  of  credit  than  that  of  sehres ;  at  the  same  time  in  their  speeches 
the  club  at  Dundee.  But,  to  do  justice  to  the  they  made  a  sort  of  swaggering  declaration, 
dub,  I  believe  the  gentlemen  who  compose  it  something,  I  rather  think,  above  legislative 
to  be  wiser  than  they  appear ;  that  they  will  competence ;  that  is,  that  there  is  no  difference 
be  less  liberal  of  their  money  than  of  their  in  value  between  metallic  money  and  their 
addresses ;  and  that  they  would  not  give  a  dog's  assignats.  This  was  a  good  stout  proof  article 
ear  of  their  most  rumpled  and  ragged  Scotch  of  feilh,  pronounced  under  an  aiiathema,  by 
paper  for  twenty  of  your  fairest  assignats.  the  venerable  fathers  of  this  philosophic  sy- 

Early  in  this  year  the  assembly  issued  paper  nod.     Credat  who  will— certainly  not  Judaua 

to  the  amount  of  sixteen  millions  sterlizig:  Jlpeila. 
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A  noMe  indigiifttion  rites  in  the  miods  of  It  u  ai  little  worth  remaxkiog  any  &r4ier 
your  popular  leaden,  on  hearing  the  magic  upon  alt  their  drawing  and  re-drawing,  on 
tanlborn  in  their  ahew  of  finance  compared  to  their  circulation  fin-  putting  off  the  evil  day, 
the  fraudulent  exhibitions  of  Mr.  Law.  They  on  the  play  between  the  treasury  and  the 
cannot  bear  to  hear  the  sands  of  his  Missis-  Cause  ^Ewoompte,  and  on  all  these  iild  ex- 
sippi  compared  with  the  rock  of  the  cbtnrch,  ploded  contrivances  of  mercantile  fraud,  now 
on  which  they  build  their  system.  Pray  let  exahed  into  policy  of  state.  The  revenue 
them  suppress  this  glorious  spirit,  untU  they  will  not  be  trifled  with.  The  prattling  about 
shew  to  the  world  what  piece  of  solid  ground  the  rights  of  men  will  not  be  accepted  in  pay- 
there  is  for  their  assignats,  which  they  have  ment  for  a  biscuit  or  a  pound  of  gun-powder, 
not*  pre^)ccupied  by  other  charges.  They  do  Here  then  the  metaphjrsicians  descend  from 
injuMice  to  that  great,  mother  fraud,  to  com-  their  airy  speculati<»]s,  and  fiiithfully  follow 
pare  it  with  their  degenerate  imitation.  It  is  examples.  What  examples  ?  The  examples 
not  true  that  Law  built  solely  on  a  speculation  of  bankrupts.  But  defeated,  bafHed,  disgraced, 
concerning  the  Mississippi.  He  added  the  when  their  breath,  their  strength,  their  inven- 
East  India  trade;  he  added  the  African  trade;  tions,  their  fancies  desert  them,  their  c<Mifi- 
he  added  the  farms  <^  all  the  farmed  revenue  dence  still  maintains  its  ground.  In  themani- 
of  France.  All  these  together  unquestionably  fest  failure  of  their  abilities,  they  take  credit 
ooold  not  support  the  structure  whidi  the  public  for  their  benevolence.  When  the  revenue 
enthusiasm,  not  he,  diose  to  build  upon  these  disappears  in  their  hands,  they  have  the  pre- 
bases.  But  these  were,  however,  in  compa-  sumption,  in  some  of  their  late  proceedings, 
risen,  generous  delusions.  They  supposed,  to  value  thenudves  on  the  relief  given  to  the 
and  th«y  aimed  at  an  increase  of  the  com-  people.  They  did  not  relieve  the  people.  If 
meroe  of  France.  They  opened  to  it  the  they  entertained  such  intentions,  why  did  they 
whole  range  of  the  two  hemispheres.  They  order  the  obnoxious  taxes  to  be  paid?  The 
did  not  think  of  feeding  France  from  its  own  people  relieved  diemselves  in  spite  of  the  as- 
substance.     A  grand  imagination   found  in  sembly. 

this  fti^t  of  commerce  something  to  captivate.  But  waving  all  discussion  on  the  parties 
It  was  wherewithal  to  dazzle  the  eye  of  an  who  may  claim  tlie  merit  of  this  fiillacious 
eagle.  It  was  not  made  to  entice  the  smell  of  relief,  has  there  been,  in  effect,  any  relief  to 
a  mole,  nuzzling  and  burying  himself  in  his  the  people  in  any  form  ?  Mr.  Bailly,  one  of 
mother  earth,  as  yours  is.  Men  were  not  the  grand  agents  of  paper  circulation,  lets  you 
then  quite  shrunk  from  their  natural  dimen-  into  the  nature  of  this  relief.  His  speech  to 
sions  by  a  degrading  and  sordid  philosophy,  the  national  assembly  contained  a  high  and 
and  fitted  for  km  and  vulgar  deceptions,  laboured  panegyric  on  the  inhabitants  of  Paris 
Above  all  remember,  that  in  imposing  on  the  for  the  constancy  and  unbroken  resolution  with 
imagination,  the  then  mani^ers  of  the  system  n^ich  they  have  home  their  distress  and  mi- 
made  a  complimmt  to  the  freedom  of  men.  sery.  A  fine  picture  of  public  felicity!  What! 
In  their  fraud  there  was  no  mixture  of  force,  great  courage  and  unccmquerable  firmness  of 
This  was  reserved  to  our  time,  to  quench  the  mind  to  endure  benefits,  and  sustain  redress ! 
little  i^immerings  of  reason  which  might  One  would  think  from  the  speech  of  this 
break  in  upon  the  solid  darkness  of  this  en-  learned  lord  mayor,  that  the  Parisians,  finr 
lightened  age.  this  twelvemcmth  past,  had  been  suffering  the 

On  recollection,  I  have  said  nothing  of  a  straits  of  some  dreadful  blockade  ;  that  Henry 

scheme  of  finance  which  may  be  urged  in  the  Fourth  had  been  stopping  up  the  avenues 

&vour  of  the  abilities  of  these  gentlemeg,  and  to  their  supply,  and  Sully  thundering  with  his 

which  has  been  introduced  with  great  pomp,  ordnance  at  the  gates  of  Paris ;   when  in 

though  not  yet  finally  adopted  in  the  national  reality  they  are  besieged  by  no  other  enemies 

assembly.    It  comes  with  something  solid  in  than  their  own  madness  and  folly,  their  own 

aid  of  the  credit  of  the  paper  circulation  ;  and  credulity  and  perverseness.    But  Mr.  Bailly 

much  has  been  said  of  its  utility  and  its  ele-  will  sooner  thaw  the  eternal  ice  of  his  atlan- 

gance.    I  mean  the  project  for  coining-  into  tic  regions,  than  restore  the  central  heat  to 

money  the  bells  of  the  suppressed  churches.  Paris,  whilst  it  remains  "  smitten  with  the 

This  is  their  alchymy.    There  are  some  fol-  cold,  dry,  petrific  mace"  of  a  false  and  unfeel- 

lies  which  baffle  arginnent ;  which  go  beyond  ing  philosophy.    Some  time  aflor  this  speech, 

ridicule ;  and  which  excite  no  feeling  in  us  that  is,  on  the  thirteenth  of  last  August,  the 

bM  disgust;   and  thersibre  I   say  no  more  same  magistrate,  giving  an  account  of  his 

^>P<")  ■*•  government  at  the  bar  of  the  same  assembly, 
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expresses  himself  as  follows :  *'  In  the  month  endeavour,  they  roust  be  taught  their  consola- 

of  July  1789,"  [the  period  of  everlasting  com-  tion  in  the  final  proporti(»is  of  eternal  justice, 

memoration,]    *'  the  finances  of  the  city  of  Of  this  consolation  whoever  deprives  them, 

Paris  were  yet  in  good  order ;  the  expenditure  deadens  their  industry,  and  strikes  at  the  root 

was  counterbalanced  by  the  receipt,  and  she  of  all  acquisition  as  of  all  conservation.    He 

had  at  that  time  a  million"  [forty  thousand  that  does  this  is  the  cruel  oppressor,  the  mer- 

pounds   sterling]  "  in  bank.     The   expenses  ciless  enemy  <^  the  poor  and  wretched ;  at  the 

which  she  has  beep  constrained  to  incur,  mb'  same  time  that  by  his  wicked  speculations  be 

wequent  to  the  revolution^  amount  to  2,500,000  exposes  the  fruits  of  successful  industry,  and 

livres.    From  these  expenses,  and  the  great  the  accumulaticms  of  fortune,  to  the  plunder  of 

falling  cfi*  in  the  product  of  the  free  gifts,  not  the  negligent,  the  disappointed,  and  the  ud- 

<mly  a  momentary,  but  a  total  want  of  money  prosperous. 

has  taken  place."  This  is  the  Paris,  upon  Too  many  of  the  financiers  by  profession 
whose  nourishment,  in  the  course  of  the  last  are  apt  to  see  nothing  in  revenue  but  bankg} 
year,  such  immense  sums,  drawn  from  the  and  circulations,  and  annuities  on  lives,  and 
▼itals  of  all  France,  have  been  expended.  As  tontines,  and  perpetual  rents,  and  all  the  small 
long  as  Paris  stands  in  the  place  of  ancient  wares  of  the  shop.  In  a  settled  order  of  the 
Rome,  so  long  she  will  be  maintained  by  the  state,  these  things  are  not  to  bo  slighted,  nor 
subject  provinces.  It  is  an  evil  inevitably  is  the  skill  in  them  to  be  held  o(  trivial  esti- 
attendant  on  the  dominion  of  sovereign  demo-  mation.  They  are  good,  but  then  only  good, 
cratic  republics.  As  it  happened  in  Rome,  it  when  they  assume  the  effects  of  that  settled 
may  survive  that  republican  domination  which  order,  and  are  built  upon  it.  But  when  men 
gave  rise  to  it.  In  that  case  despotism  itself  think  that  these  beggarly  contrivances  may 
must  submit  to  the  vices  of  popularity.  Rome,  supply  a  resource  for  the  evils  which  residt 
under  her  empcrours,  united  the  evils  of  both  from  breaking  up  the  foundations  of  public 
systems ;  and  this  unnatural  combination  was  order,  and  from  causing  or  suffering  the  prin- 
one  great  cause  of  her  ruin.  ciples  of  property  to  be  subverted,  they  will, 
To  tell  the  people  that  they  are  relieved  by  in  the  ruin  of  their  country,  leave  a  melan- 
the  dilapidation  of  their  public  estate,  is  a  choly  and  lasting  monument  of  the  effect  of 
cruel  and  insolent  imposition.  Statesmen,  preposterouspolitics,  and  presumptuous,  short- 
before  they  valued  themselves  on  the  relief  sighted,  narrow-minded  wisdom, 
given  to  the  people  by  the  destruction  of  their  The  effects  of  the  incapacity  shewn  by  the 
revenue,  ought  first  to  have  carefully  attended  popular  leaders  in  all  the  great  members  of  the 
to  the  solution  of  this  problem: — Whether  it  commonwealth  are  to  be  covered  with  the 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  people  to  pay  **  all-atoning  name"  of  liberty.  In  some 
considerably,  and  to  gain  in  proportion ;  or  to  people  I  see  great  liberty  indeed ;  in  manyi 
gain  little  or  nothing,  and  to  be  disburthened  if  not  in  the  most,  an  oppressive  degrading 
of  all  contribution  ?  My  mind  is  made  up  to  servitude.  But  what  is  liberty  without  wi»- 
decide  in  favour  of  the  first  proposition.  Ex-  dom,  and  without  virtue  ?  It  is  the  greatest  of 
perience  is  with  me,  and,  I  believe,  the  best  all  possible  evils ;  for  it  is  folly,  vice,  and  nmd>^ 
opinions  also.  To  keep  a  balance  between  the  ness,  without  tuition  or  restraint.  Those  wbd 
power  of  acquisition  on  the  part  of  the  subject,  know  what  virtuous  liberty  is,  cannot  bear  Id 
and  the  demands  he  is  to  answer  on  the  part  of  see  it  disgraced  by  incapable  heads,  on  aC 
the  state,  is  a  fundamental  part  of  the  skill  of  a  count  of  their  having  high-sounding  words  in 
true  politician.  The  means  of  acquisition  are  their  mouths.  Grand,  swelling  sentiments  of 
prior  in  time  and  in  arrangement.  Good  liberty,  I  am  sure  I  do  not  despise.  They 
order  is  the  foundation  of  aJl  good  things,  warm  the  heart ;  they  enlarge  and  liberaliie 
To  be  enabled  to  acquire,  the  people,  without  our  minds  ;  they  animate  our  courage  in  a 
being  servile,  must  be  tractable  and  obedient,  time  of  conflict.  Old  as  I  am,  I  read  the  fine 
The  magistrate  must  have  his  reverence,  the  raptures  of  Lucan  andCoraeille  with  pleasure, 
laws  their  authority.  The  body  of  the  peo-  Neither  do  I  wholly  condemn  the  little  arts 
pie  must  not  find  the  principles  c^  natural  and  devices  of  popularity.  They  facilitate 
subordination  by  art  rooted  out  of  tlieir  the  carrying  of  many  points  of  moment ;  th^ 
minds.  They  must  respect  that  property  keep  the  people  together;  they  refresh  the 
of  which  they  cannot  partake.  They  must  mind  in  its  exertions ;  and  they  diffuse  oocir 
labour  to  obtain  what  by  labour  can  be  sionaJ  gaiety  over  the  severe  brow  of  moral 
obtained ;  and  when  they  fbd,  as  they  com-  freedom.  Every  politician  ought  to  laarifiot 
monly  do,  the  success  disproportioned  to  the  to  the  graces ;  and  to  join  compUaneo  ""^^ 
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r«MOO.    But  in  mich  an  undertaking  as  that  Some  usages  have  been  abolished  on  just 

in  France,  all  these  subsidiary  sentiments  and  grounds ;  but  they  were  such,  that  if  they  had 

artifices  are  of  little  avail.     To  make  a  go-  stood  as  they  were  to  all  eternity,  they  wouU 

Temment  requires  no  great  prudence.     Settle  little  detract  from  the  happiness  and  prosperity 

the  seat  of  power ;  teach  obedience :  and  the  of  any  state.    The  improvements  of  the  na- 

work  is  done.    To  give  freedom  is  still  more  tional  assembly  are  superficial,  their  errours 

easy.    It  is  not  necessary  to  guide;   it  only  fundamental. 

requires  to  let  go  the  rein.    But  to  form  a/ree         Whatever  they  are,  I  w^h  my  countrymen 
gavemmefU ;  that  is,  to  temper  together  these  rather  to  recommend  to  our  neighbours  the 
opposite  elements  of  liberty  and  restraint  in  example  of  the  British  constitution,  than  to 
ooe  consistent  work,  requires  much  thought,  take  models  fcoca  them  for  the  improvement  of 
daep  reflection,  a  sagacious,  powerful,  and  our  own.    In  the  ibrmer  they  have  got  an  in- 
ooiDbining  mind.    This  I  do  not  find  in  those  valuable  treasure.     They  are  not,  I  think, 
who  take  the  lead  in  the  national  assembly,  without  some   causes  of  apprehension  and 
Perhaps  they  are  not  so  miserably  deficient  as  complaint ;  but  these  they  do  not  owe  to  their 
they  appear.     I  rather  believe  it.    It  wouki  constitution,  but  to  their  own  conduct.    I  think 
put  them  below  the  common  level  of  human  our  happy  situation  owing  to  our  constitution ; 
understanding.     But  when  the  leaders  choose  but  owing  to  the  whole  of  it,  and  not  to  any 
to  make  themselves  bidders  at  an  auction  of  part  singly ;  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  what 
popularity,  their  talents,  in  the  construction  of  we  have  left  standing  in  our  several  reviews 
the  state,  will  be  of  no  service.    They  will  and  reformations,  as  well  as  to  what  we  have 
become  flatterers  instead  of  legislators ;  the  altered  or  superadded.    Our  people  will  find 
instruments,  not  the  guides  of  the  people.    If  employment  enough  for  a  truly  patriotic,  fi-ee, 
any  of  them  should  happen  to  pro|x>se  a  scheme  and  independent  spirit,  in  guairdiug  what  they 
of  liberty,  soberly  limited,  and  defined  with  possess  from  violation.    I  would  not  exclude 
proper  qualifications,  he  will  be  immediately  alteration  neither;  but  even  when  I  changed, 
oatbid  by  his  competitors,  who  will  produce  it  should  be  to  preserve.    I  should  be  led  to 
■omething  mora  splendidly  popular.    Suspi-  my  remedy  by  a  great  grievance.    In  what  1 
cions  will  be  raised  of  his  fidelity  to  his  cause,  did,  I  should  follow  the  example  of  our  ances- 
Moderation  will  be  stigmatized  as  the  virtue  tors.    I  would  make  the  reparation  as  nearly 
of  cowards ;  and  compromise  as  the  prudence  as  possible  in  the  style  of  the  building.    A 
of  traitors ;   until,  in  hopes  of  preserving  the  politic  catition,  a  guarded  circumspection,  a 
credit  which  may  enable  him  to  temper  and  moral  rather  than  a  complexional  timidity, 
moderate  on  some  occasions,  the  popular  leader  were  among  the  ruling  principles  of  our  fore- 
is  obliged  to  become  active  in  propagating  doo  fathers  in  their  most  decided  ccmduct.    Not 
trines,  and  establishing  powers,  that  will  afler-  being  illuminated  with  the  light  of  which  the 
wards  defeat  any  sober  purpose  at  which  he  gentlemen  of  France  tell  us  they  have  got  so 
ultimately  might  have  aimed.  abundant  a  share,  they  acted  luider  a  strong 
But  am  I  so  unreasonable  as  to  see  nothing  impression  of  the  ignorance  and  fallibility  of 
at  all  that  deserves  commendation  in  the  inde-  mankind.   He  that  had  made  them  thus  fallible, 
&tigable  labours  of  this  assembly?   I  do  not  rewarded  them  for  having  in  their  conduct  at- 
deny  that  among  an  infinite  number  of  acts  of  tended  to  their  nature.    Let  us  imitate  their 
▼iolence  and  folly,  some  good  may  have  been  caution,  if  we  wish  to  deserve  their  fortune,  or 
done.    They  who  destroy  every  thing  certainly  to  retain  their  bequests.    Let  us  add,  if  we 
will  remove  some  grievance.    They  who  make  please,  but  let  us  preserve  what  they  have  left ; 
Ofery  thing  new,  have  a  chance  that  they  may  and,  standing  on  the  firm  ground  of  the  British 
ettablish  something  beneficial.    To  give  them  constitution,  let  us  be  satisfied  to  admire,  ra- 
credit  for  what  they  have  done  in  virtue  of  the  ther  than  attempt  to  follow  in  their  desperate 
authority  they  have  usurped,  or  to  excuse  them  flights  the  aeronauts  of  France, 
in  the  crimes  by  which  that  authority  has  been         I  have  told  you  candidly  my  sentiments.    I 
acquired,  it  must  appear,  that  the  same  things  think  they  are  not  likely  to  alter  yours.    I  do 
could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  pro-  not  know  that  they  ought.    You  are  young ; 
ducing  such  a  revolution.   Most  assuredly  they  you  cannot  guide,  but  must  follow  the  fortune 
might ;  because  almost  every  one  of  the  regu-  of  your  country.    But  hereafler  they  may  be 
lations  made  by  them,  which  is  not  very  equi-  of  some  use  to  you,  in  some  future  form  which 
vocal,  was  either  in  the  cession  of  the  kmg,  your  commonwealth  may  take.    In  the  present 
voluntarily  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  states,  it  can  hardly  remain ;  but  before  its  final  set- 
or  in  the  conctirrent  instructions  to  the  orders,  tlement  it  may  be  obliged  to  pass,  as.  one  of 
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our  poet  8ay8,  "  through  great  varieties  of  un-  employed  on  your*aflairs ;  and  who  in  so  doing 

tried  being,"  and  in  all  its  transmigrations  to  persuades  himself  he  has  not  departed  from  his 

be  purified  by  fire  and  blood.  usual  office :  they  come  from  one  who  desires 

I  have  little  to  recommend  my  opinions  but  honours,  distinctions,  and  emoluments,  but  lit- 

long  observation  and  much  impartiality.   They  tie ;  and  who  expects  them  not  at  all ;  who  has 

come  from  one  who  has  been  no  tool  of  power,  no  contempt  for  fame,  and  no  fear  of  obloquy  ; 

no  flaUerer  of  greatness ;  and  who  in  his  last  who  shuns  contention,  though  he  will  hazard 

acts  does  not  wish  to  belie  the  tenour  of  his  an  opinion  :  from  one  who  wishes  to  preserve 

life.    They  come  from  one,  almost  the  whole  consistency ;  but  who  would  preserve  consis- 

of  whose  public  exertion  has  been  a  struggle  tency  by  varying  his  means  to  secure  the  unity 

for  the  liberty  of  others ;  from  one  in  whose  of  his  end ;  and,  when  the  equipoise  d*  the 

breast  no  anger  durable  or  vehement  has  ever  vessel  in  which  he  sails  may  he  endangered 

been  kindled,  but  by  what  he  considered  as  by   overloading   it  upon  one  side,  is   desi- 

tyranny ;  and  who  snatches  from  his  share  in  rous  of  carrying   the   small  weight  of  hii 

the  endeavours  which  are  used  by  good  men  to  reasons  to  that  which  may  preserve  its  equi- 

discredit  opulent  oppression^  the  hours  he  has  poise. 


A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  BURKE 

TO  A  MEMBER  OP  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY;  IN  ANSWER  TO  SOME 
OBJECTIONS  TO  HIS  BOOK  ON  FRENCH  AFFAIRS.    1791. 

Sir, — ^I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  design  of  the  architects  then  in  the  execution 

of  the  17th  of  November  last ;  in  which,  with  of  the  masons.    It  was  not  worth  my  reader's 

some  exceptions,  you  are  pleased  to  consider  while  to  occupy  himself  with  the  alterations  by 

favourably  the  letter  I  have  written  on   the  whichbungling  practice  corrects  absurd  theory, 

affairs  of  France.    I  shall  ever  accept  any  mark  Such  an  investigation  would  be  endless:  be- 

of  approbation,  attended  with  instruction,  with  cause  every  day's  past  experience  of  imprac- 

more  pleasure  than  general  and  unqualified  ticability  has  driven,  and  every  day's  future 

praises.     The  latter  can  serve  only  to  flatter  experience  will  drive,  those  men  to  new  de- 

our  vanity ;  the  former,  whilst  it  encourages  us  vices  as  exceptionable  as  the  old ;  and  which 

to  proceed,  may  help  to  improve  us  in  our  are  no  otherwise  worthy  c^  observation  than  as 

progress.  they  give  a  daily  proof  of  the  delusion  of  their 

Some  of  the  errours  you  point  out  to  me  in  promises,  and  the  falsehood  of  their  professicms. 
my  printed  letter  are  really  such.  One  only  Had  I  followed  all  these  changes,  my  letter 
I  find  to  be  material.  It  is  corrected  in  the  would  have  been  only  a  gazette  of  their  wan- 
edition  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  tending  to  derings ;  a  journal  of  their  march  from  errour 
you.  As  to  the  cavils  which  may  be  made  on  to  errour,  through  a  dry  dreary  desert,  unguided 
some  part  of  my  remarks,  with  regud  to  the  by  the  lights  of  heaven,  or  by  the  contrivance 
gradadoTu  in  your  new  constitution,  you  ob-  which  wisdom  has  invented  to  supply  their 
serve  justly,  that  they  do  not  affect  the  sub-  place. 

stance  of  my  objections.    Whether  there  be  a        I  am  unalterably  persuaded,  that  the  attempt 

round  more  or  less  in  the  bidder  of  representa-  to  oppress,  degrade,  impoverish,  confiscatey 

tion,  by  which  your  workmen  ascend  from  their  and  extinguish  the  original  gentlemen,  and 

parochial  tyranny  to  their  federal  anarchy,  landed  proper^  d[  a  whole  nation,  cannot  be 

when  the  whole  scale  is  false,  appears  to  me  justified  under  any  form  it  may  assume.   I  am 

of  little  or  no  importance.  satisfied  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  project  of 

I  published  my  thoughts  on  that  constitution,  turning  a  great  empire  into  a  yestry,  or  into  a 

that  my  countrymen  might  be  enabled  to  esti-  collecti&n  of  vestries,  and  of  governing  it  in 

mate  the  wisdom  of  the  plans  which  were  held  the  spirit  of  a  parochial  administration,  i» 

out  to  their  imitation.    I  conceived  that  the  senseless  and  absurd,  in  any  mode,  or  with  any 

true  character  of  those  plans  would  be  best  col-  qualifications.    I  can  never  be  convinced,  that 

lected  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  scheme  tit  placing  the  highest  powers  of 

them.    I  thought  that  the  scheme  of  their  buiU  the  state  in  chuit>h  wardens  and  constables,  and 

ding   would  Ix)   better  comprehended  in  the  other  such  officers,  guided  by  the  pnidenee  oC 
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litigioca  attoraiM,  and  Jew  brokers,  and  set  We  cannot  act  on  these  anomalies  in  the  i 

in  action  by  shameless  women  of  the  lowest  of  men.    I  do  not  conceive  that  the  persom 

condition,  by  keepers  of  hotels,  taverns  and  who  have  contrived  these  things  can  bo  made 

brothels,  by  pert  apprentices,  by  clerks,  shop-  much  the  better  or  the  worse  for  any  thing 

boys,  hair-dressers,  fiddlers,  and  dancers  on  which  can  be  said  to  them.     They  are  reasoo 

the  stage,  (who,  in  such  a  commonwealth  as  proof.    Here  and  there,  some  men,  who  were 

yours,  will  in  future  overbear,  as  already  they  at  first  carried  away  by  wild  good  intentions, 

have  overborne,  the  sober  incapacity  of  dull  may  be  led,  when  theb  first  fervours  are  abated, 

iminstructcd  men,  of  useful  but  laborious  occu-  to  join  in  a  sober  survey  of  the  schemes  into 

palions,)  can  never  be  put  into  any  shape,  that  w^ich  they  had  been  deluded.    To  those  only 

must  not  be  both  disgraceful  and  destructive,  (and  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  are  not  likely  to 

The  whole  of  this  project,  even  if  it  were  what  make  a  large  description)  we  apply  with  any 

it  pretends  to  be,  and  was  not  m  reality  the  hope.    I  may  speak  it  upon  an  assurance  al- 

dominion,  through  that  disgraceful  medium,  of  most  approaching  to  absolute  knowledge,  that 

half  a  dozen,  or  perhaps  fewer,  intriguing  poli-  nothing  has  been  done  that  has  not  been  con- 

ticians,  is  so  mean,  so  low-minded,  so  stupid  a  trived  from  the   beginning,  even  before  the 

contrivance,  in  point  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  so  states  had  assembled.    NvUa  wnxi  mUu  re» 

perfectly  detestable  for  its  wickedness,  that  I  vwpinane  turgit.    They  are  the  same  men  and 

must  always  consider  the  correctives  which  the  same  designs  that  they  were  from  the  first, 

might  make  it  in  any  degree  practicable,  to  be  tbou^  varied  in  their  appearance.    It  was  the 

80  many  new  objections  to  it.  very  same  animal  that  at  first  crawled  about  in 

In  that  wretched  state  of  things,  some  are  the  shape  of  a  caterpillar,  that  you  now  see  rise 

afraid  that  the  authors  of  your  miseries  may  be  into  the  air,  and  expand  his  wings  to  the  sun. 

led  to  precipitate  their  further  designs,  by  the  Proceeding,  therefore,  as  we  are  obliged  to 

hints  they  may  receive  from  the  very  argu-  proceed,  that  is  upon  an  hypothesis  that  we 

ments  used  to  expose  the  absurdity  of  their  address  rational  men,  can  false  political  prin- 

■ystem,  to  mark  the  incongruity  of  its  parts,  ciples  be  more  effectually  exposed,  than  by 

aind  its  inconsistency  with  their  own  principles ;  demonstrating  that  they  lead  to  ccmsequences 

and  that  your  masters  may  be  led  to  render  directly  inconsistent  with  and  subversive  of  the 

their  schemes  more  consistent,  by  rendering  arrangements  grounded  upon  them  ?    If  this 

them  more  mischievous.    Excuse  the  liberty  kind  of  demonstration  is  not  permitted,  the 

which  your  indulgence  authorizes  me  to  take,  process  of  reasoning  called  deducth  ad  abtut' 

when  I  observe  to  you,  that  such  apprehensions  dum,  which  even  the  severity  of  geometry  does 

as  these  would  prevent  all  exertion  of  our  fit-  not  reject,  could  not  be  employed  at  all  in  le- 

culties  in  this  great  cause  of  mankind.  gislative  discussions.    One  of  our  strongest 

A  rash  recourse  to /orce  is  not  to  be  justified  weapons  against  folly  acting  with  authority, 

in  a  state  of  real  weakness.    Such  attempts  would  be  lost. 

bring  on  disgrace ;  and,  in  their  failure,  cUs-  Tou  know,  Sir,  that  even  the  virtuous  efforts 

countenance  and  discourage  more  rational  en-  of  your  patriots  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  your 

deavours.   But  reaaon  is  to  be  hazarded,  though  country  have  had  this  very  turn  given  to  them. 

it  may  be  perverted  by  craft  and  sophistry;  It  has  been  said  here,  and  in  France  too,  that 

for  reason  can  suffer  no  loss  nor  shame,  nor  the  reigning  usurpers  would  not  have  carried 

can  it  impede  any  useful  plan  of  future  policy,  their  tyranny  to  such  destructive  lengths,  if 

In  the  unavoidable  uncertainty,  as  to  the  effect,  they  had  not  been  stimulated  and  provoked  to 

which  attends  on  every  measure  of  human  pru-  it  by  the  acrimony  of  your  opposition.    There 

dence,  nothing  seems  a  surer  antidote  to  the  is  a  dilemma  to  which  every  opposition  to  suc- 

poison  of  fraud  than  its  detection.    It  is  true  cessful  iniquity  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 

the  fraud  may  be  swallowed  after  this  disco-  be  liable.    If  you  lie  still,  you  are  considered 

very ;  and  perhaps  even  swallowed  the  more  as  an  accomplice   in  the  measures  in  which 

greedily  for  being  a  detected  fraud.  Mensom^  you  silently  acquiesce.    If  you  resist,  you  are 

times  make  a  point  of  honour  not  to  be  disa-  accused  of  provoking  irritable  power  to  new 

bused ;  and  they  had  rather  fall  into  an  hundred  excesses.     The  conduct  c^  a  losing  party  never 

errours  than  confess  one.    But  after  all, — when  appears  right :  at  least  it  never  can  possess 

neither  our  principles  nor  our  dispositions,  nor,  the  only  infallible  critericm  of  wisdom  to  vulgar 

perhaps,  our  talents,  enable  lis  to  encotmter  judgments — success. 

delusion  with  delusion,  we  must  use  our  best  The  indulgence  of  a  sort  of  undefined  hope, 
reason  to  those  that  ought  to  be  reasonable  an  obscure  confidence,  that  some  lurking  re- 
creatures,  and  to  take  our  chance  for  the  event,  mains  of  virtue,  some  degree  of  shame,  might 
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exist  in  the  iH'easts  of  the  oppressors  of  France,  derived  from  their  operations,  or  that  the  public 

has  been  among  the  causes  which  have  helped  has  prospered  in  any  one  instance,  under  their 

to  bring  on  the  commcm  ruin  of  king  and  people,  management.     The  nation  is  sick,  very  sick, 

There  is  no  safety  for  honest  men,  but  by  be-  by  their  medicines.    But  ihe  cfutrlatan  teUs 

lieving  all  possible  evil  of  evil  men,  and  by  them  that  what  is  past  cannot  be  helped  }— 

acting  with  promptitude,  decision,  and  steadi-  they  have  taken  the  draught,  and  they  must 

ness  on  that  belief.    I  well  remember,  at  every  wait  its  operation  with  patience; — that  the 

epocha  of  this  wonderful  history,   in  every  first  effects  indeed  are  unpleasant,  but  that  the 

scene  of  this  tragic  business,  that  when  your  very  sickness  is  a  proof  that  the  dose  is  of 

Bc^histic  usurpers  were  laying  down  mischie-  no  sluggish  operation ; — that  sickness  is  inevit>* 

vous  principles,  and  even  applying  them  in  di-  able  in  all  constitutional  revolutions  *, — that  the 

rect  resolutions,  it  was  the  fashion  to  say,  that  body  must  pass  through  pain  to  ease ; — that 

they  never  intended  to  execute  those  declara-  the  prescriber  is  not  an  empiric  who  proceeds 

tioos  in  their  rigour.    This  made  men  careless  by  vulgar  experience,  but  one  who  grounds  his 

in  their  opposition,  and  remiss  in  early  precau-  practice*  on  the  sure  rules  of  art,  which  can- 

tion.    By  holding  out  this  fallacious  hope,  the  not  possibly  fail.    You  have  read,  Sir,  the  last 

impostors  deluded  sometimes  one  description  manifesto,  or  mountebank's  bill,  of  the  national 

of  men,  and  sometimes  another,  so  that  no  assembly.    You  see  their  presumption  in  their 

means   of  resistance  were   provided  against  promises  is  not  lessened  by  all  their  failures  in 

them,  when  they  came  to  execute  in  cruelty  the  performance.    Compare  this  last  address 

what  they  had  planned  in  fraud.  of  the  assembly,  and  the  present  state  of  your 

There  are  cases  in  which  a  man  would  be  affairs,  with  the  early  engagements  of  tliat 

ashamed  not  to  have    been    imposed    upon,  body;   engagements  which,  not  content  with 

There  is  a  confidence  necessary  to  human  declaring,  they  solemnly  deposed  upon  oath, 

intercourse,  and  without  which  irien  are  often  swearing  lustily,  that  if  they  were  supported 

more   injured  by  their  own  suspicions  than  they  would  make  their  country  glorious  and 

they  would  be  by  the  perfidy  of  others.    But  happy ;  and  then  judge  whether  those  who  can 

when  men,  whom  we  know  to  be  wicked,  im-  write  such  things,  or  those  who  can  bear  to 

pose  upon  us,  we  are  something  worse  than  read  them,  are  of  themselves  to  be  brought  to 

dupes.    When  we  know  them,  their  fair  pre-  any  reasonable  course  of  thought  or  action, 

tences  become  new  motives  for  distrust.  There  As  to  the  people  at  large,  when  once  these 

is  one  case  indeed,  in  which  it  would  be  mad-  miserable  sheep  have  broken  the  fold,  and  have 

ness  not  to  give  the  fullest  credit  to  the  most  got  themselves  loose,  not  from  the  restraint, 

deceitful  of  men,  that  is,  when  they  make  de-  but  from  the  protection  of  all  the  principles  of 

clarations  of  hostility  against  us.  natural  authority,  and  legitimate  subordination, 

I  find,  that  some  persons  entertain  other  they  become  the  natural  prey  of  impostors, 
hopes,  which  I  confess  appear  more  specious  When  they  have  once  tasted  of  the  flattery  of 
than  those  by  which  at  first  so  many  were  knaves,  they  can  no  longer  endure  reason, 
deluded  and  disarmed.  They  flatter  them-  which  appears  to  them  only  in  the  form  of  cen- 
selves  that  the  extreme  misery  brought  upon  sure  and  reproach.  Great  distress  has  never 
the  people  by  their  folly,  will  at  last  open  the  hitherto  taught,  and  whilst  the  world  lasts  it 
eyes  tif  the  multitude,  if  not  of  their  leaders,  will  never  teach,  wise  lessons  to  any  part  of 
Much  the  contrary,  I  fear.  As  to  the  leaders  mankind.  Men  are  as  much  blinded  by  the 
iu  this  system  of  imposture, — you  know,  that  extremes  of  misery  as  by  the  extremes  of  pros- 
cheats  and  deceivers  never  can  repent.  The  perity.  Desperate  situations  produce  despe- 
fraudulent  have  no  resource  but  in  fraud,  rate  councils,  and  desperate  measures.  The 
They  have  no  other  goods  in  their  magazine,  people  of  France,  almost  generally,  have  been 
They  have  no  virtue  or  wisdom  in  their  minds,  taught  to  look  for  other  resources  than  tiiose 
to  which,  in  a  disappointment  concerning  the  which  can  be  derived  from  order,  frugality, 
profitable  effects  of  fraud  and  cunning,  they  and  industry.  They  are  generally  armed; 
can  retreat.  The  wearing  out  of  an  dd,  and  they  are  made  to  expect  much  from  the 
serves  only  to  put  them  upon  the  invention  of  use  of  arms.  Nihil  non  arrogant  arrnia.  Be- 
a  new  delusion.  Unluckily  too,  the  credulity  sides  this,  the  reUrograde  order  of  society  has 
of  dupes  is  as  inexhaustible  as  the  invention 
of  knaves.     They  never  give  people  posses-  ♦  It  is  said  In  the  last  quackish  address  of  the 

■ion  •    but  thev  alwava  keen   them  in  hone  national  assembly  to  the  people  of  France,  that 

non ,   rwit  Uiey  always  keep  them  m  nope.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^^^.^  arrangements  upon 

Your  state  doctors  do  not  so  much  as  pretend  yuigar  practice ;  but  on  a  theory  which  cannot 

that  any  good  whatsoever  has  hitherto  been  fail,  or  something  to  that  effect 
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■oraething  flattering  to  the  difpotitiona  of  man-  mantB  JvUgvu  %)m,  a  let  of  men  brougbt 

kind.      The  life  of  adventurers,   gamesters,  forth  from  the  trade  of  hammering  arms  of 

gipsies,  beggars,  and  robbers,  is  not  unplea-  proof,  offensive  and  defensive,  in  aid  of  dis 

■ant.    It  requires  restraint  to  keep  men  from  enterprises,  and  for  the  subsequent  protedioa 

fiJling  into  that  habit.    The  shifting  tides  of  of  housebreakers,  murderers,  traitors,  and  ma- 

fear  and  hope,  the  flight  and  pursuit,  the  peril  lefactors  ;  men,  who  had  their  minds  seasoned 

and  escape,  the  alternate  famine  and  feast,  of  with  theories  perfectly  conformable  to  their 

the  savage  and  the  thief,  after  a  time,  render  practice,  and  who  had  always  laughed  at  pos- 

all  course  of  slow,  steady,  progressive,  un-  session  and  prescription,  and  defied  all  the 

Taried  occupalioo,  and  the  prospect  only  of  a  fundamental  maxims  of  jurisprudence.     To 

limited  mediocrity  at  the  end  of  long  labour,  to  the  borrour  and  stupefaction  of  all  the  booest 

the  last  degree  tame,  languid,   and  insipid,  part  of  this  nation,  and  indeed  of  all  natiou 

Those  who  have  been  once  intoxicated  with  who  are  spectators,  we  have  seen,  on  the  credit 

power,  and  have  derived  any  kind  of  emolu-  of  those  very  practices  and  principles,  and  to 

ment  from  it,  even  though  but  for  one  year,  carry  them  further  into  effect,  these  very  men 

never  can  willingly  abanidon  it     They  may  placed  on  the  sacred  seat  of  justice  in  the 

be  distressed  in  the  midst  of  all  their  power ;  capital  city  of  your  late  kingdom.    We  see, 

but  they  will  never  look  to  any  thing  but  power  that  in  future,  you  are  to  be  destroyed  with 

for  their  relief.    When  did  distress  ever  oblige  more  form  and  regularity.    This  is  not  peace ; 

a  prince  to  abdicate  his  authority  ?  And  wl»t  it  is  only  the  introduction  of  a  sort  of  discipline 

effect  will  it  have  upon  those  who  are  made  to  in  their  hostility.    Their  ^rranny  is  complete, 

believe  themselves  a  people  of  princes  ?  in  their  justice ;  and  their  lanteme  is  not  half 

The  more  active  and  stirring  part  of  the  so  dreadful  as  their  court, 

lower  orders  baring  got  government,  and  the  One  would  think  that  out  of  common  decency 

distribution  of  plunder,  into  their  hands,  they  they  would  have  given  you  men  who  had  not 

will  use  its  resources  in  each  municipality  to  been  in  the  habit  of  trampling  upon  law  and 

ibrm  a  body  of  adherents.     The^e  rulers,  and  justice  in  the  assembly,  neutral  men,  or  men 

their  adherents,  will  be  strong  enough  to  over-  apparently  neutral,  for  judges,  who  are  to  di»> 

power  the  discontents  of  those  who  have  not  pose  of  your  lives  and  fortunes, 

been  able  to  assert  their  share  of  the  spoiU  Cromwell,  when  he  attempted  to  legalize  his 

The  unfortunate  adventurers  in  the  cheating  power,  and  to  settle  his  conquered  country  in 

lottery  of  plunder  will  probably  be  the  least  a  state  of  order,  did  not  look  for  dispensers  of 

sagacious,  or  the  most  inactive  and  irresolute  justice  in  the  instruments  of  his  usurpation. 

of  the  gang.     If,  on   disappointment,  they  Quite  the  contrary.  He  sought  out,  with  great 

should  dare  to  stir,  they  will  soon  be  sup-  solicitude  and  selection,  and  even  from  the 

pressed  as  rebels  and  mutineers  by  their  bro-  p&rty  roost  opposite  to  his  designs,  men  of 

ther  rebels.    Scantily  fed  for  a  whUe,  with  the  weight,  and  decorum  of  character ;  men  un- 

offal  of  plunder,  they  will  drop  off  by  degrees ;  stained   with  the  violence  of  the  times,  and 

they  will  be  driven  out  of  sight,  and  out  of  with  hands  not  fouled  with  confiscation  and 

thought ;    and  they  will  be  left  to  perish  ob-  sacrilege :  for  he  chose  an  Hales  for  his  chief 

•curely,  like  rats,  in  holes  and  comers.  justice,  though  he  absolutely  refused  to  take  his 

From  the  forced  repentance  of  invalid  muti-  ciric  oaths,  or  to  make  any  acknowledgment 

neers  and  disbanded  thieves,  you  can  hope  for  whatsoever  of  the  legality  of  his  government, 

no  resource.    Government  itself,  which  ought  Cromwell  told  this  great  lawyer,  that  since  he 

to  constrain  the  more  bold  and  dexterous  of  did  not  approve  his  title,  all  he  required  of  him 

these  robbers,  is  their  accmnplice.    Its  arms,  was,  to  administer,  in  a  manner  agreeable  to 

its  treasures,  its  all,  are  in  their  hands.    Judi-  his  pure  sentiments  and  unspotted  character, 

cature,  which  above  all  things  should  awe  them,  that  justice  without  which  human  society  can- 

is  their  creature  and  their  instrument  Nothing  not  subsist:  that  it  was  not  his  particular 

■eems  to  me  to  render  your  internal  situati(Ni  government,  but  ciril  order  itself,  which  as  a 

more  desperate  than  this  one  circumstance  of  judge  he  wished  him  to  support    Cromwel 

the  state  of  your  judicature.    Many  days  are  knew  how  to  separate  the  institutions  expedient 

not  passed  since  we  have  seen  a  set  c^  men  to  his  usurpation  from  the  administration  of  the 

brought  forth  by  your  rulers  for  a  roost  critical  public  justice  of  his  country.    For  Cromwel 

function.    Your  rulers  brought  forth  a  set  of  veas  a  man  in  whom  ambition  liad  not  whottf 

men,  steaming  from  the  sweat  and  drudgery,  suppressed,  but  only  suspended,  the  aentimenti 

•nd  all  black  with  the  smoke  and  soot  of  the  of  religion,  and  the  love  (as  fi&r  as  it  couU 

fcrg0  of  confiacation  and  rabbeiy— <irtfefifw  consist  with  his  designs)  of  fiur  and  honour* 
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able  reputatioo.  Aocordinisly,  we  are  indebted  I  am  told  that  the  very  bom  of  such  Jew^ 
to  this  act  of  his  for  the  preservation  of  our  jobbers  have  been  made  bishops ;  persons  not 
laws,  which  some  senseless  asserters  of  the  to  be  suspected  of  any  sort  of  Chritdcm  super- 
rights  of  men  were  then  on  the  point  of  en-  stition,  fit  colleagues  to  the  holy  prelate  of 
tirely  erasing,  as  relics  of  feudality  and  bar-  Autun ;  and  bred  at  the  feet  of  that  Gamaliel. 
barism.  Besides,  he  gave  in  the  appointment  We  know  who  it  was  that  drove  the  money- 
of  that  man,  to  that  age,  and  to  all  posterity,  changers  out  of  the  temple.  We  see  too  who 
die  most  brilliant  example  of  sincere  and  fer-  it  b  that  brings  them  in  again.  We  have  in 
Teat  piety,  exact  justice,  and  pr(^ound  jurispru-  London  very  respectable  persons  of  the  Jewish 
dence.*  But  these  are  not  the  things  in  which  nation,  whom  we  will  keep:  but  we  have  of 
your  philosophic  usurpers  choose  to  follow  the  same  tribe  others  of  a  very  different  de- 
Cromwell.  scription, — housebreakers,  and  receivers  of 
One  would  think,  that  afler  an  honest  and  stolen  goods,  and  forgers  of  paper  currency, 
necessary  revolution  (if  they  had  a  mind  that  more  than  we  can  conveniently  hang.  These 
theirs  diould  pass  for  such)  your  masters  would  we  can  spare  to  France,  to  1^1  the  new  epis- 
have  imitated  the  virtuous  policy  of  those  who  copal  thrones :  men  well  versed  in  swearing ; 
have  be^i  at  the  head  of  revolutions  of  that  and  who  will  scruple  no  oath  which  the  fertile 
^orious  character.  Burnet  tells  us,  that  no-  genius  of  any  c^  your  reformers  can  devise, 
thing  tended  to  reconcile  the  En^sh  nation  In  matters  so  ridiculuus,  it  is  hard  to  be 
to  the  go^anment  of  king  William  so  much  grave.  On  a  view  of  their  consequences,  it  is 
as  the  care  he  took  to  fill  the  vacant  bishoprics  almost  inhuman  to  treat  them  lighUy.  To  what 
with  men  who  had  attracted  the  public  esteem  a  state  of  savage,  stupid,  servile  insensibility 
by  their  learning,  eloquence,  and  piety,  and  must  your  people  be  reduced,  who  can  endure 
above  all,  by  their  known  moderation  in  the  such  proceedings  in  their  church,  their  state, 
state.  With  you,  in  your  purifying  revolution,  and  their  judicature,  even  for  a  moment!  but 
whom  have  you  chosen  to  regulate  the  church?  the  deluded  people  of  France  are  like  other 
Mr.  Mirabeau  is  a  fine  speaker — and  a  fine  madmen,  who,  to  a  miracle,  bear  hunger,  and 
writer, — and  a  fine— a  very  fine  man; — but  thirst,  and  cold,  and  confinement,  and  the 
really  nothing  gave  more  surprise  to  every  body  chains  and  lash  of  their  keeper,  whilst  all  the 
here,  than  to  find  him  the  supreme  head  o^  while  they  support  themselves  by  the  imagina- 
your  ecclesiastical  affairs.  The  rest  is  of  tion  that  Uiey  are  generals  of  armies,  prophets, 
course.  Your  assembly  addresses  a  manifesto  kings,  and  emperours.  As  to  a  change  c^  mind 
to  France,  in  which  they  tell  the  people,  with  in  these  men,  who  consider  infamy  as  honour, 
an  insulting  irony,  that  they  have  brought  the  degradation  as  preferment,  bondage  to  k)w  ty- 
church  to  its  primitive  condition.  In  one  re-  rants  as  liberty,  and  the  practical  scorn  and 
spect  their  dedaration  is  undoubtedly  true ;  for  contumely  of  their  upstart  masters,  as  marks 
they  have  brought  it  to  a  state  of  poverty  and  of  respect  and  homage,  I  look  upon  it  as  abso- 
persecution.  What  can  be  hoped  for  afler  lutely  impracticable.  These  madmen,  to  be 
this  ?  Have  not  men  (if  they  deserve  the  cured,  must  first,  like  other  madmen,  be  sub- 
name)  under  this  new  hope  and  head  of  the  dued.  The  sound  part  of  the  communis, 
church,  been  made  bishops,  for  no  other  merit  which  I  believe  to  be  targe,  but  by  no  means 
than  having  acted  as  instruments  of  atheists ;  the  largest  part,  has  been  taken  by  surprise, 
for  no  other  merit  than  having  thrown  the  and  is  disjointed,  terrified,  and  disarmed.  That 
chUdren's  bread  to  dogs ;  and  in  order  to  gorge  sound  part  of  the  community  must  first  be  put 
the  whole  gang  of  usurers,  pedlars,  and  itine-  into  a  better  condition,  before  it  can  do  any 
rant  Jew-discounters  at  the  comers  of  streets,  thing  in  the  way  of  deliberation  or  persuasion, 
starved  the  poor  of  their  Christian  flocks,  and  This  must  be  an  act  of  power,  as  well  as  of 
their  own  brother  pastors?  Have  not  such  wisdom;of  power,  in  the  hands  of  firm,  deter- 
men  been  made  bishops  to  administer  in  tem-  mined  patriots,  who  can  distinguish  the  misled 
pies,  in  which  (if  the  patriotic  donations  have  firom  traitors,  who  will  regulate  the  state  (if 
not  abeady  stripped  them  of  their  vessels)  the  such  should  be  their  fortune)  with  a  discrimi- 
churchwaniens  ought  to  take  security  for  the  nating,  manly,  and  provident  mercy ;  men  who 
altar  plate,  and  not  so  much  as  to  trust  the  are  purged  of  the  surfeit  and  indigestion  of 
dialice  in  their  sacrilegious  hands,  so  long  as  systems,  if  ever  they  have  been  admitted  into 
Jews  have  assignats  on  ecclesiastic  plunder,  £e  habit  of  their  minds ;  men  who  will  lay 
to  eacfaange  ibr  the  silver  stolen  firom  churdies?  the  foimdation  of  a  real  reform,  in  effacing 

every  vestige  of  that  philosophy  which  pre- 

•  See  Bomet's  Life  of  Halss.  tonda  to  have  made  discoveriM  in  the  lerro 
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flM«<^<iItf  of  morality ;   men  who  will  fix  the  tous  or  more  oppressive  to  human  nature  than 

state  upon  these  bases  of  morals  and  politics,  that  of  the  Turic ;  yet  on  mere  motives  of 

which  are  our  old,  and  immemorial,  and,  I  policy  that  prince    has   interposed  with  the 

hope,  will  be  our  eternal  possession.  threat  of  all  his  force,  to  snatch  even  the  Tork 

This  power,  to  such  men,  must  come  from  from  the  pounces  of  the  imperial  eagle.    If 

without.    It  may  be  given  to  you  in  pity  ;  for  this  is  done  in  favour  of  a  barbarous  nation, 

■urely  no  nation  ever  called  so  pathetically  on  with  a  barbarous  neglect  of  police,  fatal  to  the 

the  compassion  of  all  its  neighbours.     It  may  human  race,  in  favour  of  a  nation,  by  principle 

be  given  by  those  neighbours  on  motives  of  in  eternal  enmity  with  the  Christian  name;  a 

safety  to  themselves.    Never  shall  I  think  any  nation  which  will  not  so  much  as  give  thesalih 

country  in  Europe  to  be  secure,  whilst  there  tation  of  peace  (Salam)  to  any  of  us ;  nor 

is  established,  in  the  very  centre  of  it,  a  state  make  any  pact  wiUi  any  Christian  nation  be- 

(if  so  it  may  be  called)  founded  on  principles  yond  a  truce ; — if  this  be  done  in  favour  (^  the 

of  anarchy,  and  which  is,  in  reality,  a  college  Turic,  shall  it  be  thought  either  impolitic,  or 

of  armed  fanatics,  for  the  propagation  of  the  unjust,  or  uncharitable,  to  employ  the  same 

principles  of  assassinaticm,  robbery,  rebellion,  power,  to  rescue  from  captivity   a  virtuous 

fr«ud,  faction,  oppression,  and  impiety.    Ma-  monarch  (by  the  courtesy  of  Eurq)e  considered 

hornet,  hid,  as  for  a  time  he  was,  in  the  bottom  as  Most  Christian)  who,  after  an  intermission 

of  the  sands  of  Arabia,  had  his  spirit  and  cha-  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  years,  bad 

racter  been  discovered,  would  have  been  an  called  together  the  states  of  his  kmgdom,  to 

object  of  precaution  to  provident  minds.  What  reform  abuses,  to  establish  a  free  government, 

if  he  had  erected  his  fanatic  standard  for  the  and  to  strengthen  his  throne ;  a  monarch,  who 

destruction  of  the  Christian  religion  in  Itiee  at  the  very  outset,  without  force,  even  without 

Am,  in  the  midst  of  the  then  noon-day  splen-  solicitation,  had  given  to  his  people  such  a 

dour  of  the  then  civilized  world  ?    The  princes  Magna  Charta  of  privileges,  as  never  was 

of  Europe,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  given  by  any  king  to  any  subjects? — Is  it  to  be 

did  well  not  to  suffer  the  monarchy  o{  France  tamely  borne  by  kings  who  love  their  subjects, 

to  swallow  up  the  others.  They  ought  not  now,  or  by  subjects  who  love  their  kings,  that  this 

in  my  opinion,  to  suffer  all  the  monarchie  sand  monarch,  in  the  midst  of  these  gracious  act^ 

commonwealths  to   be  swallowed   up  in  the  was  insolently  and  cruelly  torn  from  his  palace, 

gulph  of  this  polluted  anarchy.    They  may  be  by  a  gang  of  traitors  and  assassins,  and  kept 

tolerably  safe  at  present,  because  the  compara-  in  close  prison  to  this  very  hour,  whilst  his 

tive  power  of  France  for  the  present  is  little,  royal  name  and  sacred  diaracter  were  used  for 

But  times  and  occasions  make  dangers.    In-'  the  total  ruin  of  those  whom  tho  laws  had  ap- 

testine  troubles  may  arise  in  other  countries,  pointed  him  to  protect? 
There  is  a  power  always  on  the  watch,  qua*         The  only  offence  of  this  unhappy  monarch 

tified  and  disposed  to  profit  of  every  conjuno-  towards  his  people,  was  his  attempt,  under  a 

ture,  to  establish  its  own  principles  and  modes  monarchy,  to  give  them  a  free  constitution, 

of  mischief,  wherever  it  can  hope  for  success.  For  this,  by  an  example  hitherto  unheard  of  in 

What  mercy  would  these  usurpers  have  on  the  world,  he  has  been  deposed.     It  might  well 

other  sovereigns,  and  on  other  nations,  when  disgrace  sovereigns  to  take  part  with  a  deposed 

they  treat  their  own  king  with  such  unparat-  tyrant.    It  would  suppose  in  them  a  vicious 

leled  indignities,  and  so  cruelly  oppress  their  sympathy.    But  not  to  make  a  common  cause 

own  countrymen  ?  with  a  just  prince,  dethroned  by  traitors  and 

The  king  of  Prussia,  in  concurrence  with  us,  rebels,  who  proscribe,  plimder,  confiscate,  and 

nobly  interfered  to  save  Holland  from  con-  in  every  way  cruelly  oppress  their  fellow-cit^ 

fusion.      The  same  power,  joined  with  the  zens,  in  my  opinion  is  to  foi^et  what  is  due  to 

rescued  Holland  and  with  Great  Britain,  has  the  honour,  and  to  the  rights  of  all  virtuous  and 

put  the  emperour  in  the  possession  of  the  Ne-  legal  government. 

therlands;    and  secured,   under  that  prince,         IthinkthekingofFrancetobeasmochanob* 

from  all  arbitrary  innovation,  the  ancient,  he-  ject  both  of  policy  and  compassi<Mi  as  the  Grand 

reditary  constitution  of  those  provinces.    The  Seignior  or  his  states.    I  do  not  conceive  that 

chamber  of  Wetzlar  has  restored  the  bishop  the  total  annihilation  of  France  (if  that  codd 

of  Liege,  unjustly  dispossessed  by  the  rebellion  be  effected)  is  a  desirable  thing  to  Europe  ;'or 

of  his  subjects.     The  king  of  Prussia  was  even  to  this,  its  rival  nation.  Provident  patriots 

boimd  by  no  treaty,  nor  alliance  of  blood,  nor  did  not  think  it  good  for  Rome,  that  eveft 

had  any  particular  reasons  for  thinking  the  em-  Carthage  should  bo  quite  destroyed ;  and  ha 

permr's  government  would  be  more  mischie-  was  a  wiM  Greek,  wise  for  the  genwal  Gra- 
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ekn  interest!,  as  well  as  a  brave  Lacederao-  will  probably  first  assassinate  the  queen,  wben- 

iiian  enemy,  and  generous  conquerour,  who  did  ever  the  renewed  menace  of  such  an  assassi- 

not  wish,  by  the  destruction  of  Athens,  to  pluck  nation  loses  its  effect  upon  the  anxious  mind  of 

out  the  other  eye  of  Greece.  an  affectionate  husband.    At  present,  the  ad- 

However,  Sir,  what  I  have  here  said  of  the  vantage  which  they  derive  from  the  daily  threats 

interference  of  foreign  princes  is  only  the  opinion  against  her  life,  is  her  only  security  for  preser- 

of  a  private  individual ;  who  is  neither  the  re-  ving  it.     They  keep  their  sovereign  alive  for 

presentative  of  any  state,  nor  the  organ  of  any  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  him,  like  some  wild 

party ;  but  who  thinks  himself  bound  to  ex-  beast  at  a  fair ;  as  if  they  had  a  Bajazet  in  a 

press  his  own  sentiments  with  freedom  and  cage.     They  choose  to  make  monarchy  con- 

•oergy  in  a  crisis  of  such  importance  to  the  temptible  by  exposing  it  to  derision,   in  the 

whole  human  race.  person  of  the  most  benevolent  of  their  kings. 

I  am  not  apprehensive  that  in  speaking  freely  In  ray  opinion,  their  insolence  appears  more 

on  the  subject  of  the  king  and  queen  of  France,  odious  even  than  their  crimes.    The  horrours 

I  shall  accelerate  (as  you  fear)  the  execution  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October  were  less  detest- 

of  traitorous  designs  against  them.    You  are  able  than  the  festival  of  the  14th  of  July.  There 

of  <^inion.   Sir,  Uiat  the  usurpers  may,  and  are  situations  (Grod  forbid  I  should  think  that 

diat  they  will,  gladly  lay  hold  of  any  pretext  to  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October  one  of  them)  in 

throw  off  the  very  name  of  a  king: — assuredly  which  the  best  men  may  be  confounded  with 

I  do  not  wish  ill  to  your  king ;  but  better  for  the  worst,  and  in  the  darkness  and  confusion, 

him  not  to  live  (he  does  not  reign)  than  to  in  the  press  and  medley  of  such  extremities, 

live   the  passive  instrument  of  tyranny  and  it  may  not  be  so  easy  to  discriminate  the  one 

owrpation.  firom  the  other.    The  necessities  created,  even 

I  certainly  meant  to  shew,  to  the  best  of  my  by  ill  designs,  have  their  excuse.     They  may 

power,  that  the  existence  of  such  an  executive  be  forgotten  by  others,  when  the  guilty  them- 

o&cetf  in  such  a  system  of  republic  as  theirs,  selves  do  not  choose  to  cherish  their  recoUeo- 

is  absurd  in  the  highest  degree.    But  in  de-  tion,  and  by  ruminating  their  offences,  nourish 

monstrating  this — to  them^  at  least,  I  can  have  themselves  through  the  example  of  their  past, 

made  no  discovery.     They  only  held  out  the  to  the  perpetration  of  future  crimes.    It  is  in 

royal  name  to  catch  those  Frenchmen  to  whom  the  relaxation  of  security,  it  is  in  the  expan- 

the  name  (^king  is  still  venerable.     They  cat-  sicm  of  prosperity,  it  is  in  the  hour  of  dilatation 

culate  the  duration  of  that  sentiment;  and  of  the  heart,  and  of  its  softening  into  festivity 

vi^en  they  find  it  nearly  expiring,  they  will  not  and  pleasure,  that  the  real  character  c£  men  is 

trouble  themselves  with  excuses  for  extinguish-  discerned.    If  there  is  any  good  in  them,  it 

ing  the  name,  as  they  have  the  thing.     They  appears  then    or  never.     Even    wolves  and 

used  it  as  a  sort  of  navel-string  to  nourish  their  tygers,  when  gorged  with  their  prey,  are  safe 

oonatural  offspring  from  the  bowels  of  royalty  and  gentle.  It  is  at  such  times  that  noble  minds 

itself.    Now  that  the  monster  can  purvey  for  give  all  the  reins  to  their  good  nature.     They 

its  own  subsistence,  it  will  only  carry  the  mark  indulge  their  genius  even  to  intemperance,  in 

■bout  it,  as  a  token  of  its  having  torn  the  womb  kindness  to  the  afflicted,  in  generosity  to  the 

it  came  from.    Tyrants  seldom  want  pretexts,  conquered ;  forbearing  insults,  forgiving  inju- 

Fraud  is  tlie  ready  minister  of  injustice ;  and  ries,  overpaying  benefits.  Full  of  dignity  them- 

whilst  the  currency  of  false  pretence  and  so-  selves,  they  respect  dignity  in  all,  but  they  feci  it 

phistic  reasoning  was  expedient  to  their  designs,  sacred  in  the  unhappy.  But  it  is  then,  and  bask- 

tfiey  were  under  no  necessity  of  drawing  upon  ing  in  the  sunshine  of  unmerited  fortune,  that 

me  to  furnish  them  with  that  coin.    But  pre-  low,  sordid,  ungenerous,  and  reptile  souls  swell 

texts  and  sophisms  have  had  their  day  ;  and  with  their  hoarded  poisons ;  it  is  then  that  they 

have  done  their  work.     The  usurpation  no  display  their  odious  splendour,  and  shine  out 

longer  seeks  plausibility.    It  trusts  to  power.  in  the  full  lustre  of  their  native   villany  and 

Nothing  that  I  can  say,  or  that  you  can  say,  baseness.    It  is  in  that  seascxi  that  no  man  of 

will  hasten  them  by  a  single  hour,  in  the  exe-  sense  or  honour  can  be  mistaken  for  one  of 

eution  of  a  design  which  they  have  long  since  them.    It  was  in  such  a  season,  for  them  of 

entertained.    In  spite  of  their  solemn  declara-  political  ease  and  security,  though  their  people 

tkxis,  their  soothing  addresses,  and  the  multi-  were  but  just  emerged  from  actual  famine,  and 

plied  oaths  which  they  have  taken,  and  forced  were  ready  to  be  plunged  into  a  gulph  of  penury 

others  to  take,  they  will  assassinate  the  king  and  beggary,  that  your  philosophic  lords  chose, 

when  his  namo  will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  with  an  ostcntatio'is  pomp  and  luxury,  to  feast 

their  dosigns;  but  not  a  moment  sooner.   They  an  incredible  number  of  idle  and  thoughtleei 


574  LETTER  TO  A  MEBIBBR 

people  eolWeled,  with  art  and  paioi,  from  all  ciaUy  fbrneiit  tbeae  ewH  (fispoaitioH,  and  em 

quaitera  of  the  world.    They  constructed  a  form  them  into  spring  of  actMm.    Nothing 

vast  amphitheatre  in  which  they  raised  a  species  ought  to  be  more  weighed  than  the  nature  o( 

of  pillory.*    On  this  pillory  they  set  their  law-  books  recommended  by  public  authority.   So 

ful  king  and  queen,  with  an  insulting  figure  recommended,  they  soon  form  the  character  of 

over  their  heads.    There  they  exposed  these  the  age.    Uncertain  indeed  is  the  efficacj, 

objects  of  pity,  and  respect  to  all  good  minds,  limited  indeed  is  the  extent  of  a  virtuous  insti- 

to  the  derision  of  an  unthinking  and  unprin-  tution.    But  if  education  takes  in  vice  as  any 

ciplud  multitude,  degenerated  eren  from  tha  part  of  its  system,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it 

versatile  tenderness  which  marks  the  irregular  will  operate  with  abundant  energy,  and  to  u 

and  capricious  feelings  of  the  populace.    That  extent  indefinite.    The  magistrate,  who  in  fie 

their  cruel  insult  might  have  nothing  wanting  vourof  freedom  thinks  himself  obliged  to  soier 

to  complete  it,  they  chose  the  anniversary  of  all  sorts  of  publications,  is  under  a  stricter  doty, 

that  day  in  which  they  exposed  the  life  of  their  than  any  other,  well  to  consider  what  sort  of 

prince  to  the  roont  imminent  dangers,  and  the  writers  he  shall  authorise ;  and  shall  recon- 

vilost  indignities,  just  following  the  instant  when  mend,  by  the  strongest  of  all  sanctions,  that  is, 

the  assass'ms,  whom  they  had  hired  without  by  public  honours  and  rewards.    Ue  ought  to 

owning,  first  openly  took  up  arras  against  their  be  cautious  how  he  recommends  authors  of 

kino,  corrupted  his  guards,  surprised  his  castle,  mixed  or  ambiguous  morality.    He  ought  to  be 

butchered  some  of  the  poor  invalids  of  his  gar-  fearful  of  putting  into  the  bands  of  youth  >m- 

riiion,  murdered  his  govemour,  and  like  wild  ters  indulgent  to  the  peculiarities  of  their  own 

beasts,  tore  to  pieces  the  chief  magistrate  of  complexion,  lest  they  should  teach  the  humours 

his  capital  city,  on  account  of  hii  fidelity  to  his  of  the  professor,  rather  than  the  principles  of 

service.  the  science.    He  ou^t  above  all,  to  bo  esu- 

Till  the  justice  of  the  worid  is  awakened,  tious  in  reconunending  any  writer  who  his 

such  as  these  will  goon,  without  admonition,  carried  marks  of  a  deranged  understanding; 

and  without  provocation,  to  every  extremity,  ibr  where  there  is  no  sound  reason,  there  can 

Those  who  have  made  the  exhibition  of  the  be  no  real  virtue ;  and  madness  is  everricioai 

14th  of  July,  are  capable  of  every  eril.    They  and  malignant. 

do  not  commit  crimes  for  their  designs ;  bat        The  assembly  proceeds  on  maxims  the  very 

they  form    designs  that   they  may  commit  reverse  of  these.    The  assembly  recommeods 

crimes.    It  is  not  their  necessity,  but  their  to  its  youth  the  study  of  the  bold  experimenter 

nature,  that  impels  them.    They  are  modem  in  morality.    Every  body  knows  that  there  is 

phikwophers,  which  when  you  say  of  them,  a  great  dispute  among  their  leaders,  which  of 

you  express  every  thing  that  is  ignoble,  savage,  them  is  the  best  resemblance  of  Rousseao. 

and  hard-hearted.  In  truth,  they  all  resemble  him.    His  blood 

Besides  the  sure  tokens  which  are  given  by  they  transfuse  into  their  minds  and  into  their 

the  sfiirit  of  their  particular  arrangements,  manners.     Him  they  study ;  him  they  medi- 

there  are  some  characteristic  lineaments  in  the  tate ;  him  they  turn  over  in  all  the  time  th^ 

general  policy  of  your  tunmltuous  despotism,  can  spare  from  the  laborious  mischief  of  the 

which,  in  my  opinion,  indicate,  beyond  a  doubt,  day,  or  the  debauches  of  the  night.    Rousseau 

that  no  revolution  whatsoever  in  their  dupon-  ia  their  canon  of  holy  writ ;  in  his  life  be  is 

tion  is  to  be  expected.    I  mean  their  sdieme  of  their  canon  of  Polyddu»;  he  is  their  standard 

educating  the  rising  generation,  the  principles  figure  of  perfection.     To  this  man  and  this 

which  they  intend  to  instil,  and  the  sympathies  writer,  as  a  pattern  to  authors  and  to  Frencb- 

which  they  wish  to  form  in  the  mind,  at  the  nien,  the  founderies  of  Paris  are  now  nianing 

season  in  which  it  is  the  most  susceptible,  for  statues,  with  the  kettles  of  thekr  poor  aad 

Instead  of  forming  their  young  minds  to  that  the  bells  of  their  churches.    If  an  author  had 

docility,  to  that  inodcsty,  which  are  the  grace  written  like  a  great  genius  on  geometry,  thoo^ 

and  charm  of  youtli,  to  an  admiration  of  famous  bis  practical  and  speculative  morals  were  Tt- 

examples,  and  to  an  averseness  to  any  thing  cious  in  the  extreme,  it  might  appear,  that  ia 

which  approaches  to  pride,  petulance,  and  voting  the  statue,  they  honoured  only  the  geih 

•el^once*%  (distempers  to  which  that  time  of  metrician.     But  Rousseau  is  a  moraKst,  «r 

life  is  of  itaetf  sufficiently  liable,)  they  artifi-  h»  is  nothing.     It  is  impoasible,  therefcret 

putting  the  circumstances  together,  to  i  '    * 


•  The  pillory  (carcan)  la  England  Is  generally  ^^  ?~»«?  ^  <*«»inS  ^  ««h«,  with  whom 
made  very  high,  like  that  raised  for  ezposfaiff  "^X  have  begun  to  recommend  a  ooms  « 
ilM  king  of  Franca.  *^^     aliidies.   . 
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Their  great  problem  is  to  find  a  substitute  action.    It  is  such  a  life  he  chooses  to  offer  to 

for  all  the  principles  which  hitherto  have  been  the  attention  of  mankind.    It  is  sudi  a  life, 

employed  to  regulate  the  human  will  and  action,  that,  with  a  wild  defiance,  he  flings  in  the  face 

They  find  dispositions  in  the  mind  of  such  of  his  Creator,  whom  he  acknowledges  <H)iy  to 

force  and  quality,  as  may  fit  men,  far  better  brave.    Your  assembly,  knowing  how  mudi 

than  the  old  morality,  for  the    purposes  of  more  powerful  example  is  found  than  precept, 

such  a  state  as  theirs,  and  may  go  much  fur-  has  chosen  this  man  (by  his  own  account 'witb- 

ther  in  supporting  their  power,  and  destroying  out  a  single  virtue)  for  a  model.    To  him  they 

their  enemies.    They  have  therefore  chosen  a  erect  their  first  statue.    From  him  they  com- 

selfish,  flattering,  seductive,  ostentatious  vice,  mence  their  series  of  honours  and  distinctions, 

in  the  place  of  plain  duty.    True  humility,  the  It  is  that  new  invented  virtue  which  your 

basis  of  the  Christian  system,  is  the  low,  but  masters  canonize,  that  led  their  moral  hero 

deep  and  firm  foundation  of  all  real  virtue,  constantly  to  exhaust  the  stores  of  his  powerful 

But  this,  as  very  painful  in  the  practice,  and  rhetoric  in  the  expression  of  universal  benevo- 

little  imposing  in  the  appearance,  they  have  lence  ;  whilst  his  [leart  was  incapable  of  har- 

totally  discarded.    Their  object  is  to  merge  bouring  one  spark  of  common  parental  affeo- 

ill  natural  and  all  social  sentiment  in  inordi-  tion.    Benevolence  to  the  whole  species,  and 

Bate  vanity.    In  a  small  degree,  and  conver-  want  of  feeling  for  every  individual  witii  whom 

■ant  in  little  things,  vanity  is  of  little  moment,  the  professors  come  in  contact,  form  the  char> 

When  full  grown,  it  is  the  worst  of  vices,  and  racter  of  the  new  philosophy.    Setting  up  for 

the  occasional  mimic  of  them  all.    It  makes  &Q  unsocial  independence,  this  their  hero  of 

the  whole  man  false.    It  leaves  nothing  sin-  vanity  refuses  the  just  price  of  common  labour, 

cere  or  trust-worthy  about  him.      His  best  <us  well  as  the  tribute  which  opulence  owes  to 

qualities  are  poisoned  and  perverted  by  it,  and  genius,  and  which,  when  paid,  honours  the 

cperate  exactly  as  the  worst.     When  your  giver  and  the  receiver ;  and  then  he  pleads  his 

lords  had  many  writers  as  immoral  as  the  ob-  beggary  as  an  excuse  for  his  crimes.    He  melts 

ject  of  their  statue  (sucli  as  Voltaire  and  with  tenderness  for  those  only  who  touch  him 

others)  they  chose  Rousseau ;  because  in  him  by  the  remotest  relati(m,  and  then,  without  one 

that  peculiar  vice  which  they  wished  to  erect  natural  pang,  casts  away,  as  a  sort  of  ofial  and 

into  ruling  virtue,  was  by  far  the  most  con-  excrement,  the  spawn  of  his  disgustful  amours, 

^cuous.  and  sends  his  children  to  the  hoepital  of  found- 

We  have  had  the  great  professor  and  foun-  lings.    The  bear  k>ves,  licks,  and  forms  her 

der  of  <^  pAi/osop^  c/* vanity  in  England.   As  young ;  but  bears  are  not  philosophers.    Va^ 

I  had  good  opportunities  of  knowing  his  pro-  nity,  however,  finds  its  account  in  reversing 

ceedings  almost  from  day  to  day,  he  lefl  no  the  train  of  our  natural  feelings.    Thousands 

doubt  on  my  mind,  that  he  entertained  no  prin-  admire  the  sentimental  writer ;  the  a^ctiooate 

ciple  either  to  influence  his  heart,  or  to  guide  father  is  hardly  known  in  his  parish. 

his  understanding,  but  vanity.    With  this  vice  Under  this    philosophic  instructor  in  the 

he  was  possessed  to  a  degree  little  short  of  ef^icso/'vanify,  they  have  attempted  in  France 

madness.    It  is  from  the  same  deranged  ec-  aregenerationof  the  moral  constitution  of  maa 

centric  vanity,  that  this,  the  insane  Socrates  Statesmen,  like  your  present  rulers,  exist  by 

of  the  national  assembly,  was  impelled  to  pub-  3very  thing  which  is  spurious,  fictitious,  and 

lish  a  mad  ccmfession  of  his  mad  faults,  and  to  f&lse ;  by  every  thing  which  takes  the  man  from 

attempt  a  new  sort  of  glory,  from  bringing  nis  house,  and  sets  him  on  a  stage,  which  makes 

hardily  to  light  the  obscure  and  vulgar  vices  bim  up  an  artificial  creature,  with    painted 

which  we  know  may  sometimes  be  blended  theatric  sentiments,  fit  to  be  seen  by  the  glare 

with  eminent  talents.    He  has  not  observed  of  candle-light,  and  formed  to  be  contemplated 

on  the  nature  of  vanity,  who  does  not  know  at  a  due  ('istance.    Vanity  is  too  apt  to  pre- 

that  it  is  omnivorous ;  that  it  has  no  choice  in  VAii  in  all  of  us,  and  in  all  countries.    To  the 

its  food ;  that  it  is  fond  to  talk  even  of  its  own  improvement  of  Frenchmen  it  seems  not  abso- 

fitults  and  vices,  as  what  will  excite  surprise  lutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  taught  upon 

and  draw  attention,  and  what, will  pass  at  worst  system.    But  it  is  plain  that  the  present  re- 

Ibr  openness  and  candour.  bellion  was  its  legitimate  offspring,  and   it  is 

It  was  this  abuse  and  perversion,  which  piously  fed  by  that  rebellion  with  a  daily  dote, 

vanity  makes  even  of  hypocrisy,  which  has  If  the  system  of  institution  recommended  by 

driven  Rousseau  to  record  a  life  not  so  much  the  assembly,  is  false  and  theatric,  it  is  b«^ 

as  chequered,  or  spotted  here  and  there,  with  cause  their  system  of  government  is  of  tha 

rirtues,  or  even  distinguished  by  a  single  good  same  character.    To  that,  and  to  Uiat  akioe, 
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it  is  itrictly  coofbmiable.      To  understand     yet  are  of  no  mean  importance  in  the  regolatioo 
either,  we  must  connect  the  morals  with  the     of  life.    A  moral  taste  is  not  of  force  to  torn 
politics  of  the  legislators.     Your  practical  phi-     vice  into  virtue ;  but  it  recommends  virtue  with 
iosophers,    systematic   in   every   thing,  have     something  like  the  blandishments  of  pleasure; 
wisely  began  at  the  source.      As  the  relation     and  it  infinitely  abates  the  evils  (^  vice.   Rous* 
between   parents    and    cliildren    is  the   first     seau,  a  writer  of  great  force  and  vivacity,  is 
among  the  elements  of  vulgar,  natural  mora-     totally  destitute  of  taste  in  any  sense  cf  the 
lity,*  they  erect  statues  to  a  wild,  ferocious,     word.    Your  masters  who  are  his  scholars, 
low-minded,  hard-hearted  father,  of  fine  gene-     conceive  that  all  refinement  has  an  aristocratic 
ral  feelings ;  a  lover  of  his  kind,  but  a  hater     character.     The  last  age  had  exhausted  all  its 
of  his  kindred.   Your  masters  reject  the  duties     powers  in  giving  a  grace  and  nobleness  to  oar 
of  this  vulgar  relation,  as  contrary  to  liberty;     natural  appetites,  and  in  raising  them  intoaa 
as  not  founded  in  the  social  compact ;  and  not     higher  class  and  order  than  seemed  justly  to 
binding  according  to  the  rights  of  men;  because     belong  to  them.     Through  Rousseau,  your 
the  relation  is  not,  of  course,  the  result  of  firm     masters  are  resolved  to  destroy  these  aristo- 
eleetion;  never  so  on  the  side  of  the  childreni     cratic  prejudices.    The  passion  called  lovej 
not  always  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  has  so  general  and  powerful  an  influence;  it 
The  next  relation  which  they  regenerate  by     makes   so   much   of  the  entertainment,  and 
their  statues  to  Rousseau,  is  that  which  is     indeed  so  much    the  occupation  of  that  part 
next  in  sanctity  to  that  of  a  father.     They     of  life  which  decides  the  character  for  e?er} 
differ  from  those  dd-fashioned  thinkers,  wlu>     that  the  mode  and  the  principles  on  which  it 
considered  pedagogues  as  sober  and  venerable     engages  the  sympathy,  and  strikes  the  imagi- 
characters,  and  alliud   to  the   parental.     The     nation,  become  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
moralists  of  tlie  dark  times,  preoeptorum  aancti     the  morals  and  manners  of  every  society.  Your 
wdttere  parentis  esse  loco.    In  this  age  of  light,     rulers  were  well  aware  of  this  ;  and  in  their 
they  teach  the  people,  that  preceptors  ought  to     system  of  changing  your  manners  to  accommo- 
be  in  the  place  of  gallants.      They  systemati-     date  them  to  their  politics,  they  found  nothing 
cally  corrupt  a  very  corruptible  race,  (for  some     so  ccHivenient  as  Rousseau.     Through  him 
time  a  growing  nuisance  among  you,)  a  set     they  teach  men  to  love  after  the  fashion  of 
of  pert  petulant  literators,  to  whom,  instead  of     philosophers ;  that  is,  they  teach  to  men,  to 
their  proper,  but  severe  unostentatious  duties,  Frenchmen,  a  love  without  gallantry  ;  a  love 
they  assign  the  brilliant  part  of  men  of  wit  and  without  any  thing  of  that  fine  flower  of  youth- 
pleasure,  of  gay,  young,  military  sparks,  and  fuhiess  and  gentility,  which  places  it,  if  not 
danglers  at  toilets.     They  call  on  the  rising  among  the  virtues,  anuHig  the  ornaments  of 
generation  in  France,  to  take  a  sympathy  in  li^o.     Instead  of  this  passiori,  naturally  allied 
the  adventures  and  fortunes,  and  they  endea-  to  grace  and  manners,  they  infuse  into  their 
vour  to  engage  their  sensibility  on  the  side  of  youth  an  uniashioned,  indelicate,  sour,  gloomy, 
pedagogues,  who  betray  the  most  awful  family  ferocious  medley  of  pedantry  and  lewdness; 
trusts,  and  vitiate  their  female  pupils.     They  of  metaphysical    speculations,   blended  with 
teach  the  people,  that  the  debauchers  of  vir-  the  coarsest  sensuality.      Such  is  the  general 
gins,  almost  in  the  arms  of  their  parents,  may  morality  of  the  passions  to  be  found  in  their 
be  safe  inmates  in  their  house,  and  even  fit  famous  philosopher,  in  his  famous  work  of  phi- 
guardians  of  the  honour  of  those  husbands  who  losophic  gallantry  the  NouvdU  EUnse. 
succeed  legally  to  the  office  which  the  young         When  the  fence  from  the  gallantry  of  pre- 
literators  had  preoccupied,  without  asking  leave  ceptors  is  broken  down,  and  your  families  are 
of  law  or  conscience.  no  longer  protected  by  decent  pride,  and  salu- 
Thus  they  dispose  of  all  the  family  relations  ^»y  domestic  prejudice,  there  is  but  one  step 
of  parents  and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  to  a  frightful  corruption.     The  rulers  in  the 
Through  this  same  instructor,  by  whom  they  national  assembly  are  in  good  hopes  that  the 
corrupt  the  morals,   they  corrupt    the  taste,  feniiales  of  the  first  families  in  France,  niay 
Taste  and  elegance,  though  they  are  reckoned  become  an  easy  prey  to  dancin^masters,  fid- 
only  among  the  smaller  and  secondary  morals,  dlers,  pattern-drawers,  friseurs,  and  valets  de 

chambre,  and  other  active  citizens  of  that  de- 

♦  Filiola  lua  te  delectari  laetor  et  probari  tibi  scription,  who   having  the  entry    into  your 

tr^nifo ?  T'^T^  ''*  •"*'* '  eienim,  si  haec  non  houses,  and  being  half  domesticated  by  their 

est,  nulla  p-.te-l  homn.i  esse  ad  hommeni  natu-  „:♦..„.;' u    ui     j  j      vl  i    ^     \^ 

r»  adjUMCtro :  qua  sublata  vUjb  socictas  tolliiur.  situa^^o"'  ""ay  be  blended  with  you  by  regular 

Valete  Patron  (Rousseau)  el  tui  condisclpuli !  *"<*  irregular  relations.    By  a  law,  they  have 

(L'Assemblee  Naticnale.)— Cic.  £p.  ad  Atticum.  made  these  people  their  equals.    By  adopting 
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tfie  sentinMOta  of  Rousseau,  they  have  made  rality,  through  his  meani.    This  I  confess 

diem  your  rivals.    In  this  manner,  these  great  makes  me  nearly  despair  of  any  attempt  upon 

legislators  complete  their  plan  of  levelling,  and  the  minds  of  their  IbUowers,  through  reason, 

establish  their  rights  <^  men  on  a  sure  foun-  honour,  or  ecHUcience.    The  great  object  of 

dation.  your  tyrants,  is  to  destroy  the  gentlemen  of 

I  am  certain  that  the  writings  of  Rousseau  France;  and  for  that  purpose  they  destroys,  to 

lead  directly  to  this  kind  of  sluuneful  evil.    I  the  best  of  their  power,  all  the  effect  of  those 

have  often  wondered  how  he  comes  to  be  so  relations  which  may  render  considerable  men 

nmdi  more  admired  and  followed  on  the  con-  powerful  or  even  safe.    To  destroy  that  order, 

tinentthanheishere..    Perhaps  a  secret  charm  they  vitiate  the  whole  community.    That  no 

in  the  language  may  have  its  riiare  in  this  means  may  exist  ofconfederating  against  their 

extraordinary  difference.      We  certainly  per-  tyranny,  by  the  false  sympathies  of  this  Nou- 

eeive,  and  to  a  degree  we  feel,  in  this  writer,  velle  Eloise,  they  endeavour  to  subvert  those 

a  style  glowing,  animated,  enthusiastic ;  at  the  principles  of  domestic  trust  and  fidelity,  which 

same  time  that  we  find  it  In,  diffuse,  and  not  form  the  discipline  of  social  life.    They  pro- 

IB  the  best  taste  of  composition ;  all  the  mem-  pagate  principles  by  which  every  servant  may 

bers  of  the  piece  being  pretty  equally  laboured  think  it,  if  not  his  duty,  at  lef»t  his  privilege, 

and  expanded,  without  any  due  selection  or  to  betray  his  master.     By  these  princifdM, 

mbordination  of  parts.    He  is  generally  too  every  considerable  father  of  a  femily  loses  the 

much  on  the  stretch,  and  his  manner  has  little  sanctuary  of  his  house.    D^bet  tua  cuique  do*. 

▼ariety.     We  cannot  rest  upon  any  of  his  nnu  ease pa;fitgium  hift'm'gnmi,  says  the  iasr, 

works,  though  they  contain  observations  which  which  your  legislators  have   taken  so  much 

occasionally  discover  a  considerable  insight  pains  first  to  decry,  then  to  repeal     They 

into  human  nature.    But  his  doctrines,  on  the  destroy  all  the  tranquillity  and  securi^  of  do- 

wfaole,  are  so  inapplicable  to  real  life  and  main  mestic  life ;  turning  the  asylum  of  the  house 

ners,  that  we  never  dream  of  drawing  fi^m  into  a  gloomy  prison,  where  the  firtber  of  the 

them  any  rule  for  laws  or  conduct,  or  for  forti-  family  must  drag  out  a  miserable  existence, 

fying  or  illustrating  any  thing  by  a  reference  to  endangered  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  means 

bis  opinions.    They  have  with  us  the  fate  oi  of  his  safety;  where  he  is  worse  than  solitary 

older  paradoxes,  in  a  crowd  of  domestics,  and  more  appre- 

hensive  from  his  servants  and  inmates,  than 

rcp^SSSit      **~^  *^'  *****"*  tnoresque  ^^  ^^  ^j^ed  blood-thirsty  mob  without  doors, 

Atque  ipsa  uUlitas  justi  prope  mater  et»qul  ^^  "^  ^^^7  to  pull  him  to  the  lanteme. 

It  is  thus,  and  for  the  same  end,  that  ihef 

Perhaps  bold  speculations  are  more  accept-  endeavoured  to  destroy  that  tribunal  of  oom- 
aUe,  because  more  new  to  you  than  to  us,  science  which  exists  independently  <^  edicts 
who  have  been  long  since  satiated  with  them,  and  decrees.  Your  despots  govern  by  terroor. 
We  continue,  as  in  the  two  last  ages,  to  read  They  know,  that  he  who  fears  God  fears  no- 
more  generally,  than  I  believe  is  now  done  on  thing  else ;  and  therefore  they  eradicate  fit»a 
die  continent,  the  authors  of  sound  antiqui^.  the  mind,  through  their  Voltaire,  their  Hel- 
These  occupy  our  minds.  They  give  us  an-  vetius,  and  the  rest  of  that  infamous  gang,Hhat 
other  taste  and  turn ;  and  will  not  suffer  us  to  only  sort  of  fear  which  generates  true  coo- 
be  more  than  transiendy  amused  with  para^  rage.  Their  object  is,  that  their  fellow-citif- 
doxical  morality.  It  is  not  that  I  consider  this  zens  may  be  under  the  dominion  of  no  awe, 
writer  as  wholly  destitute  of  just  notions,  but  that  of  their  committee  of  research,  and 
Among  his  irregularities,  it  must  be  reckoned  of  their  lanteme. 

that  he  is  sometimes  nioral,  and  moral  in  a  Having  found  the  advantage  of  assassinatioa 

very  sublime  strain.    But  die  general  tpirit  in  the  formation  of  their  tyranny,  it  is  the 

oiui  temiency  of  his  works  is  mischievous;  and  grand  resource  in  which  they  trust  for  the 

die  more  mischievous  for  this  mixture :  For  support  of  it.    Whoever  opposes  any  of  their 

perfect  depravity  of  sentiment  is  not  reconciU  proceedings,  or  is  suspected  of  a  design  to 

able  with  eloquence;  and  the  mind  (though  oppose  them,  is  to  answer  it  with  his  life,  or 

corruptible,  notcomplexionally  vicious)  would  the  lives.of his  wife  and  children.    This  infib- 

reject  and  throw  off  with  disgust,  a  lesson  of  mous*,  cruel,  and  cowardly  practice  of  assa»* 

pure  and  uhpiixed  evil.    These  writers  make  sination,  they  have  the  impudence  to  call  ma^ 

eiven  virtue  a  pander  to  vice.  eiful.    Thej  boast  that  they  operated  their 

However,  I  less  consider  the  author,  than  usurpation  rather  by  terrour  than  by  force; 

die  system  of  the  assembly  in  perverting  Wf^  and  that  fow  seasonaUe  murden  bave  pra- 
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woted  tb«  bkwxkhad  of  many  battles.  There  is  not  intended,  in  the  first  opermtioD,  or  m  itf 
is  no  doubt  they  will  eztead  these  acts  of  cert&in  cooseqoeoces,  for  his  own  destnictioO) 
mercy  wheoerer  they  see  an  occasion.  Dread-  your  army  seems  to  make  one  of  the  principal 
fill,  bowerer,  will  be  the  consequences  of  their  links  in  the  chain  of  that  serritude  of  anardiy, 
attempt  to  avoid  the  erils  of  war,  by  the  by  which  a  cruel  usurpation  hoUs  an  undone 
merciful  policy  of  murder.  If,  by  effectual  people  at  once  in  bondage  and  confusion, 
punishment  of  the  guilty,  they  do  not  wholly  You  ask  me  what  I  think  of  the  conduct  of 
disarow  that  practice,  and  the  threat  of  it  too,  general  Monk.  -How  this  affe<^  your  case,  I 
as  any  part  of  their  policy  ;  if  ever  a  foreign  cannot  tell.  I  doubt  whether  you  possess,  ia 
prince  enters  into  France,  he  must  enter  it  as  France,  any  persons  of  a  capacity  to  serve  the 
iMo  a  country  of  assassins.  The  mode  of  French  monarchy  in  the  same  manner  in 
civilized  war  will  not  be  practised;  nor  are  which  Monk  sen^  the  monarchy  of  England, 
the  French  who  act  on  the  present  system  en-  The  army  which  Monk  commanded  had  been 
titled  to  expect  it.  They,  whose  known  policy  formed  by  Cromwell  to  a  perfection  of  disd- 
is  to  assassinate  erery  citizen  whom  they  sus-  pline  which  perhaps  has  never  been  exceeded. 
pect  to  be  discontented  by  their  tyranny,  and  That  army  was  b&ides  of  an  excellent  oompo> 
to  corrupt  the  soldiery  d"  every  open  enemy,  sition.  The  soldiers  were  men  of  extraonli- 
must  look  for  no  modiSed  hostility.  All  war,  nary  piety  afler  their  mode,  of  the  greatest 
which  is  not  battle,  will  be  military  execution,  regularity,  and  even  severity  of  manners; 
This  will  beget  acts  of  retaliation  from  you ;  brave  in  the  field,  but  modest,  quiet  and  or* 
■ad  every  retaliation  will  beget  a  new  revenge.  deHy,  in  their  quarters ;  men  who  abhorred  the 
The  heIk>ho(inds  of  war,  on  all  sides,  will  be  idea  of  assassinating  their  oflicers  or  any  other 
imooupled  and  unmuzzled.  The  new  sdiool  persons ;  and  who  (they  at  least  who  served 
of  murder  and  barbarism,  set  up  in  Paris,  in  this  island)  were  &mly  attached  to  those 
having  destroyed  (so  fiu*  as  in  it  lies)  all  the  generals,  by  whom  they  were  well  treated 
other  manners  and  principles  which  have  hb>  and  ably  commanded.  Such  an  army,  ooce 
therto  civilized  Europe,  will  destroy  also  the  gained,  might  be  depended  on.  I  doubt  mudi, 
mode  of  civilized  war,  which,  more  than  any  if  you  could  now  find  a  Monk,  whethw  a  Monk 
thing  dse,  has  distinguished  the  Christian  could  find  in  France  such  an  army, 
world.  Sudi  is  the  approaching  golden  age,  I  certainly  agree  with  you,  that  in  all  pn>> 
which  the  Virgil"^  of  your  assembly  has  sung  babili^  we  owe  our  whole  omstitution  to  the 
to  his  PoUios !  restoration  of  the  English  monarchy.  The 
In  such  a  situaticm  of  your  political,  your  state  of  things  fWmi  which  Monk  relieved  Eog- 
ciTil,  and  your  social  morals  and  manners,  land,  was  howevet  oy  no  means,  at  that  time, 
bow  can  you  be  hurt  by  the  freedom  of  any  so  deplorable  in  any  sense,  as  yours  is  now, 
discussion?  Cauti<Hi  is  for  those  who  hsFo  and  under  the  present  sway  is  likely  to  coo- 
something  to  lose.  What  I  have  said  to  jus-  tinue.  Cromwell  had  delivered  England  from 
tify  myself  in  not  apprehending  any  iU  conse-  anarchy.  His  government,  though  militaiy 
quence  from  a  free  discussion  of  the  absurd  and  despotic,  hitd  been  regular  and  orderly. 
consequences  which  flow  Srom  the  relation  of  Under  the  iron,  and  under  the  yoke,  the  soil 
the  lawful  kiag  to  the  usurped  constitution,  yielded  its  produce.  After  his  death,  the 
will  apply  to  my  vindication  with  regard  to  the  evils  of  anarchy  were  rather  dreaded  than  felt 
exposure  I  have  made  of  the  state  of  the  army  Every  man  was  yet  safe  in  his  house  and  in 
imder  the  same  sophistic  usurpati<Hi.  The  his  property.  But  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
present  tyrants  want  no  arguments  to  prove.  Monk  freed  this  nation  fi^m  great  and  just 
what  they  must  daily  feel,  that  no  good  army  apprehensions  both  of  future  anarchy  and  of 
can  exist  on  their  principles.  They  are  in  probable  tyranny  in  some  form  or  other.  The 
no  want  of  a  monitor  to  suggest  to  them  the  king  whom  he  gave  us  was  indeed  the  veiy 
policy  of  getting  rid  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  reverse  of  your  benignant  sovereign,  who  ia 
Uie  king,  whenever  they  are  in  a  condition  to  reward  for  his  attempt  to  bestow  li^r^  on  hii 
affect  that  measure.  What  hopes  may  be  subjects,  languishes  himself  in  prison.  The 
entertained  of  your  army  fi>r  the  restoration  of  person  given  to  us  by  Monk  was  a  man  widi- 
your  liberties,  I  know  not  At  present,  yield-  out  any  sense  of  his  duty  as  a  prince ;  without 
ing  obedience  to  the  pretended  orders  of  a  any  regard  to  the  dignity  of  his  crown;  with- 
king,  who,  they  are  perfectly  apprised,  has  no  out  any  love  to  his  people;  dissolute,  fiJse, 
will,  and  who  never  can  issue  a  mandate  which  venal,  and   destitute  of  any   positive  good 

quality  whatsoever,  except  a  pleasant  tenq)er, 

*Mirabeatt)8  speech  concerning  tiniversal  peace,  and  the  manners  of  a  gentleman.    Yet  the 
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restoratuxi  of  oor  monarchy,  eFen  in  the  per-  it  is  more  than  enough  if  they  are  allowvd 
son  of  such  a  prince,  was  every  thing  to  us ;  what  will  keep  them  from  absolute  famine,  and 
for  without  monarchy  in  England,  most  ceiw  that  fcnr  the  rest,  they  must  let  their  gray  hain 
tainly  we  never  can  enjoy  either  peace   or  fall  over  the  plough,  to  make  out  a  scan^  sul>> 
liberty.    It  was  under  this  convicticm  that  the  sistence  with  the  labour  of  their  hands !    Last, 
very  first  regular  step  which  we  took  on  the  and  worst,  who  could  endure  to  bear  this  un- 
revolution  of  1688,  was  to  fill  the  throne  with  a  natural,  insolent,  and  savage  despotism  called 
real  king;  and  even  before  it  could  be  done  in  liberty?    If,  at  this  distance,  sitting  quietly 
due  form,  the  chie&  of  the  nation   did  not  by  my  fire,  I  cannot  read  their  decrees  and 
attempt  themselves  to  exercise  authority  so  speeches  without  indignati(m,  shall  I  condemn 
much  as  by  trUerim.    They  instantly  requested  those  who  have  fled  from  the  actual  sight  and 
the  prince  of  Orange  to  take  the  government  hearing  of  all  these  horrours?    No,  no!  man- 
on  himself.    The  throne  was  not  efiectively  kind  has  no  title  to  demand  that  we  should  bo 
racant  for  an  hour.  slaves  to  their  guilt  and  insolence ;  or  that  we 
Your  fundamental  laws,  as  wefl  as  ours,  should  serve   them   in   spite  <^  themselves, 
suppose  a  monarchy.  Your  zeal.  Sir,  in  stand-  Minds,  sore  with  the  poignant  sense  of  insul- 
ing  so  firmly  for  it  as  you  have  done,  shews  ted  virtue,  filled  with  hi^  disdain  against  th« 
not  only  a  sacred  respect  for  your  honour  and  pride  of  triumphant  baseness,  oflen  have  it  not 
fidelity,  but  a  well-informed  attachment  to  the  in  their  choice  to  stand  their  ground.    Their 
real  welfare  and  true  liberties  of  your  country,  complexion  (which  might  defy  the  rack)  cannot 
I  have  expressed  myself  ill,  if  I  have  given  go  through  such  a  trial.    Something  very  high 
you  cause  to  imagine,  that  I  prefer  the  con-  must  fortify  men  to  that  proof.    But  when  I 
duct  of  those  who  have  retired  Srom  this  war-  am  driven  to  comparison,  surely  I  cannot  hesi- 
iare  to  your  behaviour,  who,  with  a  courage  tate  for  a  moment  to  prefer  to  such  men  as  are 
and  constancy  almost  supernatural,  l^ave  strug-  common,  those  heroes,  who,  in  tiie  midst  of 
gled  against  tyranny,  and  kept  the  field  to  the  despair,  perform  all  the  tasks  of  hope ;  who 
last.    You  see  I  have  corrected  the  exception-  subdue  their  feelings  to  their  duties ;  who,  in 
able  part  in  the  edition  which  I  now  send  you.  the  cause  of  humanity,  liberty,  and  honour. 
Indeed,  in  such  terrible  extremities  as  yours,  abandon  all  the  satisfactions  of  life,  and  every 
it  is  not  easy  to  say,  in  a  political  view,  what  day  incur  a  fresh  risk  of  life  itself.    Do  me  the 
iine  of  conduct  is  the  most  advisable.    In  that  Justice  to  believe  that  I  never  can  prefer  any 
state  of  things,  I  cannot  bring  myself  severely  fastidious  virtue  (virtue  still)  to  the  unoon- 
to  condemn  persons  who  are  wholly  unable  to  quered  perseverance,  to  the  affectionate  pat- 
foear  so  much  as  the  sight  of  those  men  in  the  tience  of  those  who  watch  day  and  night,  by 
throne  of  legislation,  who  are  only  fit  to  be  the  bed-side  of  their  delirious  country,  who, 
the  objects  of  criminal  justice.    If  fatigue,  if  for  their  love  to  that  dear  and  venerable  name, 
dis^t,  if  unsurraountable  nausea,  drive  them  bear  all  the  disgusts,  and  all  the  bu^ts  they 
away  from  such  spectacles,  ubi  miaeriarum  receive  firom  their  frantic  mother.     Sir,  I  de 
pars  non  ndnima  eraif  videre  et  aspicif  I  cannot  look  on  you  as  true  martyrs ;  I  regard  you  aa 
blame  them.    He  must  have  an  heart  of  ada-  soldiers  who  aet  far  more  in  the  spirit  of  our 
mant  who  could  hear  a  set  of  traitors  puffed  Commander  in  chief,  and  the  Captain  of  our 
up  with  unexpected  and  undeserved  power,  salvation, than  those  vdio have lefl  you;  though 
obtained  by  an  ignoble,  unmanly,  and  perfi-  I  must  first  bolt  myself  very  thoroughly,  and 
dious  rebellion,  treating  their  honest  fellow-  know  that  I  could  do  better,  before  I  can  censure 
citizens  as  rebels,  because  they  refused  to  bind  them.   I  assure  you.  Sir,  that,  when  I  consider 
themselves  through  their  conscience,  against  your  unconquerable  fidelity  to  your  sovereign, 
the  dictates  of  conscience  itself,  and  had  de-  and  to  your  country;   the  courage,  fortitude, 
elined  to  swear  an  active  compliance  with  magnanimity,  and  long-suffering  of  yourself, 
their  own  ruin.    How  could  a  man  of  common  and  the  Abb6  Maury,  and  of  Mr.  Cazales,  and 
flesh  luid  blood  endure,  that  those,  who  but  the  of  many  worthy  persons  of  all  orders,  in  your 
other  day  had  skulked   unobserved  in  their  assembly,  I  forget,  in  the  lustre  of  these  great 
antichambers,  scornfully  insulting  men,  illus-  qualities,  that  on  your  side  has  been  diq>layed 
trious  in  their  rank,  sacred  in  their  func-  an  eloquence  so  rational,  manly,  and  convin- 
tion,  and  venerable  in  their  character,  now  in  cing,  that  no  time  or  country,  perhaps,  baa 
decline  of  life,  and  swimming  on  the  wrecks  ever  excelled.    But  your  talents  disi^ppear  in 
of  their  fortunes,  that  those  miscreants  should  my  admiration  of  your  virtues, 
tell  such  men  sccHrnfully  and  outrageousty,  after  As  to  Mr.  Mounier  and  Mr.  Lally,  I  hate 
they  had  robbed  them  of  all  their  property,  that  ahvays  wished  to  do  juatice  to  their  partly  vbA 
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uid  Um  general  parity  of  their  iImm  deaeee  we  mA  to  be  eonfiMBded  k  OMfar 

■Hicivee.     Indeed  I  law  very  weO  from  the  to  be  afterwaide  remed  and  aeparatad ;  iftbef 

befimiag,  the  maecfaiefii  wfaicfa,  with  all  these  are  not  ooonaoed  that  the  aciieiBe  of  parochial 

laleots  and  good  infeotioos,  they  would  do  their  and  dub  goremoMals  takes  op  She  state  at  the 

cuuutiy,  through  their  confirfenre  in  systeeM.  wroog  end,  and  is  a  low  and  senselesB  ooalri- 

But  their  distemper  was  an  epidemic  malady,  vance,  (as  making  the  sole  ooostitutian  of  a 

They  were  yoong   and  inexperienced;   and  supreme  power,)  I  should  then  allow,  that  their 

when  win  yoong  and  inexperienced  men  leam  sarly  rashness  ought  to  be  rememberad  to  the 

eantion  and  distrust  of  themselTes  ?  And  when  last  moment  of  theor  lives, 
will  men,  yoong  or  old,  if  suddenly  raised  to        Tou  gently  reprehend  me,  becanse  in  hold- 

fitf  higher  power  than  that  ^NUch  absolute  king^  ing  out  the  picSnire  of  your  disaatroos  sanation, 

and  emperoors  commonly  enjoy,   leam  any  I  suggest  no  plan  fiir  a  remedy.     Alas!  Sir, 

thing  likis  moderation?   Monarchs  in  general  the  proposition  of  plans,  without  an  attention 

respect  some  settled  order  of  things,  which  to  circumstances,  is  the  very  cause  of  all  your 

they  find  it  difficult  lo  more  from  its  basis,  and  misfixtunes ;    and  never  ^all  yoo  find  me 

Id  which  they  are  obliged  to  ooofivm,  even  aggravating,  by  the  infigjon  of  any  qpenilatimi 

when  there  are  no  positive  limitatiotw  to  their  of  mine,  the  evib  whidi  have  arieeo  firom  the 

power.    These  gentlemen  conceived  that  they  speculations  of  othersL    Toor  malady,  in  &is 

were  chosen  to  new  modd  the  state,  and  even  respect,  is  a  disorder  <^  repletion.    Tou  seem 

tfie  vi^iole  order  of  civU  society  itselC     No  to  think,  that  my  kee|»i^  bade  my  poor  ideas, 

wonder  that  1h^  entertained  dangerous  visions,  may  arise  from  an  indilferawe  to  the  welfare 

when  the  king's  ministers,  trustees  for  the  of  a  foreign,  and  sometimes  an  hostile  nation, 

sacred  deposit  of  the  monarchy,  were  so  in-  No,  Sir,  I  foithfiilly  assure  you,  my  reserve  is 

footed  with  the  contagion  of  project  and  system,  owing  to  no  such  causes.  Is  this  Irtter,  swelled 

(I  can  hardly  think   it  Mack  premeditated  to  a  second  book,  a  mark  of  national  antipathy, 

treachery,)  that  they  publicly  advertised  for  or  even  of  national  indifference?   I  shocjd  act 

l^ans  arid  schemes  of  government,  as  if  they  akogetber  in  the  sfHrit  of  the  same  caution,  in 

were  to  provide  for  the  rebuilding  of  an  hoe-  a  similar  state  of  our  own  domestic  afikors.    U 

pital  that  had  been  homed  down.    What  was  I  were  to  venture  any  advioe,  in  any  case,  it 

this^buttoundiaintheforyafrashspecidation  wouU  be  my  best.     The  sacred  duty  of  an 

among  a  people,  <^  itself  bat  too  apt  to  be  adviser  (one  of  the  most  inviolable  that  exists) 

guided  by  a  healed  imaginatian,  and  a  wiki  would  lead  me,  towards  a  real  enmny,  to  ac4  as 

qnrit  of  adveotnre  ?  if  my  best  friend  were  the  party  coDocraed. 

The  fiuih  of  Mr.  Mounier  and  Mr.  Lally  But  I  dare  not  ride  a  speodation  with  no  bet- 
was  very  great ;  but  it  was  very  general.  H  ter  view  of  your  affairs  than  at  present  I  can 
those  gentlemen  stopped  vHien  they  came  to  command;  my  caution  is  not  fi:om  disregard, 
the  brink  of  the  gu^  of  gmlt  and  puUic  misery,  birt  from  solicitude  for  your  wdfare.  It  is  sug* 
that  yawned  before  them  in  the  abyss  of  these  gested  solely  from  my  dread  of  becoming  the 
dark  and  bottomless  speculatiouR,  I  forgive  author  <^  incoosidwate  counseL 
tfieir  first  errour:  in  that  they  were  inrohred  It  is  not,  that  as  this  strange  series  of  actions 
with  many.    Their  repentance  was  their  own.  has  passed  before  my  eyes,  1  have  not  indulged 

Tb^  who  consider  Mounier  and  Lally  as  my  mind  in  a  great  variety  of  political  speco- 

deeerters,  most  regard  themsdves  as  mar-  buions  oonceroing  them.    But  compelled  by  no 

derers  and  as  traitors :  for  from  what  else  than  sudi  positive  duty  as  does  not  permit  me  to 

murder  and  treason  did  they  desert?  For  my  evade  an  opinion;  called  upon  by  no  ruling 

part,  I  honour  tfiem  for  not  having  carried  mis-  power,  without  auth<Mity  as  I  am,  and  wkhoot 

take  into  crime.     If,  indeed,  I  thought  that  confidence,  I  shoukl  ill  answer  my  own  ideas 

they  were  not  cored  by  experience ;  that  they  of  what  wouki  become  myself,  or  what  wodd 

were  not  made  sensible  that  those  who  would  be  serviceaUe  to  others,  if  I  were,  as  a  volun- 

reform  a  state,  ought  to  assume  some  actual  teer,  to  obtrude  any  project  of  mine  ti^xn  a 

constitution  of  goveminent  which  is  to  be  re>  nation,  to  whose  circuiastanoes  I  could  not  be 

formed ;  if  they  are  not  at  length  satisfied  that  sure  it  might  be  applicable, 
k  is  become  a  necessary  preliminary  to  liberty        Permit  me  to  say,  that  if  I  were  as  confident, 

in  France,  to  commence  by  the  re-establistn  as  I  ought  to  be  diffident  in  nay  own  kMse, 

ment  of  order  and  property  of  evay  kind,  and)  general  ideas,  I  never  shoukl  venture  to  broach 

through  the  re-establidiment  of  their  monarchy,  5iem,  if  but  at  twenty  leagues  ^fctfanftff  froa 

of  every  one  of  the  old  habitual  distinctions  and  the  centre  of  your  affairs.     I  must  see  with 

dMseg  of  the  state;  if  they  do  not  see  that  my  own  eyes,  I  mnst,  in  a  iiiaDiicr»  loiiGh  wiifa 
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my  own  hands,  not  only  the  fixed,  bat  die  mo-  <^rstion,  as  a  general  reforai  at  the  hands  of 

mentaiy  circumstances,  before  I  could  venture  those  who  were  much  more  filled  with  a  sens* 

to  suggest  any  political  project  whatsoever.    I  of  the  disease,  tiian  provided  with  rational 

must  know  the  power  and  disposition  to  accept^  means  of  a  cure. 

to  execute,  to  persevere.    I  must  see  all  the  It  may  be  said,  that  this  care,  and  these 

aids,  and  all  the  obstacles.    I  must  see  the  precautions,  were  more  naturally  the  duty  of 

means  of  correcting  the  plan,  where  correctives  the  king's  ministers,  than  that  of  the  parlia- 

would  be  wanted.    I  must  see  the  things;  I  ment    They  were  so;  but  every  man  must 

must  see  the  men.     Without  a  concurrence  answer  in  his  estimation  for  the  advice  ha 

and  adaptation  of  these  to  the  design,  the  very  gives,  when  he  puts  the  conduct  of  his  measure 

best  speculative  projects   might  become  not  into  hands  who  he  does  not  know  will  execute 

<Mily  useless  but  mischievous.    Plans  must  be  his  plans  according  to  his  ideas.    Three  or 

made  for  men.    We  cannot  think  of  making  four  ministers  wore  not  to  be  trusted  with  the 

men,  and  binding  nature  to  our  designs.   Peo»  being  of  the  French  monarchy,  of  all  the  on- 

pie  at  a  distance  must  judge  ill  of  men.    They  ders,  and  of  all  the  distinctions,  and  all  the 

do  not  alwa3rs  answer  to  their  reputation  when  property  of  the  kingdom.    What  must  be  the 

you  approach  them.     Nay,  the  perspective  prudence  of  those  who  coukl  think,  in  the  then 

varies,  and  shews  them  quite  otherwise  than  knowntemper  of  the  people  of  Paris,  of  assem* 

you  thought  them.    At  a  distance,  if  we  judge  bling  the  states  at  a  place  situated  as  Yer* 

uncertainly  of  men,  we  must  judge  worse  of  sailles  7 

oppmtunUieSf   which    continually   vary   their  The  parliament  of  Paris  did  worse  than  to 

shapes  and  colours,  and  pass  away  like  clouds,  inspire  this  bUnd  confidence  into  the  king.  For, 

The  Eastern  politicians  never  do  any  thing  as  if  names  were  things,  they  todc  no  notice  of 

without  the  opinion  of  the  astrologers  on  the  (indeed  they  rather  countenanced)  the  devia* 

fortunate  moment,    Thoy  are  in  tifie  right,  if  tions  which  were  manifest  in  the  execution, 

they  can  do  no  better ;  for  the  opinion  of  for-  from  the  true  ancient  principles  of  the  plan 

tune  is  something   towards   commanding  it.  which  they  recommended.    These  deviatiims 

Statesmen   of  a  more  judicious  preeciexxw,  (as  guardians  of  the  ancient  laws,  usages,  and 

look  for  the  fortunate  moment  too;  bat  they  constitution  of  the  kingdom)  the  parliament  of 

seek  it,  not  in  the  conjunctions  and  (^ipositioae  Paris  ought  not  to  have  siiUTered,  without  the 

of  planets,  but  in  tho  conjunctions  and  oppo-  strongest  remonstrances  to  the  throne.  It  ouglA 

sitions  of  men  and  things.    These  form  their  to  have  soimded  the  alarm  to  the  whole  nation, 

almanac.  as  it  had  often  done  on  things  of  infinitely  lest 

To  illustrate  the  mischief  of  a  wise  plan,  importance.     Under  pretence  of  resuscitfr* 

without  any  attention  to  means  and  circum-  ting  the  ancient  constitution,  the  parliament 

stances,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  forther  than  saw  one  of  the  strongest  acts  of  innovatiooy 

to  your  recent  history.    In  the  condition  in  and  the  most  leading  in  its  consequences,  caiw 

which  France  was  found  three  years  ago,  what  ried  into  efiect  bef<Nre  their  eyes ;  and  an  inno« 

better  system  could  be  pn^xised,  what  less,  vation  through  the  medium  of  despotism ;  that 

even  savouring  of  wild  theory,  what  fitter  to  is,  they  suffered  the  king's  ministers  to  new 

provide  for  all  the  exigencies,  whilst  it  reformed  model  the  whde  representation  of  the  tiers  etal, 

all  the  abuses  of  government,  than  the  conven-  and,  in  a  great  measiare,  that  of  the  clergy  too, 

tion  of  the  states  general?    I  think  nothing  and  to  destroy  the  ancient  proportions  of  the 

better  could  be  imagined.    But  I  have  cen-  orders.     These  changes,  unquestionably  the 

sured,  and  do  still  presume  to  censure  your  king  had  no  right  to  make ;  and  here  the  par* 

parliament  of  Paris,  for  not  having  suggested  liaments  foiled  in  their  du^,  and  along  with 

to  the  king,  that  this  proper  measure  was  of  their  country,  have  perished  by  this  failure, 

all  measures  the  most  critical  and  arduous ;  one  What  a  number  of  fauhs  have  led  to  this 

in  which  the  utmost  circumspection,  and  the  multitude  of  misfortunes,  and  aUnost  all  firom 

greatest  number  of  precautions,  were  the  moet  this  one  source,  that  of  considering  certain  ge« 

absolutely  necessary.     The  very  confession  neral  maxims,  without  attending  to  circum* 

that  a  government  wants  either  amendment  in  stances,  to  times,  to  places,  to  conjunctures, 

its  confirmation,  or  relief  to  great  distress,  and  to  actms !  If  we  do  not  attend  scrupulously 

causes  it  to  lose  half  its  reputation,  and  as  to  all  these,  the  medicine  of  to-day  becomes 

great  a  proportion  of  its  strength  as  depends  the  poison  of  to-morrow.    If  any  measure  was 

upon  that  reputation.    It  was  therefore  necee-  in  the  abstract  better  than  another,  it  was  to 

sary,  first  to  put  government  out  of  danger,  call  the  states — eavisaaalusmcrientibuevncu-^ 

whilst  at  its  own  desire  it  euffered  such  an  Certainly  it  had  the  appearanoe^-But  see 
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die  coQseqoencet  of  not  attending  to  critical  If  you  were  now  to  form  such  an  hooM  of 

moments,  of  not  regarding  the  symptoms  which  peers,  it  would  bear,  in  my  opinion,  but  Utile 

discriminate  diseases,  and  which  distinguish  resemblance  to  ours  in  its  origin,  character,  or 

constitutions,  complexions,  and  humours :  the  purposes  which  it  might  answer,  at  the 

Mox  erat  hoc  ip-um  exitio ;  furllsque  refeoii,  "«»«  '»™f.  ^^  i'  '^?^'^  ^^^^"^  your  true  nar 
Ardcbant ;  Ipslque  sues,  jam  morte  sub  ajgra,  tural  nobihty.    But  if  you  are  not  in  a  condi- 
Discissos  iiudia  laniabant  deniibus  anus.  tion  to  frame  an  house  of  lords,  still  less  are 
Thus  the  potidn  which  was  given  to  strength-  y«>  capable,  in  my  opinion,  of  framing  any 
en  the  constitution,  to  heal  divisions,   and  to  *hing  which  virtuaUy  and  subetantiaUy  could 
compose  the  minds  ofraen,  became  the  source  of  ^  answerable  (for  the  purposes  of  a  stable, 
debility,  phrenzy,  discord,  and  utter  dissolution,  regular  government)  to  our  house  of  commons. 
In  this,  perhaps,  I  have  answered,  I  think,  That  house  is,  within  itself,  a  much  more 
another  of  your  questions— Whether  the  Bri-  wbtle  and  artificial  combination  of  parts  and 
tish  constitution  is  adapted  to  your  curcum-  powers,  than  people  are  generally  aware  of. 
stances  ?    When  I  praised  the  British  consti-  What  knits  it  to  the  other  members  of  the  con- 
tution,  and  wished  it  to  be  well  studied,  I  did  stitution;  what  fits  it  to  be  at  once  tbe  great 
not  mean  that  its  exteriour  form  and  positive  wpport,  and  the  great  controul  of  government; 
arrangement  should  become  a  model  for  you,  ^^  makes  it  of  such  admirable  service  to 
or  for  any  people  servilely  to  copy.    I  meant  ^^^  monarchy  which,  if  it  limits,  it  secures 
to  recommend  \he  principUa  from  which  it  has  •«*  strengthens,   would  require  a  long  dia- 
grown,  and  the  policy  on  which  it  has  been  course,  belonging  to  the  leisure  of  a  contein- 
progressively  improved  out  of  elements  common  pl*tiv«  man,  not  to  one  whose  duty  it  is  to  join 
to  you  and  to  us.    I  am  sure  it  is  no  visionary  "o  communicating  practically  to  the  people  the 
theory  of  mine.    It  is  not  an  advice  that  sub-  Wessings  of  such  a  constitution, 
jects  you  to  the  hazard  of  any  experiment.    I  Your  Hen  etat  was  not  in  effect  and  sub- 
betieved  the  ancient  principles  to  be  wise  in  stance  a  house  of  commons.    You  stood  in 
all  cases  of  a  large  empire  that  would  be  free,  absolute  need  of  something  else  to  supply  the 
I  thought  you  possessed  our  principles  in  your  manifest  defects  in  such  a  body  as  your  tiers 
old  forms,  in  as  great  perfection  as  we  did  ori-  etat.    On  a  sober  and  dispassionate  view  of 
ginally.     If  your  states  agreed  (as  I  think  they  your  old  constitution,  as  connected  with  all  the 
did)  with  your  circumstances,  they  were  best  present  circumstances,  I  was  fully  persuaded, 
for  you.    As  you  had  a  constitution  formed  that  the  crown,  standing  as  things  have  stood 
upon  principles  similar  to  ours,  my  idea  was,  (and  are  likely  to  stand,  if  you  are  to  have  any 
that  you  might  have  improved  them  as  we  have  monarchy  at  all)  was  and  is  incapable,  alone 
done,  conforming  them  to  the  state  and  exigen-  and  by  itself,  of  holding  a  just  balance  be- 
cies  of  the  times,  and  the  condition  of  property  tween  the  two  orders,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
in  your  country,  having  the  conservation  of  that  eflecting  the  interiour  and  exteriour  purposes 
property,  and  the  substantial  basis  of  your  mo-  of  a  protecting  government.    I,  whose  lead- 
narchy,  as  principal  objects  in  all  your  reforms.  >ng  principle  it  is,  in  a  reformation  of  the 
I  do  not  advise  an  house  of  lords  to  you.  state,  to  make  use  of  existing  materials,  am  of 
Your  ancient  course  by  representatives  of  the  opinion,  that  the  representation  of  the  clergy, 
noblesse  (in  your  circumstances)  appears  to  as  a  separate  order,  was  an  institution  which 
me  rather  a  better  institution.    I  know,  that  touched  all  the  orders  more  nearly  than  any  of 
with  you,  a  set  of  men  of  rank  have  betrayed  them  touched  the  other ;  that  it  was  well  fitted 
their  constituents,  their  honour,  their  trust,  to  connect  them ;  and  to  hold  a  place  in  any 
their  king,  and  their  country,  and  levelled  them-  wise  monarchical  commonwealth.     If  I  refer 
selves  with  their  footmen,  that  throu^  this  do-  you  to  your  original  constitution,  and  think  it, 
gradation  they  might  afterwards  put  themselves  as  I  do,  substantially  a  good  one,  I  do  not 
above  their  natural  equals.    Some  of  these  amuse  you  in  this,  more  than  in  other  things, 
persons  have  entertained  a  project,  that  in  re-  with  any  inventions  of  mine.    A  certain  in- 
ward of  this  their  black  perfidy  and  corruption,  temperance  of  intellect  is  the  disease  of  the 
they  may  be  chosen  to  give  rise  to  a  new  time,  and  the  source  of  all  its  other  diseases, 
order,  and  to  establish  themselves  into  an  house  I  will  keep  myself  as  untainted  by  it  as  I  can. 
of  lords.    Do  you  think  that,  under  the  name  Your  architects  build  without  a  foundation.    I 
of  a  British  constitution,  I  mean  to  recommend  would  readily  lend  an  helping  hand  to  any  su- 
to  you  such  lords,  made  of  such  kind  of  stuflT?  perstructure,  when  once  Uiis  is  effectually  ae- 
I  do  not  however  include  in  this  description  all  cured — ^but  I  would  first  say  Sos'kov  ont. 
of  those  who  are  food  of  this  scheme.  You  think,  Sir,  and  jroa  mij^t  think  rightly, 
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upon  the  first  view  of  the  theory,  that  to  provide  into  a  proper  and  harmonious  combination  with 
for  the  exigencies  of  an  empire,  so  situated  royal  authority.  This  c(mstitution  by  estates, 
and  related  as  that  of  France,  its  king  ought  was  the  natural  and  only  just  representation 
to  be  invested  with  powers  very  much  superiour  of  France.  It  grew  out  of  the  habitual  condi- 
to  those  which  the  king  of  England  possesses  tions,  relations,  and  reciprocal  claims  of  men. 
under  the  letter  of  our  constitution.  Every  de-  It  grew  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
gree  of  power  necessary  to  the  state,  and  not  try,  and  out  of  the  state  of  property.  The 
destructive  to  the  rational  and  moral  freedom  wretched  scheme  of  your  present  masters,  is 
of  individuals,  to  that  personal  liberty,  and  per-  not  to  fit  the  constitution  to  the  people,  but 
sonal  security,  which  contribute  so  much  to  the  wholly  to  destroy  conditions,  to  dissolve  rnla- 
vigour,  the  prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  tions,  to  change  the  state  dP  the  nation,  and  to 
dignity  of  a  nation— every  degree  of  power  subvert  property,  in  order  lo  fit  their  country 
which  does  not  suppose  the  total  absence  of  all  to  their  theory  c/a  constitution, 
controul,  and  all  responsibility  on  the  part  of  Until  you  make  out  practically  that  great 
ministers, — a  king  of  France,  in  common  senile,  work,  a  combination  of  opposing  forces,  "  a 
ought  to  possess.  But  whether  the  exact  mea^  work  of  labour  long,  and  endless  praise,"  the 
sure  of  authority,  assigned  by  the  letter  of  the  utmost  caution  ought  to  have  been  used  in  the 
law  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  can  answer  reduction  of  the  royal  power,  which  alone  was 
to  the  exteriour  or  interiour  purposes  of  the  capable  of  holding  together  die  comparatively 
French  monarchy,  is  a  point  which  I  cannot  heterogeneous  mass  of  your  states.  But  at 
venture  to  judge  upon.  Here,  both  in  the  this  day,  all  these  considerations  are  unsea- 
power  given,  and  its  limitations,  we  have  al-  sonable.  To  what  end  should  we  discuss  the 
-ways  cautiously  felt  our  way.  The  parts  of  limitations  of  royal  power?  Your  king  is  in 
our  constitution  have  gradually,  and  almost  in-  prison.  Why  speculate  on  the  measure  and 
sensibly,  in  a  long  course  of  time,  accommo-  standard  of  liberty  ?  I  doubt  much,  very  much 
dated  themselves  to  each  other,  and  to  their  indeed,  whether  France  is  at  all  ripe  for  liberty 
common,  as  well  as  to  their  separate  purposes,  on  any  standard.  Men  are  qualified  for  civil 
But  this  adaptation  of  contending  parts,  as  it  liberty,  in  exact  proportion  to  their  disposition 
has  not  been  in  ours,  so  it  can  never  be  in  to  put  moral  chains  upon  their  own  appetites; 
your's,  or  in  any  country,  the  effect  of  a  sin^e  in  fm>portion  as  their  love  to  justice  is  above 
instantaneous  regulation,  and  no  sound  heads  their  rapacity ;  in  proportion  as  their  sound- 
could  ever  think  of  doing  it  in  that  manner.  ness  and  sobriety  of  understanding  is  above 

I  believe.  Sir,  that  many  on  the  continent  their  vanity  and  presumption ;  in  proportion  as 
altogether  mistake  the  condition  of  a  king  of  they  are  more  disposed  to  listen  to  the  counsels 
Great  Britian.  He  is  a  real  king,  and  not  an  of  the  wise  and  good,  in  preference  to  the  flat- 
executive  officer.  If  he  will  not  trouble  himself  tery  of  knaves.  Society  cannot  exist  unless  a 
with  contemptible  details,  nor  wish  to  degrade  conCrouling  power  upon  will  and  appetite  be 
himself  by  becoming  a  party  in  little  squabbles,  placed  somewhere,  and  the  less  of  it  there  is 
I  am  far  from  sure,  that  a  king  of  Great  Bri-  within,  the  more  there  must  be  without.  It 
tain,  in  whatever  concerns  him^  as  a  king,  or  is  ordained  in  the  eternal  constitution  of  things, 
indeed  as  a  rational  man,  who  combines  his  that  men  of  intemperate  minds  cannot  be  free, 
public  interest  with  his  personal  satisfaction.  Their  passions  forge  their  fetters, 
does  not  possess  a  more  real,  solid,  extensive  This  sentence  the  prevalent  paK  of  your 
power,  than  the  king  of  France  was  possessed  countrymen  execute  on  themselves.  They 
of  before  this  miserable  revolution.  The  di-  possessed,  not  long  since,  what  was  next  to 
rect  power  of  the  king  of  England  is  consider-  freedom,  a  mild  paternal  monarchy.  They  do- 
able. His  indirect,  and  far  more  certain  spised  it  for  its  weakness.  They  were  offered 
power,  is  great  indeed.  He  stands  in  need  of  a  well-poised  free  constitution.  It  did  not 
nothing  towards  dignity ;  o^  nothing  towards  suit  their  taste  or  their  temper.  They  carved 
splendour;  of  nothing  towards  auth(Mrity;  of  for  themselves;  they  flew  out,  murdered,  rob- 
nothing  at  all  towards  consideration  abroad,  bed,  and  rebelled.  They  hare  succeeded,  and 
When  was  it  that  a  king  of  England  wanted  put  over  their  country  an  insolent  tyrannyi 
where'vithal  to  make  him  respected,  courted,  made  up  of  cruel  and  inexorable  masters,  and 
or  perhaps  even  feared  in  every  state  of  that  too  of  a  description  hitherto  not  known  in 
Europe  ?  the  world.    The  powers  and  policies  by  which 

I  am  constantly  of  opinion,  that  your  states,  they  have  succeeded,  are  not  those  of  great 

in  three  orders,  on  the  footing  on  which  they  statesmen,  or  great  military  commanders,  but 

stood  in  1614,  were  capable  of  being  brought  the  practices  of  incendiaries,  anassins,  houM* 
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IvvdMft,  nbbara,  ■preaden  oflklw  news,  for-  ipart  of  tyrants.    They  never  can  obtain  or 

gen  of  ftbe  ortfera  firocn  authority,  and  other  comnnmicate  freedom. 

StfUnfuencies,  of  which  ordinary  justice  takes  You  arii  me  too,  whether  we  have  a  com- 

oogaiiaiice.     Accordingly  the  spirit  of  their  miuee  of.  research.    No,   Sir, — God  forbid! 

mle  is  exactly  correspondent  to  the  means  by  It  is  ihe  necessary  instrument  of  tyranny  and 

whkfa  they  obtained  it.    They  act  more  in  the  usurpation ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  woodec  that 

BHHBMr  of  thieres  who  hare  got  possession  of  it  has  had  an  early  establishment  under  your 

«  house,  than  of  conquerors  who  have  subdued  present  lords.    We  do  not  wnnt  it. 

a  nation.  Excuse  my  length.    I  have  been  somewhat 

Opposed  to  these,  in  appearance,  but  in  ap-  occupied  since  I  was  honoured  with  your  let^ 

pearanee  only,  is  another  band,  who  call  them-  ter ;  and  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  answer 

ashes  the  moderate.    These,   if  I  cooceiTe  it  all,  but  fur  the  holidays,  which  have  given 

rightly  of  their  conduct,  are  a  set  of  men  who  me  means  of  enjoying  the  leisure  of  the  couo- 

approfe  heartily  of  the  whole  new  cnnstitutiixi,  try.    I  am  callMl  to  duties  which  I  am  neither 

but  wish  to  lay  heavy  on  the  most  atrocious  able  nor  willing  to  evade.    I  must  soon  return 

of  those  crimes,  by  which  this  fine  constitution  to  my  old  conflict  with  the  corruptions  and  op- 

oT  theirs  has  been  obtained.    They  arc  a  sort  prcssioni  which  have  prevailed  in  our  eastern 

of  poople  who  affect  to  proceed  as  if  they  dominions.    I  must  turn  myself  wholly  from 

tbooght  that  men  may  deceive  without  fraud,  those  of  France. 

rob  without  injustice,  and  overturn  every  thing  In  England,  we  cannot  woric  so  hard  as 

without  violence.    They  are  meiv  who  would  Frenchmen.    Frequent  relaxation  is  necessary 

URirp  the  govemmoDt  of  their  country  with  de-  to  us.    You  are  naturally  more  intense  in  your 

eeney  and  moderation.    In  fact  they  are  no-  application.    I  did  not  know  this  part  of  your 

thing  more  or  better,  than  men  engaged  in  de-  national  character,  until  I  went  into  France  in 

iperate  designs,  with  feeble  minds.     They  are  1773.    At  present,  this  your  disposition  to  la- 

not  honest ;  they  are  only  ineffectual  and  un-  hour  is  rather  encreased  than  lessened.    In 

systematic  in  their  iniquity.    They  are  per-  your  assembly  you  do  not  allow  yourselves  a 

ioiii  who  want  not  the  dispositions,  but  the  recess  even  on  Sundays.    We  have  two  days 

energy  and  vigour  that  is  necessary  for  great  in  the  week,  besides  the  festivals ;  and  besides 

evil  machinations.    They  find  that  in   such  five  or  six  months  of  the  summer  and  autumn. 

designs  they  fall  at  best  into  a  secondary  rank.  This  continued  unremitted  effort  of  the  mem- 

and  others  take  the  place  and  lead  in  usurpa-  hers  of  your  assembly,  I  take  to  be  one  among 

tion,  whicli  they  are  not  qualified  to  obtain  or  the  causes  of  the  mischief  they  have  done. 

to  hold.    They  envy  to  their  companions  the  They  who  always  labour  can  have  no  true 

natural  fruit  of  their  crimes ;  they  join  to  run  judgment.    You  never  give  yourselves  time  to 

diem  down  with  the  hue  and  cry  of  mankind,  cod.    You  can  never  survey,  fixxn  its  proper 

which  pursues  their  common  offences;  and  point  of  sight,  the  work  you  have  finish^,  b^ 

tfien  hope  to  mount  into  their  places  on  the  fore  you  decree  its  final  execution.    You  can 

credit  <^  the  sobrie^  with  which  they  shew  never  plan  the  future  by  the  past.    You  never 

themselves  disposed  to  carry  on  what  may  go  into  the  country  soberly  and  dispassimately 

seem  most  plausible  in  the  mischievous  pro>  to  observe  the  effect  of  your  measures  on  their 

jects  they  pursue  in  common.    But  these  men  objects.    You  cannot  feel  distinctly  how  far 

are  naturally  despised  by  those  who  have  heads  the  people  are  rendered  better  and  improved, 

to  know,  and  hearts  that  are  able  to  go  throu^  or  more  miserable  and  depraved,  by  what  you 

the  necessary  demands  of  bold,  wicked  enter-  have  done.  You  cannot  see  with  your  own  eyes 

prises.    They  are  naturally  classed  below  the  the  sufferings  and  afflicti(His  you  cause.    You 

latter  description,  and  will  only  be  used  by  know  them  but  at  a  distance,  on  the  statements 

them  as  inferiour  instruments.    They  will  be  of  those  who  always  flatter  the  reigning  power, 

only  the  Fairfaxes  of  your  Cromwells.    If  they  and  who,  amid  their  representations  of  the 

mean  honestly,  why  (k>  they  not  strengthen  the  grievances,  inflame  your  minds  against  those 

arms  of  honest  ^en,  to  support  their  ancient,  who  are  of^ressed.    These  are  among  the 

legal,  wise,  and  free  government,  given  to  effects  ofunremitted  labour,  when  men  eidiaust           j 

them  in  the  spring  of  1788,  against  the  inven-  their  attention,  bum  out  their  candles,  and  are 

tions  of  crafl,  and  the  theories  of  ignorance  left  in  the  dark. — Mah  meonan  negHgentiamt 

and  folly  ?    If  they  do  not,  they  must  continue  quamiatorum  obacuram  dUigentianu 

the  soom  of  both  parties ;  sometimes  tho  tool,  I  have  the  honour,  &c.                             j 

■onetimes  the  incumbrance  of  that,  whose  (Signed)            EDMXTND  BURKB.            | 

views  they  approve,  whose  conduct  they  de-  Seaoonqfield,                                                           ' 

ery.    These  people  are  only  made  to  be  the  January  I9th,  1791. 


^t 
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